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This set of copies of Smoke and Blazes is donated to the Rutland 
Historical Society in memory of my parents, Mary and Craigue Perkins 
and my aunt, Vera Perkins. They conceived the idea for a Killington 
Section newsletter in 1948 and served as editors and publishers for the 
first several years of its existence, cutting stencils, and running 
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over a half century. Fortunately, Dad had a packrat proclivity which I 
seem to have inherited. By combining his collection of Smoke & 
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of the publication. 

Bob Perkins 
Rutland, VT 
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Since 1999 the Rutland Historical Society has continued to collect and 
save every issue of Smoke & Blazes. In 2015 and 2016 Society 
members Clifford Giffin and Doreen McCullough scanned the entire 
collection and prepared it for electronic archival. Smoke & Blazes is 
now published in electronic as well as paper format. The society 
plans to periodically update the archived collection. 
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SOMEBODY HAD AN IDEA. 

You know he-’ it is on hikes 
rhen everyone sits around after 
dinner and after the third cup 
of coffee the talk turns to 
traile, shelters, and future 
outings. There is always wishful 
thinking of things ve hope to do 
some day. One of these ideas has 
been that Tie have a monthly news 
sheet for the Killington section. 
This might give some information 
on activities of members which 
would fill in between issues of 
The Long Trail News and supply 
Killington section members with 
new 3 of interest to them which 
would often not be of interest 
to the main club. 

We decided to do something 
about this idea. This sheet you 
are now reading is what we did. 

At present it is in the exper- 
imental stage. The plan is to 
send out a news sheet each month 
between now and the annual meet- 
ing. You get Sept, through Jan. 
for free 1 The question of contin- 
uing the Project after Jan. will 
be presented at the annual meet- 
ing. If enough of you have liked 
it well enough to pay a small 
subscription price, Just enough 
to cover expenses, it will be. con- 
tinued. Remember this is cur 
first attempt. Reserve Judgement 
until you have scon all five is- 
sues! Meanwhile suggestions and 
material from you will be welcome. 


INTERSECT ICNAL H IGHL IGHTS . 

The annual Intersect ions, 1 outing 
was held Sunday, Aug. 22 at the 
Monroe Farm at the foot of Camel's 
Kump. The crowd started to collect 
on Saturday afternoon with 14 spend- 
ing the night in camp. By dinner 
time Sunday 45 were there, exchang- 
ing news and partaking of the. 
famous G. K. C. coffee. 

As the weather was hot, only a 
few of the. hardier members made the 
hike to the top of the mountain. 

'.Then Worcester' s Louis Bigelow 
arrived at camp, Prexy Goddard 
and his corps of Engineers pitched 
him a tent - but wrong side up. - 
so Louis wouldn't have to sleep or' 
the ground. 

Imagine Cralgue Perkins' sup rise 
when he found that three and one- 
half foot turtle in the back scat 
of his car. 

While George Ccnlin and Ray 
Catozzl were at Camel's Hump a 
young man from New York came in 
over the. Bolton Trail. He gave in 
no uncertain terms his opinion of 
the condition of the trail, the 
lack of tedeness of the huts and 
the slackness of the club in 
general. Finally Ray pointed to 
the sign in the hut stating that 
it was maintained by the New York 
e ction. Sadden quiet. 

Ten members from the. Killington 
section attended this hike. Five 
.of our haroy Cxies climbed to the top. 



TRAIL NS .73. 




In Aug. Churchill Scott ' s 
Trails and She It rs Committee 
held a siern raising on the (Tail- 
ing ford Gulf Road. Those attending 
w e re. Gale Sp r uld ing , Dud Bump , Ray 
Catozzl, Harold Valiquette, 

Craiffuc Perkins and Churchill 
Scott. The Green fountain Am ing 
Co. provided the. necessary truck. 

The sign was one. of the big 
highway signs like that put up 
at East Clarendon last year. As 
the post was 10 inches through 
and 12 feet high, a post hole was 
badly needed. After considerable 
discussion, the boys decided to 
dig for one and only four feet 
below the. surface they found one. 

So the nev; sign was raised un- 
der the approving eyes of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stork who had so kindly given 
permission to have it placed in 
the. ir yard . 

Gale 3raulding and Mr. 3tork 
have gained the consent of the 
owners of the land south of the 
highway to have the Trail cross 
The Gulf Road and continue di- 
rectly south instead of Jogging 
to the east as at present. Gale 
will build steps of his own de- 
sign to heln hikers get over the 
two fences 11 new .style." 

During the last month three 
Trail Clearing parties have 
worked from a half mile north of 
the Clement Shelter to the Clar- 
endon Shelter. They found no 
bleached bones of hikers who had 
become lost and starved to deatn, 
but there w re a few confusing 
spots on the trail . However all 
is new well in this area with 
the exception of the point b where 
the trail enters and leaves The 
Lower Road. New arrows are needed 
he re . 

Clement Shelter is in fine 
shape. Roy Plumley fixed the 
table so it can no longer be 
used for a tecter-tottrt. 

Clarendon Shelter is in good 
condition with the exception of 
the paper on the outside walls 
which should be. replaced. 


The beet piece of news to 
cone from the Parent Club in a 
long time is that the Long Trail 
Patrol has been active this 
summe r . 

Under the personal leadership 
of Prof. R. 0. Buchanan of Bur- 
lington four men have cleared 
the Club's Section of trail from 
Johnson to Ha wens Notch and have 
built new camps at Hazens Notch 
and at Montcalair Glen. They- 
have also given a quick once- 
over to the Appalachcan Trail 
from the Long Trail Lodge toward 
Barnard. Prof. John Vondell of 
Amherst, Mass, assisted in this 
work. 

The building of these two 
new camps leaves the Carmel 
locat ion as the only open link 
in t.ie chain of 51 camps and 
shelters on the Trail. Perhaps 
next year the Patrol will see 
fit to give us a new build iru? 
at this site. 


ON AND OFF THE TRAIL 
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St at- P .rks lp.tely ? Branbury 
State Park is one you shouldn't 
miss. It is located on the 
eastern shore of Lake Dunnore 
about halfway between Mlddlebury 

whirS r ^? n - 11 covcrs 23 acres 
'•--lc.. includes a thousand feet 
01 sandy beach. 

* ® crvl f e an <2 maintlnancc fee 
I: ' cents per automobile of 

l lvc P^sons or less is charged 

basket "and TockeV may Ue lc ka(f 
for 10 cents per person. 

This is an ideal spot for a 


summer or early fall picnic and 
hike. There are tables and fire- 
places with plenty of cut wood 
ready for you to use. 

The bathing will delight those, 
who like to walk out into the 
water and know what the depth is. 
There is a roped off crib for 
young children and a float and 
diving board out where the 
water is deeper. 
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Sunner Cutir.gs 

The Cutir.; at Trade or' s Camp 
on Tinmouth Charnel was especial- 

The Spruce 'I .nob hike ran into 

ly appropriate for the hot July 

hard luck as usual. Last pear it 

Sunday or. which it ’.as held. 

was "rained arc! fleeced out 1 ; This* 

There was a breeze there all day 

pear ,uis info reed as t‘ date bp a 

ar.d the fradeer's ground level, 

. Herald error ir the write-up, the 
Fire “arden was at the tower all 

stone-; ailed kitchen was a cool 
place to eat. The afternoon was 

day Friday to welcome the G.~.C. 

spent ir. wading, exploring the 

hikers. However when the crowd ( ? ) 

Channel ir the Hradder's canoe, 

arrived or. Saturday he was busy 

ar.d / us t sitting. 

with road work so the fire tover 

Hath LaHrake ar.d Jar.ie Gabourin 

was rot oper. This was a slight 

had more ambition than most. Ruth 

disadvantage when a shower cane 

did some successful fishing ar.d 

up about supper tine, nevertheless 

Jar.ie snared a feorgeous turtle 

the hiking party were all three 

which she too!: hone for a pet. 7 le 

able to take shelter on the 

understand it disappeared from a 

stair.. "ay under the platform. 

pail in her backyard the same 

This was the first hike for a 

evening and has rever beer. seer. 

new member , Tartars Dee physical 

since. Could this have any rela- 

Therapist at the mutlar.d Hospital 

tion to the or.e C. Perkins found? 

Larbara is a member of, and has 

The canp is in a pleasant ar.d 

hiked extensively with, the 

interesting spot and ..r.ar.d krs. 

Applachiar. Club. Apparently she 

“redder are perfect hosts. '.7e 

was not discouraged bp her intro- 

recommend that you all be around 

duction into C- ..... C , as she has 

for the next Tinmouth Channel 

beer, a repular hiker with us all 

Cutir.g. ( e’re hoping we -..ill be 

sunner. The ether hikers on this 

invited againj) 

trip were Gating Ch. ?.ay Catozzi 
and Gee.- Trees, “leaner '•alker. 

Little Hocky Fond was perfect 

Cr. the trip back to Jutland cur 

as always, hot many ..ado it for 

new member was given some inter- 

overnight but those who did 

esting glimpses of Vermont back 

reported a fine right for camping* 

roads. Apparcrtlp the adage, "It's % 

Cne of the highlights of this 

quality not quantity which counts/* 

trip for those who came in for 

held true and a fine tine was had 

the day "as seeing a white fring- 

bp all. This hike has a stiff but 

ed orchid. "*o would have missed 

short climb and the view is well 

this but for the kirdress of a 

worth it. 

Long Trail enthusiast from Penn- 
sylvania who was camping at 

Vacation trips, 'obs etc., cer- 

Little Hocky and pointed it out 

tainly cut into the Gating Pro- 

to us. 

gram this season. Tver, the pop- 

Incidentally he was one of 

ular G print Lake hike had a small 

these interesting people or.e 

attendance. It was a :ood trip 

oftei ..ents or. the Trail. _orr. in 

but the absence of such regulars 

G' itzerlar.d) he came to J.G.^. as 

as Fearlc lichcls, Gleaner "'alker 

a young mar.. He learred to speak 

The Jerr.irgs, The Valiquettes, 

English, worked at various types 

The lerkirs ard The Fields was 

of gobs as he studied ar.d is row 

surely felt, as was that of some 

"crkirr ir. the Library at the 

loss repular hikers "ho are often 

University cf f er.r sylvan ia. 

cn hand for this trip, ",‘e had 

good ending for a good day 

hoped to see seme of then as Je?ir 

was the drive home, continuing on 

and Jim Hay ard with Carol, Ed 

over the mountain to Lar.dgrove 

and Hath, and "Cor!:ie"'.'ilber 

and via Londonderry ar.d .‘ester, to 

faker and family. 

Hat land. 


SALE 


The anvil 10 Grr-oi ’-•alj offers 
"o:: e.-.ha t different nikmg tl'na 
other parts of the Trail he.ve- 
akcuts*. It is loss woodsy and 
goes in part through somewhat 
open fields ard pastures. There 
several fine views in route 
as weal as the excellent one 
frem tne height of land a cove 
the shelter. At or.o point for a 
short distance the Trail follows 
an old road which would ho in- 
teresting to explore. 

Lake Pleiad and Texas Tails 1 
This is always a big spinning day 
and a r.icely varied outing. 

The trip starts with a pleasant 
drive up Route 7 to the Tores t- 
dale road. back cf Lake Dunnorc 
to Ripton,on past Lreadloaf to 
whore the Long Trail crosses the 
rood at the top of the mountain. 
Here ■ .’9 leave the cars and after 
a shoit hike through the woods 
roach Lain Pleiad, a beautiful 
little woodland lake. It cones 
as scr.owhat of a s uprise lying 
r s xt does seemingly almost on 
top of the mountain. 

This year, as in other years 
dinner was cooked and eaten on 
cho bir rocks above the Lake. 

/ s always there was tine for a 
swIjq while waiting for the coffee 
to boil. 

7ith us on this trip, after a 
six weeks absence touring and 
cashing throughout the U.G. were , 
lary jCraiguc and Peter Perkins. 

It was good to have then back. 

After dinner cane the usual 
trek to Texas Tails. A nice State 
Picnic area on the Hancock side 
of the mountain it offers a 
chance for some exciting swimming. 
Then on down the mountain to 
Hancock and home via Route TOO, 


Last winter we cleared about 
S7'; or. the Rummage Sale. 7e 
war.: to make r.s much or more 
this year, so start looking 
through our attics and clothes 
closets for contributions. 

7c found that dishes and 
decorative nic-nacs sold very 
well, *.7e also had a larger mar- 
ket than we could supply for 
men's and children's clothing 
and women's clothing in sizes 
1C to 40, so we arc hoping for 
a larger supply of these this 
year. 

Ho date has yet beer, sot but 
it will bo sometime this fall 
as we hope to avoid a 20* below 
zero day* such as wo had last 
year. 7o'll tell you when. 

cur i^sthtad 

The attractive masthead and 
finis for "Smoke and blazes" 
were designed and original draw- 
ings made by Janet Ferkins. 
besides being one of our best 
hikers Janet is well known to 
many of us for her hand-caryed, 
wooden C-.U.C. pins. 


SHOEE and DLAZLS Vol.I No. I 

September I94C 
Send your: 

Criticisms to 

Craigue S. Perkins. 
Suggestions to 

liary Perkins. 
Tavorable Comments to 

Vera A. Perkins, 
This first issue “as concocted 
by a self -appointed committee 
with the approval of President 
Trod Field. 



mliington Section 




\fo l - / 'yjo ^ 

THIS and THAT 

It is interesting to note 
that in many Outing Clubs as 
The Prarie Club of Chicago and 
the New York Section of G.LI.C. 
it is necessary for prospective 
members to be recommended by at 
least two members; to be taken 
into membership for a trial per- 
iod at first; and often even to 
wait for a vacancy in the mem- 
bership. Membership in the 
Killington S^cfMtfr of G.LI.C. is 
open immediately to anyone in- 
terested, Seems as though in a 
city of 18,000 more than 90 
would be interested. Could it 
be it's too easy to get in? 

There must be many people 
who hike the Trail in their own 
groups yet never think of join- 
ing G.LI.C. Prehaps they feel 
they could seldom hike with us, 
or prefer planning and organiz- 
ing their own hikes. 7/e wonder 
if these people fully realize 
that G.LI.C. is not just another 
social group. It was original- 
ly organized to make The Long 
Trail. It exists now primarily 
for the purpose of maintaining 
that Trail and it's shelters for 
the use of all hikers. Much en- 
joyable hiking would be impossi- 
ble or less enjoyable without 
the work done by G.LI.C. '7hy not 
pass this idea along? It night 
bring in some supporting member- 
ships. 


Helen Field, Photography 
Chairman, has announced that 
two prizes will be av;arded at 
our Annual Meeting in January. 
Cne will be given for the best 
black and white print, and one 
for the best colored print or 
slide submitted, »iore details 
later but in the meantime come 
out on the Club's hikes and get 
some good shots. 


G.LI.C. TRUSTEE 

John H. Vondell of Amherst, 
Mass, was a winner in Class D, 
animals and pets, photography 
contest sponsored by the N.Y. 
Herald Tribune. 

Mr. Vondell is a trustee 
of G.M.C. and chairman of pub- 
licity. He has collected and 
prepared a group of Kodachrone 
slides of The Long Trail which 
are available for club and 
public use. 

His winning picture, a 
laughing duck, will be entered 
in the Newspaper National Snap- 
shot Awards with a chance for 
top award of $1000. Best of 
luck Johni 

********** 

f.'e ~xtend our sympathy to 
Pearl Nichols on the lecent 
death of her father. 


KILLINGTON nOP'i PARTY. 

Well, Churchill Scott’ r 
boys have finally got Cooper 
Lodge all tucked in for the 
winter. 

This year's damage to the 
windows amounted to four lights 
of glass and two sash. The glass 
has been replaced and the last 
two usable spare sash put in 
place. Next year we will have 
to do something different. 

The big Job was the appli- 
cation of new roofing paper over 
the entire roof. Seven sixty- 
five pound rolls of paper were 
back-packed up the mountain. 

The work party consisted 
of Fred Field, Churchill Scott, 
Robert Perkins, Dud Bump, Gale 
Spaulding, Ray Catozzl, Craigu^ 
Perkins, Janet Perkins, and 
George Coni on. 

On the week-end of Bopt, 25 
and 26 the deed was done. /<nd 
right away there were difficul- 
ties! It was found that duo V» 
faulty construction, water had 
seeped between the old paper ar.d 
the roof and had badly rotted 
aray some of the roof boards. 

It was necessary to use a metal 
panel from the old "Tin 3hclter" 
over one of the worst spots. Ray 
spent most of one day at the top 
of a ladder installing the 
missing flashings. 

The work progressed and the 
roof is now ’better than non" 
though we are still worried 
about thoeo rotted roof bcardr. 

The workers also acccropif.Eh- 
cd the laying of bright new lino- 
leum on the tabic and shelf » a 
big lmprovoment. 

Special citation should re 
awarded to the "Kitchen Patrol 1 ' 
who provided swell, deals at thw 
right times. 

This work party war. to' c-.‘ 
our largest and best Ir. re y . i 
years and "a good time war. > ad 
by all". 

(Editor’s note; 

Thorc must havo been soma 
strong backs on this work party. 
455 lbs of paper - whow ! ; 


! ' z\t y .‘. “ viu:x j tern's froi: 

CHlliCO 

I 

I iJ Dact" Noyes, a loyal 

| G.M.C. member currently located 
in Chicago, was in town for a 
few days early in Sept. She 
gave an interesting account <■- f 
some of the activities of the 
Prarle Club of Chicago. This 
is a large Outing Club with a 
variety of activities scheduled 
oach woekend. The club owns a 
55 acre estate on the southern 
end of Lake Michigan offering 
swimming and boating as well 
as hiking. Club members and 
their guests may spend woekonda 
or enjoy a ingle day outings 
there. As "Dart" described the 
general set-up it appeared to 
be similar, tho on a larger 
scale, to G.M.C. Now York Sec- 
tion’s Thcndara. 

Another interesting acti- 
vity of the Prarle Club is the 
organizing of a vacation trip 
each year. A different type of 
vacation soot is visited each 
year, usually at come distance 
from Chicago. Many mombors 
take their vacation annually 
with the Club group. 

"Dart" has also been invi- 
ted to attend the first fall 
meeting of the Chicago Mountain 
Club, which goes in spolflcally 
for mountain climbing. 

"Dart" surely knows how to 
conno^t with Outing Clubs. She 
had boon on duty as tho Metro- 
politan nurse in Rutland only a 
short time when she camo to a 
G.M.C ouo^ng. Joined up and 
became ono of our most regular 
and onthualostic hikers. Sho 
was iransf erred to Chicago '-this 
Jure and had boon there Just 
five c'aye when she connected with 
tho Prario Club. 

fhc tiP.id she found this club 
like our om G.M.C. Including 
people of all ages. Sho also 
said, "They r.n grand people, like 
I all Outing CO no people." 

(Thanks "Dart”!!) 
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It is a crisp, bright day 
with the- leaves gay In their 
fall colors and we arc off for 
Biddle's Hnobi This is one of 
"the knobs" in the riche of 
hills bet re on 71orer.ee ar.d 
Hubbard tor., 7/e drive to 
Florence ar.d there take the 
7'hipple Hollow road. Boon ve 
branch onto a real back-road 
which rinds along up hill and 
down, costly up, toward the foot 
of the mountains. 7e leave our 
cars at an abandoned fare and 
start hiking. There is no 
trail here, so taking bearings 
from "the kr.ob" re are aiming 
for, re strike out on a real 
cross-country hike. *s re begin 
the actual ascer.t the fallen 
loaves make a colorful carpet 
but add to the hazards of the 
climb by concealing the rocks 
rhich abound ir this area. Sev- 
eral times re think . e are at 
the top only to hear from the 
advance guard,' us t as re are 
panting up rhat v:e think - and 
hope - is the last 100 yards, 
"Ch,here is the top over here"! 
Finally re do arrive or. ar. open 
grassy summit from rhich there 
is a view of the valley and 
mountains in three directions. 
The climb is a bit rugged in 
spots but it is not long ard 
the view is ample re- -ard. 7/e 
would like to try it from the 
Ilubbardtor. side re::t time. 

Incidentally where did the 
name Bicdie's knob cri* irate, or 
is it really Biddle's Ixob as 
re were once informed? Does 
anyone know? 

(This isn't a 0^5 question but 
re'd be glad to print any in- 
formation re receive on this in 
our r.e;;t issue.) 

* ** * * * * * * * 

Congratulations to 
Hr. and Txs. hay Catozzi on the 
birth of their son, Jimmy. 

Jimmy is the youngest -em- 
ber of Hilling tor. Section G....C, 


Seventeen hikers or.'oyed 
the week-end of Get. 2nd ar.d 3*^ 
r.t the Ferkins' Camp in Herd or.. 
Twelve of the group stayed over 
night. Bveryor.c took a turn at 
kitchen work and this made the 
preparation and serving of meals 
a ..iror task and left plenty of 
time for hiking. 

Saturday night one group 
walked up the road. Sunday 
morning another group climbed 
Blue T.idge. In the afternoon a 
party of si:: walked up the road 
ar.d after some discussion de- 
cided to continue to Pittsfield. 
Two members hiked back to camp, 
commandeered a car ar.d drove 
arour.d tc Pittsfield to pick up 
the hiker* , The hiker* reported 
feeing some interesting Beaver 
Dam . ork. 
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Flace - neighborhood ..oc :s 
Time - Thursday, Cctcbcr 21 
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A.~. tO ? 
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as long as 

wc have custon- 
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ard ar. 

ythlrg 

to coll) 


Do you 

have 

some clothing 

w. c* U 

lacks 

the "new look"? 7/e 

can u 

se it. 

Cr h 

ow about those 

"white clew 

har.ts" 

you are tired 

of du 

sting? 

Tome 

body also might 

like 

' em. 




If you 

have 

friends .ho 


might have something , even though 
they aren’t G....C. members, pass 
the word along. They might be 
glad of a chance to dispose of a 
few things and the proceeds 
would help buy a few nails or 
something to repair a shelter, 
almost anything goes so bring 
whatever you car. find to the 
neighborhood Hoocs , Tednesday . 
October 20th . 7/e will be or. 

hand to receive things from 
IG A. IS. to 4 F..«. If you have 
things but car't get them to us 
call Craigue Ferkins - 907-.- - 
before Vedr.esday ard arrange 
with him to pick then up for you. 


WHAT AB0UT THE ICE CAVE? 

(by Leone Smith) 

A trip to the Iec Cave In 
Plttsford Is Just about what 
most anyone could ask for In the 
v; ay of enjoying the great out- 
doors. The road commissioner of 
the town hasn't modernized the 
road to It, and so to start off, 
one g€?ts the feel of getting 
well back In the country. 

Getting out of your car and 
climbing over tho bar-way gives 
you the feel of a way-back farm. 

Once over the fonco It Is 
a short, stiff climb through a 
pasture to the start of the nar- 
row gulch which separates East 
Peak from Bald Peak. Tho trip 
up through this slippery path on 
a hodge-podge of rocks, noarly 
covered with bushes gives a 
hiker all the fun he wants to 
stay on his feet. 

Coming to the mouth of the 
cave, one has hard work to find 
It unless he has the "Know". 

It doesn’t take too long to de- 
cide to sit on the log across 
the open hole and "hitch” your- 
solf along out to the ladder In 
the center. No one climbs out 
on this log but the feeling 
comes over him, "What's in that 
black hole below and can I mako 
It?" 

At the foot of tho laddor 
is utter blackness. But a woll 
organized party makos suro that 
the first follow down has can- 
dles and matches. To each 
little rock projecting out, he 
puts a llghtod candle. These 
arc far ahoad of flachlights, 
for when the rest of the party 
descond they see below them a 
great llghtod cathedral. It Is 
one of the prettiest eights 



trip to the bottom, nothing 
beats tho trip through tho 
"lemon squeezer" and no one can 
avoid It. We have never measur- 
ed the size of this "squoczor" but 
we warn you to go oasy on your 
waist measure the week before. 


Once having boon "Sauoze by 
the "Sauce zor" the visitor Is at 
the bottom of this big room. It 
Is a wonderful, construction by 
nature ar.d a great place for a 
curiosity "hound" . 

If the trip -wasn't In Nov. 
wo r . culd suggest you bring Ice 
cream mix and a small free zor for 
wc alwayc make lco cream dov7n 
there. This time of year is apt 
to bo the only time thcro is no 
lcc, but you will havo seen one . 
ofthe seven wonders of Rutland 
County when you've boen there. 

(Be on hand for this hike 
Sat. Nov. 6 ) 


EQUINOX 

Wo haven't had Equino* 
on the schedule since 1941. Per- 
haps It has takon us all this 
time to get up our courage to 
try It again! It Is a fact that 
for sevon ycare those who bade 
this trip have boon saying con- 
descendingly at evory opportu- 
nity, "Oh, you weren't on the 
Equinox trip were you? That was 
a cl lmb ! " 

On Sunday, Oct. 24, 1948 
wo arc going to try it again. 

If you didn't mako It before, 
come along and sec If it has 
been over-rated. If you were 
on that other trip, remember 
what a good tlmo wo had, so let's 
do It again. 

Of course there la an auto 
road now to tho top If you feel 
you must ride. Tho entrance fee 
Is $3.00 por car, no charge for 
pascongers. Soc you on top ! 
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THIS and THAT 

We are proud to say that 
ire have 43 Junior members In 
the Killlngton Section of the 
G.M.C. Some of them are away at 
college, others are high school 
and grade school students while 
others aren’t old enough to be 
hikers yet. 

Junior members are import- 
ant members In our club. In a 
few years they will be the lead- 
ers. Now Is the time for them to i 
learn about the trails ur.d the 
mountains so that when their turn 
for leadership comes they 7/111 
be ready. 

Why do we have so few act- 
ive Junior members? It Is sur- 
prising that In a community the 
size of Rutland more boyB and 
girls are not clamoring to get 
out on our mountain trails. 

A day on Killlngton, a hike 
to a mountain lake, or a ski or 
snowshoe hike over mountain trails 
Is an event worthwhile and 
enjoyable . 

Come on boys and girls, get 
your gang together. Come out 
on our scheduled trips and have 
some fun. Let us hear what you 
would like In the way of a Junior 
program. 

##■**#■«■*** ** *■* •***# 

Fred and Helen Field have 
been busy all summer working on 
their new home. We are glad to 
see them back with us again this 
Fall. 


COLLEGE CAPERS 
(by "Jan" Perkins } 

Just thought the folks back 
home might like to know what 
some of their "inactive" members 
are doing away at College. 

Since we can't hike with 
the Killlngton Section we are 
hiking with the U.V.M. Outing 
Club and occasionally with the 
Burlington Section G.M.C. 

The O.C. Is very active, 
having an Outing nearly every 
week. On the first hike of the 
year, to Camel's Hump, we had 
67 people l (Wo were surprised 
too!). The weather was fine and 
the sun shone brightly on the 
"Hump" which towered above us 
when wo started. We stopped 
for lunch at Montclair Glenn 
shelter and then wore off for 
tho top. The last part of the 
trip is pretty steep but all 67 
made It ; 

Since then wo have had on# 
over- night at Mansfield which 
turnod out to be a rather rough 
bout with the weather - wind, 
rain, sleet and later snow. 
However that doesn't discourage 
us - we have another trip on 
Mansfield planned for this week. 

Last weekend we Joined the 
Burlington Section G.M.C. and 
went over to N. Y. State and 
climbed "Po-ko-moonshlne" , a 
mountain In the Adirondacts 
near Lake Champlain. 

Tho we are "inactive" with 
the Killing ton Section, we are 
still "active". 


A TRIP TO LITTLE ROCK POND 
(by William Allard Jr,) 


Aa many hikers do, Don Peer 
and I take a trip oach summer on 
parts of the trail which are new 
to us. Last August we decided 
to cover the place south from 
the Wallingford Gulf Road to 
Rocky Pond . 

Starting early In tho morn- 
ing, we hitch-hiked to the place 
where tho trail crosses the road. 
Wo got to Grcenwall Shelter for 
lunch at noon and then continued 
over White Rocks and down to tho 


pond. We slopt well that night 
and 'rose early In the morning. 
After breakfast we put a sail on' 
the rowboat and spent the morn- 
ing cruising up and down the lako. 
That aftornoon two more fellows 
came lntd camp and that night we 
played cards until midnight, We 
We left the noxt morning by the 
South Wallingford Pond Road. 


i 

! 

| 
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************ 

1 ' JUNIOR MEMBERS 

•V . 

This lssuo Is dedicated to 
our Junior members. Wc like to 
• have them with us and whipn. they 
are away, wo think of them. 

Junior members away at school 

are I 

Daniel Jennings, St. Michael's 
Charles Sabourin, College of 

Pharmacy , Bo s ton. 
James White and 

Robert Rogers, Phillips Acadamy 
Andover, Mass. 

Marjory Allard, University of Vt. 
Barbara Spaulding 
Janet Perkins 
Robort Perkins " 

*** ******** 


ON and OFF the TRAIL 

Two of your editors (Vera 
and Mary Perkins) took a camping 
trip to Groton Stato Park in 
September. They camped for two 
d&ys and two nights at the 
Stillwater area on Lake Groton. 

Thjts Stato Park Is located 
about 15 miles northeast of 
Montpelier . Just off Route U.fJ. 2 
at Marshfield. 

Tho campers were equipped with 
tent, sleeping bags, air mattressos, 
plenty of good food and a Jug of 
water In case the water had bpen 
shut off. After setting up their 
tent on a tent platform, they 
took a tour of the Park (by car) 
to sec what they could soo. 

The Park is so big. 15,300 
acres, that they couldn't possibly 
soo everything In a two day trip 
so they Intend to go back at some 
future date. There are six bodies 
of water in the area. The largest, 
Lake Groton, Is three miles long. 
There arc picnic aroas at Ricker 
Pond, St lllwater ,and Osmorc Pond. 
There arc WO miles of foot trails 
and 12 leantos In the woods. 

Abandoning the car for a while, 
the campors took to the trails 
and climbed Mt. Owl's Hoad. This 
was a short climb. The view from 
the top was superb'. It gavo a 
grand Impression of the vast 
wilderness boauty of the area. 

Three of tho lakes wore vislblo 
from this point. The foliage was 
starting to display a little oolor 
with a hint of what to expect in 
a week or two. 

When the campors left, they 
both agreed, "What a wonderful spot 
for a vacation!" 

************ 


We arc all sorry that Mary 
PICO SHOWER Jennings has had to make sueh a 

The hot hiker can no I long sojurn at the Mary Flotchor 
longer refresh himself at the cold Hospital. Wo shall bo glad to 
shower at Pico Shelter. It Is a I welcome her back and hope It 
luxury of the past. Perhaps our 1 will bo soon. 

Trails and Shelters Committee may j ********* 

build It up again. Wo hope so. 

Did you ever try a cold shower j Vera Perkins has Just returned 

from a mountain spring? I from North Carolina. 


mo goes there? 


WORK PARTY TO THE BLUE TRIANGLE 

fey 

Donald Peer 

On Saturday, January ^2nd , 
Harold Valiquette organized a __ 
work party of Club members and 
friends with the aid of Craigue 

"P o "Lr q vq c 

The long put-off Job of 
moving the Blue Triangle shelter 
to Spring Lake was the task that 
brought Ray Catozzi, Tom Pease, 

Don Peer, Michael Jennings, Joe 
Valiquette, Ttmy Fusco, and Bill 
Allard out into the snow to tear 
the camp tc pieces. Besides the 
hammer and crowbar boys, were the 
spoon and coffee pot wielders. 

These were Vera Perkins and 
Eleanor TTalker. 

Arriving at the camp later 
than expected, the crew broke 
the part tally dissected shelter 
up into sections and waited quite 
a while for the truck to come to 
haul the load to Spring Lake. 

Following this, a generous 
supply of hot *f rankfurtf rs and 
beans was done away with. 

Nail yanking was the feature 
Just before the truck pulled in 
toward early afternoon. Everybody 
pitched in to load the walls and 
lumber onto the big platform 
truck and then followed it through, 
Cuttingsville in thc.hr cars. 

The steep hill "Jas just 
barely climbed by 'ohc cars and 
the truck wasn’t much luckier, 
but finally the south shore of 
the iced-over lake was reached 
and the "Blue Triangle' swiftly 
unloaded. The snow was too deep 
to slide it across the. ice ^ so 
the parts were Just pajCG up. 

This* concluded the work t Y at 
could be done, and the party 
returned to Rutland ■ 

The snow w&sn t =>s deep as 
cxocctcd and the day ..as — _le, 
making the trip satisfying ano 
enjoyable . 


TTho made all those V shaped 
groups of tracks winding and 
looping around through the winter 
woo*dsV If the tracks are v>. ry 
large, it was a "snow shoe rabbit". 

If the tracks arc. small, it may have b 
bc.cn either a small snow shoe 
rabbit or a "cotton tail". Maybe 
some can tell the difference but 
it is hard to prove. 

The ’’snow shoe rabbit is the 
Varying Hare of the story books. 

His color changes from white to 
brown in the spring and back to 
white again in November. This 
is a valuable protective device 
against the predatory birds like, 
the owl and the hawk, but he is 
quite helpless against the 
weasel , the fox and the bob cat. 

To add to his troubles, 
disease periodically wipes out 
larcrc numbers in limited areas. 
However since a mamma rabbit will 
raise from six to ten little ones 
each summer, the tribe continues 
to hold its place in society. 

Living in wooded country 
the "snow shoe rabbit" cats bark, 
buds of treeshoots, berry bushes, 
and in fact, any growing thing 
he can reach. He feeds at night 
and is seldom seen by day. 

He has no permanent home 
but sits in a spruce thicket or 
other light shelter through the 
coldest weather and wildest 
storms. When all is again calm, 
he comes forth and proceeds to 
make tracks - lots of them. 

The "cottontail" is smaller 
and greyish in color with less 
marked change from summer to 
winter coat; 

This fellow uses abandoned 
burrows of other animals occa- 
sionally but usually the only 
nest is a hollow on the surface 
of the ground concealed by leaves 
and lined with fur. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 
FOR19A9 


WINTER HIKING 


So far this year we have 
received dues from the following 
members : 

Martha Adams 
Barbara Allard 
Marjorie Allard 
William Allard 
Lucy Bishop 
Maude Canty 
Kelma Erickson 
Fred Field 
Helen Field 
Ruth Fostman 
Teny Fusco 
Loraine Gorski 
Sarah Hedges 
Mary Jennings 
Daniel Jennings 
Michael Jennings 
Ruth LaBrake 
Bernard LaFcnd 
Eryce Lund ell 
Louise Newton 
Pearl Nichols 
Janet Perkins 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Marjory Perkins 
Peter Perkins 
"Vera Perkins 
Charles Sab our in Jr. 

Jane Sabourin 
Bradley Sanborn Jr. 

Jerry Sanborn 
Leone Smith 
Robert Spaulding Jr. 

Harold Valiquette 
Joseph Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
Eleanor Walker 
Richard Walsh 
Dorothy Wclstenholm 

Each month as Eleanor 
Walker, Treasurer, receives 
additional dues, names will be 
added to this list. 

We hope the list will start 
growing right away. 

The enclosed slip is for 
your convenience. If your dues 
have not been paid, fill out the 
slip and mail with dues to 
Eleanor Walker, Treasurer. 


1 

A walk on a trail, through 
the woods and fields or on an 
abandoned road in any season is 
an enjoyable experience. In 
winter it is more than that. It 
is invigorating, soul satisfying, 
beautiful and inspiring. 

After a fresh fall of snow, 
when the ground is carpeted thick 
and soft, there is a hushed still- 
ness in the air. The evergreens 
look like marble statues. The air 
is clear and cold. The sky is 
sc blue against the white! It is 
the time to be petting your lungs 
full of fresh a'ir and seeing the 
woods in all their winter glory. 

The flies will not be out 
to bother you. Heat will not 
opress you. There will be inter- 
esting sights all along the way 
such as tracks here and there to 
speculate on. You will have time 
to think as you walk along. Prob- 
lems will seem easier to solve, 
cares will feel lighter and you 
will wonder why you don’t get out 
for a winter hike more often. 

SPRING LAKE WORK PARTY 

On Sunday, Feb. 13, the 
following ten men put in a big 
day of hard work at Spring Lake t 
Harold Valiquette, Fred Field, 

Ray Catozzi, Craigue Perkins, 

Lee Wilson, John Clark, Jerry 
McGloughlin, Joe Valiquette, 
Micheal Jennings, and Bill Allard. 

Six trips were made across 
the lake with toboggans loaded 
with sections and loose boards 
for the new Spring Lake Camp. A 
small amount of material was 
moved to the top of the hill where 
the new camp will be loeated. 

At 4:30 the men called it a 
day, built a fire and had a spa- 
ghetti supper along with the 
mince pics Maud Canty so gener- 
ously c ont r ibu t ed . 

«• Yr -* /<■ -:*• # •* * * 

New schedules will be mailed 
with the nexx, issue of "Smoke and 
Blazes". 
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ADDITIONS TO THE 1949 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

** j 

Helen Bailey 
Diana Conlon 
George Conlon 
Barbara Dee 
Helen Frink 
Martha Hakin 
Mrs. A. C. Mason 
Mr. A. C. Mason 
Barbara Mellow 

Shirley Morris ! 

Robert Perkins j 

Ellen Russell. 

Bernice Tuttle 

Skipper Field (associate) 

Bongo Field " 

Up to and including this 
issue the 1948 mailing list has 
been used in sending out copies 
of "Smoke and Blazes." All 
future mailings will be made 
from the 1949 Membership List. 

Last year we had a member- 
ship of 94. This year, to date, 
we have only 54 members. This 
is most likely due to an over- 
sight on the part of 40 of our 
old members. Attention to this 
matter will be greatly appre- 
ciated . 

Even if you can*t be act- 
ively engaged in the program 
of The Green Mountain Club, the 
loyal support of your continued 
membership is necessary if the 
Club is to continue to operate. 

Send dues to Miss Eleanor 
Walker, 87 Baxter Street, Rutland, 
Vermont. 


March 1949 

ANOTHER SPRING LAKE WORK PARTY 

At the latest Spring Lake 
Work Party held February 20th, 
Harold Valiquette, Craigue Perkins, 
Bill Allard, Joe Valiquette and 
Jerry McLaughlin and Michael 
Jennings put in another day of 
good hard work. 

In spite of the fog that 
hung over the area all day, the 
work of carrying rafters and 
boards up to the camp site went 
along smoothly. 

The next party should be a 
big one for the wall sections 
still remain to be carried up. 

It is encouraging to see so 
much accomplished in such a short 
time. The committee and workers 
deserve commendation from the rest 
of us. Keep up the good work 
boys, and before long Spring Lake 
Camp will be a reality. 

A TRIP TO KILLINGTON 

Ray Catozzi and George 
Conlon spent a recent weekend on 
Killing ton. They drove into the 
lumber camp and from there on 
found the going tough. There 
vasn't enough snow for snowshocs 
end the trail was so icey it made 
the trek up tedious. When they 
reached Cooper Lodge and tried to 
build a fire in the stove, the 
THING didn r t work too well. The 
ventilation inside the camp was 
more than they wanted. The new 
windows will improve that situation 
sometime in the future. 


Killington Section G.M.C. 
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MR. WHITEFOOT 

Just sit quietly for a few 
minutes in almost any GMC camp 
and you will hear the rustle and 
scurry of our star boarder, the 
deer mouse. Now don't confuse 
him with the common household 
pest. He is quite different in 
appearance and manners. 

Brownish grey on top and 
pure white underneath, his white 
legs give him the name , "Whitefoot‘1 
Approach him slowly and he will 
let you come within a few feet. 
Lacking the guilty conscience of 
his city cousin, he is friendly, 
and can be induced to take food 
from your fingers after an hour 
or so of patient tempting. It 
is said that in captivity he can 
be handled after a weeks time. 

The nest is built of grass 
and leaves under a log, in a 
hollow tree, or sometimes in an 
abandoned bird's nest. The deer- 
mouse doesn't travel more than a 
few yards from home, and if taken 
to a distance will return from as 
far as a mile. 

During daylight he remains 
quiet, but at night is very ac- 
tive. His food is composed of 
all kinds of seeds, nuts, and 
berries, plus an assortment of 
insects. Since he doesn't hiber- 
nate in the "inter he must store 
up food and these caches are 
found in such unusual places as 
cupboards, and pockets of cloth- 
ing left hanging in a camp. 

A pair of deer mice might, in 
a years time, have over a thousand 
descendents, if their number were 
not controlled by the foxes, bob- 
cats, wea s els, s kunks , owl s , hawks, 
and blue- jays. 

Even if we wouldn't care to 
live with these fellows all the 
time, they are interesting to 
watch and good company in camp. 

SLIDES ENJOYED 

Pres. Fred Field showed the 
G.M.C. slides at the Colony House 
Friday evening, March Ilth. 


TUCKER LODGE 

ON WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY 
i by 

Diana Conlon 

Our winter trip into Tucker 
Lodge turned out to be a hiking 
party although it did have ski- 
ing possibilities. We were 
surprised to see about a foot of 
snow in the wood. The hard crust 
however, made it ideal for hik- 
ing. We just skimmed along the 
topi In fact, hiking was so 
good that many of us took addi- 
tional side-trail excursions 
from the lodge. 

Early bird, Craigue Ferkins, 
was on hand to greet the morn- 
ing hikers. At this point may 
I mention Craigue 's prowess at 
wood chopping. 

The lodge was cozy and warm 
with a good fire blazing merrily 
away by the time the first hik- 
ers appeared. Some arrived in 
time for luncheon, while others 
hiked in during the afternoon 
for supper. Needless to say the 
coffee pot worked overtimei 

We had a grand day and by 
mid-afternoon we numbered seven- 
teen jolly souls. And there's 
something about a winter hike 
1 that makes the GMC coffee taste 
so good — it's wonderful J 

Snow was softly falling 
most of the day, just to remind 
us that it still was winter, but 
there was a definite Spring 
feeling and mildness in the air. 
We know of one hiker who had 
Spring Fever - Maude Cantyi 
Maude suggested a Spring house- 
cleaning and window polishing 
bee at Tucker for the girls. 

It's an idea. See you at Tucker 
come Springl 

i 

WHO 7/ANTS TO HELP? 

I 

The windows for Cooper Lodge 
must be painted. Come, and bring 
a small !rush,if possible, to 
Perkins : cellar Monday evening, 
March 2Jst, and every Monday 
I after that until the job is done. 




7.’ IK TER T.'EBK-SKD 

It really ; : as a winter . eek- 
end, much to everyone's amaze- 
ment 1 Hats off to Outing Chair- 
man Billy Allard for arranging 
such a perfect and timely s row- 
storm. According to Billy, ho 
put his order in with Lir. Kirk 
throe days ir. advance. (Hr. Kirk 
is an official weather observer 
and lives next door to Billy. We 
knew he v;as a friend of G^C, but 
hadr't realized just how good a 
friend 1 ) 

The first arrivals Saturday 
P.Lu. found camp open ar.d warn, 
with Host Craiguc porkir.s al- 
ready in residence. After hav- 
ing tea to refresh us from the 
hike ir: to ca-.p , the party start- 
ed off on an impromptu Scavenger 
Hunt. Articles hui tee :,erc those 
often easily found easily in the 
woods, but the covering of snow 
provided a challenge to the 
searchers. The roods .ere sc 
beautiful with t. eir fresh, 
white Bros tinr, that nary of us 
• ere too busy admiring , to hurt 
vary dili.-ortly. here of who 
groups, however , tarred ir. a 
very" yocd prof or arcc. They 
brought hack such difficult tc 
find ito; s as; a blade of green 
grass, a bird’s nest, and ar 
ar i.ual track. The winring group 
was rewarded with car dy bars by 
C aimer. Allard. 

After ar. cure •-! lent supper, 
Ben. ice Braislir. shoved pictures 
and told us of sc;..e of the high- 
lights of her Youth Hostel 
travels in Europe last summer.. 

A few of the ...ore ambitious v or.t 
cut for some ncc: light skiing:, 
but most of is were toe cc. fort- 
able around the crack! in. - cod 
fires to r.cve. “voryoro :as on 
hard later for re e sugar-ou- 
snov;. (Gar that he to Borricc . , 
for prcviviirg this treat.) 

Sunday was s ert in s: o - 
shoe arc ski h.i !:^-s tc various 
points. Bach, one ..as free to 
choose his own objective ard 
.ethod of transportation. Gone 


of our Jr. .-.embers had a fine 
time tobogganing. Everyone took 
ti.ro off from out-deer activities 
at I P.U. Twenty- two were or: 
hand then tc enjoy another of the 
excellent veals glaired by 
Pearls kichols, ..aude Canty, and 
Lora ire Gorshi. 

The party broke u: in the 
late afternoon , af cor what every- 
one agreed as cr.e cf the best of 
wary grand J * nt • . . cck-ends. 

(He challenge anyone to toll us 
of another place where one can 
get such a week-end, complete 
with meals and lodging, for BI.QO) 


COHIi’G EY’BIT 3 


TIHZ - Sunday, Her. 20th- II A .11. 

PLACE- Clarendon Shelter. 

This will be a co. hired 
Outing and ork Party. General 
cleaning up around the shelter 
•will «e done, to get it ir. read- 
iness for two hikin' season. 

There ay be a char co 'or so c 


! '• v« . 


xi 


:.c .rk 


:r 

permit, i'vis 
there will be 
f:r oxnlc ring 
sear chins for 


•cur.u conditions 
; a short hi: e sc 

too 


... 4 - -■ 

j „ Oi >jJ 


Cf 


pier. 

two Trail and 
early si r.s 
s ring. The usual GkC coffee 
will bo provided for all. 

Let’s get t.e spring hiking 
season eff to a good start, Co, 
bring your lunch and a cup, and 
meet us at the Aeldcn school at 
i I A . iw . 


********** 


c»t* -? r* . 

i. J JCt G* ’J * 


April 2nd . 


PLACE- 


v o v c- *; 


Flars are rot entirely com- 
pleted at this time for the 
kaple Sugar Party. It will be 
ar. evening party, starting about 
o:3C P .11. bo car. give you this 
dof j r:i tc i r.forr aticr. nor ; (I) it 
will bo hold April 2nd ; (2) there 
will be rugar-or.-sr.ov. , pickles , 
doughnuts, ..nd coffee; (3) it 
rill be f uni bo save the date, 
and watch the Herald for a later 
announcement, _ ”... o .ok., ff, 


AN OLD TIMER REPORTS 
* by : 

Clyde Spaulding 

*' I 

Trying to recall what hap- 
pened nearly forty years ago, 
should be attempted by one with 
a better memory than mine. 

;; I could remember the big 
barge, the feur horses, but 
could only recall the names of 
three others. I was sure we 
didn't need a barge and four 
horses to take us to Killington, 
but George Harmon came to my 
rescue with his scrap book. 

A picture taken at Brewer's 
before we left the Notch road, 
shows the barge with the name 
stencilled on the side, "The 
Marble City Queen." 

There was plenty of straw 
to keep our feet warm and num- 
berless buffalo robes to keep 
everyone comfortable except the 
unfortunate victims who were 
thrown "overbeard" into the 
snow - robes and all. Trying to 
untangle oneself from a blanket 
in a soft drift seemed to gener- 
ate a little more heat than was 
required, Judging by the language 
issuing from the Buffalo. 

The scrap book shows sever- 
al pictures along the trail, with 
the' snow on the trees like a 
fairy land . I do reca.ll that the 
ones who were breaking trail did 
not seem to aopre elate the beauty 
as did the ones following. 

Another picture taken beside 
the old hotel, shews twenty-two 
frost-rimmed individuals facing 
the camera and trying to look 
cheerful. But it does help us 
to identify Claude Place, Charlie j 
Cheney, Locke rby, Collins, Bob 
Davie, Robert Hoag, and Dr. Herb 
Yarrington. 

The pictures prwve there was 
plenty of snow. While some of the j 
crowd were building a fire from 
the old tumbled down barn, others i 
located the spring. After con- 
siderable work with a piece of 
board i we got down to the water. 
Then I was held by the feet and 
lowered into the hole to dip up 
water. Somehow this remains one 


of the most vivid remembrance of 
the trip. 

Everyone wore snow shoes on 
this trip but a year or two later, 
one daring individual made it on 
skis. We made considerable sport 
of him going up, especially on the 
steeper grades, but coming back 
it was different. In comparison, 
he was a streamliner and we a 
slow freight. 

There is something about a 
trip of this nature that brings 
out the best in everyone. Even 
a party to Killington when -£he 
snow is deep and the thermometer 
down around zero, is something of 
an adventure. When standing on v 
the top bracing against the wind f 
comes a feeling of self-reliance 
that no Emerson could describe. 

The trip home is rather 
quiet. Too tired to even sing, 
we are filled with a quiet content 
that can only be experienced 
after a day in the out-of-doors. 

*#•**■»■ *■***•*•#•# 

There will be a meeting of 
the trustees of the G.M.C. (par- 
ent club) April 9th, at the Rutland 
Library. 

*********** 

Helen E. Frink, a Randolph 
member of our Section wrote in 
and said, "I enjoy reading "Smoke 
and Blazes very much. Hope to 
get over to take part in a hike 
some day." (We hope so too, Helen.) 

#**«*****«# 

Ellen Russell of Providence, 

R. I. , formerly of Rutland is a 
loyal supporter of our Section. 
Though far away, she is still a 
member. A few years ago Ellen 
was one of our most active members. 

»*#***.* 

Pearl Nichcls and Vera Perkins 
are in Boston and will attend the 
Flower Show there. 


I 



Vol.2 No. 4 Killington 

WANTED « 

12 Strong, able-bodied men; 
g ood workers ; for Sunday, April 
24th, to- get the Spring Lake 
Camp sections to the camp-sito. 

The work party will leave 
Meldon School at 10 A. II. Dinner 
will be provided for workers, so 
call Craigue Perkins a few days 
before the 24th if you will be 
on hand. 

This new camp has a fine lo- 
cation. Let's get out and help 
make it a reality in the near 
future. You'll enjoy it more if 
you help build it! 

REPORT OF SUGAR PARTY, APRIL 2nd 
by 

Loraine Gorski 

Imagine a sugar -on-snow 
party featuring "Operation Sugar- 
house". Leone Smith was "boiling" 
during the prolonged arrival of 
The Green Mountaineers, at his 
Camp Sangamon in Fittsford, for 
their annual festival. 

Imagine walking into the 
aromatic kitchen where Mrs. Smith 
was merrily readying the syrup 
for the snow. She graciously op- 
ened her cupboards from which the 
tables were attractively set. 

And then the waiting and waiting 
until "S" moment when the syrup 
was just right. Remember the 
very first taste.... and the 
pickles, doughnuts, and coffee! 
Thirty-six forks or spoons scoop- 
ed up taffy or whipped butter. 

-Then to the fireside for 
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Getty Pagej a treat not to be 
resisted. 

Imagine waiting; a whole 
year for the next festival. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
OUTING CLUE 

On Wednesday evening April 
6th, the Gating Club of Green 
Mountain Junior College met at 
Moses Hall and heard Fred Field, 
Harold Valiquette, and Craigue 
Perkins discuss hiking equipment 
and foods to take on the trail. 

Thirty girls were on hand 
to see Fred's colored movies and 
watch him produce a complete set 
of cooking pots and pans from a 
pail ten inches in diameter and 
ten inches high. It's a good 
trick if you can do it and Fred 
can. 

Harold Valiquette demonstra- 
ted a double sleeping; bag and 
spoke of first-aid precautions 
on the trail. 

Craigue Perkins displayed • 
the Club's collection of photo- 
graphs and described several 
near-by shelters. There was a 
discussion of possible menus for 
trail trips. 

The Outing Club is planning, 
a series of hikes on the trail, 
starting with an afternoon trip 
on April l6th to Tucker Lodge. 

Congratulations to Presi- 
dent Field for promoting this 
Development. Every school in 
Vermont should have an Gating 
Club to help the young people 
enjoy and appreciate the otate. 
7/hat school is to be next? 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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THIS IS A HOT ONE. 

Perhaps the most satisfying 
thing about hiking and camping 
is the fire. No matter how 
tired or wet you are , get a fire 
going and pretty soon everything 
seems all right. 

There is only one right 
kind of fire. That's the kind 
that meets the particular pur- 
pose at hand. A high blazing 
fire is best for drying wet clo- 
thing, boiling water quickly, 
or baking by reflection. A bed 
of live coals is best for frying 
or broiling. Use an older bed 
of coals and hot ashes to cook 
cereal, pudding, vegetables etc. 
Sometimes all three can be had 
at one fireplace by raking a few 
embers to one side. 

Don't build too big a fire. 

It wastes fuel and you can't get 
near enough to cook carefully. 

Don't start your fire until 
a reasonable supply of fuel has 
been provided. And therein lies 

the secret of a good fire the 

fuel. 

Wood on the ground is gen- 
erally damp and slow to burn. 

Get it from standing dead trees 
or limbs. If this wood is wet 
on the outside, split it. It 
is always dry on the inside. 

You need an axe for this. A hat- 
chet is slower and more dangerous 
to use if you aren't an expert. 
Break or cut your fuel and sort it 

into piles of several sizesjfrom 
chunks two inches through down to 
shavings made with your jacanife. 
The. surest tinder is birch bark. 

Spruce and pine light most 
easily. They give a quick hot 
fire and are then gone. Maple 
or beach give a steady fire and 
long lasting coals. 

If by chance you are at a 
GMC camp with a stove, take time 
to cut your fuel smaller, not 
over a foot long. The new 
"Valliquetts Specials" a r Buff am 
and Clement will burn practically 
any kind of fuel. 


That Thing at Killington 
demands extra patience. After 
much cussing and discussing we 
have arrived at the following 
approximate formula: Keep the 

back half of the Thing full of 
ashes. Use only dry wood split 
very thin. Keep all your fire 
at the very front. Leave the 
dampers wide open 'till the 
Thing is full of burning wood. 

Then shut the pipe damper and 
cook. 

(All right then do it your 
own way . 1 

Just remember you can't 
cook a good meal over a poor fire. 

THE SPRING LAKE PROJECT. 

By 

Fred Field 

Ever hear of Shrewsbury Pond? 
That's Guide Book language. In 
Killington Section it is fondly 
known as Spring Lake. A working 
party (Harold Valiquette, Bob 
Rogers, Churchill Scott, Craigue 
Perkins, Gale Spaulding, Dud , 

Bump and Fred Field) slogged its 
way through rain and mud Sunday, 
March 27th, up the winding road 
past Sarka's Ranch to put its 
back to the task of trucking parts 
of the shelter up to its new lo- 
cation. 

After a fine dinner of spa- 
ghetti, salad, bread and butter, 
coffee, doughnuts and oranges 
cooked by our special cooks, 

Mary and Vera Perkins, wc com- 
menced toting each section of the 
cabin up the hill. 

The method was simple, the 
execution complicated. Throe 
poles were put under a section so 
six men could carry it - three to 
a side. Even though a path had 
been cut some of us had to climb 
over trees, bushes, rocks and down 
into holes. This way five sections 
were put in position ready for 
erection. But in spite of all 
difficulties and words a good time 
was had by all. Another Spring Lake 
Vi'o^k Parwy is coming soon. Join us!’ 
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COMING EVERTS 


Noah Webster says "mephitis" 
means "stench". So when a mamma - 
logist says "Llephitis mephitis" 
of course he means a skunk. Pre- 
haps this is the origin of that 
well known phrase, "You can say 
that againl" 

There are no less than fif- 
teen varities of skunks in North 
America but from a distance of a 
half mile there is little differ- 
ence. 

The skunk thrives on civil- 
ization, Ke will often forsake 
his home in a burrow or stone 
heap and move into town under 
someone's barn or chicken house. 

His favorite foods include 
grasshoppers, grubs dug from sod, 
beetles, wasps, mice, fruit and 
berries. He occasionally robs 
a beehive or chicken coop and no 
doubt destroys many eggs of ground 
nesting birds. Though he hunts 
mostly at night he is frequently 
seen in the early evening busily 
engaged in minding his own busi- 
ness. 

Sometimes Llama Skunk leads a 
single-file procession of half a 
dozen little ones. And do they 
hurry? They do- not. They have 
little fear of man or beast. If 
unthreatened they will pass with- 
in a few feet of an observer giv- 
ing no offence and asking only 
that their dignity be respected. 

The skunk carries no odor 
with him. If attacked or fright- 
ened he ejects three drops of vol- 
atile musk-like fluid which puts 
to flight the intruder, while the 
skunk himself remains unpointed. 

In the Fall when the temper- 
ature drops to about IJdegrees F, 
the skunk retires to his burrow. 

He dees not really hibernate but 
comes out with every warm spell. 

In the Spring four to ten 
young are born and the family 
stays together for almost a year. 

This little animal is at- 
tractive and interesting. Y/e 
should cultivate his acquaintance 
-- in a formal way of course. 


DATE - Sunday, April I7th 
TILE - 1:30 at Heldon School 
Place - Buffum Shelter 

With nature starting new 
life all about us at this time • 
of year, a few hours on the trail 
might be a good way to complete 
the observance of Easter Sunday. 

This trip has less than a 
mile of easy hiking, mostly on 
an old wood road. Buffum Shelter 
is on the Trail north of Walling- 
ford Gulf road. 

Besides being a chance to en- 
joy the out-doors at one of the 
most interesting times of year, 
this trip will provide an oppor- 
tunity to check up on the condi- 
tion of the shelter and put it 
in readiness for the summer 
hiking season. 

DATE - Saturday, April 30th & 
Sunday, May 1st 
PLACE- LITTLE ROCK POND 

A fine over-night trip has 
been planned to usher in the 
trout fishing season. Come for 
the day if you can't make it for 
longer. 

To reach Little Rock Pond 
we drive from Danby along the lit. 
Tabor read to where the road meets 
the Long Trail. This drive in 
itself is a trip worth taking. 

Two miles of good trail, 
most of it beside a small brook, 
brings us to Little Rock Fond. 
There is a log shelter , built by 
the U.S. Forest Service, on a 
small island at the N.W. end of 
the Pond. A picturesque foot- 
bridge leads to the island. It 
is a lovely spot to visit and 
spend some time. 

So let the fishermen try 
their luck. For the rest there 
are interesting trips in a wood 
full of treasure. Last summer we 
experienced the thrill of seeing 
a delicate, white-fringed orchis 
there. Xot's y. and see . hat 
nuprlsi may be waiting this year. 


4 


COOPER LODGE WINDOWS. 

Well the windows for Cooper 
Lodge on Killington are all pain- 
ted. The following members "de- 
serve the credit for a good job 
well done: Ray Catozzi, Gale 
Spaulding, Francis Rice, Churchill 
Scott, Craigue Perkins, Louise 
Newton, Loraino Gorski, Mary 
Perkins, Helen Bailey, Barbara 
Mellow and Vera Perkins. 

First metal brackets were 
Fastened to the corners of the 
windows to strengthen them and 
then two coats of red paint 
applied. The paint was donated 
by William Metzger and Fred Field. 

There are sixteen sash weigh- 
ing Fourteen pounds each to be 
eased up the mountain as soon as 
the snow has gone. Also there 
will be a small bundle of lumber 
necessary for altering the frames 
of the new, thicker window sasli. 
Nobod;; seems to be worrying too 
much about the transportation 
problem though. If cooperation 
continues to be as good as it has 
been so far this year, there just 
won't be any problem. 

ADDITIONS TO THE 1949 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Bill Battles 
Anna E. Berg 
Walter Johnson 
Theresa Quinn 
Francis Rice 
Robert Rogers 
Mary Ruthkowski 
Llndley Squires 
Marilyn Trop 
Lula M. Tye 

Seven of the above are new 
members. We are glad to welcome 
them into Killington Sections of 
G.M.C. We hope they will enjoy 
our outings and come with us often. 

Hat s’ off to Harold Valiquette 
who is responsible for this incre- 
ase in membership!! 

a # -* -* % '{• * 

Robert Rogers has returned 
to Phillips Academy in Andover, 
Mass, where he is a student. Wc wer 
glad to see him on the hikes dur- 
ing his vacation 


CLARENDON SHELTER WORK PARTY 
By 

Francis Rice 

We had a work party at 
Clarendon Shelter on March 20th 
and were very lucky in having a 
nice warm day. 

On arriving at the shelter, 
we found it to be in good condi- 
tion. The stove, an old kitchen 
range, was persuaded to burn 
softer a rather smoky session of 
figuring out the drafts. 

There was some wood in the 
shelter and C. S. Perkins and 
some of the others cut down a 
dead tree that was endangering 
the shelter in the rear. Thus we 
left a good supply of wood. 

After dinner we cleaned out 
and repaired the bunks. Mary 
Perkins and Clarence Smith proved 
that the Work Party pays when 
they each found a quarter while 
cleaning one of the bunks. During 
the afternoon we also put tar pa- 
per ; ■ :: on one side of the shelter. 

Those present on the hike 
included Eleanor Walker, Maude 
Canty, Ruth Fostman, Vera Perkins, 
Francis Rice, Craigue Perkins, 

Mary Perkins, Churchill Scott, 
Walter Scott, Pearl Nichols, 

Louise Newton, and William Allard. 
An old friend of the Section, 
Clarence Smith of Brandon, who 
shows up every so often appeared 
on the hike to every ones "surprise. 


•* T- > '!•-* -* ”<• 


At the meeting of the trustees 
of the G.M.C. held April 9th in 
Rutland, it was decided to have the 
Killington Section act as host for 
the Intersect ional Hike to be held 
the last week-end in August. 

It will be up to the Killing- 
ton Section to decide on the place 
to hold this get-together. 

* * '!• * -* * !H* * -* * •* 

Craigue and Bob Perkins went 
3 into Tucker this week and cleaned 
it up . They also improved the step 
a little. 



COMING EVENTS 

DATE - Saturday and Sunday, 
June Ilth and I2th 

PLACE- Clarendon Shelter 

This is a good overnight 
trip for the novice as well as 
the veteran camper. The hike 
is an easy one, making it a 
short haul for overnight equip- 
ment. 

A highlight of this outing 
will be a Pancake Breakfast, sc 
bring along your favorite Pan- 
cake flour and all the "fixifi's'.' 

If you can't be there for 
overnight, how about making an 
early start Sunday and joining 
us for breakfast? 

This may be a good chance 
to check up on some of those 
"Summer Visitors" . (see article 
in this issue.) 

DATE - Saturday, June 26th. 

PLACE- Hapgood Pond. 

This is all "Outing" - no 
hiking required! 

Hapgood Pond is a Green 
Mt. National Forest Area, which 
may be reached by car from 
Route II, off the Manchester - 
Peru road. 

This is a fine picnic 
area, with excellent swimming, 
for all grades of proficiency. 
There are bath-houses, out- 
door fireplaces, and, in short, 
everything needed for a good 
summer outing. 

Bring the whole family on 
this one! 


ADDITIONS TO THE I>49 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Robert Blackwood 
Payson Webber 
James ’White 
Grover S. Wright 

HI THERE EVERYBODY! 

I want to tell you all 
about the wonderful time we 
had on our hike to Little Rocky 
Pond, May 1st. 

It was a lovely sunny day 
when we left at ten o'clock. 

The weather-man was sure on our 
side until we started for home, 
and then he sprinkled a few 
rain drops. 

Mr. and Mrs. Conlin and 
Ray Catozzi we re the ambitious 
members and hiked up Friday to 
stay the weekend. Although 
there seemed to be more fisher- 
men than fish, they were lucky 
enough to catch four trout. 

There were fourteen persons 
who enjoyed the outing, among 
them were two guests, Joan Colette 
and "Bev" Bruce, who plan to join 
our club. 

The two miles of trail were 
in fairly good condition. The 
only complaint of the hikers was 
on the usual black bugs. The 
scenery and wild flowers were 
gcorgeous . 

All enjoyed the day and we ’re 
anxiously a'waiting a swell week- 
end at Killington. 

See you then, 

Shirley Morris. 


HOPEFUL HIKE 

by 

Marjorie Wedge 

Snow in April? No, impossi- 
ble! Well.... maybe. We of the 
newly organized outing club, of 
Green Mountain Junior College, 
found ourselves starting out on 
the Long Trail. We were tender- 
footed and anxious at the com- 
mencement of our hiking excur- 
sions, but ankle deep in, and 
blinded by, a blizzard of cold, 
wet snow. Of course we novices 
had come prepared not at all, for 
such circumstances. We needed 
mittens, but had none. We 
traisped through the muddy ter- 
rain with no boots, and one of 
our misplaced tin cups wallowed 
its way down a vertical embank- 
ment. Following the white 
blazes which marked the trail, we 
hiked up inclines, eantered down 
slopes, stumbled over rocks, and 
arrived at our destination, 

Tucker Lodge, after a half hour 
of exhausting footwork. 

Once at the lodge, which is 
a small, one-room shelter, some 
of us started gathering 'wood, 
building the fire, and warming 
our numbed extremities. Utter 
inertia followed, with the ex- 
ception of the fanatical bidding 
of those several bridge fiends 
among us. 

Soon the more energetic of 
those of our group began the 
preparation of the meal. In due 
time jt he sizzling hamburgs, tart 
pickles, and steaming cups of 
coffee v;ere finding their way to 
our craving stomachs, and Ch, did 
they taste good! 

The cameras diked, the axes 
rang, and the nature lovers scour- 
ed the woods for "Sal Hepatica" 
and other varieties of wild 
flowers. In order to reach school 
at our pre-destined hour, we 
loaded up our knapsacks, tighten- 
ed our shoe strings, adjusted 
our cosmetic make-up, and retrod 
the one treacherous mile of the 


Long Trail. 

None the worse off for our 
new experience, we collapsed in 
the cars that were waiting for 
us, and' burst forth in song; 
finding on our way home, the 
lingering thoughts of a well- 
spent day. 

SUMMER VISITORS 
by 

Henry Potter 

The month of May with gentle 
rains and warn sunshine brings 
forth a host of insects; food for 
the swarms of newly arrived bird 
migrants from the South. It is 
prehaps then that the enthusiasm 
of the bird watcher reaches its 
peak. 

Notable among the bird ar- 
rivals at this time is the large 
family of wood warblers, arriving 
in great numbers from their trop* 
ical home. Trooping 
through the hardwood forests and 
evergreen thickets on the hill- 
sides, as well as along the 
river valleys, and in the apple 
orchards; these little feathered 
gems are a delight to the eye. 

One who has not witnessed a 
"wave" of these active spirits, 
nervously flitting among the 
branches in search of food, has 
missed one of the great delights 
offered by nature. 

Many species are often met 
with feeding together, but space 
here does not permit of a des- 
cription of the brillant colors 
and markings of even the more 
common ones. 

Kinds like the Chestnut 
Sided, Black-throated Green, 
Black-throated Blue, Magnolia, 
Blackburnian, Redstart, Yellow, 
and many others, commonly nest 
upon our wooded hillsides and in 
cur valleys. A few species pass 
on into Canada to nest and are 
not found breeding at all south 
of the border, or are found spar- 
ingly at high altitudes in summer. 

Hikers along the Long Trail 
(continued on next page) 
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In June may be delighted by hear- 
ing- the songs of the Black-poll, 
Canadian and Myrtle warbler, and 
rarely, that of the Bay-breasted . 
Here in the cool bracing air at 
2000 feet altitude or higher, 
these species pleasingly mingle 
their songs with the flute-like 
melody of the Olive -backed and 
Bicknclls thrushes, the rapid 
tinkle of winter wrens, the trill 
of Juncos, and the slow refrain 
of the TThitc-throatcd Sparrow or 
Peabody bird. 

'ttt ###*»*** 

SPRING- LAKE 

Another work party was held 
at Spring Lake on May 8th. It 
was a beautiful day and five of 
the reliable Section workers 
attended. Churchill Scott, 

Craiguc Perkins, Michael Jennings, 
Joe Vale quo ttc and Bill Allard 
were the men present. 

Work is progressing slowly. 

Now that good weather is here and 
cars may be driven almost to the 
Lake , more workers may show up 
next time. 

THE INTERSECT I ONAL 

President Field has announced 
that the Inter sectional Hike to 
be held sometime in August will 
have as its main point of interest, 
Blue Ridge Mountain. Camp sites 
and over night camping will be in 
Perkins' field near the foot of the 
mountain. 

More details will be forthcom- 
ing later. 

SCHEDULES 

Chairman of the Outing Com- 
mittee, Bill Allard reports that 
new schedules will be nailed out 
with the June issue of "Smoke and 
Blazes" . 

KILLINGTON 

As this is being written, the 
Killington Hike of May 14 & 15 is 
in full swing. Details later. 


WHAT SHALL I BRING TO EAT? 

On most GMC hikes the Club 
furnishes coffee but you bring 
your own lunch. What will you 
bring? How should I know. 

Some people bring tasty 
sandwiches and a bottle of pop. 

Some bring hot dogs and marsh- 
mcllows. Some who like to really 
cook bring hamburgh or chops and 
potatoes to fry. Some even make 
biscuits or johnnie cake with 
more or less success. 

So make up your mind how 
much cooking you want to do and 
plan accordingly. We arc talking 
about a single meal. It is best 
for two or three people to plan 
together as this cuts down the 
waste and the weight of extra 
cooking utinsils. 

Well, for a main item how 
about canned roast beef, span, 
hamburgh, chops, cube steak, or 
sausage ? To go with that you 
can bring cooked potatoes to be 
cut up and fried or canned white 
or sweet potatoes which arc in- 
expensive. So called "minute 
rice" can be prepared in about 
ten minutes and is very good. 

Don't forget the salt and oleo. 

If you want another vegetable 
there is a wide choice of either 
fresh or canned. For desert, fruit 
goes well bn a hike. Oranges 
carry better than bananas, plums, 
peaches etc. Or you can make a 
vanilla or chocolate pudding allow- 
ing time enough for it to cool. 

Suppose it's an overnight 
trip. What's for supper? Beans, 
hash, macaroni and cheese, canned 
gravy on toast, all arc good with 
fruit, cookies and bread and butter. 
For breakfast better make some 
cooked cereal perhaps with raisins 
in it. Remember the milk and 
sugar for it. And a couple of eggs 
and bacon sound inviting. At least 
they do about seven AM on a chilly 
morning. 

Too much work? OK then 
bring sandwiches and pop! Sec 
if I care . 


Vc -if- -* * -* -* -» # -» * -* * •* -:«■ -* 
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Hibernation is much deeper 
than mere sleep. The breathing 
I and circulation are almost stopped. 
The animal’s temperature falls *■ 
nearly to the frees ing point but 

I not quite. If it should, he would 
wake up and dig deeper or die. 

I Bears, skunks, bats, ’coons, and 
other animals also hibernate but 
they are easily roused and some- 
• times go outside on warm days, 
j Not so the woodchuck. He stays put. 
j Two to five young are born 

about May first. They are very 
helpless for several weeks but 
about June first may be seen near 
the burrow playing like kittens. 

If you can manage to get 
between the little ones and the 
burrow entrance they may be easily 
caught by throwing a coat or a 
sweater over them as they run to- 
ward the burrow. They may be 
handled safely by the scuff of 
the neck but don't forget those 
teeth were made for biting and 
the baby woodchuck knows it. 


THE GROUND HOG 

February second is ground 
hog day to everybody except the 
ground hog. From October ’till 
April every woodchuck in Vermont 
is so deep in hibernation that 
he doesn't even know what month 
it is much less be worrying about 
his shadow. 

When New England was first 
settled woodchucks lived in the 
woods but they soon accepted the 
easier living to be found in the 
farmer’s fields. Grasses, flow- 
er buds, small fruits, and veg- 
etables are his favortle items 
of diet. 

As he is generally out in 
the day time everybody has seen 
him sitting up near his burrow. 
Greyish brown on the top and 
chestnut underneath he can be 
spotted against a green back- 
ground a quarter of a mile away. 
But most likely he will spot 
you first. If you approach too 
closely there will be a shrill 
whistle and the brown spot will 
d isappear. 

He never goes but a few 
yards away from his burrow. This 
retreat is perhaps twenty-five 
feet long with two openings at 
the surface and a small under- 
ground chamber lined with leaves 
and grass. These burrows are 
often hi-jacked by skunks, rab- 
bits, or foxes whereupon the 
woodchuck simply digs a new one. 

The woodchuck's appetite 
for farm crops and the nuisance 
his burrows cause when the farm- 
er tries to mow his meadow result 
in a continual state of war be- 
tween the woodchuck on one side 
and the farmer, his son, and his 
dog on the other. In this strug- 
gle the woodchuck still has the 
advantage and is doing very nice- 
ly, thank you. 

From April to October the 
woodchuck nearly doubles his 
weight due to his method of stor- 
ing up food in the form of fat. 
While the fields are still green 
and food plentiful he goes under 
ground for the long winter. 


HIKE TO BUFF AM SHELTER. 

On Easter Sunday April 17th, 
eleven GMC’ers gave Buff am 
Shelter its annual spring inspec- 
tion. Bad news.' Some of the 
paper has blown off the roof and 
must be replaced. Also we must 
make up a new grate for the stove. 

The party worked trail over 
the top of Button Hill to the 
spr’iftg on the north side. Blazes 
were painted and a big brush pile 
removed where a new chopning has 
crossed the Trail. 

Vice President Leone Smith of 
Pittsford and Richard Catozzi way 
up from Troy were with us. Come 
again soon. 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING 

No doubt you have received 
your notice of the Annual Meeting 
to be held Sat., May 28th at Long 
Tr^il Lodge. Plan to attend and 
get acquainted with the officers 
and workers of Vermont’s finest 
club. It will be fun and inform- 
ative. See you there. 



SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
of 

STUDENT MEMBERS 

Danny Jennings will be home 
from St. Michael's College for 
the month of July. T7e hopo to 
see him on some of the hikes. 

Bill Allard is to be a 
counsellor at Camp Holy Cross# 
Marjory Allard is going to 
work in the Arts and Crafts 
branch of the Rutland recreation 
department. 

Janet Perkins is going to be 
a counsellor at Girl Scout 
Camp in Fairlee, Vt. 

Charles Sabourin will work 
at Carpenter’s Drug Store in 
Rutland. 

Marjory Perkins is going to 
the National Aquatic School at 
Camp Watitoh* Bcckot, Mass, to 
train for her Instructor’s 
Certificate in swimming and life 
saving. 

Bernard Lafond will work in 
his father's store at 48 Church 
street , Rutland . 

Tony Fusco is to be a caro 
taker at the Rutland Golf Club. 

Francis Rice has his name 
on call with Uncle Sam. He 
expects to Join the navy soon. 

Your roving reporters, Mary 
and Vera Perkins expect to tour 
the State Parks soon and will have 
a report next month on one of the 
finest mountain parkways in New 
England; Ascutney State Park. 


VERMONT STATE PARKS 
AND 

VERMONT STATE FORESTS 

If you are looking for an 
Inexpensive vacation why not 
look to our State Parks and State 
Forest areas? These spots arc 
Ideal not only from the economic 
standpoint but they also offer 
far more than other crowded com- 
mercial resorts do. 

T7e have in the state of 
Vermont forty- four state forests 
and state forest parks. These 
areas contain lakes, streams, 
and scenic mountain areas, parts 
of which have been developed. 

There are also wilderness areas 
with virgin timber still standing. 

There is a service and main- 
tenance fee of from 25 to 50 cents 
charged per day per group of five 
or less. Camping fees are 75 cents 
for tent platforms and one dollar 
for leantos per group of five or 
less. Fuel is furnished* 

In the areas where camping 
is permitted you will find all 
the conveniences a camping vaca- 
tionist requires. They are equi- 
pped with ''.toilet facilities, pure 
drinking water, fire places, 
tables and fuel. 

Speaking of State Parks, 

Diana and Georgo Coni in have just 
returned from a vacation in Toron- 
to, Canada. On their way there 
they camped at Green Lake State 
Park, 20 miles cast of Syracuse. 
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K1IAINSSQN WOI& fKWTf 

fey 

Churchill Seott 

The annual overnight work 
party to Killington Peak was 
held on May 14 th. and I5th. 

As usual Cralguc Perkins 
went in a day early to carry 
the food for the party and to 
have it comfortable when they 
arrived. x 

Once again the work party 
consisting of Diana and George 
Conlin, Ray Catozzi and Church*!! 
ill Scott found more work than 
they could do between Killing- 
ton and Pico. 

After clearing the trail 
as far as possible we continued 
on to Cooper Lodge where we en- 
joyed a warm shelter and tasty 
meal prepared by Craiguc. 

Sunday dawned clear and 
cold; a beautiful day for tr^il 
work. The party hiked south to 
" Consultation Point" and clear- 
ed the trail back to Killington. 

We had a very nice dinner 
served by Diana and spent the 
afternoon working around the 
camp and visiting with a group 
of hikers who came in by the 
Bucklin Trail with Vera Perkins 
and Helen Bailey. 

The work party did as much 
as we could, but as always we 
can etand more members in order 
to accomplish all we should do 
to the Trail. We also found 
that having someone prepare 
meals for the work party allows 
them to accomplish so very much 
more. We owe Diana a note of 
thanks for the. nice Sunday din- 
ner she prepared. 

We finally arrived back at 
the Lodge at dusk after a very 
enjoyable week-end. 

There is a lot of work to 
be done between Pico and Kill- 
ington, and this fall we hope 
to have a one day work party to 
Pico shelter, if we can have 
enough volunteers. 

Let the Trail and Shelter 
Committee know if you can help! 


MEMORIAL DAY WIEK-SND 

At 10 AM on Sunday May 29th 
it was raining hard in Rutland. 

But Churchill Said, "Well, we 
planned to go, so we may as well 
go." So three of us drove in to 
Tcssicr's Lumber Camp and it 
stopped raining. There we found 
the new windows for Cooper Lodge 
and hung six of them around our 
shoulders t'.o keep off the dew. 

Dew! As soon as we started to 
climb we ran into snow and at the 
top of Killington there was over 
an inch. It was cold too. 

We built a fire and welcomed 
six other hikers from Burlington r r ' 
and 7/aterbury who came up an hour 
later. One of the Burlington 
boys saw a pack-load of lumber 
for the new windows beside the 
trail at Tcssicr's so he lugged 
it up the mountain for us. 

Thanks Bud. 

On Memorial Day three of us 
made another trip up the mountain 
bringing three more windows. This 
time it rained most of the day 
with the usual result. 17c cooked 
up a hot me •’l and helped dry out 
two practically drowned couples 
from New York who had come in 
over the Trail from the Lodge. 

Quite a week-end! 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING 

At the annual meeting of the 
GMC held at Long Trail Lodge, May 
28th, Prof. Roy Buchanan of the 
Unlv. of Vt. was elected president. 

Outgoing president Ted 
Goddard of Old Bennington announced 
plans for the summer hiking season. 
Besides the usual trails and 
shelter work, there will be a two 
week summer vacation camp from 
August I4th through August 28th. 

At the end of the summer vacation 
camp the club will hold its an- 
nual Intersect ional Hike in the 
.Blue -Ridge Mountain area with the 
Killington Section acting as host* 

Reports on the activities 
of the Sections were given by 
members present from the section. 
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ME3ILFR3HIP LIST 

Edith Ewaid 

Raymond Catozzi 
4 " v ' • ••Ricliard • Catozzi 

CLARENDON SHELTER 

The pan-crake "breakfast of 
June 12th proved to be an early 
morning walk that lasted well 
past the middle of the day. 

Four hikers, Lorainc 
Gorski and a friend, Bill Allard 
and Craigue Perkins, went in to 
Clarendon Shelter for breakfast. 
Then they went back down the 
road to the gorge and took the 
trail south to Spring Lake. On 
the way to the lake they cleared 
trail. It is now in good condi- 
tion except for a little more 
brushing out. 

The party returned to the 
gorge and had lunch. 

COMING EVENTS 

Date - Saturday, June 2<5th. 

Place - Hap good Pond 

This was written up in the 
May issue of "Smoke and Blazes." 
Hatch the "Herald" for further 
details in regard to the time 
of leaving Rutland for this 
delightful spot. 

Date - Sunday, July 10th. 

Place - Braddcr's Camp on 
T inmouth Channel. 

Remember what a grand tine 
we had here last year exploring 
the channel, fishing, and loaf- 
ing in the cool shade of the 
trees that hot summer day ! 

The new schedule is enclo- 
sed with this issue. 

There are many interesting 
hikes and outings listed so mark 
your calendar on the dates that 
you won't want to miss. 

REMINDER 

Don't forget the Rummage 
Sale that we are having this Fall. 


INTERSECTIONS HIKE PLANS 

This year the Killlngton 
Section acts as host to the 
other Sections for the famous 
Intersect ional Hike scheduled 
for Saturday and Sunday August 
27th and 28th. 

. lthough these dates are 
far ahead Fred Field called an 
Executive Committee meeting on 
June 8th to draw up the first 
plans. 

The gathering place will be 
near Perkins’ Camp at the foot 
of Blue Ridge Mountain in Mend oh. 
Turn left- from Route 4 three 
miles cast of Mcndon village. 

The turn will be marked by a temp- 
orary blue arrow. The camping g 
spot will be seen about one hp.lf' 
mile up this road. Caution. 

Narrow road I 

The fun will start as early 
Saturday as anyone can get there 
and will continue until Sunday 
evening. People planning to 
camp over night are requested 
to bring their own tents if 
possible. However some tentage 
c^n be supplied by the Commit toe 
if necessary. 

From the central camping 
area a number of guided hikes 
have been arranged from which 
everyone may select -.those he pre- 
fers to take. These hikes include 
trips to Blue Ridge, Pico, Kill- 
ing ton, Tucker Lodge, a tour of 
the Long Trail Lodge developments, 
and several shorter walks through 
the surrounding woo^s. 

At 2 PM on Sunday comes the 
big gathering for G ?r C coffee at 
the camp site. All arc expected 
to show up there at this time to 
register and have their picture 
taken. The gommitteo is working 
on plans for special events to 
be. held at this time. 

It is expected that this 
will be the biggest Intersect ional 
crowd ever turned out so plan 
now to be there and share in the 
fun. 

Remember the dat^s: August 
27th and August 28th. He will 
see you thero. 
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WHAT * S COCKING? 

The greatest difficulty in 
outdoor cooking is management of 
the fire. So before you start 
unpacking the grub collect about 
tv/ice as much good dry wood as 
you think you will need. If it 
is just for boiling, soft wood 
will do; but if you want to bake 
or fry get hard wood. It gives 
a steadier heat and lasts longer 
giving a good bed of coals. 

Now just for the sake of 
argument let's say you are going 
to have boiled potatoes and 
carrots, hamburg, biscuit and 
chocolate pudding. (Please don't 
argue.) Unpack the stuff and 
arrange it where you can got at 
it easily but whore other people 
won't walk all over it. Check 
through again to be sure you know 
what utensils you will use for 
each operation. Have a large 
dish or pail of cooking water at 
hand so you won't have to leave 
your fire at just the wrong time. 

Get your fire going. Now 
what are you going to do? Get 
the pudding done so that it can be 
cooling, of course. With the new 
kinds just mix thoroughly with 
cold milk and bring to a boil. 

Stir almost constantly. When 
it thickens slightly, it is all 
done. Set it in a shallow pan 
in a cool place. 

Now the vegetables. Cut 
them up in pieces not over one 
and one half inches through. 

Cover them with water and cover 
the dish. Bring to a boil over 
the blazing fire and then set at 
the side of the fire in a hot 
place.. If you leave them over 
the fire they will boil over and 
you will have to watch them all 
the t ime . 

Biscuits next. Use ready 
mixed flour. Make your dough 
fairly stiff. Grease the fry pan. 
(Anybody would know enough to ’do 
that. Oh yeah? ) Spread out the 
dough to an even thickness and 
cook like a pan cake at low heat. 
This is only supposed to bake the 
bottom of the biscuit so when it 


is well browned that's enough. 

Be sure to have a hot blazing 
fire. Tip the fry pan up at an 
angle near the fire with a stone 
to hold it and the handle point- 
ing to one side. The part near- 
est the fire will brown first. 

Then rotate the fry pan so that 
the handle points to the other 
side and brown the rest of the 
biscuit. When you think it has 
had enough remove from the fire 
and break it open. Hot bread 
always looks and feels doughy 
but if it doesn't stick to a 
knife it is done. 

It won't take long to do 
your hamburg so don't start it 
'till the vegetables and biscuit 
are done, and the fire is mostly 
coals. Take the biscuit out of 
the fry pan, add a little grease, 
and cook the hamburg slowly. It 
is better if you can cover the 
pan with a tin plate. 

All right now, hot vegetables, 
hamburg, hot biscuit and butter, 
cool pudding and GMC coffee. ' 

And if you top it off with 
a salad of minced t, kabitzcr n who 
would blame you. 

COOPER LODGE WINDOWS 

The last of the windows wore 
back-packed up the mountain 
Tuesday, June 7th. Churchill 
Scott, Craiguc Perkins, and 
Francis Rice completed the job. 

Now that they arc all pain- 
ted and up at the Lodge , the 
work of installing them can go on 
whenever a good work party has 
the time and energy to put into it. 

YIq hope it will be soon. 

INTERESTING NOTE 

At the annual GMC meeting wo 
met two retired New York school 
teachers who have been GMC members 
at large for the past twenty years 
but have never set foot on the trail. 
They enjoy supporting a good 
cause. 

77e recommended Tucker Lodge 
as an interesting short walk for 
them to take. 



WILGUS STATS PARK 

If you're planning a picnic 
you couldn't find a nicer spot, 
easily accessible to a main high- 
way, than Wilgus State Park. It 
is located on the bank of the 
Connecticut River , bordering 
Route 5, a few miles south of 
Windsor. 

Here you will find a nicely 
landscaped Ranger's cottage, a 
gift shop, green lav/ns, and, 
back from the highway on the 
shady bank of the river, picnic 
tables and fireplaces. All this 
is kept in fine condition by: 
friendly Mr. Russell, the Forest 
Service representstive in charge. 
A short hike away is a lookout 
affording a view of the winding 
course of the river. 

One picnic area, a little 
apart from the rest, is especial- 
ly adapted to large groups, as 
family reunions, club gatherings 
and the like. If you plan ahead, 
this area may be reserved for 
your group on a specific day. 

Mr. Russell told us that 
Wilgus is a common meeting place 
for family groups from farther 
north and south. Meeting here 
halves the distance otherwise 
involved in a "get-to-gether". 
Frequently at these meetings 
families exchange children for 
the return trip. This gives the 
city-bred children a vacation in 
the country and vice-versa. 

After several weeks the trip is 


repeated and the children re- 
exchanged . 

The land for Wilgus Park was 
given to the State by Col. Wilgus 
whose ancestors were among the 
first settlers of Ascutneyville. 

There are a number of day 
length, or shorter, trips which 
could include a picnic dinner or 
supper at Wilgus Park. Why not 
get out your road map and plan 
the one you'll take? Or, if you 
would like to make it an over- 
night trip, how about a picnic 
lunch at Wilgus with a hike to 
the lookout, then a drive to the 
top of near-by Ascutney. there 
you could explore its trails and 
then return to the Mt. Ascutney 
camping area for a campfirq sup- 
per and a good night's sledp. 

( We regret that lack of space 
prevented a report on the Mt. 
Ascutney area as promised. Look 
for it in the August issue.) 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Robert Perkins and Thelma 
Cole were married on Saturday, 
July 2nd in the Ira Allen Cltapel, 
University of Vermont. Bo tit are 
active members of the U.V.M 4 
Outing Club of which 3ob is •' 
president. 

Louise Newton will be 
married to Mr. Percy Adams <t>n 
Saturday, July 16th in the ' 
Congregational Church in 
Wallingford. 


THE HAPGOOD PON& OUTING 

\ 

\ It looks as though a GMC 
Hap good outing is bound to fail. 
For the second time this delight- 
ful spot has been scheduled for 
a summer hike. For the second 
time rain has come just at the 
wrong t ime . 

When we started out Satur- 
day afternoon, June 25th, the 
sky was grey but rain had held 
off for so long we were quite sure 
it would hold off for another day. 
We were Just being optimistic! 

By the time we reached Hapgood 
Pond it was pouring. 

Two of our party decided to 
go for a swim regardless of the 
rain, thunder and lightning. They 
just about got across the pool 
when the caretaker called them 
out saying that it was against the 
rules to be in the water during a 
storm. Well they got wet anyway. 

After waiting without suc- 
cess for the storm to clear, we 
decided to journey on to the Per- 
kins eamp in Mend on. 

Eleven of us piled into the 
two cars and were off again. 

It was starting Jo clear as 
we reached camp and after supper 
was eaten it had stopped raining. 

A group of the girls took a 
short walk up the road . When they 
returned the lights were lit and 
there was some lively conversation 
going on that lasted until after 
ten P.M. proving that the outing 
was not a failure after all ! 

SPRING LAKE WORK PARTY 

On June 17th Bill Allard, 
Michael Jennings, Churchill Scott, 
"Scottie", Fred Field and Craigue 
Perkins took part in another work 
party at Spring Lake. 

All the lumber, except the 
last two big sections, is up at 
the camp site now. 

Two more trips of eight men 
each and then the building will 
start going up. 

The work parties have been 
very successful and the men have 
accomplished much this past year. 
Keep up the good work ! 


BRADDER’S CAMP 

Ruth Labra-kc , who had charge 
of this trip insists that Bill 
Allard, Outing Ch. didn’t tell 
her that she was supposed to 
arrange the weather. In spite of 
rain there were 15 present to en- 
joy the Braddcr’s Camp and their 
hospitality. 

Some of our fishing enthus- 
iasts put in a long day trying to 
outwit the fish. Two or three 
ambitious hikers rca.lly did some 
hiking, while the rest of us en- 
joyed a good indoor camp- day with 
comfortable relaxation and conver*** 
sat ion. 

Those who made the trip up 
the Channel reported seeing some 
beavers moving about. 

The Maxwell Housg coffee can 
that accompanied the coffee pot 
contained sand instead of coffee! 
How long has this been going on? 
Have we at last found the answer 
to "tfhat is GMC coffee anyway?" 

TCe arc not concerned with "Who- 
Put The Overalls in Mrs. Murphy’s 
Chowder?" but we would like to 
know who uses sand for GMC coffee? 
Anyone solving this riddle may 
carry the coffee pot on the next 
hike. (We had our coffee just 
the same, thanks to Mrs. Braddcr. ) 

tfe were glad to have Mr. 
and Mrs. MacMurray (Diana Conlon’s 
parents), and a new member, Ted 
L’Angc, with us. Hope to see 
them often. 

BACK ON THE TRAIL AGAIN 

It is indeed good news to 
hear that Mary Jennings is hiking 
again. Along with seven others 
including Danny and Michael Jenning 
Thelma and Joe Valiquette and two 
visiting cousins she hiked in to 
Little Pock Pond on July 6th. 

There was some rain Wednesday 
but not enough to dampen their 
spirits. Thursday and Friday were 
beautiful days and the party en- 
joyed their stay here. 

Mary and Thelma slept out 
under the stars 

'Jc’ll be looking for you on 
the next hike, Mary. 


ADDITIONS TO MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Theodore L'Ange 

Carl Frankiewicz 

Mrs. Violet Hall - ’Vest Paris 

Maine 

Mr. Alfreds E. Gaujenieks ) , 
Mrs. Zigrida L. Gaujenieks) 

Nov York 

NEW S FROM AN "END-TO-ENDER" 

On learning at the Annual 
Meeting that Mrs. Violet Hall, 
a member of Killington Section, 
had received the "End-to-Ender" 
award we sent our congratula- 
tions and asked her to tell us 
something about the earning of 
it. In reply Mrs. Hall wrote in 
part as follows : 

"My son and I have been 
hiking the Trail for about eight 
years now, since he was a lad of 
eight and carried a 15 lb. packl 
*** at this present moment my 
"End-to-Enders" award is hanging 
all duly framed over my desk. 

*** I am far moi'o proud 'of it 
than of my college sheepskin, 
which lies laddering in a trunk 
somewhere.*** I've done some of 
it nearly every sunmer***about 
70 or 80 miles of it I've done 
alone with a dog. ***"Ain' t you 
running an awful risk?"asked one 
old lumberman. "Why, what risk," 
I asked. "Well — Idunno",he said. 
I asked if there were any bears 
about, and he said, "Yes there 
are, but you won't see them in 
droves!" I've never seen one! 

*** I had the satisfaction this 
spring to salve my conscience by 
going across the Winooski in a 
boat as per the Guide Book.***We 
£id the Trail from Birch Glen to 
Bolton, one nay , after -frost.*** 

We had quite a time slipping and 
sliding over frozen leaves and 
ground, down to the Winooski at 
Bolton, where we arrived at near- 
ly midnight, very glad to find 
our car waiting to take us over 
the river on a bridge . I told 
Mr. Vondell of it when I applied 
for my award and he said it was 
OK. But my tender conscience 
troubled me about that boat so, 


as we were in Montpelier this 
spring, we v;o: „ out to .Bolton, 
hunted up the young, man and his 
boat and he rowed us over- tho 
the river was high and our boat 
was half full of water when we 
got across . ***Now I've earned- 
my award, 

***I think my favorite camp is 
Jay - unless it be Little Rocky 
Pond.***No, there isn't a favor- 
ite, I love them all. 

: ***The longest I've hiked in 
a day is 22 Mi, I carry from 
30 to 50 lbs. or more in a pack 
- spend from week-ends to 3 wks. 
out at a time.***Xook time out to 
do across a good deal of N.H. on 
the Applachian Trail, and some 
in the Katahdin section of Maine, 
but my favorite is still the 
good old Long Trail." 

We wish space had allowed 
us to reprint Mrs. Hall's inter- 
esting and friendly letter in full. 
We certainly enjoyed hearing from 
her and almost feel vo know her 
already. We are proud to have 
her as a member of Killington 
Section and hope she may be able’ 
to join us on an Outing sometime. 

COMING EVENTS 

Date - Saturday, July 23rd. 

Place - Canty-Fostman Camp, 

Lake Bomoseen. 

This sounds like a grand 
afternoon and evening at the 
lake. Maude and Ruth say, "The 
more the better and tell them 
to plan to come early and stay 
late." 

Why not bring the family 
and make this a big outing? 

Official departure will be from 
Meldon School at 2 P.M. For any 
further information call 1910 -- 
Vera Perkins. 

Date - Sunday, Aug. 7th. 

Place - White Rocks. 

The summer schedule would 
not seem complete v;ithout "White 
Rocks". This is a good place for 
a "Cook-out", and is always a' fav- 
orite picnic spot. George Conlin 
has charge of this one. 


EXTRA I EXTRA ! 
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Cooper Lodge windows install- 
ed ! Work party puts in a long 
day and sixteen window sash. 

Starting at eight A.M. on 
June 28th the boys worked all 
day cutting down the new sash to 
fit the old frames at the Lodge 
on Klllington. By seven P.M. 
they were all in. 

The party consisted of 
Robert and Craiguc- Perkins and, 
guess who. Gale Spaulding. Ye-ah 
we finally got him out. Tommy 
Wilson and Jack Mull in who were 
staying a week on the mountain 
volunteered to clean up the 
mess of chips, shavings etc left 
after the operations. 

This project has been in 
the works for over a year and 
now it is finished. Wo don’t 
have to apologize for the board- 
ed up openings any more. 

Visitors can enjoy the grand 
view in three directions from 
within the camp. Come up and sec 
it sometime I 
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TRAIL WORK 

I 
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Churchill Scott and Ray 
Catozzi, co-chairmen of the Trail 
Committee report that two confus- 
ing spots on the Trail have been 
improved . 

At the "lower road" in Shrew- 
sbury small arrows have . been put 
up and the Trail re-blazed along 
the road which it follows for 
about 100 yards. 

At Clarendon Gorge the alter- 
nate route skipping the somewhat 
dangerous cliff edge has been 
cleared. 

INTERSECTIONAL AUG. 27 & 25 

Details in regard to the 
Intcrsectional were written up- 
in the June issue of "Smoke and 
Blazes." Anyone desiring further 
information wr-.tc to Fred Field, 
President of Killington Section, 

98 Killington Ave ., Rutland, Vt, 

More information in Aug. issue. 


"I HAVEN’T A THING TO WEAR" 

In deciding what clothing to 
wear on a summer hike several 
factors should be considered. 

Among them arc the temperature , 
the likelihood of rain, the ex- 
ertion to be made, the type of 
country traveled and your own 
personal notions. 

Remember you arc always much 
warmer walking than you arc stand- 
ing still. If you carry a pack 
or climb a mountain or hurry, 
that adds to the heat produced 
and you will require correspond- 
ingly loss clothing. So don't 
start off with a lot of sweaters 
or coats that will have to be 
removed later, perhaps after you 
have become sweaty and In. danger 
of being chilled when you stop. 

Do carry one extra wool shirt or 
jacket to put on when you rest. 

The summits of the higher moun- 
tains arc generally cool and 
windy even in summer so plan 
accord ingly . 

Hard woven cotton clothing 
is generally best for Funmcr wear. 
If flics or mosquitoes are apt to 
be out better wear a long sleeved 
shirt. For the same reason slacks 
are better than shorts for the 
ladies. Also nettles and black- 
berry bushes can make life mis- 
erable if they can get at you. 

Never mind a raincoat. If 
it rains you will get wet anyway. 
If you wear a waterproof garment 
you will be soaked with sweat. 

It is better to just let it rain. 
In your waterproof pack you should 
havo a dry shirt to put on when 
you get to camp. 

If you step off in the early 
morning on to a weedy trail, it 
will be like making a cold shower 
but you vo’n't be cold while walk- 
ing and in ar. hour or so your clo- 
thing will dry on you. Likewise 
after a rain. 

So don’t worry too much about 
details but get out on tho Trail 
for a week or a day or even for 
an hour before cold weather makes 
heavy packs necessary. 
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INTERSECTIONAL PLANS 

We hope the Klllington Section 
members will turn out lr strong" 
for the Intersections.!. The 
dates ~ Saturday, Aug. 27 and 
Sunday, Aug. 28. The camp base 
is to be at the big field in 
front of the Perkins Camp in 
Me nd on . 

Details were given in the 
June issue of '‘Smoke and Blazes.” 
President Fred Field has 
appointed the following committ- 
ees to help make the affair a 
success: 

General Supervision 
Craigue Perkins 
Local Publicity & Contacts: 

Fred Field 

P.0. Box 828, Rutland, Vt. 
or 'phone 82 1 5 Days 

" 3 S 3 M Evenings 

Hiking Information & Schedule 
Mary Perkins 
Tera Perkins 
T g nt s • 

Harold Valiquette 
Tenting Space , Fireplaces , Wood : 
Craigue Perkins 
Entertainment at Campfire: 

Diana Coni in 
Helen Field 

Coffee Making & Serving: 

Eleanor Walker 
Ruth LaBrake 
’•-Maude Canty 
Hikes: 

1. Blue Ridge - C. Perkins 

5 ml. round trip 3 hrs. 

2. Tucker - G. Conlin 

6 mi. R.T. 3 hrs. 

3 . Pico Peak - R. Catozzi 
5 mi. R.T. 4 hrs. 


4. Klllington Peak C. Scott 

3 mi.r.t. B Trail 2 \ hrs. 

5. Noyes Pond can be planned 

12 mi. - 6 hrs. 

Hikes can also be taken to 
Long Trail Lodge and Nature Trails. 

The came site for this Intcr- 
scctior.al get- together is ideally 
situated not far from tho mong 
Trail in open meadows surrounded 
by forests of evergreens with 
many nice walks available through 
these woods. There arc brooks 
and good spring water close by. 

Killington Section will fur- 
nish coffee, camping space, guides 
and fire wood. There will be 
someone on hand to give out in- 
formation on all hikes. Saturday 
night we plan to have a community 
camp fir® where we can swap Section 
nows and sing a song or two. If 
you miss this why not gossip with 
us at coffee time Sunday at 2 P.M. 

That's the dope on the Big 
Inter sectional, now get the gang 
together and come up for some fun. 

CAMP SAGAMON BOYS 

Leon Smith and a group of 
his Camp Sagamon boys held a work 
party at Spring Lake a few weeks 
ago. They carried tho remaining 
soctlons of what, is to be the new 
G.M.C. Killington Sect ion, Spring 
Lake Cabin up to the camp site. 

The Club appreciates the 
work and says i: Thanks very much." 

It would be a nice idea if 
other boy's camps had generous 
offers of help along this line. 


CANTY- FOSTMAN CAMP 


COMING EVENTS 
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On Saturday, July 23rd, 
about twenty-five lucky people 
enjoyed a grand afternoon and 
evening at Lake Bomoseen. 

This camp offered everything 
anyone could wish for. If there 
is a nicer spot on the Lake we 
haven't seen it. There was swim- 
ming, boating, a rubber raft to 
float around on, a la,rge porch, 
shady lawn, and of course Maude 
and Ruth working most success- 
fully to make everyone happy. 

Harold Valiguette was there 
with his motor-boat and obliging- 
ly ran excursions, giving every- 
body a good ride. 

If you weren’t around for 
this one you missed one of the 
best Outings of this, or any, 
season. Thanks Maude and Ruth. 

WHITE ROCKS HIKE 
by 

Jim White 

"It isn't as bad as it looks 
from here", according to Craigue 
Perkins, but no one cared to 
climb the cliffs at White Rocks 
when the GMC held an outing 
there Sunday, August 7th. The 
Club took a back road from which 
a short trail led to the west 
side of the rocks. The rocks 
had all the comforts of home, in- 
cluding air conditioning and ice- 
water. There Fred Field, who 
had hiked in from Little Rocky 
Pond with Bongo, joined the group-. 
After a period of exploration, 
the meeting adjourned to Elfin 
Lake for a sv/im. Supper was cookec 
at the White Rocks Picnic area. 

A short hike followed so as to get 
a better view of the cliffs. 

The hike was attended by 
Churchill Scott 3r. and Jr. , 

Fred Field, Bob Rogers, Vera 
Perkins, Mary and Craigue Perkins, 
Thelma and Bob Perkins, and Jim 
White . 

For a change, the fellows 
were in the majority. 


Date - Sunday, Sept. 11 

Place- Mt. Carmel 

This is always a good trip- 
and should be especially interest- 
ing this year. The Trail Patrol 
of the Main Club has built a new 
Carmel Shelter this season, and 
this will be our first visit to 
it. 

The road approach to Mt. 

Carmel is via the road to Mountain 
Top Tavern. Cars are left some 
distance beyond this point. The 
hike to the foot of the mountain 
is about 2 miles. Another 3/4 
of a mile brings one to the top* 
where there is a fire tower and 
a good view. 

Watch the Herald for details 
on starting time, or call Bill 
Allard . 

WORCESTER SECTION NEWS 

In a letter from Francos 
Green we learned that a group of 
six hikers from the Worcester 
Section climbed Pico over tho 
Memorial Day week-end. 

The trip was written up by 
James Marston, one of tho group, 
an<J published In a Worcester 
paper with a good picture of 
Pico talgon by Miss Green. 

In his story of the trip-, 
Marston told of the surprised 
look on the fire warden’s face 
when he opened the door of his v 
cabin and saw a hiker in shorts 
and thin shirt, for a snow storm 
was blowing on the peak and it 
was cold. 

The next day the group- hiked 
over five miles of the Long Trail 
from Wallingford north to Claren- 
don Gorge. They enjoyed the 
nearby views but the mountains were 
obscured by clouds. In a wooded 
section a doc was seen. At Clar- 
endon Gorge they looked down at 
Mill river two hundred feet below, 
in a picturesque and beautiful 
setting. 
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TRAIL TRIP 


by 

Fred Field 


For some time I have been 
very anxious to hike some of the 
Long Trail where I have never 
been before. Saturday, Aug. 6th 
the opportunity presented itself 
for an overnight to Little Rocky 
Pd. and V/hite Rocks, so I start- 
ed out. I took Pico Bongo, my 
Springer who is a section member 
with me. 


Rot being very experienced 
in knowing what to take I first 
followed Craigue Perkins' suggest- 
ions in "Smoke and Blazes" as to 
clothing for the summer trip. 

Then for food I wrote out what I 
would like to eat for each meal. 
Next, I crossed out half of it 
and changed a little. The final 
menus came to this : 

Sat.Nifht: Fish, rice, corn 

Koolf-ald and fruit. 
Sun, Morn; Orange & peach tea, 
bread or toast, eggs. 
Sun. Noon; Chicken leg, rice, 
bread, Kool-aid, 
fruit. 


Sun. Night: Bread £ jelly sand. 

chicken leg, Kocl- 
aid or tea, fruit. 
Because it was very hot weather, 

I found the Kool-aid more useful 
and light to carry. I froze the 
meat before leaving and put it in 
ice-cream bags to keep it as long 
as possible. Rice is light, but 
be sure to cook it long enough. 

(I made that mistake once.) I 
took peaches and oranges, but 
had to eat the peaches first- 
oranges last better. Two eggs, 
raw, out of the shell in an olive 
bottle, kept well too. I had salt; 
sugar, butter, rice, all in small 
bottles . 

Other things I carried were 
a summer sleeping bag, change of 
clothes, bathing trunks, canvas 
water pail, cameras, and playing 
cards . 


Going in to Little Rocky 
Pond from Danby road Saturday, P.M^ 
I arrived just in time to have a 
swim and supper. As usual I had 
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plenty of company. Two boys were 
staying there for a two weeks va- 
cation. They were from Philadel- 
phia. A man and his wife were 
tenting near-by on their way 
south. In the shelter, beside 
Bongo and I, were LIr.£ Krs.Swehla 
from Turner's Falls, with their 
three daughters and another girl. 
The youngest daughter is seven. 
They had been on the Trail almost 
a week, going from Stratton Pond 
to the Long Trail Lodge. V/e kept 
company up to White Rocks where I 
left them to go down to the 
Picnic Area, and afterwards to 
meet the Section on its trip to 
the 7hite Rocks ice caves. 

The trip was really grand, 
the weather fine, but hot and ex- 
cept for the following incident 
all went well. 

Because I was afraid the dog 
would go after a hedgehog at 
night I took him in my bunk with 
me. There was no nail where I 
could hitch him so I put his rope 
around my arm, thinking if he 
tried to go anywhere he would 
wake me and I could then stop him. 
In the middle of the night a porky 
commenced to chew on the back of 
the shelter. Cf course I was 
sound asleep, but Bongo wanted to 
investigate, up he jumped, and up 
I jumped also I ’Veil, it's all 
in a day's work. 


WORK PARTY 


On July 27th Jim '.Vhite, Vera, 
Ilary and Craigue Perkins covered 
a portion of the trail from the 
Governor Clement shelter north. 

A number of blow-downs were re- 
moved from the trail and the 
smaller growth was brushed out. 

All were back at the shelter for 
supper just before a thunderstorm 
broke. In spite of very hot 
weather a good day's work was 
done. 


ADDITIONS TO MEMBERSHIP 
LIST 1949 

Walter Churchill Scott Jr, 
Phillis Swehla - Turner's Falls. 
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If you want to climb a moun- 
tain in your car, take Ascutney 
mountain, elevation 3 } I44 feet. 
This mountain park can be reach- 
ed from U.S. four miles south 
of Windsor, Vermont. 

At the park entrance, you 
stop at the caretaker's lodge, 
register and pay a 500 fee. Then 
you drive up the winding well 
paved mountain road for about 
four miles, park your car in 
the large parking areu and pro- 
cede on foot to the summit. This 
is about a ten minute walk over 
a wide trail. Winding stone 
steps have been placed conven- 
iently and artistically at sev- 
eral rises. 

When you reach the summit 
you will want to climb the fire 
lookout tower from which you 
can see the meandering Connecti- 
cut river, mountains, hills and 
lakes of N.H. to the east, and 
Pico, Killington, Stratton, and 
Okemo to the west and south. 

On your way down take the 
northerly trail to Brownsville 
Rock. You will get a grand view 
here of the main range of the 
Green Mountains and a patch work 
pattern of farm land, forests 
and villages which will fascin- 
ate you. 

Prehaps you will wonder 
about the stone foundation of 
the remains of a building. Here 
is the story: In 1904 the Ascut- 

ney Mountain Association comple- 
ted a stone house at this spot. 

On Labor Day of that year 500 
people climed the mountain to 
attend the dedication. Today, 

45 years later, all that remains' 
is a resemblance to a foundation. 

Of course you have a picnic 
lunch in your car. Drive down 
to the picnic area where you 
will find complete facilities 
for a picnic; piped spring water, 
stone fireplaces, tables, and 
sanitary facilities. 

Before you leave the park 
take a look at the camping area. 
You may want to come back some 


day to pitch your tent. This 
area is located near the care- 
taker's lodge at the base of the 
mountain. It has available, 
spring water, tables, stone fire- 
places, tent platforms and san- 
itary facilities including 
showers . 

You will be impressed by 
the cleanliness and the attract- 
iveness of Vermont's State For- 
ests and State Parks. Visit 
them and become acquainted with 
the quiet, peaceful beauty of 
our State. 

NEWS FROM N.Y. SECTION 

In an interesting letter 
from the N.Y. Section we learned 
about a worth while activity they 
participate in. Through a com- 
mittee in their club they take 
part in Conservation work. 

This committee is allowed a 
sum of money to spend for dues 
to large national organizations 
devoted to conservation. Maga- 
zines and booklets are received 
and studied by the committee and 
then taken to Thendara and kept 
on file. The committee includes 
a large percentage of older mem- 
bers who want to do club work but 
do not get out very often on hikesi 

Helen Raymond, Conservation 
Chairman for the Section told of 
many interesting programs arranged 
by her committee. Walks are taken 
to observe experiments with stop- 
ping soil erosion. Dinner meet- 
ings arc held and ccnsorvati* n \ 
films shown. A Saturday walk to 
a member's back yard beehives , with 
talks and explanations as to how 
bees help in conservation work 
made another informative trip. 

All this gives us the idea 
that the Killington Section could 
do something similiar (prohaps in 
a smaller way) that would be well 
worth while. How about it? 

**** * ** * * * 

We wish to extend sympathy 
to Eleanor Walker for the loss of 
her mother on July 2Cth. 



1949 INTERSECT IOKAL 
by 

Fred Field 

The Long Trail News mention- 
ed recently that little had been 
heard from the different sections. 
If the Sections attended more get-* 
togethers like the recent Inter- 
sectional, they would get all the 
news. This was one of the most 
interesting features of the meet 
in my opinion and to many others, 

I know. At the Saturday night 
campfire someone representing •. 
each Section present gave the 
highlights of their club activi- 
ties and what they knew of trail 
conditions. We all were very in- 
terested and wished there had t ' 
been more than 4 Sections present. 

Altogether about 35 took ad- 
vantage of the excellent weather 
and hiking offered by our hard 
working committee at the Perkins’ 
camp in Hendon Aug. 27-28, Some 
of us were fortunate to be able 
to go up for the night of the 26 
and others were less fortunate 
to be able to stay through the 
thunder storms of the night of 
the 2oth. Hikes had been planned 
for not only Blueridge, but also 
Tucker, Pico, Killington, Noyes 
Fond, and other woodland trails. 
We waited until we knew how many 
wanted to go here or there and 
then off we went. There were at 
least 2 trips up Blueridge, and 
one to Noyes Pond, also one to 
the beaver dams north on the El- 
bow' Road. The weather was warm 
and sunny so the, scenery was 
beautiful and picture taking was 
in order. 


The Section committee took 
care to see that plenty of coffee 
was available to the other campers, 
also wood, tents and fireplaces. 
Since I was a camper in a tent I 
can vouch for the super job done. 
The camping site was perfect and 
although I did chop wood, I did 
not have to go far to get it. The 
camping site had been arranged and 
built by some Girl Scouts, so 
there was nothing lacking.' 

Speaking of our sleeping, 
vjhereas most of us were in tents, 
there are now two of our clan who 
know the trials and tribulations 
of the tropical hammocks. At 
least they know not to swing them 
over a stone wall. 

The three Sections represent- 
ed beside Killington, were Benning- 
ton, Worcester, and Brattleboro. 

The Saturday night campfire fea- 
tured also community singing with 
delightful solos by Jim Greene of 
7/crcester and Harold Valiquette 
of Rutland. 7/e even had' some 
square dancing on the green in 
front of the house, a good base- 
ball game with Thelma Perkins as 
the only lady batter, and several 
of the more ambitious played horse- 
shoes. Ted Goddard and John Paul- 
son furnished tender , yellow corn 
for everybody at Sunday dinner. 

There is no doubt that every- 
one had a good time. We wished 
that more of the Sections could 
have taken part - it is good for 
us to get acquainted and learn 
about other Section activities. 

Thank you again to all of 
you who worked so to put this 
over. You did a great job. 


FIRE! 


MOUNT CARMEL KIKE 

by 

Jim White 


ZL 


Our good friend W. E. Bradder 
of the State Forestry Department 
tells us they have had two small 
but expensive fires on The Long 
Trail this year. They occured in 
the towns of Bolton and Jay, high 
in the mountains at a considerable 
distance from water. 

They were apparently caused 
•,by the failure of hikers to ex- 
tinguish lunch fires. At Mr. 
Bradder' s suggestion we have sent 
fire prevention posters to all the 
GMC Sections with the hope that 
they will be placed in all camps 
on the trail. 

... The Long Trail attracts 
people to the most inaccessable 
parts of Vermont's forests at th© 
very time of year when danger 
from fire is at its worst. It is 
definitely the responsibility of 
the Green Mountain Club to make 
every effort to prevent damage to 
private and public lands through 
which the Trail passes. Our guide 
book contains adequate warning 
regarding the care of fire and 
this should be repeatedly brought 
to the attention of hikers through 
posters in camps and references 
in other literature. 

In dry weather it is phys- 
ically impossible to extinguish a 
fire in thick woods without water, 
no matter how good the intentions. 
Fires built in the fireplaces pro- 
vided at shelters arc reasonably 
safe. No other fires should be 
built along the Trail except be- 
side springs or brooks where water 
is available. Such suitable pla- 
ces for fires should be selected 
and marked by the GMC and their 
locations noted in the guide book. 

Of course everybody expects 
the Killington Section to show the 
way so lot's go. 

******««»*** 

We have received a request 
from the Assist. Librarian of 
Dartmouth College Library for all 
the back numbers of "Smoke & Blazes 
He would also like future numbers 
as Issued. We shall endeavor to 
fill this request. 


Practically the entire local 
population turned out to welcome 
Killington Section to New Boston 
on Sunday, September 11. The 
group, in town for their hike to- 
Mount Carmel, numbered seventeen, 
Leaving their cars in Now 
Boston, the club hiked two miles 
through the woods to the new Mount 
Carmel Shelter. This shelter, 
billed by its promoters as accom- 
modating "five men or six porcu- 
pines", was built by some hunters 
last spring from the remains of 
the old camp. Better get your . 
reservations in early for it would 
be crowded with more than four 
people in it. 

The hikers cooked lunch at the 
camp. About a mile of hiking led 
to the steel tower on the top- of 
the mountain. Thoso who could 
be persuaded to leave the terra 
firraa, enjoyed a fine view of 
Chittenden Pond and the mountains. 
Two and a half year old Jimmy 
Hayward ascended the tower in 
luxury via pack basket. 

The group went back to the 
shelter, tested the famous GMC 
coffee, and returned to the cars, 
testing and collecting apples on 
the way. After a little sight- 
seeing in New Boston, they drove 
back to Rutland. 

COMING EVENTS' 

Date - Sept. 24 & 25 

Place - Mt. Killington 

This may be the last year 
you will be able to drive as close 
to Killington as l| miles from the 
top so take advantage of the op- 
portunity. There will be no set 
time of departure from Rutland. 
Just make up a party with your 
friends to leave at your conven- 
ience . 

Date — Oct. 8 Saturday 

Place - Noyes Pond 

New schedules will bo mailed 
with the next "Smoke & Blazes." 
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THREE DAYS ON THE TRAIL 

by 

Fred Field 

As an aftermath of the In- 
tersectional, Bob Rogers and I 
decided to get on the Trail for 
3 days over the Labor Day weekend* 
We pooled our food, but later 
found that we had brought too 
much. Bob thought it a good idea 
to plan the menus ahead as I had 
done once before, then get sup- 
plies accordingly. Well the 
menu was alright, but some things 
in the store looked pretty good, 
so we got extra. 

Anyhow, after a big turkey 
dinner at 3ob's Sunday noon, we 
started north from the Long Trail 
Lodge about 2:45 P.M. A stop at 
Tucker was made where we met 'two 
boys staying for the weekend. 

They had a lot of supplies and 
guns, I am not sure what they 
we re hunting but later we heard 
them shooting, probably at tar- 
gets. 

Six-thirty saw us at Noyes 
Pond. There we met Miss Virginia 
G. Wilson, Jr*, of Venice, Fla,, 
who said that she had been alone 
on the Trail for 2 months. She 
had started at Journey's End 
camp and had come south through 
Bolton and then skipped down to 
the Killington Section. She had 
been up over Pico and Killington 
and as far north as Pleiad. 

Miss Wilson gave me a lot of 
comments on the conditions up 
north and in our section. She 
had interest enough to make a 
regular porky stick for each 
shelter she had visited and to 
so mark it. Also she gave us a 
nice red dust-pan to take over 
and install in the Carmel shelter. 

Monday A. LI. we left Noyes 
Pond about 10 A. LI. It was sprink- 
ling a little and later it pour- 
ed. We kept right on going 
through rain and mud the whole 
seven miles to Carmel. It was 
a rugged trip and a wet one. 

That dry pile of wood at Carmel 


shelter was the best sight I 
have seen in a long time. We 
changed to our dry clothes and 
rot started drying out. Being 
nasty weather, we decided not to 
go further, but take it easy 
the next day and then to come 
down into Chittenden and home. 

Anyone ever see Bob cook 
flapjacks? Well he volunteered 
to cook and I did not object 
since he had lugged the flour 
and syrup up there. They really 
were very tasty. 

FINAL ADDITIONS TO THE 1949 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Mr. B.A. Adams 
Dr. C-.G. Marshall 
Dr. & Mrs, Stewart Ross 
Mrs* Cornelia Baker 
Susan Baker 
Anne 3aker 
Lucinda Baker 
Robert Whitcomb 


Mr. 

Ernest 

Wheeler 

Mr. 

Birncy 

Batch 

elder 

Hr. 

<f. Mrs. 

R . C- . 

Spaulding 

Mr. 

<1 Mrs, 

E. E. 

Locke 

Mr. 

W. S. 

Tuttle 



We no 

w have 

60 adult mem 


bers and 35 junior members in 
the Killington Section of C-WC. 

************** 

Mr. Danforth, member at 
large from Naterbury, Vt., camp- 
ed on the old Elbow Road in 
Mendon and climbed Blue Ridge 
recently. He called to inquire 
when the Intersectional was to be. 
We were sorry to dissapoint him 
by telling him it was all over. 

Too bad publicity on this 
annual affair failc-d to reach so 
many members who may have been 
interested in it. 

************** 

Janet Perkins had a group of 
Scouts camping at the foot of Blue 
Ridge. They sent us a poem about 
it." We hope to use it next time. 
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■'porky" 

Somebody gives the warning 
in a stage whisper. There is a 
muffled riot as everybody tries 
to find his shoes in the dark and 
locate the " Just right clubs 
■carefully set by the door at bed- 
time. "All set?" The lights 
flash on and there is a confused 
rushing around with ''He's over 
here." "Don't let him get up that 
tree." "Why didn’t you hit him?" 
Whack, whack. "Did you get him?" 
"Nope, he got into that brush." 
Another one gets away. 

Ten minutes later after the 
army demobizes he'll be back 
chawing at the door sill and con- 
versing in grunts and whimpers 
with his six cousins who arc work- 
ing over the tin can dump. 

Almost every GMC camp shows 
the effects of the nightly visits 
of Porky. The tabic tops have 
scalloped edges and arc worn thin 
in spots where Perky has discov- 
ered a salty flavor from some 
food spilled years ago. Scattered 
quills make it inadvisable to 
walk around bare fot ted. 

The woods arc literally full 
of Porkics. It is easy to find 
trees that have been girdled and 
killed or the tops eaten away. 

The state of Vermont pays forty 
cents not for a pair of Porky 
cars because of the damage done 
to timber and farm buildings but 
this has little effect on the 
number of Porkics or the amount 
of damage. 

Porky lives on bark and twigs 
and seems to cat day and night 
for twelve months of the year. If 
he finds a tree he likes he may 
spend several days in it. In the 
coldest weather he may stay in a 
den under a rock for a day or two, 
but he can be found climbing to a 
tree branch in :cnpcratur~s below 
zero. He 1 sr a, tough character. 

Occasionally a fox or a bob 
cat will take a chance and attack 
a Porky. In such case he will 
tuck his head under a log or be- 
tween his paws, plant his feet 


firmly, arch his back and present 
nothing more vulnerable than a mass 
of three inch barbed spikes. If 
danger comes too near he will swing 
around his heavy armed tail and 
drive quills into his opponent. 

The young arc born in the 
early spring, (often only one) 
complete with teeth and quills. A 
new born Porky weighs more tnan a 
new born bear. In two days he 
cats solid food and in a week is 
e nt i r c ly ind ep c nd c nt . 

Near camps Porkies should 
certainly be killed and properly 
disposed of. Along the trail, suit 
yourself. It is a novelty to meet 
an animal apparently more stupid 
than a human being* 

No, he can't throw his quills. 

Yes, he is good to eat. 
Blueprint furnished on request. 

RUMMAGE SALE COMING SOON 

The last of October will be 
Rummage Sale time again. f7e want 
it to be bigger and better than 
over this year, so start collecting. 

Clothing is always good and 
we arc apt to be short of sizes 
from 38 up. Children's clothing 
goes like "hot cakes", even with 
missing buttons and small repairs 
needed. Toys and children' s" books 
arc good sellers too. 

|( Dishes and articles for 
"dressing-up" the house are always 
in demand. This year we plan to 
have a novelty tabic. As one item 
for this we arc- preparing small 
pictures. This can be quite simply 
done oy selecting an attractive 
print, mounting it under glass and 
binding it with passe-partout tape. 
II you have pictures you would 
like r,o prepare in this way they 
would be very welcome. Perhaps 
you can think of ideas for other 
novelties. 

Let's build up a reputation 
for offering the best there is in 
Rummage Sales. It's good business 
for the GMC treasury 

The exact date of the Sale 
and details of arrangements will 
be given in the October issue. 


T-l<? 



Saturday, Nov. 5th is the 
day of the Mg SALE I What Sale? 
The GFC Rummage Sale, of course. 

Let’s get busy and hunt out 
all those things we’ve been sav- 
ing for it. Remember that be- 
side clothing (children's cloth- 
ing goes especially well), house- 
hold utensils and decorative nic- 
nace arc good sellers. 

We'd like all the material 
at THE NEIGHBORHOOD ROOMS, 

FRIDAY? NOV. 4th, so it can be 
or iced and all arranged when 
the doors open for selling at 
9 A . M . Saturday. 

If you have material but 
can't get it to us, call Craigue 
Perkins' house, 907-F, before 
Friday and we'll arrange to 
collect it. 

We need a lot of material 
to make the Sale the success it 
has been in the past. GMC can 
well use the money we earn. 

All toccthcr now, LET'S GO. 

?{■ 4 * * *•?{• * '<• it- :t 

Frances Green of the T "orccs- 
ter Section sent us three very 
good pictures taken at the 
Intersect tonal for the -action's 
collect ion. 

itititititititit't# 

Next time you visit the 
Perkins' Gann in Fend on, read the 
poem reporting their camping 
trip there, sent in by a group 
of Girl Scouts from Camp Wynona. 


Grctta Rowe 
Carol Hayward 
James Hayward 

NEW SCHEDULES OUT 

New Schedule cards were en- 
closed with your copy of 'Smoke 
and Blazes' this month. 

’Why not take time to amrk 
on your calendar the dates on 
which activities °re schedules. 

By doim this you may be. able to 
plan so that you can participate 
more often. 

It's standard proceedurc 
for each person to provide for 
his own lunch and necessary uten- 
sils. GFC provides coffee. 

In case you don't find the 
details of starting time, etc., 
in the Herald before a hike, call 
Outing Ch. Billy Allard. 

\nyonc is welcome to attend • r. : 
any Outing, so come and bring 
your friends. The more people 
who come, the better tick- we'll 
all have. You never know what 
you may be missing, so plan to 
be. on hand as often as possible. 

NOYES POND 

No one showed up for this one, 
probably due to a mistake in start- 
ing time given (no fault of Ch. 

Billy lllard). Everyone thought 
we didn't mean it - which we didn't. 


ft'NEY to WEST ^MRDSBORO VI.V 
THE LONG- TRAIL 

by 

Thelma Perkins 

The two of us, after much 
preparation and discussion as to 
what packs and equipment to t^ke, 
finally got off to an early start 
on The Long Trail at the Black 
Branch Road near Danbv and headed 
South. Roaring Brook was certain- 
ly living up to its name due to 
the rain the night before. Upon 
our arrival at the designated 
place of crossing we had to take 
off our shoes and stockings and 
ford the stream. 

This is a lovely section of 
the trail to cover. The trail 
follows an old logging road along 
the brook for about six miles; 
nearly to Griffith Lake. The 
slope is so gradual that re 
didn't even realize that re were 
climbing. It is a good place to 
start a hike, I think, because 
it takes one a while to get used 
to his pack. 

Griffith Lake was a delight- 
ful spot. He immediately took 
advantage of the Lake and had a 
swim before going on to the shel- 
ter. Not long after we made the 
shelter four Boy Scouts from 
Chester arrived for the night. 
There was olenty of room for us 
all. 

In the morning we got off 
to a very early start. It was 
cloudy on both Peru and Styles 
Peak so wc ^cre deprived of see- 
ing the nice view. He- were glad 
wc were hiking from the north 
when: wc met five heavily burden- 
ed campers struggling up the 
steep southern side of the moun- 
tain. They had started from the 
F£ee', state line and were bound 
fob .Sherburne Pass. 

It was early when wc arriv- 
ed at Fad Tom Shelter so wc decid- 
ed to go on to Bromley Lodge. 
Bromley Fountain was another dis- 
appointment for us. The ladder 
which is mentioned in the Guide- 
book is a thing of the past, He 
did get a view, however, where 


The Long Trail follows the ski 
trail, but it was cloudy. 

He were two tired hikers 
when we arrived at Bromley Lodge. 
Two girls from New York were 
already there. They had the fire 
going and some good wood in. It 
rained not long after we arrived. 
Later in the evening a man and 
his w 1 f e ° Iron " Ph il a 3 * lph lab. oane 
in, and also two fellows who 
hiked over from Stratton Pond. 

He really had a camp full. 

He started out for Swczcy 
Camp the next day. This section 
of the trail was recently relo- 
cated. It was well marked but 
not very well worn. He hiked by 
blazes most of the way to Swczcy. 
In a few soots the trail was 
originally oainted blue and later 
repainted white. It rained again, 
but only a shower, and we dried 
out at Swczcy. 

It Swezey there arc some 
Logging camp buildings as wi ll 
as the old trail camp. The GMC 
h°s adopted the best of the logg- 
ing buildings so there arc two 
useable c^mps at this spot. He 
stayed in the old Swezey Shelter 
that night. It is the first time 
I had ever slept on hay. It is 
much more comfortable than cactus 
fibre, But I guess it won't last 
as long. 

The trail wasn't very well 
brushed just south of Sw*. zcy. He 
had some difficulty in finding 
where the trail crossed the brook 
in one or two places. Different 
crossings suit different people, 

I guess. 

The Horccstcr Section did a 
good job on the trail leading to 
Stratton Pond. It had just been 
brushed. He saw a deer on the 
trail here. She just stood and 
looked at us a while, then turned 
and jumped into the bushes. He 
got in to Stratton early. Thoro 
arc two open shelters as well ae 
the closed lodge at the pond'. He 
picked one of them. Again wc 
took advantage of a beautiful 
pond and went swimming, altho it 
was rather cold. He found a raft 
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which we enjoyed paddeling around 
the pond. 

The next morning we hiked 
the three miles out to the West 
Wardsboro road. It might as well 
have been to no -where, it was such 
a deserted road. Wa planned to 
call at the first house. Just a 
warning; the first phono is at 
least eight miles away. 

All in all we thought it was 
a beautiful section of the trail, 
and fairly easy to hike. 

KILLINGTON TRIP 

Fourteen lucky people took 
advantage of the GMC hike to 
Killington on the week-end of 
Sept, 24,25, and 26th. Some 
stayed over Saturday night, some 
Sunday night, and some came just 
for the day Sunday. All had fun. 

Saturday morning It poured 
and a good supply of dry wood 
was hoped for but not expected. 
Nevertheless, believe it or not, 
the Camp was found spic and span 
with plenty of dry wood and kin- 
dling. In no timo at all wc had 
fried our sox and roasted our 
trousers. 

Soon another party arrived 
to be wrung out and hung to dry. 

Sunday morning there was a 
hard frost. Tho trees stayed 
white till nearly 10 AM and the 
rocks on the peak were quite 
slippery with a film of ice . 

Toward noon the rest of tho 
gang began to arrive. The boys 
replaced two broken window lights 
making the camp winter tight, wo 
hope . 

After dinner a trip was made 
to the top of the mountain for a 
look around. Hazy around tho 
edges, but wo could sec from Mt. 
Monadnoek, N.H- to Camels Rump 
and from the White Mountains to 
the Adirordaks.- 

Soon the romo-*ar.d go- ers 
had to gc5 going and the stay- 
over-ors cooxof suprror. After 
that there began 5 , bruising card 
game known as ''Have you get ninety?" 

Early the next- morning bacon 
and eggs took our attention. Thcn 


a few camp improvements wore made 
and the wood supply was replenish- 
ed. Late in the afternoon tho 
party returned to Rutland. 

Next year don’t miss it. 

SPRING LAKE CAMP 

On Oct. 1st, Harold Valiquctte 
Art ’Jest cot and Craiguo Perkins 
put in a day at Spring Lake. When 
they finally headed for homo, the 
new camp boasted four walls and a 
ridge pole. Tno sections fittod 
together Just the way Harold said 
they would- Of course there is a 
bit- of patching and piecing to do 
hero and there but all hands arc 
greatly encouraged. 

There will be another work 
party Sunday, Oct. 23rd. Come on 
up and make with the hammer and saw 

COMING EVENT 

Date - Sunday Oct, 30th 

Place - Moosclamoo 

Many of you will remember 
this as a grand fall hike. 

The first part of the hike 
is via an old road through tho 
woods. There arc plenty of fine 
places for cooking dinner along 
the stream. 

It’s a fairly stiff climb to 
the top, buti the woods arc a pheas- 
ant place to spend the afternoon, 
so if you don’t care to make the 
top - woll, that's up to you. 

GMC SLIDES 

Fred Field, Harold Valiquctte 
and Crajguc Pcrkir.s took a trip to 
Burlington to show tho GMC slide 
celled ion to the Outing C14b of 
the university of Vermont. The 
members of the club enjoyed the 
? 1 lies and tho talk and our 
Kill x t ,gt Oil men enjoyed mooting 
th: 0 splendid group cf mountain 

G-.1 GiL'A.i h /j <, 

Wren these young men and 
women graduate from college, we 
wcrh.i like Jc see them go on with 
their morn .* 5 . in interests in. the GMC 

hob Perkins, a Killington See. 
mcm. , is Pres, of the Outing Club. 


*+ 


THE BEAVER 

Nearlj r everyone who has ex- 
amined a beaver dam rates the 
beaver as our most intelligent 
wild animal. He not only is a 
skillful workman but he readily 
adapts his structures to fit the 
particular requirements of the 
place he chooses to live. 

He has one serious fault, 
almost fatal, a most valuable 
fur. For two hundred years beaver 
skins were used as currency on the 
American frontier, and the beaver 
population was reduced to a low 
figure. Then styles changed and 
now he is coming back in most of 
the forested pa.rts of the country. 

The beaver is a large animal 
weighing up to fifty pounds. He 
has webbed hind feet, front feet 
that can be used as hands, and a 
broad flat tail used in swimming. 
His fur is dark brown. 

He builds dams for two im- 
portant reasons. In the first 
place he is an expert swimmer and 
can travel many yards under water 
or under ice to escape his enemies, 
so he builds a dam to form a pond 
in which he builds a brush lodge. 

If the lodge is attacked, the 
beaver can escape under water to 
a safe place. 

In the second place the pond 
formed by the dam is used to store 
the large quantity of twigs and 
small logs on which the colony 
lives during the long winter 
months . 

In building a dam, the beaver 
gnaws at the bases of trees until 
they fall. They arc then gnawed 
into short lengths and dragged to 
the site of the dam where they 
arc laid parallel to the stream 
flow and anchored with mud. Many 
layers of stones , ?food and stiexs 
arc built up ir this way to a 
la^ght of two to six feet with a 
thickness ef ton feet at the bot- 
tom and s length of several hun- 
dred feet ?n some cases. 

In. the pond thus formed a 
conical house is constructed of 
the same materials with an un~ 


I dcr water entrance and a living 
chamber at the top above the 
water line. The walls arc so 
thick that this house remains 
warm in the coldest weather. 

The chief food of the beaver 
is the bark and twigs of poplar , 
willow and birch. In the fall 
a great supply of this material 
is gathered and stored at tho 
bottom of the pond near the lodge. 
It is held under water by a layer 
of mud until it becomes water 
logged • 

In addition to building the 
dam and lodge, sometimes other 
dans arc built below the main 
dam to relieve some of the pres- 
sure on it. T?e stern beavers also 
dig canals leading from the pond 
back into the woods to clumps of 
trees to bo felled for food". It 
is much easier for the beaver to 
swim., towing the short logs than 
to drag them cross country. 

A colony consists of tho 
two adulos, four or^flivc one year 
old immature young *and four or 
five of the latest litter which 
arc born in May. The following 
May the oldest group leave the 
home pond and start new colonics. 
At this rate the beaver population 
about doubles every year in suit- 
able country where there Is pro- 
tection. 

Eventually their dams flood 
roads and fields and they become 
so destructive to valuable timber 
that trapping has to bo permitted. 

Beavers arc still protected 
in Vermont. There are several 
dams near Rutland where these 
in cere swing animals may sometimes 
be seer, just before dark. 

* * « :s- r - ■* 

We were sorry to hear that 
Chairman of Hikes, Bill Allard, 
has been sick a short time with 
pneumonia. 


Lo you remember Bongo? He 
has gone to live in New Jersey. 
Bongo was quite a hiker i 


I 
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LET'S GET ACQUAINTED 

7/e have many good G.iC . ru- 
bers who seldom coin with us in 
the activities of the section. 

7/e appreciate and value these 
supporting memberships. We wish, 
however, that more of these peo- 
ple night be active members, so 
that we could have a chance to 
know them better. It is through 
getting together on Work Parties, 
Kikes, and other Cutings, that 
members really have a char.ce to 
exchange ideas, become better 
acquainted ar.d get more enjoy- 
nent from fellow membership. 

7/e have felt for some tine 
that prehaps we were at fault in 
not offering enough variety in 
our activities to interest a 
larger percentage of our total 
membership. Besides the hikes 
and work parties, there have 
been customarily only a few get- 
to-g ethers during each year. 

The suggestion has been made that 
we might add some funds to our 
treasury and also provide an 
additional opportunity for a 
pleasant evening for Club mem- 
bers and their friends by spon- 
soring a card party. 

Uary Jennings and Thelma 
Valiquette have been appointed 
Co-Chairman to plan such an 
event . 

Watch for the details of 
this party in our next issue and 
try and arrange to be with us. 

Let's make it a real get- 
to-getheri 


PROGRESS AT SPRING LAKE 

Cur new camp at Spring Lake 
is beginning to take on the shape 
of a building. It has, at pres- 
ent, four walls, ridge pole, one 
plate and one rafter in place. 
Stones have been put in under 
the posts and the building has 
been levelled. 

The last work party was 
held on a cold, windy Sunday, 
October 23rd. The men of the 
party, Harold Valiquette ,Uichael 
Jennings and Craigue Perkins 
were met at the camp by Eleanor 
7/alker, Pearl Nichols and Vera 
Perkins. The girls had hiked 
in over the trail from the gorge 
and reached camp in time to cook 
dinner for the men. 

Harold improvised a table 
and dinner was served inside the 
roofless camp. 

After dinner Churchill Scott, 
"Scottie” and Dana Bell showed up. 

While the men were busy with 
the heavier work, the girls car- 
ried boards out of the woods and 
piled them neatly near the camp. 
They also scraped bark from the 
logs. 

Progress is being made slow- 
ly but surely, 

Ray Catozzi and Churchill 
Scott spent a day recently clear- 
ing the trail. They started at 
the lower Cold River Road and did 
a thorough Job working north. 


OVER $100 EARNED BY 
RUMP 'AGE SALE 

6ur third annual Rummage 
Sale turned out to be the most 
profitable one yet. The net 
proceeds are $ 101.88. This suc- 
cessful outcome would not have 
been possible without fine co- 
operation. 

The committee wishes to 
thank all the people who helped 
by contributing articles to be 
sold. A special "thank you" goes 
to Fred Field, who contributed 
space in the "Herald" and radio 
time for advertising, and to the 
following people who worked at 
the sale; Lorraine Gorskl, Mary 
Jennings, Thelma Valiqucttc, 
Eleanor Walker, Helen and Fred 
Field. 

DATE * Dec. 11 - Saturday 

PLvCE - Bccchwood 

SPECIAL ATTRACTION - Covered 

Dish Supper 

It’s almost time again for 
the Killington Section’s big 
eating activity. For the benefit 
of new members who may not know 
what it is all about, here, 
briefly, is the general idea. 

Each one comes bringing 
something for the supper, plus 
his own plate, cup, fork and 
spoon. Supper is served buffet 
style, so there is a chance to 
saraolc everything. We have found 
from past experience that there 
arc some good cooks in GMC. 

In order to make things come 
out right for the supper, you 
should call Vera Perkins - 1910 - 
if you arc coming, and get your 
assignment of what type of food 
to bring. 

The camp will be open from 
2 o’clock on, so come early and 
have a good afternoon outdoors 
to work up an appetite for supper- 
you’ll need it : 

In the evening we hope to 
have some of the pictures taken 
during the year to show you. If 
you have any Interest in-, ones bring 
them along 

Don’t forget to call 1910 
for this one. 


OUR TRIP TO M0CSSLAM00 
By Shif'lcy Morris 

Three cheers for the women club 
members. Yes, sir l Eleven turned 
out for a swell hike to Kooselamoo. 
Rain was forecasted for the day, but 
our spirits were lightened when a 
few rays of sunshine cracked through 
the trees. 

There were five ambitious gals 
who hiked the stiff climb to the top 
while others found interesting side 
trails. Killington was just barely 
visible and we couldn’t see Pico at 
all. It was surprising to notice 
how much higher Silver Lake was 
than Dunmorc. 

We cooked our lunch in a cozy 
spot by the side of a stream. Vera 
and Eleanor did a fine job with the 
fire, seeing we were minus our men 
hikers who usually have that job. 

Irfc were glad to have Dart 
Noyes and Raic Hood from New Hamp- 
shire with us. Hope they will join 
us again soon. 

TRAIL T70RX PARTY 

On Nov. 14th Richard and Ray 
Catozzi, Churchill Scott and Craigue 
Perkins finished working trail 
between the Lower and Upper Roads 
in Shrewsbury, "I don’t remember 
any wet spots on that piece of 
trail," said Craigue. He does 
now. -Yup . He fell in Cold River 
all over. 

EQUINOX HIKE 

On Sat. Nov. 12th five cour- 
ageous members of the Killington 
Section tackled Mt, Equinox. Of 
course we Knew we couldn't reach 
the top before dark so we planned 
to eat supper near the big spring. 

About dark a blazing fire was 
started by firemen Lindell and 
Allard. The water was soon boiling 
and Greet a Rowe proceeded to make 
the coffee by secret formula. It 
was good, honest ! 

At 5--30 PM the party started 
down the trail for home led by 
Bloodhound Bill" Allard. No flash- 
lights were needed. The coffee was 
still radio active and gave off a 
steady glovj lighting the way. 


A FALL CAMPING- TRIP 
By Mary J e nn i ng s 

After several interruptions 
to prevent us from starting, we, 

Mary and Vera Perkins, Thelma 
Valiquette and myself, Mary Jen- 
nings, finally piled into Mary's 
car and were on our way. Ne 
started our three day camping trip 
the 17th of October. Our destina- 
tion was Burke Mt. in the Darling 
State Forest Park, West Burke, Vt. 

We were disappointed in not 
being able to go while the foliage 
was at its best. However, it was 
still beautiful, only the colors 
had changed to various greens, 
yellows and rustic browns. The 
sumac stood out prominently with 
its spikes of red. 

Our trip took us over Sher- 
burne Pass and on to White River 
Junction and then we followed the 
Connecticut River. We stopped 
at Wells River for dinner and 
then continued to West Burke where 
we found the Darling State Forest 
Park. Al very good road leads to 
the top of the mountain which is 
about 3,500 feet high. In the 
Park we found camp grounds, picnic 
areas and good foot trails with 
lookouts commanding noteworthy 
views . 

It was such a clear day that 
first we drove to the top for a 
view. It was truly beautiful 
looking off into the valley and 
the ranges and ranges of mountains. 
Then we went half way down the 
mountain to the camp site and 
picnic area where wc found a huge 
pavilion with a large fire-place 
at one end. As no one else hap- 
pened to bo camping, wc decided 
to set up our housekeeping there. 

We put up our tents just outside 
the shelter. We found an ample 
supply of wood, thanks to the care- 
taker, Mr. Austin. He and his wife 
were so hospitable and made us so 
welcome l We also had plenty of 
water as it had not been shut off. 

Of course we had our sleeping bags 
and plenty of warm clothing for all 
kinds of weather. 

Community cooking was in order 
and did wc do justice to our meals I j 


Craiguc- loaned us his gaso- 
line lantern which gave us a won- 
derfully bright light and with the 
fireplace going, it was cozy and 
warm. Wo played Canasta till 
late, drank our hot cocoa and 
crept into our beds. Everyone 
slept fine and the only thing that 
disturbed us was a chipmunk. 

I woke up early so got up and 
built a roaring fire and put on 
the coffee pot. The aroma of that 
soon get the other girls up. 

After breakfast wc drove to 
the top of the mountain, hiked 
around on the trails, enjoyed the 
view and took short naps in the sun. 

At noon we had a picnic lunch 
outside the pavilion and rested 
again. But as the day was ending, 
wc had an urge to go back to the 
top for another look, so this time 
wc hiked up and watched the sun sot. 
Wc were well rewarded as the colors 
were grand. Lake Willoughby was a 
picture between Mt. Pisgah and Mt. 
Hor. 

Next morning we broke camp 
much to our sorrow. 

Ne decided to come home by 
way of Grow on State Park. This 
too, is_ a j.ovoly spot with all its 
lit ole — akes • 

Ne stopped in Barrc for a 
late dinner and then journeyed on 
toward home. At about 6:30 a 
tired but happy foursome reached 
Rutland . 

Date - Nov. 27th - Sunday 
Place - Tucker Lodge 

This is a familiar hike to 
many of us and a favorite. It Is 
a short walk of three fourths of 
a mile over the trail to one of our 
best closed lodges. 

The schedule says "steak 
supp-cr ; " so bring along something 
to cook. There is a good stove 
inside the lodge. 

Natch the '"Herald" for further 
notice of time and place of meet- 
ing. A big crowd usually turns 
out for this one. The older members, 
the younger members and the in-be- 
tweoner members should make this hike. 


DEER 
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If you are walking through 
the woods and hear a twig snap, 
look quickly and you nay see the 
flash of a white flag bobbing 
out of sight in the brush. 

During the daytime your deer 
usually keep to the thick cover 
of swamps and spruces coming out 
at night to browse in the open 
woods or along a stream or lake. 

Alert, swift of foot, intel- 
ligent, and adaptable, deer are 
holding their own in all forested 
parts of northeastern America. 

They were essential to the exist- 
ence' of the early settlers, 
supplying food and clothing. They 
are now our most important big 
game animal. 

Deer are generally seen in 
groups of three or four. The mat- 
ing season is in October and the 
young are born in Hay. The fawn 
is "fawn" colored with white spots^ 
quite different from the rusty 
red of the adult which turns to a'- 
greyish brown in winter. 

The number of "points" on 
the buck's horns do not. indicate 
his age. The horns grow during 
the summer being covered with skin 
called "velvet". In September 
this skin dies and is rubbed off. 

By the following February the 
antlers die and are shed. Then 
the process is repeated. 

Deer browse rather than 
graze. Among their preferred 
foods are blackberry, raspberry, 
and blueberry bushes; hobblebush, 
choke cherry, maple, elderberry, 
poplar, beech, birch, water plants, 
ferns, mosses, as well as beech- 
nuts, acorns, and wild apples. 

They will also nibble at all the 
evergreens except prehaps spruce* 

If too many deer attempt to 
find a living in an area the 
small branches will be nipped 
from the trees to a height of five 
feet and most small shrubs will 
be eaten to the ground. A care- 
ful inspection will indicate 
whether the range is over- crowd- 
ed or not. If so the animals will 
be 7/eakened and many will die from j 


disease, starvation, or predators 
during the winter, ilany times 
deer in an overcrowded area will 
not migrate to a nearby area with 
abundant food. 7/hen the snow is 
deep several deer will gather in 
a swamp and form a "yard" consist- 
ing of a network of paths along 
which they may find enough food 
to carry them through until 
spring . 

When deer become too numer- 
ous they are destructive to for- 
est growth, orchards, and farm 
crops and must be controlled by 
more extensive hunting. Bobcats 
occasionally kill fawns, hunters 
harvest considerably less than 
the annual increase, while dis- 
ease, parasites, and starvation 
tend to keep the population in 
balance . 

CAilP KEEPING 

If our Shelters Chairman 
ever gets around to it he intends 
to post in each camp suggestions 
to the hiker on the proper care 
of the building* 7/e also hope to 
supply most shelters with a water 
paii, a garbage pail, a dishpan, 
a broom, and a dust pan. These 
items should last about three 
years and are not too expensive 
if they encourage people to keep 
the camps clean. 

Let. T s see now, what will we 
put on that suggestion list ? 

Burn all burnable rubbish. Burn 
out all cans and squash flat. 

Put them in the can dump. Leave 
no food in camp unless it is in 
metal or glass containers. Pan- 
cake flour and odds and ends of 
food arer.' t worth caving and may 
result ir. a messy camp. Date any 
perishable food left. Leave all 
pails and pans clean ar.d bottom 
side up. V/ash off tables and 
shelves. Leave a r.eat pile of 
dry wood and tinder for starting 
a fire. Build no bonfires. 

Leave r:o unsightly rubbish near 
the camp. 

Do this, don't do that, do 
this, don't do that 1 7/ill they 
ever learni 



EXTRA ! EXTRA! EXTRA ! NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


CARD PARTY ! 

Mary Jennings and Thelma 
Vallquette, Co-chairmen of the 
Card Party have announced their 
plans. Here they are: 

To raise money for the GMC 
Klllington Section a card party 
will he held Tuesday evening 
Jan. 10th at 8 PM at the home of 
Vera Perkins, 242 South Main St., : 
Rutland. j 

The cost will be 50 cents 
per person. Refreshments will be 
served. There will be a prize 
for each table and also a door 
prize. There will also be an 
opportunity for a few square dan- 
ces at the end of the evening. 

The committee plans to con- 
tact about 25 members to ask them 
to take charge of tables. 

If you are not called to take 
charge of a table, and wish to do 
so, call either Mary Jennings or 
Thelma Vallquette. Also if you 
want a place at a table call the 
committee . 

Any game may be played. The 
type being arranged for by the 
head of each table. 

The tables may be filled by 
members or non-members, adults or j 
children. 

With co-operation this event 
can be another big success finan- 
cially and socially. 

The date is Tuesday Jan. 10th.. 
The place, 242 South Main Street. : 


President Field has appointed 
the following to serve on the 
nominating committee to present 
a slate of officers to be voted on 
at the annual meeting in Jan. : 
Churchill Scott, chairman, and 
Maude Canty. 

If members Lave any helpful 
suggestions to offer, the committee 
will be glad to receive them. 

WINTER HIKING 

Soon our woods and trails 
will be carpeted with snow soft 
as velvet. The trees will take on 
the appearance of sculptured 
statues and the sky will be a deep 
cloudless blue. There will be a 
hushed stillness in the woods and 
the sun will shine through the 
evergreens leaving a pattern not 
unlike stained glass windows of 
a beautiful cathedral. 

That will be the time for 
all lovers of beauty to leave 
their fire-side chairs and take 
a winter hike. 

TThen the winter schedule comes 
out mark your calendar on the dates 
of coming hikes that you don’t want 
to miss. 

Just an idea : Club member- 

ships for your friends would make 
ideal Christmas gifts. 
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IT WAS QUIET IN THE WOODS 

fry 

Thelma Valiquette 

Sunday afternoon, Nov. 27th, 
It was quiet in the woods. Snow 
was falling softly. Here and there 
deer and rabbit tracks crossed 
our trail as seven of us wound 
eur way into Tucker Lodge for our 
steak supuer. The crowd was small 
but the time was large. First to 
arrive were Vera, Mary and Craigue 
Perkins so when Harold and I 
arrived the camp was nice and 
cozy. Last but not least, came 
Diane and George Coni in. 

We all had steak - some of it 
turned out to be hamburg steak - 
and the aroma was something out of 
this world, and everyone lapped 
their plates clean. 

We had a very enjoyable eve- 
ning sitting around the fire and 
just chatting. About 8 o’clock 
we started for home. The tree- 
tops were swaying in a gentle 
breeze and with our lantern and 
flashlights we looked like a small 
village from the distance. 

FOOD AND FUN 

At the Beechwood party Sat. 
Dec. 10th, 35 hungry h'lkers 
walked around the heavily laden 
dining room table and served 
themselves with helpings of de- 
licious food. There was plenty 
of everything and seconds of 
some . 

Earlier in the afternoon 
small groups walked out in the 
woods to work up an appetite for 
the feast of the evening. 

The Scavenger Hunt was won 
by the team of boys consisting 
of Pete Spaulding, Pete Perkins 
and Bill Allard. The prize was 
a box of chocolates. 

Mr. Leone Smith showed soipe 
interesting Kodachrome slides 
and Churchill Scott showed a few 
reels of movies taken on the Long 
Trail. 

Hats off to the dish washing 
brigade I The kitchen was in 
order in no time. 


SAFETY ON THE TRAIL 

Hiking is certainly not a 
hazardous pastime but there are 
some elements of danger that we 
may not recognize. 

In the first place we are 
walking on rough trails, cooking 
over open fires, and using axes 
and other tools with which we may 
not be too expert. These all 
leed to unfamiliar situations re- 
quiring extra precautions and 
alertness . 

Then too we may find ourselves 
injured several miles from the 
nearest road. A wrenched knee or 
deep cut is bad enough at home, 
but if it should happen way up 
back of Nowhere, it would develop 
into a pretty painful experience. 
Another reason for being extra 
cautious . 

Now there are some things 
we just don't do at all. There 
is no approved method of kicking 
a porcupine out of an open shelter 
while barefoot. Also, people who 
chop wood in a tangle of overhang- 
ing branches are very poor insur- 
ance risks. 

Then there are some things we 
know to be more or less dangerous 
but by using care and judgement we 
hope to avoid accident. We can 
carry a pack along the edge of 
Clarendon Gorge or climb the tow or 
at Mt. Carmel with safety if we go 
slowly and keep our minds on what 
we are doing. 

. u- Perhaps the most likely sources 
of trouble are the little things 
like slippery logs on the trail or 
hot frying pan handles. They get 
in their dirty work before we have 
time to think, assuming that we 
intend to think at all. The vic- 
tim always says, "I didn't think." 

Diane and George Coni in have 
moved into their new home on North 
St, Extent ion. 

Edith Ewald missed the Castle- 
ton bus by seconds so couTiivt 
come to our Beechwood PartT, 

v 


BROMLEY and SO FORTH 

by 

Lucy Bishop 

Have you been wondering 
about the condition of Bromley 
Shelter, members of GMC? If the 
observations made by us seasoned 
hikers, namely, Joy 7/ingett, 

(whom you will all recall is a 
former GMC member ), Martha 7/alsh 
and Betty O'Hara of Boston, 

Alice Rowe of Manchester ,Vt. , 
and I, can be considered reliable, 
I would say it is probably in 
very good condition. Honesty 
compels me to insert that word 
"probably" because privately I 
wonder whether any shelter could 
be in as good condition as 
Bromley seemed to be about 4:20 
on the afternoon of November Ilth. 
I have a sneaking suspicion that 
relief (with a capital R) at not 
having to spend a rainy night 
outside nay have caused us to 
view that rough log structure 
through the well-known rose col- 
ored glasses. Furthermore it is 
also possible that we continued 
to wear them when we hobbled 
over its well-worn threshold. 

I am sure of only one thing - by 
the time we reached the shelter 
we were so cold, damp, hungry, 
and weary, that its cold, black 
fireplace, flanked by a huge 
pile of dry wood and a stove, 
looked- exactly like an automatic 
oil burner, while three musty, 
hard bunks, in layers, closely 
resembled three soft inner- 
spring mattresses! 

7/e had planned to spend Fri- 
day night at a hunting camp above 
Manchester ; Saturday afternoon 
scaling Equinox with the GMC; 
Saturday night in a shelter; and 
Sunday morning hiking again. 

Alas! "The best laid plans of 
mice and men" - and ’VCMENi 

Shortly after the gang from 
Boston arrived in Manchester, we 
drove up to investigate the hunt- 
ing camp and decided it '"as just 
what we wanted. Cf course a key 
was necessary in order to move 


in and take over, so we seu 
securing one. The joke was on us. 
7/ould you believe it, with three 
keys to that lodge on the loose, 
we couldn't corral even one! The 
"key" ma n in each case was either 
out of town or just plain out! 

Since daylight was rapidly reach- 
ing its deadline, we felt that we 
had better hunt around for the 
Bromley shelter, Alice knew 
where to find the trail so after 
parking the car we appointed her 
leader-in-chief. 7/e plodded up 
the trail after her, single file, 
wet leaves and mud providing in- 
teresting side trips at regular 
intervals. Along about the sixty- 
fourth side trip v:e began to feel 
a little skeptical. Not that we 
didn't trust Alice, you understand, 
we knew she'd find it eventually, 

7/e were just thinking of the car- 
ful of luggage we had to trans- 
port by hand over this same trail. 

Our leader didn't let us 
down - she found the "gold in 
them thar hills" - a cabin with 
•.:ails and a roof!- A fireplace I 
Bunks! 7/e made a hasty survey 
of what heaven had sent us and 
slipped back down to the car. 

You know one slips down much more 
quickly than one slips up! The 
reason is that you don't lose 
ground - every movement is ahead- 
way ahead! 

7/e proceeded to transfer one 
sleeping bag and a small case per 
person, plus groceries for six 
from the car to our willing(?) 
shoulders as rapidly as possible. 

By this time it was really dark, 
so we made our second ascent by 
lantern light. Strictly speaking, 
the lead and the rear gals made it 
by lantern light, while us four 
in the middle made it by guess. 

7/e soon discovered wo hadn't 
seen r.uthirM yeti Skating around 
on mud and wet leaves with both 
arms free, bears no resemblance 
to the same routine with a sleep- 
ing bag, case, and an armful of 
groceries for accessories. After 
countless rest periods and stops 
to shift from left to right, or 


from shoulder to underarm, we 
hadn't covered so much as half 
the distance. We held a council 
and revamped our plan of action 
with the result that about half 
the load was left on the trail to 
be picked up on the third trip. 

Betty and I remained at the 
shelter to keep the fires roaring 
and cook our belated dinner by 
the light of one lantern, while 
the rest trod the now well-beaten 
path with the other to "git the 
rest of our goods." Vie hope ■ 
everyone realizes what self-con- 
trol' we two exercised during this 
chapter in our saga. The trans- 
port committee didn't return for 
hours (we insist it was hours), 
but we ate nothing but a measly 
little handful of potato chips - 
what with hanbur. ■.'.•re and such 
ready and within easy reach! 

After eating dinner and 
clearing away, we had a grand eve- 
ning around the fire, and curled 
up in our sleeping bags reason- 
ably early. Aside from the fact 
that the fire went out leaving us 
practically frozen, Friday night 
wa s un e v e n t f ul . 

Saturday morning after the 
fires had brought the temperature 
up to a sweltering 52° and we had 
tucked away a quantity of bacon 
and eggs, wc explored the grounds. 

I must say things look far diffeor- 
ent by daylight than they do by 
the light o' the lantern! 

We presently packed up our 
belongings, tided up the shelter, 
replenished the wood supply, and 
concentrated on our pack-train 
stunt once- more. Having learned 
by experience, we took only half 
our luggage this time. The trip 
down proved interesting. Why 
shouldn't it? It was a new trail 
to us since we hadn't seen a 
thing the night before. To 
heighten the interest a suprise 
awaited us! We were about half 
way down "when what to our wonder- 
ing eyes should appear" - not 
St. Nick - but four big strong 
he-men from Brooklyn, heading for 
the shelter! What's more they 


had planned to spend the night 
before there, but couldn't find 
the trail! Who dares deny we 
were born under a lucky star? 

They v^.-ry thoughtfully help- 
ed us carry the rest of our equip- 
ment down to the car, for which 
we were profoundly grateful. But 
why, oh why, did we have to drag 
all that wood around before we 
took the first load down? After 
all four husky men would surely 
have said, "Don't bother!" 

From that point on we were 
completely demoralized and went 
civilized. We, hikers of the 
first order, after five trips up 
and down the Bromley trail, ac- 
tually ate our lunch in a blanches - 
ter restaurant on Saturday and 
didn't feel even a twinge of • 
guilt! What's more we ascended 
Bquinox in a car by way of the 
Skyline Drive instead of hiking 
on our own two foot, and still 
conscience did not oven ’whisper. 

To climax our downfall we finally 
snagged a key to the hurting 
lodge and drove right up to the 
front porch! 

We unloaded the car with a 
minimum of effort, real lamps 
gave us plenty of light, Betty 
and I didn't have to exercise our 
iron control because everyone was 
present and dinner was on time. 

A good ft . ■ „ *r. .c 

on. . *_.« — ig • .r y or. ii / to 

comfortable warmth, .all this - 
and yet - shall I tell you a 
secret? Vie really didn't have 
as much fun on Saturday night as 
we did on Friday! Bromley shelter 
must have been all we thought it 
was! 

3jC5tC5jCijC3|i:5f:3j<C5k5jC5)C5je^< 

We couldn' t think of any new 
and fancy way to say it but we 
really mean it -- 

A LEERY CHRISTIES 
and 

A TT A ppy "“ np 7 vp«r> 

il liAfi 1 iujJ 
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NOTICE 


T7e regret that at this time 
no date can be given for the 
Annual Meeting. President Fred 
Field reports that it will be 
held some time this month. Cards 
announcing the date and place of 
the meeting will be mailed to 
members as soon as possible. 

REPORT OF SMOKE 4 BLAZES 

A report of Smoke and Blazes 
is being given at this time so 
that members may have the oppor- 
tunity to think about the ques- 
tion of whether or not they want 
this publication continued. Come 
prepared to vote on it at the 
annual meeting. 

The total cost for 12 issues 
of Sm#kc and Blazes for the year 
1949 §»m<* t- 0 ^42.98 

To save expense only one 
copy is mailed to a family address 
although more than one member of 
the family may be a Killing ton 
Section member. 

The object of the paper is 
t« keep members interested in the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club by reporting activ- 
ities of the Section and also by 
giving general Information about 
The Lonp- Trail, shelters, hiking, 
plant and animal life found in 
Vermont . 

Do you find this paper in- 
teresting? Do you rant it con- 
tinued? 


ion G. K. C. Jan 1950 

SUGGESTIONS FOR 195 0 

Let's try to publicize The 
Green Mountain Club a little more. 
It is a unique organization that 
deserves a larger membership than 
it now enjoys. It almost seems 
to a loyal Vermonter that every 
Vermonter in the State should 
take pride In belonging to a club 
that does so much to preserve and 
uphold the natural beauty of this 
State . 

If re co-ordinate our efforts 
in reaching out for new members, 
not only among our immediate 
friends and acquaintances but In 
out-lying communities, perhaps 
the story of The Long Trail 
would reach the thousands who 
have never heard it. 

Membership is Important, 
but what we in the Killington 
Section need to a greater degree 
is Manpower. 77 e have money enough 
In our treasury to do a good Job* 
on our section of The Trail if 
we had the Manpower available to 
do the work. It's hard to believe 
that there aren't enough red- 
blooded men clamoring for a chanc - 
to go out on The Trail to put in 
a day of good body building exer- 
cise . 

If lack of active participa- 
tion in maintaining our section 
of The Trail keeps up, then we 
will have to hire our trail work 
done. Let's hope that day never 
comes. Perhaps wc may resort to 
woman workers. 



$50.00 EARNED 3Y CARD PARTY 

f 

Under the capable direction 
of Liar 7 Jennings and Thelma 
Valiquette, our first Card Party 
proved to be both a financial j 

and a social success. 

'.Vith a profit of $50 the 
committee deserves some well 
earned praise and they in turn 
wish to thank every individual 
who helped make the evening of 
January 10th a big success. 

Llany remarks such as, "Why 
don't you have more of these 
parties?-" v.^-rc heard. We are a 
hiking Club but it certainly does 
no harm to have included in our 
program some indoor recreation. 

It gave a splendid opportunity 
for our loyal members who are 
not the mountain climbing mem- 
bers to join in on a Millington 
Section activity. It was grand 
to have then. Close to 100 
people got together, at the home 
of Vera Perkins, to play the 
games of their choice and to 
help our Section boost its funds. 

ERROR? 

In the November issue cf the 
Long Trail Hews the date of the 
Annual meeting of the Parent Club 
was given as June 3rd. 

According to the by-lav/s the 
Annual meeting of The Green 
Mountain Club Inc. is tc be "on 
the Saturday which falls nearest 
to Llay thirtieth in each year." 

May 30th is on a Tuesday 
this year. The nearest Saturday 
to it is May 2/th. 

Hoy; about it Mr. Editor of 
The Long Trail Hews? 

NEW MASTHEAD 

How do you like our "New 
Look"? Credit goes to Ray 
Catozzi for the design ard 
stencil for the new Masthead. We 
had completely worn out cur other 
stencil. Ray is a busy man and 
we certainly appreciate his dona- 
tion of time and talent. 


DC YOU RECOGNIZE THIS? 





THE CMC CCEPEE PCT, CM COURSE i 
This coffee pot has been 
attending Millington Soction 
outinrs since 193 - . Wears well 
doesn't it? - like all true GHCcrsi 
Actually the coffee pot has 
stood up amazingly well consider- 
ing that it has long been the 
battleground in the TC-SCOUR or 
NOT-TC-SCOUR conflict. One school 
of thought maintains that a coffee 
pot which gives such loyal service 
deserves to be kept clean and 
shining; that it will last longer; 
and anyway it's messy to carry 
when black. The opposition stoutly 
maintains that a camp coffee pot 
should be black; that since it 
just gets black again on the next 
trip why waste energy securing 1 
Cne of this group even designed 
and made a carrying case thus 
effectively silencing one of the 
best arguments of the PRG-SCOURSRS. 
Every now and then the coffee pot 
gets into the hands of a PRO-SCOUR- 
ER and appears at the next outing 
with a shining face. Then it v/ill 
be in the hands cf an TNTI-SCCURER . 
for av.'hile and becomes black 
enough to delight the most ardent 
lover of black coffee pots I And 
sc the battle rages I 

Meanwhile, the good old 
reliable goes right on pouring 
out that famous C-MC coffee -- 
never twice alike J 




HAPPENINGS AT T'JCKER 

One of our favorite winter 
shelters suffered from a visit 
of hoodlums sometime during the 
holidays. Conditions seemed to 
indicate that Tucker was the 
scene of some type of Free-for- 
all; two windows were quite 
thoroughly demolished, screens 
torn off, sash and window panes 
broken; small equipment as lan- 
tern, broom etc. was wrecked, 
and the whole place left in gen- 
eral disorder. 

Since the damage was dis- 
covered, a group of young people 
have been in and picked up the 
rubbish, boarded up the window 
openings, left a supply of v/ood 
and in general put the shelter 
back into a usable condition, 
measurements have been taken for 
new window frames and these will 
be installed and any further re- 
pairs needed will be completed 
in the near future. 

It is especially disappoint- 
ing ta have such an incident 
occur as Tucker had so recently 
been put in an A-I condition 
which was a source of enjoyment 
to its many legitimate users. 

This shelter is not only- 
popular with Killington Section 
GMC, but has many other visitors. 

A survey of a register which was 
installed at Tucker when the Long 
Trail Patrol was staying there in 
August to do Trail work, gives 
some interesting information. 

In the three months between 
Aug. and Dec. 1949, Tucker .had 
visitors from the following 
places; Rutland 21, elsewhere in 
Vermont E, New York 16, Nass . II, 

New Jersey 4, Chio 2, Conn. 2, 
Colorado I, and "/ashing ton, D.C. 2. 

Two young men who visited 
Tucker in Sept, were on quite ar. 
extended trip at the end of a 
summer as Directors of Boy Scout 
Camps. They had been in upper 
Quebec, in the Ncnt Trenblar.t ,ar.d 
Diable River areas which they 
reported as , "beautiful and won- 
derful for canoeing, but the woods j 


too dense for hiking. 11 They 
had spent several days in the 
Nansfield area and wore heading 
back there for a few more days 
after climbing Pico. 

Three visitors from the 
Amherst Guting Club, at Tucker 
on Nov. 27th, reported quite a 
strenuous trip from Barnes Camp 
to Taft Lodge, Nt. Nansfield 
area, two days previously. 

Equipped with regular hiking 
shoes they hiked in snow up to 
their knees, taking 3v hours to 
do two miles. 

It is to be hoped that this 
tine Tucker is put in order it 
y r: n.ih uikidlGstod to give 
welcome and service to the real 
hikers who use and appreciate it. 

BUFFULi SKELTER 

Through the generosity of 
Nr. Norton C. Fisher of New 
3edford, Nass, new roofing has 
been applied to the Buffum 
Shelter. 

Early last summer Nr. Fisher 
visited the shelter and noticed 
that the paper roofing was badly 
torn. He wrote asking permission 
to have it fixed. He got itj 
Now Buffum shelter is in good 
condition again. 

*7e need more people like 
Nr. Fisher. 

FIRST SNC77SHCE TRIP 

Tired of waiting for snow 
for a C-NC outing, Ruth LaBrako 
took advantage of the first 
reasonable facsimile of snow this 
winter by snows hoeing to work the 
morning after the ice storm. 

Ruth says it was the best way to 
get there as Davis St, was un- 
ploughed and her car in deep-f r«eeze. 

1950 DUES PAYABLE 

Another year has rolled 
around. Le1?s get the Killington 
Section Treasury off to a good 
start by paying 1950 dues at our 
Annual Heetir.g later this month. 


BLACK BEAR 

In every forested part of 
North America we can find the 
"black bear getting along just 
fine. He has nothing to fear 
but man and he can hear him or 
smell him half a mile away. 

No danger of his starving 
either. He will eat about any- 
thing that grows from acorns to 
green corn, and insects through 
fish and frogs to an occasional 
sheep or calf. He is especially 
fond of ell fruits in season. 

We have all seen where he has 
trampled a raspberry patch and 
broken down the shad bushes. 

In Vermont bears generally 
weigh from two hundred to four 
hundred pounds. They have a 
clumsy shuffling walk and run 
that nevertheless get them over 
the ground suprisingly fast. 

There claws are short but strong 
so they can climb trees easily. 
When danger threatens a mother 
bear will send her cubs up the 
nearest tree where they will 
stay till ordered down. 

Whether a bear really hi- 
bernates or not is a much argued 
question. When freezing weather 
comes in the fall he finds a 
more or less sheltered spot, 
scrapes together a few leaves 
and curls up. If the den stays 
dry and not too cold he may sleep 
all winter, breathing but four 
or five times a minute and taking 
no food. However his temperature 
stays up nearly to normal and he 
is easily roused in most cases. 

From one to four young arc 
born in the dead of winter. They 
weigh less than a pound apiece 
and don’t get their eyes open 
for about six weeks. 

The black bear is easy to 
tame and can learn tricks readily 
but in the wild state he is not to 
be played with. Neither is he a 
clown but on the other hand is 
perhaps the most sensible and 
easily understood of all ©ur wild 
animals. If you sec a bear in the 
woods and he isn't running the 
other v-ay, why, that means it's 
your turn to run .' Elcmcntry ! 


PARENT CLUB FINANCES 

The present "unfortunate" 
financial condition of The Green 
Mountain Club Inc. comes as no 
surprise to anyone who has read 
the reports of the Corresponding 
Secretary and the Treasurer, and 
compared them, year after year, 
v:ith the previous reports. 

The expenses of the Club 
have increased, except during the 
war years when we were forced to 
neglect up-kcep of trails and 
shelters. The income has not in- 
creased. Now wc must use our 
casj!} reserves to pay the difference. 

Can expenses be cut? Not 
likely. In fact more shelters 
and miles of trails novi nominally 
in the care of the Sections may 
have to be taken over by the 
Parent Club. 

Can income be increased? 

Well, it better be ! We need 
more membcrs-at-large and more 
effort to keep them as members 
after they have once joined. We 
ne'Cd higher dues and improved 
services to our members. We need 
new sections here in Vermont and 
more help and Encouragement to 
Sections already established. ' 

What about the income from 
the Long Trail Lodge? All money 
received is used to pay off the 
debts connected with* the Lodge 
development, and will be for an- 
other six years at least. On no 
account should this income be 
divertod to the regular running 
expenses of tho Club. Nor should 
any more money be added to the in- 
vestment at the Lodge by further 
expansion or improvements. 

As members of the Killington 
Section wc arc automatically mem- 
bers of The Green Mountain Club 
Inc. For years we have light 
hcartedly shrugged off all~rcspon- 
sibility for facing the Parent 
Club's problems. The same has 
been true of the other Sections 
and the members-at- large . It is 
time we took a more active pa*t in 
making plans and g&vc more assist- 
ance to the officers of the Club 

in carrying them out. 



Liar tie Savings Bank. 

President Fred Field pre- 
sided. Reports were given by 
the treasurer, secretary, and 
committee chairmen. 

The nominating committee 
presented a slate of officers 
for the coming year: 

President - Churchill Scott 
V. President - Raymond Catozzi 
Sec.- Treas.- Blear.or M'alker 
This group was elected to office. 

The photography contest was 
judged by Mr . George Tappan. 
Craigue Perkins won first prize 
for the best black and white. 

Fred Field was runner up. Ray 
Catozzi won first prize in the 


colored slide entrie: 


Hr. Leone 


Smith had some outstanding pic- 
tures on display. 

After the business meeting, 
Murray Crumpton entertained the 
group with some liagic tricks. 

1950 MBHBHRSHIP 


Club has two big goals to accom- 
plish. One is the completion of 
Spring Lake Camp. The other is 
the clearing out of numerous 
blowdowns along the Trail caused 
by the windstorms of the Jiast 
winter. 

The Club will need the par- 
ticipation of every single mem- 
ber whenever possible during the 
season to get this work dene. 

The membership committee 
reports that this year looks 
like a banner year, and although 
we like to see a large member- 
ship, we like much more to see 
every member an active member. 

The following is a list of 
Committee Chairmen already ap- 
pointed for the year: 

Shelters - Harold Valiquette 
Publicity and 

Membership - Fred Field 
Gatings - Helen Bailey 

Barbara Mellow 
Photography - Shirley Morris 


The first 15 50 membership 
list appears in this issue. Ad- 
ditional names will be added each 
month as memberships come in. 

Dues are still $2.00 for 
adults and $.50 for Junior mem- 
bers and are payable to: 

Miss Blear.or walker 
C? Baxter Street 
Rutland, Vermont. 
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CHI 


7/hat tree is like a business 
man 

7/ho tries to look the best he 
can? 

This is the first in a series of 
riddles. Just in case you don't 
guess it, you will find the 
answer somewhere in this issue. 


FRED FIELD’S RTORT 

Killington Section has had 
a fine year. Our membership has j 
increased to over 100. The trail i 
at last observation ras in ex- 
cellent condition and the shel- 
ters re re still holding together, j 

\ great deal of trail clear- J 
ing has b r en done over nearly the 
entire length of the Section. 

Work parties concentrate d on 
clearing more than any one thing. 
Very for signs or blazes needed 
to be painted. 

The Shelters were, as much 
as possible, fixed up rhere nec- 
essary and notes made for future 
repairs. 

Spring Lake's ner Shelter 
ras and is the main project. 
Bringing the parts from Shrevs- 
bury to Cuttingsville ras the 
big task completed over last 
vintcr. The* cabin stands rith 
sides and roof beams in position 
nor. Work parties are doing a 
fine job of it. 

Our program of hikes ras 
veil planned and executed by 
Bill Allard. "Thanks, Bill, for 
that rork." I've heard lots of 
compliments on the trips and 
parties this year. Here's a 
goal for rhich the ner committee 
may strive. 

Fore photographs came in 
this year than last. More, too, 
re re entered in th~ contest. 

These photos together rith the 
newspaper "Smoke and Blazes" 
form a good part of our publi- 
city department. We need this 
publicity to inform our members 
of things of Interest and to 
help broadcast our activities 
to the rorld. 

"Thank you," to the staff 
of "Smoke and Blazes." The job 
has been handled so veil the 
paper has become an urgent and 
important part of the Section's 
activities. 

I do appreciate a great 
deal the help, advice and rork 
all of the Section members have 
done rhile I have been an officer, i 
I only hope In the future I can 


return at 1- ast some of this help 
to the ner officers and committees. 

So here goes for a bigger and 
better Killington Section year 
than ever before. 

Fred Field. 


******* •* * * * * * * * * 


The members of The Killington 
Section v:lsh to let Frrd knov that 
they appreciate the splendid rork 
he has done as President for the 
past tv: o years. 


>> c >$. •{. •«. *«. <• 


TREASURER'S REPORT 
Jan. 31 , 1949 to Jan. 1, 1950. 


Re cc ip t s : 

Cash in bank l/l/49 7413*69 

Cash on hand l/l/49 62.29 

Received from dues 142.00 

'Interest 6.60 

Rummage Sale 100.97 

^e f und Com . H . re nt 2 . 50 


Total Receipts *728.05 
Disbursements : 

Trails and Shelters $ 58-81 
Outing Committee 14.29 
Postage. & Stationary 15-07 
Smoke and Blazes 42.98 
Dues to Fain Club 30.00 
Rent to Com. House 5.00 
Prizes 1949 Contest 5.45 


Total Disbursements $169-60 

Credit Balance $558.45 


* * * •* * * * * * * * * * * «• 


The ner Outing Committee co- 
chairmen, Barbara Fcllor and Helen 
Bailey are rork ing on the 1950 
Outing Schedule. It rill be mailed 
rith the next issue of "Smoko & Blaze 


BIC- 


?RBB CFHBRi 


For a limited time only, v;e 
offer free instruction in the 
art(?) of getting out a monthly 
bulletinl All phases of product- j 
ion Y/ill be demonstrated with 
ample opportunity for actual 
practice in: collecting material; 
fitting and arranging to fill 
4 pages - no mere and no less-; 
typing stencils; mimeograph oper- 
ation, including inking and clean- •: 
ing up after same; assembling and li 
stapling pages ; folding; address- 
ing; and stamp licking, '.‘.'here 
else could you get such a com- 
plete course at this low price? 
DON'T DBLAY. Take advantage of 
this opportunity to develop a 
new and fascinating hobby. 

Seriously, v:e do want peo- 
ple to work on Smoke and Biases. i 
If it is as useful to the Club 
as many of you seem to think, 
its continuation shouldn't depend i 
on the whims of three people. ; 

Besides it's fun to get it out ? 
and we'd like more of you to 
share in the fun. 

Shirley Borris has already 
said she would help. Let's have i 
some more volunteers. 7/e 'll be 
hoping to hear from a number of 
you, soon. 


KC’" 
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Beginning soon and continu- 
ing for several months, is a 
season of great activity in the 
fields and woods. Birds are 
returning to make their summer 
homes, or arc passing through en 
route farther north. 7/ildflow- 
ers are starting up after their 
winter's rest. How much of all 
this activity do we see? 

7/e have a plan to help us 
keep in touch with what is going 
on. 7/e'd like our readers to 
act as reporters. Here's the 
idea. You call and report when- 
ever you spot a new arrival, 
either bird or wildf lower. The 
names of the birds and flowers 
reported will be listed each 
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month in 3..CHB and Biases, slong 
with the name of the first per- 
son reporting each. Hake your 
reports to Craigue or Hary 
Perkins (Tel. 907-N). Let's 
have lots of evidence that we 
aren't missing these interesting 
arrivals . 

USHBHRSHIF LIST - 1950 

Uartha Adams 
Barbara Allard 
Bar jory «.llard 
’Villiam Allard 
Helen Bailey 
Lucy Bishop 
Beverly Bruce 
Li. B. Cameron 
Haude Canty 
R. A. Catossi 
Diana Coni in 
George Conlin 
Hilma Brickson 
Tony Fusco 
Grace Hayward 
Daniel Jennings 
Hary Jennings 
Hie ha el Jennings 
Reginald Hnipos 
Veda Hnipes 
Theodore L'Ango 
Barbara Bellow 
Shirley Borris 
Pearl Nichols 
Craigue Ferkins 
Janet Ferkins 
Bar;jory Perkins 
Bary rerkins 
Peter Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
C-retta Rowe 
Bllen Russell 
Charles Dabourin 
Jane 5a hour in 
Churchill Scott 
B. S. Sloccmb 
B . C. Tuttle 
7.*. S. Tuttle 
Harold Valiquette 
Joseph Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
.... Blear.or '.Talker 
James Hhite 
Ruth Postman 
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THE STRANGEST ANIMAL r 

As a conclusion to this 
series of sketches of our native 
animals let’s take a look at 
that two legged calamity, "homo 
stupid lmus . " 

Entirely without feathers 
and with insufficient hair to 
keep him warm he ventures into 
the forest only occasionally. 

At such times he protects him- 
self from the weather by a make- 
shift covering of sheep's wool 
or seed hairs from the cotton 
plant. The lower part of his i 

hind legs are cased in cow skin 
without vdiich he could scarcely 
walk a mile on his tender de- 
formed feet. 

So that he rill not become 
hopelessly lost he scrapes the 
bark from trees and coats the 
round with a white earth mixed 
with oil from the seed of the 
flax plant. It is easy to see 
where he has passed by. The 
Trail is littered with the 
peelings of tropical fruit, the 
shells of birds e.vgs, and the 
wood fiber wrappings which, 
when darkened with ink, con- 
vince his simple mind that the 
enclosed material is good to 
cat . 

T7hcn night comes on he must 
camp where he is. His eyesight 
is poor in broad day light. At 
night he is practically blind. 

He is afraid of the dark and 
burns a tiny torch of dried 
tobacco leaves to keep up his 
spirits, though it gives little 
heat or light. All day upon 
his back he has carried the 
dried and powdered seed of the 
coffee bush brought with great 
labor from a distant land. This 
he boils in water and eats. No J 
He doesn't eat it ! He throws 
it away and drinks the colored 
water in which it has been 
boiled I 

And so he crawls to his 
bed and pretends to sleep out 
the night. At dawn the first 
one up says it's a good morning 
whether it is or not, and all 


the others agree with him. Then 
each one wets his face with cold 
water and says that it feels good. 

No wonder these strange 
creatures have had tdgive up try- 
ing to live In the forest. In- 
stead they are huddled together 
in cities built of stone, baked 
mud, and splintered tree trunks 
where they are utterly dependent 
on one another in whom they quite 
properly have no confidence. 


COMING EVENTS 

Winter Yfcck-e nd 

Date Feb. 2 5 and Feb. 26 

Place- Perkins' Camp, Mendon 

This is the outing we have 
been waiting for. T7e had hoped 
it would be a snow party but 
regardless; rain, hail, snow, or 
sleet the party is on for Sat., 
Feb. 25th and Sun. Feb. 26th. 

Cralgue Perkins is chairman 
of this one. If you wish to 
attend all or any part of this 
| outing, make your reservations 
by calling him at 907M not later 
i than Thursday night of that week. 

As customary with this out- 
ing, meals will be prepared and 
served family style. Everyone 
will help with the work. The 
cost of the meals will be kept 
at a minimum. There is plenty of 
room so don't stay away because 
of the thought that you would be 
one 1 00 many . 

i Bring your own blankets. 


* Tuck e r Lodge Hike 

► 

Date March 12 

Place - Tucker Lodge 

Fred Field is chairman of 
this one. TTatch the "Herald" 
for more details or call Fred 
about it. 
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MAPLB SUGAR PARTY 
Helen Bailey 


No sooner had the Outing 
Committee settled on Saturday, 
March 25, us the date for the 
Maple Sugar Party, than the: ther- 
mometer dropped out of sight and 
sub-zero weather made us wonder 
if some Saturday in May night 
not be better. However we are 

keeping our finders crossed 

Mr. Smith has kindly con- 
sented to have us backhand all 
those who attended last year 
agreed that Camp Sangamon is an 
ideal spot for such a party. 

Those who are interested only in 
sugar can drive nearly to the 
camp, yet the real hikers can 
get as much exercise as they 
wish in the surrounding woods. 

Mr. Smith plays host at the 
"Sugar House", explaining and 
demonstrating the art of sugar- 
making. Cetty Page plans to be 
with us again this year to lead 
square dancing 
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the 

recreation hall. There will also 
be an opportunity for Canasta .. 
fans to get in a few rounds. 

There will be a small charge 
for the eats ( sugar-on-snow, dough- 
nuts, pickles, and coffee)- how 
much we are unable to say at this 
time. 


Reservations 
before bedtime on 
ceding by calling 
need transportation, let us 

Supper about six- thirty. 
Come and bring your friends. 


should be 
the Frida' 
320. If ; 


made 
j pre- 
,'OU • 
know . 
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Schedules for the spring arid 
early summer Outings have been 
made up by Outing Ch. Helen Bailey 
and Barbara Mellow, and are en- 
closed with this issue of "Smoke 
and Blazes". From now on Helen 
and Barbara will write up the 
coming Outings, so consult your 
"Smoke and Blazes" each month 
for first hand information. 

Seems like the new chairmen 
are off to a fine start. This 
schedule looks good to us. 

pt f C* 7-T1 T rp-m-n TT TTrp 

Oi.m Ij x n 

The second outing on the 
new schedule is an old favorite. 
Plan to revisit Clarendon Shelter 
on Sunday, April 2nd. Watch the 
Herald for details as the start- 
ing time etc. 

THAT CCFFBB POT AGAIN 


Information via our private 
underground discloses that the 
"Scourers" are now one up on the 
"Non-Scourers". Bloanor Walker 
somehow got possession of the 
coffee pot and -- you guess -- 
that's right, it's all bright and 
shining again! Don't lot it spoil 
your . f un, "Hcn-Scourers" i 
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What tree is like a man who sows 
Without a needle, as he goes? 

Bid you get the one last 
month? You will have to work 
harder to solve this one. 
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fey 

Dart Noyes 

On Sat., Feb. 26 , graced 
with excellent weather for out- 
door activities, enthusiastic 
members of Killington Section, 
bearing the usual assortment of 
sleeping bags and other necessi- 
ties and travelling on snow shoes , 
skis, or just walking, arrived 
at Perkins' camp in Tendon and 
were as grateful as ever for the 
annual welcoming cup of tea. 

After a brief rest and ex- 
change of greetings and ideas 
some of us went out on the trail 
for a while and gloried in the 
winter sunset, the snow- laden 
evergreens and another long a- 
waited look at the familiar 
pond and Blue Ridec in their 
winter hibernation. 

Twenty- one members and guests 
partook of a wonderful new supper 
menu, after which an innovation 
was instituted when tworousing 
games of Canasta got underway. 

The friendly (wc hope) differ- 
ences of opinion that this ^amc 
brings to light arc truly remark- 
able . A system of making pop- 
corn while blindfolded was de- 
vised by the younger members due 
to conflict regarding the heat- 
producing qualities of the wood 
stove for this purpose. 

TThen those not spending the 
night had sadly taken their leave, 
wc who stayed over slid into our 
sleeping bags and deeply aonre- 
ciatcd the privilege of listening 
to the alternating crackling of 
the wood fire and resounding 
silence - (those who slept that 
near to the fire, let me hasten 
to add ' ) 

Sunday dawned another beauti- 
ful day and brought the pleasures 
of camp breakfast, the welcoming \ 
of returning guests, morning out- ; 
ings, and the ever present enjoy- j 
ment of good company before and j 
after another of our famous meals . \ 

Winter Weekend has come and 
gone again. Those of us who con- ; 
sider this event one of the most * 
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i important on the Section's calendar 
i regret that th>. re has to be a year 
between them, but shall wc reason 
that this keeps the magic in them? 

ADDITIONS TO THE TETBERSHIP LIST 

Dale T. Carpenter - Barton Vt. 
Alagc.ra Chapman 
Edith Evald - Castlcton, Vt. 

Helen Frink - Randolph, Vt. 

Fartha Hakin 
G-rctchen Tiller 
Darthca Noyes - Hanover, N.H. 

Robert Perkins - Burlington, Vt. 

Leone Smith - Pittsford, Vt. 

Burton S. Smith 
Olive H. Smith 
Suzanne B. Smith 
Cigrid E. Patch 
Anna Berg 

AN OLD FATILIAR HIKE 

With a new fall of snow on 
Sunday, Tarch 12th, wc hiked into 
that "old familiar spot" Tucker 
Lodge i The snow shoeing was the 
best it had been all season and the 
woods were beautiful. By noon the 
sun came out to add to our pleasure. 

Eighteen of us shuffled around 
inside the Lodge at dinner time. 
Richard Catozzi remarked, "It's like 
a crowded dance floor." 

The. most unusual event of the 
day was observed by the ladies as 
they watched the men of the party 
wash the windows. 

The camp was in very good con- 
dition for recently a group of 
Explorer Boy Scouts had spent a few 
days here installing the nev; windows, 
fixing the stove pipe, and laying in 
a big supply of wood. Moung Norm 
Davis was the efficient carpenter. 
"Thanks" from the GTC, boys, wc 
appreciate your help. 

NO BI^DS OR PLOTTERS? 

17c arc sorry wc haven't a re- 
port of any birds or flowers seen 
this spring. Perhaps it is too 
early. The hunt is still on so if 
you sec a bird or flower report it 
by telephoning 907 M and we will 
list it in "Smoke & Blazes." 
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THE LOST HUT AID OTHER LOSSES 
INCLUDING THE TRAIL 
’ey 

Ernest E. 7/heeler 

Since 1937 my climbing has 
been in retrospect. In such mem- 
ory hikes, "Smoke and Blazes" has 
been a great help - a breath of 
Green lit. air that finds its way 
to my downtown Manhattan office 
and so sweetens my nail. 

Years ago , my nephew and I 
have frequently had the loan of 
the Lodge (before it had been so 
greatly enlarged )for 7/ashington' s 
Birthday Holidays. 7/e brought 
small parties of congenial spirits 
from Rev/ York and would generally 
break a snows hoe trail up 
Killington. 

On the last of such visits, 
our party went directly to the 
Lodge, while my nephew and I plan- 
ned to climb I'illington from the 
Rutland side and spend the night 
in the little stone shelter on 
the top Hy nephew insisted, 
against my violent protests, on 
bringing a tenderfoot friend who 
had never been on snowshoes. 

There was little snow in the 
valleys. It soon became evident 
however, that all the season’s 
snow that had fallen on Hilling- 
ton had stayed there, 

7/e reached the "Tin" shelter 
just under the top, late in the 
afternoon. The drifts were so 
tremendous that nothing seemed 
familiar to me. The stone hut 
wa s not in its usual place nor 
anywhere to be found, even when 
we resorted to thrusting down a 
pole in an effort to find the 
roof, finally a little showing 
of ledge quite a distance from 
where the hut should be caught my 
attention. It' proved to be an 
exposed bit of the chimneyi 

7/e laborously uncovered the 
entrance sufficiently to open the 
door, which fortunately swung in- 
wards. Finding it impossible to 
maintain a fire in the fireplace 
with the chimney half full of 


ice and snow, I decided we must 
gc to the Lodge a distance of 
5 a" miles. Cur packs were not 
light and s now had begun to fall 
in the early dusk. 

As we had a compass, all we 
had to do was to keep going down 
hill in a northerly direction. 

To hit the Lodge I insisted that 
we keep a little west of north, 
but my nephew argued for a more 
easterly course. 

After crashing along for 
awhile, sometimes on and sometimes 
off the trail, my nephew sudden- 
ly stopped in a little clearing. 

The night had cleared, and in the 
starlight only fifty feet ahead 
was a magnificent, well antlered 
buck, standing with a forefoot 
raised. For prehaps a half min- 
ute we packed him with our flash, 
and then with a great bound he 
disappeared into the black forest . 

By my insistence as to our 
course (probably just luck) we did 
not miss the half-way, open lean-to. 
This success gave Ed ar. unjustifi- 
ed confidence in me. He stuck • 
close to my back, even stepping 
on the tails of ray snowshoes. 

From the lean-tc on, the trail 
is largely an old wood road, but 
I could not seem to hit it. I 
finally did and set up a glad 
shout. Just at this moment, with 
Ed as usual close behind, I plung- 
ed over a small precipice formed 
where a great boulder, concealed 
by the snow, diverted the trail 
around it. I went head foremost 
into the muck of a warm brook. 

An instant after striking bottom, 

I was hit a heavy blow on the 
back of my head, driving my face 
further into the slush. This I 
thought was Ed and for a moment 
murder was in my heart. The blow 
however v:as delivered by my pack 
which violently hir.red over as I 
fell. 

About a mile further, Ed an- 
nounced that he was unable to take 
another step. I knew better for 
he had had no cramps in his calves, 
but I told him in that case we'd 


SLIDE COLLECTIONS 


soon have a fire going, wrap snug- 
ly in our blankets and snooze until 
dawn. I advised him to sit down 
on a log and rest before we un- 
packed. This was my "mental" 
treatment. Unlike other mental 
healers, I do not dispute people 
when they say they are sick or in 
pain. I agree absolutely, some- 
times to the extent of suggesting 
the situation is not only bad, but 
perhaps worse than they think. In 
many instances this results in a 
prompt and complete cure. In five 
minutes Ed was on his f-ect and 
ready to put one foot after the 
other for a while longer, which 
he did. 

Tc reached the Lodge a little 
after midnight. ’Then I cased off 
my pack in the big room before the 
dying embers, the sense of levita- 
tion was so great that it seemed 
to me I would crash the rafters. 

(Editor's note) I'r. Theelcr 
of New York City has b;. on a me m- 
ber of Killington Section since 
the days when the Trail was only 
blazed and the shelter under the 
summit of Killington was only a 
log Lean-to '. T .7c appreciate Fr. 
Thecler taking time out from a 
Florida vacation to write us an 
account of one of his trios. 

NET ENGLAND TRAIL CONFER ' T CE 

On Far. 25th at the University 
of Fassachusctts , Amherst, Fass. 

The Fountainccr ing Section of the 
Recreation Conference will present 
a program of discussions and lec- 
tures which should be of interest 
to GFC members. 

Among the subjects covered 
will be "The Condition of the 
Trails and Shelters all o-er N. E. " 
"The Activities of the Amherst Out- 
ing Club" (with pic.), "Exploring 
the Juneau Ice Fields of Alaska" 
(with pic.), "The Sargent School of 
Out-of-doors" for adults at Peter- 
borough, N. H. , and "The Growth of 
The Appalachian Fountain Club in 
the Thitc Fountains." 

"Smoke % Blazes " can give de- 
tails on time and places of Sessions 


In addition to the GFC 
collection the following slides 
may be obtained for shoring by 
any interested group: 

Appalachian Trail Conference 
collection of 150 slides on the 
entire Appalachian Trail. 

Main Appalachian Trail Club 
collection of 100 slides cov- 
ering that State. 

Also a collection of 150 slides 
on Ft. Katahd in from the M.A.T.C. 

TThilc we arc on this subject 
how docs this sound? Instead of 
a single catch-all collection, 
suppose the GFC developed three 
collections of about 100 slides 
each more or less grouped as 
follows: Number One, a "Travelogue" 
consisting mostly of views of and 
from the Trail; Number Two, a 
"Nature" collection showing birds, 
animals, plants etc. found along 
the Trail" with enough other slides 
for back around ; Number Thr;: e , 
"Hiking and Camping" pictures with 
some views and shots of people 
climbing, cooking, making camp etc. 

No "one questions the fact 
that the small investment made in 
the original collection has paid 
out many times over in good pub- 
licity. Let's have more of it. 

LUNCH FIRES 

Lunch fires should not be 
built where they can not be ex- 
tinguished with watv. r . 

Along the Killington Section's 
part of The Long Trail there arc 
about twelve lunch spots beside 
springs or brooks where it would 
be reasonably safe to build cook- 
ing fires. If we could mark these 
spots and build crude fire places 
we might discourage people "from 
stopping to cook just anywhere the 
fancy strikes them. There should 
be a list of such places at each 
shelter with a warning against 
building fires in undesignated 
spots . 

Some such plan would make a 
good State-wide program to adopt. 
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Killington Sect 

FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
Fred Field 

D0 YOU ENJOY THE MOUNTAIN CLUB? 
fro do and re knor you do- you've 
p roved it ! Hor? frhy, by attending 
our activities and by be in/? an 
active member. Over One Hundred 
members Joined last year. There 
re re as many as thirty people on 
some of the trips. Nearly eighty 
came to the card party and recently 
sixty ate sugar on snor at Pittsford. 
That’s interest and enthusiasm .’ Of 
course there are hundreds more rho 
use The Long Trail and its shelters 
in the summer and of whom, re have 
no count. 

Your officers have designed a dandy 
trio schedule for the coming year. 
There are, too, many things rhich 
must be done to maintain The Trail 
and reoair its Shelters. This all 
takes money and manpower. Let’s all 
set behind the Club rlth our mem- 
berships and our help. PUT OVER THU 
FILLING TON SECTION NOV VITH A B.\NC-! 

Hiking 
Recreation 
Over - Nights 
Trail Clearing- 
Card Parties 
Susarins Off Party 
Rummage Sales 
Shelter Maintenance 
Cookin<? Out 
frild Florcr Hunts 
Nature 

Srimming Trios 
Fishins 


ion G.IT . C . 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS 


JOIN NON ! 

Senior dues *2.00 
Student .50 

Junior . 50 

frith membership goes an automatic 
membership in the Main Green 
Mountain Club, Long Trail Ncrs 
and Smoke % Blazes for a year. 


Dues may be mailed to Miss Eleanor 
fralker, Treasurer, 87 Baxter St. , 
Rutland , Vc rm ont . 


From nor on the 1950 Membership 
List rill be used for mail ins 
SMOKE BLAZES . 


CONGRATULATIONS: 

No arc. pleased to congratulate 
Bill Allard for being chosen as 
Valedictorian of the 1950 Class 
of Mount Saint Joseph -Academy. 
Bill rill be up at U.V.M. next 
year. No doubt he rill be a 
valuable addition to the college 
Out ins Club. 


RIDDLE 

1 

frhatHircc is air ays found to be 
Between J. K. and No. P ? 
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MAPLE SUGAR PARTY 

by 

Ruth A. Fostnan 

The annual maple sugar party 
was held Saturday, March 25th at 
Camp Sangamon in Pittsford. About 
Alxtjr members and friends attended. 

Some went early and watched 
the boiling down of sap at the 
Sugar House, presided over by our 
genial host Leone Smith. 

It was a beautiful early 
spring day. Some of the party 
drove to the top of the hill but 
others decided to let their cars 
rest at the bottom of the hill 
and proceed on foot. The walk 
did us good and gave us a good 
appetite. It also gave us a 
chance to watch the flocks of 
crows circling around us and to 
listen to the chicadees talking 
to us . 

On our arrival at camp we 
found several there ahead of us 
and the syrup boiling. 7/e also 
found a hearty welcome in the 
kitchen. Cur hostess, Mrs. Smith 
was there to make everyone happy 
and comfortable. 

We soon sat down to bov/1 s 
of hot syrup (cooked just right) 
and pans of snow, doughnuts,^ 
pickles, and coffee. 

The Outing Committee, Helen 
Bailey and Barbara Mellow, and 
our President, Churchill Scott 
(and Mrs.), certainly gave us 
good service in every way. There 
was plenty of everything, ever! 
seconds on syrup. Some members 
v/ith larger appetites brought 
sandwiches to augment their supper. 

George Conlin being a good 
sport started in washing dishes. 
Mrs. Scott took over after a- 
while and finished them up with 
several able and willing workers 
to dry and put away. 

Later on we had square danc- 
ing in the Lodge where there was 
a roaring fire in the fireplace. 
Getty Page took care of this part 
of the program and did his usual 
good job of it. There were games 


for those who did not care to 
dance, so in all we had a most 
enjoyable evening. 

7/e are very fortunate to 
have such a grand place for our 
Sugar Party and we are truly 
grateful to our friends the 
Leone Smiths. 

CLARENDON SHELTER 
by 

????? 

The short hike in to 
Clarendon Shelter is lovely at 
any time of year but especially 
so in the early spring as on 
Sunday, April 2nd, when the 
brooks were singing their spring 
songs and the trees wore showing 
signs of life by sending out 
catkins. There were some especi- 
ally pretty ones that looked like 
big fat pussy willows, but as 
they were growing on poplar trees 
someone was heard to remark, 
"Should wo call them pussy pop- 
lars? 

Sixteen( including Mike 
Larsen's dog) made the trip, tak- 
ing the weather man at his word 
that although it would rain dur- 
ing the morning it would clear 
before c-1 exsen - and it didi Cf 
course it was rather wet under- 
foot after the rain, especially 
as there was still snow on the 
side road, but this made the dry 
shelter all the more welcome. 
After the ashes of ages had been 
cleared out of the camp stove 
and a little patching job done 
on the lining of the fire box, a 
roaring fire was soon going and 
coffee in the making. 

By the time lunches were 
cooked and oaten more hiking was 
in order, however short ones 
satisfied as the wet snow along 
the Trail and in the woods made 
it hard going. The group broke 
up early with calls of, "See you 
in two weeks at Buffumi" Como 
on and join us pr chaps we can 
find some early spring flowers 
along the Trail by then. 


CALLING ALL HIICERS 
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to brave the April showers 
and/or enjoy the April sunshine ; 
on the 6th at Buffum Shelter, 
the 30th at Governor Clement and 
Llay 16 th at Little Rocky Pond, 

The early spring schedule was 
planned to cover our own terri- 
tory first and to stretch un- 
accostuned muscles in preparation 
for the real workout at Stratton 
later. So come on out to 'pick 
the first flowers, count the 
early birds, or just to get some 
air and exercise in congenial 
company. As usual bring your 
own lunch and cup and meet at 
Lleldon School. Y/atch the Herald 
for time of meeting. 

REM3UBER THE RULLIAGE SALE 

Another activity which 
comes along at about the same 
time as looking for the first 
flowers, spring fever and the 
like is housecleaning. 7/e know 
you are all at it, or will be 
soon. Now is the time to start 
your collection for our next 
Fall's Rummage Sale. Put a box, 
the bigger the better, in some 
easily accessible place and as 
fast as you find something des- 
tined for the sale put it in 
the box. This will get things 
out of your way now and when Oct- 
ober rolls around you won' t have 
to say," Oh, I had some things 
for the sale but I didn't have 
time to get them together." DC 
IT NOW 1 

ANOTHER RUNLiAGE SALE THOUGHT 

Remember those nice, brand 
new pictures we had at our last 
sale as a special value? There 
are a few left which we would be 
glad to sell at 35 to 50 cents 
each depending on size. Get in 
touch with us if you can use 
some. Incidentally, if we don't 
sell 'em now you may get 'em for 
prizes at our next Card Party! 
That's a warning 1 


L /\ Dr’"C'T mn^-nn 
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In keeping with our tireless 
pursuit of the superlative in ev- 
erything, The American Forestry 
Association has available a list 
of the largest specimens of all 
the varieties of trees in the U.S. 
The tabulation shows the name and 
the variety, the circumference 
four and one-half feet from the 
ground, the spread of the branches 
the highth, the location of the 
tree and the name of the person 
reporting it. 

The only "largest" credited 
to Vermont is the Yellow Birch. 
This tree is thirteen feet, nine 
inches in circumference and eighty 
eight feet high with a spread of 
sixty-three and one-half feet. It 
is located exactly on The Long 
Trail between the Hancock-Ripton 
Pass and Lake Pleiad. 7/hen we go 
on our GLiC hike to Lake Pleiad 
June 24th we can examine it. 

It would seem that a sirailiar 
list of the largest trees of each 
specie in Vermont would be inter- 
esting and -ould help maintain an 
interest in our forests. Prchaps 
some method could be found to pro- 
tect these specimens from dcstruc-* 
tion and assure their accessibil- 
ity to the public. 

7/cll, all right then, let's 
start in Rutland County. Let's 
locate the largest Elm, largest 
Beech, largest haple and so on. 

If you will send the locations in 
to SliOKS AND BLAZES we will make 
the measurements. Once we have a 
list established you will know 
what dimensions must be exceeded 
in order to get recognition for 
your favorite "Big Tree". 

This can be a lot of fun for 
all of us if you people will just 
pass along the necessary informa- 
tion. 

ADDITIONS TO ..ELiBERSIIIP LIST 

77. E. Bradder 
Fred Field 
Helen Field 
Uarilyn Trop 
Bernice Tuttle 
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THE UNDERGROUND 

Remember the good old days 
when re lived in nice safe caves 
cauippcd with running rater, 
radiant heat and air conditioning? 
Well, maybe you don't individually, 
but as a race re can't get aray 
from that memory. Caves have a 
great attraction for most of us. 

Here in Vermont re have tro 
kinds of caves. One type is 
found at the base of some steep 
mountain side rhere frost action, 
and perhaps glacial action, has 
broken large. blocks of rock from 
the cliffs and oiled them up at 
the bottom. Bctrccn these huge 
pieces of stone are spaces con- 
nected by a labyrinth of passage 
rays . 

In the r inter T "ator runs 
dorn into these holes end freezes. 

In summer the temperature is not 
high enough for a long enough 
time to warm up the air in the 
caves sufficiently to melt the 
ice. This is often the case at 
the Pitts ford jee Cave and at the 
Wallingford Ice Beds. Other 
places ^ith caves of this type 
are East Mountain, and Dr. er's 
Lc ap . 

The other kind of cave in 
Vermont is the roll kno T "n Lime- 
stone cave. Much of the re stern 
part of the state is underlain 
by a stratum of limestone. In 
some places it is at considerable 
depth and at others it is right 
at the. surface. 

Limestone rill slorly but 
surely dissolve in rain r, ater. 
Through cracks and crevices the i 
rater seeps downward dissolving 
the rock as it goes, gradually 
forming tunnels and rooms per- 
haps far be lor the surface. 

Sometimes re arc lucky 
enough to find openings at the 
surface through rhich re can 
enter the underground passages. 

For every one of the se knorn 
caves there mu at be a hundred 
others rlth no open entrance at 
the surface or whose entrances > 

are hidden by sand and gravel, 
or other debris. i 


Some of the Limestone .caves 
near Rutland are the Chipoenhook 
Cave, Plymouth Caves, Carver's 
Falls Cave, Cold River Cave, Ft. 
Aeolus Cave, Nlckwackctte Cave, 
and Skinner's Hollow Cave on 
Equinox. All arc worth visiting. 
Wear your old clothes and carry" 
flashlights and a rope. Don't 
go alone. Perhaps you will find 
an unexplored passage way or a 
new entrance leading to an un- 
discovered cave. 

Maybe a nice safe cave wasn't 
such a bad place after all '. 

FOOT NOTES 

Before setting out on any ex- 
tended hike a thorough check should 
be made of the feet and careful 
attention given to the shoes to be 
worn. 

We are often guilty of wearing 
imorooocr shoes and our feet are 
apt to be tender with corns or 
calluses. Try to have these re- 
moved before going on the Trail. 

Ankle supports or high arch supports 
should be worn only on a doctor's 
prescription. If your ankles arc 
a little weak don't wear low shoes 
for hiking. 

Blisters =md sore feet may be 
caused by misfitting shoes, nails, 
torn or wrinkled shoe lining, torn 
or crinkled sox, wrinkled tongues 
or tight laces. Correct any known 
imperfection in your shoes and sox 
before you start out. 

Even with all these precautions 
things may go wrong. At the first 
sign of irritation 'a band-aid should 
be applied to the tender spot If 
a blister has formed apply antiseptic 
and prick the edge of the blister' 
with a needle or pin sterilized in 
a match flame. Press out the v-ater 
and apply a band-aid. 

If the sox arc causing the 
trouble shift them from right to 
left foot and vice versa - but 
don’t try it with shoes. 


’ d ‘0 _‘N ‘X ‘f s,4i 

oos puB ^oq&qaxB anoA jsnp 



FROM OUR O^TNG CHAIRMAN 
Helen' ^lley 

SAVE THESE DATES * May 14, 

May 27-28, and June 11 

The official hike to Little 
Rock Pond sponsored by the GMC 
Killin^ton Section is planned 
for Sunday May 14 . Meet at 
Meldon School at ten o'clock 
and a pilot will be provided. 

The annual meeting week-end 
May 2J-28 is covered in a separ- 
ate article in this issue, fte 
hone, however, for a. goodly 
turnout to welcome our guests 
(if any) to the Spring Lake 
Projc ct . 

Now for the really big event. 
For several years I have tried to 
promstc a hike to Stratton Pond 
and have been put off with the 
protest that it was too far to 
drive, too far to walk, and 
crene rally too ambitious an under- 
taking. Consequently, my first 
thought on bclne asked to help 
plan the hikes this year was, 

'Now I can go to Stratton." So 
» I am appealing to all loyal 
t rooters to save the date, Sunday 
June 11 , and let ' s show them we 
arc really a hikina club. Let 
me auotc the following from the 
Guide Book. "The Trail follows 
the highway eastward about 1.1 
miles to an abandoned lumber 
village known as the Grout Job. 
Here it turns left and after 32 - 
miles through a beautiful hard- 


wood forest, for nearly half the 
distance beside a rushing stream - 
the headwaters of the Dc erf L Id 
River - reaches Lillis Ross Camp 
on Stratton Pond." Does that 
sound so difficult? Incidently, 

I made the trip once and recall 
having had a grand time and no 
ill effects. Of course, what I 
would really like to do is to 
enlist a few real enthusiasts who 
will volunteer to go to the summit 
of Stratton Mountain (where I have 
never been) but which the Guide 
Book says is 2\ miles from the 
road after a climb which is 
"steady but nowhere very steep". 

At the top is the "finest view 
from the southern part of the 
Trail, Including parts of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, and 
New York as well as most of 
Southern Vermont." I ask you, 
where else could you see so much 
for so little? So think it over 
and let's make our motto "Stratton 
or bust . " 

TRUSTEES' MEETING 

On April 15th the trustees 
of the G.M.C. met for an all day 
now- wow. Much of the time was 
spent in discussing the Club's 
financial situation. The solution 
seems simple - take in more and 
spend loss. Any suggestions * 

RIDDLE 

^hat tree when checked with line 
s,nd weight, 

Is found to be exactly straight? 
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HIKE TO BUFFUM SHELTER 

by 

barren Hoadlcy 

Spring florors rcrc absent 
from the little Jaunt to Buffum 
Shelter on Sunday, April 9th, 
but the remnants of our late 
rinter snorstorm rcrc quite 
visible. Many of us rould 
gladly have traded our rubbers 
for tightly laced boots rhen re 
stepped into sore of the deeper 
spots. Trrnty-four reached the 
shelter rith only a fer with 
ret feet for company. 

Soon re had a fire going 
and even though the trip ras 
short, the appetites rcrc large. 
Sore of the younger follorcrs , 
chasing through the roods, suc- 
ceeded in "scaring-up" a rabbit 
and re re no doubt as surprised 
as the rabbit. Incidcntly, they 
agreed that the rabbit's tail 
ras real cotton ! 

After a hearty lunch, three 
of our ambitious trailrcen hiked 
up on the trail, clearing it of 
fallen trees and improving the 
marking. Many of the rest of 
us took short hikes uo the trail 
enjoying the scenery and exhil- 
arating spring atmosphere Still 
another group cleaned the shelter 
preparing it for early summer 
hikers v, ho, I am sure, rill appre- 
ciate this service. 

The return trip ras much 
easier than re expected - under 
foot - because the sun had melted 
much of the snor. 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS COMMITTEE 

Recently a meeting ras 
held at Churchill Scott's home 
to line up pl^ns for rork on our 
camps, an^ to set up a system of 
keeping track of trail conditions. 

■All information about each 
camp rill be kept together and 
a record rill be kept for each 
portion of our trail shoring 
rhat has and has not been done 
during the year. 


THE GOV. CLEIDNT SHELTER HIKE 

by 

Marilyn Trop 

Trenty-one ambitious GRE^N 
MOUNTAIN CLUB hikers hiked to the 
Governor Clement Reiter Sunday 
April 30th. Thcre^fro guests 
along rith us, Jackie Daley and 
Mrs. Jean Goddard. The weather 
forecast ras "April shorers" but 
as Mr. Kirk, Rutland's rcathcr 
man, ras along he changed it to a 
"bright and sunny" day. 

Some of the more rugged 
Individuals hiked about tro miles 
up the trail, others collected 
pussy-r illo’"s , and the remaining 
fer slept on the roof of the 
shelter. 

tfc must give "three cheers" 
for the men. They balanced the 
unbalanced table, so nor a person 
can sit dorn and enjoy his lunch 
rithout having it fall into his 
lap. The men also started to 
reconstruct the. bunks. This Job 
rill be finished sometime in the 
future . Tar ras put on several 
spots of the shelter's roof so 
it ron't leak. Eleanor talker 
helped the men carry some rood 
from an old shack to the shelter 
for the table. T7c rondcred if she 
ras looking for another dime like 
she found at the Buffum Shelter 
when cleaning the bunks. 

On the next hike re decided 
to bring a first aid kit because 
as re played a rough game of 
"London Bridge", re had three 
casualties. vfc also square danced, 
played other childhood games; 
making our orn music, and re had 
a tug of rar. He really had a 
ronderful time and re hope to 
have a good time at Little Rock 
Pond the 14th also. Hope to see 
you there. 

* *** * * ***'* '«• > 

Don’t forget the Intorscc- 
t tonal Get-to-gether to be held 
the last reek-end in August. 

# * * -»• ■ “r * * * * 

•quinid lanxd b uouji x.usoop oe& 
qunu os unqs qxi*- 1 uo HO 
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PLANS FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of The 
Green Mountain Club Till be held 
Saturday, May 27 th at The Long- 
Trail Lodge Annex. 

This Is the annual meeting 
of the parent organization Includ- 
ing members #f all Sections and 
mcmbers-at-large . It is the «p- 
portunlty for the members to dis- 
cuss the Club affairs, make sug- 
gestions, and to elect trustees 
to carry on the Club business. 

More member participation is 
badly needed and all are urged to 
try to be present. 

At 11 A.M. on the 27th Pres. 
Buchanan rill call the meeting to 
order. There rill be reports of the 
various officers and committees 

Recess rill be taken for 
dinner at 1 P. r . and the meeting 
resumed at 2 P.’’. 

Immediately following the 
close of the meeting there rill 
be a Trustees meeting for the 
election of officers and other 
business. During this period 
there rill be a choice of tro 
hikes for those not involved in 
the Trustees meeting. One hike 
rill be to Tucker Lodge and re- 
turn, a total distance of 2.0 
miles. The other rill be to 
Tucker Lodge and back by ray of 
the Circle Trail, a total distance 
of 2.5 miles. 

Lunch rill be at 6 P.M. 

At 7 P.M. there rill be a 
shoring of slides brought in by 
various members, and movies of 
the 1949 Interscctional Gct-t- 
gotber . 

Sauare Dancing rill be in 
order from $ P.M. untill exheus— 
t ion. 

On Sunday, May 28 th the 
Fillington Section rill have a 
hike to Spring Lake ( Shrewsbury 
Pond). Coffee rill be served at 
the ner Spring Lake Camp at 12*30 
P.M. There arc three approaches 
to Spring Lgke . From the North, 
drive to Clarendon Gorge and hike 
south 2.5 miles on The Long Trail. 
From the South, drive to The Long 


i Trail crossing on the ’■''ailing ford 
Gulf Road and hike 2.8 miles north 
on The Long Trail. From the East 
i drive up the Spring Lake Ranch 
Road rhich leaves Route 103 just 
south of an iron bridge betrecn 
East Clarendon and Cuttingsvllle . 

If there is no mud, cars may be 
driven to the lake (use caution). 

From there it is about .5 mile 
to the site of the camp in the 
open pasture rest of the lake. 

If the ice isn't too thick 
on the pond you can take an early 
srim, or just sit around and enjoy 
the vier. For those rho rant to 
relax a little more actively, the 
Fillington Section rill supoly the 
hammers, nails etc. 

THE BURLINGTON SECTION'S 
SCHEDULE 

7c have received a schedule of 
the Burlington Section's hikes 
for Spring and Summer and are 
pleased to find they have listed 
’Aug. 26 and 27 Interscctional 
Hike- overnight at Craiguc. Perkins' 
Camp , Mend on. " 

7c hope there rill be a big 
crord dorn from Burlington this 
year at the Interscctional. 7c 
missed them last year. 

Another hike scheduled that 
attracted our attention is "Aug. 

5-6 Groton State Forest. Spruce 
Peak " This is a favorite of many 
of our Fillington Section members. 
Hof about meeting up rith Burlington 
on that date T This is just a 
suggestion. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Our total membership to date 
is 65 including the foil or in* 

LIFE MEMBERS: 

Willis Ross 
Matilda Goulding 
Carlton Wilson 

* * ”r ■ » * 'f * 

Vera Perkins is on a six recks 
vacation, traveling in England, 
Scotland, and France. 
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A. NEW MEMBER AND HER DOG ENJOY 
THE LONG TRAIL 

fey 

Allegra Chapman 

Lately, mucg to my regret, 

I have been unable to attend the 
hikes because of an addition to 
the family In the way of a new 
puppy. Rut on Sunday, the 30th 
of April, a friend was persuaded 
to take Susan (the pup ) and Lois 
Fenton and me up to the trail 
leading from the highway into 
Tucker Lodge. 

Susan was full of life and 
ran back and forth along the 
trail wanting us to hurry. We 
Intended to go to Noyes Pond and 
started off on that trail. Along 
the way, plants of spathyema 
foctldus (skunk cabbage ) were 
found springing up. A few hikes 
a^o, one of the members wanted 
to be notified of the first up- 
coming of the cabbages. They are 
found on the trail to the pond, 
shortly after leaving the signs 
to Deer Leap and Noyes Pond. 

It didn’t take Susan long 
to scare up a Ruffed Grouse, 
which frightened her as much as 
she frightened it. Both pink 
and white Mayflowers were found 
and little yellow violets were 
all along the trail 

Since neither Lois nor I 
had been on this trail, we had 
our first exneriencc in follow- 
ing the markers and decided on 
our next "day off" to take a 
can of paint along. We could 
never reach the blazes that arc 
thero--wc decided that the Club 
must have a very tall man or 
that some man had carried a boy 
on his shoulders to have painted 
the blazes so hifrti .’ Probably 
in the summer time the trail will 
be easier to follow, but the ex- 
perience of following the trail 
was one that will not be for- 
gotten. Three or four times we 
had a little difficulty in find- 
ing the markers and got off the 
trail. W c both remarked that it 
would not be fun to get lost in 
the woods. 


Time went faster than we, 
and soon it was time to cat our 
lunch, about a mile before the 
pond. A Belted Kingfisher was 
screeching down along a stream 
and we decided that it could not 
be very far to the pond, but we 
had to return in order to meet our 
ride home. Wo found two little 
chipmunks and while we were eating, 
a Hairy Woodpecker kept us company. 
There was plenty of snow to cool 
off our "Cokes" which had gotten 
warm from the sun while carrying 
them. We certainly enjoyed our" 
lunch. Susan seemed happy to be 
able to lie down for a few minutes. 

On the return trip, the puo did 
not run back and forth- -she ran 
ahead and sat and waited until we 
caught up with her. 

On the way back the water in 
each brook tasted wonderful. Wc 
had to sample each onc--thc result 
of too much salt in the potato salad. 

We had many questions about 
the trail, but no Green Mountain 
Club member to ask. Perhaps some- 
time it V; ill be more convenient to 
take Susan along with all the other 
Club members and wc ean all enjoy 
her antics. Right now she is a 
tired puppy-dawg '• ! 

GMC SLIDES GO TO TEXAS 


The GMC slides were shown to 
members and friends of the First 
Unitarian Church of Houstan, Texas. 
Many of these people ar^ from New 
England who return for vacations 
so there was much interest in Vt. 
and The Long Trail. 

Mr. Lawrence G. Cowles of Belial: 
Texas wrote us an interesting letter 
in which he mentioned that he wished 
the slide collection included a half 
dozen pictures of the Vermont setting 
in which the. trail hikers find them- 
selves on entering Vermont and' 
approaching the mountains. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cowles hope to 
introduce their three sons to The 
Long Trail by an overnight trip on it 
next August. They have pra.cticcd a 
little In Colorado so mountain climb- 
ing will not be a new experience to 
J them. 



Saturday . June 24th , we hope 
to see all the survivors of the 
Stratton Trip (along with those 
who didn't go) at Pleiad Lake for 
a supper party. This is an easy 
hike from the road but there are 
many beautiful trips that can be 
taken in the neighborhood, if 
desired . 

J uly 9th , we are planning 
another trip to Spring* Lake since 
so few members of the Killington 
Section attended the outing held 
there in conjunction with the 
Annual Lie e ting . This time there 
will be swimming as well as hikr 
ing and sun-bathing on the pro- 
gram. 

The new schedule of hikes 
will be along with the July issue 
of "Smoke and Blazes". 

1950 INTERSECT ICNAL 

By popular demand the 1950 
Intersectional is to be held in 
the Killington Section area again. 

Fred Field is chairman of 
this event. The dates are Aug. 

26 - 27. The place - Perkins' 

Camp in Hendon. 

more details will be given 
•in the July and August issues of 
"SLiOKE c. BLAZES" but mark your 
calendar for Aug. 26 and 27. 

RIDDLE 

What tree if placed beyond the sea 
Would money in your pocket be ? 


On Sunday, Hay 25th, thirty- 
five members and friends of the 
Killington, Worcester, and 
Burlington Sections of the G.U.C., 
spent the day at the new Spring 
Lake Camp in Shrewsbury, Host 
of the crowd came in over the 
Spring Lake Ranch road, arriving 
at various times from nine to 
eleven- thirty. 

Although the Cuting wasn't 
scheduled as a "work party" our 
visitors insisted on putting 
in a hard day's labor on the 
new camp. Could we refuse? Not 
so. Led by JisvGroon,- Roy 
Buchanan, Billy Liitcheil, and 
Churchill Scott, the men carried 
in logs for the camp foundation, 
jacked up the camp and put the 
logs in position on top of the 
stone piers* 

The ladies carried stones 
from the pasture for use in the 
foundation. ( It's better than 
a diet girls.) 

At twelve— thirty , Helen 
Bailey had the coffee ready right 
on schedule, and as usual it was 
just right. 

Then back to work until 
about four o'clock when our out 
of town friends had to start 
for home. One party went north 
over the Trail to Clarendon 
Gorge. 

It was a fine day and a fine 
crowd. Thanks again, '.Vorcester 
and Burlington Sections for your 
efforts . 


THE ANNUAL METING 

At the annual meeting of the 
Green Fountain Club held Fay 27th 
at the Long Trail Lodge, Prof. Roy 
Buchanan was re-elected President; 
John Vondcll, Vice President; and 
Wallace Fay was elected Treasurer. 
Craigue Perkins and Lula F. Tye 
were re-elected Clerk and Corre*- 
spondlng Secretary. 

Reports from the sections 
were given by a representative 
present from each section. 

Churchill Scott reported for 
Killington. 

Jutfgc Clarence Cowles of 
Burlington addressed the meeting 
eulogizing James P. Taylor /'Father 
the- Green Fountain Club" . Judge 
Cowles introduced a resolution 
"That the club do erect appropriate 
permanent memorials at suitable 
places on the Long Trail, perpet- 
uating the memory of our founder, 
and his splendid ideals in founding 
the Green Fountain Club." This 
resolution was adopted by the club. 

Prof. L. B. Pufi'cr introduced, 
and the meeting adopted a resolu- 
tion on the death of Robert H. 

Domcy. It stated in part that 
"The Green Fountain Club mourns his 
passing and wishes at this time to 
express and olacc on record its 
respect and affection for Captain 
Domey, its great sense of loss in 
his death, and our sincere sympathy 
for Mrs. Domcy and the other members 
of his family." 

At the close of the meeting 
short hikes were taken around the 
Lodge . 

After the evening meal, Jim 
Green, of the Worcester Section 
took charge of the shoeing of moving 
pictures of the 1949 Intersect ional. 
The baseball game, the square 
dancing on the lawn, and the 
tenting set-up brought back 
pleasant memories. Prof. Puffer 
also”shov;cd some scenic slides and 
flower pictures that were 
appreciated. 

Next on the program was 
square dancing with Diana and 
George Coni on in charge and 


Getty Paige calling off. This 
lasted until 11:15 PM and rounded 
out a full day and evening of 
business and pleasure. 

This meeting certainly stands 
out as one of getting acquainted with 
Club business and Club members. 

It gave an opportunity to all who 
attended to get in the know of 
how, why, and wherefore of the 
Green fountain Club. Let’s get 
started on another one like it 
f°r next year. 

LITTLE ROCKY POND 

by 

Edith V. Swald 

The hike to Little Rocky 
Pond on Mother's Day was enjoyed 
by twenty-eight people plus three 
dogs. The group was well repre- 
sented as the age range was from 
eleven to seventy. 

After lunch, which included 
the- usual famous coffee, some of 
us set out for the upper ledge. 

Twelve people and two dogs made 
the trip to the top. The view 
was very rine and we found in 
looking down on those who had 
stayed below we had the feeling 
they were on a shipwrecked island. 
Some were sunning while others 
v; ere fishing. 

I understand the fishing was 
not very good, but the trail to 
Little Rocky Pond was easy going 
and the wild flowers were at their 
best. With Fr. Kirk along to 
identify the trees, rocks, flowers, 
and birds, the trip was most 
delightful. 

OUR YOUNGEST MEMBERS 

David, four weeks old son 
of Thelma and Bob Perkins, is 
Killington Section’s youngest 
member. 

Our next youngest member is 
Tommy, eight months old son of 
Helen and Fred Field. 

It won’t be long before 
these youngsters will be on the 
Trail . 
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STRATTON 

It loo ks like the way to 
collect a crowd is to advertise 
a hard trip! Twenty-six people 
were on hand for the Stratton 
trip and fourteen of then made 
the complete circle - up over 
Stratton lit., down to the Pond, 
and back to the road - nine miles 
in all. The rest were satisfied 
with going directly to the Pond, 
making a seven mile round trip. 

Who ever said this was an eating 
club instead of a hiking club? 

lir. Kirk was along so the 
weather was perfect - clear and 
cool, with enough breeze to keep 
the little black flies from being 
too annoying. The woods were 
staging a splendid flower show, 
with lady slippers and mountain 
pinks as the star preformers. 

We have never before seen so 
many of either in one place. 

Our Outing Chairmen with 
their usual efficiency had every- 
thing under perfect control. 

Coffee was served on the top of 
the mountain for one group, and 
at the Willis Ross shelter at the 
Pond for the other group. The 
two detachments combined forces 
at the shelter at about three- 
thirty in the afternoon. 

This part of The Long Trail 
is maintained by the Worcester 
Section and they certainly do an 
excellent job. We were impressed 
too with the efficient stove and 
the equipment such as shovel, 
axe, saw, etc. which was availa- 
ble in the camp. ' 

On returning to the cars , 
most of the party took advantage 
of the opportunity for a drive- 
through a very lovely, wooded 
section of Vermont, making the 
return trip by way of 'Vest V/ards- 
boro, Last Jamaica, Jamaica, 
Londonderry, and Heston. 

We attended an Intersection- 
al at Stratton a number of years 
ago and had a scheduled hike 
there about three years ago. Let's 
not wait so long again before 
re-visiting Stratton. 


KILLIHGTOIT TRIP 

George and Diana Conlon,and 
Craigue Perkins chose the week- 
end of Lay 20th - 21st for an 
ovc-r night trip to Cooper Lodge 
on Killington. 

The road in to Tessier's 
Lumber Camp was found to be pass- 
able but it is doubtful if it 
will be after one or two good 
thundershowers. There was only 
one small blowdown on the Buck- 
lin Trail. Patches of snow were 
still in the hollows near thc- 
camp. 

Cooper Lodge was found in 
very good condition. Ho windows 
were broken and only an average 
accumulation of empty cans litter- 
ed the floor. The stove pipe 
needs replacement. 

As it had rained for two 
days it was found that all but 
the smallest dead spruce branch- 
es were wet. Several dead trees 
were cut into but Vurp little dry 
wood could be found. However, 
once the fire was started this 
damp wood burned very well in- 
deed when split up into pieces 
about an inch through. 

As a precaution, a Primus 
stove burning kerosene had been 
brought along and this was used 
for heating coffee water. 

The party ate well. Satur- 
day night, steak and mashed pota- 
toes; Sunday morning, bacon and 
eggs; Sunday noon, roast beef and 
sweet potatoes. How does that 
sound? 

Four hours were spent on 
the Peak in the warm sun just 
looking over Vermont, How York, 

New Hampshire and Massachusetts. 

Back home again by six 
o'clock. Another good trip and 
no Canasta. 

OH TEL TRAIL 

Ldith Lwald, accompanied by 
two. girls from the St. Teacher's 
College, is spending a few days 
on the Long Trail this week. 

More news on hc-r trip later. 


THOSE LITTLE BLACK FLIES 




Perhaps you never sayi a bear 
*n the woods, nor a deer, nor a 
bobcat. Maybe you have been on the 
trail for a week without seeing a 
porky. But if you go into the woods 
in early summer and don't notice the 
black flics well, tsk, tsk. 

From about the first of June 
till the middle of July these little 
pests can make life miserable for 
anyone who fails to take p rop&rfr 
precautions. Of course people 
differ in sensitivity. Some seem to j 
be poisoned by the insect bites 
while others merely brush off the 
accumulated visitors from time to 
time and think no more of it. If 
you arc like that you arc lucky. 

Suppose you aren't, what can 
you do? Well, you can wear a long 
sleeve- .shirt and full length pants or i 
Slacks. A hat or bandana will keep 
them out of your hair, if any. You 
can buy or make a head net of dark 
colored material. If you use white 
you won't be able to sec through it 
as well. 

How about dope? If you arc 
old fashioned you can try Oil of 
Citronclla which smells and tastes 
like licorice and gives a licorice 
flavor to everything you cat and 
drink. Incidentally it will make 
you less attractive to the rest of 
creation, Including the flics. The 
newer, odorless mixtures arc all 
good. This may be partly psycho- 
logical though. T hc flics are bad. 
You stop to put on some dope. They 
immediately get much worse because 
you stopped. You apply thc dope 
and start along again. They don't 
seem so bad. Therefore thc dope is 
good . 

In going along thc trail It 
may help to carry a little switch 
with green leaves on thc end of it 
to brush thc flics away from your 
face before they can bite. 

This all sounds like pretty 
grim business, but it isn't as bad 
as all that. Thc worst trouble can 
be avoided by camping, eating your 
lunch, or even resting where there 
Is a chance for thc wind to blow 


away the flics. In thc thick 
spruces they will swarm around 
by thc millions but the slightest 
breeze will scatter them, so try 
to stop a lake shore or on an 
open ridge. 

If you take these precautions 
and thc flies still bite you have 
a choice of cither staying home 
or biting them right back. 

GOD DARD COLLEGE 

Well, our traveling sideshow 
has been on the road again. On 
June 2nd Harold Valiquette, Fred 
Field, Churchill Scott, and Craiguo 
Perkins journeyed to Plainfield, 
Vermont to tell all Interested at 
Goddard College a h out the Green 
Fountain Club. 

About thirty students and 
faculty members turned out for thc 
occasion. Fred outlined thc 
history and purposes of the Club, 
Churchill told of the activities 
of the Fillington Section, and 
Craigue acted as sound track for 
the Club's slide collection. 

Harold talked on First Aid and led 
! the discussion on camping and 
cooking equipment. 

Results? Who knows? Maybe 
they will get an Outing Club 
organized and cxpolre some of the 
points of interest near Plainfield. 
Anyway It was fun. 

REMINDERS 

Arc you taking any pictures 
| for our photo contest? Now is thc 
I time to be clicking the shutter on 
summer scenes. 

A distinguishing addition to 
your hiking outfit would be a 
Green Fountain Club sleeve emblem. 
This may be purchased at the 
Chamber or Commerce office in 
Rutland . 
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1950 INTERSECTIONAL 
Aug. 26-27 

The Klllington Section is 
again host to all other Sections 
of The Green Fountain Club for 
the Intersectional Get-to-gether . ! 

Fred Field is General Chairman 
and plans are underway for the 
big event on Saturday, Aug. 26th 
and Sunday Aug. 27th. 

The gathering place will be 
the big field in front of the 
Perkins' Camp in Fend on. At this 
camp- site some tents will be 
available. If you have one of 
your own, bring it along. Tho 
camp house will also be open to 
anyone who would like to use it. 

For use of either tents or house, 
reservations should be made with 
Fred Field, P.0. Box 628, Rutland, 
Vermont. There is also a big 
bam that could be used if nec- ; 
essary. Plenty of room for all ! 

From this gathering place , 
there arc many hikes that may be 
taken. A schedule of times and 
places to go will be posted on 
the front porch of the camp house. 
Some of the nearby points of in- 
terest are: 

Blue Ridge Ft. 3 hours Round trip 
Tucker L. & Deer Leap 4 hrs. R.T.. j 
Pico Peak 4 hours P.T. 

Klllington Peak 3 hours R.T. 

T7ood roads & Beaver dam 1 hour 
more or less. 

Last year the Saturday night 
Campfire was one of the highlights 
of the Interscctional. Square 
dancing on the grass and a soft- 

ball game was also enjoyed. These \ 

- 


features will be repeated. Your 
chairman promises you a good time 
so be sure to come to the 1950 
Intersectional . 

Klllington Section will 
furnish coffee, camping space, 
guides and firewood. There will 
be someone on hand to give out 
information on all hikes. Saturday 
night there will be the Campfire 
gathering where we canswap Section 
ne v s and sing s one s . 

Sunday at 2 P.F. will be 
coffee time. 

How to get there: 

You can drive your car to the 
camp-site. No packing your 
duffle on your back. 

Going East on US Route 4 the 
camp road is the first left turn 
after the Sunnycroft Tourist House, 
or directly across from the 
Klllington Historical marker on 
Route 4. About one-half mile 
up the camp road and you will be 
at your destination the 

INTERSECT ION AL. 

Committee workers for this 
event are : 

Fred Field, General Chairman 
Craigue Perkins, Welcome 
Harold Valiquette, Tenting 
Churchill Scott, Hikes 
Jim Green, Campfire 
Mary Jennings, Coffee 
Janet Perkins, Information 
Peter Perkins, V7ood 

Plan now to bring your crowd 
to this big outing. Ask someone 
who attended last year if he had 
a good time. 


COMING EVENTS 


SPRING LA I' 


Sunday, July 23rd, we go to 
Manchester to join the Bennington 
Section on a hike to Prospect 
Rock. Meet at the lie Id on School 
at I P.M. Bring Supper. 7/e plan 
to join the Bennington Section at 
their meeting place, the Manches- 
ter R.R. Station, at 2 P.M. If 
further details are wanted call 
Vera Perkins - 1910. 

August 5th and 6th is the 
over night trip to Groton Forest. 

The Burlington Section has an 
Outing scheduled there at this ' ' 
time so it is another chance for 
sections to get together. The 
Groton Forest area is located a 
little beyond Montpelier toward 
St. Johnsbury. On account of the I 
difficulty of arranging transpor- 
tation for a group, it will be j 
necessary for those wishing to go 
to make arrangements with someone 
who has a car. This would be a 
good tine to try and interest 
some of your non-member friends. 

What to take will depend on the 
weather at that time, but you * 
will have to be prepared to sleep 
on the ground if necessary. ( there 
are some tent platforms d shel- 
ters.) Provisions will have to 
be carried or purchased en route. 

There is swimming and hiking 
at Groton. This should be a good 
trip. Try and make it. 

Watch The Herald for later 
information or call Mary Perkins - 
907-H. 

Saturday, Aug. 12th , for 
those who are unable to make the 
longer trip (as well as for those 
who do) there is a shorter easier 
trip the following Saturday P.M. 
to the Bradder's Camp in Tinmouth. 
Swimming and boating on the Tin- 
mouth Channel are available and 
those who have been there before 
report a fine time. 

What tree a boy does when he 1 s 
spanked 

And from a quadruped is yanked? 


Sunday, July 9th was a fine 
day at Spring Lake and 27 people 
and 2 dogs were on hand to enjoy 
it. Some hiked in over the Trail 
from No. Clarendon, while others 
got there the easy 'way. 

Our "youngest set" were well 
represented by Jimmy and Johnny 
Catozzi, Tommy Field, and Linda 
Scott. 

Churchill brought the supply 
of pipe for anchoring the new 
shelter and he and Geo. Conlin got 
it up the hill ready for use. 

Most of the day was spent in 
swimming and boating. Spring 
Lake is a favorite spot and we are 
looking forward to having the 
shelter there completed. 

C-BT ACQUAINTED V/ITH 
THE GUIDE BOOK 

Hot; well do you know the 
C-.1I.C. Guide Book? It's a little 
book published by C-.M.C. and well 
worth knowing. 

The main part of the book 
contains a description of the 
Long Trail. This gives you not 
only distances between shelters, 
but also location of springs, items 
of interest along the trail, char- 
acteristics of the terrain, inter- 
esting side trails and average 
hiking times. 

In the front and back of the 
book you will find interesting in- 
formation on a number of related 
subjects as; personal equipment 
for hiking, simple 1st Aid, and 
a list of places where food, mail 
and lodging may be obtained, at 
points vhcro the Long Trail or 
approach trails cross the highway. 

The Guide Book is a necessity 
for anyone planning a trip on the 
Trail. Even if you never get any 
farther than an "arm-chair" trip 
you can have a lot of fun. 

In case you want to see for 
yourself, the Guide Book may be 
purchased from "Lu" Tye at the 
Chamber of Commerce Office for 
one dollar. 77 c guarantee you'll 
decide it's worth it. 


NEWS and NOTES 


Francis Rice was married in 
April, Francis and his rife are 
both in the IJavy and are station- 
ed at Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Previous to going to Texas, ^ ... 
Francis passed a 16 week course 
in Electronics with top scholast- 
honors. A letter from Capt, W.S. 
Cunning-ham to Francis' mother in- 
formed her of this and concluded 
in part — " he displayed except- 
ional ability ar.d leadership and 
was a pleasure to have on board." 

Bill Allard is working this 
summer for a construction company 
in Iianchester, N.H. He acts as 
rod clan for the surveyors, 

Jean Sabourin is working 
this summer at liontgomery Wards, 

She plans to enter the State 
Teacher's College at Castleton 
in the fall, 

Tony Fusco who was injured 
a short time ago in an automobile 
accident, is well on the road to 
recovery. 

Lucy Bishop and two other 
teachers are starting on an auto- 
mobile trip to California next 
week. They plan to go to Florida 
and across the southern route, 
and are hoping to take a side J 
trip into Liexico. They expect to 
be gone about six weeks. They 
are taking camping equipment and 
will patronize state and national 
parks . 

Charles Sabourin is working 
for the CVSP this summer and at 
present is clearing brush along 
their lines. 

Helen Bailey is spending 
the summer at her home in Charles- 
town, New Hampshire. 

Llarilyn Tror leaves in Aug- 
ust to start Nurse's Training at 
the Brooklyn, N.Y. Jewish Hospi- 
tal. 

IJarre Perkins is in 3oston 
for six weeks studying Drama at 
the Emerson College Summer 
Theatre. 

3ob Rogers is working with 
the Blister Rust Control crew 
znd reports that he is getting 
all the hiking he needs. 


JH L ite is wording WiUi a 
trail clearing party of the U.S. 
Forest Service. At present he 
is working on the Long Trail 
and approach trails in the north 
part of the state, near lit. Ellen, 
This explains why we haven't seen 
Jim on the Killingtcn hikes this 
summer. ’7e are glad to know he 
is on The Trail just the same. 

L or r aine Gorsky has started 
a year of graduate study in 
Library Science at Columbia Univ. 

Bob Per kins has been awarded 
a Fellowship for advanced study 
in Physics at the Univ. of Cin- 
cinnati. He is to begin work 
Aug. 7th, so he, Thelma, and 
David will be leaving us soon. 

LAKE PLEIAD 

The Lake Pleiad hike, on 
Saturday P.L., Jur.o 24th, proved 
to be as popular as always. 

Although it was hot in town 
it proved to be pleasantly cool 
on the rocks by the lake. As 
food had to be packed in only a 
short distance, many people took 
advantage of the opportunity to 
eat well and there were some 
pretty' scrumptious 'feasts laid 
cut around supper time. 

The usual swimming and boat- 
ing were enjoyed. The old raft 
which used to provide so much en- 
tertainment seems to be no more. 
However, the Perkins' rubber boat 
furnished plenty of fun, 

Quito a number of the party 
hiked to the top of the hill on 
the other side of the lake, and 
wig-wagged greetings to us lazy 
ones back on the rocks. 

Of course the trip to Lake 
Pleiad wouldn't be complete to 
some without a side trip to 
Texas Falls , so one carload made 
a stop-over and took a swim there 
before going home. 

It was twilight when we 
started the drive down the moun- 
tain. The occupants of the first 
car down saw deer at three differ- 
ent times. The drive home in the 
moonlight was a perfect ending 
for a pleasant outing. 


TRAIL CLEARING- PARTIES 

Some of our younger members 
and friends have put in two days 
reeently clearing trail. Those 
taking part were Bob Whitcomb, 

Pete Spaulding , Brad Sanborn, Dave 
Quinn, Pierce Smith, Pete Perkins, 
Robert Perkins and Craigue Perkins. 

The first trip was from the 
Long Trail Lodge to the foot of 
Killington. Between Pico and 
Killington there were about twen- 
ty-five blowdowns. This piece of 
tFail was in the worst condition 
it has been for years. The boys 
removed about two- thirds of the 
blowdowns and cut out some of the 
little evergreens that are crowd- 
ing the trail. Two more days 
work would put this part of the 
trail in good condition. Pico 
Shelter was found to be usablo 
but poor. 

On the second expedition the 
boys worked thoroughly the trail 
from the bridge south of the 
Clement Shelter to the "Upper 
Road" in Shrewsbury. Then they 
went over lightly the trail from 
there to the Clarendon Shelter. 

There remains considerable brush- 
ing out to be done but no blowdowns 

Two parties of hikers were 
met on the Trail. 

CAYUGA STVTE P IRK 

Out in central New York state 
there is a fine State Park where 
the auto camper can pitch his tent 
and enjoy a swim in beautiful Lake j 
Cayuga. The park is situated just 
off Route 20 between Auburn and 
Seneca Falls about 275 miles from 
Rutland , Vermont . 

In addition to the camping 
area there are a few cabins for 
rent, a large service building 
with lockers for bathers and a 
grassy lawn at the waters edge 
for sun bathing. A sloping beach 
for wading extends out into the 
Lake . There is a float and three 
diving boards. A life guard is 
on duty. Camping charge is 3.75 
Swimming is 3.10. . What more do 
you want? 


C030URG MUNICIPAL PARK 

Cobourg, Ontario is about 70 
miles east of Toronto on the north- 
ern shore of Lake Ontario. 

Two blocks from the main 
business street of the town is the 
large Victoria Park directly on the 
shore of the Lake. For a town of 
about 10,000 population the park 
is very well equipped. There are 
bathing facilities, a camping area, 
cabins and tents for rent, a large 
cook house with a range for the use 
of campers, lunch stand and swings 
i for children. There arc also two 
soft ball diamonds, tennis courts, 
concert shell and greens for 
bowling. (If that isn't the correct 
term don't write in about it.)' 

There is a daily ferry service to 
Rochester, N. Y. across the Lake. 

The charge for camping is 
^1.00 a day or $5*00 a week per 
party. 

In early summer the Lake is 
too cold for swimming but along in 
August this would be a nice place 
to spend a week. 


G.M.C. SLIDE COLLECTION 

Have you any kodachrorac slides 
that you would loan to the chair- 
man of the G.M.C. Slide Collection 
so that duplicates can be made ? 

It would be nice to have a 
few Killington area slides in the 
collection. If you have any call 
Craigue Perkins, 907 M. 


NOTICE '. NEW SCHEDULES 

The new schedule of Outings is 
Inclosed in this issue. There are 
some new and interesting places 
listed and also some old favorites 
that always please. 

The large attendance at recent 
hikes should act as a vote of appre- 
ciation to our chairmen who arc giving 
us a splendid program this year. 
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INTERSECTIONAL - Aupust 26--27 
at Perkins 1 Camp - Mend on 

Cone on everyone, let's ret 
acquainted with n enters Iron 
other sections and show then that 
Millington Section is going 
strong. V/e can make this the test : 
Intersectional yet if you ’./ill 
all cone out and enjoy it with us. j 
The August issue of The Long ■ 
Trail News gives details of 'the 
plans. If there is any further 
information you would like, call 
the Intersectional Chairman, 

Fred Field. He will he glad to 
hear from you. 

O r^-r-A t *YVr*Tn * t^T 
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Sunday, Sept. 10th is the 
date for the trip to Okeno Mt. in i 
Ludlow. The road goes to within 
a mile of the top and there is a 
limited parking space. 

Okeno is the highest peak 
in that section and the fire tower 1 
provides an excellent view in all 
directions. The fire warden (of 
two years ago) provides both in- 
formation and entertainment. 

Those who feel they do not 
get sufficient exercise on our 
trips can hike from the main high- • 
way, a distance, of 3 or 4 miles 
of gradual climbing. The foliage | 
usually starts to turn early in 
this section, and at its peak is 
one of the most colorful displays I 
anywhere. The return trip could 
be made via the Tyson Lakes. 


MARJORIE ALLAR D has been in 
Burlington this summer attending 
the UVI1 summer session. 

EDITH E'.VALD has had a busy 
and interesting summer. She 
spent a week at the Maine Folk 
Dance comb, ~c.'\:eAz at' Chatauqua , 
and several weeks in Chicago. 

She plans to attend a Workshop on 
Higher Education at Antioch 
College the last two weeks in 
August. 

DANNY JENNINGS is with us 
again for a few weeks before he 
returns to St. Michaels in the 
fall. It is nice to see him on 
the hikes again. 


How about that box you are 
filling for our annual rummage sale? 

In about two months we shall 
bo needing a supply of clothes, 
odds and ends ar.d anything that 
might bring in a few pennies or 
dollars to boost the finances of 
the Millington Section. 

If you would like to work on 
this committee, please don't wait 
to be asked. Volunteer now! Send 
your name in to Churchill Scott, 
president of the club. 

The people who have worked on 
this committee in the past have 
had a let of fun doing so. Some 
of the jobs are sorting, marking, 
and selling. There is usually 
some collecting of goods also. 


i. 

WEEK-END AT GROTON 
by DANNY JENNINC-S 

After a year of absence 
from hiking with the Killington 
Section of the Green Mountain 
Club, it was with no little an- 
ticipation that I looked forward 
to becoming again an active mem- 
ber by taking in the overnight 
trip to Groton State Forest. At 
first it seemed as though it 
would be a small group but by 
the time the final counting of 
noses had taken place twenty-four 
persons had braved the unknown — 
seventeen to stay overnight at 
the Stillwater Area at Lake 
Groton, and seven driving up on 
Sunday to join the group for 
dinner. Those leaving Rutland 
on Saturday arrived early in the 
evening at the 15,300 acre park 
located in the towns of Groton, 
Marshfield, and Peacham. Ne drove 
to the tent camping site and 
proceeded to pitch our tents un- 
der the direction of certain 
members of the party, experienced 
in camping wisdom in spite of the 
protests of a certain member of 
the group who insisted that food 
was of prime importance. (Mow, 
Mother, why should anyone think 
that T am referring to you?) 

Later in the evening when the 
tents were pitched and supper had 
been eaten, a flash lightning 
storm proved which school of 
thought was correct. It was pretty 
nice to be able to run into the 
tents as the rain came thundering 
d own . 

The night, strange to say, 
was uneventful but then for sev- 
eral of us it was so short that 
it could hardly be otherwise. No 
were up by 5:15 thanks to the 
thouvhtf ulne ss (or should I say 
thoughtlessness) of some fanatic, 
who brought along a Baby 3cn. 

Anyway we got safely to church in 
Montpelier after driving through 
fog and stopping at least twice 
for cows to cross the highway (wc 
nearly had extra steak for dinner). 

And who started the ugly rumor 
about country people getting up 
early? Returning from church at 


the late hour of 7:30 wc tried in 
vain to awaken the residents of 
most of the villages between 
Montpelier and the park in order 
to got some gas. After waiting at 
one village where there was absol- 
utely no sign of life wc finally 
found a place where the ambitious 
proprietor opened his t stablish- 
men't at 8 and wc made the desired 
purchase . 

After breakfast we toured the 
park, visiting Kettle Pond where 
the log lcantos arc located. Here 
wc met up with the Burlington 
Section who also had a hike sched- 
uled to coincide, with ours. After 
a short visit with them wc went 
sightseeing to dicker Pond. Return- 
ing to Groton Lake , some of the 
younger set set --.bout to establish 
a swimming record. Mike Jennings, 

Pete Perkins, Brad Sanborn, Joe 
Vallcquctte and Tommy Chlarmonte 
swam the four- tenths mile across 
and then back. They were accompa,- 
nied by two more or less expert 
swimmers in a rubber boat who for 
sundry reasons wish to remain 
anonymous. It seemed that the crew 
of the boat were in need of more 
assistance than the swimmers 
possibly could have needed. How- 
ever, both groups reached shore 
without any more serious mishap 
than Jittery nerves on the part of 
those watching from shore. 

In the afternoon wc visited 
Owl's Head from which an excellent 
view is available of the lake, ponds, 
and the forest in the foreground, 
and in the distance the 'Taitc Tr ts. 
to the cast and Green M.ts . to the 
west. Then after more boating on 
Groton Lake the party left for home, 
driving down the Connecticut Valley 
to Rhite River Junction and home to 
Rutland through Mood stock. At 
Bradford we stopped at the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help and 
Monastery of the Rcdemptorist Frs. 
to see the beautiful church they have 
built there for the use of people 
living in the surrounding territory. 
Three of the boys enjoyed the priv- 
ilege of being shown the monastery 
refectory, kitchen, and private 
chapel by one of the Fathers sta- 
tioned there. It was a grand week-end. 
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on TIE TRAIL 
by 

Caroline HcCloskoy 

i 

Our hike started officially 
on June 15th, but it had its j 

origin at Castleton Teacher's 
College long before we actually 
hit the trail. 7/e drove fron 
East Arlington up past Manchester i 
to the relocation of the trail 
between Route 20 and Prospect 
Rock. Fron our calculations, we 
were fairly near Prospect Rock 
when we entered the woods, but 
later observations and second 
guessing proved we must have been j 
nearer Bromley Lodge, It seemed ■ *. 
that we walked and -walked and 
walked l 

Afternoon had come "before* 
we reached Prospect Rock. Vie 
had had a wildcat scare. (Whether j 
or not what we saw and heard was 
the animal himself is still under 
debate. Clara and I are convin- 
ced that we had our hatchet and 
knife out for a worthwhile pur- 
pose, Hiss Ewald is not so sure.) ; 
Anyway we were all glad to reach 
the old "Rootvillo" road. 

Shedding our packs for a few j 
minutes wc followed the side trail | 
out to Prospect Rock. There was 
one of the sights which make a 
hike truly worthwhile. A clear 
and beautiful look at the farm- 
lands in the valley, the range of 
mountains in the distance, seem- 
ingly endless, and the knife-cut 
of the glen between the mountains, 
from our steep lookout, refreshed j 
us so that the remainder of our 
journey to Swezoy seemed nothing. 

Though described in the 
Guide-book as being in poor con- 
dition, Swezoy Camp looked good 
to us. There was clear, cool 
water in the stream below us, and 
a fireplace in front of us. This, 
and a bed, was all wc desired. 

In the morning we started 
off for Stratton Pond and 7/illis 
Ross Camp. The trail appeared to 
be easy and we were feeling ener- 
getic, sc our motto was 'Bourn Fend 


by noon or bust : . Via did not 
bust. It was sometime before 
noon when we reached there. It 
was fully as beautiful as we had 
believed, and we lunched at the 
fisherman's shelter, looking out 
upon the pond. 

It was while we were eating 
that we heard voices, and rushed 
down to greet the first people we 
had met on the trail. They were 
two boys, one from Bennington and 
one from Washington, D.C. They 
were looking for the nearest 
place to get provisions, so wc 
directed them to Manchester 
Depot. Hope they made it. 

After crossing several small 
streams, some over logs which 
threatened to give way under us, 
(none did), wo came to Stratton 
Fond* All along the way to 
7/illis Ross, around Stratton, 
there were fragrant bushes of 
mountain laurel, between which 
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closed camp. Koto: to whoever 
loft the wax beans in the camp; 
they wore delicious. 

".Villis Ross was an excellent 
camp, in good condition. The 
bunks wore filled with fir boughs 
and the camp was filled with wood. 

Vic were greatly entertained 
by the notations in the Camp re- 
gister, especially the system of 
measurements loft by four boys 
from the Bay State :- 
Hass. Miles: i r i + i +• i -Ini. 
Long Trail " : -£ * | + i 4 i 4 i 
(for good measure) - 1 mile. 

Toward morning we were awak- 
ened by a deafening thunderstorm, 
but since we had to bo off the 
trail by Saturday ni'ht we decid- 
ed to got going. Vic waded through 
water up tc our ankles and felt 
it pelting down on our heads, 

"Rain before seven, clear before 
eleven," wc kept repeating, but 
it was a long time before eleven. 
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Perhaps sidereal time was meant. 

After reaching the O-rout Job i 
re headed for East Arlington. A 
pick-up truck gave us a lift, 
after a for hours of hiking on 
the road , so re re re able to 
reach our destination in time to 
return to our homes vhc n re rcr c 
suoposed to. 

Far from feeling tired and 
discouraged, in spite of all the 
rain, vc spent the rest of the 
time together planning another 
hike — on The Long Trail of 
course . 

JAVA 

by 

Maude Canty 

It v;as Sunday afternoon, 

July 23rd and twelve staunch and 
sturdy -re e n "'ountain Clubers, 
assorted ages and sizes, met at 
,f cldon School for the trip to 
Prospect p ock near ^anchc ster. 

Vc re re to meet the Benning- 
ton Section of the Club at the 
Manchester Depot, and after a 
series of M e rry- a 0 - rounds we 
finally found the Depot, (it was 
there all the time and vc didn’t 
know it ! ) 

1ft er waiting for a time for 
Mr. ^-oddard, who didn't come, 
we drove a mile east toward the 
old ^uck Lumber Job and left our 
cars there at the foot of the old 
road. From here we hiked up the 
old wood road, up and up and over 
stones and rocks through a pretty 
wooded section. 

The sun was hot, the air 
was sultry but the hikers were 
fresh, some of them. Hadn't met 
up with ”ary T enninvs for such 
a long time - we had to talk 
fast. Java was much in the con- 
versation though no one seemed 
to know much about it. 

Our Bennington friends 
pointed out the beauty spots 
along the way - to the ri~ht a 
series of great stone steps cov- 
ered with moss, and rater trick- 
ling over them for a long way 
d own the rav inc . 

/if ter hiking two or more 


miles vc reached our destination 
to find one of the finest views 
on the Trail. Standing on the 
p ock and looking down on Don- r's 
C-lcn - then off toward Manchester 
for a stretch of miles made one 
forget that Java ever existed. 

Some of the more ambitious 
ones vent on to Swezcy Shelter 
a mile further up the road and 
found it in fair condition - 
horses too, enjoy the hospitality 
of the Club's shelters. 

One lone hiker from the 
Killington Section appeared late 
and decided to follow the others 
into Svezey. In some v ay, he was 
misdirected and hiked himself 
over toward the Peru section of 
the Trail. 

Vc ate our supper on the 
Eock, drinking in the beauty of 
the scene, we had water too, and 
talked of Old Equinox on the other 
side of the valley. 

Our late hiker had not return- 
ed and after the usual period of 
worry our President and an able 
assistant decided to rescue him. 

They did, coning in just after 
sundown as we were packing up and 
the evening thrush vas singing 
his good-night song. 

Be started back down the road, 
tired but happy and thankful for 
another good day in the open. 

After goodbyes to the Benning- 
ton members and promises to meet 
again at the Inter sectional, we 
headed north toward our own little 
niche in the Breen Mountains. 

HIKE TO BRADD _ 'R ' S CAMP 

The hike to Bradder's camp in 
T inmouth on Aug. 12th was enjoyed 
by 20 people. Two of the group 
walked the 12 miles in from Rutland. 
The events of the afternoon includ- 
ed boating and fishing up the chan- 
nel, short hikes around camp and 
camp cooking. The view from the 
camp porch and door yard was so 
beautiful that many of us sat and. 
absorbed the splendor of it. 

As the day ended we chalked 
up this hike as onothcr day of 
pleasant memories. 



COMING EVENTS 

DATE - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th 
PLACE- MT. HORRID 

Sunday, Sept., 24th, we will 
drive to the su\mit of the Bran- 
don-Rochester highway where "The 
Long Trail ascends steeply north- 
ward to the great cliff of Mt. 
Horrid. Fine views. The trail 
continues along the skyline over 
the peaks of Mt. Horrid, Cape 
Lookoff, and White Rocks." At '.the 
latter point there are "three 
fine lookouts." These attract- 
ions are about a mile apart. 

Those wishing even more exercisi 
can continue by mile stages to 
Romance Mt. and Romance Gap. 

Coffee will be served at 
the picnic spot near the high- 
way before the ascent to Mt. Hor- 
rid. Anyone planning tc hike 
beyond White Rocks should make 
sure of transportation home. (Quo- 
tations are from the Guide Book) 

DATE - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8th 
PLACE- Mt. EQUINOX 

October 5th we join the 
?/indham Section at Equinox. This 
v is the third hike we have had 

there in recent years but it has 
• been repeated because several 
people have expressed a desire 
for it. Since so many brave 
souls came out when warned that 
Stratton was a hard trip, prehaps 
it may help draw a crowd to state 
that Equinox is no cinch either! 
The view however is well worth 
the effort. Those who prefer to 


! ride up nay join us at the top 
provided they can arrange their 
own transportation. Remember 
there is a toll charge for the use 
of the read. If anyone does plan 
to drive up, we would like to beg 
a ride for the coffee peti 

BEST WISHES 

Killington Section extends 
its Best Wishes to Gretta Rowe 
and Richard Catozzi whose wedding 
announcement was received by the 
■ Section recently. 

Gretta and Dick were married 
I in Barnet, Gretta’ s home town, 
on Saturday, September 2nd. Their 
headquarters for the present -will 
be in Winchester, Mass., where 
j Grc-tta has a position as High 
; School Dean. Dick hopes to be 
able to effect a transfer soon 
i from his present location to a 
: point nearer Winchester. 

Killington Section has an 
extra interest in Gretta and Dick 
as they first met on a GUC hikel 
Both are enthusiastic hikers and 
GMC members and we hope they will 
be able to get back to Vermont 
often tc join us on GMC Outings. 


RIDDLE 

What tree is never washed like 
clothes 

But always in to soak it gees? 
s,jaasun 

aqq ‘pueoq qou ej,noX ji 
je^oC X-ujooe qons qe qsnqq 
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1950 INTERSECT I0KAL 
by 

Frances Green 
(Worcester Section) 

One advantage in writing up 
someone else's party is that you 
can praise it as extravagantly 
as it deserves, rather than be 
politely modest and say "Twarn' t 
much" when you know it was tops. 
And so your guest reporter can 
say with great enthusiasm that 
the Intersectional Outing of 
August 26-27 was"the best yet" 

(as my family always described 
ny Aunt’s incomparable quahaug 
pies.) For the second year, the 
Outing was held at the Craigue 
Perkins’ farm in Mendon -- an 
ideal location with fine camp- 
ing and hiking facilities. 

The Perkins’ dooryard and 
hayfield housed a motley array 
of about 20 tents of all sizes, 
plus one jungle hammock. Others, 
including the Buchanans, slept 
in their cars, and careful detec- 
tion among this group on Sunday 
morning wrung a confession from 
Mrs. B. that she slept on the 
front seat and was responsible 
for our inadvertent 500 "bugle 
call". Walter Bingham's car 
with its built-in bed, plus a 
"kitchenette" in the trunk, was 
viewed with great interest by 
the many volunteer inspectors 
who supervised the erection of 
the tent city. 

Setting up camp, square- 
dancing on the lawn, berry pick- 
ing, a short moonlight road walk, 
singing and section reports 
around a campfire, and general 
visiting, occupied us on Satur- 
day until late in the evening. 

On Sunday morning the group div- 
ided and one party of about 25, 
under the direction of Churchill 
Scott and Jan Perkins went up 
Killington via the Bucklin Trail, 
while another group of about 10, 
led by Craigue Perkins, climbed 
Blue Ridge Mt. Although the 
haze prevented distant views, 
the climbs were enjoyed and there 
were many near views along the 


way, plus such flora and fauna 
as thistles, jewel weed, a flash- 
ing humming bird, a star-nosed- *0 
mole, and a rattlesnake plantain. 
Near the end of the hikes, brooks 
became too tempting and several 
of the party went wading or swim- 
ming. Camp broke up Sunday P.M., 
and we reluctantly bade our host 
section goodbye and returned home. 

This year's attendance of 
104 set some sort of record for 
such events. Tommy Field, aged 
1 year, appeared to be the young- 
est one present for the weekend. 

We won't try to choose the eldest, 
but will just say that the group 
included all ages. Several of 
those present were en route home 
from the Applachian Mt. Club's 
August Camp, held this year at 
Warren, Vt , (Jim Liars ton reported 
for this group that they thought 
their first Vt. encampment was an 
unqualified success, and want to 
come back soon.) Represented were 
seven GMC sections and a sprink- 
ling of members-at-large c New 
York, Worcester, Bennington, Bur- 
lington, Sterling, Windham Co. 
(Brattleboro) , and Killington, 
all reported on their respective 
activities at the campfire on 
Saturday evening, with a special 
report from Prof esscr-Prosident- 
Trustee Buchanan on this summer's 
trail construction. (C-erham Lodge 
on Camel's Hump, and the replace- 
ment of Sterling Pond Samp be- 
cause of fire loss, have occupied 
the Trail Patrol most of the 
summer) . 

While so many helped to 
make the Outing a success that it 
would be impossible to single 
them all cut, some mention should 
be made of special services ren- 
dered. The Perkins family deserve 
our special thanks together w ith 
the others from the Killington 
Section who aided and abetted them 
in furnishing a brand of hospital- 
ity of which any club could be 
proud. Fred Field, general chair- 
man-, made all the plans and issued 
notices far enough ahead so that 
the various sections could plan 
to attend in good numbers. 
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Thelma Vallqucttc and Nary Jennings, 
those two tire Iocs square dancers, . 
also brewed enough coffee to fill 
a rcsovoir - and it disappeared so i 
fast that it must have been good. 
Harold Vallqucttc, Jin Green, Don { 
Murphy, Bill Mitchell, Eric Carlson 
were among the tent holsters. 
Virginia Wilson supplemented the 
square dance records with audible 
and rhynic calls. They and 
others helped us to have such a 
good time that already we're 
looking forward to the 1951 
Intersect lonal. 

DOING A STRETCH 
BY 

Janet Perkins 

Early in July Dick Catozzi 
and I began looking for a nice 
little weekend piece of the trail 
for a group to traverse. We 
finally decided upon the stretch 
between Middlcbury Gap and 
Brandon Gap. Gretta Rorc. and 
Jack Martin were contacted and a 
date set for July 29-31. 

Although the weather was 
dubious and turned into a down- 
pour before we’d gone fifty feet 
toward Lake Pleiad we m=nagcd to 
swim in without any trouble. The 
Lodge was in wonderful shape, 
even to a supply of wood, so we 
could start a fire right away. 

It cleared in the evening and we 
went down to the Lake to watch 
the fish Jump. Back at camp. 

Jack dug out his harmonica and a 
song book and we sang ourselves 
to sleep. 

It would be nice to say that 
Sunday dawned bright and clear 
but it didn’t. However it didn't 
drip rain too much and we enjoyed 
a nice hike to Sucker Brook. 

The Shelter looked wonderful 
from the back but closer inspec- 
tion showed altogether too much 
evidence of Porcupines; in fact 
one was under the table finishing 
off a canteen cover. After taking 
one look at the corrugated, iron 
bunks literally sprinkled with 
quills we decided that the ground 


would be more comfortable. 

After a not too restful night 
we awoke with rain in- our faces, 
ate, and moved on toward Romance 
Gap. We'd like to return on a 
clear day and. see if the fine 
lookouts reported in the Guide 
Book arc really there . It was 
too hazy to tell although it 
seemed as if we should be able to 
see a long way from the backbone 
of ’.Thitc Rocks Ft., Cape Lookoff 
Ft. and Ft. Horrid. Me could 
suggest that these lookouts be 
marked and cut out a little. The 
view from the Ft. Horrid Cliffs 
was good even in the rain so we 
recommend it to all on Sept. 24th. 

We all had a good time in 
spite of the weather and porkics 
and found the trail in excellent 
condition. If you have a weekend 
and are looking for a trip we 
recommend this one the way we took 
it from north to south. 

It was here at "Porkic Heaven" 
that we reached the height of our 
culinary art. 17c had delicious 
raised rolls for supper. The 
shoppers, who got the wrong bls- 
quick ndx, take their hats off to 
Gretta, who tried it anyway and 
turned out the best bread we've 
ever had on the trail. 

17c dubbed the place "Porkic 
Heaven" because we were forced to 
kill three and dispose of seven 
that others had killed. Me do 
wish people would remove the 
corpses J 

R(P ,r MAGE SALE 

The committee to work on the 
Rummage Sale has been appointed by 
President, Churchill Scott. The 
members arc Vera and Mary Perkins 
co-chairmen, Mary Jennings, 

Thelma Vallqucttc, Churchill Scott 
and Craiguc Perkins. 

The date for the sale will be 
announced in the October issue of 
SMOKE 4 BL1ZES. In the meantime, 
be filling up the boxes you are 
going to contribute to the sale. 

The committee has hopes of 
making ?100. or over with your help. 
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FT. INCOGNITO 

Somebody at the Intersect lon- 
al Outing said "Why doesn't The 
Green Fountain Club put up signs 
along the roads telling people 
the names of near-by mountains?" 

,,T hat do you think of that? 

Well, first, let's sec what 
is bad about it. There arc far 
too many signs along the roa.ds 
now. Could the GFC find the time, 
energy and money to carry out such 
a project ? One hundred signs 
would make a fair showing for a 
start. Figure out the cost. 

Now hew about the good side 
of the scheme. Our mountains are 
one of the chief attractions for 
the tourist. He would be more 
appreciative if he knew what he 
was looking a.t. And besides it 
would prove to him that at least 
some Vermonters know the names of 
their mountains. (Half the people 
in Jutland still call Fend on Pca.k 
"Shrewsbury"). The more people 
think about the mountains the 
more they arc apt to support The. 
Green Fountain Club. 

So think it over. 


PAGING CAGING ! 

Churchill Scott reports 
eight broken windows at Cooper 
Lodge on Killington. How did it 
happen ? Probably somebody 
slipped while swinging from the 
rafters by his tail. 

Cooper Lodge is officially 
the property of the State of Vt. 

So many windows couldn't have 
been broken accidently. Perhaps 
the Club could collect the *50. 
reward if wc could find the guilty 
party. Let us know the names 
of people who visited the camp 
in July or August and wc shall 
sec what wc can do. 

' Wc were much too lenient with 
the gang that broke out two 
window sa,sh at Tucker Lodge last 
Christmas time. Let's tighten up 
a little. If we don't care, 
who will ? 


NEWS OF JUNIOR MEMBERS 

The following members have 
returned to their studies: 

Farjorle Allard , UVM. Burlington . 
Bill Allard , UVM , Burlington. 

Danny Jennings, St. Fichaels, 

Winooski . 

Far. lory Perkins , Emerson College, 

Boston . 

Charles Sabourln, College of 

Pharmacy, Boston. 
Jane Sabourln , Vt. State Teacher's 
College, Castle'oon . 
James White , Harvard , T J: live r s i t.y , 
Cambridge , Pass. 

Warren Bergstrom , UVM , Bur 1 1 . r;g t on . 
Barbara F l ande rs. State Teacher's 
Cor.cgc , Castlctcn. 

Michael Jenni n gs is in the ser- 
vice of the U»3. Navy and i? now 
stationed at Newport, R. 7. 


TRIP TO CKFFO 

Undaunted by unpromising 
looking weather, 1 3 GIG members 
and guests made the trip to Okctno 
Ft. in Ludlow on Sunday, September 
10th. This was a. smaller than us- 
ual attendance, but returns to 
school and after -the -Fair fatigue 
seemed to account for the absence 
of many of our 'regulars". 

Wc drove to the end of the 
automobile road and found the 3/4 
mile hike to the top of the Ft. a 
not too strenuous climb. The view 
from the fire tower was, of course, 
not up to standard, but was report- 
ed as better than night have been 
expected . 

The fire warden is also a 
craftsman and it is worth a trip 
up the Ft. to see and hca.r about 
the things he makes. 

Wc enjoyed a leisurely dinner 
at the picnic area and had a good 
visit about GMC activities, past 
and to come . 

It was one of those days when 
the weather looks much worse from 
indoors than it really is outside 
and all agrcc-d it had been a 'good 
day". 
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HIKERS’ RESPONSIBILITY 

During the first twenty 
years of the Green fountain 
Club’s existence the builders of 
the Trail spent much tine and 
effort getting permission from 
property owners to run the Trail 
across their land. 

Having been granted this 
privilege v;c are under consider- 
able obligation to be sure that 
we don’t abuse it, both on cur 
own account and for the sake of 
all future hikers on the Trail. 

We recently watched a nan 
remove the carcasses of two 
skunks from his water supply, 
into which they had been deliber- 
ately thrown by some pretzel 
brain. It so happens that the 
Long Trail crosses his land and 
he has been very cooperative 
with the G.M.C. How do you 
think this man felt about open- 
ing his land to public use? How 
would you feel? 

In this particular case the 
offence w as not the work of hik- 
ers and it is doubtful if legiti- 
mate hikers ever did such a mal- 
icious thing anywhere along the 
Trail. But v/e have known of care- 
less use of firearms, leaving un- 
attended fires, breaking down fen- 
ces, and scattering of garbage and 
papers. 

Let's be a little more 
thoughtful of the rights of peo- 
ple who have been good enough to 
let us use their property for 
our recreation. 


ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
OCT. 2Sth 

Our annual Rummage Sale, one 
of the few money making activities 
which we have during the year, 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 

28th, in the Neighborhood Rooms. 

In order to have a success- 
ful sale it is necessary that we 
have a good quantity of 'Rummage' 

-- so lot's all pick up everything 
we can spare from cur own houses 
and canvas our friends and neigh- 
bors for their cast-offs. 

«11 material for the Sale 
should be at the Neighborhood 
Rooms on FR IDAY as selling starts 
as soon as the doers open Saturday 
A. LI. If you have things to donate 
but are unable to get them to us, 
call Craigue Perkins - 907-M - 
before FRIDAY and we will arrange 
to collect then. 

Cur previous Sales have been 
very successful. Let's borrow the 
4-H motto and "liake The Best 
Better" this year! 

PERSONALS 

Mary Jennings has just return- 
ed fron a trip to Boston, Newport, 
R.I., where she visited Llichael, 
and New York. 

Barbara Llellow spent part of 
her October vacation on a trip 
through northeastern Vermont. 

Charlotte Rutkowski is having 
a weeks' vacation during which wo 
understand she plans to climb at 
least a couple of mountains. 
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coding s vents 

DATE- SUNDAY OCT. 22nd 
PLACE- HAYSTACE FOUNTAIN 

Sunday, October 22 we will 
climb Haystack Fountain in 
Pawlct. (Note the location as 
there is another mountain of 
the same name near Bennington. ) 

The nearest approach is through 
Middletown Springs to Pawlct 
and then north about a mile on 
the Poultncy Road to a settle- 
ment called Spanktown, making 
a right turn opposite Bailey's 
(no relation) garage. 

There is a short steep 
ascent and we have been Informed 
that it would be a good place 
to try out your rope and lee 
hatchet technique. The top is 
barren and should afford a fine 
view of the surrounding farmland. 
Thie trip, although highly rec- 
ommended on good authority, is 
somewhat of a mystery to the 
committee, who assume no respon- 
sibility for its success ! 

DATE-SATURDAY NOV. 4th 
PLACE- BEAVER DAM* V. CASTLETON 

Saturday afternoon, Nov. 4, 
we will make a short trip to the 
Beaver Dam in Vest Castlcton. 

This will be one for the children 
as we drive to the west end of 
the float bridge and walk about 
a mile through the woods. There 
is a complete be.avcrvillagc with 
a dan, lake, canals and other 
evidence of their activities. The 
beavers themselves do not welcome 
visitors and arc not likely to be 
on hand. 

TRAIL CLEARING 

Churchill Scott, Ray Catozzl 
and Cralguc Perkins did a "super- 
duper" job sn the Trail from 
Clarendon Gorge to Spring Lake. 
Twenty-two blowdovms were sawdd 
out and much needed brush cutting 
done. It is a pleasure to put 
even one small section of our 
trail in such good condition that 
blazes arc not necessary on every 
tree . 


THE TRIP TO EQUINOX 

The trip to Mt. Equinox on 
Sunday, October 8th, was enjoyed 
by 30 or more GMC members and 
friends. It was a joint outing 
with the Klllington and Windham 
Sections participating. Some of 
the group drove up the toll road 
while others hiked up the trail. 

We were pleasantly surprised 
to find piped drinking water and 
a picnic area with fireplaces and 
tables on top of the mountain. 

We were also delighted to see and 
get acquainted with the folks from 
the Windham Section. 

The Altitude of Equinox is 
3,818 feet. The hikers agreed that 
this mountain offers a good stoady 
climb for even the most rugged 
mountain climbers. 

The views from the summit arc 
expansive but the view from Lookout 
Rock, about a half mile from the 
summit is more impressive. It Is 
directly above the village of 
Manchester and the homes, farms, 
roads and ponds as well as the 
distant mountains can be clearly 
seen. 

The construction of Sky Line 
Inn on the top of this mountain is 
a long story of nan's ingenuity. 

The combination of nature's boauty 
and nan's skill make this a unique 
spot in Vermont. 


WORK PARTY 

On Oct. 1st, Cooper Lodge on 
Klllington was tucked in for the 
winter. Those working on this trip 
were Tony Fusco, Chubby Vlgnoc, 

Brad Sanborn, Pete Perkins, Bob 
Whitcomb, Dave Quinn and C. Perkins. 

New stovepipe was installed 
and eight lights of glass set. The 
camp was found clean and the roof 
looked OK although people have been 
climbing all over it. 

The party went up from the 
lumber camp on the west side and 
found the road from Brewer's Corner 
to the camp "passable but unsafe." 
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A FALL CAMPING TRIP 
By 

Thelma Valiquette 

On Sept. 26th once again 
the four of us were on our way 
for our annual camping trip at 
a State Forest Park -- that is 
Mary and Vera Ferkins , Mary 
Jennings and myself. We left 
Rutland about 9 00 headed for 
Tow ns he nd . After a very pleas- 
ant drive down through Weston 
and Londonderry we arrived at 
our destination about noon. The 
caretaker was somewhat suprised 
to see campers after the frosts 
we had had. 

We chose our campsite near 
a babbling brook which was con- 
venient as well as picturesque. 
About this time we decided it 
was time for lunch so we drove 
to Newfane. We cook all our own 
meals except the one when we are 
setting up camp and one on our 
way home. We were disappointed 
to find the Newfane Inn closed 
for the season. However the 
clerk was still there and she in- 
vited us in to see the rooms 
which were furnished in beauti- 
ful antiques. In the dining- 
room there is still the original 
fireplace and the beams are hand- 
hewn. The Inn is about 175 years 
old. V/e did find a little Inn 
where we had a good lunch. 

From here we went back to 
our camp site, collected v;ood and 
set up housekeeping. Wo had fam- 
ily style cooking with everything 
from soup to nuts. Canasta was 
in order each night as soon as 
the camp work was done until mid- 
night. During this time an occa- 
sional snort v^as heard nearby but 
upon looking for the cause we 
could find nothing. (Upon arriving 
home we v/e re told that it was 
either a porky or a deer.) We 
were plenty warm with a cozy fire 
blazing. After drinking hot choc- 
olate we jumped into our sleeping 
bags. About 4A.M. we were awak- 
ened by a husky voice yelling, 

"Get away from there." (Mary P. 
dreaming someone was stealing her 


money out of the car ) Aftqr we 
realized it was a nightmare we 
went back to sleep until 8:30 A. LI. 

The second day we explored 
the State Park in the A. II. and in 
the F.LI. Mary P. and Vera went 
boating on the West River. They 
had a very enchanting afternoon 
until getting hung up on the rocks 
where after much ado they had to 
get out into the ice cold water 
and carry the boat back to deeper 
water. From there on all was clear 
sailing. Mary J. and I climbed 
Bald lit. supposedly one mile and 
very steep. When evening came and 
we met at the camp we were all 
ready for a good dinner and to dis- 
cuss the highlights of the day. 

The next morning we arose 
later than ever - 9 A.M. After a 
leisurely breakfast, sad as it 
seemed, we had to break camp. We 
came home via Brattleboro and the 
Molly Stark Trail to Bennington - 
a very beautiful drive. We stop- 
ped at the Skyline Gift Shop and 
that ovening ate dinner in 
Arlington and drove home with 
plans for next year's trip in mind. 


THE MT. HORRID TRIP 
by 

Charlotte Rutkowski 

On Sunday, September 24th, 
eleven Green lit. Club hikers had 
their first taste of cold weather 
on the scheduled hike to Mt. 
Horrid. 

Most of the group went on 
up to White Rocks while others 
enjoyed a leisurely hike to Cape 
Lookoff. The view from the cliffs 
was excellent. 

It seemed to be our day to 
see seme wild-life for we came 
upon a beauty of a fox and sever- 
al partridges. Our dog, Susan, 
just missed getting her nose full 
of quills from a hedgehog that 
she was chasing. 

V/e got our first glimpse for 
the season, of snow and icicles 
and all agreed that the hot coffee 
never tasted as good as it did 
that day. 
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A SUMMER WITH 
THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
by 

Jim TfThite 


Not one day, nor a weekend, 
but twelve weeks of trail clear- 
ing was my Job this summer. As 
a member of a three man U. S. 
Forest Service trail crew, I 
helped clear the Long Trail in 
the National Forest as well as 
many side and approach trails. 

Although our primary pur- 
pose was fire prevention, not 
catering to the tourist trade, 
we made repairs to shelters 
whenever possible. Our usual 
practice was to stay in a Long 
Trail shelter a week at a time 
and work the side trails in 
that area and as much of the 
Long Tra.il as possible. This 
had "its drawbacks, however, as 
happened at Sunrise Shelter. 

Wo were cooking supper in that 
tiny shelter one evening when 
twelve boys from Harlem dropped 
in to spend the night. Camping 
was definitely a new experience 
for them. At least, so wc de- 
cided, after watching them dig 
holes in the ground with their 
axe and build a smokescreen of 
green wood for cooking. 

Except for this group wc 
met few people on the trail. 

The porcupines, though, made up 
for them. Altogether wc killed 
about fifty of them, turning in 
their cars of course. Their 
most popular shelter seemed to 
be Cooley Glen where wc killed 
seventeen in two days. One es- 
pecially friendly porcupine 
tried to get into bed with me. 
Luckily, he awoke me in the pro- 
cess. Another time, I met a 
deer between Carmel and Noyes 
Pond who was cither very friend- 
ly or Just curious. He came to 
within twelve feet of me, sniff- 
ing and gazing at the queer-look- 
ing creature he had discovered, 
without showing any signs of 
alarm. He flnalyy walked past 



me, continuing to munch leaves as 
he hiked the trail. Vc were su- 
prised one day to sec a deer, un- 
aware of our presence, take a 
swim in Abbey Pond. The only 
bear I saw this summer ran across 
the trail near Little Rocky Pond. 

I would say the most beauti- 
ful sights wc saw were sunrise 
from Glen Ellen, sunset over 
Champlain and Chittenden from the 
top of Carmel, North Pond, the 
valley view from the Lake Griffith 
trail, and the Champlain valley 
from the South Fountain tower. 

The incident which took the 
cake occurcd when wc met a gentle- 
man from Fountain Top Club in 
Chittenden. He inquired whether 
wc had heard of The Long Trail 
and, when wc had stated our Job, 
asked if wc. had driven the length 
of it in the Jeep. He claimed 
he'd "like to go back to it some 
day”. Near the end of the summer 
wc hit upon the perfect squelch. 
Some boys at Lake Griffith bragg- 
ed that they had been hiking the 
trail for two whole wefeke and then 
asked how long we'd been on it. 

”0h, since June 12th," wc answered. 


FOREST FESTIVAL 

This past week Forest Festival 
!7cck has been observed throughout 
the State. This gives a splendid 
opportunity for the citizens of 
Vermont to become familiar with 
the problems connected with one of 
our greatest resources- the Forests. 

It is becoming more and more 
evident that legislative action 
should be taken if we hope to keep 
our mountains GREENmountains . 

Along with the Festival 
Program a film "Green Mountain Land” 
was shown. This is an interesting 
film but lacks a showing of any 
mountain scenes or State Parks. 
Perhaps it is intended to promote 
Industries other than recreation. 

How about GMC supporting the 
Forest Festival Vcck next year by 
having an information booth telling 
the story of The Long Trail? 
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COMING EVENTS 

TIME - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26th ! 

place - McLaughlin falls 

The- last hike of 1950 will 
be held Sunday, November 26th 
at McLaughlin Falls. 

The Bradders plan to be at 
their camp near by and have in- 
vited us to stop in to warm 
hands and feet and have our cof- 
fee. Weather permitting it will 
be possible to drive right to 
the door, and there is ample op- 
portunity for hiking in all di- 
rections. Our really ambitious 
members can hike one or both 
ways in addition, if they wish. 

This trip is planned for the day 
after hunting season in the hope 
that the air will be clear of 
all stray bullets. After the 
holidays there are two hikes | 

scheduled for January, which 
will be snow-shoe trips if we 
are so fortunate as to have a 
real old-fashioned winter for a 
change. 

May we be the first to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!!!! 

The Outing Committee. 

i 

LET'S USE IT I 

I The funds in our treasury 
are now up around the $800 mark. 
This should enable us to do much 
of the work needed to put our 
section of the Trail and its shel- 
ters in A-l condition IF 

we can produce the necessary man- 
power. How about it? 


COVERED DIS'J SUPPER 

We can appreciate how rapid- 
ly a year goes by when we realize 
that it is once again time for 
our annual Covered Dish Supper. 
This will be held on Saturday, 
December 9th, at"Beechwood" . 

As usual the supper will be 
served at 6 ; 30 , but the latch- 
string will be out from 2 P.M.on, 
so come early and get in some 
hiking and visiting before the 
eating starts! After supper 
colored slides will be shown. 

In the interests of keeping 
the menu up to standard for this 
occasion, we need to know if you 
are coming so we can tell you 
what to bring for the supper. 
Coffee will be furnished by the 
Club. It's a help if you can 
remember to bring your own plate, 
(a good big one!), cup, fork and 
spoon. However we won't send you 
home hungery if you should happen 
to forget them. 

This is one of the Gutings 
arranged as a general get-togeth- 
er and it is a fine chance to 
catch up on Club activities. 

PLEASE CALL VERA PERKINS - 
TEL. 1 910 if you are planning to 
be with us at "Beechv/ood" . 

PHCTOC-RAPHY CONTEST 

Start now to hunt up those 
entries for the annual Photogra- 
phy Contest. They should be pic- 
tures taken either on GMC Outings 
or on the Trail during the past 
year. We will give you more 
details in the next issue. 


TRIP TO HAYSTACK KT . -PAWLET 
OCTOBER 22, 1950 

On October 22, in 19 fifty. 

We Jumper- out of bed, found sore 
duds quite nifty, 

And, despite the cold, re drove 
off gaily 

For Haystack Mountain, near the 
garage of Bailey. 

We harnessed our packs, all set 
for the climb, 

To plow through leaves, over 

rocks and through slime. 

Over fences re leaped, and under 
dead trees, 

'Til re strained our muscles and 
skinned our knees. 

At last the top came into sight, 

’There coffee ras boiling rith 
all its might. 

Poor Mary Perkins! She nor sighed 
an'* kept still. 

(She had thought all along re had 
climbed the rrong hill.) 

Susan ras there, and she barked 
rith delight. 

She kner from the past there rcrc 
tidbits in sight. 

Churdhlll had to retrieve his 
pack. 

(It somchor tipped over rhen he 
turned his back. ) 

We laughed so hard re hardly 
could cat 

For re couldn't stand up, the hill 
ras so steep. 

Misses Mellor and Bailey rerc 
doing alright 

With "Han a la Pineapple" and 

"Cream Puff Delight". 

The view ras superb, but *11 good 
things must end. 

And, as trilight approached, re 
had to deser nd . 

tffffdVovftt&rBy 'rith dbc&t regret; 

For re all r tia5 agreed •■ •It rar the 
best hike yet. 

Helen B. Field 

t pee lc like a nan today, 

Who apnitfi last night but did not 

pay ? 

He lacked the yeast to r^isc- the 

d ough , 

He didn’t pay, so he rillov;. 


BEAVER DAI! 

by 

Barbara Mcllovi 

On Saturday, Nov. 4th, eight 
of us hiked to the Beaver Dam in 
West Cast let on. The rcather ras 
bad, several shorers during the 
morning and they just couldn't 
seem to stop in the P.H. Horever re 
said that re would not break the 
Club's record by cancelling a hike 
on account of rain. 

We drove to Lake Bono seen 
crossed the float bridge and parked 
our cars in Mr. Johnson's yar- 3 . 

From there, re f oil or cd a trail 
through the roods to the dan. At 
one tine, this trail ras one of the 
Torn's ijain roads from Hubbardton 
to Glen Lake. 

It ras into resting to see the. 
many done the beavers have made. 

The bark of trees is rhat they use 
for food. They especially like 
poplar an' 3 beech, although re did 
notice they ha' 3 used hemlock an' 3 
birch. 

The beavers arc really clever 
In making canals to the rater in 
order to float the trees to their 
houses, so they can store them away 
for their r inter's supply of bark. 

To get a thrill re decided 
to cross the dan. It ras real 
exciting as re rent one by one 
sideways on a log which ras quite 
slippery. We all made it without 
a mis-step rith the exception of 
Susan, Allegra's dog, who had a 
couple of swims before she made 
the other side. 

John Daniels led the ray and 
pointed out many interesting doings 
of the beavers- 

’Then we returned to our cars, 
the committee served cider and dough' 
nuts. Allc.gra brought forth some 
very g^od home-made co-ikics. 

Not a beaver did re see i 
They were probably hiding on us. We 
did sc c. two of their houses made of 
piled up twigs, ’.rhat a grand bonfire 
they would make ! 

We all enjoyed the hike very 
much and agreed that re would like 
to go again. 


CLEMENT SHELTER WORK PARTY 
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ATTENTION ~ NEW CONTEST 


It seems to take cold weath- 
er to get out those work parties. 
We've had three lately and more 
are planned for some time soon. 

Last spring we tore out the 
upper bunk at the Clement Shelter 
planning to replace it at a high- 
er level to give more head room 
in the lower bunk. Boards were 
salvaged from the collapsed shed 
Id ft by the lumber men for this 
Job which has now been done. We 
think we have enough boards to 
replace the lower bunk also if 
and when we get to it. 

The shelter was found in 
very good condition including a 
pile of dry wood and a fire in 
the stove. Never found out how 
come, but there is a big new 
lumber Job underway above the 
camp about a mile. New white 
blazes have been painted along 
the road leading up to the camp 
and right by it. We hope they 
lead to Killlngton and not to 
some other lumber camp. Have to 
follow them up some time. 


PROGRESS AT SPRING LAKE 

Two very successful trips 
have been made to the new Spring 
Lake Camp. All the boarding has 
been completed on the side walls. 
Posts along the back wall have 
been put in, as well as a big 
center post to the ridgepole and 
a long tic rod from the front to 
the back of the camp. A31 rafters 
arc now in place. Paper for the- 
reof has been bought and nego- 
tiations for roof boards arc 
underway. It really looks as 
though we might get it closed in 
by Christmas. What do you say 
boys and girls? 


TRUSTEES' MEETING 

On Nov. 4th the trustees of 
the GMC held a special meeting. 
It was the best attended meeting 
in recent years. 


flHAT IS YOUR "HIKE CUE" ? 

The staff of SMOKE 4 BLAZES 
Is offering a prize to the 
Killlngton Section member who has 
the highest "Hike Cue" as demon- 
strated by answering a set of ten 
questions. 

The prize will be awarded at 
the Annual meeting in Jan. 1951 
when a set of questions will be 
passed out to members to be 
answered . 

The Guide Book will be the 
accepted authority for answers. 

All members of the section 
arc eligible except members of 
the staff of SMOKE 2c BLAZES and 
their families. 

So that all may have an 
equal chance here arc the questions 
that will be asked: 

1. Nhat is the length of the 
Long Trail In the Killlngton Sec- 
tion ? (to the nearest mile) 

2. How many camps and shelters 
arc there on the Killlngton Sec. 

of the Long Trail exclusive of the 
Long Trail Lodge and Spring Lake 
camp ? 

3* Can Pico Pond be seen 
from the Long Trail ? 

4. Docs the. Long Trail go 
over the top of Killlngton Peak ? 

5. In what town is the lowest 
point on the Long Trail in the 
Killlngton Section ? 

6. How many windows arc there 
in the Buffam Shelter ? 

7- How many different public 
roads are touched by the Long Trail 
in the Killlngton Section ? 

8. Docs the Long Trail 
intersect the Juggernaut Trail on 
Shrewsbury Peak ? 

9. Nhat Is the exact altitude 
of Mt. Killlngton ? 

10. Is Spring Lake East or 
Nest of the Long Trail ? 

If necessary, an elimination 
contest will follow at the meeting. 

Study your Guide Book and come 
prepared to be a winner. 
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RUMMAGE SALE NETS $123.12 

Each year the Rummage Sale 
proceeds have been gradually 
mounting and this year followed 
along in the established tradi- 
tion. 7/e are beginning to won- 
der where the top limit is! 

According to custom the day 
preceding the sale was spent in 
receiving goods, pricing and , 

arranging. Customers were on . 
hand when the doors opened at 
9 A.M. Saturday and business was j 
brisk throughout the morning. 

The afternoon and evening were 
slower, but the dimes and 
nickels kept piling up. 

It is interesting to watch 
the varying trends in "best sel- 
lers". This year, once again, 
dishes, vases and general nic- 
nacs for home decoration were 
popular. Underwear of all kinds, i 
children's clothing, boy's 
shirts, sweaters and blouses, all 
sold well. Remnants of material 
we re good sellers also. 

Besides being a financial 
success, the Rummage Sale has j 
proved to be interesting and fun. \ 
We are beginning to acquire reg- 
ular customers who come year af- 
ter year. One such is the lady 
who asked us to notify her by 
postcard when the sale was held 
next year. She had nearly miss- 
ed it this year, having seen the 
"ad" barely in time to catch the 
bus from Ludlow where she lives. 

7/e tried to contact all 
members before the sale and the 
response was very satisfying. 

The committee wishes to thank 
each of you, not only for sup- 
plying articles but also for 
sending them in such good condi- 
tion. They also wish to thank 
the following people who assist- 
ed at the sale; Allegra Chapman, 
Charlotte Rutkowski, Helen Field, 
Ruth Fostman, and Eleanor Walker. 

The cooperation of all made 
the sale the success that it was. 
Once again, thanks everybody! 


COME OK OUT, THE ’VINTER'S FINE. 

If you are planning to go 
into hibernation for the Winter - 
forget it. In many ways the 
Winter is the best time to get 
out and enjoy the fresh air and 
sunshine. It is never too hot; 
there are no flies or mosquitoes; 
you won't be soaked by a sudden 
shower. 

Of course there is the lit- 
tle matter of keeping warm. If 
there is rain or sleet - stay 
home. If there is a high wind 
and a low temperature - that is 
the ideal time to sit by the radi- 
ator and study maps. At all other 
times it isn't too cold to be out 
no matter what the thermometer 
says. Use judgement in choosing 
where you go. If it is windy keep 
to the chick woods and pick runny, 
protected spots to rest or eat 
your lunch. Maybe you can go to 
a GL1C camp, leave your pack, start 
a fire and then take short walks 
from there, knowing you have a 
warm place to come back to. 

For clothing you won't need 
so much as you think. Keep your 
feet warm with plenty of wool 
socks and loose shoes. Wear a 
pair of wool mittens covered by 
a pair that are windproof. Take 
extra pairs of wool socks and wool 
mittens just in case you got the 
others wet. Don't forget protec- 
tion for your ears. They get 
frosted very easily. If you can 
keep active and on the move a 
single wool shirt will keep you 
warm enough down to about zero, 
believe it or not. And you may 
have to take off the mittens. 

Keep out of the wind and don't get 
sweaty. When you stop put on a 
heavy jacket at once before you 
begin to feel chilled. 

Plan something hot for lunch 
and plenty of it. You will re- 
quire more energy in cold weather. 

Don't miss the fun there is 
to be had outdoors during the next 
few months. We'll be seeing you. 



EVENTS - PAST and TO COLIS 

Congratulations to our 
brave president, who made the 
trip to McLaughlin Falls on Nov- 
ember 28th and kept alive the 
tradition that a GMC hike is 
never "called" on account of the 
weather. Our apologies to the 
rest of you for such poor plan- 
ning. Personally we've wondered 
if Mr. Kirk's presence on the 
earlier hikes didn't bring us 
good luck. Anyway the weather 
man seems to have deserted us 
about the sane time ho did. 

It's a long way to look a- 
head but we arc planning to have 
something cooking at Fostman's 
camp on Pine Hill on January 7. 
’whether it will be mud pies, to- 
bogganing, or gathering arbutus 
we are unable to say at this 
point. Anyway we hope young and 
old will make some New Year's 
resolutions and come out and work 
off the extra pounds many of us 
will put on over the holidays. 
************ * * * * * 

The Annual Lieeting of the 
Killington Section will be held 
in January. Details will be giv- 
en in our next issue. This is 
your opportunity to get first- 
hand information on club activi- 
ties and to make suggestions on 
how things should be done. The 
editors of 'Smoke <$L Blazes' would 
especially we leone suggestions as 
to what you would like in your 
paper. 

It's an old wish but we like ii> 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


NEWS and NOTES 

It was nice for us that 
Danny and Michael Jennings could 
be home on the right week-end to 
join us at the Beechwood party, 
Danny was home from St. Michael's 
College and Michael was on leave 
from the Charlestown Navy Yard 
where he is stationed at present. 

Grace Hayward and "Dart" 

Noyes left the Monday after 
Thanksgiving to spend the winter 
in Florida , 7/e hope they will 

have a grand, sunny winter. 

Beverly Bruce is doing her 
affiliation work in Boston. She 
is a student nurse at the Benning- 
ton Hospital. 

Marilyn Trop was home for 
Thanksgiving from the Brooklyn 
Hospital where she is in train- 
ing. 7/e should get Marilyn to 
tell us about her horseback rid- 
ing lesson sometime! 

Gretta and Dick Catozzi 
arrived at the Beechwood party in 
time to spend the evening with us. 
Guess they can qualify as having 
driven the longest distance to 
j attend the outing, 

77 e hear that Mr. and Mrs. 
i Francis Rice are now in Corpus 
Chris ti, Texas. 

Janie Sabourin, another of 
our artistic GMC members, is work- 
ing on a new masthead design for 
the 1951 'Smoke and Blazes'. 

! Watch for it on the January issue. 


SUPPER AT BEECHJOOD 


SPRING LAKE CAKP 


D- 

The usual crowd , the usual 
good food, and the usual good 
time was the order of the day and 
night, December 9th at Beechwood. 

It has become traditional 
now - food of scrumptious quality, 
and plenty of It l We were not 
disappointed as 40 of us walked 
around the table and made our 
selections . 

Young Paul Larson was the 
only one present who didn't heap 
his plate. Ho being only eleven 
weeks old, didn't have much choice. 

The afternoon was one of the 
kind that makes sitting by the 
fire very pleasant. Of course 
there are always a few in every 
group who Just won't sit. Craigue , 
Alcgra, and Kay Green took a 
nice long hike up Bald mountain. 

They found the going rough. The 
recent wind storm practically 
obliterated the trail. TThen they 
finally reached the top, the fog 
was so' thick they might Just as 
well have been sitting by the 
fire . 

For our entertainment in 
the evening we had a varied 
collection of motion pictures 
and slides. These consisted of 
pictures of The Rutland Fair 
taken by Mr. F. Catozl and pictures 
taken in Norway of Richard 
Catozi's trip last year. Mr. 
Braddcr's Kodachromc Slides of 
Vermont and Florida were also 
enjoyed and Vera Perkins's slides 
taken on her recent trip to 
England, Scotland and France 
completed the show. 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

Our Photo Chairman, Shirley 
Morris has announced that there 
will be another Photography Con- 
test at the annual meeting in 
January. Entries may be brought 
in that night to be Judged for 
prizes. There arc to be two 
classes- black and whites, and 
colored prints and Kodachromc 
slides. Pictures must have been 
taken on L.T. or GFC outing. 


Yes, we arc still talking 
about it, and a lot has been done 
about it. 

About two hundred boards 
for the roof and six rolls of 
90 lb. roofing paper were, taken 
by truck to a point a quarter of 
a milefrom the camp. From there 
it was urged along by the smooth- 
est working relay system you ever 
saw operate. 

The roof boards are all in 
place. Roofing felt has been 
put on, and the heavy surfaced 
paper has been applied to half 
the roof. It is now snow proof 
so that work can go or inside the 
camp on the floor and bunks this 
winter. 

A "Valiqucttc Special" stove 
(size, large; weight, plenty) 
has been carried in and set up. 
Result; heat. No more shivering 
in the cold wind on that Job. 

Later on this stove will perhaps 
be replaced by a cook stove the 
Club has in storage. 

as the ca.ap begins to look 
more and more like a camp, the 
enthusiasm of the Club members 
increases. The last two or 
three work parties have been well 
attended. Maybe having the ladies 
along to cook and serve dinner 
helps. (They also carried boards 
and hammered nails .' ) 

In addition to the "old 
reliabDes" vc had the aid and 
assistance of Albert Lassor, 

Norman Davis, and John Daley. 

Keep com in? boys. 

HURRICANE DAMAGE ? 

We would like to get a check 
on our shelters and trails as 
soon as possible to determine the 
amount of wind damage caused by 
the storm of Nov. 25th. Tucker 
Lodge is GK Spring Lake Camp is 
CK Buff am Shelter was OK at 4 PM 
on the day of the storm. There 
arc a lot of blowdowns between 
Pico Junction and the top of Pico. 
Can anyone add to this list? If e 
get in touch with Churchill Scott. 


REPLY TO JOE HASSEN KOOFER 

Well our "Hike Cue" contest 
is off to a flying st*rt. Right 
away we get a letter from our 
old friend Joe Hassen Kooper 
over on Goosepimple Lake. We'd 
like to print all of Joe’s 
letter and certainly will have 
it posted at the Annual Meeting. 

Joe has jumped the gun ! 

He sends in answers to some of 
the questions and questions 
some of the answers. We think 
he is Just trapping for infor- 
mation, for which we're not 
falling. 

Joe writes, "Now jes look 
at dat first ting. How long is 
a, Long Trail? And to a mile? 

Ha Gosh why didn't dat fcllar 
make it measure in inches." 

(Let's not split hairs, Joe. 
There's little enough meat on 
them at best.) "it all depends 
anyhow which end you start at 
north or south. If you go south 
it is honly 16” mile but I'm 
telling you if you go north, it 
is all up hill and it is 2 6 mile. 

I tink Ba Gosh I go south and 
dats do answer to dat one." 

Well you seem to have something 
there, as the old lady said 
when her dog brought a skunk 
into the living room. 

Joe complains, "Haltitudc I 
Ba Gosh but dats a bceg word. 
Sumbody can’t make cny answer. 

In dc w inter when dc snow is 
about six feet deep up dare, it 
makes bceg difference." (For a 
while this one was too deep for 
us but finally we got the drift 
of it.) 

On that Pico Pond question 
Joe says, "Dat sure is de dumbest 
of dc whole lot. Cos U can’t. 

Once I tried and Ba Gosh cvcry- 
tlng was so dark and black I 
ean T t sec my face before my hand." 
If it was so dark, Joe, How did 
you know it was Pico Pond that 
you couldn't see? 

"How meny windows in Buffan? 
Well, well ain't dat a question ? 
Derc is one bceg one about 14 feet 
by 8 foots hi. A darn bceg window 


if U ax me." Y7e saw through this 
one right away, and we think it is 
rather silly. TThat worries Joe is 
apparently the question of the 
difference between a door and a 
window. ’.7c don’t want to get into 
a jam but this is the way we sec 
it. Ix it looks like a door and 
is used for a window, that's a 
French door. If it looks like a 
window and is used for a door, 
that’s French leave. A certain 
unquotable local authority tells 
us that a French livro is a pound. 
Je looked that up and on June 16, 
1947 the pound was worth Just 
exactly 14-00 oven, so there is 
no cents to that cither. 

Joe says to send his prize to 
his wife Jullic. ("she ways about 
200 pound.") Y/c can't do’ that till 
the contest is finished at the 
annual meeting. But we hope to 
hear from, you again, Joe, and 
keep plugging. 

Editors note: ’.7c wouldn’t 

have published this at all only 
wc haven’t been so short of mater- 
ial since Gypsy Rose Lee left the 
stage and wo tried to make over 
her costume into a Mother Hubbard. 

HIKING ABANDONED ROADS 

Eleanor ’.Talker , Ruth La brake 
and Vera Perkins have been doing 
a little exploring lately by hik- 
ing some of the nearby abandoned 
roads. Trips have Included the 
old road around Bird Mt. and the 
one around Clark Hill in ’7c st 
Rutland. Although narked the 
same on the map, the Bird Mt. road 
is hard to find at times, while 
the Clark Hill one could be ne- 
gotiated by car. 

It is interesting to take 
along an old topographical nap 
and look for landmarks. All that 
is loft of many of the houses is 
the cellar hole. 

A hike over an old road from 
Pittsford to Hubbardton is being 
considered for the near future. 
Anyone interested is invited to 
cone along. 


SUSAN’S VERSION 


V 

On Saturday nite, November 
11, Allegra brought home a 
pretty sap knack that smelled 
like that cream puff gurl. First 
thing I knew, she started clean- 
ing out the cupboard and putting 
everything into the sack and 
talking about that big hill-- 
Killington. Next morning, we 
got up earlier than usual, and I 
wanted to sleep in too, but not 
Allegra — she was all excited, 
getting ready to go. Finally 
she got everything into the sack 
but the sink and the stove, and 
then she said,' Isn't that nice?' 

I dunno. 

She dragged me to the car 
(I was still tired) and we drove 
down to the hospital. About 
£:30, Louise Hilkens (she tra- 
vels my style--slow and easy), 
Albert Lessor, Liyrtle McKirryher, 
and Don LaPlant got into the car, 
squeezing me into a corncr--I'd 
a lot rather walked from there, 
but I couldn't get out; they 
were all fat people. 

Allegra drove the car with 
us in it (me squeezed) up to that 
nice dirt road going to Uheelor- 
ville. But after the first 
bridge, she said, 'O.K. Susan- 
out you go,' and I had to walk 
all that way til the dirt road 
that crosses, going up the big 
hill. There was lots of nice 
fuzzy white stuff that tastes 
so wet and cold, so I wasn't 
wishing for any brooks* When 
they come to that old snow plow 
in the V in the road, they all 
got out and much to my amazement, 
put on overcoats, boots, mittens, 
and all that stuff--I didn't 
even have a scarf to wear--guess 
allegra doesn't care if I catch 
cold. 

We all walked up the dirt 
road--I was so tired at that 
point, they almost had to carry 
me. Up by the sawmill, they 
found a blue mark and all said, 
'Hurray, here it is.' I ran 
over thinking maybe there was a 


rabbit or a squirrel, but I didn't 
see a thing to be happy about-- 
a path going right straight up 
that big hill, No--I tried to 
stay at the bottom and wait til 
they came back, but they said 
something about eating at the top 
— didn't think I heard them, but 
I did. Sure was a struggle for 
me to get them all to the top, 
but by pushing and pulling, we all 
finally made it to a nice camp. 
Allegra was first there--I helped 
her of course, and she and albert 
got the fire started and smoking. 
Finally she got him out of the 
v;ay and made it herself. She 
opened a lot of cans (some of it 
smelled good too) and put them 
on the stove and went to a spring 
and got some water ( imagine--with 
all that white fuzzy stuff right 
outside the camp door--could melt 
that couldn't she?) Pretty soon 
the others came into camp and all 
sat down on ^he benches and said 
they were hur gry--of all things I 

Uell, after they were ail 
stuffed and couldn't eat any more, 
they gave me a little-not much, 
but enough to make me want more. 
They were all sicting around talk- 
ingdwas resting; when one of them 
looked out the window and said, 
'Hey, look at it snow; Guess we 
don't get to the top (I sighed), 
we'd better go down-night get 
snowed ini 

Then they gathered up the 
little bit that was left and put 
the fire out (after all that work 
--I don't understand it) and all 
started out the dcor--I tagging 
behind as usual. Then they all 
slid down the hill on the bottom 
of their pants. It took 2 hours 
to go up and 20 minutes to slide 
down — seems to me they'd find pla- 
ces to go down, then there would- 
n't be all that work of going up. 

That night I was so tired, 

I could hardly get ...to... 
sleeep . . . z z z z z 

susan. 

(contributed by 

Allegra Chapman) 


I 
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE ! I ! 

ANNUAL MEETING 
KILLINGTON SECTION G.M.C. 

Bate - Friday, Jan. 19 » 1951 
Time - 7:30 P.M. 

Place - Neighborhood Rooms of 
Marble Savings Bank 

The business of the meet- 
ing will consist of the election 
of officers, the reading of 
committee reports and general 
discussion of club activities. 

President Churchill Scott 
has appointed the following mem- 
bers to servo on the nominating 
committee and to renort at the 
annual meeting: Chairman, Harold 
Valiqucttc, Fred Field, and 
Cralgue Perkins. 

The program for the evening 
will include the. showing of 
moving pictures. 

Another feature of the 
meeting will be the member par- 
ticipation in the "Hike Cue 1 ' 
contest. Come prepared to answer 
the 10 questions published in the 
November issue of "Smoke 4 Blazes". 
Mimeographed sets of the questions 
will be passed out to members 
present so that their answers may ' 
be recorded and checked. The 
winner will be awarded a prize. 

In the event of a tic, an elimin- 
ation contest will follow. 


The Photography Contest 
awards will also be made at this 
meeting. Bring your entries to 
the meeting. There arc two classes 
to be Judged; black and whites, 
and colored prints and kodachroracs. 

Sven though you may not wish 
to submit pictures for the contest, 
you nay have some that you would 
be glad to contribute to our 
Killington Section Album. This 
album has been growing over the 
years and is a very interesting 
book. Won't you help it to con- 
tinue to grow ? 

Last year wc had a successful 
Card Party. Wc had fun. Wc made 
money. Would you like to have 
another similar party? Come to 
the annual meeting prepared to 
discuss this or any other idea 
you may have in mind. 

Cues for 1951 arc now payable. 

For your convenience, if you 
can not come to the annual meeting, 
the enclosed membership slip nay be 
filled out and mailed to the Trcas . , 
Miss Eleanor Walker, 87 Baxter St., 
Rutland, Vermont. 


NEW MASTHEAD 

Wc arc indebted to Jane 
Sabourin for the design and stencil 
for our new masthead for the 1951 
SMOKE AND BLAZES. 

Thank you Jane. 


FOSTMAN'S CAMP, PINE HILL 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7 
by 

Diana Conlon 

We all agreed it's grand to 
have a winter hike and especially 
when you have a warn, cozy camp 
your destination, and the Fost- 
nans to make you welcome and feel 
at home. 

Some of us hiked in via the 
Country Club, while others drove 
right to the door, but we soft- 
ies made up for it by skating for 
a couple of hours on a neighbor's 
pond, close by. The ice was ex- 
cellent and the appetites raven- 
ous . 

The softly falling snow ob- 
scured our view from camp, which 
on a clear day is out of this 
world, but the coffee more than 
made up for it — extree delicious I 

After a late luncheon, Mr. 
Bradder gave a very interesting 
talk and showed us specimens of 
minerals and trees native to 
Vermont, Later we hiked through 
the beautiful surrounding wood 
and tested our newly gained know- 
ledge of trees. (Craigue should 
have been along with his riddles) 

We had a very enthusiastic 
turnout of 23 members including 
one of our 'next generation* 

Green Lit. Club hikers. Tommy 
Field, who was an active and par- 
ticipating member even before he 
could walk. 

Hope we can have more winter 
hikes and as happy a day -- often. 
Even a mole tried to crash the 
party! 

JUST OFF THE TRAIL 

It is amazing to discover 
how many things there are around 
us about which we know little or 
nothing. Looking over some of 
Mr. Bradder* s collection of Ver- 
mont minerals at the Fostman 
Camp Cuting it was suprising to 
find that: 

(1) A shaft put down in a 


-^j Forestdale mining operation un- 
earthed seeds of tropical trees, 
j Yes, believe it or not, tropical 
trees in Vermont, Seems the 
seeds were left there some hun- 
dreds of millions of years ago 
when the Champlain Valley was a 
tropical sea! 

(2) There used to be a cop- 
per mine on Clark Hill in West 
Rutland. 

(3) There was at one time an 
iron mine in So. 7/allingford- 
botween there and Little Rock 
Pond. 

(4) There are several old 
mine workings which show interest' 
ing deposits in the Sugar Hollow 
neighborhood. In this same gen- 
eral vicinity is the bat cave on 
Nickwackett Mt. 

It might be an idea to plan 
an cuting sometime to include a 
visit to some of these — taking 
Mr. Bradder along of course to 
locate the points of interest and 
tell us more about them. 

COMING EVENTS 

DATE — SUNDAY, JANUARY 21st 
PLACE - TUCKER LODGE 

On January 21st we close our 
tour of duty with that perennial 
favorite, Tucker Ledge. No need 
to advertise this one as the pos- 
sibilities are known to one and 
all. Pack a big lunch and put on 
your skiis, snowshoc-s, or seven 
league boots. 

And now that it is time to 
sign off may we say that we've 
enjoyed planning the hikes and 
all other details of cur Job. We 
know one can't, "suit all of the 
people all of the time", but we 
hope some of you have liked the 
places we've picked and for those 
of you who have not, the new com- 
mittee will be brim full of ideas 
for next year, so keep up your 
courage and stand by. 

Barbara Mellow 
Helen M. Bailey 
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HOW TO SKI 

FOR PLEAS URE- HE ALT H- THRILLS 

Harold Valiquette 

Persistent, energetic prac- 
tice makes good skiers, but ski- 
ing differs from other sports in 
that a reasonable amount of skill 
can be acquired by most any per- 
son in much less time than he 
could le°rn to play tennis or 
golf. 

Your Equipment 

Skis It is a mistake to 
buy cheap, poorly made skis to 
learn on. Poor equipment is a 
severe handicap to a novice, and 
often discourages him in his 
efforts to learn. Hickory is the 
best wood, next maple, and then 
ash. The usual rule for deter- 
mining the proper length of a 
ski is th^t it should reach the 
middle of the palm when holding 
the arm extended above the head. 
Fetal edges prevent side slipping 
on hard ice and snow. Furthermore, 
they protect the wooden edge of 
the ski, which is subject to 
severe wear. 

Ski Bindings The Importance 
of selecting a good binding can 
not be overemphasized. Cable 
bindings are far superior to 
other types. They rigidly hold 
the foot" to assure the maximum 
control. The toe irons should 
be adjusted to hold the boot 
securely so that the heel rests 
perfectly straight in the center 
of the ski. The toe of the boot 
should not project more than a 
half inch beyond the toe irons . 

Ski Poles Your ski poles 
should be long enough to reach 
your elbow when set upright be- 
side you. 

Ski Boots Purchase a good 
ski boot. .' Select a size large 
enough to- snugly hold two pairs 
of socks * 


^thing 1)0 nct ° u y lined 
or bulky jackets. Several sweaters 
under a. wind proof parka will be 
warmer and permit gradual discard- 
ing as you become warmer through 
exercise. Ski pants that tuck 
into the boots over your socks arc 
the sensible style. Woolen mitts 
with a water rcpcllant cover arc 
dc slrablc. . 

(Editor’s note) Watch for another 
article on skiing by the sane, author 
next month. 

Harold Valiquette has announced 
that he is filling to give instruc- 
tion on skiing wo any club member, 
either old or young, who would like 
t o rc. cc. ivc it . 

Anyone, interested is asked to 
call Harold at The Green Mountain 
Awning Co. telephone 1160. Practice 
could be arranged for on nearby 
slopes . 

THE STORM AND GMC SHELTERS 

Perhaps some of you have 
wondered how our shelters fared 
during the storm of Nov. 25th. 

To date wc'vc had first hand in- 
formation on two shelters since 
the storm. 

On New Year's afternoon a 
group of GMC hikers found Clarendon 
Shelter looking very cozy and 
conf^rtablc in its winter setting. 
Perhaps it was the sunny day and 
the covering of fresh snow outside, 
but at any rate the camp and door- 
yard appeared to be unusually 
neat and attractive. 

On the same afternoon, Charles 
Sabourin and friends hiked into 
Tucker. They found that also in 
] A-l condition - no storm damage and 
all the windows intact. 

As late as the day of the storm 
Buffam Shelter was reported undam- 
aged . 

That leaves Gov. Clement and 
Cooper Lodge still not reported on. 

| We'd like to hear from pjayonc who 
has any information on how these 
two weathered the big blow. 


'JOE* "WHITES AGAIN N 

We have received another 
letter from our good friend, 

Joe Hassen Hooper. We feel sure ! 
you will all be interested in 
what Joe has to say, so we are 
passing it on to you. 

Lac Goosepimple 
Jes before Christmas 

Deer Mister Smoke and 

Madam Blazes 

I jes red yure repli to mi 
letter and Ba Gosh you R sum 
smart fellers to tink up all the 
stuff U did in dat peace of 
paper. I tink you are smart cuz 
you make pretty sur dat you 
don't answer any of de questions 
yureself. I see dat you mabbe 
want to start a beeg argument 
but I no better dan dat for 
Julie (dats my beeg wife) she 
always wins any of the tongue 
fites we have. 

Dat Buffam question still 
does bother me jes de same. U 
got a lot of stuff about doors, 
french doors and windows and sum- 
time a door is a window and sum- 
time she’s a door and a fellar 
up dis way say dat when a door 
is open dat she’s a jar. So now 
I don’t no if Buffam is a door, 
a french door, a window or a jar. 

'I’m cum all mixed up. 

I have read the story writ 
by Zuzan sumbody and a' beeg trip 
dey had up to de top of Ht. Mil- 
lington. Did I ever tell you 
about de trip Julie (dats dat 
200 pounder dat I have to carry 
mos of de time uphill) and me 
wuz have up dat beeg hill one 
day? I can’t write much about 
de trip up for it wuz too much. 

But we had sumtime up dere. 

It had cun supper time and I wuz 
so hungry dat I cud eat the bark 
off mi dog or bark off de birch 
tree. So Julie set about for to 
cook de bacon and egg under a 
nice beeg tree. ’Jell while Julie 
wuz cook de bacon, I made a look 
up de tree and wat U tink I see — 


a crful beeg pcrkypino. 

1 full out my old gun (de 
one dat shoot around do corner) 
and let go do middle barrel. It 
stunned dat ol Porky so he fol 
out dat tree right into Julie fry 
pan. Dat bacon wuz so hot on hees 
hinder parts dat he run around in 
a circle bout 20 tim and we laff 
fit to kill. Den he roll over 
two or tree time and jus den 
Julie give him dc right hand bar- 
rel of buck shot and he keel over 
ded. 7e went over to see him and 
he had roll over in a blue berry 
patch. An what you tink? Every 
needle in dat old Porky had a 
berry on it. We picked em off 
and had blueberry pudding for 
supper. 

It’s 2 near Christmas to 
tell you any more of de grate 
times Julie and me have had on 
top dat ol mountain top. Say, 
can me and Julie get a job as 
short order cook at Spring lit. 
camp? We have never cook on a 
Valiquette stev but hav cooked 
on mos everything else and we can 
roast hot dog so U tink you mebbe 
got a T-bone stake. 

Happy Christmas and Merry 
Nu Year to U all, 

Joe. 

(Just in case he really doesn’t 
know, we’d like to advise Joe 
that the editorial headquarters 
of ’Smoke and Blazes' is 129 
Bellevue Avenue, not 54. Ed.) 


WINTER WISE 

Don't be a fire-side sitter 
Now that winter's really here. 

The weather is much nicer 
Than it looks, this time of year. 

So, get out your boots and 'longicS' 
Take a hike, or skate, or ski. 

Don’t grumble at the snow and cold, 
That's how winter ought to be. 

Those walks you have to shovel 
Will help you keep in trim, 

And best of all, in winter. 

It's so nice to come back ini , _ 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Once again the old year 
comes to a close and the ner 
year rolls around . Let's take 
this opoortunity to say "7ell 
done" to all the committies with 
a special emphasis on the Outing 
Comm lttee . 

Although our membership 
Fas not as large as in years 
gone by, our enthusiasm Fas very 
high as Fas shorn by veil attend- 
ed outings. 

There arc a few "musts" for 
1951. 7c must finish Spring 
Lake Camp. 7c must give the 
rholc Millington Section of the 
Trail a good rorking over. 7c. 
must repair Pico Shelter. If 
everyone is billing to pitch in 
and do his share re can have a 
very successful year. 

Churchill Scott, Prcf 


qO^'MIT'T'EE appointments 

The following chairmen of 
committies have been appointed: 

Publicity - Fred Field 
Trails - Cralgue Perkins 
Shelters - Harold Valiqucttc 
Photography - Alcgra Chapman 
Outings - Charlotte Rutkorski 

• * *-*'*■•«■'* *'*'?■'*• > 

I 

7ord has been received 
from Miss Lula Tyc , CMC Sec- 
retary, that Taylor Lodge has 
burned to the ground. This Fas 
a closed lodge built in 1925 by 
the Burlington Section. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
CARD PARTY: 

Vera Perkins, chairman 
Pearl Nichols 
Helen Field 
Ethel Scott 

•7 INTER MEEK- END 

Fred 4 Helen Field, 

co-chairmen 
Ray Catozzi 
Churchill Scott 

SLEIGH RIDE PARTY 

Ethel Scott, chairman 

A sleigh ride party Fill be. 
organized if and when there is 
snor enough for such a venture. 
Plans for such a party Fill have 
to be made in a hurry v;ith not 
enough time to mail out cards to 
notify members. If you are ln- 
• tcrcsted and rould like your 
name on a list of names to be 
notified by telephone, please 
call Ethel Scott, telephone 2598. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

At a meeting of the exec- 
utive board held Feb. 7 at the 
ho^c of the president the folior- 
ing budget ras made up: 

Smoke and Blazes ? 50\00 


Trails 30.00 
Shelters 150.00 
Outing 25 .OO 
Photography 5.00 
Publicity 10.00 
Miscellaneous 10.00 
Dues to GMC 25.00 


$ 310.00 


ANNUAL MEETING 


X 

i 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Killington Section GMC was held 
Friday evening, January 19th, 
with Pres. Churchill Scott pre- 
siding. 

Reports of committees and 
discussion brought out informa- 
tion on the work done and the 
condition of the trails and 
snelters . 

After consideration of the 
danger from fires and the desir- 
ability of carrying Fire Insur- 
ance It was voted to take out 
such insurance on the Spring 
Lake Camp. 

It was also voted to ex- 
tend complementary membership 
to anyone in Service who had 
been a member of the Killington 
Section at any time during the 
last three years. 

Harold Valiquette, chairman 
of the nominating committee, 
presented the following names 
for officers for 1951: 

President - Churchill Scott 
V. President- Ray Catozzi 
Sec. - Treasr Eleanor Walker 
There were no further nomina- 
tions and these officers were 
unanimously elected. 

The "Hike Cue” Contest was 
won by Pres. Scott. He tied 
with Pearle Nichols and Allegra 
Chapman on the original set of 
questions but won out on the 
tie-breakers . 

The Photography Contest, 
judged by David Scott, was won 
by Allegra Chapman for the best 
colored picture and by Barbara 
Mellow for the best black and 
white. The colored slides sub- 
mitted we re afterwards projected 
by George Conlon. 

Ray Catozzi provided an in- 
teresting program by showing col- 
ored movies taken by Richard and 
Mr. Catozzi in Mexico and in 
New York City. 

MEMBERSHIP LIST - 1951 
Martha Adams i 


Barbara Allard 

Marjory Allard 

William Allard 

Helen Bailey 

Elizabeth Ball 

Anna Berg 

William Bradder 

Dale Carpenter, Barton, Vt. 

M. Ella Cameron 
Janice Catozzi 
Ray Catozzi 
Gretta Catozzi 
Richard Catozzi 
Allegra Chapman 
Diane Conlon 
George ConlOn 
Edith Ewald 

Helen Frink, Randolph, Vt. 

Martha Hakin 

Grace Hayward 

Daniel Jennings 

Mary Jennings 

Michael Jennings 

George L. Kirk 

Ruth LaBrake 

L. Larson 

E.N. Locke, Lexington, Mass. 

Mrs. E.N. Locke " " 

Gertrude MacMurray 

A.C. Mason 

Mrs. A.C. Mason 

Gretchen Miller 

Barbara Mellow 

Shirley Morris 

Pearle Nichols 

Cigrid Patch 

Craigue Perkins 

David Perkins 

Janet Perkins 

Mary Perkins 

Marjory Perkins 

Peter Perkins 

Robert Perkins 

Vera Perkins 

Charlotte Rutkotrski 

Francis Rice (Service Member) 

Charles Satnourin 

Jane Sabourin 

Leone Smith 

Bernice Tuttle 

W. S. Tuttle 

Harold Valiquette 

Joseph Valiquette 

Thelma Valiquette 

M. Eleanor Walker 

Carlton Wilson (life member) 
Matilda Goulding (life member) 


PROM TH£* *t3’REA£URSR ' S REPORT J | 
vii.rJANUARY* 1,1951 

Receipts 


Cash in bank 1/1/50 $474.79 

Cash on hand l/l/50 83.66 

Rec'd from dues - 1950 125.50 

Interest on money in 

bank 8.76 
Rec'd over exp. Winter- 

Week-end, 1950 1.59 

Rec'd over expenses 

Sugar Party, 1950 2.63 

Rec'd from Rummage Sale -123.12 

Rec'd from Card Party 50.75 

Rec'd from Main Club for 

Intersectional exp . 5.20 

Total Receipts ‘ $876.00 

Disbursements 

Trails and Shelters-::- $154.94 
Outing Committee 18.63 

Photography prizes - 

1950 Annual Meeting 3«00 

Entertainer - 1950 

Annual Meeting 5.00 

janitor - Neighborhood 
Room, Annual Meeting 1.00 

Dues to Main Club for 

1950 24.00 

Smoke & Blazes exp. 46 . 51 


Total Disbursements $253.08 


*Spring Lake Shelter *143.24 

Credit Bal. on Hand 1/1/51 

$622.92 

CARD PARTY SOON 

Any day now you will be 
hearing from the committee about 
the Card farty. Definite plans 
have not been completed, but we 

are going to have one and 

soon! 

Keep this in mind and plan 
to reserve at least one table 
when you are contacted by the 
committee. Let's have a good 
crowd so we can have as good a 
time as we had last year. 


REPORT OP THE 
OUTING COMMITTEE - 1950 

During the season twenty- 
three hikes were held with a 
total attendance of 515, or an 
average attendance of 22 plus. 

One hundred and seventy-three 
different people attended. 

(These figures do not include 
the Intersectional held in Aug- 
ust, the Annual Meeting held in 
May, the Killington Section An- 
nual meeting held in January, 
nor do they include dogs.) They 
do include guests and members of 
oleher sections who attended the 
joint outings. These figures 
do not prove anything in partic- 
ular and are merely included in 
case anyone is interested. 

The largest hike* was the 
Sugar Party held at Camp Sanga- 
mon with 64 attending and the 
smallest was the trip to McLaugh- 
lin Falls after the "big blow" 
at Thanksgiving time, with one 
member (our president) making 
the trip. The most strenuous 
trip was probably the one to 
Stratton Fond and Stratton Moun- 
tain^ total distance of nine 
miles . 

We attempted four joint 
hikes with other sections; Ben- 
nington, Brattleboro, Worcester, 
and Burlington, only three of 
which materialized. These were 
successful socially, but not 
numerically. However the idea * 
was not presented in time so 
that the trips could be incor- 
porated into the schedules of the 
other groups. More careful plan- 
ning might lead to better results 
* Note exceptions above 
( The 1950 Outing Committee mem- 
bers were Helen Bailey and 
Barbara Mellow.) 

-JHf V* -/? V V* *Jc- v -X- wv 

Bill Allard and Francis 
Perry made a trip to Killington 
recently and report Cooper lodge 
to be in good condition. 


TRIP TO TUCKER 


coma- 
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Ral« £>n the morning of 
Sunday, January 21st, failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm of the six 
hikers who showed up at the ap- 
pointed time for the trip to 
Tucker. We were well rewarded 
for our courage as the rain was 
over by the time we took the 
trail and the day turned out to 
be fine. Ray Catozzi joined us 
at Tucker for lunch. Charlotte 
Rutkowski took time off from an 
afternoon drive to hike in and 
• ign the book I 

A feature of the trip was 
the installing of a new stove 
which was carried in on a lad- 
der by Harold Valiquette and 
Churchill Scott. This is a new 
model 'Valiquette Stove' - a 
duplex affair - one or both 
sidp.s may be used according to 
the weather and the size of the 
crowd! 

Tucker in January without 
snow seemed a bit odd, but it 
was nice there as always and we 
were glad we hadn't let the 
weather keep us at home. 

MYSTERY HIKE 

Sight trusting and curious 
Killington Section members mot 
at the Meldon School at 10 A.M. 
on Sunday, February 11th, for 
an outing, destination unknown. 

A little study of the dia- 
gram provided by Pres. Scott 
for the driver of each car re- 
vealed the secret. Wo drove 
down Route 7 to the designated 
parking place and set off happi- 
ly for another favorite winter 
objective -- Clarendon Shelter. 

We were pleased to find 
the most snow we had seen all 
winter. Some skiied, some snow- 
shoed and some just plain hiked 
but everyone had fun. It was 
exactly cold enough for the 
coffee to taste perfect! 

We liked the idea of a 
Mystery Hike. Let's try it again 
some time. 


YIETER-TI.:K-2.’D 

DAT"- Feb. 24 - 2 5 - 5. at. \ Sun. 
PLACE- Perk ins* C smp - Mend on 

Plane for this out in'* are 
shapin'- up. 

This the Outing that brings us 
together as one big family. Come 
and -r? »s you please but rake 
reservations with Churchill Sco++ , 
telephone 2^98, no later than 
Thursday night, Feb. 22nd. 

Meals are being planned by 
the committee and the price of 
each rill be kept as lor as possible 

Work rill be distributed 
among all participants of the 
Week-end Party. 

There arc some blankets 
available but you had better 
check on this rhen you make your 
reservat ions . 

STEAK SUPPER 

DATE - March 11 - Sunday 
PLACE - Tucker Lodge 

This one is being planned as 
an afternoon of out door activ- 
ities; snor shoeing and skiing in 
the Pico area. A hearty meal at 
the end of the day should taste 
good. It goes rithout saying, 
bring your own". Coffee rill be 
served by the Club. 

Your Outing Chairman, 

Charlotte Rutkorski, Is vacation- 
ing in Florida so the Executive 
Board has arranged for the 
Mystery Hike (rhich has taken 
place), the Winter rcck-cnd, and 
the Steak Supper Hike. 

When Charlotte returns, the 
ner schedule will be made up and 
sent out to members. 

*-*»*»***»* 

Word has been received of the 
birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis Rice of Corpus Chrirti, 
Texas. The new addition to the 
Rice family is Charlotte Ann. 

Best wishes to you all. 


HOW TO SKI 

FOR PLEASURE- HEALTH- THRILLS 

fry 

Harold Valiquette 

INSTRUCTIONS 

H OW TO HOLD SKI POLLS 
Pass the hands up through 
the looped straps from be lor 
and grip the upper part of the 
strap and ski pole. This leaves 
the inside of the wrist free with 
the strap loop over the back of 
the wrist to support the hand. 

#2 S KIIN'* ON THU LEVEL 
To ski on the level, and up 
gentle slopes, take rather short 
strides, but endeavor to make 
the slide as long as possible on 
each foot. 1 gliding step rather 
than a ralklng step is used, and 
the skis arc not lifted from the 
snov:. Impetus is gained by throw- 
ing- the weight forward onto each 
ski as it is advanced. is you 
glide forward on the left ski, 
be pushing strongly with the left 
pole and swing the right pole 
forward. Then as you start for- 
ward on the right ski, the right 
pole has been placed a little in 
front of your foot and you push 
strongly o n it simultaneously . 

Shoulders and hips should 
be rolled slightly as you shift 
over from one ski to the other. 

All movement should be co-ordin- 
ated into one fluid motion. The 
clbors should be kept close to 
the body. This method of walking 
should be used for climbing hills 
by the zigzag method, using a 
kick turn to change direction. 

#3 STEP TURN 
Used to change direction 
when standing o n the level. To 
turn to the right, lift the right 
ski out of the snow and turn the 
toe to the right. Bring the left 
ski up parallel to it. Repeat 
till you have reached the desired 
direction. This turn may be done 
while saving forward slowly. 


#4 T HE KICK TURN 

Place the left ski pole In 
the snov? close to the tip of the 
left ski. Turn the b-'dy to the 
right, and place the right ski 
pole in the snow at the rear of 
the right ski. Using your poles 
to balance with, kick your right 
ski up and forward and turn the 
toe to the right so that, as it 
falls, it will lie parallel to 
the left, but facing in the 
opposite direction. 

Shift the weight to the 
right ski, lift the left pole 
and bring the left ski around 
parallel to the right ski. 

#5 HILL CLIMBING 

The best known methods of 
climbing arc: the Zigzag, the 

Side-r-tc.p, and the Herringbone. 

(ZIGZAG). Start up the hill 
at an angle and then kick turn 
and ski up the other way. Kick 
turn toward the downhill side 
for greater ease. As you zigzag 
you gain altitude, like a sail- 
boat tacking up wind. 

SIDE-STEP^ Start with the 
skis at right angles to the hill. 
Lift the uphill ski and step 
sideways, edging the ski when 
you stamp It down. Bring the 
other ski up to It. This is the 
best way to ascend very steep 
hills. 

(HERRINGBONE) The quickest 
way to climb a hill. Toe out at 
wide angles and step forward, 
carrying the heel of ~, nc f, kl ~, vrr 
the heel of the other. Edge in 
as you go and co-ordina.tc your 
ski p ole s as you did when skiing 
on the level. 

Painting Party 

Last month nine members of 
our section put in an evening of 
work painting windows for the 
Spring Lake Camp and signs for 
the Trail. The work was done 
under the supervision of Harold 
Valiquette at the Green Mountain 
Awning Company’s shop. 
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NEW SCHEDULES 

With the help of president, 
Churchill Scott, our new chair- 
man of Outings, Charlotte 
Rutkowskt, has lined up a sched- 
ule of hikes for the Spring and 
Summer of 1951. 

The list of outings looks 
Interesting. Now that good hik- 
ing weather is jrast "around the 
corner" let's get out and enjoy 
the trips planned for us. 

The schedule is enclosed 
with this issue of SMOKE ' BLAZES. 


NOTICE 

An executive board meeting 
of the Millington Section of 
GMC has been called for Wednesday, 
March 91st at 7! 30 P.M. This 
meeting will be held at the home 
of Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St. 


TWO WORK PIETIES 

Thursday, March 22, and 
Sunday, April 1, are the dates 
set for work parties to be held 
at Spring Lake Camp. The work of 
building the bunks will be the 
job for these dates. Anyone in- 
terested may call 2698. 

When a labor of love goes 
into the accomplishment of a task, 
the results are deeply appreciated . 
This is certainly true of our new 
Spring Lake Camp. Sweat, worry, 
and weariness have also been the 
Ingredients of this one. 


MAPLE SUGAR PARTY 

We are fortunate again to 
be able to have our annual Maple 
Sucrar Party at Camp Sangamon in 
Pittsford. Mr. and Mrs. Leone 
Smith have invited us and the 
date is set for Saturday, March 
24. 

Reservations for this party 
should be made by calling 2698, 
Churchill Scott, no later than 
Thursday , March 22nd . 

T The eats will consist of the 
usual; sugar on snow, doughnuts, 
pickles, and coffee. There will 
be a charge for this menu but at 
this writing we arc unable to tell 
you the exact amount. 

Plans are being made to have 
square dancing in the evening. 

The usual good crowd and good 
time is expected. Bring a guest 
or two if you like. 


BUFFAM SHELTER 

On Sunday, April 8th there 
will be a hike to Buff am Shelter. 
Watch the HERALD for a notice of 
time of meeting. 

This is an old favorite and 
an easy one. If you haven't been 
hiking during the winter and want 
to get started on a little something 
loss than mountain climbing, then 
this was made to order for you. A 
walk of less than a mile up a wood 
road brings you to the shelter v.’hcre 
you can loaf in the sun or explore 
to the north. The brook is pr otfy , 
the road, no doubt muddy. 


CLUB 1-IEMBER TAKES PICTURES USED 
IN VERMONT LIFE 

We were proud to see colored pho- 
tographs taken by Ray Catozzi appear- 
ing in the Spring issue of ‘Vermont 
life 1 , Ray’s pictures were used in 
illustrating the article, ’FERNS FROM 
VEELIOMT ’ , written by Beth Smith of 
Rutland, Congratulations, Ray, 

WINTER WEEKEND 

y 

Betty Ball 

A veiy successful and pleasant 
weekend was spent at the camp of 
Mr, & Mrs. Craigue Perkins on Saturday 
and Sunday, February 2Uth and 25th. 

Nine members hiked in on Saturday 
afternoon, and three dogs, including a 
stray airdale puppy. Several took 
walks in the woodland around, while 
Allegra Chapman pkiied. 

After supper the chief occupations 
were Canasta and conversation, and 
every one was happy but' Poochie, who 
evidently thought three dogs in one 
house two too many. 

Five members stayed overnight. 
Eleanor Walker proved a good firetender 
and Craigue Perkins and Churchill Scott 
good breakfast getters. 

Sunday was mild and fair, and 
other members arriving, several took 
walks in the woods . Animal tracks were 
abundant, and included rabbit, fox, 
mouse, deer, and squirrel, . 

While a fine dinner Was being prepared 
by an efficient kitchen crew, others 
basked in the warm sunshine on the 
porch, talking, and admiring the pop- 
ular airdale pup. Nineteen were 
present for dinner, 

Sunday afternoon was spent in 
more walking by some. Canasta and con- 
versation by others. The pup was adopt- 
ed by Diane Conlon, and named Punch. 

Special thanks arc deserved by 
Hr. & Mrs. Perkins for the use of their 
camp, and by Churchill Scott for his 
well-planned work schedule, and the 
helpfulness he showed to all work com- 
mittees. 


TUCKER AGAIN 

/mother pleasant Tucker outing was 
enjoyed on Sunday afternoon, march 11 th. 
There were eight in the first contingent 
which left the lieldon School at 2 P.Ii. 

As we hiked in to the lodge we enjoyed 
a fine snow storm. We were suprisod to 
see so much snow in the woods. The 
whiteness of the fresh snow on top of 
an already substantial base, was a 
pleasant contrast to the drab, bare 
streets of town. Arrived at Tucker we 
found a party of nine skiicrs just 
finishing their dinner. 

Some of our number took additional 
hikes on the near-by trails , others did • 
work around the camp, while others just 
visited and enjoyed the cozy camp atmos- 
phere. 

Harold Valiquottc did an excellent 
and much needed job of cleaning the cup- 
board, while Churchill Scott and 
Craigue Perkins set a new light of glass 
in one of the small upper windows. 

About the time that the coffee was 
getting just right, five more members 
arrived and soon everyone had his or 
.her supper underway. The new stove was 
’working perfectly and the sizzling steaks 
sounded and smelled good, (tasted good too) 

After a leisurely meal and some talk 
of coming events i/e reluctantly concluded 
another Tucker Outing. As we started out 
on the trail we met Walt Ilalcin just arriv- 
ing. Ray Catozzi, who had been most un- 
happy about leaving so early, welcomed 
this opportunity to stay on awhile ijith 
Walt. As we loft. Tucker looked most 
inviting with the cheery light from Ray’s 
lantern shining from its windows. 

ADDITIONS TO THE 1951 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Barbara Flanders 
Ruth Fostman 
Janes Hayward 
Veda Knipcs 
Darthca Noyes 
Burton Smith 
Suzanne Smith 
Virginia Smith 
Marilyn Trop 
Lula Tye 


C3IG SLIDES TO* BE SHOWN 


3 


CARD PARTY NETS 


The QIC slides are to be shown at 
a meeting of the Home Study Club to be 
held at the home of Hr s , Harry Hart on 
April 9th. These slides, as most of 
you know, are a collection of colored 
pictures taken at various points along 
The Long Trail. 

SET X HEADSTART ON SPRING 

Did you ever try forcing branches 
for an early spring bouquet? It's a 
good way to hasten the coming of 
spring - indoors at least. Collecting 
the branches also makes a good object- 
ive for a hike on one of these nice 
bright days. Of course there may be 
bushes in your own yard or garden 
which are fine for forcing, forsythia 
is one of the best known and most re- 
warding. But let us skip those and 
consider some which you might collect 
on a hike. 

Pussy willows are an old favorite 
and are already beginning to put forth 
their cat-kins. Other favorites are 
wild cherry, alder, shad, high bush 
blueberry, and hobble bush. On some 
branches the young foliage is almost 
as decorative as the flowers. This is 
especially true if it is red or opens 
in unusual forms. Some such interest- 
ing ones are horse chestnut, oak, 
beech, gray and ’white birch, mountain 
ash, and the fanaliar barberry. 

The best results will be obtained 
if branches to be forced arc cut about 
a finger thick and the ends of the 
stems pounded for a few inches. This 
breaks the tissues and allows them to 
take up more water. If the buds are 
very tight, keep the branches in top- 
id ’water for a day or two, then place 
them in a sunny window. Spraying with 
water at room temper at lore every few 
days will help. If you have a room in 
which to force your branches where the 
temperature can be kept not over 60° 
the blooms will last longer. Foliage 
branches -will go on opening and grow- 
ing for several weeks. It is fun to 
watch these branches develop and they 
help to convince us that spring is 
really just around the corner. 


Due chiefly, we believe, to the 
prevalence of ‘the thing 1 which has 
been going the rounds lately, the atten- 
dance at the Card Party was much smaller 
than last year. However, those who were 
able to attend seemed to enjoy them- 
selves, and a profit of G2f> made this a 
reasonably successful financial venture 
as well as a pleasant social occasion. 

We missed our friends who were un- 
able to attend and appreciated their 
support. We would like also to express 
thanks to the committee, to Harold 
Valiquctto, Churchill Scott, and Ray 
Catozzi, who transported chairs, and to 
all who assisted in serving, clearing 
up, currying chairs downstairs, etc. 

The door prize, delicious home- 
made rolls, made and contributed by one 
of the Killington Section's best cooks, 
(name irithold on request) was won by 
Ruth LaBrake. A prize was also award- 
ed to the high scorer at each table. 

HERE AND THERE 

It was nice to see Harilyn Trop 
who was home for a short vacation after 
being 'capped' at the Brooklyn Jewish 
Hospital. Marilyn joined us at the 
Card Party. 

Word from 'Dart' Noyes, who irLth 
Grace Hayward is wintering at Sarasota, 
Fla., tells of a trip they took recent- 
ly across the state to West Palm Beach. 
•Dart' reported many interesting things 
seen. Among them were a large variety 
of birds, moonlight so bright that road 
construction continued at night, and the 
bear which played 'Slowfoot' in 'The 
Yearling 1 i 

liarjorie Allard is completing sev- 
eral weeks of Practice Teaching in 
Name Economics at the Poultnoy High 
School , 

Charles Sabourin, home for the 
weekend from the Mass. College of 
Pharmacy in Boston, dropped in to say 
"hello" at the Winter Weekend outing. 

Outing Chairman, Charlotte Rutkow- 
slci is home after a vacation in Florida, 


OLD GUIDE BOOK 


TA.EE THE FAMILY 


Dug out our collection of 
old GMC Guide Book? the other 
night. The first one dated 1917 
was a pacer bound affair of 3 4 
pages including the By-laws of 
the club and a list of members. 

Under "Equipment" arc listed 
two suits of long woolen under- 
wear. Also a tent as there were 
few shelters at that time. 

"For Food" it says, "bread (pref- 
erably made into sandwiches) and 
bacon will keep you going with 
little weight to carry." Tea, 
sugar, and condensed milk were 
the only other items mentioned. 

In what is now the Killing- 
ton Section only three trails 
were described; the Old Hotel 
road up Killington from the west, 
the Juggernaut from the cast, 
and thcLon.a Trail from Sherburne 
Pass. The trail south from 
Killington wasn’t opened until 
1918. 

There was an establishment 
in Sherburne Pass known as the 
Deers Lean Tea House "affording 
re s t and re f re shm ent . " 

There- was no water between 
Pico and Killington since the 
Trail used to be along the top 
of the ridge. 

The distance from Sherburne 
Pass to Killington is aiven as 
7 miles Instead of 5*7 miles. 
This should make Mary Jennings 
feel a lot better. 


RECREATION CONFER T CE 

The fifteenth annual rc-cre 
at ion conference to be held at 
the University of Mass, at Amherst 
March 17, has an interesting 
schedule lined up on its Program 
of the Mountaineering Section. 

Besides the sessions devoted 
to trails and shelters all over 
New England there arc to be talks 
and Dictures on "A Trip to Alaska" 
also' "To Katahd in and Mt Rainier." 

We know some folks from the 
Worcester Section are to be there. 
Sure do wish some of us from 
Killington Section e^uld attend. 


With the sun climbing higher, 
snow practically gone from our 
hills’ and pastures, sap running, 
and that good ea.rth smell in the 
air, it is time to begin thinking 
of hours to be spent- in the open. 

It won’t be long now before 
week-ends of camping and tripping 
will be occupying your time. 

Some early Saturday morning you 
will want to pack up the car with 
sleeping bags, camping equipment, 
and the family and be off to the 
woods. 

Where to go for an overnight 
camping trip and be able to drive 
right to the- door is the thought 
uppermost in the minds of many. 

This is important to those who 
have youna toddlers and babies 
or old folks in their family. 

To meet this demand we have 
in Vermont many beautiful State 
Parks that arc ideally situated 
and equipped for family camping. 

Grandma and grandpa, mother 
and dad, the new baby and the dog 
can all have the pleasure of 
wonderful hours spent out in the 
woods beside a lake, on the banks 
of a river, or high on a mountain. 
Of course all this takes a little 
study and planning but then that 
is where half the fun is to be had. 

Most of the State Parks arc 
equipped with Lean-tos, tent 
platforms, washrooms, drinking 
water, fireplaces and wood. 

The cooking problem has been 
eliminated so that it takes little 
or no experience to be a good cook 
today. Just buy the prepared food, 
open the package, add liquid, cook, 
and serve. 

If you arc interested in this 
type of vacation why not give it a 
try. I guarantee you will be b-^ck 
for more. 

For further information 
write for maps and folders of 
Vermont State Parks to: 

, Vermont Forest Service, 
Montpelier, Vermont. 

We arc fortunate to have so 
many beautiful vacation and camping 
spots in Vermont. We aren’t over 
crowded up here - yet, so peace and 
privacy may still be enjoyed. 
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Outing, Gh,, Charlotte Rutkowski 

PIAC2 - Gov, Clcr.icnt Shelter 

TIME - Sunday, April 22nd, 

Spring is in the air - the Trail 
nay be a little nuddy but Ik- sure 
everyone feels that urge to get out 
after a long winter , * 

If you didn't get started with 
the hike to 'guffum. Shelter, this is a 
good one to break in on, 

FLAGS - Little hock Pond 

THIS - Sunday, Hay 6th 

This is one hike that I'n sure no- 
one has to think twice before deciding 
to go on. It is a favorite with all 
who have been there and is destined to 
become one for the newcomer, but don't 
take ny word for it, cone along and 
sco for yourself. Don't forgot to 
bring along your fichpolcc and rubber 
boots — trout season, you know. 


Details of Outings, such as ncot- 
placc, starting time, etc,, will be in 
the Herald a day or two before each, 
event. In case you miss thorn or want 
further information call Outing Chair- 
man^ Charlotte Autkowski - Tel, 504-11 
or Pres, Churchill Scott - Tel, 2696, 


' rv-ro tt ■ rt ir ^ r m i mi r 


Day Catozzi has been added to the 
staff of 3H0KD and BLAZES, 

Staff members get no ; 'by :i lino, 
so sec if you can pick out his column. 


Since the last issue of SHOWS and 
3LAZD3 we have had three work parties 
at Spring Loire Camp, The bunlrs arc 
almost finished, (twenty feet long and 
seven and one-half feet vrf.de,) If 
that isn't large enough for a large 
party he can sleep crosswise. They 
arc built of soft wood, fir side up. 
Doesn't that sound comfortable ? 

They are guaranteed not to wrinkle, 
rumple, sag, bag, or pinch. If you 
can't sleep on these bunks we know 
why. 

On the -pril 1st trip we promis- 
ed a sunrise, Gross who got fooled? 
”ou did if you didn't go l llaudc 
Canty served us all with nice mince 
pies i 

The joists for the floor have 
been cut and lugged to the Camp. Lay 
the floor, hang the doors, grade 
around the foundation, and wo will 
have one of the best camos on the 
Trail, 

The Annual 1 looting comes on 
June 2nd this year. How about a big 
OpenAhouso on Sunday, June 3rd ? 

ITT/b row p..ig Y oii-I l?5i duds ? 

beginning with the Hay issue the 
nailing list for 3110113 and DLAZJ3 for 
the remainder of 1951 irf-ll be made up 
from the 19.51 membership list. 

If you have not already sent in 
your duos send the: 1 , to: 

Hiss .Hoanor lalkcr. Trees, 

67 banter Street, Rutland, Vt,, 
before Hay 10th to insure not missing 
a copy of your paper. 


- A ■ OAS'iT.O:iCEIICAL SCPL.U^-TCB 
t>y 

Danny Jennings 

"Give a nan a nilk pan full of 
hard-packed snox;; pour on a strcan of 
hot golden liquid. Lot it cool briefly 
and then with a "wooden stick about the 
size od your little finger, wind up the 
ribbons and you ore ready for one of 
life's top gastrononical experiences," 
Hayden Pearson recently -wrote in his 
colunn "Country Flavor," concerning 
sugar on snow. 

Wo are sure that those fifty or 
nore GLIC'crs who recently attended 
the Annual liaple Sugar Party at Camp 
Sangancn inPittsford, are in complete 
agreement uith Iir, Pearson's sentiments, 
Iir, and leas. Leone Smith x/crc hosts at 
the camp and our Section President, 
Churchill Scott uas chairman of the 
party. He uas assisted by a very 
capable committee. Our supper besides 
the sugar on snow included dill pick- 
les, doughnuts, and coffee. 

It was pleasant to sec some of 
the "old timers" at the party such 
as Tony Fusco, I-Iarjory Perkins and 
Fernand Bartlett, who washed all the 
dishes (Haude Canty, x;ho usually ends 
up as chief bottle washer herself, 
gave me strict instructions to say 
this about Ford. ) For some of the 
guests this was their first experience 
irith sugar on snow; .imong these, 
believe it or not, we.s our new Outing 
Chairman, Charlotte Rutkowsld. and 
also Bill Williams of New York, guest 
of liar jory Perkins, A Now Yorker wc 
can forgive, but a Vermonter ?? 

Square Dancing in the big rustic 
recreation room of Sangamon was tho 
chief entertainment in the evening. 

Calls wore given by Getty Page, Ping 
Pong was available for those othor- 
wisc inclined and a cheerful fire 
crackled in tho big stone fireplace. 

We also noticed that the inevitable 
canasta sneaked in somewhere and 
there were a fox/ loyal devotees of the 
game playing in the dining room. 

While most of us stopped to 
catch our breath bctxrcen the squares, 
iir, Bradder and his daughter, Ilavis 
Larson, gave an admirable demonstra- 
of ballroom dancing to the stirring 


strains of Strauss Waltzes, 

All in all, a s wc alxrays conclxxdo, 
it was a fine crowd, everyone had a 
good time, and wo are looking forward 
to our next outing, 

T IS IHIC TO 3UFFAI1 
liar jory Allard 

On Sunday, April 6th, about 2U 
members of the Section, 21 people and 
3 dogs, made the hike tc Buff am Shelter, 
The road x;as muddy, and in places there 
x;as still quite a bit of xzet snoxr, but 
the going wasn't bad for those xfho wore 
their xraterproof boots. 

Throe of tho girls got off to a 
good start by strolling past the turn- 
off and continuing for about three 
quarters of a mile up the road. They 
finally noticed the lack of blazes 
and turned back, but not before seeing 
the three buildings of the 3ear iountain 
Literary, Athletic, ilusic, and Art 
Club, Ltd, (really i ) and enjoying a 
xrondorful vie w. Fx.it ure hikers needn't 
■worry about taking this side trip by 
accident, though; tho turnoff is well 
blazed nox:» 

At the shelter, which was still 
surrounded by snow, a good fire was 
started in the stove and another in 
the outdoor fireplace. The dogs en- 
joyed barking at one another and 
begging for food, and the people en- 
joyed their dinners. 

After dinner a work party of six 
sot out for Spring Lake via Button 
I-Iill, Allegra Chapman and Tony Fusco 
painted ncx;, much needed blazes, while 
Craiguc Perkins, Bay Catozzi, Bill 
Allard, end Churchill Scott cleared 
away brush and blowdowns , 

Sane of the party stayed around 
the shelter talking, tending the fire, 
and clearing old branches off the bunks. 
Veteran hiker Tommy Field led a group 
of hikers on a short safari up the 
trail. It was cn this trip that Punch 
Conlon decided ho msn't meant to be a 
big game hinting dog. Or maybe those 
animal burr ox rs looked too damp and 
gloomy to be -worth his attention. 

On tho way down to the cars, some 
of us came ur^n r. : '^ol A Ford x/ith 


iiis rignt front wheel hub— deep in nue, 
.■/alt hakins and Fred Field worked amth n-.<? 
driver for about half an hour, and 
finally succeeded in sending the car 
with its seven passengers on its way 
down the hill. How they ever got up 
there in the first place is still a 
mystery, though. 

All in all, our hike was a pretty 
successful one, and we had a good tine. 
The country around the shelter should 
be really lovely in a few weeks, when 
things got green. But renenbor if 
you’re going to Buff an in the soring, 
wear your boots l 


SPRING CLUUIIIIG SUGGBSTION 

!-jhen you -are cleaning your closets, 
draws, shelves, and what nets, ga.thor 
together anything you are tired of and 
put it aside in a container FOB TIE 

T?77|.!7 M ri - '' Q • T 

This annual event is one of the 
eest money making schemes we knot; of. 

It is scheduled again for some time 
this fall. 


GKC SLIDBS SHOWN 

At a meeting of the Rutland Hone 
Study Group, Craiguc Perkins and 
Harold Valiqucttc showed the GHC Slides, 

A very nice job has boon done on 
this collection. It has boon brought 
up to 100 slides with a commentary 
book to go along with it. 

Those GHC Slides nay bo borrowed 
by any group interested. A call to 
.liss L, Tyc, Club Secretary at the 
office of the P.utlana Savings and Loan 
Association on Center St., Portland, 
will reserve thorn for you. 


ADDITIONS TO IElEBRSHIP LIST 

Janes White 
Edwqrd Handley 
llaudc Canty 
Tony Fusco 
Helen Field 
Fred Field 
Tommy Field 


LONG TF_.IL LODGE 

"Who owns the Long Trail Lodge?" 

We do, believe it or not l 
mortimor R. Proctor and :rs, Fletcher 
D. Proctor provided the funds to build 
and furnish the original Lodge as a 
homo for The Green Fountain Club. 

Paul W, Thayer was the architect and 
Charles P, Cooper, Willis II* Ross and 
Wallace II. Fay were the Building 
Committee. It was formally opened on 
December 1, 1923* 

"Isn’t it a hotel? " 

Wes, it is a hotel. It soon became 
evident that the operating expense of 
the Lodge as a Club house was much too 
great for the Club to carry alone so 
it was decided to take "paying guests." 
The setup for serving meals proved to 
bo unsuitable so the Club borrowed 
about 12,000 and built the dining 
room addition. After several years of 
operation under a Committee of the 
Clue no profit had been made and sev- 
eral deficits had been made up by 
borrowing more money from Ir. Proctor. 

In 1935 tho management of the Lodge 
was placed in the hands of professional 
hotel people. In that year Grover 
Wright, the present manager, came to 
the Lodge. During the next throe 
years business was reported to be very- 
good but the profits wore continually 
put into new construction at tho Lodge, 
.ib out this time the Pico Ski Area 
was dcvcloppod and a serious attempt 
to get winter business for the Lodge 
was made. It was soon found that tho 
Lodge couldn’t be satisfactorily heated 
in winter, so tho Club was induced to 
borrow about .-12,000 more and The Annex 
or "Cha.lct" was built. The previous 
year the Trustees had voted to pay 
'.'1,000 per year on the old debt but 
the prospect of bigger and better 
profits couldn't be resisted. Tho next 
year a nc T .; building program was pro- 
posed but the Trustees said, "No" and 
made it stick. Since then all new 
construction has been paid for by the 
people leasing the Lodge, 


To be concluded in the Hay issue 


of SlIOIE 0. 3IAZBS 


EXECUTIVE BOARD HEETS 

A meeting of the executive board 
of the Killington section was held 
Wednesday, i-iarch 21st, at the hone of 
Churchill Scott. Churchill, Ray 
Catozzi, Craiguc Perkins and Harold 
Valiquette attended, Alle.gr a Chapman 
cane to hand in her resignation as 
Photography chairnan, 

Churchill was appointed by letter 
from Prof. Buchanan as the chairnan 
of the 1951 Intorscctional outing at 
Perkins* canp in Rendon. The date has 
been tentatively set for August 25th 
and 26th, Larry Dean of Burlington 
and Jin Green of Worcester will assist 
bin. 

UOTICE 

another executive board neoting 
is scheduled for Friday, ..pril 20th, 
at 7; 30 p.n», also at Churchill 
Scott's hone, 

HERE .AID THERE 

It has been a long tine since 
as many dogs have been seen together 
on the Long Trail as at the Buffun 
shelter outing, "Susan" Chapr.ian, 
"Ginger" .Catozzi, "Teddy" Field and 
"Punch" Conlon nado up a formidable 
and noisy quartet in our canine nen- 
bership section. 

During the wall: into Buffun a- 
bout 25 Canada geese ’were seen and 
heard winging their military way 
northward in perfect V-fomation. 

Aany who had never before seen those 
large birds, who summer to the north, 
of us, experienced quite a thrill, 

While blazing the trail south of 
Spring Lake, .JLlegra Chapman and 
Tony Fusco came upon a tree stump so 
large that they couldn’t join hands 
around it. It was estimated to be 
about 12 - feet in circumference. 

’Twould be a good entry in the Largest 
Trees list if it wasn’t dead and gone. 


ABOUT FOLDS WE HHCW 

Tlio engagement cf Allegra Chapman 
was announced recently and we under- 
stand that she will he leaving us in 
June, Since joining the Killington sec- 
tion, she (and Susan) have been depen- 
dable supporters of all Club activities. 
Best Wishes, ..llogra, you and Susan 
will be missed on future hikes and work 
parties. 

Jimmy White, home from Harvard 
University for his spring vacation, 
showed up at a recent Spring Lake work 
party. 

We are glad to hear that Ins. Geo. 
Kirk is now at her home after having to 
spend several weeks at the Rutland 
Hospital, 

Hr s. Hacllurray has just returned 
from Florida where she spent the latter 
part of the T/ir.tor, 

Bob, Thelma, and David Perkins 
arc planning a weeks 1 comping trip in 
Kentucky sometime this month. We hope 
to have some details of the trip later, 

Aany of you will remember Fernand 
and Jeanette Bartlett, another of our 
brother and sister combinations. 

Fernand was in town over the 
Baster weekend arid we were pleased to 
soc him at our annual Sugar Party. 

Since leaving Rutland he has col- 
lected two degrees from .mherst, done 
recreation work in Hew York and in 
California, and is now studying at 
Ohio State. 

Jeanette served in the ARCS and is 
now married and living in Hew Jersey. 

It is always nice to have news of 
our Junior members and we are es- 
pecially glad to have then join us on 
outings when they are back in town. 

Jc missed’ the Yaliquettes 1 at the 
Sugar Part’'- . Their absence was explain- 
ed when we learned that they visited in 
How York over Baster. 


i 

l 
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G.K.C. ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 2 

The annual meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club will be held 
Saturday, June 2nd, at the Long 
Trail Lodge Annex. 

This is the annual meeting 
of the parent organization and . 
is an opportunity for members of 
all sections and members at largo 
to got together and discuss Club 
business. Trustees for the com- 
ing year will be elected at this 
meeting. Why not plan to be on 
hand and take an active part in 
plans for carrying on your Club's 
activities . 

Hie meeting will open at 
11 A.K. with the reports of offi- 
cers and committees. There will 
be a recess for dinner at 1 P.M, 
and the meeting will resume in 
the afternoon. 

At the close of the after- 
noon meeting there will be a 
meeting of the Trustees. This 
will be a good opportunity for 
those not involved in the Trust- 
ees meeting to get a little fresh 
air and exercise by exploring 
some of the many interesting 
short trails in the vicinity. 

Supper will be served at 
6:30 and a fine program has been 
arranged for the evening. Mrs. 
Mortimer Proctor will show her 
colored slides on Historic Vermont . 
We understand that arrangements 
have been made for Square Danc- 
ing to complete the day's activi- 
ties . 

Let's have Millington Sec- 
tion well represented, 

(See 'Coming Events' for Sunday 
plans . ) 


NEW CAMP FIRE LAW 
*>y 

Wilbur E. Br adder 
Asst. State Forester 

A new lav; dealing with for- 
est fire control which effects 
all hikers, was passed two weeks 
ago by the state legislature. 

The two sections of the law 
x^hich most concern us are as 
follows : 

Fires in woods; penalty A 
person who builds a fire in or 
adjoining any woods shall totally 
extinguish such fire before leav- 
ing it. A person who violates a 
provision of this section shall 
be imprisoned not more than 
thirty days or fined not more 
than 050 or both. 

lotting fires ; A person 
who enters upon lands of another 
and sets a fire that causes dam- 
age may be imprisoned not moro 
than 60 days nor less than 3Q 
days or fined not more than 0^00 
nor less than $10. 

This lav; as wc see it in the 
forestry service is based on our 
democratic way of life; that is, 
to own a home and land with the 
right to protect it against 
agression. 

Wc in the G.M.C. have shel- 
ters in which to build our cook 
fires, and they aro the safest 
and most logical places. There- 
fore this law shouldn't incon- 
venience any of us, taking for 
granted that wc aro able to hike 
from ono shelter to the next 
x;ithout another hot meal on the 
way . 

Use your head and play safe. 


COMING EVENTS 
by 

Charlotte Rutkowski 

TIME - SUNDAY, MAT 20 th 
PLACE - KILLIITGTON FEAN 

It's 42i|l feet above sea 
levell Sounds wonderful doesn't 
it? It's every bit that and 
more. Within a very short dis- 
tance of Rutland, you can see a 
beautiful panorama of many mount- 
ains. Veteran hikers will soon 
help you name some of the mount- 
ains in view. 


TIME - SUNDAY, JUNE 3rd 
PLACE - SPRING LAKE CALF. 

Opportunity knocks 1 Let's 
really celebrate and make a big 
day of this get-together at our 
new Spring Lake Camp. 

Scheduled for the day after 
the annual GMC meeting, it will 
be an excellent time for members 
of other sections staying over 
night, to attend its official 
opening. A bang up attendance 
will show them how proud wo are 
of it . 

LITTLE ROCKY FOND 

by 

Eleanor Walker 

On Sunday, May 6th, a group 
of 22 gathered at heldon School 
at 10 A.M. ready to start for 
Little Rocky Pond in Danby. This 
is a favorite hiko which is look- 
ed forward to by Killington Sec- 
tion members. 

Many young fishermen were 
in the group and spent the day 
fishing the brook end the Pond, 

Wc heard no report of any big 
catches during the day. 

The trail was in very good 
condition with only a few wet 
spot3 to be walked around. Due 
to the late season there were 
very feu of the usual spring 
flowers to be seen. 

'./hen we arrived at the shel- 
ter a Boy Scout troop ua3 just 


finishing a hearty dinner and we 
then used their fire to prepare 
our lunches . 

Before eating, some of the 
boys climbed the hill back of 
the Pond and reported a good 
view from the top. 

Members not fishing or ex- 
ploring the trails, spent the 
afternoon, believe it or not, 
reading the Sunday papers 1 

The return trip to the cars 
was made via the long way around 
the Pond. 

TOIiKY 

Some fellers want to grow to be 
Bold sailors, traveling 'ore the 

sea. 

Or maybe firemen, cops, or cow- 
boys. 

Or politicians making lots of 
noise . 

'./hen I get big I want to climb 
All the Green Mountains, on? at a 

time. 

With a pipe in my mouth, and a 
handy snack. 

I’ll start for the top and never 
look back. 

I may rest awhile in a shady 
nook, 

Or cool my toes in a rushing 
brook. 

(But if I should startle a little 
fawn, 

I'd walk right by and do him no 
harm. ) 

At night. I'll sleep by a roaring 
fire . 

What other comfort could one 
desire? 

I'll wink right back at the stars 
as they shine, 

For a Hiker's life is might fine. 

In a few more years, my legs will 
grow 

Quito big and strong, til then, 

I know 

My Daddy's back will have to do 
Because, you seo, I’m not quite 
two . 


Helen Field. 


CLEMENT SHELTER 
Maude Canty 

On April 22nd, eleven mem- 
bers of the Green Mt, Club met at 
Meldon School for the trip to the 
Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury. 

It was a gray day, the skies 
were dark - the sun breaking thro- 
ugh now and then - much like a 
day in November. The cars were 
left at the Swan bridge as the 
mud was plentiful in this locality* 

We hiked in from the bridge, 
passing the old Bert Swan home- 
stead, the Jockey Deer Camp, 
crossed the brook, and came to 
what had been the Howe Camp. The 
old fireplace with its chimney 
was all that was left, a lone mon- 
ument to mark where the camp had 
stood until it was destroyed by 
fire a few years ago. 

Following the brook wo came 
to the site of the old Blanchard 
Mill and boarding house, Not too 
many years ago logs wore piled 
high in this yard and load after 
load of lumber moved out over 
this same road to the business 
world. Just around the turn we 
came in sight of the Clement Shel- 
ter, open on one side and built 
of field stone with bunks, stove, 
and fireplace. It is out in the 
open with Robinson on one side 
and Jockey on the other, with 
Little Killington to the oast by 
way of the Long Trail* The shel- 
ter had wintered well and was in 
fairly good shape. 

After building the fires, 
one inside and one out in the 
open (for the fresh air girls), 
uc cooked and ate our mid-day 
meal. Thus fortified, the upper 
bunks were then repaired and our 
Castlcton member picked up the 
front yard, taking care of old 
tin cans, beds, cts,,and doing a 
good job too. 

Wondering what and how much 
damage the hurricane of 1950 had 
done to the trail, all hands went 
out, the ambitious ones clearing 
and chopping the trees away and 

(con't in next column) 


the others, well just enjO'-'ing ~n 

April day in the open. Patches 
of snow 1. hewed here and there but 
one little 'spring beauty' dared 
to bloom along-side cur path. We 
climbed up and up, feeling a bit 
guilty that we were taking our 
time and pleasure. Our Outing 
Chairman found several fungi of a 
rich red color, a rare speciman 
to us. The woods were so still 
not even a bird note was heard. 

Coming back to the shelter 
we were pleased to find Dick and 
Gretta Catozzi there just finish- 
ing their lunch. They had come 
in a hurry and were leaving in a 
hurry so we talked fast. 

Returning to the cars, we 
packed in and had gone only a 
short ways when we found Dick and 
Gretta who wore in 3uch a hurry, 
stuck fast in mud up to the car's 
hub caps. They were rescued with 
help and started on their way to 
Alb any . 

A good day for all, lots of 
exercise, some work done on the 
Trail, and good mountain air - 
a real reason for being in the 
Green Mountain Club. 

WORK PARTIES 

hr. Charles E. Smith of 
'Wallingford has been helping out 
on trail clearing. He has been 
for some time with the U.3. Forest 
Service in Colorado. Being in 
the East for a few months with a 
little spare time, he suggested 
doing a little trail work. He 
has been over the trail from 
Spring Lake to Clarendon Shelter 
and reports that it is in good 
shape * As soon as the snow is 
off he wants to get up on the 
Pico - Iiillington ridgo. Thanks 
a lot Charlie. It's people like 
you that make the Long Trail 
possible . 

Well, Spring Lake Camp is 
just about ready for the grand 
opening June 3rd. The floor is 
all in and the doors have been 
re-hung. Speaking of hanging, 
somebody had to talk pretty fast 
the day he forgot to pick up the 
man with the grub. 


LONG TRAIL LODGE 
(Continued from April issue) 

"To whom is the Lodge leased? " 

To Hr, L, G. Treadway. Grover 
Wright manages the -lodge for Mr, 
Treadway. 

'■'What income do we get from 
the Lodge ? h 

That will vary from year to 
year depending on the amount of 
business done. From about 1935 
to 19hl|. the leases on the Lodge 
were very complicated affairs. 

It was almost impossible to tell 
whether we came out ahead or be- 
hind in any year. In 191-ili after 
much discussion it was pretty 
well agreed that the Club would 
be better off if the income were 
more certain and we took less 
of the chances inherent in the 
resort hotel business, A five 
year lease along these linos was 
drawn up; However when this lease 
expired itiwas not renewed. After 
more than a year's delay the 
present five year lease was 
granted, giving Mr. Treadway _ 
additional privilages, lowering 
the guaranteed rental by a third, 
and reintroducing the idea of the 
Club's accepting part of the risk 
of doing business; If all goes 
well we should receive a minimum 
of v2200 a year for the next four 
years . 

"Do we have that money to 
spend on trails and shelters ?“ 

Ho, All income from the Lodge 
goes to reduce the Club's indebt- 
edness, and not to pay our oper- 
ating expenses. Since 19M-!- more 
than^half the money received 
from the Lodge lease has gone to 
pay just the interest on our debt. 
The debt still stands at almost 
(>17,000, It is only common sense 
to pay off this indebtedness as 
soon as possible. 

"How long will that take?" 

Who knows ? It looks as 
though it might bo done in six 
or seven years if nothing happens, 
"What could happen?" 

On previous occasions when 
the income from the Lodge was 


temporarily greater than the ex- 
pense we have been induced to 
make some capital addition such 
as a new building. It could 
happen again in spite of our best 
efforts. Also, if war or near- 
war conditions make the operation 
of the Lodge impossible or un- 
profitable would Mr, Treadway con- 
tinue to pay the rental money and 
also keep up the property as re- 
quired in the lease ? Certainly 
when the lease runs out in 1954- 
we would have to make further 
concessions, under war time con- 
ditions, in order to keep the 
property rented. And wo must keep 
it rented, because it would cost 
us about a 2 500 for insurance, 
taxes, and caretaker, to say noth- 
ing of upkeep, just to own the 
place, if we didn't rent it. 

We couldn't pay that so vie would 
either have to sell it at the best 
price wo could get under the cir- 
cumstances, or ride further back 
on the treadmill of debt by 
further b or r ow i ng , 

"But suppose nothing like that 
happened and vie did finally pay 
off the debt, what then ? " 

Wo would still be in the Hotel 
business with all the worries and 
uncertainties. The Green Mountain 
Club was not organized to operate 
hotels but to maintain the Long 
Trail and its shelters* If it is 
desired that the Club should have 
a reliable source of income, wo 
should invest our capital in 
Unitod States Bonds ^ and stop 
gambling in the Hotel business, 

"How could wc do that 5 " 

From among those who believe 
the Long Trail Lodge is a good 
investment, it should not be dif- 
ficult to set up a group of accept' 
able people to own and operate 
the property. Wo could turn over 
to them our title and in return 
they could set up a trust fund to 
be invested in Government bonds 
the income from which, but not 
the principal, would be available 
for Club use. 

"Well, why don't wc do that ?" 

Well, why don't we ? 


A CAI-2P IrTG TRIP THROUGH THE 
C Ij lALLR ! Go 

As told by Robert Perl:ins and 
condensed by the editor. 

(This trip was taken by 
Robert, Thelma, and David Perlrins 
early in April, starting from 
their hone in Cincinnati, Ohio.) 

Leaving Cincinnati early 
Sunday morning we crossed the 
Ohio river and headed directly 
South through the bluegrass coun- 
try of Kentucky. 

The rolling country became 
more hilly as we approached the 
Cumbcrlands. Our first night out 
wa3 spent at Cumberland Falls 
State Fark, The woods hero wore 
not too unlike Vermont; mixed 
hard and soft wood, hut of the 
evergreens, the pines predominated. 
The Falls were 125 feet wide and 
had a drop of 6 5 feet. There is no 
bridge across the Cumberland at 
the Falls. The only means of 
crossing is by a one car, cablo 
ferry. This was not in operation 
that day so wo were not able to 
cross to the developed part of 
the Park. We had no trouble in 
finding a camping 3pot, however, 
and proceeded to sot up the tent 
and get supper, t.o crawled into 
bod right after supper and almost 
immediately it started to rain. 

Honday morning we crossed 
the Cumberland I iount ains to the 
upper valley of the Tennessee 
River, It was in this section 
that we saw the “hill-billies 1 '. 

The little 3hacks in the gullies, 
the side hill farms, and the 
pooplc themselves were suprising - 
ly like those depicted in the 
funny papers. 

Proceeding on to Knoxville 
and then to Gatlinburg wc entered 
The Great Smoky mountain National 
Park. There was frost that night 
but inside our tent we wore 
merely cool, not cold. 

The next morning we drove to 
the top of Newfound Gap at an el- 
evation of 5000 feet. The view 


was completely a wilderness one, 
the only sign of civilization was 
the now highway winding up from 
either side. From the top of the 
Gap there is a road which follows 
the top of the ridge for about 7 
miles and climbs another 1000 feet. 
As wc got near the 6000 foot 
level the clouds were blowing 
across the ridge and all the trees 
were outlined in white frost. In- 
between clouds the sun shown on 
the trees making a pretty sight. 

In the afternoon we visited 
Norris Dam, one of the early 
TVA projects, and then continued 
to Oak. Ridge, The diffusion 
plant itself is still in a restrict 
cd ar or. and cannot be seen but a 
lot of the associated activity is 
in plain sight and one can got a 
good idea of the size of this 
huge project. In the unrestricted 
area there is everything needed 
for a town a little la.rgcr than 
Burlington, Vt. There is a small 
musoum of atomic energy with many 
interesting displays and exhibits 
but wc did not have time here for 
more than a quick once over. 

Vo spent Tuesday night in a 
Trailer Camp for Cumberland lit. 
State Park has ho accomodations 
for o ve might c amping . 

I must put in a good word 
for the Tennessee State Parks. 

The four wc visited wore excellent. 
Many of them are quite large and 
it would be worth while to** spend 
three or four days in some of them. 

Wednesday night was spent at 
Iinr.i©th Cave National Park. This 
Park is open all year' round and 
the hotel was doing a thriving 
business. e were the only camp- 
ers- Next morning wo took an 
hour and a half trip into the cave 
There arc 150 miles of explored 
passageways so we didn’t quite sec 
it all. 

Vie left Lammoth Cavo about 
noon and drove north, past Fort 
Knox, across the Ohio at Ixmisvillo 
and across the corner of the State 
of Indiana to make five states. 

Wo were back in Cincinnati early 
Thursday eve: ing. 



TRAIL CONDITIONS 

With the exception of a 
two mile stretch Jurit. south of 
Killington, all our main trail 
has been ''gone over" and tho 
blazes painted. It is fit for 
use . 

The section from the Lodge 
to Killington was worked on 
Juno 10th by Charlie Smith, 

Pote Perkins, Bradley Sanborn, 
Churchill Scott, Tony Pu3co, 
and Craigue Perkins. All blow- 
downs have been removed except 
for a few yards at one spot 
where it was found best to swing 
the trail around an especially 
bad mess. 

Little damage w«s found 
for a mile south of Killington. 
Then comes tho two mile stretch 
of unknown quality. Between 
this and Clement Shelter there 
is considerable sawing to do 
but the trail is well marked. 

Prom the Clement Shelter 
to Clarendon Shelter there 
are only a few logs to be sawed. 
There was little storm damage 
and the trail is open. Some 
brushing out may be necessary. 

Prom Clarendon Shelter to 
the Spring Lake Shelter tho 
trail has been thoroughly 
worked. From there to tho Gulf 
Road there is but one spot need- 
ing further attention. 

For this time of year our 
trail is probably in average 
condition which is a good re- 
port considering the hurricane 
damage in other places. 


GMC ANNUAL JuhTI.'G 

Mr. Roy B. Woo de It on of 
New York city was elected pres- 
ident of the Green Mountain Club 
at the annual meeting held June 
2nd at the Long Trail Lodge. 

Other officers elected wo re 
John H. Vondell of Amherst , Mass , , 
vice president; Earl A, Boyce of 
Proctor, Vt., treasurer; and 
¥, M. Mitchell of Worcester, 

Mass , , auditor. 

Craigue S. Ferkins was 
re-elected clerk and Miss Lulu 
M, Tyc of Rutland was re-elected 
corresponding secretary. 

About sixty members attend- 
ed the mooting. 

In tho evening slides 
depicting the history of Vermont 
were shown by Mrs. Mortimer 
Proctor, 

Following the showing of 
the slides a square dance was 
held. The calls wore given by 
Ernest Anderson of the Nc\^ York 
section. 

Some of tho out of state 
members stayed at the Lodge 
while others camped at Tucker. 

New York, Worcester, 
Burlington, and Killington 
Section members hiked to Spring 
Lake Sunday morning to see our 
new Spring Lake Camp. The day 
was cloudy but that didn't 
dampen tho spirits of the crowd. 
There was much jocular talk 
about scraping feet before enter- 
ing the now camp. Excuses were 
made for not having the landscap- 
ing completed. No rose bushes etc. 


KILLING-TON HIKE, KAY *C , 19pl 
by 

- Carol 'j:~. McClookey 

Our hike started from Kel- 
don School, at about 9 A. II., 
when we set out up the road to 
Kendon mountain, turning off just 
after we crossed a concrete 
bridge and following a dirt road, 
Ue parked our cars and proceeded 
on foot up a dirt and gravel 
road for what seemed like several 
miles . 

The day was hot and we stop- 
ped at an old lumber camp to get 
a drink of water. Since we had 
time, we investigated the inside 
of the camp, and discovered that 
the men had taken pictures from 
the covers of Sunday supplements 
and decorated the inside of the 
camp. Right in the middle of a 
bevy of lesser-known movie star- 
lets was a large picture of 
Hop along Cassid;^, 

After passing a second group 
of old buildings, we really start- 
ed to climb. It was on the way 
up that we discovered a porcu- 
pine crossing the trail. He 
started to climb a tree and had 
gotten a good way up when we de- 
cided it would add spice to our 
meal to have a nice liver to 
cook. Mr. Perkins attended to 
the details of shaking the porcu- 
pine out of the tree and obtain - 
ing the liver. 

It was around noon when we 
reached the shelter on Kill ing ten . 
So far the weather had been beau- 
tiful, but it wa3 a little sultry 
and we expected rain. We ate 
our lunch and then proceeded to 
cook the porcupine liver. For- 
tunately for those who wanted to 
eat it there were only three who 
carod to try it. The rest watch- 
ed us apprehensively. 

Lunch gave us strength to 
proceed to the peak of Millington. 
Although this was almost straight 
up, it seemed the least difficult 
part of the trail. Wo had boon 


told that the thing to do was to 
go up without looking back until 
wo reached the very top, in or- 
der that wo would fully appreci- 
ate the view. 

'.Jo could sco what seemed to 
be the whole staco when wo reach- 
ed the top of the mountain. 

Some of our members more famil- 
iar with the mountains nointed 
out Mansfield and Canolas Hump. 
The day was evidently not clear 
enough so that vc could see 
Lake Champlain, which was too 
bad. Wo sat around on top, 
drinking in the breath- tailing 
view and talking, until it start- 
ed to sprinkle. The contrast of 
the hot weather down on the first 
part of the trail and the cool- 
ness of the top was striking, 
and, I think, appreciated. 

It was with reluctance that 
wo left the summit of Millington 
and went down to the civilised 
world of Rutland again. For 
that one brief afternoon on the 
top of Millington wc had been 
above everything else and look- 
ing down on the world in which 
wc ordinarily live. 

ABOUT F0LK3 KK MITOW 

Marjorie Allard has just 
received her 3.3. in Homo Econo- 
mics from the University of Vt,, 
and expects to teach this fall. 

Danny Jennings is attending 
the Rod Cro33 Aquatic 3chool at 
Bcckct, Mass. He will receive 
training there for instructing 
in 3wir.ir.iing and Life Baving! 

Eill Allard has completed 
his first year at U.V.M. At pre- 
sent ho is working as a carpen- 
ter’s helper. This training will 
come in handy on GMC shelters! 

Marjory Perkins, a student 
at Emerson College, is at homo. 
3ho will spend the summer in- 
structing at the 3 winning pool. 


QUEER WOODS MOISES 
by 

Allegra Milano 

Some of the old woodsmen, 
like Getty Page, think they have 
heard all the woods noises there 
are to hear, hut even that boy 
suffered a mild shock, when walk- 
ing in to Tucker Lodge on 
Sunday, May 13 , about L|. PM. He 
had never heard a chant like 

" so, of course wo have many 

and various tests for determining 
liver function; many of these 
you technologists have performed 
and are familiar with . 11 

Well, that is the sound that 
startled poor Mr. Page from his 
pleasant reveries as he hiked 
the Long Trail, After a little 
investigation, ho found that the 
group surrounding the speaker 
was the Vermont Society of Med- 
ical Technologists and included 
some 15 members of said group, 
all seated in front of Tucker 
Lodge and listening intently. 

Dr. Wm. Pratt, a Rutland 
physician, was the speaker and 
his wife was a guest of the group. 

The folks came from Barre, 
Burlington, and surrounding areas. 
They were very pleased with the 
facilities on the Long Trail and 
had many questions about the 
shelters and trail. 

The meeting was very success- 
ful; the supper was devoured- - 
very few morsels remaining and 
the coffee, made in the Killing- 
ton Section’s coffee pot was the 
best ever grounds and all. 

That was one meeting that 
even Susan didn’t mind attending. 
The entire group thanks the 
Killington Section for use of the 
Lodge and they liked the idea so 
well that it will be repeated 
for future meetings and private 
parties. You never know what you 
will see or hear on the Long 
Trail. 


Our coffee pot has been 
referred to as "Black Beauty" . 
This should please some of the 
gang. 


\ PAINT 

by 

Susan 

Now , that we are in Jersey, 

Allegra says, "Well, Susan, at 
least we got the trail painted, 
didn't wo?" Huh ! She means 
I got it done — je'ps — every 
night after work, on Saturdays - 
all the time- I'd have to drag 
her out on to the trail and 
practically do the painting for 
her. But she finally finished 
it, the day of the Killington 
hike , 

(Don't know if that girl re- 
members - she is in the clouds 
somewhere now- but there is a 
piece of trail just south of 
Cooper that has not boon paint- 
ed- someone will got lost there). 

Anyhow we met lots of 
different creatures while paint- 
ing and wc had never been on 
some parts of the trail. When we 
s aw that thing with the funny 
face 'coon' - they call it-- 
Allegra said, "How come wo hadn't 
boon on this piece of trail 
before -- it is beautiful," How 
can I make her got out- she is 
so lazy I 'I'rail is p rc tty, down 
below Clement tho-- try it some- 
time, Water is cool on the feet 
too. 

So now we arc in the painting 
business. Allegra calls it 'Art' 
and says she always wanted to b^ 
an artist and guesses this is it. 
Any corrections about our paint 
job, or suggestions can be sent 
to Mrs. Frank Milano, 

63 Washington Place, Toanock,N.J. 

But- maybe you had better 
send them to MR. Frank Milano 
(he's the something new that had 
boon added) cuz I hoar tell that 
he's the boss now J 


Keep in mind tho dates of 
Aug. 25th and 26th for the 
INTERSECT I ONAL, Lct.'s make it 
a big event again this year. 

It will be held in Mendon. 
More details will be forthcoming 
in the July and August issues of 
SMOKE & BLAZES , 


COMING EVENTS 
Charlotte Rutkowski 
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TIKE - Sunday, June 17th 
PLACE - Camel's Hump 

We've seen it from afar and 
no;; is our opportunity to really 
go up Camel's Hump. Many nice 
trails leading over this" mountain 
ought to make a very enjoyable 
hiko. As it is a fairly long 
drive to the starting point and 
we would like to be on the trail 
by 11; 30, we plan to leave the 
he 1 don School at 3:30. How 
about getting up early and join- 
ing us? Here's to a good day l 

Til IE - Saturday, June 30 th 
TOE cs -lit. Carmel 

See Vermont the GHC way l 

The summit of lit, Carmel is 
about a two mile hike from where 
you park your car. You won't be 
disappointed when you get there 
either, because the view is ex- 
cellent! There is a shelter on 
tho way where we can stop and 
have an early supper. 

TIME - Sunday, July l5th 
PLACE - Lake Pleiad 

Remember the swell time we 
had on the hike to Lake Pleiad 
last year? One of the largest 
groups on any one hike enjoyed a 
day of swimming, boating, and 
hiking. Fun for everyone! 1 You 
shouldn't miss this one. 

ADD IT 10 IIS TO THE MEMBERSHIP 
LIST - 1951 

Clara Bcntlcy 
Warren Bergstrom 
Ililma Erickson 
C-corgc He Mas ter 
George Sherman 
George Tapp an 
Eleanor Toth 


OUR BEST JISHJS TO - 

Janet Perkins and John Martin 
who wore married on June 9th, 

Jan and Jack have hiked with us 
in the past and we shall look for- 
ward to having them with us again 
whenever they are in this locality, 

ALSO TO - 

Allcgra Chapman and Frank 
Hclano who were married recently. 

W c hope that Allcgra will still 
be able to find blazes to paint 
and that 'Susan' won't d i s c o v or 
that 'three is a crowd 1 . 


WHO BUILT THE IT Hi SHELTER? 

Who bxiilt the now shelter? 

”1", said Ralph Congdon. 

’’The spot where it stands 
Is part of my lands. 

I hope there's no wrong done! 

I built the new shelter." 

.Jho built tho new shelter? 

"I i! , said GeSLe Spaulding, 

"I got the permission 
And chose tho position, 

Then an arm chair I've lolled in, 
I built tho new shelter . 11 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I did"', said Pearl. 

"I carried in boards 
There must have been cords 1 
Pretty good for a girl. 

I built the new shelter." 

Who built the new shelter? 

■'I did", said Fred. 

"I sweated and toiled 
Until my blood boiled. 

I thought I was dead. 

I built the new shelter. 1 ’ 

(con't. on next page) 


Who built the new shelter' 

"I", said Maude Canty. 

"The men like to eat 
So I gave them a treat. 

Mince pies were my ante. 

I built the new shelter.' 1 

Who built the now shelter’ 

"It was I, Billy Allard. 

I carried each rafter, 

And guess what came after! 

Pork chops and more salad. 

I built the new shelter.' 1 

Who built the new shelter? 

"Why, I did' 1 , said Vera. 

"Just move over. Bub. 

I rustled the grub. 

I win the tiara. 

I built the new shelter.' 1 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I did' 1 , said Harold. 

"I gave the instructions. 
Without my deductions 
The plan was imperilled. 

I built the new shelter.. 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I did", said Eleanor. 

"I meant nothing vicious. 

If a girl is ambitious 
There's simply no quellin' her. 
I built the new shelter." 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I", said Craigue Perkins. 

"I've argued all comers. 

Both winters and summers 
Infesting the workin's. 

I built the new shelter . " 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I, fragile Miss Chapman 
Have wielded a hammer 
And added the glamour. 

So stand up and clap, man. 

I built the new shelter." 


Who built the new shelter? 

"I, Ray Catozzi. 

When the others were dizzy 
On the roof I was busy" 

(The question is, was he? ) 

"I built the new shelter." 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I did", said Mary. 

"I washed the kettles 
They used for their vituals. 
And dirty! Yes, very „ 

I built the nev shelter." 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I", said Walt Ilakins . 

"Why that was a cinch. 

I'd build two in a pinch 
If they'd furnish the mailin' s. 
I built the nev/ shelter." 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I did", said Ruth. 

"I think it's a shame 
I can't write my name 
On the sice walls, for soothl 
I built the new shelter." 

Who built the new shelter? 

"I did", said Tony. 

"I built the bunk 
And all of that junk. 

All these guys are phoney! 

I built the new shelter." 

'./ho built the nev/ shelter? 

"I did* My name's 3cott. 

Prom ny discipline stern 
The boldest soon learn 
That I ’ r.a boss of the lot. 

I built the nev/ shelter." 

,/ho built the new shelter? 

"We did", said the rest. 

"We're all on the list. 

It wouldn't exist 
If we couldn't say just 
WE built the new shelter." 
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CAMEL'S HUMP 

b y 

Maxine Uewhall 

The trip to Camel ' 3 Hump, 

June 19, was a pleasant one, in 
spite of threatening weather ea> 
ly in the morning. Nineteen peo- 
ple and one dog, packed in five 
cars, left the KelGon School al - 
most on schedule; and we reached 
North Buxbury by eleven o'clock. 

The cars were left at the 
start of the Forestry Trail, 
where the first of many excellent 
signs showed a three mile hike to 
the summit. This first part of 
the trail went up over a shoulder 
of the mountain at an easy grade, 
through cool shady woods - which 
unfortunately did nothing to dis- 
courage the flies. After a little,- 
however, we came to a branch trail, 
where another of those signs an- 
nounced that while we were still 
less than half way to the top, 
Montclair Glen Lodge was a mile 
and a bit to the south. Since it 
was already past noon, the famish- 
ed advance guard took a vote, and 
we all went to the Lodge for lunch 
before climbing to the top. 

The Lodge is a pretty little 
closed cabin, with a pot-bellied 
stove, and it seemed especially - 
nice that day . . .with fresh boughs 
on all the bunks 1 The weather 
lias very much in our favor, while 
we were hiking, it was overcast 
and cool, yet when we were sitting 
in and around the Lodge, the sun 
came out bright and warm. 

After dealing with the food 
in a business-like way, we start- 


ed up the mountain from the south. 
Close to Montclair Glen, the trail 
goes up over a bare rocky cliff, 
and along a ridge to the foot of 
the main peak. This cliff and 
ridge was for many of us the : 
nicest part of the whole trip, 
since it rises in steps, and just 
when your wind is utterly done, 
levels off and gives you a view 
to take your mind off your troub- 
les . 

The main peak, looming at 
the end of the ridge, looked im- 
possibly huge and steep; and the 
trail went straight up, with only 
a zig here and a zag there to 
case the pace. It seemed a long 
steep climb through trees, then 
scrub, and finally over bare 
ledge to the post that nsjrkb 
the highest hummock on the very 
top. In spite of the ovei’cast 
and a sudden spate of fog, we 
could see range after range of 
wooded hills rolling away in 
all directions ... sloping off to 
the west into Lake Champlain, and 
beyond it surging higher than 
ever . 

Coming down the Forestry 
Trail, we were late enough to 
think about getting back to the 
cars before dark, with a long 
ride home, .leant attention was 
paid to the thrush, singing his 
Angelus, and that special scent 
and sight of woods around sunset. 
That's just ordinary Green Moun- 
tain detail. 

As the man said about the 
str axrberries, doubtless God 
could have made better mountains 
...but doubtless he never did. 


2 


SPRIKG LAIkE CAKP - JUKE 3, 1931 
b 7 

Roy Buchanan 

This trip was to start from, 
the usual meeting place the lie It 
don School at 9‘-30 A.K. We 
north country foreigners were 
still groggy from the stirring 
events of the G11C Annual Hecting 
so it was no wonder that we were 
staggering, less than half way 
down the mountain at the appoint- 
ed time. Apparently our Rutland 
hosts expected us to he late, or 
else they are naturally polite, 
or both, for they calmed our agi- 
tation with soothing words and 
urged us to leave our low slung 
Hudson and ride in the Perkins 
car. Ho doubt they remembered 
from last year how the Hudson 
blocked the road as it stalled c" 
on every hill and how it scraped 
off the middle of the road for 
much of the way. Of course we • 
argued against smooching a ride 
like that but were careful not 
to say enough to lose it. And 
so we arrived at the camp's park- 
ing lot without getting lost and 
with most of what wc needed back 
in the car in Rutland. 

There was a good crowd al** 
ready at the camp when wc arrived 
and more to come who had elected 
to hike and not ride. It was a 
suprise to find the camp nearly 
done, even though Smoke & Blazes 
has told how well the building 
has progressed. However, someone 
should stabilize the points of 
the compass there. The Rutland- 
ites consistently point south- 
west and claim that it is north. 

The Valiquette stove was 
working well and its heat was wel- 
come, though 33 people seem to be 
too many to warm \^ith a 33*- stove, 
even though it is equipped with 
a built in poker. That; figures 
at lp' per person and some of them 
barelegged at that. 

The coiled pipe anchors that 
hold the camp on an even keel 
no matter how the winds blow o^ 


how ^adly the points of the com- 
pass shift, are decidedly interest- 
ing. I doubt whether the build- 
ing can fall again unless it tears 
off the whole hill top. 

Thi3 day the clean coffee 
pot gang was in power so that it 
was a wonder that the coffee boil- 
ed at all (I'm a dirty' pot man 
myself.) I suppose that the cheap 
stove heat added to that gener- 
ated in the argument between the 
cold water factions and the boil- 
ing water advocates was responsi- 
ble for the speedy boiling and 

so coffee was served. As usual 
it was wonderful, no matter how 
it was made . 

As soon as the coffee aroma 
spread over the landscape, the 
hikers (mostly* from Worcester) 
appeared over the trail from 
Buffum. The stove even cooked 
their lunch wrapped’ in foil and 
laid on top. That stove can do 
anything l 

The day was cloudy with no 
very good views but after lunch 
it cleared a little - enough to 
put north back where it belongs, 
to allow glimpses down toward the 
airport, and to improve the view 
of Spring Lake. After inspecting 
the wonderful wood supply , the 
toilet location and the porky 
gnawing it was time to start for 
home . 

VJe came back to Rutland by 
wny r of Route 103A, with a call on 
lir . and airs. >J .V . otor.ii at one 
Trail crossing. The Hudson was 
waiting patiently, dragging ^no 
closer to the pavement and full 
of the thing 3 we had needed. 

And so endeth the trip to 
Spring Lake. 

( We regret that since the 
Juno issue came out a couple of 
days early, in order to announce 
the Camel's Hump trip this re- 
port from Prof. Buchanan did not 
arrive in time to be included. 

We think you will enjoy it just 
as much now, and wc 're HOT sorry 
we asked him to write iti Ed.) 


A STRAWBERRY HIKE TO 
SIRING LAKE 

by 

Orilla AliLard. 

An urge to ©at, Bhorteakc 
made from. wild strawberries took 
Eleanor Walker, Mary Jennings, 

Vera Perkins, Pearl Nichols, 

Thelma Valiquette, and me to 
Spring Lake on June 25th. It 
was a perf ectsnummcr day — Vera, 
Mary and I left at 2:30 P.M. to 
pick the terries and start supper. 
Everyone had grave doubts that we 
would even find berries (Vera 
brought berries from her garden, 
just in case) - Vera brought a 
small portable oven to cook the 
shortcake in. 

It was my first trip to 
Spring Lake-- The view just fair- 
ly took my breath away-- and I 
marvolcd at the grand job done- 
on the nextf shelter by the Killing- 
ton Section members. The porkios 
had visited the shelter and had 
spread things around a bit. In- 
cidentally, we saw the biggest 
"porlcie" that we had ever soon-- 
-- Vera thought it was a goat J 
I'm happy to tell you that 
we found lots of wild straw- 
berries, and we got right to work 
on them. We were nearly finished 
picking and hulling the berries 
When Mary J. looked $p with the 
most woebegone look on her face, 
and said, "I forgot the Bisquick] 1 ' 
(Yes, Craigue, wo had a list-- 
wo just forgot to check it ] ) 

After much discussion, we decided 
to hike down toward the lake in 
search of the Bisquick. We end- 
ed up at the Sarcka place whore 
Mrs, Sarcka very graciously gave 
us the makings of shortcake. It 
was such a lovely day we enjoyed 
the long walk down and bad-:. 

We got back to the shelter 
in plenty of time to start a 
roaring fire in the Valiquette 
camp stove. When the other three 
girls arrived supper was ready - 
even the lovely big shortcake 
that baked beautifully in the 
little oven. After supper wc 


^ had a lire tc pid: more carries 
to bring heme for breakfast. We 
all had such a good time and the 
berries were such a treat that wo 
decided to come again when other 
; kinds of berries were ripe. 

Just as a suggestion - how 
about a yearly Strawberry Festival 
Hike for the G.M.C. ? 


COMING EVENTS 

Hy 

Charlottc Rutkowski 

TIME - Saturday, July 23th 

Place- Elfin Lake £: White Rocks 

The swimming season is right 
at its peak at this time of year 
and what could be nicer than a 
swim at Elfin and a picnic supper 
at White Rocks J 

This is really one for the 
whole family from Grandpop down 
to little Junior. 

If you can't make it down 
to Lake Elfin in the afternoon, 
wo'll sec you later c.t White Rocks 
for scippcr, 

TIME - Sunday August 12th 
PEECACE - Hapgood Pond 

This is one of our nicest 
Green lit. National Forest Parks, 
Swimming , camping, picnicking, 
and nature trails - sounds won- 
derful doesn't it ? Bring your 
week-end guests along, they'll 
enjoy it too. 


ADDITIONS TO TIIE MEMBERSHIP 
LIST - 1951 

Susie Cole 
Marlene Logan 
Bernard LafonG 
John Martin 
Carl Ncwhall 
Maxine Ncwhall 
Ellen Russell 
Harry Russell 
Ernest E, Wheeler 
Gerald Wheeler 
Dr, Earle Johnson 


FROIi A LIFE 1 ;i3vBER - AT - LARGE 

The following letter receiv- 
ed by Kiss Tyo shortly after the 
Annual Meeting shows an active 
interest in the Long Trail and a 
true C-KC spirit. The suggestions 
are worth thinking about. 

Vt. State Hospital 

Waterbury, Vt. 
or 

Arlington, Vt. 

The Green Mountain Club 
Rutland, Vermont. 

Enclosed is a snail contri- 
bution toward upkeep of trails . 

If I were a young nan instead of 
an elderly woman, I should count 
it a privilege to take a more 
active part in the work of keep- 
ing the trails open. 

I an actually doing what" I 
can to keep some of the picnic 
places tidy/, but can not do 
enough so that it would over be 
noticed. Frequently during the 
seimmcr I have occasion to drive 
across the Trail and habitually 
try to make my crossing at a 
suitable time for my solitary pic- 
nic lunches. At whatever cross- 
ing I find plenty -o£‘ evidence 
that other motorists have been 
using the spot as a picnic ground, 
and I always leave the place a 
little cleaner than I find it. 
Quite recently I have equipped 
my car with strong paper bags and 
a pair of kitchen tongs, so that 
my time can be used to better 
advantage . 

The following suggestions 
might better have boon offered 
at the meeting last week, but did 
not occur to me until later. I 
should like to see receptacles 
for waste placed at some of the 
crossings used for picnic grounds; 
and I think it would encourage - 
motorists to use then if someone 
who is skillful at rhyming would 
compose a few facetious little 
couplets to be printed on water- 
proof material and attached to 


nearby trees. A serious request 
to deposit waste is usually dis- 
regarded, but some people might 
respond bettor to a playful sug- 
gestion. 

Gro.ce K* Kent. 

Dr. Kent retired from 'her 
practice in Massachusetts and 
came to Arlington, Vt., to make 
her home She is currently engag- 
ed in some research which she has 
long wanted to do and is carry- 
ing out this project at the State 
Hospital in IJatcrbury, Vt. 

ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Jimmy White is working for 
the U.3. Forest Service again 
this summer doing trail clearing 
on the Long Trail in the Ration- 
al Forest. 

Marjorie Allard has accepted 
a position as Home Economics 
teacher at the Host Rutland High 
School for the next school year. 

We hope she will not be too busy 
to hike with us sometimes . 

Bob, Thelma, and David Perkins 
arc at home for a vacation be- 
fore going to Ann Arboi, Michi- 
gan, where Bob will be doing 
research work during the coming 
yrear. They cxpoct to leave about 
the 1 CIS t of July. 

Mary Jenning3 has returned 
from Wellesley, Lass., where she 
spent a week attending the Rod 
Cross Home nursing Instructor's 
Training Institute held there. 

I ary Is now an accredited Train- 
er of Homo Nursing Instructors. 

Ilf . CARMEL TRIP 

This was one of the rare oc- 
casions when a hike was complete- 
ly rained out. Three carloads of 
optimists drove as far as Mountain 
Top in the hope that it would 
clear but finally had to concede 
it was not 'just a shower'. 
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KILLIITGTOIT WORK PARTY I LANS 

by 

Churchill Scott 


^ — - T3.U 

August!^ 


Tlic plans for the 1951 
GKC Intorsectional to ho held 
the Perkins Camp Saturday and 
Sunday, August 25 and 26 have 
been completed. 

The following Committee 
Chairmen have been named: 


Reception - C. 
Wood - P . 

Coffee - C. 
Hikes - C. 

Camp Fire - J. 
Tent ing - H . 


at 


Per kins 

Perkins 

Scott 

Rutkow3lci 

Green 

Valiquette 


Craiguc and Kary Perkins 
have said that they will bo in 
Camp Friday, August 2ij., to wel- 
come any early arrivals. A few 
tents will be available for those 
who need then. 

Jim Green has offered to 
take charge of the campfire pro- 
gram Saturday evening. After 
last year's enjoyable time every- 
one can look forward to more fun 
this year. 

In addition to the old 
stand-by hikes of Killington, 

Pico, Doer's Leap, Tucker and 
Noyes Pond, two new hikes have 
been listed for Sunday. They 
arc White Rocks and Bird lit, 
which some people may enjoy 
climbing . 

Let's have the Killington 
Section got behind this Inter- 
sectional and make it a big 
success and be well represented 
there both Saturday and Sunday. 

Churchill Scott, Chairman. 


Sunday Aug. 19tli has been 
chosen by the Trails and Shelters 
committee as a day to work on 
Cooper Lodge and the Bucklin 
Trail and the Long Trail south 
to Consultation Point. 

Cooper Lodge needs quite a 
bit of work. The roof leaks a 
groat deal, half a dozen lights 
of glass must be replaced, some 
sash repaired and the wood croo- 
soted . 

There are about a dozen 
blow-downs to be cut out of the 
Bucklin Trail and an unknown 
amount of hurricane damage south 
of Killington. When that piece 
of Trail is done the Killington 
section of Trail will be complete- 
ly free of b low-downs . 

All of that xjork cut out for 
us means that everyone who is 
able should try to come and give 
us a hand. The group will meet 
at Lcldon School at 8 A. II. Sunday, 
August 19th. Dinner will be serv- 
ed by the club, so make your res- 
ervations with C. Scott, Tel. 2698 
or C, Perkins, Tel 907-h. 

HEW SCHEDULES OUT 

Enclosed with this issue of 
Smoke and Blazes are copies of the 
fall schedule of hikes ana outings. 
As usual we will try to have •• 
details announced in the Herald 
previous to each hike, hark the 
hike dates on your calendar and 
plan to join us. 


. THE LAKE PLEIAD TRIP 

by 

Bill Allard 

Although the weatherman 
provided a perfect day for the 
Lake Pleiad hike the usual big 
crowd didn't appear even though 
x^e waited until quarter past 
ten, in the hope that more -would 
come. However there was quality 
if not quantity in the two cars 
that left for Middlebury Gap, 

At about eleven-thirty we 
arrived at the top of the Gap 
and started the short walk into 
the lake. Last Pall's windstorm 
blew down hundreds of trees but 
some hardworking trail clearers 
have made the trail passable 
again. The shelter, a fex^ hun- 
dred feet from the lake, remains 
in good condition. Someone was 
staying in it and it was very 
neat and clean. 

The lake looked inviting 
and it wasn't long before we were 
in the water. The water was just 
right except for the bloodsuckers 
which were a mental hazard to some 
of us. Grandson, David, proved 
himself a true Perkins .by trying 
to cat one. There x^as a small 
boat and during the course of the 
day nearly everyone made an ex- 
cursion around the lake. While 
we were swimming, our party was 
reinforced by the arrival of the 
Fields , 

By tljis time the coffee was 
done and so we had lunch. The 
coffee was the usual GrIC brand 
but we, were able to pour it this 
time, ' Some of the heartier mem- 
bers even drank some. 

After lunch we decided to 
inspect the now Middlebury Outing 
Club camp which overlooks the 
lake. Still in our bathing 3uits 
wc started out. Naturally the 
trail was full of nettles and the 
black flics were out. When wo 
finally found the camp however it 
was well worth the trouble. It 
is a well built log cabin with a 
porch and a splendid view of the 


lake and the Grp, It iar Jc fin- 
ished inside as yet but promises 
to be comfortable in winter or 
surariior. There was a note of wel- 
come inviting hikers to use tho 
camp and keep it clean. 

After we had watched tho 
rest of tho party swimming below 
us, wc felt the heat oven more 
and went down to join them. Then 
it was time to go home even 
though wc hated to leave, I 
hope more of us arc able to go 
another time because it is a trip 
no one should miss. 


H..PGOOD POND OUTING 

Fifteen hikers took a day off 
from their usual form of recreation 
to enjoy a picnic and swim at 
Hapgood Pond, Sunday, August 12th, 

The sun refused to co-operate 
with our plans for tho third time 
that Hapgood has been on our 
schedule. This time however, wo 
were not rained out and enjoyed 
a full day of activities • 

The first and what seemed to 
be the most important tiling to do 
was to oat. Two tablc-s x-jerc found 
near a fireplace and it wasn't 
long before food was spread out, 
coffee water boiling and everyone 
ready to cat* 

Tho next event for tho day 
was an unplanned soft ball game. 
Captained by our Outing Chairman, 
Charlotte, some of our GMCors got 
into the game. It was interesting 
to watch and perhaps as rugged to 
participate in as a mountain 
climb. 

The xtfatcr in the Pond x^as as 
cold as ice but invigorating and 
most of our crox\rd got in, if even 
for only a dip. Then there Xircrc 
the demonstrations of flexed 
muscles and acrobatic stunts that 
proved to be amusing. 

Short walks >rore also taken 
around the Pond to investigate 
the surroundings. Three members of 
our party (wc learned Later) went 
back to tho tables to cat again. 


COHIITG EVENTS 

b y 

Charlotte Rutkowski 

TIIH - Sunday, Sept, 9 - 2 P.M. 

PLACE - Rutland Fish and Gone 
Club Grounds 

An afternoon of hiking up 
Bald or East Lountain and a corn 
roast in the evening l 

The Fish and Game Club arc 
anxious to have people use their 
picnic area and it is close en- 
ough to Rutland to hike or drive 
to easily. 

Tliis would bo a good time 
to meet some of our new members . 

SHAGS ON THE TRAIL 

Snags on the trail 

No matter which way I go 

Face me at dawn 

And loom in the twilight glow. 

Camped on the trail 

I'm trying to sleep in vain 

Visions of 3nags 

Are worse than bugs or rain. 

Longing for rest 

I'm sighing, for now it seems 

Snags on the trail 

Forever will haunt my dreams . 

Charles Smith, 

la*. Smith is working with 
the Federal Forest Service this 
summer. He very obligingly re- 
ports to 1113 s Tye at the GLC 
office the condition of the 
trail whore he is working . In 
this way she is kept up to date 
and can pass the information on 
to the many hikers who write or 
call on her for information. 

Edith Ewald is spending her 
summer visiting many interesting 
places in this part of the coun- 
try. While staying at Bear Kt, 
she paid a visit to the New York 
Section's GKC Camp - Thcndara. 

/*<» . /> < > 7 .. /. i. 


A LETTER FROL A LONG TRAIL HIKER 

The following letter from 
hr * william Gray of Lilton, Lass., 
tells of an interesting trip on 
the Long Trail: - 

I started out with two com- 
panions to spend a week on the 
Long 'Trail with the avowed pur- 
pose of getting some exorcise, 
losing some weight, and seeing 
the Vermont mountains. We park- 
ed our car at the Long Trail 
Lodge and started off headed 
south one muggy Saturday morning. 
The first obstacle of course was 
Pico *cak. By dint of much huff- 
ing and puffing we made Pico 
Shelter just under the approved 
time for that distance according 
to the Guid.e Book, The trail 
was remarkably clear and after a 
short rest we moved on towards 
Killing ton and Cooper Lodge which 
wc made in due time (although well 
over the time listed in the Guide 
Book as ''average** ) . At Cooper 
Lodge we found company in the 
presence of a man and his 3 on 
together with their dog ''Nipper" 
and after a meal of hot stow out 
of a can, wc started to bod down 
for the night. And what a night 
it was. It started to rain buck- 
ets at about 1| A.H, and due to 
a few leaks in the roof we were 
all up long before daybreak, but 
before the rain, came the usual 
quilled visitors. They cane in 
Through a broken frame of glass 
and you could hear their quills 
rattling as they made their leis- 
urely way around the shelter. 

Of course “Nipper" almost had a 
fit but aside frem loss of sleep, 
no damage was done. It was still 
coming down in buckets and my two 
companions swore they wouldn't 
budge from the shelter until the 
rain let up; I tried to point 
out that they would get just as 
wet oven if there was no rain 
because the trail would bo damp 
(to put it mildly) for quite a- 
whilc after such a downpour, but 
(con't. on next page) 
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fhc best I could get out of them 
wa3 that they would go back to 
the Long Trail Lodge, pick up the 
car_and meet me three days hence 
at Little Rocky, So I started off 
by myself along the Trail towards 
Governor Clement Shelter, 

I have a quarrel to pick with 
the guy who states in the GUIDE 
BOOK that it is 4,-g- milo3 from 
Cooper Lodge to Governor Clement 
Shelter, It is much nearer 6 
to my way of walking. However, 
it is all down hill and the Trail 
was very clear with no windfalls 
and although it was very wet and 
the sky very cloudy, the distance 
was covered by noon that day, I 
felt so good and the pack seemed 
so light (relatively speaking) 
that after a half hour rest, I 
started off toxxards Clarendon 
Shelter, 

It was obvious that this 
part of the Trail had just been 
cleared and before too long it 
was clear that a crow was working 
that very day as I caught up with 
a group who were taking their 
Sunday in clearing the Trail of 
all windfalls and in general mak- 
ing the Trail the pleasure it is 
to be on. This working party 
wore members of the Green Mountain 
Club headed by Mr. C, S. Perkins 
and Mr, Churchill Scott, I 
stopped and had a sandwich and a 
cup of coffee with them. Clarendon 
Shelter was eventually reached 
whero I found that members of 
this crew had started a nice roar- 
ing fire for me and in no time at 
all I was drying off and enjoying 
a hot meal of stew again. 

The next day I was off by 
6 AM and soon at Clarendon Gorge 
which is a beautiful sight and a 
grand place for a swim. The 
GUIDE BOOK says that the Trail 
ascends steeply (all I can say 
is that you have to underline the 
word "steeply" many times ) and 
"There aro places where a fall 
might be dandcrous." If one fell 
at all in my opinion it not only 
would be dangerous, it would be 
fatal. 


i personally think chuc i;ho 
hike from Clarendon Shelter to 
Buffun Shelter is the hardest of 
the Trail that I traveled. There 
is no water to speak of and on a 
hot day it seems" endless in climb- 
ing Button Hill; How there is a 
delightful new shelter near Spring 
Lake where one can break the trip? 
Here at Spring Lake Shelter some* 
kind person had left some eggs and 
a nosegay of daisies in water so 
I had some wo 1 come hard boiled 
eggs for a change, 

Buffum Shelter was reached 
and I was so hot and my feet were 
beginning to feel the unaccustomed 
activity that I spent the night 
there and was off the next morning 
early to make Little Rocky Pond, 

It was lucky that I got an early 
start as although the Trail was 
fine up to Grocnwal Shelter, from 
there on there were many windfalls 
and I spent most of the day crawl- 
ing around, over or under these 
obstacles. It -was worth it however 
to gc to Little Rocky and have a 
swim and a grand meal with no 
nocturnal visitors aside from 
mosquitoes. Little Rocky is a 
must in my opinion for all hikers. 

The next morning I started 
off for Griffin Lake. Iiy two 
friends showed up but had lost 
their enthusiasm for hiking and 
were going to spend a few nights 
with mutual friends in Manchester, 
so I staggered on, planning to meet 
them in Manchester two days hence. 
The walk from Little Rocky to Old 
Job v/ as pleasant and enlivened by 
a new suspension bridge across 
Big Branch. About half way be- 
tween Old Job and Griffin Lake a 
Forestry crew had set up camp and 
again I had a wonderful unexpected 
meal, I do want to state however 
that the Trail should be better 
marked especially around Griffin 
Lake as it is quite easy to lose 
your way. Griffin Shelter was 
reached and of all the Shelters 
where you need a friend in the 
night, I should imagine this was 
it. The porl:ys practically get 
in bed with you i Up early the 


next day to climb Peru Peak and 
Styles Peak (wonderful vicx^ but 
very steep) and before noon to 
climb down to Mad Ton Shelter. 

Then a long, hot climb over 
Bromley Mountain (Bromley is a 
very discouraging mountain as 
there are so many little ridges 
to it) to Bromley Lodge, 

The next day I hiked in to 
Willis Ross Camp where I had an- 
other wonderful swim in Stratton 
Pond and ate up the last of my 
supplies. Then to Manchester 
the next day via Prospect Rock 
x>rhcrc I astounded the wai tress 
in the first restaurant I came to 
by having four helpings of ham 
and eggs one right after the other. 

I came off the Trail just in 
time as it started to pour but by 
judicious use of my thumb, I got 
a ride to l/allingford and my 
friend's house whore I soaked 
for a good hour in a hot bath, 
ate everything I could lay ray 
hands on and slept like a log 
for 12 hours. I ended up some 
15 pounds lighter, four blisters 
that weren't bad and a wonderful 
sense of real accomplishment. 

I rocommcnd this for a real 
vacation with no telephones or 
other mundane distractions. L . 
vacation should be a complete 
change and a trip on the Long 
Trail is that I All one thinks 
of at the time is how in the world 
one is going to got 6vor that 
next mountain. If you are liko 
me, you'd sell your soul for a 
glass of ice water but it definite- 
ly is worth it once it is done 
and one can have a grand time 
doing it. Wo all owe a tremend- 
ous vote of thanks to those who 
keep the Trail and the Shelters 
in such good condition and I am 
taking this means of thanking 
those grand people who do so by 
writing this. 

Editor's note: We appreciate 

receiving this report from 
Mr. Gray <. nd wish more hikers 
would write and tell us of their 
experiences . 


WORM ART] MS 

Since last reported to 
SMOKE cc BL.iZMS there have been 
several short work parties and 
one long one . 

On Saturday, July 21, Diane 
and George Conlon, Maxine and 
Carl Ncwhall, o.nd Craiguc Perkins 
went into the Clement Shelter for 
an overnight. The shelter was in 
fine condition with a good wood 
supply. Toward morning a play- 
full fisherman set off ^ fire 
cracker near by with the expected 
result. *.bout daylight we had a 
hard shower proving that the roof 
was OK. 

After breakfast Churchill 
Scott and Charlie Smith joined 
the party and all started south 
working the Trail. There were few 
blowdowns but some much needed 
clipping and mowing was done. 

We had lunch beside Cold River 
and reached Clarendon Shelter 
aboxit four o'clock. This Shelter 
was also found to be noot and 
clean, A good time was had and 
a lot of work done . 

On another half day expedi- 
tion some real creosote was 
applied to the Spring Lake Camp. 

The first applied turned out to b£ 
odorless and wo suspect taste- 
less. The Camp was clean and in 
good condition except for two 
broken windows , Raspberries, 
blackberries and blaeberries 
wore all ripe in the surrounding 
pasture . 


Just when everybody thought 
there wouldn't bo any more riddles 
in S MOILS i: BLAZMS up pops this 
one . 

What tree when small or fully grown 
Is never found to stand alone? 

This surely seems no more than fair, 
There must bo two if it's a pear. 



COMING EVENTS I 

by j 

Charlotte Rutkowski j 

TIME - Saturday, Sept. 22nd 
PLACE - Spectacle Pond 

I* vc had many requests for [ 

this one. Excellent fishing, 
grand view, and many trails to i 

hike on. Located outside of East I 

Wallingford, this promises to bo j 

a hike enjoyed by all. J 


Catholic Church, 3t. Pauls, is 
in Manchester and the masses 
are at 6:30 ; 8:00 ; 10:00 and 
11:00 o'clock. It is located 
on Seminary Avenue. 

Many of us Pave looked for- 
ward to this hike for a long 
time - hope ’,'ou were one of 
then. 

TILE CORE ROAST 
by 

Shirley Morris 


TIME - Sunday, October, 6th 
PLACE - Bird's Eye -(Foliage) 

It is hard to believe that 
the autumn season has cropt upon 
us so quickly. There is some- 
thing in every season that we 
look forward to and in the fall 
it's the foliage. Bird's Eye Mt. 
3cemed to be the ideal hike to 
enjoy this, where the trees are 
plentiful and the leaves (we hope) 
in their grandest array of colors. 

TIME - Sunday, October liptli 

(overnight if desired) 
PLACE - Big Bromley 

Big Bromley is located about 
9 miles east of Manchester. 

The Long Trail emerges into 
the upper part of the ski develop- 
ment and runs along a few rods be- 
cause of the view. The top of 
Bromley, however, is a stiff climb 
of 0.6 mile from hero. 

Those wishing to make it an 
overnight could plan to stay at 
Bromley Lodge. The nearest 


Fair week wasn't too much 
for 10 of our out-door enthusi- 
asts. Meeting at Leldon at 
2 P.M. Sunday, Sept. 9th we took 
j off for the Rutland Fish and 
j Gome Club I icnic Area. The 
i weather was certainly in our 
favor for a change, blue, sunny 
\ skies and real warm. 

| Arrived at the picnic area 

j our party divided. Some wont 
blackbcrrying and were fortunate 
in getting several quarts. 

Others, more ambitious, hiked to 
McLaughlin Falls. It was supris- 
ing how many of the trees had 
already changed color, and what 
a lovely sight they were against 
the sun l 

Everyone was back at the 
picnic area about six o’clock 
and were glad to sec Harold 
Valiqucttc who sot to work and 
built a fire. Bono roasted corn 
while others settled for hot dogs 
After the usual around- the- supper 
table visiting the party broke up 
in the early evening. So ended 
another swell outing. 
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KILLINGTON SUCTION HOST TO 
INTERSECT IONaL OUTING AGAIN 
by 

'"fcarry Dean 

The Millington Section has 
again played host to the Section 
members of the Green Mountain Club 
at another Intersectional Outing 
at the Perkins Camp in I-iendon, 
Though I i! liear tell“ the event was 
not as well attended as the outing 
of last year, I am sure what was 
lacking in numbers was made up for 
by the spirit of comradship exper- 
ienced by the forty odd partici- 
pants. 

The weather followed the 
pattern of the summer, drizzle 
and more drizzle with a day or so 
of pleasant sunshine a month thrown 
in. We got drizzled on the Satur- 
day afternoon of our arrival but 
luckily the canvas was up to shel- 
ter us from the rain. Harold 
Valiquette of the Millington Sec. 
provided his big tents to suppli- 
ment the smaller tents of the 
individuals and they came in very 
handy . 

The evening chow was cooked 
out either in the rain or under 
the cover of Harold's tents, 
lice Bartlett of Manchester and 
Mrs. Bartlett prepared a half 
bushel, or it might have been a 
peck of spuds and fried 'em up 

"home fry style" for the group 

Yum-- I can just taste them now 
as I hammer this story out 'cause 
I can eat fried potatoes till the 
porkies shed their quills. 

The only casualty of the rain 
was Dean and his pocket-sized tent. 
During a lull in the storm he found 
he had failed to button up the 
door before the rain drenched the 
site. The air mattress with the 
sleeping bag on top was found 
floating like a raft, on Little 
Rocky Pond but be ingest amp sized 
mattress, the sides of the bag 
wore dunking in the water. Bedding 
and mattress made a fast trip to 
the back of "Pinkies" camp house 
kitchen stove for drying and 


, kroon shoved over to give 

j room for another sleeper in his 
tent that night. 

The rain drops came down too 
fasu and the grass got too moist 
lor comfortable sitting around an 
outdoor campfire a3 was originally 
planned. Instead, we all packed * 
into the camp house living-room 
j ^ or the evening program, Jim 
asked for sectional reports of 
activities and Sterling, Burlington 
Manchester, Millington, Bennington, 
and Worcester sections responded. 
After the reports Harold Valiquette 
got everybody, or nearly everybody, 
all snarled up with one of his 
pencils and a little hunk of twine. 
Some oi us never did got untangled 
[ from the gadget, 

| Sunday dawned fair and after 

| breakfast was made and washed 
I down with coffee, all were rearing 
j to hit off on hikes. 

I The main group headed up the 

j 31ue Ridge trail and in to the 
; G.ii.C. Tucker Lodge where others 
i of the group were awaiting them. 

| r -Fhe hikers broke open their pack 
! lunches while they rested up’ at 
the lodge and they discussed the 
pros and cons of the Valiquette 
suovc, Roy and Harold sparked 
the stove debate. 

After all had chexrcd food 
and "fat" for a spell they took 
to the trails again. The main 
group filed up over the trail 
around back of ^eers Leap to the 
junction of the Appalachian Trail 
to the east. _,t the junction the 
group split into parties, one to 
go to the Long Trail Lodge and 
the second to tag Roy down to 
Gifford 'Woods State Park along a 
piece of Appalachian trail. The 
purpose of this trip was to check 
the amount of wind damage done 
along the trail. Jim lugged 
along his axe to do a little 
clipping along the way. Right 
in the thick of his chopping, the 
head of his axe took off’ for 
parts unknown. If the head did 
not whang into something it is 
still on the wing born by the 


momentum of Jim's powerful swing* V 

Late Sunday afternoon tlie 
groups returned to the campsite 
to strike^tents, pack up and make | 
their homeward departure after 
expressing their appreciation 
for the privilege of spending 
their week-end as guests of the 
Killlngton Section. 

It seems to me that this 
annual Intersections! camp-out of 
the Club should be continued as 
a part of the annual Intcrsection- 
al Outing. To make the event a 
successful part of the Club's 
program each section will have 
to sell the idea to its own sec- 
tion members, We have to make tho 
doubters realize that we who do 
go have a lot of fun and fine 
f ellowship. 


AROUND THE GASK3 

by 

Helen B. Field 

As wo packed tho car in tho 
pouring rain (in our bathing suits) 
it was hard to realize that vaca- 
tion-time was here at last after 
weeks of planning. He had many 
oventful days ahead of us, and I 
will try to describe a foiv things 
about them. 

'wild life was much in evid- 
ence, all along tho way, and tho 
longer we stayed in one place, tho 
more wc were likely to 3eo, On 
Ifb, Dessert Island, a porky red 
squirrel was eating the leftovers 
of a lobster dinner. Further 
north, along a desolate stretch of 
road, a baby fawn was curiously 
examining the traffic. A doe dart- 
ed in front of us just over the 
border, and further along, two 
weasels entertained us all one 
morning with their antics, 
porcupine spent thonight with us, 
but didn't get much of a welcome. 
There we re many tracks of other 
bigger animals, but we heeded the 
advice of the warden and stayed 
out of the woods , Tho birds were 
very pretty too, and there were 


all kinds. Wo liked the ones at 
Bonaventuro Island best. Here 
was a sanctuary of steep rocky 
cliffs, and each bird seemed to 
find a little cubby-hole to lit him. 

The folks themselves, although 
of several nationalities, wore all 
alike in their friendliness. They 
shared our camp-fire at night. 

They told us many tales and listen- 
ed^ ours. They offered us help 
in every way and urged us to stay 
as long as wo could. 

Ho saw many lovely sights, 
such as tho northern lights in all 
their glory, ruddy-colored waves 
boating against gray cliffs in the 
sunlight, little fishing villagos 
nestled in the hills, laughing 
children with their dog-wagons, 
and proiid Indian chiefs selling 
their multi-colored baskets. There 
were also great ships bringing 
thoir cargo in from the sea, and 
Perce Rock, jutting out of the 
quiet water liko a sentinal, 
guarding the land. 

By caraping out in whatever 
spot too]; our fancy, wc fool that 
wc became better acquainted with 
Canada as it really is than most 
tourists who wore limited to 
hotels said cabins. He strongly 
recommend this method of travel 
to those of you who really want 
to see the country. 


L01IG TRAIL STORY IN 
VERMONT LIFE 

Congratulations go to 
Frances Croon of the Worcester 
Section for her Long Trail story 
“Over The Hill From the Tamarack 
Tree 1 ' nub li shed in the Fall issue 
of VERMONT LIFE. 

Tho article tells about the 
Stratton Mountain area so beauti- 
fully that it stirs up longings to 
repeat a visit to one of the most 
delightful spots on the Long Trail. 

RUlAu-.GE S. i T aj SOOT! 

Time and place to be announced 
in October issue of Smoke & Blazes. 


A CALPIUG TRIP L j 

; 

Diana C onion • 

\ 

I 

George and I have just re- i 

turned from a 10 -day camping 
trip. We foci wonderful and rar- 
ing to go again but our dog, 

Punch, is out cold - haven't been 
able to get him up all day. He 
is exhausted from playing watch- 
dog at night and growling defi- 
ance from the safety of our tent. 

We chose the ,: Rainy Season" 
for our trip - Fair week! Un- 
daunted, we started out on a dull 
Saturday afternoon after a torren- 
tial rain. However we were re- 
warded for our courage. By late 
afternoon the sun cane out and 
the countryside was brilliantly 
clear. We headed north on Rte. 

107 and 110 and found it very 
interesting, small towns and 
lovely hills and valleys . 

On reaching St. Johnsbury 
we changed our plans as it was 
such a clear day and decided on 
driving up Burke Kt. in Darling 
Forest. It's a terrific straight 
up climb in low gear all the way 
but worth it, if, and when, you 
reach the top . We rented a lean- 
to near the top as the tenting 
area was only 1/3 of the way up. 

We spent a wonderful hour before 
dinner viewing the breathtaking 
panorama from the tower. Saw 
Lake Willoughby, Camel's Hump, 
kt. Washington, and even Pico, a 
small silhouette on the horizon. 
After dark we climbed the tower 
again and watched the lights 
sparkling in the valley below. 

On top of the world, close to the 
stars and listening to the wind 
was a soul inspiring experience. 

Next day dawned dull and wo 
continued on to I. aids tone, arriv- 
ing Sunday afternoon. Although 
not a regular tenting area the 
caretaker showed us several love- 
ly spots to canp, which unfortu- 
nately we could not make use of 
as we did not have a stove and 


had to rely on a fireplace for 
cooking (and by this time for 
warmth also). 3o we set up our 
tent beside a regular picnic area 
as wo were the only soul3 at 
Laidstonc . 

Our first night was inter- 
rupted by blood curdling growls 
and snarls. It w as wild countrv 

v 

and my hair stood on end. Ho one 
dared look out. However, shortly 
after came the reassuring bark of 
a dog. The caretaker ' s dog and 
a coon had interrupted one an- 
other's night foraging in the 
picnic garbage pail. 

The next couple of days were 
busily spent in keeping warm and 
dry, and in preparation of meals 
and dishwashing. Then came two 
sunny days so we scurried around, 
picked blackberries and oven 
went swimming . The air was cold 
but the water warm, Maidstone 
is a wonderful bathing spot - 
sandy beach and clear, sparkling 
water . 

And then rain again l Even 
rained too hard to pack up and 
go hone. Instead we moved into 
the picnic shelter, barricaded 
ourselves in with blankets over 
tables and kept a roaring fire 
going. The caretaker, Ik*. Austin, 
and his wife by this time had 
taken pity on us and invited us 
up to their homo, evenings, to 
keep warm and dry and lirs. Austin 
bolstered our spirits wonder fully 
with delicious home-made pies, 
bread, and doughnuts. 

The week-end arrived in a 
blaze of sunshine so we moved on 
down to Groton State Park and 
spent the remaining two days of 
our vacation, soaking up the sun- 
shine and drying out our tent, 
equipment, and spirits. 

Cane home happy, and believe 
it or not, with sunburns l 
koto: 

1. A battery radio was won- 
derful c onp any . 

2. Never go camping in the 
autumn without a hot water bottle l 
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Vol. b. No. 10 Killington Section 

RUMMAGE SALE NOV. 2 

The date for our annual 
Rummage Sale has been set for 
Friday, November. 2nd, 

The place is The Neighborhood 
Rooms of the marble Savings Bank, 
Your committee members who 
will work on this sale are Vera, 

Mary and Craigue Perkins, more 
help is needed so if you would 
like to assist please call 907 M 
and offer your help to the Com. 

Of course this sale can not 
be a success unless ;;e receive 
contributions of salable goods, 
so bring in those boxes of odds 
and ends that you have been sav- 
ing for the Green Mountain- Club 
Rummage Sale, Any time after 
9 o’clock Thursday .morning, the 
day before the sale, we shall be 
on hand to receive you at the 
lie i ghb o rho o d r o or, is » 

From past experience we have 
found that almost anything that 
i3 usable sells. Household goods 
as well as clothing are in demand. 

We are usually short of big sizes 
in clothing so if you know of some 
one who would like to dispose of 
large size dresses etc. tell them 
about our sale. 

FEW PHOTOGRAPHY CHAIRMAN 

Mrs, Janice Catozzi has ac- 
cepted the Photography Chairmanship, 
Her plana will be reported in the 
next issue of SMOKE C: BLAZES, 
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FUTURE KIKES 

by 

Charlotte Rutkowski 

KILLUTGTON SECTION END TO END 
HIKES 

Sunday - Oct, 28- Nov, lT & 25 

At one time or another you 
have probably been on our section 
of the Trail here and there. On 
the above mentioned Sundays we 
will hike every bit of it. 

On October 28th we will 
start at Sherburne Pass and hike 
as far as we care to. The next 
two hikes, Nov. 11th and Nov, 25th, 
will be a continuation of the 
previous one, ending at the 
Wallingford- East Wallingford 
Road, a distance of approximately 
twenty -two miles. 

This is it hikers J l 

For more details about the 
October 2oth, November 11th and 
November 25th Killington Section 
End to End Hikes watch for further 
information in the ’’Rutland Herald" 


After hiking the entire 
Killington Section trails, perhaps 
it will be an incentive to go on 
and do the complete Long Trail, a 
distance of some 260 miles. For 
this achicvment an award of a copy 
of a beautiful etching of the State 
of Vt, is given by the CMC, 


SPECTACLE POP'D 
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by 

Jasset Martin 

The hike to Spectacle, Wall- 
ingford, or Big Pond (take your 
pick) was a huge success as far 
as the 23 people and one dog who 
attended were concerned. The 
hike startod fror.i the Kent farm, 
a truly beautiful spot. Although 
the road from East Wallingford i3 
only maintained as far as this 
farmhouse, it goes on through 
beautiful forest land toward the 
Lake, As we approached the lake 
the beauty was marred by blowdowns 
among the spruces from last Fall’s 
hurricane. Some of these we went 
under or through but most of them 
had to be skirted so that our path 
was rather zig-zag. However we 
eventually reached the Lake to find 
the wind blowing strongly in our 
faces and white caps on the water. 
We all had a -pleasant supuer 
on the lake shore and returned to 
the farm and our cars just as dusk 
fell. Thus ended another C-.L.C. 
trip, 

(We learned later that two mem- 
bers attempting to join us had 
approached the lake from the west 
and never did succeed in connect- 
ing with us , We understand they 
had a pleasant outing on their 
own nevertheless, - Ed.) 


THE BIRD AT. HIKE 
by 

Barbara Allard 

In spite of the dark, dreary 
day, nine Green Mountain Club 
members showed up at Meldon, 

"Pinky" took all these girls: 
Charlotte Rutkowski, Shirley Morris, 
Janet Martin, Susie Smith, Olivo 
Smith, Thercsc Gregory, Martha 
Hakins and me. 

Wo left Meldon in three cars. 
When we arrived at the place whore 
we were to park our cars there was 
a slight rain and a strong wind, 

Vera Perkins came but she had a 
cold and decided to go home. Then 


good one we lost it, mater wo foun 
it again. Wo scared up two 
partridges and s aw cwo deer, (a 
buck and a doc). 

It was really raining when 
wc got to our oating place so 
"Pinky" had brought along a 
niece of canvas and we put it up 
between a tree and a rock. Wo 
stood under it to eat, Some of 
the girls went to the top. When 
they came back they said that it w 
was very windy. 

The spring was full of 
leaves so "Pinky" dug it out. 

Wo had to wo.it till it settled 
before wo could got any water. 

We started back a little before 
3 O’clock, It was a dripping 
party that came back to the cars, 
but everyone had fun, 

BROMLEY MOUiTTAIH 

It was a perfect daj 5- for a 
hike the Sunday eleven of us set 
out for Bromley . The tapestry of 
foliage was beginning to be a 
little worn but there was still 
enough of it to be worth while , 

Four boys from the Harvard 
Outing Club were at the Lodge 
when our group arrived. They had 
spent the night there and were in 
the process of cleaning camp before 
leaving it. They sure did a good 
job for on returning to the Lodge 
after our climb, wc found everything 
spic and span. It’s a pleasure to 
have hikers use our trails o.nd 
shelters especially when they leave 
them in such good condition. 

While we were on top, Fred, 
Helen and Tommy Field visited the 
.Lodge and left a note- saying our 
coffee water was ready and on tho 
fire. This was also appreciated, 

A few major repairs arc needed 
to put Bromley in good condition. 
Some new roof and floor boards arc 
needed, about four windows could 
use glass and the outside chimney 
needs repointing. 

The trail was in excellent 
condition. Snow was found on the 
top of the Mt, It was Oct, Ik, 


1 


GKC LOSES A GOOD FRIEND 


I 

It was with a great sense of 
shock and loss that we read of 
the death of Prof. Louis Puffer 
on October 11th. 

Prof. Puffer was a familiar 
figure at GhC Annual Lee tings as 
a member of the Board of Trustees 
and as a past president of the 
parent club. He was also well 
known to all GLC members as the 
Editor of The Long Trail News. 

A real hiking enthusiast, 

Prof. Puffer was one of a group 
of men whose vision and hard 
work created The Long Trail. He 
will be greatly missed and long 
remembered. 


GLC SLIDES SHOWN AGAIN 

At the request of the Assem- ! 
bly Program committee , Fred Field j 

showed the GLC slides at a recent • 
Assembly at the State Teacher’s i 

College at Castleton. j 

During the lunch hour follow- ! 
ing Fred had an opportunity to 
talk informally with many of the j 

students. Considerable interest j 

in hiking and The Trail was shown. | 

INTRODUCING OUR CITY COUSIN 
TO THE TRAIL 

b y 

Danny Jennings 

Since we had to go to Bur- 
lington and with our young cou- j 
sin from Boston visiting us, in 
order to fulfill his long-await- 
ed wish- -to hike on the Long 
Trail--we decided to kill two 
birds with one stone and renew 
our pleasant acquaintance with 
Lt. Mansfield. 

Although we skeptically eyed 
my cousin's new purchase and 
prize possession--a 1939 Plymouth 
- -wo nonetheless hastened to load 
it with enough food, camp equip- 
ment and clothes until it looked 
as though we were setting out for j 
a winter in Alaska instead of one ! 
night in Smuggler's Notch. Our 


gay party included Thelma 
Valiouette, Lother, my cousin, 
Phillip Morris (no connection to 
the cigarette of the same name) 
and Eiy self. 

We enjoyed a picnic lunch 
at Ethan Allen lark in Burlington 
at noon, after which vie made a 
short stop at 3t. Michael's Col- 
lege in Winooski Park. Continu- 
ing on our way we were thrilled 
by the beautiful Autumn foliage 
and were soon entering the State 
Park in Smuggler's Notch near 
Stowe. We were stopped at the 
first lcan-to by a camper who had 
forgotten to include in his equip- 
ment those handy little articles 
--matches. Supplying his wants 
we learned to our horror that 
there were only two lean-tos in 
the Park and that both were oc- 
cupied. (Later the caretaker in- 
formed us that three more arc un- 
der construction due to popular 
demand.) Undaunted we selected 
a tent platform site, stating we 
wantod to sleep out under the 
stars anyway, however, I think 
wc were each secretly considering 
tlie not too comfortable prospect 
of four people sleeping in the 
car in case of rain. 

But the weather was in our 
favor and it was a beautiful 
night lighted by a full moon. In 
the evening a rousing Canasta 
game kept us occupied. Our fire 
was a good one and why one mem- 
ber thought it necessary to use 
a battery lantern when chocking the 
fire's progress, I don't know I 

Thelma and Mother spread 
their sleeping bags on the ground 
(near the car) while Phil and I 
chose the tent platform. Here 
is an interesting snatch of con- 
versation overheard about 4-30 
A.M. , when Thelma awakened to 
find Mother had slid down into 
her sleeping bag. Envisioning 
a suffocated victim Thelma prod- 
ded ane. nudged until Mother came 
out; "What time is it?" 

"3h--go to sleep." 

"But you woke me up!" 

"Go to sleep." 


"Is it nearly morning?" 

"Shh--go to sleep." 

“Well what time 13 it?" 

"Never mind, go to sleep." 
(This may have gone on indefini- 
tely, but I went to sleep.) 

After attending has s at the 
unique chalet-type Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel in Stowe and 
stoiving away a big breakfast vie 
packed our lunch and reassuring 
ourselves that we were good hik- 
ers but would do our hiking on 
top, we bought our tickets for 
the chair lift and without exer- 
tion ascended the mountain. The 
view was beautiful from the top 
and we hiked over to the Chin 
where we ate lunch. Armed with 
two boulders as souvenirs (which 
was not Phil's or my idea, you 
may be sure) we regretfully left 
Vermont's highest mountain late 
in the afternoon. 

The following day Phil and 
I hiked in to Spring Lake from 
Clarendon. While crossing the 
GLC bridge (and I use the word 
loosely) over the Gorge, I could 
picture GLCSers consoling my be- 
reaved family with words some- 
thing like, "Well he died on the 
Trail", or "Went down with his 
hiking boots on", and similiar 
sayings. No doubt ray fear3 lack- 
ed sufficient grounds and as long ! 
as the bridge wasn't lacking in 
the same material, I'll not com- 
plain. As a loyal club member, 

I expounded on "Operation Spring 
Lake", telling the story of the 
moving of the former Blue Trian- 
gle Shelter. We explored the 
Lake shore by following a path 
around to' the two cottages on the 
opposite side of the Lake from 
the C-LC shelter , The night was 
uneventful except for the visit 
of one mouse. Also there seemed 
to be some activity outside the 
camp--possibly porlcies . 

Y/e believe our trips success- 
ful because we have a new Trail 
enthusiast--Cous in Phil is al- 
ready busy mapping out plans for 
a hike next summer --and we'll be 
ready to join him. 


REPRESENTATIVES FROL THE N.Y. 

SECTION VISIT VERLOLT 

‘We are always glad when mem- 
bers of the N.Y. Section have an 
opportunity to enjoy The Long 
Trail. 'Jo all appreciate the 
work which that Section aoes in 
maintaining a section of the 
Trail at such a distance from -- 
their headquarters. 

In response to a request 
from us, Alfred Githcns of the 
H.Y. Section sont us notes on 
their most roccnt trip - The N.Y. 
Section's Annual Labor Day 'Week- 
end on The Long Trail. From his 
notes we have tried to summarize 
some of the high points of the 
trip in the following article. 

A party of 13, 8 men and 5 
women, loft Huntington Center on 
Saturday F.L. and hiked in to 
Lontciair Glen Shelter, south of 
Camel's Hump. After supper they 
spent the evening singing around 
the campfire. As it was a clear, 
starry night and the shelter has 
bunks for only eight, five slept 
out unc cr the stars. At dawn c T - ~ 
however - "Rain, and howl The 
shelter then held 131" 

Sunday the party climbed 
"The Hump" going over the top in 
about a 4-0 mile i;ind. Clouds and 
mist obscured the view and made 
it necessary to watch for blazes. 
Then on down to Gorham Lodge 
about which Ir. Githens aajs, "A 
beautiful spot if I over saw one. 11 
Hero 8 stayed over night, the 
other 5, o.s they had preferred 
to climb ’without packs, returned 
to Lontclair Glen for the night. 
The group was met at Gorham by 
Pr of . Buchanan . 

Londay found the crowd hik- 
ing on down to Wiley still in the 
rain, fog, and clouds, with no 
views . Afte'r lunch at uiley they 
left for New York by car about 
3 P.L. arriving at 12:15 A. IT. 

These N.Y. people are real 
hikers. Lr. Githens concludes 
his notes with this - " Good fun 
anyway even with poor weather and 
pants soaked to the knees . " 



coking events 

b Y 

Charlotte Rutkowslci 

TIME - Sunday* Nov. 25th 
PLACE - Clarendon Gorge - to 

Spring Lake - to Buffun 
Shelter . 

This is the last lap in the 
scries of "end-to-end of the 
Millington Section" hikes. If 
you r.iadc the first two, don't 
niss out on this one. If you 
haven't boon in on the series, 
this ia still a good hike with a 
stop for lunch at our new Spring 
Lake Canpi 

TIME *■ Saturday* Dee, 8th 
PLACE 1 feccchwoodk 
* annual oVent at Boeckwoofc* 
the covered dish supper is looked 
forward to each year by all r.:cr.i- 
bers and fricnd3. 

In a relaxed atnosphcrc, 
this is a tirio of uuch rcr±ini30- 
irig plus a variety of tasty 
foods I 

At the end of the ovoning, 
you leave with the fooling of hav- 
ing 3pont an onjoyablc few hours 
anong congenial friends. 

(Rcncr.ibcr, everyone brings sonc- 
thing for the supper, so nakc 
your reservation by Saturday noon 
and get your as3ignncnt as to 
what to bring. It helps if you 
bring your own dishes tool Ed.) 

NEVJ EDITOR OF LONG TRAIL KEY/3 

The Millington Section will 
be pleased to learn that one of 
our nenbers, Lary Perkins, has 
been appointed as Editor of The 
Long Trail News. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE 

PHOTOGRAPHY CHAIRMAN 
- b Y 

Janis Catozzi 

As nuch an we dislike being 
rcr.iindod of winter, it's nearly 
here, and that r.icans Millington 
Section annual nccting tine is 
around the corner » The Section's 
photo albuns arc to be on display 
as usual, but to bring then up 
to date it Would be nice if every- 
one who has sono extra snaps to 
spare of club activities this 
past year could get then to us 
as soon as possible so they c.>uld 
be arranged in the albuns. 

If you have no extra prints, 
we would like to borrow the neg- 
atives arid get prints nadc. We 
proniso to take the best of care 
of then and return then promptly. 
Send or bring your extra snaps 
and/or negatives to: 

Janis CatoZzi 

103 Bellevue Avc.,City. 

We will have the annual 
photo, contest again this year, 
and there will bo a conpctcnt 
judge on hand to pick the winners 
in the black and white and color 
divisions. To be oligiblc pic- 
tures should have been taken on 
tho Trail or on GMC outing3 dur* 
ing the current year. If you 
haven’t a winnor in your collec- 
tion, remember, there '3 still 
tine left to shoot one. Go get 
that camera out, and good 3hoofcingi 

RUMMAGE 3..LE NETS $106 

Wo wish to say "THANK YOU" 
to everyone who assisted so will- 
ingly to r.iakc the sale successful. 


SKIDDING DOWN THE LONG TRAIL 
b 7 

Betty Ball 

Thirteen hardy souls started 
from Long Trail Lodge on an elev- 
en-mile hike on October 26th, con- 
gratulating themselves that it was 
neither too hot nor too cold for 
good hiking. There was even good 
visibility from a look-out point 
near Pico Junction, and the sight 
of Camel's Hump in the distance 
brought forth many remembrances of 
that famous hike. Alas, a few min- 
utes later, snow began to appear, 
and the last few miles or so, was 
done over slippery snow and loaves, 
a combination that caused many a 
slip and slide, and groat hilarity 
among the slippers and sliders. 

I found the quickest way Gown a 
hill to be on the seat of my 
slacks, though most of my falls 
came to a more abrupt termination. 
Some of the crowd were well pre- 
pared for winter weather but a fow 
had on low shoes. These, especial- 
ly, welcomed the good fire at 
Cooper Lodge and the hot coffee. 

The hike was really lots of 
fun and the snow made for buoyant, 
though sometimes treacherous walk- 
ing . Few birds were seen or heard, 
though there were some chickadees, 
kinglets, and a downy and hairy 
woodpecker . 

Warmth end food were welcom- 
ed at Gov. Clement Shelter by the 
somewhat weary hikers, and great 
thanks arc deserved by those who 
drove to Shrewsbury, got the fires 
burning, and brought us all home. 

CLEKSNT TO CLARENDON SHELTER 

b y 

Veda Knipes 

The 11th of November came 
with clouds in the sky, but with 
little fear of rain 11 members 
left I'iolGon School for a point on 
the Trail just south of Clement 
Shelter. After shouldering our 
packs we were ready for the second 
part of our sectional "end-to-end" 
hike . 


As wo traveled alongside 
Cold River, cut Christmas trees, 
patches of snow, and the greenest 
of moss gave proof that wc were in 
ever 0 r eon country. The trail led 
across Cold River, some jumping 
3tones while others slid, shimmied 
and hitched across on a convenient- 
ly fallen tree. At each crossing 
of the road there was much discus- 
sion as to whether it was the up- 
per, lower, or middle road to 
Northam. This part of the trail 
had very little climbing. 

Now climbing, first through a 
pasture end then across a hard - 
wood woodlot, one noticed a change. 
The leaves were deep and all about 
could be seen the Christmas fern 
dotting the ground. The trail led 
up and G'-'wn through more pasture 
land idler e dandelions dared to 
blossom. As wo came to the top- 
most ledges wc had to stop and 
gaze at the beauty around us; the 
distant mountains, the sky, and 
then Gown into the valleys . 
i Going down the last hill to 

Clarendon shelter with visions of 
food in the skillet, wc walkoc. 
lightly along. Home cooked din- 
ner on the stove inside while other 
preferred the open fireplace out 
front. After the hunger had been 
satisfied some made plans for a 
clean-up party, as some thoughtless 
people had stacked tin cans and 
such in a sightly place between 
the shelter and the brook. 

Highlights of the day were : 
ne member insisting a spruce was 
a pine; a second feeling a few 
drops cf rain( three I think); a 
third feeling a slight draft that 
was checked by safety pins; and a 
fourth picking lior Christmas greens 
and emerging on the road with a 
large bundle ready for wreaths . 

He reached homo about five 
o'clock with pleasant thoughts 
of our day on the Trail. The 
"end- to-enders " are thankful to 
the members who arc making tnese 
trips possible by furnishing us 
with rides to the starting point 
and meeting us at the end of the 
hike . 


CONTROL OP INSECT DESTRUCTION 


In tlie October issue of 
the SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, Prof. 

Graham of tho University of 
Michigan tells about a different 
approach to the problem of con- 
trolling insect destruction in 
forests. 

When a certain specie of 
tree in a certain area became 
heavily infested xvith some harm- 
ful insect, the usual prodeedure 
was to find out all you could 
about the insect, anddet ermine 
the best way to kill ‘off enough 
of the over- supply so that damage 
to the trees would be held to a 
minimum. 

Dr, Graham points out that 
large scale insect attact3 don’t 
‘‘just happen". They are caused 
by one or more of several factors 
in the Environment that are un- 
usually favorable to the insect. 
Some of those factors, such as 
climatic conditions, wc can do 
nothing about. But Dr, Graham 
believes that by controlling the 
composition of our forests either 
as to kinds of trees present, or 
as to the ago distribution, vie 
can make them more or less re- 
sistant to insect damage. 

The spruce bud worm is 
very destructive to spruce and 
balsam growing together in some 
areas, A study was made not only 
in the areas attacked, but also 
in adjacent areas where there was 
little damage. It was fouhd that 
where there were many mature 
balsam trees the destruction was 
heavy, but where the taller trees 
were less than half balsam they 
were seldom killed by the insect. 

It seems that when the 
budworms come out in tho Spring 
they start to eat balsam and 
spruce needles. To make fast 
growth and survive the worms must 
soon feed on buds. The balsam buds 
open a week or so before spruce 
buds. If there is a shortage 
of balsam buds at this critical 


time a great prop ort ion of tho 
worms perish and there is no 
widespread destruction. If we 
want to save our spruce from this 
dangerous insect we must cut out 
enough balsam so that the dominant 
trees arc mostly spruce, 

A slightly different bud- 
worm will attacK rod pinos in 
open stands but not those close- 
ly placed. It was found that 
staminato flowers arc the pre- 
ferred food of this budworm. 

When other parts of the tree 
arc chewed resin oozes out and 
kills many of the insects. But 
staminato flowers are numerous 
only on pinos with abundant 
foliage, Do if we keep our rod 
pine forests well stocked so as 
to restrict the amount of foliage 
we ray protect them from serious 
budworm damage , 

The “removal of all affected 
trees' 1 to control an insect pest 
is only a temporary measure 
for it docs nothing to make 
conditions loss satisfactory for 
tho multiplication of tho post, 
Chemical sprays must be 
resorted to if other methods 
fail but this treatment kills 
friend and foe alike and must 
be repeated endlessly since, 
if conditions are not changed, 
the area will be reinfested. 

Dr, Graham suggests that : 

(1) a safe mixture of tree 
species should be maintained in 
the forest; (2) large areas of 
even-agod stands should bo 
avoided by controlled cutting; 

(3) timber should be harvested 
when mature. If we don’t cut 
'em the insects will. 


We have heard that Harold 
Valiquctte has received orders 
for the V-vLI-.jULTTi-J STOVE. Ho 
has also perfected another device 
for camping that can be highly 
recommended. 

What next, Harold V 


ANOTHER TRIP TO I-iAlDSTONE 

In s*ite of the fact that 
we had planned to take our an- 
nual camping trip in summer this 
year it was October when we fin- 
ally loaded the car with the us- 
ual (and some unusual) camping 
impedimenta and started for Maid* 
stone State Park, The weather- 
man smiled on our activities and 
favored us with three of the most 
perfect days one could hope for. 
This was our third fall camping 
trip and we came home more thor- 
oughly convinced than ever that 
this is the perfect time for 
camping. 

We arrived at Maidstone 
about lj. o’clock after a lovely 
drive over the mountain to White 
River Jet, and along the Connec- 
ticut River, One of die advanta- 
ges of Pall camping is that since 
there are few if any other people 
In the parks one can c amp practi- 
cally anywhere. We were allowed 
to pitch our tents just outside 
the picnic pavilion and use the 
pavilion for our housekeeping 
activities. The pavilion is on 
a slight rise overlooking lovely 
Maidstone Lake. A short path 
down through white birches leads 
directly to the lake shore. Our 
campsite was selected, tents set 
up, a fried chicken supper pre- 
pared and eaten and we were set- 
tled in front of the fire for the 
evenihg's Canasta shortly after 
6 o’clock. 

We awoke Thursday A.M. (not 
too early ) to bright sunshine. 

We spent the day in exploring the 
new camping area now under con- 
struction, loafing in the sun, 
and boating on the Lake, There 
was some talk of swimming but it 
got no farther than talk. As the 
day ended the sun slipped down 
behind the hill across the Lake 
and soon the whole sky was col- 
ored with one of the most gor- 
geous sunsets of the season, 

lifter supper the evening was, 


' of course, given over to Canasta, 

! but to spare the feelings of some 
of the party we'll skip lightly 
over the outcome of the games. 

The night seemed really too 
good to spend inside a tent so 
Mary Perkins and I made our beds 
up on the pavilion floor and had 
a grand night’s sleep in the open. 
In the early morning we thought 
we heard rain but it proved to be 
only moisture dripping off the 
trees from a heavy fog. As the 
fog lifted the sun appeared and 
the Lake was like a mirror with 
its perfect reflection of the 
white birches and the fall foliage 
along its shores. 

Wo broke c amp slowly, pausing 
frequently to watch the changing 
picture of the Lake as the sun 
advanced. We reluctantly left 
Maidstone a little before noon 
and drove home following the 
Connecticut River down on the 
ilex; Hampshire side and looking 
across at the Vermont villages 
in their colorful fall setting. 

iTo - you can't beat October 
for a camping trip in Vermont. 

(The members of this camping 
party were Mary Jennings, 

Thelma Valiqucttc , Mary, and 
Vera Perkins.) 


FROM TEA MOUNT CL..J.R GLAM 
LOG BOOK 

"June 17, 1951 - Bo b Long, 
Karl Johnson, Ted Hauser, Oberlin 
College, Oberlin, Ohio, 

Shelter a welcome sight 
about 6:30 tonight when we pulled 
in. Had a good night's sleep 
punctuated only by porcupine 
me andc rings. Rain this morning 
kept us in but weather is OK now 
and wo figure to push on. Darn 
good shelter. The could use 
some like it, " 

We. are always glad to hoar 
reports of our Long Trail shelters. 
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COKING EVENTS 

b y 

Charlotte Rutkowski 

TIKE - Sunday, December 16 th 
PLACE - McLaughlin Falls 

During the winter months, 
with the weather so uncertain, 
we decided that a few short hikes 
would meet with everyone's appro- 
val. 

The Bradders have offered us 
the use of their camp at McLaugh- 
lin Falls and you may choose 
your own hikes from there. 

TIKE - Sunday, January 6th 
PLAC E - Spring Lake Camp 

From all the pleasant com- 
ments I've heard concerning 
Spring Lake Camp and vicinity, 

I'm sure that wo will break an 
all time record of attenaance on 
winter hikes with this one. 

Let's hope there is enough 
snow and ice for snowshoeing and 
ice 3kating. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 
DANNY JENNINGS 

Danny Jennings, one of 
Killington Section's student mem- 
bers was one of the 12 seniors • 
at St. Michaels, recently cliosen 
for Who's Who in American col- 
leges. Selections are made on 
the basis of scholarship, leader- 
ship and par tic ip at ion in college 
activities . 


SPRING LAKE CAMP MADE SNUG 
FOR THE WINTER 

A trip to Spring Lake on 
Nov. 12th by Maxine and Carl 
ITewhall and Craigue Perkins re- 
vealed that Fred Field and his 
Boy Scouts, on a trip the pre- 
vious week, had made the camp 
ready for winter by replacing 
missing lights of glass and 
fixing the doors. 

Fred reports that besides 
the repair work his party went 
on through to Buffun Shelter. 
They found enough snow for a 
snow fight ana the trail in good 
condition. 

Thanks fellows, for a goou job 
well done. 

CLEAN UP JOB AT CLARENDON 

Annoyed by the sight of a 
pile of tin cans spoiling the 
beauty of the surroundings at 
Clare: don Shelter, Mary Jennings 
and Vera Perkins spent a day do- 
ing a clean-up job there. The 
rubbish dump was moved to is?, in- 
conspicuous place and signs di- 
recting poorjle to the now loca- 
tion wore placed. At this sane 
time .the table top was covered 
with linoleum and some of the 
wood lying about the yard was 
stacked inside to dry out. 

Although there were a f ew 
showers during the day they re- 
ported an enjoyable and satisfy- 
ing day. Now they'd like a 
chance to use the place before 
anyone messes it upi 


EE2CIIW00D COVERED DISH SUPPER 7 
December 8, 1951 

b 7 i 

Helen Field 

i 

Some of us like the long, 
strenuous hikes, and some like 
the slow, easy ones, but there's 
one thing that everyone in the 
ho un tain Club likes to do, and 
that's to eat. We've seen some 
pretty fancy menus on the Trail, 
but the covered dish supper has 
so many wonderful things that I 
doubt if we could find anything 
better. 

When they brought out the 
first course, I didn't think the 
table would hold it up, but it 
did. We piled a little of every- 
thing on our dishes, let out our 
belts, and then went back for . 
seconds. (By that time, most of 
us had decided to stay in the 
dining room and help hold up the 
table. Anyway, Diane Coni in and 
her glass platter were in the 
living room and we were getting 
too weak to walk around it.) 

The cakes and pies they had for 
dessert were heavenly, and the 
table gi’oaned again under their 
weight. Somehow, though, we fin- 
ished them down to the last 
crumb. 

Ray and Janice Catozzi 
brought some paper napkins with 
"Green Mountain Club" printed 
on them. They were so popular, 
that most of us took then home 
for souvenirs. 

There were several distin- 
guished guests present, whom I 
think I ought to mention. Five 
people cane all the way from the 
Worcester section, including our 
old friends, the Greens. It was 
good to see Dart Hopes again. I 
guess she must have smelled the 
coffee cooking way down in 
Bennington, and decided to come 
up and have a taste. Just so 
she won't forget it too soon, we 
spilled a little on her to take 


back. It’s Paul Larson was there* 
He's a member of the younger set. 
Right now he does most of his 
sett in' on his Lana's lap, but 
he's getting around a lot faster 
than last year* Our own famous 
inventor was there too. I guess 
you all remomber the Valiquette 
stove. Harold really has a won- 
derful invention now. It's a new 
kind of glass to wear in your eye- 
glasses. It should be mighty 
useful on those long stormy hikes. 
I looked through his own pair of 
glasses myself and I couldn't see 
a speck of dust anywhere. I un- 
derstand he's still taking orders 
for Christmas, with a free sample 
of aiming cloth to every pair. 
Shirley I. orris held up a long 
distance telephone call while she 
came. She told her party she'd 
call back in twenty minutes, but 
instead, she came to Beechwood 
and forgot about the twenty min- 
utes. I always wondered why it 
took so long for those calls to 
go tlirough. 

Francos urecn entertained 
us with colored slides of wild 
flowers along the Trail. They 
certainly were lovely, one. I don't 
wonder that she forgot she was 
sitting in a brook when she took 
some of them. It was well worth 
it. 

Ray Catozzi showed colored 
movies of the icc follies and the 
circus, and of our sugaring-off 
party last spring. It’s too bad 
he didn't tell Eleanor Walker 
she was in the last ones, though, 
for she might not have fallen 
asleep and missed them. I guess 
that fifth piece of cake was too 
much for her. 

Ron chow or other, this 
annual event has become a tradi- 
tion in oxir family. We wouldn't 
miss it for anything. I guess 
there are a lot of others who 
feci the same way about it, be- 
cause wc had a record crowd, and 
55 people can't be wrong. 


CLARENDON GORGE TO THE GULF 
^ ROAD 
* by 

Marjorie Allard 

November 25th was a bright, 
crisp Sunday morning when eleven 
hikers set out on the last lap 
of the End-toEnd hike over the 
Killington Section, 

We started at Clarendon 
Gorge, well equipped with red 
jackets, shirts etc, as pro- 
vision against trigger-happy 
deer hunters, Mary Jennings and 
Veda ICnipes very thoughtfully 
brought a good supply of red 
bandannas for those who had for- 
gotten their hunting shirts. 

As we went along the Trail 
the views from the look- off 
points, and the snox>ry woods around • 
us grew more and more beautiful. 

We met a couple of kind gentle- 
men who advised us, “Just follow 
the white paint marks on the trees. 
Those are blazes." Thanks to 
them we made it safely to Spring 
Lake, the lunch stop. The doer 
hunters appeared to be doing quite 
well - they bagged four deer in 
the vicinity of the shelter - 
but thanks to all our bright 
color, we were not mistaken for 
a wandering herd. 

I hadn’t been to Spring 
Lake since before the Shelter 
was begun, and was seeing the 
whole thing for the first time. 

The location is one of the most 
beautiful on the Trail, and the 
Valiquctte stove did a very 
good job of warming Up the place. 
It didn’t take us too long to 
get dinner cither. The Shelter 
is a grand addition to our sec- 
tion of the. Trail 1 

Just before we left for 
Buffam Shelter and the Gulf 
road Harold Valiquette arrived. 

His coming made it eight hardy 
souls who had really covered 
Killington Section, End-to-End. 
Good work i 


The rest of the afternoon 
was spent in covering the Trail 
to the Gulf road. There was more 
snow than some of us had expected 
! (wet feet }), but w o made it down 
; to the road by sunset where we 
net the cars which took us home. 

We all agreed that the hike 
was successful - perfect weather 
and a beautiful section of Trail, 
It was a good ending to the End- 
to-End hiking project ] 


EI!D-::-TO-;;-END THE EASY WAY 

To bo eligible for the End- 
to-End award the 263 miles of The 
Long Trail need not bo done on one 
continuous journey. Stretches may 
be done here and there, connect- 
ing up one trip with where you 
loft off on a previous one. 

With the help of the Guide 
Book and with some thought to 
planning your trips on The Long 
Trail, the End-to-End award may 
be yours before too long. 

According to the Guide Book, 
166 hours of actual hiking time 
is needed. "The hiking time is 
based on a speed of two miles 
per hour, plus f: hour for each 
thousand feet of climbing. This 
docs not include time out to rest. 
This estimate is for the average 
hiker with a moderate pack. 

One of the joys of mountain 
climbing is that you may choose 
your own speed of travel. When 
you are under your own power, the 
trees do not seem to be going in 
the other direction as they do 
appear to be when speeding by in 
a train or car. On a mountain 
climbing trip you may stop when- 
ever you wish, rest beneath the 
trees and be a part of the peace 
and contentment they enjoy, 

FOUND 

After the Beochwood party we 
found 1 red skicap, 1 red cup and 
1 pyrex pie plate. Call 1910 


H 

TESTIMONY OP TRESPASS I 

01^ BUTT 0 i'T HILL 

i 

Deponent - Mrs , II ewlia 11 

Party of the 2nd part- 
Mr, Newhall 

I 

The follox;ing testimony is a 
record of an Expedition-::-::-::- in which 
there is much truth and more 
feeling. 

The Expedition, arriving at 
the junction of sundry public 
ways, a brook, and assorted ruts 
and ditches, did park their con- 
veyance inconspicuously between 
a rut and a blade of grass (dead). 
Following white signs indicating 
The Long Trail, the party entered 
on a side road-::-::-::- testimony re- 
garding the first half mile is 
incoherent, deponent claiming 
great distress in breathing and 
nether limbs, but does confirm 
the road goes up hill. 

At a decrepit sugar house, 
the xtfitness regained the company 
of the party of the second part, 
hereinafter referred to as Carl 
to eliminate confusion. This 
was accomplished by diversionary 
tactics and moving down a slight 
dip at a gallop. The Trail here 
leaves the old road to follow an 
older one into a woodlot in search 
of Buffam Shelter, Said shelter 
was inspected and found to be in 
satisfactory condition, and in- 
environs most attractive for 
summer use. 

The parties passed on through 
pleasant x/ooded ways, slipping 
and scrambling through half -frozen 
snoxj past a wood-cutters hut, and 
disdained the pointing arrow of 
the Trail sign. With deliberate 
intent and malice aforethought 
they did turn right-::--::-::- and tes- 
timony of principal witness takes 
note of rude and insulting remarks 
aimed at prominent fi No Trespass- 
ing 1 ' signs stationed on trees be- 
yond the fence. No response was 
noted. 


Making tneir xraj on through 
neglected grazing ground, The 
Expedition floundered to a boulder 
and sat to view the country to 
south and oast with great com- 
placency, deponent again claim- 
ing extreme discomfort (an ob- 
vious subterfuge). 

At this point, the snow be- 
gan to thin rapidly, and present- 
ly disappeared altogether’. Still 
moving in an easterly direction, 
the party next entered a x^ooded 
area, with Carl gradually gain- 
ing a lead of several furlongs 
(fur of a Spring-Dole used as base 
for computation). Witness de- 
scribed the terrain as rising, a 
phenomenon not uncommon to the 
locale , 

Emerging into an opening, 
after losing a hat and part of a 
temper among unfriendly black- 
berry bushes, the deponent states 
she encountered no further barriers. 
The opening proved to be a broad 
band of grass and rock extending 
vertically to the top of the hill, 
ac ces sable by a certain amount 
of huffing and scrabbling. Some 
time was lost by frequent inspec- 
tions of the valley, rapidly 
opening up behind the climber. 

Party of the second part is 
known to have been sitting pa- 
tiently on a rock at the top 
during much of this time. 

The group reformed at the 
summit , and called a halt for a 
conference and to gorge themselves 
on crackers and cheese. The 
witness then declares they formed 
a flanicing movement i?o the west, 
intersected The Long Trail at a 
point marked by slrunk tracks and 
a beech tree, and moved rapidly 
doxvn hill toward the car. Snow 
was again encountered, which 
facilitated such rapid progress. 

The Expedition was considered 
highly satisfactory by both 
witnesses. We offer as corrob- 
orative evidence a firm determin- 
ation to go back next spring and 
do it again. 


IT*S CHRISTINAS TRIE TIME 

During the next feu days 
thousands of people all over tin 
country w ill be selecting a tree 
to become the center of Christinas 
festivities in their homes. The 
kind of tree popular for this 
purpose varies somewhat in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. In 
our own section balsam fir is 
prehaps the best liked. Its well- 
shaped branchecs together with 
the ability of its needles to 
withstand the warmth of our homes 
makes it especially desirable. 

Black and white spruce and red 
cedar arc also often used. In 
the southern states pine is the 
popular variety while on the we3t 
coast the douglas fir, the second 
largest sized tree in the U.j., 
is the favorite, 

Whatever variety of tree you 
prefer there are some things to 
remember about its selection. 

In the first place, if you are 
going into the woods to cut your 
own tree make sure that you first 
get permission from the owner of 
the property, Kext . make your 
choice carefully, considering 
size in comparison with where 
you plan to use it; cvcness, and 
spacing of branches. Look the 
tree over from all sides. Be 
sure you have the tree you want 
before you cut i£. Cut the tree 
cleanly, near the ground. Don't 
lop off the top of a much larger 
tree than you need I 

When you have your tree home 
take good care of it until time 
to bring it in the house, if you 
expect it to last well through 
the holidays. Warmth and expo- 
sure to wind will make its needles ! 
drop, so keep it in a cool, pro- 
tected spot outdoors, or in an 
unheated garage. 

Once indoors your tree will 
last much longer if placed in 
water# There arc commercial con- 
tainers available which hold 
water, or one may be quite easily 
improvised. Placing the tree in 


a pail of water with s'sones to 
koe? it from tipping, and covering 
the pail with a wooc.cn cover in 
which a hole for the stump of the 
tree has been bored, is one satis- 
factory way of providing water . 

One Christmas tree expert suggests 
adding one cup of sugar or molass- 
es to each gallon of water. The 
exact theory back of this suggest 
tion is not clear but people who 
have trice it claim that the 
needles stay on longer under this 
treatment. 

There are many theories as 
to the origin of the Christmas 
tree custom. One popular one 
is that it originated in Germany 
when martin Luther, a loth century 
religious leader, noticed the 
great beauty of a forost ever- 
green in the winter moonlight. 
Impressed by what he had seen, so 
the story goes, he wanted to share 
it with his family# Accordingly, 
ho cut a small tree and too’.: it 
home where lie set it up and light- 
ed it with candles. 

A popular belief as to how 
the custom come to this country 
is that the Hessians, who wore 
employed by England to fight 
against the colonists, b^ing home- 
sick, inaugcrated the iaea as a 
link with their homeland. 

Whatever your preference as 
to type, and whatever your belief 
as to the origin of tlic custom, 
if you want to make your Christmas 
tree 'good to the last needle' 
here's an idea. In the December 
issue of American Home, Wm. E. 
Bensyl describes how, after 
Christ: ias, he pruned the branches 
from his tree and used then to 
hold cloim leaves in his garacn; 
cut the trunk into firewood; in 
the spring stripped the brown 
needles to mulch blueberries; and 
finally used the bare, twiggy 
br ouches as support for his early 
peas! la?# Bensyl may not be a 
Yankee but that's Yankee thrift 
if you ever saw it l 

wliiRY CERICTI-AS said 
HAPIY HE./ YEAR. 
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A12.7U AL KEETING 
FRIDAY - JANUARY 25th 

The annual nee ting of the 
Killington Section GKC will be 
held Friday evening, January 25th 

at 7:30 P.K. 

Harold Valiquotte has kind- 
ly offered us the use of the 
Green i t. Awning Co., workshop, 
at 93 Killington A ve., for our 
meeting . 

Carl Kowhall has movies and 
slides taken on various trips in 
Kaine and Vermont to show us and 
Betty Ball has slides taken on 
her trip to the Gasp 6 last sum- 
mer . 

The Photography Contest will 
be held and the Club's collection 
of snapshots will be on hand to 
be looked over. 

As an innovation this year 
coffee and doughnuts will be 
served after the meeting. 

On the business siae there 
will be reports from officers 
and committees and the election 
of officers for 1952. Craiguc 
Perkins and Fred Field have been 
appointed as a nominating commit- 
tee to present a slc.te of offic- 
ers . 

This is 7 /our opportunit?/ to 
get up to date on the work and 
activities of the club and to 
give 1 us your suggestions for the 
coming year. It is also a chance 
to got better acquainted and ex- 
change ideas on subjects of com- 
mon interest. So bring your crp, 
we'll provide the coffee ana ■ r> 
doughnuts, and join us for a 
good GLC session on the 25th. 


PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

Just a final reminder to 
bring your favorite sliae and/or 
snapshot for the -Photography 
Contest at the annual meeting. 

There will be a prise in each 
class. To be eligible for the 
prizes pictures must have been 
taken on the Long Trail or on a 
regular GLC outing sometime dur- 
ing the past year. The more 
pictures the more interest, so 
bring them along. 

If you haven't alrcady 
given any contributions you may 
have for the Club's collection 
to Janis Catozzi bring them to 
her at the annual meeting. She 
will take the prints if you care 
to donate them or will get prints 
made if you will loan her the 
films. It helps to have the place, 
date, and names of any people 
shown, accompany the pictures. 

CONING OUTING 
b Y 

Charlotte Autkowski 

TIKC - Sunday, January 20th 
PLACE - Tucker Lodge 

Our schedule irould not be 
complete if wc didn't have at 
least one winter hike into 
Tucker Lodge. Usually scheduled 
around this time, and convenient- 
ly located near Pico, Tucker 
craws a pretty good crowd of the 
skiers in the Glub as well as the 
usual hikers. So pack your skiis 
or snoijshoes and a good lunch and 
away to Tucker I 


CLARENDON SHELTER NEEDS REPAIRS 


2 - 


Clarendon Shelter is an old 
favorite of a great many Killington j 
Section hikers. It was built in 
1921 and has weathered many a 
storm. Now it is old and leaky, 
but still a welcome sight to many 
who hike over The Long Trail and 
wish to make it a stop-over place 
between the Spring Lake Camp and 
Governor Clement Shelter, 

Situated in a beautiful pine 
grove, close to an ever flowing 
brook, it is one of The Long Trail’s 
beauty spots. 

The shelter needs a new 
roof. It also needs some type of 



CLARENDON SHELTER ' j 

wall siding. During the past 
years the sides have been repaired 
by nailing roofing paper over 
worn boards, 'While this is an 
inexpensive method of repairing 
the walls, it d.oesn’t last very 
long. Perhaps it would be less 
expensive in the long run, to 
apply something more durable. 

This is something for the Shelters ; 
Committee to work out. 

Another idea that has come 
to mind is, closing the shelter in 
to make it a more weathor proof, 
all season camp, A window could 
be put in the back of the camp 
and hinged ^oors, similar to the 
Spring Lake camp doors could be 
installed. This would provide 
a closed camp for winter use and 
for summer use the doors co-aid be 
swung open. 


CLARENDON SHELTER 
BENEFIT CARD PARTY JAN. #1 

Bedause Clarendon Shelter 
is in need of major repairs and 
because materials as well as 
volunteer labor arc going to be 
needed, the Killington Section 
of the GIIC is having a benefit 
card party at the home of Vera 
Perkins, 2k2 South Main Street, 

The date set for the party 
is Thursday, January 31 st, 

The time set for the party 
is 7^30 PM, 

Refreshment 3 will bo served 
and a prize given to the highest 
scorer at each table, 

Mrs, Harold Valiquette is 
contributing a door prize, 

A contribution of 50 cents 
from each player is requested. 

No tickets will be sold but a 
member of the Card Party Committee 
will call on you for your support 
of this worth while project. 

The Committee includes the 
f ollowing s 

Harold Valiquette, Chairman 

Thelma Valiquette 
Vera Perkins 
Mary Jennings 
Veda Knipes 
Mary Perkins 
Carl Ncwhall 

PERSONALS 

We have all missed Helen Field 
on the hikes lately. She has had 
a light case of pneumonia. 

Betty Ball spent the holidays 
with her folks in Florida. She 
came back with a grand tan. 

Pres, Roy Woodclton was in 
town and at Pico for skiing dur- 
ing Christmas week. 

As this is being written a 
work party is being held at Tucker 
Lodge", a report will be given in 
the next issue. 


I 


HAPPY HEW YEAR 


MCLAUGHLIN PALLS 

! 

Diana Conlon 

! 

Where were you Sunday, Dec, 
l6th ? 

We are beginning to think 
the McLaughlin Palls Hike is 
jinxed for weather. Last year 
it was scheduled the day after the 
big hurricane. This year, the 
day in question came after a 
heavy snowstorm and was cold, the 
coldest to date - some thing- or- 
other below zero. Ho one dared 
to say for sure, but my guess 
was about 10 below on the mountain. 
Perhaps it was the pre- 
Christmas rush instead of the 
weather that kept the attendance 
down to seven, Craigue Perkins 
appeared of course, and Vera, 
the Uewhalls , Hr, Bradder, our 
camp host for the day, George 
and* I, and Punch, Vie were all 
bundled up too, and above our ears. 
The air was crystal clear and 
the sun bright and warming. It 
was, as Vera said, ]i a winter day 
one dreams about," Actually it 
turned out to be one of the nicest 
winter hikes. 

After climbing the Notch 
Road we travelled along unbroken 
snow of the Wheolerville Road to 
McLaughlin Palls, The view of 
Pico, Killington, and Little 
Killington along the way was 
really beautiful with the sun 
highlighting the frosted moun- 
tain tops. 

Our modes of transportation 
varied; one on foot, four on 
snowshoes, and two on skis, 
(Trudging up the ITotch Road 
carrying skis, I would gladly 
have traded my choice for a pair 
of snowshoes. However, the trip 
back was worth it, V/e were first 
down with the least effort,) 

On arrival at the Fall’s 
camp, Wil Bradder set to work to 
build us a roaring fire. At 
first we had a few qualms and 
doubts as Mil's bread and butter 
job is "Fire Prevention", Despite 


this fact however, we soon had a 
good fire, a cozy camp and sizzling 
hamburgs. The boys did a wonderful 
job cooking while the girls toast- 
ed their toes in the oven. Cold 
toes were the only evidence of the 
weather, and they were soon taken 
care of. 

Before leaving camp wc had a 
short hike to view the Palls with 
its winter ice cap and to take 
pictures , 

By the time we started for 
home the mountains had taken on a 
rosyglow so our return trip was 
fast and to the point before the 
sun went down. 

It was a grand day and we 
wish you could have been with us. 


A WINTER DAY AT SPRING LAKE 

It was a good winter day to 
be out in the woods. As fourteen 
hikers walked up the road from 
the iron bridge noar Cuttingsville 
there was some speculation as to 
whether snow shoes would be needed 
when we reached the wood road 
leading up to Spring Lake Gamp, 

All blit three of the hikers were 
carrying their snow shoes, just 
in case , They were right ] I 

On reaching camp we found 
the stove-pipe removed from the 
stove and the grate taken out, 
Harold Valiquette had his stove 
in good working order after some 
concentrated effort on the part 
of a few of the hustlers. He 
also put some asbestos matting 
underneath the stove for fire 
protection. 

Soon a firo was warming the 
camp, snow was melting in the 
coffee pot, and various types 
of food were being heated . 

We sat around camp for a 
while discussing club plane and 
projects before starting for 
home . 

At the end of the wood road, 
in a clearing, a game of fox and 
geese was a big attraction. 


THE 194-8 WATER POLLUTION 
■•V CONTROL ACT 

The first Federal Lav relat- 
ing to water pollution was passed 
by Congress in 1886. It prohib- 
ited the dumping of refuse in 
New York Harbor. During the next 
fifty years several additional 
laws were passed but they dealt 
only with those forms of pollu- 
tion which might affect naviga- 
tion. 

We have now cone to realize 
the value of clean rivers and 
lakes in connection with recrea- 
tion, fish and wild life, drink- 
ing water supply, irrigation and 
industrial uses. But getting the 
necessary legislation through 
Congress is a very difficult 
matter . 

In 19i|i4- the Surgeon General 
uas empowered to investigate 
methods of purification. In 
1946 the Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice, and the Bureau of Mines 
were given authority to study 
the results of pollution. These 
agencies reported that an investi- 
gation should be made. They had 
no authority to act. 

The 1943 Act has been widely 
advertised as a big step toward 
the solution of the problem. The 
Surgeon General is directed to 
draw up a comprehensive program 
for the control of pollution in 
the interstate waters only . lie 
is directed to give out informa- 
tion, make available the results 
of research, and to encourage 
cooperation between the states. 

Up to June 1951 there had been 
no approval given by Congress to 
any such interstate compacts. 

The procedure for taking 
legal action under the law is 
very complicated. If pollution 
enters a stream and endangers 
the health or welfare of people 
in any o ther state, a public 
nuisance is said to exist. If 
the Surgeon General notices it 
he informs the offending state. 

He may even make recommendations. 
If no action which might improve 


conditions has been started with- 
in a certain time, the Surgeon 
General calls this to the atten- 
tion of the offending State and 
ho nay threaten to bring suit. 

If nothing is done the Federal 
Security Administration may hold 
a hearing on the case before a spe- 
cial board which may recommend that 
certain action be taken by the state. 
If after a reasonabl e time no ac- 
tion is taken, the Administration 
may, with the consent of the water 
pollution control agency of the 
offending state, requ est the 
Attorney General to start suit. 

If such suit ever gets through 
the courts and pollution is found 
to exist, the judgement must take 
into consideration the '‘economic 
feasibility" of correcting con- 
ditions. In other words the 
public must pay for proving to 
the offender that he will make 
money by correcting the condition 
or nothing need be done about it. 

The bill also authorizes 
the appropriation of about 
$100 , 000,000 to be loaned to 
the states and cities to help 
them build treatment plants. Up 
to June 1951 no money had been 
actually appropriated. 

Some survey work has been 
done under the provisions of this 
act. Tlier e are about two hundred 
sixty watersheds in the country, 
only about half of which can be 
reached by laws like the 1943 
Act. There have been set up but 
few interstate compacts that pro- 
vide any real control of pollution. 

Of the estimated twenty 
thousand sources of pollution 
about half arc municipalities 
and about half arc industrial. 

Many of these need to use the 
water from the lakes or streams on 
which they are located and are in 
favor of controlling the pollution 
of others but will never stop their 
own pollution until compelled to 
by lax/. 

It will take a much more 
compelling lax-/ than the badly 
misnamed Water Pollution Control 

Act of 194°* 
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REPORT FROL OUR PAST PRLSIDLLT 


Low that 1951 has drawn to 
a close, the hilling ton Section 
of the GLC can look back on a 
very successful year. 

The highlight of the past 
season was the completion and 
dedication of Spring Lake Camp. 

Next was our working over of our 
complete section of the trail and 
putting it in gooc shape. Also 
our new program of Section "enc. 
to end" hikes was very well 
attended. 

If we can have as much co- 
operation and interest this next 
3 r ear as we have had in the past, 
we can look forward to a very 
successful 1952. 

Churchill Scott. ! 

! 


A I .S3 SAGE FROL OUR 
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I would like to thank you 
for my nomination and election 
as president of the Killington 
Section, Green Fountain Club. 

I hope that, with the same 
hearty cooperation as we have had 
in the previous years, we can 
look forward to a very enjoyable 
year . 

The following people have 
been good enough to lend their 
assistance and guidance as chair- 
men of standing committees ; 

Photography - Jan Catozzi 
Trails - Craigue Perkins 
Shelters - Carl Lewhall 
Outing - Vera Perkins 


C-eorge Conlon. 


KILLIiiGTOi: ... /JTIOL » J 

AITLUAL IIEETILG 


The annual meeting of the 
Killington Section of the GKC was 
held January 25th at the plant of 
The Green Fountain Awning Co., in 
Rutland. 

George Conlon was elected 
president, Vera Perkins, vice 
president; Eleanor walker, sec- 
r e t ary- tr 0 asur er . 

Helen Field and Churchill 
Scott won the photography contest, 
many pictures were added to the 
C lub ' s albun of interesting s nap - 
shots . 

A sum not to exceed two 
hundred dollars was voted for the 
repair of Pico shelter. 

The Shelters committee chair- 
man, Harold Valiquette, reported 
that he would investigate the 
possibility of closing in the 
Clarendon shelter and givo an 
estimate of the cost later. 

The Trails committee chair- 
man, Craigue Perkins, reported 
that our* section of The Long Trail 
is in good condition. There are 
a few blowdo’wns north of Spring 
Lake and some young evergreens 
arc growing up on the trail be- 
tween Pico and billing eon. 

Fred Field reported that he 
had GLC insignia and Guide Books 
for anyone wishing to buy them. 

Carl Lewhall and uetty Ball 
showed some interesting kodachrome 
slides . 

Coffee and doughnuts were 
served by Thelma Valiquette and 
I ..ary Jennings. 


COMING EVENTS 


TREASURER’S REPORT JAN. 1, 1952 
RECEIPTS 

Cash on haiftd Jan. 1,1951 ..>622,92 
Int, on money in the Bank 9.63 
Received from. Dues 151.50 

Received from Card Party 25.00 
Sale of three badges 1.50 

Received from Rummage Sale 

iPAtli. 

Total $ 917.26 

DISBURSEMENTS 


Trails and Shelters $ 85.28 

Outing Committee 25.31 

Prizes for Photo Contest 2,00 

Paid to Janitor for room 

for annual meeting 2,00 

Fred Field Ins. Co. for 

Ins. on Spring Lake C, 19.58 
Main Club for Badges & 

Guide Books 14-.50 

Dues to Main Club 1951 31.30 


Smoke ’ Blazes cost for yr, 

5.0.9k 

Total (t e20.91 

Balance Cash on hand 

Jan. 1, 1952 0 696,35 


PERSONALS 

Joseph Valequitte has returned 
to St, Michael’s College after 
having spent semester vacation 
with his parents, Tholma and 
Harold Valiquette. 

William Allard has returned 
to the University Of Vermont 

Charles Sab our in has returned 
to the College of Pharmacy Boston, 

FIT. Michael Jennings, U.S, 

Navy is home on a two week leave 
from his Navy base in South Boston, 

Charlotte Rutkowski is vaca- 
tioning in Florida, 


Place: Clarendon Shelter 
Tine: Sunday, Feb. 2L|.th 

leave Mcldon school at 
11 AM. 

Place: Pine Hill 

Time : Sunday, March 9th 

leave Meldon school at 
11 AM. 

If the weather permits 
there may be skating on 
the pond . 

For further information on 
these hikes call 1910, V, Perkins, 

Outing Committee Chmn, 


NEW SCHEDULE 

The 1952 Schedule of Outings 
will be mailed with the next 
issue of SMOKE C: BLAZES , 

If members have any sugges- 
tions as to whore they would 
like to go on scheduled hikes, 
call Vera Perkins, Outing Com- 
mittee Chairman, and she will be 
glad to try to use your suggestion. 

If you $ave ideas about 
different types of outings such 
as social gatherings, indoor 
me etings etc,, let’s hoar from you , 

PERSONALS 

Dan Jennings is homo from St. 
Michael’s College recuperating 
from a bronchial infection. 

Dart he a Noyes has returned 
to her work after being absent 
for some time because of a broken 
lag. 

Bornicc Tuttle is homo from the 
Rutland Hospital making a satis- 
factory recovery after an auto- 
mobile accident. 

We like to keep informed 
about what our members arc doing. 

If you have any news for our 
PERSONAL column, oleasc send it to 
SMOKE 2: BLAZES, 12 >• BELLEVUE A VS. 

Rutland, Vt, 
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Thelma 


by 

Valicuettc 


Once vip on a tine in the year 
1952, January 20th, to be enact, 
members of the Hilling ton Section 
left the city to join a party 
already at hue her Lodge. 

Craigue Porhino, the Carl 
Bewhalls, the C-eorgc Conlons, 
arriving at Tucker the niglit be- 
fore had succcodod in warning the 
lodge. The evening w.n enjoy ably 
spent popping corn etc., and then 
the Conlons left for hutland. 

When we arrived at noon our 
aforesaid party had the fire 
ready for our cooking needs. 

Betty Ball end Eleanor "/alkcr <’c- 
cidod they hadn't liilcd enough so 
before eating they ventured out' 
on the Blue Trail. By the tine 
they cauc back' noct of us had 
eaten and were ready to start out 
again, Churchill, Vera, hary J. ; 
and I started out on tho Blue 
Trail, Churchill carrying his 
snowshocs while wo attenpted to 
wear ours. The trail being slip- 
pery fror.i the crustod snow and 

docidedl" on a slant at 201 , 1 c 
</ 

points, wo found it 'wiser to x<rear 
our snowshocs on our backs. 

be brought hobble bush back 
for interior decorating. 

Harold left canp and hiked 
to his car at the parking area, 
then drove around to meet us 
just above the Perkins' camp 
and brought us safely home. 

Barbie Allard and Partha 
Ilakins enjoyed the company of 
Balik, the Pico St. Bernard dog. 
Halt Bakins and the seven remain- 
ing at coup canc out to tlieir 
cars in the parking area at Pico, 
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Splendid cooperation accom- 
plished this. Our thanks go to 
the Valiqucttos for the very spe- , 
cial door prize, to Jan and Hay 
Catozzi for the napkins, tlx© com- 
mittee, the chair movers; the 


sandwich makers, the contributors, 
and all those who attended. 
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After having become more or 
loss resigned to the idoa that tho 
'winter' was to be lacking from 
the weekend this year, wc were 
suprised and delighted on Satur- 
day A.h. February 9th to sec snow, 
(we always know it was a great help 
to have our wc at her man, hr. hirk, 
•with usi) 

The advance guard, Carl 
Hewhall unt Croiguc x erkins ar- 
rived at comp Sat. A.h. with the 
weekend supplies -- that all im- 
portant food l By afternoon, when 
the rest of us arrived, camp was 
worn and cozy. However, not wish- 
ing to x.vistc any of a perfect 
afternoon, overyono took off for 
the woods alnost immediately. 

After good, hikes wc were all back 
at canp by 5:30 to greet now ar- 
rivals and servo our turns in the 
pr ep nr at ion o f supp or . 

The evening card games 'were 
interrupted for quick trips out- 
doors to look for the eclipse on 
the moon. (He learned later it 
wasn't due until the next night I) 

Our good luck hold and Sun- 
day was another fine day. Every- 
one got outdoors soon after broak- 
fast for hiking and skiing. By 
one o'clock we i/ere all back and, 
with more arrivals from town, there 
were 22 who answered the call to 
an excellent fricassee chicken 
dinner. Then .. 10 re hikes and 
skiing for most, though a few 
chose instead a Sunday afternoon 
nap by tho firo. 

The party began to break up 
late in the afternoon. Everyone 
left reluctantly, declaiming it 
the best 'winter weekend' to date. 

The Club's appreciation goes 
to I oxinc and Carl for tho good 
job they did in preparing for the 
meals; to hary and Craiguc for the 
use of their canp; and to all the 
poonlo who ms.de the weekend a 
success by coming I 


KILLINGTON SECTION 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 1952 
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Barbara Allard 
William Allard 
Marjory Allard 
Elizabeth Ball 
Maude Canty 
Janis Catozzi 
Jimmie Catozzi 
Johnny Catozzi 
Ray Catozzi 
Dianne Conlon 
George Conlon 
L, Lei and Dudley 
Virginia Dudley 
Kelley Emslie 
Edith Ewald 
Fred Field 
Helen Field 
Tommy Field 
Ruth Fostman 
Martha Hakin 
Daniel Jennings 
Mary Jennings 
Michael Jennings 
Anne Jones 
Joseph Jones 
George Kirk 
Roderick Knipes 
Veda Knipes 
Ruth LaBrake 
Carl Hewhall 
Maxine Newhall 
Pearle Nichols 
Darthea Noyes 
Heather Page 
Getty Page 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Francis Rice 
Charlotte Rutkowski 


Miss Eleanor Walker, Treasurer 
Killington Section, G.ii.C. 

87 Baxter Street, 

Rut 1 and , V e rmont 

Enclosed please find _ 

adult membership at '-,.>2,00 

junior membership at 1.50 


Charles Labour in 
Jane Sab our in 
Addie Spaulding 
i Gale Spaulding 
Robert Spaulding 
Marilyn Trop 
| Lula Tye 

Harold Valiquette 
j Thelma Valiquette 
i Joseph Valiquette 
II. Eleanor Walker 
Carlton Wilson Life Member 
Matilda Goulding Life Member 

To date we have a total 
membership of 53 paid members. 

1 Of course it is early in the 
; year and many of last year's 
members have not sent in their 
dues. Last year the membership 
was 91*- - Let's try to increase 
that number by at least 30 more 
new membors. 

If you have any friends 
that might be interested in 
joining the Killington Section 
of the Green Mountain Club, just 
let us know about them. 

Your membership in the 
Green Mountain Club helps support 
an activity that makes the 
Green Mountains accessible to 
all who wish to hike on them. 

Your continued support is needed 
to carry on this work. 

If your dues for 1952 have 
not been paid please detach 
the coupon below and mail it 
with your remittance to the 
treasurer. 

If you have no need for the 
coupon, please pass it on to 
some one who may be interested. 


for* 

e ac h , 
each 


Gigneci. 


For the year 1952 



COKING EVENTS 

Time - Saturday, March 22nd 
Place - Canp Sang anon, Pittsford 

Wo are glad to be able to 
announce that the Sugar Party will 
be held at Canp Sang anon again 
this year, thanks to the kindness 
and hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leone Smith. We arc optonistic 
about the start of the sugar sea- 
son and have set the date of the 
Sugar Paftyy for Saturday, 
lMa&cXi, 22rjflv 

Helen and rred Field will 
be co-chaifcmen of the event and 
have as able assistants, Mary 
Jennings, Betty Ball, Harold 
Valiquette, Ray Catozzi and 
Craigue Perkins. 

The menu, as is customary for 
Killington Section Sugar Parties, 
will consist of sugar -on- snow, 
pickles, doughnuts, and coffee. 

We can't tell you the exact 
price yet as it depends on the 
cost of syrup this season, how- 
ever this is not a money making 
proposition so the charge will 
be just enough to cover the cost - 
probably about 75p» 

We plan to have the sugar 
ready to serve about 6:30 P.M. 
Those who want to see something 
of the sugar making process and 
work up more of an appetite might 
like to go up in the afternoon. 
Whenever you go plan on walking 
in to camp from the highway as 
the camp road will not be open 
for cars. 

After supper there will be 
Ping-pong and Square Dancing in 


the Camp recreation hall - so 
you can all work off those extra 
c alor ics ! 

The Sugar Party is one of 
those annual events to which we 
all look forward and Camp Sanga- 
mon is an ideal place for it. 
You'll be sorry if you mis3 this 
one ! 

Time - Sunday, April 6th 

Place - Groenwall Shelter 

Wo haven't done this one for 
several years and then not at this 
season. The Trail leads south 
from the Wallingford - East 
Wallingford Gulf road. It is any- 
body's guess how successful we'll 
be in following it this time of 
year as the last mile runs through 
open pastures and crosses several 
side roads. It will bo wise to 
follow the advise of the Guiec 
Book and ''Watch carefully- for- 
white blazes on barns, fences, 
and rocks.'* A little difficulty 
should add to the interest how- 
ever . 

The distance from the Gulf 
road to Groenwall is only one 
and three -fourths miles so there 
should bo time for getting lost 
and found at least a couple of 
times! If we got completely sty- 
mied we can always reverse our 
direction and visit our own Buf- 
fun Shelter. 

Although wot under foot, 
early spring can bo pretty fine 
overhead and, given any luck with 
the weather, this should be a 
good and not too strenuous day's 
outing* 


iiSltf" SCHEDULES OUT 

Schedule cares showing the 
outings planned through July 20th 
are enclosed with this copy of 
Smoke and Blazes, We think there 
arc some you won't want to miss. 
So why not check your calendar 
right now and plan for them? 

Details on the outings are 
always given in Smoke and Blazes 
under 'Coming Events' and a re- 
minder with starting time, meet- 
ing place etc., usually appears 
in the Rutland Herald. We arc 
trying now to have these Herald 
notices appear on the Thursday 

preceding each hike. So road 

your pacers anc don't miss the 
fun. 

PITH WITH IIOELLE Eh hi 

It's not too late to try 
forcing a few branches for early 
bloom. Several members have had 
a lot of fun and some very nice 
bouquets from branches of 'hobble 
bush 'gathered on some of the 
late winter hikes. It's supris- 
ing how few people know these 
lovely blossoms. 

ADDITIONS TO TnE 
1952 1 ELDERSHIP LIST 

Martha Adams 
Helen E ailejr 
Anna L. horg 
Madeline hr adder 
Tilbur Lrac.aer 
Walter Ilakin 
James Iiayward 
Jack Martin 
Janet I . martin 
George I. chaster 
David Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Ellen Russell 
Leone Smith 
Bernice Tuttle 
Lucy Bishop 

uILLLjo 
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At a recent meeting of the 
Executive committee imic at the 
home of the i-rosiuent, George 
Conlbn, the budget for the year 
was made up and the new hike 
schedule approved. 

ABOUT r'C I...J jE x a O.i 

Congratulations go to ethel 
anc Churchill Scott on the birth 
of their second son. 

Marjorie Allard visited in 
Hew fork during a recent vaca- 
tion from Her teaching duties 
in the Home .xonomico (..apartment 
of West Rutland high School. 

Mary ant. Craiguc Perkins 
arc grandparents again, their 
second grandson having arrived 
on Pcbr-uory 19th. 

Charles Sabourin is sp dicing 
liis mid-term vacation at his homo 
on Baxter jtro^t. 

Janet and Jack Martin v:ill 
spend a few cays in Rutland this 
month before leaving for Port Sill, 
Oklahoma. They Lave been living 
in Lordcntown, .J. while Jack has 
been at Port Lix for basic training. 

Charlotte Rutkowski has been 
having her annual winter vacation 
in Florida. 

We arc glad to k car that 
Lu T ’"0 expects to be hack in her 
office again, soon after having 
bus-n. confined to her home for 
more than a wool: - ith the grippe, 

,<e suspect that others of 
our members have been ill re- 
cently cue to the prevailing 
epidemic of 0 ri..>pc, coles, and 
whatnot. We wish then all a 
one ecu recovery. 


Wliat tree has colors wrapped 

around 

That can be wound up or unwound? 


( oio.hkr :) 

•Ariel ei'.ari or:q punou, tiojpiTqo 
Hp-t to qcamj oyq no uoqjo 


REPORT 0? TEE CL^ffi-IDOS 31'EE 3 

by 

i# 

Ruth. A, Fostxoan 

Sunday, February was 

one of the most beautiful winter 
days. In spite of the outdoor 
activities of the Winter Carnival 
in Rutland, sixteen members of the 
Killington Section (including 
Punch Conlon ) left Rutland at 
eleven o'clock for Clarendon 
Shelter, 

The cars were left on the 
highway as far out of the line of 
traffic as possible. In fact one 
was backed so far into a snowbank 
that it had to be shoveled out. 

We all donned our 3nowshoes 
and started up the old road trail, 
which I a:. - sure was at least five 
feet higher than it is in summer. 

It was perfect for snow shoeing 
and we took our tine, looking for 
signs of wildlife. We saw sever- 
al chickadees, one gray squirrel; 
heard woodpeckers, and saw rabbit 
and squirrel tracks. 

When we slow pokes arrived 
the men had a fire started in the 
tricky stove. At least there was 
smoke so there must have been a 
fire. As we neared the shelter 
we hoard sweet music coming from 
the upper bunks via George Conlon r £ 
bite size radio. 

It wasn't long before there 
were two good fires roaring. We 
dug out the outdoor fireplace 
and with the good wood supplied 
by our axemen, Carl ITewhall and 
the others, dinner was soon ready 
and. so were we. The coffeo was 
the best ever. 

After dinner some took sun 
baths, some short hikes, some did 
snow sculpturing while the men 
looked over the condition of the 
shelter with the idea of estimat- 
ing material needed for repairs. 

As always the time comes to 
leave for home and after signing 
the new register we were on our way 
Wo missed liary Perkins but 
understood just how busy she must 
have been. All in all it was a 
very pleasant trip. 


POT FAR FROL H0IL3 

A place not far from home is 
often neglected as a destination 
for a hike, and far off places 
are usually preferred. Our Sun- 
day hike of harch 9th proved 
that right in our own city of 
Rutland a walk over the wooded 
slopes of Pino Hill can be a de- 
lightful adventure. 

There was snow enough in the 
woods to warrant the use of snow 
shoes and skis . As we walked up 
the hill from Evergreen Avenue 
ire could see the homes in the city 
below and. to the east. Talk 
centered around the idea of de- 
veloping the Pine .Kill area as 
a recreation center. We learned 
that Harold Valiquette is on the 
Chamber of Commerce committee 
that is looking into plans for 
the development. 

When we reached Rocky Pond 
we hesitated a moment and wonder- 
ed if the ice would be safe for 
crossing on it, Harold was in 
the lead and we decided that if 
it would hold him up, it would be 
safe for the rest of the party. 

We crossed the pond without a 
mishap and discovered that the 
ice was more than a foot thick. 

Big snowf lakes were slowly 
falling. The sky was stool gray 
with just a hint that the sun 
might shine. It didn't take 
long to get the fire going for 
Vera had brought along kindling. 
The coffee boiled in record time 
and knapsacks -were unloaded and 
lunches eaten. 

It is always nice to go 
home by another trail whenever 
possible so we hiked on to Buddy 
Pond and over the trail in back 
of the Country Club, We came 
out at the ski tow and watched 
the skiers for a while. Before 
we had started out on our hike, 
one car had been parked here so 
that drivers of the other cars 
could be given a ride back to 
the starting place on Evergreen 
Avenue, This worked out well for 
all except Ray and his shovel. 
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Some ago a part" of 

over night caimors fro:.: Autland 
approached a 0.1 ,C. C cup to spend j 
the night . The Camp was thor- 
oughly occupied by a group fro:: 
a summer camp, This group made 
it Icnown in no uncertain terns 
that the Caup was occupied and 
that their Councilor did not want ] 
any other party there when they 
were there. These people simply 
did not Imow the rules of Camp 
hospitality. 

While a work party was re- 
pairing a Camp roof they found 
carved deeply in. the roofing 
paper the name of a 3uuner camp 
and the names of several summer 
campers . Prone r supervision 
would have prevented this damage , 

host of us have met on the 
Trail groups of twenty or more ! 
boys or girls heading for some 
Shelter to spend the night, tvon 
under good leadership such a mob 
would monopolize the Shelter to 
such an extent that other hihc-rs 
could not use it. 

Traditionally the facili- 
ties of The Green l.ountain Club 
have been available to all per- 
sons who use them properly. It 
seems that some do not use them, 
properly, perhaps through excus- 
able ignorance of camping customs. 

In consideration, of this 
situation the Kiilington Section 
resolved at their annual meeting 
that the Trustees of The Cfrcen 
Mountain Club should consider 
taking the following stops : a 

letter should bo sent to all 
Vermont Summer Cam s offering to 
thorn the use of our Trail a and 
Camps • Requesting that groups 
from the summer cam's be limited 
to a reasonable number (perhaps 
eight or ton) under proper super- 
vision; anc suggesting that our 
slide collection be s moire to 
their campers. 

Such action, should make the , 
Camp managements feel a. little 
more responsible without causing j 
any hard feelings. If the campers! 


thorns ol vos had a more complete 
picture of the significance 01 
The non. Trail they would be less 
thou gat less of the n. hts of other 
hikers and less destructive to 
Club rrorortr , 

.. J. V f 
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Ono of the most attractive 
books on tracks is a 6G3 rage 
volume filled with pictures and 
diagrams. .. reading of this vol- 
ume by a person with no great ex- 
perience, but with average intel- 
ligence, will convince him that 
this tract on tracks has to do only 
with those of the iron horse, which, 
if we may borrow the bird hunter's 
0 xpre s s i on ( than] you ) , i 0 s one - 
what beside tho point. 

80 let us lag' our musty book 
aside and go out into the omen air. 
Let us orient ourselves. Above us 
floats tho sky. Around us are our 
surroundings. Directly beneath vs 
lies the snow covered ground. 

The proverbial tost of the 
tracker is this: Can he follow 

an elephant in six foot of snow 
with a bell round hi 3 nock? Can 
7‘ou ? kith a boll round your 
nock l How silly ] 

...3 we look around us the first 
tracks we notice are our own . Thev 
go where we go. They stop when we 
stop. In fact they soon to be 
following us. hut enough of such 
distractions , 

That is this track like a 
bad fie Id formation ? It is the 
bunny rabbit, otherwise known as 
the varying or dyod hair. 80c how 
ho roes in leaps and bounds. Some- 
times he leaps. This is leap year, 

Tho puss;, cat also makes tracks, 
hut this is not tho time.' of the 
com '.on missy. It is that of the 
striped pussy. If we follow quid - 
ly ^erhaps we shall surprise him. i 
But no, rather let us make tracks 
t&a other wag' i 

To -night we shall read that 
new boo. 1 : about tracks ".iron 
Saratoga to Hialeah"'. It is a 
B o o? :ic - of - 1 he -Month s o 1 c c t i on , 

You can't go wrong for two < o liars J 


\ 
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COKIi'TG EVEHTS 

Tine - Saturday P.ri. Apr, 19 th 
Place- Doer Leap Circle Trail 
Supper at Tucker Lodge 

This should make a good 
afternoon trip with opportunities j 
to suit all degrees of ambition. 

Our plan for the hike is to 
follow the Circle Trail, starting 
at the highway opposite the Long 
Trail Lodge, to where it joins 
The Long Trail north of Tucker 
Lodge, then along The Long Trail 
to Tucker for supper, and finally ! 
completing the circle by contin- 
uing on The Long Trail back to 
the highway. ^This is a total 
distance of '2-|- miles. 

Those with a surplus of am- 
bition might wish to go up over 
the Deer Leap Look-out Trail and | 
come down onto the Circle Trail 
a short distance before it joins 
The Long Trail. This is only a 
little longer but is a consider- 
ably stiffer hike. We don’t ad- 
vise this route unless the trail 
is less wet and slippery than it 
usually is An mid April. 

Those suffering with spring 
fever and desirous of taking it 
easy may go in to Tucker by the 
usual short route. This latter 
alternative would be good also 
for those who can’t get away 
early but would like to join us 
for supper, j 

Tucker has good cooking fac- . 
ilities so why not bring a real 
cook-out supper. This is also a 
nice place to linger after a meal, ’ 


COILQTC- EVERTS 

Time - Sunday, !*ay kth 
Place - Bradder’s Camp, Tinmouth 
Channel . 

Come on all you fishermen 
here’s a chance to try your luck. 

For several years this first fish- 
ing season hike has been to Little 
Rocky Pond where we have found 
a t least four fishermen for every 
possible fish. We aren r t promis- 
ing anything about your success 
at Tinmouth but you can try I 

For the non-fishermen this 
is an equally good set-up for an 
enjoyable day. There is plenty 
of hiking territory and the camp, 
the surroundings, and the Bradder’s 
hospitality are all that anyone 
could wish. 

FEW EASTER OUTFIT 

The GHC coffee not is appear- 
ing with a “new loo!:“ these days. 

“T“ and Harold Valiquotte have 
provided it with a fine, new, 
carrying bag of dark green awning 
cloth. Those Valiquettes are cer- 
tainly handy folks to have around l 

HOT ICE 

This is the last SIIOKE /AID 
BLAZES to be nailed to persons 
not on the 1952 membership List. 

If your dues have not been 
paid please send then to the Trcas,, 
hiss Eleanor Walker, 07 Baxter St,, 
Rutland, Vermont. 

To save expenses, only one 
copy of 3. C: B. is sent to a family. 


Sugar Party 

by 

Carl i-Iewhall 

To a true Vermonter, the 
transition from winter to spring 
(with days considerably warmer 
but nights still on the wintry 
side) is associated with a most 
wonderful product of nature... 
maple sjrrup. To say maple syrup 
is a product of nature is stretch- 
ing the point somewhat, for it 
is what man does with nature * s 
raw material that makes it some- 
thing wonderful. 

As is customary every year. 
The Green i-Iountain Club organ- 
ized a Sugar Party, in order that 
the members and friends could 
again observe the collecting of 
sap and the process of boiling 
down sap into syrup. Although 
the process is very interesting, 
it i3 the opportunity to eat a 
heavy syrup cooled on snow that 
makes a sugar party really 
enjoyable. 

On ilarch 22, the club 
gathered at Camp Sangamon in 
Pittsford for their annual sugar 
party. Through the hindness and 
hospitality of In. and Ins. Leon 
Smith, the club had the use of 
the c amp 1 s hitchen, dining room 
and recrkation hall. In the . 
afternoon a whole bunch of us 
went in early, some carrying as 
much as a whole dozen doughnuts, 
or a box of napkins. Of course, 
we had our two pack horses, 

Harold Valiquette and Craigue 
Perkins loaded down with cans of 
syrup, jars of pickles, and other 
provisions. The rest of the crew 
stood by to drag them out of the 
mud if need be. 

After completing the pre- 
liminary chores, everyone went 
to the sugar house where In. Smith 
was starting operations. The 
kids in the party took off after 
the collecting crew to he In 
gather the sap, and ride back on 
the sled, lir . Smith let sap into 
the evaperator and stoked up the 
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fires, and in no tin? had the 
sugar house so full ci steam... 
the shutter-bugs were taking 
pictures of clouds of steam and 
very little else. 

About five o’clock most 
everyone drifted back to the camp, 
where the fires were blazing and 
the syrup was boiling away . By 
the time the call to eat came, 
a very large crowd had gathered, 
and everyone dug into the sugar 
on snow , pickles, doughnut s . , . 
and here and there a ham sand- 
wich, a la carte. The final 
count, including kitchen help 
and late comers, and the host’s 
j party, numbered 65. 

The tables were cleared for 
cards, checkers, and chatter in 
the dining room, and in the recre- 
ation room there was ping-rong 
and more chatter, with a ring of 
chairs drawn up to and almost 
into the huge fireplace. As 
j soon as the dishes were washed, 
Getty Page got us down to business 
j and squared some sets for dancing. 

! Before long, the hall was a bee- 
I hive of activity, with the junior 
; set indulging in a form of square 
I dancing all their own. ..but with 
i a little coaching and coaxing, 
j the dancing was in full swing. 

members of the executive 
committee and interested onlookers 
d-iscussed our Clarendon Shelter 
project. The meeting came to a 
sudden halt when a shortage of 
men had created such confusion 
in the square dancing that wives 
came looking for husbands with 
fire and determination in their 
eyes. 

The party was a great 
success, due in large measure to 
the willing help of so many 
members in the kitchen and dining 
room. Ue owe a vote of thanks 
to all those who worked so hard 
to make the party a success. 

We understand that several of 
our members have taken up square 
dancing and are to be in an ex- 
j hibition dance soon. 


April 6 tli turned out to be 
a dark rainy day so naturally no- 
body would want to go on a hike. 

Oh yeah. ? hell, Churchill and 
Scotty Scott, Haxine and Carl 
Hewhall, Diana and George Conlin, 
and Cpaigue Perkins just didn’t 
know any better so the hike was 
held after all. On reaching the 
Trail crossing on the Gulf .load 
we were surprised to find almost 
a foot of very soggy snow. Since 
all didn’t have snow-shoes with 
them it was decided to do a 
"Corrigan"’ and gc to Buff am 
Shelter instead of Greenwall. 

The road was broken out so the 
going to the Shelter wasn’t bad. 
Everything was found to be in 
good condition with some dry wood. 
A fire was soon built and the 
assorted, menu;, were sizzled and 
bupped. 

While splitting wood, Carl 
met with, or rather was overtaken 
by, a slight accident which caused 
him to lag a little behind for 
the rest of the day. nothing 
serious, just a case of being too 
nearly worn out maybe, lifter 
dinner we talked ourselves into 
going for a hike further up the 
Trail. When we got up out of the 
woods the snow was gone from 
many places so we just wandered 
around where the going was best. 

A skunk and several par- 
tridges were seen as well as 
many unidentified birds. kany 
stones weighing up to fifty pounds 
were found rolled over since the 
snow went away . Too heavy for 
skunks; a bear maybe ? Or did 
somebody want to know what was 
under tham and left nc stone un- 
turned till he found out ? About 
four o’clock, after another cup 
of coffee, we went back to the 
cars. On the way who should we 
meet but Day Catozzi trying to 
make up for a late start. Another 
successful outing and shame on 
those who couldn’t be talked 
into going along. 


Another page in the boo 1 -: of 
Green mountain Club history is 
turned, and sadly read, in. the 
death of Willis h, '.loss. On 
April 3rd, 1952 at the age of 
Go his journey on the long trail 
of life ended. 

Willis Aosc played a major 
role in the development of 
Vermont’s Long Trail. In its 
early days he did the actual 
work of building many miles of 
it as well as securing permission 
to have The Green kotmtain Club 
build it across private property. 

The ’.Jill is Loss Camp at 
Stratton Pond was named in his 
honor, for many years he was 
chairman of the Trails committee. 
He also served as Clerk of The 
Green fountain Club for a number 
of years. Until a few years ago, 
he hiked with killing ton Section 
groups and told many interesting 
stories about the building of 
The Long Trail. 
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On 

karch 15th 

we received a 

card 

fro 
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-red mi eld 
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ng the arri 

val of their 

son P 
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r Daveivoort 

Yield. 


He quote from the card : 


"ky mother calls me "Honey". 

Brother To:. my says I’m "neat", 
ky grandmas rave about me. 

They think I’m pretty street, 

Granp says I’m" like a little doll". 
But I think I ought to mention 
ky Daddy loves me best of all. 

I’m his latest tax exemption." 


Vera Perkins lias just returned 
from a trip to Durham, Hortli 
Carolina. She also visited in 
kilning ton ancl Southern lines in 
that state as well as Washington, 

D. C. She spent master Sunday 
in Hew York city , 


cr.-rrrjf* - n' > r\ c . • ' . t > v 

by 

<j amc 3 r. Taylor 
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It’s just the so: c ua.eth.Gr 
ki’s the trunk of a tree or a 
branch of a tree or a twig fro:;: 
a tree, across the trail. It 1 s a 
barricade, express!::.:; hostility, 
swearing "They shall not pass!" 
or it's a syubol, a sign of warn- 
ing in friendly fashion spoken, 
saying, "Stop - Turn aside - ..To 
gangway here" J " 

In every case it's a lie, 
a winter-made, spring -revealed, 
summer- spoiling lie. And now 
there are scores of tree-trunk 
barricades that lie, and hundreds ! 
of tree-branch symbols that lie, 
and thousands of tree-twig signs 
that lie. They lie J Tor The Long 
Trail is an invitation. It en- 
tices all the world to walh a 
mount a i n-hi gh , tree- enb ow e r e d , 
free, open and easy path that be- 
gins where Vermont begins and 
ends where Vermont ends . 

And we, the people of 
Vermont who made, must ever y 
spring again complete the Trail 
of ’.Tele one by removing the liars 
from the path. Ae who tosses 
out a twig speaks a word of 
welcome to Vermont. Ae who 
throws out a branch speahs a 
sentence of welcome to Vermont/ 
he who carries out logs speahs 
volumes , 

Unhappy and accursed is he 
who tabes no part in this el- 
oquence of greeting. 

Adit or 1 s note: 

James P, Taylor is no lon- 
er with us, Ee was the father 
of The Long Trail and wrote the 
above words many years ago. 

'feat he had to say then about 
"The stick across the trail" 
applies today just as much as it 
ever did. Each spring after the 
winter winds, there is always 
work to be done on The Trail. 

Lot’s got ready to "speak 
volumes 1 . 


Clara A’. wall 
L, Larson 
hr s. ... Larson 
A, . Locke 

x J »3 , --J 0 — x a - O C .0 

Dale Carpenter 


A arb ar a hollow 


Joan Tomas i 
John Tama si 
u 07 . ‘2 n . Gee 

Helen nr ink 


L. — l-ui j 0.. s — 1 . 1 . :S.. .. j. w. jA 

After a careful study of the 
possibilities of closing in 
Clarendon Shelter, the committee 
has finally decided that the 
work can be done without too much 
expense to the club. It is planned 
to board over the part now open, 
leaving a door and two window- less 
oponiu. s in the front with a window 
in each end and one window in the 
roar . The whole building will be 
covered with ...asonite hard board 
with battens a id trim. The open- 
ings in the front arc to have 
him ed shutters that can be opened 
downward to form tables, 

Carl Aeuhall, Chairman. 
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WOT ICE OP ANNUAL MEETING 


r <• — •* 


;C EVENTS 


All members of The Green 
Lountain Club are invited and 
urged to attend the Annual Loot- 
ing to be held at the Long Trail 
Lodge Chalet, Saturday, Lay 31st. 

An interesting program has 
been arranged. By attending you 
will not only enjoy yourself but 
will also learn more about your 
Club. 


The program 
Lay 31 - 11 A.Ii. 

1 P.L. 
2:15 “ 

3 '* 


6:30 P T L, 


7:30 P.L. 
8:30 P.L* 
June 1-9:30 A.M. 


is as fo lions; 
Opening 

Dinner at Chalet 
Lore business 
Trustees Loot. 
Hiking, visiting, 
looking at albums 
Supper -r 
Sugaring -off - 
Singing 
Speaker with 
slides 

Square Dancing, 

G aiaes 

Hike to Little 
Rock Bond. 


Vera Perkins is chairman 
of the program for the annual 
meeting and has given c. detailed 
report of the plans for the 
meeting in the Lay issue of “The 
Long Trail News' 1 which you will 
receive in a few days. Please 
read these details and note the 
change in Millington Section's 
June 1st hike - the Spring Lake 
Hike has been changed to Little 
Rock Pond. 

This Lemorial Day week-end 
is a long one. Enjoy it with 
The Green Mountain Club. 
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TIME - Saturday, Lay 17, 2 P.L, 
PLACE - iTiTtmi 

This hike is a mystery so 
come along and help us solve it. 
Cur destination (weather permit- 
ting) is a place mentioned in 
the Guide Book - That • s the only 
clue we'll give you. See you 
Saturday, at 2 P.L. at Leldon . 
o C ho 0 1 . 


TIME - Sunday, June 15th. 

PLACE - Stratton Pond 

Those who made this trip 
last year remembered the 'June 
Pinks ' in bloom near the Pond 
and asked for a return trip. 

There is a choice of routes 
on this one. Those who wish may 
take a side trail from the highway 
and reach the Pond via Stratton Lt. 
- a distance of 5a miles. Those 
who prefer a shorter route nay 
follow the Long Trail directly to 
the Pond - a distance of 3‘L miles. 
However you go its a grand trip. 

To reach the Trail it will 
be necessary to drive in from the 
.jardsboro end of the highway as 
the road from East Arlington is 
not now passable. 

GIFT FOR CLARENDON SHELTER 

In, V/.0. V/ilcy of the N.Y. 
Section, a good friend of GMC, 
has authorised that bills for the 
reconstruction of Clarendon Shel- 
ter up to the amount of ^250 may 
be sent to him. Thank you In. Wiley. 
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DEER LEAP CIRCLE TRIP 
b 7 

Marjorie Allard 

The hike around the Deer 
Leap Circle Trail on April 19th 
turned out to be a suprise trip 
for the members who made it, in 
giving them a combined spring 
and winter hike. 

Eleven people started from 
Long Trail Lodge. We missed the 
Catozzis, the Conlons, and the 
Newhalls, but they were giving 
their talents to the Square Dance 
Festival in Northfield. 

The trail was steep but not 
too soggy until we came around to 
the north side of the hill. 

There we found plenty of nice 
soft snow - the kind that holds 
you up for two steps and drops 
you in up to your knees or hips 
for the next three. Cf course 
this didn’t dampen our spirits, 
but it certainly did a job on 
our jeans.' 

Along the way we saw a bird 
unfamiliar to mast of us. Ir*. 

Kirk was along and Betty Ball too, 
so we learned the creature's name 
-'yellow-bellied sapsucker'. It 
was generally agreed that this 
would make a lovely insult, so 
several of the group tucked it 
away for future reference. 

The snow left off suddenly 
a short distance before we got to 
Tucker. We wasted no time start- 
ing a fire and putting on the 
coffee. 

After supper we waited in 
case anyone else showed up, decid- 
ed they' oulenlp, put out the fire 
and left. So of course we met 
Craigue and. Churchill about five 
minutes later. They vent on to 
Tucker as we finished the Circle 
back to the cars and drove home 
to Rutland. 

ADDITIONS TO THE 1952 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Mr. and Mrs. A.C. Mason 

Mr. Harry Russell 


ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

We are glad to hear from 
Diane Conlon tliat her mother, 

Mrs. Gertrude Kacl/urray, is mak- 
ing a good recovery from a recent 
operation. We hope to see her 
out around again soon. 

Charles Sabourin will work 
in the pharmacy at the Rutland 
Hospital this summer during his 
vacation from the Massachusetts 
School of iharmacy. 

We were sorry to learn that 
Marilyn Trop 's mother was injured 
recently in anjautomobile accident 
while she was cn route to visit 
Marilyn. 

Carl Newhall 's father, Carl Sr, 
has started on a three month. trip 
to visit his daughter in Califor- 
nia. He is driving out and camp- 
ing all the way. This camping 
enthusiasm seems to run in 
families .' 

It is good to see Bernice 
Tuttle out and about again. We 
wish to extend our sympathy to 
hep for the recent loss of her 
sister. 

CLARENDON IS ON THE WAY 

Clarendon Shelter is a gone 
goose.... it came apart on a 
Wednesday night. The New Clarendon 
is going up as fast as the old one 
came down, too. 

WORK PARTY SCHEDULE 
1 .ay lO, 3 a tur d ay 
11 , Sunday 
'' 10, Sunday 

" 2 I 4 ., Saturday 

“ 25, Sunday 

If it isn't tone by then, 
we ‘11 let you know the rest of 
the schedule later. 

Anyone who wants to help is 
welcome. Please call Carl Newhall, 
Shelter Chairman, during the week# 


o 

Trail Report 

If hikers on tho Killington 
Section of The Long Trail miss 
certain land marks such as blow- 
downs and brush jungles, blame it 
on Charlie Smith. That man is on 
the loose again. On Monday, April 
28th in a pouring rain he took 
his pack and tools into Clarendon 
Shelter, Tuesday he cleared with 
axe and saw to the Gulf Road and 
walked back to Clarendon. Wednes- 
day ho mowed to the Gulf Road and 
walked back to Clarendon. Thurs- 
day ho cleared trail to the Gov, 
Clement Shelter and walked back. 
Friday he mowed to the Gov. Clem- 
ent Shelter and walked back to 
the Gorge where we picked him up. 

"I like it," says Charlie, 

"I’d like to talk td some of 
these trail clearing committees. 

They go out and work their heads 
off and don’t get anywhere just 
because they don't have the right 
tools. No, it isn’t all in know- 
ing how. Anybody can do it. You 
need a 36 or I 4. 2 inch pulp saw 
with a new sharp blade, about a 
number three. Take two small 
wedges, so you won’t have to saw 
up frofi the under side of iogs, 
or have to ch®p cut your saw if 
the l.g sags and pinches, I like 
a light axe. Be sure the handle 
is straight grained and perfect. 
Sharpen it before y-u start and 
take an eight inch file with you, 
Den’t try t^ Work with dull tools. 
Take a scythe, net a bush hv,vk, 
and a sharpening stone. Be care- 
ful n~t to bend the tip of the 
scythe or it will always give 
you trouble. Have a wrench So 
ycu can take the blade off for 
carrying, Go ever the trail 
twice. First time, axe and saw; 
second time, mw. There's noth- 
ing to it. I like it." 

So far this year Charlie has 
spent several days cn the 
Bennington Section’s trail. Worked 
over the trail from Bromley to 
Bourn Pond for Handles ter, done 
some work on tho Forest Service’s 
trail, and completely cleared our 


Trail from the Gulf Road to the 
Gev, Clement Shelter. This Work 
on tho Killington Section's trail 
will give our boys mere time for 
work on Clarendon and upkeep on 
our other shelters. l. r c like it 
too , Charlie i 

LUNCH FIRES 

Section 7078 cf the Vermont 
Statutes reads as follows: 

"Fires in woods; penalty. No one 
shall build a fire in the wood- 
| lands cf another without the 
| permission of the owner, lcscc, 
j holder of right of way, or his 
; authorized agent between April 1 
i and November 1. A person who 
! builds a fire in or adjoining 
j any woods shall totally extinguish 
such fire before leaving it, ; L 
I person who violates a provision 
of this section shall be impris- 
j ened not more than thirty days 
or fined not more than 050. or 
both. " 

People hiking the Trail 
should build fires only in 
sieves or fire places at the 
camps and shelters, A little 
planning ahead will obviate the 
need for lunch fires. Green 
mountain Club members should 
sot a good example by complying 
with the law both on the Trail 
and on our Sectional outings. 

PICTURES FOR OUR ALBUL 

Janice Catezzi, chairman of 
the Photography committee, has 
requested that any one who has 
interesting pictures for the 
Killington Section's photo 
album, get in touch with her. 

She would like to borrow the 
negatives so that pictures could 
be made up. 

The album will be on display 
at the annual meeting. If you 
can help to bring it up to date 
by adding new pictures, please 
call Jan at 1307~J. This is a 
worthwhile pro jeet and helps to 
preserve Club history.. The picture 
bring back memories ol/gocd times. 
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SQUARE DAITCIITG 

by 

Getty Page 

The Killington Section of The 
Green Mountain Club was well rep- 
resented at the 3rd Annual Vermont 
Country Dance Festival held at 
Horwich University, Uorthf icld, 
Vcrr.iont on April 19, 1952. ilcn- 
bers of other sections were there 
too, but it is not the purpose of 
tills article to cover that. 

Ray and Jan Catozzi, Gcorgo 
and Diane Conlon, Carl and 
Maxine ITevhall, and Getty and Ann 
Page were the demonstrating set of 
the Rutland Square Dance Club 
under the direction of Dick Pas- 
volslcy of the Rutland Recreation 
Department, At Uorthf icld they 
dononstrated, with a few other 
selected sets, Venus and liars, a 
square dance, and Haymakers Jig, 
a contra dance. Over 2,000 at- 
tended the festival. 

The demonstrating tea:, 
above mentioned but still unnamed, 
started meeting in the fall and 
has met regularly each Thursday 
night since then x>rith an occa- 
sional Sunday night rclicrsal 
thrown in. Future appearances of 
the Eight Mount ainccrs call for 
exhibitions at a Square Dance 
Festival in Chester on May l6th, 
the American Legion* s square dance 
in Rutland on Hay 30tli and in 
Manchester, Vermont on May 31st • 

The most unusual feature of 
this affair is that, while the 
Catozzis, Conlons, and Pages arc 
square dancers from away back, 
the Hcwhalls had not square danced 
before this group started just a 
few months ago. This should give 
heart to those x<ho say :i 0h, it’s 
too late fior me to learn. 1 ' 

Contra or string dances 
originated in Vermont centuries 
ago, spread to all parts of the 
country but were then lost in most 
sections of Vermont. As one Ver- 
monter put it, "It is a shame that 
the Californians should know more 
about ’The Loped Ear Mule* than 
wo do in Vermont where it origi- 


nated. 11 One of the purposes of 
the Vermont Callers Association 
is to revive and maintain these 
dances which are Vermont ’s 
heritage. 

Thirty years ago square 
dancing was a lost art except in 
the rural areas whore it has 
always been popular. Henry Ford 
did more to revive it than anyone 
else and now it is as popular as 
any other type of dance in the 
cities as x/cll as in the country, 

•/he the r it be one set in a 
Vermont farm kitchen or lj.,000 
dancing on the Mall in Central 
Park (ITcw York), it’s a lot of 
fun, especially if the dancers 
look to its beauty, grace, rhythm 
and historical background, and 
not as a mere exercise or a chance 
to rough house, 

Como dance with us J 

Editor’s note: Gotty Page is the 

first and present president of the 
Vermont Callers Association. At 
the Killington Section’s "Sugaring- 
0ff ,! party for many years, Getty 
has been the caller. He also 
called at the annual mooting of 
the main Club a few years ago. 


HIKE TO BRADDER’S CAMP 
May i|-, 1952 

Because of the operation 
"Girl Scout Camp Construction" 
many of our members could not 
attend this hike. They x-rcre 
busil\ r engaged using their talents 
for a good cause. 

In spite of the small number 
that came to the Braddcr’s Camp, 
a good time was enjoyed by all 
who came. This delightful spot 
in Tinmouth is a place where one 
may enjoy the art of loafing in 
beautiful surroundings , or hiking 
over* country roads or open pastures, 
or collecting epitaphs from an old 
grave yard. These arc the things 
wc did along with reading the 
Sunday paper and talking about 
this and that. The channel was 
also explored by Mr, Braddcr & Craigue, 



ANNUAL LEETI1G- 

This year’s Annual Hooting 
on Lay 31st was the best attend- 
ed of any in recent years. The 
long week-end brought out many 
people who had not been seen for 
a long time. Pres. Woodelton 
showed up with a box of GhC tags 
for people to sign and wear. He 
also produced a register for all 
to sign. 

The morning session was de- 
voted to the usual reports and 
dinner was served in the Old 
Lodge dining room. In the after- 
noon session there was a lively 
discussion of the decision of the 
Trustees to dispose of the Long 
Trail Lodge property. The Club 
voted to ask them to reconsider 
their action. 

After the close of the gen- 
eral meeting the Trustees met and 
some members went for short hikes, j 
At six-thirty sugar on snow was 
served by some of our more comely 
members. 

Tho speaker of the evening 
was Robert L. Coffin of Hass. 

State College, Tjho showed a large 
collecting of slides illustrating 
his topic “Ly ’world - I Hope You 
Like It". We did. 

The Sunday hike program was 
Trashed out, but some of the peo- 
ple from out of town had a chanoe 
to camp out Friday and Saturday 
nights so the outdoor part of 
the program wasn’t a complete 
loss . 

Our Annual meetings arc get- 
ting better and bettex*. Keep up 
the good work. Plan to attend 
next year. 


STRAIT OH POHD 

There didn't seem to be any- 
thing unlucky about the number 
13 on Sunday, June l5'th. That 
was the number of hillington Sec- 
tion members who made the trip to 
Stratton Pond and enjoyed a fine 
outing. Even the weather, which 
in the morning showed promise of 
showers later in the day, remain- 
ed sunny. 

he had a long, pleasant drive 
through .<eston, the Londonderrys 
and the '.vardsboros to Stratton, 
where we left our cars and start- 
ed hiking, .about half the party 
decided to hike to the Pond via 
the side trail over Stratton Lt., 
while the rest followed the white 
blazes directly to Stratton Pond. 

along this trail were the 
pin]: Lady slippers wc remembered 
from two years ago, although 
seemingly not so plentiful. At 
the Pond the mountain Pinlis were 
just coming into bloom. Those 
who hiked over the mountain report- 
ed many unf amiliar wild flowers. 

In spite of the ever present 
black flies common to the woods in 
June, and the fact that the hike- 
meter shOT/ed the trail to be a 
mile longer coming out than going 
in, we ’wouldn’t have missed this 
trip . 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

Some people ’with more time 
than brains have already used tho 
carpenter’s chalk for scribbling 
and drawing on the new Clarendon 
Shelter. Hot; can wc educate such 
people? Any suggestions? 


CONING EVENTS 

Tine - July !;- 5-6 
Place - Canada Line to 
Hazeris Notch 

It xion’t be long now until 
that big l_{_th of July we elc- end 
camping trip, when wc hope to 
hike over some of the most north- 
ern section of the Long Trail. 

The general plan is to set 
up our camp- site at the end of 
an old road uhich is reached from 
Jay village. This will give us 
reasonably easy access to the 
Trail. Ue have worked out ten- 
tative plans for the 3 days which 
will enable us to cover the Trail 
from theCanada Line to Hazcns 
Notch, returning to our camp-site 
each night. These plans are of 
course subject to change accord- 
ing to the weather conditions, 
wishes of the campers and so on. 

The ‘‘tour'* will start from 
licldon school at 0 A. he, Friday, 

July 4 th, proceed to ’./ aterbury 
and north along Route ICO to 
Lowell and Westfield. At host- 
field we will leave 100 and take 
tho road to Jay. Just before we , 
reach the schoolhouse in Jay i;c 
take a sharp left turn where there i 
should be a sign ‘‘to the Long 
Trail 1 '- from here on wc will" fol- 
low the leader" . V/e will take 
our bearings at Westfield and as 
wc turn in Jay to make sure every- j 
one is accounted for. Plan to 
take a picnic lunch for Friday 
noon as vie hope to have our camp 
set up, eat lunch and be ready to 
start on our 1st day '3 hike soon 
after 2 p.h. 

Here arc the tentative 
hiking pi ansi - 

1 st day - Covering the Trail be- 
tween Journeys End and the Jay - 
North Jay road. 

(Total hiking distance, including 
to and from cars, approx. 3> miles) 

2 nd day - Covering the Trail be- 


tween the Jay-North -Jay road and 
Jay Comp. 

(Total hiking distance Approx. 

10. 0 miles) 

3 rd day - Covering tho Trail bc- 
tween Nason 1 s i otch and Jay Camp. 
(Total hiking distance approx. 

8.I4. miles ) 

The total amount of hiking 
will be just a little more than 
we did in covering "ena-to-ond" 
of the hillington Section last 
fall. Those vzho would like to 
camp with us but think this looks 
like too much hiking can easily 
plan some short but interesting 
trips from camp. It will be grand 
for the long distance hikers to 
have someone in camp to get cook- 
fircs going. These people can 
be helpful too in shuttling cars 
etc. So don't feel you should 
stay home if you don’t plan to 
hike the whole distance . Each 
person should definitely do only 
what he or she feels inclined at 
tho t ii ic . 

■Jo. would like to make a few 
general suggestions for tho trip:- 

Each person is to arrange 
for transportation in advance „ 

"Jo feel that it ,'ould sim- 
plify tilings greatly if people 
would plan their meals in groups 
of So out 4 . This means less cook- 
ing equipment, faster preparation 
etc. Wc think meals as ould be 
simple and easy to prepare. The 
general plan is a substantial 
breakfast; a mid-day lunch which 
can bo easily carried; and a hot 
but quickly prepared meal at night 

Since there are a number of 
essentials for a successful trip 
of this sort it is best to make a 
list well in advance and be sure 
you have planned for everything. 

Wc don’t need to tell you 
that you will need, to be well or- 
ganized and all set by evening of 
July 3 rd in order to make that 
Q A. II, start Friday, July 4 th l 
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MYSTERY SOLVED 

by 

Dan Jennings Jr . 

I 

> 

Usually when planning a hike, ■ 
once the destination has been de- 
termined, this aspect of the out- 
ing no longer remains the center 
of our attention. However, our 
‘‘mystery hike" was a pleasant ex- 
ception to this rule. Although 
many questions were answered such 
as noxr far did we have to walk?, 
would it be wet? , was the hike a 
stiff climb? , etc., nevertheless 
the ten Millington Section mem- 
bers who xjantod to solve the mys- 
tery set out for parts unknown. 

Vera Perkins, our capable 
Outing Chairman, had typed the 
directions for each driver to use 
but even with these wc couldn’t 
decide where wc were going. We 
were to proceed south on route 7 
to Dariby and there take a left 
turn; (“no we aren't going to 
Little Rock Pond", our directions ! 
assured us); then follow the road 
to Hapgood Pond and from there 
follow Craigue 's car wherever he 
would lead us. Vie thought that 
with a guide book we might be 
able to solve the mystery but 
Pearl Hichols had hers and was as 
much in the dark as anyone , 

Shortly after by-passing Hapgood 
Pond we parked the cars and start- 
ed walking up the old abandoned 
Peru-East Dorset road. After 
walking a half hour or so, and 
hearing rather dubious comments 
from Craigue as to our location, 

I thought that prehaps the nail 
had been hit on the head by the 
neighbor x/ho naively asked if 
those who planned the hike knew 
xzhere we were going! 

But after only an hour of 
hiking, but with a climb which 
took us up 600 feet higher than 
where the cars were parked we 
suddenly arrived at (have you 
guessed it? ) the Notch (Lad Tom) 
Shelter. This is an attractive 
open front camp with, a fireplace. 
The shelter which is so accessible 
is in excellent repair and fea- 


tures a garbage disposal unit. 

The capabilities of the f ireplace 
were well proved by an excellent 
supper . 

On the return trip our flora 
lovers found several moment oes to 
enhance their collections, although 
it was somewhat disconcerting at 
first to hear shrieks of "I’ve 
found a boy and now I want a girl. 1 ' 1 
and vice versa. 

Barbie Allard must have caus- 
ed some confusion among the bird 
population. As we came down the 
mountain her whistles on a bullet 
shell were plaintively answered 
by an evening thrush. 

Returning ho me by way of 
picturesque weston ne stopped to 
watch a member of a family of old 
trail friends who are so often 
heard at night but not always 
seen — a “porky" . Climbing rapidly 
up a tree he resembled a bear cub. 
He seemed more engrossed in ’watch- 
ing us than wc him so we continu- 
ed on. 

And so the mystery hike end- 
ed but the fact that xjc had a 
very enjoyable outing should be 
no mystery at all. That's to be 
expected J 

LITTLE ROCK POND 

This hike, scheduled for the 
day after the Annual Meeting, 
just dissolved in the rain of 
Sunday, June 1st. Not even one 
"eager beaver" showed up to make 
the trip, be know enough to 
stay in out of the rain — some- 
t ime s . 

ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOYI 

Billy Allard and Ir, kirk 
are in Canada for a week's fish- 
ing. We hope to get a news story 
from Bill on this trip. 

We have news of another pro- 
spective GLC member. David 
Perkins non has a sister Anne, 
born on June 6th. Lary Perkins 
has been spending some time with 
Bob, Thelma and David in Ypsilanti. 
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OUR TRAILS AID SHELTERS | 

We have it on the best au- 
thority that the outside of the 
Clarendon Shelter will he com- 
pleted by the end of this month. 
Hicc work j We ’re considering 
having a house warming when it 
reaches that stage. How about iti j 

The Long Trail Patrol is 
definitely planning to repair the 
Pico Shelter this summer. 

Charlie Smith has recently 
been over the Trail from Clement - j 
to Hillington-to The Long Trail 
Lodge talcing out blow-downs. He 
found Cooper Lodge in excellent 
condition, With this trip 
Charlie completed covering the 
entire length of hilling ton Sec- 
tion and reports it all in good 
hiking condition. There is some 
thinning between Pico and hilling- j 
ton to be done this season. 

i 

GROAN] 

At the time of the 1951 
Inter sectional, Jim Green of the 
Worcester Section x/as doing a 
little trail clearing on the Appa- j 
lachian Trail east of the Lodge. 
While chopping he lost the head 
from his axe. Although all mem- 
bers of the party searched for 
some time it could not be found. 
’.Jhile going in to Tucker Lodge on 
April 19th Churchill Scott happen- 
ed to look doxm and there it was 
in the mud. 

In as much as the spot where 
it was found is a long way from 
where it was lost it seems likely 
that after flying off Jim’s axe 
it fluttered through the under- 
brush for over a mile. Suprising- 
ly enough when it landed in the 
mud it took root and started grow- 
ing a new handle at a rate of bet- 
ter than 2 inches a month. When 
found the new handle measured 
fourteen inches. Jim probably 
won’t believe this but we have 
the axe to prove it. 


GREEN I-iT. HORSE ASSOCIATION 

b y 

Lade line Br adder 

Did you ever see the orange 
dot, the white wooden arrow with 
the green letters G.L.H.a* or 
the yellow horse shoe, while 
hiking on some nearly forgotten 
old highway* 

Lany times after leaving the 
hard top roads to travel some of 
nature’s surfaced by-ways and 
trails, signs other than those 
of the GLC Long Trail are seen. 
People often ask the use and mean- 
ing of such signs. 

Briefly explaining; the 
orange dot is the old marker for 
the Green I.t, Horse Association's 
Bridle trails. The more modern 
ones are ’white arrows lettered 
in green. Thus the G.L.K.A. 
marks trails throughout the state 
for riders wishing to use bridle 
trails for vacations and trips 
off the beaten path of traffic. 

Lany trails follow old town 
roads. These hilly, narrow, 
water-barred short cuts over moun- 
tains led to once thriving vil- 
lages. These communities are now 
only do t s on our map s . The mod- 
ern methods of travel make the 
use of these roads unnecessary . 
Lany of these roads are very beau- 
tiful and interesting. Travelling 
them on horse -back is something 
f ew people experience . 

Citing one local link of the 
nan’' trails is the one from 
Rutland via IToruham, Plymouth, 
Bridgewater five Corners to 
Woodstock. Baking this trip is 
like reading a chapter from an 
old history book. 

The local riding Club marks 
its trails with ’rellow horse- 
shoes. One marked trail, good for 
a short day’s ride, leads from 
Rutland over London notch through 
.iheelerville making a circle back 
to the stable. 

The G.L.K.A. has booklets 
and maps which show all their 
marked trails. 



C CLING EVENTS 

TILE - Sunday, July 20th 

PLACE - C.V. Camp, Chittenden 

Eleanor Walker has made it 
possible for us to enjoy the use 
of the C.V. Camp at Chittenden 
Pond on the weekend of July 20th. 
We are scheduling the Outing f 
Sunday and the group will leave 
the Kcldon School at 11 A.L. 
However those wishing to go up 
on Saturday and make this an 
over-nigh£ may do so by making 
reservations with Eleanor- (Tel . 
2570). This is a good summer out- 
ing - you can drive to the door 
and be as lazy or as energetic as 
you wish after you arrive. You 
may loaf on the screened porch, 
swim, boat, and/or fish and there 
are facilities for either indoor 
or outdoor cooking and serving. 
Here is an Outing that the whole 
family can enjoy, so load in 
your family, food, and gear and 
come to Chittenden on Aug. 20th. 

TILE - Saturday, August 2nd. 

PLACE - Hapgood Pond. 

This is an old favorite. We 
will leave he ldo n School at 2 I .L. 
for an afternoon of swimming and 
a cook-out supper at Hapgood. 

There is a chance to work in a 
hike also on this one for any 
who wish it. It would probably 
bo possible to drive nearly to 
the Hotch (Lad Tom) Shelter which 
is not far from Hapgood. From 
there one could hike north on the 
Trail 1^- miles to Styles Peak 


where there i3 an outlook in near- 
ly every direction. Hikers could 
then join the others for a swim 
and supper at Hapgood. 

NEW HIKE SCHEDULES OUT 

Enclosed with this issue of 
Smoke 6c Blazes you will find sched- 
ules for Xillington Section Out- 
ings through January 1953. Your 
Outing Chairman has tried to in- 
clude some old favorites and to 
introduce some new trips. We 
have also tried to provide enough 
variety so there will be something 
for everyone. 

Those people interested in 
increasing their coverage of the 
Trail should notice especially 
the scries in the fall which 
cover the section from The Long 
Trail Lodge to the Branaon- 
Ro chcs tor highway. 

Lark all Outing dates on 
your calendars now, watch the 
Herald for details of starting 
times etc., and plan to join us 
as often as possible. 

STRAWBERRIES AT SPRING LABS 

A small group of enthusiastic 
strawberry pickers and shortoake 
eaters made good use of the GKC 
Shelter at Spring Lake for a 
wild strawberry shortcake supper 
recently. The berries were large 
and abundant and certainly no one 
could ask for a nicer spot in 
which to enjoy them. This would 
bo a nice idea for a GLC Outing 
some season if enough people uere 
interested. 


JAY PEAK EXPEDITION 


a 


Well, it all started last 
Pall after we hiked the entire 
Killington Section of The Long 
Trail in a series of throe hikes. 
Somebody said, "Wouldn't it be 
nice if wo could do some other 
part of the Trail the same way?" 
So when the new schedule wa3 
drawn up for this year the three 
day July Fourth week-end looked 
like the best time to do the 
most distant part ofthc Trail in 
the Jay Peak area. 

Aftor several conferences 
a general plan was worked out. 

We decided to camp near Jay Peak 
Approach Trail and cover the 
Trail between Canada and Hazing 
Notch in three one day trips. 

Our cars were used as taxis to 
carry drivers and hikers to the 
start of the days hike, and then 
to bring them back after they 
had reached the next accessible 
point on the Trail. It was all 
very complicated but we lost 
neither cars nor drivers; some- 
what to our surprise. 

Twelve members made the 
trip to the camp site and seven 
completed the Trail from Canada 
to Haxonta Notch while the 
others enjoyed camping out and 
aided the hikers when they re- 
turned weary and hungry. Those 
making the trip were Lucy Bishop, 
Hilma Erickson, Ray Catozzi, 

Pcarlc Nichols, Eleanor Walker, 
William Allard, Vera Perkins, 
Maxine and Carl Nowhall, Mary 
and Craiguc Perkins, and Prod 
Field. 

After several days of beau- 
tiful weather we feared rain 
for the week-end, and sure enough, 
on the drive up we passed through 
several showers. In the absence 
of Hr. Kirk, Billy Allard i^as 
put in charge of the weather. 

He soon got things under control 
and we didn't have a drop of . 
rain the rest of the trip. In 
fact he over did it to the point 
whore we didn’t oven have a dew 


cither morning we were in camp. 

The camping spot chosen was 
t a clearing on an old road running 
! from Jay toward Hay Peak, We had 
j hoped to be able to drive further 
i up this road but aftor one car 
1 struck a reef, it was decided to 
; let well enough alone. The lo- 
! cation proved to be good except 
for the water supply which was 
about a quarter cf a mile away. 

J The girls staying in camp spent 
j considerable time carrying water 
for the hikers. Wo arrived about 
I one P.M. and in an hour ox* so the 
j mountain tents were up, a level 
| spot had been found for the 

Pullmans, and Fred’s Statlei’izcd 
' Buick had been unfurl 

The rest of the aitcrnoon 
: and evening was spent doing our 

first segment of the Trail from 
the approach to Journey's End 
Camp to the Jay-' cat Jay road. 

We lost an hour trying to drive 
1 further up the approach road 
: than the Guide Book suggested. 

! Don't do it c 

When we reached Journey's 
| End Camp wo found that The Long 
Trail Patrol had been through 
just a few days before and left 
Trail and Camp in the best possible 
condition. The Trail up to the 
International Boundary was steep 
and the day was hot, but some of 
us had to make it an international 
hike by walking around the mon- 
ument marking the boarder. From 
here we climbed over a sizable 
mountain and reached the 
Jay-West Jay road and our cars. 

This road is very sightly and 
has a good surface as far as the 
hight of land from the cast. 

Back to camp to supper and to bed. 

Saturday was our big day. 

First we went up the abandoned 
Jay - 1 io ii t g one ry road to Jay Camp 
on the Trail. The first mile 
of this road was good walking 
beside a large brook. The sec- 
ond mile, the road and the brook 
sort of combined, but still it 
| didn’t look so vex*y bad because 
j it was covered completely with 
a fine crop of nettles. 
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Jay Camp was found in poor 
repair, Lorkies have badly chew- 
ed the floor and bunks . Roof I 

looked pretty good. Usable but 
poor . 

From Jay Camp we travelled 
northward to the same road reach- j 
ed the previous day from the oppo- 
site direction. Our first object- 1 
ive was Jay leak. A steady steep j 
climb brought us out on the bare 
rocky summit where we relaxed and j 
took in the view of numberless 
mountains, lakes, farms and vil- 
lages. Too soon we had to push 
on down the north side of the leak 
to Laura Woodward Shelter. This 
was found in good conc.it ion except 
for one bunk needing repairs, 
huch of the Trail this day ’was 
through thick growth of ferns, 
making it prehaps the greenest 
part of the Green mountains. 

The Trail aown the side of 
Nortn Jay leak was steep and 
rocky but here we came upon the 
high water mark of the latrol and 
found the Trail mowed all the rest 
of the way out. Two or three 
humps later we arrived at Shooting ! 
Star Shelter which was in perfect 
condition. Some of us had thought 
thi 3 point to bo the end of the 
day's hike, but no, there were 
still two miles to go over another 
ridge . We all made it but olevcn 
nilcs is enough even without a 
pack. 

Sunday morning we felt less 
lame than on Saturday. We were 
getting broken in rapidly. This 
day we went again to Jay Camp and : 
then turned south toi/ard Hazen's 
botch. Over Double Top, Domey's 
Dome, and Old Splattorfoot we 
followed the skyline for miles 
x^ithout water along the Trail. 

Uot even a soda fountain. Finally, 
in desperation the firm of Allard, ; 
Uewhall and Catos zi converted a 
swampy spot into an acceptable 
"spring". It took them about an 
hour but it sure was appreciated 
by the thirsty hikers. Then to 
everyone's disgust, six small 
streams were crossed in the next 
half mile of Trail. 

! 

I 


After going over the should- 
er of Sugar loaf wo slid down the 
long steep slope to Hazen's botch 
Camp which was found in good con- 
dition. The climb from the Camp 
back up to the highth of land in 
the botch was most discouraging 
after so much down grade. The 
high cliff on the north side of 
the road had recently let fall a 
huge block of rock which had 
landed close beside the road. 

About seven o'clock the last 
car arrived to pic!: us up and the 
party disbanded. It was a fine 
outing and prehaps we can do an- 
other stretch of the Trail in 
that area next year. 

IT '3 LATER THAU YOU TEIinK 

It may seem in these warm 
July days that the fall GLC 
Rummage 3 ale is something in the 
dim and distant future. Don't 
be fooled, those things have a 
way of creeping up on us. 

3ir.ee the Annual Rummage 
3alc was instituted 1}. years ago 
it has earned a total cf tfij.10 
for oui club. This is quite a 
substantial help in ’maintaining 
the trails and shelters of our 
22 miles of The Long Trail. 

Jc want to keep this project 
going. Jc carried over no stock 
from last year's sale. This 
means we need extra effort from 
everyone to help build up a 
good stock for our sale this fall. 
It is not too early to begin col- 
lecting. .<hy not put a large 
box labeled GhC Rummage 3ale in 
your attic, cellar, or storeroom, 
and whenever you come across 
something for which you have no 
further use, drop it in the box r j 
These tilings will then be out of 
your way and ready for the Sale. 
Remember to collect from your 
relatives, friends, and neighbors 
tco . 

It takes a good stock to 
keep customers coming to our 
Sale each year and the more we 
sell the more money goes into 
our treasury. 


FISHING III THE LAURENT I AH S 

by 

Bill Allard 

The Laurent ides National 
Parle in Canada is a scenic wilder- 
ness full of hungry trout, and 
bugs which are oven more so, I 
went up principally for the fish- 
ing, but the scenery and partic- 
ularly the bugs impress ed r.ic 
deeply. 

The fishing was poor accord- 
ing to the people who know the 
place but it was certainly the 
best I ever had. Hr* Kirk and I 
kept enough 9 and 10 inch trout 
to have three apicco for break- 
fast every morning for a week. 
Altogether w o fished on 
eight lakes all within three miles 
of where we wore staying. In all 
we caught about 500 trout between 
2,5 and 10,5 inches long. These 
figures arc presented by fisher- 
men and are not in any ease to be 
used or treated as scientific 
data. The Park is certainly a 
good place for a fishing vacation. 
We saw quite a number of 
Canadian birds and animals that 
don»t get this far south very 
often. Moose, beaver a Canadian 
chipmunk and red squirrel were 
the animals we saw, but also 
found in the area arc lyre:, bear, 
otter, and an occasional wolf. 

Some of the more interesting 
birds werej the very tame spruce 
grouse, Canada jay, rusty black- 
birds and loons. Wo also en- 
countered large predatory mosqui- 
toes and numerous black flics. 

Once a mosquito lit on the gun- 
wale of our boat and nearly 
swamped it. Dope was useless, I 
took out a bottle and before I 
could open it a mosquito dove 
down, punched a hole in the can 
and flew off, wobbling drunkcnly, 
aftor draining the bottle. 

In spite of the bugs we en- 
joyed the wild beauty of tho vir- 
gin forest. Mostly black spruce 
with a sprinkling of birch, it 
looks dark and forboding even in 
the sunlight. The forest floor 


is thick with rwss and the spruces 
arc hung with long gray lichen. 

It all looks very strange and 
different- . 

In between the low rounded 
mountains arc chains of lakes 
mostly in their original undevel- 
oped s t at c o One cf tho most 
thrilling parts of the trip was 
to fish on a large lake with 
nothing in sight but the black 
spruce spires, a swampy patch 
of grass and a pair of Canada 
jays and know that this is the 
way the forest probably looked 
many centuries age F 

NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 

Roy Buchanan and his trail 
patrol boys will be working on 
tho Pico shelter before long. 

Diane and George Conlon 
arc off on a two week vacation 
camping trip to Portland Island 
off Capo Hattci’as. 

Edith Exirald has gone to 
Europe for the summer, 

Craiguc Perkins has lost Vol. 3 
No. 12 and Vol„ 5 No, 1 issues 
of SMOKE & BLAZES, Ho would 
like these issues to complete 
his file. If anyone has these 
numbers and would like to give 
thorn to him, he would appreciate 
it very much. 

Bill Allard, a junior at U.V.M. 
is working for the Fire Clay Co, 
this summer . 

Vera and Mary Perkins will 
bo in Burlington July 15, and 16 
to attend Tho League of Vermont 
Writers Institute, 

Helen Field and sons Tommio 
and Peter are vacationing at 
Marthas Vineyard. 

Joe Valiqucttc,a sophmorc 
at St. Michaels College, is 
working for Tho C-rccn Mountain 
Awning Co. this summer. 



Vol.5 No.Q 


Killington Section Green Mountain Club 


•1 Aug • 1952 


COMING EVENTS 

Time - Sunday, August 17th 
Place - Little Rock Pond 

This is another old favorite 
which has been most often sched- 
uled about the time of the open- 
ing of the trout fishing season. 
This will be an opportunity to 
see how the place looks without 
its border of fishermen l 

We can’t remember for sure 
but is this the trip on which wc 
once noted a profusion of black- 
berry blossoms in early summer^ 

If 30 there should be ripe ber- 
ries now. 

Those who wish to extend 
this hike may do so by trying out 
the side trail to 3o. Wallingford 
(3 miles), on the return trip. 

Or if you're really ambitious, 
and make arrangements to be pick- 
ed up on the ’Wallingford - East 
Wallingford Gulf road, you can 
hike north on the Long Trail to 
Greenwall and he-ncc to the Gulf 
road(a little over 7 miles). 

Time - August 23rd and 2l(.th 
Place - Eaniel webs tor Monument 
in Stratton. 


Time - Sunday, September 7th 
Place - Killington via the 
Juggernaut Trail. 

After the Rutland Pair you 
are apt to be in the mood for 
getting ’far from the maddening 
crowd’ and taking to the woods. 
Hero is an excellent chance. 

This trail is new to most 
of us and wc don’t promise any- 
thing except that Killington 
Peak will be the same as ever 
when and if wo got there. If you 
have a little gambling spirit 
an like exploring just come 
long with us and try out the 
Juggernaut Trail. It should bo 
fun. 


EIRTST REPORT ON • - 
PICO SHELTER REPAIRS 

We have received word from 
Roy Buchanan in regard to the 
repairs at Pico Sheltor. There 
will be a complete report given 
in the September issue of Smoke 
and Blazes . 

The repair work has been 
completed and Prof. Buchanan 
believes that the shelter ought 
to have somu more life loft in 


This is the GLC Intersection- 
al - for details see your August , 
Long Trail News. 

Plan to attend this outing 
and meet GLC members from other 
Sections. In the past few years 
the Intersoctional has successful- 
ly brought hundreds of 'members 
together . 


it . 

This is a delightful spot 
for an overnight. Now that the 
roof doesn’t leak, why not take 
a run up there some week-end and 
enjoy the ship -shape no ss of the 
shelter. Of course wo are 
scheduled to go there Nov. 2nd 
but why wait ’til then. 


MKSFIELD TflIP 

by 

Laxine Newhall 
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The first time we went to 
Lans field, we drove all around 
it, looked at it from all siacs, 
and tried out one short piece of 
trail rising vertically out of 
the Hotch. 1/e sampled it, and 
went away to other mountains less 
over-powering and more inviting. 

This year we plunged boldly 
ahead, and scaled the summit on 
the ehair-lift. That may not be 
the accepted method for certified 
mountain climbers, but for this 
one it has unaeniablc advantages. 
You'll find all the mountain you 
want to climb above the chair- 
lift limit. 

Carl and I went in on Friday 
night. July 23', with Emile Bosclli, , 
an old habitue, formerly care- 
taker at Taft Lodge. We were the j 
last ones up the Lift, and start- 
ed a rough out-door weekend dining 
on Pilot hignon at the Summit 
House J 

After such a luxurious start, 
the program deteriorated rapidly. 

We toted the calculated minium 
packs along the ridge, watching 
the sunset, and down the Profan- 
ity Trail to Taft Lodge by the 
last remaining glimmers of day- 
light. T c.i t was to be our base 
of operations , and the theory 
read that we would travel light 
each day, and pack out Sunday 
night. It was an excellent 
theory .... 

Saturday was really The day. 

We went up the Eagle lass by The 
Long Trail, and sat on Adam's 
Apple . . .where the view is mag- 
nificent. (What is there about 
such a vantage point that prompts ■ 
people to try to identify smudgy 
little villages, in the face of 
so much else to look at?) Then... 
up the Chin, extolling the view 
to north, east or west to cam- 
ouflage the shortness of wind. 

From thence, south over the Lips 
and down over the Cliff Trail, 
spending a few minutes in and 


around the Cave of the "Winds, 
through Wall Street, and so on; 
we reached the Summit House by 
noon, and lunched at the Octagon. 
It wo^ild bo worth going back in 
winter jut to stop in the Octagon 
and enjoy a fire in their cir- 
cular fireplace .. .but after a 
close look at the Hose-dive, 

I shall positively leave my skis 
at home .' 

That was the morning. The 
afternoon tool: us up over the 
Ho so and down along the west side, 
through Canyon and Canyon Forth, 
tho Subway, the Apartments, and 
back to the vicinity of Profanity. 
Somewhere along tho way, a care- 
less suggestion crystallized into 
a definite plan of action, and we 
dashed (as well as we wore able) 
down to Taft, gulped a quick 
supper and packed the impedimenta, 
plus firewood and a couple gallons 
of water. Again by the light of 
the sunset and the last glimmers 
of daylight, we trudged up through 
Eagle Pass, up the Chin, and 
slept Saturday night on the 
highest point in Vermont. As I 
said, it was a good theory. . . . 

And for all our trouble and 
wild anticipation, we woke in the 
morning in a dense fog. Visibil- 
ity was a short, camp, six foot, 
and tho whole morning passed be- 
fore it finally cleared away. So 
wo missed a sunrise view. But 
the fun wasn't spoiled by a little 
tiling like that... we ate a 
leisurely breakfast, studied some 
rocks and gouged out a few crys- 
tals to bring home, and eventually 
arrived at the Summit House just 
as tho sun decided on a fair aay. 

In order to "do" as much as 
possible, we took Tho Long Trail 
down to butler Lodge, where wc ate 
lunch and enjoyed a long visit 
with Dave and Sue Hagar. They 
had strange and wonderful things 
to relate about the people who 
pass on tho Trail... as for in- 
stance the gentleman who went up 
the Warapahoofus Trail, ana made 
a subsequent agonized report that 
in places his person hung out 


over great voids,., and "It is 
not done thus in the Alps 1 It 
would be provided with guides 
before and stout tow-ropes. Ach I 
Ach J" Well, I d’know, We cane 
up that way. 

It * s useless to try to re- 
port what we saw. But we can, 
and do, recommend it to everyone. 
It is one mountain that can be 
as rugged a workout or as gentle 
a stroll as you want. And it is 
decidedly infectious. We still 
haven’t covered all the trails, 
so wo *11 bo going back again, 

P.S. We caught such a bad caso 
of mountainitis that the next 
Friday wo dashed up the Buclclin 
Trail after supper, and slept 
on the peak of Killington. The 
sunset was beautiful, and the 
moon shone and the wind blow all 
night long. Next day, just like 

last time, murky. But boy, 

the raspberries were good J 

CHITTENDEN POND 

• It was a hot day in Rutland 
on Sunday, July 20th, but those 
of us who took advantage of the 
opportunity to spend the day at 
the C, V, Camp in Chittenden es- 
caped the heat. 

It was a perfect day to spend 
in or on the water and that ’ 3 
just how most of us spent it. 

We don’t know what treasures Carl 
Nowhall, Craiguc Perkins and 
Bill and Barbie Allard expected 
to find on the bottom of the Pond 
but they spent so much time under 
water wo exnoctod thorn to sprout 

fir.3 ut a >- v, ai.u. 

After" lunch those invincible 

Ncwhalls just had to hike some- 
where so accompanied by Emile 
Bosclli they sot off for Hoycs 
Pond. The rest of us spent the 
afternoon like tho morning in 
swimming and boating 

We appreciate having the 
use of the camp for a GMC Outing 
and hope perhaps this may develop 
into an annual summer event. 


HAPG00D POI'TD AND STYLES PEAK 

by 

Iiaxinc ITowhall 
The subject of some debate 
before-hand, the Hapgood Pond 
Trip came off approximately as 
planned Sunday, August 3. The 
schedule said Saturday, but Sun- 
day was a better day all-round. 

In fact, the sun shone, . .which 
was a nice change from former 
Hapgood days. 

However, there was one 
difference not so welcome , The 
crowd was small, and Pinky didn ’t 
even come to see eis off. It made 
the whole thing 3Com dreadfully 
unofficial. 

Vera took the swimmers in 
her car. . .Iiary and Danny Jennings, 
and Barby Allard with two friends, 
Carl drove tho car of hikers... 

Nazi no , Betty Ball and Emil 
Bosclli. Pearl Nichols and 
Eleanor Walker came down later 
in tho afternoon, . .and that’s 
all there wore, Tho rest of you 
missed a thoroughly enjoyable time, 
Barby and her friends wore 
wet inside of five minutes, and 
tho rest of the swimmers dispersed 
vaguely at the first mention of 
fires and coffee,,, and courteous- 
ly allowed those most interested 
in the ond result to supervise 
the coffee. Wasn’t it good ? 

The disinterested ones came back 
promptly when the coffee came off 
tho fire. Very good timing. 
Diplomatic relations were nearly 
ruptured when the coffee Super- 
intendent found her lunch con- 
tained not a single cup,,, but a 
loan was arranged, and peace 
returned. 

Mary put another strain on 
everyone’s self-control when she 
dropped two real steaks into a 
sizzling fry pan... but we criti- 
cized her cooking ’till she 
didn’t enjoy them cither. In 
fact, we really had a lovely time. 
After lunch, tho hikers 
wont off to find Mad Tom Shelter 
. • , and to our dismay drove with- 
in ten feet of the fireplace. 
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That Is not our experience with 
the general run of Long Trail 
Shelters. Wo found the Shelter 
in fair condition, and the water 
was delicious; better than more 
elaborate beverages, and almost 
as good as if we * d dug the spring 
ourselves , 

Wo climbed Styles Peak from 
the Shelter. It was pleasant, 
wooded, and warm all the way. 

There was some confusion at the 
signpost that pointed west and 
said "Long Trail -3 miles"; and 
still more when we passed the 
la3t rise and went on what seemed 
an interminable distance more or 
less level.. .with no sign of 
peak, nor view nor nothin* but 
trail. In fact, wo stopped - in 
one shady place and held a heated 
as well as spirited discussion 
over the perversity of guide books. 
But presently the flics drove us 
on, and we did como to the rocky 
ledge that does, in fact, provide 
a view to the cast more or loss. 

Wo Hatched the swimmers at 
Hapgood enjoying their water, 
while wo sat enjoying our mountain, 
until someone suggested it might 
be nice to tako a swim. Lacking 
helicopters, we started back on 
foot,., and paused only at the 
spring for a last drink. And so, 
by devious ways, home by night. 

We have a question. Who 
was Mad Tom ? 

DOWII UNDER 

It may be interesting to 
hear about some of the activities 
of Mountain Clubs in other parts 
of the world. If you arc inter- 
ested read on. 

The "Tararua Tramper" is a 
monthly publication of the 
Tararua Tramping Club of How 
Zealand. The following bits of 
information have been taken from 
their publication. 

"Coming Tramps — Hov. 2-3-4 j 
Combined Clubs' Working Party- 
Alpha- An advanced guard will 


go to Alpha on Friday afternoon 
to be ready for the air drop in 
ease it comes early on Saturday 
morning. The remainder will 
carry up all the tools plus non- 
dropable material such as window 
frames and aluminium roofing, 

A start will bo made with the hut 
foundations. Leaders, members of the 
Huts Committee. " 

On reading this we thought 
how nice it would be to have an 
air drop to help in the building 
of our Green Mountain Lodges 
and Shelters. 

"Hov. 30 Talk on Safety in 
the Mountains, This talk should 
be hoard by all intending long 
trippers. " 

"There arc 10,000 members 
of organized mountain clubs 
throughout Now Zealand, and it 
is not surprising that a certain 
amount of congestion takes place 
in favorite localities especially 
during the summer months. The 
huts already built by clubs are 
used a great deal by doer-stalk- 
ers and Government cullers and 
opossum trappers. They thus 
serve a vital part in coping with 
the deer and opossum menace." 

After the death of one of 
the Tararua Tramping Club mem- 
bers resulting from his crossing 
a flooded river, the findings 
committee roportoc - "Donald 
Dement would not have lost his 
life when attempting to cross 
the flooded Orongorongo River 
had he been tied to a rope. 

"The only safe method of 
crossing a flooded river is that 
in which the person mal a ng the 
crossing is fastened to a rope. 

The handrail method is not satis- 
factory for crossing a flooded 
river, " 

(Mountain climbing in 
Hew Zealand involves hard trips 
according to the "Tafrarua Tramper" . ) 



COMING EVENTS 

. I 

Time - Sunday, Sept. 21st 
Plane - Long Trail Lodge to 

Noyes Fond. ! 

I 

The series of three hikes 
covering our own section of the 
Trail last fall proved so suc- 
cessful that we decided, to try 
a similiar series this year to 
cover some adjoining Trail. Here J 
is the first of that series. 

We will start out over the 
familiar trail from Long Trail 
Lodge to Tucker (the Long Trail 
not the short cut ) , from Tucker 
follow the Trail on to the old 
Chittenden-Pittsfield road (bet- 
ter known to most of us as the 
road beyond the Craigue Perkins 
camp). This road is about the , 
half-way point on the day's trip. 
After crossing this we hike along 
through hardwood forest and over 
an easy ridge to Noyes Pond. (The , 
Guide Book gives the distance as 
6.1 miles and hiking time as 3 k 
hours). From Noyes Pond we can 
follow a short trail leading down 
to the highway near Chittenden 
Pond . 

These progressive hikes nec- 
essitate some shuttling of cars • 
but the distances to the highway 
approaches are not too great and 
this can be worked out. It's 
been done before l 

If you are interested in 
increasing your coverage of The 
Long Trail don't miss any of this | 
series - when you complete the 
three you will have added 19.7 mi. j 
If you just want a good fall hike i 
this is for you too. 


Time - Sunday, Oct pth 
Place - Noyes Pond to Carmel 

For this second of our series 
we will go in to Noyes Pond from 
the highway near Chittenden Pond 
(as wc came out on the previous 
hike) and take to cars again near 
''New Boston 1 * (about 5 miles from 
Chittenden by highway) . 

Many of \is have been to Car- 
mel Comp and Mt. Carmel before 
but we have usually arrived via 
•‘New Boston" . Not so many of us 
have hiked the 'f.b r miles of The 
Long Trail leading from Noyes 
Pond to Carmel Camp. This trail 
should afford some nice views of 
Chittenden Pond and prove an in- 
teresting day's outing. 


RUl liAGE . NIL h AGE RUI1.AGE J 

We haven't figured out how 
many shopping days there are be- 
fore Christmas but ue do know 
there are only about 30 collect- 
ing days before our GLC Rummage 
Bale. We hope you already have a 
large collection for us. The 
committee and the exact date for 
the sale Will be announced in 
your .'October Bi OLE Ax I’ BLxiZEo . 

Remember this is one of our 
two money making activities for 
the year and we need the support 
and cooperation of everyone. 


CONGRATULATION'S TO “THE ALLARDS 11 

Greetings to Nary Elizabeth 
Allard who arrived on Sept. 9th. 


THE ROCKY POND TRIP 

ty 

Emile Bosclli 

A pretty good turnout on this 
one. Eighteen in all. Could it 
be that an outing with some sched- 
uled hiking interests more people? 
Anyhow, after some debate on how 
to arrange the taxi service for 
the caravan we all departed for 
the shelter. That is, we all 
departed together, but some 
place along the way the caravan 
grew; not in numbers but in 
length. Is it safe to guess that 
arrival times varied by throe- 
fourths of an hour? 

On arrival we did not find 
the usual hordes of fishermen 
but were instead heralded by the 
gleeful shouts of a party of 
swimmers at the shelter. Further 
investigation revealed a note 
stating that a group of nine was 
returning to the shelter that 
day, Would this be a rather 
crowded day at the shelter? 
Evidently not, the swimmers seemed; 
to prefer the water on the other j 
side of the island, and our nine 
campers never showed up. 

Lunch and coffoo were prompt - 1 
ly taken care of. There were 
several demonstrations of how to 
cook various me at 3 by the "set 
the frying pan on the fire" 
method. Our "fire caters" man- 
aged to make the rest of us 
envious with their culinary skills. 

Barbie Allard and her two 
young mermaid friends spent the 
day trying to so ale tip all the 
water in the pond. All was peace-! 
ful until one of the girls man- 
aged to send Craiguc»s hat sail- i 
ing into the pond. The rest is 
best left to your imagination. 

Marjorie Allard was finally j 
coaxed into the water. Seemed to ; 
enjoy it, but admits to practic- 
ally drowning herself ? 

Of course, under the inspir- j 
ing leadership of guide . Carl 
Ncwhall, a party of Alpinists 
wa3 formed to scale the upper j 
ledges of Green Mountain. Carl 1 s 1 


"billy goats" included Ray Catozzi , 
Bill Allard, Maxine and Carl 
Ncwhall Sr. 

The rest of the party spent 
a peaceful day soaking up the 
sunshine and discussing the merits 
of various agricultural crops. 

Our best wishes to Carl 
Ncwhall Sr, We hope ho enjoyed 
his hike with us as much as we 
enjoyed having him. 

Visit us again, Carl, 


NEWS FROM OTHER HIKING CLUBS 

Last month we told you a 
little abput the far away Tararua 
Tramping, Club of Now Zealand, 

This month ycm are going to 
hear abqut tho Capital Hiking Club 
of Washington, D* C. 

Organized ip 1938, the Cap- 
ital Hiding Clujj) is open to anyone 
interested in hiking and congen- 
ial fellowship^ in the out-of-doors. 

Trips ar£ scheduled for 
every Sunday. Hikes range up to 
12 miles in length and traverse 
mountain 3 ? s '^ room valleys, and 
rolling ? ou ^crysido. Many inter- 
esting h~~jfs, not requiring stren- 
uous cliiwang are also conducted 
in the area between Frederick, 
Maryland and Fredericksburg, Va, 
Local hikes arc included to 
acquaint people with tho natural 
beauty around Washington. Occa- 
sionally there are sightseeing 
trips to historical or beautiful 
spots . 

Fellowship is tho theme of 
the Capital Hiking Club and to 
promote this atmosphere a got- 
acquainted circle is formed at 
the beginning of each hike where 
everyone gives his name and tho 
State or country from which ho 
originally sane, Coffee i3 served 
at noon on tho cold season hikes, 
and watermelon feasts arc arranged 
for the beach trips. Moonlight 
hikes and campfire partios in 
local parks are held in the 
summer time. 

All this has a familiar 
ring ] 
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INTERSECTIONAL 
SMALL BUT SUCCESSFUL 

ty 

Dan Jennings, Jr, 

Seven members represented 
Killington Section at this year’s 
Intersectional Outing of the 
Green Mountain Club, Although 
the entire group numbered only 
about 25* Barre, Brattleboro, 
Burlington, Killington and 
Worcester Sections were repre- 
sented. 

The camp site in Stratton 
proved successful. The tents we re 
erected in a semicircle around 
the clearing where once 15*000 
people gathered to hear Dan’l 
Webster. Some of the tourists 
(and there was a surprising num- 
ber of them) who visited the mon- 
ument while wo were encampod oyed 
us as though wo might be the last 
stragglers of the original 15*000. 
Surely we didn’t look that odd l 
Ono lady went so far as to apol- 
ogizo for intruding on our "fam- 
ily" reunion. Mary and Craiguo 
Perkins, arriving early Saturday, 
pitched tents for the other 
Killington members and were on 
hand to welcome us. However, 
they soon grew discouraged of 
greeting and welcoming arriving 
cars, as most of them proved to 
be people visiting the monument 
rather than GMCors, 

The camp firo would havo 
been an excellent mosquito re- 
pellent but wo lacked mosquitoes 1 
Visiting and story-telling made 
the evening a pleasant one. The 
night proved uneventful and the 
Buchanan alarm didn’t sound until 
7 a.m. It has bo come traditional 
for Prof, Roy Buchanan to awaken 
us a 5 but he explained that 
there would bo more comment if he 
didn’t than if ho did, so he didn’i , 

Sunday found the energetic 
hikers sotting out for Stratton 
Mountain and Stratton Pond, 

Churchill Scott, alone, upheld our 
record as hikers. 

Those of us attending Mass at 


Our Lady of 1 Mission in 
Wardsboro wer present at the 
blessing- of t o first, permanent 
Catholic chap f in th'at town. Tho 
interesting h story of tho 125 
year old romp ©led building which 
has served as private homo. Post 
Office, Gone* A Store, and a 
Fraternal Ore px* clubhouse, was 
related by t. 1 ' missionary. Rev, 
George Dcmcr.' > of the Fathers of 
St. Edmund f ‘om Putney,. 

An af to /noon 'leisurely spent 
ended cur sni.dl but nonc-thc-lcss 
interesting : niid pleasant 1952 
Intersoctio^e-r* 

OUR GOOD ItS lENB .-eg AR LIB- SMITH 

Wo received an interesting 
letter from our trail clearing 
friend, Chari io Smith, Ho has 
3pont the past summer with tho 
Forest Service at Winter Park, 
Colorado, 

His letter statos in part — 

"Wo arc almost through clearing 
trail hero, I have loarnod a few 
j things about trail work this 

summer and so has tho ranger. He 
bought me a 36" pulp saw by mistake 
after I asked for a lj.2", The 36" 
wasn’t big enough for some logs. 
Then ho got a 3* one-man saw. 

That got dull, lost its sot, and 
was hard to use. Ho *11 got a [j.2" 
pulp saw next year 1 " 

"I havo usod a machcto a lot 
and found it. best for largo brush 
and can cut young trees several 
inches in diameter. I prefer it to 
tho hatchet after trying both," 

"Wo trlod a trench shovel for 
improving the trail, digging water 
bars etc. It is way ahead of tho 
common shovel," 

"In spite of the wrong saws 
and my helper being slow and 
rather prone to fowl things up, 
we spent only a little over one 
half the money allotted. So it 
appears wo are doing all right." 

Charlie gave us some more 
interesting information about 
what he and a burro could do on 
Vermont’s Long Trail, 


KILLIHGTON PROM THE WEST L f 

by 

Bill Allard 

At nine o’clock Sunday morn- 
ing, Sept. 7th, a small, hardy 
group of pioneers left Leldon for 
an attempt at the only trail up 
Killington from the west , the 
Juggernaut. Hone of us had boon 
all the way up it before and some 
of us didn’t expect to make it 
■tii is time. We had heard that it 
was six miles of wet and rough 
brook bed; but wo were in for a 
suprise . 

We started up the road, new- 
ly opened for logging which was 
good walking. At the lumber camp 
the road branched. With unerring 
woods instinct, the result of 
many years of experience, we 
chose the wrong one. It soon 
petered out but we picked up the 
right one by cutting through the 
woods, /n’t or this the trail held 
a steady grade; the walking x;as 
quite good. The nicest part is 
’where the trail goes around the 
north side of the mountain to 
Cooper Lodge. All the climbing 
is done by then and there is a 
nice view of Pico and the mount- 
ains to the west. The trail is 
in good condition on the lower 
end, but needs markding, and there 
are several blowdowns on the 
upper end. 

We found the Lodge in good 
condition and we met a party from 
Woodstock who had come up the 
same way. Wo tried to talk them 
into getting someone to help them 
clear the trail; I hope something 
comes of it. This trail is as 
easy a one as there is up Killing- 
ton, and only four and a half 
miles . 

When wc got to the top we 
were really glad we had come. It 
was one of those rare days when 
you can see a long u ay in any di- 
rection. After some argument we 
decided wo could see Mt. Washing- 
ton. We left in time to get out 
before dark. The only regrot x^as 
that more hadn't been able to come. 


PRE-VIEW 0? PICO SKELTER 

Three Killington Section 
members (jPcarl Kichols, Eleanor 
Walker and Vera Perkins), couldn't 
wait for the scheduled hike to 
I-ico on ITov. 2nd so took advantage 
of tho Thursday P.K. closing dur- 
ing Fair week to visit Pico Shel- 
ter and Pico Pc ale. The shelter 
looked very usable after its sum- 
mer face-lifting by tho Long Trail 
Patrol end would be a welcome 
sight to anyone caught in a storm 
on tho long trek from Killington. 

The trail from the shelter 
to the peak would be much improved 
by some trimming out but was passa- 
ble. The eay was clear and there 
was a good view from the tower. 

Wo recommend a hike up Pico 
and back before dining out. We 
had dinner at the Lodge and felt 
we 'd never had a better one. 

(We don't know yet why Eleanor 
wore car-rings on thi3 trip.) 

AL017G THE SEPTEMBER TR.JL 

If you like to study wild 
flowers along the trail right now 
is a good time to co some Icisuro- 
ly hiking. You will find that 
many of the familiar spring 
flowers have taken on new forms. 

A largo, single, bright rod bead 
has replaced tho blossom of the 
well-known Trillium. Low grow- 
ing rod borries appear among the 
moos and fora where wc saw the 
neat, starry blossoms of the 
Bunchberry earlier in the season. 
The blue berry of the Clintonia 
near-by makes a nice contrast. 
Jack-in-the-pulpit has become a 
stiff, prim cluster of red berries. 
The Hobble-bush now flaunts bunch- 
es of orange-red berries. 

You may find too the ghostly 
Indian Fipo and such late blooming 
flowers as the Touch-me-not, wild 
Aster, Turtle -head, and if you 
are very lucky, prehaps the 
Bottled gentian. 

Each month offers its own 
attractions along tho trail and 
September is no exception. 






( V\V 

snoK£«* 

blazcs 



Vol.3 No. 10 Iiillington Section Green Fountain Club Oct. 1952 


HOUSE WARNING AT CLARENDON 

SHELTER - SAT. OCT. 25th 

i 

For some time i\re have talk- 
ed about having a^house -warming" 
at our new Clarendon Shelter. 

This is it. The G.k.C. Trustees 
are meeting in Rutland on this 
date and we are inviting them to 
join us for this event. 

The general plan at present 
is to have a spaghetti supper and j 
"divvy 1 ' up the cost among those 
attending - the Trustees to be 
guests of the Killington Section. 

If you prefer to bring your own 
supper you may do so. If you 
plan to eat from the "big kettle" 
you must make reservations with 
Laxine Fewhall (Tel. 2716-W) by 
Wednesday , Oct. 22nc - ana c.on’t 
forget to bring your cup, plate, 
etc. Supper at 6:30 P.L. 

For the Trustees - we are 
reminding you to bring along 
hiking shoes for the trip in from 
the highway - we will provide 
transportation to the trail and 
the necessary eating utensils, 
we need to know how many of you 
will be coming so after the Trust- 
ees assemble will someone take a 
count of those who plan to sup 
with us and telephone the number 
to Laxine Newhall by noon. 

This Clarendon Shelter is 
really worth seeing not to men- 
tion the fun of getting togcthcr- 
so - come one - come all - but 
let us know how manyJ 


RUU.AGE SALE - SAT .-NOV .1st 

The Rummage Sale ./ill be 
held in the Neighborhood Rooms 
and we will be there^Fri . -Oct .31st 
to receive material and prepare 
for the sale. 

The folio-wing people hove 
volunteered to act on the com- 
mittee: Lory Jennings, *'T" Vali- 
auettc, Betty Ball, Laxine Now- 
hall, Craigue and Mary Perkins, 
and Vera Perkins. Anyone else 
who would be willing to assist 
at the sale will be most welcome 
- just contact one of the above. 

Of course we are counting on 
all of you to help by getting 
material to us. Please get it to 
UE R ri . -Oct . 31st between 9 A .L. 
and 5 1 - at the Neighborhood 
Rooms . If you have material but 
it is impossible for you to get 
it to U3 call Craigue Perkins- 
Tcl« 90 7 -M - before Fr i . - Oct « 31st . 

HELLEBORE KOLLO w TRaIL 

On 0ct.5th, Emile Boscelli, 
Ray Catozzi, Craigue Perkins, 

Carl and Laxine Newhall, scouted 
out the old Hellebore Hollow 
Trail on Niue Ridge Lt. This 
trail leaves the Elbow Road just 
opposite the start of the Blue 
Trail to Tucker Lodge. Blazes 
were painted but little clearing 
done. There were several bad 
blowdowns near the spruce swamp 
that will require a lot of work. 


COKING EVENTS 


Time - Sun; Oct. 19 - 8»30A.h. 

Place - Brandon Gap to Carmel 
Camp . 

This will be the last of 
our fall series of progressive 
hikes covering a definite section 
of The Long Trail. Those who 
have taken the first two will 
surely want to complete the 
series and others will find this 
an interesting hike and a good 
opportunity to cover this 6.6 mi. 
of The Long Trail. (Total hiking 
distance will be about 8.6 mi. 
as we have to hike out from Car- 
mel Camp to hew Boston) . 

The attendance on these 
hikes has been especially good - 
as we have noted before the stiff- 
er hikes seem to oring out the 
crowd. 1 Note the startin g time 
is Sp 3Q A.i- . Please be prompt . 

Time - Sunday, Oct. 26th 

Place - Br aader 's Camp at 
LcLaugBLLin Nalls. 

This one is an "extra Div- 
idend 11 put in between the cus- 
tomary two-week intervals . We 
planned it this way for two rea- 
sons. First, we wanted to see 
McLaughlin Falls without its 
blanket of snow this time and 
have a chance for some exploring 
in that area under hr. bradaer 's 
direction. Second, we thought 
the attendance on the three pre- 
ceeding hikes might have been 
small duo to their length (a poor 
guess, that one) and we should put 
in a shorter one to even things. 
Anyway it 's everyone 's good luck 
to have this chance to visit the 
Bradder Camp at LcLaughlin Falls. 

Time - Sunday, Nov. 2nd. 

Place - Pico 

This is an old favotitc 
which hasn’t been on the schedule 
for some time. The toatl mileage 
on this looks short (about £ mi.) 
in comparison with some of the 
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recent trips. However it's still 
a good stiff climb to Pico so 
don’t stay home because you think 
{ it ’s too easy.’ On this trip we 
will have an opportunity to look 
| over the repair job done on the 
i Pico Shelter this summer. 

LONG TRAIL LODGE TO NOYES POND 
by 

| Janet Martin 

At 9*1|0 A. Pi. on September 
21st, seventeen hardy GLCers 
! assembled at Lelaon school to 
j begin the hike of the first part 
of the 6th Division of The Long 
! Trail. Transportation was con- 
solidated into three cars and all 
proceeded to The Long Trail Lodge 
where the footwork was to begin. 

It was a cloudy day but for- 
tunately for all the rain hole 
off until the c.rive home through 
Chittenden. The bird watchers 
didn't have much luck as our fea- 
thered friends were very quiet. 

One downy woodpecker and a few 
other birds were reported, We 
took a picture of some bottled 
Gentians growing aside the Trail 
at its junction vith^Craigue 's 
1 Road". The rock hound s came up 
with a specimen purported to be 
j a garnet schist, carl No. -hall 
found a stone with strange squar- 
( ed cavities in it but leit it 
I under a tree while awaiting trans- 
| portation, so " .hat" will remain 
a mystery. Following the discuss- 
ion at Noyes Pond much research 
; has divulged that hoosewood is 
Striped P.aple and Striped P.aple 
j is Moosewood. 

I All in all it was a very ec- 

( ucational and enjoyable hike , es- 
pecially to one who has spent the 
summer in the loudly acclaimed 
"wide open spaces" of Oklahoma. 
Quite frankly we missed Vermont 
and were glad to be back hiking 
The Trail. 

I ’m sure everyone on the hike 
wishes to join me in thanking 
! Pearl and Ruth for the taxi ser- 
vice without which such a hike 
| would be impossible . 


SOI-iE IMPRESSIONS 
OP A SUMMER ABROAD 
toy 

Edith Ewald 

It xms reported there were 
more Americans in Europe and 
Scandanavia this past summer than 
at any time in the history of 
travel. It was my fourth tz’ip 
to Europe, but my first visit to 
Scandanavia. The Olympics and a 
World Seminar in Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation in 
Helsinki were the chief reasons 
for my going in 1952. 

The people who stayed at 
home and read the sporting news 
and saw the news reels were prob- 
ably quite aware of what went on 
at the Olympics. However, it was 
a thrilling experience to really 
be present for the opening cere- 
mony and to sec over 5000 par- 
ticipants from 71 different na- 
tions enter the stadium, each 
preceded by the National flag of 
the country. The entrance of 
Nurmi, former Olympic star from 
Finland, and the lighting of the 
Olympic torch followed by the 
Olympic Hymn and the release of 
the peace doves marked the climax. 

* Other exciting moments wore 
during the games, when the United 
States had won an event and the 
victory ceremony was hold. At 
these times, forty in all, the 
Stars and Stripes were hoisted 
and the Star Spangled Banner was 
played by the Olympic Band. 

Finland has many places for 
outings as does Sweden, but not 
until we were in Norway did wo 
have many outings in the country 
(unless I were to mention the 
time wo hiked around the palace 
grounds of tho summer residence 
of the King and Queen of Denmark) . 
The King and Queen were in* 
Greenland so a group of us, about 
20 Danes and Americans, at mid- 
night had permission to make our- 
selves at home. 

At Voss, Norway, birthplace 
of Knutc Rockne, wo stayed in a 
Youth Hostel. The building was 


one which had been built by the 
Germans and had been used as an 
Officers’ Club. Four bunk cabins 
had been added, with electric 
heating and individual controls 
of the heat in each cabin. There 
was hot and cold running water and 
a beautiful firey.laco in the lounge, 
so it was really hostelling deluxe c 
Other guests at the hostel were a 
bunch of English girls who wore 
really on a hiking holiday. In- 
cident ly this is about the only 
way the British can take a holiday 
as no one is allowed more than a 
fox-7 pounds to spend outside the 
British Isles, 

From the hostel some of our 
party hiked to tho town of Voss, 
a distance of two miles, but took 
tho bus back as it was raining, 
so we were not really hikers. The 
next day we had a bus trip to 
Ulvik and hiked about tho Hardangcr 
Fjord, This was a beautiful trip. 
From time to time I had said that 
we have just as pretty scenery in 
Vermont, but when wo got to 
Western Norway with all of thoFjords., 
tho many waterfalls and tho moun- 
tainous area, I had to say, n wc 
haven't anything like this in Vermont 
Before wc arrived at Voss x/c 
were at Flam, head of tho Auland 
Fjord. Wo had come down to Flam 
from liyrdal which lies 2900 feet 
above sea level and Flam 6 feet J 
The trip down, a distance of 12 
miles, took 53 minutes. The 
gradient was 1 in l8 and there 
X7crc 20 tunnels. At Flam wc 
hiked along the Fjord whore beau- 
tiful big raspberries were in 
season and many flowers common 
in Vermont, were in blossom. 

When wc wore in Bergen wo 
took tho funicular railway to the 
top of Floyon mountain which is 
1030 foot above sea level. Here 
wo had lunch, explored the top of 
the mountain, enjoyed tho view of 
Bergen and the surrounding country, 
after which we hiked down tho 
mountain. There wore seven other 
mountains surrounding Bergen, but 
time did not permit a trip on all 
of them. 


At Oslo wo saw tlio famous 
raft ''Kon-Tild. 1 ' on which Thor 
Hcyordal and five companions 
drifted across the Pacific. Nearby 
was housed the Polar expedition 
ship "From" which was used by 
Nansen and Amundson on their 
polar trips. Wo saw the early 
Viking ships which arc in a sep- 
arate musuom. Wo went up the 
Holme nkollcn hill, scene of the 
Olympic ski jumping. The place 
we had lunch was built into the 
actual lip of the ski- jump, so 
the jumper had to pass over the 
restaurant in his flight through 
the air. The ski museum, in the 
same building as the restaurant, 
housed many weird and wonderful 
skis . 

It is easy to see the 
Norwegians have a great lovu of 
the out doors, as do most of the 
people in the Northern countries. 

My one regret after being gone 
over two months and after visiting 
nine different countries was that 
there was too little time for 
out door living, Vermont offers 
many similar opportunities so we 
should enjoy what wo have all 
around us, 

NOYES POND TO CARPEL 

The second of our fall scries 
of hikes connecting points on The 
Long Trail proved to be as success- 
ful as our first one. After the 
car problem was t alien care of, 

(wo are getting expert at this) 
wo started for Noyes Pond from 
the Chittenden side; destination, 
Now Boston. 

Wo were off, fifteen of us, 
on a day that looked like rain 
and with a promise of about eleven 
miles of hiking. (Wo have decided 
that all it t ako s to go t the 
Killington Section out is to offer 
them a good tough schedule.) 

North Pond was a little off 
our route but many of vi3 had never 
soon it so wo decided to cat there, 

Five members of the party, 
the fast hikers, those on the 
younger side, never found the 


pond. They dashed on, mile after 
mile until they reached Carmel 
Camp where they ate their lunch 
and then climbed Carmel. When they 
returned to camp there still was 
no sign of the rest of the group. 
Diane Conlon and Ruth LaBralcc had 
hiked up to the camp from New Boston 
with an offer of transportation 
to any of the hikers who w anted it. 
Now there were seven waiting for 
the strollers. 

To flashback to our party at 
North Pond --; 

We had two gasoline stoves 
and a good wood fire going. There 
xras a race on to see which fire 
would produce boiling i^ater first 
for tho Nescafe* (Yes, no coffee 
this time - but that is a matter 
of opinion.) 

After eating our lunch and 
viewing the pond wo headed back 
to tho trail. No one was in any 
great hurry so we just moseyed 
along. It had boon cloudy all 
day but the air and conversation 
had been brisk and everyone was 
harpy . Tho impending darkness 
did not worry us until about ip : 30 
P.K. when wo estimated we had about 
three more miles to go. A porky 
had been battled with and his oars 
and some of his quills claimed. 

Darkness comes fast in the 
woods especially on a cloudy day. 

We wore walking down the last two 
miles to the road over a brook 
bed wNicre tho x-jhite stones served 
as guides as to where we might get 
a footing. Five of us were going 
a little more cautiously than the 
front five, (We learned later 
that they had a flashlight.) 

Soon the first five wore out of 
hearing distance and the remaining 
five were 1 lost in the wilderness’ 
not actxxally, but were willing to 
be considered 'lost'. It has 
often been said that Craiguc 
carries an unnecessary load in his 
pack. No one will evor again ask. 

5 'Why do you carry all that stuff? 

He had a small bottle of kerosinc 
to which ho added a strip of hand- 
kerchief for a wick; Soon wo had 
a light and aw r ay wo went 1 
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Vol 5 No. 11 Killington Section 

COMING EVENTS 

Time - Sunday, Nov, l6th 
Place- Blue Ridge 

This hike offers all kinds 
of possibilities for adapting to 
the prevailing weathor conditions 
and the wishes of the hikers. 

Wo will leave from Mcldon 
School at 9:30 A.M. and drive to 
the Craiguc Perkins* Camp in 
Mendon. According to present plans 
we will start our hike from there, . 
loavc our packs at the Cascades 
on the way up, go on to the top, 
enjoy the view and return to the 
Cascades for dinner. After din- 
ner we will return to camp and 
thence home- eventually. If the 
weather proves unpleasant for 
dining out we can return to camp 
for a late dinner. 

Those who do not care to 
climb Blue Ridge may go to the 
camp at whatever time they wish, 
oxploro any of the various trails 
around there; and join the rest of 
the party on its return from the 
mountain. 

This should make a good day* 
outing however you do it. 

Time - Saturday, Doc, 6th 
Place - Bccchwood - Covered 
Dish Supper 

Just as regularly each year 
as Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas, comes our Covered 
Dish Supper. The date for it is 
fast approaching. We shall fol- 
low the usual plan again this 
year: visitors welcome anytime 
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after 2 P.M.; supper served 
starting at 6 PM.; each person 
or far, lily group attending brings 
something toward the feast; every 
one brings his own plate, cup, 
knife, fork, and spoon. You will 
get your assignment as to what to 
bring when you make your reserva- 
tion with Vera Perkins, (tel. 1910 ) 
Please make this reservation by 
F riday night, Dec, 5th if possible. 

Wo plan to have a projector 
and screen available and would 
like anyone who has pictures of 
GMC interest to bring them along 
for an informal showing. Janice 
Catozzi will have our albums there 
and this would be a good time to 
got any pictures you have for our 
permanoht collection to her. 

From past experience we strong- 
ly advise coming in time to take 
| a hike before supper - you’ll 
wish you had when you see what’s 
beforo you at six o’clock. At a 
I covered dish supper you sample 
everything you lcn« w ] 

RUMMAGE SALE NETS 095.86 

i 

Thanks to the cooperation 
I of Killington Section members and 
friends wo had a substantial sum 
to add to our treasury after the 
Rummage Sale, 

Thanks go out to all who 
helped in any way to make this A. 
success. 

With deep sorrow we report 
the death of Matilda Goulding, 
a Life Member of the Killington 
Section of the Gr~on Mountain Club, 

i 


CLARENDON HOUSE WARNING 

Warning, did you say? If 
any house was ever heated then 
the new Clarendon Lodge was 
really heated on October 25th, 

Fifty members and friends of the 
Killington Section attended the 
spaghetti dinner held in cele- 
bration of the building of the 
Lodge atthe site of the old Clar- 
endon Shelter. Nobody expected 
any such turnout for the affair 
but there was plenty of food for 
all and lots of help in serving it. 
There was no committee. Every- 
body just lent a hand; 

During the day an advance 
party consisting of Carl and 
Maxine Ncwhall, Craiguc Perkins 
and Miriam and Bennett Boll put 
in and creosotcd the last of the 
trim, and washed the windows. 

Logs wore placed around the out- 
door fires for scats. 

At 3:30 the fires wore 
started and water for tho spa- 
ghetti put on to boil* About 
dark Janice, Ray, and Fernand 
Catozzi with many quarts of home- 
made sauce arrived on tho scene. 
This smolled so good that all hands 
on deck decided to oat rightjaway. 

Soon the crowd started to 
come by ones, threes, and sixes. 
Gasoline lanterns gave brilliant 
light both inside the Lodge and 
out front near the fires. There 
was much excitement and rushing 
around with cries of "She's boil- 
ing” and i! Gang way I Hot stuff 
cornin' through." The front win- 
dows of the Lodge were opened 
and the food was dished inside 
and passed out to the famished 
multitude. Spaghetti and sauce, 
cabbage salad, broad and butter, 
doughnuts and coffee. Yes, there 
were even seconds. 

Wo didn't get a complete 
list of those who served tho 
food but Poarlo Nichols, Marjory 
Allard, Vera Perkins, Jean 
Whitcomb, Maxine Ncwhall, and 
Janice Catozzi were seen inside 
the Lodge, from which wore 


excluded all but workers (and 
•calkers) , 

After all had boon stuffed 
to capacity there was a good old 
jabberfest around the fires, 

Jim Green and Bill Mitchell, GMC 
Trustees from Worcester, x>rcrc 
welcomed to the festivities, and 
it was regretted that more of the 
Trustees could not attend. Also 
wo missed Mr, Otis Kelly owner of 
the land on which the Lodge stands, 
who was unable to be present. 

No speeches were ^ladc but 
everyone understood and appreciat- 
ed that the Lodge was made possi- 
ble by the donation of $250 by 
Hr. v.O-, Wiley of Now York, and by 
the almost 400 hours of labor con- 
tributed by Carl and Maxine 
Ncwhall. Hikers on The Long Trail 
for tho next generation or so will 
bo indebted to thorn for their 
splendid generosity, 

MCLAUGHLIN BALLS 

In spite of tho big Claren- 
don Lodge celebration the previous 
evening, 10 members were on hand 
Sunday A.M., October 26th for the 
trip to McLaughlin Falls. 

We wore disappointed that 
Mr, Braddcr was unable to spend 
the day with us due to the fire 
hazzard condition in tho forests. 
However he accompanied us to camp, 
gave us information on trails, 
and left us on our own to enjoy 
the camp and surroundings. We 
visited the falls, discussed the 
rock formations, tried for some 
pictures, and some of us even 
took a pleasant, short hike. 

When we assembled at camp for 
a leisurely dinner wo wore glad to 
welcome 'The Bells', Later on 
Bill, 'Rilla, Judy, and Mary 
Elizabeth Allard paid us a visit, 
Tho after dinner visiting 
just seemed to prolong itself and 
almost before wo knew it the sun 
was going down ending a thoroughly 
enjoyable day, and another hike 
- or should wo say outing - was ' 
over. 


3 


PICO HIKE 
b 7 

Barbie Allard 

On a lovely fall day a group 
of 12 GMC hikers steirted out for 
Pico leak. 

The trail was good but a 
little damp. Some beechnuts were i 
founu by the trail. Lany chip- 
munks were out gathering food for 
winter. In some spots there was 
snow. At the shelter ue ate 
lunch before going to the top. 

On the top in some places the 
snow was eight inches cecp. The 
wind was quite strong on top es- 
pecially in the tower. It was 
very hazy. while wo were stand- 
ing near tho State- Police office, i 
we heard a call come in. Some 
of the hikers callee homo by the 
telephone on top. 

Going down we met Charlotte 
Rutkowski anc further along 'The 
Bells ' . After we reached the 
bottom some of the hikers climb- 
ed Deer Leap. We arrived homo 
safely before dark after a day of 
fun. (Just for the record we'd 
like to add that Charlotte was 
wearing shorts - the date was 
Uov. 2ndJ Be.) i 

ABOUT FOLKS wE 'D LIKE TO KNOW 

Each month as we sort the 
SLOKE AND BLAZES for mailing we 
have been impressed with the num- 
ber which go in the out-of-town 
pile. This led us to the thought j 
that since we have little chance 
to get acquainted with many of 
these out-of-town members it 
would be fun to have a sort of 
“get acquainted" column in 
SLOKE AND BLAZES. Accordingly 
we picked a name at random and 
wrote to Liss Helen Frink of 
Randolph asking her to tell us 
something about herself for the 
first such column. Here is her 
reply ;- 


11 To answer a few of the 
questions in your letter can say 
that I joined GKC the year pic-" 
turcs of the new Cooper Lodge on 
Lillington Peak were sent out. 

I have hiked a portion of the 
trail and believe it is very 
worthwhile to maintain it in good 
condition, and wish to do a bit 
to help. Although I do not seem 
to bo able to hike with you, I 
thoroughly enjoy re suing the 
accounts of your trips in SLOKE 
AKD BLAZES . 

Several years ago I covered 
the Trail from Killington to 
Liealcbury ^ap in three different 
trips and also camped overnight 
on C ame 1 ' s Hump , Lt . L ans f i old 
and Jay Peak. Lately my trips 
have been confined to the vicin- 
ity of Raneolph as it hasn't been 
convenient to go farther away. 

During the week I can be 
found in the office of The Sar- 
gent - Roundy Corn., manufacture- 
rs of farm implements, hut on 
Saturday afternoon my choice is 
a *walk in the fields and woods . 
The dat£ found on my driver's 
license is Age 4.1 j brown hair 
and eyes, S' S'' , 122 lbs. 

If you are looking for new 
country to explore, I'd. suggest 
Lt. Chus liman which can bo easily 
approached from the village of 
Rochester. The view from tlie 
fire tower on the top of this 
mountain is marvelous on a clear 
day. 

I 'll be interested to read 
replies from other out-of-town 
members and think it woule be 
only fair for you to publish in- 
formation about the Rutland mem- 
bers for the benefit of the out- 
of-townors . " 

he appreciate Helen Frink's 
interesting letter and. hope to 
have more such letters from mem- 
bers in SLOKE ABL ^LiiZSS from 
time to time. 


BRANDON GAP TO CARLEL 


‘i 


The cay set for the br ancon 
Gap to Carmel trip dawned chill 
and grey but the advance task 
force, undaunted, left Rutland at 
7:45 .**L. on Suncay, Oct. 19th to 
“plant" cars at "Now Boston" reacy 
to transport hikers home at the 
enc of the day. Helen Bailey, 

Vera and Craigue Perkins crovc 
their cars up anc. foarlc Nichols 
gave up her Suncay morning nap to 
accompany them and bring them 
back to join the rest of the crowd 
at hcldon School at 8:30 • 

Fifteen hikers were loaned 
into three cars ana we were off. 

-.t Brandon erap wo left the cars 
and started our day's work. Inc 
had gone only a short distance on 
the Trail when the clouas fulfilled 
their promise ana we were soon en- 
joying the first snowstorm of the 
season. 

Because of the storm and the 
fact that we seemed to be making 
gooc time \>re decided to go tiirough j 
to Carmel Camp before having lunch. 
The Trail was in good condition ana 
easy - especially for the first 
couple of hours. ..s snow collect- i 
ed on the fallen leaves it bee -me 
slippery anc at the same time 
rougher - so as time and we 'march- 
ed on' the way became longer - the 
snow wetter - and we ourselves 
colddr and hungrier. Just when 
we, at the end of the line, were 
beginning to doubt the wisdom of 
waiting for lunch until we reached 
Carmel, we were suddenly there. 

The warm shelter ana blazing fire 
in the outdoor fireplace repaid 
us for the wait. 

.after lunch and a comfortable 
rest the trail out to "New Boston" 
seemed suprisingly shorter and 
less rough than when we travelled 
it in semi-darkness two weeks 
earlier . 

.,c like these series hikes and 
hope for another set next year. 

,ve are sorry to hoar that 
hr. Bradder is in the hospital and 
wish him a speedy recovery. 


jEITE R0CL3 i OUNT^IN 
by 

Jack L art in 

hany of you have probably 
boon to the white .locks picnic 
area and vicinity at one time or 
another. How many of you have 
made the pleasant and rewarding 
hike to the cliffs on .Aiite Rocks 
Fount aim Jack and Janet hart in 
chose to try the Long Trail ap- 
proach to that spot, against an 
attempt at the trail-less (i ) 
Shrewsbury I'eak, on Saturday, 
September 27th. 

we followed the back or hill 
roac to East Wallingford, from 
whore the picnic area road branch- 
es off to the south, for about 
2- 2 miles until we came upon the 
U3FS Long Trail signpost. There 
we followed the sharp right turn 
for \ mile coming to the bar-way 
of a farmer 's yard where we park- 
ed the car . 

Seeing a bull of unknown dis- 
position in the pasture wo bush- 
whacked around to the west until 
wc had put a fence between his 
location and ours and then began 
the ascent of the mountain. we 
emerged on the Long Trail at the 
sice trail to the USF3 Grecnwall 
shelter. Following the Long Trail 
south we passed the Kcowadin trail 
and went on up into a picturesque 
section of pine and fir. Reach- 
ing a sign bearing the legend 
"Lookout" wo followed the short, 
scrambly side trail out onto the 
sharp and steeply cliffcd portion 
of white Racks It*, that is visible 
from the picnic area. From this 
vantage point wo commanded a view 
of the whole horizon from Dorset 
Jr oak on the south, past Bird, 
whit of ace, and Pico, to include 
some unidentified peaks south of 
Shrewsbury Peal:. 

Returning, wc followed the 
Long Trail passing through a fine 
flock of fringed gentians -where 
the trail breaks out into the pas- 
ture at the old hulley Farm. The 
trail then descended through pas- 
ture raid out past our parking spot. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Time - Sunday, Jan, 4> 1953 
Place- Spring Lake Camp 

Those who went on the 
Spring Lake trip last January 
must be hoping for the same kind 
of fine winter day that we had 
on that occasion. Remember the 
snow covered woods, the frosty 
trees around the Lake, and the 
lively game of fox and geese on 
the way out ? 

Spring Lake Camp is a com- 
fortable place for a -winter out- 
ing and for the many who assisted 
in its building there is a spe- 
cial satisfaction in going there. 
Possibly there are some disadvan- 
tages in completing these camp 
projects - we used to visit 
Spring Lake much more frequently 
when the work was in progress it 
seems. Anyway there couldn’t be 
a better way to spend a winter 
day. Let’s find out just how 
many the camp will hold on Jan- 
uary 4 th l 

REMINDER: Janice Catozzi, chair- 
man of Photography, would like 
you to be looking over your snap- 
shots and slides taken this past 
year so that you can select and 
enter your best ones in the annual 
contest. Details will be printed 
in the Jan, issue of Se;B. 

Be thinking about whether or 
not you would like to have a Card 
Party next year. This will be 
discussed at the annual meeting. 

The time and place of the 
Annual Meeting will bo announced 
in the Jan, issue of S&B. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to all Killington Section members 
and friends. 


SUCCESSFUL SUPPER PARTY 

The Boochwood Covered Dish 
Supper lived up to its reputation 
of being a huge success again. 

The usual mixed crowd of men, 
women and children, (40 total) 
the good eats, and the entertain- 
ment all added up to another en- 
joyable Killington Section Outing, 
Vera Perkins as hostess, 
was at camp early in the afternoon 
to welcome everyone. The house 
was warm and cozy and so inviting 
that only a few people went for 
walks in the woods. 

Knitting, reading, and 
talking occupied us until about 
six P,M, Then we began to long 
for that "covered dish supper". 

It didn’t take long for the table 
to be spread and than a lino 
formed in the dining room. Urn 1 
Urn 1 Everything tastod so good 1 
Wo know we have said that before, 
but it really deserves repeating. 

After the scramble of cleaning 
up the kitchen and putting away 
dishes, we wore ready for the 
evening’s entertainment, 

Ray Catozzi showed movies 
of two cartoons and one reel of 
Ice Follies. Those were enjoyed 
especially by the youngsters. The 
oldsters also got some chuckles, 
Emil Bocelli showed some very 
good slides of the Mt, Mansfield 
area, Janet Martin had some 
interesting shots of New Hamshirc 
and Vermont that were enjoyed. 


BLUE RIDGE 

b y 

Edith V. Ewald 

What happened to members of 
The Green Lountain Club on the 
Blue Ridge Hike, Sunday, Nov.l6? 
The Perkins 1 camp gave us a 
friendly welcome as Craigue had 
spent the night and had every- 
thing in fine oraer. We left 
camp about 10:30, and for the 
five of us, (Barbara Allard, 

Janet martin, Vera ana Craigue 
Perkins, and Edith Ewald) who 
made it to the top the trip was 
worthwhile. Deer tracks, the 
Cascaaes and other animal tracks 
along the way acdea to our en- 
joyment. We found some snow but 
the going was not bad.' The view 
from the top was well worthwhile 
and very unusual because of cloud 
formations. At intervals we were 
enveloped in a light cloud which 
soon passed, then bright sun 
again. If you would like to un- 
derstand how the Pico Ski Trails 
are laid out there is no better 
place to observe than blue Ridge. 

It was nice to return to 
camp and find hot coffee awaiting 
us, as we had not carried lunch 
with us. Mary rerkins had kept 
the home fires burning. I earl 
Nichols and The Bennett Bells and 
their three children had joined 
her after church so in all we 
were a party of twelve who left 
for home about Ij. P.h, It was a 
nice day, an excellent hike and 
we are eternally grateful to the 
Perkins for their hospitality. 

WELL DOME, BILL ALLARD 

Bill Allard will begin his 
studies in the I.edical College at 
U.V.h. next fall having been ac- 
cepted for admission at the end 
of his third year at the Univer- 
sity. Congratulations, Bill. 


Mr. and Lrs . .jilbur Bradder 
are vacationing in Florida. 


f ABOUT FOLKS WE'D LIKE TO KNOW 

Wo wrote Clara Ekwall of 
East Arlington asking her to toll 
us something about herself for 
the column this month. Incident- 
ally, we learned that Clara is 
’Mrs.. ' and here we 've been ad- 
dressing her as 'Miss ' for some 
timeJ Clara wrote. 

'I joined GMC in the spring 
of 1949 while I was a Junior at 
Castleton Teachers College. 

Since then I have hiked with 
you only twice - to Little Rock 
Pond both times, 

I have always loved the 
out-of-doors, therefore, I think 
it is wonderful that there is a 
group of people that work to- 
gether to keep up a trail and 
lodgings for the use of all 
nature-lovers . 

During the summer of 1950 
I hiked with another of your 
members, Edith Ewald, and 
Carolyn McClosky another student 
at Castleton. tile travelled from 
Manchester to Stratton lend and 
then to East Arlington. We 
took that distance in tliree days. 
This was a slow speed but it en- 
abled us to really enjoy our 
surroundings. The Swamp Pinks 
were in full bloom, nearly era- 
circling Stratton Pond, so you 
can imagine how very beautiful 
ana untamed this spot seemed to 
us ; 

I am now a housewife living 
three miles from the center of 
Arlington at the foot of Red 
Mountain (belonging to the Tac- 
onic Range). My husband and I 
have found that on this mountain 
there are also many fine places 
to hike. 

I agree with Miss Helen 
Frink. I think the out-of-town 
members would enjoy hearing 
from the Rutland members. ' 

( Looks like maybe we started 
something with this idea.' Thank 
you for your interesting letter 
Clara Ekwall.- Ed.) 


ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 


Jack Kart in sends best wish- 
es for Christmas to the Killing- 
ton Section from Gmund, Germany 
where he is serving with the 108th 
Field Artillery of the 28th Div. 
he reports the town lies between 
low mountains ''(hills 1 )*' anda 
river. It is an old walled city 
of which two of the watch towers 
and some of the walls still show. 
Recently he went to Munich for a 
week's lectures for new officers 
in Europe and reported icy roads 
much like home. While in Munich 
they visited several historic 
spots such as the ancient home of 
the Bavarian kings. The men of 
the 103th are celebrating Christ- 
mas by giving a party for a Ger- 
man orphanage. 

Joe Valiquettc has enlisted 
in the Wavy and is now training 
at Bainbriage, Maryland. 

ANOTHER CAMPING TRIP 

During the week of Oct. 1st, 
Mary Jennings, ''T 1 ' Valiquette and 
Mary and Vera Perkins enjoyed a 
fall camping trip for the Lj.th con- 
secutive year. Having visited 
most of the Vermont State Parks 
which offer camping facilities, 
we deciacd to venture into ^ew 
Hampshire and selected White Lake 
Park as our destination. 

This pork proved to have a 
fine camping area in a lovely 
pine grove. The Lake was no'whcre 
in sight but exploration the next 
day discovered it just over the 
hill. It is an interesting small 
lake with an excellent beach and 
Kt. Choc our a showing in the back- ; 
ground on the far side. 

The trip had been extended 
this year to give us two full days ! 
in camp, i.t first the time was 
passed in the usual camping activ- 
ities; short hikes, boating, 
eating and its atteneant house- 


keeping - and of course the eve- 
ning Canasta games. Late after- 
noon of the sec one d.iy brought an 
innovation - R.ilN. .jo had often 
wondered how we'd manage in case 
of rain - we founa out.' 

Mary J. and "T 1 ' won luurels 
by achieving a ham and baked po- 
tato supper over an open fire in 
spite of rain. This was accom- 
plished by aashing back ana forth 
from the tent to the fire at 
stragctic intervals. Fortunately 
we had the Perkins ' umbrella tent 
this year so had a dry place to 
eat and spend the evening. 

The Canasta, game continued 
through the thunderstorm and down 
pour while outside in our fire- 
place the fire blazed merrily. 
(The Park supervisors had gen- 
erously brought us a truckload 
each of slabs and excellent larg- 
er WOOG.) 

.Joout midnight the rain stop 
ped and the moon carao out, wo 
stirred up the fire, had our 
'nightcap ' of Nestles and went 
to bed thinking the rain was over 
Not so, we heara it on the tents 
again before we wont to sleep and 
it was still raining when wo 
awoke in the morning . 

There was just too much water 
everywhere to even try to make 
breakfast so we drove to the near 
ost little town for our morning 
coffee. We then had the task of 
breaking camp in the rain. This 
was a messy job but had the ad- 
vantage of novelty and x^asn't 
really as baa as we had expected. 
Wo changed into dry clothing in 
the -washroom before driving home 
and suffered no ill effects from 
our 'dampening off'. 

4 ic all had a grand time and 
proved to our satisfaction tliat 
given the right company, equip- 
ment, and point of view, camping 
is fun - rain or shine. 

(This report comes to you 
late as this is the first issue 
we have had room for it. --E g.) 


. G*!'.C, COOPERATION COMMITTEE 
AT WORK 

Although vandalism is loss 
frequent than it used to he, there 
is still far too much r 1 suso of 
the Club >s Trails and Camps. A 
small amount of the trouble is 
caused by down-* right viciousness 
that should lead to punishment of 
the offenders. Host of our dif- 
ficulties are caused either by 
carelessness or ignorance of 
Trail etiquette or Camp customs. 
Such things can bo corrected. 

Last January the Killington 
Section got beyond the talking 
stage and passed a resolution 
calling on the Club to take some 
action leading to closer contacts 
with the summer camps and other 
groups who arc using our facil- 
ities more and more each year. 

The matter was discussed at the 
Annual Meeting but no effective 
action was taken until the Trus- 
tees met in October. Prod Field 
and Craiguo Perkins were author- 
ized to offer cooperation with 
other Clubs with interests sim- 
ilar to those of The Green Moun- 
tain Club, 

The first groups to be con- 
tacted by the Committee will bo 
the Outing Clubs of Vermont 
Colleges, Normal Schools, and 
Junior Colleges. The next stop 
will be to got in touch with the 
Summer Camps, and later perhaps 
with the High School Outing Clubs, 
Boy and Girl Scouts, Pish and Game ' 
Clubs, and Nature Clubs, 

It is planned to explain 
to these groups the organization 
and program of The Green Mountain 
Club and to suggest the inter- 
change of publications. The use 
of the Slide Collection will be 
offered, and where practicable 
a visit to the group may be made 
to give a talk x>rith the slides 
or to discuss Trail equipment, 
and clothing. Trail cooking, etc. 

In this way it is hoped 
that theso people may be made to 
realize the expense and labor 


necessary to build and maintain 
our Trails and Camps, and so bo 
more disposed to use them properly. 
Another possible result of 
those activities may bo a greater 
interest in local trails and 
mountains. It would bo a fine 
thing if old trails could be 
reopened on the Worcester Range, 
the Northficld Mountains, Dorset 
Peak and dozens of others. Just 
recently the Castlcton Historical 
Society has cleared the old trail 
up Bird Mountain in Ira. A little 
encouragement and help from The 
Green Mountain Club might lead 
| to considerable development 
j along this lino, 

| SPRING LAKE CAMP REPAIRS 

Emil Bocelli, Carl Newhall, 
and Craiguo Phrkins visited 
Spring Lake Camp on Saturday, 
November 29th to got it in shapo 
; for winter, A young man from 
Wallingford was staying there 
for the week-end so ho pitched 
in and helped. 

The first job was setting 
six lights of glass. It was too 
cold to work on them in place so 
the sash were brought in by that 
good old stove. 

Then the doors had to be 
closed for winter. All the 
necessary special boards etc, 
were found and nailed in place 
so that the Summer Open Shelter 
be ecu ', ic a Winter Closed Camp, 

One door was loft so that it 
can be opened for winter use, 

A good swoep-up and the Camp 
looked like new. 

Miss Anna Borg visited us 
briefly around noon on a trip 
i over the Trail to the Gorge, 


As this is being written, 

! it looks as if snow shoes, skiis, 
and a White Christmas may bp on 
! the program for December 25> 1952. 
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AlfiTUAL LEKTIKG 

The Annual Lee ting of the 
Killington Section Gl'.C ..ill be 
held on Saturuay, January 2lj.th, 
at 7 i 30 I.L., at the Green Lt. 
Av.ning Co., headquarters, 93 
Killington uvc. 

The entertainment program 
promises to do especially en- 
joyable. Carl i^ewhall 3r., will 
be with us and will show slices 
taken on his recent trip across 
the country. .i c had an excell- 
ent sample of i.r. l.'ewhall’s 
photography at last year’s meet- 
ing and can promise that this 
program will be a treat. 

There will be the usual 
business meeting at which time 
we will have reports on the Sec- 
tion’s activities curing the past 
year anc the election of oi fleers 
for the coming 7/ear. n nomina- 
ting committee consisting of 
free Field, Ch., Craigue a erkins 
and heroic Valiquette has been 
appointee. This meeting is also 
the time for suggestions ana c.is- 
cussion of plans for the coming 
year. It is a much usee, saying 
that nothing can stand still - 
wc either go forward or slip back. 
vVe have no intention of lotting ■ 
Killington Section ’slip back’ 
so be thinking; of what we should 
be planning and doing to make 
sure we progress forward . 

The innovation last year of 
serving coffee and doughnuts 
proved so popular that it will be 
repeated this -ear. A committee 


will bo appointed to arrange for 
this, (br iii; , ~your own cup, please) 
This meeting is an important 
I Club activity in which everyone 
' can participate. Show -'/our in- 
terest in >. C ant. the Killington 
I .section c~ joining us there. 


rnOTOGodix .i! CGr. a h-5T 

i 

The jrhotograohy Contest 
! will be held at the manual meet- 
ing as usual. 

This year, Janice Catozr.i, 
chairman, has requested that all 
members who wish to participate 
1 will please got slices or snap- 
; shots to her a few days before 
j the meeting. I lease tahe note 
of this change in oroceedure. 

Janice has erawn up the 
following regulations which will 
; guic.e you in selecting the pic- 
I tures to submit. 

1. Only pic tures taken in 
1932 ore oligiolc. 

2. Pictures must have boon 
taken on The Long Trail or on 

! a Killington jcction hike, 
j 3* Pictures will bo judged 

on photographic merit. 

1 

Look over 7 our slices and 
snapshots and select some to 
enter in the Contest. The more 
j pictures entered the more inter- 
esting it .jill 00 ■ 

j Janice would also like prints 

of pictures taken on Outings for 
the beet ion's alb urn . 


COKING EVENTS 


COKING EVENTS 


Time - Sunday, January 18th 
Place - Clarendon Lodge 

This is our first regular 
scheduled outing at our now de- 
luxe, Clarendon Lodge. If you 
didn’t get to the 'house-warming* 
which we had there in the fall, ! 
curiosity should urge you to get 
to see this much talked of place. 
Those who have already seen it 
will surely bo anxious to go back 
and enjoy a winter day there — 
so- -it seems as if there should 
be a record attendance on this one,] 

As most of you know it is a 
short and easy trip into Clarendon j 
Lodge, either by way of the old 
road or via The Long Trail from 
highway Route 103 • Once there 
the surroundings are perfect if 
you want a lazy, relaxing day, or j 
there is ample opportunity for 
further snow-shoeing and s’ iing 
if you are in an ambitious mood. 

The trip is short enough so that 
those who do not wish to start 
until noon or after may still ar- 
rive in time to enjoy the outing 
with the group. All in all it 
seems to be a perfect sot-up for 
an outing which will appeal to 
everyone , 


Time - Saturday, January 31 st 

Supper and ovoining hike 
out , 

Place - Tucker Lodge 

This one was scheduled with 
due regard for the phases of the 
moon and if we make the proper 
arrangements with Mr, Kirk for 
fine weather we should be able 
to enjoy a moonlight hike out. 

Wo can remember several cozy, 
winter evenings at Tucker after 
a steak supper and there *s noth- 
ing better. (Wo don*t insist on 
the steak, hamburg or hot dogs 
will do just as well.) Warmth, 
food, snow, moonlight, and con- 
genial company - what more could 
you ask for? Don*t miss it. 


Time - Sunday February 15th 
Place - ? ? ? ? 

We can't give you details 
now on this as it will be the first 
on the now schedule, but save the 
dato. 

The Outing Chairman for this 
year will bo appointed after the 
Annual Mooting and the new sched- 
ules will be made up in. time to 
go out with your February SMOKE 
AND BLAZES. 

Now is the time to got in 
your suggestions for Outings 
you'd like to have included. 

Give your Suggestions to the pre- 
sent Outing Chairman and she will 
pass them on* 


LOOKING BACK OVER THE YEARS 

It is a rainy Sunday afternoon 
and the soft, fluffy snow of last 
week is turning into a dreary 
looking black slush on our streets. 

It is a good afternoon to stay 
inside and look back over the years 
to pleasant GMC hikes. So with 
this in mind we turn the pages of 
the old Outing Hike books and they 
bring back memories of places and 
people. The places are still with 
us. Wo visit them quite frequently. 
The people - some of them have 
been missing for a long time. Of 
course some of the youngsters of 
yester-year have moved away, married 
and have children. Others arc away 
at various colleges. We miss them 
and hope some day they may come back 
and enjoy The Green Mountains again. 

Then there ai’c the old timers, 
not in years, but in loyalty and 
regard for GMC, who have been ab- 
sent for some time. Wo wonder, have 
they been so burdened with the cares 
of this tired world that they haven't 
time to relax ? If so, lot us 
suggest there is no better tonic for 
frayed nerves and tired bodies than 
a trip to the top of a lofty peak 
or a tramp through the woods on 
The Trail, 


SPRING LAKE IN WINTER 


After the excitement of the 
Christmas holidays, the culmina- 
tion of the wedding plans into 
reality, the end of the family 
parties, and finally when all 
"good byes” were said, we took to 
the woods. 

It was a clear, crisp, sunny 
day with the air invigorating 
enough to be breathed in deep, 
and relished like nourishing 
food. The birches and the ever- 
greens dressed in snow trimmed 
gowns stood tall and stately on 
a pure white carpet against a 
curtain of deep blue. This was 
the scene we looked on as we 
hiked up the road to the Spring 
Lake Camp. 

When we left the road and 
turned into the field that leads 
to the old wood road, we put on 
our snow shoes. Carl, Maxine, 
and Emil were in the lead with 
Carl breaking trail for a while 
and then Maxine taking a turn. 

This little exertion should have 
been appreciated by the rest of 
the party and no doubt was. 

Not a sound but our own 
voices, not a track but our own, toj 
break the spell of quiet and 
alonenoss 1 Then at the last 
turn in the trail just before we 
came to the Camp a view of snow 
covered fields and villages that 
reaches to the Tachonics unfold- 
ed before us and brought forth 
exclamations of delight. 

With many folks to help it 
wasn*t long before a fire burned 
hotter than hot in the "Valqucttc 
Special" and lunches were taken 
from packs and heated, fried, 
and boiled. 

With twenty hungary hikers 
eating and talking there was 
little left of the quietness of 
the woods, but it was good to 
have the companionship of our 
hiking friends and to enjoy with 
them the give and take of con- 
versation* Wo talked of coming 
Club events, the best equipment 

i 


and food to carry on the trail etc. 
It is at times like this when 
i ideas are formed and sometimes 
worked into projects. We all 
agreed (of course we arc somovjhat 
prejudiced) that the Spring Lake 
Camp site is one of the most 
! beautiful on 'The Trail and that 
j Spring Lake Camp is rather special. 
Then the idea came forth - "How to 
make it better." It was suggested 
I that perhaps wo could at some 

future date line the inside walls 
with wall board. Well, there *s 
the idea, anyway . 

It was dark when wo reached 
the cars. As wo drove home we 
had that comfortable feeling that 
comes after a day in the woods . 


ABOUT POLKS WE KNOW 

We were sorry to hear that 
Joe Valiquotto has been ill with 
scarlet fever at his base in 
Bainbridge, Maryland. Joe was one 
of ten men picked from his company 
to be in the inaugural parade. Wc 
hope he recovers in time to make it. 


Betty Ball spent the Christmas 
holidays in Florida visiting 
relatives , 


Bob, Thelma, David, and Anno 
Perkins visited Vermont for the 
holidays. While here, Bob and 
Thelma got in a few hikes; one 
to the new Clarendon Lodge, and 
one to Tucker. Their trip from 
and back to Ypsilanti, Michagan 
was made by car in about seventeen 
hours each way. 


Janet Martin expects to sail 
for Germany January 22 nd to be 
with her husband Lt, John Martin 
who is stationed in Gmund, Germany, 


Your editors expect to take a 
camping trip this week and hope to 
be snow bound in Mendon a few days. 


VHiil id I'D 0? A TREE IS TDiJI? 

Looking through a hand-book 
on Trees which v;e receivce for 
Christmas, we were impressed 
with how much we cidn’t know.’ 
ulong with this we recalled many 
discussions we 'd heard x^hilo on 
hikes which went something like 
this - | 

"Is that a spruce treei" 

"ao, I think it's a balsam. 11 
"I thought balsam ne sales 
were light unaerneath. *' 

"well, I aon't know. Coula 
it be a hemlock? " - ana so on. 

We put these two thoughts 
together and aeciaea maybe a 
short article ight serve to help • 
us increase our knowledge and 
also inspire further stuay for 
everyone . 

Trees are a big subject so 
we are limiting our stuay this 
time to a "few of the conifers - 
that is trees with needle-like 
or scaly leaves, winter is as 
good a time as ary to start this 
stuay. Among the conifers in 
our locality are several varie- 
ties of spruce and pine, hemlock, 
balsam fir, and juniper. 

One characteristic which is 
helpful in distinguishing trees 
is their general appearance, we 
can learn to recognize many from 
their form and habit of growth, 
for example, spruce grow straight 
and tall, tapering up to a joint, 
and have drooping, horizontal 
branches, balsam fir is a cone- 
shaped tree whose branches tend 
to point upward rather than croop. 
Juniper is a short, clumpy, 
spreading tree. 

A nyone who has climbed kil- 
ling ton or any other fair-sized 
mountain ones not need to be 
remine.ee that environment often 
alters the form of trees so they 
are less easily recognized by the 
g ener al app e ar anc e . 

There are other more speci- 
fic characteristics which are 
helpful in identifying trees. 

The leaves (needles to us) of the 


conifers have their own distingu- 
ishing characteristics. 

i itch line has three needles 
in a cluster which stand, out at 
right angles to the twig. Red 
line needles are a dark, glossy 
green and come in pairs, while 
.hite fine has bluish green needles 
in clusters of y* It is interest- 
inking to know that the neecles 
stay on these trees for periods 
of from 2 to 5 years. 

Spruce needles are in close 
spirals ail arouno. the twig anc 
each noet ic is four a iced. _al- 
s am fir has white lines on the un- 
der sice of the noeeles. nemlock 
has short, flat needles on small 
stalks in two f lottenec rows - 
they are darker above and silver 
lined underneath. Tamaracks shed 
thoir leaves in winter. 

Cones contain the seed of 
this type of tree and these too 
differ. I itch and ..hite fine 
cones have a prickle on them, 
while Red line cones are unarmed. 
Spruce c ^nes are always hanging 
down, hemlock cones are smaller. 
Tamarack cones grow upright. 
Junipers have modified cones the 
scales of which join to form a 
bluish berr; which contains the 
seeds . 

Ooservation of differences 
in the bark of these trees is an- 
other help in knowing them but it 
is difficult to consider these 
differences without a sample or 
at lfc ; .st a photograph. 

Conifers have characteristic 
blossoms too. have you ever 
noticoc tnem? 

Why not choose a tree, visit 
it at least once a month and get 
to know it thoroughly, buc., leaves, 
flowers, fruit, seasonal color, 
twigs and bark. The uses of its 
wool is an interesting study too. 

Trees are all arounc. us in 
infinite variety. They will stand 
still .and let you look at them 
and it requires no expensive equip- 
ment to study them. This could 
well be an interesting and worth- 
while hobby. 
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PRESIDENT «S MESSAGE 

Killington Section, G.M.C. 
is about to launch upon another 
hiking season. During the past 
year I look upon the rebuilding 
of Clarendon Shelter as our 
greatest achievement which was 
accomplished largely through 
the efforts of Maxine and Carl 
Newhall. Clarendon Lodge can 
now be classed as one of the 
best lodges on The Long Trail, 

Our schedule of hikes for 
the past year was most interest- 
ing - thanks to the efforts of 
Vera Perkins - our Outing Chair- 
man, The schedule included hikes 
in other sections of the G.M.C. 
as well as in our own "hunting 
ground." They wore all well 
attended and enjoyed. 

The trail situation in our 
section is good - thanks to our 
Trails Chairman- Craigue Perkins, 
Of course this is a perennial 
problem and the condition of the 
trail quickly changes. The 
ravages of winter will again 
face us this spring. 

Each year presents new 
problems, but somehow or other, 
they arc solved through the co- 
operation and suggestions of the 
members. Most of the problems 
are solved by hard work alone - 
and as the saying &oos, "Many 
hands make light work. " I do 
hope that the ensuing year will 
prove as profitable and interest- 
ing as the past, 

George Conlon, President, 


REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

] 

‘ The annual meeting of the 
Killington Section of the G.M.C. 
was held January 2l|th at the 
workshop of the Green Mountain 
j Awning Co. on Killington Avenue 
in Rutland, Vermont, 

The following name 3 for 
officers were submitted by Fred 
Field, chairman of the nominating 
committee: President, George 
Conlon; Vice President, Charlotte 
Rutkowski; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Eleanor Walker. They were 
unanimously elected. 

The finances of the Section 
as reported by Eleanor Walker, 
Treasurer, arc in very good con- 
dition. 

The various committees 
reported an active year that 
showed progress in work and 
activities. Membership has re- 
mained about the same for the 
past few years. Ninty-six was 
the total for 1952, 

A complete report from the 
Shelters Committee has been 
printed in THE LONG TRAIL NEWS 
so it is not repeated here. 

After the business meeting 
Carl Newhall Sr, showed some 
interesting slides of a trip he 
took this past summer to the 
West coast. The shots of Grand 
Canyon, Bryce Canyon, and the 
Yosomite Valley were outstanding 
pictures that showed groat 
photographic skill. 

Maude Canty and Ruth Fostman 
j served refreshments. 


TREASURER'S REPORT 
January 1, 1953 I 

i 

RECEIPTS 

Cash on hand Jan. 1,1952 ^696*35 
Rec 'd from dues 150.50 

Interest on money in bank 6.78 
Rec 'd from Card Party 51.20 

Rec 'd from sale doughnuts 

at Annual Meeting 1.65 

Rec »d from sale of food at 

Winter ueek-end 1|.00 

Refund from Main Club for 

1951 Intersec. exp. 3*12 
Rec ‘d from Sugar Party II;. 19 

Rec 'd from sale of Emblems 

and Guide Books 6.00 

Rec 'd from sale of Porcu- 
pine ears ,1;0 

Surplus from Ea. Clarendon 

spaghetti supper 3.85 

Rec 'd from Rummage Sale 97.87 

Donation from ir*. J .0 . 

Wiley to.;ard construc- 
tion of Clarendon Lodge250 . 00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 012B5T9T 

DISBURSE1TENTS 


Trails a. Shelters - Exp. 


of committee 

S 21.60 

Cost of building 

Clarendon Lodge 

39&.41l 

Cost of repairing Pico 

Shelter 

i23.ll 

Outing Committee exp. 

21.01 

Prizes for Photography 

Contest 

0 

0 

• 

try 

To Novak Printing Co. 

for 

membership cards 

5.25 

To Fred Field Ins. Co. 

for 


insurance on Spring Lake 
Camp 6c Clarendon Lodge 20.39 
"Smoke L Blazes expenses 

for year 1952 39.83 

Postage 2.96 

Dues to Lain Club - 1952 31-20 

TOTAL DISBURSE!' TENTS $663.79 


BALANCE 

Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1953 §6&2.12 


Total cost of building 

Clarendon Lodge »393- Vl 

Donation from Lr. wiley 250 .00 
Actual cost to Club i$lI;3.'Pf 


COKING EVENTS 
WINTER WEEK-END 

Time - Sunday, Feruary 22nd k 
Monday, February 23rd 

Place - Perkins ' Camp, Hendon 
With the holiday coming just 
right for it, we decided to try a 
Sunday-Monday combination for the 
annual Winter Week-end. 

As in previous years, meals 
for this outing (Sunday dinner k 
supper and Monday breakfast k 
dinner) will be planned for by 
the chairman. Meals will be ser- 
ved family style - the work being 
done cooperatively by those attend- 
ing. A nominal charge per meal 
will be made to cover the cost of 
food. 

Craigue plans to be at camp 
from Saturday A.L. on, and says 
anyone wishing to go up Saturday 
is welcome. Those going Satur- 
aay s Louie, take food for their 

o 

own meals until the group ser- 
vice begins Sunday noon. 

Each one is asked to bring 
cup, knife, fork, and spoon. 

Those staying over night should 
be sure to bring their own sleep- 
ing bags or blankets. 

In order to plan efficiently 
it is necessary to have a fairly 
accurate count as to how many 
are to be present for each meal. 
So-- PLEASE LAKE RESERVATIONS 
BY FRIDAY NOON, FEB. 21st 
with Vera Perkins (Tel .1910 ) 
This is one of the events 
we look forward to each year. 

The best snow of the season has 
been saved for this weekend (we 
hope) so bring your snowshocs 
and/or skiis and come along. 

You ' 11 have fun . 


Time - Sunday, Larch 8th 
Place - Clement Shelter 

This is a place we haven't 
visited in a long time. There 
is a good chance for the arnbi- .. 
tious to get in a good day's 
hiking from here. For those who 
prefer to relax this is a good 
spot for that activity also. 


CLARENDON LODGE - JANUARY 8 

by | 

Diane. Conlon 

This trip was scheduled for 
Sunday, but six of us decided to 
see how Clarendon would be for 
a winter overnight and hiked in 
Saturday - and permit me to add 
that an overnight would not be 
complete without our reconnai- 
sance man, wood chopper and fire 
builder - Craigue Perkins, of 
course. We certainly were happy 
to find a nice warm camp to wel- 
come us and soon settled down to 
relaxing and enjoying Clarendon 
Lodge . 

Our trip in was made without 
snow-shoes, over hard, crusty, 
snow. During the night, however, 
we had a fresh snowfall which 
turned to rain and sleet. It was 
a sure test of the snugness and 
warmth (no leaks, no drafts) of 
Clarendon Lodge. We were all 
very enthusiastic and completely 
unanimous in our approval of this 
shelter for a winter overnight. 
Listening to the rain, wind, and 
sleet outside seemed to make us 
all the more cozy inside. We 
didn’t even care if we did get 
marooned or snowed in. 

Sunday morning the early 
bird's breakfasts soon aroused 
the sleepy ones. What can com- 
pare with the aroma of coffee, 
bacon and eggs on a wintry morn- 
ing in car.:p? 

After breakfast we had to 
abandon a hike up the mountain 
because, with every step, we broke 
through the crust of snow. In- 
stead we turned our energy to- 
wards sculpturing a snow "lady", 
(the boys went to town on that 
project.' ) 

The day was overcast and 
threatening rain so we were a 
little dubious as to whether any- 
one would hike in. But we ought 
ta have known better than that. 
Soon the first group of hikers 
arrived led by Barbara Allard 
and Lartha Hakin , and suprisc 


to all, our official final count 
was 17, which speaks well for 
Clarendon. We certainly are 
fortunate to have had Carl and 
Laxine Newhall on that project. 
Their finished job (construction 
of a new shelter) after hours of 
hard work (over 300 in all) is 
something to be more than proud 
of and I know we will all spend 
many enjoyable hours at Clarendon, 
thanks to the Net .'halls . 

3oo you all at Clarendon 
again, soon I hope. 

IT ’S A SHALL WORLD 

On the Uss America en route 
to join Jack in Germany, Janet 
Martin met up with a life member 
of G.M.C # , - Mrs. Charles Eayley 
of Newbury, Vt. Mrs. Bayley is 
one of the people who made a 
gift in the early days of. .The 
Long Trail Louge. This was for 
a cabin at the Lodge as a’'mem- 
orial to her husband. Janet wrote 
that about the last thing ahe ex- 
pected on her trip was to meet a 
GMCer . 


1953 MSI.3ERSIIIP LIST 


Barbara Allard 
Judy Allard 
Wm, Allard 
Helen Bailey 
Betty Ball 
Bennett Bell 
Lucy Bishop 
Emile Boselli 
Maude Canty 
Geo. Conlon 
Diana Conlon 
Mrs. Davis Eaton 
Katherine Eaton 
Stephen Eaton 
Hilma Erickson 
Sally Edmunds 
Rosalie Falls 
Ruth Bostman 
Martha Hakin 
Halter Hakin 
Daniel Jennings 
Mary Jennings 
Michael Jennings 
George Kirk 


Rodcfy Knipes 
Veda Knipes 
Ruth LaBrakc 
Jack Martin 
Janet Martin 
Carl Newhall Sr. 
Carl Newhall Jr, 
Maxine Newhall 
Pearl Nichols 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Betsy Ravit 
Ga? y Taylor 
Francis Rice 
Joan Tomas i 
John Tomas i 
Jane Sab our in 
Charles Sabourin 
Harold Valiquette 
Joseph Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
Eleanor Walker 
Carlton Wilson 


SUPPER HIKE TO TUCKER LODGE 

by 

Maxine Newhall 

This event did nothing to 
dim our reputation as an eating 
club. Emphasis was laid on the 
supper, since nothing could be 
done to insure favorable weather 
and moonlight for hiking out to 
the road, and the annual Cleanup 
at Tucker was in capable hands 
anyway. 

But we had neglected to 
take The Stove into our confid- 
ence, As it was, The Stove 
sulked. It didn*t wait till 
Saturday, it began Friday after- 
noon. Craig^ie Perkins and Billy 
Allard started to reason with it 
soon after noon, and at intervals 
fed it with kindness and wood. 

In the alternate intervals, they 
fled weeping to chop more wood. 

Their supper was warmed as 
much by their appetite as any- 
thing, By the time the Ncwhalls 
arrived, after dark, the smoke 
had subsided but there was still 
frost thick on the windows-. Co- 
ersion was added to kindness, 
and The Stove burned a little 
butter, but only a little. 

Saturday morning was devoted 
to replacing broken windows, 
chopping wood, and cleaning up. 
The Lodge was quite presentable 
to begin with, and this annual 
chore was not as difficult as it 
has been in other years. 

People arrived at intervals 
from three o* clock on, and small 
parties took exploring hikes 
hither and yon, as long as the 
light lasted. Wc had just 
settled down to the business of 
supper, and The Stove was snuffl- 
ing and belching gloomily, when 
unexpected reinforcements appear- 
ed, Five skiers from various 
sections of How York came in 
with full packs, after what 
seemed like miles of cross-coun- 
try touring. They had skied in 
from the Pass to spend the night 
... and apparently had come 


1 * 

'round the Circle Trail from the 
j other side of Doer Leap. They 
were welcomed appropriately, and 
given explicit directions for 
getting out to the road without 
retracing "the longest 2 3/I4. 
miles in the world." 

The younger generation is 
getting out in full force. Jimmy 
Catozzi arrived in a basket for 
his first hike, and refused any 
comment. Both Tommy and Peter 
Field were present, and their 
entire concern was that Father 
seemed to be quite slow about 
cooking hot dogs. On the whole, 
they seemed to bo quite happy 
about such odd goings-on. 

But the hike out, bymoon- 
light. .. that is another story. 
Do^lbtlcss there have been darker 
nights. It would be hard to say, 
except that on that Saturday night 
you could see absolutely nothing. 
And the wind blew in hot gusts. 

And it rained spasmodically, A 
more complete reversal of our 
fond hopes could not have been 
achieved. 

Beit dit that matter ? After 
all, wc wont in for supper 1 


COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 


At a board mooting held at 
the home of the president, George 
Conlon, the following committee 
chairman were appointed: 

WINTER WEEK-END Vera Perkins 
Sugar Party Ray Catozzi 

Card Party (tentative date 

April 1 5 ) Jan Catozzi 
Standing Committee Chairman: 
Shelters Carl Ncwhall 

Trails Craiguc Perkins 

Photography Janice Catozzi 

Outing Vera Perkins 


NOTICE 


Now schedules of Outings 
are enclosed with this issue. 


Charlotte Rutkowski is vaca- 
tioning in Florida 



SUGAR PARTY - I7EXT EVERT 

The annual Sugar Party \;111 
be held Sunday evening. Larch 
29th - yes, \iie raean Sunday - at 
the Deermont Grange Hall in 
Mendon, beginning at 6 P.L. 

Finding a place for the 
Sugar Party presented quite a 
problem when it was learned that, 
due to lack of help and the 
resulting pressure of work, hr, 
and Lrs. Smith were unable to 
have us come to Camp Sangamon 
this year. J#e shall miss our 
visit there which has always been 
greatly enjoyed, but Ray Catozzi, j 
chairman for the event seems to 
have found a good 'next best ' 
solution. It was necessary to 
change the date to Sunday to avoid i 
conflict with other uses of the 
hall, but except for this change 
the party will go on much as us- 
ual. The customary sugar-on- 
snow, pickles, doughnuts, and 
coffee will be served at six 
o'clock by Ray and his assistants, ! 
and there will be an opportunity 
for square dancing afterward . 

A charge sufficient to cover ex- 
penses will be made. 

If the weather is fine some 
of you might like to plan to do 
some hiking in the vicinity dur- 
ing the afternoon. Ray says it 
will be quite alright for you to 
bring along some lunch to supple- 
ment the sugar -on- snow if you 
feel you will need a more sub- 
stantial supper after hiking. 

(we 've known this to be done even 
when people didn't hike.') 

Let's all join in for the 
usual Sugar Party good time. 

i 


GiiC AhlhJAL I EETII7G DaTE 
JURE 6th 


Please note this is a week 
later than usual as memorial Day 
comes on Saturday this year. 


CaRD irivRTY - FRIDAY, ArRIL l?th 

Definite plans are underway 
for the Card Party to be held at 
the home of Vera ierkins on Fri- 
day evening, iipril 17th at 8 P.L. 

Chairman, Janice Catozzi, 
held a committee meeting recently 
to start the ball rolling, ^er 
committee consists of Diana Con- 
Ion, Jean ..hit comb , P.arjorie 
Allard, "T“ Valiquette, Eleanor 
walker and Vera Perkins . (Don't 
worry fellows, t ou 're not being 
overlooked - there 's that little 
matter of trucking chairs and 
tables that 's being saved for 
vour attention.) 

As the date draw-3 near, one 
of the committee will call each 
of you so be thinking how many 
people you can corral to make up 
tables. You lixr play ang game 
you prefer from Tiedle-winks to 
Contract - including Canasta, Samba, 
and Scrambles. The charge will 
be 50 cents per person and there 
will be prizes and refreshments. 

The Card Party and Rummage 
Sale are our two money making 
activities during the year. There 
are many things wo would like to 
do to improve our trails and 
shelters. If we all get together 
and support the Card Party it 
will add a substantial sum to 
our treasury. Inc idcntally,we 
guarontee you a good time. 
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GOVERNOR CLEMENT HIKE 

by 

Helen Bailey 

On Sunday March 8,nine rugged 
mountaineers and one dog set out ; 
via heated auto to "hikeP to Gov- j 
ernor Clement shelter in Nd*rtham, 
About mile from the camp cars 
were abandoned and the party, e- 
quipped with motor robes, proceed- 
ed on foot up an excellent, if 
somewhat icy, logging road. 

Upon airival all hands fell to 
and collected a choice assortment 
of firewood. Many have said, in 
scorn of fireplaces, that they 
roast the front while the back 
congeals. This handicap has been 
overcome at Govern©!* Clement by 
placing a Valiquetto stove di- 
rectly opposite the fireplace. 
However, no provision has so fdr 
been made for warming the left 
side, which was whipped by icy j 
blasts, causing some of the mem- 
bers to pitch their camp out of 
doors on the sunny side of the 
shelter. 

The principal topics of con- 
versation were: 

(a) the relocation of the table 
and sleeping area 

(b) where one might sit with 
propriety and not infringe upon j 
the rights of others 

(c) whether certain members had 
provided themselves with an ade- ; 
quate and balanced lunch 

(d) why smoke came out of the 
chimney when there was no fire 
in the stove. 

After eating, most of th ps*r - 
ty took a walk of about 2 t. «. 
up the road to the Congdon lum- 
ber camp.En route bird calls were 
imitated, but with no great re- 
sponse. Many tracks wore inspect- 
ed and there was much speculation 
sos to whether certain ones wore 
house cat, bobcat, or Vermont pan- 
ther. The greatest mystery was 
what happened to Craiguo's tracks 
vjfoich apparently disappeared en- 
tirely in a matter of minutes. 

The party broke up early due 


to the aforementioned wind which 
made an otherwise perfect March 
day something less than comfort- 
able. Three members followed' the 
Long Trail a ghort distance, but 
found the going too bad and re- 
turned to the road, where they 
were picked up by one of the cars", 

NEW STaFF i .EMBER 

With this issue l.arjorio 
..Hard is joining our 31 .OILS, .RID 
BLAZES staff. At present she 
will have charge of seeing that 
each outing is written up and made 
ready for mimeographing. 

A long time, loyal member of 
Killington Section, Marjorie is a 
graduate of U.V.L. and is teaching 
Homo Economics at .jcs t Rutlan High 
School. Wc are very pleased to 
have her assistance. 

nmn - ~r rr— • -"i 

iJ 

Charlotte Autkowski has re- 
turned from Florida with her usual 
fine tan and a diamond on the im- 
portant finger i 

The lucky man is Eugene 
Keenan, a native of Rutland, who 
graduated from the Univ. of K.II. 
in 1950. Mr, Keenan is at present 
’.forking for the Southeastern Forest 
Exp. Station of nshville, N.C., 
doing Forestry work over a territory 
of about I4.C miles around ..tlanta, Ga. 

lie arid Charlotte should have 
plenty of interests in common. 

Best wishes, Charlotte. 

COMING HIKE 

Time - Saturday, April 11th 
Place - Buffur.i Shelter 

The days arc getting long 
enough now to make an occasional 
Saturday afternoon hike possible. 
Buffum shelter is ideally located 
for such a trip. 

wc ’.fill leave from Keldon 
School at 2 i ,L. and will oat an 
early supper at Buffum. 


3 


WINTER WEEKEND 

by 

Betty Ball 

Crisp, sunny weather , crusted 
snow, plenty of hiking, good food, 
and Perkins hospitality- all com^ 
bined to make the winter weekend 
at Craigue 's ITendon camp a joy- 
ous and memorable occasion* 

Craigue went up Saturday mna- 
ing,so the house was warm when ' 
next morning's contingent arrived, 
laden with sleeping" bags and un- 
necessary snow shoe s. The warmth 
was good after the keen wind, but 
the sun soon drew most of the par- 
ty outdoors to the sheltering 
woods. 'The rarest bird of the 
weekend, a red crossbill, paused 
briefly overhead, responding to 
Betty Ball's Audobon bird call; 
The woods were almost porfect-Xor 
hiking; hard-crusted snow- with 
the occasional soft drifts into 
which one plunged knee-deep only 
adding to the fun. After visiting 
the pond the party returned to 
the house too greet the newcomers. 
The Bradders drove right up 
to the door, an example followed 
later by others. They had some 
excellent Kodachromes of Florida 
which they showed before dinner, 
16 enjoyed the excellent din- 
ner.\fera's meat loaf and apple pies 
were rated tops by all, 

TWo parties set otit in the after* 
noon, and covered several trails, 
while Barbie Allard and Martha’ 
Ihkins coasted cn the hilly fields. 
Th_ ere was only aie minor mis for- 
tune-’ Ruth Labrake fell into a 
brook, but it was near the housed 
and she was soon in dry clothes* 
Supper was highlighted by a 
birthday cake for Vera, made and 
brought in by Pearl Nichols, 

Evening diversions consisted 

of dozing, knit ting, and other ac- 
tive sports. Several hot canasta 
games were played, with Vera and 
Eleanor scoring an astounding 

[j-34 0 in cno hand. Craigue and Carl 
Newball did some clever rope and 
paper puzzles and tricks. 


11 stayed overnight.lt was 
; midnight before all retired to 
their cozy bunks, Maxine Nowhall, 
i being the lightest, drew the cot 
I most likely to fall down In the 
, night ,( Some advantages to being 
; p luma) It didn't collapse, though. 

' Monday proved another fine 
; day, even milder than Sunday, and 
with a less penetrating Wind. 
Betty* s before breakfast bird walk 
produced four redpolls, evidently 
attracted by the bird call, 
i After a prodigious breakfast 

when most of the people ate twice 
as much as they would at •■ •ome, 
and Gary Taylor three times as 
| nuc v as most ordinary people , the"' 
ambitious crowd sat around t^e 
■ stove discussing th e mou ntains 
| they would climb la ter. " hen Pearl 
arrived, the gro’ip,ledby Craigue, 
j started forth ago. in. Bird-walking 
! Betty added 6 grouse and 2 rod-' 

; breasted nuthatches to the list. 

13 enjoyed the baked bean 
dinner, and started on the last 
hike, this time on the Blue Ridge 
trail (marked by tin can lids). 

It led through beautiful ever- 
. green woods, and over bubbling 
| brooks. Punch Conlon got carried 
over in style, but everyone else 
had to do bis own scrambling; "A 
woods road was finally reached, 

I and it was decided to’ return on 
i this to the main road, and then 
i ride back. The hikers had beau- 
| tiful views of Pico, Millington, 

I and Blue kidge as they wont over 
: roads and fields, A'pileatod 
; woodpecker flew overload. The 
' Conlons walked back to camp, but 
the rest rode bade in st 3 hLe. 

The delicious supper consis- 
I tod of leftovers, except for the 
I date muffins provided by Diana. 

| Everyone dispersed sodn. after 
I supper, having voted the weekend 
the best ever. Many thanks to 
j Craigue and Mary for their hos- 
pitality, to Vera for her excel- 
lent food-planning, and to all 
who cooperated in ’making the 
weekend a success. 


HIKING VS. PISHING 

by 

Ruth LaBrake 

Shall I go hiking with the 
Green Mountain Club or shall I 
go fishing is always difficult 
for me to decide, but come May 
1st, fishing usually wins. 

On opening day of the 
trout season at 3 A.M, Rutland 
sounds as though it were being 
evacuated J We join up ^^rith 
the crowd early and journey to 
our favorite brook, having pack- 
ed our lunch and gotten our 
equipment ready the night be- 
fore, I always think the people 
who are still in bed miss the 
most beautiful part of the da^ . 

With great anticipation 
our fishing day begins and by 
the time daylight breaks over 
the hills we have arrived at 
our parking spot. The clear , 
tresh morning air, the song of 
a bird, the sunrise coming up 
over a hill, and the good smell 
of the damp woods arc all part 
of the joys of early morning 
fishing. 

We don hip boots, gather 
up our rods, reels, flics, and 
yes, even a can of the lowly 
garden worms - tuck a sandwich 
in our pocket, only to be for- 
gotten, and we are on our way- 
hiking. 

Wc have to cross the long 
fields or pastures, or climb 
dovrn. a steep bank to get to the 
cool mountain stream, or it 
might be a small stoncy brook 
or a placid flowing meadow 
river twisting and turning on 
its way. The familiar sights 
and sounds of the rushing waters 
roaring, tumbling, foaming, 
splashing over the rocks is 
music to our ears, 

Wc x^adc down or up stream 
and over the slippery rocks 
casting as we go along. Some- 
times we reach high falls or 
large rocks too difficult to 
pass so we roust detour through 
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the woods and return to the stream 
higher up. On this detour wild 
flowers, and often plenty of un- 
derbrush or swamp make the side 
trip interesting. 

When vie got back to the 
brook again we sit in the shade 
near a cool, deep, green pool or on 
a rock in the middle of the stream 
and drift out our lines. Our 
efforts arc rewarded by a M tug” at 
the line- a thrill experienced 
only by the fisherman’. A greater 
thrill is to see a 6 to 18 inch 
trout dangling on the end J ( I 
have so J ) 

The world and its troubles, 
even time are completely forgotten. 
Only too soon the shadows come 
creeping upon us and wc start for 
tho car before darkness overtakes 
us , 

Tho fishorman is a hiker I 
No other sport offers more fun 
or greater relaxation. 

Anilast but not least, the 
breakfast fit for a king, those 
fat, fresh beauties caught by 
yourself, (if you Do.) 

Try it. Go fishing. 


ADDITIONS TO 1953 MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
David Perkins 
Anne Perkins 
Lc one Sr.ii th 
James Hayward 
Charlotte Rutkowski 
If your 1953 dues have not 
been paid to date, please send 
; them to the treasurer. Hiss 
\ Eleanor Walker, 87 Baxter Street, 

I Rutland, Vermont. 

| If you have friends or 

, acquaintances who might be interested 
j in The Green Mountain Club, tell 
I them about the Killington Section 
' and invite them to join. 

Let us try to increase our 
| membership so that vie can be a 
strong link in a big chain, The 
Green Mountain Club, 
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REliEMBER THE CARD iARTY 
FRIDAY, aPRIL 17th - 8 P.L. 

_ 

COMING EVEHTS 

Time - Sunday, April 26 
Place - bird Lt, 

j 

It i3 a couple of years at 
least since wo have had this one 
on our schedule. Prohaps our ci> 
thus i asm for it was dampened by 
the pouring rain which accompani- 
ed the last trip there. Anyway we 
have now dric^ out sufficiently 
so wo 're ready to try it again. 

We understand that since wc 
were last there the. trail has 
been re-discovcrod and re-narl:ed 
by an interested group of Cas tic- 
ton people. It would be fine if 
some of them would como along 
with us on this trip. 

V/e will start from he ldo n 
School, leaving at 10 a.M. Don't 
forget that this will be the 
first morning of Daylight Saving 
Time. Better set your watches 
ahead Saturday night so you won't j 
be left behind. We shall be lcav- j 
ing on L.3.T. 

Time - Sunday, hay 10th 
Place - Clarendon Lodge - for 
Pancake Breakfast 

I 

For quite some time a lan- 
cake breakfast appeared on our 
schedule as regularly as the ..in- 
ter Weekend and the Coveroc. Dish 
Supper. They were fun too. Omit- 
ted for several years now, they 

M J | 


seemed to be on the way to obliv- 
ion. Wc thought this an excellent 
time to revive them now that our 
Clarendon Lodge proviaes such a 
perfect locale. 

For those of us not normally 
early risers this will be a good 
chance to take advantage of being 
up and about before breakfast to 
do some bird watching . 

As everyone has a different 
idea as to what is a good break- 
fast hour and Clarendon Lodge is 
nearby, wc 'll try the experiment 
of letting oach one chose his own 
breakfast time. Anyone unable to 
arrange transportation may call 
the Outing Chairman - Tel. 1910. 

G-LC coifec will be on tap 
from 6 i-i.i . to 9 a.L. Bring along 
your 11 Aunt Jemima” and the neces- 
sary utensils and we '11 see you 
at Clarendon on hay 10th. 

SCajEDCLE ‘J Ajl.GES 

Due to the Annual GLC meet- 
ing coming on June 6th and to 
requests for a Spring Lako hike 
on June 7th, v/e have made a slight 
schedule change. Please correct 
your schedules to read os follows: 

Juno 6 - ihmual G? C mooting 

June 7 - Sipring Lake Camp 

MORE GOOD WI3I1ES 

Dart lie a hoyes and Alexander 
Emslio were married on April Lth. 
Both 'Dart' and 'Kelly' arc mem- 
bers of hilling.ton Section and 
come from Bennington to join in 
our activities when possible. 

We wish thorn happiness and hope 
to see them often in the future. 


GREEN MOUNTAIN SUGAR PARTY 

by 

Jean Whitcomb 

The annual sugar party of the 
Green Mountain Hiking Club was 
held at Deermont Grange in Hen- 
don, March 29* It was a wet, 
muddy Sunday, and the only hik- 
ing done that day was by the 
snow committee who went way back 
tip in the hills for snow. 

The Grange proved a fine 
set-up for the party, with a 
roomy kitchen, dining tables, a 
ping-pong table (all downstairs) 
and a large hall upstairs which 
was ideal for square dancing. 

The committees, headed by 
Ray Catozzi, arrived early for 
the boiling down of the syrnp_ 
the Catozzi car bearing^, truly 
noble load of pickles, doughnuts 
syrup, etc, etc, and 5 people,* 

The syrup was slow in start- 
ing to boil, so 2/3 of the syrup 
committee set out in search of 
more kettles, leaving the other 
1/3, Eleanor Walker, in charge. 
Of course, all 3 kettles began 
to boil furiously then! Luckily, 
Eleanor got Carl Newhall to help 
move the kettles around. It was 
a little like a warm( ! ) checker 
game, keeping those kettles at 
the right boiling level. After 
many tests, the syrup was ready 
for serving. 

By about 6'p*m* there were a 
bout 60 people, including many 
-school and pre-school children, 
there. Some brought their lun- 
ches which they ate before being 
served the delicious syrup on 
snow, the doughnuts, and the nick* 
les and coffee which added much 
to it all, Jan Catozzi had made 
sure we had plenty of the last 3 
items. Maxine Newhall was kept 
on the run answering calls for 
syrup. Some of the younger eat- 
ers' present probably set new 
records for ability to stow a- 
way the sugar (plus their other 
food)J Remaining syrup was stir* 
red into sugar, of course. 


While the cleanup committee 
did their work, Diana Coni on being 
in charge of dishwashing, ping- 
pong and musical games were played 
by the children and. then square 
dancing for all, Getty Pare doing 
t’-e calling. There was good group 
participation in this, especially 
since we had several member's of 
the Recreation Center square dan- 
cing group in our midst. After 
this, we had a coffee and dough- 
nut session, thus ending a very' 
pleasant and successful evening. 


by 

George Kirk 

Their number reduced to 10 
because some of t’^e old standbys 
elect'd to go souare dancinm in- 
stead of trying out their leg mus- 
cles by negotiating a mountain 
woodroad. Members of Millington 
Section of the Green Mountain 
Club hiked to Buff urn shelter Aprill 
11 and had a 11 cook out" over a 
fireplace. 

Leaving cars where Wall ingfoad ' 
Gulf road intersects the Long 
Trail, the party took the mile 
trip to t v e shelter in a leisure- 
13 ' manner, enjoying the sunshine 
shimmering through, the trees, still 
leafless but heightening in the 
color of early spring. 

Surprise was expressed, at the 
total absence of snow and fairly 
dry condition of the trail, a rare 
occurrence so earl 3 ' in April In... 
the mountains of Vermont*: 

Arriving at the shelter, the 
hikers found a fire already built' 
by Robert Moore and Jerry Sanborn, 
who had hurried ahead and were 
busy with axe and saw in order to 
leave a supply of dry wood under 
cover for t^c next occupants of 
t v o camp. 

Some of f'e ladles preferred 
to sit oh .a log, and bask in the 
sunshine, while others, wishing 
more excercise, walked up the trail 
about a mile, "Pinkie 11 Perkins 
( continued on next page) 


(cont, from preceding page) 
and Barbie Allard made the long- 
est trip, inspecting ''blazes" and 
making notes of needed improve- 
ments for a later visit. The 2 
ambitious boys went along and 
trimmed out some brush and bran- 
ches that hid the "blazes' 1 . 

The cold wind made the birds 
quiet and the ornithologicdlly 
mhcliried members reported only ' 
four species, chickadees, juncoe^ 
bluebirds, and a phoebe, seen. 

V/hen the hikers arrived back 
at Buffum, they found water boil 
ing for the coffee, and soon e- ; 
verybody was ready for the hot 
dogs, hamburgers, and whatever 
else individuals preferred for 
supper. 

After the sun dropped behind 
the hill to the west, the tempar- 
ature fell considerably and, re- 
luctantly, everybody packed up 
and hiked to the cars. 

Miss Prances Green of the 
Worcester, Mass, section was a 
guest of the Rutland group on the 
trip, 

! 

GAR LI 3 CK - ECGI.3' u INTER PLAYGROUPS 

by 

Janet Martin 

I 

On March 20th with a three 
day pass in hand the Martins - 
Jack and Jan - drove off to one 
ofGermany's foremost winter sports; 
centers at Garmisch-Fartenkirchen, : 
Bavaria, not far from the 3wiss 
and Austrian borders of Germany 
and high in the German Alps. 

We arrived in the mountains 
in time to eat lunch in a "Gasthof" 
in Oboraramcrgau, a town famous 
for its Passion Play and wood carv- 
ings. Then we went on to Garmisch- 
Fartenkirchen or Garmisoh for short. 

Since we are both good GMCcrs 
you know we didn’t soend all our 
time riding around. Since time 
was limited and trails up the 
mountains icy, we took advantage 
of a cable car up wank Mt. (6000ft.) . 
and took pictures across the town i 
in the valley to the Zugspitz 


(9967 ft.) on the opposite side. 

We hope to go again and .get. up that 
lofty peak itself. 

On Sunday the 22nd we had a 
very nice hike up the iartnach 
river to the gorge it has cut in 
the rocks, hue to the fact that 
the ice in the gorge itself was 
melting and falling it was closed 
by police order, no ing well train- 
ed hikers wo knew better than to 
go in so \:c retraced our steps un- 
til we came to a "road" which our 
guide book shewed us went to a 
"Gasthof" high on the left side of 
the gorge. It was very icy climb- 
ing and there wers several times 
when we wished wo had some sort of 
cleats on our shoes. The view was 
well worth the struggle however. 

Since we had nothing to use 
as brakes on the down trip we sought 
and found a very delightful routo 
back which took us down into the 
gorge and across a stool bridge 
200 ft. above the water. Looking 
down c could sec the huge Icicles 
hanging over the oath and now and 
then heard a chunk crack and fall, 
he were glad wo had understood the 
meaning of the signs i 

After taking pictures ire 
climbed up the right side even 
higher than before and were re- 
warded by finding another "Gasthof" 
where wo bought ourselves some 
lunch. Then wc- followed their 
cart roau back to the bottom. 

This was much more open than the 
other sice iaaa been and therefore 
not nearl; so icy. It was a 
warm sunn’ day and we ate outside 
on the terrace. 

when wo ^.ot back to the hotel 
at 2:30 it was time to pack up 
and head back to Schwacb i s ch-Gmund . 
Thus ended our first big weekend.’ 

ADDITIONS TO LEMaHASRII LIST 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

This is the last mailing of 
SMOKE & BLAZES Eo anyone who is 
not on the New 1953 mailing list. 
To be on the mailing list, dues 
must be paid for 1953# 

NOTICE OP WORK PARTY 

The first of a series of 
Trail Clearing work parties x^ill 
be held Sunday, April 19th, and 
will leave Rutland at 9 A.M, 

Anyone wishing to help with this 
work should call Craigue Perkins 
by Friday night so that he can 
plan the meal for the work party. 
The food will be furnished by the 
Club, but each worker should bring 
his own eating utinsils. 


Word has been received that 
Joseph Valequette has been 
accepted as a student at the 
Naval Air Technical Training 
Center in Norman, Oklahoma, Only 
a few men from his company were 
chosen for this assignment. 

Joe recently spent a fourteen 
day leave with his parents, 

Harold and Thelma Valequette, 

Best of luck, Joe, 


OUR NATIONAL PARKS 

In 1872 Yellowstone Park 
was established as a public park 
for the benefit and enjoyment 
of the people. Since that time 
twenty-six other highly scenic 
areas have been added to the 
National Park System. They have 
been placed in the care of the 
government to be preserved for 
the inspiration, education and 
enjoyment of all generations. 
Today they are a part of the 
American way of life. 

An unfortunate situation 
has developed over tho past years 
in regard to the maintenance of 
these Parks. Not enough money 


j has been allocated to tho National 
i Park System to adequately keep in 
step with the demands made on them 
' by the public. One ranger has to 
| do tho work of throe or four, 
i Though there is plenty of space for 
1 camp sites, usually only one large, 

! over crowded one can be maintained, 

! This makes the camping area so 
packed with young American families 
eager to sec the wonders of their 
country, that it resembles tho 
thickly settled tenement district 
of a large city. Even though 
economy may bo given as the ex- 
cuse for these conditions, it is 
not wise or justifiable to sprbad 
government (our money) thin here. 

Another point to consider 
in relation to tho National Parks 
is that most people believe that 
these Parks have remained and 
will remain inviolate, but this 
is not true. Selfish cdunmcrcial 
interests try to introduce bills 
in Congress to make it legal to 
graze livestock, cut forests, 
develop mines and dam rivers for 
waterpower within the Parks. In 
some cases those interests have 
succeeded. Those lands should 
never pass from the people of tho 
country (government control) to 
ruthless commcrcializcrs , 

The non-political, non- 
partisan organization known as 
The National Parks Association 
has been established sinso 1919 
to promote tho preservation of 
the Parks and to maintain the 
high standards adopted at the 
creation of the National Park 
system. This association tries 
to combat the evils that creep 
into tho system. It also publish- 
es NATIONAL PARKS MAGAZINE through 
which members are kept informed 
on all important matters pertain- 
ing to the Parks, 

Membership in this Association 
is ^3.00 a year and this includes 
a subscription to the magazine. 

For more information write to 
National Parks Assoc,, l8Lj.O Kintwood 
Place, N.W., Washington 9, D. C. 



COKING EVENTS 

Tine - Sunday, Kay 17, 9»30 Aih. 

Place - Kt. Aeolus 

This will be an exploratory 
trip as it is a new one on the 
Killington Section schedule. The 
Guide Book describes Kt. Aeolus 
as affording fine views near ab- 
andoned marble quarries. 

hr. 0 ’Kane in his book, 

TRAILS a_.D SDIJ-ITS OP i..S GREEK 
LOUKTAH'.'S , gives a chapter to Kt. 
Aeolus. lie describes the trail 
up as climbing sometimes moderate- 
ly, sometimes briskly but being 
nowhere steep, and gives the dis- 
tance to the upper lookout as 
miles from the highway. 

The vie 1 .; from here induces 
Equinox, Bromley, Styles Peak, 
Stratton, naystack, Kt. Pisgah, 
Ascutney, and even extends to 
Kt. Konadnock, 55 miles away. 

hr. 0 'Lane also mentions a 
cave of sizable dimensions with a 
number of rooms and passages not 
far from the upper lookout. 

This should be a good trip. 

Time - Sunday, Kay 31st 

Place - Little Rock Pond 

< 

This is an old favorite. • As 
most of you know it is an easy 
hike through very pleasant woods. 

’Je haven't usually done it quite 
this late in Kay so it should be 
especially interesting to see 
• what wildflotfers will be in 
bloom. The Pond affords a chance 
for a swim and if recent weather 
conditions prevail that should be 
quite an inducement, here is a 
chance too for the fishermen 
among us to try their luck. 


As this is a holiday week- 
end some iaight like to go in to 
Little Rock on Saturday and make 
it an over night trip. If you 
plan to do this, our advice is 
to got there as early as possible 
on Saturday P.K. as this is a 
popular spot. 

VJe 've always wanted to make 
the return trip sometime via the 
old road to So, b'allingford. 
Anyone else interested? 

Time - Saturday, June 6th 
Place - Long Trail Lodge - 
AKKUAL KhETIKG 

details on the Annual meet- 
ing are given in your current 
copy of THE Lei.G Th-alL KEwS . 

This meeting affords you an op- 
portunity to keep in touch with 
the plans and activities of the 
parent club and to meet members 
from otimr sections. Let's have 
a good representation there 
from the killington Section. 

Time - Sunday, June 7th 
Place - Spring Lake Camp 

Coming on the Sunday after 
the Annual Looting, this activity 
was planned especially to give us 
all an opportunity to enjoy an’ 
outing with GKCers here to attend 
that mooting. Spring Lake Camp 
was chosen at the x’equest of some 
of our visiting members. 

This is an idel spot for a 
pleasant day of visiting and ex- 
changing news of section activi- 
ties. It is also well located to 
offer an opportunity for hikes of 
varying lengths. 

Be on hand to spend a pleas- 
ant day with congenial people. 1 


CARD PARTY HELD 
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The annual GUO card party was 
held at the Perkine home on South 
Min Street on April 17 • Heavy 
competition from other local ac- 
tivities cut the attendance from 
last year’s high count, but thebe 
was plenty of pleasant company, 
and the club treasury vjas swelled 
by &20.60 

Rot only were Eu t land ®rs pre- 
sent, but folks from West Rutland 
and Castle ton were with us too. 
In fact, it was Edith Ewald ’s 
group from Castleton that won 
the door prize. Very neat litfld 
potted plants were given as tab- 
le prizes, and the famished card 
players were refreshed with hot 
coffee and sandwiches. 

Since the Newhalls were soon 
to leave us for the State of 
Maine, President George Conlon 
presented each of them with. a 
gift- (on behalf of all of usO- 
a lantern for Carl, and an air 
mattress for Maxine, We all hepe 
that they’ll have a chance to 
use them back in Vermont before 
too long, 

Jan Catozzi deserves a com- 
mendation for the work she and 
her committee did in' collecting 
enough tables, chairs, and sand- 
wiches for everyone - with the 
menfe muscular assistance in fur- 
niture moving. The party was 
well planned; those who came 
enjoyed a very pleasant evening 

BIRD HT. HIKE R A IHED OUT 

Our scheduled hikes to Bird 
Mountain seem to be especially 
attractive to the lilfcle white (??) 
clouds that cry, With spirits, 
at least, undampened by the last 
soggy trip, we planned to try a- 
gain on Sunday, April 26, How- 
ever, a steady downpour that' 
morning promised oniypneu monia. 
Well, maybe next time,,,.’ 
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Barbie Allard 

After a lapse of several year? 
t v e pancake breakfast was revived 
at Clarendon Shelter, It couldn't 
have been a more perfect spring day 
and it was too early for flies aid 
mosquitoes to he out in force, 

"Pinky" ai d Emil Bose lli went 
down Saturday to get- t’"e camn rea* 
dy for t v e morning. On Sund a y 
Betty Ball arrived first to hear 
the "early birds". Everyone else 
started to come about 6:30. Soon 
pancakes were cooking on an out- 
door fire and were realty delici- 
ous with maple s ,r rup. 

A hawk circled around overhead 
as if looking for a chance toaroop 
cb<n and' grab a bite of pancake,.. 
Finally, giving up, he eiried away 
Besides those already ment i one c^the 
Hakins family, the \ndersons, 3 
Allards, Eleanor Walker, Bear 1 Hfch- 
ols,Vera and Mary Perkins, and Gary 
Taylor were there. The Andersons, 
Davy, Martha, and Missy Hakins, and 
Barbie and Ju.dy AHhrd waded in the 
brook, Andy Anderson acted as life- 
guard and patrolled the wa te r- 
front. 

The narty left Clarendon for 
home or for further e^uedit Ions . 
One group ’’iked to Spring Lake — 
Pinlc^ and Emil cleared the trail 
of brush and blowdowns; Marjorie 
Allard touched up the white blazes 
along t s e way ( ending with more 
paint on herself than s’'e put on 
most of the trees). It ”as a warm 
day, and the spring water at the ' 
end of the trip was really weloor^ 
Lunch was eaten and feet were 
cooled under a lakeside nine 'tre^ 
while we watched fish lump inland 
humans swimming, boating, and fil- 
ing. 

There was still time to open 
Spring Lake shelter for the sea- 
son, and to discuss what the 
place needs before leaving - for 
t’~e road, where Pearl nicked us 
up and drove us back to the oth- 
er cars- the end to a dav of 
good hiding. 


WORK PARTIES 
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The first work party of the 
season was held on Sunday, April 
19th. Emil Bascilli, Maxine and 
Carl Newhall, and Craigue Perkins 
worked the Canty trail on Blue 
Ridge, Since this piece of trail 
hadn't been cleared since the 
19^0 hurricane, there was a full 
day's Ttfork to be done. The 
lumbering operation of a f ew 
years ago let wind get at the re- 
maining trees and a number fell 
across the trail. Hoxvever, they 
have now been removed and the 
blazes well painted. 

On Sunday, May 2l+th, there 
will be another work party to the 
Spring Lake Camp to prepare it 
for the summer season. The Long 
Trail will bo worked from there 
to Button Hill. We hope there 
is a good turn out for this one 
and for the others planned on 
the week-ends when there are no 
hikes scheduled. 

STATE PARKS ARE CALLING 

It is picnic and camping 
time again and our State Parks 
are calling 1 Whether you want 
to go with youngsters and a 
picnic lunch or with the grown- 
ups and camping equipment for 
a week-end or more, you can find 
a Park in Vermont to fit your 
needs . 

The Calvin Coblidge State 
Forest is situated 23 miles cast 
of Rutland in the towns of 
Plymouth and Shrewsbury. At the 
entrance to the Pinncy Hollow- 
Bradley Hill recreational areas 
of this forest is a large picnic 
shelter with a stone fireplace 
and sanitary facilities. This 
is often used for group picnics. 
From here a good road leads to 
the top of Bradley Hill where 
picnic spots have been developed. 

At an elevation of 191+0 foot 
in a spruce grove, with an cxccllcn 
view of Killington and Shrewsbury 


the picnicor will find an ideal 
spot for his day in the x^oods. 

Piped spring water, single and 
double fireplaces, tables, a semi- 
opon log shelter with two fireplaces 
and fuel wood available all add to 
his enjoyment. There arc swings, 
slides, teeters, and horseshoe 
courts for those who xdsh to use 
them. 

For those xvho wish to camp. 
Shelter Village, located in a 
x-jhitc birch and spruce woods has 
much to offer. The loantos arc 
located on the rim of the plateau 
so that each has an individual 
view overlooking forests, hills 
and valleys, and arc situated to 
give privacy yet near enough to 
the next to be neighborly. Each 
lcanto is provided with a reflec- 
tor fireplace, table, half-log 
benches, movable shelves and fuel 
wood. This camping area has piped 
spring water and two toilet build- 
ings, one with showers and laundry 
trays . 

If you wish to pitch your 
own tent, there is a camp site for 
this with tent platforms and the 
above mentioned facilities ex- 
cept the shoxtfers and laundry. 

Bathing may be enjoyed in 
a mountain brook near the forest 
entrance . 

A service and maintenance 
fee of 25 cents per day is charged 
for groups of five persons or less 
entering the area with or x^ithout 
a car. 

Camping fee: tent camping, 

75 cents per day; loantos, $1.00 
per day for groups of five per- 
sons or less. No weekly rates. 

Tent and lcanto sites can be re- 
served in advance by applying 
to the Vermont Forest Service or 
the Caretaker at the area. The 
camping fee must be paid in ad- 
vance for the period during which 
reservations arc made. No refund 
will be made unless cancellations 
arc received five days prior to 
.beginning date of reservation. 

More information may be had 
by writing to Vermont Forest Service, 
Montperlicr, Vt. 


LET *3 LOOK POE WILDFLOWERS 




Cnc of the intriguing things 
about searching: for wildflowers 
is their differing preferences 
for certain locations. Of course 
different parts of the country 
have their own native flowers, 
but which flowers, native to any 
section, you will find depends 
largely on when and where you 
look. 

Let’s suppose the tine is 
about now and you arc crossing a 
rocky pasture sloping up toward 
the woods * Here you will find 
the stunted little field violet, 
and along the out-croppings of 
weathered stone arc patterns of 
gray and green lichen. Although ! 
not the “stone breaker" which its ■ 
name implies, saxifrage loves to : 
grow in the crevasses of the 
rocks and this too you will find. 

As you approach the line of 
the woods there may be rod and 
yellow columbine. Within the 
open woods where the leaves are 
not yet big enough to make much 


' spring. Other seasons will rexrard 
you with other flowers in these 
differing locations. A day’s hike 
along The Long Trail can afford you 
a chance to find thorn all. 
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shade, arc bloodroot, windflowers, 
blue and yellow violets, trillium, 
and bollworts . A little earlier 
you would also have found here 
the dainty hepaticas. 

Wherever the soil moisture 
is increased by a depression or 
an underground spring, yellow 
adders tongues (dog -tooth violet or 
trout lily) and the pink veined 
spring beauties will appear. 

Here too you may find the feath- 
ery foliage and creamy white 
pantaloons of Dutchman's breeches 
and the trailers of the partridge 
berry. 

If there is a brook running i 
through the woods skunk cabbage 
may be found along its banks . 

If you follow along this brook 
to where it prehaps widens out 
into a sunny swamp, your day will 
be brightened by the golden 
marsh marigolds. 

These arc but a few of our 
common wildf lowers to be found 
each in its own locality in 


The inevitable finally happen- 
ed and ilainc exerted her priority 
and recalled Laxinc and Carl 
Hewhall. We know that Killington 
lection members are anxious to 
keep in touch with them so here is 
their address at present: 

51 Pearl 3trect 
augu s t a , ha in o . 

WHAT ’3 117 A UaI-jE? 

We are generally apt to take 
the names of our mountains for grant 
ed without stopping to think about 
how they originated. In hr. 0 'Kane ' 
book we found an interesting ex- 
planation for the origin of the 
name lit. Aeolus, lie credits it to 
students of the senior class of 
Amherst who climbed the mountain on 
a very windy day in i 860 and accord- 
ingly named it Aeolus, god of the 
winds. A bottle of water was brok- 
en over the rocks and the christen- 
ing done with due ceremony. 

Anyone know any name origins? 


X 



REPORT OP THE AHHUAL MEETIHG 

GREET! 1I0U1ITAIN CLUB ! 

The annual meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club was held 
Saturday, June 6th at the Long 
Trail Lodge. Seventy-five mem- 
bers attended from the various 
sections . 

President, Roy Vo ode It on 
presided. Reports were given 
by committee chairmen and sec- 
tion representatives. 

The most important part of 
the meeting was the discussion 
and voting on the recommendation 
by the trustees of the Club to 
sell the Long Trail Lodge proper- 
ty The Club members voted to 
sell this property. 

Miss Lula M* Tye was re- 
elected corresponding secretary. 

Mrs. Lillian Lodge was elected 
clerk. 

After lunch and the conclu- 
sion of the business meeting, 
last year*s officers were re- 
elected at the trustees meeting* 
President, Roy Woodelton, of 
Brooklyn, IT. Y. ; Vice President, 

John Vondell, Amherst, Mass.; 
Treasurer, Earl A. Boyce, Proctor, | 
Vermont; Auditor, Theodore 
Goddard, Old Bennington, Vermont. 

The evening program consist- | 
ed of a sugar party, an interest- 
ing talk by Caroline Parr, lent ier, 

She Eire Harden on Pico, and the 
showing of some excellent slides 
by Prances Green. 

Twenty-five members stayed 
over to hike with the Millington 
Section into Spring Lake camp 
Sunday morning. 


ilEV SHELTER Cl in IE im AT 

Emile Boselli has been 
ap-oointed new Shelter Chairman 
to take the place of Carl Mewhall 
who has left the State, 

Under the new chairman* s 
direction, work parties to Spring 
Lake Camp have been held. Twenty 
Li. X 6 f t . Masonite panels have 
been carried up to the camp. 

Emile, Craigue Perkins, and 
George Conlon performed this 
little stunt, carrying the boards 
on their heads. The plan is to 
line the inside of the camp with 
the beards, putting them over 
the paper that is there now. 

This will improve the looks of 
the camp as well as making it 
more weather tight. 

Cinder blocks have been 
brought into camp and placed in 
under the stove. This should, 
to some extent, relieve the fire 
hazard of having a hot stove 
close to the \-rood floor. 

r*a' . . *. . *A‘“ C’Vw wf 

Charles Sabourin will be 
married Saturday, June 20th to 
Iiiss Paddy Hughes at St, Peters 
Church in Rutland, 

Miss Hughes has been employed 
as nurse at the Rutland Hospital. 

Charles, a Millington Section 
member of long standing, recently 
graduated from the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy. Starting 
July 12th, he is to be employed 
to do research work for Irwin 
Heisler Drug Co. in Decatur, 111. 
Best wishes from Millington Section. 


COKING EVENTS i 

Time - Sunday, June 21-9 A.K. 
Place - Killington - via the 
Juggernaut Trail 

Those who made the trip up 
Killington from the East for the 
first time last year are looking 
forward to this repeat prefor- 
mance. Prehaps it was because 
the trail was new to ua or maybe 
wo were just having a good day, 
at any rate it seemed like a less 
arduous approach than usual. Of 
course you climb to reach the top 
of Killington by any route but 
in this case most of the climb 
seemed to come fairly early after 
which we folloxjed along the ridge 
through very pleasant woods. 

If you didn't make it last 
year better come along this time 
and see hou you like it. 

! 

Time - Friday eve., July 3rd - 
Sunday eve . , July 5th 
Place - Hazen's Notch to Parker 

Comp (or to Codding Kolia) 

The time for another l^th of 
July camping trip, tried so suc- 
cessfully for the first time last 
year, is fast approaching. 

This year we plan to do a 
stretch of The Trail south of 
Hazen's Notch.- To do this it 
seems that it x^ill be best for the 
group to leave Rutland Friday P.h. ! 
after work and set up camp that 
night - leaving us two full days 
for hiking. Some of us who could i 
x-jould leave earlier Friday and 
have a comp site located and es- 
tablished for the later arrivals. 

To do this effectively it will be 
necessary to know who is coming. 

So please bo pur e to notify Vera 
Perkins (1910 ) or Craip;uo Pe rkin s 
(13%3 -W ) by Thur s d ay , July 2nd , 
if you intend to trip xidth us 
over the Ipth. 

Our plan is to camp near 
Frying Pan brook xiiich is located 
near where The Trail crosses Route j 
113 between Eden and Bclvidcre 


Corners, From hero, using a sim- 
iliar system of car shuttling as 
was used last year, wo will hike 
as follox;s: 

Saturday - Covering The Trail 
from Rtc. llH to Parker Camp or 
to Codding Kollox:, Which xjc x;ill 
do xvill depend on approach trail 
possibilities to Parker Camp (xjc 
plan to have an advance scouting 
party look into this before the 
date of the trip); x-jeathcr condi- 
tions at the time; and the wishes 
of the hiking group. Total hiking 
distance, including to the cars - 
to Codding Hollow, approx, lij. mi. 
to Farker Camp, approx. 10 mi. 

Sunday - From Rte llS to 
Eazcn's Notch - hiking distancc- 
approx. 10 mi. 

Two sxiggestions for shorter 
hikes for those who do not plan to 
take the long trip xjould be to go 
to Hit ter bush Comp and return (the 
Guide Book describes this as near 
Rittcrbush Pond and having a fine 
vicx/) - a round trip of about 5 mi. 
or up Bclvidorc Lt*. which x-xould be 
a round trip of not over 3 mi* 

Of course campers may prefer in- 
stead to just enjoy Camp life and 
explore the surrounding country- 
side by car* We certainly enjoy- 
ed the company and appreciated the 
service of the “campers" last year 
and hope to hove them and addition- 
al ones with us this year. 

We make the same general sxag- 
gestions as for last year: 

Each person arrange for his own 
transportation in advance. 

flan meals and cooking equipment 
in groups of Ij. if possible. 

List the essentials for this 
sort of trip in advance and be sxirc 
you have planned for everything. 

For the long trip hikers wo 
suggest that you plan for a sub- 
stantial breakfast, a mid-day 
Lunch which can be easily carried 
and a hot but quickly prepared 
night meal. 

REi .EMBER TO REGISTER AS 
REQUESTED BY THURSDAY, JULY 2nd 
if you plan to make this trip. 

Let's go J 
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LITTLE ROCKY FOLD 
DATE- Hay 31 

On the last day of May, nine 
hikers made the trip to Little 
Rocky Pond, The trail was, as 
usual, in good shape. 

Many flowers were found along 
the way. To everyone’s pleased 
surprise , June pinks(wild azalea) 
were in bloom." We had never be- 
fore hiked in at just this sea- 
son, and thu3 hadn’t realized 

that they were there. Usually 
it's at Stratton Pond that we ex- 
pect to find them. 

The shelter was in good con- 
dition. Its previous occupants', 
three young men from Hew York, 
were setting out for Bromley. We 
hope they made it alive; the hugs 
are definitely making their un- 
welcome little presences felt a- 
long the trail now. 

Some of our sporting members 
let down their hooks into the 
lake in hopes of tempting a fish, 
or two, However, the fish were’nt 
having any that day, so the fish- 
ermen had to get along without 
them. 

In the afternoon a party 
made a trip to the cliffs, meet- 
ing, of course, hordes of bugs. 
Those who stayed behind content- 
ed themselves with afternoon tea 
(that’s right, tea’), thus gain- 
ing strength for the trip back. 

Betty Ball, Pearl Nichols, 
and Vera and Craigue Perkins re- 
turned via the old road to South 
Wallingford, It follows * a' pretty 
brook through the woods, In spite 
of the bu.'-s, the hike to Little 
Rocky was, as always, a good one 
(By the way, if you haven’t 
yet seen Frances G-rccuts excel- 
lent article on Little Rocky Pond 
in the recent Vermont Life , you 
will probably be interested in 
looking it up, 

ADDITION TO MEMBERSHIP LIST 
Mr. E. K. Gleason 


SPRING LAKE 
DATE- Juno 7 

hike was made at the 
close of the annual meeting, with 
a goodly representation from the 
various sections- better than at 
the last inter sectiona 1 , in fact? 
The Killington Section was repre- 
sented in qua 1 itv if not in quan- 
tity by Craigue Perkins and Chur- 
chill Scott, and by Mr. aid Mrs, 
Dudley from Belmont, who formerly 
belonged to the Worcester Sec- 
tion, They hone to attend more 
hikes in the future; we would 
certainly enjoy seeing more of 
them, 

T v e Mker" got off to a late 
start, having temnorarily mis- 
laid Roy Buchanan and Larry Ife an; 
When they turned up, all set oufc 
though the clouds were lowering 
and rain apoeared imminent. Any 
hopes anyone may have had as to 
the rain’s holding off were 
dashed; as soon as the party left 
the cars the downpour started; it 
lasted until 2 in the afternoon; 

Having arri\ed at the shelter, 
and wrung themselves out somswbat; 
the folks started two fires- one 
in the stove , which actually 
worked right for once, and the 
other outside in the rain. 

Everyone was glad of the coi* 
modious quarters afforded by thb 
shelter. With 25 peorlc inside, 
you can imagine why. You can i- 
magine,too, that things were far 
from dull there, though the wea- 
ther dripped outside, ‘ discourag- 
ing would-be swimmers. The lat- 
est cro^ of porky stories was re- 
lated, (Has anyone ever thought 
of making a collection of these 
priceless tales? A Porky Anthol- 
ogy would, no doubt, be an over- 
night sensation in the literary 
world, ) 

Whon the time came to leave, 
the sun came out. We hope those 
who had to make the long journey 
home in damp clothes didn't suf- 
fer too many after-effects, and 
will 'bo able to return before too 
long. 


BEAR BROOK STATE PARE, H.H. 
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For the benefit of those who 
like to c amp in State Parks, we 
are taking you this month into 
the southern part of Hew Hampshire 
in the Merrimack Valley Region, 

Bear Brook State Park is Id- 
eated north of Manchester, IT. H. 
and may be reached by turning off 
route 28 at the park sign a few 
miles east of Suncook. 

This 7*000 acre park is open 
from iiay to October and is one of 
the most completely developed 
parks in the State , If you are 
planning a vacation of a few days 
or a week or more you will find 
a variety of things to do to make 
your stay here enjoyable. 

At a three acre pond near 
the park entrance water sports 
are provided for with a big, mod- 
ern bathhouse that contains check- j 
ing facilities and dressing rooms, j 
Boats, umbrellas, beach chairs, 
and towels may be rented at the 
bathhouse. There is a play area 
near the beach for croquet, horse- j 
shoe pitching and other sports. 

If you like to hike, and most 
Green Mountain Club members do, 
there are more than twenty well 
marked trails through the park, 
which make every corner of this 
fine reservation accessible to 
public use. For the nature stu- 
dent there are many interesting 
shrubs and flowers, rock forma- 
tions, beaver colonies and an 
abundance of wild life. The 
Hew Hampshire Conservation Camp, 
which is devoted to teaching young 
people about conservation of nat- 
ural resources such as water, 
forest, grasslands and wildlife, 
is held in this park each year. 

The forest cover includes 
large stands of oak, beech and 
maple as well as beautiful pine 
groves. There are small ponds 
dotted with lily pads, and brooks 
that tumble and wind through deep 
forest shade. 

Riding horses are available 
and many miles of woods trails 
provide another sport for those 


who wish to avail themselves of 
this opportunity. Arrangements 
may also be made for those who 
wish to take riding lessons. 

A roving archery course 
considered one of the best in 
the country, is found in this 
. park. The course ranges a half 
j mile through interesting country, 
j offering targets for a variety of 
shots . 

WORK PARTIES 

To date the Millington 
Section's trail has been cleared 
and painted from the Wallingford 
Gulf Road to Clarendon Lodge. 

Axe and saw work have been done 
through to Governor Clement 
Shelter, The stretch from Clarendon 
to Clement still needs clipping, 
mowing and painting. 

Trails chairman, Craigue 
Perkins has been out several 
times with small groups , not more 
than three, to work trail. He 
would appreciate more help with 
this work so if you are interested, 
get in touch with him. 

The trail from Spring Lake 
Camp to the top of Button Hill did 
j not require a great deal of work. 
There were only a few blow downs. 

The blazes were re-painted and a 
few new ones added. The day this 
area we.s worked on was a beautiful 
day to be in the woods. The spring 
flowers were at their best and large 
patches of columbine and violets 
were seen growing on the slopes. 

Also on this day Vera Pc. kins ' ’ 

brought in a new broom and dust 
pan for the Spring Lake c ar.ip, 
swept the camp out and made it ready 
for guests. 

Hhile clearing trail from 
Governor Clement to Clarendon, 
it was noted that another piece 
of the trail has slid into 
Cold River. This will have to be 
re-located higher up on the bank. 
Lumber operations have been going 
on both above and below the lower 
I road. The trail has been used in 
! getting out the logs making a nice 
i wide trail that won't need clear- 
1 ing for some time. 


I 
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COMING EVENTS 

Time - Sunday, July 19th 
10 A.M. 

Place - C.V. Camp, Chittendon 
Pond . 

Once again Eleanor Walker 
has been kind enough to invite 
us to enjoy the C.V. Camp facil- 
ities with her on Sunday, July 
19th. We well remember the cool 
and comfortable day we spent 
there last year in the midst of 
a ’hot spell 4 and the grand swim 
we had. 

This is a chance for one of 
those do-as-you-please days so 
perfect for a summer outing. You j 
may cook indoors or out, or just 
enjoy a picnic lunch* There \tfill 1 
be G.M.C. coffee on hand as 
usual. 

Those who hesitate to under- 
take a possible struggle with the 
black flies, no-see-ums etc., 
sometimes prevalent in the woods 
can relax and prepare to enjoy 
the day on the large screened 
porch. There is a chance for 
boating and swimming and any \dio 
feel that they really must hike 
esn strike The Long Trail at 
Noyes Pond and go as far as they 
like. 

The group will leave from 
Mel don School at 10 A.M. but any 
who wish to join us at the camp 
later will be welcome. 

It’s an easy drive right to 
the door so this is a splendid 
opportunity for our non-hiking 
members to join with our hiking 
members for a good Killington 
Section get-together. We'll be 
expecting you J 


Time - Saturday, August 1st - 
1130 P.M. 

Place - Helen Bailey's Camp - 
Charlestown, N.H, 

Here is a now and special 
event J Helen has issued a cor- 
dial invitation to all Killington 
Section members and friends to 
foregather at her camp on Satur- 
day P.M. August 1st. 

This outing will offer inter- 
esting variety - a pleasant drive; 
a glimpse of N.H.* hiking from the 
camp if you wish; not to mention 
visiting and, of course, eating. 
Bring 370 ur cup and utensils as 
usual and whatever you like for 
supper. Don't bring too much as 
Helen has requested that she be 
allowed to furnish dessert and bev- 
erage. (She didn't say what kindj) 

We plan to leave from Meldon 
promptly at 1;30 P.M., so to have 
a long afternoon and evening. If 
you can't make it that early but 
iiant to join us later at Helen's 
call your Outing Ch. (Tel. 1910 ) 
and get directions for the journey. 

Helen says there is plenty of 
room for camping on her premises 
and if any vould like to bring 
camping equipment and stay over 
Saturday night she i© uld be glad 
to have them. 

We seldom journey outside 
our own state on our outings and 
this is really a chance to got 
into new territory. 

This outing seems to have all 
'the makings' of a grand good timeJ 

NEW SCHEDULES OUT 

Your new Outing Schedule is 
enclosed with this SMOKE AND BLAZES. 


a- 

KILLINGTON VIA 
THE JUGGERNAUT TRAIL- 
June 21 
by 

Barbie Allard 

On a Sunday morn four brave 
people set out, regardless of the 
dangers, for Killington. Mr. and 
Mrs. Craigue Perkins, Vera Per- 
kins, and Barbara Allard climbed 
to the top. On the way up we met 
a group of hostelers onthdr way 
down. We put up arrows and pain- 
ted blue blazes. 

The first part of the trail 
was good, after we crossed the 
brook. The trail was very buggy 
and we took to carrying a few 
ferns to swat the bugs. The top 
was reached with little trouble 
save climbing over, crawling un- 
der and going around blowdowns , 
which were plentiful. 

Inside the camp we rested at 
last free of the flies. The on- 
ly ones there were houseflies 
and bees that were trying to get 
out. Soon, after a . refreshing 
meal and a drink of flxcen lemon- 
ade and orange juice, we started 
to the peak. We hoped to be rid 
of the flies. The view was hazy 
and a cool wind was blowing, but 
the bugs came too. 

Then we came down and started 
home. The flies were buzzing a- 
round us so that we almost missed 
seeing a bees’ nest which we all 
missed by about one and one-half 
feet. Farther on we saw a " por- 
ky" that ran up a tree. The on- 
ly other animals were the two 
horses at the lumber camp. 

The ride home gave us plenty 
of time to talk of the nice time 
we had. 

WORK PARTY NEEDED 

Craigue Perkins recently took' 
a trail checking trip from Clement 
toward Killington and found that 
lumbering operations above Clement 
have completely confused trail 
markings. It will be necessary to 
get a good work party out in the 
near future to relocate the Trail 
in that area* ' 


A CAMPER’S VIEW 

OF TITS BIG ’TEEKEHD 

by 

Lucy Bishop 

Of course the " campers but 
not hikers " didn’t get quite as 
much exercise on the Fourth of 
July weekend as the % ikers did, 
but we had a grand time. Eleanor 
Walker, Pearl Nichols an d I drove 
up Saturday morning, arriving at 
about 10:00A.M. at the camp site 
selected by the hikers, who h a d 
long since been on their way. 

Vera had left a note for us 
with directions for finding a 
spot about ten minutes’ vale from 
the camp, with everything con- 
ducive to relaxation- sun, flat 
rocks, a gorge oirs view. Sounded 
good to us, relaxation being our 
aim, so after inspecting the camp 
and organizing our belongings, we 
decided to look the place over. 
Since we started off withoutoon- 
sulting the note ag^in, we 'were 
a little hazy about details, the 
one thing we were all sure of be- 
ing that the walk took about ten 
minutes. We strolled along the 
trail through the woods, finding 
the climb easy and the woods de- 
lightfully cool. Taking into 
consideration the speed at which 
we were travelling and the num- 
ber of times we stopped to in- 
vestigate, ve expected the tour 
would take us about fifteen or 
twenty minutes, but when we had 
walked for half an hour and' still 
not found the sunny opening, we 
had a slight suspicion that we 
were heading in the wrong direc- 
tion, Another ten minutes . con- 
firmed the suspicion, so we head- 
ed back down the trail, the camp 
coming into view at exactly the 
right moment- lunch hour] 

We enioyed a leisurely meal, 
congratulating ourselves all the 
while on having accomplished a 
hike on ovir own, however brief 
and unscheduled. Following lunch 
v/e found the place we had been 
looking for in the .morning - it 
was ideal’ A cool breeze offset 
(Cont. on next page) 
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( Continued) 

the sun, arid the flat rocks were 
meant for lazing around with a 
book, also for sandwiching a cat 
nap between chapters] 

Despite the lazy afternoon, 
we had keen appetites for dinner. 
Just as we were finishing our 
dessert the Fields- Helen, Fred, 
Tommy and Peter drove in, swell- 
ing the number of campers to se- 
ven, Not too much later the hi- 
kers, also seven strong, arrived, 
none tne worse for the miles t v ey 
had tramped. After they had fin- 
ished eating and cleaning up, we 
all sat around the campfire rub- 
bing on insect dope and exchang- 
ing notes on t- e day' s experien- 
ces— until the flies and moscjui— 
toes decided it was time for us 
to retire and saw to it that we 
did, 

Sunday morning, after seeing 
the hikers off on the trail, and 
the Fields on their homeward way, 
we ate breakfast and proceeded 
to continue our program of sun- 
ning, napping, and reading from 
the point where we had dropped 
it on Saturday, Again, surpris- 
our appetites were defin- 
itely present at noon, and we 
stowed away a huge lunch. 

When we had accomplished the 
necessary cleaning up and pack- 
ing away we set out to spend the 
afternoon hiking through the 
countryside- via Pearl's car] It 
was an A-l hike with perfect wea- 
ther, good roads, breath-taking 
views and double-decker frozen 
custard cones] 

Target- one P er T g ct weekend. 
Mission accomplished, 

FOURTH OF JULY HIKE 

Our second annual Fourth of 
July hiking and camping trip cov- 
ered that part of The Long Trail 
from Hazcns Notch to Parker Camp, 
Nintccn and one half miles of 
Long Trail and two miles of ap- 
proach trail were covered in tr;o 
days of hiking. 

The weather was perfect: 


bright, cool, and enough breeze 
to keep the flics away. 

Camp was set up Friday, 
where the Trail crosses Vt, 118 
at Frying Pan Brook, 

As before, some people hiked 
and some stayed near camp. The 
Trail party consisted of Emil 
Boscolli, Mary and Craiguc Perkins, 
Ray Catozzi, Vera Perkins, and 
Maxine and Carl Ncwhall, Maxine 
and Carl, now living in Maine, 
drove 200 miles to make tho out- 
ing, It sure liras good to sec 
then again. 

On Saturday we startod couth 
from camp. The Trail led up over 
a bare ridge with views to both 
cast and west and then through 
the woods for a mile and a half 
to Rittcrbush look-out on a cliff 
overlooking Rittcrbush Pond, 

After a few minutes rest we 
went down to the pond, around tho 
north side of it and up a little 
way to Rittcrbush camp. This is 
a fine location with a good view. 
Not far beyond the camp, the 
Trail passes through Devil's 
Gulch, This is a gorge of tum- 
bled rocks between two mountain 
walls. 

By easy grades we climbed 
over Bowen and Butternut Mountains, 
From the top of Butternut there 
is a fine view to the northwest. 

All day uo had been travelling 
through hard wood forest but on 
starting down Butternut wc found 
a forest of spruce, balsam, birch 
and mountain ash that closely 
resembled the woods high up on 
Pico and Killington. 

About four o'clock wc reached 
Parker Camp, This is a fine 
camp built twenty years ago and 
still looks almost new. Unfor- 
tunately two near by lur.ibor job 
shacks spoil the location. 

From Parker Camp wc wont 
out by the approach trail to the 
cast to where wc had previously 
parked our car. So back to camp 
and supper. This was a rather 
easy day. 

On Sunday wc drove up to 
Hazcns Notch and hiked south 


i 

toward our camp site. 

The Trail climbs very steep- 
ly out of the Notch to Haystack 
Mt. We gained 1200 feet in alti- 
tude in going 1.8 miles. There 
are several good views from the 
ridge of Haystack. Then down Hay- 
stack and up Tillotson by another 
steep trail and more fine views 
to the east and southeast. 

A half mile down the south 
side of Tillotson Peak uc came to 
Tillotson Camp, another excellent 
camp in a good location. 

Hot far from Tillotson Camp, 
the Trail passed by tiny Tillotson 
Pond nearly covered with water 
lillics. 

Prom here the Trail climbs 
for two miles to Bclvidcrc ht., 
where there is a cold spring a 
short distance from the top. 

Bclvidcrc is the highest 
peak in the area and from the 
Fire Look-out Tower the tfhole 
Green Mountain Range from Canada 
to Killington can be seen. 

After a good rest here vie 
started down toward our camp by 
what we expected to be an easy 
trail. We found that for about 
a mile all the big spruces had 
been blown down in a tangled moss. ! 
A trail had been marked through 
this area which led us over and 
under the tree trunks, around 
upturned roots and over bare 
ledges. It was so crooked that 
wo expected at any time to over- 
take ourselves. This would be 
a bad place to be caught at dusk 
with a heavy pack. The Trail 
Patrol or whoever marked The 
Trail here should be congratula- 
ted on finding a way through at 
all. 

The last mile to camp was 
easy going and we arrived at 
seven o’clock ready for the long 
ride back to Rutland. 

This part of The Trail from 
Hazen’s Notch to Parker Camp has 
good camps, fine views, and 
better supplies of drinking 
water than some other sections. 

It should bo travelled by more 
hikers. 


THIS AND THAT 

The 1953 Intersections! will 
be held at Fay Fuller Camp, August 
22nd and 23rd. You will have de- 
tails on this outing in your 
LONG TRAIL HEWS, but mark the date 
now on your calendar. 

Fay Fuller can be rcachod by 
car so plan to take your camping 
equipment and bo there for the 
Saturday night campfire. This is 
a chance to 3cc old friends, malic 
new ones, and have a good talk-fest 
on The Long Trail and GMC - with 
a few Tall Tales thrown inJ 


Barbie and Judy Allard are 
vacationing in Now Hampshire. 
"Brother Bill" and Mr. Kirk are 
in Canada on a fishing trip. 


It was good to have Carl 
and Maxine Newhall back hiking 
with us on the l|th of July week- 
end trip. 


Emile Boselli has started 
work on ’resurfacing 1 the walls of 
the camp at Spring Lake. 

Fran Green of the Worcester 
Section spent a couple of nights 
on Pico recently with Caroline 
Parmcnticr. She then joined other 
members of her section in an outing 
at Little Rock Pond. 


We have hoard of two picnic 
suppere lately where the facili- 
ties of Killington Section shcl- 
ers were used - one at Spring 
Lake Camp and one at Clarendon 
Lodge. At Spring Lake it was the 
occasion of the annual strawberry 
shortcake supper of 'the group 
attending. 

Incidentally these picnic 
suppers at nearby shelters are a 
lot of fun. Why not get a group 
together sometime and try it? 


We felt sad to find that 
the broom and dustpan so recently 
provided for Spring Lake Camp had 
already disappeared. We wonder 
who needed them that urgently. 
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COKING EVENTS 

Tine - Sat. & Sun., Aug. 22 & 23 
Place - Intersectional at 
Pay Fuller Camp . 

Details of this have been 
given you in The Long Trail Hews. 

At the risk of repeating wc give 
you the following information 
recently received. 

"Pay Puller Camp is on The 
Long Trail about 8 miles from 
Bennington. You can drive to it 
by turning north on a gravel road j 
from Route 9, the Brattleboro 
highway. This gravel road is 
part of The Long Trail and is so 
marked . 

Pay Fuller Camp holds 12 but 
there is ample camping space in 
the field next to the camp." 

Trips in the neighborhood 
include:- Glastonbury on The Long 
Trail; to Bald Kt. (trail now in 
bad shape); to Sucker Pond by way 
of Dunvilie Notch and return by 
The Long Trail; to Little Pond. 

This should make a good week- 
end trip whether you wish to hike 
or prefer just to camp. In cither 
case there will be congenial com- 
pany. We'll be looking for you. 

Time - Sunday, Sept. 6th 
Place - Kt. Cushman. 

This is a new trip on our 
schedule and should prove inter- 
esting . 

Kt. Cushman is east of 
Rochester and is reached from the 
Randolph Gap road. It has an el- 


evation of 261^.0 ft. This is 
higher than Bird Kt. or Okcmo 
and just slightly less than Koo- 
salamoo, if you're Interested in 
comparisons . 

A road of sorts which was the 
main highway from Rochester to 
Randolph 50 years ago passes over 
near the summit . You will bo 
wisor however not to try to drive 
to the top. 

The mountain was apparently 
named for Artemus Cushman who 
many years ago erected a build- 
ing 30 ft . by IpO ft . (now demol- 
ished) on the summit for parties 
and dancing. 

Hero is an opportunity to 
do a little exploring in new 
territory. 

ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Our GKC people seem to be 
travelling about Europe just now. 

Wo recently received a card from 
Edith Ewald from Interlaken, 
Switzerland. She had been up on 
the Jungfrau and had also enjoyed 
a boat trip on Brunz Lake. Earli- 
er in the summer she spent a week 
in Biarritz for the Polk Festival 
and about ten days in Paris. 

Nows from Jack and Janet 
Martin is that they have just en- 
joyed a 7 day leave in Switzerland. 

Wo hope to have details on 
both these trips for you in a 
later issue of SMOKE AND BLaZES . 

Charlotte Rutkowski will be 
married to Eugene Keenan on 
Sept. 5th. Bcst.wishcs, Charlotte. 


A CHITTENDEN POO LER 

The weather on July 16 th was 
About the hottest of the sum m e r- 
to those who stayed az home- - 
they could scarcely summon enough 
energy to turn the pages of their 
Sunday paper. However, the brai- 
ny GHCers who took advantage of 
Eleanor Walker’s hospitality at 
the CV camp in Chitrenden found 
themselves in an ideal location 
for outsmarting the weatherman — 
fine swimming and boating, a large 
screened porch, and seclusion — 
all these were available. 

Only four people started out 
at Keldon, but as the day wore 
on, almost a dozen others made 
their way to Chittenden. Mary 
Iterkins brought along her grand- 
daughter Judy; the Fields arrived 
vith Tommy and Peter. Fred tried 
fishing in one of the camp boats, 
but the only fish captured was a 
dead one which Tommy picked out 
of the water and wanted his moth- 
er to cook for him. 

When we did get around t o 
eating, we found the club '.bev- 
erages in a new form- iced tea 
and iced coffeej A few stayed 
for the evening meal as well, and 
came home in the early evening. 

All in all, it was as pleas- 
ant a way to beat the" heat as 
anyone could imagine. 

A GLIMPSE OF FEW HAMP5? T IRE 


The only thing lacking on 
Saturday, Augusy 1st, when we set 
out for Helen Bailey' s camp i n 
New Hampshire, was the crowd 
which such a fine outing deserv- 
ed. However, as the saying goes 
"it’s quality not quantity" etc. , 
and those who went enjoyed th e 
good time they had anticipated. 

It was a perfect summer af- 
ternoon, and the ride over *’ the 
mountain to Ludlow, on down thrcugi 
Springfield and across the Conn- 
ecticut River via the toll bridge 
couldn't have been better. After 
crossing the bridge we were soon 
following a pleasant country road 
-by negotiating a few turns for 
vhich we had been given detailed 
directions, we soon arrived attfce 



designated hale in the fence. To 
he sure v the tour director •sf one- 
car misread 3/10 mile as rules 
on the last hitch; but soon dis- 
covered t v e error,, and rejoined 
the rest of the party. 

The camp, situated off • the 
highway and across Little Sugar 
River, is in a grove of plies and 
hemlocks interspersed with some 
hardwood. If you are in fine least 
camp-ninde^ 1 , a tour of Helen’s is 
guaranteed to make you want fc o 
find a likely spot and start 
building, 

He were offered a climb up a 
perfectly good near-by mountain 
wit^ a view from the top, but ap- 
parently its attractions couldn’t 
compete with the hammocks and ea- 
sy chairs under the pines. 

After a couple of hours of 
pleasant chatting, our attention 
turned toward supoer, The table 
was laid in the camp living room 
and with its dark' green cloth,va- 
ricolored pottery, and big bowls 
of berries it looked like a pic- 
ture pa ge from Good Housekeeping, 

The beverages provided by tide 
hostess proved to be lemonade and 
coffee - not a choice, but bothj 
Then for dessert. . .blueberries , 
honest-to-goodness wild ones — — 
blackberries, cookies, AND cream 
puffs.. 

Soon after supper some of the 
party set off for the homeward 
trip, while the ovcrnighters took 
their places before a cheerful 
fire for an evening of Canasta. 
Time passed quickly and it seemed 
only a short while until we were 
settled down for the night with 
the whisper of pines as a pleas- 
ant substitute for the in-town 
whir of passing automobiles; 

The next thing we knew , it 
wa3 Sunday morning and time to be- 
gin to think of leaving. First, 
though, a leisurely breakfast, 
and a final chat under the trees. 

Although the early mornin g 
was a hit cloudy the sun soon ccame 
out and made the ride home a 
pleasant ending for a most enjoy- 
able outing. 

Now aren’t you 'sorry you 
missed it? Remember, we "warned 
youj 
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CHANGES AT PLEIAD 
by 

Bill Allard 

On Sunday, the loth of June, 
nine stalwart members gathered 
at Meldon for the trip to Lake 
Pleiad. Vera Perkins' car devel- 
oped a flat tire before we left 
the school, but this was the on- 
ly serious misfortune that oc- 
curred, unless Gary Taylor counts 
his unscheduled dip in the lake 
as a serious misfortune. 

It was a beautiful day for 
the trip up and the short" hike 
in. We found the trail rather 
difficult to follow due to lum- 
bering operations, but soon ar- 
rived at tho camp. Since the 
collapse of the Middlebury sec- 
tion the camp has not been' kept 
up. The roof looks sound , hut 
the windows are out. The porkies 
have gotten in to eat everything 
in sight, including a good deal 
of the . floor; the camp didn’t 
look like a pleasant place to 
stay. 

We continued to the lake and 
found it prettier than ever. It 
seemed cleaner and freer from 
old treetops, etc. Some trees 
have been cut back from the edge 
and it makes the spot better 
lighted. 

After a satisfying midday 
meal, an afternoon of swimming, 
boating, and .iust lying in the 
sun satisfied oven the most en- 
ergetic. Craigue brought in the 
rubber boat, which, together with 
a rowboat already there, provid- 
ed exercise and fun for whoever 
took them out on the lake. Bird- 
watchers had a good chance to ob- 
serve a kingfisher, which flowet- 
ruind the lake, giving its odd 
call and occasionally divine: for 
a fish. 

After a quick trip out to the 
cars, we enjoyod the trip home’ 
through the late afternoon light. 


ALONG THE AUGUST ROADSIDE 

It often scorns that all tho 
glory and attention goes to the 
first spring wildf lowers. By the 
time August comes along we arc 
taking a profusion of wildflowcrs 
more or loss for granted. The 
gorgeous flower show which this 
month puts on for us really des- 
erves more attention. 

We made a list of the flow- 
ers seen in an afternoon's walk 
from Craigue Perkins ' camp to the 
beaver dam a few days ago. This 
list is incomplete as we know wc 
didn't sec thorn all, and there 
\icvc some wc were unable to iden- 
tify then or later. 

Wo are going to give you the 
list and lot all you people who 
take pride in knowing your spring 
wildflowcrs sec how many of these 
you would surely recognize. 

Here is the list:- 
Jewcl wood 
Palo Jewel weed 
Turtle Head 
Yarrow 
wild Lint 
Joc-Pye Wood 
Wild Parsnip 
Bunch Berry -(we saw the 
blossom and the berry 
on plants of this not 
3 ft . apart l ) 

Chicory 
Wild Aster 
Self Heal 
Burdock 
Stick Tight 
Purple Orchid 
White Bancberry 
Rough Bed straw 
Buttercup 
Daisy 

Black- eyed Susan 
Goldcnrod 

We arc willing to venture a 
guess that every one of you 
(hr. Kirk cxcoptcd) have found at 
least one flower on this list 
which is new to you. Are wc right? 


The following was taken t 

from the May issue of CONNECTICUT 
Woodlands. We third: it deservos 
some thought. 
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"LITTERBUGS" AND THEIR CONTROL 
John L. Wright 

i 

The clean-up of roadside 
litter, carelessly or deliberately 
cast along the highways by travel- 
ers, has become a very serious 
highway problem. The almost un- 
believable amount of debris re- 
sulting from a week-end of favor- 
able motoring weather not only 
counteracts the sincere efforts of 
landscape and maintenance engin- 
eers to provide pleasing and 
attractive roadsides; this litter, , 
if not removed from highways , may j 
be a potential factor in the spread* 
of diseases. It frequently clogs j 
drainage ways , and bottles and 
cans hidden in roadside grass may 
cause extensive damage to mowing 
equipment. Furthermore, it is not 
an uncommon sight to see motorists 
changing tires which wore cut on 
the jagged edges of beer cans or 
broken bottles. 

It is, therefore, essential 
to keep the roadside as free of 
debris as possible. This task 
annually costs the highway depart- 
ments thousand of dollars - money 
sorely needed for other highway 
purposes . 

The habit of tossing cigar- 
ette butts out of car windows is 
most serious. It is safe to say 
that at least 75/° of those discar- 
ded cigarotts are lighted - each 
one constitutes a potential fire 
hazard. In wooded areas, innumer- 
able fires destroying a large- 
acreage of valuable timber can be 
attributed directly to this source. 

It can hardly bo expected that 
the day will over come when road- 
side litter is no longer a problem. 
Nevertheless, through intelligent 
programs of public education, this 
problem can be lessened consider- 
ably and cleaner, more attractive 
roadsides, at a lower cost to 
highway departments will result. 


Along the same lino wo quote 
from TRAIL AND TIMBER LINE 

"Patrol For Beauty" 

"The rustic beauty of a camp- 
site location, winding trail, or 
lofty peak top, that wo all appre- 
ciate is sometimes completely 
destroyed by the sight of "tourist 
evidence," such as a tin can, 
candy bar wrapper, worn out shoe 
or wad of tissue. 

"Let us consider the average 
mountain club trip. It is quite 
possible that the most carcfulcampc 
camper will roll down the car 
window and throw out orange- pool, 
klocncx, film container, etc. to 
clutter the road and countryside 
through the mountains. There is 
the false theory that wind, mois- 
ture, other erosion and animals 
will destroy this refuse. Instead, 
the next tourist, camper, or 
climber will see this’ refuse in 
its various rotting stages the 
rest of the season, 

"The following disposal pro- 
cedures meet the needs of an 
aesthetic area. The main object 
is removal or permanent conceal- 
ment of refuse. Burn everything 
combustible such as paper, food 
scraps, and thrown out clothing. 

Tin cans may be burned to destroy 
food traces, then smashed flat. 

If you lunch on the mountain top, 
carry the flattened tins back to 
camp to bury or to put in the 
provided trash container there. 

You have the alternative of de- 
positing them away from the trail 
out of sight. Bo sure they arc 
hidden. Others may wander right 
whoro your footsteps have led. 

"Let's make ourselves a CMC 
patrol for i^ore habitable camping 
areas, aesthetic hiking trails, 
and attractive mountain top scenery,**;^ 1 

Editor's note: The CMC in the 

above refers to Colorado Mountain 
Club. The letters GMC could be 
substituted and the advice followed 
which would load to the improvement 
of our own camps and trails. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Time - Sunday, Sept. 20-9 A.M. 
Place - Wallingford Gulf Road to 
Little Rock Pond 

This is the first of our 
series of three hikes planned to 
cover a consecutive section of 
the Trail. Last fall we did 19 
miles of Trail starting from the 
northern end of the Millington 
Section. This fall we plan to 
cover about the same distance 
from the southern end. 

For this first hike we will 
take the Trail where it crosses 
the Wallingford - E. Wallingford 
highway and follow along to Green- 
wall, White Rocks, and Little Rock 
Pond; then out to cars on the 
highway at Black Branch crossing. 
(Total dist. approx. 9'| mi.) 

This section of Trail, at 
least from Greenwall is new to 
many of us and the Guide Book 
promises fine views. 

It is the iaeal season for 
hiking - cool weather and no 
black flies. Don’t miss this 
opportunity for a good day’s out- 
ing and a chance to cover a size- 
able piece of Long Trail. 

Time - Sunday, October i^th 
Place - Black Branch Crossing to 
Griffith Lake 

Taking up where x-;e left off 
on the previous hike we will con- 
tinue south to Old Job Shelter 
and Griffith Lake, a distance of 
7 miles. From Griffith Lake 
we will take an approach trail 


down the mountain to Rte. 7> south 
of Danby - probably about 3 miles 
more of hiking. 

This day’s trip covers terri- 
tory which once saw more activity 
than it does to-cay. There was 
once a prosperous lumbering vil- 
lage, called Griffith, where Old 
Job Shelter is located. At 
Griffith Lake there was formerly 
a hotel. This should make another 
interesting day. 

WANT SOMETHING NEW ? 

Looking for an excuse to buy 
a new dress or set of dishes? 

Are the children’s overalls getting 
shabby? GMC RUU.AGE SaLE offers 
a chance to kill 2. birds with one 
stone:- gets rid of your older 
things; gives our" customers" some 
needed good bargains; and nets 
some money for Klllington Section 
treasury . START COLLECTING.’ 

Watch for further aetails in 
your October SMOKE and BLaZES. 

MT. CUSHMAN RaINED OUT 

New hikes on our schedule 
seem to run into bad luck - first 
Mt. Aeolus and now Mt, Cushman. 
Never mind, we’ll do them yeti 

COMING NEXT MONTH 

Four Killington Section mem- 
bers made an over-night trip to 
Killington recently. Because of 
lack of space we could not give you 
their report on it this time. You 
will find it in your October issue. 


FIFTY-ONE ATTEND INTER SECT I ONAL 

by 

Dan Jennings, Jr. 

Fay Fuller herself would be 
proud of the genuinely gracious 
hospitality extended to GMCers 
during their Inter sectional meet- 
ing, held at the site of the camp 
bearing her namej Acting hosts 
for the Benn'.ngton Section were 
Mr. and Mrs, Paulson who certain- 
ly did everything possible to 
make our outing a sviccessful and 
comfortable one. 

Much preliminary brush cutting 
and trimming had been done to 
establish a clearing in an old 
abandoned orchard, the site cf our 
tent city. Five sections were 
represented by familiar old tim- 
ers — from Burlington wore Prof, 
and Mrs. Buchanan, Larry and Al- 
berta Doan. From Worcester we re 
Jim Green, Prof, and Mrs. John 
Vondell,iir. and Mrs. Bill Mitch- 
ell, Mr. Storey and others, Kil- 
lington section members included 
Criague and Mary Perkins, Vera 
Perkins, Mary Jennings, Thelma 
Valiquotte, Betty Ball, Bill Al- 
lard, Churchill Scott, and Dan 
Jennings, Jr, From Bennington 
besides the hosts came Miss Har- 
dy and Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett and 
grandchildren . Representing 
Brattleboro were our old friends 
the Dunklees,whom we hadn't seen 
for some time, and three of their 
children. 

The Saturday night campfire 
featured the usual ( but always 
enjoyable ) visiting and telling 
of trail tales , the verity of 
which we never question (?) . 
Larry Dean held us in suspense 
for several minutes with what 
seemed to be a thrilling ghost 
story, but come to find out, he 
was telling it to us only to see 
if anyone could tell him the 
endingi 

As the beautiful near-full 
moon rose over the mountainside, 
Jim Green led us in Kate Smith' s 
theme song (first giving us the 
pitch on his newly made willow 
flute) . Several old favorite 
tunes followed until we discover- 
ed it was after 10:30 and well 


past a good hiker's bed timo. 

Prof. Buchanan failed to 
give us the traditional reveille 
call, and one hiker claimed to be 
disappointed bacaeise she woke up 
purposely just to be sure to hear 
that- horn go off at 5>. 

The day began at dawn as two 
car loads went to Bennington for 
early church service s, A lei- 
surely breakfast hour followed, 
after which "the hikers' 1 ( to be 
distinguished from "the camper s7 
loaded into the back of Mr. Paul- 
son's truck. We expected to re- 
volutionize mountain climbing, 
but this trend in travel didn't 
last all the way. We climbed to 
Thendara camp and then followed 
along the trail to the lookoff 
on Harmon Hill, with its splen- 
did view of Mount Anthony and 
the Bennington valley. Then we 
continued along the trail down 
(and we mean down) the other side 
of the mountain to the highway; 
Jim Green shuttled us back in. re- 
lays to camp, where we feasted 
on corn prepared by Mrs. Paulson 
— and delicious German fried po- 
tatoes,provided by the Bartlett*. 
Both items were meticulously 
served by Mr. Storey. 

Soon tents began to be fold- 
ed, and folks said their goodbyes. 
Thus ends the tale of another 
truly memorable and eon joy able 
weekend. T^e moral of the story 
is: Don't miss the next one] 

ADIRONDACK wEEK-END 
by 

Betty Ball 

The week-end ofmAugh 15-17 
proved perfect for hiking, in 'the - 
Adirondacks. L met a N-.Y. State' 

- friend at Adirondack Loj, about 
9 miles from Lake Placid^. The Loj 
itself is quite 3mall, but there 
arc several lca:i-tos, and campsite 
•' ^onnecaed with it. The setting is 
lovely, right on Hdart Lake, at 
\ the end of the road and with mount 
ains all around it. 

Mt. Jo rises right back of 
the Loj and wc decided to climb 
it, only 700 ft., for sunrise. 

One of the girls in our bunk- 


room and her friend, climbed it 
at 3:30 A.M, but we waited until 
5 A.m, There are two trails up 
Mt, Jo and vie chose the short steep 
one. It was brisk on top and the 
two girls who had been there since 
I).: 30 viere nearly frozen. Although 
there were too many clouds for much 
of a sunrise, there was a fine view 
from the top and Mt, Marcy to the 
left vias clear. The clouds viere 
heavy over the MacIntyre range, 
whose highest peak, Algonquin, vie 
had wanted to climb, so after a 
hearty breakfast we decided on a 
valley walk instead. 

The first two miles were easy, 
a wide woods trail to Marcy Dam 
which is a truly delightful place 
to camp. Five large leant os pro- 
vided camping space for all willing 
to back-pack camping equipment that! 
'far. The trail to Mt, Marcy goes 
off to the left here, a five mile 
climb, but vie headed for Avalanche 
Pass, The excellent trail vient 
along the bank of a rushing stream, 
passed Avalanche Leanto, and then 
headed up the pass. Great boulders 
and tossed tree trunks showed the 
effe cts of past avalanches and 
storms. Avalanche Lake huddled 
between the sheer cliffs of Mt, 
Golden and Caribou, or Avalanche Mt, 
The trail used to be difficult, 
according to the guidebook, in and 
out under boulders. Now it is 
great fun, over bridges, up and 
down ladders, and through a small 
cave. In two places the trail goes 
out over the lake on floating 
bridges. The largest of these is 
called "Hitch-up-Matilda, 11 There 
are several legends as to how it 
got its name. The one I like best 
follows. 

In the early days Indian 
guides led the hikers into this 
wilderness. When they came to 
these fords, there viere no bridges 
then, the guides carried the lady 
hikers on thoir backs through the 1 
water. One Indian had a rather 
stout woman, Matilda, She began 
to slip, so the Indian guide behind 
shouted, , "Hitch-up, Matilda, hitch 


up Iiatilda," So the bridge vias 
called by that name. 

The whole scene here is very 
dramatic and beautiful, Wo turned 
back at the end of Avalanche Lake 
and did the five miles back to 
the Loj in about three hours, just 
ambling along. 

The next day, Sunday, we 
climbed Algonquin, The trail 
wasn’t particularly beautiful un- 
til we came to the evergreens 
which I like, but there viere some 
nice flocks ofbirds, and a laugh- 
able sight of a baby wintcr-wrcn, 
with his tiny tail about as big 
as a fingernail. When vie got to the 
rocky part near tho cone, the trail 
wasn’t too vie 11 marked, but we 
scrambled over the lodges and 
boulders, and finally had a magnif- 
icent vievi. On one side was the 
Lake Placid area, to tho cast the 
Avalanche-strewn slopos of Mt, 
Golden, and farther away, Mt. Marcy, 
the Gothics, and other ranges. 

Little lakes belovi enhancod the 
scone, V/e ate our lunch in a 
grassy spot made vivid by bottlo 
gentians, and startod down tho 
back side of Algonquin, Wo had had 
many versions of thk° trail, some 
describing it as "ghaotly' 1 * 

"rough", or "terribly steep" and 
others as "scenic and fun," Wo 
found it wonderful fun going down, 
but I’d hate to go up it. The 
greater part of the trail is 
along a brook bod, dry at first, 
but plenty of water later. Cas- 
cades and little waterfalls arc 
all along the x>iay, , It vias jump from 
one rock or root tdanothor and step 
dovin all the way. It certainly 
isn’t dull 2 

It vias 3:30 this day when 
wc came out again at Avalanche 
Lake so vie hurried the last five 
mile 3 to the Loj, This makes a good 
eleven mi, circuit, somewhat stren- 
uous, but never difficult, and 
you only climb about 3000 foot. 

Early mornings turned out 
to be good for birding, and 
flocks of warblers included some 
uncommon ones, like mourning 


warbler and bay-breasted. One 
morning a beautiful, white-winged 
crossbill, appeared briefly right 
near the Loj. 

Monday morning we took a 
brief woods walk as wo wanted to 
be off by noon, and went through 
fine woods, I believe virgin 
timber, to the Rocky Falls lean- 
to, by the lovely, cascading, 
clear, Indian Pass brook. A 
longer walk on the trail would 
have brought us to Indian Pass, 
about 6 miles from the Loj, 

There were no Vermonters on 
the register but the place is 
pleasant and easily accessible, 
with both camping and Loj accomo- 
dations, and both good climbs and 
easy x-jalks. The mountains are 
more dramatic of course than 
most of our Green Mts, So I 
think an Adirondack week-end will 
be included in all ray summer 
plans from now on, 

CLARENDON TO WALLINGFORD HIKE 

by 

Arnold R. Swanson 

Fourteen Juniors and four 
Counselors, of the Pathfinder 
Club of the Rutland Seventh-day 
Adventist church, enjoyed a 
splendid over-night hike on The 
Long Trail August l6th and 17th, 

Meeting at ten O'clock in 
the morning wo had all of our 
food supplies and bedding etc. 
packed and down to the beginning 
of the trail (Rutland- Bellows 
Falls highway) by noon. Each 
hiker carrying a bag lunch, we 
entered the trail and sat down 
alongside it and enjoyed a nice 
meal together before starting 
the hike 

Most of the Juniors were 
around 12 years old, but we had 
two that were only 7 , and they 
did an excellent job of hiking 
and carrying their packs. By 
1:15 we were ready and wo start- 
ed across the Mill River bridge. 
Naturally with such a group we 
hiked slowly, and rested quite 
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often. Hj. 1 iwc. 3 r the highway 

to Spring Lake Camp, we met a ' 
lone hiker northbound. Eo had 
spent the night at Buffum, and 
x-jas planning to hike as far as 
Breadloaf Mt. on this trip. It 
was of great interest for each 
Junior to moot a real hiker on 
the Trail, such as wo did. 

At three o'clock we caught 
a glimpse of Spring Lake Camp 
and the Lake. Reaching the camp, 
it was quickly swept out, and 
bedrolls were put in order. Then 
off to the spring for water went 
the water brigade. Several, not 
only xmmtcd x-xator to drink, but 
chose to have a plunge in Spring 
Lake, Now all refreshed, supper 
was prepared and eaten in a manner 
shox-jing that everyone had a good 
appetite. 

At sunset the group gathered 
in the cabin for a song-fost and 
evening worship before retiring. 
Some chose to sleep outdoors, but 
a good shower came up soon after 
the group retired, sojeveryone spent 
the eve filing in the cabin. 

At ip : 30 a.m. the Hikers were 
up. Breakfast was eaten about 
6:00 o'clock. Then a refreshing 
plunge in the lake, packs put in 
readiness and finally at 9:00 a.m, 
wc were off again. 

Blackberries in abundance 
were found on the way to Buffum 
shelter, but still wo had good 
appetites here as wc stopped for 
dinner. 

By 3:00 Monday afternoon, wc 
had all safely hiked to tho 
Wallingford-East Wallingford 
highway, and there wc found trans- 
portation in a short while. 

It was a most pleasant and 
enjoyable experience on Tho Long 
Trail for everyone, Wc were very 
happy for the good trail, the 
camp and shelter provided by tho 
Green Mountain Club, This was 
our fourth hike on The Long Trail 
this sximmor, and wc are looking 
forward to many more in future 
years. 
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RUMhuGE SixLE - FRIDAY, NOV .6 

The cate of our annual Rum- 
ruage Sale has been set and we’ll 
be ready Thursday, Nov . 5th to 
receive all tiiose things you’ve 
assembled for us. x. s usual we 
will be at the Neighborhood Rooms 
from 9 to 5 that day to set 
things up for the sale. 

Why not break down and bring 
in all those things you almost 
gave us last year? Contact your 
relatives, friends, and neighbors 
and see what you can collect from 
them too. Wo will need plenty of 
things to sell to give our treas- 
ury its usual boost. 

If you have things but no 
way of getting them to us, call 
Mary or Craigue Perkins (1383-W) 
before Thursday , Nov . 3th. 

We will need some help both 
in getting ready and in carrying 
on the Sale, so if you can spare 
some time on Thursday , Nov . 5th, 
or Friday , Nov .' 6th~ , please let 
us know. 

REMEMBER - THE SUCCESS OF 
THE S.iLE DEFENDS ON YOUR EFFORTS ! I 

COMING EVENTS 

TIME - Sunday, Oct 18 - 3.30 A.M, 
PLiiCE - Mad Tom Shelter to 
Griffith Lake. 

This is the third and last 
of our "series-hikes" on this 
schedule. With the completion 
of this hike those who have cone 
all three will have covered 21.6 
miles of The Long Trail. 

We will start from Mad Tom 


j and the lunch stop on this one 
will probably be Griffith Lake 
I Shelter - ly.5 mi. from Mad Tom. 

From Griffith Lake Shelter to 
the Lake is .7 mi. and from there 
to the cars, by the Lake Trail is 
3 mi. more - making the day’s 
total 3.2 miles. 

This should be an interesting 
trip as it includes Styles leak 
and Peru Peak. We arc hoping for 
a clear day so wo can enjoy the 
view from Stylos Peak. 

bettor try this one even if 
you cidn’t make the first two. 

TIME -- Sunday, Nov.l - 11 a.M. 
PLn.CE - Tucker Lodge 

Those who have found the last 
few hikes a bit strenuous can relax 
and enjoy this one. Here is a 
chance to spend a good day in the 
open without much effort. 

However, if you feel the urge 
for more exercise, you can reach 
Tucker via the Circle Trail. If 
you still want more, when you leave 
you can hike through on the Blue 
Trail to the road beyond Craigue 
Perkins' camp. 

So, come early or late; take 
it easy or make it as strenuous as 
you like; but join us at Tucker 
anyway for the traditional GMC 
coffee and conversation. 


Charlotte and Eugene Keenan 
are camping for a few days near 
Jay Peak while he is on Forestry 
business in tliat area. They plan 
to climb the mountain itfhilc there. 


GULF ROAD TO BLACK itfUNCH ROAD ^ 

In spite of threatening wea- 
ther, 12 optimists met at the 
Keldon School on Suncay, Sept. 20th 
for the first of the fall "series- 
hikes" . 

We drove to the point where 
The Trail crosses the Gulf road 
and after parking our cars hiked 
south through open pastures to- 
ward Greenwall Shelter. We had 
barely started hiking when the wea- 
ther carried out it3 earlier threat 
and rain apparel was in order. 

After a brief stop at Green** 
wall, which is a short distance 
off The Trail, we retraced our 
steps to The Trail and set out for 
our lunch stop, Little Rock Pond, 
5.2 miles away. 

In spite of the rain which 
continued intermittently, allowing 
us about time enough to partly dry 
off between showers, we enjoyed 
this piece of Trail. It is well 
brushed out through open woods as 
it climbs gradually and continues 
along the ridge of White Rocks Pit. 

Everyone was more than reaay 
for lunch by the time we reached 
the familiar trail near Little Rock 
Pond, About this time the weather 
decided to cooperate. The rain 
stopped and in a supri singly short 
time coffee was ready to serve. 

We 3pent a pleasant hour and 
a half around the campfire before 
completing the lost lap out to the 
highway at Black Branch Crossing. 
There we were met by Pearl IIichol3 
and Eleanor Walker who transported 
the drivers back to the cars on 
the Gulf Road. 

Everyone voted this an easy 
9 miles and went home filled with 
pleasant anticipation of resuming 
the journey in two weeks. 

BLaCK BRANCH ROAD TO GRIFFITH LaKE 

Anothe good Fall hike was en- 
joyed by eight Killington Section 
members on Sunday, October L|.th 
when they hiked from Black Branch 
Road to Griffith Lake. 

While driving down route 7 


toward Danby, a most unusual 
cloud was observed. Through 
dark glasses the colors eaging 
this cloud took on brillant huos. 
Even with the naked eye they 
could be seen but weren't as 
bright as seen through the glasses. 

This stretch of The Long 
Trail is in the Notional Forest 
and is in very good condition. 

It is also, prehaps, one of the 
easiest parts of The Trail to 
hike for the climbs are all grad- 
ual. At Old Job Shelter ^Je met 
two men with a jeep and trailer. 
They offered to give anyone who 
wanted it, a ride to Griffith 
Lake. We all proved to be hikers 
and the offer was not taken. 

By the time we reached 
Griffith Lake, also known as 
Buffum Pond, it looked like rain 
so we decided to oat on the lake 
shore and then be on our way ba ck 
without stopping at the shelter. 

Wc would make that, next or Ip, to 
or from had Tom. 

Wc had just finished lunch 
when a shower pelted us just 
long enough to make us hurry and 
be on our way without giving us 
a chance to investigate or ex- 
plore the upper end of the lake. 

Oh, well, we 'll be back in anoth- 
er few day3 J 

We returned by way of the 
Lake Trail and found it to be 
rather down hilly; a drop of 
over lpOO feet in about three 
miles. We wore glad to be going 
down instead of up. However we 
don't recommend going down any 
trail arm in arm. It '3 apt to 
lead to a bad fall. In fact it 
did 1 (no serious results) 

When we came off the trail 
it was good to see Pearl Nichols ' 
car waiting to take the drivers 
of the hikers back to Black Branch 
Crossing. to pick up their cars. 
Pearl and Eleanor walker came 
along in a few minutes. They had 
been walking up the road a ways. 

We sure are glad to sec these girls 
when we come off the trail. We 
appreciate their services and their 
loyal club spirit. Thanks girls j 


THE FOURSOME CAMP IN LT*Y. STATE ? 

This camping trip makes the 
fifth consecutive Fall Camping 
expedition made by the group of 
GMCers known as the Foursome ; 
namely, Mary Jennings Thelma 
Valiquette, Vera Perkins, and 
Mary Perkins. Past camp sites 
have been located in Vermont and 
New Hampshire State Parks. This 
time the Foursome headed for 
New York state with three loca- 
tions in mind. The idea being 
to select the one that offered 
the best facilities; wood, water, 
and a good place to set up tents. 

We took off in the rain and 
cold at nine thirty, October 7th. 

The weatherman had predicted 
"fair and colder" leather for the 
remainder of the week so wo were 
in an optimistic mood as we drove 
out of Rutland. Our route took 
us north west to Lake Champlain 
Bridge where wc crossed the lake 
and ate a picnic lunch at the 
Crown Point State Park. The 
foleage was beautiful but we 
missed not having the sunshine. 

As we drove on in New York 
state, we sighted one mountain 
peak covered with snow. This 
didn’t bother us for we all had 
double sleeping bags and were sure 
we could keep warm enough. 

Our first inspection tour 
was at Paradox Lake State Park. 

The water had been turned off 
here, and there was no wood a- 
vailablo. The camp site was not 
to our liking so we drove on to 
Sharp Bridge State Park. Here, 
again, wc were disappointed - 
no wood, no water, but we did 
like the pine grove setting. 

It was four P.M. When we 
reached Eagle Point on Schroon 
Lake. The water was on and there 
were plenty of good camp sites. 

The caretaker could not supply 
us with wood but told us where 
we could get slash from a lumber 
mill near by. It had stopped 
raining by this time. We set up 
the tents and then two of the 


campers went to get the wood. They 
loaded the trunk of the car with 
all it would take of wet, no good 
wood, but perhaps better than 
nothing. 

Mary Jennings and Thelma 
deserve credit for getting such 
a good dinner that night on a 
smoky fire that refused to malic 
coals for cooking. We ate inside 
the big tent by the light of the 
gasoline lantern, then cleaned up 
camp and played canasta until ten- 
thirty, By that time wo were a 
little chilly, had a cup of hot 
cocoa and crawled into our bags. 

The next morning after the 
camp chores were done, we wont in 
to Pottersvillc , about five miles 
from camp, to see if wc could buy 
some dry wood. We were lucky. 

For one dollar and a half we pur- 
chased enough to fill the trunk 
of the car with some of the best 
fire wood wc over had. Back at 
camp vjc built a roaring fire, 
toasted ourselves for a while, 
had a light lunch and then went off 
to bask in the sun. It was too 
cool down by the lake so we found 
a sunny location up near the en- 
trance of the Park and spent a 
few hours there until it was 
time to go back to start dinner. 

The food on those outings 
is something to write home about 1 
Mary Jennings and Thelma know 
their outdoor cooking l l Wish 
there was space enough here to 
list the menus - we’d have you 
drooling 1 

Two games of canasta were 
played on the second night out . 

Wc set the card table close to the 
fire and took turns roasting our- 
selves i Wc popped corn, had some 
fire -side chat and turned in about 
midnight . 

The third day, Friday, bright 
and a little warmer, was somewhat 
similar to the previous day except 
wc didn’t have to go into town for 
wood, Wc varied the program a bit 
by going on a picnic down by the 
lake. Two of the campers missed 
not going to town so when wc had 
lantern trouble, they wont in to a 


garage to get it fixed. They sure 
did get good service and arc now 
ready to add New York stato to 
the list of states of friendly 
people. Canasta was played again 
and we should mention the champs; 
Mary J, and Thelma, These games 
arc never taken seriously though 
of course it is fun to win, 

Saturday was to bo our last 
day at camp but that didn't hurry 
us. We took our time about break- 
fast, had hair sots for those in 
need of them, packed a picnic 
lunch and then started to break 
camp. At one o'clock we started 
for home and varied the route a 
little. 

We took a cross road over 
to tho top of Lake George where 
we ate lunch at Rogers Rock State 
Park, This is one to add to our 
collection. We liked it very 
much. At Ticondcroga we were 
back on our old route , It was 
getting toward sunset when we 
crossed Champlain so we drove a- 
cross the bridge as slowly as 
possible to enjoy tho view. We 
reached Rutland about six P.M. 
entirely satisfied with our camping 
trip and with the thought, "whore 
will the Foursome go camping 
next year ?" 

A TRIP TO KILLINGTON 

Bill Allard, Craiguc Perkins, 
Barbie Allard, and Martha Hakins 
left Rutland at Ij.; 30 one after- 
noon and drove to Browers Corners 
to hit the trail for Millington 
and an overnight. 

The trail was better than we 
had expected to find it. Someone 
had painted a few blazes and tho 
worst brush had been cut. Due to 
the dry season there was no water 
along the trail and wo feared tho 
spring at the camp night be dry, 
but all was well when wo pulled .... n 
into the clearing just before dark, 

Cooper Lodge was clean and 
a good supply of wood was on 
hand, but on this expedition we i 
burned no wood, A pint of kero- j 


, sene in the Primus stove cooked 
! the meals and heated all the dish 
| water. 

Supper consisted of a huge 
macaroni salad (Orilla Allard), 
pears, cocoa, and filled cookies 
(Isaboll Hakins), The men folks 
washed the dishes. About nine 
o'clock we set out for the peak, 
taking an extra flashlight, 
jackets, and one sleeping bag for 
padding the rocky summit. 

Because of the misty atmos- 
phere we could see nothing fur- 
ther away than Rutland, But the 
stars were all out and sure enough 
the moon camo up rod in the north 
cast. Some shooting stars were 
seen. About 11:30 the wind be- 
gan to feel a little too cool 30 
we stumbled back do\m to the camp. 

And so to bed. 

Up at 6:30 to a breakfast of 
sausage and griddlccakc. Again 
the mon folks did the dishes. 

Then up to the peak again to spend 
most of tho day in the sun. The 
seeing was very poor but time was 
spent exploring the rocks, and 
looking at the lumber operations 
on each side of the mountain. One 
hiking party came by camp about 
noon but didn't visit tho peak. 

We heard another group for some 
time but they never appeared. 

At 3 00 we went down for 
dinner of hamburgs and potato, 
with peaches for desert, and more coo 
cookies. This time the ladies 
washed the dishes* 

After a good clean-up wo 
started back to the car. Being 
somewhat delayed by ripe black- 
berries, we didn't arrive home 
till about eight o'clock. 

Other highlights of this trip 
included: 1, On the way we saw 
two porkics. Billy went out 
after we reached camp and killed 
one, 2, The liver ofiBilly's 
porky. 3» The largo 'flock of 
Crossbills eating with a chipmunk, 
ij.. Martha's first trip to Millington. 
5, Barbie's first trip sleeping 
overnight. 



COMING EVENTS 

TIME Sunday, Nov. 1 $ - 10 A.M. 
PLACE Bald Mt. 

Here is an old favorite 
back on the schedule after an 
abscnco of several years. This 
trip is one especially well 
known for its unpredictability. 

We have been in December when we 
enjoyed an afternoon of sunning 
on the rocks in balmy spring 
temperature. On the other hand, 
Bald Mt. was also the scene of 
the oft-told experience of cof- 
fee freezing in the cups before 
we could drink it - likewise in 
December 1 

We can’t vouch for the con- 
dition of the trail, at the time 
of the last first hand reports 
it was far from good. So, come 
prepared for anything. At least 
it shouldn’t be dull. 

Time - Sun., Nov. 29 - 9:30 A.M, 
Place - Blue Ridge 

This is just about the most 
adaptable outing you could find. 
In the first place the weather 
doesn’t matter - if it isn’t 
good for hiking we can just 
change to an indoor outing and 
enjoy the hospitality of Mary 
and Craiguc Perkins’ camp. 

For those who want to hike 
some but arc not in mountain 
climbing mood or condition, 
there arc plenty of walks of 
varying distances and interests 
around camp. 

Those who do hike up the 
mountain will enjoy one of the 


most rewarding views in comparison 
with the amount of energy expend- 
ed that can be found anywhere. 

Everyone can be assured of a 
warm cozy place to relax and en- 
joy lunch after hiking, and any 
who would like to join us just for 
this part of the program will be 
most welcome. 

What more could one outing 
offer ? 

Time - Saturday, December 12th. 
PlaCv, - Bccchwood - Covered Dish 
Supper. 

This eating-party has become 
so well established as an annual 
cvuiit that it no longer soems to 
need much explanation. 

For the benefit of any who 
may have missed it or who have 
poor memories we'll outline the 
general proccodurc. 

Since it’s a "covered-dish" 
affair those planning to attend 
should call in stating the number 
in their party and getting their 
assignment as to what to bring. 
Call by Saturday A.M. at the 
latest (Vera Perkins - 1910 ) - an 
earlier call will be appreciated. 

It helps in many ways if 
each person brings his own plate, 
cup, knife, fork, and spoon. So 
tic a string around your finger 
and try to remember them. 

The latch string will bo out 
and the home fires burning any 
time after 2 P.M. If you come 
early you can get in a hike or 
just relax. The grand tour around 
the supper table will start at 
6:30 P.M. 

For the evening program this 


we have the opportunity to view u. 
a collection of coloree slices 
loanee by William and Raymond 
Bartlett of Salisbury; Conn. 

These brothers, one of whom is 
now a medical student in Conn., 
recently received their "^nd-to 
enders'" award and these pic- 
tures were taken all along The 
Trail . 

We guarentee you won't be 
sorry if you come - unless you 
eat too much. 

I 

RU11.AGE SALE NETS £-98.08 

J 

Once again the Rummage Sale 
has added a tidy little sum to 
our treasury. Each year we won- 
der where the material for the 
next sale is coming from but each 
year finds us with a good supply. 
This is entirely due to our loy- 
al members and good frienas who 
remember to save for us during 
the year. For several years this j 
comparatively painless method of 
raising money has helped us ma- 
terially in carrying out our pro- 
jects. Our thanks to all of you 
who have helped make these sales 
successful. 

We want to say an extra 
"thank you" to Isabelle Hakins, 
Thelma Valiquette, Liriam ^ell, 
and Eleanor walker who answered j 
our call for volunteers to help 
in carrying on the sale. 

ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Latest report from Janet 
and Jack hart in is that they are 
spending Jack’s current 1 5 day 
leave in England and Scotland, 

Jan and Jack are certainly 
talcing advantage of every opportu- 
nity to see the country around 
about. The latter part of the 
summer they spent a leave in 
Switzerland. This trip included 
the Black Forest, cern, Orendel- 
wald, which Jan describes as a 
"story-book town high in the 
mountains with its Bavarian type 
houses perched high on the hill- 


sides", over the Susten Pass and 
down into William Tell country, 

Lake Lucerne and Lake Constance. 

Janet writes that in a small 
town near Bern they stayed in a 
"Gasthof" with no running water 
but nice and clean, where the 
charge of about $5 for two includ- 
ed dinner, overnight, and break- 
fast - and for dinner they had 
steak.’ 

They cidn’t get to do any 
mountain climbing as the weather 
wasn't cooperative at the right 
times. However, they did some walk- 
ing as they planned to arrive at 
each overnight stop in time for a 
couple hours walk about the sur- 
rounding country before dinner. 

HAD TOII TO GRIFFITH LAKE 

b y 

Helen Bailey 

Sunday, October 18, six cars 
(three with passengers and three 
with drivers only) left Leldon 
School for what was to most of us 
a "mystery hike". We proceeded 
south beyond Danby to the marble 
quarries. Here we took a dirt 
road cast to a group of abandoned 
houses where we in turn abandoned 
three of our cars. Their drivers 
climbed in the other three cars 
and we headed north again to Danby, 
where we took the road over I.t . 

Tabor to Hapgooa Pond and thence 
to Lad Tom Shelter. Here we park- 
ed two cars, dismissed one (Pearl's) 
and set out along The Long Trail 
to Styles lea];. After guessing 
at the identity of several haze- 
shrouded mountains, we went down 
again and up over another mountain 
which we were told was Peru, but 
which the sign-post said was 
Lt. Tabor, dropping down from 
there on Griffith Lake Shelter, 
idler e we enjoyed our lunch and a 
rest . 

All who would were encourag- 
ed to drink water. The others 
shared one teaball and two or 
three toaspoonfuls of Nescafe, 

The group of thirteen included 
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four younger members who, fortu- 
nately, had brought their own 
drinks, so everyone appeared to 
be satisfied. 

'We then continued to Grif- 
fith Lake to which we could give 
but scant attention duo to the 
rapidly sinking sun. Shortly af- 
ter leaving the lake wo come to 
the cut over the crest of the 
range and for the rest of the way 
down had a bre a tht aiding three -\;ay 
view - a. straight domi at the 
valley at our feet; b. across the 
ravine to the opposite slope 
which was covered with white 
birches; and c. straight ahead to 
the west hills bathed in the set- 
ting sun. Although wo had scuff- 
ed most of the way through the 
fallen leaves, they were still on 
the trees here and added greatly 
to the effectiveness of the scene. 
We were told we were following 
the bed of an ancient railroad, 
and, as the angle of descent 
forced our toes against the end 
of our boots, we almost wished it 
were still there. However all 
made it out to the road in good 
season and two of the cars took 
off immediately for home. The 
other car took two of us back to 
I-iad Tom via Lanchcster and Feru, 
then home through Weston. Every- 
one agreed that the third and 
last of this year’s ‘‘series 1 ' had 
been a real success. 

TUCKER LODGE 

by 

llaude Canty 

The weather-man promised 
Sunday, Hov. 1st to be a bright, 
clear day and so it was, off and 
on - a pretty day in the woods 
with the cvcrchanging shadows. 

Fourteen hikers met at the 
Hcldon School and late comers 
swelled our number to twenty be- 
fore we left Tucker Lodge, while 
waiting for the group to collect, 
two young gentlemen (teen-agers) 
stopped by and asked to join our 
ranks. We waited while they went 


home for their lunches and swapped 
church clothes for others. 

It was our good fortune to 
have our friends from the Wor cos- 
ter Section, Jim and Frances Green 
and Bill Kitchcll, with us - 
Craiguc wouldn’t have been able 
to repair Tucker roof had not 
Jim Green been on the other end 
of the pole holding the cement for 
him. 

Found the Lodge in good con- 
dition, it made some of us wish 
that we could stay and take some 
hikes from there, corning back to 
Tucker each night for supper and 
a cosy time around the fire, momc 
day wo hopo to do just that. 

Docs evorone know that one 
doesn’t disturb a flower or a 
grasshopper found on The Trail* 

A lone little violet that dared 
to bloom on this November day is 
still fresh and fragrant here in 
the city. Count that day lost 
if something isn’t learned. 

Evcr2ronc seemed to be having 
a good time rambling around search- 
in' - : for checkorberrics or ferns 
for their respective greeneries. 

It wasn 1 1 too long before 
the coffee xvas iust right, groups 
collecting for cats, some out of 
doors and others inside at the 
table. Isabelle Hakins treated 
us all to one of the nicest cakes 
and did it taste good. 1 

That good old coffee pot 
still shines, regardless of past 
arguments for and ’agin’ keeping 
it scrubbed and shiny. 

The teen-agers proved to be 
good campers, taking their turn 
in getting up the wood pile. 

Future members^ who knows V 

hissed seeing more of our 
other members - the ttjo Larys, 
(Jennings and i-erkins), ‘‘T’ 1 and 
Harold Valiquette, Diane and George 
Conlin, and others, 

v/c all agreed that The Long 
Trail is the best way to travel 
and see our mountain tops but 
the man power needed for keeping 
the trails open depends on the 
faithful few. 
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IF LOSi IN THF WOODS f jrfhon you see a plane, remem- 


You could get lost in the 
woods l It could happen, but it 
is very unlikely on a regular 
scheduled GMC hike with a group 
such as usually attends. However, 
because this could happen, we 
feel it might be helpful to give 
a little advice on this subject. 

If you are ever lost in the 
woods, don’t get panicky, a 
person inexperienced in the 
woods is liable to get scared and 
tramp along through the under- 
brush until he drops from ex- 
haustion, It is much better to 
sit still for a while and ana- 
lyze the situation. In this way 
you won't break any bones or 
tire yourself out. 

Don't worry about wild 
animals. Any animal near you 
would be just as scared of you ap 
you * are of him. He would hasten 
to get out of your way. 

When you have discovered 
that you arc lost, look around 
for some landmarks, like a stream 
or telephone or electric light 
line. 

Don't try to cut across 
country. Most people unused to 
the woods find themselves walk- 
ing in circles. 

Walk downhill. When you 
find a stream or power lino, 
follow its downward course. It 
will lead you to open valleys, 
settlements or highways. 

Don't travel by night. 

Travel at night in woods you don't 
know may load you to dangerous, 
rough terrain. 

If you can locate open 
fields or clearings in woods, 
stay there. Searchers, especial- 
ly airplane searchers, could 
see you there more oasilly than 
in the thick woods. 

Clear an area of inf larama- 
blc material and build a signal 
fire to send up smoke. Make 
sure the fire is out when you ioi-v- 
leave. 


ber everyone waves his arms at an 
airplane so to attract attention, 
signal in some different manner, 

A shirt or largo kerchief with a 
color contrasting with the ground 
could be used to good advantage. 
Another method of attracting an 
airplane's attention is to flash 
a polished cigarette case or 
mirror. 

It is comforting to know 
that the Department of Public 
Safety, The State Director of 
Aeronautics, the Fish and Game 
Department, State Forester, Civil 
Air Patrol and local lav; and 
forest groups all join in searches 
for lost persons. 

In addition to radios in all 
state police car3, each state 
police area has at least one 
smaller "handy- talkie" for use in 
searches through the woods. 

With searches so well organ- 
ized on the ground and in the air, 
a person lost in the woods has 
little to worry about if he follows 
the above advice and keeps his 
head. He will bo found very 
shortly. 

Of courso the bost rule to 
follow in regard to woods walking 
is, Don't Get Lost, It is always 
a good plan to hike with at least 
one other person. When you arc 
with a group, never got too far 
out of sight or sound of the 
group. 

Some people like to walk 
alone in the wood3. If you arc 
one of those people, know your 
area, and keep on a well marked 
trail or path. 

Whereas being lost in the 
woods for a few hours or overnight 
may not cause any great hardship 
on the individual, it might be 
well to give some thought to the 
folks at home who would be going 
through mental torture. So, 
don't get lost. But if you do, 
keep your head and you'll soon 
*bc found. 



COMING EVENTS 

TIME - Saturday, January 2nd 
PLACE - Spring Lake 

Please make especial note 
of the date and place of this 
one. It is a Saturday trip and 
was planned with the hope that 
some of our absent members, home 
for the holida3'3, might attend. 

The place is changed from 
that shown on your schedule care, 
i/e 'vc- shifted dates with the 
Clarendon trip. The reason for 
this is that since the problem 
of moving Spring Lake Camp arose, 
we heard, via our private grape- 
vine, that some members would be 
willing to help if any work was 
to be done on it during the holi- 
days. Vie couldn 't . afford to pass 
up an opportunity like that -- so 
Sat., Jan. 2nd is a chance for a 
good get-together and also to 
get some needed work done at 
Spring Lake Camp. 

rt'o ’re setting the starting 
time at 9 A.L. but any who can’t 
make it then may come along at 
their convenience. 

Coming as it does the day 
after hew Year’s you should be 
recovered from your New Year 's 
Eve celebration and ready for a 
day in the open. Join us for a 
day of fun and work. Let’s make 
it a record turn-out. 

TIME - Sunday', January 17th 
1LACE - Clarendon Lodge 

Wc haven't had as many 
scheduled trips to Clarendon 
Lodge as such a fine shelter 
would seem to warrant. However 


xje 'vc been saving this for winter 
as it is so perfectly adapted to 
such outings. 

jc shall hope for sno\^ at 
this time as this is an iceal 
snowshoe trip. It is short enough 
to be accessible to practically 
everyone yet there ore opportuni- 
ties for as extensive a trip os 
the most ambitious could wish for. 

It is a pleasant spot for a 
day's outing even minus the snow, 
so, whatever the weather, plan 
on spending Sunday, January 17th 
with us at Clarendon Lodge. 

BALD MT. TRIi 
by 

u 

Helen Field 

On ITovcmbcr 1 $ , nine of us 
brave souls, wearing red hats, 
kerchiefs, and jackets, to warn 
the hunters that x>rc were people 
and not animals, set out to 
scale the heights of Bald Lt. 

Being slightly out of con- 
dition, I thought this would be 
an easy trip for me, but there 
were so many windfalls on the 
upper half of the trail that I 
think we climbed more miles over 
i and under than we did up and 
down and round about. Our main 
trouble was that wo all followed 
Craigue like a flock of sheep 
and he followed his nose. V/o 
should have picked a man with a 
straighter nose. There was no 
chance of finding the north side 
of a tree by the moss growing on 
it, because the trees were point- 
ing' in every direction. 

Finally we did find a clear- 
ing and we were able to get our 
bearings from that. By follow- 
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ing along the top of the ridge 
we managed to retrace our steps 
to the top of the mountain. 

Barbie Allard proved to be 
an expert fire-maker. The two 
men went after water while the 
rest of us gathered more wood. 

The view was a little hazy 
but it is always nice to bo on 
top of a mountain looking down 
at the rest of the world anyway, 
and the weather was unusually 
warm for the time of year. 

We found our way back much 
easier than we expected, picking 
up the trail again about half 
way down. 

Two conclusions were reach- 
ed before our journey was over - 
one is that wc could stand to 
have a lot of work done on that 
trail by someone who is really 
ambitious, and the other is that 
the shortest distance between 
two points is, but definitely, a 
straight line. 

However, wo parted with the 
same thoughts we always have aft- 
er a Gl-iC trip, no matter what the 
destination - we all had fun and 
we all want to go again. 

BLUE RIDGE AGAIN 

The weather looked somewhat 
unpromising on Sunday, Nov. 29th 
when 12 hikers met at the heldon 
School to start for Blue Ridge 
via Craiguo terkins 1 camp. How- 
ever only one lazy-bones used the i 
excuse of "slippery walking and 
probably no view" as an excuse 
for spending the morning loafing 
cozily at camp. (It was perfect l ) 

Both these premonitions prov- 
ed to be true and with no view 
to lure thorn to linger, and tho 
trail slippery enough so they 
could slip instead of walk most 
of the way down, the hikers made 
the trip in record time. 

During their absence the 
party had been increased by now 
arrivals so that by lunch time 
there wore 17 of us. During the 
afternoon three more people hiked 


in for a short visit thus making 
a good total attendance for a 
gray, November a ay . 

Actually it was a fine day to 
hike or be at camp. Hiking around 
the woods in the afternoon we 
found the evergreens still dust- 
ed with the light snow which had 
fallen tho previous night. The 
weather was not cold but just 
crisp enough to make camp especial- 
ly inviting after a hike. 

Just a3 the early ausk was 
settling down wc left for home, 
reluctant, as always, to leave 
camp and bring to an end another 
good GMC outing. 

COVERED DISH SUIIER 

The usual hungry crowd (4 1 ) 
was on hand at Bocchwood to col- 
lect their suppers from a well 
lad.cn table. A few arrived in 
time to enjoy a nice afternoon out- 
doors or a chat by the fire, but 
the crowd really assembled at the 
supper hour. It was once more ev- 
ident that Kill ing ton Section GhC 
has good cooks as well as hikers. 

The dishes wore so empty at the 
end of the first course that we 
feared some might have to go home 
hungry. By the time the cakes, 
pics, and cookies had appeared and 
disappeared, however, we were no 
longer worried. 

After the clean-up hubbub sub- 
sided, which process, incidentally, 
seemed to get done in record time, 
we enjoyed colored views of The 
Long Trail. Our thanks to Fred 
Field for procuring the slides and 
equipment, and showing them for us. 

W c were glad that harge Allard 
was home for the weekend. We sure- 
ly appreciated her efficient help 
in serving supper . Thanks are duo 
also to our over willing dish-washer 
Eleanor Walker, and to the many 
others who cheerfully helped in 
serving and clearing up. 

It’s working together at these 
parties which helps to make them so 
much fun. We'll be looking forward 
to this same event next year. 


SPRING LAKE CAMP TO BE TAKEN DOWN 

When the Spring Lake Camp 
project was started Hr. Ralph" 
Congdon of Wallingford gave us 
permission to place the Camp on 
his property. The x^alls and some 
of the rafters of the Camp came 
from the abandoned Blue Triangle 
Camp near the present Clement 
Camp. They were trucked to the 
end of Spring Lake, taken across 
the ice on sleds and toboggans, 
and laboriously carried up the 
steep hill to the campsite. About 
$100. worth of new lumber for 
the roof, floor and bunk, plus 
roofing paper and stove were 
carried by hand a quarter of a 
mile from the head of truck traf- 
fic south of the Camp. The con- 
struction period extended over 
about two years. 

During this time two sugges- 
tions were made to Hr, Congdon 
for the protection of his proper- 
ty, One x<jas that he purchase at 
the Club»s expense '‘Keep off" 
signs to be posted around his 
camp on the lake so that people 
from the Trail would not annoy 
him by hanging around his camp, 
dock, or boats. Another sugges- 
tior^was that he build a tight, 
locked cover for his spring at 
Club expense to prevent thought- 
less campers from dipping out of 
his supply. He did not adopt 
either of these suggestions. 

Since the completion of the 
Spring Lake Camp it has generally 
been found to be in better than 
average condition as regards 
cleanliness , 

Without preliminary warning 
or discussion, iir Congdon has 
suddenly ordered the Killington 
Section to remove the Spring Lake 
Camp from his property by March 

1 , 1951 +. 

Jim Green of the Worcester 
Section consented to talk the 
matter over with Mr. Congdon, Ho 
did so and reported that the 
trouble seemed to be caused by a 
long scries of minor irritations, 
Mr, Congdon stood by his ultimatum. 


The Section Executive Committee 
met and proceeded to take stops to 
comply with Mr, Congdon* s demand, 
Vera Perkins, George Coni on, and 
Emil Boscilli called on Mr, Wayne 
Sarcka of Spring Lake Ranch, 
Permission was given to reestablish 
the Camp on the flat about one-half 
mile south of its present location,. 
The spot selected has a good out- 
look and a spring nearby. The wood 
road to the site will be closed 
after reconstruction is finished. 

The present plan is to take 
down the old camp with as much care 
as possible. The roof, floor, and 
bunk boards, all new lumber, can 
certainly be salvaged. Then uc 
will decide whether the old side 
sections arc worth the expense and 
labor of moving, or if it would bo 
better to put more money into new 
sides and rafters. 

Regardless of whether or not 
wc think Mr, Congdon was justified 
in taking the action hed did, in the 
way he did, this episode should 
bring about a long needed change in 
our attitude toward the GMC trails 
and shelters in our Section at least 
Wo have been entirely too non- 
chalant about the maintenance and 
protection of our facilities. 

Hikers, campers, piclcniccrs, hunters 
fishermen, Scouts, and commercial 
resorts use our trails and shelters 
without realizing that they them- 
selves have any responsibility for 
their care. Many who know and uso 
the Trail never heard of The Green 
Mountain Club. 

Certainly our facilities 
should be open to the public with- 
out restriction as to "who," but 
there should be more definite 
restriction as to "how". Land 
owners have given us the privilago 
of having the Trail cross their 
property and of maintaining camps. 

It is our duty to do everything 
possible to prevent the abuse of 
this privilago. 

We should maintain in every 
Camp an official register in 
which all persons using the Trail 
arc required to register. This 
register should contain tho rules 


for the use of the Camp, The reg- 
isters should be uniform in style 
and marked as the property of the 
Club, Persons found in Camps with- 
out having registered should be 
required to leave. The rated 
capacity of the Camp should be 
stated and all comers up to this 
capacity should be allowed entrance ( 
A regular systematic patrol 
system of our trails and camps 
should be maintained with as great 
a frequency as conditions and man- 
power permit. This would lead to 
early knowledge of bad trail con- 
ditions or need of camp repairs. 

We can not expect the public 
to take an interest in the main- 
tenance of our trails and shelters 
unless w e show a greater interest 
in t&em ourselves. Let ’ s let the 
public know that somebody does cark, 


ilotice of the date of the annual 
meeting will be given in the next 
issue of SMOKE & BLAZES, 

Wo photography contest will be 
held this year as there has not. - . 
been enough interest in picture 
taking on any of the hikes. 
However, Janice Catozzi, chairman 
of Photography will bo glad to 
receive any pictures a member 
might wish to contribute to the 
Section’s album. 

Mary Perkins and Prescott VanVlcct 
have boon appointed to serve on 
the Nominating Committee, 

The staff of SMOKE & BLAZES takes 
this opportunity to wish all its 
readers a Happy Christmas, 

This brings to mind the point that 
tho original staff members of this 
paper, Vera, Mary, and Craigue 
Perkins are still on tho job after 
five years of writing the nows of 
Killington Section month after 
month. We thank the many members 
who have contributed stories to 
the columns of the piper. 

SMOKE & BLAZES is published at 
129 Bellevue Avc,, Rutland, Vt, 


'WALKING AND CAMPING ETIQUETTE" 
(from Appalachian Trailway Nows) 

"PRIVATE PROPERTY: Respect it as an 
uninvited guest; leave gates, fence 
signs, intact. Pick no cultivated 
fruit; damage no timber, 

WILD FLOWERS: Pick none; let others 
enjoy them too, 

FIRES: Make them small and safe on 
mineral ground. Put "deadout", 
smothered, before leaving, 

DON’T SMOKE WHILE WALKING trails; 
wait until you rest, 

DON’T DROP LITTER, cans, paper, or 
glass on trail; hide it, 

GREEN TREES: Cut none. Don’t 

waste wood. CONSERVE, 

LUNCH AND CAMPSITES: Leave them 

cleaner than found, 

MARKING TRAILS: Don’t paint, or 

axe cut any existing trails or 
make new ones, 

MARKERS AND SIGNS: Don’t destroy 

them, 

FALLEN BRANCHES: Develop the 

habit of removing them. 

FIREARMS AND DOGS: Leave them 

home for safety’s sake, 

FOLLOW THE GOLDEN RULE TOWARD 
MEN AND NATURE. 

These suggestions would seem 
clemontry but it is astonishing to 
| find how many persons do not ob- 
serve one or more of thorn," 

FLAME LESS HEATING 

The Army has recently developed a 
flameless heating unit for warming 
canned rations. The experimental 
fuel unit is wrapped around the 
canned food, ignited, and heats the 
contents to the propper temper- 
ature . 



snoKC^ 
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ANNUAL l-EETIAG 

KILLINGTON SECTION 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23rd 
7:30 P.L. 

The Annual Meeting of our 
section will be held on Saturday 
evening, January 23rd, at the 
Reserve Officers ijrmorv on Court 

V 

Square. Pres, George Conlon ad- 
vises that the meeting will be- 
gin exactly at 7 : 30 P . Our 
good friend and club member, 

Fr. Wilbur ^radc.er, will be on 
hand to give us a showing of col- 
ored slides from his collection. 
This entertainment will be the 
first event on the evening’s 
program as hr. Bradder has to go 
on to another meeting. This 
makes it necessary to start our 
meeting promptly. So, don't 
forget that the meeting will 
start at 700 I.L. whether yoii 
are there or not. You won't 
want to miss any of the slides 
so be on tine . 

Following the enter tainment 
the business meeting will be 
held. This will include commit- 
tee reports, election of officers, 
and discussion of plans for the 
coming year. 

Last, but by no means least, 
refreshments will be servedi un- 
der the direction of Jan Catozzi. 
Remember it's standard proceedure 
to bring your own cup . 

Let’s make it a real get-to- 
gether of hikers and non-hikers. 

If you knoxtf of a prospective mem- 
ber why not bring him .along as a 
guest? 


A YEAR OF CUT I AG 3 

The outing held at Clarendon 
Lodge, Sunday, brings to a close 
another year’s outing schedule. 

Here are a few items summarized 
from the yoar’s hiking activities. 

Exclusive of the Sugar Party 
and the Covered Dish Supper (.utt. on 
these totaled 91), there was a 
total attendance of 290 on hike 
outings. This makes an average 
of 13 plus per outing. (Don’t ^<ek 
vrho the plus is we haven't found 
out yet.) There we re 35 'different 
people who participated in these 
hikes . 

Y/c didn’t dare get so person- 
al as to a3k the ago of our oldest 
hiker but we can give you data on 
the youngest division. Tormr and 
■rcter Field camped with us on the 
lith of July trio, and on our re- 
cent Spring Lake hike David Perkins, 
age 3k' > made the trip doing his 
own hiking which totaled a good 
3 miles during the day. 

The largest attendance was 
at the Spring Lake outing follow- 
ing the parent club's annual meet- 
ing in June 1953* Curiously en- 
ough, the attendance of 25 on that 
one Included only 2 killington 
Section members i The next largest 
total was 23 also at Spring Lake 
in January 1953* Prize for the 
smallest attendance goes to the 
Killington hike via the Juggernaut 
trail with only 4 hikers . 

Three hikes were completely 
rained out, one an old favorite. 

Bird ht . , and two new ones. At. 
Aeolus and I-it . Cushman. This 


1 


Gimi3Tiui3 III 


brings up the question of, when 
is a hike rained out't The gen- 
eral slogan is that Killington 
Section hikes, rain or shine - 
laov/evcr in actual practice if it 
rains sufficiently hard before we 
start to make the foolishness of 
going so evident as to be inesca- 
pable, we consider the hike “rain- 
ed out" and stay home, anything 
that coraes up in the way of wea- 
ther once wc *re started doesn't 
count . 

For special trips we liad.- 
thc kth of July camping trip with 
7 hikers and 7 campers, when we 
did the 19*5 Eli. of Trail between 
Ilazen's Notch and barker Camp; 
the trip into N.II. to Nolen 
Bailey's Camp; the fall "series 
hikes" which covered a total of 
21. G mi. of Trail, on which there | 
were G who did the complete series; 
the Intersections! at ray Fuller 
Camp which brought out 9 killing- 
ton Section members. 

All those statistics have 
prohaps no special significance 
except to point up the outing pro- 
gram of the section and make us 
aware that more peoplo arc enjoy- 
ing the outings than vc realise 
when wc consider each one alone. 

iJIIERE ARE YOUR PICTURES ? 

Photography Chairman, Janice 
Catozzi, reports that she has re- 
ceived very few pictures lately 
for the Section's picture album. 

Wc all enjoy looking over 
these albums but it takes a con- 
tinual supply of pictures to keep 
them going. If each hiker could 
provide even one snapshot t alien 
on an outing during 1953 it would 
give us a good picture record for 
the year. 

The annual meeting would be 
a good time to bring these pic- 
tures to Janice. Remember she 
will take your film and have a 
print made for the book or if you 
prefer to bring in the print she 
will reimburse you. Look one up 
now and bring it Saturday evening. 


GBR1J.NY 

News from Jan and sack martin 
tells of the pleasant and interest- 
ing Christmas day which they spent 
in the home of a German family in 
Offenburg. Jan wrote," German 
Christmas is much like ours except 
that they eat and drink continu- 
ously - coffee and cake (not frost- 
ed fortunately), wine and cookies, 
dinner of soup, meat, potatoes, 
vegetables, bread and butter, with 
wine or beer and home canned fruit 
to top it off - then coffco with 
cake and cookies and then you 
start over with wine again. For 
each change they use a different 
tablecloth - that is, the regular 
cover does for tho wine, a plastic 
one for coffee, and a i;hitc one 
for meals.' 1 

Janet's family had correspon- 
dence with this family as a C*-AE 
family for several years, ohc 
and Jack had visited them earlier 
in the ye ar and were fortunate 
enough to be invited back for 
Christmas . 

WINTER BIRDS 

If you have a bird feeder 
and have been seeing a bird look- 
ing like an overgrown sparrow but 
with white stripes and white over 
its eye, it is probably a purple 
finch (female), accorc.ing to our 
bird enthusiast, Betty Ball, The 
male of this 3pccics is easily 
recognised as it is a raspberry red. 

The birds especially appreci- 
ate feeding stations right now 
when every thing is covered with 
snow. Betty says that evening 
grosbeaks and snow buntings have 
boon scc-n at feeders and she has 
seen the snow wren which is un- 
usual for Vermont at this time of 
year. 

Betty participated in a bird 
census in Burlington on January 
2nd and reports that lp7 species 
were noted there that day. This 
census is takon each year at about 
this time all over the U.3. 




SPRING LAKE CAMP IS NO MORE 

t 

It was a good camp while it , 
lasted. We had fun building it; 

We had fun using it. And now we 
have had fun tearing it down. 

The first work party went 
up on a beautifully warm, sunny 
Sunday in December and tore out 
the bunk, took out the windows, 
removed and burned the roofing 
paper and pried off tho roof 
boards , 

The second work party went 
up on a beautifully cold, windy 
Wednesday and tore up the floor, 
unbolted the sides, and let them ! 
settle slowly flat to the ground. 
All boards and rafters were neat- | 
ly piled ready for trucking out 
to the new site. 

Arrangements were made for ! 
a truck, and on January 3rd a 
gang went up to move the remains, j 
However, the truck had no chains ; 
and we worked until nearly two 
o'clock getting it in the road 
as far as possible and getting it 
out again. Things looked very 
black. Then Harold Valiquette 
showed up with a four-wheel-drive 
Combat Vehicle and chains. Just 
the thing 1 Before dark we had 
brought out two loads of boards 
and rafters. 

This life saver was loaned 
by our very good friend Olive 
Smith. The chains were loaned 
by Harold Eddy. Without this 
equipment the job could not have 
been done. We borrowed it one 
more day, hired a couple of men, 
and brought out the sides, sills, 
and all loose odds and ends. 

Lucky the heavy snow held off so 
long this year. 

The entire establishment 
now rests at the now site ready 
to be reassembled. We hope 
Harold hasn't mislayed that "blue- 
print 11 . 

The people who have worked on 
it so far are Emil Bosclli, 

Miller, Janice Hazoltinc, Harold 
Valiquette, Craigue Perkins, 
Prescott VanVleet, Pete Perkins, 

I 


Bill .allard, Dan Jennings, and 
Bob Perkins. Don r t forget George 
Conlon on the planning and Vera 
and Thelma Perkins on the coffee. 

Wc just can't wait to get started 
on rebuilding. 

What will wo call it ? Can't 
call it Spring Lake any more, it 
is too far from the lake . Every- 
body got busy and make suggestions. 
If you don-t, maybe wc will call 
it "Dis Lodge” as Billy Allard 
suggests, or maybe Camp Christmas 
Tree because it is set up on a 
Noel, See you at tho Annual 
Mooting, 

ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Harold Valiquette was oper- 
ated on at the Rutland Hospital 
this week. He is making a satis- 
factory recovery and is expected 
homo in a few days, 

Betty Ball spent the Christmas 
holidays with her folks in Florida 
again this year, 

George Kirk is up and around 
again after a few months of in- 
activity. 

Bill Allard had a vacation 
from his studies at U.V.M. where 
he is in Mod, College. 

Marjory Allard was home from 
Bishop DoGosbriand Hospital School 
of Nursing. 

I 

Danny Jennings was home from 
Boston College Graduate School. 

Michael Jennings was home from 
his Navy base in Boston. 

Joe Valiquette was home from 
the Navy Technical Training Center, 
Memphis, Tcnn, 

Bob, Thelma, David, and Anne 
Perkins wore in Vermont for the 
holidays . They drove in from 
Michigan where Bob is employed 
at tho University of Michigan. 


PUBLICITY FOR THE GREEK ITT . CLUB? < 

What arc wc as members of 
The Green Fountain Club, and the 
Killington Section in particular, 
doing to promote our Club or even 
to keep it alive? Every now 
and then the thought occurs to us 
that not much is being done along 
these linos. 

The following is a story, the 
action for which, was not sponsored 
nor known about by the Club until 
the details were read in the 
RUT LAUD HERALD. 

"RUTLAND SCOUTS ACTORS IN 
STATE PROMOTION FILM. 

"Sixteen Boy Scouts of Troop 
5 did their good deed yesterday 
as movie "extras" for a film pro- 
moting the Green Mountain state 
being made under the auspices of 
the Vermont Development Commission, 
"The boys were photographed 
in color film coming off The Long 
Trail at Rtc, I4. in Sherburne. 

"The sequence was shot 
through the co-operation of the 
Boy Scout Council and the Chamber 
of Commerce, The movie is being 
made by the Bay State Film Co. of 
Springfield, Mass, 

"Robert Dailey is the scout- 
master of Troop 5 « 

"Scouts photographed for 
the movie were 


MORE ALONG THE SAME LINE : 

The Vermont Forest Festival 
is held every fall at various 
places in the State, It might bo 
a good idea for The Green Mountain 
Club to get invited to bo on the 
program. Wc arc interested in the 
forests of Vermont. Wc do have 
something to offer. Why couldn* t 
the presidents of the Sections, or 
the president of the main Club, 
authorize a committee to look into 
this ? 

GETTING BACK TO THE SCOUTS: 

These young boys and girls 
could be the potential adult 
members of The Green Mountain Club 
in a few short years. If some- 
thing was done about it today, 
they would know more than jtist the 
facts that there arc trails and 
shelters on Vermont mountains 
where they may go and enjoy hiking 
and camping. If scout leaders 
would obtain one membership for 
themselves, this could be used as 
affiliate membership for the troop. 
The loader, with the help of Club 
officers, could offer his troop 
somcthingvaluablc in the way of a 
better hiking and camping program. 
This could also be applied to 
schools and church groups. 


All this is very good and 
wc arc glad The Long Trail will 
bo pictured by the Vermont 
Development Commission, But 
what wc would like to know is, 
does the Vermont Development 
Commission know there is such a 
thing as The Green Mountain Club ? 
Docs the Commission know the 
story of how The Long Trail and 
shelters have been and are con- 
tinuing to bo built and kept up ? 

Wc arc happy that the Scouts 
can use our trails and shelters, 
but we think a picture showing 
how they arc built, showing the 
sweat and strain and labor re- 
quired for their building and 
upkeep could be used as chapter 
ono , 


IF THE ABOVE IS NOT FEASIBLE: 

If in the opinion of those 
in charge, affiliation docs not 
scorn feasible, then let us go to 
work at once and do something 
about a largo junior membership. 
In the long run, this would per- 
haps be a better plan anyway. It 
would involve more leadership on 
our part and the question of 
transjjortation on hikes might be 
a serious one. Parents could be 
pressed into service 1 

This page was written as 
"food for thought." If you have 
any ideas for the good of the 
Club, wc shall be pleased to 
print them. 



MESSAGE PR OH THE FALSIDE1TT 

Onco again the Killington 
Section GMC is starting out on a 
new year of activity. As always 
at this time of year we are filled. • 
with enthusiasm and hopes are high ! 
for the accomplishment of many 
worthwhile things during the year. | 
Let's try to maintain this en- 
thusiasm and see that these hopes 
are fulfilled. There is only ono ; 
way we can do this - byr cooperation. 

Wc have a small organization 
for the size of the job wo have 
to do. Several special projects 
have already been listed as "musts" 
for 1954-. Those include the 
painting of all blazes; reloca- 
tion of The Trail above Clement 
Shelter; repair of the Clarendon 
Gorge bridge; placing registers 
in all shelters; nev; stoves in at 
least two camps;- and - the re- 
building of Spring Lake Camp, 

These projects represent some of 
the most crying needs. They also 
represent a large expenditure of 
time and man power. 

In addition to the regular 
work of the club - maintaining 
tho trails and shelters in our 
section - wc have our club out- 
ings and social activities. These 
arc important too. You know the 
old saying about "all work and no 
play" etc. However, sometimes in 
our enjoyment of these activities 
we tend to forget that they don't 
just happen. It takes tine and 
effort on someone's part to plan 
and carry these out. 


Wo plan to have board meet- 
ings at least every other month 
to chock up on things accomplished 
and outline work ahead. Wo would 
welcome your suggestions. The 
noxt mooting will be held about 
mid- Larch. 

Vie have a capable group of 
committee chairmen anxious to get 
things done, Thoy need and want 
your help. Given this help, your 
officers and commit too chairmen 
will do their best to make 1954- a 
pleasant and profitable year for 
the Killington Section, 

Vera Perkins, President 

REPORT OK TEE AHWUAL liEETIilG 

The annual meeting of the 
Killington Section of The Green 
mountain Club was held January 
23rd at the Reserve Officers Armory 

President George Conlon pre- 
sided and called for reports from 
the secretary, treasurer, and 
various committees . 

The nominating committee 
presented tho following slate of 
officers to be elected for 1954.: 
President - Vera Perkins 
Vice President - William Allard 
S c c r 0 1 ary-Tr o a sur er- Eleanor Walker 
These members wore unanimously 
elected to office. 

Hr. Wilbur Dr adder showod 
interesting slides of Florida. 

Janice Catozzi served refresh- 
ments of coffee and doughnuts. 


HOTICE HEW SCHEDULES are enclosed 


COMING EVENTS 
by 

Betty Ball 

TIME - Sunday and Monday, 

February 21st' and 22hd' 
PLACE - Perkins' Camp - Mendon 

Tlie annual winter weekend 
at Craigue and Mary Perkins ' 
camp in Mendon is a favorite 
event, so don't forget to make 
your reservations with Mary early. 
Let het know by Thursday, Feb, 10th 
at the latest how many meals you 
will w ant. Everyone shares in 
the work and the cost. Meals 
start with Sunday noon and end 
with Monday noon. If you stay 
over night, bring your own bed- 
ding, Please make your own ar- 
rangements for transportation. 

Good snow shoeing and ski- 
ing may be expected with the road- 
up to the beaver dam and the Blue 
Ridge trail favorites for trips, 

A warm house and good company 
will attract those who do not like 
to hike far in winter. 

TIME - Sun., March 7- 10:30 A.M. 
PLACE - Buffum Shelter 

By the looks of the present 
snow cover there may still bo 
snov; for the trip in to Buffum. 
whatever the weather though, the 
expedition should prove pleasant. 
It '3 not far to the shelter and 
it should be protected enough for 
a comfortable picnic. There will 
bo plenty of time too for farther 
exploration up The Trail. 

CARD PARTY HELD - NETS $21.60 

In most clubs there are a few 
people who can be depended upon to 
come through and talcs over a job 
that everyone wants done but no 
one wants to do. Millington Sec- 
tion has its share of such members 
and ■‘•’red Field is one. The group 
at the annual meeting decided that 
they would like to hold a Card 
Party and settled upon a date, 

Fred went on from there. 


On '.Wednesday night, Febru- 
ary 10th our first social event 
for 193»i-!- was held and G-iJE MIGHT 
was enjoyed by about 1;. 0 members 
and friends. 

Miss Melon Moltonski alloi*- 
cd us the use of the large meet- 
ing room at nivcrside and catered 
for our party. Ref re aliments of 
sandwiches, as good as they look- 
ed, and coffee were served. 

vie missed some of our good 
friends who were unable to be 
there but appreciated the support 
many of them gave us. 

Besides being a very enjoy- 
able get-to-gethcr , this affair 
netted ^21. 60 for our treasury. 

To all who assisted in any- 
way to make this party a success 
and especially to Fred Field, we 
s ay , 11 thank you “ . 

TUCKER AGAIN 

On Sunday, Fob. 7th, about 
20 hikers made the trip in to 
Tucker Lodge. It was one of those 
perfect winter days when, as you 
snow shoo along the trail, you can 
think of no place you'd rather be 
and nothing you'd rather be doing. 
You even feel a bit smugly sorry 
for those stay-at-homes who think 
winter is just something to be 
endured.' 

At Tuclccr the pleasure of 
being outdoors was enhanc cd when 
fire making resulted in filling 
the camp with smoke. However in 
duo course everything was under 
control, coffee i\ras ready, and the 
air cleared sufficiently for lunch. 

After lunch some went for 
walks and made the annual collect- 
ion of hobble bush for forcing, 
some indulged in strenuous snow 
ball battles and some enjoyed 
chatting leisurely in the now 
comfortable shelter. 

Reluctant, as always, to 
leave wo rc-travcllcd the trail 
in the late afternoon already 
looking forirard to the next out- 
ing - the winter weekend - and 
hoping for just such weather. 


TREASURER » 3 REP OUT - J an . 1 , 1 9 51>. 


3CUTIVE EC-EiD LEHTI'id HELD 


RECEIPTS 

Cash on hand 1/1/53 A622.12 

Rcc *d from duos, 1953 133*00 

From v/intcr weekend 2.30 

Contrib. from Helen Frink 3.00 
From Sugar Party .75 

From Card larty 20.60 

Reimbursement from Lain 
Club for Ins. paid on 
Tucker Lodge 8.70 

From Rummage 3ale 98.18 

Int. on money in bank 5*55 


Total Receipts $901.00 

DISBURESKENTS 

Exp. of Shelters Com. $ 86.35 

" Trails Com. ’ 19.21 

" 11 Outing Com. 39.23 

Ins. on Tucker Lodge 3.70 

Inc. on Spring Lake and 

Clarendon 15*06 

Duc3 pd . Lain Club 28.30 


Co3 1 of "Smoke L Blazes 11 39.93 
Total disburscmcnts;„>237 .28 


Balance of Cash on hand 


January 

LEMB3R3HIP 

Barbara Allard 
Judy .EL lard 
Karjorio HI lard 
William ^llard 
Helen Bailey 
.jcttv Ball 
Emile Boselli 
Janice Catozzi 
Jimmy Catozzi 
Johnny Catozzi 
Ray Catozzi 
Diana Coni on 
George Conlon 
Kendra Day 
Edith Ewald 
Fred Field 
Helen Field 
Peter Field 
Tommy Field 
Geo . Fi t z s immons 
Lartha Kalcins 

Eleanor 


1, 1954 #663.72 

LIST - 1954 

Janioe Hasoltinc 
George Kirk 
Jack hart in 
Janet hart in 
Grctchen Killer 
Raymond Killer 
Pearl Nichols 
Craiguc Perkins 
Kary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Edward I ike 
Roger Pike 
Ilarjory Roche 
Chas. Sab our in 
Salter C, Scott Jr, 
Harold Valiquottc 
Thelma Valiquetto 
Joseph Valiquetto 
Prescott Van Vleet 
Lichncl Jennings 
Carlton Wilson 
Ualker 


The first Nil ling ton sec- 
tion Executive _.oard meeting for 
1954 ' l - T as held at the home of the 
president, Saturday evening, 

January 30th, 

Tiic first business of this 
meeting was the drawing up of a 
budget for the year, .after this 
had. been accomplished do tty Ball 
presented her schedule of outings. 
Other matters considered includ- 
ed la report on the progress of 
having a sponsor for each shelt- 
er to make frequent checks of 
conditions ; consideration of 
methods of acquainting possible 
members with the purposes and 
activities of the club. 

The Exocut ivo Board consists of 
t^c officers and chairmen or 
Standing Committees. The follow- 
ing committees have been appoint- 
ed: 

Standing Commit tees . 

Trails Craiguc* Perkins 
Shelters - Emile Eosolli 
Rebuilding Spring Lake Camp - 
Harold Valiquetto 
Outings - Betty Ball assisted by 
Janice Hacoltine 
Photography - Janice Catozzi 
Publicity - Ray Catozzi 
Smoke A Blazes - Kary Perkins 

Craigue Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Spec ial Commit tees : 

“Card rarty -'"Free! Field 
'Winter weekend - Craiguc and. 

kary Perkins 

sugar Party - Lucy Bishop and 
Ililma Erickson 

assisted by Harold. Valiquetto 
Churchill Scott 
Janice Catozzi 

Junior Activity - Barbie Allard 
and Lartha Dakins 

PAINTING BEE 

-uiyonc who c?in wield a paint 
brush will be welcome in Craigue 
Perkins* collar, with brush, at 
7:30 P.k. Londay, Fcb.l5th to help 
paint directio^l arrows for TheTrail. 


LIGHT-WEIGHT PACKS FOR WOiiEiT 


Back-packing trips by women 
on The Long Trail need not be 
slighted because of fear of hav- 
ing to carry too heavy a load. 

Two women hiking together 
and carrying twenty-five pounds 
each would have sufficient gear 
and food within that weight limit 
for a four day hike , 

The first two days of hiking 
with a pack are conditioning days. 
After that, you hardly know you 
are carrying a pack. 

Your gear- in common should 
include : 

1 light axe with long handle 
1 nested cook kit 

1 chore-boy scrubber 

2 forks , spoons , knives 

1 swirl shaker for powdered milk 
1 roll gauze for towels etc. 

1 pr. work gloves 
1 flashlight 
1 jackknife 
1 can matches 
1 canteen 
1 guide book 

Your personal gear should be 
shaved down to the minimum: 
a small cosmetic bag that would 
hold all your toilet necessities; 
extra socks; wool shirt; rain 
jacket; underwear; sleeping bag; 
camera; pencil and paper. 

In regard to food, it is 
smart to sacrifice variety for 
light weight and convenience. 

You could use the same food for 
all meals as rmjch as possible. 

All food can be carried in poly- 
styrene bags (available at all 
deep-freeze establishments ) , They 
are transparent, tough, cheap and 
almost weightless. Dried food 
can be carried in them and sever- 
al hours before being cooked, can 
be soaked; water can be added 
and the opening of the bag secured 
with a rubber band. The b a g can 
then be carried safely in the 
knapsack without spilling -water, 
and the food is properly soaked 
when camp is reached. 


Here are some menus for light- 
weight pack tri-os : 

BREAKFAST : 

Ilixed cooked dried fruit; 
oatmeal with rasins, sugar, powdered 
milk; coffee 
LURCH : 

Hot bouillon; cheese and 
pumpernickel; carrots; chocolate; 
mixed dried fruit uncooked. 

DIHRER : 

Hot bouillon; chipped beef 
with macoroni; dried vegetable; 
dried mixed fruit cooked; candy 
or cookies; coffee. 


A WORD OF CAUTION 

For anyone going into the 
woods for a long or overnight hike, 
an axe is a necessary tool. With 
it you cut wood for fires to cook 
your food, warm your body, and 
cheer your spirits. 

It takes skill to use an axe 
to the best advantage but anyone, 
skillful or not, should use good 
judgment and caution in handling 
an axe for it is a dangerous tool. 
When not in use it should 
have its blade sheacnod in leather, 
or it should be struck into a log 
or stump. It should never be left 
upon the ground or set up ag&inst 
a tree to endanger tho legs or 
feet of a camper. 

Your axe should be kept sharp 
and clean, and not used to cut any 
object lying on the ground wharo 
there is danger of the blade of tho 
axe going through tho object and 
striking a stone. 

Procedure for chopping: 

Grasp the axe with the left hand, 
close to the end of the handle; 
with the right hand grasp tho 
handle close to the head of tho 
axe, then bring tho axe up over 
your shoulder and as you strike the 
blow, allow the right hand to slide 
down naturally, close to the left 
hand. Be sure no one is behind 
you when you swing your axe. 
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Hilling ton Section Green mountain Club 


Mutual .sugar : arty - march 27 1 > 

Tlie annual Hill ing ton Section 
sugar-on- snow part" -.rill be held 
on .Baturday, Larch 27th at the 
Rotary Field House. As this is 
an easily accessible place we 
hope that Many of our non-hiking 
Members will take the opportunity 
to join with us for a social eve- 
ning. Members of Recreation Dc- 
partment groups have been invited 
to participate in this activity 
with us if they wish to ao so. 

Come and bring your friends. 

Eilma Erickson and Lucy 
Bishop ’.Jill be ready to start serv- 
ing at 6:30 h.m. as has been cus- 
tomary the menu will consist of 
sugar- on- snow, pickles, doughnuts, 
and coffee. In order to plan ef- 
ficiently and keep the cost to a 
minimum we need to know how many 
arc coming - so make reservations 
with Ililma by Friday evening, Lar. 
26th. ( call her anytime except 
Friday A.M. Tel. 3-5179). The 
charge for the party will be just 
enough to cover the cost - not 
over 75;> per person. 

Jan Catozzi is arranging for 
..square wancing with Cetty iago 
directing and there will be an op- 
portunity for cards and similiar 
games for those .no prefer that 
type of activity. This will also 
be* a good chance for plain, old - 
fashioned visiting. All in all 
it should be a pleasant evening 
for young and old. Let's make it 
a date - 6:30 P.L., Saturday, 

Kaych 27th, at Rotary Field House. 


.MRUCE hi'OB HUBS COLIITC- 
*7 

Betty Ball 

Bpru.cc Knob in hide. lo town 
.-.prings used to be an annual trip 
several years ago, but has not 
been climbed for some time now, 
so should be a different trip for 
newer members, hr. Carl wrovost, 
a former member of the Burlington 
Beet ion of GLC, no\/ teaching at 
middle town Bprings high .School, 
will lead the trip. Lcmbers of 
his High school Outing Club have 
been invited to join us, too. 

Mr, Provost warns that the trail 
will be muddy so boots are neces- 
sary. jq will leave Lcldon school 
at 10 A.L. and go to the four- 
corners in Middletown Bprings 
where we will meet I a?, irovost. 

IMECuTIVB BOARD • BETIBG 

lARCh 15 th 

.. regular meeting of the 
Uxec. _oard will be held at 
Craiguc Perkins ' home on Monday, 
march 15 th at 7 *-30 ir.L. You will 
notice (as you read further in 
h Chh L DL-MEB ) that this date 
coincides with the next painting- 
bee. Yes, we meant it too. After 
the Board meeting all who can are 
cordially invited to stay and 
paint, ' Bear your old clothes. 

in’. Earry Russell a long-time 
member and a forner vice-president 
of our section will be missed. We 
extend sympathy to his family 


ROSIE THE ROASTER 

Tucker Lodge is now equipped 
with an honest-to-goodness full 
sized kitchen range in perfect 
condition. Here * s what it took: 

Fred Field spotted the prize 
in an upstairs appartment. We 
don't know how he induced the 
owners to abandon it, but he did. 
Maybe a five dollar bribe had 
something to do with it. Anyway 
a hurry call to the "strongbacks" 
department brought out a full half 
dozen stove lifters. (They weren't 
really full). 

By dividing Rosie into 26 
parts we were able to get her 
through a narrow door and down 
the stairs to Harold’s truck. It 
was decided to take advantage of 
the remaining snow and drag Rosie 
in to camp on a toboggan. So we 
borrowed Fete Spaulding's long 
toboggan, put Harold's short 
toboggan on it sort of pick-a- 
back style, and tied Rosie and 
all her various parts on top. 

Unfortunately there were 
about two inches of fresh, sticky 
snow. When everybody pulled on 
the several ropes nothing happened. 
It was necessary to rock the 
toboggan from side to side before 
it could be started. This be- 
came standard proceedure every 
time we stopped to rest, and that 
was often. 

About half way in we were 
Just discussing the advisability 
of dividing the load in two 
when the reserves arrived. That 
did it, and we finished the trip 
without a single upset. 

At Tucker the old stove was 
dismantled and the new one re- 
assembled with no pieces left 
over, A fire was started "just 
to prove. " Considering her re- 
luctance, Rosie looks very happy 
in her new home. At least ten 
people have stayed in Tucker over 
night since the stove was install- 
ed and all report good results 
with very much less wood chopping. 

The boys working on this 


project were Harold Valiquette, 
Fred Field, Bennct Bell, Craigue 
Perkins, Churchill Scott, Prescott 
VanVleet, Walter Hakins, Jerry 
Sanborn, Ralph Farwell, Raymond 
Miller, and Roger Pike. When the 
boys turn out like that, we can 
really get things done J 


THE WINTER WEEK-END 

The Washington's birthday 
week-end which for the past many 
years has been the time for the 
"winter-week-end" at the Perkins' 
Camn, was as usual, enjoyed by all 
who attended. This year the 
Junior members predominated in 
attendance. We were pleased to 
discover hox* well these young 
people took over the many jobs 
delegated to them. 

Thirteen members stayed over 
Sunday night and that number wasq 
swelled to twenty -one by Monday 
noon. 

There was no schedule of 
events, but time didn't drag for 
anyone. The weather wasn't per- 
fect but it could be called 
"passable." The woods were cov- 
ered with about a foot of snow 
that held us up without snowshocs 
on Sunday, but the next day the 
warm weather had penetrated enough 
so that it was easier going on 
snowshocs . 

Aside from the hiking that 
was done intermittently, canasta 
games were played by the adults 
in the living room, while Craigue 
and the Juniors took over the 
dining room to play Twenty Questions 
and other games. 

Veda Knipes and five boys from 
her Sunday School class came up 
Monday afternoon and hiked in the 
woods . 

Billy and Marjory Allard 
dropped in long enough to say ; "Hi" 
but stayed longer than they intend- 
ed to for their car got stuck down 
on the toad. They didn't get back 
to Burlington as early as they had 
planned. 


BUFFAIi SHELTER TRIP 


Twelve hikers went in to 
Buff am Shelter on Sunday, March 7, 
It was a fine hiking day with 
bright sun and a brisk March wind, 
Icc was breaking up in the streams 
and patches of bare ground showed 
through the thinning snow, giving 
the woods their characteristic 
eary spring appearance. 

We found the shelter in gen- 
erally good condition, although 
the stove pipe badly needs re- 
placement. In fact, a new stove 
would be a desirable improvement. 
(Anyone know the whereabouts of a 
small second-hand chunk stove ?). 
In spite of the vagaries of stovo 
and stove-pipe, there was little 
danger of suffocation in an open 
front shelter and we wore soon 
having lunch* This is always en- 
joyed on a hike no matter what 
extraneous flavors may have crept 
in during the preparation l 

After dinner wc started out 
along The Trail toward Button 
Hill. Wc soon discovered that 
The Trail has become consider- 
ably confused by recent lumbering 
operations. Some new markings 
will be needed here in places. Wc 
eventually arrived at the top of 
the hill by a somewhat devious 
route. The return trip was easi- 
er and wc enjoyed the fine view 
to the west which is not so evi- 
dent in summer. 

The ride home afforded some 
striking glimpses of our higher 
peaks with the sunlight reflect- 
ed on their covering of snow, 
making a perfect ending to an- 
other good day in the open, 

WE'RE GETTING READY FOR THE 
HIKING SEASON 

Two painting-bocs have al- 
ready been held which resulted in 
getting two coats of white paint 
on 125 directional arrows and 
about 30 plain sign boards. The 
ground work being done, wc arc 


now rcadyfor the next step - the 
lettering. 

These painting-bees were 
carried on in Craiguc Perkins' 
cellar. Beside the painting which 
was accomplished, these occasions 
offered an opportunity for dis- 
cussion on a wide variety of sub- 
jects ranging all the vxay from 
mountain peaks to submarines, with 
about as many differing opinions 
on every subject as thoro were 
people present 1 

Mary Perkins rewarded our 
labors and saw to it that every- 
one went home happy by serving us 
coffee and appetizing snacks at 
the end of each evening. 

Those who have checked in on 
the painting project so far arc; 
:I T" and Harold Valiquctte, Fred 
Field, Churchill Scott, Mary and 
Craiguc Perkins, Vera Perkins . and 
Ray Catozzi who cut the arrows. 

The next session will be 
held - same time (7:30 P.M. ); 
same place (Craiguc Perkins' cel- 
lar) - Monday, March 1 5th. 


ADDITIONS TO THE 
19514- MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Louise Adams 
Austin ffiibson 
Rody Etnipos 
Veda Knipcs 
Daniel Jonnings Jr, 

Mary Jennings 
Joseph Patton 
Ann Perkins 
David Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Jane Thomas 
Joan Tomas i 
Lula Tyc 

This is the last issue of 
SMOKE Cz BLAZES fo be sent to the 
old mailing list. In order not 
to miss your April issue, send 
our dues to Eleanor Vialkcr, Trcas 
7 Baxter Street, Rutland, Vermont 
before April 15th, 


A JUITIOR iJSL-iiR RkiCRTS Ox.' THE 
W INTER WEEK- ELD 

Once again tixe Green I oun- 
tain Club went to Perkins * Camp 
for the annual Hl W inter Week-end" . 
There were several Junior mem- 
bers there. ns usual the food 
yas good. 

It snoviod a little during 
Sunday afternoon and most of the 
Junior members brought their 
sleds to go sliding but the snow 
\xas too deep, dome went snow- 
shoeing through the woods. This 
turned out to be more successful. 
Later in the day, the snow chang- 
ed to rain so we were confined to 
camp for the evening. The rain 
didn't prevent us from having a 
good time, because there were 
plenty of cards and games for 
everyone . 

...lmost everyone woke up 
bright and early next morning. 

The weather was fine and we all 
had a big, hearty breakfast. 
During the day some people vent 
on hikes to enjoy the outdoors 
while others stayed around camp 
playing cards. 

The work was divided oo 
that everyone did his share, 
and wo hod fun doing it. 

Martha xiakins . 
aLOUT F0LM3 WE ENOW 

Our best wish03 to Shirley 
Morris who wa3 married in Albany, 
M,Y. , on Sunday, February 28th 
to ’William Lashoff of Albany. 

Welcome home to Janet and 
Jack Martin who are in Rutland 
again after more than a year in 
Gernony. We hope they may be 
located permanently in this 
vicinity. Vfe can use them/ 

Joe Valiquette has returned 
to duty after a short leave spent 
at his home. Joe has just grad- 
uated from the Laval Aviation 
Electronics xchool at Memphis, 
Term, He is now at Morfolk, Va. 


Si; CM. S Ox i jY JTtji- LCR jHELTEH i 

Under the direction of our 
Shelter Chairman, Emile Eosclli, 
a system for sponsors for shelters 
in our section has been set up* 

The idea is to havo each shelter 
"adopted" by some member. A spon- 
sor will visit his shelter at , 
we hope, frequent intervals to 
check on conditions and report 
needed -work and materials requir- 
ed for such work. Wc hope too, 
that when making these visits 
sponsors will do routine clean-up 
and pick-up jobs as needed. 

It is hoped that under this 
system a close enough check can 
be kept on how our shelters arc 
being used to greatly reduce their 
abuse. At the same time the sys- 
tem will aid greatly in the effi- 
ciency of work parties for making 
repairs on shelters. 

Of course tixe success of this 
plan will depend entirely on the 
dependability of each sponsor to 
regularly check his shelter. 

The sponsor list to date is 
as follows . 

Tucker - Ircscott Van Vlcct 
lico - Churchill Scott 
Millington - Craiguc ierkins 
Clement - Ray Catozzi 
Clarendon - Emile Eoselli 
buffum - i 

V r ( V * - Larold Valiquette is 
sponsoring the rebuilding of the 
former .spring Lalco -he ltcr and wc 
hope will continue to sponsor it 
when it is completed and. re.-nomed. 

An immeasurable amount of ef- 
fort has gone into the building of 
these shelters. They can not be 
easily replaced. It is up to us 
to keep them in as good condition 
as possible. 

Evers'- member who uses a shel- 
ter should still feel responsible 
to report undesirable conditions 
and to leave a shelter in a little 
bettor shapo than ho found it. 

It is our hope that the spon- 
sor system will guarenteo that each 
shelter get3 visited often enough 
to keep us really informed on the 
condition of our shelters. 



cokiiig- evl::t3 

oy 

Betty Ball 

Tine - Sun. April 25th - 9 A.L. 
Place - Gov. Clement Shelter 

Lumber jobs can do a lot to 
oonfuse a Long Trail hiker, as 
the hikers to Buffum Shelter a 
feu weeks back found out. It 
seems that The Trail north from 
Gov, Clement Shelter needs a bit 
of relocating due to lumber op- 
erations in that vicinity. This 
scheduled hike to Clement should 
offer a good opportunity to get 
this needed reestablishing done. 
Accordingly, we have set the 
time early for this one - 9 A.h, 

- to give plenty of time for 
work. We will gather at the 
shelter for lunch so if any of 
you can’t make it early you may 
join us there later, 

Clement is a pleasant spot 
for a spring hike and for those 
who prefer some work to a plain 
hike this i3 the perfect oppor- 
tunity. We really need a good 
turnout to get the desired work 
done. Try and be on hand to 
help on this. 

Time - Sun, hay 2nd - 10 A.h. ' 
Place - Bradder’s Camp, Tinmouth 

Once again the Br adders have 
kindly invited us to their camp 
, on Tinmouth Channel. Those who 
have been there before do not 
need to be told that a Gelight- 
» * fu3/day is in store for us. Here 
is 'an opportunity for various 
types of hikes; for canoeing on 


the Channel; and of course the 
fishermen and fisherwomen will 
have noted that trout fishing 
will be in full swing on this 
date. It is an ideal spot for 
sunning and loafing too, so come 
along and take your choice J 

Time - Sun. hay 16th - as soon 
as you’re up.’ 

Place - Clarendon Lodge for a 
Pancake Breakfast. 

The pancake breakfast is 
another event that many enjoy. 

The earlier you come the more 
birds you will see but any time 
is a good time for an outdoor 
breakfast. After breakfast the 
party will proceed to the spot 
■where the lumber from the former 
Spring Lake Camp lies. There 
will be plenty for all hands to 
do. Once again work and play 
will add up to a good day in the 
open. 

AilL YOU IATIilESTEDt 

Prom time to time a somewhat 
vague idea has coma floating 
around that it might be desirable 
to award some sort of insignia 
to those members who have hiked 
the entire Killington Section of 
The Trail. This idea has recently 
come to the surface again. 

One suggestion is that this 
insignia might be some sort of 
stripe with the word Killington 
on it which could be used with 
the regular GLC insignia. 

If there seemed enough int- 
erest to warrant it, something 
definite could be worked out and 


the presentation might be a part 
of our Killington Section .annual 
Meeting next January. This might 
be an added incentive to members, 
who have not already done so, to 
cover all The Trail in our sec- 
tion. 

How about it? Are you in- 
terested? The only uay we have 
of knowing is if you tell us - 
so if it is something you would 
like let us know and we will go 
ahead on plans. Otherwise, we 
will just let the idea sink out 
of sight again. It's up to you, 

BOARD MEETING AND LETTERING BEE 

Nine members attended the 
double feature meeting held at 
Craigue Perkins 1 home on the eve- 
ning of Larch 15 th. At this time 
the. Executive Board considered 
ways of increasing membership. 

Ray Catozzi reported on the 
leaflet he is preparing for the 
Section. This will contain in- 
formation on GMC and on Killing- 
ton Section and include an in- 
vitation to join. We expect 
these will soon be ready for use. 
It is planned to give them to 
newcomers who attend outings and 
also to mail them to likely pro- 
spects. Any suggestions of 
named which might be included on 
such a mailing list would be 
helpful and most welcome. 

Eleanor Walker, treasurer, 
reported that she planned to 
send out dues reminders to mem- 
bers of the last year or two 
who had not renewed their mem- 
bership for 1951+ as yet. 

In the absence of Shelter 
Ch., Emile Bosolli, no report was 
available on the progress of 
preparation of registers for the 
shelters and the shelter sponsor 
plan. 

One other important item of 
business was transacted at this 
meeting. This was the adoption 
of a new regulation regarding 
the use of Killington Section 
shelters. This regulation spe- 


cifies that persons under 18 
years old desiring to use the 
club's shelters should be accom- 
panied by an older person or 
should obtain permission to use 
a shelter in advance. It was felt 
that this would help us to know 
who was using the shelters and 
xdien, and would aid us in keep- 
ing them in good condition. It 
was planned to try and publicize 
this regulation through the 
school papers. It will also be 
stated in the shelter registers. 

At the close of this meeting 
those who could stay for the 
second feature adjourned to the 
cellar and put in a couple of 
hours work there lettering signs. 
Members who assisted on this pro- 
ject wore Craigue and Lary Perkins, 
Eleanor ./alker, Betty Ball, Vera 
Perkins, Helen Bailey and Churchill 
Scott. (Helen and Churchill wait- 
ed patiently all through the 
Board meeting to get a chance to 
go to work .' ) 

Except for those signs which 
have to wait for the naming of 
the former Spring Lake Comp for 
their lettering, the Trail signs 
arc now ready to be placed and 
much to the suprisc of everyone 
who worked on them they look 
pretty good.' 


ADDITIONS TO 195U 

Anna Berg 
Lucy Bishop 
Madeline Br adder 
Maude Canty 
G. Lucius Carey ' 
Gretta Catozzi 
Richard Catozzi * 
Virginia Dudley 
Lcland Dudley 
Darthca Enslio 
Kelly Emslic 
Kilma Erickson 
Ruth Fostnan 
Austin Gibson 
James Hayward 
Joseph Jones 
Allegro 1 llano 
Carl Hewhall Jr. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Gotty Page n 
Heather Pago 
Cigrid patch 
George Tapp an 
Jane Thomas 
Grover Wright 


SUGAR ON SNOW 


RAINY WEATHER 


Another successful Sugar 
Party vias held this year, Saturday, 
March 27th at Rotary Field House, 

The committee chairmen who 
carried this event off so that 
fifty people enjoyed a pleasant 
evening were Lucy Bishop and 
Hilma Erickson. Thoy were assist- 
ed by Harold Valiquette and Janice 
Catozzi. It was through the 
efforts of Janice that wo were 
able to have the Square Dance 
part of the program. Our thanks 
go out to Dick Pasvolski for call- 
ing the numbers and loaning equip- 
ment for this event. 

Eloanor Walker volunteered 
again this year and her work in 
the kitchen stirring the syrup, 
and watching it come to the right 
consistency sure was appreciated. 

Our thanks also go to the 
City of Rutland Recreation de- 
partment for the use of Rotary 
Field House. This was an ideal 
location for the party. Being 
situated so that folks could drive 
right up to the building, we hoped 
many of our old timers would be 
present. However, we missed 
seeing a great many of them. 

One of the purposes of these 
social activities sponsored by 
the Killington Section of the GMC 
is that our inactive members and 
their friends may have an oppor- 
tunity to join in some of our 
program. We expect to continue 
to have these activities along 
with our scheduled hikes and will 
continuo to hope to sec a greater 
participation, 

A REMINDER 

Nov/ that you arc doing your 
spring cleaning, REMEMBER THE 
RUMMAGE SALE. This money making 
event will be hold in the fall. 

Now is the time to start packing 
in a box anything you can’t use. 
Bring it to the sale in the fall 
and we will collect pennies, 
nickels, dimes and dollars for 
our club. 


This column was left open to 
report the April 11th, Spruce 
Knob hike. Duo to rainy weather, 
the hike was cancelled. So in- 
stead of talking about Spruce Knob, 
we i 11 talk about the weather. 

Hark Twain has said that "tho 
everybody talks about the weather, 
nobody docs anything about it. 11 
Uc know that isn’t quite true. 

With cloud seeding for rain and 
snow making, something is being 
done about the weather, but we 
won’t go into that here. 

Spring in Vermont brings a 
strong desire on the part of 
hikers to get outdoors and start 
getting in condition for some 
mountain climbing. Muddy roads 
and trails arc expected at this 
time of year and they can be taken 
with a smilo. When cold rain is 
added, we don’t like to walk 
right into it 'unless wo have to. 

However, under some conditions 
a hike in the rain could be very 
pleasant. Take for example a 
hike on a hot day from Jay Peak 
going south to Hazcn’s Notch 
without much of any water along 
the way. After a few miles of ups 
and downs hero, a nice cooling 
off from a shoxver of rain would 
be greatly appreciated. It would 
feel so good and be so refreshing. 

Take another day, hi Icing in 
the rain when the weather is cool, 
but not too cool, keeping warm 
enough from the exertion of hiking, 
getting soaked to the skin, but 
walking along with the knowledge 
that at the end of the day’s hike 
a cabin or shelter would be waiting. 
A place to got dried out. Such a 
rainy day could be quite compan- 
ionable. 

We like to listen to the 
rain on the roof of a shelter, too. 
Wo like rainy days but if wc have 
a choice, wc do our hiking when 
the sun shines; especially in the 
spring. 

Spruce Knob will make a good 
hike again some time. 


THE QUEEN OP MOUNTAINS 

Though we may be a little latt. 
late in writing a story about the 
conquest of Everest, we say, 

"better late than never." 

What really set us off was 
a recent visit to Boston where 
we sax* the motion picture "The 
Conquest of Everest" in techni- 
color. "The New York Herald 
Tribune" described the picture 
as ’the peak of adventure’ and 
"Time" magazine j ’fascinating’. 

To these descriptions vie add, 

"Don’t miss it. It is well worth 
seeing, " 

The picture start 3 off show- 
ing Sir John Hunt, leader of the 
expedition, in England getting 
ready for the climb of the 29 , 002 
ft, mountain. The testing of 
equipment and the detail planning 
gave an inkling of the tremendous 
task of preparation. 

When the tohs of supplies 
were shown at the end of the line 
of mechanical transport, and the 
Sherpas had to take over, carrying 
up to sixty pounds on their backs, 
it gave some idea of how valuable 
these men were to the expedition* 
They were sure footed. They had 
to be for some of the crevasses 
they had to cross wore killers* 

One The picture was full of 
surprises and revelations. We 
learned that even at 20,000 feet 
the heat of the noonday sun was 
a problem. Of course we knew that 
altitude had a weakening affect 
on a climber, but to actually see 
the slow steps and the laborious 
breathing of the climbers, gave 
us a vivid picture of what high 
altitude climbing involved* The 
extensive use of oxygon in the 
success of the conquest of 
Everest was evident* 

The picture ends showing 
Sir John Hunt going out to meet 
Hillary and Tenzing as they came 
into the last base camp after 
successfully climbing to the top 
of Chomo lungraa, the Tibet name 
for Everest, meaning "mother 
godess of the world." 


It was quite fitting that a 
Shcrpa should be one of the men 
who had the honor and the glory 
of sharing in the conquest of 
Everest. It was especially fitting 
that Tenzing Ehutia, also loiown 
as Tenzing Norkey, was the Sherpa 
for he is known as "the greatest 
of thorn all." 

He was born in Nepal 39 years 
ago and lives in Darjeeling with 
his wife and two daughters. He 
Is a "tiger',’ a title given with 
a modal, by the Himalayan Club 
only to Sherpas who have gone 
abovo 25 #850 feet. There arc only 
five others viho hold this honor. 

He has great enduranco and is 
said to be utterly fearless* 

Edmund Porcival Hillary is 
from Aukland, New Zo aland. He is 
six feet three inches tall and 34 
years old. In Now Zealand he is 
a beekeeper, and on Everest he 
carried some of his own honey. 

During the war ho served with the 
Air Force. Ho has made four 
Himalayan expeditions in three 
years and was in excellent condition. 
His comment regarding the success- 
ful climb of Everest was, "It was 
a beautiful day with modorato wind* 
I felt damn good at the top." 

John Hunt was bom in India 
in 1910. He spent many summers 
of his youth in Switzerland where 
he got interested in mountain 
climbing* As ho grew older his 
experience in this activity in- 
creased and he was engaged in many 
mountainous regions of the world; 
India, Africa, Italy and Greece, 
liorc recently ho has been on the 
staff of SHAPE* His skill in 
developing good working teams 
showed in the 1953 expedition. 

From a collection of schoolteachers* 
businessmen, doctors, scientists 
and array officers ho kept things 
going smoothly* 

The accomplishments of these 
three men were outstanding but It 
was the combined teamwork of tho 
entire party that brought success 
to tho expedition of the final 
assault to tho top. 



GKC ANNUAL MEETING 

Time - Sat,, May 29th - 10 A.M. 

Place - Long Trail Lodge 

It‘s almost time for another 
GMC Annual Meeting, The detailed 
plan for the day * 5 activities 
given in our LONG TRAIL NEWS lool:- I 
ed so interesting that no further 
urging to attend should be needed. 

Many members will travel a 
considerable distance to attend 
this meeting. Surely ue of Mil- 
lington Section who are near-by 
should not miss the opportunity. 
Remember the date - May 29th - 
and plan to join with U3 for the 
entire day beginning with the j 

coffee hour at 10 A.M. 

Here is a chance to learn 
more about what is being done 
and planned by the various sec- 
tions and by the club as a whole. 
Here also is an opportunity to 
spend an interesting day in pleas- 
ant surroundings, among old and 
new friends all with a common int- 
erest - The Green Mountain Club 
and it a Long Trail. 

COMING HIKES 

by 

Betty Boll 

Time - Sun., May 30th - 9*30 A.M. 
Place - Little Rock Pond 

I 

Azalea-time at Little Rock 
Pond should bring out a host of 
hikers, from our section and 


other sec tions, too, - at this 
post-Annual Meeting hike. 

Pishing, hiking, birds, and 
flowers, offer a variety of at- 
tractions on this eaov, but 
scenic hike. Anyone who read 
Prances Green's interesting ar- 
ticle on Little Rock, published 
in VERMONT LIPE last year, \/ill 
surely want to visit or re-visit 
this pleasant spot. 

The group will leave from 
Meldon .ichool as usual. 

Time - Sun., June 5th - 9 • 30 A.M. 
place - Mt, Aeolus 

he are still anxious to get 
some first hand information on 
Mt. Aeolus so this trip, which 
was rained out last year, has 
been scheduled again. 

This mountain is reported to 
afford some fine views near aban- 
doned marble quarries and there 
i3 said to be a cave of sizable 
dimensions not far from the upper 
lookout . 

Mr. O'Kane in his book, TRAILS 
AMD 3U11.IT3 OP TEE GREEN MOUNTAINS, 
gives a chapter to Mt. Aeolus. 

He credits the naming of it to 
some seniors from Amherst College 
who visited it in i 860 on a very 
windy day, and so christened it 
Aeolus - god of the winds. 

This mountain, located in 
East Dorset, is part of the 
Taconic range. The hiking dis- 
tance from the highway to the 
sumiait is given as 2^- miles. 


GOVERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER 


O- 

This combined hike and work 
party was held on April 25th. The 
road in to the Shelter was sur- 
prisingly good for this time of 
year, but the more timid left 
their cars a quarter mile below 
the bridge where the Trail leaves 
the road* 

When the Shelter was reached, 
we found there a group about to 
go up Killington to spend the 
night. They were very skeptical 
about there being any snoxtf on the 
peak but we have heard since that 
they found plenty, and that they 
enjoyed a mixture of rain, sleet, 
and snow in the air as woll, 

Roger Pike, Churchill, and 
Scotty Scott went to work putting 
up tho new stove pipe xv o had 
carried in. Tho rest of the 
party divided into two groups to 
mark the Trail. One group painted 
blazes and put up arrows from the 
bridge to the Shelter, while the 
other group started remarking the 
Trail toward Killington, 

About noon it began to 
drizzle so a council of war xvas 
held. It was dccidod to go back 
to tho Shelter for a slightly 
early lunch in the hope it would 
stop raining in the afternoon. 

We found the coffee water 
boiling on the fireplace grate, 
and all set to for a leisurely 
lunch whilo the drizzle contin- 
ued to drizzle outside. There 
was plenty of time to check the 
repairs necessary to tho Shelter: 
a now table; rebuilt bunks; patched 
roof; and wouldn’t it be nice if 
we could dump a few loads of 
gravel on tho muddy dirt floor 1 i 

Enough of that. It was time 
to get back to work on the Trail 
so we just told Barbie Allard 
she was in charge of the weather. 
Believe it or not, the rain 
stopped and a little later the 
sun came out. 


Back up the Trail wo all 
wont. Tho project was to mark 
a route through tho debris of a 
big lumber operation. Some of 
us scattered ahead to find traces 
of the old Trail while others 
painted a fexv blazes on stumps so 
that hikers could find their way 
through. Ho attempt was made to 
really clear the Trail. To make 
it more confusing, some of the 
lot linos were painted white. 

More than once Betty Ball’s 
trained eye kept us on course. 

She has been accused of seeing 
birds that no one else could see, 
but when she sees blazes she can 
load you over and show ’em to you. 

Wo gradually worked our way 
through about a mile of tangled 
tree tops and concluded that the 
worst part of the chopping had 
been crossed. Wo still have tho 
job of clearing it. 

Gene Bamforth of Montpelier, 
a GMC Trustee, was with us and 
xtfc enjoyod a good visit. Another 
new comer was Mary Ellen Ryan. 

Como often, Mary Ellen. 


ADDITIONS TO 195^ 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Martha Adams 
Helen Frink 
Y/alter Hakins 
Stanley Hart 
Dr. Earl Johnson 
E. H. Locke 
Mrs. E, H. Locke 
A. C. Mason 
Ellen Russell 
Addic Spaulding 
R. Gale Spaulding 
Robert Spaulding 

We have a total of 91 
members. Let’s try to bring the 
list up to 100 by tho time the 
next issue of SMOKE 5s BLAZES 
goco out. 


A SUNDAY III CHIirENHOOK 
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On Sunday, Lay 2nd, the 
weather appeared to be on the 
side of the fishermen as rain 
seemed imminent when ::e left 
Leldon School for la’. 3r adder ’a 
Camp on Tinmouth Channel. How- 
ever we knew a x-/arm. cozy camp 
awaited uc, so, providing our- 
selves - with Sunday papers to 
read and maps to study, we set 
forth, prepared for, if not rcc- j 
onciled to, a day indoors. 

-arrived in Chippenhook we 
found la*, and krs. Br adder await- j 
ing us and learned that some of 
our fishing enthusiasts were 
already out trying their skill. 

We hod just about time to get a 
quick look at the beauty of the - | 
spring country-side from the 
camp dooryard when the expected 
rain urged us indoors. There we 
relaxed comfortably with our in- 
door amusements, and the rest of 
the morning passed quickly and 
pleasantly. 

About this time, frustrated 
by our apparent unconcern over 
its behavior, the weather showed 
signs of coming out of its sulks* 
The sun was shining vdacn wc. had 
finished .lunch. This was the ■ 
signal for everyone to get out- 
side and the afternoon wa3 spent 
in taking walks, exploring the 
Channel via canoe, and loafing 
in the warm sunshine. 

It was five o 'clock before 
we realized it and another of the 
many enjoyable days provided by 
“’the Bracders" at their camp was 
at an end . 

Incidentally, the various 
fishermen checked in and out at 
intervals during the day but 
where were the fish? 

HOW ABOUT IT ? ? 

How about our Killington 
Section insignia idea's 


KELT WANTED .» 

Wanted: someone who can find 
the trail and lead a group of 
senior Girl Scouts and Camp 
Staff members up Bald Lt , some- 
time during the period between 
June 28 th and July 2nd, - 
exact time to be arranged to 
suit convenience of said loa- 
der, In return for this ser- 
vice the Girl Scouts will un- 
dertake the improving of the 
trail as one of their summer 
projects . 

Lrs.Viva Whitney, Girl Scout 
Executive, is anxious to find some- 
one who will go up Bald ht. with 
a party of senior Scouts and Camp 
Staff members* Girl Scouts tried 
to make this hike during the camp 
season last summer but were un- 
able to follow the trail due to 
blowdowns etc, Lrs, Whitney 
would like to have this mountain, 
the nearest one to the ^cout Camp, 
available for hikes by the campers. 
The staff and campers would make 
it one of their summer projects to 
improve the trail if they could 
once get it sufficiently marked 
so they could follow it. 

Senior Bcouts and Staff mem- 
bers arc to bo at camp from June 
28th through July 2nd and they 
would arrange a date during that 
period or on June 27th, to suit 
the convenience of the leader. 

Bald Lt, ha 3 long been a 
favorite hike for killington Sec- 
tion. Ac would all enjoy having 
the trail put back into better con- 
dition. This would seem to be an 
opportunity to do ourselves and 
someone else a good turn at the 
same time. How about it? Don’t 
think the ’’other fellow" xirill pro- 
bably do it. Get in touch with 
Lrs. whitney at the Girl Scout 
Office if you'd be willing to help 
out. She'll tell you if the job 
is already spoken for,' 


A VARIED DAY OP WORK AND PLAY 


The hike of Hay l6th was one 
of many colors: rain and shine; 
work and play; and fun for all, 
Saturday afternoon Craigue 
Perkins went in to Clarendon 
Lodge and did a little Trail work 
in that area. He did some trim- 
ming, cut a few blazes, and also 
checked the Trail from the Gorge 
to the top of the hill in back 
of the Lodge, He reports that 
there arc no blowdowns, and that 
this part of the Trail is in good 
condition. 

However, in spite of this, 
the next morning one member could 
not find the Trail after crossing 
route 103, We recommend a direc- 
tional arrow at this point, 

Craigue spent the night at 
Clarendon Lodge, and had tho fire 
going and water hot when the first 
early GliCcrs arrived Sunday morn- 
ing, Then he had to take off. 

By 9:30 the count was up to 
eleven, not including a man and 
his son from Boston who were en- 
joying the week-end at the Lodge, 
The morning started off 
cloudy with a few sprinkles of 
rain which no doubt discouraged 
some hikers from participating 
in this early morning outing. 

After breakfast when the 
Lodge was in good order, eight 
of the group decided to make a 
day of it, so they went over to 
the new camp site of "What*s its 
name?" to do some work, Vera 
Perkins, Eleanor Walker, Janice 
Hascltinc, Prescot Van Vlect, 

Edith Ewald, Barbara Allard and 
her two guests all put in some 
timo and work. Hails were t alien 
out of the floor boards, one half 
of the back section was taken 
apart and nails taken out, and 
the spring hole was made deeper. 
There was also time for 
loafing in the sun, short walks, 
and a trip to tho lake. As has 


H 

happened before on some of our 
hikes, the cloudy morning turned 
into a beautiful, warn, sunny day. 
Discounting the previously 
suggested names for the camp of 
"Christmas Tree Lodge" and ”Dis 
Lodge” wc now have a serious 
suggestion: ” Sunny side Camp.” How 
do you like it ? Wc would like to 
hoar from members in regard to a 
name for our new, old camp, Please 
send in your ideas to tho Editors, 
SKOKE & BLAZES, 129 Bellevue Avc,, 
Ru 1 1 and , Vc rmo nt , 


MORE TRAIL WORK 

Trails chairman, Craigue 
Perkins has been over the Trail 
from Buffam Shelter to tho new 
camp site. He painted blazes 
where they were needed and put 
up directional arrows in some blind 
spots. Just north of the Shelter 
where a lumbering job has boon 
going on, quite a bit of work was 
required. From the top of Button 
Hill down to tho new camp site. 

The Trail was found to bo in excel- 
lent condition. 

Another day was spent on the 
Trail from Long Trail Lodge to 
two miles north of Killington, 

Blazes were cut and painted and 
signs were placed a Pico Junction, 

Work that needs being done was noted. 
There are three blowdowns that 
should be removed from the Trail, 
and some two to three foot ever- 
greens should be cut out to widen 
the Trail in spots. 

There are a few wet spots on 
this part of the Trail that could 
be easily taken care of if a worker 
had a hoc along to divert tho flow 
of water to some other place besides 
tho middle of the Trail, Hiking 
up or down a dry brook bod isn*t 
tho easiest kind of hiking. Hiking 
over a wet one is worse. 

The Trails chairman hopes to 
complete the Trail to Killington soon, 

work 



COMING HIKES 
Tine - July 3 A# 5 

Place - Parker Canp to Smugglers 
Notch 

It is tine again for our 
annual trip to the northern part 
of the Long Trail. On the two 
previous expeditions we completed 
following the Trail from the Canada 
Line to Parker Canp, This year 
should bring us down to Smugglers 
Notch, 

The base canp will bo set up 
a few yards north of a road from 
Watorvillc to Johnson on the Long 
Trail where it enters the road 
from the north. 

To roach the campsite from 
the west (the best), take Routes 
108 and 109 north from Jefferson- 
ville toward Watorvillc. Just as 
you enter Watorvillc village, 
take a square right turn immediate- 
ly beyond a house on the right with 
a low white picket fence. This 
is a good road shown in the Guide 
Book but not on the state highway 
nap. About two miles up this road 
bear right at a fork. About a 
mile from this point make a left 
turn from the highway through a 
blind opening in the bushy fence 
row. This is the camping spot, 
and the place whore the Trail en- 
ters the road. If you see white 
blazo3 as you drive along the 
road you will know you have missed 
the propper turn-off, so, shame 
on you, go back and find it. 


To roach the campsite from 
the cast turn north from Johnson 
between a church and a bank, 

(Avoid Route 100 C) Cross a con- 
crete bridge. Go about a mile 
and branch loft on a good road. 

After a little ever a mile you 
should cross a bridge at a place 
called "Hillside School" on the 
Hyde Park sheet of the Geological 
Survey nap. The school i3 there*. 

Take the road just to your loft of it. 
About two miles from here the 
Trail cones in from the loft and 
follows the road a short distance 
to a blind right turn through the 
bush fence row. This is the 
campsite. Drive in and make your- 
self at homo. 

The Saturday Hike will be 
4,9 miles from the campsite to 
the point on Route 1 5 whore the 
Trail leaves it to the south. 

The Sunday Hike will be from the 
Davis Neighborhood to Parker Camp 
and back to Base Camp. The dis- 
tance will be 9.8 miles. The 
Monday Hike will bo 11,6 miles 
from Route 15 to Sr.rugglors Notch. 

This last day will bo a bit rugged. 
Each individual should make 
his own arrangements for transpor- 
tation, equipment, food etc. 

People planning to take in the 
Saturday Hike should have camp 
set up and be ready to start by 
3 P.M. at the latest. The Sunday 
Hike should start by 10 A.M. 

Churches are available in Johnson 
and Morrisville, The Monday Hike 
should got started by 8 A.M. 


NEXT OUTING 

Spring Lake - Sunday, June 20 th. 

Many hands will be needed 
before the spring Lake Shelter 
is up again and ready to re- 
name, so it is hoped there will 
be a good turn-out on the work- 
hike on June 20th. Comb out for 
the hike through pleasant woods, 
for the good companionship, and 
the feeling of achievement when 
the work is done. We will leave 
from Meldon School at 9*00 A.M. 
for the early workers - others 
can join us later at the new 
location. 

Betty Ball, Ch. 

GMC ANNUAL I-EBTING 

The GMC Annual Meeting held 
at Long Trail Lodge on Saturday, 
May 29th was, as always, an in- 
teresting and enjoyable affair. 
Since the various phases of the 
meeting will be reported on in 
detail in your next LONG TRaIL 
NEWS, we will give you here only 
a general birdseye view. 

The crowd started to assem- 
ble shortly after 10 a.M. and the 
sociability of greeting old and 
new friends was augmented by the 
excellent coffee and doughnuts 
served '‘on the house' 1 . 

By 11 o ’clock there was a 
good attendance for the opening 
of the business meeting. The 
Secretary's and Treasurer's 
reports, and reports from the 
various committees and sections 
represented, took up the remain- 
der of the morning. 

At 12:30 we adjourned to the 
main Lodge for dinner. This was 
another opportunity to renew ac- 
quaintance and exchange ideas 
with members of other sections. 

The meeting reconvened at 
2 l.Ti. to complete the business 
of the day. This included a re- 


port on the plans for the sale 
of The Lodge property and the 
election of the Trustees. 

Nature hikes had been planned 
for the latter part of the after- 
noon. Rain interfered however, 
and most were content to stay in- 
doors and fill in the time with 
bridge, canasta, and visiting. 
a few of the more venturesome did 
get in short x/alks just before 
supper . 

For the evening program 
irrof . Roy Buchanan showed slides 
illustrating his talk, THE LONG 
TRaIL I IB .VS SEEN IT. If you 
know Irof. ^uchanan we don't have 
to tell you how good this was - 
if you don't know him - well - 
you've surely missed something 
worthwhile . 

The evening closed with a 
reminder of the activities planned 
for the next day and an admonition 
by the new GMC president, Craigue 
rerkins, not to be bothered by the 
weather (pouring rain at the moment) 
os it woulc. be gone by the next day. 

Sure enough, he was right. 
Sunday proved a perfect day for 
the expeditions to Little Rock 
lond, Millington, and iico. Good 
too for relaxing at the 1 erkins 
camp, a sort of general head- 
quarters to which the various groups 
returned for a pleasant evening. 

Monday was another fine day. 
Those who could stay over enjoyed 
trips to Blue Ridge and to the 
beaver dam. 

From the point of view of this 
reporter the only thing which 
marred an otherwise perfect Annual 
lx c ting week-end was the small 
attendance from the Millington 
Section. We appreciate the inter- 
est of those idio did come. We 
were sorry to have so many of you 
miss a pleasant experience, so we 
hope that when the Inters ectional 
comes along Millington Section 
will take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity and be on hand. 

V 
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LITTLE ROCK iOUD 

b y 

Roy Buchanan 

trail trip is a (difficult 
thing to x-/rite about unless some 
serious catastrophe livens up 
the proceedings, ^s I thought 
about the May 30th hike to Little 
Rock lond, that seemed to be ex- 
actly the case. .aid then I re- 
membered the two dire events of 
the day and I set to work with 
this result. 

The first one is bad and it 
concerns you, gentle reader, (if 
you do read so far) and me also. 
It -was so serious that I hesita- 
ted for days and day 3 before 
doing anything about it. Come 
xifitli me behind the kitchen door 

and I 'll tell you all Vera 

ierkins told me that I must write 

an account of the trip and 

that you must read it. Doesn't 
that spoil the day for both of 
us .' 

The other catastrophe con- 
cerned an innocent porkie. Some- 
one killed him and dumped him in 
the pool of water that occupied 
the toilet. "Ding dong bell; 
Porkie 's in the well, './ho put 
him in? Little Johnny Green. 

Who pulled him out? Great, 
strong Jack Stcut. 1 ' W c know the 
identity of Jack Stout and so wo 
give him credit for pulling the 
porkie out and for leading him 
far over the hill and leaving 
him there x^ith the proper cere- 
monies so that he can waste his 
sweetness on the dessert air. 

But if we know Johnny Green, we 
would dispose of him also, far 
away and with the proper cere- 
mony. 

Well, anyhow, the trip in to 
Little Rock x^as all that we ex- 
pected and the stay there on the 
rocks x/as very pleasant and rest- 
ful. The day couldn't have been 
better. Elies were present but 


but a nice breeze sept them off 
enough so that they bit just 
enough to make us appreciate how 
nicely the breeze kept them off. 

Pour Burlington GMCcrs x>ian- 
dered in to the iond where five 
Rutlandites plus two Rutland- 
Benningtonites welcomed the north- 
erners and made their visit en- 
joyable. 

Thanks for your hospitality. 

EXECUTIVE BO.aD I EE T I KG 

The May meeting of the Ex, 
Board was held Monday evening. 

May 17th at Craigue ierkins' 
home . 

One of the main items of 
business x;as the consideration 
of x/liat trail x;ork we should 
have done by the iatrol. The 
money xdiich x/c voted for this 
purpose at our annual meeting 
will buy about 2 days xjork. We 
want to get as many of the most 
important needs taken care of as 
is possible in that time. Trails 
Ch. , Craigue ierkins, x/as able to 
give us advise on this as he and 
Mary ierkins have been over a 
large part of our section this 
season, erecting directional signs 
and repainting blazes. The fol- 
lox:ing work was decided on as of 
primary importance for the iatrol 
to do if possible;- take out 3 
bloxr-dox/ns between Gherburne lass 
and i ico ; trim out small encroach 
ing evergreens along The Trail 
bctx/ccn iico and Millington; 
clear trail from iico Eholtcr to 
Pico leak and doxm to the Junction 
clear trail on the last mile to 
Millington from the north; clear 
trail above Clement. 

At this meeting several 
possible solutions to the problem 
of what to do about the bridge on 
The Trail at East Claroncon were 
discussed, 

Harold Valiquotto reported 
progress on preparations for our 


“What * s-Its-Kame" rebuilding 
project. He plana to have some 
work on this lined up for us for 
the June 20th outing. 

Unfortunately, we had no 
report from the Shelter or 
iublicity Chairmen. 

Our treasurer, Eleanor 
Walker, reported that as a result 
of dues reminders which she sent 
out she had received renewal mem- 
berships to date amounting to 
$ 3 ^ • 

The names of two prospects 
for junior mrmbership were sug- 
gested and copies of the current 
SMOKE & BLAZES sent to them. 

The next Board meeting will 
be held in mid July. 

ADDITIONS TO iJBMBERSHIi LIST 

Mrs, Margaret Bonnlandcr 
Mrs, Grace Hayward 
Carol .sin Martin 
Bernice Tuttle 
Um, 3, 'Tuttle 
Gerald Wheeler 

SOMETHING TO INVESTIGATE 

Investigations being popu- 
lar those days we offer you 
something which seems to have 
possibilities , 

Churchill Scott made a visit 
to Tucker Lodge the other day 
and, finding a sizable hole in 
the foundation, plugged it up by 
wedging a stone in as tightly as 
possible. The next day, being 
in the vicinity, he visited 
Tucker again and there was the 
hole all clear. Question - who, 
or what, has a residence under 
Tucker? No reward offered and no 
hearings will be held but if you 
find any interesting clues let 
us know. 


We were sorry to learn of 
the illness of Mrs. Grace Hayward. 
We wish her an early recovery. 


CAMPING OVER THE FOURTH 

If you do not care to do any 
hiking on our July 3,[^and $ trip, 
why not come along and enjoy a 
good camp out. The campsite se- 
lected is ideal for this. It is 
located in a field with a good 
brook at the back end where the 
Long Trail goes into the woods, 

Barrows Camp is only about 
a quarter of a mile up the Trail; 
a slight climb but not steep. 

This would make a nice spot to 
walk to and have lunch. The camp 
is attractive and in good condition. 

Prom the campsite you are not 
far by car from Mt. Mansfield. 
Another suggestion is, drive over 
and take a ride up the chair lift 
for a wonderful view. 

Our past experience of carap- 
ing and hiking has proved enjoy- 
able for both parties, so come 
along and enjoy the fun. 


TRAIL PATROL WORK 

Our Killington Section Vice 
President, Bill Allard, is work- 
ing as captain of a trail crew 
under the supervision of Prof. 

Roy Buchanan. No doubt we shall 
sec the result of the work he and 
the three other young men working 
with him are doing when we hike 
up north in July. 

We know Bill has boon working 
hard at his books at the University 
of Vermont Medical School this past 
school year. The woods and trails 
can act as a sedative all summer 
so that when fall comes around 
again he will bo ready and glad to 
hit hard at the books again, 
i 

BALD MOUNTAIN TRAIL 

Churchill Scott has agreed 
to help the Girl Scouts with their 
summer project of trying to im- 
prove the Bald Mountain Trail, 


MT. AEOLUS 
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Last year we canceled the 

Mt. Aeolus trip because of rain. 

This year we made it in spite of 
rain. At starting time there 
were several patches of blue sky 
and prospects for clearing weather 
were bright . Once we xifcrc on tho 
mountain however, it started to 
drizzle and continued off and on 
all day. 

Armed with a topographic map 
and 0 'Kane's "Trails and Summits 
of the Green Mountains" we drove 
to a point near Manchester where 
wo left Route 7 for the back roads. 
After an assortment of "lefts", 
"rights", "bridges", and "hills" 
we arrived at what we thought 
was the "Old McLaughlin Blaco," 

Then we loft our car and started 
toward Mt. Aeolus following an 
abandoned marble hauling road. 

The mountain seems to be 
covered with a net work of wood 
road3 of all ages and we soon 
lost all track of the several 
turns described in the book. We 
visited three abandoned marble 
quarries but which was "One", 

"Two", or "Three" referred to, 
wo hadn't the least idcai 

The walking was good though 
somewhat damp* A deer was 3oen, 

The plants along the trail were 
quite different from those seen 
commonly along tho main range of 
the Green Mountains. There were 
many yellow lady slippers and we 
found several vino like plants 
with purple and white bell shaped 
flowers about an inch long. Even 
the ferns looked different. Prob- 
ably the limestone soil was re- 
sponsible for much of this strange- 
ness.. 

At last we came out on a 
ledge from which wo could look 
down on East Dorset and tho neigh- 
boring valley. It was so misty 
that much of the more distant 
landscape had to be left £o the 
imagination. 


Only a short distance above 
this point our trail led us to tho 
mouth of the cave. It was really 
open enough sc that a hay wagon 
could be driven in; although that 
wouldn't be such a good idea. 

Wo built our fire at the 
mouth of the cave where the over- 
hanging rocks protected us from 
the continuing drizzle. At this 
point we were welcomed by a white- 
footed mouse who came boldly with- 
in a foot of the fire and, after a 
little teasing, took crumbs from 
Barbie Allard's hand, 

Tho coffee pot boiled in record 
time in spite of tho wot. After 
dinner a party was organized to ex- 
plore the cave. The first big 
room slants steeply down for one 
hundred fifty foot with a domed 
ceiling and broken rocks for a 
floor. At tho lower end several 
narrow passages load off somewhere 
maybe. Wo squeezed into the most 
promising for ton feet but it was 
wet, cold and dirty sc we postponed 
further research till another day 
with better lights and older clothes. 

Coming down we followed any 
r^ad loading downhill and car.ie out 
on the road within a mile or so 
from our car. 

Next tine we want less rain 
and more visibility but it was an 
interesting adventure in now 
territory. You should have been 
there, 

*«**»"*)>*■<»**« *i'7r;i ■< r*»»”nV v"“ >■ 

A NEW HIKER 

We were pleased to receive 
an announcement introducing 
"A New Hiker On The Road To Life." 

Jack and Janet Martin are the 
■proud parents of a now baby girl, 
Carol Ann, born June 11th, 1954 -* 

» • » » * ' •: -V . -V' 
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A suggestion for the name of 
former Spring Lackc C.: "Monni iloov" 
(Many Move) by Allegro. Milano . 
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Betty Ball 


Tine - Sunday, July 18th 
tlace - C.V. Camp Chittenden 

A day at the C.V* Camp on 
Chittenden Resevoir is becoming 
a pleasant annual event. 3^tfim- 
ming, loafing., eating, hiking, 
are all part of the program. 
Eleanor Walker is the hostess 
for the day. The time of leav- 
ing heldon School is 10:00 u.K., 
but the group may be joined at 
the camp at any time. 

Time - Saturday jt-.h,, July 31st 
I lace - Wallingford - Elfin Lake, 
White Rocks, and Ice Caves 

This Saturday afternoon out- 
ing has lots of variety, and can 
be joined at several places. Cars 
will leave heldon School at 1:30 
i .K. , probably for a swim at 
Elfin Lake. It has been suggest- 
ed that cars will park at the 
White Rocks parking area after 
the swim, and hikers take the 
Ice Caves path from that s'lot, re- 
turning to "White Rocks picnic 
area for supper. Other combina- 
tions of activities are possible 
and may be arranged to suit the 
wishes of those attending. Cliff- 
side Trail is a nice little scram- 
ble. Watch for the duck hawk 
that usually nests on the cliff, 

? the pcegregrine falcon of the 
days of knighthood. 

% 

Time - Saturday r.h*, Aug. 11; th 
Ilace - Texas Falls 

Here is another Saturday 


afternoon picnic place that should 
provide a cool place on a hot day, 
(if we have any such this summer). 
There is a little hike aroanc the 
Falls, and a pln^e to swim, rumor- 
ed to be cola and deep, but this 
will mostly be a nice ride, a 
social hour, and good eating. 

Hikers can drive to the top of the 
mountain ana try some of The Long 
Trail, to Lake ileiad, or in the 
other c ircction, to work up a good 
aopetite. Swimming in Lake ileiad 
is another oossibility . 

Cars will leave heldon School 
at 2:00 }. .1 ., but again anyone 
can join the group at any time, 

hILLIHGTOi! WORK inRTY 

SURD AY, JULY "^th 

ii work party is being planned 
for Sunday, July 25th. The object- 
ive is to make much needed repairs 
on the roof of Cooper Lodge, 
Killington. 

as jou know this is a long 
trip and it would be nice to 
have enough people out for iM'ork 
so that only this one journey 
would be needed to get these re- 
pairs done. 

This isn't a ‘’for men onl-'.’" 

K 

party. We xjon't ask the 'gals' to 
x^ork on the roof, but there is 
plenty of window washing amd simi- 
liar work right in their line 
which needs to be done. So, come 
one, come all, let's have this 
work party set an attendance record 
and get the job finished up in this 
one trip. 

It is important to contact 
Craiguo j- erkins by Saturday, July 
21gth if you plan to be one of the 
party. lie will give you starting 
time and necessary details. 


OIBRaTIGH olTi.HY BIDE 
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The outing scheduled for 
Sunday, June 20th, was planned 
with the hope of getting out a 
sizeable party to carry forwarc 
the building of 3UHKYBILL Samp. 
Hcrold Valiquette, chairman of 
the project, was on hand to get t 
the day’s work started. It was 
somewhat disappointing to find 
such a small group assembled at 
heldon School ready for work » 
However, those attending prove e 
to be capable and ambitious work- 
ers and an appreciable amount w 
was accomplished curing the day. 

Holes for the foundation 
posts were dug, the path to the 
spring was well brushed out, and 
further work done on deepening 
the spring hole and diverting 
surface water from arounc it. 

It wasn't all work either. 
There was time out for visiting, 
a relaxing lunch hour, and short 
hikes by some along shady por- 
tions of The Trail near- by. 

Although # there were ome of 
the so-called "friendly flies' 1 
around, in general the fly situa- 
tion was not so bad as it often 
is at this time of year. 

This Sunday proved to be 
one of the quite hot days so far 
this summer and by the end of the 
day we were more than ever con- 
vinced that jUriVYSII-E is well 
named. 

There will be more work 
parties here in the future when 
the summer rush in the awning 
business lets up and Harold has 
more time. ,<e hope that some of 
you who have not yet been able to 
lend a hand to this project will 
try to be around for some of those 
these later efforts, we'll let 
you know when they arc scheduled. 

This camp is going to be a 
particularly nice objective for 
winter outings when it is complet- 
ed and the sooner we have it done 
the sooner we can enjoy its use. 


hiiw iiiJ'ja- 1 LaIE 

Per air August' issue 
heave.' a. new design for our jLOKE & 
aluiZE 3 name-plate. Hilma Erickson 
is the artist to whom we fcill 'boin- 
debtec. for our 'near look*. This will 
be’. the-' fourth name-plate cesign 
to appear on our publication. The 
previous artists have aeon Janet 
Lartin, Ray Catozzi, and Jane 
3abourin* The big reason for a 
new name-plate every now and the$i, 
isn't just that we like a change, 
it's that the stencil wears out; 

1/e appreciate the help all these 
people have given us by keeping 
us supplied, 

TRIj. TO I'.T . i -Jjij 

Churchill 3cott has made one 
trip on to Bald ht. to conduct a 
group of Senior Girl Scouts and 
Leaders and aic then in starting 
a project on remarking and re- 
locating a trail up this popular 
mountain, wo uneer stand that this 
party coverce about 2/3 of the dis- 
tance and another trip will pro- 
bably be necessary to complete the 
location of the trail, After this 
the Girls .Scouts plan to continue 
to work on improving the trail, and 
hope to U3e it extensively curing 
their camping season. 

This is a good illustration 
of a cooperative project which will 
be of advantage to both the coop- 
erating organizations, 

i©.j o-ILL xER.a CILiIRi .aH 

irescott Van Vleot has been 
appointed as shelters chairman* 

Van takes over from Emile oosolli 
who fines he is too busy at ire- 
sont with his Archery Club activities, 

HE. • SCHEDULE.} Eli CLO SED 

You will find your copy of the 
Outing schedules for the last half 
of the year enclosed with this issue. 


JULY 4th TRIP 
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Our third, annual July 4th 
trip was voted, a huge success by 
the six hikers and tv;o campers 
who made it. Twenty-four more 
miles of Long Trail were covered 
from Parker Camp to Smuggler’s 
Notch. 

Eleanor Walker and Pearl 
Nichols camped out with us, and 
provided much needed taxi 
service. The hiking party con- 
sisted of Vera Perkins, Emile 
Bosceli, Ray Catozzi, Barbara 
Allard, and Craigue and Mary 
Perkins. 

Wc set up our tents Saturday 
in a field next to Judcvine 
Brook about a quarter of a mile 
south of BarroxtfS Camp, and 
right on the Long Trail. Roy 
Buchanan is to be thanked for 
suggesting this excellent spot. 

Saturday afternoon wc hiked 
south from camp to Route 1 5 
near Johnson. This took us over 
Prospect Rock from which wc 
could look down on the Lamoille 
River. This was an easy hike. 

Sunday morning we drove up to 
the Davis Neighborhood School 
site, and hiked up the approach 
trail to the Parker Camp whore 
wo loft off last year. This day's 
route led along the ridge of 
Laraway Mountain to its famous 
cliffs. Wc hated to leave that 
lovely vicxtf. The trail down 
Laraway follows ledges close 
under the cliffs and should bo 
on everyone's list of "favorite 
spots." Wo cooled our feet in the 
stream in Codding Hollow and 
Walked into camp in time for a 
good supper before dark. 

Monday was the big day; 11.6 
miles from Route 1 5 to Smuggler's 
Notch. Not too much in distance 
but we climbed 3215 feet from 
Route 15 to the top of Whitcfaco 
in 6,5 miles, all up hill. 

Just after wc started it be- 
gan to rain and kept up till a- 
bout two o'clock. Wo xvcrc soon 
soaked and stayed soaked till wc 
got back to camp at night. 


Walking in the rain wasn't 
so bad after x^o got used to it, 
and that didn’t take long. The 
clouds did partly interfere with 
the view from the top of 
Whitcfaco , and the wind was a 
little cool up there, but that 
situation was mot successfully. 

It was a long pull over 
Madonna Peak and wc began to 
race against time to got out of 
the x-joods before dark. Emile 
went on ahead and started a fire 
at Sterling Pond Camp for us to 
warm up but wc couldn’t stay long. 
Luckily the trail down to the 
Notch had just been worked by 
the Patrol and was in good con- 
dition so wc got back to camp 
before dark. 

Bill Allard and his crow 
were staying at Barrows Camp 
Monday night so we had a visit 
xtfith them, 

W o missed Carl and Maxino 
Ncwhall who have been with us 
on former July 4th expeditions. 

Next year wo will be doing 
Mansfield. That should bring out 
a larger crowd. Six is fun but 
twelve is funner. 

ABOUT SECTION MEMBERS 

Michael Jennings has returned 
to his home in Rutland after 
serving in the U.S. Navy for four 
years. 

Daniel Jennings recently re- 
ceived a Masters Degree from 
Boston College and is to be called 
into Service so^n. 

While doing Long Trail Patrol 
work about a mile south of Taylor 
Lodge on Pit, Admiral Clark, Bill 
Allard found a camera near a blow- 
doxm. Miss Tyc had received a 
letter irk’cgard to the lost article. 
It wasn't long before camera end 
owner wore together again and 
everyone was happy. 

Betty Ball ha3 left for a 
six weeks vacation. The wost 
coast is her destination. 


HIKING IN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS 

The appalachian Mountain 
Club of Boston, Mass, announces 
Jhat its nine modern huts, built 
for the enjoyment of the climbing 
public in the White Mountains, 
opened June 20th for their 66th 
summer season. 

These huts are unique moun- 
tain hotels offering many of the 
luxuries of home, substantial 
family-style meals, and a chance 
to travel light for as long as 
one wishes They are located 
an easy days' walk apart all the 
way from Lonesome Lake Hut above 
Franconia Notch to Evans Notch 
Hut on the Maine-New Hampshire 
line in Stowe, Maine. In travel- 
ing this chain, the hiker walks 
over the backbone of the White 
Mountains, and need only to bring 
clothing and personal articles 
to enjoy a grand vacation. 

The all-inclusive day rate 
charged at all huts is w 6 , 60 . 
Special rates arc made for or- 
ganized groups of eight or more 
with confirmed reservations 
made in advance . 

It i3 suggested that those 
desiring more information on any 
of the huts, write to J. B. Dodge, 
Hut Manager, Pinkhara Notch Camp 
Gorham, New Hampshire. Book- 
lets arc available from him on 
"The A.M.C, Summer Huts", 

"Pinkham Notch in Winter”, or 
"Suggested Climbing Trips in the 
White Mountains". 

NEW OUTDOOR BOOKS 

Tent Camper's Guide to New 
England and New York State Camp- 
ing Areas - 60 p., $1,00 
from Outdoor Publishers, P.0. 

Box 55 , Rocky Hill, Conn. 
Essential information on loca- 
tion, facilities, and activities 
of camping areas. 

Songbirds In Your Garden - 
27I4. p., illustrated - .$3.95 
by John K, Terras 


u WHY I CLIMB 

! b y 

| Ija N, Kornor 

j (taken in part from APPALACHIA 
i Ija N. Kornor is a professor 
of psychology and psychiatry 
and in this article seeks to 
probe into the spiritual values 
of climbing and to evaluate the 
reasoning of climbers.) 


Climbing does not involve 
solely physical activity, but 
also provides me with great emo- 
tional satisfaction. I climb 
because mountain country is 
beautiful. The beauty of nature 
means more to mo in its manisfes- 
t at ions in mountains than in any 
other geographical shape. 

Climbing moans to mo the 
society of people who have values 
ideas, and a style of living 
similar to my own. I enjoy 
company whore I 3Lo not have to 
explain myself, where I can 
assume that a great deal of my 
enthusiasm is shared. 

If the peak is well chosen 
for the level of my climbing 
capacities, its attainment is 
associated with a maximum use of 
my physical ego. 

I climb because it gives 
me distance from the problems, 
involvements and tensions of 
everyday living. In climbing 
and living the life of a mountain 
oer I obtain that unique peace 
which wo seek and find only in 
the mountains. 

A climber is a man who 
know3 his strength and is willing 
to live by and on it. His goal 
is clear and well defined; it is 
without doubts and conflicts. 

Ho has friends with whom ho is 
united for the same purpose 
inseparably. His rewards are 
inexhau stable. He obtains 
beauty, serenity and peace - 
for a well paid price in labor. 
And if "it happens to bo there," 
I'll climb it also. 



COMING EVENTS 

by 

Betty Ball 

Time - Aug, 28-29 Sat, & Sun, 
Place - Mt, Tabor 

INTERSECTIONAL CAMP OUT 

Here's the chanco to got 
acquainted with hikers and 
campers from other sections. 

You can camp beside your car in 
a pretty section of Vermont, 
with lots of good hikes accessi- 
ble, There's a nice hike up to 
Griffith Lake, with a fine look- 
out over the valley, Tho Mt, 
Aeolus hike is fun, with a large 
cave to explore at tho top. 

Long Trail hikes to Little Rock 
Pond, and to Griffith Lake from 
Mad Tom Shelter, or from the 
Peru road are easy to do with a 
bit of riding at the start. An- 
other possibility, which might bo 
a new hike for the veterans who 
have dene all of the above, is 
tho Stapleton Trail from Styles 
Peak to Griffith Lake, So there 
is lots of variety possible. 

Time - Sunday - September 5th 
Place - Killington Peak 

A favorite hike with a won- 
derful view. This time we will 
again approach from the West 
Bridgewater approach trail. A 
party from Glens Palls plans to 
join us, so we'll have another 
chance to meet new hikers. We 
will leave Mcldon at 8:30 A,K. 
to give us plenty of time on top. 
Lot's hope for a clear day. 


KILLINGTON SECTION TRAIL REPORT 

Tho two big projects of tho 
Trail Committoc this year were 
to make a trail through the lum- 
bering operation north of Clement 
Shelter and to repaint blazes on 
the whole section of Trail. 

One large Section work party 
and one day's work by the Long 
Trail Patrol have pretty well 
takon care of the lumber slash. 

Blazes along the Long Trail 
have been ropaintod in both di- 
rections with the exception of 
about throe miles from Clarendon 
Gorge to Sunnyside. Tho Bucklin 
Trail to Killington has been 
painted in one direction only, 
and no painting has yet been done 
on the Juggernaut, 

About half of the lettered 
signs and many dircotional arrows 
have been put up at approach 
places. Throe more trips should 
complete the remarking project. 
This might not have to be repeated 
for 1 three or four years. 

We have Had no bad reports 
on tho condition of the Trail be- 
tween tho Gorge and Sunnyside. 

The rest of the Trail has been 
visited by tho Committee. Last 
year's winter damage was very 
light and the Trail is in gen- 
erally good condition. There are 
very few troublesome blowdowns. 

Brushing out is needed in- 
several places. Tho worst place 
is between Pico and Killington, 

The Bucklin Trail is badly over- 
grown and so is the Juggernaut, 
This work will probably have to 
bo put over to next year. 


EXECUTIVE 30ARD MEETING 

A regular Executive Board 
meeting was held on Wednesday 
evening, August ipth. 

Craigue Perkins reported 
that the re-painting of blazes 
on the Killing ton lection of 
The Trail and the placing of di- 
rectional signs had been nearly 
completed. This work will be fin- 
ished by the end of the season, 

Ray Catozzi presented the 
material he has prepared for use 
in acquainting more people with 
the background and purpose of 
G.M.C. in general, and the ac- 
tivities of the Killington Sec- 
tion in particular. The Board 
considered this material excel- 
lently prepared and authorized 
Ray to investigate the cost, 
possible format etc., for hav- 
ing it printed. We hope at the 
next Board meeting to be able 
to take some definite action on 
thi s • 

Hew Shelters Ch., Prescott 
VanVleet,is starting a record 
of statistics on shelters, in- 
cluding items such as window 
sizes, table sizes, etc., to 
facilitate the making of repairs 
when they are needed. He also 
plans to consider further the mat- 
ter of registers for shelters. 

It was decided that the 
Section’s present bridge over 
Cold River at Clarendon Gorge 
should be abolished as it pre- 
sents a definite hazard. Some 
other method for crossing the 
river at stream level will be 
worked out. 

The need for a different 
stove in Cooper Lodge, Killing- 
ton was considered. Due to the 
effort involved in getting a 
stove to Killington it seemed 
best to buy a new stove for this 
purpose. The type of stove most 
d.os ir able which it would be fea- 
sible to install was discussed, 
Craigue Perkins was authorized to 
purchase such a stove where most 


•2- readily available. 

It was decided to employ 
the Long Trail latrol for an- 
other day's work in Killington 
Section if possible before the 
end of the summer. This day to 
be spent in the construction of 
the toilet house at Clarendon 
for which the lumber is already 
on hand. 

Crcosoting of the lumber at 
ounnyside location has been done 
and this fall will show further 
progress on this project. 

Wc appreciate the attendance 
of officers and committee chair- 
men at these meetings. We feel 
that they help to keep us all in 
touch with what is being done and 
what need3 doing. We would be 
glad of suggestions from the 
membership at any time, 

C.V.CAI1 - CHITTENDEN 

Again this year vie were fav- 
ored with weather just right for 
this t;,pe of outing. While not 
a roallv hot day it was warm en- 
ough to make swimming, sunning, 
and boating most attractive. Also 
it was a day, rare this summer, 
without rain - well almost. • 

Tlier o vicre a few sprinkles at one 
time, just enough to cause one of 
our members all dressed for swim- 
ming to wrap up carefully in her 
bath towel ! 

The camp with its roomy 
screened porch and view of the 
Pond provi ded a pleasant place 
for enjoying lunch. 

In addition to the "regulars 11 
we enjoyed having the Fields - 
Helen, Fred, Tommy, and Peter - 
with us again. Wc arc always 
amazed that there arc not more of 
our members on hand to take ad« 
vantage of this opportunity. It 
isn't every weekend that one can 
have the use of a cottage on a 
lake, with all equipment includ- 
ing a boat, for freej Thanks, 
Eleanor for making this outing 
possible for our group. 


ELFIU LAKE AMD WHITE HOCKS 
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This hot Saturday afternoon 
was made to order for a swim - 
so thought most of the GLC group 
assembled at Iicld.on School at 
1:30 P.K. on July 31st. Arrived 
at Elfin Lake we lost no time in 
getting into bathing suits and 
into the water. It was just as 
delightful as had been anticipat- 
ed, but we were no sooner thor- 
oughly enjoying ourselves than it 
became evident that a storm was 
brewing. In spite of the storm 
warnings everyone, of course, 
waited until the last possible 
moment to dash for the shelter of 
the locker rooms to wait out the 
worst of the rain, wind, thunder, 
and lightening. Prom then on the 
afternoon was spent in alternate 
swimming and dodging in out of 
the repeated downpours. In spite 
of these interruptions the swim- 
ming really was perfect. 

During the worst of the show- 
er we speculated on the fate of 
two of our party who had elected 
to hike from the White Hocks iic- 
nic area to the Ice Caves instead 
of stopping for a swim. 

As supper time approached it 
seemed that an outdoor picnic was 
not quite the best choice so our 
old. stand-by, the Perkins Camp in 
Hendon was selected as the supper 
rendovous. One carload drove 
first to the White Hocks area to 
advise the two absent members in 
case they were still there. They 
weren't. Me learned, later that 
our hikers were on"Thc Socks'* when 
the storm broke, with the obvious 
result. We weren't suprised they 
hadn't waited for us at the picnic 
arcaj 

It cleared, up in the early 
evening and some took a walk while 
others enjoyed, a sunset from the 
porch of camp. On the way homo 
a deer stopped, beside the road 
while we had. a good look, making 
a perfect ending for the day. 


ABOUT FOLKS WE IiilOW 

Dart and. Kelly Emslic sent 
greetings to GHCcrs from Tuscon, 
Arizona, whore they have been 
vacationing, 

Lucy Bishop went to Bermuda, 
for her vacation trip. 

Betty Ball is spending six 
weeks travelling in the .*cst with 
a friend \;ho is also a bird enthu- 
siast. A card from Betty from 
Yosemite National lark sent greet- 
ings and reported having seen, '‘an 
albatross from the coast and lots 
of other fine birds, “ Betty is 
also doing some hiking having 
climbed. Sentinel Dome. Her next 
stops were Crater Lake and Lt, 
Rainier . 

Helen Bailey is in laris, 
France, this summer studying at 
the Sorbonne. Before classes 
began she had. time to do a bit of 
travelling, including a trip by 
car through Brittany. One of the 
things ilolon mentioned, in writing 
of this trip i;as tha.t it was wise 
to have a calendar along. It 
seems that parking regulations 
are a bit unique - on the even 
numbered days one parks on the 
right hand side of the road, and 
on the odd numbered, days on the 
left. 

Earlier in the summer Jim 
Hayward and Hrs. Hayward visited 
their daughter Carol and. family 
in Anderson, 111. , and their son 
Edward and. family in Racine, Wis. 

Congratulations to Charlotte 
and Eugene Keenan on the birth of 
their son, Michael. iUiothcr pro- 
spective hiker wo hopej 

An interesting little folder 
on Bird, lit., has been prepared by 
Minnie A, Rice of Castleton and is 
available from her at 20 / per cqpy. 
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THE PARKS MUST GO I 


MORE ABOUT TREES 




So, say the leaders of 
progress 1 

All across the country, and 
Rutland is no exception, paries 
are being done away with or de- 
filed to make way for parking 
areas, garages, or super high- 
ways. To anyone who loves the 
trees, it is a sad sight to see 
them fall. 

Depot Park in Rutland was 
a small' spot of beauty in our 
down town area. It was beautiful 
because the majestic trees made 
it beautiful. How they are gone, 
never to be replaced -; a spot of 
beauty gone forever. 

Bostonians have been fight- 
ing for some time the threat of 
having an underground garage on 
Boston Common. Destruction of 
shrubs and trees would be prac- 
tically complete if construction 
were undertaken here. Let's 
hope this x^ill never happen. 

San Francisco's Union Sq. 
in the midst of hotel and shop- 
ping district has bean complete- 
ly destroyed by the construction 
of a four story underground 
garage. A roadway, increased 
pavements for walking, and 
tubbed palms and shrubs have 
converted the park into a glor- 
ified roof garden. 

There are other proposals 
and threats to parks in many 
places. An underground garage 
has been projected for Travis 
Park in San Antonio, Texas, In 
this case a suit has been brought 
to prevent the construction of tb 
garage and the project is at a 
standstill pending court pro- 
ceedings . 

In Washington, D. C. there 
are proposals to take over land 
that was purchased for parks 
and use them for six-lane ex- 
pressways , 

We are indeed shortsight- 
od to sell our park heritage 
throughout the land for a moss 
of parking areas, garages, and 
express highways. 


To talk about trous in gen- 
eral is aomowhat like talking 
about people in general. It is 
much more interesting to bo spe- 
cific, so let's talk about the 
Elm tree, 

A groat old Elm gives the 
appearance of a fountain - the 
trunk as the primary jet gushing 
upward and branching as it rises, 
then more jots that appear to be 
a hundred streams that become a 
thousand streamlet twigs and a 
million drops of spattering fol- 
iage. 

Because of its architectural 
form and beauty, this is the ideal 
street tree. Its branches moot 
across the road in a vaulted arch 
that does not hinder the passage 
of high trucks. Perhaps one of 
the best loved features of the Elm 
is the dappled shade that it gives, 

A big old specimen will have about 
a million loaVes, and will cast 
a pool of shadow one hundred feet 
in diameter i 

George Washington's diary 
shows that he was constantly 
searching the bottom-lands along 
the Potomac for wild Elms to trans- 
plant on the grounds of Mount Vernon. 
Today four of those that he sot 
out still stand, the largest of 
them on Bowling Green, 

There we re many Elm trees in 
Abraham Lincoln's life - tho Elm 
above his mother's grave in 
Indiana, the Elms on the White 
House lawn, the Lincoln memorial 
tree at Atchison, Kansas, whore 
tho largo crowd that had gathered 
to hoar him, and could not be 
accommodated inside tho little 
church, sat under the shade while 
ho spoke by tho open window. 

There is an old Elm in Lo 
Claire, Iowa known as The Green 
Tree standing today because the 
citizens of that town refused to 
lot a raili’jay pass through unless 
it routed its w ay around The Green 
Tree. Too bad there are not moro 
LcClaircs scattered over the 
country. 



CGLII'iG HVLI TS 

by 

botty Ball 

Tine - oun., jept. 19 - 9s 30 A.L. 
jtlace - Long Trail- GoaL.cn iass 
to Bucher srook BLeltcr 

The aeries of Long Trail 
Likes each fall have orovec. among 
the most popular of the year, 
bach year we do a section not done 
before by the club, hoping to cov- 
er the whole Long Trail eventually 
with the sunuer camping trips and. 
fall hikes combined . This year 
wc start at Goshen lass, climb lit. 
Horrid, stopping briefly for the 
view from the cliffs over Brandon 
Gap, then take off for territory 
not known to many of us. he'll 
go as far as the Sucker Brook 
Shelter, and then try to find the 
Sucker Brook Trail back to the 
Goshen road, where a car or two 
will be parked somewhere near the 
end of the trail. 

Time - Suncay, October 3 
Place - Long Trail - Licdlebury 

Gap to sucker _>rook Shelter 

This part of The Trail as far j 
as Lake lleiad is familiar to many, i 
but there will be miles more that 
most of us don't know, so come ex- i 
ploring and see new country, he 'll i 
have to back track again on the 
same trail, as the Goshen road at 
the end of Sucker Brool: trail and 


Liddlebury Gap are too far apart 
to be convenient for car exchange. 
However, views are uifierent when 
going in the opposite direction so 
it shouldn't be too dull. Pall 
coloring should be fino so d.on't 
forget your color cameras. 

HULLiiGS SaLE COI.ILG 

It won't be long now, so keep 
your collection of articles for 
the sale growing. The dote and 
committees for this event will be 
announced in our October issue, 

iillD SC IT Ihi.II.LD 

Sunday, jept. was a special 
date on our Outing Schedule. On 
that day members from the Glen3 
Palls See. of the Adirondack Ivt. 

Club were to join us for a trip to 
Killington via the Juggernaut Trail. 

The cay came, the visitors 
came in good numbers - also the 
rain came. After waiting min, 
for signs of clearing it was un- 
animously decided' we were in for 
an all day rain and the party dis- 
persed. So, of course, it clearcdj 
he hope we can get this trip in 
at some other time, 

TRaIL TRIP 

In August, Allegro Iiilano, 
husband, " msan" and ’’Susan's” 
daughter covered The Trail between 
Long Trail Lodge & Little Rock Pond. 




OU?v TR It TO TEXA3 FALLS 

by 

Jrrescott VanVleet 

Saturday, August l[;_th - a 
beautiful day - and off we went. 

Up ‘i'oodstock Ave., and over Lon- 
don Mountain. The entourage of 
two greyhound busloads, one Ver- 
mont Transit full, and 7 cars, 
rolled up and down the hills, lie 
all turned to port at Sherburne 
Stage and on to iittsfield. 

Through Rochester, not daring to 
stop at the village green to take 
in the carnival. On to the thriv 
ing metropolis of Hancock where 
the caravan went straight ahead 
and, lo and behold, the last two 
cars happened to contain 5 GKCcrs 
who turned left and dusted along 
the dirt road for a mile or two 
or three and then swung right for a 
mile t Q Cv very clo Cii* well sit— • 

uated picnic urea; the setting of 
which resscmbles "Grasslands" - 
a state picnic area east of 
Hapgood lone. 

Our party consisted of Mrs, 
J.'S. ITewton of VJallingf ord - her 
two daughters, Louise If. Adams of 
Rutland and Helen IT, Ehlert of 
Detroit* - Jan. Ha sol tine and "yours 
truly". I^s. newton relaxed in 
the car and tended to her knitting 
while the four of us took to the 
wood trail from the parking area 
to "deep in the heart of" Texas 
Palls. There -was not too much 
water flowing but that afforded a 
better look at the water- shaped 
rock formations which looked as 
smooth as a piece of finished mar- 
ble. .after climbing around on the 
rocks our appetites got the better 
of us so xje iooteu to our picnic 
table at the edge of mancock Brook 
where we were joined by a sixth 
member in the form of a rather 
tame chipmunk. After enjoying a 
supper with all the trimmings, in- 
ducing coffee scented with burnt 
birch bark, the evening camp ness 
fell rather noiselessly, so we re- 
traversed the same x’oute to Roches- 


ter where the iJewtons decided to 
investigate the "World’s Fair" of 
Rochester. Texas x ? alls can be 
listed as a very delightful picnic 
area for everybody. 

IT.T-jR 32CTIO:7.»L JHLilHITD 

Your next issue of THE LOiTG 
TRAIL 1 J.»3 will give you a full 
account of this weekend, so we <11 
give you only a general sui.miary - 
just enough to make you want to 
read more J 

The weather man was kind to us 
until late Gunday i ,M. and gave us 
one of the pleasantest weekends of 
the summer . 

Fred Field and a few other 
campers were on hand Friday night. 

Ay 9:30 x,.M. Gaturday, a "tent city" 
was springing up and a good crowd 
had gathered for the Marble quarry 
trip, .another group chose instead 
to go to Griffith Lake. The quarry 
visitors were back by noon and after 
lunch most of them followed the 
Lake trail to the lookout point. 

Back at camp once more we were 
glad to greet now arrivals, have 
supper and gather around the crack- 
ling bonfire for the campfire meet- 
ing. Larry Dean kept things moving 
briskly. Forester Urn. Wentz "visited" 
with us most entertainingly about 
the Rational Forest program ; there 
were the usual good stories of ex- 
periences on and off the trail; 
group singing to which the junior 
members adued greatly; and finally 
a corn roast to finish the evening. 

Gunday ’s hikes included. Little 
Rock iond, Griffith Lake by side 
trail or Long Trail and Mt. ^eolus. 
Cave . 

By mid afternoon hikers were 
returning to camp for n late dinner. 
Boon it was time to break camp . 

Congratulations are due to 
Co-chairmen Fred Field and Larry 
^>ean for a most successful Inter- 
sectional. These outing3 are a 
lot of work for someone but are 
surely a highlight of the GI.C 
year to those who attend. 


a 

ALGONQUIN PARK 

West of Ottawa and south 
of the Ottawa River lies Ontar- 
io's Algonquin Provincial Parle. 

The Park occupies 2700 sq. 
mi. of forests, lakes, and 
rivers. This area is roughly 
equal to all of Vermont south of 
Rutland. There are no villages. 
Supplies nay be purchased at 
three places. There are two 
post offices, and gasoline is 
obtainable at only four places. 

There is but one road 
through the Parle, Route 60, with 
a half dozen short, dirt side 
roads leading to some of the 
hundreds of lakes. 

The only practicable way 
of visiting much of the area is 
by canoe or power boat. Fishing 
and camping are the principal 
sports . 

About seventy-five years 
ago this part of Ontario was 
heavily lumbered, and uncon- 
trolled fires finish the de- 
struction of the original pine 
forest. How the area is covered 
with a second growth forest of 
white and red pine, black spruce, 
poplar, white birch, and a small 
amount of hard and soft maple . 

Host every white ^ine is mis- 
shapen from weevil dammage, and 
there are many dead spruces. 

There is less underbrush than in 
our woods, and fewer species of 
trees . 

The animal life in the Park 
is about the same as that in 
Vermont. They have a few wolves 
and an occasional moose. There 
is a heavy deer population and 
‘’beggars" can be fed and petted 
any time of day along the high- 
way. 

An oxcelent museum con- 
tains mounted specimens of the 
bird and animal life in the 
area with good outlines of their 
life histories. 


There are two public 
camping areas in the Park; a 
small area at Tea Lake with few 
facilities (and few campers), 
and a large developed area at 
Lake of Two Rivers. 

Eere about one hundred 
acres of level forested land 
on the edge of the lake have 
been cleaned up for campers 
and picnicers. There are two 
large, new, tile service building 
with toilets and washing facil- 
ities. Drinking water is obtain- 
able from two pumps. Fireplaces 
are built from slabs of local 
stone uniformly two inches in 
thickness. W ood is obtained by 
driving down the highway a short 
distance, parking the car and 
cutting down a dead pine or 
spruco. When split up this is 
very satisfactory for most pLir- 
poses. If ease of obtaining* 
natural fuel is a measure of 
the wildness of a place, then 
the Park is still wild. 

There is a long sandy 
beach on the lake. The water is 
usually on the chilly side but 
quite swimable. 

People taking canoe or boat 
trips through the Park can make 
arrangements to use any of the 
several small camp sites along 
the canoe routes, A whole 
summer could be spent exploring 
the miles and miles of lake 
shores . 

There is no camping charge 
in the Park, and short term fish- 
ing licenses arc inexpensive. 

Many campers leave camp early in 
the morning and return about 
dark after spending the day at 
some hidden lake deeper in the 
I'/ildcrncss . 

It is unfortunate that 
eight hotels and nine summer 
camps operate in the Park area. 
Canada is such a big place it 
is too bad the Park cannot be 
kept free of commercialization. 


u 


HOW ABOUT IT ? 

If you hunt ducks you have 
to buy a Federal Duck Stamp. The 
inconc frori these stomps is ear- 
marked for the purchase of land 
for wildlife refuges. Less than 
10/i of the money has been spent 
for this purpose. The rest has 
gono for maintenance, lav; en- 
forcement, and research. There 
is no point in setting up ref- 
uges that can't be protected and 
developed, but doesA*t nine to 
one seem like a pretty high 
ratio for this type of project ? 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
manages, on a sustained yield 
basis, sixteen million acres of 
Indian forests. II ow this land 
is to be gradually turned over 
to the Indians. Will this be good 
for the forests, for the Indians, 
or for the public ? 

The Last Texas Chamber of 
Commerce has called upon all 
American citizens to join with 
them in a crusade to bring about 
the sale of the national Forest 
lands to private purchasers. 

They mean all National Forest 
land, but they cite conditions 
in Texas in particular. They 
complain that the Government 
(us) is competing with the 
taxpayers (them). Since less 
than 2 a of the forest land of 
Texas is in National Forest 
tills doesn't sound like the whole 
story. 90/e of the Texas National 
Forest land was bought from 
Texas lumber companies after it 
had been denuded. Now it is 
beginning to recover under pro- 
tection and the lumber companies 
want it back. The idea of abol- 
ishing the National Forests is 
being promoted on a nation-wide 
scale. Will they got away with 
it ? 


The Governor of the State of 
Washington appointed a committee 
to consider whether the Olympic 
National Park should be reduced 
in size. Of the fourteen men on 
the committee, five said ‘‘ITo 11 . 

The other nine suggested that 
the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Secretary of Agriculture 
designate two men to make a 
recommendation. If the Park is 
pared down, would that establish 
a precedent ? 

Eleven million acres of farm 
land in Colorado and Kansas have 
been damaged by the prolonged 
drought in that area, This is the 
second time in a generation that 
heavy damage has occurcd from 
this condition. Would it be bettor 
if this land were returned to 
grass and the loss in food pro- 
duction made up by more irriga- 
tion or better farming methods 
elsewhere ? 

The National Recreation 
Association has made a survey 
showing picnicing to be the 
favorite outdoor recreation in 
every section of the country. 
Couldn't we say that "local papers" 
seem to substantiate that con- 
clusion ? 

The proposed construction of 
a dan at i^cho Park in the Din- 
osaur National Aonument has been 
kicked around for several years. 
While conservationists arc absorbed 
in fighting this proposal, wouldnt 
it be a good tine to slip over a 
dozen or so fast deals in other 
places ? 

A bill, A. II. 8880, was intro- 
duced at the last scssio of 
Congress that would permit the 
Secretary of Agriculture to sell 
certain National Forest lands if 
he thinks they arc bettor adapted 
to private use. Did this bill 
pass ? 
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C0LI1IG EVE;.? 3 

b y 

Betty Ball 

Tine - Sun., Oct. 17 - 3:30 A.K. 
tlace - Long Trail - Kiddlcbury 
Gap to Boyce Shelter. 

be *11 leave at 6:30 A.K.to 
give us plenty of tine on the 
last lap of this fall's Long 
Trail series hikes. Irehaps we 
iron 1 1 get wet this tine but we 
should be used to that by now. 
be hear there has been sone 
lumbering on this section of The 
Trail so some of it may be hard 
to find, but that just makes it 
trickier. The Burnt Hill Trail 
to Breadloaf that we'll come down 
is supposed to be in good condi- 
tion. hot many of us know this 
country and it will be £.n to 
explore • 

Time - Sun,, Oct, 31 - 9* 30 A.li, 
llace - Bird mountain 

This hike usually ^ets rain- 
ed out or is taken in the rain, 
but prehaps the fates will give 
us a clear day and a good view 
this time. This is nearby and a 
shortish hike, so should be easy 
for all. .ye'll leave at 9*30 ^.L. 

Time - Sunday, ho v ember li;.th 
llace - Looselamoo 

be have a choice of trails 
on this one, if we can find them,' 


; prehaps we can go up one and come 
I down the other. One trail goes 
■ near the Cascades which should 
i have plenty of ’water in them. 

; This trip hasn't been on the sched- 
ule for several years so will 
seen different. 

UEATIIER BOTE 

for some reason we had a feel- 
ing we'd been getting a lot of rain 
on our GLC outings lately. Just 
for fun we checked back. Since 
npril 1st we've had only 3 outings 
without rain at some time during 
the day.' This must be some sort 
of a record but enough is enough - 
- sometimes too much. 

aUHnAGE BALE - OCT. 29 

i 

On friday, Get. 29 th, the 
l.'eighborhooa Booms will be the 
scene of oivr annual money making 
event - THE RUMLAGE SALE. .We 
need a stock of things to sell, sno 
get out those garments and nic- 
naco you wish you'd given to the 
last Rummage bale (we know there 
have been several already) and let 
us have them. Collect tilings from 
your friends too. 

we would like your donations 
on Thurs., Oct. 26th and will be at 
the neighborhood booms all that day 
to receive them. Coll Craigue 
ierkins before then if you need 
help to get things to us. 

Let's see if vie can't do • 
even better than last yearj 
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SUCKER BROOK LODGE 
VIA MD. HORRID 
By 

Dan Jennings, Jr. 


There is only one word in 
our heading which is net apropos 
to our outing of Septen’oer 19th 
and that is "lodge". The in- 
clement (to put it mildly) wea- 
ther made the liount quite "hor- 
rid" and by the time we reached 
the brook all eleven of us cer- 
tainly felt like quite a catch 
of "suckers" . However, when it 
comes to the word "lodge", there 
we agree with our friend Vera, 
and say we must draw the line. 

Congratulations arc in or- 
der to Craiguc for his success 
in getting a good fire going as 
our survival would have been 
questionable if we had not had 
that hot coffee to revive us 
for the trip home. Having Pearl 
meet us with her car to help 
transport drivers to whore the 
cars had been left was a great 
service although at one point 
it was rather confusing as we 
tried to plan the most efficient 
way of doing it. I still can't 
decide whether we could have 


done it a better way but anyway 
we all got home. 

We do not wish to sound 
bitter about this outing because 
actually many advantages can 
come from such a trip. For ex- 
ample, we discovered what less 
fortunate humans have known for 
years — what wonderful insula- 
tion and warmth can be obtained 
from old newspapers worn inside 
a coat or jacket.. Then too, it 
isn't every day that you get so 

wet that you have that "it docs- 
'nt make any difference now any- 
way" feeling as you walk just as 
contentedly in the middle of a 
raging mountain stream as you 
would on the trail (and some- 
times it's hard to tell the dif- 
ference). One scientific theory 
was debunked and that is that it 
just isn't true that after you're 


so wet, you can't get any wetter. 

You can ] 

Well, I've got to go and 
change the paper in my shoes so 
that they’ll bo dry in time for 
the next hike. Sec you there. 

KIDDL2BURY GAP TO 
SUCKER BROOK LODGE 
By 

Thelma Valiquette c: Dan Jennings, Jr. 

Seven of the eleven GHCers 
whomade this year's initial "trail 
i covering series" hike had dried 
out\suff iciently to turn out for 
the' second outing. The hikers 
I entered the trail at Kiddlobury 
Gap, ate lunch at the now memorable 
! and familiar Sucker Brook Lodge, 

! and cam© out in the direction 
j of Brandon Gap. 

Long Trail lore contains 
i many interesting and unusual talcs 
1 concerning the improvising of 
clothing necessitated by rain and 
! other mishap 3 but we understand 
j that a now trend is developing 
whereby one changes attire while 
cn the trail. 

All this may sound rather 
mysterious but those who desire 
further clarification are advised 
to consult with "T" Valiquette, 
who in one easy lesson, can show 
you how to stay cool when the 
trail gets hot. 

Although a hikin g club, 
Killington Section occasionally 
has its difficulties with auto- 
motive transportation. At one 
point of transfer on our way home, 
Vera's car refused to cooperate 
and with much shifting of positions 
we managed to get it to East 
i-iiddlcbury for repairs and our- 
selves home (if not for repairs, 
at least for rocuporationj ) . A 
few more of these hikes and the 
ranks of our transportation 
volunteers will undergo a sharp 
increase , 

But anyway, look for us at 
the next hike, 'cause guess what ? 

-- we'll be there i 


HIGHLIGHTS OH LY ULSTER IT TRIi 

by 

Betty Ball 

j 

I wn s lucky to be invited 
on a bird in: . -camping trip to the 
Her West this past suamer. The 
other members ox the party were 
three excellent ornithologists 
so we didn't miss nany western 
birds . 

I joined the party in Ari- 
zona, flying from hew York the 
middle of July. Tucson was hot, 
but a drive up Lt. Ler.anon soon 
brought us to cool pines and 
f lower-bordered, twisting roads. 

We saw three kinds of humming- 
birds among the brillant beds of 
pentstemon. The curious rock 
formations attracted our atten- 
tion, and we topped the day off 
with a blazing sunset as we cane 
down the mountain. 

we rode all night from Tuc- 
son to 3alto Sea, to escape the 
terrific dessert heat. Birding 
at Salton 3en, below sea level, 
was fine, with flocks of birds 
coming from the salt lake to 
feed in the flooded fields, but 
by 7:30 A.K, we were ready to 
leave, as the heat was growing 
intense. 

The California coast was 
beautiful, especially the costal 
highway from San Simeon north, 
and the 17 mile crive along the 
Lonterey peninsula. We even saw 
albatross in the lonterey area. 

The cypress trees and rocky 
cliffs were i,ost photogenic and 
the txio days along here were 
among the finest of the trip, we 
splurged on an abalone dinner at 
the i'isheri an 's wharf in Lon- ! 

terey, and went to summer theatre 
there . 

Prom the coast we headed for ‘j 
Yosemite, one of my favorite 
Rational larks, we found a nice 
campsite and from there took a 
narrow road across _ad;_cr lass. 

One of the rarest birds of all, a 
great gray owl, had been seen on 
this road a year a^o, and there 


it was in the same meadow J The 
next day we went to the Lariposa 
Grove of big trees. Tuolomne Lea- 
dows was our next campsite. We 
could see snow in the High Sierras 
around, and tried a brief swim in 
Tanayo Lake at about 7000 feet, but 
it was too chilly for lingering in 
the water. At Tioga lass, about 
10,000 feet, we watched the Clark's 
nutcrackers, birds of high alti- 
tudes. Our hiking so far was lim- 
ited to short walks near the road- 
sices, but we didn't have to walk 
far to feel away from civilization. 
The Tioga lass road down from 
Yosemite is a thrilling cliff-side 
road, and a dramatic way to enter 
or leave the lark, we headed north 
to colorful Lake Tahoe and spent the 
night camping not far from Donner 
lass. The next morning we hiked up 
to the Sugar Bowl, a glacial cir- 
que, surrounded by high headwalls, 
before heading north to Lassen nat- 
ional lark. There we found the 
first of tiie self-guiding nature 
trails with numbered stakes and 
printed leaflets explaining the 
significance of each stake, we 
learned a lot of natural history. 

This trail brought us to Bump ass 
hell, with fascinating hot springs 
and . ud pots, steaming and boiling, 
i.ere we camped under majestic red fir 
The next afternoon we arrived 
at Crater Lake, here we saw our 
first coney, a little mountain an- 
imal with round ears, and I saw a 
frisking baby bear. The rim drive 
around the lake was fun. Grater 
Lake is certainly a deep blue. 

Vie saw our first .alpine flowers 
at Lt. hood, ^ear grass, also call- 
ed basket grass, as squaws make bas- 
kets from its leaves, was plentiful 
on the road up to Timberline Lodge, 
be walked on snow above timberline 
level, ad: iring the colorful, little 
flowers which grew on the ridges. 

Lt. hood was a beautiful sight, loom- 
ing snow-clad just above us. The 
trip down the hood hiver Valley to 
the Columbia was fine, with glimpses 
of Mt, Hood behind us as we sped nortl 
(continued in Hove: her) 


HOW ABOUT IT ? 


1 * 


The October "Nature Magazine" 
prints a condensation of a talk 
given by Frank E. Eglcr, a 
Research Associate of the American 
Museum of Natural History. 

Mr. Egler questions the pro- 
priety of all-over spraying of 
roadsides and powerlinc rights 
of way for controlling the growth 
of brush. He admits that young 
trees must be kept from such 
areas. Where all-over spraying 
is used practically everything 
but grass is kept back from the 
roadside as far as twenty-five 
feet. Mr. Engler feels that this 
is destructive to birds and other 
wild life, wild flowers, and the 
beauty of cur roadsides in gen- 
eral. He suggests hand spraying 
of individual saplings, thus 
leaving a ground cover of shrubs, 
herbs, and berry bushes instead 
of grass. 

Off hand this sounds very 
expensive, but it is claimed 
that new tree seedlings cannot 
so easily become established in 
this bushy cover as they can in 
a grass cover. If this is cor- 
rect, later sprayings wov.ld be 
less frequent. 

As for the destruction of 
habitat for bird and animal life, 
the area affected by spraying a 
fifty foot wide swath along all 
the roads in Rutland County would 
amount to about one percent of 
the total area. Some forms of 
wild life, such as nice and wood- 
chucks, do better in grass land 
than in weeds. 

Another thing, in travelling 
along a road we often catch just 
a glimpse of a flower, or a bird, 
or an animal, with not quite 
enough tine to identify it because 
vie so soon pass by. If there 
were a twenty-five foot strip of 
grass beside the road wc would 
have five times as much tine to 
look as wc would have with brush 
only five feet away. 


From a highway safety stand- 
point, an open area beside the 
road would provide opportunity 
to pull off the highway in case 
of accident or mechanical trouble. 

Maybe there arc two sides 
to this question. 


Remember those blood suckers 
at Lake Pleiad ? Well they are 
probably still there because 
leeches sometimes live for twenty 
years. 

They can and will attach 
themselves to fish, frogs, 
turtles, or other animals, puncture 
the skin, and withdraw enough 
blood to provide them with food 
for several weeks. The blood is 
kept from coagulating by a chem- 
ical sccrc>ted by the leech. 

Leeches can be kept in an 
ordinary aquarium filled with 
pond water and containing stones 
to aid the leeches in shedding 
their skins. V/ater plants should 
be present to supply oxygen, but 
of course no other animals can 
survive in their company. 

Tropical leeches assume a 
position in readiness to attack 
if a warm object is brought near 
them, or if the light on them is 
reduced as when some animal casts 
a shadow on them. 

Arc our native leeches 
attracted in the same way? Sounds 
like a good project to carry out. 


Much of the country's lumber 
supply has come from the huge 
forests of Washington and Oregon. 

To judge from the ads of the big 
lumber companies, vie would think 
these forests were being operated 
as tree farms. In small areas this 
may be true, but at the present 
rate of replanting it will take 
a hundred years to restock the 
cut-over lands in these two states. 

Who is kidding whom ? 
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COlilEG EVENTS 
by 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sun., Nov. 23 - 10 A.M. 
Place - Blue Ridge Mt . 

Another old favorite for a 
dubious time of year. If warm 
and sunny, an Indian summer day, 
we can climb to the top, enjoy a 
wide-spread view for not-too-much 
effort, and eat by the Cascades. 

If cold we can eat at the Perkins ' 
camp, or we can eat there anyway. 
These lovely evergreen xvoods will 
provide lots of shelter if its 
windy and good birCing too. we 
will leave from Meldon School. 

Time - Sat., Dec. 11-2 P.M. on 
Supper at 6:30 P.M. 

The date is wrong on the 
printed schedule, so be sure to 
come on the \ 11th , Saturday . You 
are sure of lots of good food at 
this covered dish supper, good 
comradeship, and a pleasant enter- 
tainment. Jan and Jack Martin 
will show colored slides. Be sure 
to let Vera know if you are coming 
and find out what to bring. It 
helps to bring your own dishes. 

If you come early there are sev- 
eral very nice hikes nearby. 

RUMMAGE SALE NETS £112 

Thanks to you all for the 
cooperation which provided the 
articles and so made the sale suc- 
cessful. Extra thanks to Isabel 
Hakins, Ruth Postman, Eleanor 


Walker, and "T n Valiquette, who 
with the perennial Rummage Sale 
committee - Mary, Craigue, and 
Vera Perkins - worked in prepara- 
tion and at the sale. 

BIRD MOUITAIN, SUNDAY, OCT. 31 
Janet Martin 

Sunday dawned bright and clear 
so with an extra hour's sleep 12 
hardy souls braved the, by 9s 30, 
threatening weather to climb Bird 
lit. This group came from far and 
near - home towns being as far west 
as Glens Palls, II .Y., and as far 
east as Bremerhaven, Germany, via 
Ludlow to the south. 

The fates were with us and 
it turned out to be a beautiful 
day with good views from the sum- 
mit. The peaks of the Coolidge 
range were covered with snow in- 
termittently highlighted by the 
sun. Betty sj^otted an Osprey and 
a Crimson Grosbeak and felt her 
day was complete. 

Everyone enjoyed a leisurely 
lunch at the spring. Since some 
of us were curious about how 
close the new trail was to the 
old we made our descent by the 
latter. Vie found that they were 
not too far apart at the bottom 
of the hill and that the old one 
was in quite good condition. 

The hike ended with a leisure- 
ly chat at the cars before we all 
turned homeward. V/e hope our 
friends from out of town will be 
with us again soon. 


X 


GREEil HOUITTAIil CuUiTCIL B.S.A. 
APPMHM 'TRAIL EXPEDITION 
by 

Gone Texp pan 

This sunnier the national 
Council, Boy Scouts of America, 
sponsored an expedition designed 
to cover 2100 miles of the 
Appalachian Trail from Iit.Katahdin 
in Maine to Mt, Oglethorpe in 
Georgia. Every local council 
that the trail passes through, 
organized a group of hikers to 
trarip the part of the trail 
assigned to then. This amounted 
to an average of 1+0 niles per 
group. The trail was divided 
into four sections of roughly 
500 niles each. Each section had 
its own log bool: which was carried 
by and added to by each hiking 
group. The Expedition was start- 
ed in each section about July b r tli . 

The last leg in the first 
section was started on August 21 
by twenty-one Explorers and tneir 
leaders fron the Green Mountain 
Council (covering Addison, 
Bennington, and Rutland counties) 
at Hanover, II* H« They hiked to 
the Dartnouth Outing Club ' s 
newton Cabin near Norwich, Vt. for 
that evening’s camping. The next 
day after church the group pushed 
on past the DOC Happy Hill Cabin 
and into the White River Valley 
east of West Hartford where 
Sunday night's canp was nade. 

Good tine was nade on Monday 
over the rough terrain through 
the Bunker Hill and Por.ifret area. 
Evening canp was pitched along 
the Barnard Brook 1^ niles north 
of S. Por.ifret. By chance the 
Scouts cane out of the woods on 
the property of Mr. Louis Lar.iborn, 
a Scouter for nany years and now 
a r.ier.ibe r of the Rational Council. 

He allowed the group to use a 
snail hay field which was indeed 
fortunate for an important reason. 
This was the middle of the trip 
and the rations had run out. The 
Scouts were using prepared packs 
of dehydrated foods weighing l6 lbs. 
each and containing three complete 


neals for eight men. But in order 
to conserve energy and space, only 
two days supplies were carried* 

Alan D. Sheaf fer. Field Scout 
Executive for the Council, had 
nade arrangements with authorities 
at Ethan Allen Air Force Base to 
have the rations for the last half 
of the hike dropped in by helicopter. 
When the 'copter arrived it attract- 
ed quite a group of citizenry fron 
the neighboring farms and provided 
an interesting bit of excitement 
out of the regular routine of the 
hike. 

With a new supjjly of food, 
the hikers started out on the last 
half of the trip and soon picked up 
blue blazes of The Green Mountain 
Club trail. Much to their surprise 
and joy considerable work had been 
just done on the trail and it was 
freshly cleared of a terrific tangle 
of overgrowth and was well blazed. 

The rugged ascent of Cobb Hill 
and the Pinnacle slowed up progress 
especially since it became warm and 
no water was found along the trail. 
The 1933 edition of the Appalachian 
Trail Guide Book which was used as 
a supplement to the maps showed its 
obsolete nature here. Everyone was 
hoping to be able to climb the loo? - 
out tower which was supposed to be 
at the top of the peal: to the south 
of Lakota Lake. But no such struc- 
ture was found and not even a sign 
gave evidence of vrhere it was 
supposed to be or used to be. This 
was most disappointing. The only 
disappointment about the GMC section 
of the trail was the absence of 
mileage markers and signs which 
would encourage the hiker along the 
long and uninhabited regions. 

The last evening’s camp was 
made at Stony Brook south of Hotown 
where most of the boys took a re- 
freshing and cooling splash in the 
pools. By this time the weather had 
proved so beautiful that no one 
bothered to erect shelters as on the 
first two nights. Everyone slept 
under the stars. 

A beautiful Wednesday morning 
found the group hiking the last few 
niles to Sherburne Pass. Lunch was 


cooked on the banks of the 
Ottauquechee River where a few . 

brave souls took another dip. 

For August the water seemed very 
cold but those who went in, en- 
joyed it very nuch. 

The clinb to Long Trail 
Lodge was nade in good tine and 
everyone emerged from the woods 
in good spirits and fine condi- 
tion after IpO miles of hiking. 

The log book for Section 1 
of the Appalachian Trail Exped- 
ition was closed at !+ PK August 
25th with a note about the wonder- 
ful spagetti dinner which was 
cooked for the hikers by Richard 
T. Wales, Chief Scout Executive, 
who met them on the trail. 

» 

MIDDLED bRY GAP TO 30YCE SHELTER 

On Sunday, October 17th, 
nine hikers took the last of the 
fall Long Trail hikes. It was a 
good day for a change and the 
trip was enjoyed very nuch. The 
Trail was in good condition but 
that can not be said of Boyce 
Shelter. This Shelter looks as 
if it had seen its best days. 
Perhaps it could be restored to 
usable condition but that is 
debatable. 

One contributing factor 
that left us in an unfavorable 
frame of mind was that we almost 
sat on a dead porcupine wrapped 
up in cellophane and left on the 
floor of the Shelter. Why do 
people do such things ? 

Another uncomfortable sit- 
uation vjas that outside of the 
Shelter (where we all agreed 
was better than inside) we 
couldn't find a dry spot to sit 
down to eat our lunch. 

When we were back on the 
Trail and headed for the cars, 
the joys of hiking were with us 
again. 

TRUSTEES IiEETIhG 

The trustees of The Green 
Mountain Club met ilov. 6th at 


the Club's office in Rutland, Vt. 
A_ report of t.jLs ul-c wbr v will 
appear in the November issue of 
"The uong Trail Hews . " 


DETOUR - BRIDGE OUT 

That is the sign you will 
see soon at Clarendon Gorge. The 
bridge at the head of the Gorge 
is no more. During the last three 
years we had had several complaints, 
that it was unsafe. Two other 
times repairs were made to the 
planking but finally the main gir- 
ders began to sag. That was too 
much I Permission was obtained 
to burn the bridge and on November 
10th it went up in smoke. 

This bridge was purchased 
from the town of Shrewsbury several 
years ago when the old road x:as 
closedi 

What will we do now ? Well, 
temporarily signs will be put up 
indicating a detour west by road 
one half mile to a covered bridge 
over the river. Or of course the 
river can often be crossed by 
stepping stones or -wading. Next 
year some sort of a bridge will 
be constructed just up stream from 
the old bridge at stream level. 


SUIUIYSIDE WORK PARTY 

On November 6th and 7jrh 
Harold Valiquette captained two 
work parties at the new Sunny side 
location. Besides Harold, Joe 
Hadeka and Raymond Miller worked 
both days. Churchill Scott, 

Roger Pike, Walter Hakins, and 
Craigue Perkins worked one day 
each. 

The cedar posts were all set 
in the ground, leveled, and sawed 
off. Two by six sills and sleepers 
wei^e spiked to the posts. The 
next job is to set the floor 
joists , 

Wouldn't it be nice if we 
could get this nex% T camp finished 
this winter ? 


HIGHLIGHTS OF IY TRIP 

b y 

Betty Ball 

(con’t. from Oct. issue) 

From the mountains we heaced 
again to the coast, this time to 
the country near Tillamock. 'we 
arranged for a fishing trip and 
joined a group at 1^:30 A.h.,in 
Garibaldi. Six fishermen caught 
ling cod, sea bass, and sea trout, 
while the four of us were delight- 
ed with the colorful tufted puf- 
fins which flew and dove nearby. 
Their large red bills and buffy 
tufts were conspicious. He went 
close to the three arched rocks 
and could see through the arches. 
Great numbers of California murres 
were on the rocks while sea lions 
roared and splashed off- sine. 

He went up the coast, ferried 
to Washington, and camped ’with 
skunks in our campsite for company. 
The next day we visited the Koh 
River Rain Forest, with trees as 
much as 2{0 feet high. Another 
fine nature trail here explained 
the features. The State lark that 
night, bogachiel, was outstanding 
for its hot showers. Washington 
looked much like Hew Lngland as we 
heaced north. 

Olympic national iark turned 
out to be much more beautiful than 
I expected, esoeeiallv the excite 
ing Hurricane Ridge trip. The 
road is narrow, steep, and twist- 
ing, but a better one is in proc- 
ess of being made. At the top we 
came out on beautiful mountain 
meadows, some stucc'ed with white 
avalanche lillles, some blue with 
lupine, some a mosaic of many col- 
ors, and all with the dramatic 
backdrop of snow-capped peaks. A 
Bairds sandpiper suprised us by 
lighting on the road at 5000 feet, 
and running about over the snow- 
drifts. Some of the plants came 
up through the snow. 

we spent a couple cays going 
to Canada, shopping in Victoria, 
and taking a boat trip to the San 


Juan Islands, then headed for Mt. 
Ranier, the handsomest single 
mountain of them all. There we 
took a mile hike mostly over 
snow with masses of mountain flo- 
wers between snow patches. We 
watched 8 roped mountain climbers 
far up on the top of the mountain. 
An avalanche tumbled over a cliff 
in the far distance, sending clouds 
of snow into the air. At Yakima 
lark on the other side of the moun- 
tain we drove nearly to timber- 
line, and an easy hike to Frozen 
Lake brought us to country com- 
pletely barren of trees. Flowers 
’were tiny here and the rosy finch- 
es flew by, we promised ourselves 
a longer hike here the next day 
but dense fog drove us down the 
mountain. 

1 . 0 v we headed east until we 
came to Glacier National lark. 

After staking a claim to a good 
campsite at Avalanche Campground 
we drove on to Logan lass where 
we saw rosy finches and the white- 
tailed ptarmigan which look so 
much like rocks it is hard to ex- 
tinguish them. The next day we 
drove up the North Fork of the 
Flathead River and saw many inter- 
esting birds. 

From the mountains we heaaed 
for the praries, where the sloughs 
produced Interesting ducks, shore- 
birds, and terns. We finally ar- 
rived at the Grand Tetons, sharp 
peaks and pinnacles making them 
the most dramatic range of all. 

Yellowstone was our last 
national park, with fine views of 
moose, trump ter swans, coyotes, 
and sandhill cranes. We were 
lucky to see the Giant Geyser go 
off. It only goes off every 60 
hours and often at night. 

We left Yellowstne by a aro- 
matic canyon and came to tlie B ig 
Horn tits., in the afternoon. This 
huge, columnar mass of rock proved 
a fine last sight for an exciting 
trip. I left the party in South 
Dakota after a six weeks outing 
that I’ll never forget. 
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COL TUG EVENTS 

b 7 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sunday, January 2na 
10:30 a.L. 

Place - Clarendon Lodge 

hake a New Year's resolu- 
tion to come on as many of the 
club hikes as possible, and 
start the New Year right by 
coming on this hike, one of the 
lovliest of any on our winter 
calendar. These thick evergreen 
xtfoods can provide comfortable 
hiking in the windiest, bitter 
weather, as the club discovered 
lost year, and the fine lodge 
is snug when lunchtime nears. 
Also other trails and woods 
proviue a variety of further 
exercise. Snox^shoes or sfels 
will probably be helpful. 

Time - Sunday, January 16th 
10:30 A.L. 

Place - Girl Scout Cai,p 

Here's a new one. Pa’s. 
’Whitney, Girl Scout director, 
has offered the use of the 
Girl Scout Camp to the club for 
a winter outing, and x^e can 
snoxjshoe about this forested 
area. This too should provide 
sheltering evergreens to mod- 
erate any possible xjinter x;inds, 
and gives us a new locale. 


SUGGEST IONS , i LE aSE 

'We have frequently remarked 
that xjhile there is no difficulty 
in getting out a good crowd for 
the covered dish supper in Dec- 
ember, when it comes to our 
Annual l.eeting in January x;e 
are apt to have a very small 
attendance. Should we conclude 
from this that it takes a supper 
to bring people out? If so, 
should x-je attempt to inaugurate 
a supper as part of our Annual 
meeting? If we did this should 
we give up the EeeekwooG covered 
dish party, at least at this -1 
tine of year, and transfer this 
type of party to a place in town 
and hold it in connection with 
our Annual meeting? Or should 
we try to find some group which 
■would put on a simple supper for 
us at a moderate cost at the 
time of our Annual Leeting? 

Your Executive Board would 
like your reactions to these 
suggestions and would ^welcome 
any other suggestions you might 
have. In the past we have occa- 
sionally asked for suggestions 
x^ith no visible results. Why 
not change that this time and 
let us hear from you? Dont put 
it off - get your suggestions 
to Vera Perkins right ax-iay by 
itfaii, phone, or personally, as 
there will be a Board meeting 
soon after Christmas. 


X 


MT. MOOSSLAKOO 

Many comments on the weather, 
nostly uncompl enent ary, have been 
noted in reports of hikes this 
past season. Any of these would 
have applied to the outlook, wea- 
therwise, when 9 optir.i5.sts met at 
the Mhldon School on Sunday, 

ITovember l^th for the trip to 
lit. Mooselamoo. However, by the 
tine we had reached the point where 
hiking began, the outlook had im- 
proved somewhat. 

After parking the cars we 
followed up the pipe-line back of 
Lake Dunnore to reach an old road 
fron which a trail to Mooselanoo 
leads off. At one point Yankee 
ingenuity was tested when the 
wide and fairly rapid stream had 
to be crossed on rocks not too 
conveniently spaced for some mem- 
bers of the party. This problem 
was solved by two agile members, 
one on each side of the stream, 
supporting a fallen sapling be- 
tween them thus forming a "hand- 
rail' 1 to assist the less sure 
footed in the crossing. 

As it ascends the mountain the 
trail is on the steep side in 
places, and with fallen leaves cov- 
ering the rather rocky path it was 
wise to watch one’s feet quite 
closely. In spite of this a deer 
was sighted high up on a rocky 
ledge. The steep pitches were not 
too** extensive and it was not long 
before vie were ascending to the 
lookout. On a clear day this point 
should provide fine views. We wore 
only able to distinguish Silver Lake 
and some of the nearer mountains, 
south of us. As the wind was cold, 
the visibility poor, and the trail 
ahead not too evident, we decided 
against proceeding further to reach 
the actual summit. 

Accordingly we retraced our 
steps to the bank of the stream 
where the woods gave shelter from 
the wind and a plentiful supply of 
rocks made the construction of a 
fireplace quick and easy. Here vie 
enjoyed an outdoor meal around a 


cheery fire. As we returned to the 
cars for the drive home, we agreed 
that though cool and windy this 
had turned out to be a good hiking 
day - one of the many days when it 
is actually much nicer to be out in 
the woods than it would seem from 
indoors in town. 

BLUE RIDGE MOUUTAIIT HIKE 

toy 

Jim Scribner 

A hardy group left Meldon 
School on schedule, 10:30 A.H., 
Sunday, i-Tovember 2o, to climb 
Blue Ridge on vrhat promised to 
be a dark and gloomy day. The 
younger members of the group 
showed us clearly that their 
mothers had not slipped when it 
came to giving; then some of Vermont’s 
best energy-giving maple syrup, or 
we would never have reached Crai gue 
Perkins’ place. Thohks for the 
push, boys. 

We set out to hike tip the 
rugged slope of Blue Ridge and at 
certain parts of the trail covered 
with six inches of snow, three steps 
forward and two backward gave a net 
of one. Vie flushed a few grouse, 
and there vie re signs that the deer 
had been told they could romp over 
the rugged Vermont slopes unmolested 
for another year. 

When we reached the top we were 
rewarded by a wonderful view, for 
God had sent his pipe lines down 
through the clouds to drink heartily 
of the water he had so generously 
given a fevi days before. 

After returning from the 
mountain we enjoyed err meal in 
the warm surroundings "of the Perkins’ 
camp* 

(Editor’s note: Jim Scribner 

is a nevi GMC member. He is current- 
ly living in Whitehall where he is 
an engineer for ’Champlain Spinners. ’ 
He drives an extra 60 miles in 
order to join our outings. Think 
that one over.) 


IRE»CHA I3TKA3 SUitER aT bEECHWOOD 


3 

i 

The annual covered dish sup- 
per held at Beechwood on nee. 11th 
has again lived up to its reputa- 
tion as one of the high spots of 
the Club 1 s year . 

The weather same as ordered, 
a crisp, December day, ideal for 
hikers. 

On our way in after crossing 
Stratton Road,We .noted a big - 
change in the scene. Old kan Win- 
ter had left huge piles of snow 
on the evergreens and elsewhere, 
making a Winter Fairyland. Some 
of us chose to walk in from Strat- 
ton Road, having some doubts about 
road conditions. 

Beechwood offered several al- 
ternatives, to sit by the log • 
fire and knit, games of various 
kinds, to strike out through the 
woods on one of the various trails 
or just sit by the fire and chin. 

hembers continued to straggle 
in at all hours. The supper call 
was for 6; 30 and at one time we 
thought that Betty Ball (our Coffee 
Lady) might be stuck in a snow- 
crift. She soon appeared, however, 
and when the coffee was ceclarec 
ready, all hands fell in line for 
the dining, room. 

Such an array of good food 
and such varieties. What made the 
coffee so good? A new formula 
Imown onl 3 r to a few? 

After stacking all this food 
away, those who were able signed 
the register, 21;. members signing. 

In the Kitchen, Janet kart in 
made music in the dishpan while 
husband Jack played his accordion 
in the living room. Christmas 
songs and carols drifting out to 
the kitchen made for the real 
Christmas spirit. 'Just 11 more 
shopping cays before Christmas, ' 
was forgotten. 

Later in the evening' the 
hartins' took us on a tour (via 
colored slices) to various Europe- 
an countries. The German country- 
side was most interesting, espe- 
cially the small villages. 


Vtlar-like castles in the cif- 
f'erent countries, perched on steep 
mountain sides, spoke of early 
t ime s and s trugg 1 e s . 

After climbing the Alps and 
other mountains, we arrived home 
via S.3.AIERICA, and found our- 
selves at Beechwood, a castle more 
to our liking and way of life, 
perched on the sice of East foun- 
tain, Rutland County, in the good 
state of Vermont, U.3.A. 

Many thanks from all of us to 
'the kart ins ' for a pleasant even- 
ing and to our hosts for their 
generous hospitality. 

Kerry Christmas, everyone, 

haude A, Canty. 
vtORIi iAATY AT SUwLYSlDE 

On Sunday, mec. 3th, Karold 
Valiquette and George C onion had 
a two man work party on our recon- 
struction project - Sunnyside Camp. 

They were able to drive only 
as far as the last pitch as snow 
and overhanging, snow-laden branch- 
es finally proved too much for 
Karold *s truck. Here they unload- 
ed the 2 x ij's they were hauling 
in and went the rest of the way on 
foot . 

Arrived at the camp site they 
measured the snoxif on the platform 
and found there was llg inches. 

They shoveled the platform, put up 
one section, reinforced the bottom 
of one, and still having some en- 
ergy left over, carried in part of 
the 2 x ip ' s . 

Karold hopes to have more 
work parties soon and needs man- 
power in getting up the sections. 

How aoout contacting him and arrang- 
ing to lend a hand? 

ABOUT FOLKS wE KB'Ow 

hr. and hrs. Ghas. Sabourin 
and their new daughter, iatricia 
Ann, will be in Rutland for the 
holicays from Decatur, Illinois. 

Dan Jennings, Jr., will be home 
for Christmas from Camp Dix. 


"PARMER * S ALMANAC " 

Have you got your copy of 
the Kart Wright company * s 
"Farrier’s Alnanac for 1955 ” ? 
Well, get it then. 

For sorae unknown reason 
newspapers, magazines, and 
radio commentators have suddenly 
been giving this publication a 
big build-up. Of course the 
"Weather Predictions" are meant 
only as good, clean fun, but it 
seems some people take then 
seriously. 

Let’s see if we can pre- 
dict how good their predictions 
will be for next year. Turn to 
the January page and let’s study 
the fine art of weather guessing. 

The month is divided into 
eight periods of three or four 
days each. This cuts the nec- 
essary guesses from thirty-one 
to eight, a big saving in mental 
effort. 

For each period there is 
a general prediction and than 
some regional comments. After 
throwing out remarks applying 
to other regions we find that 
of the eight periods four have 
only "general" predictions. As 
these are meant to apply to the 
whole United States, there is 
no doubt but that they will be 
true somewhere, rio matter what 
happens here they may still oe 
right. 

How during a four day 
period in Vermont we can and 
often do have all kinds of _ 
weather • If they can hit it 
for just one of the four days 
that’s good enough. 

Take that 1st to 3rd 
"Storm period." There will 
probably be seven or eight 
storms during the month, and 
the chances are about three to 
one that one of them will come 

in this period, 

Iptli to 7th. "Fair weather. 
Cold winds in the Hew England 
States. Much colder." Fair 


f weather usually follows a storm 
i and the wind is apt to be cold* 

jj w 8th to-J-the 11th. Local i 

storms." They don’t say what 
locallity so no matter what takes 
place they will be right* 

12th to l5th. "Cold wave. 

Fair and cold." With five or 
six cold snaps probable in the 
month their chances are good, 
i Certainly if it is fair it will 
be cold, 

l6th to 19th, "Unsettled 
weather." ilow there is a sure 
thing. If the weather doesn’t 
change during four days this 
isn’t Vermont. 

20th to 23rd. "Pleasant 
period. Windy and milder." 

That looks like the best sporting 
proposition of the lot. Of course 
"pleasant" doesn’t necessarily 
mean "fair", 

2lpth to 27th, "Fair weather." 
Another "general" prediction. 

All they need is a good day out 
of four to be right. 

28tli to 31st. "Storm period. 
Very windy with snow." We are not 
likely to go four days without a 
storm in January, and if it storms 
! we are likely to have snow. Be- 
sides, the skiers will want it. 

It looks as though the 
"Farmer’s Almanac" will do all 
right as usual. Let’s check up 
on them this year. Sort of keep 
score . 

An just to be fair let’s 
make predictions of our own . We 
haven’t had a hundred and thirty- 
| seven years of experience so we can’t 
expect to do as well, but let’s 
try. Here goes. 

January will be a sunshiney 
month, especially above the cloud 
cover. Moonshine will be expensive. 
Precipitation will be mostly in 
the form of rain and snow. The 
north wind will blow predominate- 
ly toward the south. Driving will 
be hazardous, and if you haven’t 
switched to your long legged ones, 
j you had better. 
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A Note About Numbers 


Smoke and Blazes started in 1948 as a monthly publication 
and continued so until about 1959 when it became a 
bimonthly. In about 1967 it switched to quarterly 
publication. Occasionally issues were skipped, especially 
in 1970 and 1971. 

In general each calendar year was assigned a new "Volume" 
and "Numbers" were assigned consecutively from "1" through 
each year. 

There is some lack of consistency in the months of 
publication, and there are some out-and-out errors in the 
numbering . 

The following Table of Contents lists the issues in this 
binder showing the Volume, Number, and Date as printed, and, 
where different, what the Volume, Number, and Date probably 
should have been. 


Dedication 

This set of copies of Smoke and Blazes is donated to the 
Rutland Historical Society in memory of my parents, Mary and 
Craigue Perkins and my aunt, Vera Perkins. They conceived 
the idea for a Killington Section newsletter in 1948 and 
served as editors and publishers for the first several years 
of its existence, cutting stencils, and running mimeograph 
copies in our living room. They continued as frequent 
contributors to the publication and as active members of the 
Club for over a half century. Fortunately, Dad had a pack 
rat proclivity which I seem to have inherited. By combining 
his collection of Smoke and Blazes with mine, I have been 
able to put together this complete run of the publication. 

Bob Perkins 
Rutland, VT 
April, 1999 
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OUT} AITKUAL MEETING 

Tuesday, January 25th 
Madison St; Recreation Center 
6:30 M.L. 

Yes, it's Annual I.eeting 
time again and we do mean 6 : 30 
F.L. It was decidecT to try the 
suggested innovation this year 
and have a supper in connection 
with our annual i.eeting. The 
next question was how and ..here? 
Then along came Jan Catozzi and 
said she'd be willing to put on 
a spaghetti supper for us at 
cost. This was too good a prop- 
osition to pass up so this is 
the plan. We will have a . _ 
Spaghetti Supper at 6:30 F.M., 
Tuesday evening, January 25th - 
price not over .»1 .l 0 each; after 
supper the business meeting and 
program. All this to take place 
at the Recreation Center on 
i.adison Street. 

At the business meeting 
officers for 1955 will be elect- 
ed, reports on the past year's 
activities given, and plans for 
the coming year made. 

For the program we will 
show the Club slide collection 
and we hope to have some Trail 
experiences related by an "End- 
to-Ender". if you have pictures 
or slides taken recently on the 
t*ai| bring a sampling along. 

Since Jan will need to know 
the approximate number you will 
each be contacted by telephone 
about the 21st or 22nd. If you 


have friends who ’would like to 
come please extend them an in- 
vitation and give in their count 
with yours. Jan will also need 
a little help on Tuesday i .K. 
so some of you will be invited 
I for that time. (In case any of 
you are worried - there will be 
no dishwashing required - we 're 
planning to employ someone for 
that . 

This is your opportunity to 
| find out what the Section is doing 
and hear of our plans and our 
problems- If you are interested 
enough to be a member we feel you 
must be interested in knowing 
these things. Are we wrong? 

Tuesday evening, January 25th will 
i give us the answer. 

COMING EVENTS 
* by 
Betty Ball 

Time - Sun; Jan. 30 - 10:30 a,M„ 
Flace - Tucker Lodge 

Here is another old favorite. 
January wouldn't seem like Janua- 
ry without a trip to Tucker Lodge. 
It's a short trip and an easy one, 
\d.th a closed shelter for warmth. 
Snowshoes are usually needed but 
the snow may be crusted enough for 
easy walking. Trails beyond may 
tempt those who wish further ex- 
ploration. Last year singing, pine 
grosbeaks lent an adced interest 
and since a number of these beuati- 
ful birds are around this year, 
they can be looked for with a good 
probability of being found. 


i 

i 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD I5BETIITG HELD 


SU1THYSIDE 




A meeting of the Executive 
Board was held on Thursday evening 
Jan. 6th at Craigue Ferkins' home. 

We were very pleased to have so 
many of the board present. 

Much consideration was given 
to the plans for the Annual Meeting, 
The result of this cogitation you 
will find elsewhere in this issue. 

Publicity Ch., Ray Catozzi, 
brought in a report on the cost 
of printing the folder he had 
previously prepared. He reported 
that 1000 copies could be obtained 
for $35 while 500 vrould cost ^ 30 . 

It was voted to have 1000 copies 
printed which would probably be 
at least three year's supply. 

This folder gives information on 
The Long Trail with special em- 
phasis on the Killington Section; 
its relation to the main GLIC, and 
its activities. It is planned to 
use this folder to attract new 
members by mailing them to pro- 
spects and giving them to people 
who show an interest by inquiries 
or attendance at activities. 

The poor condition in which 
Clarendon Lodge was found on 
January 2nd was discussed. This 
again emphasizes the importance 
of visiting our camps frequently 
in the hope that in this way we 
can help to control such condi- 
tions. 

Some suggestions were made 
in regard to next year's activi- 
ties: - (1) that in order to dis- 
tribute the social activities 
more evenly the Card Party might 
be pushed ahead to next fall 
since the Annual Meeting is to 
Include a supper this year; (2) 
that alternating outings, in- 
cluding all day ones, be held on 
Saturdays; and (3) that Work 
Parties, particularly for shelt- 
er work be interspersed with 
the hiking outings. You will 
have an opportunity to consider 
these suggestions at the Annual 
Meeting. 


The biggest work party in a 
long time spent Saturday, Jan- 
uary eigth at Sunnyside. Those 
present x^ere Austin Gibson, 

Raymond Miller, Joe Hadeka, 

Roger Pike, and the creaky squad, 
Churchill Scott, Prescott VanVleet, 

and Craigue Perkins ^ Harold Valiquette 
±t was a beautiful sunny day 
and those who could move fast 
enough weren't cold. First the 
good old truck was driven in 
about a hundred yards beyond 
the barn. Then all the tools, 
grub, and supplies, including 
eight two by fours, were lugged 
to the Camp. (We used to call 
! it a camp-site but now it is a 
Camp. ) 

The ice and snow were shovel- 
i ed off the floor and dug off 
j the camp sections lying on the 
ground. Then one at a tine the 
! sections were lifted up onto 
; the platform and bolted together. 

This is absolutely the last time 
this will be done. The poor old 
things couldn’t stand another 
operation like that. 

About then everybody attacked 
the dinner of beans, ham, pie, 
and coffee that the boys had 
prepared. Complete victory 1 

Idaen all six sections were 
up, the long plate across the 
back of the Camp was constructed 
and lifted to position. Much 
time was spent bracing all sides 
so that the wind wouldn’t undo 
the work accomplished. 

Ilext will come ridge pole, 
front plate, and then studs for 
the back. Looks like more lumber 
will have to be carried in, 

Fever mind. The more we see 
of the place the better we like 
it. It is much better protected 
from the wind than the old spot, 
and the sun surely does pour in 
there. Let's try to get it built 
before the Annual Meeting next 
June. We can if we try. 


TRIP TO CLARENDON LODGE 


AIKEN FOREST 


3 

j 

It seems we used to have a 
reputation of carrying out our 
scheduled hikes, rain or shine. 

On some occasions of late x/e have 
been accused of having slipped a 
bit on this. However, we think 
that during the last few months j 
we have gone a long way toward re- j 
deeming ourselves, Another step 
in that direction was made on Sun- 
cay, January 2nd when six hardy - 
or should we say Fool-hardy, mem- ; 
bers began the New Year right by 
starting for Clarendon in the rain.; 

As we hiked up the old road 
toward the Lodge the rain changed j 
to snow, and 'with the several in- 
ches already in the woods, this 
area presented winter scene we al- i 
ways associate with Clarendon 
Lodge in January. After the hus- | 
tie of the holidays the quiet 
winter woods were particularly 
appealing. 

We were distressed to find 
our top-ranking shelter in a very j 
untidy condition. The broom was 
missing but a little work ’with . 
the fire shovel and several trips ' 
to the dump with bottles, tin 
cans etc,, remedied the untidi* 
ness. Lore serious and less 
easily corrected were such things 
as 3 broken ’window panes, marks 
on the walls apparently made by 
knife thr owing, a broken door 
spring, initials carved and names 
written on the xmlls and the like. 
The framed poster with rules for 
the use of Long Trail shelters 
had been pulled from the wall ana 
was no ’where in sight. Such un- 
necessary destruction makes main- 
taining our shelters for the use 
of the public a difficult and 
discouraging project. 

after the clean-up had been 
accomplished we were able to en- 
joy our lunch and relax for a 
pleasant hour or more of visiting 
around the camp stove before re- 
turning to our cars. 


Sunday, January 16th found 
12 hikers assembled at I.eldon 
School for the scheduled trip to 
the Girl Scout Camp at Aiken For- 
est. Ae proceeded in cars to the 
foot of the “i'otch' 1 where we park- 
ed, he were out for a hike and 
found it much pleasanter to hike ud 
the hills under our oi/n power than 
to attempt to drive up them. 

There was enough snow to give the 
surroundings thet clean winter 
look and the air was just brisk 
enough to be stimulating. 

Just as we arrived on foot, 
kr. "whitney arrived by truck, 
sent by la’s. Ahitney to make sure 
that the keys worked and we had 
no trouble in getting in. We 
appreciated this extra thought- 
fulness . 

The fire seemed to need a 
great deal of coaxing and urging, 
suffering, no doubt, from too 
many theories as to the best sys- 
tem of management. Eventually it 
took hold, the stove began to 
thr ox; out heat, and coffee water 
was ready. During this interim 
some of the ambitious got exercise 
by chopping wood, ’while others 
played '‘fox and geese”. 

.After a lunch xihich might be 
described as fairly substantial, 
for some members at least, a few 
rounds of “20 questions” (so call- 
ed) were enjoyed. 

It was soon time to close 
camp and start the return trip if 
’we wished to make it in while there 
’was sun. 

This via lk down is always 
pleasant, especially in winter as 
one can enjoy a fine view of the 
city and the west mountains all 
the way. The blue of the mount- 
ains with their bright patches 
where t he sun touched them and 
the white of the snow covered • 
valley made a lovely winter pic- 
ture. All too soon another hike 
was over. 


*1 

YJHAT ? HO GUIDE BOOK ? 

On Jan, 8 th the HERALD carried 
a nine inch "news story" entitled 
"Towering Mts. Pique Interest of 
Publicists." It's a mystery story 
folks 1 Chuck-full of suspense I 
Holds you breathlessly biting 
your nails while you hurriedZ.y 
read on to find out if our Loaders 
win through to Victory, (They 
do, you betcha J ) 

Here’s the plot. The Chamber 
of Commerce, looking around for 
some new source of publicity, see 
for the first time snow covered 
Killington, Pico, etc, against 
the sky. 

Ah, like a flash their keen 
minds fumble at an ideal! But wait. 
Egad l {They don’t know the names of 
the mountains ! This is known as 
a dilemma, or getting aaught with 
your omniscience down. 

Do our Leaders falter? Ho i 
Do they dissimulate ? No 1 With | 
characteristic modesty they Face 
the Problem and set out to Find 
the Answer (Rules for Success, 

Ho, 17 ). Cleverly, they ask 
somebody. 

We now reach the climax of the 
story. In the words of the HERALD, 
"And They Couldn’t Find Anyone Who 
Really Knew." This contre fois 
(that’s French for hellofanote) 
would have discouraged weaklings, 
but not our Sterling Leaders J 
Duller minds, (if there be such) 
would not have hit upon such a 
brillient solution. In a word — 

Ilaps ! 

In no time at all a map is 
spread among them. (Other end up. 
Hen, can’t ya see the arrow ?) 

Rope by rope the mystery begins 
to unravel. They all talk at once. 
(See how democratic they really 
are ?) Like burps from a burp-gun 
the names are called out. 

"Pico peak 39&7, Killington 
Peak J 4 . 2 I 4 .I, Hendon Peak 383 ? , 

Little Killington 3591, Shrews- 
bury 3731." (They only got two 
x^rong on a par five hole. The 
HERALD would have taken at least 
six on this one, so we think 


it was our Leader’s error). 

But do they stop with half a 
victory ? Hoi (Come on, keep 
to-gether I ) Right away they are 
map experts. Someone reports that 
Uncle Sain aint done right by our 
mountains, and with utter fear- 
lessness they vote to repremand 
the nasty buraucrats. (Whoops! 
Wrong administration. ) 

Resourcefulness and Perser- 
ve ranee { That's what makes 
America great I Grand Finale I 
Everybody on stage to sing "God 
Bless the Chamber of Commerce." 

Next year maybe they i>rill get 
Hillary to make the first ascent 
of Killington in a sweat shirt 
with "Chamber of Commerce" in 
letters a foot high across the 
back. 

At least that would prove the 
mountain was real. We have always 
supposed that since the Chamber 
of Commerce causes the sun to 
rise and set, the water to run, 
and the grass to grow green, 

(well, it ought to grow green) 
probably those shiney white 
mountains were painted up there 
by the Chamber to advertise the 
Pico Ski Development. (Jess 
Tootoo, artist; paint contributed 
by Stirrum and Ivurse, "Top qual- 
ity paints half way down in every 
can. ") 

Well, fellas, come up and see 
us some time. 

Join the Green mountain Club 
and see what is behind the mirror. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 1955 

Pearl ITichols, Chairman. 
Maude Canty 
Ray Catozzi 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Joseph H. Valiquette, stationed 
at the Naval Air Base in Norfolk, 
Virginia, has been promoted to 
third class petty officer. 



COKING EVENTS 

Tine - Sat.k Sun^ ,2 eb , 19 $ 20 
Place - Perkins' Carp - Mendon 

Reservations for the U inter 
Week-end should be made by call- 
ing Kary Perkins, 3-7954 > hy Thurs- 
day noon. Let her know how many 
meals you wish to stay for and if 
you plan to stay overnight. 

Meal 3 start with Saturday 
noon and end with Sunday noon. The 
work and cost is shared by those 
attending . 

If you plan to stay overnight, 
bring your own bedding. 

At this writing it looks like 
good snowshoe ing weather so those 
who are looking forward to this 
sport should come prepared. The 
woods in back of camp offer oppor- 
tunities for short walks and of 
course Blue Ridge is always there. 

Time - 3un.,har,6 - 9*30 A ,11, 
Place - Suffum Shelter 

It's anyone's guess ;hat 
travelling equipment will be best 
for this one. At present it 
looks as though Skiis and snow- 
shoes might be in order. But who 
knows? Ae may need rubber boots. 

In any case it's not far so we 
should be Stole to make it what- 
ever the conditions. 

Although too early in the 
season to do the needed roof re- 
pairing, this will be a good time 
to take in and install the new 
stove pipe, also needed. There 


is always clean-up and pick-up 
itfork which can be done around a 
shelter and there is a good o • h- 
opportunity here for further 
hiking for those who wish it. All 
in all this should be an interest- 
ing outing and a chance to get a 
bit of work done. 

SUlhYSIDE 

9 A.K., Sunday, January 30ih , 
found a group of 7 ready to start 
for Sunnysicie, The object of this 
expedition was to excavate the 
lumber there which was 'but ied un- 
der several inches of ice and snow. 

It was a cold day, but ar- 
rived at Sunny side, the workers 
found no difficulty in keeping 
warm as they shoveled snow, pried 
boards loose, knocked off ice, and 
finally set the boards on end a;. - 
r ouhclthe outer wails of the shelter 
to drain and dry out in the sun. 

The old "Valiquette Special' 1 
in spite of having stood outdoors 
for over a year, put on one of the 
best performances of it's career, 
Water for coffee was hot in record 
time, and the well-known heat from 
the stove's sides made the lunch \ 
hour in a 3- sided, roofless shel- 
ter, in near zero weather, very 
comfortable . 

After lunch we moved the 
boards inside the walls, lest they 
be scattered by a high wind. 

It was a fine day to spend 
outdoors and we returned home with 
a pleasant feeling of accomplish- 
ment after an enjoyable day. 


REPORT OP KILLINGTON SECTION’S 
ANNUAL liEETIITG 

Something new was added to 
Killington Section’s Annual neet- 
ing this year. Janice Catozzi 
acted as chairman of a supper 
committee that put on a spaglieti 
supper at the Rutland Recreation 
Center on Ladison street, Tuesday 
evening, January 25th. 

After the supper which was 
enjoyed by forty members. Presi- 
dent, Vera Perkins took over the 
business meeting. 

Reports of officers and of 
Committee Chairmen were read, 
Section business was discussed, 
and papers were passed out for 
members to fill in suggestions 
for activities and membership 
participation in Section work, 

A tentative date for a moon- 
light sncwshoe hike to Tucker 
Lodge was set. The scheduled 
January 30th hike to Tucker was 
transferred to a work party to 
Sunnyside flor that date 4 

Pearl Nichols, chairman of th 
the nominating committee, pre- 
sented the following slate of 
officers for 1955 : 

President - Vera Perkins 
Vice Fres. - William Allard Jr. 
Sec. Treas. - Eleanor Walker 
These nominees were unanimously 
elected* 

For the evening’s entertain- 
ment, The Green f fountain Club’s 
slides were shown by Craigue 
Perkins assisted by Janet liartin. 
George Tappen showed some of his 
pictures of a recent hike, and 
Ray Catozzi also had some inter- 
esting slides on hand, Edith 
Ewald also had a few to a dd to 
the collection. 

SLIDE COLLECTION PLANNED 

A small sum of money appro- 
priated each year would enable 
us to acquire duplicates of some 
desirable slides and in a few 
years we would have an interest- 


X- 

j ing Killington Section collection. 

We would like this collection 
to be a varied one of general in- 
terest not just a "memory book" 
type for our own enjoyment only. 

We hope it can be developed into 
something which gives a picture 
I story of hiking in the Killington 
j Section e 

Janice Catozzi, Photography 
Ch„, will be in charge of start- 
ing this collection and has been 
budgeted $10 this year for that 
purpose. If you have slides which 
you think she might be interested 
in for this purpose, she’d appre- 
ciate hearing from you. 

II00NLIGHT HIKE TO TUCKER LODGE 

It is often difficult to plan 
the right time for the necessary 
conditions to make an event a 
success; especially when the moon, 
the temperature, and that white 
fluffy stuff enters into the pic- 
ture , 

We were lucky Saturday night, 
February 5th i J The right condi- 
tions prevailed as fifteen hikers 
snowshoed in to Tucker Lodge. As 
we hiked in single file along the 
trail, the pleasant chatter and 
the "crunch, crunch" of snowshoes 
were good sounds to hear, and the 
invigorating air acted as tonic 
to town nerves. 

When we reached the Lodge, 
it didn’t take long to get the 
stove smoking. The boys went 
out after wood which \>jas added to 
the dry split wood back-packed 
in by one of the group. Soon a 
good fire was burning. A cup 
brigade, carrying in snow to make 
water for coffee, kept the coffee 
pot filled. Before long, we were 
all enjoying coffee and doughnuts. 

We discovered that some of 
the boys have good voices and the 
thought came to us that a song 
in the camps in the woods or on 
the Trail brings added joy to a 
Green mountain Club hike. We 
missed a few soprano voices ! 


1955 liEKBERSIIIF LIST 


TREASURER » 3 REP ORT 
January 1, 1955 

RECEIPTS 

Cash on hand 1/1/54 
Rec'a from aues - 1954 
Rec*d from sale of food 
at Annual hosting 
Rec»d from Card Party 
Credit balance from 
winter Week-end 
Int. on money in bank 
Credit balance from 
Sugar Party 
Contributions 
Rec’d for sale of badges 
R o c » d fr om Rummag e Sal e 




*663.72 i 
149.50 j 

i 

1.55 i 

21.60 

2.90 

12.16 

7.95 

4.00 

.5o 

1112.00 


Total Receipts W 975.33 


DISBURSEMENTS 

3 


Paid for 3 stoves 
Exp. of Trails Com. 
Materials and supplies 
for Sunny side 
To Main Club for work 
of Patrol 

Exp. of Outing Com. 

Stationery 

Postage 

Binder for Sec. reports 
To Main Club for badges 
Insurance on Sunny sine 
and Clarendon Lodge 
Cost of '' Smoke A Blazes' 
Dues to Main Club 


; 25.00 
4 • Ois- 

H5.45 

76.50 

19.31 

2.02 

.99 

.59 

i.o5 

15.06 

47.30 

31.95 


Total Disbursements ’*> 340. 56 


Bal.-lof Cash on hand 1/1/55 


*635.32 


Louise Adams 
Barbara Allard 
Judy Allard 
Marjory Allard 
William Allard, Jr. 

Betty Ball 

Larry Beale 

Maude Canty 

Janis Catozzi 

Jimmy Catozzi 

Johnny Catozzi 

Ray Catozzi 

Lei and Dudley 

Virginia Dudley 

Edith Ewald 

Austin C- lb s on 

Janice Ilaseltine 

George Kirk 

Roddy Talipes 

Veda Tuiip cs 

Caio 1 Martin 

Jack Martin 

Janet Martin 

Raymond Miller 

Pearl i'ichols 

Craigue Perkins 

Mary Perkins 

Vera Perkins 

Roger Pike 

Marjory Roche 

Mary Ellen Ryan 

Charles Sabourin 

Mary Pat Sabourin 

Jim W . Scribner 

Mrs . Leon Smith 

Leon Smith 

Prescott VanVleet 

M. Eleanor Walker 

Carlton Wilson, Life member. 
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The following committee < 
chairmen will serve this year: 
Shelters - Prescott VanVleet 
Sunny side - Harold Valiquette 


Trails - Craigue Perkins 

Outings - Lett:/ Ball 


Janice lias el tine 


Photography- Janis catozzi 
Publicity - Ray Catozzi 
Sugar Party- Kilma Erickson 
Lucp Bishop 

Smoke and Mary Perkins, 

Blazes" Craigue . Perkins 

Vera Perkins 


Wc wish to express our appre- 
ciation to the people who signed 
up at the Annual Meeting signify- 
ing their willingfiess to help on 
some activities during the year. 

We need you. 


iiSU CibjDUBEo OUT 

Your copy of the Spring and 
Surmer Outing Schedule is enclos- 
ed with this issue. Check the 
ciates on your calendars and join 
us as often as possible. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 


i 


ESSAY on the DESCENT OF HA1J 


A meeting of the Executive 
Board was held at Craigue 
Perkins’ home on iionday evening, 
February 7tli. 

A budget for the year was 
adopted,. 

The suggestion sheets filled 
out at the Annual Meeting incli**.. 
cated that the majority of those 
present wished the usual annual 
activities of the Section to be 
continued and these are being 
planned for. A tentative 
schedule of Spring and Summer 
Outings was presented by Outing 
Ch. Betty Ball. This was con- 
sidered and adopted with a few 
minor changes. 

Our publicity folders were 
still not available but we hope 
to have then by the time you 
read this. They will be sent to 
people whose names were suggest- 
ed to us as well as to those 
who have shown an interest in 
our activities. VJe would appre- 
ciate receiving the names of 
people who might be interested 
at any time. 

It was decided to start a 
Killington Section collection of 
colored slides. (See details of 
this elsewhere in this issue.) 

Whereas there is much other 
work which we’d like to accom- 
plish, the following items were 
decided on as things which 
should be done this year without 
fail: bridge across Cold river 
at the Gorge; trail clearing 
from Pico to Killington; paint- 
ing and trail clearing from the 
Gorge to Spring Lake; needed re- 
pairs at Clarendon; new stove 
and window glass at Killington; 
completion of Sunny side. 

A HEW BABY GIRL 

Congratulations to Fred 
and Helen Field on the arrival 
of Lucinda who has recently come 
to join the Field family. 


It was not exactly torrid 
The day we climbed Kt, Horrid, 

But we thought it would be fun 
to get some air. 

So although the snow was crusty. 

And our joints somewhat rusty. 

We set out to reach the cliff-top 
grey and bare. 

As the mountainside grew steeper, 

Our breathing grew much deeper. 

And our snowshoes slipped and slid 
at every step. 

Though we grabbed the trees and 
bushes 

j To assist with pulls and pushes. 
Very soon we lost our early 
morning pep. 

How tie sweat poured down our faces 
' As we stopped to tighten laces. 

J he slipped back about Wo steps 
for each one gained, 
i Then we came out on the ledges; 

Crawling over where the edge is 
; We gazed downward from the Might 
vie had attained. 

For ten minutes vie looked ’round us, 
| But then Old Man Winter found us. 
And we’d had enough exertion for 
one day. 

If we wished a happy ending 
! In the process of descending, 

VJe would have to take great care 
and pick our way. 

As vie on our snowshoes squatted. 

Our icy course was plotted. 

We hoped to miss the roots and 
rocks and trees. 

But shades of Is sac Newton 1 
We came down that mountain tootin l 
While the scenery whizzed by us on 
the breeze. 

No longer were vie riding. 

We were twisting, rolling, sliding. 
When at last we hit a patch of 
softer snow. 

We almost burned our brakes out I 
If you’d like to try it sometime, 
let us know. 


i 


1 

» 



SUGAR PARTY - SUN., LAR . 27 

Spring is here, (so they 
say), and with it comes our an- 
nual Sugar Party. Again this 
year, through the courtesy of 
the Recreation Dept., we will 
be ±> le to have it at the Ro- 
tary Field House. 

The usual pattern will be 
followed; sugar-on-snow, dough- 
nuts, coffee, and, of course 
pickles, will be served about 
6; 30 P.li. (Please note we say 
about but we will try to have 
it ready on time!) 

Jan Catozzi is taking care 
of the evening program and 
thanks to her, arrangements have 
been made with Dick Pasvolski 
to be on hand to call for and 
direct square aancing. Those 
who prefer may play cards. Scrab- 
ble, or the like -- please bring 
your equipment for these and 
come prepared not to mind if 
the corner we find for you isn’t 
too quiet J 

The price as usual will be 
determined by expenses and ’.dll 
be planned just to cover cost* 
Last year it was ().75 and the 
chances are good it will be 
around that same figure this 
year. 

This is a club activity 
at which we hope to see many of 
our non-hiking members as well 
as the hikers. Guests are also 
welcome . 

Hilma Erickson and Lucy 
Bishop are co-chairmen again 
this year. They need to have 


your reservations' in advance so 
they can do their buying on the 
basis of these. Be sure to make 
your reservation with Hilma 
Bricks on, Tel. ICr.il o cl: 8-2276, by 
Friday evening , La rch 2£th. Let’s 
hake this a* real get-together. 

C 01 HUG HIKES 

by 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sat., Larch 19 - 9*30 A.L. 

Place - Clarendon Lodge 

This favorite winter hike 
will include some work as well. 

Several minor repairs are needed 
at the Lodge and it is hoped that 
they can be taken care of at this 
time . 

whether slush or snow under- 
neath; the woodland will be beau- 
tiful and prehaps some spring 
birds will put in an appearance. 

If you can’t make the 900 
start plan to join us there later 
in the day. 

Time - Sun., April. 3 - 10 A.K. 

Place - Eiddie 1 s Knob 

Here is a hike we haven't t 

done for several years, so it 
will be new to some of us at 
least < It is a chance for a bit 
different type of hiking where you 
more or less pick your trail as 
you go along. The approach is us- 
ually from Whipple Hollow vicinity. 

This is a place you might 
not visit except on a scheduled 
hike, so don’t miss the opportunity. 


BUFFTJK SHELTER 


n 


On Sunday, March 6, we made', 
the trip in to Buffum, taking 
with us the needed new stove-pipe. 

The travelling proved to be 
excellent with the snow stiff en- 
ough to make snowshoes unnecessary. 

We soon reached the shelter 
and found it in quite good condi- 
tion. We knew that roof repairs 
were needed but those will have 
to wait until the several hun- 
dred pounds of snow and ice have 
raelted off. 

The stove-pipe was duly in- 
stalled and it was not long before i 
smoke was pouring from its top, 
and coffee water x>ras hot. 

About noon large snowflakes 
began sifting gently down outside j 
and as we sat around the fire 
looking out through the grove we 
decided we had never before fully j 
appreciated the Buffum location. 

It is a pleasant, short hike in | 
and the open grove and nearby 
brook make the surroundings most 
attractive. Vie hope this shelter 
can be kept in usable condition 
for a long time to come. 

LOST 1 

Lost: sometime between last 
fall and the present date, at 
least 6 or 8 good hikers be- 
longing to Millington Section 
GKC. If found please bring to 
the Leldon School at 900 A.M. 
on Saturday, March 19th. 

Seriously, what has become 
of our hiking member si With the 
exception of the winter .veek-end, 
the last several hikes have brought 1 
out a very small number . Vie know 
of good reasons for the absence of 
a few, but what about the rest? 

As noted under COMING HIKES, 
the next hike will be a combined 
Outing and Work Tarty. It will 
also be the first of our scheduled 
Saturday outings. Come on every 

i 


body, how about making this the 
time when you turn over that new 
leaf and get started hiking with 
us again? You know you'll enjoy 
it once you get goingl 

IiA'/E 10 u o-ij-ii-.E .iSD YOUR 
I EMBER 3 HIP? 

This is the last issue of 
SMOKE and BLAZES which will be 
sent out from the 195^1- mailing 
list. In order not to miss an 
issue be sure to renew your mem- 
bership before April 15th. 

Prehaps some of you vJao 
find it impossible to take part 
in many of our activities may 
ask yourselves, "’Why continue my 
membership? 11 . We can answer that 
one with a number of good reasons. 
Here are a couple. 

We like to have you with us 
in our effort to do our bit to- 
ward maintaining The Long Trail 
and it's shelters. Not only does 
your membership fee help in this 
but your interest and moral sup- 
port also help. 

True we x/ould be happy to 
have a larger percentage of 1 active 
members but here again you can M;-l 
help. Maybe you know someone who 
would make us a good 'active' mem- 
ber and who would enjoy the GMC. 

If so, make sure he knows about us 
and try to interest him in join- 
ing If you don't already know 
such a person prehaps you could 1 
look around and fl nd one . Every 
member so added would in itself 
be a valuable contribution to the 
work of our club . 

These reasons should assure 
you that from our point of view it 
is definitely worthwhile to have 
you renew your membership for 1955 
During the year we x>rill try, with 
your help, to accomplish enough to 
make you too feel it was worth -'a 
while . 3o, if you have not alt- 

ready done so, send your dues to 
our treasurer. Miss Eleanor dalker 
87 Baxter Street, Rutland, Vt. 


WINTER WEEK-END 


O 


On Saturday and Sunday, 
February 19th and 20th, the 
Killington Section of The Green 
Mountain Club held their annual 
winter x^eek-end at the Perkins 
Camp at the foot of Blue Ridge 
Mountain in Hendon. 

Barbara Allard must have 
put in a good word to the 
weatherman for both Saturday 
and Sunday were beautiful days. 

The deep blue sky was cloudless, 
the sun was bright and warm, and 
the air had a touch of spring in 
it. 

Craigue and Mary Perkins 
arrived at camp early, started 
the firesy and warmed up the house 
so that when the rest of us arriv- 
ed, everything was comfortable. 

Until sundown all the camp- 
ers took advantage of the good 
weather to break out snowshoe 
trails up the Elbow road and 
through the woods. The large 
amount of fresh snow hanging 
from the evergreen trees made 
the walks a beautiful sight. 

After a hearty supper, the 
kids worked it off playing "chase" 
in the snow until time for the 
girls to leave for home. The 
older folks had an enjoyable 
evening playing "Scrabble," 

"Bali," and "Canasta." Speaking 
of CCanasta" there is arumor 
that some GHC members frown on 
those who play the game. 

Bright and early Sunday 
morning, "Old Faithful" Craigue, 
prepared a good hot breakfast 
with all the fixings which gave 
us strength for the day*s activ- 
ities. We all set out once 
more to explore the various 
trails through the nearby woods. 

A group of young men led 
by Ted Talbot, Hew York Sections 
Trail Chairman, visited the camp 
Sunday afternoon. They had 
driven up from Wilmington, Del. 


and camped Saturday right at 
Tucker Lodge. 

Craigue and Ted discussed 
many Section problems, and the 
boys told of working on the 
Monroe Sky-line trail last 
summer. At last "good-byes" were 
said and they left for their 
i Lj.25 mile return home trip. Meet- 
1 ing with this group made us re- 
alize that some people are willing 
to travel many miles to hike on 
The Long Trail . 

The x^eek-end activities 
I came to a close with tea being 
served by Mary and Vera Perkins 
i as we sat in the sun on the snow 
covered lawn in front - of camp. 

Churchill Scott 


A HEW SECTION? 

I 

. ‘ - Fred Field, as chairman 
l of the Section Service committee, 
has been doing a lot of good 
I work up and down the state of 
; Vermont to promote interest in 
j and Jcnowledge of The Green Mountain 
I Club. His efforts have already 
started to produce results. 

On Wednesday evening, 

) March l6th, a meeting is to be 
held in Montpelier, Vermont for 
the purpose of establishing a 
Montpelier Section. 

Representatives from the 
Killington Section, The Barrc 
Section, and the Burlington 
Section are going to be present 
at the meeting. 

Results of this meeting 
will be published in the Mgcy 
issue of THE LONG TRAIL NEWS . 

We hope to be able to report a new 
Section. 

SUNNYSIDE 

At this writing it looks as 
if Sunnyside may be officially 
opened at the time of the annual 
meeting in Hay, Work is progress- 
ing steadily. 


WALK II! Till WOODS 


SHELTER SPONSERS 

Again this year we will 
use the system of a sponsor for 
each shelter. Shelter chairman, 
Prescott Van Vleet, has announced 
the following sponsors: 

Pico- Churchill Scott 
Cooper Lodge- Craigue Perkins 
! Clement- Ray Catozzi 
J Clarendon Lodge- Walter Hakins 
Buffum- Eleanor Walker and 
Vera Perkins 

Sunnyside- Harold Valiquette 

It is hoped that sponsors 
will visit their shelters fairly 
regularly and keep ''Van'* informed 
as to the condition they find 
them in and x^ork that seems to 
he needed. 

ADDITIONS TO 1955 MEMBERSHIP 
LIST 

Helen Bailey 
Bennett Bell 
Rachel Bell 
Anna Berg 
Diane Conlon 
George Conlon 
Daniel Jennings Jr. 

Mary Jennings 
Michael Jennings 
Anne Lyne 
Horace Lyne 
Carl Hewhall 
Cigred Patch 
Anne Perkins 
David Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Walter Scott 
Harold Valiquette 
Joseph Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
Gerald Wheeler 
Gary West 


ABOUT FOLKS WE KlTOW 

We are glad to have Betty 
Ball and Helen Bailey back in 
circulation again after enforced 
1 vacations ' . 

Martha Adams is spending 
several weeks in Florida , 


You don't have to have legal 
posession of a piece of open 
woodland to walk in it and take 
posession of it in spirit, and to 
claim title to it in your heart. 

So why don't you do just that? 

It should be easy to find a 
| spot that appeals to you; perhaps 
| in the hardwoods, or maybe in the 
; evergreens - a spot that you 
choose to call your own. 

Walk slowly in your wood- 
land and discover the serenity 
that the trees can bring. Dis- 
cover that the carpet of the 
woods is much softer and easier 
to walk on than the hard roads 
and walks of city streets. Leave 
your cares behind you. Let the 
wind blow through your hair, and 
the warm sun shine down on you, 

! Raise your eyes to the tops of 
j the majestic trees and salute 
their splendor. 

On this particular walk in 
your woods, you need no sumptuous 
banquet to satisfy your appetite. 

I But so that pangs of hunger will 
not spoil the pleasures of your 
! walk, it may be well to pause 
1 for a little while. Sit down 
S upon a rock, a blowdown, or a 
! tree root, and take an apple or 
a sandwich from your pocket. Eat 
this lunch while you are enjoying 
the beauty all around you. 

You have left your cares 
behind you but that doesn't stop 
you from thinking of pleasanter 
things; this beautiful woodland 
| world you have entered and all 
1 its mysteries. To know about 
the trees, to learn their names 
i and uses would be an interesting 
project. They could become your 
I friends. Then after you got to . . 
know them real well, you could 
get acquainted with the birds, 
the flowers, the soil, the rocks, 

! and the insects. 

You never need to have a 
dull moment, and best of all 
you will acquire a zest for life. 



C CLING EVENTS 

b y 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sun., Kay 1 - 9 n.IN 
Place - Gov. Clement Shelter 

Some trail work needs to 
be done here so we have plannee 
an early start to get at it. 
Lumbering jobs can play havoc 
with trails and trail signs so 
wc will want a lot of nelp . 

If the 9 o'clock start is 
too early for some why not join 
us Inters There should be lots 
of birds and spring flowers on 
this one. 

Time - Sat 4 , Kay lip - for break- 
fast . 

Place - Clarendon Lodge 

Come 'when you want for the 
Pancake Breakfast. Bring your 
own batter and 'fixin's', but 
coffee will be served as usual. 

After breakfast we plan to 
move on to junnysiue. There is 
still plenty to be done there, 
especially the laying of the 
bunks. There is also trimming 
of bushes around the out sice 
which can be aone. It is hoped 
that many will go there and help 
with the completion of the fine 
job done at Sunnysioe. 

SHELTERS C— Alfti.AN LEAVES 

It was with much regret ~i> 
that we learned ve were losing 
Prescott VanVleet to California. 
Van was our Shelters Chairman and 


an active participant in our va- 
rious club activities. 

we .ish him the best of luck 
in his new position and assure 
him he will be greatly missed by 
Killington Section. 

COFFEE - 1955 STYLE 

This is definitely the age 
of streamlining and GKC coffee has 
succumbed to the general trend. 

There was a time when one 
could count on a good part of the 
lunch period of any hike being 
spent in arguing the pros and cons 
of such weighty matters as hot 
water vs cold for starting the cof- 
fee; and the bag method vs the dump- 
it- in-loose method. There were I so 
also, of course, such side issues 
as how much coffee $o use, the de- 
sirable strength, and how long 
boiling is required to reach it. 

The fact that eventually the coffee 
was put in, when, as, and how much, 
suited the current charge d' affairs 
never detracted any from the fervor 
of the discussion. Lost amazing of 
all the resulting coffee was always 
the best ever brewed 

Gone are those days with their 
ament partisans and their often 
rugged coffee. Came Nescafe - 
with a can of that and a kettle of 
hot ’water each one becomes his own 
coffee expert. 

be may sometimes feel a nos- 
talgic longing for the goob old 
days but in the main we like the 
system. There is still the matter 
of the black vs the shiny coffee 
pot to be argued and the coffee 
still tastes the best ever. 


HIKE AND WORK PARTY AT 
CLARENDON LODGE 


X 


The system of combining a 
hike with a work party proved 
quite successful on Saturday, 

March 19th when twelve Killington 
Section members went in to 
Clarendon Lodge. 

It was a good winter day. 

Good for hiking or working and so 
a little of both was Indulged in. 

When the stove got through 
smoking, and the camp was warm, 
it really was quite comf ortable 
inside. The men and boys went 
to work on the needed repairs; 
setting window.' glass, and fixing 
the chimney. The women swept 
out the Lodge and tried, with 
some success, to wash windows 
and walls. 

A game of Canasta was started 
without very much enthusiasm. 

The hikers wanted to be out hiking 
so away they went - up the road. 

On the return trip home, 
we went by way of the Trail for 
a change instead of walking down 
the road, 

ANOTHER HIKE-WORK PARTY AT 
SUMYSIDE 

The scheduled hike for Sat- 
urday, April 3rd, was for Biddie's 
Knob but on that day there was up 
to a foot of snow In the woods 
and the sky looked as if more 
was on its way. It wouldn't be 
pleasant trying to eat our lunch 
without the protection of a 
shelter. We all agreed that we 
could accomplish more by going 
to Sunny side. 

So Sunnyside it was 1 We 
had to walk up the road from the 
iron bridge at Cuttingsville , 

After all we are hikers so that 
didn't bother us. Craigue had 
some tools in the trunk of his 
car - just in case 1 There was 
plenty of work to be done with 
hammer and saw and the men folks 
(^men and 3 boys) got at it. 

The bunk frames were put in. 


The old "Valiquette " special 
did a good job of keeping us warm. 
We could hear the wind howling 
outside and were glad we had a 
roof over our heads and a stove 
to keep us from feeling the cold, 
wintry blasts. 

On leaving, we noticed that 
about three inches of snow had 
fallen since we reached camp. 

We walked Gown to the cars facing 
the wind, and joking about spring J 
time in Vermont. 

ADDITIONS TO 1955 MEMBERSHIP 
LIST 

Margaret Bonlander 
Emile Bosclli 
Wilbur Br adder 
Lucius Carey 
Gretta Catoxzi 
Richard Catozzi 
Hilma Erickson 
Fred Field 
Ruth Fostman 
Helen Frink 
Stanley Hart 
James Hayward 
George Tappan 
Lula M. Tye 
Harriot Bryant 
Miles Bryant 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING 

Saturday, Hay 20th is the 
date of the Annual Meeting of 
The Green Mountain Club. It is 
to be held at Long Trail Lodge in 
Sherburne. Remember this is your 
Club. You, as a Section Member, 
arc a part of this big organiza- 
tion. 

Plan to attend the meeting 
and get to ImoX'T members from 
other Sections as well as your 
Club's officers and Committee 
Cliai rmen . 

The coffee and get acquainted 
hour starts at 10 o'clock The 
meeting will be called to order 
at 11 A.M. 

Dinner and lunch may be had 
at Long Trail Lodge, and there 
will be an entertainment in the 
evening. 


SUGAR i A.-.TY 
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On Sunday, Larch 27th, a 
blustery wind -was circling the 
comers of the Pin' 1 cl House and 
swirling clouc.3 of snow across 
the yard in wintry fashion. In 
contrast, inside was warn and 
bustling with preparations for a 
spring festivity - our annual 
sugar-on- snow party. 

This year the committee got 
really scientific and, using a 
candy thermometer, cooked the 
syrup to exactly the temperature 
recommended by the experts, 'what 
we need no w is for some brain to 
’work out just how long it takes 
for a gallon of syrup to reach 
that temperature. If anyone fig- 
ures this out before the next 
sugar party please let us know. 
Laybe then we 'd be ready to serve 
at the appointed time] It was 
agreed anyway that the end results 
were worth waiting for and we »re 
all for the scientific approach. 

After everyone was filled to 
capacity, tables were cleared ax; ay 
and square-dancing began. Dick 
l'asvolski was on hand with his 
fine repetoire of records and 
calls. Those who danced were ob- 
viously enjoying themselves while 
those who looked on were well en- 
tertained watching the interesting 
variety of dances. 

we missed a number of our 
members who -were unable to attend 
but were glad to welcome many new- 
comers. These included a group 
from the Glens palls, ndironaack 
Lt. Club. we hope they all enjoy- 
ed the party and will come again. 

beside those who contriLuted 
to the success of the party by at- 
tending we wish to thank all those 
who mace the party possible by 
their assistance in planning and 
carrying it out. This includes 
the chairmen, Hilraa brick son and 
Lucy bishop; Jan Cato?, si; Dick 
I-asvolski; Eleanor walker Kary, 
Ferkins, Jim Scribner,, .and Joe 
iladeka; and of course the city 
Recreation Dept. 


Saturday, Apr il! 16 .proved a 
good day for the Greenwall hike, 
wine members were on hand for the 
10 o'clock start and by the time 
we had parked our cars where The 
Long Trail crosses the Gulf road 
the April skies were beginning to 
clear . 

The trail was wet in places 
with frequent patches of snow . 

Iriie looked in vain for early spring 
flowers but found only a sign here 
and there that they will be along 
soon now . 

The shelter was in fine con- 
dition and its location is espe- 
cially attractive at this season 
as the absence of leaves allows 
glimpses of a really fine view. 

After a leisurely lunch we 
enjoyed sitting in the sun and 
during this period our number was 
increased to 12 by the arrival of 
Janet, Jack, and Carol hartin. 

This was the first trip on The 
Long Trail for Carol and she did 
the hike the easy (for her) way - 
via pack-basket. 

as we crossed the open pas- 
ture in the first part of the re- 
turn trip we ivere facing a beauti- 
ful mountain view. All in all it 
was a good trip and since it brought 
out several hikers who can not us- 
ually make the 3undav trips we are 
more than ever convinced that these 
Saturday hikes are a good idea. 

ADOUT FOLKS .J3 KKOb 

“T ,; and Karold Valiquette 
spent a week with relatives in 
IT.jT., recently, where <]oc, on 
leave from his Kavy duty Joined 
them for the master week-end. 

Dan Jennings Jr., spent last 
week-end at home on leave from 
Camp Dix where he is currently 
stationed. 

Lartha Adams has returned 
from a several weeks stay in 
Florida . 


A HIKING TRIP ‘THROUGH THE 
AUSTRIAN ALPS 

It is interesting to hear 
what other mountain clubs do in 
the way of hiking so perhaps 
the following will appeal to 
some Green Mountain Club members. 

The Appalachian Mountain 
Club is sponsoring a two week 
hiking trip through the Austrian 
Alps this August. The group 
(it is expected that 30 people 
will participate) will leave 
Hew York by plane August 6 in 
the early afternoon and arrive 
in Amsterdam the next morning. 

A connecting plane takes them 
to Zurich where they will stay 
overnight in a pension. 

August 8 - Morning spent 
in vicinity of Zurich. After- 
noon Arlberg Express train to 
Innsbruck, Austria. Accommoda- 
tions in pension. 

August 9-11 Headquarters 
in Innsbruck. Here is an oppor- 
tunity to enjoy Tyroler dances, 
museums, medieval churches, 
yodeling contests, and a side 
trip to Brenner Pass, Innsbruck, 
situated at 1,886 feet is the 
capital of Tyrol and is 700 
years old. Situated at the foot 
of steep glacial mountains, it 
is known as the "mountaineer’s" 
town for it offers a variety of 
hikes and one-day walks to 
mountain huts and peaks. The 
party will use this area to be- 
come gradually acclimated to 
higher altitudes. An experienced 
Austrian guide \ri.ll accompany 
the party for higher altitude 
hikes , 

August 12 - By rail or bus 
to Heiligenblut . Overnight in 
pension. 

August 13 - 17 Everybody 
up the Grossglockner (12,46Lj. ft.) 
Austria’s highest l The hikers 
will live for five days at high 
altitude accompanied by a train- 
ed mountain guide who will pro- 
vide proper equipment and instruct 
beginners on snow and ice. 


l' After starting with easy walks, 
j he will guide the group on an 
ascent of Grossglockner and at 
1 least one other neighboring peak. 
The group will have reservations 
for four ni glits at Alpine Club 
huts with lodging and sumptuous 
meals provided, so that only 
light packs need be carried. 

Those not desiring the more 
strenuous high altitude experience, 
will have the convenience of a 
private bus for transportation 
to regarding hikes and trips 
planned in the picturesque valleys, 
passes and lower summits. 

August 18 - By bus to 
Salzburg. It is hoped that a 
block of tickets may be procured 
for the whole party for a musical 
concert this evening - part of the 
Salzburg Music Festival. 

August 19 By train to 
Munich and Stuttgart . 

August 20 Check in at air- 
line terminal. Then spend one-half 
day in this art and culture center 
of Southern Germany, museums, art 
exhibits, and shopping. Board the 
plane in the evening for Amsterdam 
for connection with the plane home. 

August 21 Arive in Hew York 
in the early afternoon. 

Sounds good doesn’t it ? 

Best of all, the cost has been 
kept way down ] The total cost 
of the trip is [}7$0, which in- 
cludes everything round trip from 
Hew York except for personal ex- 
penses such as laundry, postcards, 
and refreshments not included in 
regular trip requirements. 

The deadline for registering 
for this trip is April 15th so we 
aren’t giving the name or address 
of the leader. However, if you 
are seriously interested, call the 
editor for further details. There 
may be a space left on that plane. 

If you can’t go to Europe 
to climb mountains, why not climb 
Killington or Mansfield ? 
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PASS IT ALONG, PLEASE 

Enclosed with this issue of 
your SMOKE cc BLAZES you will find ! 
a copy of Killing ton Section’s 
new folder which contains infor- 
mation about the GKC in general 
and the Killington Section in 
particular, je know that you 
don’t need this information but 
you may know someone who would 
be interested if he knew more 
about us. Will you try and think 
of such a person and see that he 
or she gets this folder? This 
would be a real service to our 
Section. Prehaps this seems like 
a small thing but the folder you 
pass along may be just the one 
that brings us a new member. If 
you know of more good prospects 
additional folders are available 
from SMOKE cc BLAZES headquartres 
at 129 Bellevue Ave,, Rutland, Vt. 

COKING EVENTS 

Time - Sat. & Sun., Kay 23 - 29 
Place - Long Trail Lodge - Sat. 
Killington or) Sun< 

Sunny sic.e ) 

This is a big GKC week-end. 

The Annual Meeting of the main 
Club will be held Saturday, Kay 
20th, at Long Trail Lodge. You 
have just received details on 
this meeting in your LONG TRAIL 
NEWS. Here is a chance for a 
pleasant and interesting day. 

You will meet members from other 
Sections, hear what is going on 
in those Sections, learn of the 
business of your parent Club, 


and have an opportunity to offer 
your ideas and suggestions on that 
business if you wish. Beside all 
this dinner and supper will be 
available at The Lodge and there 
will be an interesting evening 
program. If you can’t be with us 
for the whole day consult your 
NEWS for times and activities and 
join us for whatever part of the 
day you prefer. GKC members 
come as much as 250 miles to at- 
tend this meeting. Killington 
Section members are only 10 miles 
away. Don’t miss this opportu- 
nity. 

On Sunday Killington Section 
will act as hosts on two hikes; 
one to Killington; the other to 
Sunnyside. Since this is a three 
day week-end you’ll still have 
Monday to do those odd jobs you've 
been saving up, so take your choice 
of destinations but plan to come 
along Sunday. 

Time - Sat., June 11 - 7*30 A.K. 
Place - Buck Kt., Lake George, N.Y. 

This will be our first hiking 
visit to New York State and should 
prove interesting. Me will meet 
and hike with members of the Glens 
Palls group of the Adirondack Club, 
This is a sort of return visit as a 
number of this group came over for 
our scheduled Killington hike last 
spring (rained outjJ; hiked with 
us to Bird Kt., in the fall and 
attended our Sugar Party. 

Please note that the date is 
a change from that appearing on 
your schedule card - we go on 
Saturday, June 11th instead of 


Sunday, June 12th. Note also the 
starting tine - 7:30 A.M. from 
Meldon School. We are to meet . . 

the Glens Falls group at 9:30 A.M, 
at the point where the West Fort 
Ann turn-off meets Route 9L. 

Mr. Gary • has provided us with an 
excellent map and directions for 
reaching this point. 

Buck Mt. is on the east side 
of Lake George and affords an 
excellent view. This is pretty 
country and it will be a nice 
drive as well as an interesting 
and rewarding hike. Some who do 
not wish to hike might like to 
bring their picnic lunch and come 
along for the ride. You'll be 
sorry if you miss this one. 

A NICE IDEA 

We understand that Ray 
Catozzi paid a visit to Clarendon 
Lodge recently and did a little 
clean-up work. The results of 
his efforts were very apparent to 
those who went there for the Fan- 
Cake Breakfast. Everything was 
in perfect order, both inside and 
out. It appeared that even the 
door-yard had been swept] It's 
amazing how much a clean-up job 
will do for the general attrac- 
tiveness of a shelter. 

We feel too that keeping 
our shelters looking as though 
we cared about them may have some 
influence on the attitude toward 
them of others who use them. 

Thanks Ray, for a good job. 

NEW SHELTERS CHAIRMAN 

Jack Martin has consented 
to take on the job of Shelters 
Chairman for Killington Section 
for the remainder of the year. 

We feel lucky to have been able 
to find such a good replacement 
for "Van". Jack \Jill be living 
in Rutland after July 1st. This 
will make it easier for him and 
Jan and Carol to hike with us. 


IT'S SCHOOL TIMS FOR BIRDS 

Did you know that birds spend 
about three months of their average 
three year lives on schooling? 
According to an article by Robert 
S. Lemmon in the June issue of 
FLOrtSR GROWER they do and the sum- 
mer months are school-time for 
young birds. 

What do young birds have to 
learn? 'Safety-first' for one thing. 
"By the time fair sized pin-feathers 
have developed, any young robin has 
learned to 'freeze' at a oanger sig- 
nal from its parents and remain 
motionless until; the all-elfear .-comes. 

To leave the nest and fly off 
on their own is another lesson. 

This is often accomplished by vocal 
encouragement and demonstration. 

The parent birds fly back and forth 
about the nest until one after another 
the young birds decide to try their 
wings. Sometimes an over- 1 inaid 
young one has to be almost pushed out. 

Once out of the nest the young 
birds start learning to find and 
get their own food. Up to now they 
have received it via free-delivery 
from their parents. At first they 
lack the urge to get food for them- 
selves but they tag along and soon 
learn by imitation. Mr. Lemmon notes 
interesting variations in the methods 
of different species. For example, 
he has observed that woodpeckers 
bring only one bird at a time tora 
feeder for training, while fowl-like 
birds will scratch among the leaves 
and issue a general call to 'come 
and get it ' . 

Finally when the parent birds i 
feel their young are ready to shift 
for themselves they refuse further 
assistance . 

These are some of the many 
intereting things going on right 
around us which most of us never 
take time to observe. Why*not 
watch some of the birds nesting 
near your home and check on their 
learning cycle for yourselves? It 
could be fun for the 'whole family. 


GOVERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER 
AND VICINITY 

Nine hikers including Carol 
Martin in her father's pack- 
basket hiked in to Governor 
Clement Shelter Sunday, May 1st. 

It was the first day of 
fishing so we didn’t expect to 
see too many hikers. The quality 
crew showed up and trail clearing 
was done from the upper road in 
Shrewsbury to Governor Clement 
Shelter and from the Shelter up 
the south side of Killington 
about two miles or more. No 
serious damage to the Trail was 
in evidence and it is hoped that 
the rest of the Section’s Trail 
will be as easy to clear. 


PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

This annual affair really 
started on Friday afternoon when 
members went in to Clarendon 
Lodge to gather firewood etc. 
Surprise, surprise J A big pile 
of dry wood and the place all 
slicked up for company. About 
nine P.M. there arrived three 
boys from Wallingford ! V on 
horseback. (I told you you 
should have been there, girls I ) 
At daylight the Wallingford 
boys took off for home, and the 
dawn patrol waited for the 
early risers to come in for 
breakfast. They waited, and 
waited. Finally they went back 
to bed for another snooze. At 
last five breakfasters straggled 
in making a total of seven , 

What’s the matter gang ? 

After everything in sight had 
been eaten up, we started for the 
Gorge and the bridge project. 

The new lumbering job near the 
Clarendon Lodge cuts across the 
Trail at only one point so far 
and is not a problem. We went 
out by way of the Trail to check 
and all is well. 

The tools and equipment were 


carried down from the cars to 
the river and £1:6 - actual site 
for the bridge selected. There 
was plenty of water still pour- 
ing "through the Gorge and the 
bridge idea looked a little 
doubtf ul . 

By this time the warm sun was 
out and the girls started the 
sunbath routine while Joe Hadeka, 
Bonnet Bell, and Craigue Perkins 
concentrated on the bridge. 

Two daring adventurers waded 
across the river, cut an eight- 
een foot log and lugged it down 
to the water’s edge. A rope-end 
was thrown over, and all hands 
pulled the end of the log across. 

After lunch two giore logs 
were cut and placed, making a 
bridge w r ide enough to cross with 
your eyes shut. In fact that 
is the most satisfactory way to 
cross . 

As a temporary measure, about 
five hundred pounds of rocks 
were piled on each end of the 
bridge to hold it down in case of 
flood. Soon chains or cables 
will be attached. 

An inspection trip was made 
to the 01* Swiramin’ Hole a few 
rods below the bridge. It is 
a fine spot for a dip on a hot 
summer’s day. 

What started out as a pan- 
cake breakfast turned into a 
long day of working and sunning. 
The only disappointing feature 
of the outing was that nobody 
fell into the river. 


Please note in THE LONG TRAIL 
NEWS the request of the publicity 
chairman, Louise Goeres, for 
black and white pictures of 
hiking groups in action, to be 
used for publicity purposes pro- 
moting The Green Mountain Club. 

If you haven’t any pictures, get 
out your camera and take a few 
on the next hike. Send them to 
Miss Goeres at Glen Place, 

N. Haledon, N. J. 


TIMELY WORDS OP YESTERYEAR 


i 

On September 12th, 1931 The 
Green Mountain Club held a birth- 
day party at Long Trail Lodge 
celebrating the termination of 
21 years of the Club’s existence, i 
Three hundred persons were pres- 
ent, They listened to speakers 
and took part in the day’s events, ! 

Governor Stanley C. Wilson 
of Vermont, was one of the speak- ! 
ers. He received greetings that 
were brought over the Trail from 
the Governor of Massachusetts 
and the Prime Minister of Quebec, 

Dorothy Canfield Pisher of 
Arlington, Vt,, the distinguished 
novelist and author, addressed 
the group. In her talk she answer-i 
ed the time worn question of "Why i 
do people climb mountains?" 

She said in part, "The c 
struggle of the human race has 
been to conquer material obstacles,! 
The machine age, together with 
citylife, has cut that out of 
human beings. Therefore it is 
necessary for people to get a va- 
cation from sophistication and 
find some material obstacles to 
conquer. " 

In answer to "Why The Long 
Trail?" she replied, "It offers 
city people a chance to get out 
in the open and breathe pure air, 

"Another great necessity of 
human life is that of silence. 
Modern lefe has almost no silence 
what with radios, automobiles 
and all the noises of city life. 

It has been discovered that ex- 
cessive noises, even though they 
do not awaken the sleeper, lessen 
the value of sleep so that he does 
not get the needed rest. The 
sleep that one gets on The Long 
Trail is the sort of sleep that 
refreshes , 

"Another thing which you 
get on jZ'he Long Trail is the 
sense of having plenty of room 
around you - spaciousness. That 
has a lot of value through life. 

If packed too closely with their 


fellowraen, people develop nervous 
difficulties. 

"Then you have not only the 
spaciousness of space, but you 
have the spaciousness of time. 

All modern life is a slave to the 
clock. V/e have to catch trains, 
we have to be at the office, the 
banj.' and school. One of the two 
eyes is always fixed on the clock. 

The relaxation that comes from 
an existence of a few days - a few 
weeks where there is no clock is a 
real vacation. 

"Then there is another element. 
You know the human race is gregar- 
ious, and cannot bear to be alone, 
but we need to get away occasionally 
and have time to think , Hiking on 
The Long Trail gives us time to think, 

"Then another thing - there 
is no buying cr selling on The 
Long Trail. In this modern day 
there is a cry of "money, money" 
all the time and incidentally 
we come to have the feeling that 
everything is measured by it and 
we can- t get anything without 
having it. On The Long Trail 
human values are not cash vs lues 
and there you can go 2lj. hours 
without shopping. 

"Finally, the moral value 
of The Long Trail is that it is 
a sort of retreat, where one 
can recognize the value of spirit- 
ual life - an occasional retreat - 
a retreat from the material side 
of life, where we will have an 
opportunity to feel deeper things, 
which the average modern life, 
active as it is, does not offer. 

How can a man who is always 
hurrying to catch a train have 
time for spiritual values ? 

"Human beings need that 
stirring of the soul that comes 
from a mystic experience. A trip 
on The Long Trail gives time for* 
the stirrings of those deeper parts 
of your nature, which is one of 
the goals of life." 

All this is a true today as 
it was in 1931 when Mrs , Fisher 
spoke at the GMC birthday party. 
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who wishes might vary the program 
by staying at the hotel on Saturday 
night, to see a sunset and sun- 
rise from the top, and have more 
time for the fascinating trails 
that lead off The Long Trail. 

Non-hikers or those who just 
want short hikes, can find plenty 
of variety by taking the lift to 
the top, and taking any of the 
trails, easy, medium, or hard, that 
give such wonderful lookouts from 
the top and side of the mountain. 

Botanists and bird lovers 
will enjoy the mountain fauna and 
flora, that differ from those of 
most of our hikes in many respects. 
One of the delights of Mount 
Mansfield is the Bicknell thrush 
chorus at twilight. 

There is endless variety 
possible in this weekend, as the 
first two days allow time for 
extras. A short side trip up the 
Adams Apple on the first day up, 
gives some nice views. A side 
trip up the nose is lots of fun. 
Many will want to go down to the 
Cave of the Winds. So be prepared 
for a grand weekend with a max- 
imum of views and a variety of 
hikes . 


COMING EVENTS 

by 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sat., June 25 - 900 A.M. 
Place - Little Rock Pond 

Here’s another old favorite, 
at its best in azalea time. Pho- 
tographers will find plenty of 
beauty spots to take, swimmers 
may enjoy a swim, hikers will en- 
joy an easy, leisurely hike, and 
there should be winter wens and 
yellow-bellied sapsuckers for the 
bird-lovers. Sometimes a differ- 
ent way back is nice to provide 
variety, and that can be arrang- 
ed. 

Time - July 2 - Ip 
Place - Mansfield Area 

Another July camping trip 
is being planned, with a chance 
for would-be End-To-Enders to 
complete another log on the 
length of The Long Trail, and for 
all to enjoy the hiking along 
this particularly fascinating 
part of Vermont. 

Members will camp at the 
public campground on the eastern 
side of the mountain. The gener- 
al plan is to go from the road 
as far as the hotel by Trail and 
take the lift down the first day; 
take the lift up and go down to 
Lake Mansfield the second day; 
and from Lake Mansfield do the 
12-|- miles to Bolton on the third 
day. There may be a car avail- 
able on top for some to ride 
down on the first night. Anyone 


NEJ SCHEDULES COMING SOON 

The next Outing Schedule 
which you will receive with your 
July SMOKE & BLAZES is now in the 
planning stage . If there are out- 
ings you would especially like to 
have included get in touch with 
Outing Chairman, Betty Ball and 
let your wishes be known. Your 
suggestions are always welcome. 


ADDITIONS TO MEMBERSHIP LIST 


THE KILLINGTON TRIP 


Dr. E. E. Johnson 

Minerva Hinchey 

Mr* 6c Mrs. E, H. Locke 

Allegro Milano 

Paul B. Newcomb 

Jean Whitcomb 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The GMC Annual Ife e ting held | 
at Long Trail Lodge on Saturday, 

May 28 proved to be, as always, 
an interesting and enjoyable day. 

Coffee Hour at 10 A.M. was 
the starting point bringing to- 
gether again many hiking friends 
who had not seen each other 
since the last Annual Meeting or 
Intersectional. 

At 11 A.M. the business meet- 
ing got underway with reports of 
activities from the various Sec- 
tions represented, - one of the 
highlights. 

The dinner recess provided 
a further opportunity for renew- 
ing acquaintances and exchanging 

news and ideas. 

We are not reporting here 
the business in detail as that 
will be given in your next issue 
of THE LONG TRAIL HEWS, however, 
the meeting continued in the 
afternoon with further items of 
interest regarding the Club’s 
activities and plans. 

At the close of the general 
meeting, while the Trustees were 
in session, some members took 
short hikes while others enjoyed 
relaxing and visiting on the 
Chalet porch. 

After a Baked Bean Supper, 
the group reassembled in the 
Chalet where Mrs. Lillian Lodge 
entertained with a showing of 
excellent colored slides taken 
on her recent western trip. 

We regretted that there 
were not more Killington Section 
members present to share in this 
important main club activity • 

Plan now to attend next year so 
that you may get to know your Club , 


On May 29th eight members of 
The Green Mountain Club took the 
annual hike to Killington Peak. 

As usual we took along a saw and 
axe for from past experience we 
knew there would be some blow-downs 
to clear. The trail up Pico was 
very good due to the hard work of 
Mi s s Parrne nt er . 

Pico shelter is in good con- 
dition for such an old camp, offer- 
ing good water, firewood, and a 
solid roof to keep one dry. Prom 
here to Killington the brush and 
small evergreens got more dense 
and -we all agreed that the Killing- 
ton Section would have to spend one 
and possibly two days clearing 
there this summer," 

Jim C-recn, of the Worcester 
Section, did all the work cutting 
out blow-downs. We tried to 
get him to shift off but all he 
would say is "No matter where I go 
there is always something for me to 
do, and I guess it is too late for 
me to change." 

We arrived at Cooper Lodge in 
good season and were greeted with a 
very messed up camp which is usually 
the rule in the spring of the year. 
But with a couple of trips to the 
dump with tin cans, and a good 
sweep down, the place looked much 
better. 

After a good hearty meal, 
some of the group rested and others 
hiked to the summit where they got 
about one minute to see the view, 
then the clouds closed in. 

At Pico Shelter, on the way 
home, we said "Goodbye, see you in 
August at the Intersectional." to 
the Worcester Section members who 
planned to stay overnight on top 
of Pico. 

We continued on down Pico to 
our waiting cars, and none too soon, 
for in just a few moments the 
heaviest thunder shower of the year 
poured down from the black clouds. 

We were glad to be out of the woods* 

Chur chill Scott. 


SUNNYSIDE 


3 

\ 

i 

The start of the Sunnyside 
trip on May 29, the day following 
the Annual Meeting, at first 
seemed to indicate that a very 
small group would enjoy the Out- 
ing. However, additions appeared 
by ones, twos, threes, and fours, I 
until the final count in the hike 
register was 20. 

The weather was fine until 
mid-afternoon with a good breeze, 
always especially welcome at this 
season for its discouraging effect 
on the black flies. 

Tho first contingent finally 
left from Meldon School numbering 
13, with 12 deciding to take the 
short route in and 1 electing to 
hike the Long Trail route, via 
the Gorge. 

Arrived at Sunnyside, after 
a short, pleasant walk, we were 
happily suprised to find that 
since our last visit, about l/3 
of the bunk floor had been laid, 
the table had been repaired, and 
the doors put in their summer 
position. 

While some hiked over to 
see the view and cool their feet 
in the Lake, others collected 
wood and water and started a fire 
in the out-door fireplace. 

During the lunch hour the 
second section arrived consist- 
ing of "the Larry Deans' 1 and 
5 Buchanans. The certain fellow- 
ship which exists among hikers 
was demonstrated by the youngest 
set, Carol Martin and Bruce 
Buchanan, who seemed greatly to 
enjoy each other’s company. 

The last hiker to arrive 
brought the sad news that the 
recently placed bridge over Mill 
River had completely disappeared. 
The heavy rain of the previous w , 
week had evidently been too much 
for it. So that little (i) job 
has to be aone over againj 

The party broke up early as 
"The Deans" and the "Roy Buchanans" 
were leaving for an Applachian 
Trails meeting in Hew Hampshire; 


some were returning to Massachu- 
setts that afternoon; and others 
were going back to the Perkins * 

Camp for the night. "The Andy 
Buchanans" and Bob and David 
Perkins made the return trip by 
Long Trail to the Gorge. We un- 
derstand the afternoon shower 
caught up with them, and also that 
they can substantiate the evidence 
that the bridge across the river 
is gone] 

These Post-Annual Meeting 
Outings are always a lot of fun, 
bringing together, as they do, 
members from other sections. i»e 
are looking forward to seeing them 
all again at the Intersectional 
in August. 

ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

After a few weeks stay at 
his home on Highland Ave., Michael 
Jennings has gone to the DeVRY 
Technical Institute in Chicago 
where he will stuay Electronics. 

Dan Jennings Jr., is en route 
to San Francisco where he will be 
stationed at the Lettenaan Army 
Hospital. Dan recently received 
his commission as a 2nd Lieutenant. 

Bob, Thelma, David, and Aine 
Perkins left recently after spend- 
ing a vacation at 129 Bellevue Ave. 
From Rutland they M.eaded for Los 
Angeles where Bob will begin work 
in a new position. 

They are travelling by car 
and making it an extended camping 
trip. Having allowed about a 
month to complete the journey, 
they plan to visit places of inter- 
est along hie way . 

While in Vermont they took 
advantage of the opportunity to 
get in some trail hiking, visiting 
Sunnyside and Blue Ridge, and talcing 
a week-end hiking and camping 
trip to Stratton Pond. 

Bill Allard Jr., Is vacation- 
ing from UVM Medical College at 
his home on East Washington Street. 


THE CALL OP THE TRAIL 


BUCK MOUNTAIN TRIP 

The acceptance of the 
invitation to hike with the 
Adirondack 1-fountain Club in the 
beautiful Lake George area 
brought together tt/enty-five 
persons, June eleventh, to 
climb Buck Mountain on the east- 
ern side of the lake. 

An overcast day added to 
the comfort of the climbers, 
at the same time giving a 
quiet panorama of continuous 
mountain outlines-. 

Fellows of all ages and 
interests at the foot of a 
mountain become of one age and 
desire, and sensitivity to the 
harmony of the green woods and 
gray slopes evokes the finest 
values in people as they go 
out together. To each his own 
delight, whether it was an 
awareness of the closeness and 
abundance of scarlet tangers 
to one resting on the trail, 
the relation of plant life to 
its surroundings, a small 
child* s joy, or the final emer- 
gence of the summit, with its 
broad rocky top and fringes of 
graceful white cinquefoil, in- 
viting rest and refreshment, 
or the exciting discovery on 
the down trail of a very rare 
orchid. 

To those interested in 
plants this partial list may 
be useful: 

Pinus resinosa, Vaccinium 
pensylvanicum, Pyrola rotund- 
ifolia, Viburnum acerifolia, 
Sasparilla nudiflora, 

Aspidium marginale, 

Cornus cirnata, Arctostaphylos, 
Diervilla lonicera, Woodsia 
ilvensis, Houstonia caerulea, 
Vacciuium canhadensis, Rosa 
blanda, Gaultheria procumbens, 
Myosdbis strict a, Lysimachia 
quadrifolia, Vicia tetrasperma, 
Corydalis sempervirens. 

Spiraea latifolia, Comandra 
umbellata, Viola Simbriatula 
and Liparis liliafolia. 

Dorothy Wyman Kirk 


i 
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They’ve inveigled me back, and 
they’ve taken my pack; 

They’ve encircled my neck with a 
collar; 

With my bald plateau in a modish 
chapeau 

I trail the elusive dollar, 

For the spell of the toxm has 
settled me down 

To the grind of the old treadmill. 
But - the days and the rights on 
the mountain heights l 
Their spell is upon me rtill c 
How I’ve panted md pawed at a 
mountain's facade 

Till my hob-nails began to perspire 
And wet and profane in a mist or 
a rain 

I’ve shivered a draft for the fire. 
With a thirty-pound pack on a 
desk-ruined back, 

I’ve skidded on slippery rocks; 

I’ve twisted my pins, put dents 
in my shins. 

Kicked porcupine quills thrcugc. 
ray socks. 

But I’ve knelt at her shrine, been 
warmed by her wine. 

And kissed by her quickening chill; 
I’m a faithful knight of the 
Mountain Sprite, 

And her spell is upon me still. 

So never you weep, Green Mountain 
Bo-Peep. 

Like the sheep, next summer will 
find me 

Beating it back by the Long Trail 
track, 

A- trotting my pack behind me. 

Lew Evans 


The above was taken from the 
December 1921}. issue of THE GREEN 
MOUNTAIN MEWS. The next year, 
1925 that paper changed its name 
to THE LONG TRAIL NEWS , 

We don’t know Mr, Evans but 
we like his poem and feel that 
the sentiments he expressed in 
1921}. are applicable in. 1955* 
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COMING EVENTS 

b y 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sun-,, July 31 - 10 A.M. 
Place - C.V. Carp, Chittenden 

Here's a chance to relax, 
swim, boat, picnic, and thorough- 
ly enjoy a lazy, sociable day at 
the C.V. Camp with Eleanor Walker 
in charge. Anyone who feels very 
energetic can climb to The Long 
Trail beyond Chittenden Dam or 
to Mt. Carmel. 

We will leave from heldon 
School as usual but join us at 
the camp any time if you prefer. 

Time - Sat., Aug. 13-0 A.M. 

Place - Lake George - Steamer Trip. 

We were so impressed with 
beautiful Lake George on the 
Buck Mt. trip that we thought an- 
other trip in this area would be 
nice. A steamer trip on a hot 
summer day sounded good. 

The steamer leaves the town 
of Lake George at l©:i|.0 A.M. and 
returns at [j. P.L. The price is 
$3 the round trip with half price 
for children 5 to 12 yra. old and 
children under 5> yrs., free. Most 
of us will take picnic lunches to 
eat on the boat. There is a 
chance for a swim at the Park 
beach at Lake George after the 
return. 

This outing i3 an innovation 
on our schedule and affords a 
good opportunity for hikers and 
non-hilcers to enjoy a pleasant 
day together. 


MILLINGTON SECTION TO ST APE 
GMC BOOTH AT FAIR 

The Publicity Committee of 
our main club ha3 decided to spon- 
sor a GMC booth at the Rutland 
Fair this year. We often receive 
reports that many people - even 
right here in Rutland - have never 
heard of GMC and The Long Trail J 
It is hoped that this booth at the 
Fair will be a step toward chang- 
ing this situation. Millington 
Section has agreed to arrange a 
display and to staff this booth, 
Mary Perkins has been appointed 
as chairman of the project. 

If a number of people will 
each assist a little in this ac- 
tivity the burden on anyone will 
be very light. Have you a day or 
a half-day curing Fair week which 
you would be willing to donate? 
Mary would appreciate it if you 
would call her (Tel* 3-795^-) and 
arrange for a time to be 'on duty'. 

We hope this will prove to be 
a worthwhile activity for GMC and 
we know it will be an interesting 
experience for those who partici- 
pate. 

BOARD IESTING HELD 

A meeting of the Ex, Board 
was held Wednesday evening, June 
29, at Craigue Perkins K home • 

The first item of business 
was the adoption of the new Outing 
Schedule as planned by Outing Ch., 
Betty Ball. 

Methods of acquiring slides 
to start our recently planned Mil- 
lington Section collection was 


LITTLE ROCK POND 


discussed with Photography 6h., 

Jan Catozzi. Jan feels that there 
is plenty of material available 
and it is largely a matter of con- 
tacting members having slides and 
making selections. 

Plans for the Pair booth to 
be sponsored by the main club 
and planned and staffed by Kil- 
lington Beet ion i^ere discussed. 

Possible solutions for the 
problem of The Trail crossing of 
hill River at the Gorge were con- 
sidered but no conclusion was 
reached. This is a real problem 
and practical suggestions to aid 
in its solution would be heartily 
welcomed. 

We missed the several board 
members who were unable to be pre- 
sent for various good reasons and 
appreciated the attendance and 
suggestions of those who could 
come. 


ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Edith Ewald went out to Estes 
Park for a National Conference 
and reports that ‘'it is an inter- 
esting setting for anything one 
may want to do‘.‘ The card receiv- 
ed showed the highest point on 
the Trail Ridge Road, Rocky Nt. 
National Park, Colorado - eleva- 
tion 12,103 ftJ 

Charles and Patty Sabourin 
with daughter, Lary Pat, are ex- 
pected to arrive in Rutland on 
Saturday for a vacation. They 
are driving east from their home 
in Decatur, Illinois, 

< Word has been receoved that 
the Bob Perkins family have ar- 
rived at their new location, Los 
Angeles, California, 


YOUR NEW OUTING SCHEDULES 
ARE ENCLOSED wITH THIS ISSUE. 


Saturday, June 25th, liras 
an ideal day for the Little Rock 
Pond outing. Arrived at Leldon 
School for the 'take-off, we 
were pleased to find four friends 
from the Glens Pa 11s ADK group 
on hand to accompany us. 

After a pleasant, scenic 
drive via Danby and Lt. Tabor, 
ire ?.cft our cars at the usual 
spot, whore The Long Trail leaves 
the highway, and were soon en- 
joying the cool, winding path 
along the brook which leads to 
Little Rock Pond. Although ire 
missed the profusion of wild- 
flower blossoms which ran usually 
be found along here earlier in 
the season, this is always a 
pleasant, easy trail, well lined 
with ferns and woods greens of 
various kinds and including sev- 
eral attractive brook crossings. 

Arrived at Little Rock Pond 
we found two campers on a hiking 
vacation who had come through 
from the Long Trail Lodge. They 
had done a re-building job on 
the outdoor fireplace and every- 
thing in and around the camp was 
in excellent condition. Although 
they reported the need for work 
on some parts of our Trail, they 
seemed to be enjoying their va- 
cation. 

After lunch one of our 
junior members took a swim in the 
pond but the rest of us were 
•well content with a sunning on 
the rocks. 

We left , reluctantly, late 
in the afternoon, taking the 
trail around the other sice of 
the pond on our return trip. On 
our way out we met a party of 
five coming in, apparently eq- 
uipped for at least an overnight 
stay. 

Little Rock Pond is a de- 
servedly popular spot and no 
hiking season is quite complete 
without a visit to it. 


July Fourth Week End 

This year was the fourth in 
the Killington Section's Inde- 
pendence Day series of hikes on 
The Long Trail. 

On Friday afternoon four of 
us went into camp at the State 
Camp Ground in Smugglers Notch. 

After the tents were set up, 
we had supper, then decided to 
hike that portion of the Trail 
that follows the highway in the 
Notch. 

Saturday morning Ray Catozzi 
pulled in early in his new 
station wagon. As soon as we got 
organized we started south on 
The Long Trail from where it 
leaves the highway. The Trail 
was good and the grade moderate. 
When we reached Taf$ Lodge ire 
met three Killington Sectionettes 
who had been birding the mountain 
top. 

From Taft we climbed the Chin 
of Mansfield and met mists coming 
in from the west. It soon brought 
enough rain to soak the party 
thoroughly. Worst of all, there 
was only one brief view enjoyed 
just before we reached the top 
of the Lift. This was an easy 
day. 

On Sunday morning we took the 
Chair Lift back up the Mountain 
to continue on The Trail from 
where we left off the night before. 
It was a bright, warm day at the 
Camp Ground but at the top of the 
Lift it was twenty degrees cooler, 
with mist again that persisted 
until! we reached Butler Lodge. 
There we had lunch. 

The Trail from Butler to 
Taylor was freshly cleared, 

(Thank you, Roy ), Taylor, 
situated on the edge of a cliff 
overlooking Lake Mansfield, is 
one of the sight lie st camps on 
The Trail, No trouble at all 
getting down to the Trout Club 
and the cars we had parked 
there the night before. 

Monday was the big day. We 
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■ hit the approach trail from the 
Trout Club at eight o * c. 1 ook and 
| di dn - t come out at the Winooski 
| River till six fifteen^ 

Right after leaving Taylor 
! we began to run into many blow- 
j dovres left by last year's hur- 
ricanes, After the top of Mayo 
| was passed the Trail was better 
but very bushy with few blazes , 

We didn't mind the climb too 
much and there were several good 
look-cuts a 

The new Puffer Lodge is still 
under construction but usable , and 
has a very good location- We had 
lunch here e 

From the top of 3clton Mean- 
tain at elevation 372 p we began 
the long, long doire grade to the 
Winooski at elevation 3li.2. A few 
more blow-downs and we finally 
reached the upper end of a good 
lumber road that leads out to 
civilization. For several miles 
this road follows Joiner Brook 
with many good swimming and fish- 
ing spots. 

This day we covered twelve 
and one half miles but everybody 
arrived in very good condition. 

And right ahead of us stood 
Camel's Hump just waiting for 
- -ftur Independence Da}* - hike next 
“year. 


A REMINDER 

The big GMC Intersectional 
is coming August 20th and 21st. 

It is to be held at a campsite 
in Danby, Vermont. 

Look for complete details 
in your August issuu of LONG TRAIL 
NEWS. 

An interesting camping and 
hiking program has been planned 
so why not save those dates for 
this important Club activity. 

We hope for a big showing 
of Killington Section members. 

If you can't attend for the two 
days, come for as long as you 
can. You'll be welcome. 


THE STORY OF THE LITTLE STOVE 
THAT WENT TO KILLINGTON 
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I They have be cone a necessity to the 
i American way of life and have be- 


I was born in Tennessee. I 
was put in a crate and dumped in , 
a big red box xd.th a lot of other i 
crates and bags and boxes. For 
a long time the big red box 
shook me and banged me around. 

Then they opened the door and 
put me in a Smaller green box 
that went faster and smelled 
worse. Soon I was ■unloaded onto 
a concrete floor. 

Some jerk with a hammer and 
wrench came and took off my 
crate. He then loosened a few 
bolts here and there, and 
suddenly I collapsed into a i 

pile of sixty-five pieces. 

After a few days some men 
came with sacks and put some of 
me in each one. We rode for a 
xirhilo and than the men started 
to walk with me on their backs, 

I wonder why we wont so slowly? 

After hours and hours I was 
dumped out again on a stone 
floor, and the men said "WhewJ" 
and "Gosh!" etc. j 

Then they tried to put me 
together again. The men did a 
lot of talking and all of them 
said they knew just how to do 
it, but I don’t think they were 
very smart at all. After a long 
time and much banging, I was 
declared to be ready for use. 

Just let me describe myself 
briefly. I am just like a reg- 
ular cook stove only smaller. 

I have four griddles and an 
oven with two doors. I-ly friends 
tell me I am not at all bad 
looking. I am a good heater and 
a very good cook. 

You should come up and see 
me some time before some 
chowder head kicks me in the 
fire box. 


SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

Today there arc 28 National 
Parks and 8 5 National Monuments. 


come more and more precious to the 
American people. In spite of this, 
their, custodian, the Congress of 
the United States is sadly neglecting 
them. 

In recent years Congress has 
made about $30 million available 
annually to the National Fark 
Service, Last year I|.8 million 
people visited our Parks and Mon- 
uments, The amount of money allowed 
to service this project comes to 
less than one dollar per visitor 
of the areas discussed. This is 
not enough to keep the facilities 
of the parks in good repair, or 
pay for enough rangers to properly 
supervise them ana insure the 
comfort and safety of uhe tourists. 

So lacking in manpower is the 
Service that it is estimated that 
at least $ 500,000 is lost annually 
because there arc not enough rangers 
to man f cc-collecting points on a 
full time basis. 

Buildings and grounds in many 
of the parks are detenoating, roads 
are falling into disrepair, utili- 
ties are inadequate, and sanitary 
conditions are sometimes appalling. 
Recently the Public Health Service 
has threatened to close Yosemite 
because of substandard sewage. 

Is it the plan of Congress 
to let the National Parks and 
Monuments deteriate so far that 
Mr. and Mrs. America could no longer 
use them and they (the parks) could 
then be sold to private enterprise? 

These lands were to be protected 
for all time so that future gener- 
ations of Americans could enjoy 
them. Today because of lack of 
propper supervision they are being 
vandalized and in some places 
stripped of their treasures. Sou- 
venir hunters carry off unusual 
rock formations, chip off pieces of 
stalagmite from caves, and even 
carve their names on Indian 
pictographs. 

Something should be done about t ' 
all this. It *3 up to Mr. and Mrs. 
Citizen, 
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COKIWG EVERTS 


IT PAYS TO ADY.: 



Time - Sat. cc Sun. Aug. 20 - 21 
Place - Danby - Intersectional 

Consult your recent L01JG 
TRAIL LEWS for details on this. 

As you will find there, a number 
of interesting activities are 
being planned. This is an oppor- 
tunity to take part in any of 
these which interest you as well 
as a chance to meet and exchange 
Trail news with members from 
other Sections. The Saturday 
night Campfire is a highlight of 
these meetings. When the count 
from ‘Sections represented' is 
taken let's have the Killington 
number well toward the top of 
the list. 

Time - Sat ., Sept ,1). - 9i30 A.K, 
Place - Perkins Camp - Kendo n 

The special purpose of this 
outing is to collect and arrange 
greens in the booth which GMC is 
sponsoring at the Rutland Pair. 

mq will meet at heldon Vo ic > 


Last month in 31 .CUE L BLAZES 
wo stated that the problem of the 
crossing of hill River at Claren- 
don Gorge was unsolved and said 
suggestions would be welcomed. 

Imagine our delight when 
someone came forward with a sug- 
gestion and volunteered to carry 
it out J 

Smile Boselli has drawn a 
detailed plan and figured require- 
ments for building a suspension 
bridge. A Board meeting was call- 
ed to consider the idea and he 
was authorized to go ahead with it. 

This may sound easy but it is 
a big job running to about v300 
for materials and an enormous m.u 
amount of labor. Smile has volun- 
teered to supply most of the labor, 
but he will need a few hands occa- 
sionally. It is up to Killington 
Section to supply the funds. 

We can all help in some way 
on this worthwhile project. Let's 
get set to respond to the call for 
assistance when it comes. 


School as usual and proceed to 
Camp -/here we will collect the 
needed greens. After a picnic 
lunch, to be eaten at Camp, the 
plan is to take our greens to 
the Pairgrounds and arrange them 
as a background for our booth. 

Bring your lunch and join us 
for any part of this activity. 

The Club will supply coffee* as 
usual. This outing should be a 
good. combination of work and fun. 


PERSOHMEL FOR PAIR BOOTH 

Plans for the GKC booth at 
the Pair are going forward. Chair- 
man, hary Perkins, has the follow- 
ing people signed up to take a 
turn at being in attendance: 

Ruth Postman, Betty Ball, Eleanor 
walker, Janet hart in, Leone Smith, 
and Graigue and Vera Perkins. 

Drop in and visit us when 
you are on the grounds. 


HOW 13 THE THIS 
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SAVE THESE DATES 


How is the time to start 
seriously collecting material 
for our annual Rummage Sale . The 
proceeds this year will be espe- 
cially ear -mar Iced for our new 
bridge project. 

Don’t stop with assembling 
material from your own closets, 
cupboards, attics, and cellars. 
Call your relatives, friends, and 
neighbors, and get your word in 
early for some of their discards. 

Remember , there will probably 
be the usual crop of fall Rummage 
Sales. 'Let's get there firstest 
with the mostest’. 

C.V. CALF - CHITTENDEN 

An outstanding feature of 
this outing since it first ap- 
peared on our schedule in July 
19^2, has been the perfect wea- 
ther for such an event which we 
have had each time. This year 
proved no exception and the tra- 
dition still held good. 

Sunday, July 31st was hot 
and sunny. We were glad to reach 
the Fond where a good breeze kept 
the porches cool, while the water 
was just right for swimming, as 
the early arrivals at once dis 
covered. 

New arrivals for lunch and 
in the early afternoon swelled 
our original small number some- 
what, but we were amazed that 
more people cid not avail them • 
selves of this opportunity. 

The afternoon passed quick- 
ly with swimming, boating, and 
the 'rocking chair' sport of com- 
paring the relative merits of the 
HERALD TRIBUNE vs THE TILES - es- 
pecially the advertisements. 

Some left in the late after- 
noon while others stayed on for a 
picnic supper. As we returned to 
the heat of town we were more ap- 
preciative than ever of our plea- 
sant day at Chittenden Fond. Too 
bad you missed iti 


September 17, and October 1 
and 15 are the dates for our an- 
nual fall 3eries-hikes, covering 
a consecutive section of The 
Long ; .Tr ail . 

The idea of this series or- 
iginated in 1951 when Outing Ch., 
Charlotte Rutkowski (now Keenan) 
scheduled a series of three hikes 
covering the entire Killington 
Section. 

Since that time these hikes 
have been arranged alternately 
north and south of our section. 

We have several members who have 
achieved 100 attendance and so 
have hiked The Trail from Boyce 
Shelter, north of Liddlebur^ Gap, 
to Had Tom Shelter, about 
north of the Handles ter - Feru 
road. This is a Trail distance 
of 76.3 mi. (Bet you didn't know 
you'd walked that fari). The ac- 
tual mileage travelled i3 more 
because of approach trails used. 

This just goes to show what can 
be accomplished by a regular, 
scheduled activity. 

This year's series will 
cover from Lad Tom to The Grout 
Job, adding a Trail distance of 
21.9 miles. 

These are all Saturday hikes, 
so planned to enable us to make 
the desirable early starts. You 
will get more details on the in- 
dividual hike 3 in the next issue, 
but this will serve as an advance 
reminder so you can save the dates. 
If you missed the others, start now. 

HO BOAT TRIP 

The rain on Saturday, Aug. 

13th, probably brought on by 
CONNIE, forced the cancellation 
of the Lake George Steamer trip. 

We had looked forward to this 
outing which was a new feature on 
our schedule and were disappoint- 
ed that it had to be given up. 

We hope this trip will be sched- 
uled again next summer . 


3PECIAL BOARD } JESTING HELD 
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A BIT ABOUT BIRCHES 


A special meeting of the 
Executive Board was held Monday 
evening, August 8th. 

This meeting was colled 
primarily to consider the propos- 
ed Gorge bridge over Mill River. 
This project was adopted. 

Craigue Perkins reported a 
recent trip to KilLington to set 
window glass, and a trip over • s 
The Trail from Clarendon Gorge to 
Sunnyside. This piece of trail 
had been reported as in very bad 
condition. Craigue stated that 
there were several blowdowns and 
the trail needed brushing out, 
but it was in passable ahape „ 

Shelter Ch, , Jack Martin, 
reported a recent visit to Cla- 
rendon Lodge. 

Other matters considered 
were use of the Section's leaflet, 
YOU'D BE IMTERESTED , and plans 
for the completion of Sunnyside 
this fall. 

The good attendance at this 
meeting was very much appreciat- 
ed. Only Vice Ires., Bill Allard, 
was missing. 3ill works nights 
this summer so his absence was 
unavoidable. 

TRY THIS ORE 

We were told the other day 
that Maidenhair fern could be 
picked, flattened out between 
the pages of a heavy magazine or 
book, placed in the attic or some 
ofcfcter dry place and forgotten a- 
bout until sometime next winter 
when a little green for a bouquet 
would be most welcome. Then, so 
the story goes, you may get out 
your Maidenhair fern, put it in 
waterjand watch it plump up to 
practically its natural state. 

This XTOuld be quite easy to 
test out. Why doesn't someone 
try it and let us know the result? 


We seen to remember that 
sometimes on a hike there has 
been some discussion as to whether 
a certain tree was a white birch 
or a gray birch. 

The other day ire came across 
this simple means of i dent if icav *• 
tion. It seems that the shape of 
the leaves is quite different. 

The base line of the white birch 
leaf curves away on each side from 
the stem, while the gray birch 
leaf has a triangular outline with 
the stalk in the middle of a flat 
base line. 



hand over the bark. The white 
birch will leave a white, powdery, 
substance on ■'•our hand. 

Let's check on this sometimes 
when ’.re are in the ’.roods. It 
might be that many of the trees 
we've been calling white birch 
are really gray birch. 


WHAT'S IN A HALE? 
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This is the season when the 
fields and roadsides are bright 
with late summer and early fall 
wildflowers. The names of many 
of these are familiar to us but 
prehaps less well kno-^n is the 
interesting derivation of some 
of these common names. 

A little browsing in a most 
interesting book, John Kieran ' s, 

AIT INTRODUCTION TO NATURE, yield- 
ed the following interesting 
theories on name origins. 

JOE -FYS W EED 

Joe Pye was supposed to have 
been an Indian Ledicine Kan who 
became friendly with the early 
colonists in hassachusett s and 
cured various of their ills with 
this plant. 

GEN TIANS 

Named for King Gentius of 
Illyria , (now known as Albania and 
Yugoslavia). He reigned in the 
2nd Century 3.C. and is record- 
ed in herbal history as the origi- 
nal discoverer of the medicinal 
value of these plants. 

Host of us know these at- 
tractive blue flowers, both the 
Bottled or Closed and the Fring- 
ed Gentian, although vie don't 
run onto them in the woods as of- 
ten as we would like. 

3NAKER00T 

This name comes from the old 
belief that an infusion made from 
the root of the plant was a cure 
for the ill effects of a poison- 
ous snake bite. 

BOHESET ( ThOROUGir.-fORT ) 

About this one hr. Eieran 
points out that the leaves are 
completely joined at the base 
and the stem appears to grow 
right through the leaves. The 
name THOROUGH. JCRT appears to 
apply to hi is habit of the stem 


groining J I thorough ' or ' through 
the leaf ' . Of the name E0NE3ET 
there are various explanations. 

One was that herb doctors believ- 
ed that plants with united leaves 
would aid in uniting .fractured 
bones. Another was thau infusions 
from these leaves were supposed 
to be good for the : broak -bone ' 
fever of warm climates. At any 
rate 'Boneset ; tea ' made from these 
leaves, dr ied, was a standard home 
remedy for colds and fevers in 
Hew England in olden times, 

G ERAR D I A3 

Varied for John Gerard, a ; 
great English botanist who pub- 
lished his famous HERE ALL or 
GENERAL KISTORIS OF PLANTS back 
in J 197 , and included in it such 
helpful hints as that the juice 
of an onion rubbed on a bald head 
in the sun, 'bringeth the hair 
again very speedily', and the ' 
juice of the Daisy, 'given to I 
little dogs with milke, keepth 
them from growing great , .‘' 

LOOSESTRIFE 

^Creatures fed on these plant 
would : iose strife' and become 
peaceful. It was fed to yokes of 
oxen to make them work in harmony. 

SCA PV70RT (BOUNCING BET) 

A lather can be made from 
the leaves of this one if crushed 
in water . In rural England in 
olden times it was used for wash- 
ing. 

FIREUEED - so named because 
it springs up on land which has 
been burned over and KILK./EED , 
named from the milky' substance in 
the pods are familiar name origins 

This is only a small sampling 
of the interesting material to be 
found in this book and we recom- 
mend it to anyone who would like 
to become better acquainted with 
some of the common birds, flowers, 
and trees. 



COMING EVENTS 

LONG TRAIL SERIES HIKES 
by 

Betty Ball 

Time - Saturdays, Sept. 17 

Oct. 1 
Oct. 15 

Place - The Long Trail - Grout 
Job to Mad Tom Shelter 

Again we will pace off an- 
other 22 miles of The Long Trail, 
most of it new to us, to make us 
nearer to becoming Ena-to-Enders. 
This fall’s hikes will bring us 
well down toward the Massachu- 
setts line, We hope some Ben- 
nington Section members \d.ll be 
able to join us. 

SATURDAY - SEPT. 17 - 7i00 A.M. 

This one needs an early 
start, 3ince it's a long trip, 
about thirteen miles, but it’s 
easy grade all the way. The 
first part to Stratton Pond is 
an old favorite, but the hike 
on to Bourne Pond, and Prospect 
Rock will be new. At Prospect 
Rock xve'll get a fine view. 

Since this is such a full 
day's trip it seemed best not to 
plan a long enough lunch stop to 
make coffee, so bring your thermo 
for your lunchtime beverage. 

SATURDAY - 0CT.1 - 8:00 A.M. 

This hike will be shorter, 
about 7 i miles, and should be a 


beautiful one. We follow a brook, 
then ascend Spruce Peak, descend- 
ing to Prospect Rock again, and 
out to Manchester Depot. Pall 
foliage should be good so bring 
your cameras. 

SATURDAY - OCT. 15 - 8:30 A.M. 

Here's an easy one, only 
miles, but it includes Bromley 
Mt. We'll start at Mad Tom Shel- 
ter and come out on Route 11. 

Best view will be about a half- 
mile the o ther side of Bromley. 

srilge project started 

Emile Boselli wasted no time 
in getting started on the suspen- 
sion bridge over Mill River at 
"the Gorge", and has already com- 
pleted the first steps in its con- 
struction. Hikers iPho have had 
to wade the river this summer will 
be glad to hear this. 

3ECG. D REMINDER . 

Time for the RUMMAGE -DiLE is 
drawing near. We need an especial 
ly successful sale this year to 
aid in financing the Bridge Pro- 
ject. What we want is a big sup- 
ply of things to sell - we always 
have plenty of customers. We're 
depending on each of you to fur- 
nish our stock. 

The date and final details 
will be in the October SMOKE «. 
BLAZES, but don't wait for that. 
Start collecting now and keep at 
it. «^e need everyone's help. 


THE PAIR BOOTH PROJECT 

The September 3~d hike to 
gather branches for trimming 
the GMC booth at the Pair brought 
out twelve members and junior 
members. The weather was perfect 
and one group ate lunch in the 
woods while the other ate at camp. 
The actual gathering of the spruce 
box>rs was very easy with so much 
help. 

About two o'clock all 
hands went to the Fair Grounds 
and set up the booth. In no 
time at all the plywood was 
hung, map put up, pictures dis- 
played and tables and chairs in 
place , 

Boys from Camp Sangamon in 
Pittsford had made a model of a 
lean-to that resembled the ones 
found on the Long Trail. This 
model was placed on a card table 
and added just the right touch 
of atmosphere to the booth. 

Sunday afternoon the booth 
was opened up for the benefit 
of people roaming the grounds, 
and to develop a spiel for use 
the rest of the week. 

During the week the follow- 
ing took turns manning the booth: 
Mary and Vera Perkins, Ruth Fost- 
man, Leone Smith, Betty Ball, 

Janet Martin, and Craigue Perkins. 
Distribution was made of 800 
flyers, 200 Long Trail llewees, 

200 Short Trips folders, and 
6 Guide Books. The latter were 
sold and the others given out 
with discretion. 

The six feet high map of 
Vermont was the big attraction. 

The Long Trail and all shelters 
were clearly shown. About 300 
separate parties were lured 
into the booth and given the 
story of the Trail and the Club. 

The aluminum cook- kit, 
donated by Mrs. Lillian Lodge of 
the New York Section, was offered 
as the prize in a contest. The 
contestant had to give the 
correct answers to three true-or 
false questions about the Trail 


and the mountains. Then ho esti- 
mated the weight of a light pack, 

Shout 1000 questions were 
asked during the week, of about 
£00 contestants. 12l± got their 
questions answered correctly, and 
Prank H, Kingsley Jr. of 
Whitehall, Hew York guessed 19 lbs. 
and 8 oz* on the weight of the 
pack which was exactly right. 

110 guessers were high and only 
13 low, which confirms the sus- 
pician long held that the scales 
don’t tell the truth abcut packs* 
Patty Claypool made the best 
guess of any Rutlander*. The ask- 
ing of questions kept people in 
the booth much of the time and 
that made other people stop to 
see what was going on. 

The booth was located next 
to the Vermont and Federal Forest 
booths which were manned by rep- 
resentatives of those services. 

This gave an excellent opportunity 
to discuss many problems with 
them at leisure. 

Leone Smith spoke over WGY 
and told about the GMC one noon- 
time at the invitation of the 
station. That sort of thing can’t 
be boughr, f 

A school teacher asked for 
folders for the use of her class 
studying about Vermont. She plans 
to have the slide collection at a 
PTA meeting. 

Representatives of a hotel 
and three motels learned of the 
Trail as an attraction for their 
guests. 

A surprising number of young 
people told us what parts of the 
Trail they had travelled. We 
suspect most of them never knew 
before how the Trail was main- 
tained. 

Last but not least, many 
old friends of the Club came in 
to say "Hello" and find out what 
was new. 

Too bad we didn’t have a 
recording machine in the booth. 

Here are some of the remarks 
made : 


"What l Ya hafta walk ?" 


3 


"Yeah, I helped build all 
them shelters , 11 

: 'But couldn't a bear come 
right in ?" 

"Mister, if you want to 
catch a nice mess of trout just 

come up to and ask for- — 

Don't bring your boots 'cause 
they won't do any good. You'll 
be in mud up to your hips and 
water to your neck. Other folks 
turn back when it gets muddy 
but I don't , see? " 

"Do you know where a man can 
rent a burro ?" 

11 and this timber wolf 

jumped right on my boy's back." 

"Where can I get a map like 
that ? " 

"I could hike the whole 
Trail in two weeks easy c " 

"What do you take with you ?" 
"Look* I live right there J" 

"I carved this sword. Haven't 
got the teeth done yet. Figured 
I might as well bo whittling as 
wasting my time," 

"Good morning, we want 
you to know more about the Long 
Trail and the Green Mountain Club." 

This last was repeated 
about 1000 times at least. 


REPORT OF THE III TER SE C T I OH A L 

Though August 20th and 21st 
were two of the hottest day 3 we 
had this summer, 58 people 
attended the Intersectional held 
in the Danby-Mt Tabor area. 

Fifteen of this number were 
from the Killington Section. We 
had hoped Killington would be 
represented by a larger number 
for this event is one of the 
Club * s ways of uniting all the 
Sections into one big family. 

The camping, the hiking, the 
campfire meeting, and the greet- 
ing of old friends all added up 
to an enjoyable week end. 

Details will be written up 
in the Hov. LONG TRAIL NEWS. 


HEW JUNIOR MEMBERS 

We are very glad to welcome 
29 new Junior members into the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club. We hope they along 
with our other junior members will 
get to know and enjoy our Club. 

The following is the list of 
new members : 

Richard Belcher 
David Booraem 
William Cleland 
Gerald Couts 
Ronald Da-nillian 
Richard Folts 
Charles Colovin 
Robert Green 
Thomas Hac.kett 
Edward Hirst, Jr. 

Bobbie Hume 
James Leslie 
Tom Lovely 
Joel Lovering 
Leigh Love ring 
Teddy Kc.Cntire 
Bill I lac Clarence 
Butch ill oho 1 3 
Dale Petersen 
Jack Plum 
Michael Price 
Jon Provest 
Joseph Reynolds 
Jim Van Orden 
Phillip Wood, Jr. 

Donald Wroght 
Thomas Raney 
Marie Bell 


HONESTY ON THE TRAIL 

We are happy to report that 
honesty on the Trail prevails. 
During the past summer several 
valuable articles have been lost 
on the Trail, found by ocher 
hikers, and returned to the owners. 

Now if we can educate all 
hikers to treat GMC shelters with 
due respect, we might say that we 
are on the road to an ideal 
situation. 


EQUINOX BY CAR 


*7 


In view of the fact, that therfe 
are many hikers who for one reason 
or another sometime like to climb 
a mountain by car, let*s take a 
trip up Equinox that way. 

A short distance out of 
Manchester on route 7 there is a 
Toll House at the entrance of 
what is known as the Sky Line Drive 
to the top of Mt, Equinox. Toll- 
keepers are on hand to give in- 
formation and sell you your ticket 
for the drive, which is $3,00 per 
car. You may have as many pass- 
engers in your car as you wish. 

The six and one -half mile 
ride up the toll road is easy to 
take for the road is never less 
than 24 feet wide and in many 
places is much wider. There are 
several parking places along the 
way where marvelous views may be 
enjoyed. 

Prom the Toll House to the 
summit the road climbs approx- 
imately 3*200 feet in a distance 
of 6|- miles. This is a greater 
climb from entrance to summit 
than is made by any other toll 
road save one east of the 
Mississippi. 

The story of how this road 
came to be made is interesting. 

Dr. J. G. Davidson, who has lived 
in California for many years, 
found something appealing about 
Vermont, its hills and valleys, 
and its people. In 1939 he 
bought a large tract of land on 
Mt. Equinox and later built a 
home in the gap known as Southeast 
Corners, at an elevation of 2,016 
feet. He was obliged to improve 
the old wagon road in order to 
bring in materials for his house. 
After he was settled here, he 
often took a hike from his home 
in the gap up the rest of the 
mountain, 1800 feet to the top. 

One day he decided that a toll 
road could be built so that others, 
as well as himself, could enjoy 
the views from the summit. More 
land was aaquired and in 1947 the 
road was finished from Route 7 


to the top of Big equinox, 3 , 8 l 6 
feet above sea level. 

At the summit there are fire- 
places available for picnicers. 
There are also tables and benches 
and a fountain where clear, cool 
spring water may be obtained. 
Though there are no constant 
springs at or near the top, water 
is pumped from a never failing 
spring on the west side of the 
mountain through a pipe more than 
a mile long which rises vertically 
more than two thousand feet. The 
stream from this spring later on 
disappears into a cavern, the 
exit of which has never been dis- 
covered. 

This trip would not be com- 
plete without a visit to Sky Line 
Inn so let * s step inside and see 
a truly representative architec- 
tural model for plastic materials. 
Where ever plastics could be used, 
they were used. 

The building houses a beauti- 
ful lounge, cocktail room, dining 
room, and guest rooms. Hotel ser- 
vice is maintained during the 
summer. 

The hearths in front of the 
fireplaces in the dining room and 
lounge are of special interest. 

Many years ago it was a popular 
pastime to climb the mountain and 
carve one r s name or initials in 
the soft rock that forms the 
summit. Many of the more legible 
carvings were cut out of the solid 
rock and used to build the hearths. 
The earliest inscription is dated 
1776 . The next one was carved 
II4.O years ago by L. Brown in l8l£. 
Most of the family names on the 
hearths are still well known in 
the Vermont valley. 

At our Intersectional, when 
the thermometer registered close 
to 100, some smart folks took 
their mountain climbing by way of 
the Sky Line Drive to Equinox, 

They reported a grand day on top, 
while those of us who stayed 
below, sweated it out on the sun- 
baked camp grounds. 

Next summer, when it*s too 
hot to hike, climb Equinox by car. 
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COLIFG EVENTS 

Time - Sun., Oct. 30 - 10:30 a. to. 
Place - Lad Tom Shelter to 
Route 11 

Originally planned for Cct. 
15th, this hike was rained out. 
Since it completed our fall 
series-hikes, we were anxious to 
get it in and so have re- schedul- 
ed it. The trip over the Appla- 
chian Trail from Long Trail Lodge 
to Gifford .<oods originally sched- 
uled for this day will be given 
another date, possibly early in 
December, 

We plan to leave Leldon 
School at 10:30 A. to. and have 
lunch at Lad Tom before starting 
the hike. This will give us 
ample time for the 5s miles to 
Route 11. This should be an in- 
teresting and not too difficult 
trip, so don’t miss it. 

Time - Saturday, Rov . 12 
Place - Beechwood - Covered Dish 
Supper 

This is an earlier than us- 
ual cate for our Covered Dish 
Supper, so planned to avoid a 
snowy road(we hope). 

The house will be open any- 
time after 2 P.L . so that those 
who 'wish may enjoy an afternoon 
in the country and work up an 
appetite. Supper will be served 
at 6:30 P.L. 

If you plan to be there for 


supper, please call Vera Perkins 
( 3 — 2 9 Ai-l ) sometime during the week 
(before Sat. noon, please) and a.-, 
check on the number in your party 
anc the food you are to bring. 
Remember to bring your own plate 
(we suggest a big one), cup, knife, 
fork, and spoon. 

In the evening we hope to 
see some colored slides taken on 
recent trips by one of our mem- 
bers. In addition, if you have 
colored slices taken on The Trail 
in our section or on some of our 
outings, please bring then along. 
You might select 6 or 8 which you 
think would be good for a Killing- 
ton Section collection. We will 
show as many of these as time 
permits and this will help Jan 
Catoszi to get our collection 
started. 

You only have to be able to 
hike around the table and pick up 
your supper to be eligible for 
this one, so let’s make it a 
representative get-together . 

RULE AGE 3 ALE - 'FRIDAY, RCV.lj.th 

We now have our date for the 
Rummage Sale, Friday, K 0 v.l 4 .th - 
9 A. to. to 7 P . to . The place will 
be the neighborhood Rooms, as 
usual, with the customary commit- 
tee in charge. 

We need a big supply of 
goods of all kinds: clothing, 
(children's and large sizes es- 
pecially welcome ), household eq- 
uipment, kitchen \jare, dishes. 


A VISIT TO A LAS 3. STATE Jr ARK 


2 - 

aecorative nick-nacks, gadgets, 
toys, etc., etc. In fact you 
bring it and name it and we can 
sell it.' 

We will be at the Rooms from 
9 -*-5 on Thursday, Kov. 3rd to re- 
ceive your donations. 1 lease try 
and get things to us that aay so 
that we can have them priced and 
ready for Friday. If you have 
material but no way to get it to 
us, call Craigue Perkins ( 3 - 7954 ) > 
or Vera ierkins (3-2941) Defore 
Thursday morning, Kov. 3rd. 

We will need some help in 
getting the material ready on 
Thursday and for the Sale Friday,, 
especially when it first opens 
at 9 A.K. It will be much appre- 
ciated if anyone available to 
help will contact us and tell us 
what time they can give us. 

Lot's make this a real coop- 
erative effort and put over a 
big Sale. Remember we're build- 
ing that bridge and we need the 
money.' 

SUGGESTIONS WART ED 

We are beginning to think 
about plans for Killington Sec- 
tion's Annual meeting in January, 
What type of meeting would you 
like and what would you like for 
a program? 

The Covered Dish Supper at 
Beechwood usually brings out a 
crowd so that seems like a gooa 
time to get some ideas. Be 
thinking it over and let us have 
your suggestions then. 

GREETINGS RECEIVED 

Jan and Jack 1 art in heard 
recently from Arnold Keuster, 

German exchange teacher in Lu£1oxi, t 
last year. Arnold hiked with us 
frequently during his year here 
and sent greetings to the GhC 
group, He is now back in his ? 
former teaching position in 
Germany. 


After a lapse of a year the 
fall camping trip started 7 years 
ago by 4 GLCers was resumed this 
year . 

Leaving Rutland on Oct. 10th 
we headed for Savoy Lt. State 
Park by way of the hohawk Trail 
from Greenfield. 

The foliage color was at its 
height and the roadside stands 
with their gorgeous arrangements 
of apples, pumpkins, squash, cab- 
bages, and the like, vied with the 
hillsides in co] or display. 

Dutton Pines State Park, a 
few miles north of ->rattleboro, 
located in a beautiful grove of 
pines and as neat as the prover- 
bial pin, proved an ideal place 
for our picnic lunch. 

After enjoying the fine views 
from the hohawk Trail as far as 
the East Summit we started in 
search of a campsite in Savoy Park 
•.A tour of what seemed like 
the whole 10,000 acres x^hich the 
park contains aid not disclose 
what seemed to us a desirable 
campsite, so we decided to try for 
something better. This we found 
at Windsor State Forest about 
20 miles away. 

This park is located on the 
Westfield River in a very attract* 
tive setting. 

Our first concern was to get 
our tents set before dark and to 
forage for enough x;ood from the 
surrounding fireplaces to cook our 
supper. In a suprisingly short 
time this was done, and we vjere 
enjoying steak cooked over an open 
fire. 

There followed two days of 
typical camp activities, loafing 
in the sun and exploring the near- 
by back roads by car and on foot. 

When we broke camp on the 
third morning we all agreed this 
was the perfect type of relaxing 
vacation. and all at a minimum cost 
Why not try it sometime? 


WO WEEKS LATER 


FROM GOUT JOB TO PROSPECT 

ROCK j 

Early Saturday morning, 
September 17th, fourteen hikers 
from the Killington Section left 
Rutland in cars and rode to the 
Arlington Wardsboro road and the 
Gout Job. After getting cars lo- 
cated in the right place to be 
ready to take the hikers home 
at the end of the journey, we 
started out on the hike. It was 
a beautiful fall day and every- 
one was in a gay mood. 

Though it was a twelve mile 
hike, we all agreed that it was 
an easy one, for there were no 
climbs, and the scenery x*as 
beautiful all along the way. 

At Stratton Pond and Willis 
Ross Camp we stopped just long 
enough to see ^hat everything 
was in good order. Walking a- 
long the Trail, following the 
shore line, wc thought how re- 
mote and peaceful this spot was. 
Then, when wc came to Bourn Pond, 
we found that here was another 
3pot , wilder, and more remote 
than Stratton. Wo couldn't de- 
cide which of the two was the 
most beautiful. 

We walked on after eating 
our lunch at Bourn Pond. There 
was little change in elevation 
as we continued over an old aban- 
doned railroad grade, and finally 
reached the old Swe z y Camp after 
passing the new Swezy under con- 
struction. 

At Swezy we turned down an 
old road and followed it about 
a mile to Prospect Rock, The 
rock is high up over Downer Glen 
and gives wonderful views of 
Equinox Mountain, the Taconic 
range, Dorset Valley and the 
hills far to the north. 

Another mile or so down to 
the cars and then the long ride 
home . 

Twelve more miles were 
marked off the length of the 
Long Trail toward our End-to-End- 
ers award. 


With the foliage at its 
best, the weather still holding 
perfect, and the same crowd with 
a fexf additions, wc started our 
hike this time on the Peru Road, 
Route 11, where the Trail crosses 
the highway. We came out at 
Prospect Rock. 

This was a short onej only 
seven and one half miles , The 
highlights of this one were the 
view from Spruce peak lookout, and 
the anticipation of more views when 
wc would cone out at prospect Rock. 
Though Spruce Peak lookout ir 
about 200 feet off the Trail, and 
a steep climb, it was well worth 
the effort involved. 

Lunch was eaten beside the 
Trail, The coolness of fall was 
felt as soon as we stepped ex- 
ercising so extra jackets were 
taken from knapsacks, dry spots 
for sitting dovm places were in 
demand, and a hot cup of tea 
tasted very good. 

When we reached Prospect 
Rock again, we settled down to 
enjoy the view, for we had plenty 
of time . 

Eventually all things come to 
an end, so it i*as with this, our 
hike. But it wasn't quite over 
yet. Wo had that rocky road to 
walk down to the cars] We no- 
ticed the difference in what 
our feet could take at the end 
of a seven mile hike m compar- 
ison to what they could take 
at the end of a twelve mile hike* 

WORK PARTY 

A party of two, Raymond 
Catozzi and Craigue Perkins, 
did some Trail clearing from 
Sunnyside north to the loo?cout. 

Some blowdowns were removed. 

There are more to be taken out, 
and beyond the lookout a paint 
job is needed on stakes or stones 
in the open field. For anyone 
not familiar with the Trail, this 
area is a difficult one. 


"CAMPING AT KATAHDIiT" 

Under the above caption 
there was published in the, June 
1955 APPALACHIA an art iclq de- 
scribing a twelve day camping 
trip at Katahdin. 

The party saw raany kinds of 
game, and visited little fre- 
quented sections of the Park* 

Illustrations include unus- 
ual photographs of moose near 
Russell Pond. 

Reprints are available from 
the Appalachian Trail Conference 
at 25j^ each. The address is: 
1916 Sunderland Place, IT. V/., 
Washington 6. D. C, 

GUIDE BOOES 

Anyone contemplating a 
trip to Katahdin should purchase 
the new Guide to the Appalachian 
Trail in Hew England, This may 
also be obtained at the above 
address for $1.25. 

GMC GUIDE BOOK 

Our own new Guide Book will 
be out early in 195&. Barre SeC' 
tion members are assisting Gene 
Bamforth in typing copy. 

Another interesting Guide 
book is : TENT CAMPER’S GUIDE 

TO NEW ENGLAND AND NEW YORK 
STATE CAMPING AREAS, by Don 
Parry, Rocky Hill, Conn. 

Outdoor Publishers - 195k 
59 pages $1,00 

This Guide lists over 150 
camping areas, For each it 
gives condensed information on 
the location, the siae of the 
area, the type of setting, the 
principal attractions, fees (if 
any), and the best seasons for 
camping. 

WOMAN HIKES APPALACHIAN TRAIL 

Hiking grandma, Emma 
Gatewood of Gallipolis, Ohio, 
is believed to be the only 


f 

j woman to have hiked the entire 
i Appalachian Trail in one season. 

The 67 year old woman com- 
pleted 1,910 miles of rugged 
trail in months. She slept 
in the open or in lean-tos, wore 
dungarees and a lumberman’s jacket; 
and carried a 25 pound pack, in- 
I eluding food and blanket. 

We congratulate hex 1 on her 
! success but w T ouldn J t recommend 
J her perf ormance to anyone we know , 

In the first place, she should- 
i n’t have started out alone. In the 
second place, she wasn't equipped 
: properly. 

To accomplish what she did, 
seems almost beyond belief. Av- 
eraging l6 miles a day is more 
than a stunt at the age of 67. 


"WHERE I GO I LEAVE NO SIGN" 

This is an old Indian say- 
ing that should be adopted by 
all hikers. What a pleasure it 
is to walk over trails and find 
them as nature intended them to 
be. 

On the other hand, xMien we 
find gum wrappers , paper cups, 
cigarette stubs, beer cans, orange 
peel and many other sighs that 
tell us "trail hogs" have passed, 
how we wish the Indian saying had 
been put into practice. 

Unfortunately, the majority 
of people are so in the habit -of 
discarding "waste" in the sti’eet 
or out of car windows that they 
do it unconsciously in the woods. 

The habit is so widespread 
that each and every person in the 
woods must bo alert to be sure 
he or she is not an offender. This 
matter requires individual thought. 

It is just as easy to put gum xirrappers 
into a pocket as it is to throw them 
on the ground. It requires very 
little effort to gather the remains 
of a lunch and either burn it up at 
the camp fire, or bundle it up to 
be taken home and burned. Try to 
practice : "Where I go, I leave 

no sign." 
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COKING EVENTS 

b y 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sun., Nov, 27 - 9 00 a.M, 
Place - Blue Ridge Mountain 

It looks as if there would 
be snow underfoot for this one, 
and probably not all the mem- 
bers will tr^ the somewhat slip- 
pery climb. Those ’** no hike to 
the top will snack a little there, 
but have more lunch and hot cof- 
fee on their return to the Perkins' 
Camp, about 2 P.K., so bring along 
two lunches, little and not so 
little. Those who merely hike 
near the Camp will eat there 
about noon e 

This i3 wonderful hiking 
country with walks available to 
suit all tastes. 

Time - Sat., Dec. 10 - 1:00 F.M. 
Place - Gifford Woods by Appala- 
chian Trail to Long Trail 
Lodge. 

This was postponed from 
October 30th, when we caught up 
on our Long Trail series-hikes. 

It's a short jaunt so an after- 
noon should be enough, he will 
meet at Leldon as usual, after 
lunch and try this territory 
new to many of us. There will 
probably be a good bit of snow. 

CARD PARTY IDEA 

A new twist to the Card 
Party has been suggested. The 
idea is that we might have it 


some Wednesday evening in coop- 
eration with the Community Club. 
In this way they would be pro- 
viding a place and we in return 
would provide the refreshments 
and a door prize. The proceeds 
would be split 50-50. 

If it is decided to do this 
the date of the Card Party would 
be changed from early December 
to sometime after the first of 
the year, as the Community Club 
programs are filled until then. 

It seems as though this 
might be fun and advantageous to 
both groups . 

watch for a definite anAO'* 
nounaement on this in your Dec- 
ember SMOKE A BLAZES, In the 
meantime if you have any sug- 
gestions let us hear from you. 

BOARD MEETING TO BE HELD SOON 

A Killington Section board 
meeting will be held early in 
December to plan for our Annual 
Meeting. We have an idea or two 
but would welcome suggestions, 
especially as to what you would 
like for a program. 

At this meeting we would 
also like to make some progress 
on getting our Killington Sec- 
tion slide collection started. 

If you have slides you think 
might be good for this please get 
them to Jan Catozzi by December 
1st so that we may look them 
over at the Board Meeting and 
select some to have duplicated. 

We have money in our Budget for 
this but need your help in order 
to use it I 


MAD TOM TO ROUTE 11 




We finally made it! It look- 
ed like a fair chance of clearing 
when we assembled at ^eldon School 
on Sunday, October 30th for a sec- 
ond attempt at completing our 
series-hikes. So, optimistic, as 
always, we started. Before we 
reached Manchester it was raining 
and the mountain tops were shroud- 
ed in clouds - it might clear thoi 
It was still raining when we reach- 
ed the junction of The Long Trail 
and Route 11 where we would finish 
our hike. -h*. general public op- 
inion poll indicated that having 
come so far a second time we 
should net turn back. So, it was 
on to IK&dTom and lunch. 

Although an open shelter, Mad 
Tom furnished enough protection 
for a comfort a bio lunch hour. 

With our o: endable fire-man on 
the job. the fire soon won out 
over the rain even in a wet out- 
door fireplace. Hot coifee and 
a good lunch fortified us weil.vfor 
five miles in the rein to Route II. 

The air was crisp but not too 
cold and wir.h the woods protecting 
us from the wind it was not at all 
a bad trip. When we came out on 
the top of Bromley wc had a few 
minutes to enjoy some quite rug- 
ged weather. The wind and fog 
were really sweeping across 
there. 

At the new Bromley Lodge, a 
cozy closed shelter, part of the 
group lingered to allow time for 
the cars left at Mad Tom to be 
collected, while the drivers rush- 
ed on to Route 11 at once. 

In spite of our best efforts 
it was impossible to time it ex- 
actly so 'the last group had a few 
minutes to wait at the highway 
for their transportation home. 

This was probably the most un- 
comfortable part of the trip. 

All in "all we found this bit 
of Trail a pleasant and easy 
stretch. Of course vie were sorry 
to miss the views but the general 


preisc. 

feeling of the crowd was well ex* 
by one hiker who said, as he 
settled into the car for the 
drive home, “Well, I really en- 
joyed that, I don't know why]" 

RUMMAGE SALE RETS ,=121.39 


He are happy to report that 
our Rummage Sale was once again 
successful. The net proceeds 
exceeded even our most optimis- 
tic hopes. 

Of course this would not 
have been possible without the 
support of our membership, ae 
were very pleased with the re- 
sponse to our request in SMOKE 
a. BLAZES lor salable material. 

It was a big boost to our morale 
to get cooperation from such a 
large percent of the members for 
thi3 Sectional Iroject. To all 
of you we say, “Thank you." 

ile say an extra "thank ’ ou" 
also to Ruth Postman, Isabel 
Eakins, “T" Vsliquette, and 
Eleanor Walker, who helped on 
pricing, arranging, selling, 
and/or cleaning up. 

This project continues to 
be a dependable money raiser 
so get thao bex ready and start 
a collection for next year right 
away. We expect the bridge will 
be completed by then but there 
is always something which needs 
doing . 


STRaYED - OHE SPOOK d PORK 


Will those who attended the 
Beechwood Party please check 
their utensils for a spoon and 
fork which doesn : t belong there. 

If you find such get in 
touch with Mauce Canty, she is 
minus them. 

*’Q56 MEMBERSHIP LIST STARTED! 

Some dues for 1956 have 
been paid already, several new 
Junior members signed up at the 
Beechwood tarty. 


COVERED DISH SUFFER ET CETERA 
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On the contrary, that's about 
the only thing we didn't eat. 

This year the annual Beechwood 
party was held about a month 
earlier than usual on account of 
some of our members can't keep 
between the fences when there is 
snow on the ground. 

The weather was finei Cloudy 
in the morning, clearing off 
warm and sunny. An argument 
started as to whether it was 
Indian Summer or not. Just then 
the Late Freight pulled in, and 
he said no, that was in October 
when a six-foot Siou tried to 
hitch a ride. It seems he thought 
we said "Indian Thumbs r." Honest- 
ly, some people J 

About two- thirty the gang 
began to arrive by ones, twos , 
and sixes. They immediately 
divided into swo groups called 

a-jell, different things 

by different people. To avoid 
hard feelings let's call them 
The Walkers and The Talkers. 

The Talkers proceeded to 
talk and The Walkers proceeded to 
walk. One expedition got ws.y up 
onto the ilotch Road before the 
sun began to set. When they re- 
turned. The Talkers were talking. 

Professor Joe Hadeka rang 
the school bell and gave us a 
quiz program, catch-as-catch-can. 
The TaZ.kers, having talked them- 
selves out, conversed. 

In due time, somebody hollei’ec 
"Come and get it - We all lined 
up to select our suppers from the 
dishes on the bag table,. Those 
near the end of the line didn't 
seem to be making much progress 
and it was discovered that the 
head of the line had been trapped 
by the gravitational field of the > 
table and were rotating around 
it as satellites. 

After this interesting sit- 
uation had been adjusted, we got 
down to the serious business of 
trying to limit ourselves to a 
little of everything* There were 
plenty of main dishes and plenty 


of dessert at least for a xdiile. 

After supper the usual clean 
up crew got their usual work-out, 
(Something ought to be done about 
that „ ) 

Miss Ewald entertained with 
a showing of slides taken on her 
recent trip to South America. 

We will have to put it on the 
hike schedule sometime soon. 

Very nice J 

Emile Boselli and Jack Martin 
broke out some of their slides of 
past hikes. Why does everybody 
laugh ? Jack is now working with 
a new filter he claims makes his 
subjects look twenty years young- 
er. (Aw, go on. You're just 
say in' that l ) 

Another good party, with 
some old and some new faces, but 
not on the same people. 

Before we disbanded we asked 
the Late Freight why the Siou 
had to be six feet tall and he 
admitted that ne didn't know 
exactly how tall he was, but 
said that he must have been more 
than a little brave. 

Aren't we all ? 


WHAT ABOUT SUITNYSIDE? 

We haven't heard anything 
about Sunnyside of late and have 
been thinking it must be time to 
close her in for the winter. 

There are a few other little 
jobs up there that could be done 
at the same time. 

If someone gets ambitious 
and gets a little work party to- 
gether perhaps we could report 
in the next issue of SMOKE & BLAZES 
"mission completed." 


HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Thanksgiving is just around 
the corner so we take this oppor- 
tunity to wish all our members 
and friends a happy day. Enjoy 
your turkey, eat and be merry, and 
don’t count calories. 


DIRECTOR OP VERMONT FOREST 
SERVICE HOI'IORSD 

For the eigth consecutive 
year. The American Forestry 
Association bestowed Disting- 
uished Service Awards on five 
deserving Americans who have 
madq’out standing contributions 
toward the conservation of our 
natural renewable resources. 

We are happy uo quote from 
A MERIC Ail FORESTS magazine, Nov. 
issue, the following: 

"Perry He herrill, Montpelier. 
Vermont - Award in the field of 
Public Serva?vcs. As state 
forester for Vermont for the 
past 2$ years, Mr* Merrill has 
led in the development of the 
outstanding forestry and parks 
organization in that state, 

"Ho soate forester in history 
has given more generously of his 
own time, energy and money to. 
the broad phases of forestry in 
his state and the nation than 
Mr* Merrill* 

"In recognition of his 
services to Vermont^. Mi dale bury 
College presented him an honorary 
Doctor of Science degree. His 
citation read in part ‘With 
sure skills and fundamental 
knowledge gained bypat ient study 
and practical experience, you. 
are making a unique contribution 
to the welfare of our state,* " 

The Public Servants award 
was given to Mr, Merrill by the 
American Forestry Association 
at their annual meeting held 
this year at Jacksonville, Fla, 

A WILDERNESS CAMP 

The day of luxury camps 
for children as well as adults 
is passing out of popularity in 
favor of wilderness camps. Much 
can be said of the rewards of 
wilderness camping for it is 
one of the most valuable and 
satisfying of all outdoor exper- 
iences, To begin with, it is 


a way of life different from the 
mechanical way of life of the av- 
erage American, It is rugged, it 
is simple, and it is close to 
nature. The creature comforts are 
left at home and the wilderness 
camper never seems to miss them. 

In Mew York State on Lake 
Chateaugay, there is such a camp 
called Tanager Lodge, At this 
camp, Hr, Fay Welch, who is the 
director, says he will have none 
of the fancy extras which are so 
prized in many camps these days; 
such as movies, tennis exhi bitions 
of fancy horsemanship etc, Hor 
does he offer cabins to the campers 
with livingrooms , running water, 
or flush toilets. 

Even on chilly mornings, 
campers wash their faces kneeling 
on a rock in the lake , and use a 
latrine they themselves have dug. 

This camp is not too easy to 
reach, and the director considers 
this a point in its favor. Ho 
motor road passes wimhin many miles 
of Tanager Lodge. A small launch 
carries all passengers, supplies, 
and mail from the opposite shore, 
a good forty minutes away e 

At this camp boys and girls 
learn to become good woodsmen 
and to know the basic skills of 
camping , 

The program includes moun- 
tain climbing, nature lore, and 
canoeing as well an camping lore. 
Knowledge that was Common :ven to 
snail children in Davy Crocket's 
day, now has to be taught no all 
campers. For example, re /or pitch 
your tent under a dead free, or one 
riddled with woodpecker holes, 
which might b] ow over on you in the 
night . 

Mr, Welch and his wife make 
it their business to see that the 
boys and girls who come to their 
camp learn to take care of themselves 
in the woods, and do it with safety 
and enjoyment. They help city 
children to see the beauty of a 
sunset and the glory of the stars. 
Such rewards are not measured in ft. 
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COMING EVENTS 

b y 

Eetty Ball ; 

| 

Time - Sat., Dec. 31 - 10:30 A.M. 
Place - Tucker Lodge l 

j 

Here's an old favorite at a 
new time - on the verge of the New 
Year, however, it's a luncheon at 
Tucker, and a short hike both ways, 
so anyone can make the trip and get 
home in time for New Year’s Eve 
festivities. There may be enough 
snow for snox<r shoeing by then. 

Time - Sun., Jan. 15 - 10:30 A.M. 
Place - Clarendon Lodge 

This short hike is perfect 
for winter weather. No matter how 
the wind doth blow, we are shelter- 
ed by evergreens, and the climbing 
keeps us warm. There is plenty of 
hiking country beyond the lodge for 
the energetic, and a comfortable 
place to warm up and relax for the 
not-so-energetic . We can make a ; 
loop V^y going up by the wood road, 
and coming back by The Long Trail. 

i 

CARD PARTY - JAN. 11 

Wednesday evening, January 11, 
has been decided on for our GMC 
Card Party to be held in coopera- 
tion with the Community Club. This 
party is being planned not only in 
the hope of adding a bit to our 
treasury, but also that our members 
and friends may enjoy a pleasant, 
social evening together. 

This is going to be a real 
party with refreshments, a small 


prize. o£or the winner at each tabl-e, 
and a door prize J Playing will get 
underway by 6 P.M. Plan to play 
any game you wish - bridge, canasta, 
scrabble, baii, or what have you? 
Bring your own playing equipment - 
tables and chairs will be provided. 
The cost of all this will be 50p? per 
person (plus some sandwiches which we 
will solicit from some of you). 

To help in planning for refresh 
nents we need a fairly accurate es- 
timate of how many will be present. 
Accordingly, we want to contact each 
one of you to see how many tickets 
you will use. If each household wil? 
take its own tickets it will avoid 
duplication in count. You may com- 
bine any way you wish to make up 
tables for playing. Count in friend; 
you are bringing with you who are nc J 
members with your s . It will help 
greatly if you will call one of the 
committee and report how many ticket: 
you will use - we will get them to yc 
Or, you may get them from Eleanor 
Walker at the C.V. If woahaven 1 t hec 
from you by Jan. 6th, you'll hear fr 
usl We don-t want anyone to be skip- 
ped] 

The committee from GMC includes 
Louise Adams (3-8694) 
Cecile Campbell (3-8608) 
Jan Catozzi (3-3006) 

Jan Martin (3-8621) 

Navy- Perkins (3-7954-) 
Eleanor Walker (3-3251) 
Vera Perkins (3-2941) 

We would like to hear from others 
willing to help. 

Let's all get together on this 
show the Community Club we're a live 
organization; make a little money; 
and have a lot of lUn. 
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TENTATIVE ANNUAL MEETING PLANS 

A supper raeeting proved to 
be so successful In getting out 
an Annual Meeting crowd last 
year that we decided to try it 
again. This year we have arrang- 
ed with Helen Koltonski to have 
our supper and raeeting at River- 
side. Mss Koltonski will serve 
us a supper for 75j^ per person. 

Some of us were there for a 
Community Club supper this fall 
and can assure you it will be 
good. 

This meeting will be held 
early in February. There will 
be election of officers, of 
course, and an interesting pro- 
gram is being arranged. 

Look for the exact date and 
final details in your January 
SMOKE AND BLAZES. 


OUR HIKE TO BLUER IDGE 

On November 27th we went up 
to the Perkins Camp. First we 
met at Meldon School at 9 A.M., 
filled up the cars and started off. 

There were a few new hikers 
present and a couple of old ones 
who haven* t been on the recent 
hikes . 

When we got up to the Camp, 
we got all bundled up to start 
on our journey up the mountain. 

The people who went up the moun- 
tain were mostly children but 
a few adults did attempt the 
c limb . 

There was some snow on the 
ground along the way, and when 
we were on our last 300 yards 
we found about a half inch of 
snow. 

When we reached the top, 
we went exploring among the trees . 
One of the girls said, "I never 
knew trees grew like that I” We 
never did either 1 While we 
stayed at the top, some sat and 
enjoyed the scenery, some ate, 
and others explored. After a 


while we got cold, hungXry, and 
tired so we started back. We 
ran most of the way down and 
stopped at the Cascades for a 
drink of water and a rest. It 
didn*t take long to get ddwn off 
the mountain and back to Camp, 

The first thing we did on 
reaching Camp was eat. We had a 
few little troubles like a girl 
didn*t have a glass. Well, that 
was just a little trouble. Another 
girl burned her hotdogs. 

After we ate, we went into 
the living room and played cards, 
Betty Ball went up to the 
pond to listen for birds. I don’t 
think she heard any though because 
by this time all the young folks 
were out doors having a loud and 
good time. Good and jolly Mr. 
Perkins was showing us how to do 
acrobatics. Boy I What a snappy 
man J 

Well, around 5:15 P.M. we had 
to break up. We had a wonderful 
time and we are waiting for another 
occasion to do it again. 

Mary M. Wood 
Anne O’Rourke 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL HIKE 

Wo missed the youngsters on 
this one. Joe Hadeka was the 
only Junior member present, Betty 
Ball, Eleanor Walker, Vera, Mary, 
and Craigue Perkins made up the 
adult section of the party. Pokie, 
Betty’s dog, also came along and 
had a grand time. 

It was Saturday afternoon, 
December 10th, crowds of Christmas 
shoppers were pushing and shoving 
their way up to counters in city 
stores that were hot and stuffy. 
Confusion, frustration, and head- 
aches prevailed while our little 
group reveled in the beauty of 
snow covered woods. 

We left one car at Sherburne 
Pass and all drove over in § 
second car to Gifford Woods, On 
the trail, in these beautiful 
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hard woods, we started our climb. ° 
The trail was well marked and easy i 
to follow. There was no need to 
hurry as this was a short hike, 
only three miles, so wo walked 
along at a leisurely gait, chatting 
and puffing as we climbed. The 
going under foot was fair to good. 
With only about four inches of 
snow on the ground, we had to 
watch our step in some places 
whore rock crevices could prove 
disastrous. 

After walking for some time 
in the hard woods, we finally 
entered the evergreen area. Hore 
the branches were covered with 
snow and gave that fairy land 
affect. Of course this brought 
forth the question, "Are hard 
woods or soft woods more beauti- 
ful?" To this there was no an- 
swer for we all agreed it was a 
case of personal preference. On 
one point there was no hesitation: 
Oh, give us a mountain with trees 
that roach to the sky. A forest 
of spruce, of pine, or of hem- 
lock. Or a mountain of maple, 
or birch, or of beech. But give 
us a mountain with trees. 


SUIT NYS IDE 

On November 20th a work trip 
was made to Sunnyside Camp. It 
was found that some unknown 
friends had finished putting on 
the bunk boards. 

A grate has been installed 
in the stove. It wasn't the 
right one, but no matter. The 
stove pipe was firmly set up. 

After lunch, the big doors 
were fixed for winter so that 
only one can be opened. The 
spaces between the top plate and 
the roof boards between the 
rafters were filled in with 
cardboard to keep out the wind. 

The next job is to put up 
the rest of the wall board. 

Janet and Jack Martin and 
Craigue Perkins were the workers. 


SLIDES TO BE SHOWN 

On Thursday, Dec, 29th at 7:30 
P.M. the GMC slide collection 
will be shown at the Madison St. 
Recreation Building. 

It has oc cured to us that the 
parents of the young people who 
have been coming on hikes with 
us might like to know "what it's 
all about," We are sending out 
letters to several inviting them 
to be present. Of course, anyone 
else who wants to come will be 
very welcome. Probably the slides 
won't be shown in Rutland again 
this year so why not invite some 
of your friends to see them ? 

There is no admission charge of 
course* 

We hope to have somebody tell 
about the Club and how it oper- 
ates, and answer any questions that 
my come up. 

In arranging for the use of 
the hall, it was discovered that 
the Rutland Rccreatacn Department 
had never heard of the Green 
Mountain Club. That has been 
corrected, but there are too many 
others. Wo must have better 


publicity to gain now 

members to provide more 

manpower to maintain our 

trails and shelters in better 
condition which will result 


in better publicity etc. 

So let's see what we can do 
about getting some new people out 
to see the slides on Dec, 29th. 

HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 

Dan Jennings Jr. will be home 
for Christmas from California where 
he is on duty for Uncle Sam. 

Michael Jennings returns for 
the holidays from Illinois. 

William Allard Jr. and Marjorie 
Allard will be home from their 
studies in Burlington, Vt. 

Charles Sabourin and family 
have returned from Decatur, 111, 
to work and reside in Rutland 
permanently. Welcome back folks J 


inmiKAsim gohiitteeojppointed 
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The following committee has 
been appointed to bring in a slate 
of officers for 1956 ; C-eorge Coni on, 
chairman, Ray Catozzi, and Ruth 
Fostman. This committee will report 
at the annual meeting of Killington 
Section. 

.■•G.M.C-. TO BE - ADVERTISED IN 

NEW YORK 

Ray Catozzi has recently com- 
pleted a most attractive poster for 
the publicity committee of the main 
GMC . Beginning in the spring this 
poster will be on aisplay in the 
Vermont Development Commission's 
office in New York. 

This poster is worked out on a 
background i^ith a wood grain effect 
and is titled WALK IK THE WILDERNESS* 
An outline map of Vermont, filled In 
in green, has The Long Trail clearly 
dotted throughout its length. The 
immediate foreground shows a repli- 
ca of the characteristic Long Trail 
sign, used at all points where The 
Trail crosses a highway. A moun* ~ 
ta±n..skyline and evergreen trees in 
silhouette form a most effective 
background. The location of Rut- 
land as the headquarters office of 
GMC is shown. 

This poster will be a fine 
addition to the Development Com- 
mission’s New York display and 
should arouse interest in GMC and 
The Long Trail. 


LET'S TALK ABOUT CHRISTMAS 

Have you ever wondered, as you 
were trimming your Christmas tree c 
or writing your Christmas cards, 
where these customs began? We re- 
cently read an article which gave 
some interesting sidelights on the 
origin of some of these. 

The Christmas tree itself is 
believed to be a survival of the 
Tree Worship of early German tribes. 
St. Boniface urged his converts in 


8th Century German^ to take the pin, 
tree which he said, "pointed straight 
up to the Christ Child" , into their 
homes at Christmas time. Martin 
Luther was the first to put lighted 
candles on a little fir tree for his 
children. The Christmas Tree first 
appeared in this country during the 
Revolution when Hessian soldiers 
trimmed a tree. How more Christmas 
trees are used in the United States 
than in any other country. Since 
19 li-l the National Christmas Tree has 
been a giant spruce on the south 
lawn of the White House grounds. 

As for Christmas cards, this 
idea originated in England. It 
developed from the custom of school 
children writing "Christmas Pieces" 
to show their originality and pen- 
manship. In I8I4.6 one Henry Cole 
sent the first Christmas greeting 
to friends on calling cards, hand- 
painted with a spray of holly or 
mistletoe. The next year as an ex- 
periment a publisher printed 1000 
cards and sold them all. The year 
1952 marked the 100th anniversary 
of the Christmas card in this 
country. Although Christmas cards 
have now become "big business 1 ', 
many people make their own and they 
still fulfill their original pur- 
pose of carrying a friendly greet- 
ing to frienas. 

These are but two of the many 
familiar Christmas customs. Whatever 
ever their origins these customs It 
have become a part of our tradition- 
al Christmas celebration and as 
such contribute toward making ■ 

Christmas the most special season 
of the ^ear. A time when, to quote 
from a children's play, "Everyone 
feels good from the inside out." 




A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to all 
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COKING EVENTS 

by 

Betty Ball 

Time - Sat., Jan, 28 - 10 a.M. 

Place - Sunny3icic Camp 

Come and see the completed 
Sunnyside. Plenty of uphill 
exercise guarenteed and probab» * 

ly a chance of 3nowshoeing. 

Till 3 is a snug shelter now, with 
a good chance to warm up if the 
weather is frosty, and it's a 
comparatively short hiko, so 
good for winter. If its a nice 
day, clearing up of brush etc., * 
around the outside will bo in f 

order. 

I 

ANNUAL MEETING OF ! 

KILLINGTON SECTION - FEB. 9 

Plans are pretty well com- 
pleted for our Annual i eeting, 
Thursday evening, February 9th. 

As we announced earlier, we 
will try a supper meeting again 
this year. This time there will 
be no work for members involved, 
as wc have arranged with I.iss 
Helen Koltonski to put on our 
supper for us at Riverside, 

Supper will be served at 6:30 P .II. • 
and the price will bo 75/ per 
person, we must have reserva- 
tions for the supper as Kiss 
Koltonski has to know the number 
to prepare for. Accordingly, a j 
return postcard will be mailed 
to each household about jFeb. 1st. 
When you receive this PLEASE fill j 
in the number of reservations 
and return by the date requested. | 
If vou clan to come to suooer. 


make a reservation. If something 
comes up unexpectedly to prevent i 
your coming, coll Eleanor Walker 
(3-3251) ana cancel. 

After supper we will have our 
usual business meeting with brief 
reports from the various commit- 
tees, election of officers, and a 
discussion of plans for the com- 
ing year. 

For our entertainment pro- 
gram we hope to have hr. Lucius 
Carey, one of our Adirondack Club 
friends from Glend B'alls, show us 
some colored slides from his 
collection. 

Sometime along during the eve- 
ning we plan to slip in a little 
quiz to test your knowledge of 
Gl'iC, The Long Trail ana the Green 
hts. This will all De in fun , 
(you'll score your own papers), 
but just to add a little incentive 
we'll award a small prize to the 
high scorer. 

Some of us don’t hike, some 
of us con't play cards, but we all 
eat, so let's have a record atten- 
dance at suoper and the meeting 
following. Seriously though, if 
it isn't convenient to come to 
supper, come to the meeting any- 
way-* this twill probably get under- 
way about 7i30. ’We would be glad 
to have anyone interested, or 
anyone who might become interested, 
in GKC attend the supper and/or 
the meeting. Jo why not hunt up 
a few such and bring them along 
with you? 

This supper and meeting will 
be a pleasnat, social evening, and 
it's a chance to get better ac- 
quainted with each other and with 
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TUCKER LODGE ! 

by- 

Jo© Hadeka 

I 

i 

On Docember 31 3 't we loft 
Mel don School with a party of 
six to snowshoc in to Tucker 
Lodge. We soon discovered, how- 
ever, that snowshoc s were out of 
the question. Leaving our cats 
at the Pico Ski Area parking lot, 
we started off. The weather was 
quite cold, but the sun was ex- 
ceptionally warn when it wa3 out. 
Trusty Craigue broke out the 
trail for the rest of the party 
and we all gathered wood along 
the way for our future fire. 

Soon vie arrived and found 
the shelter in fair condition ex- 
cept for the remains of a 
Christmas party which had appar- 
ently been held. Alittlc hustl- 
ing around soon had the Lodge 
spic and span and a comfortable 
fire started. As soon as tho 
snow in tho coffee pot showed 
signs of becoming coffee water, i 
we began preparing lunch; keep- 
ing a lookout meanwhile for a 
party expected to arrive from 
Wilmington Del. This party never 
did show up. 

A log had been laid across 
in front of the stove, resting on 
the edge of the bunk and a stone 
in the foundation wall. This was 
so we could take turns sitting 
and warming our foot in the oven, 

A later incident proved this 
log to be quite rotten. J «- 

Af tor lunch, we sat and talk- . 
ed until about 2:30 when we decide! 
od to hit the trail for home. 

Soon we reached the cars and de- 
parted with thoughts of the 
lovely day wo had spent, 

*::-(This incident to which Joe 
refers was a neat back flip un- 
expectedly executed by two mem- 
bers when tho log collapsed as 
they were sitting with their 
feet on the oven door shelf, on- ' 
joying their luncheon dessert. Ed.) 

i 

I 
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CARD PARTY NETS GMC $30,00 

The card party held at the 
Community House Wednesday evening, 
January 11th, was as reported in 
the last issue, held in cooper- 
ation with the Rutland Community 
Club. This arrangement proved 
very satisfactory to both groups, 
and netted the Killington Section 
GMC $30.00. 

We wish to thank the committee 
who worked on this project, also 
all who made sandwiches, all who 
contributed though they could not 
attend, and those who did come and 
added to the enjoyable evening by 
their presence. 

We also thank Betty Ball 
for furnishing the door prize 
which was won by Mrs, Mabel 
Ackley. 


PERSONALS 

Mr, and Mrs Lei and Dudley 
of Belmont, Vermont Killington 
Section members, are spending 
the winter in Tucson, Arizona. 

Joseph Valiquette has re- 
turned to Norfolk, Va. after spend- 
ing some ti,c with his parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Valiquette. 

Vera Perkins has left for 
California where she will spend 
a few weeks visiting relatives. 


HEW GUIDE BOOK 

The new 195& Guido Book 
will be out February 15>th. 

This edition has been com- 
pletely re-written. There have 
been fourteen editions of .'is 
book. Very often they could be 
revised by making a few corrections. 
This fifteenth edition had been 
brought up to date by Eugene 
Bamforth, Vice President of the 
Green Mountain Club. Plan to get 
this Guide Book at our GMC office. 
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ON A CLOUDY SUNDAY 

The clouds weren't anything 
new, they had been with us for 
more than a week. So had the 
slippery roads and trails, but 
thero are some GMCers who like 
to get out in the woods regard- 
less of the weather. 

On this particular Sunday, 
January 15th, we were agreeably 
surprised to find nine hikers 
and Pokic, who has agreed to bo 
our mascot, ready to take a 
chance on a pleasant day to spend 
at Clarendon Lodge. 

The usual pattern of pro- 
cedure was in ordorj the men 
going ahead at a little faster 
pace than the women who walked 
along leisurely in two3, chatting 
and catching up on news. 

By the time the women folks 
reached the Lodge, smoke was 
coming out of the chimney, the 
wood chopper could bo heard some- 
where in back of the Lodge, and 
wo decided we had better get 
busy and get some water on the 
stovo for coffee. 

Wc were hungry so it seemed 
a long time before coffee water 
boiled, actually the old stove 
did all right. After lunch, one 
group walked up the road a ways 
in order to be out in the good 
fresh air. Inside there was 
smoke from the stovo, cigar, pipe 
and cigarette; not simultaneously, 
but off and on. This wasn't ob- 
jectionable but of course we had 
to make something of it. So wo 
said, "The air outside is so 
good, lot is go for a walk." 

We have a man in our Sec- 
tion who is known to be able to 
do the seemingly impossible. 

Good old reliable Harold said, 

"let's go out and move that ob- 
jectionable building out yonder*" 
Craigue replied, "Good idea but 
we couldn't budge it. It’s 
stuck down tighter than a drum," 

You are right l They did 
itl So now if you arc looking 
for the little building that 


, use to be there, it isn't there 
any more. You will find it 
some 200 feet south, hidden be- 
hind some low pine trees. After 
about an hour's work of pushing, 
pulling, and sliding, the men 
came in and reported "Mission 
completed, " 


KELLIilGTON SECTION SLIDES 

Sometime ago wc ; sorted 
that the Photography Co^uttee 
was working on a slide collection. 
Janice Catozzi, chairman, is 
looking for slides to add to this 
collection so that eventually wo 
may have enough to make a good 
showing of Killington Section 
activities. Long Trail scenes, 
or outstanding mountain vie-x^s. 

She is also looking for moro 
black and whites to add to the 
Killington Section scrap book. 

Anyone sending in picturos, 
slides, or negatives will be 
reimbursed for then. 

READING ABOUT OUTDOORS 

THE FRIENDLY FORESTS by 
Alma Moore with illustrations 
The Viking Press. 96 pages &2.50 

This is a children's book 
giving general information about 
forests as a natural resource. 

It covers soil, water, the growth 
of trees, protecting forests, 
values and products of forests, 
and how we can help nature. 

OUTDOOR HAZARDS - Real and 
Fancied by Mary V. Hood 
Macmillan Co. 2i;2 pp. 4>3»95 

A valuable book for those 
without much outdoor experience 
and who are thinking about out- 
door living and travel. It will 
dispel unjustified fears and yet 
point up the nood for caution 
where dangers do exist. 


CLARENDON LODGE ENJOYED 


I*. 

i 

j 

Winter hikers are enjoying 
the comforts of Clarendon Lodge 
these days. Over the new Year’s 
weekend a party of boys and 
leaders from Wilmington, Del. made 
it their headquarters, while the 
more experienced hikers in their 
group went on for a try / at v. 

Ccmol’3 Hump in winter. (This was 
the group mentioned elsewhere as 
expected at Tucker.) 

Last weekend "The Conlons" 
went in for an overnight and 
shared it with two parties and , 

leaders from Schnectady. , 

It ’ s something to think over 
that groups come so far for a 
weekend of trail hiking. 

CHANGING FASHIONS 

It seems there are fashions 
in Outings as in other things. 
Looking through some copies of 
the OUTING L AG AZ IKE of the mid- 
1800s recently we were interest- 
ed in the difference in the type- 
of Outings popular at that ti©o. 

Walks, as such, were just 
coming in. The Applachian Club 
even then was having excursions. 

The advent of Roller Skating 
was being discussed and much 
space was devoted to arguments on 
the relative merits of Roller 
Skating vs Ice Skating. Lany of 
the "old timers" apparently re- 
garded thi3 new sport as a very 
unhealthy substitue for Ice 
Skating. 

Cricket and Tennis were pop- 
ular, as was all kinds of boating. 
Boating for girls was a new idea 
and there was a detailed article 
on the technique of rowing for 
young women. 

The big Outing interest was, 
of course, bicycling in all its 
forms. There were reports from 
Bicycle Clubs everywhere of all 
kinds of long and short excursion*. 
One article reported the achieve- 
ment of a pair, members of a 


"sociables club", who went 53 miles, 
from Boston to ^ewburyport , be- 
tween daylight and 3 P.h. one day. 
There were long continued articles 
on AROUND THE WORLD ON A BICYCLE, 
and ACROSS THE U.3. OK A BICYCLE. 

The "New lork Ladies Tricycle 
Club" had just been formed with 
10 members. Their costume was 
"a dark blue flannel skirt with 
jersey and cap of the same color" 
Their badge "a double star of gold 
on dark blue enamel, marked L.T.C. 
1381]:" . 

Don't think it was all fun 
and frolic for the bicycle enthu- 
siasts though. Just note a few of 
their problems. 

The North Carolina legislature 
discriminated against wheelmen by 
alloiifing the Turnpike Company to 
dictate the typoeof vehicle which 
could be used on the roads. Ap- 
parently the Indiana Legislature 
was more cooperative, as they ad- 
journed without considering the 
anti-bicycle bill! 

The railroads leading out of 
Boston made a charge of 50^ to 
carry a bicycle for 25 mile3 and 
refused to take tricycles. 

Even the cogs must have shown 
resentment to the on-rush of the 
bicycle, for, at a convention of 
The League Of American wheelmen, 
a device was introduced to protect 
riders against aogs possessed with 
cvclomania. This consisted of a 
small eye and car syringe, holding 
about 2 ounces, throwing a fine 
stream, and filled with ammonia. 

In spite of the distrust 
with which these wheelmen seem 
to have been regarded in many 
quarters, they appear to have 
tried to keep their conduct above 
reproach. A regulation printed 
in the program of the lj.th annual 
races of the Cleveland bicycle 
Club states; "no contestant will 
be allowed on the track with bare 
arms and legs". 

So, times change, and with them 
fashions in Outings as well as 
clothing, but hiking still continues. 


I 



PRESIDENT '3 MESSAGE 

As we take pause in these 
cozy winter days before the on- 
set of Spring and its several 
activities let us consider what 
we can do in the ensuing hiking 
year to increase participation 
and membership in Killing ton 
Section of GMC. 

As the heading of our 
Outing Schedule says, our hikes 
are planned for ALL, who are 
interested in Outdoor activity, 
whether members or not. In that 
vein we should make an effort to 
''bring a friend" when we gather 
for hikes and other outings. In 
many person^-* minds Hiking is a 
word to be avoided. Our activi- 
ties are not strenuous on the 
whole . 

Person to person contact is 
the best means for giving our 
prospects a chance to hear about 
us and to see us in action. In 
conclusion, let us make an effort 
to TALK GMC and, to SHOW GKC to 
OUT friends and neighbors. 

Jack Martin* 

COMING EVENTS 

WINTER WEEKEND 

Time - Feb. 25th - 26th 
Place - Perkins’ Camp 

Calling all hale and hearty 
campers and lovers of comfort* 
Make plans now to be at the 
Craigue Perkins' Camp in Kendon 
for the annual winter weekend. 
This is a grand opportunity to 
get as much or as little winter 


exercise and sun (we hope, our 
order is in), as you desire. 

Make your reservations now 
with Mary Perkins, Tel. 3 - 795 ^- 
All reservations must be made by 
Thursday noon, Feb 5 23rd as food 
must be purchased. Be sure and 
tell her how many you are making 
reservations for and for which 
meals you plan on being there. 

The cost of the meals will be 
equally divided among those at- 
tending and we promise to make 
them hearty but economical. (The 
total cost will not be over ,)2 
at the most). Plan to come and 
bring a friend. Remember that 
you will have to arrange for your 
ovm transportation* 

Craigue and Mary will go 
up Friday afternoon to open and 
warm up camp. Anyone who wishes 
to come for Friday night may do 
so but be sure to bring your own 
food for Friday night and Saturday 
breakfast . 

Community meals ’will be 
planned for all who make reserva- 
tions for all or part of the meals 
from Saturday noon to Sunday night. 
A schedule will be arranged for 
the preparation of meals and 
clean-up afterward so that the 
work can be fairly divided among 
those attending and make as X '• 
little work for everyone as pos- 
sible. 

Those planning to stay over- 
night should bring their own 

sleeping bag or blankets 

remember you will have to carry 
them in from the main highway so 
roll or pack them so that they 
can be easily carried. 

See you there l 


KILLINGTON SECTION'S ! TO HELP WITH 3£:B 


ANNUAL MEETING 

A very successful annual 
meeting was held at Riverside on 
Thursday, February 9th. After 
an excellent supper, the business 
meeting was held, with reports 
from various committee chairmen. 

Craigue Perkins, chairman of ! 
Trails committee, said that more 
time needed to be spent on trail i 
clearing, and advocated hay and 
June hikes that would cover all 
of our section of the Trail. 

Mary Perkins spoke on SMOKE 
& BLAZES, and raised the question 
of whether or not it was worth 
while. She was assured by those 
present that the?/- thought it very 
good and worth continuing. 

Janice Oatozzi, chairman of 
Photography committee, said that 
more pictures of human interest 
were needed, especially of the 
Killington Section of the Trail. 

Betty Ball gave a summary of 
outings • 

Emile Boselli reported on 
the progress of the bridge at 
Clarendon Gorge. 

Mr. Lucius Carey from Glens 
Palls, showed very good slides 
of the Kathadin region, with its 
rocky topped mountains, steep 
trails and lakes. Especially 
outstanding were the slides of 
the Alpen glow,aaad the moose. 

The business meeting was re- 
sumed after a brief quiz on the 
Long Trail. 

Jack Martin gave a favorable 
report from the Shelters committees 

George Conlon reported for 
the nominating committee and pre- 
sented the follo\:ing slate of 
officers: Jack Martin, President; 

Helen Bailey, Vice President; 
Eleanor walker, Sec . -Treasurer . 
These officers were unanimously 
elected. 

plans were made for a hike 
to Buffum Shelter on the 12th. 

The date for the Winter Weekend 
was set for Feb. 25 - 26. 


Offers of help on the pro- 
duction line of SMOKE cc BLaZES 
have been received from Emile 
boselli and Cecile Campbell. 

Betty Ball and Janeh Martin 
have volunteered help with write- 
ups. This help will be greatly 
appreciated. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
February 1, 1956 


RECE IPTS 

Cash on hand 2/1/55 5635*3 2 
Rec'd from dues 157.00 
Int. on money in bank 12.i|l 
From sale of stove 1.00 
Cr« 3al. - 'Winter weekend 5*99 
Contributions 1^.00 
Cr. Bal. - Sugar Party 9,50 
Rec'd - Rummage Sale 121.39 
Rec'd - Card Party 33 s50 


Total Receipts ^930 dl 


DISBURSEMENTS 

— Supplies for Sunnyside v 70,12 


Publicity Folders 35*00 
Stamps 2.01 
.lubber Stamp 2,10 
Supplies L Labor for 

Mill River Bridge 213,50 
Printing Outing Sched. 12. 50 
Glass & glazing comp. 3*57 
Stove for Killington 

Lodge 30.50 
Outing exp. (coffee, cream 

and sugar) 5*79 
Insurance 9.83 
Cost of Smoke d Blazes 5U*62 
Dues to Main Club 36 .55 


Total Disbursements $U.76,09 

Balance of Cash on hand 

February 1, 1956 y504«02 

60 Senior Members 
5l Junior Members 
119 

2 Service Members 
1 Life Member 


EXTRA 1 HIKE TO GIRL SCOUT CAMP « SAT., MAR. 10 


Lv. MELD0N AT 10-.30A.M 
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REPORT OP OUTING COMMITTEE 

1955-1956 

Twenty-seven outings were 
planned this year; nintocn were 
day hikes, three were weekends, 
three were social occasions, and 
two were rained out. 

Several of the hikes were 
combined with work parties, 
especially in the spring, when 
trail clearing or work at shelters 
or bridge building was done in 
connection with hikes to Buffura, 
Clarendon, Sunnyside, and Gover- 
nor Clement* A fall outing to 
Mondon was for the purpose of 
getting overgroens for the GMC 
booth at the Rutland Pair, 

An innovation this year was 
the joint hike with Glens 
Palls hilling club, when we went 
up Buck Mt. overlooking Lake 
George. This was very success- 
ful. The Glens Palls members 
have joined us on some of our 
hikes and meetings, too, and arc 
always welcome, 

A choice of hikes, cither 
to Killington or Sunnyside was 
offered to visiting GMC members 
after the annual meeting, and 
again our members had a chance 
to meet new hiking companions, 
and renew old friendships. 

Pleasant day jaunts were 
taken to Grcenwall, Little Rock 
Pond, Blue Ridge Mt., Tucker, 
and from Gifford Wood 3 to Long 
Trail Lodge, 

Throe social occasions 
proved pleasant; the covered dish 
supper at Beechwood, the maple 
sugar party, and the swimming 
and sunning day at CV Camp in 
Chittenden, 

More mileage on the Long 
Trail was covered by thc_ camp- 
ing weekend over the Fourth, 
when hikers did the Trail from 
Smugglers Notch to Bolton, and 
in the usual fall series, when 
the Trail was covered from 
Mad Tom Shelter to Grout Job. 

Two other weekend events 
completed the year’s schedule; 


the annual February Veckcnd at 
Jerkins ’ camp in Hendon* and 
the Intcrsecticnal camp-out at 
Danby in August, 

Kikes have ranged from 
simple strolls %o 12|r mile jaunts, 
| but all have been pleasant and 
| worth while. More joint trips 
j would be fun, 

Betty Ball, Chairman, .. 

HIKE TO SUNNYSIDE 

j 

On Saturday, January 28th, 
i the sun came out after about a 
j week of clouds and freezing 
rain. Thirteen people, on dog, 
and one flea, made the trip into 
Sunnyside. The cars were loft 
near the main road and it was a 
good thing they were, or they 
would 3till be in a ditch some- 
j where as the road hadn’t boon 
| sanded. However, the ice made 
easy going for the sled and 
1 tobagon. 

The trees were covered 
| with about a half inch of ico 
i and sparklod in the sun. Several 
] pictures were taken. 

The camp was found neat and 
j clean with kindling to start the 
: fire. Lunch was oaten in the 

4 warn sunshine in front of the 
, camp, Sunnyside certainly is 
an appropriate name. 

On the way down, the more 
daring, took short fast rides 
on the sled and tobagon c Pour 
new hikers made the trip. Come 
again boys and girl3. 


WHAT ABOUT JUNIORS? 

I 

1 

Has anyone thought of a plan 
to make Junior membership more 
interesting? It might be a good 
j idea to do something along this 
\ line , 

Juniors speak up. Would 
you like any special events? If 
so, let your wishes be known. 

Send in your ideas to SMOKE & 
Blazes, 129 Bello vue Ave c , 
Rutland, Vermont . 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 1956 

Barbara Allard 
Judy Allard 
Marjory Allard 
William Allard Jr, 

Louise Adams 
Anna Berg 
Emile Bo so Hi 
Cccilc Campbell 
Lucius Caroy 
Diana C onion 
George Conlon 
Jerry Cout3 
Fred Field 
Ruth Fostman 
Joseph Hadeka 
Daniel Jennings Jr, 

Jack Martin 
Janet Martin 
Carol Martin 
Pearl Nichols 
Anne 0*Rourko 
Robert Paul 
Cigrid patch 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Patty Perry 
Phyllis Perry 
Marjory Roche 
Charles Sabourin 
Mary Pat Sabourin 
Lula Tyo 

Harold Valiquettc 
Joseph Valiquctte 
Thelma Valiquctte 
Eleanor Walker 

Dues may be sent to Treas,, 
Eleanor Walker, 87 Baxter street, 
Rutland, Vermont, 

Additions to the above list 
will bo published in the next 
issue of S&B # 

Chock the above list, and 
if your name does not appear 
there, please send in your duos 
promptly. 

An increase in membership 
would, perhaps, put new lifo 
into our Section. Why not try 
to interest a friend in the GMC ? 

Our folder "YOU*D BE 
INTERESTED in the KILL IHGT Oil 
SECTION” may bo had for the askin 


BTJFFUH SHELTER - FEB. 12th 

Nine and a half brave souls 
dared challenge the weather for- 
cast ers, who Saturday night report- 
ed three "lows 11 and estimated Ij. 
to 7 inches of snow for Sunday, 

The hikers took the road to 
Wallingford and Buffum Shelter 
amid falling snow. However, there 
is no fool like a hiking fool, but 
thi3 time wo ended up looking less 
foolish than the weather Bureau. 

The sun oven came out briefly to 
sneer with us. The wood3 were 
beautiful for snowshoeing and we 
all, including "Pokey", had a 
wondorful time. 

Wo found only half the stove- 
pipe In evidence so cooked out- 
side, after wo uncovered a grate 
below a foot of snow. The water 
in the brook tried to hide from 
us without succeeding. Wo even 
had a friendly chickadee in for 
lunch. 

The missing stove pipo and 
roof board section will call for 
some attention after tho snows 
have melted. 


BOOK REVIEW 

WILD AMERICA, by Roger Peterson 
and Janes Fisher. 

Any lover of the out-of-doors, 
or armchair traveler will thrill 
to this book that tells of a 
30,000 mile trip to wilderness 
spots of America, from gannet 
rookery in Newfoundland, down the 
Smoky Mountains, to Florida swamps, 
Arizona deserts, and western 
mountains and seacoast, ending in 
Alaska* s teeming tundra. 

Two famous ornithologists, 
one American, one British, de- 
scribe their experiences, and 
the whole is beautifully Illustra- 
ted by Peterson, 

This book is apt to create 
a wander lust. 

Betty Ball 
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COMING EVENTS 
Sugar Party 

Time - Sunday, March 25th 
Place - Mendon Grange Hall 

This annual event always 
brings out a good crowd of both 
old and young members to enjoy 
the delights of sugar on snow, 
pickles, doughnuts and coffee. 

There will be square danc- 
ing after the eats. Ray Catozzi 
will take charge of this part of 
the program. 

The price of this party 
will be determined by the ex- 
penses involved* This has in 
the past been $.75 and we think 
it will be approximately the 
same this year. 

Reservations should be made 
no later than Friday night. Mar. 
23rd, by calling Janet Martin, 
Prospect 3-8621. 

Hike 

Time - Saturday, April 7th 
Place — Tucker Lodge 

This is an easy one. We 
plan to leave Meldon school at 
10:30. Bring your lunch and 
plan to b e senred some very good 
GMC coffee. 

By the time this hike takes 
place, who knows, it may be the 
weather will be spring like and 
very inviting. 


SCHEDULES INCLUDED 

Please notice that your 
new spring and early summer 
schedules are enclosed. Lo6k 
them over 0 Keep them handy 9 
Plan to take part in some of the 
activities of your Club. 

BOARD MEETING HELD 

The first meeting of the 
officers and committee chairman 
for 1956 was held at the home of ' 
President John Martin, Feb. 13th. 

The following committee 
chairmen were introduced: 

Outings: Churchill Scott and 
Joe Hadeka 

Trails: Craigue Perkins 
Shelters: Ray Catozzi 
Smoke & Blazes: Vera and Mary 

Perkins with new assist- 
ants for make-up , printing 
& mailing , Emile Boselli 
and Cele Campbell. 
WMte-upa t Betty Ball and 
Janet Mart in. 

Publicity: Ray Catozzi 
Photography: Janice Catozzi 

Suggestions for the outing 
schedule were made by several 
members. 

Plans for the clearing of 
the entire Killington Section 
were discussed. It is hoped 
that this will be completed by 
July 1st o 

The budget for the year 
was adopted* 


v::.;ish weekend 

A gala winter weekend was 
held at Craigue Perkins* Camp 
in Hendon on Feb. 2£th-26th, 
with record arowds, at least for 
recent years, plenty of good 
food, lots of good companion- 
ship, and beautiful hiking coun- 
try,, The weather cooperated 
some of the timE. 

It all started on Friday 
night when ten junior members 
arrived after supper to spend 
the night, a lively one by all 
accounts . 

The Saturday contingent ar- 
rived shortly before noon, with 
sleeping bags and packs arriving 
by sled, toboggan, and towed sau- 
cer. It was raining a bit, but 
soon poured. That didn't dis- 
hearten the young members, though, 
for after lunch, many of them 
;^ent hiking, getting their cloth- 
es drenched, but returning i^rith 
spirits undampened. 

After two servings of lunch, 
games \\ r ere the order of the af- 
ternoon, with Bali the favorite 
of the older members. 

By mid afternoon the sun peek** 
ed out, and a snowman named 
Julius C&esar was erected out 
front. Several snowshoed up to 
Craigue *s service building and ad- 
mired the neat, trim structure. 

Two servings of supper, and 
then ten went back to Rutland, 
escorted down to the cars by a 
merry young crowd. Games and 
blowing up of air mattresses took 
up thE evening, with one couple 
making 0 in one hand of Canas- 
ta, for an eventful game, while 
I.argy Mallard made a big score in 
Bali. Fourteen stayed over night. 

It was getting windy, cold, 
and crusty now, and by morning, 
snowshoes were unnecessary as far 
as the service building, as Betty 
and Pocie found out on their be- 
fore-breakfast bird walk. 

On Sunday morning, some went 
to church, some helped with 
dinner, and some went hiking. 


The snow was perfect for snow- 
shoeing, off the beaten track. 

By dinner time, several 
more had arrived, and four dogs 
were getting asquainted. Pocie, 
the pup, wanted to play with 
all, but the others did not want 
to play, so there were some 
slight doggy misunderstandings, 
but nothing serious. 

Two servings of dinner were 
finally completed, and most 
people went again, or for the 
first tine, to the service build- 
ing and on up the road for hobble- 
bush. 

Four of the young people,'..- 
Barbie Allard, Esther r Dunn, < Joe 
hadeka, and Bob" Paul, spent.. tfee 
day climbing Blue Ridge, and made 
the top, getting back &bout three - 
thirty. That was quite a feat for 
windy, winter climbing. Though 
the wind xhistled in the tops of 
the trees all day, it was supris- 
ingly coiiifor table in the thick 
evergreens • 

Everyone had a good time, 
and thanks go to Janet Martin 
for planning the meals, to all 
who did their part in the cooking 
and clean-up, and especially to 
Craigue and Mary who were such 
fine hosts, and did so much to 
make us all comfortable and happy. 

AN INVITATION 

The Rutland County Nature 
Club will open its April meet- 
ing to interested members of the 
Killington Section GKC . 

Mr. Edvard Hyde of Spring- 
field, Lass., vill show slides 
of southern birds, and a picture 
of Pioneer days taken at Stur- 
bridge Village. 

The meeting will be held on 
Saturday, April 7, at 3 P.M. in 
Fair Haven - probably at the 
Elementary School, watch the 
Herald for a possible change as 
to place of meeting 

This should be an interesting 
meeting. We hope some GMC member.' 
will be able to attend. 


Additions to 1956 Membership 

KILLINGTQH SECTION <HC 

Betty Ball 
Bennett Bell 
Kiri am Bell 
Lucy Bishop 
Margaret Boanl ander 
James Hayward 
Mary Jennings 
Michael Jennings 
Anne Perkins 
David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Leone Smith 
Mrs. Leone Smith 
Maude Canty 

NEW MEMBER PROM CALIFORNIA 

We are happy to welcome the 
new little daughter of Bob and 
Thelma Perkins into the Killing ton 
Section of the Green Mountain Club. 
Polly Perkins was born Feb, 23rd, 
and was soon after, a member of 
the GMC. 


TRIP TO GIRL SCOUT CAMP 

After more than a week of 
cloudy weather, the sun came 
out Saturday, March 10th, and 
twenty hikers made a trip in to 
the Girl Scout Camp in Aikin 
Forest, 

It was one of those days 
when the best place to be is 
outdoors. The sky with its 
deep blue coloring and scattered 
clouds, made a feast for the 
eyes, and the fresh, cool air was 
breathed in deeply with much 
appreciation. 

As we trudged up the road* 
many on snowshoes, we were a 
happy, contented group. Mrs. 
Bell guiding and directing her 
six girl scouts; Mr. Bell sur- 
prising everyone with his new 
pocket radio; President Martin 
carrying Carol on a unions 


backpack; and Outing Chairman, 
Scott, pulling hie young son Bobby 
oa 4 *ied, all made an interesting 

picture of hikers out for the day. 
Of course there also were the good 
Klllington Section reliables, 

Betty Ball, Joe Hadeka, now co- 
phairman of outings and custodian 
pf the coffee pot, the Perkins 
trio plus Janot Martin. We were 
happy to welcome two new hikers 
to our group. Two freshman girls 
from RHS came along to swell the 
ranks and added considerably to 
tho good fellowship of the party. 

On reaching the camp, Joe 
and one of the young ladies went 
looking for water, Craigue and 
Bennott cut and gathered wood, 
Janet got the fire going, and the 
rest of tho group enjoyed them- 
selvos in various ways. 

Before long. It was time 
to oat, and as usual , when food 
goes into mouths, quiet descends 
upon a group. So it was with us. 

After lunch, though tho 
fire in the stove was burning 
brightly, and it was quite com- 
fortable inside, we decided that 
we didn»t want to waste the sun- 
shine and the beautiful atmos- 
phere of outdoors. Benches wero 
carried out and lined up along 
the side wall of the cabin. Here 
we sat and enjoyed the warmth 
of the sun, tho beauty of our 
surroundings and tho antics of 
the youngsters. 

There were snowshoe races, 
a game of fox and geese, and 
camera fans were kept busy getting 
pictures. 

We sat so long the sun went 
down enough to make us feel that 
it was time to move. Reluctantly 
wo brought tho benches back into 
the cabin and prepared to start 
for home. 

The view from the Notch Road 
is superb with Rutland valley and 
the TacLonics to the west. This 
was ours to enjoy on the way 
down the road. We were sorry for 
all who could not come to enjoy it 
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Hike 

Time - Sat, Apr, 28, 9 AM 

Me et - At Meldon School 

* * 

On Saturday, April 28th, the 
Killington Section of the GMC will 
have a hike o&er the Long Trail 
from the Wallingford Gulf Road to 
East Clarendon Crossing, The 
group will hike north over the 
Trail, 

For those who do not want so 
much exercise, plans are made to 
eat at Sunnyside so that those 
who w ish to do so may drive to 
Spring Lake Ranch and hike to 
Sunnyside from the Ranch, 

The object of this hike is 
to clear the Trail and check on 
the condition of the shelters. 

Hike to Greenwall : 

Time - Sun, May 6th, 9 AM 
Meet - At Meldon School 

On Sunday, May 6th, the 
Section’s hike will be to Green- 
wall Shelter south of the V/alling- 
ford Gulf road. This should be 
an easy hike for everyone, and 
the coming of spring should make 

► l . . t . ole, 

* 

. ’ ~ Chairman, 


April 1956 

NE 17 GUIDE BOOKS AVAILABLE 

The GMC Guide Book has been 
completely revised and brought up 
to date. Copies of the new edi- 
tion are now available. If you 
purchase your copy from Eleanor 
.Jalker, forty cents of the dollar 
which it costs you will stay in th< 
Killington Section Treasury, Even 
if you don’t expect to be out on 
the Trail right away the Guide 
Book makes good reading for an 
"armchair trip" and this is a good 
way to become better acquainted 
with ou r trails and shelters. 

As you go through your new 
Guide Book take special note of 
the sketches. These were done 
by Killington Section member, JaneV 
Martin, He like them. 

Remember, contact Eleanor 
Valker for y our copy and serve 
yourself and Killington Section 
at the same time, 

GET ON THE 1956 HAILING LIST 

This is the last issue of 
SMOKE & BLAZES which will be 
sent out on the 1955 mailing 
list. If you haven’t already 
done so, get your name on the 
1956 list by sending dues to * ' 
Eleanor'Y.'alke r,'87 Baxter St.,, 
Rutland, Vermont, 


WE DID ITU 

1956 should go down in history 
as the year April Fool's Day came 
on April 4th. That was the day 
Betty Holden, Barbie Anard, Joe 
Hadeka, Bob Paul, and Craigue 
Perkins picked to go to Killing- 
ton. 

At seven A.M, it looked like 
rain but as everybody was ready 
and on time we set off anyway. 

The Uheelerville Hoad was 
covered with ice and on the first 
hill the Ford said "Ho". We 
backed down, put oh fehe chains, 
and tried it again. This time 
we made it OK completely missing 
the birch tree that already had 
two notches in it. It w as 8:30 
when we reached Brewers Corner. 

Here we took to the snow- 
shoes, The novice squad didn't 
think the y were necessary but a 
step or two in the deep snow 
corrected that idea. 

Along the trail there we re 
many deer tracks and we saw one 
set of big bob cat tracks. At 
the lumber camp there was a porky 
betwedn two of the buildings. 

The big brook was covered 
with snow and ice at the crossing 
so gave us no trouble. The next 
smaller stream was open and we 
had to go a way upstream to find 
a doubtful snov; bridge. 

At the foot of the steep part 
of the trail we took a long rest 
with refreshments, /.bout this 
time it began to rain and con- 
tinued to shower for the rest 
of the trip up the mountain. 

The going was pretty good and 
we had no trouble finding the 
trail. At the spring about half 
way up we were surprised to find 
it four feet below the level of 
the trail. A bucket brigade was 
organized so that everybody 
finally got a drink, 

A little above the spring we 
lost the trail. It was right 
there and all of a sudden it 
wasn't anywhere in sight. We took 
a compass reading on where we 


thought the peak might be and 
struck off through the woods. 

We plowed through thick ever- 
greens and over brush piles. 

Every few steps someone would 
lose an arm or a Ibg in the 
soft snow and have to be dragged 
to the surface again. Also we 
began to realize how hungry we 
were • 

After a long time we came in- 
to an area of big spruces covered 
with moss. Here the going v/as 
much better and all of a sudden 
there was the trail again. Lucky, 
Lucky l 

In ten minutes Cooper Lodge 
came into view but it didn't look 
familiar, --too squatty. The 
snow was up to within two feet 
of the windows in front and the 
back wall was completely covered. 
It was 1:45 P.M, 

Everybody was soaking wet but 
the temperature was high so none 
were cold. There was a big pile 
of dry brush inside the camp so 
we started breaking it up for a 
fire. A second look around dis- 
covered a big supply of dry 
split hard wood under the shelf. 
Thanks, Sports l 

A hot fire was started and 
soon the odor of roast sox filled 
the air. The stove worked wonder- 
fully. Water for hot drinks was 
boilled in cups on top of the 
stove while the hikers took turns 
steaming themselves out around 
the sides. In the meantime all 
available food had disappeared. 

Every once in a while some 
one would let out a screech, the 
result of stepping under a roof 
leak and getting a stream of 
ice v/ater down his neck. 

It was raining and blowing 
outside and only Barbie had 
enough enthusiasm to want to go 
up to the peak which was covered 
with fog. 

At 4 P.1.1, after a good rest 
and drying out we started down 
the mountain. The weather almost 
cleared and the sun shone briefly 
There was even a limited view. 


We made good time down "out 
began to get tired when we struck 
the level goitv, in ths brook 
valley* 

At about 6 P.M, and still 
broad daylight a big blue-black 
cloud appeared in the west. It 
swept directly up the valley 
toward us and suddenly in a 
matter of seconds it became al- 
most pitch dark. Me were 
smothered in a thick fog* It 
poured. The wind blew through 
the tree tops. It lightened and 
thundered. 

We plodded along through the 
soggy snow taking a real beating 
from the v/ind and. rain. At long 
last we reached Brewers Corner 
and the shelter of the Ford, 

And w e wouldn’t let Joe 
Hadeka get in until he admitted the 
Ford looked as good as a Cadillac, 
Vie are willing to bet that we 
are the first snow-shoe party up 
Killington that ever got caught 
in a thunder shower. 

TUCKSR*LODGE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 7th 

At 10:30 A. LI, Saturday 
morning about 20 hiking enthu- 
siasts met at Meldon School for 
a "spring" hike to Tucker Lodge 
The trip was anything but spring- 
like. With only about half the 
group equipped with snowshoes, 
many found themselves sinking 
thigh deep in snow every few 
steps. Howesrer, all finally 
made camp after Bob Paul went 
back with a load of snowshoes. 

After the usual leisurely 
lunch, the lodge was cleaned 
and five lights of glass install- 
ed to replace broken ones. 

Several of the group went 
exploring and returned home with 
pussy willow s and hobble bush 
to renew their belief that 
spring would come. 


SUGAR PARTY 

The annual Killington Sec- 
tion Sugar-on-Snow Party was held 
in the Town Hall in Hendon on 
March 25th, v/ith about 35 attend- 
ing. 

The committee went up early 
to start the syrup "bilin" . By 
6:30 P.M. the tables were set up 
with the traditional pickles, 
doughnuts, and coffee,, and all yyas 
in readiness. As the customers 
arrived containers of snow were 
distributed to receive the boiled 
down syrup and give it the desired 
"waxy" consistency. After everyon 
had eaten their fill of sugar in 
this st ate there was the custom- 
ary stirring down of one’s remain- 
ing syrup to the sugaring-off stag 
Many of the Resulting litt le 
sugar cakes were set aside to be 
eaten later. 

The serious business of the 
evening being over the group ad- 
journed to the hall upstairs where 
Square Dancing, under the directio 
of Jan and Ray Catozzi, rounded 
out the evening. Thi s was the 
introduction to Square Dancing 
for some of our Junior members and 
they certainly appeared to be en- 
joying it. 

General arrangements for this 
outing were taken care of by Jan 
and Jack Martin, Eleanor Walker 
and Vera Perkins presided ov er th 
syrup kettles. Many gave a hand 
at clearing away and special credi 
goes to Helen Bailey for doing the 
dishes . 

A good time v/as had by all 
and our only regret is that there 
were not more of our members there 
to enjoy it v/ith us, 

ADDITIONS TO TH E MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Helen Bailey 
Edith Ev/ald 
Helen Frink 
Minerva Kinchey 
Sharon Kraus s 
Carl Hew hall 


On top of the world, by 
Patricia Petzoldt, Crowell (.3,50 

Zest for life, and love of 
mountain-climbing abound in this 
lively biography of a woman and 
her husband, Paul, Paul had 
the mountain-climbing concessions 
in the Grand Tetons for several 
summers, and sometimes Patricia 
went along. Her descriptions of 
these precarious climbs make the 
ledges of Camel’s Ilump seem like 
the slightest stroll. Here is 
the author’s answer to the age- 
old question "Y/hy do people climb 
mountains?"- 

"The normal one is a love of 
the outdoors and a desire to 
climb because there is fun in 
the problem of finding handholds 
and footholds up a steep preci- 
pice, with the added thrill of 
breaking y our neck. Mountain 
climbing is a dangerous and ex- ' 
citing sport. Accepted normally, 
it appeals largely to the imagina- 
tion, 

SAVE ENDANGERED WILDLIFE : 

This was the slogan of the Nation 
al Wildlife Federation during the Na- 
tional Wildlife Y/eek, March 18-24, 
Hunting and fishing are &ig busi- 
ness 1 Ten billion dollars are spent 
in the United States each year for 
hunting and fishing equipment, trans- 
portation, food, lodging, gasoline , 
and other items required by the coun- 
tries 32 million sportsmen. But this 
tremendous industry can be lost if 
our wildlife is not wisely managed. 
Destruction of forest and range lands 
by fire and over-grazing, drainage, 
and pollution of marshlands, lakes a 
and streams, and other abuses of the 
homes of wild animals have already 
take n a heavy toll. 

In 1899, the great outdoorsman 
Theodore Roosevelt said, ’’When I 
hear of the destruction of a species, 

I feel just as if all the works of 
some great write r had perished," 

Y/e can all do our part. 


The Ascent of Alpamayo, by Georges 
Kogan and Nicole Leininger, 

Harrap & Co, $3,50 

Y/e read so much about mountain- 
climbing, in the Himalayas that 
it is refreshing to get an interest- 
ing book about climbs in another 
section of the world. This book 
is about the Franco-Belgian ex- 
pedition to the Cordillera Blanca 
in the high Andes is especially 
unusual in that the second part 
of it is written by a woman, who 
gives the woman’s viewpoint on 
the appeal of climbing, 

Alpamayo, a snow and ice-cov- 
ered pyramid is called here "the 
most Beautiful mountain in the 
world" and the fine illustrations 
tend to bear out this supposition. 

This expedition has no leader, 
and all have equal responsibili- 
ties, and worries, but a fine spi- 
rit of friendship prevails. 

Four of the men spend the night 
inan ice-grotto at 20,000 feet on 
Alpamayo, after successfully reach- 
ing the top, one of the adventures ! 
vividly describes in this engrossing 
book, 

HO HUM 

This is the time of the month 
when I start checking over the bul- 
letin and find I am a little shoPt 
of materi al for publication— so, 
once more I start ' scratching my 
head and as usual, lose more hair 
in doing so. This month, I am 
lucky. Everything is filled up but 
this space and after two hours of 
scratching and the loss of near 
about thirty hair, I give up. To 
leave it blank or prattle awhile? 
Let’s prattle. Rolling the stenc-il 
up shows three more lines to prattlr 
on and I believe I' have just about 
used them up. Now, it is d&oneJI 
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Time - Sat, May 19 - 8:30 A, II, 
Place - Long Trail Lodge to Gov, 
Clement Shelter, Meet 
at Meldon School, 

This hike will give Milling- 
ton Section members a chance to 
see how much work will be needed 
to put this part of the Trail in 
shape for the summer. It is a 
rather long hike but very inter- 
esting, so let's try to have a 
good turn out. 

Time - Sun, Hay 27 - 10:30 A, III 
Place - Bennett Bell Camp - Lake 
Bomosee n 

Meet at Meldon School 

Our trip to the Bell’s camp 
at Lake Bomoseen will be a bit 
different than most, but very 
interesting. Let's show the 
Bell family how much we appreci- 
ate their kindness by attending. 
Perhaps if it warms up we may 
swim, 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING 

Time - Sat, June 2-10 A, II, 

'Pitace - Long Trail Lodge 

Members are requested to 
get their own transportation for 


this event. 

The coffee hour starts at 
10 A, at which time there will 
also be a showing of pictures 
by the Vermont artist, Anthur 
G, Burton, 

The business meeting starts 
at 11 A,M, 

Dinner may be bought at the 
Lodge, or you may bring your 
own picnic lunch and eat it in 
the woods near by. 

After dinner, the meeting 
continues until about 3 P.M, 

Then, there will be short walks 
on the Long Trail, 

Supper is scheduled for 6 

P , ii» 

Governor Johnson will 
address the group in the evening, 
Clifton Miskelly, Director of 
the Vermont Development Com, 
will also be heard. 

This annual meeting makes 
a good opportunity for Section 
members to learn all about 
their Club, Let's have a good 
showing from Millington, 

Time - Sun, June3- 9 A.M, 

Place - Pico or Clarendon Lodge 
Meet at Meldon School 

On Sunday, June 3rd, there 
will be tx^o short hikes; one to 


Pico Peak and the other to On the n orth side of the 

Clarendon Lodge. The purpose of hill, south of Sunnyside, there 
this is that we may be able to was too much snow to permit re- 

have some of the other Section blazing in an area of blowdowns* 

members who will stay over The trail can be followed but 

from tha Annual Fleeting, enjoy should be straightened, 

a day of hiking in Vermont, and Prom SpMng Lake to the Gorge 

yet finish early enough to drive the Trail was good with only a 
home. few small blowdown. Little 

work is needed* 

Time - Sat. June 16 - 10 A*M. The party reached the car® 

Place - Biddie Knob just before dark as rain started 

Meet At Meldon School to come down* VJell timed* 


This hike to Biddie Knob is 
a new one for many member a so 
let*s try to have a good turn out* 
The walk is an easy one with an 
ur.usua?. view of the Otter and 
Champlain Valleys. And, of course, 
we 1 11 have GMC coffee along* 

Churchill Scott, Chairman 


LONG TRAIL HIKE 

On April 28th a small group 
of hikers travelled the section 
of Long Trail between the 
Wallingford Gulf Road and 
Clarendon Gorge. This was one 
of the series of hikes to check 
up on the condition of the Trail 
and Shelters in the Killington 
Section area, 

Buffum Shelter was found in 
good condition but needs a new 
stove and pipe. Also some roof 
repair is needed. 

The Trail up Button Hill 
was brushed out and blazes paint- 
ed where needed. The top of the 
hill is being lumbered and noth- 
ing can be done until th e snow 
goes and the slash can be moved. 
Arrows xjere put up in this area. 

From Button Hill to Sunny- 
side there was about a foot of 
soggy snow. Little, if any, work 
is needed here. 

Sunnyside was c lean and the 
stove worked well. If we ever 
get up the rest of the wall board, 
this shelter will be very attract- 
ive. 


APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
ANNUAL RANGE WALK 
July llj., to July 21, 1956 

This may be of interest to 
some GMCerso 

An opportunity to hike 67 
miles of trail in the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire, to 
climb 19 peaks including- the 11 
highest in New Hampshire, and to 
stay at seven of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club huts. 

These huts are a unique 
institution in this country. 'They 
provide - bunks with mattresses, 
pillows, and blankets in bunk- 
rooms for men and women. Crews 
of young men furnish excellent 
meals, served family style, and 
provide trail lunches for the 
hikers. 

Anyone in good physical 
condition used to hiking in 
hilly or mountainous country 
should be able to do it* * 

The cost of the trip, from 
Franconia Notch to Pinkham Notch, 
will be 050.00 for AHC members 
and members of other clubs main- 
taining section s of the Appalachian 
Trail, (This wduld include GMC 
members). A guest fee of 01O.OO 
will be charged to all others. 

Reservations must be in by 
June 25th* 

For further information 
write to Trip leader, T* Ai 
Bray ton, 76 Ashland Street, 

Medford 55 j Mass* 
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CLARENDON LODGE 
SUNDAY, APRIL l£th 

A not too promising' day 
found Craigue, Jack, Joe, Bob 
Paul, and two newcomers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Montague, setting out 
for some trail work in Milling- 
ton section. 

The original objective of 
Gov. Clement to Clarendon was 
passed over in view of the late 
mud-season conditions. The 
group worked over the trail from 
Rte. 103 to the top of Beacon 
Hill and found that the lumber 
operations had pretty well con- 
fused the first few hundred 
yards North from the highway. 

At the Lodge a \^elcome fire 
was already burning by virtuB of 
the weekend trip of a Scout 
group from Leominster, Mass 4 
The Lodge itself was in good con- 
dition but not as much can be 
said for the yard around the 
Lodge, 

GR22NWALL SHELTER 

It was Sunday, May 6th, 
when seven hikers of assorted 
ages made the trip in from the 
Wallingford Gulf Road to Green- 
wall Shelter on the Long Trail. 

The weather rained lightly 
onthe trip in but it stopped 
soon after arrival and the trip 
back was a pleasant one weather- 
wise. Some snow and ice was 
found on the ground in the woods. 
However, there were signs of 
Spring. Birds of many sorts in- 
c luding robins, juncos, sparrows, 
flickers, a wren and a thrush. 
Only one flower was found, a sol- 
itary group of Hepatica. 

The shelter was in good 
condition except for a few holey 
floor boards and a piece of roof 
cap needing repair. The trail 
had been recently brushed and 
several blazes renewed. It 
should be in fine hiking condi- 
tion for the season when the many 
rivulets have cried. At this 
time it is a bit aquatic. 


SPORTS AFIELD 
1956 CAMPING ANNUAL 

An article in the above 
Annual, "Cook In Foil" by Bob 
Stewart contained many helpful 
hints that we thought worth pass- 
ing along. 

"Smart outdoor cooks are doing 
more and more of their meal prepa- 
ration in aluminum foil, VJith 
this aluminum sheeting, you can 
practically get rid of dish wash- 
ing on a camping trip. And your 
meats and vegetables will have a 
sealed -in-flavor that make them 
even more taste-tempting than be- 
fore." 

"Most foil uses call for reg- 
ular weight foil; whic h comes in 
rolls 12 inches wide. This weight 
is best for wrapping food to be 
cooked on coals, since you use tvro 
layers of foil. If one layer 
punctures or tears, you still have 
another protecting the food." 

"But for making pots and 
pans, or wrapping meat on a spit, 
heavy duty foil is best. This 
comes in rolls 18 inches vride, and 
is about double the thickness of 
regular aluminum foil." 

"Here are some ideas: 
Hamburger. Vfrap with sliced onion 
and shoestring potatoes. If the 
meat doesn't have much fat in i^e, 
add half a pat of butter. Cook 
12 to 15 minutes. Fowl or chicken. 
Wash a piece of the bird to add 
water. Put a slice of bacon un- 
derneath the meat, and add washed 
vegetables, if desired. In hot 
coals, the meat will cook in 
half an hour." 

"Vegetables. All vegetables 
should be washed just before you 
put them in the foil. This gives 
them needed moisture for that 
pressure-cooker effect;. - To bake 
a \>. r hole potato, wash it, then cut 
out a few deep holes in it, and 
wrap in foil. Cook 15 to 20 min." 

"You’ll find that foil has 
more than cooking uses on your 
outdoor trips. You can shap a 
drinking cup from it, etc. etc," 


UP KILLINGTON 75 YEARS AGO 

"Going to Killington" 75 
years ago was quite different 
from such a trip to-day. In an 
old VERMONTER was found an ac- 
count of one such trip made by 
Mrs. Julia C.R. Dorr, via the 
old wagon road, In October 1880. 

Previous to 1880 the only 
way to get up Killington had 
been, as to-day, by foot. How- 
ever there 'was no Long Trail in 
those days, not even "a well 
defined bridal path". "Whoever 
made the ascent must go by foot 
picking his way as best he 
might." Such a journey was con- 
sidered quite hazardous and "the 
women who had accomplished it 
could be counted on one’s fin- 
gers." 

In the summer of 1879 the 
U.S. Government, having decid- 
ed to establish a Signal Station 
on the mountain, surveyors came 
in and a road of sorts was laid 
out from "Breviers." This road 
had been in and the hotel in 
operation for a year when Mrs. 

Dorr made the trip which she 
describes. Even so it was quite 
an adventure. Before startin g 
she was warned to "take plenty 
of viraps as it is always cold 
on Killington and the wind blows 
like a tornado." 

On a Sunday morning, Octo- 
ber 9th, after an early break- 
fast, Mrs. Dorr and her compan- 
ion "the Judge" started out in 
"a light, but strong, open 
buggy r , drawn by "the Judge's" 
horse, Susan. This vias the last 
opportunity of the season to 
make the trip as the Inn hosts, 

"The Myerhof f ers" , were coming 
down for the winter on Monday. 

It was a perfect October 
day and the scenery was as love- 
ly then as now. Our party en- 
joyed an ever ascending but un- 
eventful ride, "past comfortable 
farm houses, log cabins, and 
saw mills", until they finally 
arrived at "Brewer's", Here 
they stopped to give Susan a drink. 


"B rower' s" in those days was 
a rambling old farmhouse at the 
end of the old road." 

After leaving here, the 
real ascent began. Soon "the Judge" 
decided he preferred walking to 
riding "up a perpendicular wall." 

As for Mrs. Dorr, she writes, "I 
slipped forward on my knees, grasp- 
ed the dashboard and thus rode in 
state," 

Though "the three miles from 
"Brevier's" seemed like twenty", 
they arrived safely at the Inn 
vihich is described as, "a quaint, 
primitive, little affair, making 
no pretensions to elegance, but 
with good beds, a good plain table, 
and clean linen." 

After an early dinner, "the 
Judge" and Mrs, Dorr climbed to 
the peak to watch the sunset, 

Mbs. Dorr refrained from looking 
back until she was vrell up the 
roc ky summit and was reviarded 
with the same breath-taking sense 
of "isolation, dizzying height and 
infinity space", whic h comes to 
each one so forcefully on his 
first trip. 

Mrs. Dorr comments especially 
on the flag-staff erected by the 
Signal Corps, "so i^iell braced and 
protected that it has so far de- 
fied the storms," She mentions 
also the long, greenish-gray 
moss on the fir trees, and "the 
spring of pure, ice-cold, water 
at the foot of the peak," 

In the early morning the 
travellers made another trip to 
the summit for the sunrise and 
viere more than repaid for their 
effort as anyone who has enjoyed 
that experience well knows. 

In spite of differences 
in "going to Killington" then and 
novi, the mountain remains the same. 
As we look from its summit at the 
"world" spread out below, we 
feel viith Mrs, Dorr, "'It is good 
for us to be here," 
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COMING EVENTS 

Time - Saturday and Sunday 
June 23 and 24- 

Place - VJinooski River South to 
Birch Glen Camp 


June 1956 

to Lincoln Gap. On this hike, 
if the weather is good, the 
view from lit. Abraham should be 
well worth the trip. 

Churchill Scott, Chairman 


KILLI1TGT01T SECTION GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


On the above dates Killing- 
ton Section members v/ill cover the 
Long Trail from Winooski River 
south to Birch Glen Camp. We will 
plan to pitch our tents near 
Couching Lion Farm (Prof. Monroe* s) 
and hike up Camels Hump and down 
to the Winooski River the first 
day. The second day we plan to 
hike to Birch Glen Camp and out 
to Hanks ville. 

Time - Saturday and Sunday 
July 7 and 8 

Place - Birch Glen Camp to 
Lincoln Gap 

On these dates we plan to 
cover the Trail from Birch Glen 
Camp south to Lincoln Gap. The 
tenting area will be in the vi- 
cinity of Jerusalem and v/ill 
hike over the Jerusalem trail to 
Glen Ellen Lodge and then north 
to Birch Glen Camp out to 
Hanks ville. On Sunday we v/ill 
hike from Glen Ellen Lodge south 


OUTING AT BELL’S CAMP 
By 

Barbara Allard 

We met at Meldon and it de- 
finitely was not a nice day but 
v/e decided that today rain could 
not spoil our fun. Our destina- 
tion was the Bennett Bell camp 
on Lake Bomoseen. When we ar- 
rived v/e found a nice cozy camp 
and a cheery fire to welcome us. 
After v/e had looked around v/e 
settled down to read or play 
cards or other games. Later the 
younger members v/e nt first up to 
the playroom to play ping-pong 
or read and then down to the 
boats for a ride. They came in 
when it started to rain again. 

Only two were daring enough 
to test the 49° temperature of 
the lake. They had to get close 
to the fire to thaw out after, 
though. When it came time to 
leave v/e were all a little sorry. 

Thanks to "the Bells" for 
a nice, enjoyable Sunday even 
though it rained. 


PICO VISITED 

We were gler&'to receive the 
following item from Edith Ewald: 

'Ten members of the Science 
Club at Castleton Teachers 
College had an outing the week- 
end of May 19* Th® group spent 
Saturday night at Gifford Woods 
and on Sunday six students, ac- 
companied by Edith Ewald of the 
College Faculty, climbed Pico* 

The hikers were: Nancy Rowlee, 
Reading; Charlotte Miner, So* 
Halifax; Dorothy Zeno, Bellows 
Falls; Dorothy Bragg, Grafton; 

Bob Richardson, Northfield; and 
Rene Fifield, Pittsfield. 

Snow at the higher eleva- 
tion made going a bit difficult, 
but after about two hours of 
climbing everyone made it to the 
fire tower where an excellent 
view was the reward. It was 
the general feeling that the 
endeavor was well worth while. 

After the students leave 
College and are on their own, it 
is hoped that they may become 
active members of the Green 
Mountain Club, * 

It is good to know that 
such groups are getting out on 
The Trail and we hope with Edith 
that this interest will continue 
and lead them on into GKC . 

LONG TRAIL LODGE TO 
GOVERNOR CLEMENT 

by 

Joe Hadeka 

On Play 19th, a group of 
three met at Meldon School for 
a proposed trail clearing trip 
from Long Trail Lodge to Governor 
Clement Shelter. Due to reports 
of snow at the higher elevations 
and lack of help we decided 
to clear from the Cold River 
Road to the Upper Road, instead. 

We started out with the 


usual grey skies and threat of 
rain, with Craigue at the saw. 

Bob Paul at ax, and Joe at the 
clippers, a well balanced trio 
was soon working as busy as bees. 
Arriving at the Upper Road we 
rested awhile and then started 
back. It soon began to rain* 

We were all disappointed that 
nobody fell in the river, but 
Joe had a real close call as he 
plunged forth after jumping on a 
log. He missed a hole three 
feet deep by a few inches. 

We soon reached the car 
where we sat and ate our lunches. 
We finally decided about one 
o'clock to quit - the rain had 
gotten the best of us. 

Such ci small turnout for 
this scheduled work party makes 
it look as though the G.M.C* 
spirit is slipping, so come on 
boys, girls, women, men, let's 
make the next work party a big 
success. 

ADDITIONS TO MEMBERSHIP 
LIST 

Martha Adams 

Hariett Bryant 

Miles Bryant 

Gretta Catozzi 

Richard Catozzi 

Mrs. L, L. Dudley 

Mr. L. L. Dudley 

Dr. Earle Johnson 

Henry L. Leninhan 

Mr. A. C. Mason 

Carol Parmenter 

Roger Pike 

Ellen Russell 

Addie Spaulding 

R. Gale Spaulding 

Robert Spaulding 

Iirs, Wayne Sarka 

Wayne Sarka 

Mrs. W. S. Wadsworth 

Mr. W. S. Wadsworth 

Laurie Wadsworth 

Margot Montague 

William Montague 

Carlton Wilson (life member) 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The G*M.C Annual meeting 
held at Long Trail Lodge on Sat- 
urday, June 2nd, was a well at- 
tended and most successful affair* 

Starting with the exchange 
of greetings with friends old 
and new at the Coffee Hour, it 
proceeded through the business 
meeting with the interesting 
section reports, and ended its 
morning session with the usual 
excellent luncheon served in the 
main dining room of the Lodge. 

It was hard to break off the 
noon time visiting, but everyone 
finally reassembled to enjoy a 
short talk by Governor Johnson 
before the business meeting was 
again underway. 

During the Trustees meeting 
it rained, as it often does, so 
that not many of the planned 
short walks could be taken. The 
time was very pleasantly spent 
however, in hearing informally 
from Mrs, Roberts, our 86 year 
old, visiting hiker. We tried 
to find out the secret of her 
"spryness" but without success. 
Apparently she is just made that 
way. She has been sick in bed 
just one day since World War 1, 

At the close of the Trustees 
meeting we were pleased to learn 
that Killington Section member, 
Leone Smith, had been chosen as 
our G.M.C. president for the 
coming year. 

After supper there was Com- 
munity singing followed by the 
awarding of door prizes. The 
showing of two reels of old 
G.M.C. movies, first shown in 1931 
on the occasion of the Club’s 
21st anniversary, concluded the 
day’s program. 

A complete report with 
details of the business meeting 
will come to you in your LONG 
TRAIL NEWS. 

We were sorry not to see 
more Killington Section members 
present but the 12 who were there 
had a most enjoyable day. 


AN AFTERNOON ON THE OTTER 
CREEK 

If you wu?fc a quiet, leisure- 
ly afternoon or day, "far from the 
maddening crowd", you can’t do 
better than to take a trip via 
rubber boat on a section of the 
Otter Creek. 

Eleanor Walker and Vera 
Perkins spent one such afternoon 
recently going from Leicester 
Junction to West Salisbury. This 
may seem like a short distance 
but it takes a good long after- 
noon, which gives you some idea 
of the leisurely pace at which one 
travels . 

At the time of this trip the 
streams were good and high and the 
Creek was a black, deep river, 
running only slightly below the 
top of its banks. 

Through this section it runs 
well away from any roads and fol- 
lows an interesting, winding, 
course. Moving slowly along with 
the current one gets the feeling 
of being miles away from civili- 
zation and can easily imagine 
one is living in a quieter and 
slower-paced age. 

Along the banks were many 
old trees of surprising size and 
a great variety of fern and early 
spring flowers. There were 
plenty of birds to be seen and 
heard. Not being quick of eye 
end proficient in bird study, we 
could only identify the more com- 
mon kinds as red -winged black 
birds, gulls and wild ducks. We 
thought we saw scarlet tanagers. 

We heard the white-throat, a 
woodpecker and an owl among others 
and caught a glimpse of one 
animal. But whether woodchuck 
or otter we couldn’t say, 

Vermont has many fine streams 
for such excursions in early 
spring. For those wishing a more 
exciting ride we recommend the 
White River from Rochester to 
Stockbridge when the water is 
high. Why not try it sometime? 


CLARENDON HIKE 

On the Sunday after the 
Annual Meeting only three hikers 
appeared at Meldon at the ap- 
pointed time. When we got to East 
Clarendon it started to rain so 
we stayed in the cars and let the 
shower pass. 

Soon a patch of blue sky was 
seen and that v/as enough to send 
us along to the Lodge. 

On approaching the Camp we 
noticed the door had been left 
open. Suspecting porkies might 
be inside we picked up clubs and 
stealthily sneaked up* About ten 
feet from the door we were sudden- 
ly confronted by two boys from 
MIT. They must have been a little 
worried by our attitude* Explana- 
tions were made and we found 
they were starting north for 
five days on the Trail. The 
Lodge was left in excellent con- 
dition. 

The weather continued good 
and along toward noon the rest 
of the gang began to arrive. 

Many of the New York and Wor- 
cester people came. The final 
count was twenty, a very good 
turn out. 

Lunch took about tv/o hours 
with all the cooking, talking, 
eating and listening. We went 
over the Meeting incidents and 
caught up on all the gossip we 
had missed. 

Some visited the site of 
the bridge-to-be over the Mill 
River, 

A good time v/as had by all. 

It was a great pleasure to have 
so many of the out-of-town people 
along. Hope they come again next 
year. 

PICO HIKE AFTER ANNUAL MEET. 

By 

Bob A, Paul 

We left Meldon School at 
9:15 A.M. and arrived at Long 
Trail Lodge at 9:30 A.M. There 
we met a member of the Montpelier 


Section, We started out on the 
Long Trail and on the 'way met 
two other members; Mr. Miller of 
the New York Section and Mrs. 
Inestine Roberts of Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. Mrs i Roberts 
is 86 years old and a wonderful 
hiker. She loves flowers, and 
on the hike up Pico stopped every 
five minutes to pick them. She 
showed us young hikers up, I 
wonder if we could climb Pikes 
Peak at the age of 86? She has 
climbed that mountain thirteen 
times. She had her pockets full 
of flowers, all kinds of moss 
and ferns. She even had mush- 
rooms on the stick on our way 
home. 

Most of the v/ ay up it rained 
only a mist; but it was cold. 

When we reached the top, it v/as 
foggy and very windy. (Bob and 
Joe were the first ones up) Y/e 
all ate lunch in the look-out 
station. There was a beautiful 
view for about five minutes, then 
it fogged up again. About 1:15 
P.M. we started down the trail 
and came to Pico Shelter. Y/e 
rested there for awhile and then 
started on. It took us about 
2-|- hours to get down. 

Y/hen we reached Long Trail 
Lodge, we praised Mrs, Roberts 
for making such a long trip so 
well at the age of 86. 

Me left our Montpelier 
member at the Lodge and rode down 
to the Elbow Road where v/e hiked 
up to Perkins Camp, All that 
v/ent on the hike had fun and were 
amazed at Mrs. Roberts. 


POKIE TAKE NOTE 

Word has been received from 
Allegra Milano of Teaneck, N.J. 
that her dog, Susan, has had her 
picture in the paper* for being a 
winner at Madison Square Garden, 
Killington Section members will 
remember Susan, the beautiful 
black dog that hiked the Trail 
with Allegra, 
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A NOTE IK PASSING 

Your President would like 
to take this time to note that 
one of our Outing co-chairmen 
has been put on vacation from 
his duties due to the press 
of summer activity. Churchill 
Scott’s work on and in behalf 
of the first half-year’s outings 
has been well appreciated. A 
^well-done is extended to him. 

A further note with regard 
to your favorite hikes. The 
next issue of S&B will contain 
a new schedule of outings. If 
there is some spot which you 
think would be a good fall or 
winter outing, let Jack iiartin 
or Joe Hadeka know directly. 

COMING EVENTS 

Time - Saturday , July 21, 8:30 am 

Place - M.V. "Ticonderoga" on 
Lake George 

At this time we plan to 
travel "out of state" to enjoy 
the steamer trip on Lake George. 
The trip from Rutland to Lake 
George, N.Y. is about 50 miles 
in length through Whitehall and 


West Fort Ann NY Rte 9L. 

The ship "Ticonderoga", 
leaves Lake George Steel Pier 
at 10:4.0 AM and journeys in a 
liesurely way arriving at the 
Ticonderoga Landing at 1:20 PM. 
The return trip starts after a 
10 minute stopover with the 
arrival time at Lake George of 
4-:GC PM. That leaves time 
enough for arriving in Rutland 
before six in the evening* 

The fare, including tax, is 
03.50, children 5 to 12 at half 
fare, and under five years, free*. 

We hope the weatherman will 
provide better skies than the 
last time we planned this trip. 

Time - Sunday, August 5th 

Place - CVPS Camp, Chittenden 

This is a pleasant way to 
spend a Sunday during what should 
be some of our "dog days". For 
those who have their own or 
other means of travel this is a 
come - anytime event. Bring a 
book or newspaper if that be 
your pleasure. For more activity 
bring along your bathing suit. 
Coffee will be served by the 
Club. Those desiring transporta- 
tion meet at Meldon at 10:00 AH* 


LOG’S EYE VIEW OF BIDDIES 
KNOB 

WOOF J When I saw all those 
nice people in front of the big 
school I knew it would be one of 
those specially nice Walks in the 
Woods. Three steak bones last 
time. 

Two people in Betty's car, 
one I knew, and Louise, but I 
licked both their necks so they 
itfould feel welcome,. We bounced 
along until there was a hot smell 
and smoke in the car and every- 
body hopped out fast, especially 
me i, Someone named Craigue fixed 
it., he found a loose wire. Lucky 
no was along. 

We walked the rest of the way. 
Hay be 5.t wasn’t a mountain but 
wo went up and up and up. Some of 
the people looked hot. They should 
have waded in the mud puddles to 
cool off as I did* It was fun 
splashing in the brook, too, I 
wonder why they all went farther 
up the brook to drink I At the 
brook they began to talk about 
which was the w^ to go, and 
they kept that talk up most of 
the rest of the way. 

The trail got less and less 
until there wasn’t any, but I 
didn’t have any trouble, though 
some of the logs were across the 
way so that I had to make myself 
like a poodle to get under them, 

■ After awhile, some went one 
way, and some another, and some 
just X’jaited to see who was going 
the right way, but they all went 
UP. We came to grassy ledges, no 
path at all, but on we climbed. 

I was glad I had four feet. Final- 
ly Craigue called that he was on 
the top. He didn’t say what he 
was on the top of, and I guess 
they never did kmw. 

Anyway, we sat on nice soft 
rocks, all covered with moss, 
and I looked about for some 
water to drink. There wasn’t 
any, but Craigue had carried some 
up for everybody, and Betty gave 
me her share. She had hers in a 
thermos. Some of them laughed, 
and said dogs should get their 


own water, but I lapped it to 
the last drop. 

After lunch they stretched 
out, I wanted to hike some more, 
so I hopped over their stomachs 
and lapped some faces, and that 
stirred them up, A couple went 
off to climb a tree and see if 
ne were really on Biddie’s Knob, 
They came back, and said they 
thought it was farther north, 
but no one tried to find it, Betty 
and Louise were chasing a red- 
breasted nuthatch, but it just 
looked like a little bird to me, 
not big enough for a good - chase. 

Finally we went down, and it 
sure was steep. Some sat down and 
slid. Everyone took their own way . 
There i\ T ere a lot more blowdowns, 

I’d have had to have been a 
chihuahua to get through some 
of them, but I got under or 
over or around. At last we were 
back on an old road, very old, but 
at least you could see where you 
were supposed to go. 

We were nearly back to the 
cars when I saw a funny lazy anima -1 
all covered with prickly things, 
poked him with my nose to make him 
run, but his prickles came off in 
my nose, and it hurt and itched. 

I ran to Betty, pawing it, and 
she just got excited and screamed, 
and didn’t help a bit, so I tried 
to forget it, and frisked on to 
the car. Wonder why Betty looked 
so sad, and didn’t want me to go 
sniffing in the fields anymore. 

Betty's car got stuck again 
when we got back to Rutland, and 
Louise took me to the vets, where 
he took out the prickles and kept 
me overnight. Wish I’d been home 
to see the skunk back of the house 
and the two horses in the straw- 
berry patch Betty told about the 
next day. Lots of excitement! 

Betty says no more long trips 
for me, I might get into a porcu- 
pine. Wonder what she means. I 
never get into trouble, well, hard 
ly ever, WOOF I See you on the 
next short trip. 

Pocie Nourse 


M : 


GOING TO JERUSALEM 

It wasn't a children's game 
the way vje played it. 

Friday morning it poured and 
everybody wondered if anybody 
would be foolish enough to go 
camping in such weather. They 
were. 

First we had to find Jeru- 
salem-— three houses and a 
telephone pole. On the pole 
there were two very, very faint 
blue blazes. VJe added a bright 
blue arrow and turned off onto 
the side road. We drove slox^ly 
up the road looking for signs 
of the approach trail but had 
no luck. Finally, having rim 
out of road, we had to turn 
around and drive back to Je- 
rusalem to ask directions* At 
.Last we found the signs on a 
tree completely covered with 
brush. 

Nearby was a very good 
camping spot on a hill in an 
abandoned field. The rain 
obligingly held off while we 
set up the tents. 

The other cars arrived and 
we had supper. The remains of 
an old barn furnished excellent 
fuel. 

Our Junior Members showed us 
how to get the fire roaring 
even with wet wood. All you 
need is a mattress pump and a 
little elbow grease. 

A deer wandered into the 
meadow across the road, looked 
us over, and went on browsing. 

After supper we sat around 
the fire and told stories. Fob 
Paul told about the rabbit that 
rode a bicycle around his cellar, 
and Betty Ball explained the 
bee-buzz-business. She also 
demonstrated the war cry of the 
Barred Owl scaring us out of 
our wits. And so to bed. 

Rain in the night and a very 
wet trail in the morning. It 
’as easily followed but entirely 
overgrown. A steady climb brought 
us to the Long Trail near Glen 


Ellen Lodge. The Lodge is beside 
a beautiful brook and overlooks a 
lot of Country to the east. 

Here we found Gene Bamforth, 
got the latest trail reports, and 
ate our lunch. 

The Long Trail north led to 
the top of Gen. Stark lit, where a 
fine view was enjoyed. 

All the trail from Glen Ellen 
to Birch Glen and out to the Beane 
Farm was found in poor condition 
xtfith much brush and many blow- 
downs. One good feature— new 
signs telling the hiker where he 
is. 

The trail tx^isted down the 
cliffs on the north side of Gen. 
Stark Mt*, over Baby Stark, and 
Molly Stark, then d)im, down, cbvm 
to Birch Glen Camp* A sign said 
to follow the road but it looked 
more like a badly washed brook 
bed. 

At the Beane Farm xve picked 
up the car we had planted there 
in the morning and returned to 
camp. Bad news, Emile's battery 
was dead from too much radio* 

Also the big tent looked sad due 
to shrinkage of the guy ropes. 

All hands set to squaring up 
the tent. We tried everything 
and finally got the right com- 
bination of push and pull here 
and there to fix it. 

By this time it was dark but 
Emile's lantern saved the day or 
at least prolonged it, A hearty 
supper and everybody for bed. 

Sunday morning the weather 
looked wonderful. We got Emile's 
car going by switching batteries. 
Then we discovered there was a 
mix-up in church time. 

While waiting in Lincoln Gap 
an Ontario car chugged up over 
the hump and stooped* When asked 
if there was any trouble the lady 
driving said, "I'm afraid so. 

The last mile or so I haven't been 
able to pick up any speed," Guess 
she wasn't used to hills like that 

We climbed to Battell Shelter 
where x^e had lunch. Thanks ib r 
the grape juice, Cele* 


REPORT YOUR LONG TRAIL TRIPS 


The mad race for the top of 
Pit. Abraham was won by Barbie 
Allard, She must have taken a 
short cut or something because 
she had been there about five 
minutes when the rest of us 
crawled up. The view from the 
top was fair but limited by the 
increasing haze. 


Remember that GMC keeps a file 
of information regarding the condi- 
tion of the Trail and its Shelters. 
The only way this information can be 
kept iip to date is by reports sent 
in by hikers. This information is 
of great value to those planning 


The entire trail across Lincoln Trail trips and enables the office 
mountain had been recently cleared to answer inquiries in this connec- 
by the U.S. Forest Service and was tion. It is also helpful to the 
in excellent condition. Trail and Shelter chairmen of the 

Along the ridge we passed over various sections to have first hand 
several peaks with little climbing; information of conditions at a 


Little Abe, Lincoln Peak, Nancy 
Hanks, Cutts, and Ellen. 

On Mt, Ellen the rain caught 
up with us. Soon we were soaked 
again. Ho-hum | It's an old GMC 
custom. Four miles of wet bushes, 
mud and water. 

When we got back to the tents 
it was still raining so they had 
to be taken down wet. Everybody 
helped, nobody complained, so it 
wasn't such a bad job. We felt so 
good we even set a date for the 
Camel’s Hump trip. 

Quite an adventure. A good 
time was had by all, - — Vera 
Perkins, Cele Campbell, Barbie 
Allard, Betty Ball, Emile Boselli, 
Bob Paul, and Craigue Perkins. 

Cur Junior Members got compliments 
from all sides for their helpful- 
ness around camp and their good 
sportsmanship on the trail. They 
have been brought up right l 


INTERSECTIONAL REMINDER 

This is to remind Killington 
members that August 18 and 19 
are the dates for the Green 
Mountain Club Intersectional. 

It is to be held at Williamstown, 
Mass, See your May LONG TRAIL 
NEWS for all the details. 

A gathering such as this, 
provides an excellent opportun- 
ity to have a grand time, and 
to become acquainted with other 
Section members. 

Let’s plan a good showing 
of Killington Section members 9 


specific time. 

You can help on this project 
by reporting on conditions as you 
find them whenever you hike over 
any part of the Trail or visit a 
Shelter. A postcard or a brief not: 
giving the date of your visit and 
the conditions as you found them, 
sent to: 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
108 MERCHANT'S ROW, RUTLAND, VERMOF 
will do the trick. Let's have 
your help on this. 

THE WORLD OF NIGHT 

THE WORLD OF NIGHT, by L.J. 
Milne and Margsry Milne, Harpers, 
’,3.75, is a fascinating nature book 
Many campers snuggle closer into 
their sleeping bags when owls begin 
to hoot and wildcats snarl, but thii. 
intrepid couple have spent many 
hours watching the inhabitants of tl 
night itforld, the birds, animals, anc 
insects. Even the trees sound dif- 
ferently in the night winds, and can 
be told apart by the sounds. You'll 
find such interesting facts as what 
colors can be seen best at night anc 
why; some new theories on bird mi- 
gration; why lightning bugs shine; 
and many facts about bats. City 
night life to this pair includes 
nighthawks and crickets, rather 
than night clubs. Night life is 
described by streams, in jungle, 
desert, and on the beach. 

Beautiful illustrations fur- 
ther enhance the charm of this 
unusual book, 

B.3. 
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HOPKINS U S o EXPERIMENTAL FOREST . 
NORTHWEST HILL, tfiLUAMSTOViN , KASS 0 j 
Frank E Cunningham, Director ! 
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Come to the Berkshires just across' 
$Jthe line from Vermont, and hike the Long 
"‘Trail at i beginning or just sit and r 
gaze at the mountain it traverses „ En 
joy any one of several pleasant walks 
’ight near camp, visit with friends or 
/take a dip' in icy brook water » For SatJ 
Inite campfire we’ve asked Mr. Gumming- I 
nam to tell us ‘'about the forestry j 

'development program _s is conducting -rji 
nere and nope he will oblige „ We" — * — 'J ; £ 
want to hear your favourite stories so 
polish them up good 0 

FOR THE ENERGETIC HIKER 5 


[PINE COBBLE & EPHS LOOKOUT (elev. 18 9n 
2254) 4-6 miles round trip with fine sweep- ' \ 

ing views in all directions <> Long Trail approaeh 0 \ 

Can continue on to Seth Warner Shelter (7 mi„ from ' 
RoR, sta o ) or Tnendara another 6 miles and be picked\ 
upo Each finishing point involves another 2.-3 mile 
down side trails to hi-way 0 

|MTo GREYLOC-K (3491 s ) 8 hi-wav miles to base of Mt« , 1 
6 miles up by car or about 3s each way on foot, stiff 
climbing o Interesting combinations of walking and 
riding possible 3 Trails vary in length „ Lodge, 

.unches , beacon light with observation platform, 

I picnic grounds, oicnic shelter and T 0 V» sta, on top/> C 
I TO ; 

TACONIC RIDGE NORTHS NOW EOLE 7 miles by car on route^jf 
'2 to summit of Petersburg pass (2090 ? ) then on foot 2i 
to 3 miles o After the first sharp climb the rest is ea; 

TACONIC RIDGE SOUTH TO MT„ MACOMBER (2798 9 } Like the 
above except harder climbing and a little longer . 

Both trips are sightly „ 

Bring your own tenting equipment bedding and foodo 
Water, firewood, toilet facilities prcciaedo 
Additional information in the May & Aug„ issues of 
L & T o News 
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CHURCHES OF 
ALL KINDS 


For tent reser' 
vations writes 
Miss Hazel Gobdale 
257 Wo Main St a 
W i 1 1 ia ms t own , Ma s s 
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OUTING SCHEDULE 
PALL AND WINTER - 1956 

The following hikes have 
been planned for all interested 
in outdoor activity, whether a 
member or not. Unless otherwise 
provided, hikers bring their 
own lunches , cups and spoons . 
Coffee will be served by the 
Club. 

Aug. 18-19, Sat. & Sun. Inter- 
sectional - Williams town, 
Ma s s • 

Aug. 26, Sun* Camel f s Hump 
Area (Reschedules) 

Sept. 15; Sat. ( Fall Series- 

Sept. 29, Sat. ( location in 

Oct. 13, Sat. ( Sept. S&B 

Oct, 21, Sun* Mt, Okemo 

Nov. 3, Sat. Little Rock Pond 

Nov. 18, Sun, Mystery Hike 

Dec. 1, Sat. Covered Dish 
Supper - Beechwood 

Dec. 15, Sat. Griffith Lake 

Jan. 6, Sun. Gov. Clement - 
Snowshoe Hike 


Jan. 19 or 20, Sat. or Sun. •> 
Moonlight Hike - Tucker. 

Pinal Date to depend on wea- 
ther conditions s 

Jan. 31, Thurs. Annual Meeting 
of Killington Section. 

Peb. 9, Sat. Mt. Carmel (ten- 
tative) 

Hikes are planned to leave 
Meldon School on the above datec 
For details or possible changes . ' 
see the Herald before each outing <• 
or call 3-8621, When possible, 
advance notice will appear in 
SMOKE AND BLAZES. 

Look for your completed 
schedule cards with the September 
SMOKE BLAZES. Sorry we couliW t 
get it out for this issue* 


ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Lucy Bishop is travelling Zr. 
Europe this summer, taking on 
Extension Course under the auspice 
of Boston University. 

Maude Canty is enjoying b e •> 
vacation at her camp on lake 
Bomoseen. 


LAKE GEORGE TRIP 

Vie made it this year - a 
few of us anyway. It wasn’t 
actually raining when we assem- 
bled at Meldon School at 8 $30 
A #11. on Saturday, July 21st, so 
in spite of gloomy weather pre- 
dictions, we started off. Our 
group of five vies glad to be 
joined by Professor and Mrs . Roy 
Buchanan from Burlington » 

The drive to Lake George 
Village was uneventful. Occa- 
sional spatters of rain attempt- 
ed to discourage us, but we 
were in an optimistic mood. 

We found Lake George Village 
to be anything but village-like 
in atmosphere what with hotels, 
motels, eating stands, amusement 
parks, accompanying signs, traffic 
and the like. After missing a 
turn for the pier we struggled 
through a slight involvement with 
truck traffic, a dead end street 
and left turns, but finally ar- 
rived in plenty of time for the 
departure of the Ticonderoga at 
10:40 A .11. 

Even though there were 
slight sprinkles off and on all 
day, the mountains around the 
lake remained clearly visible, 
so the beauty of the trip was 
unspoiled. Canvas canopies over 
the decks of the Ticonderoga 
protected us from the sprinkles 
and made it possible to stay out 
on deck all during the trip. 

Lake George is a truly beau- 
tiful lake with plenty of varie- 
ty along its shores. There are 
elaborate hotels and summer es- 
tates, quiet little lake-side 
villages which are points of 
call for the steamer, and plenty 
of wild, rugged country a Then, 
too, there are the islands, lots 
of them. Some are privatly own- 
ed and used for summer homes, but 
many others are owned by the 
state and are available for the 
use of campers. We saw such at- 
tractive camp set-ups as we 
steamed by that it made us start 


thinking, ’'How could we arrange to 
try this sometime?” 

The return trip from Ticon- 
deroga Landing was just as inter- 
esting, for as always everything 
had a different look when seen 
from the opposite direction. 

We were back at the Lake 
George Village pier about 4 P.M. 
Here we said "Good-bye”, to the 
Buchanans who were returning to 
Burlington via the Adirondaaks , 
and planning to camp overnight 
somewhere enroute. Roy pointed 
out that this had been a really 
appropriate Mountain Club trip as 
an advertising folder stated that 
Lake George was "situated in the 
crest of the Adirondacks l" 

On the way back to Rutland 
we had a chance to watch two big 
oil barges negotiate the locks 
of the canal a short distance be- 
low Whitehall. As some of us had 
never been at the right place at 
the right time before to see the 
canal in actual operation, this 
was a big addition to the day’s 
trip. 

All in all it was a most in- 
teresting and enjoyable day. You 
folks who stayed away missed a 
really good time. This is as nice 
a day’s boat trip as one could ask 
for. We could find only one pos- 
sible fault with Lake George - 
it isn’t in Vermont. 

IT'S COMING SOON 

Yes, it won’t be long now 
before we’ll be getting ready for 
our Annual Rummage Sale. 

Remember that the "white ele- 
phant" you don’t want anymore may 
be exactly what someone else in 
looking for. There is always a de- 
mand for clothing - children’s clo- 
thing is especially wanted 3 Dishes 
and kitchen equipment are good 
items, too. In fact, just about 
anything goes - at a price. We’ll 
have more details later, but start 
saving and collecting now. Also, 
we’d be glad to hear from anyone 
willing to help on the Sale. 


C. V. CAMP 
BY 

BOB PAUL 

We left Meld on School st 
10:45 A .M* Blue skies end a sun- 
ny day made It very enjoyable at 
the C.V. Camp at Chittenden Dam* 

A group of 23 attended a V/hen we 
arrived v;e put our lunches on the 
chairs and made a mad dash for the 
water. The first one in was -Judy 
Allard* Her first words were, 

"The water’s fine - Brrrrr.- 1 ' Grad- 
ually everyone slipped in. Boh 
Paul inflated his rubber mattress 
while others were out in Craigue’s 
rubber boat. 

Everyone took turns riding in 
the C.V. boat. There was a slight 
leak in the boat so 7/e had to wear 
c\:r bathing suits e 

About noon our stomachs told 
us it was time to refuel, so we 
ate. We all enjoyed our picnic 
lunches and Joe Hadeka especially 
en i oyed his BEA MS . He took cne 
smell of the boens and left the 
t a i~' e • 

After lunch Bob Paul took 
Judy Allard for a little ride. By 
seme the afternoon was spent on 
the doex visiting, while others 
enjoyed swimming and boat rides. 

Our food nad not yet run out 
so we decided to stay for supper. 

We left the C ,V , Camp about 
7 '00 P.M. and arrived m Rutland 
about 7:45 P.M., tired but very 
relaxed after a pleasant day. 

We are very grateful to the 
C.V. for the use of the camp and to 
Eleanor Walker for making the 
arrangements for us. 

1956 INTERSECTIONAL HELD 

Seventy- five GMCers assembled 
at the Hopkins Experimental Forest, 
Williams town * Mass*, on the week- 
end of Aug. 18-19 for the annual 
Club Intersectional. 


Early comers began arriving 
late Friday P-M ; and enjoyed a 
fine- moonlight evening. 

This was new camping territory 
for Ki Hung ton Sec. members and we 
took advantage of the opportunity 
to cover come or: the southern end 
of the Long Trail. The general 
terrain here is much, different 
than the Lincoln Mu, area where we 
hiked in early avilyr The Trail 
here for the most part followed 
plea 3 ant , woodsy paths and old 
wood roads 

People were arriving all day 
Saturday rr.d we returned from cub 
hike to find quite a "tent city"* 

We kept busy for awhile seeing who 
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a brief lull in activities., but it 
was of short deration and we were 
soon gathered around a lie sir g 
campfire. Here the program includ- 
ed 3ongs, Section reports , a talk 
on the work being done in the 
Forest,, charades representing the 
names of some Long Trail Shelters 
by Killing ton Sec. and a stunt 
directed by Brattieboro Section. 

The program concluded abruptly 
with the advent of another shower . 
This was soon over, however, and 
the crowd reassembled to enjoy 
watermelons provided by Don Kent 
of the Brattieboro Section, 

Early rain on Sunday made the 
day seem unpromising for either 
hiking or camoing* By noon the 
majority had broken camp and were 
on tneir way. 

Those attending from the Ki Is- 
lington Sec, were: Miriam, Bennett, 
and Charlotte Bell.*, Louise Adams, 
Eetty Ba } 1 , Joe Hadeka, Barbie 
Allard, Mary,Craigue, and Vera 
PBrkins „ 

Many thanks to the committee 
for arranging a fine Intersections? 


COOPER CLEAN UP 

The long awaited repairs at 
Cooper Lodge on Killington have 
at last "been made. 

It all began with a letter 
from a councilor at Twin Notch 
Girl Scout Camp near Fort Ann 
New York. She asked if we had 
any project for a group of her 
campers on the Long Trail. After 
a little correspondence we settled 
on the repair and cleaning of 
Cooper Lodge os a proper project. 

A trip was made to the Girls 
Camp to show the slide collection 
and make more detailed plans. 

On a Saturday Bob Paul, Joe 
Hadeka, and Craigue Perkins made 
a trip to Killington carrying up 
paint, brushes, glass, putty, and 
all the tools needed for a good 
overhaul . 

The camp was found in fairly 
good condition except for the 
disconnected stove pipe and a 
broken leg on the stove. Someone 
had tried to drag the stove across 
the stone floor. There doesn't 
seem to be any way to make re- 
pairs and v;e will eventually have 
to set the stove on a pile of 
stones. However it works as well 
as ever and takes little fuel 
which is a big advantage on Kil- 
lington. 

On Sunday afternoon fourteen 
girls and two councilors arrived. 
They proved to be good hikers and 
made the trip up the Bucklin Trail 
in about four hours with three 
day packs . 

At Cooper Lodge we found two 
Canadian boys who had hiked all 
the way from Stratton Mt. After 
supper and getting settled we 
held a song festival. The boys 
had some new ones. If you hear 
"A Guy Had A Game with a Ping- 
Pong Ball" -- that’s where it 
came from. 

Next morning the boys left 
and we got to work. The window 
sash with broken glass were 
taken out one by one. 


Old putty was removed, broken 
glass disposed of, and the sash 
cleaned up 0 Then the new glass 
W3s set, putty replaced, and the 
window washed o 

The painting crew painted 
the outside of the sash, replaced 
it, and painted the inside s 
About a dozen sash were 
done in this way. Meanv/hile a 
gang cut the weeds near the camp 
and picked up the cans and glass 
scattered around. 

Another group repainted the 
blue blazes on the spur trail 
to the peak. 

The roof detail daubed two 
gallons of coating on the worse 
spots on the roofing paper. 

(Also on the shoes, hand3, elbows, 
etc. of the girls involved.) 

There was plenty of time 
for fun and several trips to the 
peak, Tuesday evening was spent 
at the top watching the lights. 

The seeing was just fair with 
considerable haze. However, 
there wasn’t a drop of rain in 
the three days we were there- 
Four or five of the girls 
slept out on the flat above the 
Camp, and that area became known 
as Porcupine Alley. 

Before leaving on Wednesday 
morning the girls swept out the 
Camp thoroughly and disposed cf 
all food leftovers. 

The project was a great 
success from all angles . The 
girls had a good outing and the 
GIIC was greatly benefited. The 
jobs the girls did are the kind 
we always postpone for what we 
consider more important work. 

If more Campers could be 
induced to carry out a project 
like this it would help to make 
up for our man power shortage. 

While we are on the sub- 
ject, how about a work party to 
put that wallboard on Sunnyside? 



COMING EVENTS 

The next two outings arc 
in our fall series-outings . Tho 
transportation on these has to be 
arranged in advance so if you arc 
planning to go ploaso get in 
touch with Craigue or Vera Perkins 
by tho Friday evening preceding 
the hike. These trips give you 
a chance to add to your total 
Long Trail mileage. Better come. 

Time - Saturday, Sept, 29 
Place - Cowles Cove to Birch 
Glen 

This should prove an inter- 
esting trip. Since on approach 
trail is on the wost side of the 
range and the other on tho cast 
it looks as though wo l d have to 
divide the group for this one. 

One group will drive to 
Hanksvillo and the ”Boa.ne Farm” . 
Leaving cars there they will hike 
up to Birch Glen and from there 
north along Tho Long Trail to 
Cowles Cove and on to tho inter- 
section of The Long Trail with 
the Hedgehog Brook Trail, out 
this trail to the road to North 
Fays ton and Route 100, The other 
group will go in from North Fays- 
ton and do the hike in reverse. 

Wo'll meet somewhere cn route 
(wo hope) for lunch and exchange 
of car keys. Total hiking 7,2 mi. 


Time - Saturday, Oct. 13th 
Place - Boyce Shelter to 
Breadloaf Mt, 

Tho last of our Fall series- 
hikes goes on from whore the 1954 
fall series left off. We will 
use the Burnt Hill approach trail 
which comes out on a public road 
back of Broad Loaf English School 
as we did before. 

After leaving Boyce Shelter 
we will go on to Mt, Boyce, Bat- 
toll Mt, and Breadloaf Mt, From 
there wo will use another approacl: 
trail to bring us back down to a 
public road which loads to Ripton-, 

This trip promises at least 
two good lookouts and view of 
Skylight Pond. Tho total hiking 
distance on this one is about 
8,3 miles. 

RUMMAGE SALE * FRIDAY, OCT. 26 

The Rummage Sale date has 
been set. Mark Thursday, Oct, 25, 
on your calendar as the day you 
will bring your load of rummage 
to be sold on Friday. The Sale 
will be in the Neighborhood Rooms 
as usual and wo will bo there 
from 9 A.M, to 5 P.M, Thursday 
to receive material and get it 
ready for soiling. 

There is a good market for 
most anything. Some of the item- 


in the clothing line which v/e 
usually find ourselves short of 
are the larger sizes in women* s 
clothing and all sorts of men* s 
and boy*s clothing. Me could 
always sell more children *s 
things if v/e had them* Underwear 
is a good item, too, even if in 
need of small repairs. China, 
glassware, ornamental objedts, 
cooking utensils, and the like 
are all good sellers. 

If you have material and no 
way of getting it to us call 
Craigue Perkins (3-7954) before 
Thursday, Oct. 25th; 

Vie need helpers anytime 
Thursday for sorting and pricing. 

On Friday help is especially 
needed for the first couple of 
hours (9-11) when business is 
really rushing. Please let us 
hear from you if you can help 
out at any time. 

This is our one big money 
raising project of the year. 

It’s success depends on having a 
large supply of material. Let’s 
see if we can top last year’s 
net of 0121.39. 

ui'iscnsuuLLD '/oi:ic fafty 

It started out as an after- 
noon walk by two Killing ton Sec. 
GMCers to take a look at the new 
bridge over Hill Fiver which 
is nearing completion. Incidental- 
ly, if you don’t think this bridge 
that Emile is building is quite 
a project you have a surprise 
coming 1 

The day v/as so nice that 
after viewing the bridge we de- 
cided to go on to Clarendon 
Lodge via the Long Trail. We 
v/e re glad of the new markings 
here as the recent lumbering has 
certainly changed the look of 
things in this area. 

Arrived at the Lodge we 
found that the last users had 
left a fine pile of wood and 
also a collection of leftover 
supplies which covered about 
half the table. Their intentions 


were good as they had left every* 
thing v/ell stored in plastic bags 
and a note saying all v/as fresh 
as of September 1st. Apparently 
it hadn’t occurred to them that 
there might not be anyone along 
immediately to use them 0 As the 
supplies were already more than 
a week old v/e decided to dispose 
of them. 

Burning seemed to offer the 
quickest and neatest method of 
disposal. So v/e stuffed a few 
papers and a little kindling in 
the stove, lit them and started 
dumping in the left-overs. Toe 
late we realized that the sto^e 
grate was practically non-exisr- 
ant so everything was falling 
directly into the ash pan i 

In the end we carted every- 
thing to the dump and cleaned c i'~ 
the stove. We also removed the 
boughs from the bunks and swepn 
up the needles. Two windows wore 
open when v/e arrived; these wc 
closed and wedged shut with small 
pieces of wood - those latches 
really should be fixed. 

There is a roof leak which 
needs fixing and the whole roof 
could v/ell be coated. A mebal 
strip should be put on the boltou. 
of the door which is shov/ing the 
effect of porkie gnav/ings. Some 
thing should be done soon abo ut 
the stove. 

This is the nicest shelter 
in our Section. A little work :no w 
will put it back in A-l condit'e e. 
Lot’s have a planned v/ork party 
soon and do it. 

NEWS FLASH 

Tv/o of our Killington Sec- 
tion members, Cecile Campbell and 
Emile Bosolli, who have been work*-. 
ing together this year in getting 
out SMOKE & BLAZES , are soon 
going into partnership in a big 
way. Cecile came back from her 
vacation v/ith a very pretty rir v 
and they have wedding plans f c . 
October 27th. Best wishes to 
you, Cecile and Emile. 


CAMEL’S HUMP IN THE RAIN 

Thorc arc many times during 
the year when Camel’s Hump is 
a formidable mountain to climb, 

A few we cks ago, at the end of 
summer, six Killington Section 
hikers didn’t think thorc was 
much to worry about in this re- 
spect. However, we had an ex- 
perience worth remembering. 

After planting one car at 
the Winooski river road crossing, 
and with the second car reaching 
the start of oar hike, the 
Forestry Trail, wo were ready 
for the climb. This was quite 
a time consuming operation. We 
had left Rutland, Vermont about 
7:30 A *Mi It was now 10:45 A.M. ' 

By this time, it was raining, 
a drizzle that wo did not know 
whether or not was to be just a 
mountain shower or an all day 
rain. Regardless of weather, 
we decided to go on. What’s a 
little rain at the end of summer? 

This is an easy trail. It • 
climbs at a moderate grade, and 
goes through beautiful hard wood 
forest. We had decided to tako 
the Alpine Trail where it cross- 
es the Forestry trail in order 
to see the remains of the army 
plane which crashed hero in 1944. 

With the rain still beating 
down on us, wo were wet from 
hoad to too. In fact we were 
drenched, cold, and beginning 
to think we were a bit on the 
loony side. The sight of the 
wrecked plane didn’t holp any to 
heighten our spirits. The two 
youngsters (speedy hikers) 
hadn’t been seen for some time. 

On reaching the side cliff , 
just below the summit, the wind 
was blowing at terrific speed. 

We hugged the wall and inched 
our way along. Our hands were 
numb. The rain was letting up 
some, but the wind was more diffi- 
cult to contend with. Someone’s 
cap blow off, and was caught on 
the fly. Wo scrambled to the 


top and wore rewarded for about 
one minute with a view of the 
valley when the clouds separated 
juc^t long enough for a quick 
look. The girls weren’t on the 
peak. We didn’t expect they 
would be waiting for us in that 
cold, "Most likely they ran for 
shelter below", was the thought wo 
expressed. 

When we reached the tin hut, 
we found the$i, cold and shiver- 
ing, and wondering whore we had boor 
They had missed the Alpine Trail, 
and didn’t get to the top of the 
mountain at all. Those of us 
who had wool shirts in our packs, 
took them out, and after taking 
the wet ones off, put on the 
dry ones. What a comfort I 

We hurried on to Gorham 
Lodge. What a blessed relief i 
A fire was burning in the stove, 
and two young men were packing 
and getting ready to leave. Wo 
stayed here longer than we should 
have but we wanted to get warm 
and a little dryer. Wo ate our 
lunch and then moved on. 

From - here on, the going 
was rough, in and out of woods, 
over ridges and several pronounced 
knobs. The sun was out at last, 
and the wind blowihg strong 
enough to dry us off. 

Over Spruce Knob and down 
to Wiley Lodge I It was getting 
late so we stopped only long 
enough to take a look at this 
beautiful lodge built in 1949 by 
the Long Trail Patrol. This 
Lodge was made possible by a 
generous gift from William 0. 

Wiley of the New York Section. 

A fund for its perpetual main- 
tenance has been established. 

After leaving Wiley Lodge, 
we continued north on the Trail 
through the woods, following 
Gleason Brook, and finally 
coming out in a pasture that the 
Guide Book says comes "to the 
river road." 

It was a long, long day. We 
won’t forget Camel’s Hump in thd Re 


BURNT ROCK MOUNTAIN 

Saturday, September 15th at 
7 A.M.; all aboard for another 
trip on the Long Trail, 

Wo left one car at Couching 
Lion Farm and then drove back 
to North Fayston, if you know 
where that is. The Hedgehog 
Brook approach trail w as an 
easy climb. Although it is not 
well marked we had no trouble 
following it. It apparently 
has had some use this summer. 

Only an hour and a half was 
required to roach the Long Trail 
south of Burnt Rock Mountain. 

At this point wo turned north 
toward the rocky summit. The 
Trail had been recently cleared 
and was in good condition. Blazes 
and signs were good in this area 
also. 

At 12:30 wc had lunch on the 
bare top of Burnt Rock Mountain 
which deserves its reputation 
for providing one of the best 
views along the Trail, Thcro 
are no nearby peaks except the 
Allens directly north. Wo could 
see the White Mountains to tho 
east and Vermont from Lake 
Willoughby to Killington, To 
the west we could see nearly 
the full length of Lake Cham- 
plain but low clouds hid the 
Adirondaks . 

Speaking of clouds, they 
began to drift by through the 
pass below us and for a while 
we thought wo were in for 
another wotting but it hold off 
till we were most home. 

The Trail led by Mt, Ira Allen 
just under the cliffs near the 
top. Then came the two peaks of 
Ethan Allen. 

As we started down Camel’s 
Hump camo into view and was 
visible most of the way to 
Montclair Glen Lodge. The Trail 
was good and not too rough. 

The Lodge was clean and in good 
condition. The register had been 
there a year. Wo signed it. 


After a short rest we descen- 
ded to Wind Gap and start of the 
Doan Trail out to Couching Lion 
Farm. We passed several beaver 
ponds near the Gap with some 
signs of fresh work. 

About 6 P.M, after eight hours 
on the trail wo reached our car 
and started toward homo. 

This wasn’t so exciting a trip 
as the Camels Hump battle but 
it was a good hike on a good 
Trail on a good day. 

NEW ARRIVAL 

We have a new prospective 
Killington Section GMC member. 
Section president, Jack Martin 
and Janet Martin arc the parents 
of another daughter, Nancy Lynn 
Martin, born on September 1st. 
Congratulations . 

BOOK REVIEW - SWIFT IN THE NIGHT 

"Swift In The Night", by 
II. B. Mowery is an entertaining 
and informative book on animals 
and plants. Anyone who enjoys 
watching foxes and rabbits, will 
enjoy the tales of those and 
other wild creatures, and most 
readers will be surprised to read 
that wolves are timid beasts. 

Hungry hikers will like tho chap- 
ters on wild mushrooms, and on 
plants. Ever try fried dandelion 
blossoms? B.B. 

SUMMER HOMES IN NATIONAL FORESTS 

An article in tho September 
issue of AMERICAN FORESTS explains 
how under certain conditions 
summer homes may bo built in Natior 
al Forests. When summer home sites 
are available in a specific Forest 
the location must bo approved by 
the Forestry Service. Permits 
for tho use of the land arc issued 
from year to year, at a moderate 
fee. Restrictions and special rul^:. 
vary with local conditions. An 
interesting idea. 



COINING EVENTS 

TIME - Sunday, October 21 
PLACE » Mt, Okcrao 

Here Is a short hike with 
a wonderful view to a mountain 
we have not visited for several 
years. The road goes to within 
lc 3 s than one-half mile from the 
top, so it will be a very short 
hike . 

The trip will leave the 
Meleon School at 10:30 A. to., 
so everyone should be able to 
make this one withput rushing. 

Sec you there. 

TIKE - Saturday, November 3 
PLACE - Little Rock lond 

Previous trips to this 
pleasant pond have usually been 
during Spring flower or Summer 
glory. This should be a chance 
for an ''of f-season* 1 visit for 
those familiar with the locale, 
and a trip of discovery for 
those new to Little Rock Pond. 
There is a possible good view 
from the Green Lts.,a mile west. 

This hike is about 1^.3 mi. 

(2 3/4- lars.), total, all on 
The Long Trail. The trip will 
leave Kelaon at 9:30 A.K. 

TILE - Sunday, November 18 
PLACE - t V ? KYSTER HIKE V V 


This relatively short hike 
offers one of the best views in 
our vicinitv. weather permitting. 

(2 mi. 1500 ft*). Wo plan on 
leaving holdon at 10:00 ,A„M. , 
with prepared instructions for 
reaching the still to be reveal- 
ed goal. 

REMINDER 

RUMMAGE SALE - OCT. 26th 

We need the support of every- 
one to make the sale a success. 
Remember we will bo in The Ncigh- 
boriiooa Rooms ail day Thursday, 

Oct. 25th, to receive your contri- 
butions- le is important to have 
things in that day so they are 
ready for sale when wo open on 
Friday morning. 

Wc would still like to hear 
from people who would be able to 
help on the sale, either Thursday 
or Friday - or both! 

’With our tig bridge project 
this year we arc more anxious 
than ever to have the sale not us 
a ^ood sum to help fill up our 
treasury. We need plenty of tilings 
to sell, so search out evorythnig 
you have no further use for ana 
let us have it. Contact your 
friends too, and see if they have 
anything they'd like to get ria of. 
Here is a chance to help yourselves 
and us at the same time. 


COVBjS COViZ TO EIHCK GU! T 


BR-.-J.-AcmF 


Divided we hiked, to save 
the many .lies we would have to 
drive to plant cars. One group 
went in iron $. Faystcn, and one 
from hanks vi lie . All were to 
meet for lunch. 

For a while tne h, Fay 3 ton 
hikers were'nt sure they would 
ever meet. Aeuehbering a left- 
hand turn at the sta.rt of the ap- 
proach trail, they started up a 
wood road, wondering why they 
didn't remember the little bridge 
and the old lumbering jobs. They 
tried a side trail which promptly 
petered out. The main trail sud- 
denly lost itself tec. As the 
perplexed group started back to 
the beginning, they remembered a 
discussion about two bridges when 
we tool, this trail two weeks age. 

Ve. had crossed one brid .e too 
many. Soon we were on the right 
trail with its familiar blowdowns 
and muddy spots. V/e were glad, to 
finally see the mustard-colored 
blazes . 

It vras the warmest day for 
weeks, which made the ascent seem 
stepper than before, hut tne 
woods were lovely, with a...at spe- 
cial golden autumn glow, and views 
mar the oop colorful indeed. A 
pause for light refresh ent near 
the top of the Hedgehog Brook 
Trail gave everyone renewed pep. 

The last mile to Cowles Cove was 
through lovely evergreen weeds. 
There the two groups had a lei- 
surely lunch hour, near the nice, 
new shelter. 

The Trail beyond Cowle3 Cove 
was pleasantly varied, with the 
first mile a scramble over recks 
and roots, and so side-hilly one 
wished for waipahccfus legs, tem- 
porarily, of course. 

The rest of the way was 
through pleasant woodland, and we 
stomped briefly at birch C-len. 

" Vie had far-reaching, glorious- 
ly colored views as ve neared the 
Deane Farm, and decided nothing 
was nicer than a hike in tne fall. 


(.nee again good weather 
made ^ctofcer 13 th another good 
hiking day. 

One car was parked at the 
Steam hill site way off up in 
the weeds north of hip ten. The 
other car was left at Breadlcaf 
Summer School and si;; of us went 
up the Burnt Hill Trail to the 
Long Trail. 

It was a long two miles up 
hill. The Trail was easily 
followed but could stand 3cwe 
brushing at the upper end and 
signs near the start. 

doing north on the Long 
Trail, ve found it had been re- 
cently worked as far as Eateli 
Fountain. Log ce Shelter was in 
good condition. 

The forest across this 
part of the Trail was almost 
completely blown down by the 
hurricanes. How spruce and balsam 
are coning in and in a few years 
this will be a very pretty area. 

At Skylight Fend, where we 
had lunch, we met a party from 
Liddlebury College staying at 
Skyline Lodge, which was in fine 
condition. 

.men though t e air temper- 
ature was in the seventies, there 
was a thin coating of ice over 
v art of the Fend at nocn, be- 
lieve it or net. 

The slide down the Breadlcaf 
Trail really was something l Don't 
ever try to go ur that way with 
a pack. They should build a one 
m.iie ladder down from the top. 

The trail was easily follow- 
od down to a lumber job but be- 
yond t ...at point just disappeared, 
he saw only two blazes and no 
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ALvib Tr.L lit AIL 


Two Kil..irr;ton Section 
members hi Led tne Trail bet; »en 
the ii idle bury and Brandon laps 
recently. This was a repeat 
trip for one cl us and we "ere 
surprised to discover hew much 
one forgets about a section of 
Trail in a couple of years. 

After we left the La ! e pleiad 
area th° only thi: .r.s which 
seemed familiar were the rain 
and Sue her Brock Shelter] 

v> visited the Voter-* hiite 
Lodge this true and enjoyed its 
torch which overlooks Lake 
Pleiad. t;e reached there before 
the rain and the Lake was really 
lovely with its tapestry back- 
ground of hills in fall foliage. 
Altogether a. good trip in spite 
of the rain. 

be continue to marvel at 
how other Sections see-: to be 
able to keep registers in their 
shelters. he'd like to know 
then secret. These registers 
are interesting to look over, and 
give an idea of how : uch the 
Trail is being used, and tell of 
conditions found bo hikers. 


he 


ational parks .issoc. 


is an independent, non-profit 
organization w_th nation-wide 
me: her ship gu ardr .,g A: erica 1 s 
heritage of scenic wilderness , 


was founded in 191: 


ana i: 


the publisher of LATIChAL lAAIn 
; An ALL. b . 

21,000,000 acres of the 
most beautiful land in A: erica 
belongs to you. 

Because those lands are 


o-cvernnent, i osr 
■i'.'hat: 


?ople believe 
that t hey will re;: ■ain inviolate, 
but this is not necessarily so-- 
not sc long as selfish interests 
seek to have bills introduced 
in Congress waking it legal to 
graze livestock, cut forests, 
develop mines, and dam. rivers 
for power within the parks. It 
is possible for a snail minority 
wording through Congress to have 
its way over an unorganized 
majority. 

Through the LATIhhAL PARLE 
IvAGAbllL , you will be informed 
of any pla: s proposed that- would 
provide profit for a few, yet 
would destroy the heritage of 
many . 

If vou are interested. 


write: national lark 


2jJ.Ii L ovrei 
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Ac s c c i no i on 
hashing ton. 


hlnH SILLLiA r. ILL 


Two of our hilling ton 
Section, California - .embers. 

Bob and Thelma Perkins, spent 
part of their summer vacation 
hiking with the Sierra , t. Club. 

he think a story about 
hiking; with that Club would be 
interesting to our Can on fountain 
Club members . Hew about a story, 
The I a ? 


4 . 
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COMING EVENTS 

Time - Saturday, Dec. 1st 
= TTace - Beechwood - Covered Dish 
Supper 

Once again it is tiihe for 
our annual covered dish supper 
at Beechwood. We hope you will 
all plan to come. In order to 
be sure of a good variety of 
food we would like everyone to 
call Janet Martin, PR 3-8321, 
and tell her what you would like 
to bring by Friday night. It 
would be appreciated if you 
would call in the evening, if 
possible. Plan to come early 
and take a walk, or sit and chat 
during the afternoon. Supper 
will be served at 6 P.M, Please 
bring your own dishes and silver. 

Time - Saturday, Dec. 15th 
Place - Griffith Lake 

This will be a new trip to 
most of us as we will hike to 
Griffith Lake by way of the Lake 
Trail from US 7 two miles south 
of Danby. According to the Guide 
Book this trail should be quite 
scenic as there are two good 
lookouts . 

Since this is a fairly long 
trip - about 3,7 miles in- (3 hrs . 
estimate going up; 2 hrs. return- 


Nov. 1956 

ing down) we will Leave from 
Meld on School at 8:30 A.M* 

RUMMAGE SALE NETS $121.03 

Another successful Rummage 
Sale has come and gone, adding a 
substantial amount to Killington 
Section’s treasury. 

Each year we are pleased with 
the amount and type of material 
which comes in for the sale and 
hope that our members can keep on 
supplying us. We have a number of 
regular customers who watch for 
the GMC sale and come and buy, no 
matter how many other sales are 
in progress the same day. This 
keeps business good and makes us 
feel sure that we really offer 
good bargains, so the sale bene- 
fits sellers and buyers alike. 

It’s not too early to put 
aside a good big box marked "Rum- 
mage 1 ' to receive any items for 
which you have no further use as 
you finish with them. In this way 
you’ll be ready for us when the 
call for Rummage goes out again 
next fall. 

Our thanks to all who supplier 
material, and an extra "thank you 1 ’ 
to "T" Valiquette, Ruth Fostman, 
and Eleanor Walker who assisted ir 
pricing and/or selling and cleanin 
up. We needed their help. 


KILLINGTON SECTION GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


MT. OKEHO 


Sunny, summer -war fa weather, 
and an easy hike brought out 
several hikers on October 21st, 
Most of them drove to a parking 
lot about a half mile from the 
top, and had an easy hike up. 

Here were good picnic facilities, 
a fire tower with a wide though 
hazy view, rocks for little 
Carol Martin to play on, and a 
generally good place for relax- 
ing, Several of the men tried 
to measure the fire tower, using 
various mathematical methods. 

Meanwhile, two hikers and 
a dog, wishing a longer hike, 
had tried coming up the long way, 
along the ski lift. They start- 
ed from a parking place at the 
bottom of the lift, and follow- 
ed the poles, thinking this 
would be more direct than the 
winding road. It was direct, 
all right, directly up, a steep 
but peaceful ascent. Many 
pauses were made to enjoy the 
beauty of the woods, and catch 
the breath. During one of these 
pauses, a beautiful woodpecker, 
with glossy, ebony black, back, 
and a buttercup yellow spot on 
his head, flew into sight - the 
rare Artie, threc-toed, wood- 
pecker. It turns up in Vermont 
only once in a couple of years, 
though fairly common in the 
spruce forests of Canada . This 
made the v/hole trip worthwhile, 
to one of the hikers, at least. 

The next question was what 
lay over the hill? Would it be 
more poles, the road, the fire 
tower in sight, or a dead end? 

The ridge in question had been 
in sight ever since leaving the 
road, but now it was finally 
topped, and there were more 
poles U 

Another ridge topped, and 
sight of a ski hut, but no road, 
no tower, just forest closing 
in. However, there was a map, 
and the hungry-by-now hikers 


tried to deduce how to to get to 
the top, and started off on an old, 
rough, woods road. But alas l It 
soon plunged steeply downhill, 
and the pair wanted to go up. 

What to do? A clearing was noted, 
explored, and it proved to be a 
ski trail, going up, so it was 
followed; But it wound around 9 
They were getting discouraged, 
Mutterings were heard that retreat 
might be best, A dog barking 
sounded hopeful, but that, too, 
went down the mountain, obviously 
a beagle hunting. Shouts brought 
no answer. Finally a boy and his 
mother were spotted ahead i They 
were on the trail. The old lady 
said it was a half mile to the 
tower and a rough trail, but it 
seemed like a boulevard after the 
rough ski trail, and soon the 
tower was in sight. 

The party was then reunited, 
all but the two dogs, who were 
speedily separated. At last, at 
1:30 lunch wa3 enjoyed by the 
famished pair, their appetites 
well whetted by the spice of ad- 
venture • 

After a long, leisurely, 
lunch hour, everybody went down 
the mountain, thankful for the 
opportunity to hike in the sun- 
shine of a wonderful, Indian 
summer, day. 

A SUGGESTION 

Recently one of our Jr, mem- 
bers asked shy a story of Green 
Mountain Club activities couldn’t 
be written up in the Rutland 
Herald so that other young people 
would know that there is such a 
thing as a hiking club where 
young people are welcome. 

We think this is a splendid 
suggestion, and recommend that 
something be dorsr along this line. 

That something could be the 
appointing of a Jr. as chairman 
to follow through with the 
above . 


FOE THE BIRDS 


LITTLE ROCK PO ND TRIP 

by 

Rachel Bell 

On November fourth at ten- 
thirty, a group of 22 hikers, 
including Girl Scout Troop Two 
of Dana School, left Danby for 
Little Rock Pond, which was a 
two and a half mile hike on 
the Long Trail, each way. It 
was a mild gray day; some of 
us hiked in shirt sleeves. 

When we arrived there, we 
discovered a beautiful, medium- 
sized pond. On an island we 
found a lean-to and a fireplace, 
over which we cooked our lunch. 

We also discovered an old, 
partly sunken row boat. When 
it was time to get the water, 

three of us "Captain John 

Smith, Pocahontas, and an In- 
dian guide" paddled to the 

other end of the pond where 
there was a spring. Standing 
up we used the primitive pad- 
dles which were in the boat 
for oars. 

We were all sorry to leave 
this lovely spot just as the 
sun came out, but we will re- 
turn some time again l 

MYSTERY SOLVED 

With the first fall of 
snow, and enthusiastic group 
of a dozen hikers, the desti- 
nation of the Mystery Hike was 
found to be the Tall Timber 
Camping Area in Mendon. 

This proved to be an ideal 
spot for a day in the woods, 
to romp and play in the snow, 
to take short walks on the 
nearby trails, and to enjoy 
the shelter of one of the 
cabins . 

We were pleased to see one 
of our members of long standing. 
Bill Allard, who was doing some 
hunting in the area with friends. 

Penny, the Bell dog, became 
so tired, he wanted to stay in 
camp for the night, but was 
persuaded to move on. 


Why not start the interest- 
ing hobby of bird watching by 
feeding birds this winter? These 
free meals will bring you enjoy- 
ment and happiness, for birds 
soon become daily visitors when 
given proper food. 

Birds appreciate a variety 
of wholesome seeds. Seeds of 
sunflower, broken corn, cracked 
wheat, hemp, buchwheat, millet, 
hulled oats and certain other 
seeds are favorite of most birds. 
A little grit is need to supply 
calcium and phosphorus. 

Outdoor seed mixtures may 
be bought for as little as five 
pounds for $1.10. 

There are all types of 
bird feeders on the market. If 
you are a beginner at this fas- 
cinating hobby, why not send for 
a free catalog. The Hyde Bird 
Feeder Company of 56 Felton St., 
Waltham, Massachusetts will be 
glad to oblige. 

A friend of ours with the 
long standing hobby of bird 
watching told us that he has 
come to notice what marked per- 
sonalities the different species 
have. The flicker, despite his 
large size and formidable beak 
is always the perfect gentleman, 
so that even the little junco 
that is being chased off contin- 
ually by the other birds will eat 
right alongside him without any 
fear. The blackbirds are crafty 
and smart. They are never sat- 
isfied with merely finishing the 
food when it is spread out on a 
cardboard but afterwards must 
also move the cardboard to see if 
they can find any more stray bits 
underneath. 

Once started on this inter- 
esting project of feeding the 
birds, you will want to know more 
about them. There are books you 
will want to buy to help you 
identify your friends. There are 
even records of expertly record- 
ed bird songs. 

V/hy not get started? 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS 


COVERED DISH SUPPER 


We know it's not original 
And it’s certainly not new. 
But the staff of SMOKE & 
BLAZES 

Wishes you a Merry Christmas 
and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 




COMING EVENTS 


Time - Sunday, January 6th 
Place - Gov, Clement Shelter- 
Snowshoe Hike 

It is hoped that this hike 
will be blessed with a fall of 
beautiful, new snow, but in 
any event there should be 
plenty of snow in this area in 
January for a good hike that 
will not be too strenuous. 

This would be a good trip for 
skiers too, as it follows an 
old road which is not plowed in 
winter, Hope we’ll see you 
there with your skiis or snow- 
shoes, We will leave the Mel- 
don School, at 10:00 A.M. 

Time - Saturday, January 19 or 
Sunday, January 20 
Place - Tucker Lodge - Moonlight 
Hike. 


The annual covered dish sup- 
per was held at Beechwood on 
Dec. 1st. There was a good crowd 
of 36 for supper. About half of 
them came early enough to hike 
around a bit in the afternoon. 

As usual everyone stuffed 
themselves on a variety of deli- 
cious dishes, including two very 
nice Hungarian dishes brought by 
Mrs. Horner. It’s always nice to 
have something different as well 
as the old standbys like Mary’s 
beans, Joe's mother’s spaghetti, 
and Vera’s lemon pies, that we 
enjoy every year. 

The youngest hikers present, 
Carol Martin and Mike Keenan, even 
had their own table and chairs. 

It was good at this party to see 
some of our members who are not 
able to be with us as often as we 
might wish. 

After supper, while a few of 
the ladies cleaned up, our pres- 
ident, Jack Martin, played his 
accordion and led the group in 
singing some old familiar songs. 
Then we looked back over the years 
to the early forties and some of 
Killington Section's first hikers. 
It was certainly amazing to see 
how many of our junior members hac 
grown up into senior members. 


GRIFFITH LAKE HIKE 

This is the story of a hike 
that didn’t come off. In spite of 
a beautiful fresh snowfall only 
a handful of people showed up 
at Meld on for the outing i 

After a conference it was 
decided to go into Clarendon 
for more work on the broken sash. 

This plan was carried out 
and the poor old Clarendon stove 
put on its usual good performance 
We were warm and cozy even though 
the weather turned blustery and 
two of the sash were out for 
repairs . 

One more trip to set the 
glass ought to put this Comp 
back in the excellent column. 

Who ’ 3 going? 

WANTED WANTED \ W ANTS I ’. 

Wanted: more material for 
SMOKE & BLAZES. We need new 
writers, new viewpoints, new 
ideas. Too often we are putting 
out only three pages instead of 
four. There are plenty of people 
in the Club who could contribute 
material that would be of inter- 
est to all of us. If you ever 
did anything interesting it isn’t 
fair to keep it to yourself. 

Did you ever go on a trip? 

Go fishing? Get lost? Get 
found? Get mad? Read a book? See 
a movie? Watch an exciting 1 com- 
mercial on television? Cultivate 
a hobby? Have an idea? Have 
an opinion^ Core a darn about 
anything? 

If you con answer "Yes" to 
any of the above let SMOKE & 
BLAZES have the story to pass 
along to the other ci^ib members. 
They would be interested and 
maybe surprised. 

ATTENTION JUNIOR MEMBERS 

For loan - one pair of 
hiking boot’s', size 6-E. If in- 
terested call Janet Martin 


at Pr-3-6821* 

TIPS ON WINTER HIKING 

In winter it is very impor- 
tant to be w&ll prepared when 
one hits the Trail. In summer 
wet feet may not feel too good 
but in winter it could be disas- 
tcrous. Therefore, it is Always 
a good idea to carry a couple of 
extra pairs of wool socks. (Wool 
socks are best for hiking be- 
cause wool retains mors of its 
insulating properties when wet 
than other fibers which become 
matted when wet and cause blist- 
ers and cold feet. 

Another must is an extra 
sweater. It is better not to be 
too bundled up when actually hik- 
ing because you will get uncomfort- 
ably warm and wet with perspira- 
tion. When you stop you get very 
cold. Then is when a spare 
sweater will feel extra good. 

A small pack is a good in- 
vestment because it will hold 
your lunch and extra clothing. 

You will find it easier to hike 
with your hands free, you are 
less apt to lose your balance, 
and if you find you arc too worm 
you have some place to put that 
jacket or sweater. You may bo 
glad you brought later in the 
day. 

There is no need to stay 
home in the winter if you dress 
warmly and take core to be pre- 
pared for the cold and possible 
wetness of winter and spring 
hiking. 

WE’RE SORRY 

In one of our frequent men- 
tal lapses we omitted the name of 
Sharon Krause from the list of 
helpers at our recent Rummage 
Sale, Our apologies Sharon, we 
did appreciate your assistance. 


TIPS ON CHRISTMAS TREES 

Whatever plans you have for 
your Christinas tree a good tree 
to start with is important. 

Some of the things which are 
generally considered as charact- 
eristics of a good tree are: a 
good green color, symetrical 
shape with full bottom branches 
and a good top, branches stiff 
enough to support lights, and 
needles which do not drop too 
readily. 

What kind of a tree will 
you choose? Personally, we al- 
ways thought the spruce was the 
ideal Christmas tree, but the 
experts say fir is better, es- 
pecially for indoor use as spruce 
sheds it's needles too rapidly. 
Here is how you can distinguish 
between the two. Firs have flat 
needles spaced out along the 
stems which, when pulled off, 
leave smooth oval scars. 

Spruce has prickly needles, 
square in cross section, which 
leave small projecting stumps 
when pulled off. 

Of course the size tree 
you will choose will depend en- 
tirely on where you want to use 
it. 

You can sometimes improve 
the shape a bit by adding a 
branch if one has broken or 
there bare spots. To do 
this, bore a hole in the trunk 
where you want the branch and 
insert one taken from a place 
where it will not be missed. 

A few slivers of wood edged in 
around it will make it fit 
tightly. 

Of course the fresher your 
tree is the better it will keep. 
You can add to its keeping quali- 
ties if, when you get it home, 
you cut an inch diagonal slice 
from the stump and place your 
tree in a pail of cold water 
with a cup of sugar added. Keep 
it outdoors until you want to 
use it. 

When it comes to decorating 
your tree, the General Electric 


Company offers this information 
on the effect of colored bulbs, 
which may give you some helpful 
lighting suggestions. Green 
bulbs accent the foliage color 
while red and yellow bulbs wash 
it out. The order of brightness 
of the bulbs is: white, orange, 
red, green, blue. When all colors 
are used at one time on a tree, 
using twice as many blue and green 
as the other colors will give the 
best effect. 

Whatever tree you select and 
however you trim it, have fun. 

OLD SUPERSTITUTIONS ON CHRISTMAS 
FOODS 

Refuse mince pie at Christmas 
dinner and you'll have ill luck 
all the year. 

Eat an apple at midnight on 
Christmas Eve and you'll have 
good health in the coming year. 

If the loaf of bread is left 
on the table after the Christmas 
Eve celebration there will bo no 
lack of bread in the house in the 
coming year. 

If you do not have plum pud- 
ding at Christmas time you will 
lose a friend during the coming 
year. 

A NEW YEAR 1 S CUSTOM 

It was an old English custom 
to clean the chimney at New Year's 
so good luck for the coming year 
could descend. 

Perhaps that is why we 
"clean the slate" and make Now 
Year's resolutions. 

Anyone know where the custom 
of not keeping them originated? 

CHRISTMAS PLANTS 

If you are giving plants for 
Christmas remember to choose those 
which will survive the warm, dry 
atmosphere of most of our homes 
in winter. You can't do much bet- 
ter than the Poinsetta or Christ- 
mas Cacti, old standbys but always 
welcome • 







ANNUAL MEETING SET AHEAD 

Eime - Thursday, January 24th 
Place - Riverside Reformatory 
Killing ton Sec. Annual Meeting 

Please note this is one week 
earl ier than" the date given on 
our schedule due to previous 
booking of the reformatory. 

We hope that all our members 
will try to make the supper and 
business meeting. 

Supper will be served at 6:30 
followed directly by a songfest,. 
The business meeting will be 
called to order about 8:00 with 
a short program of films after. 
The cost of the supper will be 
£1.00. If you can't make the 
supper try to make the meeting. 

Please make reservations for 
supper with Janet Martin, Pr-3- 
8621 by the evening of the 21st 
of Jan, so we can advise Miss 
Koltonski the exact number to 
PBBpore for. 


that the moon rises at 9:40 on 
Saturday and around 11 Sunday. 

So-- we'd best make our trek 
on Saturday, Be sure to bring 
your skis or snowshoes for 
hiking and a cup for the hot 
coffee and doughnuts v/hich 
will be served. Hope all the 

romanticists will join us 

and, bring a friend. 

Time - Feb. 9 Saturday, 9:30 AM 
Place - Mt, Carmel 

This is a new trip for 
winter hiking. We understand 
that the road is plowed as far 
as Mountain Top Inn so we 
plan to park onr cars there. 

The hike in to Carmel Camp 
from there is about 3 miles with 
no very difficult pitches. From 
Carmel Camp it is 1/2 mile to the 
top of Mt. Carmel where a small 
steel tower allows a splendid view. 
The trip is planned to leave from 
Meldon, 


COMING EVENTS 

Time - Saturday, Jan. 19th 8:30PM 
Place - Tucker Lodge by Moonlight 

Everyone can say a short 
prayer and cross their fingers 
for clear not too cold weather 
on Saturday the 19th for our 
moonlight hike to Tucker, 

After a belated scrutiny of 
"the Farmer's Almanac" we find 


SPECIAL 

Mr, & Mrs. Horner have very 
kindly offered to conduct a ski 
class for a group of ten or a 
dozen members. If there is any- 
one interested, please notify 
the Horners at 12 Cottage St. 
Sity. 


Vv CODS IN WINTER 


An Unscheduled Visit to 
Bell's Comp In' Winter 
By Karen Kennedy 

The Killington Section's 
latest hike was on Sunday tho 
6th of January* After a slight 
delay things got underway and 
everyone was ready to go at 
11:00 from Meldon School. The 
group consisted of Rachel Bell, 

Joe Hodeka, Jock and Janet 
Martin, and Mr. & Mrs. Horner, 
we were joined shortly by the 
Bells and their Girl Scouts 
at Bell's Camp. The hike was 
originally planned to go to 
Governor Clement Shelter in 
Shrewsbury for skiing and 
snowshoeing but as often the 
plans were altered because of 
zero weather. The group rode 
most of the way to Bell's Camp 
by station wagon and then 
hiked by road or the frozen 
lake. A fire was soon started 
and everyone enjoyed their 
lunch • 

The day proved very interest- 
ing, a group of stalwarts hiked 
across frozen Bomoseen to the 
site of on old stone house on 
the opposite shore. Others who 
were equipped tried skating in 
front of comp. Alas, all good 
things must come to on end so 
the reluctant group headed bock 
to Rutland at 4 PM. Thus ended 
a very pleasant day. 

HAV^ YOU NOTICED? 

Hove you looked recently at 
our "big mountains" about sunset 
time, especially after a new fall 
of snow? With their rosy peaks 
outlined against the sky, they 
look so worm and glowing it's 
hard to believe it's cold up 
there l Glimpse their frosty 
whiteness in the middle of the 
day, though, and you get quite 
a different feeling. Either way 
they are a port of winter that 
you shouldn't miss. 


Put your snowshoes in the 
car one of these fine, winter 
days and start off for a nearby 
woods. Even if you live near the 
center of town, 10 or 15 minutes 
will get you to where you can 
don snowshoes and take off over 
clean, unbroken snow, to enjoy 
the apparent solitude of the 
winter woods. 

There is a great quietness 
here. You hove tho whole woods 
to yourself, or so you think, 
but youre wrong. Somewhere in 
crevices in old walls or holes 
in the ground, are chipmunks 
with their stores of nuts in 
semi hibernation. Skunks and 
woodchucks may be around some- 
where oven though you neither 
see nor hear them, as they too, 
hibernate to some extent. That 
small pool that you passed by 
may be the winter horns of a tur- 
tle. They stay under water all 
winter. The crust over which 
your snowshoes click so lightly 
may cover a whole village of 
field mice. Wonder if they hear 
a noise on their roof os you 
walk over? 

Here and there will be 
tracks. A snowshoe rabbit, a 
squirrel, or even a deer, may 
hove passed by here not so long 
ago. 

Visit the woods often, keep 
your eyes open, step lightly as 
you walk about these winter 
quarters - perhaps one day you 
will be rewarded by a glimpse of 
one of the residents. 


ABOUT FOLKS VE KNOW 


Bob Perkins spent the week- 
end of January. 5th with Craigue 
and Mary Perkins. Boo was en 

route from Los Angeles, where 
he is now living, to Washington 
for a business conference. 

Betty Ball spent Christmas 
with her family in Florida, 


OLD TIME LEATHER FORECASTING 


In Vermont the weather is a 
topic of never failing interest. 

It changed too fast to become 
monotonous and presents a chal- 
lenge to try and predict what's 
coming next. 

The old timers didn't depend 
on barometers and high and low 
pressure areas to foretell the 
weather. Instead they were 
guided by a variety of "sayings", 
supposedly developed from observa- 
tion and past experience. We find 
a number of these recorded in 
copies of VERMONT WHITTLIN' ' S , the 
publication of The Vermont Folk- 
lore Society. 

Here are a few applicable to 
this time of year; 

As the days begin to lengthen 

The cold begins to strengthen, 
(The temperature on Friday, Jan. 11 
would seem to bear this out'.);) 

Snow that comes in the "old" of 
the moon will last, that which 
comes in the "new" of the moon 
will melt quickly. 

Then the cat rushes around and 
chases its tail the wind will blow. 

Thick skin on an onion (or 
apple) means a "hard" winter. 

Sunset clear on Friday night, 
storm before Monday night. 

If the snow on the road melts 
off, the next storm will be rain, 
if it blows off, the next storm 
will be snow. (This is reckoning 
without salt.) 

Did you remember to observe 
the black and brown caterpillars 
last fall? No? Then we have no 
way of telling whether we've had 
our coldest weather yet or not. 

If you had notices and the black 
was heavy on the front end that 
would show that the first part of 
the winter would be the most 
severe, while if it were heavy on 


the rear end the last part of 
the v/inter would be the worse. 

Maybe Ground Hog Day will 
solve that problem. As you 
know if he sees his shadow he 
goes back in for six weeks more of 
winter, If he doesn't, there 
will be an early spring. As 
Ground Hog Day is February 2nd, 
it's a waste of energy for him 
to come and look. Anyone 
want to bet there won't be six 
more weeks of winter anyway? 

For some who don't active- 
ly enjoy winter weather it 
might help to "while away" the 
time to k.ep a check on some of 
these sayings and see how much 
foundation they have in fact. 

We'd like to hear you conclusions- 
if any; 

"THE SINGING WILDERNESS " 

THE SINGING WILDERNESS by 
Sigurd Olson > reviewed in the Dec- 
ember issue of AMERICAN FORESTS, 
sounds like a book many GMCers 
v/ould enjoy. 

We have all heard some of the 
"musio of the wilderness voices", 
as the spring peeper, the cricket, 
the robin calling for rain - a 
few of the more familiar ones a- 
round home. 

"The SINGING WILDERNESS has 
to do with the calling of loons, 
northern lights, and the great 
silences of the land lying north- 
west of Lake Superior," 

In this country travel is 
still by pack and canoe o^er the 
ancient trails of Indians. A 
hunter, fisherman, and white water 
canoist, Mr. Olson has travelled 
hundreds of miles in the North 
Woods. He hears music in the 
"soft guttering of a campfire or 
the beat of rain on a tent." 

Sigurd Olson is writing of 
the joy and satisfaction to be 
found in the outdoors if you spend 
a little effort and imagination, 
to discover it. 

His book might help us to 
discover more of it right here in 
Vermont on our own Long Trail 





PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

We have had a fine year 
filled with many and varied ac- 
tivities. My thanks go to those 
of you who worked to make them 
a success. 

During the coming year we 
look forward to completion of 
the new footbridge spanning the 
Mill River near Route 103. Ten- 
tatively a bridge dedication is 
planned as an activity during 
the main club annual meeting. 

We note that our senior 
membership has remained steady 
while the junior membership has 
declined. Rachel Bell has 
agreed to act as a Junior Chair- 
man for Publicity. 

It is hoped that more joint 
activities can be planned like 
the hike with the Brattleboro 
Section during the year. It 
may be possible to invite a 
northern section along for our 
4th of July trip. 

Harold Valiquette has ac- 
cepted the job of shelters chair- 
man for this year. It is hoped 
that a thorough checking system 
will make it easier to keep all 
section shelters up to snuff. 

Like the coming of seed 
catalogs we hope this year will 
be a fruitful and a happy one. 

Jack Martin 


COMING EVENTS 

Winter Weekend - Feb. 23-24 
Place - Cralgue Perkin's Camp 

Once again it is time for our 
annual Winter Weekend at Craigue's 
Camp. Those who have attended be- 
fore will not want to miss this 
one and new members are urged to 
attend as this is a wonderful op- 
portunity to really get acquainted, 
Vera has volunteered to plan the 
meals so we know they will be de- 
lightful. Since everyone takes 
their turn at cooking and cleanup 
it is a holiday for everyone. 

As usual the cost will be kept 
at a minimum and separate charges 
will be made for each meal. These 
will average about 50jzf per meal. 
Reservations must be made with 
Mary Perkins by Wednesday, Feb. £©. 
(Tel. 3-7954) Be sure and tell 
her whether you plan to stay over 
night and which meals you wish to 
attend. If it will be necessary 
for you to come into Rutland for 
Church on Sun. please make arrange- 
ments for your own transportation. 

Time - March 10 or 17 
Place - Swezy Camp - Bourn Pond 
Joint outing with the 
Brattleboro Section. 

Donald Kent of the Brattle- 
boro Section has written suggest- 


ing a joint snovshoe-ski hike 
from Swezy Camp to Bourn Pond. 

We are writing him suggest- 
ing either the 10th or 17th of 
March, Since S MOKE & BLAZES for 
March probably v/ill not reach 
you before the 19th, please watfih 
the Rutland Herald, or call 
Jack Martin the week before the 
10th to verify the date and time. 

Don reports the road is 
open from Manchester Depot near- 
ly to Bourn Pond. He suggests, 
if he can assemble some jeeps, 
everyone could be transported 
into Swezy Camp. From there to 
Bourn Pond is all level or easy 
grades so should be good terrain 
for snowshoes or skis. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Kil- 
lington Section of the Green Moun- 
tain Club was held Jan. 24th at 
Riverside Reformatory. There 
were twenty-four members present 
for the supper and songfest. 

The meeting was called to order 
by Pres. Jack Martin at 8:00 PM. 
Sec-Treas Eleanor Walker read the 
Sec. and Treas. reports for 1956, 

A copy of the Treas. report is on 
the fourth page of this issue of 
Smoke and Blazes for the benefit 
of those who were unable to attend 
the meeting. Emile Boselli 
reported on the progress on the 
Mill River Bridge. If he can get 
some help drilling bolt holes he 
hopes to have the bridge completed 
by the time of the Annual Meeting 
of the Main Club in May. If this 
can be accomplished it is hoped 
to have a formal dedication at 
that time. 

Pres, Martin submitted a pro- 
posal for checking the condition 
of cabins and shelters in our 
Section on a semi-annual basis. 

The following members volunteered 
to take a shelter: 

Buffum - Vera and Eleanor 

Sunnyside - Harold Valiquettc 


Clarendon — Mrs. Bell's Scouts 
Gov. Clement - Joe, Barbie, Betty 
and Tucker Holden, Rachel Bell 
Cooper - Craigue 
Pico - Betty Ball 
These people will check the shel- 
ters for needed repairs before 
scheduled trips so that materials 
may be taken in. 

The Winter Weekend outing at 
Craigue' s Camp was set for the 
weekend of Feb. 23-24th. Although 
this is the same weekend as the 
Rutland Winter Carnival the majori- 
ty of those present felt it was 
the best date. See Coming Events 
for further details* 

Vice President Bailey is assuming 
the job of collecting and organiz- 
ing the group of slides for the 
Section. Anyone with slides please 
get them to her as soon as possible 
Pres. Martin announced he would 
like a second Junior Member on 
the Executive Council as a Junior 
Publicity Chairman. Rachel Boll 
accepted the appointment. 

Bennett Bell reported for the 
nominating committee. The follow- 
ing officers were nominated and 
re-elected : 

President - Jack Martin 
Vico President - Helen Bailey 
Sec. Treas* - Eleanor Walker 
The business meeting was follow- 
ed by a very informative film 
called "Rainbow Valley” which was 
obtained from the National Forest 
Service Office. 

"YELL DONE ” 

Congratulations to Joe Hadcka 
and Rachel Bell for the fine 
article in the Rutland Herald last 
month. That's the kind of pub- 
licity we can use more of. 

SNOWSHOES FOR SALE 

2 pairs © $3.00 per pair 

Mrs, George Cobb Tel. 3-8772 
188 Grove St., City 
1 pair © $3*00 

Mrs. Arthur Cheney Tel. 3-6509 
24i? Crescent St., City 


•TUCKER WORK TRIP 


THE MOONLIGHT HIKE 

Sy 

Barbara Allard 

The night was clear, the 
stars were twinkling, and it 
was the perfect night for a 
moonlight hike when we went in 
to Tucker on January 19th. 

Five nice people went in a 
little earlier than the others 
so they could start the fire 
and moke some hot water. VThilc 
they wire there they spent their 
extra time sharpening icicles. 

When the others come they 
were welcomed by candles in the 
windows and inside the soft 
music of a ukelele. There was 
a choice of drinks and also a 
choice of doughnuts. The crowd 
sang to the music of the ukclelc 
and a harmonica that ha cl come 
with someone. 

Suddenly someone noticed 
something strange. The stove 
had gotten red hot along with 
everyone else. It began to cook 
the wood in the oven. 

Everyone was having a nice 
time but it hod to end so we 
blew out the candles, packed up 
the instruments and strapped on 
our snowshocs. And on the way 
out wc met - Mister Moon. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

If your name isn't already 
on the 1957 membership list- 
(see last page of this issue), 
our publishers, Cccilc and Emile 
Boselli, have requested that 
you get it on as soon as possi- 
ble. They have to make a new 
address tape for mailing your 
SMOKE & BLAZES . The sooner they 
can do this the easier it will 
be for them. Your cooperation 
would be greatly appreciated. 
(Dues coming in will make Treas. 
Eleanor Walker happy too) 


On Sunday Jan. 27th, a work 
party was held at Tucker Lodge f 
Loaded with lunches, tools, glass 
and putty four Club members 
walked in over the crust with- 
out the use of snowshoes. 

Broom and dust pan were applied 
to blinks and floors. It is re- 
markable how much junk accumulates 
between sweepings. 

Then it was lunch time. Each 
had brought his own. Some had 
coffee and sandwiches while 
others tried fried mitten. One 
absent mindedly put chili sauce 
on the floor instead of on her 
hot dogs. 

After lunch the process of 
digging off the hardened putty 
was started. One at a time the 
sash were worked on at the table* 

Of course there was room for 
only three workers so the poor 
old cripply was allowed to loaf. 

One of the workers tried to lay 

down on the job and broke 

a pane of glass. The putty was 
"just right" and before long 
Tucker boasted nine new lights 
of gloss. 

Time out for photography. 

"A picture is worth a thousand 
words " • 

Back to Rutland by four- 
thirty. A good job done and a 
good time enjoyed by all* When 
do wo go again? 

TAKE A LOOK 

If you wore at the Covered 
Dish Supper and wore overshoes, 
you might check and see if you 
have a mismated pair. If you 
find you have, Betty Ball would 
be glad to hear from you. It 
appears that overshoes wore pretty 
well scrambled at that party. 


1957 MEMBERSHIP LIST 

TREAS. REPORT - JANUARY 

1, 

1957 

Barbara Allard 

RECEIPTS 



Judy Allard 

On hand , Jan. 1956 

<r 

,504,02 

In. Allard Jr. 

From dues 


143.50 

Betty Ball 

Interest on money 



Helen Bailey 

in bank 


9,09 

Bennett Bell 

Cr. from Winter Weekend 


4.05 

Miriam Bell 

From Sale of Guide Books 

11,00 

Charlotte Bell 

Donation 


3.00 

Rachel Bell 
Maude Canty 

From Rummage Sale 


121.04 

Mrs. Jean Davies 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

$795.70 

Janice Duby 
Ruth Fostman 




Charon Godv/ois 

DISBURSEMENTS 



Jos. Had oka Jr. 

Exp. 1956 Annual Meeting 

$ 6.50 

James Hayward 

Stamps 


2*37 

Elizabeth Holden 

Schedules (2 sots) 


16,00 

Mrs. Emery Horner 

Membership Cards 


5.50 

Emery Horner 

Outing Com. Exp. 


7.89 

Carol Martin 

To bal* exp. sugar party 

3.87 

Jack Martin 

For Guide Books 


6.60 

Janet Martin 

Mat, Mill R. Bridge 

242.34 

Nancy Martin 

Supplies. Smoke & Blazes 

54.26 

Mrs. Wm. Mitchell 

Work by Patrol 


93.00 

TB&n, N. Mitchell 

Ins. on Sunnysido and 



Pearl Nichols 

Clarendon 


10.88 

Craigue Perkins 

Dues to Main Club 


28.60 

Mary Perkins 

Mat, for shelter repairs 

11.85 

Vera Perkins 




Thos . Ranney 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 

$489.66 

Judy Russell 
Deanna Ryan 




Charles Sabourin 

Cash bal. on hand 1/1/57 

$306,04 

Gerard Sabourin 
Mary Pat Sabourin 

Membership in 1956 



Catherine Sargent 
Mrs. L. E. . Smith 




L. E. Smith 

65 Senior Members 



Eleanor Walker 

22 Junior Members 



Gay Ward 

2 Service Members 



Harold Valiquettc 

1 Life Member 



Thelma Valiquettc 

153 Total 





COMING EVENTS 

T ime - March 10 - Sunday 
Pl3cc - Sunnysidc 

A trip to Sunnyside had to 
be substituted for the proposed 
joint outing with the Brattleboro 
Section as Don Kent felt this 
was too late to get into Bourn 
Pond os ho had suggested. We 
haven't been to Sunnyside for sono 
time so it is hoped there will be 
a good turnout. 

Tine - March 24 - Sunday - 6 :30PM 
Place - Mend on Town Grange Hall 
ANNUAL SUGAR PARTY 
Reservations: Jan Martin PR3-8621 

Come one, come all to tho 
Annual Sugar-on-snow Party* Make 
your reservations with Jon Martin 
by Friday March 22. The cost will 
be approximately 75^ per person 
depending on the price of syrup 
this year. Jan Catozzi has agreed 
to bo in charge of square dancing 
in the evening for members and 
their guests. So everyone get busy 
and see if we can't have several 
sets of couples organized for 
dancing — Boys bring your girl and 
girls bring a boy and we'll all 
have fun. 


Time - April 7 - Sunday 
ft la cc - Girl Scout Comp 

Everyone who attended this 
hike last year will remember the 
beautiful walk up the Notch road 
to the Girl Scout Cabin. To those 
who didn't go, don't miss it this 
year. The Scouts have graciously 
ollo\?ed us the use of the cabin 
again so we hope there will bo a 
good turnout. We will meet at 
Meldon School at 10:30 AM for 
this trip. If there are any who 
prefer to leave at a later timo 
they can meet us at the cabin as 
we will probably stay a couple 
of hours. 

Time - April 13 - Saturday 
ft lace - Bird Mountain 

Please note there is only 
one week between this and the 
last hiko due to a conflict 
with Easter weekend. We will 
hope for good weather and no 
April Blizzards for this hike 
to one of our favorite mountains.. 
The group will meet at Meldon 
School at 10:00 AM for this 
trip, 

YOUR NEW SCHEDULES ARE EN- 
CLOSED WITH THIS ISSUE 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN MEET 

The following committee 
chairmen, for 1957 met at the 
home of Pres. Jack Martin to 
make plans for this year’s ac- 
tivities : 

Trails - Craigue Perkins 
Shelters - Harold Valiquette 
Outings - Joe Hadeka 
Publicity - Rachel Bell 
Photography - Helen Bailey 
Smoke and Blazes - Editor : 
J an et Martin; As si's t »~ ~Ed : 
Vera Perkins; Publisher's : 
Emile and Cecile Boselli . 
Also present were Sec .-Tress. 
Eleanor Walker, V. Pres* Helen 
Bailey and Pres. Jack Martin, 
The following budget for 
1957 was adopted: 

Smoke and Blazes $55.00 


Shelters 20.00 
Trails 20.00 
Outing 25.00 
Photography 20.00 
Secretary Exp, 10.00 
President Exp. 10.00 
CMC Dues (Main Club)40.00 
Fire Ins. 15.00 
Publicity 10.00 
Bridge ( completion) 10.00 


The reduction in member- 
ship was discussed, especially 
Junior membership which has 
dropped considerably. Joe and 
Rachel agreed to study the old 
register books and to try and 
contact some of the young people 
who have attended our hikes in 
the past and also to interest 
other teen-agers in our activis 
ties, (Anyone who attended the 
Winter Weekend knows what a 
grand group of young people they 
persuaded to attend.) Senior 
members could help by inviting 
any young people they know who 
like to hike or camp to come on 
some hike with them. It was 
stressed that when new young 
people are asked to attend a 
specific activity, every effort 
should be made to see that some 
one they know or others their 
age are also planning to attend. 


The new Editor of SMOKE AND 
BLAZES reported that Vera had 
agreed to stay on as Assistant Ed, 
and Betty Ball would continue to 
write book reports and articles 
from time to time. It is hoped 
that our other regular contributors 
will continue to help us out and 
that new ones may be added. Mr* 
Kirk has been invited to write for 
us and has graciously said he would 
If and when his health permits. 

We certainly hope he will be feel- 
ing stronger soon. 

The meeting was closed with 
light refreshment and informal 
discussion of various problems of 
scheduling etc. which confront us, 

SLIDE COLLECTION GETS STARTED 

A meeting of several members 
who take pictures was held March 4t 
to help Photography Chairman, 

Helen Bailey, in her selection of 
slides for the collection. A 
group of about 40 slides was sel- 
ected. It was noted that we espe- 
cially need more pictures of ac- 
tivities; Sunnyside and Pico shel- 
ters; and fall scenes. If anyone 
has slides at any time please con- 
tact Helen as we want to improve 
and round out the scope of the 
collection from time to time. 

Helen is now getting duplica- 
tes made of the slides selected. 

We will soon have a group of slides 
to show interested groups which 
will give them some idea of our 
activities. Y/e hope that all 
members will suggest their use to 
their friends in other organiza- 
tions. We will let you know 
through SMOKE AND BLAZES as soon 
as the collection Is ready for use. 

ADDITIONS TO 1957 MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Anna Berg 
George Kirk 
Sigred Patch 
Anne Perkins 
David Perkins 


Polly Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Robert Paul 


CLARENDON v ORK PARTY 

By 

Joe Hadeka 

A group of four ventured 
tp Clarendon Lodge on Saturday, 
February 16th to repair the 
broken window latch set gloss, 
and fix whatever needed fisin’. 
on the way up wc soon discover- 
ed that the road was a sheet of 
glare ice and jumping from one 
bore spot to another required 
a sensible amount of skill, es- 
pecially if you were carrying 
a pock full of gloss* Isn't 
that right Craigue? 

We soon arrived and found 
the Lodge in good condition. 

A smokey, smokey fire was soon 
smoking from the stove, but the 
skilled stovemanship of Barb 
Allard presently put warmth in- 
to the cabin and the smoke up 
the chimney* So, thanks to 
Barb a pleasant, smokeless, after- 
noon was enjoyed by all. 

After dinner a three man 
team was established to screw 
the sashes into placo. Craigue 
elevated Joe on his shoulders 
to a presentable height, then 
Sharon Krause, the screw holder, 
handed the screws up to Joe, 
while Barb Allard would dis tract 
Joe as much os possible from 
the inside. However, the work 
was soon concluded and on the 
way down we discovered slipping 
to be quite contagious. Oh, 
members, the next time you see 
Sharon ask her how her beans 
were l 

CARMEL TRIP 

Saturday, Feb. 9th while a 
wet day in town was a good day 
on the trail. The country had 
a good white covering and the 
air was mild with a promise of 
more snow. Wc left our cars at 
Mountain Top Inn and from there 
hiked along the old road to "New 
Boston," where we took the blue 
trail for Carmel Camp. Shortly 
before we reached camp fresh 


snow began slowly drifting down. 

Arrived at the shelter, into 
which the 8 of us just barely 
fitted > wc found evidences of 
frequent use by some one. There 
was a fine supply of good wood 
and a fire was soon crackling 
merrily, water was on to heat, 
and wet shoes and socks were dry- 
ing out. 

As there would be no view 
from tho top of the mountain, we 
spent a leisurely lunch hour and 
then started the return journey. 

It looked for a bit as though 
this night be made in a little 
blizzard but the storm soon 
quieted down and gradually "pet- 
ered out". Cur timing was per- 
fect as just os we reached the 
cars it began to rain. 

This was a good winter hike 
lot's try it again sometime. 

" BEARS IN MY KITCHEN" 

Anyone who enjoyed the film 
about forest rangers at the an- 
nual m -eting will enjoy this a- 
musing and exciting book about a 
forest ranger and his wife, as 
related by the wife. Everything 
seemed to happen to him. He froze 
his feet on a winter trip in the 
Bock country of the Sierras. He 
had to rescue two foolish hikers 
on the bare face of Half Dome. He 
occasionally had to fight drunken 
Indians, was once shot by a Mex- 
ican, and, in short, led anything 
but a dull life. 

Misadventures of other ran- 
gers arc also included. Being a 
ranger's wife is far from dull, 
too, Margaret Merrill, author, 
hod thrilling times, driving 
the tortuous road from Tuolom- 
ne Meadows down, entertaining 
Mrs. Roosevelt, keeping a wo- 
man from suicide, and enjoy- 
ing the day to day contacts 
with people and with wild ani- 
mals . 

This gives a good picture of 
our Notional Parks and the 
rangers who serve there. 


■"INTER Vr^KEND 

As usual, a "good time was 
had by oll ,r at the winter weekend. 
We have it reported for you from 
both the junior and the senior 
point of view. 

WINTER WEEKEND 

by 

Karen Kennedy & Joe Hadeka 

The annual winter weekend 
was held on the 22, 23, and 24th 
of February* A large number of 
members attended plus a new 
group which included Susan 
Riberdy, Patsey Champney, Karen 
Kennedy, Frank Altrui, Dave 
Gouchoe, and Jack Welch, who 
were Joe Hadeka's guests* An- 
other newcomer was Kate Sargent 
who came with Betty Ball. The 
new group arrived Friday after- 
noon and were assigned to quar- 
ters. After this Craigue showed 
the new guests around. 

During the first evening 
the group hiked up to the ser- 
vice building and cabin on an 
exploration trip. Two of the 
members decided to spend the 
night at the new cabin. After 
a full day the group retired for • 
the night about 11:30 P.M. 

The next two days proved to 
be equally as interesting and 
exciting asthe first. Kate 
Sargent amazed the younger mem- 
bers with her eccentric tales 
and unusual style of playing 
pinochle. 

Delightful meals were pre- 
pared by Vera and Mary, and 
Craigue did his part by keeping 
everyone comfortable by his 
friendly actions. 

At 7:30 P.M. Sunday the 
main part of the group headed 
back to Rutland, leaving a trail 
of pleasant memories behind, 

WINTER V^EKE ND 

The senior as well as the 
junior members had a busy, pleasant 
time at the winter weekend. Some 
were busy in the preparing deli- 


cious meals, and special thanks 
go to Vera, Mary, Pearl, and Janet 
for their efforts in this line. 

Everyone, howefer, had time,, 
at some time, to go up to inspect 
and admire Craigue’ s new cabin, a 
beautiful, job , with built-in cup- 
boards, bunks, even bookshelves. 

Although snowshoes were not 
necessary there was enough snow 
to make things beautiful. The 
woods were full of birds, and show- 
ed why birds hadn’t needed to come 
to feeders this winter. The ever- 
greens are loaded with cones, pro- 
viding plenty of natural food. 

Some of the hillsi des were a 
maze of animal tracks. Red squir- 
rels and chipmunks wc-re seen. 

The best moment of the trip, 
for this reporter, was on an early 
morning birdwalk, when the rising 
sun gilded the trees in the pond 
clearing, and a medley of bird song 
rang out that would have done jus- 
tice to a spring day. Two purple 
finches tried to outdo each other, 
and a half a dozen goldfinches all 
caroled their spring song with 
great vehemence. A ruffled grouse 
drummed in the distance, and five 
crows flew north, all to remind us 
that spring would soon be here, 
though a crisp, winter's day, sunny 
and brisk like the Sunday of the 
winter weekend, is near perfection. 

There were other pleasures 
beside the fun of walking, includ- 
ing the sociability of games and 
chatting with others. Bali proved 
a favorite as usual, 

Pocie thought it dog heaven 
with so many hikes and people to 
pet and play with her. 

Many thanks to Craigue and 
Mary for their hospitality, and to 
Vera for her careful planning. 

We would like to add here that 
all agreed the presence of the 
junior members and guests was a 
real addition to the weekend fun. 
This was a fine group of young peo- 
ple, congenial and cooperative. 

We hope they will join us often in 
our activities. 



IN HEMORIAM 

OT 

GMC SECTION SERVICE NEWSLETTER 


"Leone E. Smith, President 
of the Green Mountain Club, died 
suddenly February 11, while he 
and his wife were In Boston for 
a camping meeting* 

Our Club has lost a true 
and active worker. Mr* Smith 
was s incerely interested in the 
Long Trail and the G.M.C, 

A native of Leominster, 
Mass,, and educated in the public 
schools there, he graduated from 
the Univ, of Mass* in 1914. He 
immediately began a career In 
boy's work which has continued 
and developed over the years. 

In 1921 ho started Camp Sangamon 
for Boys and has been active in 
Boys Club, Boy Scouts, 4-H, 

Rotary Club, Rutland Fair Assoc., 
Masons, School Board, Maclure 
Library Assoc. He was Pittsford 
Town Rep., 1943-46, and Supt. 
Weeks School 1935-37. 


In all rc-ccnt camp catalogs 
he included the Long Trail as an 
activity or his comping boys. 
Most years his boys have hiked 
on the Trail 3nd usually did 
some specific work like repair- 
ing a shelter. Through this 
interest and his membership in 
Killington Section, he became 
a Trustee, being elected Presi- 
dent last annual meeting*" 

Killington Section has 
given a copy of the book A FOOT 
PATH IN THE WILDERNESS and a 
Guide Book, in his memory, to 
the Mclure- Library in Pittsford 
of which Leone was a trustee. 

We join with the entire club in 
expressing our sympathy to his 
wife and family. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Tine - Sunday May 5 10:30 AM 
P iece - Grcenwall Shelter 

This hike offers the In- 
teresting variety of woods, old 
roads and open pasture. You 
will cross the pasture ridge 
before reaching the shelter end 
will want to stop here for 
a bit and admire the excellent 
and extensive view, 

Grcenwall is an open front 
Forest Service Shelter just a 
short distance off the- Trail. 

It's on attractive spot for a 
picnic lunch on what we hope 
will be a fine day. 

The total distance on this 
one is only 3-|-miles so it’s 
not too strenuous for anyone to 
enjoy. Let's try for a. record 
attendance . 

Time - Sat., Hay 18 - Breakfast 
Pla ce - Clarendon Lodge 

This is a return to the 
schedule of an old favorite, 
the Foncakc Breakfast. It's a 
go-as-you-please affair so pick 
yor;r own breakfast time and bring 
your own "making for your 
pancakes. Coffee will be pro- 
vided as usual. If ^ou need 
transportation and have diffi- 
culty in arranging it call Janet 
Martin (3-8621) by Friday the 17th 
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end she will help you fix things. 

If you'd like to be on hand 
to groct the breakfasters as they 
arrive this is a good opportunity 
for on overnight. Plan to spend 
the day as there is plenty which 
can be done in that area. Just whe 
the day's activities will be will 
depend on weather conditions etc. 

Of course there is no law 
which says you must have pancakes 
for breakfast, but who con think 
of anything better? See you at 
breakfast on May i8th. 

HAVB YOU THE 1956 GUIDE BOOK ? 

Just another reminder to get 
your copy of the 1956 edition of 
the Guide Book from Eleanor Walker : 
Each copy she sells nets a small 
profit for our section but to get 
them at the discount she has to 
buy 10 copies at a time, ’'leaner 
now has 1C copies on hand and would 
be very glad to sell some. 

COMING ARTICLE 

Our next issue will have a 
story on Killing ton Section mem- 
bers" "The Bells" trip to Florida. 

»»* W&RNING *tt» 

THIS IS YOUR LIST ISSUE OF S&B UN- 
TIL YOUR NAME GETS ON THE 1957 LIS' 


SUNNYSIDE HIKE 

Sunday, March 10th was a per- 
fect day for the only winter hike 
to Sunnyside we had this season. 
There was quits a spring storm of 
wet, rapidly melting snow in the 
city on Saturday the 9th. As we 
climbed the hills from Cuttings - 
ville toward Sunnyside, however, v/c 
found 4 or 5 inches of nice, fluffy 
snow. A couple of die-hard snow- 
shoers had brought along their 
snowshocs and were able to a so thorn 
to good advantage after we left the 
Spring Lake Ranch Road • 

Arrived at Sunnyside we found 
too much evidence of former users 
as is all too often the ca3c. Ap- 
parently no one had oven looked for 
the dump and there was a variety of 
left-over food and miscellaneous 
rubbish scattered about. Probably 
wo should be thankful that at least 
they hadn't thrown it all around 
the door-yard, as is so frequently 
the cose at Tucker, How can v/c 
train those people? One group 
pitched in picking up rubbish and 
taking turns weilding the broom 
and in a comparatively short time 
it looked like a different camp. 
During this interval the wood and 
fire squad had been busy and wo 
were soon enjoying a cozy lunch 
around the stove. 

As usual, after lunch the talk 
turned to things v/c hoped to do at 
Sunnyside (some of those were 
speedily carried out th next week- 
end) and to trail work in general. 

Some of the party took a hike 
over to Spring Lake, some going 
only as for as the hilltop for the 
view and others going on to the 
Lake itself. 

The return trip to the cars 
was accomplished without mishap, 
although the slippery road mode 
walking hazardous in spots and 
produces some impromptu gymnastics 
at times. When wc could take our 
attention off our feet wc admired 
the view and all agreed that a 
trip to Sunnyside makes on excel- 
lent winter outing. 


GIRL SCOUT CAMP 

BY 

Joe Had oka 

A party of ten mot at Mcl- 
don School on Sunday, April 7th. 
In spite of the few clouds that 
were floating above It looked 
like a very promising day. 

This year wc missed the snow 
and Mrs. Bell's Girl Scouts, 
but v/c soon were climbing the 
hill to "the Notch” with no 
thought in mind but to reach 
camp. After an hour of climbing 
we arrived, Wc opened the 
Rotary Building and Craiguo 
went to got v/ood, Emile soon 
started a fire v/hile Churchill 
Scott and Dave Gouchoc opened 
the shutters. By the time all 
had completed their little tasks 
coffee water was hot and v/o sat 
down to enjoy lunch. Some- 
lounged around after lunch v/hile 
others took short walks around 
the camp area. 

About 4 o’clock v/e headed 
back toward home, Craiguo 
thought v/c were on a freeway 
there was so much traffic on 
the way down. When wc reached 
our cars at the crossroads, the 
party split up, looking forward 
to Bird Mountain next week. 

VERMONT DIARY 

Some of you nay have road 
the delightful diary put out 
several years ago bj this some 
Middlcbury College librarian, 
Viola White. That was called 
"No faster than a walk”. 

This enjoyable book has 
the same sense of quiet beauty 
in it, the same appreciation 
of nature, shows the pleasures o 
walking, tells briefly of good 
books. The author has learned 
to find happiness in simple 
things, and imparts her joy 
in living, in fine and descrip- 
tive writing. 


Sm'NYCr B WOR K PARTY 

On St. Patrick's Day In The 
Morning a work party of seven 
(7 count 8em) drove as far os 
wSarcka's and walked t s e rest of 
the way in to Sunnyside. There 
were three Old Timers, two Once 
Beforers and two First Time 
Outers » 

Everybody was full of energy 
and got busy getting wots-", 
sawing wood, build ing the fire, 
and picking up around camp. Sash 
were removed and the very tire- 
some task of -digging out the old 
putty began* 

Just about then somebody said 
"Well look v/ho’s here", ana 
Fuzzy (Man Mountain) Miller 
v/alked in carrying a big arm- 
ful of hard wood ready for the 
stove. He had bummed his way 
from Rutland to the gorge and 
hiked in over the Trail. (How 
about thatiC) 

'Fuzz proved to be an expert 
glass setter and the ten new 
lights were finally all in. 

One sash, completely repaired, 
was dropped flat on top of the 
wood pile. Not a pane broke’. 

The Luck of the Irish, it is L 

Later in the afternoon some 
of tbc port;/ explored the 
countryside, Fuzz started 
back tno way he had come:, and 
more picking up was done around 
the camp. 

During the day the road had 
thawed out considerably and wc 
were lucky to just barely pull 
through the mud holes coming 
out . 

Yes, girl3, those strange 
animals v/cre pigs. 

Another good job done and a 
pleasant day all ’round. When 
do wc go again? 

GREET I NGS FROM R.I. 

Mr. & Mrs. Emery Horner 
sent greetings to their hiker 
friends from Pawtucket, R.I. 
where they ore no w living. 


SUGAR-OH-SNOW. P gRTY 
Rachel Bell 

It was a pleasant evening 
when forty people gathered on 
March 24th at the Grange Hall in 
Mend on for the Annual Sugar -on- 
Snov; Party. Many were a bit 
skeptical abo\xt where the snow 
would come from, but it appeared 
on time, thanks to Joe Hadeka, 

Bob Paul, and Jack Martin who 
"mined" it in Mend on. 

Of the forty persons present 
half were adults, fourteen v/ere 
teenagers and the rest toddlers t 
Barbara Simpson of New York was 
a guest. 

Donuts and pickles, cokes 
and coffee were served with the 
sugnr-on-snov/. The kitchen duties 
were handled by Vera Perkins and 
Eleanor Walker on preparation and 
Janet Martin, Helen Bailey and 
Mary Perkins on cleanup. 

After we had our fill of 
SY/ect stuff v/e went upstairs for 
some lively square dancing. 

Getty Page and Janice Catozzi w ere 
very successful in leading this 
activity. Kind of them to have 
volunteered. For variety v/e 
danced "Rock around the Clock" 
and the "hokey pokey". 

Everyone had a splendid 
evening. We want to thank the 
folks who Y/orked hard in order 
to give us such a good time. 

ADDITIONS TO 1957 MEMBERSHIP 
LIST 


Louise Adams 
Cccilc Bosclli 
Emile Bcselli 
J Lucius Carey 
Fred Field 
Helen Frink 
Minerva Ilinchcy 
Raymond Miller 
Robert Paul 



SMO*?Y SAYS 

"Be Careful With Matches And Fire" 

Th- number of tines the fire 
truck has ’*een by our house in the 
past few weeks has prompted me to 
do a little reading up on the 
subject of fires. We arc more 
apt to think of late summer and 
fall as the dangerous times of 
year for fires. Actually there 
ore more fires in April and Hay 
according to figures I obtained 
from the State Forestry Office, 
thus it is perhaps a good time to 
review some of the rules for fire 
building. To quote from, our own 
guide Book: 

"Where a stove is provid:d, it 
is advisable not to store kindling 
near it. The fire should be all- 
owed to burn out before leaving. 
Avoid using water, which r.iey crock 
the stove. 

"On State land, fires may not 
be built exc'pt in authorized 
fireplaces. In the GK National 
forest permits ore needed for 
fires except at the shelters. 

"A State law prohibits the 
building of fires on private . 
property between April i and Nov- 
ember i without the consent of the 
owner. The existence of a shelter 
means that consent has been given 
to build fires in the stoves and 
fireplac .s there, and these arc 
the places where fires should ^c 
built. 


"of course, even if owner 
permission has been granted, safe 
locations should be chosen and 
s afe procedures followed. Mineral 
matter - sand, gravel, rock - is a 
safe base if the fire is kept 
within bounds. However, vegetable 
soil, roots, needles, stumps, etc 
are not safe. In dry weather 
such a fire could be carried 
underground by smouldering humus 
and later come to the surface 
and bo fanned into flame by the 
wind. In any case, the thorough 
extinguishing of a fire, stirring 
the ashes and making sure they arc 
cold, is essential to safety. 

For obvious reasons, fires no 
larger than necessary are de- 
sirable . 

"It is well to remember that 
cne serious fire might have a 
disastrous offset on the good 
relations the GIvIC has with land 
owners, by whose courtesy the 
Long Trail exists. Within a few 
years, several Long Trail shelters 
have burned. Fortunately, weather 
conditions were such that no fores 
fires resulted. But hikers were 
inconvenienced, and the rebuilding 
cost the Club considerable money 
and labor. If a little more care 
hod been taken, these expenditures 
could have been used clearing 
miles of trail and repairing many 
shelters • " 

BIRDS OF THE LONG TRAIL 

I believe the commonest 
year-round bird on the Long 
Trail is the black-capped chic- 
kadee* Everybody knows his live- 
ly winter song, but fc-wer know the 
spring, clear whistled "phoe-’oe" 

The true phoe’^e has a similar two- 
parted call, but it is much harsh- 
er, and huskier. The phoebe is 
the little gray bird that always 
wags its tail. It nests on build- 
ings sometimes, on Clarendon Shel- 
ter, I think, and under bridges, 
and con b: found on roadsides, 
and noar homes* 


Another tail-wagger is our 
state bird, the hermit thrush. 

This thrush has a reddish tail, 
that it raises and lowers slow- 
ly, rather than the gay wag of 
a phoehe. This is the bird that 
gives the lovely flutc-likc song 
with every phrase repeated high- 
er and higher, singing especial- 
ly as evening deepens in the 
deep woods. 

Another evening singer is 
the wood thrush, with a reddish 
head instead of tail, and larger 
spots on the breast. This bird 
sings nearer towns, and in wooes 
of lower elevations. 

The most beautiful singer, 
to my mind, is the tiny winter 
wren, a small, brown mite that 
has a bubbling, rippling song 
that goes on and on and on, of- 
ten heard in the mountains, es- 
pecially near mountain brooks. 

One bird always found on 
the mountains and easily seen 

v 

is the slntc-colored junco, with 
gray breast and back, and white 
outer tail feathers. They will 
be migrating in large flocks 
in late April, sometimes hundreds 
in a flock, and nest on all our 
mountains. They have a pleasant 
trill. They can easily be told 
by their flashing tail-feathers. 

Plashing outer white tail- 
feathers also tell a meadowlark 
at a distance, along with, ’’is 
jerky wing-beat. A close view re- 
veals a yellow breast, and 
s lnck crescent. 

Another bird easily told 
in fli'ht is the flicker, with 
his t'pical woodpecker undula- 
ting flight, and white rump. 

This brown -backed Mrd spends 
some time on the ground eating 
ants. He also has a black crescent 
on a yellowish breast. Like many 
of the woodpeckers he has a spot 
of rod on the head. The largest 
of the woodpeckers, the pilsated, 
has a flashing red crest, and is 
crow-sized. He is seen several 
times a year in these parts. You 
can tell where he has been work- 
ing because he leaves great ob- 
long holes in the tree trunk 


Another bird that leaves 
signs of his presence is the 
yellow-bellied sapsucker, who 
drills rflnvs of tiny holes in 
a trunk, and comes back for the 
sap. This bird can be most easily 
told by his vertical wing stripe, 
and his red throat and top of head. 

Woodpeckers are easy to find 
because they give away their pre- 
sence with their loud pecking. 

The ruffled grouse also re- 
veals his presence with his 
rolling drumming, done with his 
wings . It is very difficult to 
sec him drum, unless you hove 
a blind near a drumming log, as 
Henry Potter of Chippcnhook has. 
This bird is often seen in our 
woods, though, usually as it 
flies up with a roar. The female 
is adept at the broken-wing act 
to protect her ^oung, leading 
the observer away by protending 
to be hurt, and then flying off. 
Meanwhile, her chicks hav: hidden 
.themselves so v/ell that it is 
practically impossible to find 
them. 

The killdser, a bird of open 
fields, is apt to do the broken- 
wing act, too. This handsome plovc 
has two black rings on his chest, 
pointed wings , and is often seen 
filin'" swiftly over a field, cry- 
ing "kill-dee" kill-dee." 

These arc just a few of the 
common birds that may be scon a- 
long the trail. 

Betty Boll 




CO MING EVENTS 

On May 8 the Governor ordered 
tho woods closed due to their 
tinder dry condition- Therefore 
hikes will only toko place if it 
roin3 sufficiently so that they 
ore opened again hy the scheduled 
dotes. Watch the Harold for 
r. ur thee inf orno t i on * 

Tine - Saturday May 25 9:30 o ,n, 
' fie cc - Pico Peak and Shelter 

This will bo o chance to get 
up on tho nountoin and olso to get 
our section of trail in order for 
the sunn. or hiking season. It hos 
been sons tine 3inco we've hod a 
trip to Pico so wo hopo there 
v/ill be a good turnout. There 
shouldn't be too r.iuch trail work 
to do since the Patrol was over 
this section last summer . However 
the shelter nay need a bit of 
spring cleaning'. We will no ot 
at Meld on at 9 : 30 A .M • 

Tino - Sat. and Sun, June 1-2 
P lace - G.M.C. Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club will be held 
in tho Baptist Church Rooms and 
-he Long Trail Lodge. Due to the 
fact tho Lodge is unable to acco- 
modate us Sat. morning and ot 


lunch time the meetings and lunch 
will be held at the Church. 

Tho morning mooting will open 
ot 10:00 o'clock with a coffc hour ; 
followcd by the morning meeting 
at ll:00o Lunch v/ill be served 
by the ladies of the church ot 
1 :00 and will be f ollowod by 
the afternoon mooting about 2:00. 

As in past years, dinner will 
be served at tho Long Trail Lodgo 
at 6:30 P.M. There should be 
time for a short hike in tho 
afternoon. 

On Sunday wo have planned 
to have a dedication ceremony at 
the bridge over Clarendon Gorge 
that Emile has been working cn 
so diligently. There will be time 
and opportunity afterward for 
hiking either to Clarendon Shel- 
ter or Sunnysidc for lunch. The 
dedication will bo at 11:00 A.M. 

Time - June 15 Sat at 9:30 A.M* 
Place - Governor Clement Shelter 

This is another of our spring 
trail checking hikes but olso a 
good trip for those who don't 
want too strenuous a hike. We 
will meet at Mcldon School at 
9:30 for this trip olso. Those 
v/ho find a later hour better 
can meet the group there for 
lunch. 


BIRD MOUNTAIN 


HIKE TO GREENWALL 


by Joe Hadoka 

A pronising sky on April 
13th provided a beautiful day for 
our Eird Mountain trip. As 
everyone knows this mountain 
usually brings rain or gloomy 
skys when everybody roaches the 
top to look at the extensive view 
But for the few that cliribod to 
the top c clear view was their 
reward for the stoop pitch. 

Rachel Boll, Susan Ribcrdy,Vora 
Perkins, Eleanor Walker, Betty 
Ball, and Pokio, Dave Gouchoo 
Fuzz Miller and two now boys. 

Bill Egan and Dan Onion both 
from Castlcton attended. Jack 
and Janet Martin drove ovor w ith 
us but were unable to attend the 
hike. T here was two inches of 
snow on top end thatfs all wo 
ran into. Everyone tried their 
luck at building a fire but no 
one succeeded until Vera tried 
her luck and experience. Soon 
the water was boiling and every- 
one ate their lunch. Soon after 
wo left for the cars and a wel- 
coming committee of six dogs 
plus one three legged one gaily 
greeted us. Soon after an 
exciting brawl wo were on our way. 
We finally climbed Bird on 
clear day, too bad you missed it 
gang. 


HAY 

May be chill, nay be mild. 
May pour, nay snow. 

May be still, nay be wild. 
May lower, may glow. 

May freeze, nay burn. 

May be gold, nay be gray. 

May do all these in turn- 
May May. 

-Justin Richardson 

(reprinted from poem quoted in 
May Readers digest.} 


Sunday, May 5th, was recog- 
nized as a perfect day for a 
hike by i8 nenbors who not at 
Meldon school at 10:00 A .M 9 for the 
Grcenwall trip. 

Cars wore left at the point 
where the Trail crosses tho Wal- 
lingford-East wallingford "gulf" 
road. Here wo learned fer the 
first tine that tho people living 
in the house at tho "crossing” 
were keeping up a register of 
hikers started by the former resi- 
dents. Of course they don't got 
then, all, but a quick glance 
through the pages showed an im- 
pressive number of hikers with 
many states represented. This 
register went back more than 20 
years . 

The woods were already put- 
ting on their spring flower show 
with tho delicately striped 
spring beauties , yellow woods 
violets, and adder's tongues in 
especial abundance* 

Some of the crowd forged 
ahead swiftly, but most of us 
took a leisurely pace enjoying 
the variety of terrain which this 
hike offers. One of our young 
members, Carol Martin, who has 
been hiking with us for a couplo 
years via pack-basket, had fun 
doing part of this hike • on her 
own, while sister Nancy, age 8 
nos., seemed to enjoy her first 
pack-basket trip. 

After a leisurely lunch hour 
at Grcenwall, some mustered up am- 
bition to go the white rocks 
look-out, but tho temptation to 
takc-it-easy was too much for 
others who spent a pleasant after- 
noon talking and loafing in tho 
sun. 

On the return trip we paused 
to enjoy again the gorgeous view 
from tho hill pasture which we 
cross on this trip. When wo 
reached tho cars all agreed wo 
could think of no nicer way to 
have spent the day. 


FAMILY JAUNT TO FLORIDA 
By M'i'r.i Bell 

On twenty-four hours' notice 
the Bclls-Bcn, Min, Rachel end 
Cher lotto- wont on a southern 
safari, thirty-five hundred nilcs 
in twenty days. 

The gear included a Ford 
station wagon, a "Stowaway" carrier. 
Wardrobe caso, suitcases, two sleep- 
ing bag3 with air mattresses, water 
jug, thermos, plastic dishes, elec- 
tric hot plate, canned food, tour 
guides, a notebook for a log of 
the trip, and money of course. 

Interesting stops included 
The Motel on the Mountain at 
Suffern N.y. the Annapolis 
Campus; Leo's homo in Richmond; 
Williamsburg end William and Mary 
College; Norfolk and Virginia 
Beach; the ferry trip across the 
Chesapeake Bay; beautiful Washing- 
ton DC; quaint old New Ccstl.. 

Del; The negro country in the 
sand hills central section of t’c 
Carolinas and the coastal elegance 
of Charleston and Myrtle Beach; 
Savannah (Juliette Low's home and 
the Pirate's Den); the cotton 
fields and pecan groves of Georgia; 
old Spanish St. Augustine, with 
Riplc 3 *'s Believe It Or N ot Museum 
and the little train to take us 
around town Castillo San Marcos 
and the oldest house and cchool 
in America; Marine Laid, where 
the trained dolphin jumped 16ft 
through a hoop for his fish and 
we saw the sharks fed by hand; 
driving along the sand at Daytona 
Beach; watching tho spectacular 
kite flight 60ft. in the air on 
water skiis at Csiarcss Gardens; 
Rollins College at Winter P^rk; 
tho endless groves of citrus trees; 
a borbeque with friends in their 
patio in West Palm Beach; bench- 
ing and swimming in tho Olympic - 
sized salt water pool at tho 
Colonnades in Pain Beach Shores; 
wonderful meals end entertainment 
there — dancing, a magician, 
bingo and movies; a visit to an 
interesting reptile farm with 
snakes and alligators; and every- 
where the lush palms and flowers 


of the tropics ; the warn Florida 
sunshine and feeling of gaiety 
and relaxation. 

Going they way without 
reservations, we were twice glad 
of the sleeping bags and mattress- 
es for the girls when wo found 
in two places only one room left. 
Another way we used them was 
for night travelling. When wo 
wanted to roll off a hundred 
miles after supper, wo put tho 
back seat down and spread out 
tho sleeping bags and air mat- 
tresses (quickly blown up at 
the nearest gas station) and 
they rested comfortably while 
wo drove. 

Vie planned ten hours of 
travelling and sightseeing a 
day, ten hours in bed, and the 
other four hours were for dress- 
ing and meals. We were actually 
more rested when we reached 
Florida than when we started, for 
we were too excited to sleep 
much the night before we left. 

Wo goaro$ our speed to Charlottc*B 
need of ten hours sleep and tho 
rest was good for tho older ones 
as well. We made about 350 miles 
a day unless we wanted to 
stop to sec spots of especial 
historic interest or great beauty. 
We cooked about one meal a day 
in the motel, either breakfast 
or supper, but never more than 
that because we wanted to taste 
the cooking specialities of oach 
region and to talk with the 
local people. Our southern 
clothes were in the car top 
carrier out of the way on the 
way down and back and our wintor 
coats and overshoes were up 
there while we spent the week 
in Florida. 

We felt this a most educa- 
tional kind of family trip to 
make- -worth the time and money 
many tirms over. By taking Route 
301 down and Route 17 back wo 
really saw those states along the 
way, and now Mien we sing "Carry 
Me Back To Old Virginny", "Carolin.. 
Moon Keep Shining", "Way Down 
Upon The Swannee River" we know 
what we're singing about. 



ffjne: Sun •- June 30 
".ace i Clarendon rnO ? lot 

This is the la©‘ at che 
s oh educed work parties no ve 
lope that there wi- be a good 
turnout even though ZZ arcndon 
was visited only a .".oath ago* 

The Fox Lot which we plan to 
visit on th A a trip ir a part of 
what is sometime ' cal lee". ’’Fiat 
Top" mountain eo ' Clarendon. 
From this vantage point, a splen- 
did view of the Otter Creek 
and its valley can be obtained. 
Trail work will consist of 
working Forth from Beacon Hill. 
The meeting time at Meldon for 
this hike is 10:30. 


T ime : Sat - July 13 

Place : Little Rock Pond 


Pack your bathing suit or your 
fishing pole and join us for 
a hike to Little ^ock Pond with 
its jewel-like setting in the 
highlands of the Green Mountains. 

Come along even if you don’t 

swim of fish as this is fine 

spot to loaf and cool your feet 

after an hour on the trail. We 

will meet early at 9:30 at our Meldon 

School rendezvous a day’s 

outing. 


Killingto^ Se'i L->r. President 
Jack Mar o' t. -ho elo-roc a trustee 
of the C'Md a, 'L ■ >• . t meeting 
of the . \ +C 

finish r\ V, e • . ^ ^ expired 
term of „t the 

annual meev..rg :k -as appointed 
chairman •*.;/ public.. o,y and Member- 
ship for tae naur jlua- Those 
of you who atteac-d tne meeting 
at the 3aolit>i, Ch'w.’ch rooms saw 
the display of GMC and Conservation 
material which he arranged. You 
probably noticed the articles and 
photographs which appeared in the 
Rutland Herald the following week 
about the meeting and bridge opening. 
Mr Merusi promised a 
copy of the pictures for our own 
Killington Section Albums. Our 
congratulatiohs and wishes for 
success, Jack. 

Ve hope that you saw the fine 
display which the main office put on ' 
in the window of w ilson’s Clothing 
s§ore publicising the Green Mountain 
Club. We might add that all can 
help GMC by talking to one 1 s 
friends about our work and trips, 
and by requesting showings of the 
slide collections of the main 
club and of our section. The 
section slides are now at Jack's 
house due to the resignation of 
Helen Bailey who leaves Rutland 
for Springfield, Mass. Good 
luck and hiking to you, Helen. 



GMC OPENS SUSPE NSIO N FOOTBRIDGE 

Sunday. June 2nd was a day 
we had looked forward to .for a 
long time and it was disappoint- 
ing to waits that morning ~o the 

soung of pouring rain. This was 
the day set for the opening of 
our new bridge over Mill River, 
bopefulley we recalled the old 
adage, "Rain before se^en, clear 
before eleven." However as 
e’even o'clock approached it be- 
come evident that something had 
gone wrong somewhere. There was 
no sign of clearing. 

As the bridge opening ap- 
peared to be rained out, we de- 
cided to take our lunches and 
join forces with the GMCers who 
had spent the right at Crtaigue's 
Camp. The care: ..ivirg room with 
its cheery fireplace fire was 
an ideal spot for a rainy day. 
j£ck Martin showed the newly 
assembled Killington slide col- 
lectionnand Emile had excellent 
slides showing the bridge at 
various stages of construction. 

^oon after lunch the weather 
showed definite signs of clearing, 
so at 3:30 P.M. a group of GKCers 
were on and at the new suspension 
footbridge for its official open- 
ing. 

This bridge is important as 
a liijk in the 2050 mile Appalach- 
ian rail from Maine to Georgia 
as well as being a part of the 
260 mile Long Trail which runs 
the length of our own Green Mount- 
ain chain. Carol Martin, youngest 
hiking member of the section was 
assisted in the ribbon cutting 
ceremony by Jack Martin, Arthur 
Koerber and the builders of the 
bridge, Qnile and Cele Bo sell!. 


Killington Section presented Cele 
and Emile with a colored picture of 
Mt. Mansfield (-Emile's favorite 
mountain) and a copy of the TREASURY 
OF VERMONT LIFE, aada token of 
their appreciation. 

PI CO SHE LT ER AMD KILL INGTON 

By John J. belch 11 1 ' 

Or May ?'j the -ect. Mountain 
Club hiked up to Pi«c Shelter. 

Members cf the hiking party, who 
hiked the two and crs-half mile 
trail to the ."edge, "cere Joseph 
Hadeka. Jack belch . It vrol.e 
Altrui. Tom G_"ber:i. v , reu Kennedy 
P.a-b. Anders sri Peoty Frown. 

Also a I'e*; novice hikers accom- 
panied she party, '""heir names 
were Janes Hadeka, Peter Altrui, 
Robert Leonard, and I. ary Blue. 

The troop was c-f co—’-se accompanied 
by Craigvs Perkin r .. Joe and Jack 
were the first members :f the 
party to reach one lodge. The 
others arrived about 20 minutes 
later. There the whole party 
remained, had lunch, and rested. 

Jack and Joe then set out 
alone to hike Killington Mountain. 

On the way to the summit they met 
another group of hikers who were 
spending the night at Cooper 
Lodge just below the summit of 
Killington. 

The rest of the party set out 
for the lookout station at the 
top of Mt. Pico. The party remained 
a little while before Mr. Per- 
kins drove them home. 

According to the schedule set 
up by Mr. Perkins and the boys he 
would take the girls home and 
then pick up the two boys at 
Brewets Corners and the bottom of 
Killington at 6:30. They made 

it with plenty of time to spare 

about an hour l 

All in all it was a very 
exciting hike. We all had a great 
time and are looking forward to 
another real soon. Anyone inter- 
ested in attending these hikes 
is more than welcome and I am 
sure that they too will find Mr. 
Perkins a most friendly fellow. 


PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
BY 

Joe Hadeka 

This year like last, an 
overnight crew hiked in to Clar- 
endon on Friday night. The only 
chapetone was Craigue who accom- 
panied Susan Riberdy, Karen 
Kennedy, Patsy Chuprey, Gena 
Leonard, Frank Altrui, Dave 
Gouchoe, and Joe Hadeka, We all 
we re settled bj? 10;00 PM as 
stragglers came from after sbhool 
to 10f00 o'clock. At 2 A.M. Sat- 
urday morning all were in bed 
and around 3 o E clock were all 
quiet. The reason why we stay- 
ed up so late was to celebrate 
Dave Gouchoe 1 s birthday, I 
guess. 

At 7 A.M. we awoke and the 
only one to have pancakes in 
that group was Craigue. Around 
8 o'clock the cheerful "ruff- 
ruff" of Pocie could be heard 
coming up the path. He was 
followed by Betty and Marie Gray 
vho redently returned from 
Florida. Later on more members 
arrived including President 
Martin and family. 

Short walks were taken to 
the Gorge where we visited Emile 
who was busily working on the 
bridge and disturbed the fisher- 
men as much as we could. We all 
enjoyed our weekend and hope 
you did too. 



TRAIL CHECKING 

I ■ i » , 

Trails chairman, Craigue 
Perkins, made a trip to Cooper 
Lodge via The Trail from Clement 
Shelter. 

He reported that though the 
road is a bit rough there is no 
difficulty in driving a car in to 
Clement, ^e found Clement clean, 
and in reasonably good condition. 

The top of the chimney here needs 
repair. 

From Clement on to Cooper 
there is plenty of brushing out 
to be done above Gov- Clement 
but the trail can he ft llowsd 
without difficulty. 

In the vicinity of Cooper 
Lodge the birch leaves are just 
coming out and the general appear- 
ance is of early spring. 

Cooper Lodge was in good 
order, but the stove pipe here 
is down and a trip to Cooper will 
be necessary with materials to 
make the needed replacement. 

A DAY AT GOV. CLEMENT SHE LTER 

On Staurday, June 15th, eight 
people found Gov. Clement a good 
place to spend a hot dny. There 
was a cool breeze most of the day, 
and, even more cooling, the icy 
waters of Cold River. 

Even tho we drove way dn to 
the shelter- (the fact that we wers 
taking in the "makings" for a new 
picnic table furnished the excuse 
for this) - we got our exercise after 
we arrived. There was brush to 
be cut and cleared away and the us- 
ual odd and ends to be picked up. 

Some went to work on this while 
Craigue built the table which was 
ready for use at lunch time. After 
lunch, work was resumed with Craigue 
and Jack Martin as the most steady 
workers. The rest of us alternated 
working and resting with the rest 
periods predominating. 

It is amazing how much c a n be 
accomplished around a shelter in a 
day of moderate work by a few people= 
and what a good time can be had 
in the process. 


AnNUAL MEETING OF 
THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC 
JUNE 1-2, 1957 

Following a ten o'clock 
coffee hour, the G.M.C. annual 
meeting was called to order at 
11 AM in the BartxC'' Church rooms 
in Rutland, The Secretary's 
report was given v ■? Mrs Lillian 
P Lodge of Union, N,J. ^ne 
Treagurer’s report was given by 
Ted n. Goddard of Old Bcjrnington. 
Section Presidents reported as 
follows: Jack Martin foi the 

Killington Section; Piny for 
the Burlington Section; 3jov. 

Kent for tne Brattleborr Section. 
John Paulson of the Bennington 
Section reported for his group. 
Reports bjr letter were received 
from the Barre, Montpelier, and 
Mic’dlebury Sections, Miss 
Francis Green spoke for the 
Moichester Section and Introduced 
Mr. and Mrs, Field send 3 who were 
to speak at the evening meeting. 
Speaking for the New York Section 
was Mrs. Laura Woodward Abbott 
of New York, the woman for whom 
Laura Woodward Shelter near Jay 
Peak was named. She has been 
a member since 19‘ 1 6 9 Killington 
Section member /’thirge Kirk was 
the only other mender present 
who has been a member that long. 

It was announced that seven 
persons had earned their End-to - 
Enders awards during the past 
year. The Guide B 00 & committee 
reported that the next revision 
will be put forth two years 
hence. One special feature of 
the meeting was display of 
GMC publications and Conservation 
materials arranged by trustees 
Louise Goeres and Jack Martin, 

Unanimously reelected to 
office were Mr. Ted Goddard 6f 
Newfane as Clerk and Miss Minerva 
Hinchey of Rutland as Correspond- 
ing secretary, and the following 
trustees: Paul Newcomb of Rutland 

Larry Dean of Burlington, Arthur 
Koerber of Pittsfield, Mass., 

Alan Gormly of Holden, Mass. AND 


Hiss Louise Goeres of North 
Haledon, N.J. A resolution 
was read and adopted in homage 
to Mr. Leone Smith of Pittsford 
the GMC President who died this 
year. 

While the trustees were 
meeting at the Long Trail Lodge 
in the afternoon.. 3 r, va"al members 
took hikes in tne vichr.lv/ of 
Pico and Blue Ridge, the 
trustees cee :ing, the ' 1j.c in g 
officers were elect?! 

Arthur Koerber, Pitted. 1 , old. Mass. 

V- Press Ted Talbot, ■ ihi.' r ' :• n 
Del ■ , Tr ear, : Ted Go Ir e , ’ 1 1 
Becmiurk^v, .Anodic- . b 
Hir ,*..os+- Clk aj. I.'Im ".edge, 
Uni ur , H , -j - Mm imer ? d.\ c u ? i ^d 
and disposed of bjji the trustees 
included, the procurement of 
uniform registers for all shelters 
on the IT, seisignmert of trail 
maintenance particular sect- 
ions cf the r.-.ubr V.c problem of 
suitable a \* 'tmfvm f'\_i '.-high- 
way crocsing rr.gr a, and the ap- 
pointment of committees- Cheir 
meeting closeu with the designa- 
tion of a Long Trail conference 
and trustees meeting on Nov 2nd. 

The business of the day being 
completed, the group was ready for 
an evening of sociability. This 
began with dinner at Long Trail 
Lodge at 6:30 P.M. Following din- 
ner everyone found comfortable 
chairs in the Chalet lounge, and 
started the evening off with com- 
munity singing of Long Trail songs, 
Louise Goeres, "Him" and "Ben" Bell 
led the singing. The main feature 
of the evening program was the 
showing b£ Mr, Fieldsends of some 
of his beautiful colored slides of 
Vermont scenes. 

Thanks are due to the chair- 
man of the committee for the Annual 
Meeting, Mrs. Lillian Lodge, for 
a most enjoyable day. 

Our next GMC get-to-gether 
will be the Intersectional to be 
held in the Mt. Mansfield area on 
Aug. 17-18. We'll give you more 
details later, but save those dates 
and plan to attend. 
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Li'. 1 lin^, to;?. 


Tine_ L _ Junes;;, July 2 
race, u V Or yap, Chittcnccu 

,.c Lope vc 1 11 soc you ell 
at this annual a 12 a ir end that 
vc will have a war; and plea- 
sant hay i'or svi. r.iny , sitting, 
and chat tiny, and of course 
catiny . Jo, peek your lunch 
and your a - in suit anc join ir 
the fun. This is an outiny en- 
joyod by old and youny alike. 
iC will moot at the relton school j 
at 10;CL n .h . . Those v .o can»t 
jo until later just cone al ony 
when you car.. .#hy not ask 1 our 
folks alo/iy on t J.3 on, Junior 
i. either 3$ I*.: sure tncy v/oulc 

enjoy this outi.-y, too. 

Time ; Jaturda* , nuy. 10 
Plac e ; Lincoln u-ap to ...rcadloaf 

This out iny was scheduled 
particularly for those vho arc 
scekiny to couple te the entire 
length of The Trail xor an Lnd- 
to-Lneer award, but I*n sure it 
will be a worthwhile trip for 
anyone to make whether they 
have done a lot or a little. 

This section induces sev- 
eral yood sizee ...ountuins. it. 
brant, elev, 3awl ft, it. Cleve- 
land, 3500 it- it. .loosovelt, 

35 CO ft; anc it. .ilson, 3750 ft. 

since this is a lony trip. 


(a little over 12 miles), anc a 
lony crivc, an early start is 
planned . Tor tnis reason anc the 
fact a car must be plantcc where 
the . roup will come out, those who 
wish to yo slioulc. contact Vera 
ierkins (u 3-29ij.l ) before Tricay, 
.-.uyust 9th so taat arrangements 
can be mace. 

T ime : .lU^ust 1 f - 18 

x lac e ; Ir.tcrsectional 

fount Lansfield .ire a 


The ce tails on this trip have 
not reacLec us yet iron Don havens 
of curl iny ton, so look for complete 
cetails in your nuy. 3; CL*. b.'D 
DL-LLd. Trips to the Lansfield „ 
area have a 1 »/.;•: s aeon yreat fave _ 
orities so why not plan to attend 
anc make hill in^. ton jectxon's 
yroup one of the laryest. 

..xjwo xciOn C.vjl Jl n 


.io hear that oi.Cer ^ob 
ierkins has been at the hiy.hest 
point in the b,3. - Lt. jhitney 
(elev. Uj.,1* 95 ft.), me hikec in 
9 idles anc mace a base camp at 
timber line anc then went to the 
top of the mountain and tack to 
camp the next cay. we have ssked 
bob for a stor' on his trip anc 
Lope to have it in time for ■'our 
iiu; ust issue of J. L.:D £L.id,3. 

If it coesn’t arrive in time for 
that watch for it in o later issue. 


SibCILL JCTIoS 

ns your editor I m very 
sorry to have to announce that 
our printers, Oeile one visile 
have asked to be relieved of 
their cuties since they are 
planning to leave butland in 
the near future, he certainly 
will be sorr7 to 3ee then* *_ o 
and we wish then the cost ox luck . 

Their resignation leaves us 
very short Lanced and unless 
sons of 70U folks will help us 
out I'm efraic the t v .-aper will 
have to be curtailed to a one 
or two page news sheet if it can 
be continued at all. be hate to 
c.o this so won't some of vou vol- 
unteer to help us out? 

..hat ve need id someone to 
cut t„e stencils and run off the 
paper. The first is necessary 
because I co.Jt aeon to yet onto 
spea :inr terms with back's t: pe- 
nter - v ra.itec. I*..* a poor ty- 
pist anyway but sometimes I think 
the thing is a“one Lan" machine 
since when I use it it continual- 
ly ships spaces, gets capitals 
out of lino, am. .generally behaves 
like an unruly besot. The sc cone 
problem is that 1 nave no mimeo- 
graph -- Craigue has offeree the 
use of his but we need someone to 
run them off since I can't co it 
by remote control a no besic.es it 
would uardly be safe to let carol 
and ..anc;- in on the nrocuc-tion. 

lo how about some volunteer si 

The work can be dived among sever- 
al. Call me at id 3—--o21 or Vera 
at 3-29,':.l -right a a;". 

Janet martin, itor 

b'fOVb ilih Ii IT ALL _I) 

If 7'ou happen to arrive at 
Cooper Lodge, hilling. ton, come 
cole, wet night, 7 ou should find 
everything ' ±rl order for 7 our com- 
fort . 

Craigue i erkj.ns, Coe i.aeeka, 
ane a cousin of Joe's name a trip 


there a short time ago to install 
the ne eeec. stovepipe. On this 
same trip they also replaced a 
wincow sash which someone hae 
recoveu. 

1 ITTIsi hCoh xCd'b 

b-*- 

*/ 

Judy -^llard 

>.t 900 -a.i . on iaturcay, 

July 13, s group of lie left from 
..eldon jehool for little dock iond, 
on wh.at appeared to be a dreary day. 
Luring the mile hike in, the sky 
started to clear, by the time the 
land .as reached it was all cleared 
and the sun './as 3hiiiiu.g brightly. 
Craigue -tonkins brought the ru-ber 
coat in a ne it was used almost every 
minute- (except, of course, at meal 
time), when we , ot there we xounu a 
group of _,aglc ^.07 scouts irom 
^uincy, mass,, sta7 ing for a week 
in the shelter. Later another group 
came in to stay over. lew of us 
went in swim did- ana the water wasn't 
too cole; as we started u.ack the 
sky clouxcc over u^ain. 

.,-e all ..sc a wonderful ane 
joyous ea: at Little lock xoncl . 

itLIf 

"ieal iorning" b* kowena farre 
is the entertaining account of life 
in a remote croft in the Scotch 
highlands . do ona and her aunt were 
7 idles irom the nearest neighbor, 
but had c ov.,.h animals to kc-op them 
fr s.i boi< lo iCoOMCj with a baby seal, 
two otters, tx/o scgnirrels, nmd. cvx . 
a -pet rat. The; often hiked in the 
hi h misty moors ant : ountai:i3, some- 
times v. auger ous ./hen io L oa-.e uj>. 

Once .lOwena vent on a 5 c.ay^ hike alone 
across t.^e wiit.crviess, having little 
left to cat men she finally came 
out again to civilisation, nowena 
and her aunt had little money,’ but 
found joy in simple things, and this 
book is full of the happiness found 
in the world of out-of-doors. This 
shoulc. appeal to GiCers. 


* 
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CO.. T ! 0 EVENTS 

TIE: Sunday, Sant, 15, 10 , 

D 1 ACE : ’■’a^'-ood n ond 

This National Forest rec- 
reation area is a beautiful snot* 
From the nond we can follow a 
NSF? road to ad To~ T, otch and 
ad To*" * T otch Shelter (2 1 rei.). 
'’’here we can have lunch or if 
a bition prevails we <°an iT o on 
to the sur-it of Stvles c eak 
(Elev. 3404) fror. which there is 
an excellent lookout. 

e will 1 esve I eldon Fchonl 
at 10:00 A, . This is a new trio 
on our sc^ed’ le so all you younm 
adventurers co _i 3 and en; : ov t^'s 
out^nsr. The trio can be as much 
of a .•’aunt a.s vou wish to make 
it . 


TI E: Sat. - r e~t. 2*, 9:00 A .!• . 

FT. ACE: Gov. Cement to Sooner 

Iod.^e to Shrewsbury °eak. 

* EiHinvton c eak trin in 
the Fall is al’ r avs a beautiful 
one. Due to recent lumber opera- 
tion in the vicinity of Gov. Cle- 
ent it is possible to dr've to 
the shelter, with care. From, there 
it is 4.1 mi. to Coooer I.odye, 

(3 1 hr.). if ter about a rile on 
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the return trin a side trail 
takes us over the summit of 
c hrewsbnrv ^eak where roue fine 
views should nresent themselves 
before our descent to T ’ortharr 
and the home trin. 

The return fro 7 * Cooler is 
only a Vlf -ile longer than to 
Gov. Cle ent with a 2f hr. time 
estimate. Total hikiu<T time is 
less than six hours with added 
time for reals and vie’-inv. T he 
fall folia -me s’' 0 ’ld be at or near 
its hi Th noint. and the cool autumn 
weather nv-es for ideal hikinr. 

Dia: out ’ r our boots or sturdy shoes 
and loin us. 


NOTICE 

v ew sched\‘le cards are en- 
closed with this issue of S'. 0EE 
.CD BlZES. If vou know of anv* 
one who - ight be interested in 
extra schedules notify ’"’resident 
Jack I artin, or Outin? Chairman, 

Joe T ’adeka or Publicity Chairman, 
Rachel Dell* 

"e hone that as many of you 
as nossible can find time to core 
out for one or r ore of the events 
which you find listed on the card. 
P lace your schedule bv the ’phone 
v’-ere it will be noticed and handv. 


'LATER S°ORTS DEPT. 

If you look ins5ds a cloud 
vou are supposed to find a s5.1« 
ver lining. I ore likely '’■ou’ll 
find our four would-be End-to- 
Enders. 

Yen, we did it again! Started 
south from Lincoln Gan in the 
pouring rain. There were only a 
few real showers during the day. 

The rest of the tin’.e it rained 
steadily. It was only during the 
first five rinutes that we ware 
getting wet . 

The Tr~il climbed steeplv out 
of the Pass to what should have 
been a look-out. 7 e decided 
it would rake a good ob -active 
for a ha]f-day hike sometime. 

Part way up ft. Grant the Trail 
followed an old wood road through 
what is now known as ,r ’allow Hollow' 
' T a noticed the mud here only be- 
cause it was over a foot dee^. 

The climb to the summit, ^a? easv 
end then w e drifted down to 
Cooley Glen Shelter for a fire- 
less lunch. 

The climb up Ut. Cleveland was 
nuite steen and we did it a little 
too fast. Toward the end of the 
da -1 ' - we felt the effects. 

On to It. Roosevelt. Pn to this 
point the Trail ’-as co- pi etelv 
oversTO’-Ti. There were no blow- 
downs but little to show where 
the Trail was supposed to go 
except the feel of t he harder 
packed earth under our feet. 

From lit. Roosevelt south to 
Bfeadloaf the Trail was much 
better. e nassed two or three 
lookouts more or less clouded 
in. 

fit Breadloaf Shelter we had 
another lunch with a fat porky 
for company. The rain actually 
let un for a time but soon 
after rea ' ly came down again. 

t the ton of Breadloaf v T e had 
our first and only trouble finding 
the Trail. It see'T’S the Long Trail 
south actually goes north at this 
n'-'int. ‘ T e iust couldn’t believe 
that the TT est lookout arrow 


f really pointed west. Luckily 
the sun shown through the clouds 
.iust long enough to get us 
oriented and we finally found 
the Breadloaf side trail. A new 
and comnlete set of arrows is 
needed on this summit . 

The Breadloaf side trail was 
well blazed and in good condition. 
At least it was in as good con- 
dition as a vertical trail can 
be. * T e had already hiked eleven 
miles in the rain and the last 
two down the mountain to the 
Steam Till Leadow (signs?) seemed 
rore like four miles. 

At last we reached the car we 
had planted there the nio-ht before, 
"e drove up a back road to Lin- 
coln ^ass to retrieve the car 
we had left there long, long ago 
that morning. Got there about 
dark and so home to bed. But 
def initely! 


BUCHANAN I.T . DEDICATED 

On Sun. Aug. 4th, three Kil- 
lington Sec. members enjoyed a trip 
to 'estfield for the Dedication of 
Buchanan Kt. 

It was a fine dav and the ex- 
•.ercises were held on the lawn of 
the Hitchcock Library, r estfield, 
in the Jay Peak area. 

Roy and Helen Buchanan were 
escorted to seats of honor on the 
platform by a group of ; ’End-to-enders 
Harold C. Collins, a past President 
of GNC then told of Roy’s ■< r ears of 
work on The Long Trail, all but 
a half mile of its 260 miles having 
been laid out by him. Roy is also 
responsible for the erection of 22 
of The ^rail's shelters* 

Buchanan Kt. was formerly known 
as Old Srlatterfoot - a name orig- 
inally given it by Roy. Ve hate 
to lose such a colorful name but 
we are very happy that there is now 
a Buchanan Kt. on The Long Trail 
and glad that we could be present 
when Roy was accorded this well 
deserved honor. 


OUT IT G T C.7. c. ? 
by 

Bob ^aul 

* t 10:00 . . Sunday Jul v 

2-Bth, we started off for Chitten- 
den Dam to srer.d a dav at the 
C.V.F.-'. Cano, Altbowh the 
weather didn't look ver* Prom- 
ising it see* ed as though every- 
one had a von r vood tine. 

'•r.:opy t v, e ^eoole who were 
there ’-’ere the .followin'?: 

Vera Parkins. Petty Bail (the 
Bird hatcher), ; arie Grav, 

Eleanor " n lker, Jack "elch, Joe 
Hadeka , Steve p fermln~, Tor 
T^renz’^e, Janet I artin and her 
two children, Bob r aul, Doreen 
Paul, Claire P erfetti, and the 
last of the ^an" r Crai.rue "erkins* 
larv T 'erkins 'ade a trio uo in 
the norni"^ to surv^v trans^or 
tation but couldn't st-’ r because 
of Ca-p "uests. 

lost of t’ e cun^er ovp 
’•'ere interested in sw?;- 7 and 
bo^tinv. A few of the oartv 
took in a short wa" 1 k. Betty 
B 11 and ' arie Gray also ent 
for a walk ‘-’here thev discover- 
ed a very rare bird. The wav 
Betty described it ’-’as that it 
sounded as though the bird "ere 
drinking. The call of tMr bird 
as, ?r ich, three beers'. 

Before t v is bird, ^atchir.v 
exoedition occurred, everyone 
had lunch. 

Even though there '-’ere 
scattered showers during the 
afternoon, all nresent seered to 
he eniovin^ then selves. 

The rain oartv broke n.p 
about 6 P. T . All in all it 
turned out to be a wonderful dav. 

OFF TO OHIO 

"a regret to announce that 
we are losing our bridge build- 
ers. Cecile and Emile Doselli 
left about Sent. 1st for Ohio 
where Errs le has accented a 
pos-'tion with the Ohio Edison 
Co., in Akron. They will live 


in Cuiahoma Falls, Ohio. 

j T-T e were pleased to see a fea- 
ture article in ^he Burlington p ree 
! tress recently on Cecdle and Erile 
and their bridge buildinv project. 

a wish them luck in their new 
location. 

HIKE TO GRIFFITH I.A"E 
by 

P at T runeau 

Since I a n new to the Hil- 
i lin-^ton Section of the 0’ C bv 
wav of rv uncle, resident Jack 
j ? art in, T will trv to write this 
! stor-v as it cares to r>e. 
j On Auv. 24-th five members 
I ret at 7 -Idon c chool in beauti.- 
i ful '-eather. Thev "era Joe 
\ ^adeka, Judv Allard, Carol and 
Jack I artin and nvself . f, e 
j drove to Danbv and a little 
below to a sravsl road where we 
■ found tv>e 'lake Trai. 1 s'«m in- 
| dlcat'nr our starting ppint. 

* e followed the trail through 
t rrettv woods, by a serins:, past 
a farm, and then steeply up to 
| a fine lbokout where we could 
; see out over Danbv to a mountain 
j with its "uarrv vi]es. 

*fter about 2| hours we 
! reached Griffith lake, a small 
b*-t orettv ’'ond in the riddle 
of t v e forest. T e f c;und an old 
earn on the lake shore with a 
sort of a dock over the water, 
there we chose to eat. *n Hour 
or so later, reluctantly, we 
head d down, reactin'? the car 
in about t'- ? o hours. 

EDITOT »5 NOTE 

'e are sorrv to be so late 
with this month's vapor. In an 
effort to the paper out near- 
er the first of the month w S are 
making this a two -month issue. 

e wish to express our thanks 
at this tire to r, earl Nichols who 
has assumed t^e duties of Typist; 
Craiyue n erk ins for Pr'vt'np - ; and 
Eleanor ,T alker for ddressinv. 



On the weekend of August 17- 
1# the Bt-uggler’s w otch St^te 
Park ’-'as the headquarters for one 
of the best Intersectionals of re- 
cent -"ears. T^e crowd started 
asse blir.* 7 earlv and by "rioiav 
evening ore t^an 40 0- Cers were 
registered . 

Saturday vorn^ng da’^ed brirht 
and clear and everyone T as ea^er 
to get started on the da-g’s activi- 
ties. It. .• ansfield was the co- - 
ron ob ective with sore riding 
the lift, and others hiking u.' to 
the top. A variety of tri~s were 
taken fro the ton "ith everyone 
encoring to the fullest, a nerfect 


dav on the Fountain. 

The Saturday evening get-to- 
gether was held in the lounge of 
the '-'ark Pecreation building. The 
number n-resent fro - the different 
sections was rerouted "it*" 1 Pigling- 
ton t a living l^. After iters of 
soec’al interest, had bse” 'resent- 
ed, and a fe" stonies of ex^er - ’ - excels 
on T^e Trail recounted a couni e 
ski "'ovies - ere shown . 

Sunday "as another fine 
day and tri^s "ere . ade to Srruce 
^eak and Sterling ""ond b’ r .'any 
groups. Evervone seered loath to 
have the weekend over and it was 
6 r '. . before the car^site was 
nrettv well cleared. 

The total regi. station reach- 
ed. 10P which • ust ^’ve been reward- 
ing to the committee "hich d’'d 
such a splendid ioh on arrange- 
ments; even to providing good weather 
e "ere sorrv not to have 
•■ore Millington 'action,'- members 
there to eniov the fun. Better 
nlan now to be on hand next veer. 


T U E C VS OF THE 'T DS 

bv 

Barbara Allard 

Arong the more interesting 
snots on I t. 1'ansfield is t u e 
Cave of t u e *’inds. During the 
G C Intersect! onal , t^ree other 
werbers and rvseTf took a trin 
down into t u e cave. Although 
only one of us had a rone and 
experience, two others had flash- 
lights and. "e we^e readv. 

e crawled over a fe" rocks 
and rrade the first and easiest 
descent bv weans of a ladder and 
so;- e heaw rone. PeacMng the 
first level, "a sto^d on a led.ge 
and one bv one disappeared into 
the black hole at our feet. 

At the next lev^l t'ere was 
less roo to st ^d 'nd do"n we 
vent qg?in. this ti> e q- its a 
we^s. Bo- ew’~ ere along the wgv 
one of the flashlights took a 
short cut to the bottom, there 
"ere still three of ”s to get to 
the bottom. Every once in a 
"hile we "ould get a cold gust 
of air and out. "ould go the crv, 
•’Cose that door! 1 '. 

"hen vou are dargling on a 
rone in total darkless and you 
don’ 4- know h ere the botto 1 is, 
vou are ?”t to get a funrv feeling 
The cave itself is J ust a 
series of crevices in the rocks 
and '' s much colder t’-an a cave. 
There were sheets of ice over the 
"alls. The wells are irostlv 
from 3 to 4 feet a art and the 
cave goes do"n about 60 feet. 

“hen. we got to the bottom 
of t u e cave we found the fash- 
ight and T guess it wanted to 
get out =s it ’''orked better than 
before. 

After sliding do'w an. ice 
slide and climbing over several 
obstacles we were at t v e verv 
bottom. Tee barred our wav to 
the chamber w’-ere the bottle is 
kent that vou can nut your name in 
-- s we were wet and a little 
chillv we started right back. ,T e 
can't wait to go amain. 


IT'D T ’ ”JT'P’' ,T JY 

by j 

Fob p erkins 

? t. ’hitnev, highest ■’eak in 
the United States at 14,4Q6 feet, 
was the destination for this 
transplant ed SI Cer on the Dong 
4th of Jn.lv weekend. Savins climb- 
ed in the mountain? of southern 
California, but not in the Sierra 
Nevada, T didn’t know T -hat condi- 
tions to exoect so wife and child- 
ren vere left at home and four 
dav’s food was packed. 

Jn order to net an earlv 
start I left I os ugeles right 
after ,r ork on ednesda ,r , drove 
about 100 riles and slert beside 
the road in the I ohave Desert. 

Up at da TT n, another 100 rile drive ; 
got me to lone "ine for breakfast* 

A road, leaves the hi.gh* r av ?t lone 
p ine and cli bs to ^200 feet at 
T hitnev Mortal close no under the 
abrupt eastern face of the Sierra* 

I was on t^e trail by 9:30 with 
I t. "hitney 13 trail roil es away 
and 6300 feet un. This works out 
to be abort like cli bing p ico 
t’-'ree ti! es end the fourth time 
eoinp- on to K Islington . 

The tr^il is an excellent one 
maintained hy the Forest Service. 

It is nowhere verv steep or d^ffi* 
cult as it is designed for a horse 
trail as well as for hiking. The 
grade is V5r f stead ,r '-'ith numerous 
switchbacks. The first part of 
the cli 'h is thru typical western 
mountain forests - evergreens, 
large by Vermont standards but not 
the giant seruoia. The lack of 
underbrush is evident. Full grown 
trees appear to have sprouted from 
the sand and gravel ground. 

In four miles I reached 
; irror Lake at 10,600 feet. This 
is the last car-pin-^ spot below 
t v e timber line and since I need- 
ed wood for cooking, this was it 
for t u e first dav. Another time 
Iwould brin^ a s’ all stove and 
camp a rile or two further in. 

After a leisurely rr.ea.l I unrolled 
my sleeping bag and went to bed 
at dusk. 


Conveniently at 4:45 ^ 

I was awakened bv a loud blast 
from v 'ucca Flats, some 75 miles 
away. *fter breakfast, leaving 
ry pack at . irror Lake and tak- 
ing onlv a trail lunch and car- 
era, I ,T as on the trail before 
seven. I ’-'as above the trees 
almost immediately and in three 
short miles massed Consolation 
Lake which was still frozen 
over solid. Here the climb up 
the actual face of the mountain 
begins and the next four miles 
is a continual series of switch- 
backs. The trail was clear and 
drv except in three or four 
places where large sno’-' drifts 
remained. I think the altitude 
was bavin* 7 some effect as each 
mile seemed longer than the 
last. However, I reached the 
pass, 13,600 feet, by 11:30 and 
decided to <?o the final two 
miles to the ton. 

From the pass to the ton 
the tra’l goes along the ridge 
with views over into the Ceouoia 
r ark wilderness on t^e western 
side of the mountains, with 
numerous lakes and forests. 

This fi'-al t Ti o miles, although 
partly level, reouired several 
rest stops and took nearlv two 
hours. The view from the top 
was onlv fair, the day being a 
little hazy. The Owens Valley 
and lone p ine lie to the east, 
and hirh mountains in the other 
three directions. It was sunny 
and arm. on top - tee shirt 
weather. 

The trio down was unevent- 
ful. The trail was now a brook 
in spots, the afternoon sun hav- 
in'’ melted more of t’~e snow. 

I was back at l irror lake bv 
six o’clock, tired, hut no more 
so than would be expected after 
any 1? mile hike. I lazed 
around carp the next morning, 
packed out to the car after 
lunch, and was back in Los 
Anmeles by 10: CO that evening. 

Fext time you’re in Calif- 
ornia - whv not climb It. 'hit- 
ney? 
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COKING EVENTS 

TIKE: Sunday?-, Oct. 13, 1©;30 A.K* 

PLACE: Hadeka Farm, Granville, 

New York 

This will be a good, colorful# 
fall hike. The trail is about 
a mile long leading to a pic- 
turesque pond. About one quart- 
er mile away on a not too steep 
hill there is an abandoned tow- 
er once used as a library. An 
extensive view can be seen into 
a beautiful eastern Sew York 
valley, including a view of the 
Comstock Prison. 

We will meet at Leldon 
School at 10:30 A.L. Our srart- 
ing point is about 25 miles from 
Rutland in Kiddie Granville. 

This is not too difficult a 
hike so I hope as many as can 
will come, for a very enjoyable 
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TIKE: Saturday, Oct. 26,10:30 a.K 

PLACE: Bald Lountain 

It has been several years 
since we have climbed this 
nearby mountain. However, it 
is a very pleasant trip which 
is not too difficult. The re- 
ward is an excellent view of the 
Otter Creek valley. Since it 
is so nearby, the starting time 
will be 10; 30 A.K« at Keldon 
School 


HAPGG0D POND TRIP 

A very small group consist- 
ing of the four hartins and Kiss 
Bjorg Jensen, exchange teacher 
from Norway now teaching at 
Rutland High School, went on the 
trip to Hapgood Pond. By reason 
of threatening weather we drove 
close to Ilad Tom Notch shelter. 
The rains descended in the midst 
of lunch 30 we beat a hasty re- 
treat into the shelter and deci- 
ded that even if it stopped the 
trail would be too wet for hiking 
to Styles Peak so instead we went 
for a short auto tour. 


RUM-AGE SaLE 

SATURDAY, KOV. 9 ! 

• 

It’s that tine again l You 
get out the children's winter 
clothes only to find they've 
grown out of them. Your summer 
things look pretty well beaten 
up too. You want to freshen up 
the house for the winter days a- 
head when you'll be spending more 
time in it- The GhC Rummage Sale 
solves your problem. It's just 
the place to dispose of those 
things which you no longer want, 
but which are still too good to 
t hr o\7 away. 

You'll be doing a bit for 
GKC too. we need money to help 
build up the treasury after the 
expense of materials for that 
fine bridge over fill River. Yfe 
have other Trail ant. Shelter 
maintenance projects too. So 
let's make this the best sale yet* j 

The Sale will be held in 
the neighborhood Rooms on Satur- 
day, i'Tov. 9. We will be at the 
Rooms from 9 to 5 Friday and 
would like to receive everything 
that day. There is always a big 
rush when we open the sale so it 
is important to have everything 
arranged and priced before then. 

If you have material but no way 
to get it to us, call Craigue 
Perkins - 3- 795k - Thursday even- 
ing, or call Vera lerkins - 
3-R9l;l - earlier that week. 

We need help on both Friday 
and Saturday. On Saturday the 
need is greatest from 9 bo 11 A.L* 
for selling and again at the end 
of the day for clearing up. Vie 
can keep you real busy any time 
Friday. Let us hear from you if 
you can help on either (or BOTH) 
days . 

Anything usable is salable. 
Dishes, kitchen utensils, curtains, 
bedspreads, clothing of all kinds 
(especially children's) are some 
of the items in greatest demand. 
Costume jewelry, gift items and 
nic-nacs also sell well. 


Get together as much as you 
can - collect from your friends 
and neighbors too. If we have a 
good stock on hand our customers 
will do the rest. 

SOUTH SID 

It's very dark at 5 A.L. as 
k would-be-Snd-to-cnders found out 
when they rose for the trip to the 
south end of The Trail, due to the 
early take-off, though, we were on 
the trail by 8:30 A.L. at -illiams- 
town. Lass. This was an approach 
trail and was hilly indeed. In 
fact at one point it was nearly 
perpendicular , with slippery rocks 
and few holds. Fortunately, this 
didn't last long. We did this hike 
in the fall, so it would be cool, 
but it was hot and muggy, which 
didn't help at all on the climb. 

From the top of the rocky a-' 
scramble, it was a gentler ascent 
to the junction with the Applachian 
Trail We noted different plants 
than farther north, with quite a bit 
of sassafras, and some real chestnut. 

From the junction with the AT, 
the trail went over a lot of rocky 
open area, colorful with the copper 
and rust tones of the extensive 
blueberry bushes. There were blue- 
berries there too. There would have 
been several fine views if the fog . 
hadn't been too thick. 

The woodland we finally entered 
was unusually beautiful, with many 
open glades, colorful with clumps 
of plum colored hobblebush, and 
carpeted with gayly-colored leaves. 

The brooks were dry, so we 
ate a dry lunch in an open part of 
the woods. Even the brook at Seth 
warner C amp was cry, when we came 
to that. 

The trip down County Roac. to 
the waiting car was an easy one, 
though it was still hot. 

One more lap needed doing, 
the road walk into Fay Fuller, from 
the main road, he did this and this 
completed the Long Trail walking 
for the three ierkinses. 


,-IX - TEEN - MILEb AND ANOTEEn 
DAY OLDER 

That’s Trail miles, and every- 
body knows a Trail mile is equal 
to 5£80 tiroes the age of the 
hiker times the weight of his 
pack, divided by the square of 
the conversation. (Provided it 
isn't too square.) 

bo that we might get a good 
start in the morning, the car 
was planted on the East Arlington 
Road the night before. After a 
supper in Bennington we drove out; 
to the Fay Fuller Camp to stay 
over night. 

We found the camp in excellent 
condition in every respect, home- 
body had done a good job of clean- 
ing up. (Thank you Bennington.) 

After a good night's sleep and 
a six-thirty breakfast we set off 
bright and early, (all right, just 
"early" then.) Bor some undeter- 
mined reason it wasn't raining, 
and we felt uncomfortable. The 
Trail up Glastenbury Mt. climbed 
steadily on an easy grade and we 
got to the camp w f ell ahead of 
Guide Book Time. 

We couldn't find any water and 
had to do r little guessing on 
which p"'th was L.Y. North. 

The lookout's cabin near the 
tower was found open epp rently 
to let out the hedgehogs that had 
chewed up through the floor 

Too bad these two half ruined 
CamDS on Glastonbury can't be 
cora’pined to make one completely 
ruined one. 

About el even -thirty we ate a 
dry lunch beside what should have 
been a rushing brook. The Trail 
was easy and soon we reached 
Caughnawags bhelter. A porky 
lunching on the bunk boards left 
without exchanging geeetings with 
us. Wo found water here r nd rested 
p few minutes . 

About two-thirty it started to 
drizzle and wa felt more at ease. 


The Trail was in pretry good 
condition. Paint had been 
applied recently apparently by 
Tom Thumb as the blazes varied 
from chest high to below 
waist high. 

Two beaver ponds were skirted 
and at last we came out on the 
East Arlington Road about five- 
thirty. 

Everybody felt so full of pep 
that we decided to hike the 
piece along the road, thus run- 
ning our total up to sixteen miles 
and making our longest but not 
hardest day on the Trail. 


TUCAmh LODGm REPaIK 

In August it was discovered 
that two sash at Tucker Lodge 
were ruined and that porkies 
might be able to get inside. 

Joe and Jimmie Hadeka and 
Craigue Perkins lugged in forty 
pounds of cement and new windo' - 
screening. The worst of the holes 
in the foundation were ceroente.’ 
up and uire placed over all wi 
window openings. 

on another work party Bob and 
Churchill ^cott helped install 
the two new sash and paint them. 

Anybody want to paint the rest 
of the sash and apply creosote? 


BREVITIES 

Buffurn shelter was inspected 
by Vera Perkins and Eleanor 
».alker and found in neat con- 
dition. The old stove needs 
some repair for when the snow's 
of winter make outdoor cooking 
difficult. 

margie Allard is home for a 
two weeks vacation. 

Sharon Krauss is at UVa as 
a memoer of the Class of '61 

.Lom Ranney is a freshman 
student at Castleton College. 


KILLIiiGrTOii THE SOUTH 


b'here were you all on Sat- 
urday, Sept. 28th? Wherever you 
were it couldn't have beon nic- 
er than it was on IZillinyton. 

Starting tine found three 
hikers, Sortie .PLlard, Vera and 
Craigue Perkins, at Leldon. 

Pres. Jack Lartin was on hand 
to help with transportation if 
needed. However, the hikers de- 
cided to omit Shreiifsbury Peak 
and have all the available time 
at Killington. This eliminated 
any special transportation prob- 
lems and we were soon on our way. 

First stop was Gov. Clement 
where we left the car. a quick 
check of this shelter disclosed 
one puzzling circumstance. The 
old picnic table had been replac- 
ed in the shelter and the new 
one left standing on end by the 
outdoor fireplace. We noted 
again the improved appearance of 
the surroundings as a result of 
the brush cutting and clearing 
up which uas cone on a visit 
there last spring. 

Leaving Gov. Clement, we 
started climbing almost at once. 
After passing through the fair- 
ly recent lumber operations, the 
trail, worn into the sice of the 
mountain and sloping away steep- 
ly on our right, took us through 
woods, briglit with sun on fall 
leaves and roofed with a sky 
seeming to grow bluer as we 
climbed toward it. 

iifter about 2 miles of a 
gradual but steady climb, the 
trail follox;s along the ridge 
and there is little noticeable 
climbing. we began asking our- 
selves, "Where is Killington?", 
as we couicn't see it ahead. 

Then, succenly, there we were at 
Cooper Lodge 1 

Craigue had brought up a 
new grate for the stove and 
while that was being installed 


BaFbie initiated a "Clean-up 
Campaign" . The grate fitted per- 
fectly. hater was soon hot and 
lunch being enjoyed, be counted 
7 broken lights of glass which ue 
hope can be replaced before winter. 

Immediately after lunch ue 
left for"the Peak" The view was 
good, especially toward the north- 
east. There was ice in the rock 
crevasses and a crisp wind on the 
peak, but the sun was bright and 
we lingered there as long as we 
could. En route to and from the 
peak ue met in all 9 other hikers. 

The return trip to Gov. 

Clement was interesting. The trail 
seen in reverse, with the sun slant- 
ing. into the wooes at the late 
afternoon angle, gave us many new 
impressions . 

Back at Gov. Clement, we 
found Jan and Jack Lartin with 
Carol and Nancy. After a welcome 
cup of coffee and a pleasant chat, 
we all headed back to Portland. 

There won't be a better hike 
this season. Too bad vou missed 
it J 

‘'HILLoIgE LAB VEST" 

Outdoor lovers -will enjoy 
the beautiful prose descrip- 
tions of familiar scenes and of 
everyday animals, plants, and 
birds, in this book by Lansing 
Christman. This a book to be 
savoured slowly, not swallowed 
in a gulp. It makes one realize 
the beauty around us. This 
countryman finds great joy in 
his hillsime pastures all the 
year around, and passes on to 
the reamer his keen me light in 
the world of nature. 

He write of such things as 
simmer sunsets, dept ember grapes, 
old fence rows, hill farm apples, 
wood-box cricket, hillsides of 
larch, muskrat marsh. 

( . !ano ver House , pub . ) 

E, Ball 
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COMING EVENTS 


TIME: Saturday Nov. 9, 9:00 AM 

PLACE: Neighborhood Rooms 
Rummage Sale 

Materials to be sold should 
be ready on Friday Nov 8th. If 
you can ’ t get them to the Marble 
Bank Neighborhood Rooms your- 
self call Vera Perkins 3-2941, 
or Creigue Perkins 3-7954. All 
articles must be in on Friday to 
permit sorting and labelling 
with prices. 


TIME: Sunday Nov. 10, 10:00 AM 
PLACE: Mystery Hike to Somewhere 

This promises to be an 
enjoyable and interesting hike 

to . The wind 

ma y blow or the snow may blow 
but you staunch hikers just need 
to pack that lunch end join us 
for a trip in the late Fall 
woods of Vermont. We promise a 
variety of terrain over which 
you can hike without difficulty 
to see a very nice view, weather 
permitting. Here is a fragmentary 
map which we found deep in a pile 
of Smoke and Blazes, a clue maybe? 



v 
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PSSTlHATlQKi Q ^ 

TIME: Sunday, Nov 24, 9:00 AM 

PLACE: Voter -white Lodge 6c 
Lake Pleiad 

V.e hope there will be good attend- 
ance for this joint trip with the 
Burlington Section. The lodge 
overlooks Lake Pleiad and the 
Middlebury College ski area. This 
lodge was built in 1952 by the 
MMC and has a beautiful site. It 
is only 0.2 mile west of the Long 
Trail at a point 1.2 miles from 
Middlebury Gap. Come along for 
this easy hike. 


COKING EVENTS (con't) 

TIKE - Sunday, Dec. 8-6 T.M. 
PLACE - Becchwood - Covereu Dish 

Supper 

I 

The covered uish supper 
this year will come the first 
week in December, Due to a con- 
flict with the Community Concert 
we have changed the cate from 
Saturday to SUNDAY, so please 
change the date on your schedule 
cords. 

As in the past we would like 
to know what you plan to bring 
so that we con keep a fair half v 
ance between salads, main dishes, 
and desserts. Please call 
Janet Martin, 3-8621, and tell 
her what you would like to bring. 
Please remember to bring your own 
dishes and utensils as it saves 
on the cleaning up. As usual 
there will be someone there from 
2P.M. on, so come and enjoy the 
afternoon too. Supper will be 
at 6 P.h. 

-VISIT TO NEW YORK STATE 

It was a perfect fall day 
when $ GMCera: journed to the 
Haceko farm in Granville, K.Y., 
on Sunday, Oct. 13th. 

After parking our cars in 
the farm dooryard, we started 
out for "the tower" , objective 
for this hike, Joe led us 'over 
the hills and through the woods' 
until finally ue sighted the 
golden dome a-top a hill about 
two fields away. 

Our watches and our appeti- 
tes suggested that we stop for 
lunch first and investigate the 
tower later, .accordingly, Joe 
directed us to a perfect picnic 
place near a small pond. This 
spot was complete with a maple 
grove in full fall coloring, an 
old stone wall, a ready to use 
fireplace, and even a hanay 
supply of firewood. 


After a leisurely lunch we 
visitec the tower which is an 
interesting marble structure of 
three stories, with two fire- 
places on the seconu floor, and 
topped by a gilt dome set on 
marble pillars. Unfortunately, 
what was once quite an imposing 
structure, now shows the aeterio- 
ration caused by abandonment and 
vandalism. The glass which en- 
closed the sices is broken out. 

VJhat was once , apparently, a small 
patio has grown up to weeds. 
Nothing, however has spoiled the 
excellent view which the to’wer 
affords. 

Various legends as to the 
original owner ana his purpose 
in building the tower have grown 
up. Erom a Granville resident 
we have what seems to be the real 
story. Unfortunately, it is not 
as exciting as the legends. It 
seems that the tower was built by 
a wealthy oachellor, who, at the ■_ . 
time, lived with his mother &nd 
owned a fine- house in Granville. 
They also had elaborate homes in 
several oti^er places. He built 
the to wer as a library and study 
and us 3C * * o spend much time there 
when ii 1 . Gr anville . He would often 
enterta} n house guests and local 
friends there for afternoon tea. 

He lived to be over ninety. 

After hi 3 death the books were 
removed and the tower fell into 
dis-use and disrepair. The story 
that it belonged to a New York 
banker who finally committed sui- 
cide probably springs from the 
fact that a close friend of the 
owner, who also had a home in 
Granville, was a New York banker, 
became involved in some Interna- 
tional banking deals during the - 
war and eventually aid commit 
suicide. 

All in all this was a new ana 
different trip ana made another 
pleasant aay to ach to the many 
such which our Out Jcheaule has 
provided. 


BALD fcT. AGAIN 

’quality rather than quanti- 
ty 'was the keynote of the group 
which gathered for the trip to 
Bald Lt. It was a return to a fav- , 
orite spot for ti>fo of the five 
hikers while for the other three 
it was a first trip. i 

we drove to the top of 'the 
Notch.,' left the car, and started 
out on the once farcaliar trail. 

\*e soon discovered that the trail 
had undergone many changes cue to i 
hurricane damage. VJc were doubt- 
ful at times that we were on the 
trail, outeventually it turned in 
the right direction and we reached j 
the spring - last chance for get- 
ting coffee water. We almost lost 1 
the coffee water farther along j 

when a fallen log proved unequal to 
the ^combined weights of 3 hikers. 

The rocky top, when reached, 
provided the same splendid view 
we remembered. On this bright 
October cay it was a most comfor- 1 
table place for our picnic lunch. 

It was hard to believe it could 
ever be cold enough there to 
freeze coffee in the cups - we 
still maintain it did though, one 
December day'. 

.»e lingered for awhile con- 
sidering the possibility of some 
of the party returning via Red 
Rocks and Clarendon, but decided 
to leave this for another day. 

Starting back we missed the 
trail completely and just wander- 
ed along in the right general di- 
rection enjoying the fall wooas. 
Finally we came out at the road a 
few vard3 west of our car, hav- 
ing crossed the trail somewhere 
without knowing it . 

This is a good, near-by, hike 
and could well be given a place 
on the schedule quite often. Again, 
it's too bad so many missed it. 



CONSERVATION BEGINS AT HOLE 
By Charles h, Wilson 
from an article in the Larch '57 
Nature Lag a sine 
~ The author notes that birds 
and wildlife live mostly on the 
edges of fields, woodlands, road 
and waterways. To develop his 
old Vt. farm as a wildlife refuge 
he rnaue a survey of his property 
to “count the blessings' 1 . 

He found 25 species of grasses- 
of value to wile. life. To increase 
them he did some selective thinning 
along woou and field cages . He 
also found intermittent stancs of 
such standbys for bird life as 
el^cx’berry, wild cherry, sumac, 
buththorn, haw, wild grapes, and 
other berries as well as small 
acorn oaks. These he is protect- 
ing, particularly against fire. 

Then his attention turned to 
fence rows and garden edges .here 
he hand sowed such feed supple- 
ments as grain, sorghum, kaffer, 
milo, maize, and dwarf sunflowers. 

The last part of the farm he 
attempted to improve for wild life 
was along the surface waterways by 
planting wildlife feed crops which 
grow in or near water . This is a 
largely undeveloped field in the 
U.3., but these plants strengthen 
edges, make valuable, fertile soil, 
and help with water conservation 
and erosion control. One of the 
plants he used here is wild rice. 
Others are muskgrass, ponaweed, 
wild celery, pickerel plant, spike- 
bush, and the American ponu lily; 
in moist places: water smartweed, 
sweet flag ana. three square rush. 

The author has found evidence 
that his old farm is noxir supporting 
more and varied forms of ’wild life 
and he no longer finds starved 
carcasses of wild life in the 
spring as he did xwhen he first 
came to the farm. 

if 
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TRA I Li COiix 

On the Lnd of November the 
trustees end officers of the C-MC 
met in the main club office at 
103 Merchants Row. The reading of 
the minutes of the June meeting 
was followed by several reports. 

Vice-President Ted Talbot, 
of Wilmington Delaware, report- 
ed on the possible changes which 
are contemplated for the next 
edition of the Long Trail Guide 
Book. His suggestions were 
concerned with a new and larger 
map sheet to be used with the 
various divisions of the LT. 

Mr Ben nolston of bchnec- 
teby presented cost data on the 
preparation of a supplement to 
the 1356 edition of the Guice, 
Material to be included in the 
supplement as outlined by Mr 
Rolston are (a) Poor conditions 
on the LT . (b) Additions to the 
system, (c) Relocations of the 
Trail, and (d) Planned or poss- 
ible changes in the above. 

Mr B.on yq&s of Burlington 
reported on the 1357 Inter- 
Sectional which w 7 as attended 
by 109 assorted hikers, ur 
Larrv Dean of Burlington made 
a progress report on the GMC 
history which, it is hoped, 
will be ready for the 50th year 
of GMC in 1360. 

Mr Paul Newcomb, the GiMJI 
supervisor spoke to the assem- 
blage about the proposals for 
and status of various ski dev- 
elopments as they affect the 
GMNF. Vie were particularly 
interested in the development 
which is proposed for the Clay 
Brook Basin on the Bastern 
flanks of Lincoln Mountain near 
Warren. The LT follows the 
Lincoln Mountain skyline and 
any ski development proposal 


might have an adverse effect on 
the LI or shelters. It was the 
opinion after some discussion 
that the development of the 
Basin as outlined in the prospe- 
ctus would cause no undue harm 
to the area in question, any 
slight changes in LT location 
would be the responsiblity of 
the permitee or the GMNF. One 
advantage would be the increased 
opportunity for maintenance in 
a presently somewhat inaccesible 
stretch of Trail. Mr Gene 
Bamforth of montpelier was voted 
a life member of the GMC. 

The 1358 Inter-bectional 
outing will be under the direct- 
ion of the Killington section. 

If you have any ideas for sites, 
trips and activities for the 
Inter-bectional please contact 
the section officers. We are 
open to suggestion. 

an annual Trail Conference 
was held in the GMC office after 
the trustee's meeting. Reports 
were received from the various 
sections concerning conditions 
and maintenance of their portions 
of the Long Trail and shelters. 

Problems discussed included 
that of the extent and nature of 
vandalism at LT shelters, 
reports were received concerning 
camp registers, trail blazing, 

Long Trail- highway crossing 
signs, and the supply of water 
at certain shelters during dry 
summers such as we have just had. 

We were glad to see two members 
of the .^iddlebury College Mount- 
ain Club at the meeting. 

-x- ***** -a- ft 

An amusing story heard at 
the meeting concerns a happening 
during the summer's LT Patrol. 

The boys met a strangely consti- 
tuted party complete w ith a 
loaded rifle bearing advance 
guard. The man scouting "up front" 
explained that "this was Wild 
country" and one shouldn't take 
any chances "in the Green Mts." 



COMING EVENTS 

TIME: Sat. December SI, 10 AM 

PLACE: Mount Carmel 

Last year’s trip to Mount 
Carmel encountered very bad 
weather. : .Ve hope we will have 
better luck this year. Hikers 
will meet at Meldon School at 
10:00 AM and drive to the Mount- 
ain Top Inn in Chittenden. From 
there they will hike on to New 
Boston, thence up the i ew Boston 
Trail to Carmel Camp where they 
will have lunch. A short steep 
tr-r il leads to the top of Mt 
Carmel which has a small steel 
tower on the summit. Fine views 
of the Green, White, and Adiron- 
dack Mountains. 

TIME: Sat. or. Sun. Jan 4 or 5 

7:0)0) PM"' 

PLACE: Moonlight Hike, to 
Tucker Lodge 

The winter moonlight hike 
has become a widely enjoyed 
annual affair. If you have never 
been, dig out your snowshoes and 
red flannels and come along, we 
promuee an unusual and rewarding 
experience. Weather permitting, 
the trip will be on Saturday. 

If that proves cloudy we will go 
on Sund-ay. If you are in doubt 
or need to borrow snowshoes. 


conctact Pres John Martin (S-86£l) 
Hikers will meet at Meldon at 
7:00 PM. 

-><• -A" -K" ■& 

Covered Dish Supper 

The annual covered dish 
supper at Beechwood was held on 
Sun. Lee. 8th. There were thirty 
members and guests present. The 
table was laden with good things 
to eat and everyone ate and ate 
and ate. as always there was an 
excellent variety of old and new 
favorites to satisfy the tastes 
of everyone from the three little 
ones on up. This has always been 
a good family outing and we were 
glad to neve so many family groups 
there, ue even had two very well 
behaved four legged guests. 

The afternoon found many of 
the group hiking around the sur- 
rounding wooaed area where they 
made note of the growth of the 
reu Pine forest which hcS been 
recently been pruned and thinned. 

lake plieal 

A very small group gathered 
for this trip but the weather 
seemed too unpleasant for so long 
a jaunt. V.e are a bit red-faced 
to learn that a group from Burl- 
ington did go. Our apologies to 
them for not having the coffee 
hot on their arrival. 


RUUJiG-E j<iLS liETS v -9o 

Once again the Rummage 3alc 
proved to be a successful money- 
making project. ^1 though we fell 
a little short of the .,100 we 
aimed for, we were well satisfied 
with results. 

Thanks are due to all the 
people who brought in material 
for us to sell one. especially to 
out of town members who took the 
trouble to sene us material. 

.ie also want to thank the 
following people who helpee in 
getting ready, selling and/or 
cleaning up: 11 T“ Valiquette, 
Churchill 3cott, Isabel wakins, 
Janet and Jack liar tin, Betty 
ball, marble Allard, and Eleanor 
Walker . 

The s le involves a couple 
of good, full eng s of work, but 
it's fun too, anc we won't know 
of an<‘ •.osier or surer way of mak- 
ing arounc „1Q0. 3o-- start your 

bon now and begin collecting ' -v 
items for us to sell next fall. 

I Y3TERY HIKE 

The iystery Hike scheduled 
for iov. 10th, remains a mystery. 
Again this year a first snow fall 
caused a last minute change in 
c.estination. 

When we met at I elcon School 
it looked as though we were in 
for a vet t.ay, overhead as '.jell 
as underfoot. «.s there was no 
shelter at the planned mestina- 
tion we deciced to go to ,l Tall 
Timb er' 1 ins te ad . 

There we found the ground 
well covered with snow and, walk- 
ing through the iiroocs, experienc- 
ed the thrill which the first 
sno w a lways br ing s . 

ilhile some of the party were 
getting the fire going in the ser- 
vice uuilding, others went for a 
walk. Barbie Dillard anc Joe 
Hacelta, finding the rubber boat 
available, <.ecic.ee it ’was just 
the cay for a cruise arounc the 


nexwly enlargec pond. 

By lunch time the sun was 
shining, anc after a pleasant 
lunch hour, the ambitious junior 
members remarkee teat it woule 
be a gooc cay to go to Clarencon 
anc put in the neu w incow sash. 
Craigue quickly took them up on 
this proposition and they were 
soon on their way. 

The rest of the group linger- 
ed awhile longer and then return- 
ee to Rutland. Arriving about 
3 o'clock, it seemed to«nice an 
afternoon to go in curly, so four 
went on to Clarendon to check up 
on the workers there. The old • 
stove, as usual, was doing, its 
best to smoke the workers out, but 
they were going ahead valiantly 
with the work of installing new 
window frames. Incidentally, plans 
are underway for getting another 
stove in this winter. 

On the way back to the car 
life enjojec. a fine sunset' and 
agreed that the da: ; hac been 
successful even though not as 
plannee. 

(Bo, i. ; e won't tell jou where 
the mystery hike was to have gone 
--■-e're saving, it for another tn. 
time. You'll still have to come 
to f : 3 *L out.) 

CCi Ik 3 300 

Kill II:GT0F iSC. ic.hUxL iaETIHG 

Our annuel meeting will be 
coning in January. .atcli for the 
announce’ '.ent of date, place, etc.„ 
and plan to attend' , 
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COninG RVLiJ T 

TI-HI: sundry, Jan. 13, 11 AH 

PLACE: Clarendon Lodge 

This is a beautiful buc easy 
trip to make in winter. If we get 
a goo r snow it v;ilL be a fine op- 
oortur Lt" r to try out snowshoes rne 
s’ctis from Santa Claus. However, 

.f there isn't much snow between 
now ; T! 1 '’ then, boots or overshoes 
w ill be suf f icient . 

Come err try out the new stove 
and view the repairs completed by 
several recent work parties. ..e 
v- ill meet at Heldon school at 
11:00 1.1. This shoulc make it late 
enough so that some of our members 
v. ho can't usually make it on uun . 
wiLL be able to be with us too. 

If not they could always join us 
later as it is only a short walx. 

Do trv to come along. 


ili.iiij ihur . Jan a a , AiY i »ua.u ij-iiinu 

PLaCH: Riverside Reformatory 

A s in the past few years this 
wilL be a supoer meeting foi Lowed 
bv the business meeting, election 
of officers, and closing with a, 
short orogram. Becaiuse it is nec- 
essary for .ass Roltonski to know 
how mrr-v t ") plan for on meals. 


reservamion must_be mace_by lues, 
Jan. LI by calling ...rs Jack «artir. 
PR L-CoRl. supper will be at G:G0 
itn the ousiness meeting coming 
to order about 7:20. 

.Ye hope all members will ma e 
an effort to be at the meeting as 
several important matters nee'- to 
oe oiscussec: (l) Ho*; can we in- 
crease our membership, especially 
among young adults? C^.) Can our ir- 
come oe increased? (source-lues & 
projects) (3) bhoulc the . inter 
. eemens be change', so ;s not to 
conflict wxth the nev: cates of 
the Rutland winter Carniv. L? {4) 

Is omoke and Biases to be or not 
to be? (5) suggestions lor hike 
schedules? (average attendance 
has been about 5 to 7 with some 
! hikes- cancelled because no one 
showed up.) 


TITLE : Rat. February i, 10 ah. 

PLa.Cn: bnowslioe to bunny sice 

Camp 

We certainly hope that by 
February there will be enough 
snow for snow shoeing. It has been 
several months since we last vis- 
ited ^unnysioe so we hope you 
will all plaji to come. 

The trip will leave ..eldon 
bchool at 10:00 o'clock so jack 
a lunch and join in the fun. 


a. 

SPECIAL 

UTTER hEEIEND - P’EB. 15-16 OR 22-23 i 

Tlie final Decision as to 
which date to hold this annual 
affair will be deciced at the 
Annual Meeting on Jan. 23. So — 
if you have any preference and 
can't be at the meeting, let us 
know before that time. You may 
call PR 3-061 to state your pre- 
ference, or let a friend who will 
be at the meeting know your wishes. 

TAKEN ANY K0DACHR0IES LATELY? 

We have made a good start on 
the Killington Section collection 
of colored slices, but we want to 
add to it and prehaps replace 
some we have with better ones 
when available. If you have any 
slides taken since slides were 
selected last winter, or any you 
have never submitted for consid- 
eration, why not bring them to 
the Annual Meeting? The Club 
will get duplicates of any select- 
ed for our collection. 

KIKE TO CARMEL 

The temperature was like 
early spring, but the prospects 
for a pleasant day were only 
so-so on Saturday, December 21st. 

Neverless, a group of six 
put aside their Christmas prepar- 
ations and met at Meldon School 
for the trip to Carmel. 

Driving up the hills to 
Mt. Top Inn, we found that road 
conditions too were suggestive 
of early spring, but we made the 
parking place at the Inn without 
difficulty. Leaving our car we 
hiked briskly along the old road 
leading to New Boston. 

Signs of what was once one 
of the main Communities of 
Chittended are rapidly disappear- 
ing. Each time we pass through 
here we notice the further col- \ 
lapse of some landmark of former j 


habitation. A few cellar holes 
and the small 'burying ground', 
a short distance from the settle- 
ment, will soon be all the traces 
left. Incidentally, why was this 
community called New Boston? 
Tradition has it that in the 
"cold year" (this was in I8l6 when 
there was a frost every month in 
the year and no crops)- a group 
of people in Boston, Mass., col- 
lected food supplies and sent to 
this community. Erom then on it 
was known as New Boston. 

The trail from here was 
doubling as a brook course for 
most of the way on this particular 
day, but the sun was peeking out 
and we found much to enjoy as we 
covered the distance to Carmel 
Camp . 

We found the camp, though 
just os small as we had remember* 
ed it, in good condition inside. 
However, the general appearance 
of the dooryard left much to be 
desired. It seems strange, as 
one of our party remarked, that 
people able to hike the 3 miles 
to the camp wouldn't have ** gbk 
strength enough to at least 
threw the cans and bottles a bit 
farther than just outsiae the u.>or 
door I Prehaps it xrould help if 
there were a specially designat- 
ed dump area with a directional 
sign. It might be worth a try. 

After lunch most of the party 
went to the top of the mountain 
for the view from the fire tower. 
They found it very x^indy on top 
but were rewarded for the climb 
with a fairly clear view. 

On the way back to the car 
it looked for a time as though 
we might finish the day with a 
walk in the rain, but only a few 
sprinkles materialized. During 
the ride home from Mt. Top Inn 
we were treated to a fine sunset. 

We had looked forward to 
this as a good snowshoe outing, 
but though we were dissapointed 
on that score, it was an enjoy- ' - 
able day all the same . 


CLARENDON LODGE REPAIRS 


MOONLIGHT KIKE 


J5 


At long last Clarendon 
Lodge has been restored to A1 
condition. 

Item One: When originally 

installed the front windows 
opened outward and were supposed 
to be operated by a crank 
arrangement. Impatient people 
needing air in a hurry soon 
wrecked these devices and the 
windov/s were either nailed shut 
or let swing in the wind. As a 
result one sash was torn off 
and another completely demolish- 
ed. Two work parties have replac- 
ed the broken sash and moved all 
sash to the inside of the window 
openings so that they open inward . 
The badly torn plastic screens 
will be replaced in the spring 
by aluminum screens on the out- 
side of the openings. 

Item Two: For more than a 

year the old stove has been a 
nuisance and a fire hazard. 

Someone broke out the end of the 
firebox by trying to jam in wood 
that was too long. This was 
wired back in place long ago and 
we have been lucky it didn’t 
fall off spilling hot coals over 
the wooden floor. On Dec. 23th 
an other large kitchen range 
was carried in and set up. 

Roger Pike got the loan of a 
Jeep truck and the following 
muscle men turned out to juggle 
the hardx^are; Churchill Scott, 

Bennet Bell, Jack Martin, Ray 
Catozzi, Craigue Perkins, and 
Fernand Bartlett. (Yeah, that’s 
right l If you remember him you 
are a real oldtimer.) No snow, 
only a little ice, and somebody 
had scraped the road so it was 
no trick to drive right to the 
door. All parts went together 
neatly and the stove was given 
the " smoke test". OK. 

Maybe the Killington Section | 
isn’t as nearly dead as it acts 
sometimes 1 


January 4 th proved to be a 
clear but cool day with a beauti- 
ful full moon rising over the 
eastern mountains around 6:00 
o’clock. Lured by the full moon 
eight hikers, bundled as if for 
a trip to the South Foie, gather- 
ed at Keldon School at 7:00 «• 5 lobi, 
o'clock. Three others followed 
at 8:00. Everyone journeyed .up the 
mountain, parked the cars , and 
started in to Tucker Lodge. 

The first few minutes we 
really felt the subzero temper- 
atures but a little brisk hiking 
soon took care of that and we 
enjoyed 0 beautiful walk through 
the moonlit woods. It was so 
clear and bright the flashlights 
proved unnecessary except inside 
the loege . 

Once at the lodge, the coffee 
pot was put on the stove and all 
eight advised and cajoled the . >_ 
stove to do its part. At first it 
seemed quite reluctant to rouse 
itself sufficiently to overcome 
the zero temper aturees. 3ut 
finally, thanks to the beautifully 
split wood left by Ray Catozzi' s 
Cub Scouts, the stove got red hot 
and the doughnuts and coffee too. 

We all agreed store doughnuts 
never tasted so good. After an 
enjoyable gab fest all eleven 
packed up reluctantly for the rvv.w. 
return trip. As always the walk 
out seemed all too short and we 
were back home by 10:30 declaring 
we’d go again soon. 
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ABOUT FOLKS WE KSiOtf 

Betty Ball spent the holi- 
days in Florida visiting her 
parents at their home there. 

Cards recently received 
bring us the news that the Bob 
Perkins' family enjoyed a short 
vacation at Palm Springs, Cali- 
fornia. 

I 

"T" and Harold Valiquette 
spent Christmas and Hew Years 
with Hr. and Mrs. Joe.. Valiquette. 

I 

Marie Grey lias left for 
Slkton, Florida with her parents 
to spend the winter. Strangely 
enough her address is Vermont 
Height si 

» 

Sharon Kraus s was home for 4 .. i 
the holidays from U.V.M. | 

We X'Jere glad to have a call 
fro?i Helen Bailey when she was 
in Rutland for a short time dur- 
ing the holidays. Helen is en- 
joying her new teaching position 
in West Springfield, Mass. 

A note on a Christmas Card 
from Maxine and Carl ITewhall 
gives the following news as to 
their activities - we quote - 
"--we're raising cats, on a 
purely involuntary basis; work- 
ing on the house, and doing- very 
little else. 

We both miss the G.H.C.'s, 
but after removing a couple of 
floors with their beams single- 
handed, and replacing then with 
the same crevi, we are a little 
apathetic about physical effort 
just for fun--". 

It was good to hear from them. 

We were glad to have a card 
from Cecile and Emile Boselli and 
have asked them to give us some 
news of their activities. We 
hope to hove this to share with 
you soon. 


HAVE YOU A GMC EMBLEM? 

A GMC emblem is a good look- 
ing addition to your jacket or 
knapsack. Hot only that, but wear 
ing one helps to let people know 
there is such an organization as 
the Green Mountain Club. 

Eleanor Walker has a supply 
of emblems and will have them 
available at the Annual Meeting 
for SO/ apiece. 

AM EVERYDAY TREE 

The hemlock is an everyday 
tree. It is often considered as 
a humble cousin in the evergreen 
family. The popularity of the 
spruce and balsam during the 
Christinas season brings them es- 
pecially to our attention and we 
tend to disregard the hemlock 
with its stately, unpretentious 
beauty through all the seasons. 

The Indians hod a name for 
the hemlock. They called it 
"Oh-neh-tah" - green-on- the-stick, 
from its flattened leaves arranged 
in two ranks on each siue of the 
twigs. These leaves are a glossy, 
green on the top and a pale gray & 
ish green beneath. A crushed hand 
ful of the foliage gives off a 
spicy fragrance. The inner bark 
is a ruddy, chestnut red. 

The hemlock is often found 
in company with gray birches on 
rocky, thin-soiled uplands, in 
cold swamps, and on the sandy 
banks of ravines. Welcome as it 
is in winter, adding its touch of 
green to an often otherwise drab- 
colored countryside, it attains 
its greatest beauty in earlv 
summer. Then the new growth 
shows its delicate, light green, 
and the tiny, new, brown, scones 
will give glints of bronze in the 
sunl ight . 

Yes, the hemlock is an 
everyday tree, but it holds its o.. 
own with the other evergreens 
which together add so much to the 
beauty of our locality. 



HOW IT STARTED 

One warm, summer day, '.a;- ; 4 . 
group of Killington Section mem- 
bers were soaking up sunshine on 
the rocks at Lake Pleiad. The 
talk turned to speculations on 
what would be a good name for a 
Section nnewspaper, when and if 
we ever had one- Someone sug- 
gested that something about 
blazes might be appropriate. 

Some wise person (guess who? ) 
said there was usually smoke 
before you got a blaze. SKQK2 
AID BLAZES was kinuiedd 
f The idea of a Section news- 
paper had been discussed before 
but apparently it needed a good 
name to furnish the spark to 
really get it going, for in 
September of that year the first 
SLOKE AID BLAZES was published. 
That first issue ended with the 
following suggestion to readers: 
Send criticism to 

Craigue Perkins 
Send suggestions to 

Mary Perkins 
Send favorable comment to 
Vera Perkins 
(K.B.We didn’t receive any of 
these I ) 

With the January 1958 issue 
SLOKE AID BLAZES started its 
11th Vol. Vie thought its ten 
year existence might well be cel- 
ebrated in some way. Result - 
this special issue made up of bits 
of this and that about Section 
Activities, collected from past 
issues . 


ArlKJAL everts 

We have had the following ac- 
tivities every year: 

Rummage A; '.to 
Covered Dish Supper 
Annual Meeting 
W int- er W e ekend 
Sugar Party 

We’ve had Fik®3 every year to; 
Clarendon Lodge 
Tucker Lodge 

Spring Lake Camp (wherever 
it happened to be.’) 
Little Rock Pond 
Cooper Lodge 

DC YOU REMEMBER ? 

The "Hike Cue* Contest 
The"Valiquette Special" 

The cold shewer at Pico 
The Photography Contests 
Boiled snow for coffee on a 
moonlight hike to Tucker 
"Rosie The Roaster*" 

The kerosene torch hike 

7 WONDERS CP RUTLAND COUNTY 

At the Annual Meeting in 
19l;.9 the following were selected 
by popular vote as the 7 Wonders 
of Rutland County: 

Killington View 
Pittsford Ice Caves 
White Rocks 
Bird Mountain 
Spring Lake 
McLaughlin Palls 
Deer Leap 


LARGS PROJECTS 
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Clarendon Shelter Becom es a Lodge 


Saga of Sunny side 

Sunny side, alias Spring Lake 
Camp, alias the Slue Triangle Camp, ! 
has a long and somewhat flighty 
career. It was first suggested 
in 1948 that the material in the 
Blue Triangle be moved to Spring 
Lake, and accordingly, in Jan. ’49 
demolition was started. On Feb, 
13th the sections and boards were 
tobogganed across the lake; the 
laborers being rewarded by a spa- 
ghetti supper i^ith Maude Canty's 
mince pies as the crowning feature. 

From Feb. to July the boards 
and sections were carried up the 
hill by various members and a 
group of boys from Camp Sangamon, 
Reconstruction began in Oct, In 
July '50 Churchill Scott took in 
the pipe for anchors. By Nov. the 
boarding and side <valls were in, 
also the posts along tho back and 
all the rafters. In Dec. 200 
boards for the roof and six 90 lb. 
rolls of roofing paper were taken 
by truck to within % mile of camp- 
--from there it went by relay. Ugh. 
The roofing job and the arrival of 
the ,, V&liquette Special' 1 followed 
this. In April and hay of *51 the 
bunks were installed, joists for 
the floor laid, the floor com- 
pleted and the doors hung. 

In June of '53 it was decided 
to line the camp with masonite and 
this was started, however, in 
Dec. came a demolition order] 

So 1954 saw it moving again; 

to the present sito. In July, 
holes for the foundation posts 
were dug and in Nov. the cedar 
posts were set, levelled, and sawed 
off and the 6 sills and sleepers 
joined to them . Then in Jan. '55 
rebuilding began and continued, 
with pauses to dig boards out of 
snowbanks, until the objective of 
completion by Annual Meeting time 
was reached. Thus endeth the 7 
year travels of Blue Triangle Camp. 
Construction engineers all agree 
that further moves are extremely 
undesirable, also impossible] 


Irehaps you noted a brief 
pause in 1952 when no major work 
was going on at Spring Lake. The 
club was not resting on its laurels 
for in Jan. talk of what to do 
about Old <('1921) Clarendon Shelter 
began. Various makeshift methods 
were discussed but in May a gener- 
ous offer of a donation of up to 
„:250 was made by Hr, V/.C .V/iley . 

After this windfall demolition began 
almost immediately. With Carl Kew- 
hall in charge and 5 work parties 
in May, the new camp rose on the 
site of the old with amazing rapid- 
ity. By June the outside was near- 
ing completion. It should be noted 
that Carl and Maxine put in 400 hrs. 
of labor. On Oct, 25, less than 
a year from the time talk began, a 
housewarming- and spaghetti supper 
was held with The Catozzis as chefs. 

How t o Cross the Gorge 

Before Sunnyside was completed 
the unsafe bridge over Mill River 
was destroyed. In May *55 a Log 
bridge was installed amid much 
speculation as to whether there 
was enough weight (about 500 lbs.) 
on the ends to withstand the river. 
Flans were made to odd chains to 
anchor it but the river got the 
log first and a few people got 
their feet wet at the Annual Meet- 
ing. Something had to be done, 
but what? 

In Aug. Emile 3oselli came to 
the rescue by volunteering, complete 
with plans and specifications, to 
build us a steel suspension bridge. 
The board OKed the plans and from 
then on it was practically a one 
man job I 1 Not quite two years 
later, after untold hours of labor 
by Emile and Cecile, and ^465*84 
from the Killington Section treas- 
ury, the bridge was completed. 

On a rainy Sunday afternoon, 
June 2, 1957 this important link 
in The Long Trail was formally 
opened by the builders and o 4.- 
offlcials af The .Groen fountain 
Club . 


wriKN DID IT HAPPEN ? 

Seven 05 lb. rolls of roof- 
ing paper carried to Killington. 

Had nearly 100 at a Cord 
Party in Vera ieririns attic and 
earned v5o • 

Making of Killington Sec- 
tion slide collection authorized. 

SLOPS AND BLAZES staff 
started holleriing for help. • 

Old bridge over Mill River 
burned . 

Few Guide Book cane out. 

Our Lake George Steamer trip. 
Mr. l.eron Fisher of New Bed- 
ford, Mass., gave Buffum new roof, t 
Killington Section publicity 
folders published. 

16 windows carried to Cooper i 
Lodge on Killington. : 

Killington Sec , arranged and i 
staffed a booth at Rutland Fair. 

An unscheduled snoushoe 
party to Killington caught in a 
thunder shower . , 

Article on GMC by two jun- 
ior nembers appeared in Rutland 
Herald. 

Present stove at Cooper 
carried in and installed. 

How many did vou know? Here 
are the dates: 191,3 - 195cT- 1955 -! 
1950 - 1954 - 1956 - 1956 - 1949 - 1 
1955 - 1949 - 1955 - 1956 - 1957 - I 
1955. 

END -T 0 TEMPER TRIF 3 

In the years 1952-57 hikes 
were scheduled covering the en- 
tire length of The Trail. Here 
are a few facts connected with 
these trips: 

Long Trail mileage 255*3 mi. 
Approach trail mileage 75«4 r,d , 
Number days hiked 40 
Number days with rain 13 
No. overnight trips 7 
Longest dayfs hike 16 mi. 
Shortest day's hike .2 mi (we 
arove to 3olton with the rub- j 
ber boat to cross Winooski R. )j 
Largest no. hiking 8 
Smallest no. hiking 3 
No. completing End -To -End 3. 


DID YOU KNOW THAT ? 

We've built or reouilt 2 
shelters . 

We've built and officially 
opened 1 bridge. 

We've earned tf 1056.46 in 
the 10 years with Rummage Sales. 

.ve've had 210 scheduled trips. 

We've cancelled only 6 hikes 
because of rain. 

We've had the most outings at 
Clarendon Lodge (14), with Tucker 
and Spring Lake-Sunny side next (12), 
and Little Rock Pond third(ll). 

We've driven as far as 125 mi. 
to start a hike. 

We've scheduled trips covering 
the entire length of The Long Trail 

We've had 3 trips outside 
Vermont . 

We've Lad as many as 35 on a 
hike and as fei-j as 1 - Loth in 1\ „ " 
1950. The 35 were at Spring Lake 
when members from Burlington and 
Worcester Sections joined with us 
for an inspection trip and stayed 
to work. The 1 was ifhen Pres. 

C. Scott went on the -.McLaughlin 
Falls hike the day after the "big 
blow" of Nov. 1950. The same year 
also reported 26 on a Stratton hike 

We've had as many as 27 for 
one meal at the Winter «*eekend. 

Our coffee pot (sometimes 
black, sometimes shiny) is 20 yrs. 
old. It.*s still in use though it 
now serves merely to boil water as 
we switched to Nescafe in 1955 - 
thereby eliminating a major topic 
of conversation on outings J 


DID .IE SUC C EED ? 

From the filos of 31.013 AND 

BLAZES we have tried in this 

issue to remind vou of some of the 

«/ 

accomplishments, the good times, 
and the special laughs we have 
all enjoyed as members of the 
Killington Section G.M.C. over 
the past 10 years. 

We hope we've succeeded. 
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COMING EiffliS 

TIME : Saturday, Feb. 15 

PLiiCE: Parade - Rutland Winter 

Carnival 

It was decided at the Annual 
Meeting to enter a float in the 
Rutland Winter Carnival parade. 
Harold Valiquette has agreed to 
loan the club a truck, Jack and 
Janet Martin will supervise the 
decorating. . .a Winter Camping scene 
with a mountain tent, skiis, snow- 
shoes, the G.M.C. coffee pot warm- ■ 
ing on a "fire", and three or four 
Junior Members to add life and 
beauty to the scene. If you would 
like to help contack Jack at 3-3621 

TIME: Frl. thru Sun. , Feb. 21-23 

PLACE: Winter Weekend - Craigue 
Perkins Camp, Mendon 

Please note the dates of the 
Winter Weekend are now tho weekend 
of Washington' s Birthday due to 
a conflict with the ’Winter Carnival 
We hope the chan e will enable 
more of our out of town members to 
join us. 

Tuis year six meals ■..ill. be 
planned and served: Fri. sugper; 
Sat. breakfast, lunch, and supper; 
and Sun, breakfast and dinner. It 
is absolutely essential that i;he 
food committee know just how many 
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will be there for each meal so 
that just the right amount of food 
can be purchased. Everyone please 
make reservations with" Janet 
Martin (Pr 3-3621, 7 Curtis Ave., 
Rutland) by Thurs. evening Feb. 20. 
If you can't come for overnight, 
come for one or two meals... we'll 
be glad to see you whenever you 
can drop in. Plan now to come and 
help make this the biggest Winter 
Weekend yet. 

For the information of those 
from out of town - Craigue' s camp 
is Yz mile off Rt. 4 in Mendon. 

We will be glad to send more de- 
tailed information if requested 
when you make your reservations. 
This is a share the work - share 
the cost outing with the cost of 
meals figured from actual cost. 
There is no charge for sleeping 
but you do need to bring blankets 
or sleeping bag. Snowshoes or 
skiis are advisable for the Yz 
mile walk from Rt. 4 in to camp. 

See you there! 

TIME : Sun. March 2, 10 A.M. 

PL iCE : Buf f um She Iter 

Another good trip for snow- 
shoes to a truly beautiful spot in 
Winter. We will meet at Ileldon 
School at 10:00 A.M. This may 
well be the last snowshoe hike of 
the season so don't miss it. 


ANNUAL MEETING 

A very pleasant evening was 
enjoyed by those members who at- 
tended our Killington Section 
Annual Meeting held at Riverside 
on the evening of January 23rd. 

After sin excellent chicken 
pie supper, served to us under the 
direction of Miss Helen Koitonski, 
the regular business meeting was 
held. 

President Jack Martin pre- 
sided at the business meeting. 

The regular reports of the Sec- 
retary and Treasurer were read 
and accepted. 

The matter of the desirabil- 
ity of an increase in dues was 
discussed and it was decided to 
take no action at the present 
time . 

It was decided to enter a 
float in the winter carnival with 
Janet and Jank Martin in charge of 
decorations, and Barbie Allard 
and Joe Iladeka assisting. 

It was suggested that the 
outings for the coming year be 
planned specifically to accomplish 
the needed work on trails and 
shelters. 

The date for the Winter Week- 
end was changed to Heb. 21-23 to 
avoid conflict with the Y/inter 
Carnival dates. 

In response to an urgent re- 
quest for more assistance from 
the staff of SMOKE & BLAZES Ray 
Catozzi volunteered to type the 
stencils . 

A tenth anniversary issue of 
SMOKE &, BLAZES was distributed to 
members at the meeting. 

The following slate of 
officers was presented by the 
Nominating Committee and was elect- 
ed for the coming year: 

President - Bennett Bell 
V. Pres, - Mary Perkins 

Sec.-Treas. - Eleanor Walker 

Hollowing the business meeting 
Miss Bjor Anker Jensen, teacher at 
the High School, gave an interest- 
ing talk on Norway. 


GMC OUTING TO CLARENDON LODGE 

by 

Bob Paul, Jr, 

The sky was blue patched 
with snow white clouds, when we 
started out at 11 A.M. from 
Meldon School on Sunday, Jan. 19. 

Lunches packed and snov/shoes 
loaded in the trunk, all three 
carloads of passengers, winter 
robed, started for Clarendon 
Lodge on this very cold day. 

Two of the party left their 
cars at the edge of the main road 
but one man decided to get his 
car completely off the road (may- 
be you all know who -- C.S.P.) He 
plowed into a 4 ft. snow bank. 

We all started down the road 
for the trail. Some went on 
snowshoes while others walked 
along. Later all decided snow- 
shoes were the solution to the 
problem of the best way of tra- 
velling. 

The camp- finally came into 
view with all the pines around 
it glittering with beautiful snow. 

The first three to arrive 
were Craigue Perkins, Ray Miller, 
and Bob Paul. Hirst things must 
come first, so a stovepipe that 
had seen better days had to be 
replaced by a new one which we 
had brought with us, then a fire 
was started. About 15 minutes 
later the rest of our party ar- 
rived. The camp was beginning 
to be warm by that time. 

The two little Martin child- 
ren enjoyed the trip up for Carol 
got a toboggan ride up, and Nancy 
came in papoose fashion in her. 
seat on a packboard. 

Coffee was made and lunches 
eated by hungry hikers. 

"T" and Harold Yaliquette 
came in later and had a lunch of 
delicious hot chicken wrapped in 
foil . 

About 3 P.M. we decided it 
was time to start back to the cars. 
Upon arrival everyone packed 
their equipment and left except 
C.S.P. and Mary Perkins, Ray 
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Miller and Bob Paul. 

We thought we were going to 
breeze right home but due to cir- 
cumstances which only the four of 
us know, we were delayed about 
an hour. Luckily we were equipped 
with shovels, chains, a fairly 
good tripod jack, and muscles. 

After extensive shovelling, and 
pushing the car off the jack we 
managed to get the chains on. 

Finally we were home ward bound. 

TRIP TO SUMYSIDE 

Ten hikers met at Meldon 
School on February 2nd for the 
trip to Sunnyside. Pour more 
hikers joined us at the camp 
during the day -and there were 
still three more whom we never 
saw but who contributed greatly 
to the day's enjoyment. 

Here ' s how it was , We 
started off in a blizzardy snow 
flurry with some doubts as to 
just how pleasant this trip 
would be. We had heard that 
Sunnyside was is bad condition. 

We had visions of finding the 
doors open, the camp half filled 
with snow and a major operation 
required to provide an even half- 
way comfortable lunch hour. 

We parked our cars just off 
the highway at the start of the 
Spring Lake Ranch road and pro- 
ceeded on foot up the long hills 
to the point where we could don 
snowshoes and take off across 
the fields to Sunnyside Camp. 

Our first glimpse of the 
camp was encouraging with doors 
tightly shut against the wind 
and snow. Imagine our delight 
when on pushing open the door we 
found the camp not only spotless- 
ly clean, but fairly warm with a 
neat pile of dry wood and a stove 
still warm from an early morning 
fire. Further investigation in- 
formed us that for all this we were 
indebted to D. Peterson, R. Kenyon, 
and B Rolston, G.M.C. , from Schen- 
ectady. They couldn't have been 


gone long. Y7e were sorry we 
didn't meet them but we certain- 
ly appreciated their efforts! 

If everone would leave camps in 
this condition how much it would 
add to the pleasure of Long 
Trail hiking. 

After lunch part of the 
group stayed at camp to greet 
new arrivals while others snow- 
shoed over the hills, and we do 
mean hills, for a look at Spring 
Lake. Two of these travellers 
found that sitting on ones snow- 
shoes and sliding is an excellent 
way of getting down the steepest 
places. In addition to the fun 
of this trip the beauty of the 
lake, its edge bordered with 
frosted evergreens and large 
flakes of snow blowing across 
its surface, made the excursi n 
well worth while. 

Y/ith everyone back at camp 
extra hot drinks were enjoyed 
after which we started packing 
up for tne return trip. 

The journey bacx to the 
cars was an exciting one for 
some of the younger members who, 
with the help of a sled and a 
''saucer", made some fast runs 
down the hills. It really made 
the oldsters wish they had bor- 
rowed sleds and brought them 
along! 

A trip to Sunnyside is an 
excellent winter outing, especial- 
ly with good snow conditions. Y7e 
are glad we have this camp and 
hope the coming season will see 
the rest of the wall board up 
and the camp entirely completed. 

194-7 -1957 

Those members who were not 
at the Annual Meeting will find 
enclosed with this issue of SMOKE 
A BLAZES a copy of our 10th anni- 
versary issue which was distri- 
buted at the meeting. 

Look this over carefully and 
note how much was accomplished. 
Let ' s do as much in 1957 - 1957 1 
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TREASURER ' 3 REPORT 


As of JaN. 1, 1958 


RECEIPTS 

Cash, on hand Jan. 1, 1957 . . $ 506.04 

Received from dues 129.50 

Credit from the Winter Weekend 2. GO 

Contribution from Helen Frink . 5.00 

Received from the sale of badges ......... 2.50 

Interest on money in the bank .......... 6.09 

Received from the Rummage Sale 96.10 

Three Guide Books sold 5.00 


Total Receipts ... # 548.05 

Over in the cash . 4.90 


TOT -L $ 555.75 

DISBURS E MENTS 

Expens’e on Annual Meeting Jan. 24, 1957 $ 12.50 

Cost of books given the Pittsford Library 

in memory of Leone Smith 5.20 

Paid to xlelen Bailey for slides and ease 

for slide collection 10.45 

Balance to cover Sugar Party 2.75 

Paid to South End Press for Schedules 16.00 

Postal Cards for Publicity Committee 1.00 

Paid to Emile Boselli for supplies to complete 

Clarendon Gorge Bridge 10.00 

Supplies for Coffee Hour for Sain Club 

Annual Meeting 1957 4.80 

Paid Main Club for Badges 9.00 

Postage 2.00 

Outing Committee Supplies 5.51 

Smoke & Blazes Expenses 51.02 

To Jack Martin for gifts presented to 

Cecile and Emile Boselli ......... 11.50 

To Fred Field Ins. Co., for insurance on 

Clarendon end Sunnyside Shelters 10.38 

To the Main Club for Guide Books 6.00 

To the Main Club for dues 27.40 

To Craigue Perkins for shelter repair supplies . . 51.15 


TOT-L & 215.16 


Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1958 $ 558.57 

1958 M. jMBERSHII LIST MILL BE STARTED IN M.ECH SMOiiE & BL ASS.... 
BE SURE T..UR N a EG IS ON TKeT LIS* I 

^ Happy Valentine's Day 


* • 
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COMING EVENTS 

TIME: 3at,, march 15, Id AM 

lIACli: Governor Clement Shelter 

This v. ill probably be our l-.st 
snowshoe hike of the ye .r, we .ther 
permitting. The route, by road or 
trail , will depend, upon mud .nd/or 
snow conditions so watch the Rut 1 nc . 
Her .Id for details, This trip 
will leave lie Id on School at 10:00 
in the morning. 


TIMS : Sunday, March 30, 6:00 1-M 

PLACE: Sugar I arty, Vera I erkins 1 
attic. 

Due to an apparent lacii of 
interest which has kept the crowd 
rather small at the sugar party 
the past few years, it has been 
decided that it is a waste of time 
and money to hire a hall for this 
event. Vera has kindly offered 
the use of her attic again if we 
don't mind carrying up a few chairs 
:.nd card tables. We will not 
attempt to have any square dancing, 
just sugar-on-snow with pickles, 
doughnuts, and coffee. Reserva- 
tions should be make with Janet 
Martin PR 3-3621 before Friday 
night, March 23, so th-t the com- 
mittee will know how much food 


to purchase. The charges will 
depend on the number attending 
and the price of the syrup this 
year. Plan to be there at 
6:00 ill for this special treat. 


U’ikiE : Sunday, Ai-il 13, Id: 30 :a.a 
ILkli: Mystery hike 

Because of trail conditions 
usually found this time of year 
this trip will remain a mystery 
until the day of the hike. I'm 
sure it will be an interesting 
trip wherever it goes, une rumor 
says Bluerid^ei We will gather 
at Meldon School at 10:30 AM. 

OUR NEW REEDING 

The new heading for GjiOICE 
AID BLahnS which ap; ears on this 
issue was drawn by Janet Martin. 
Jon designed che heading, repro- 
duced on our Anniversary Issue, 
which was used on the first 
issue. Durin., its 10 year exist- 
ence 3w0kE AND 1 La Ao3 has also 
had headings designed by Ray 
Cutozzi, Jane Sabourin, hilma 
Erickson, and Emile Boselli. 

(If you don't have a new heading 
this time you will next month - 
we had a few of the others left.) 
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WINTER WEEKEND 

by Pat Bruneau 

At Saturday noontime I ar- 
rived at Tall Timber with, a good 
appetite after snowshoeing up a 
half mile from the car. On the 
trail we met Judy Allard with the 
toboggan. She pulled Carol Martin 
up to camp behind Bill, Louise, 
and Lori Wadsworth, and Jack, Jan, 
and Nancy Martin. Inside we met 
Mary, Craigue, and Vera Perkins anc 
Barbie Allard. Soon Fran and Jim 
Green, Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell and 
Helen Mitchell arrived. A deli- 
cious lunch was soon served. 

After lunch it was decided 
that the teenagers would sleep in 
one of the cabins in the woods, and 
the grownups in the house. So in 
the afternoon Barb, Judy, Craigue, 
and I took our packs out to the 
cabin by toboggan. Craigue slept 
with us to watch the fire during 
the night. While we were there we 
got wood for the fire and made our 
beds . 

While we were doing this Joe 
Hadeka and Dave Gouche arrived witt 
big appetites from skiing. Just 
in time for supper Bob Paul and 
Dave Leonard walked in. 

In the evening we has a show 
ing of the Killington Section's 
slides and others taken by Fran 
Green, Vera, and Jack. 

After Barbie and the boys got 
back .from taking their packs to the 
cabin, Fran started to pop corn. 

The stove wasn't hot enough so she 
put the pop corn inside the stove ; . 
that was too hot. So she took the 
flaming pen out to the snow bonk. . 
too bad, it smelled so good I 

When the slides were over the 
teenagers and Craigue started for 
the cabin. The sky was beautiful. 
When we reached the cabin, Craigue 
made the fire and we waited until 
it got warm inside. While the fire 
was going well, the cabin started 
to get full of smoke because of 
a little snow in the chimney. So 
we opened the door and windows . 
Barbie and I decided that we would 
close the bedroom door to keep 
out the smoke. But when we 


opened it later there was more 
smoke inside than out. That 
caused a laugh from the crowd. 

Since we still weren't sure 
the smoke was coming out OK, 

Craigue went up on the roof to 
see by flashlight and it was. 

Then he and Barb got snow for 
water for tea. The tea wasn't 
bad either. . .with a few pine 
needles from the snow! After 
that we sat and talked until mid- 
night when all went to bed. Some 
still talked until 2:00 AM. 

At 6:45 AM we were all up 
and ready to go down to the camp 
for breakfast at 7:30. After 
breakfast some went to church and 
a few went home. 

By lunch time the crowd had 
grown to twenty-four who enjoyed 
a delicious lunch topped off with 
a cherry cobbler in honor of 
Washington's birthday. After 
lunch those from Massachusetts 
had to start for home. Although 
some of us were tired, we had fun 
and are looking forward to next 
year. 

FAB. 22 OUTING - OLD STILL 

A special gala outin-, on Feb. 
22nd is traditional in Killington 
Section. This year our Vinter Week- 
end was, the big event. Years ago 
this annual outing consisted of a 
sled-barge ride to the top of Sher- 
burne lass, with luncheon served 
at the Club House by a committee 
and a program of activities there. 

The Herald of Feb. 15, 1924 an- 
nounced the plans for the outing 
that year. There was to be a flag 
raising on Pico, snowshoeing, ski- 
ing, dancing, and a sugaring off 
party . 

Unfortunately, a big blizzard on 
the 21st completely blocked the mt . 
road. A trip to Bird Lit. was sub- 
stituted with a special trolley 
providing transportation. About 30 
hikers snowshoed to the peak while 
the others stayed at "The Rocks" 
where all had eaten lunch. 

Styles in outings chmige with 
the times but there are still enough 
people vho enjoy _ winter outing to 
keep alive the February 22 tradition. 
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BEAVERS AMD FLOOD OOHIROL 
by George L. Kirk 

In these times when flood 
control is necessitating expendi- 
ture of large sums of money, it 
may not be generally known that 
beavers, which are becoming plenti- 
ful in Vermont, may be an import- 
ant factor in preventing water 
damage even though they may at 
times become a nuisance. 

An example of their value to 
man has been cited in the far 
West. A small stream, having its 
source in high mountains, became 
a raging torrent after every 
heavy rain or during spring thaws. 
The result was that much valuable 
soil was washed away on its lower 
reaches and extensive damage re- 
sulted. 

Someone thought of introduc- 
ing beavers and a pair were ob- 
tained and liberated on the brook. 
They went upstream where they and 
their progeny built a series of 
darns and in time these held back 
the water during thaws and storms 
and further damage w\s averted. 

Beavers were responsible for 
many of the mountain meadows which 
hikers on the Long Trail occasion- 
ally observe. 

Long ago a colony of beavers 
would build a dam on a stream and 
live at the site until the food in 
the area was exhausted. Then they 
would move on, leaving their dam 
and pond to Nature. 

Years later the barrier rot- 
ted and some of the water escaped 
from the pond* Silt gradually 
filled up the basin, moss grew 
where the silt piled up above the 
water level. Seeds become lodged 
in the moss and vegetation appeared 
various growths flourished in the 
soil formed by rotting grasses and 
other plants. Man came along and 
cleared these areas and some are 
producing good hay today. 

Excavations in some of these 
meadow's, as at Lunenberg, Vt., have 
brought to light sticks, plainly 
showing the marks of beavers 1 teeth, 
which had been preserved in the 
muck, perhaps for centuries. 


WINTER CARNIVAL PiRADE 

This year for the first time 
Killington Section had a float in 
the Winter Carnival Parade. The 
designer and builder was Jack 
Martin with assistance from his 
wife and Ray Catozzi who made the 
signs. The float was in the form 
of an open faced shelter with the 
"forest 11 encroaching from the 
rear. In the foreground (on the 
tailgate of the truck) was a 
similated fireplace with our faith- 
ful coffee pot on top. Inside 
the float were five hearty Junior 
Members: Barbie and Judy Allard, 

Gay Ward, /aid the Catozzi boys 
sittin or kneeling in the snow. 

We were sorry that the roof didn't 
get snow covered... we should have 
waited a day] 

Jack and Jan wish to thank 
all those who helped in aiy way : 
Craigue for trees, Ray for signs, 
Harold Valiquette for the use of 
his truck, the Juniors who rode 
in the float, aid Vera and Amy 
Perkins for baby sitting i Sorry 
we didn't win a prise, but at 
least we advertized the Club which 
was the main object, afternll. 


WE REPEAT 

As we h .ve said before we 
always welcome material for use 
in SMOKE AND BLAZjjS . We were 
pleased to receive Mr. Kirk's ar- 
ticle and hope more will follow. 
Material should reach us by the 
first of the month for use in that 
month's issue. Wh y not let us 
hear from you? 


DESERVED PUBLICITY 

It seems that "Emile's 
bridge" is getting some well 
deserved publicity. A picture 
of the bridge was used as the 
cover picture on THE AFPALnCIII Jf 
TRnlLWAY NEWS in January, and 
the spring issue of VERMONT LIES 
carries a story and picture of the 
bridge. Congratulations, Emile. 


BUFFUM IN WINTER 
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Maybe you thought there was 
still a lot of snow in Rutland 
on Sunday, March 2nd - however, 
if you had been with us on the 
trip to Buffum you would really 
have seen snow! 

As we parked our cars at 
the side of the East Wallingford 
Gulf road and took the Trail to 
Buffum Shelter, we found our- 
selves surrounded by sno w and 
more snow. The snowshoeing was 
excellent and a new fall of snow 
on Saturday night had given the 
trees a fresh frosting. The sun 
came out occasionally adding in- 
teresting shadows and a general 
sparkle to the scene. 

Arriving at the shelter 
location, by looking carefully, 
we found Buffum sandwiched in 
between 4-0 inches of snow on its 
roof and 4-4 inches on the ground. 

in outdoor lunch seemed a 
good idea and a fire was soon 
blazing merrily on logs laid on 
top of the snow. i large piece 
of canvas spread on the snow in 
front of the fire made an excell-* 
ent picnic spot an., in an in- 
credibly short time coffee was 
ready and lunch being enjoyed. 

After lunch we relaxed and 
visited by the fire, taking ad- 
vantage of the mild temperature. 

A friendly chickadee hopped about 
the shelter entrance and seemed 
not at all disturbed by our px'es- 
ence. Apparently tais spot is a 
favorite of chickadees and well 
as GMCers. 

As four o'clock approached 
and our fire settled deeper and 
deeper into the snow we reluct- 
antly decided to start the home- 
ward trip. 

As alw .ys the hike out was 
all too short and too soon we 
were back in town. A good win- 
ter outing is pretty hard to beat. 

NEW SCHEDULES ARE ENCLOSED 
WITH THIS ISSUE 


Martha Adams 
Barbara Allard 
Judy Allard 
Y/m. Allard, M. D. 
Betty Ball 
Bennett Bell 
Charlotte Bell 
Miriam Bell 
Rachel Bell 
Pat Bruneau 
Ray Catozzi 
Polly E. Crocker 
Sally A. Crocker 
Ruth Fostman 
David Gouchoe 
Frances Green 
Jos. Hadeka, Jr. 
James Hayward 
Betty Holden 
George kirk 
Carol Martin 
Jack Martin 
Janet Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Raymond Miller 
Pearl Nichols 
Robert Paul 
Graigue Perkins 
Mary I-erkins 
Vera Perkins 
Ellen Russell 
Charles Sab our in 
Gerard Sabourin 
Mary Pat Sabourin 
Robert Scott 
Harold Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
Lori Wadsworth 
Luise Wadsworth 
William Wadsworth 
Eleanor Walker 
Carleton Wilson 


We miss the names of many 
"regulars" on this list, and ho'' Q 
to see them on next month's lis 


BOARD MEETING SOON 


Pres. Bennett B 0 11 has called 
an Executive Board meeting for 
Wednesday, March 12, at 3 HI, at 
Mary Perkins, 129 Bellevue Ave. 


cfK: 


ana 
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COMING EVENTS 


THIS: Sat., April 26, 10:50 :•& 

PLACE : Pucker Lodge 

It looks now like there 
might still be considerable 
snow in the woods for this one. 
Therefore it would be advisable 
to watch the HERALD announce- 
ment for trail "conditions . 
Although it probably will not 
be too springlike, we will hope 
for a bright spring day and 
perhaps we can find some hobble 
bush to bring home for indoor 
forcing into bloom. This will 
also be a good opportunity to 
see that Tucker is in shipshape 
condition for the coming hiking 
season. We will leave Meldon 
School at 10:50 AM but if you 
can’t make it until later come 
along when you can. 


TIME: Sat. , May 10, 10:00 AM 

PLACE: Sunnyside to Clarendon 

This is the first of a 
series of hikes covering the 
entire Killington Section of 
the Long Trail. It will start 
at 10:00 All from the Heldon 
School. 


There are two reasons for 
scheduling our entire section. 
Some of you may wish to start 
on or continue walking toward 
an end-to-endcr award which 
is given by the 1-L.in Club to 
all those who hike the total 
length of the Long Trail from 
Mass* to Canada. Last year 
three ox our members completed 
the entire trail. In the main 
this was accomplished by going 
on hikes scheduled over the 
past several years by our 
Section with this objective in 
mind. This year we are start- 
ing the series over by doing 
our own Section first. 

The second reason is that 
every year our entire section 
should be checked, blowdowns 
removed, brush cutback, blazes 
repainted where needed, and 
our shelters put into ship- 
shape condition before the 
summer hiking season. Some 
of this work can be done on a 
scheduled hike and note taken 
of additional work which needs 
to be done and additional work 
parties planned accordingly. 

If the weather is good we will 
work on the tro.il. This will 
be about a 4,> mi. hike. Poor 
weather will find us working on 
one of the shelters. 


GOV. CLEMENT ! 

SNOW 3 JOE 

When March 15 rolled around 
it was obvious that we couldn't 
got within miles of Gov. Clement 
because of the snow and road 
conditions so the group of twelve 
hikers decided to go to Tall 
Timber Camp instead. There too 
there was still plenty of snow. . . 
in fact, a bit more was added dur- 
ing the day. The woods were beau- 
tiful under their snowy mantle. 

After a leisurely lunch at 
the cabin part of the group took 
a circle route through the ever- 
greens before returning to the 
cars. Coming out wo passed the 
top of one of Craigue's signs 
reading "NO CANS BEYOND". The 
rest of the- si gn and post was 
all under the snow. It seemed 
to us this was the understate- 
ment of the yoarj 


ADDITIONS TO THE 
1958 rLJiBERSxi.il LIST 

Mary Elizabeth Allard 
Helen Bailey 
Emile Boselli 
Fred Field 
Helen Frink 
Minerva Hinchey 
Florence Mitchell 
William Mitchell 
Anne Perkins 
D avid Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Helen B. Tompkins 
Mortimer Tompkins 

THIS IS THE LaST ISSUE OF SMOKE 
& BLAZES wHICH WILL BE SENT TO 
THE 1957 MAILING LIST. 

If you haven't already sent 
them, Trcas, Eleanor Walker, 

87 Baxter St., Rutland, Vt., 
would be glad to receive your 
1958 dues and see that your name 
is on the 1958 mailing list. 


MAPLE SUGAR PARTY 
by Ruth Fostman 

Our annual Maple Sugar Party 
was held Sunday, March 30 th at 
6:30 in the evening. 

This took place up in Vera 
Perkins ' attic and what a grand 
place for it. There were thirty- 
five people of assorted ages. 

When we arrived the two 
kettles of bubbling new maple 
syrup were almost ready. It has 
to be oust right for sugar on 
snow and it was. It was soon 
time- for the boys to bring the 
snow to the attic. This had 
been put into half-gallon ice- 
cream cartons and each person had 
one. Then the syrup w..s brought 
up and kept hot on Jack Martin's 
camp stove. 

Places wore set up for every- 
one on long tables with center- 
pieces of nasturtiums and candy 
tuft (grown in Vera's own green- 
house ) . Everyone had all they 
wanted and some stirred some 
down to a creamy texture. 

This , together with dough- 
nuts, pickles and good coffee 
Oust hit the spot. 

Some of the youngsters 
played billiards and the three 
youngest, Carol and Nancy Martin 
and Mary Elizabeth Allard had 
a small tea table of their own 
for their sugar on snow. 

Afterward we Just sat around 
and visited and sme played cards 
and first we know it was time to 
go. 

Several non-members were 
there and we were all so pleased 
to have them, but it would h.:vc 
been nice to have ha.d more of our 
own members, Loo. They missed 
another good, party. 

Thank you, Vera, and everyone 
who helped. 


N. E. TRAIL CONFERENCE 


Two Killing-ton Section mem- 
bers enjoyed attending the Now 
England Trail Conference . in '• 
Amherst on Saturday, April 5th. 
Your next LONG TRaIL NEWS will 
give you a more complete report, 
but we'd like to share with you 
now some of the highlights of the 
meeting. 

Among the organizations repre- 
sented were many chapters of the 
Appalachean Club, GMC, and various 
student Outing Clubs. Many of 
these Student Clubs reported 
maintenance of definite sections 
of the Appalachian Trail. We 
wonder - could GMC make more use 
of the Student Outing Clubs which 
there are in Vermont? 

A report of speci-.l interest 
to us was that two Appalachian 
Club shelters weie to be built on 
the section of their trail between 
Woodstock nd Gifford Woods. 

These should provide a couple of 
new objectives for Killington 
Section hikes. 

Wo saw slides taken along 
the Long Trail and showing many 
of our GMC shelters, and slides 
taken on hikes in Colorado during 
an Appalachian Club August Camp. 

A panel discussion gave 
pointers on travelling light on 
the trail, trail clearing tools, 
and photography along the trail. 

We were especially fascinated 
with Ben Rolston's demonstration 
of how he packs for a summer 
weekend trail trip. Everything 
needed, except his sleeping bag, 
went into a small knapsack which 
when filled we ighed less than 
16 lbs! 

The concluding treat was an 
outstanding talk, illustrated with 
colored slides, on the life in 
and around swamps and bogs. 

This opened up a whole new field 
of interest to which we had pre- 
viously given but little thought. 

It was good to see so many 
people interested in hiking and 


maintaining the hiking trails. 
For an informative and thorough- 
ly enjoyable day among congenial 
people wo heartily recommend at- 
tending the New England Trail 
Conference . 


ANOTHER BAClLv/aHD LOOK 

Thoughts of the earlier 
GL-IG February 22nd outings 
brought the following reminis- 
cence from a long time member, 
Bernice R. Tuttle. 

"For winter holidays such 
as New Years' Day .and Washing- 
ton's Birthday the Green Moun- 
tain Club liked to open up the 
Long Trail Lodge (then called 
tlu Green Mountain Clubhouse) 
and make a d.:y of it. After 
enormous effort, mostly by en- 
thusiastic volunteers, ice still 
lingered in the corners and 
chill in the air, and snow banked 
the windows. Only the big front 
room was open and lunches were 
eaten strictly before the fire- 
place, yet as now, some hikers 
did venture out on the Pico trail 
(then it was on snowshoes), or 
got a lot of snow in the hair 
climbing Doer's Leap. For my- 
self it was the choice of di- 
rectly opposite attractions, pic- 
nicking at the Clubhouse or at- 
tending the sedate luncheon al- 
ways put on the D.A.R. on Wash- 
ington's Birthday. 

I remember the autumn day 
that a group picnicking at the 
foot of Doer's Leap was escort- 
ed by Mr. Willis Ross across the 
road to see the huge rock above 
and around which the Lodge was 
to be built, and there we see 
it yet, covered with moss and 
green slips constantly renewed 
for the delight of guests." 

We thank Bernice for send- 
ing in this interesting bit of 
material. We hope to hear from 
her again. 
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COMING EVENTS | 

t 

TIME: Sun., May 2 V 5, 10; 00 a.m. 

PLACE : Bui fun to Sunny side 

On Sunday, May 25tli, starting 
from MelGon School at 10:00 A.M. 
we will have the second in our 
series of Xillingt on Section 
hikes. We will start from the 
Y. r allingf ord Gulf Pond, go into 
Buffum and on to Gunnyside. 

Perhaps if the group finds itself 
to he of varying degree of am- 
bition and endurance, the more 
ambitious half could blaze trail 
from Buffum to Sunnyside and 
back. The other half could do 
the part from the Wallingford 
Gulf road to Buffum. This would 
make the longer trip about five 
miles and the shorter ono only 
about one and one half miles . 

The shorter trip people could 
probably sec- to picking up around 
the shelter and putting it into 
as good shape as | ossible for 
the summer. This would be a 
good opportunity for those who 
are busy with church in the morn- 
ing to get out for the after- 
noon anyway. Just come along 
when you can. lee you there. 


May 31 MNM J.AL MEETING June 1 
LETS HIVE A G-^OB HML HESEeT ATION 
PivaM KILLINGTON SECTION 


TIME : 3 at. -Sun., May 31, June 1 

PLACE: G.M.C. annual Meeting 
Long frail Lodge 

once again it is Annual 
Meeting time and as in the past 
it will bo head at the Long Trail 
Lodge. Activities will commence 
with a coffee hour conducted by 
Millington Section at 10:00 A. M. 
The morning business session will 
convene at 11:00. The various 
sections will make reports and 
a change in the by-laws will be 
considered which would increase 
the amount of dues to the main 
club fa-om the sections to 50 £ 
for adult and 25 £ for juniors. 

Lunch will be served at the 
Lodge at 12:30 for pi. 75 per 
plate. The business meeting will 
reconvene at 2: JO and »rill be 
followed by a trustees meeting. 
During bhis bime other members 
will be Mole to take short hikes 
in the vicinitj/. 

At 6:00 l.M. dinner will be 
served at the Lodge for 32.25 
per person. Less McKinney of 
Dartmouth will be guest speaker 
in the- evening. There will also 
be an opportunity to see slides 
taken by various .members so 
please bring ary you may have. 

Hikes ..re planned for 3un. 
by the Brattleooro (Eon Kent , 
chairman) and Millington sections 
(Oraiguc Perkins-? chairman). 


SPHINC- lull TO FUCIFH 


Up to the v:eek before the 
April 26th. hike to ‘fucker it 
had looked as though snowshoas 
would be needed for the trip, 
however, the 17 hikers found 
that tne vara sun and rains of 
the early pari; of the week h-d 
reduced the snow in this area 
to patches here and there, files e 
patches had a surprising depth 
as an occasional bre~k through 
showed. The partially overcast 
skies had cleared before we 
reached fucker and v/c enjoyed a 
day of bright sun and brilliant- 
ly blue sky. 

A highlight of the trip in 
was the sight of two deer by 
the fist arrivals. With plenty 
of good wood the stove proved 
cooperative and everyone gathered 
around for the always popular 
lunch hour. 

One of 'ihe objectives for 
this season s outing .s is to ac- 
complish sue frail and Shelter 
work whenever possible. We 
started in o.t fucker by paint- 
ing the window s.-sh to the ac- 
campaniment of the customary 
friendly exchange of insults 
between some members of the 
group. Unfortunately some 
"trigger-happy" people had visit 
ed here during the winter and a 
nugber of window panes will have 
to be replaced. 

A uniform register fer use 
in shelters has been adopted by 
the main club and wo left one 
of these. Y.e also posted an 
interesting new set of suggest- 
ions for the use of shelters 
which was drawn up recently. 

Ihe painting job completed, 
we closed up camp and enjoyed 
the short, pleasant hike back 
to the cars in the late after- 
noon. 

This hike brought out sev- 
eral new hiking friends and 
brought back an old friend. Y/e 
were p leased to have Fernand 
Bartlett with us again. Many 


of our long time members will 
remember Fernand v;ho, along with 
His sister, Jeannette, hiked with 
us during his nigh school years. 
Fernand is leaving soon for a 
year in Furore which he has been 
working tow Fra for five years. 
"Ihe Carpenters" were new hikers 
with us and ..Fiy Elizabeth Allard 
made ner first GP1C hike . V. o are 
glxd to see that the Allard rep- 
resentation on hikes will be 
nept up aid hope all these peo- 
ple will join us again - often. 


-ijJjJlx'l Wi< S f a r. > r I: . i RfraoJa lx Blof 

Anna Borg 

Maude Canty 

G. Lucuis Cary, Sr. 

Jean 3. Davies 
Faith Fwald 
Fargo Montague 
,/illiam Montague 
Cigrid Fateh 
Bernice Buttle 

FCX-is-Jj ifFwS 

Craigue and Mary Perkins 
have just received word of the 
birth of another grandson on 
May 5th. Congratulations to 
the proud parents, Bob and 
Thelma Perkins. 

Ben ltalston has reported 
to the main club that fhendara 
Shelter (A. 5 miles south of the 
Benningt on-Bratt leboro highway ) 
collapsed under the weight of 
snow this past winter. 

After a weekend spent at 
the- national Guard Mange in 
Hortham, Jack Martin reports 
that in spots there is still 
four feet of snow and the road 
is not yet open beyond the 
i'lorth-im picnic area. Phis 
mornings hut land Herald also 
reported considerable snow in 
the Millington area to in slow- 
ing work on the new ski develop- 
ment . 


3 

MYBfmRY HIKE 

On Sunday, April 13, a pood 
sized group of around eighteen 
gathered at the Meldon School for 
the Mystery Hike. It was a 
heautiful spring day and the 
crowd soon learned they were 
bound for a nearby hill west of 
the city. In the past line Hill 
has been a favorite spot for 
outings but it has boon several 
years since we have been there. 

This time we went up iicHinley 
Lane and left our cars at tin- 
farm h use at the top of the hill 
and the end of the road (_-.t least"' 
in April I ) Then we hiked a short 
ways up the ro alary to the fost- 
m m emp delightfully situated on 
the east side of the hill with 
a commanding view of tin Green 
Mount ain Lavage ... Pico , xiillin .con, 
and ..tendon still white with snow. 
There we were greeted by ovr host 
and hostesses, futh and Herbert 
Postman, and Maude Canty. Everyone 
exclaimed over their wonderful 
location so near the city, when 
most of the group took off to 
explore the surrounding hillside 
while a few less ambitious ones 
Just sat around and enjoyed sene 
relaxing conversation around the 
fire in the lovely stone fire- 
place . 

After Ruth and Maude ex- 
panded the table to its full 
length the "stay at carps" ate 
their lunches, followed by the 
explorers upon their return. 

The younger members ate their 
picnic lunches on the rocks in 
front of the cabin where they 
could enjoy the fine weather 
and commanding view. 

The afternoon was leisurely 
consumed by more exploration and 
conversation. Me all want to 
thank the Postmans and Maude for 
their gracious hospitality, it 
was a tnoroughly enjoyable spring 
outing for young and not so 
young alike! 


vL TO oUih.T.oIDL 

After a generally rainy 
week we were surprised and 
pleased to awake- to bright sun- 
shine on the morning of May 10th. 
Just the day for a good hike 
was our first thought ! Appar- 
ently a number of people felt 
likewise and 1? were at Meldon 
School for the take-off at 10 AM. 

Sunnyside was our destina- 
tion with trail work to be done 
on route and general trimming 
and picking up to be done at the 
shelter. Barbie, Oraigue .and 
Joe decided to go in over the 
trail from Clarendon, repainting 
blazes on the- vray. The rest 
went the short way, driving as 
far as the old road above Spring 
Lake Ranch. Arrived at Sunny- 
side some collected wood, started 
the fire, got water, and cleared 
up aroond the dooryard while- 
others hiked go the lake. 

Sunnyside- is indeed well 
nanod md its sunny dooryard 
was an inviting place to linger 
after a leisurely lunch. Trail 
work called, however, and a work 
crow of 7 soon started back over 
The Trail to Clarendon, this time 
to do any needed brushing out 
and clo ring. The rest of tho 
group divided, some returning to 
kuti .nd while others drove back 
to Clarendon and hiked The Trail 
in from that end as far as "the 
lookout ". 

Soring has certainly come 
on with a rush in the two weeks 
sia.ee our last hike. The woods 
arc now lovely with spring flow- 
ers , shad and cherry blossoms , 
and uncurling ferns. 

The turnout for these first 
two Work Party-Outings has been 
good. If this keeps up our sec- 
tion of The Trail should be in 
pretty good shape by mid-summer . 
He’ re having fun, too -- better 
Join us next time. 
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COMING EVENTS ? 

'TIME: Sat., Juno 28 | 

PLACE: Gov. Clement to Cooper 

t 

By this time it is hoped that j 
the group will be able to drive ! 
into Gov. Clement as could be done 
last summer. If this can be done 
the trip will be about 8 miles * 

round trip. This is one of the 
easier approaches to Killing ton 
so why not join this work party j 
hike. The hikers will leave from : 
Meldon School at 9:30 AM so as to 
reach Cooper Lodge about noon time, • 

i 

i 

TIME: Sunday, July 13 

PLACE: Long Trail Lodge to 
Cooper Lodge 

t 

This is the last of our sec- 
tion trips and perhaps the most j 
difficult , but a splendid oppor- 
tunity for anyone wishing to climb j 
our highest peak, Kiliington ? or 
for those not quite a® iunbitious ; 
Pico Junction and Shelter are abou t 
half as far. Prom the Long Trail 
Lodge to Cooper is about 5*4- miles, i 
Two hikers who came through from 
the south at Annual Meeting time 

i 

I 


reported the trail to be in 
fairly good condition. This 
trip will leave Meldon School 
at 9 : 30 AM . 


TIME: Saturday, July 26 

PL ICE: Lake Pleiad 

Pack up your swim suit and 
join us for a trip to a pleasant 
little lake not far from highway 
,7125 through Middlebury Gap. 

This should be a pleasant mid- 
summer trip to a favorite lake- 
side camp. The group will leave 
Meldon School at 10:00 AM. 


ANN wUN Cii&iiiN ! I‘ 

The next issue of Smoke and 
Blazes will come out at the end 
of July and will be the July and 
the -.ugust issues' in a combined 
form due to the expected arrival 
of another little Martin during 
the first part of the month. V/o 
hope no one will mind too much. 


INTERSECTION AL : AUG. 16-17 


C: 

ANNUAL BLASTING 
GESjN MOUNT .IN CLUB 
May 31 - June 1 
by John Martin 

The Green Mountain Club's 
annual meeting was held May 31 1 

at the Long Trail. Lodge in 
Sherburne lass. The general 
business meeting of the club , 

started at 11:00 AM. Following 
the usual secretary's and treas- 
urer's reports, the various club 
sections reported on the con- 
dition of their shelters and of 
their section of the Long Trail 
and its approaches. 

The New York section reported 
the erection of the Grenville T. 
Anderson memorial Shelter on the 
Appalachian Trail in New Jersey , 
named for the late section 
president. This section also 
had a 40 ye r member present , 

Miss Helen Raymond. The Benn- 
ington Section reported the col- 
lapse, during the winter, of 
Thendara Shelter on the Long 
T r ail southeast of Bennington. 

Other sections reporting were 
Worcester, Brattleboro, Hilling- 
ton, Montpelier, and Burlington. 

Announcement was made of 8 
awards duri..g the year, of the 
"End to ana" certificate for 
those persons who have hiked the 
length of the Long Trail. Three 
of these were Killington Section ! 
members, Vera, Mary and Craigue 
Perkins . 

The club passed a resolution 
opposing "further opening of ; 

Public Lands in Vermont to com- j 
mercial interests." The resolu- 
tion also asked that "future dev- 
elopments be widely publicized at 
least six months in advance." j 

This action was prompted by re- 
cent developments in the uincoln 
Mountain area. 

Trustees reelected were John j 
Paulson of Bennington, Joan Martin \ 
of Hut land, Don Kent of Newfane, 
and Roy Buchanan of Burlington. 

Newly elected to the position of 1 
trustee was Harlan Farnsworth of 


Montpelier. Ted Goddard Old 
Bennington was reelected as Clerk, 
and hiss kinerva Hinchey of 
Rutland as Corresponding Secre- 
tary. 

During tile trustee's 
meeting which followed, all 
officers were reelected. The 
budget for next year was al- 
tered to provide especial em- 
phasis upon the repairing and 
rebuilding of some of the Long 
Trail shelters. A Trail confer- 
ence was announced Tor the first 
of November . The Skyline group 
01 the Lidaiebury College mount- 
ain Club was voted in ~s the 
first College oection of the 
! Green Mountain Club. 

A fairly large group of 
members -at-large and of the 
' other sections accepted the 
{ hospitality of Craigue ierxins 
' end spent the ni,,ht at Tall 
: Timber Camp. Seve . al of the 
local members took their picnic 
‘ dinners up foe noontime. Two 
• ambitious hikers climbed up 
j Blue aidge and some of one otners 
took shorter hikes in the vicin- 
ity. A few of the younger ones 
did u. little fishing. The rest 
of the people Just sat around 
and enjoyed a leisurely d^y. 

Another group of members 
met \.ith Don Kent of the Brattle- 
boro section in the vicinity of 
Manchester Depot for hiking in 
that area. 


Ox X.OI xL 

Congratulations to Jen 
and Ray Cato z si on the birth 
of their third' so^, Louis .Peter, 
on -May. 19 • 

******* 

Barbie Allard is working 
this summer at xlyacinth xiouse in 
South Woodstock, we shall miss 
her on the hikes but hope she has 
a pleasant and profitable summer. 
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8UNMYJIDE TO BUPTUM 


GOV. CLMfthHT'j 


CLAIffiLTDOiT 


The weather threatened show- j 
ers when we left Meldon School 
on Sunday, May 25th enrouto for ; 
Buffum and trail work. Three 
trail workers headed for Sunny- 
side to work the trail between 
there and Buffum, while eight 
others, including four junior ■ 
Juniors, and the lunches went on j 
to Buffum via the Gulf road ap- 
proach. j 

The threatened showers ar- j 
rived simultaneously with our 
arrival at the parking spot. j 

Here we waited a short time and 
debated whether or not ve sh mid : 
take to the Trail. Since the 
workers would be looking for 
their coffee and lunches at Buffum* 
it was decided tm...t some of us, 
at le-.st, smoulu hike in there. * 
By this time the current shower 
was letting up so everyone de- 
cided to make the trip. Actually 1 
it didn't rain much more, so that j 
though the grass, trees and bush- • 
es wore plenty wet wo didn't get 
too wet . T 

Happily, we f.und that the 
shelter had si .yod up in spite | 
of its heavy load of snow last 
winter, and there was a good 
supply of dry wood inside. 7e j 
still haven't managed to get the 
much needed "new" stove in here, 
but the old one cooperated very j 
well on this occasion and we I 

soon had hot water for coffoc. 

Just as wo were well started 
on lunch the trail, workers ar- 
rived, surprised and pleased to 
find us chore. They had resigned ; 
themselves to the idea of h .ving ; 
to walk out to the cars for taeir 
lunches. Bo mg thoroughly wet 
down, as they were on the Trail i 

during all of the shower, they i 

had made a quick trip through. 

They found this section in 
reasonably good condition, how- 
ever, but another trip should be i 
made over this area if possible , 
under bettor weather conditions. 

Boon after lunch we started 
the return trip to the c ms. 


Sunday, June 15th dawned 
clear and cool with a brisk 
breeze. Here was an excellent 
hiking day. The black flies, the 
bugbear of June hikes, would be 
at a minimum and the temperature 
was perfect for hiking . ..e con- 

fidently expected to find an 'am- 
bitious group at Meldon School 
ready for a day's work on the 
Trail. Ue f mnd one car with 
Mary and Craigue , "Butcn" Soulia, 
and mark and Judy Sodnick. well , 
if you don't have a crowd you m 
the Dear yju calx wi cn wnat ."you 
have. .:o added Carol Martin and 
Vera ierkins to Graiguo ' s group 
and drove to Gov. Clement, Here 
Craigue mid "Butch" took the 
Trail to Clarendon to work trail 
and paint blazes en route. 

The rest of us planned to 
stay at Gov. Clement until after 
lunch and meet the workers at 
Clarendon in the afternoon. 
However , mo frisk oroezo in 
hut land was a high wind here and 
the temperature cold rather than 
cool, so, after a quick chock of 
the shelter showed conditions to 
be OK, we decided to move on at 
once to the c mfort of Clarendon 
Lodge . 

17 c found tho old road 
which wo usually hike in on sur- 
prisingly washed and filled with 
cobbles of all sizes. At the 
shelter there was protection from 
the wind and wo spent a pleasant 
day hi xing in this area and sit- 
ting in the sun. The trail work- 
ers arrived about 5 : 50 PL having 
found the Trail in good condition 

Clarendon has a pane of 
glass to be replaced and needs 
new sections of stovepipe in- 
stalled. 7e were distressed to 
find a piece has already been bro 
ken out of the top of the stove 
so recently put in hero. 

7c left Clarendon late in 
the PM going out over the Trail, 
and so just missing Jan, money 
and Carol Martin who h..d hiked 
in over the old road. 
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CORING EVENTS 

■TIME : Sunday, Aug. 10 

PLACE: C. V. Camp, Chittenden i 

t 

Once again it is time for I 
our outing to the C.V. Camp in * 

Chittenden. 1’or those of you 
who have never been. . . here is 
an opportunity for a good swim * 

and a leisurely day on the beach 
or at the camp with those of us 
who plan each year to attend : 

this very enjoyable outing. V/e 
will meet at the Mellon School 
at 10:00 AM. for those who need 
transportation, Those wishing 
to ame later may do so at their 
own convenience. Plan to come 
for all or part of the day. 


TltoE : Sat. -Sun., Aug. 16-17 

PLaCE: Intersectional 

Craigue Perkins' Camp 
Ivlendon - Headquarters 

Pull details on this affair 
are attached to this Smoke and 
Blazes . Kiliington Section is 
the host to please everjdcody come 
up for at least part of the week- 
end -and meet the folks from the 
other sections. 


EDITORIAL 

V/e are very sorry to note 
such poor turnouts for the kili- 
ington Section maintenance work 
parties. Our hard working trails 
chairman cannot do the whole 
section single handed or with one 
or two helpers. True, the best 
turnout was eleven, but four of 
these were under six years old 
-and one had to be carried! also • 
it reined so about all chat could 
be done was paint blazes. The 
last two hikes had only two and 
three show up. 

We send out 7 0 Smoke and 
Blazes so it seems like we should 
have at least ten on every hike. 

V/e are always hearing complaints 
that there is nothing to do by some 
of the younger members of the com- 
munity. How about getting some of 
those folks with time and energy 
on their hands interested in doing 
a little trail work! It's still 
there; still needs doing! If you 
aren't able to do any work yourself, 
do some recruiting. four dues don't 
get the trail brushed out, blow- 
downs cleared, and biases painted. 
Somebody has to put smme time on 
the trail soon or Aillington Section 
cannot be called an active section. 


CLEMENT TO COOaBR 


Li TKE X LaIAD 


Saturday, June 28th. was a 
perfect day for the scheduled 
work party-outing to Killing ton 
via Gov. Clement. Attendance*- 
one trail worker. Result: the 

trail from Gov., Clement to 
Cooper Ladge was hiked md 
blazes painted in one direction, 
only a bit of the most essential 
brushing could be done. 

Long TRAIL LODGE TO COOTiE 

On Sunday, July 13th, an- 
other fine hiking day, two were 
on handfor the trail work-outing. 
Realizing that with such a small 
party we could not hope to cover 
the trail from Long Trail Lodge 

to Cooper Lodge and to .ny work, 
we decided on _ico Shelter as 
our destination. Blazes wore 
painted in both directions on 
most of this section of trail. 
Mthough more brushing out would 
be desirable, we classified most 
of this section as good and none 
as poor. 

it Pico Shelter we talked 
with members of a group from 
the iutney School Pork Camp. 

Their leader had previously dis- 
cussed with our Tr_.il Chairman 
their plan to spend four week- 
ends working on the trail. This 
was their first weekend and they 
had stayed over night at Pico 
Xhelter and done some brushing 
in that area. Such groups can be 
of real service in helping on 
our maintenance problem. 

This was a pleasant day on 
the Trail. The bugs were not 
troublesome and the temperature 
was just high enough go make a 
stop off at Craigue's Camp for a 
swim a most enjoyable ending for 
Ghe day's trip. 

INCTHaR HIKER CHIVES 

Congratulations to Jan and 
Jack Martin on the arrival of 
Betsy June Martin on July 5th. 

\!e expect to see Betsy on a GMC 
Outing soon. 


Saturday, July 26 th, gave 
! every promise of being hot with 
a good possibility of showers. 

The five hikers who finally man- 
aged to make connections for this 
trip, unanimously decided that 
the- woods .nd pond at Tall Timber 
had just as much to offer on such 
; a day as Lake ileiad and was much 
nearer. Accordingly, the sched- 
, ule was revised and we were soon 
! enjoying the cooling water of 
; Tall xiraber Fond. This was fol- 
lowed by a cook-out lunch at the 
i cabin nearest the pond. 

; if ter lunch, invigorated by 

our swim and the leas ant cool- 
ness of the woods , we enjoyed a 
leisurely hike along a woodland 
trail noting birds , ferns , -nd 
flowers along the w_.y. B etty '..as 
rewarded by a good look at a 
variety of cross-bill she had not 
, scon for eight years. 

... .armed up by our h ur of 
hiking we were ready bo cool off 

: xr ..in. /mother swim com. leted 

•-» — 

a most enjoyable day. 

! BIG PROJECT OjUING UP 

t 

; Killings on oection has re- 

ceived a donation of .200 from a 
LAE group in Massachusetts to be 
used toward rebuilding 1 ico Shel- 
ter. This is a fine start on a 
] needed project, and presents us 
• with a real challenge in carrying 
it through to completion. 

The problems of getting 
material to she site and the act- 
ual building will come l..ter, 
but first we have ohe problem of 
raising the additional money 
which will be required . .-.ny sug- 

gestions on ways -nd moans for 
doing this will be welcomed. 

lOrio a b jiili. el.-T 


Harriet Bryan 
Miles Bryant 
Dick Catoz .i 
Greta C .tozzi 
! C. Mason 
Roger Pike 


Dr. _^arle Johnson 
Carol iarmenter 
Mr. A Mrs. B-rcka 
Mrs. nlc- nor .Smith 
Lawrence Smith 
Marie Gray 
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SATURDAY EVERIUG! SOVG- F“ST - PICTURE SHOW 

SATURDAY 3, SUNDAY HIKES "TVS LOI'GER . . . JBP . . . SHORTER OF THEH 

PROCTOR ' IAR3LE EXHIBIT DEER LEAP MOU2TADT 

PICO PEAK . . . ZILLr'GTO'T MOUTTAI’ 7 . . . SHREWSBURY PEAK 

BLUE RIDGE HOTLTTAIH . . . BEAVER DAI I A-7D PO 'D . . . PICO via CHAIRS 

APPALACHIA! TRAIL to 1IOTOWIT 

Planning would "be aided if you would send a card to 
Jack Martin, 7 Curtis Avenue, Rutland, Vermont with the following 
information. 

n pi an to sir rive about _ with a party 

of for the 1953 G£iC Intersections!. " 

(Signed ) 


Ffco 1 * 

5£^'^ C * To#>< 



Vol. 11 No. 9 


KILjliIK GfuN BaCTj. 01 . - GREEN aOUMr lXIT OjJJ_ 


3 opt . 1958 


CuMING LVENTB I 

TIME: Sunday, Sept. lh • 

I-LrCE: Green Mountain, j 

Little Rock Pond 

You probably noticed in the ' 

Lon^ Trail News , as did our hike 
chairman, that there is now a new 
trail at Little Hock Pond, our 
old favorite in spring and fall. 

It is to Green Mountain which 
slopes down to the pond's edge. 

The new trail is .'7 mile long and 
leads to open rock viewing spots 
looking toward the north and west. ; 

The top of the mountain is not 
attained s it is heavily wooded. 
This promises to be an enjoyable ; 
fall outing. Come and try cut the j 
new trail. Y/e will meet at j 

Laelaon School at 10:00 ilf. i 

j 

TIME: Saturday, Sept. 27 

ILa.CE: "Mystery Like" 

This should prove interesting * 
if we only get good weather. . . 
it had rather poor luck on that 
score in the past , but... Only 
clue we can give you is it is a 
"new" place. Join us at Moldon ; 
School at 10:00 AM and see where 
the trail leads. 


TIME: Sunday, October 12 

IL.iCL: Eadok^ Faria, Granville 

This, trip proved.'. so enjoy- 
able last yb xr and who foliage 
..,o beautiful that it pyas 
scheduled ug. .in this fall. 

If you went last ye dr wc know 
you -..ill w ;.nt to go again. If 
you didn't, uon't miss it 
this year. . . the maples around 
the ond are beyond, compare, 
oven if they are over the line 
in Tori; st-otel Join the 
crowd t melclon School at 
10:30 AM. 


H;T„H.daCTIoi'i _L 

Y/e are happy to have 
several x.riseups aboue she 
various trips taken at the 
inter sectional so here we 
will only m.ke some- brief 
comment. The turnout was 
good, ..1 though it would have 
been nice if more hilling ton 
section members could have 
been there. The we a a. ter was 
about perfect, and our committee 
J.-.ek hurt in, Oraigue Terkins, 
and Bill .ads worth had things 
running smoothly. A large 
choice of crips wore suggested 

and woriced up as demanded . 


TjO AND A BOY l/ORK TnRJY 
TO TUCKER LODGE 


oN TO TUCiuTR ajOjJG.j i'OR A 
LUNGilTIMB HIKE 


On Saturday, August 9th, two 
men and a boy ventured forth on 
the snort cut to Tucker Lodge. 

They were Jack Martin, you know 
him, with Bill Wadsworth and 
Ronnie Lussier, two out of town j 
members of our section, on a work 
party intending to set a ".few" 
lights of glass in Tucker Lodge, 
and renew the stovepipe. 

We arrived at the lodge to 
find a sorry looking building. 

The door was propped open and we • 
could see chat some "kind" person 
had scrawled various sentiments 
all over one insic.e of the lodge } 
with assorted colors of fluoros- i 
cent chalk J Cthor signs of p c-r : 
housekeeping wore the four sash | 
without any glass at all in them ; 
(that's 48 lights of glass), and j 
the large or for it ions (bullets?) I 
in the window screening. i 

As our first task, we in- 
stalled the now stovepipe, using \ 
old rope climbing knots learned inj 
our collegiate days. This engin- ' 
eering feat required a len ;th of j 
pipe with either two crimped ends 
or one with two straight ends, if ■ 
possible I , 

..'kilo sweeping out the lodge 
with a beech branch broom, we saw ’ 
two 1-dies approaching from the 
south. They were two Hostelers 
from Detroit on their way to 
Sunrise Gamp mid then hops ing 
up to the Mansfield area. hey 
no cod that nothing had boon said 
in the Guido Book about maid 
service I 

After setting two lights of 
glass it was time to leave our 
somewhat patched up friend in 
the woods. Tucker still needs 
the four new sash, some roof spot ‘ 
repairing, some stone masonry, 
and a good coat of creosote to 
put it into shape for continued 
use . 

JBM 


as Saturday morning of the 
Inters actional wore cn mid most 
of the hikers had departed for 
the more strenuous trips, your 
anchor pondered what short trip 
no should go on. Tucker Lodge 
was chosen for its brevity and 
the lo/teness of the hour. The 
nost item on the agenda was to 
form a party 

A V\7 pulled in bearing 
Massachusetts plates .nd three 
hikers , Lewis and Robin 
Hodgkins on and Billy 1 arsons 
of 0 -l: .Tan , Massachusetts, al- 
most as soon as they had set up 
their small wall tent and its 
adjoining all-purpose cupboard 
they were recruited for rlie 
hike. These Three were joined 
by Js.cn Martin, Carol Martin, 

■.ary nlisaboth Ml ,r& and 
Judith iillord of iMllingten 
i-CtiOil. 

fiio nano in to ajeuer was 
vorj pleas ant with r . .ny signs 
of deer croc ; ing the trail. 

Our arrival at the lodge was 
followed b- the departure of 
.a well burdened hiker who ii H 
made a lone trip from the Mass, 
line to Cowles Cove and was 
on the return stretch. 

Tucker was in no worse 
shape chan i o had boon cn e week- 
end before. A little time- was 
spent scouting about before 
the eating began, water, it 
seems, is hard come by at this 
lodge, while looking for 
water an aluminum pot was 
found in the brush. It had 
been reduced by the spiny won- 
ders to a handle and little- 
more than a rim. This was 
carried back to illustrate an 
Inters ectional appetite . 

Short ly after lunch the 
seven hikers made their way 
out from a m leas ant luncheon. 

JBM 


MILLINGTON TkIP 
IlT'i'ixRouG'flUlTAL whnMihC) 

! 

by Marie Morris 

Promptly at 8:50 on Lug. 16th, l 
a party of six left Tall Timber 
Camp for Mt. Millington. We were j 
Bill Wadsworth, leader and exper- 
ienced hiker; Barbara Allard, who 
had climbed it before; Pat Bruneau, 
who had done some hiking, Bonnie 
Pussier, also a young hiker; and 
Mr. and Mrs . Myron o. Morris. 

we drove to the Long Trail 
Lodge and at 8:50 headed for the 
peak. The three teenagers forged 
ra] idly -ahead but only reached 
lico Junction about ten minutes 
before Eili .and the morris's. It j 
i/as a beautiful day for ^ hike and 
as wo walked toward i'ico Tie Iter 
we had some wonderful views. 

It ta. shelter evidence of a ! 
dead W I- orky " forced us to go on 
quite soon. The walk to Cooler 
was fine except for some very 
muddy spots, where white sneakers 
became black. The conversation 
was stimulating and also humorous. 

At Cooper wo ate lunch and on j eye 
the view. Then on to the Peak. 

This was a rugged climb but true 
to tradition t nse ascending for j 
the first time did not iool: back j 
until the b .re rocky pinnacle 
was reached. Is was a breath- 
taking (literally and figuratively )j 
sight! Clear in all directions, 
truly the reason for being u hiker.; 
I cm truthfully s_y, with the 
others, I would not have- missed 
it for anything, but the inspira- I 
tion of the experienced hikers 
really made me do the last climb. \ 
As we came down the peak a lone i 
hiker was ascending. We surveyed j 
the remains of a stone . ranger nut 
very near the top. Of course, 

Bill's lemon drops were a help, but: 
for lor. Morris and myself his i 

helpful suggestions -.aid informa- { 
tion on hikin proved invaluable. j 
The time going up was about 
three hours ^.ctuai hiking. The 
descent was, of course, much short erl 


We were just a short Gist .nee 
down from Cooper when we met 
a lady, v;c presumed her to be 
tno mate of the hiker headed 
up the , ek. short omy 
wart her down we passes, ewo 
women hikers who wore headed 
for Cooper overnite. V/e felt 
they were not fully equipped 
for it , but wo wished them 
luck. On the- return stop* at 
1 icc Jhelter wo mot a family 
of six from hut land who had 
hiked up for lunen. The naxt 

0 )?. C; v; 0 C. o o O ml 17 . . 3 0. v . (j 3. u 1C 3? 
b ..bv.n , cun tinned hiker, fully 
packed, headed for Millington 
and points beyond. after 
leaving _ ico Junction, Bill, 

Mr. , .orris md I took the power- 
lino trail down and while it 
was steep it v.ms also rapid. 

'..v: reached the car at 5:4-0, 
wired but happy, and with a 
..onso of great accomplirjjument . 


Mrs. Morris and her husband 
■jXv members- ab-l.,rge , nd come 
from opring .sake , IT. J. They 
ware distinguished as the first 
to arrive and the last to leave 
the Interscctional . Me want 
to thunk her for the above write- 
up and say we hope te see them 
at another intersection al 
gathering. (ML.) 

if'ITmMB aCTI ON ML DaTA 
Total it tendance - 75 Young A Old 
^ILLINGTMN (24-) 

ui a..BxiR8— -i.T — L .EGA (15) 

BUhLIrGfoN (15) 

v* e AG j_io T . ok ( lx ) 

B—aT f LaBOiiO ( 2 ) 

GUMS2S (12) 

LONG TEAlL T-aTEOu (4 ) 

LlILLo iiIK_L - Many .... 
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OTHER INTERSECTION 1L 
AC x I VITIJS 

•The Intersectional crowd j 

really took advantage oi' the 
good hiking weather and Oxch d_y 
found several groups heading off 
in various directions. 

Beside the Killington and 
Tucker hikes which are written 
up elsewhere in this issue, 
hikes woic taken to iico, Blue 
Ridge (both the summit and the 
Cascades), and the beaver dan, 
as well as around the Tall Timber 
trails . 

Bach hike had its own satis- ' 
factions. The mountain tops 
offered the more spectacular 
appeal, but the trip to the 
beaver pond offered she beauty 
of an old ro ,d with its play of 
light and on. ho, and its borders 
of wild flowers and ferns. 

Is wo passed the old school 
house , one of the few buildings 
now left on this road, it was 
interesting to speculate on how j 
this area must have looked wh..n 
there were enough families living t 
around to supply children for a 
school . 

The abundant wildflowers 
gave us a fine opportunity to 
tost our skill in correctly iden- j 
tifying them. 

The last bit of road before 
the pond is reached is pretty much 
filled in with alders and ab ut 
the only way of finding the path 
is by its fool under foot. The 
pond itself was a bit disappoint- 
ing as the area is so overgrown 
and swampy that it ./as impossible 
to got near enough to the beaver 
house for a good inspection. 

hiking was not tile only 
activity. One O roup enjoyed a 
trip to the marble Exhibit in 
j. roc tor, and nearly everyone 
found that a cooling dip in Tall 
Timber xond made a perfect end- 
ing to the day's ur avals. 


KhV; OUTING SCHeDULU ARE 


u • V • Oiillu. 

Sunday, august 10th, was eke 
d.y of the outing at the C. V. 
Camp at Chittenden iond. It 
looked at first s though the 
weather was going to fail us at 
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"youngest sot", being on hand at 
on., time or another during the day 

Except for feasant lunch- 
eon interlude on the screened 
porch overlooking the pond, most 
of the day was spent in .aid on 
the water. Craigue ' s rubber boat 
had a busy day carrying voyagers 
around the pond. 

This outing h-.s bean an an- 
nual event since it first appeared 
on our schedule in 1S'52. once 
again our thunks so ole nor ..alkor 
Tor making the Camp available to 

0. uUUG '•.•jjj Eth-a adE 

SUrt now to collect all the 
rummage you c ui Dog or steal, 
your own and that of your rela- 
tives, UUnds, ...nd nei labors . 
our shy will be held in Oc ;obor 
(the exu.ct d te will be ... nounced 
1 .uCT; , so don 1 c delay, start 
now. ith the iico ro— building 
project an the offing we really 
need money . mar wumnuge Bale 
h .s been the niy real aioney- 
la.ikcr wo've found to d ate, so 
let's moke tuis year's the best 

, • O VJ • 

komember that dishes, bed- 
spreads, curtains, kitchenware., 
and nic-nacs , continue to be 
good sellers as well ~.s clothing. 
In clothing the demand for largo 

S 1 Z e S o yXCCCXb . W 0 GUl . jj 1 g , 

as it also does for children's 
clothing. 


xlToE'oohD .ITH THU Te dUe 
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COMING LVLNTS | 

TIMii: Fri., Oct. 10 HJINvlnGF S ,12 ! 

-LiiCF: Neighborhood. Rooms 

Nov; is the time uo collect 
all articles for our annual 
ktkllnGL 311N . This year ' s sale 1 
will be for the benefit of the l 
new Pico .Shelter, so please 
search your house from collar to 
attic for useful items you no 
longer want. Call your friends, 
relatives, and neighbors, too, so : 
this can bo cur biggest sale yet. 

Dishes, bedspreads, curtains,, 
kitchenware , and nic-nncs con- 
tinue to bo good sellers as well j 
as clothing. The demand for 
children's clothing and large 
sizes is always greater than the 
supply. 

All rummage should be 
brought to the Neighborhood 
Rooms as early as possible on 
Thursday morning, bet. 9th. If j 
you c.ainot geb it down yourself 
call Janet martin, 3-3621 
before Thursday, and we will 
arrange to have it picked up. 

If you con work on Thursday or 
Friday call Vera Perkins, 3-2941 . j 


TII.IL : Sunday, Get. 12 

— L .CL : Hadoka Farm, Granville 

This trip proved so enjoy- 
able last yo ir and the foliage 
so beautiful that it was sched- 
uled again this fall. If you 
went last year we know you will 
w mb to go again. If you didn't, 
don't miss it this year... the 
maples around bhe pond are beyond 
compare , even if they are in 
Nov/ York state. Join the crowd 
-t me Id on School. 


TIMn: Saturday, Oct. 25 

PL 1011: Cooper Lodge 

This will probably be 
your last chance to go to 
Cooper Lodge before winter sots 
in on Killingwon. . . in fact 
there might be snow then. At 
any rate we will hope for a 
clear and crisp Oct", day for 
tois one and try to get Cooper 
into top notch condition for 
inter. The route to be t_Jcen 
will be decided b v the group 
going. The:/- will leave lie Id on 
School at 9:00 AM. 


COMING EVENTS 

'DIME: Sunday, Nov. 9t i 

PLACE: Gov. Clement Shelter 

This is a pleasant place 
to go in late fall, especially 
if we are lucky enough to get 
a sunny day. Those who do 
not wish to hike far probably 
would be able to drive in at 
this time of year. This trip 
will leave Meldon School at 
10:30 A.M. 


EXECUTIVE BO.kD 
MEnTIN G 

A meeting of the exec- 
utive board of tae Killington 
Section, G. .1. C. was held on 
September 17th at the home of 
Jack Martin. Craigue Perkins 
submitted a resolution concern- 
ing the proposed Air Force in- 
stallation on the Chin of i,it . 
Mansfield and further reported 
th^t G.M.C. President Koerber 
had requested that action be- 
taken by the individual Sections 
as well as the main club. The 
following resolution was adopted: 

"VAIEicE-o o. proposed military 
installation on the Chin of 
Mount Mansfield requiring a 
road near the profile ridge 
would make the State's high- 
est summit inaccessable to 
the public, -and, 

WHEREAS the military authori- 
ties have raised no technical 
objection to the use of the 
Nose of Mount Mansfield for 
this installation, therefore, 

B_, IT HEREBY RESOLVED that 
immediate and thorough recon- 
sideration be given to the 
proposed location of this 
installation. " 

Copies of the resolution 
will be sent to Senator Aiken, 
Senator Flanders, representative 


I-routy, Governor Johnson, and 
the Vt. Department of Forests 
and larks. * 

There was considerable 
discussion of the proposed new 
lico Shelter. It was felt it 
should be a closed shelter and 
that it would probably cost 
around ’,500 . It was decided 
that the proceeds of the annual 
Rummage Sale held in Oct. would 
be used toward this amount. 

Tnis will be followed by a 
benefit showing of the new 
collection of Green .mountain 
Club slides and a speaker some- 
time in early November. Members 
felt this would provide- an 
opportunity for non-members 
who use and enjoy the trail to 
make a donation for this new 
shelter. 

The chairmen of Trails and 
Sneltors, Craigue xerlcins, re- 
port ai chc trail to be in fair- 
ly good condition although, some 
brushing out should be done . 
work . arties in the Spring for 
this purpose unfortunately at- 
tracted very few -workers . The 
shelters are almost all in no^d 
of attention, uuting Chairman, 
Jack Martin, reported that out- 
ings to several of the shelters 
had been scheduled for this 
Fall in the nope some of those 
repairs could be made . Other 
work parties are being planned. 
Anyone wishing to help should 
contack Craigue Perkins, 3-7954-. 
jome of the repairs are nec- 
essitated by the age of the 
shelters and the very heavy 
snowfall last V; inter , but most 
of it is due to the misuse of 
the shelters by some of the 
people who "use" them. In 
particular , we note the des- 
tructive use of firearms. 

* An editorial in support of 
our stand on Mt. Mansfield was 
in the Rutl _n d .icrald on Oct. 20* 
There has also been three Letters 
to the rditor on this subject. 


* 


LITILhi HOOK iOKD 

by 

Marie Gray 

i 

With young Mary 11 lard setting' 
the pace, our party stepped along ! 
the trail in hopes that the sky 
would be kind. The clouds passed 
and our ascent was made in Jovial j 
spirits with the usual bantering 
from Craigue and the crowd. The 
brook bubbled, the birds stared 
silent ly. Mr. Bell, sensing their 
shyness on sight of such a queer 
lot, burst into snatches of war- 
bles and trills which could have 
enchanted a sanctuary of birds. 

He really could whistle, so no 
one minded. Betty v;..s delighted 
to s'pot another vhite-winged 
crossbill . 

ilon;,- the way there were 
pieces o^.' flint rock, toadstools, j 
bewildered frogs, a makeshift 
fish-lino, a "cute" toad, a bea- 
ver and his hut and above ail a 
perfectly fine piece of pipe dis- 
covered by Carol , the youngest 
member on the trip. i 

The fire at the shelter was 
a welcome sight and there we were 
pleased to find Fran Green, a j 

Millington -Section member from 
Mass, and a friend, Gertrude Cook, j 
They had not only stayed the pre- ; 
vious night, but braved the icy 
pond waters, and climbed the new 
side trail besides. 

Betty and Marie tried the j 

blue section of this same trail. 

They gingerly squirmed inch by 
inch up the lengthy spine of a 
rock, similiar to a prehistoric 
lizards back, and explored every 
possible lookout they could find. 

The trail was well marked and the j 
views were well vnrth the struggle.! 

On returning to the shelter 
the girls found that most of the 
party had smarted out, but Hr. 

Bell was on hand to assume the 
duty of life guard for one of 
them who felt sac must cool off 
in the pond. However, his duties ! 
were limited to a scant few mo- 
ments. inis last statement comes | 


from a reliable source. 

The whole cl m finally re- 
united on the homeward way after 
a most enjoyable day. 


CoOPEP fOitX TitlP 
by 

Craigue Perkins 


fell, it's about time I 
Bennett Bell and Craifgue 
^ erkins spent a beautiful fall 
d-y getting Cooper Lodge ready 
for winter. 

,.e had had several re- 
ports of the poor condition 
of this important c^mp so we 
wore prop ..red for the worst. 

A now sash end several lights 
of glass were taken up the 
Bucklin Trail together with 
the necessary putty and enough 
tools for a big work party. 

The trail in seemed less 
bushy than usual and we found 
the c jap clean, with a supply 
of wood. It looked like the 
work of Ben Hols con who had 
been camping and hiking in 
this area. He is a good man 
to follow. 

After the grate had been 
replaced in the stove, it 
worked perfectly providing 
hot coffee and a gentle warmth 
to the camp at the price of a 
few sticks of damp wood. 

Lunch over, wo fitted the 
new sash and removed one at 
a time the other sash which 
had broken lights. There was 
time for all but two which 
we hope to replace when we 
go up again in October. 

Heeded: one second hand broom. 

Taking our time, we went 
up in two and a quarter hours, 
.aid came down in one and three 
quarters hours, one of those 
d lys ’when everything clicked. 

A fine trip and a much needed 
Job done. 



COMING MVMNJS 


TIMM: Sun., Dec. 7 ? 6:00 1.0. 

i-LACE : "Beechwood " , 

Covered Dish Supper 

This annual event needs no 
introduction to old members..' If j 
you are a new member and like 
to eat, we know you will enjoy ! 
it too. In order to insure a [ 

variety of food anyone planning 
to attend should call Janet Martin j 
(!E 3-6621) by Fri. evening, 
stating what they prefer to 
bring. As usual "Beechwood i! will 
be open from around 2 o'clock 
on so that those who wish to 
spend the afternoon hiking in 
the vicinity may do so. Supper 
will be at 6:00 i . M. Don't 
forget to bring your own dishes 
and silver. 

1ft er we eat, we will have 
a program of slides taken in 
Korea by Jony Fusco. Many of 
you will remember bony from the 
time when he was a junior member, 
and we are happy he will be with 
us again. 

"Beechwood" is located at the 
end of Curtis Ave., in the town 
of Rutland. 


Cw. IMG hV mtT'x' S 


TIMM: Sat., Doc. 20, 10:00 A,... 

1 L -AM., : . iount C irmc 1 

Coming so near Christmas we 
hope this trip will bring out 
some of our members who are home 
on Christmas vacation, as well as 
those who arc around all year. 

It would seem this would be a 
good time to take a break in the 
hectic days of shopping, don't 
you think? ie will meet at 
Me Id on School at 10:00 A.M. 


1IMM: Sun., Jan. 11, 10:p0 A.M. 

fLACM: Clarendon Lodge 

This is a pleasant place 
to go at any time of the year, 
but particularly so when the 
snow is on the evergreens, the 
sky is a brilliant blue, and the 
air is crisp and clear. Mark 
this date on .your new calendar 
■and plan now to attend, we will 
meet at .^eldon School at 10:30 
A.M. Watch the "Rutland Herald" 
for advice on snow conditions, 
although there probably will not 
bo enough for snowshoeing. 




MJLJIAGH o ILi.- rUxS :;H7 


HAD.sKA FARM 
by Betty Ball 


In exceedingly colorful 
trip was enjoyed by the hikers 
who went to the Hadeka Farm in 
Granville on October 12th. 

Y/ith. the autumn foliage at its 
peak, and the weather cool, i 

crisp and sunny, the twelve i 

hikers found it a perfect day 

i 

for hiking. 

Camera. .enthusiasts found 
shots everywhere . fhe gay 
contrast of brilliant red 
berries and blue grapes, a 
golden birch against a blue , 
blue sky, and the flaming 
maples were all opportunities 
not to be missed. 

'.7e climbed up a long hill, 
getting better and better views 
back across the low hills to 
the Vermont mountains , dipped 
down to a pasture. Y/ith ten 
red coats in the crowd, we ' 

carefully skirted the field 
with the bulls, and ate by a 
gem of a pond, shimmering with 
colorful reflections. 

A tower was cur next goal, 
built by a wealthy man, and , 

defaced now, but still sturdy 
with its solid staircase, and 
the view from the top was re- 
warding - with the Adirondacks 
on the west, and the Green 
mountains on the east, and 
miles of farms and hills rolling 
in between, this panoramic view 
was one of the finest in these 
parts, especially in this 
colorful time of the year. 

Reluctant ly we turned back 
towards the Hadeka Farm, en- 
joying the view of the pond 
encirled by golden maples as we 
descended to our lunch stop. 

The trip back to the cars seemed 
all too short, as another 
perfect hiking trip came to 
on end. 


ihe Rummage Sale got us off 
to a good start on our current 
project of raising money to re- 
place the old Rico Shelter with 
a new structure. 

Y/e didn't offer any rizes 
to che first 10 customers, but 
the lobby of the .Garble Savings 
Bank was so crowded just before 
we opened our doors that we had 
trouble getting through to open 
chomJ How the nic.kles, dines , 
rad quarters added up in the 
first two Hours! If we could 
have material enough to keep 
business going at that rate all 
day we could really make money. 

eur thanks go to all the 
people who contributed articles 
for sale, and special thanks to 
Bennett Bell for contributing 
advertising space, to Ruth Fost- 
mun, "1"' Valiouette and Joe 
Hadeka for their assistance and 
to Janet hart in for ,11 the sort- 
ing aid boxing she did. 


Jl'GViS nTSi'ALLA'f TJS 

It seems that the trip to 
killington on Saturday, Oct. 26th 
generated a lot of steam in some 
members, for cm Sunday F.M. Ray 
Catozsi called Craigue Perkins 
with the proposal that they take 
to needed stoves into Gov. Clement 
and Buffum that afternoon. The 
call was perfectly timed as Ben 
Solston, GMC member from Schenec- 
tady was at Craigue' s and offered 
to go along, too. Accordingly, a 
second-hand, range-type stove 
’which liad been wainting some time 
for placement was taken to Gov. 
Clement and installed ana the 

"Valiquette Special" residing at 
Gov. Clement was moved .md locat- 
ed at Buffum. This is a good job 
done . 


KILLINGTON TRIP 


The old custom that a GiiC 
trip goes on rain or shine pre- 
vailed on Saturday, October 25th. 
Two of us were on hand at the 
starting hour and we were short- 
ly joined by a third, a new 
Junior member from Wallingford. 
Y/hile we were discussing the 
pros and cons of three people 
starting for iCillington in the 
rain, three more arrived. This 
definitely tipped the sc_J.es in 
favor of going, especially as 
there were a few more window 
panes to be set at Cooper Lodge, ; 
Y/e loaded ourselves into one- 
station wagon and were on our , 
way. 

Our approach to the Bucklin 
trail via She heelerville road 
was enlivened by the necessity 
of pulling out j. car stranded in 
the one muddy spot on the real. 

As the car was being pulled out 
backward, it slipped nd slid in 
the mud, careening wildly to the j 
side in true "movie" rescue fash- 
ion, thus giving the station 
wagon "observers" a bit of ex- 
citement to start the day. Now 
we had to get our car through, 
and somewhat to our surprise this • 
was accomplished without much 
trouble . 

Y.-hen we parked our car at 
the start of the old lumber road 
it was still raining a bit. In 
spite of this it wasn't bad hik- 
ing weather as the air was crisp 
and not too cold with little- 
wind. As we started climbing wo 
had a preview of winter with the 
rain changing to fine snow, and 
making all the evergreens look 
as though they had been sprayed 
for Christmas decorations. Jhe 
big brook crossing presented an 
interesting hazard, but was ac- 
complished without mishap. 

Me found Cooper Lodge in 
good condition with a good supply ; 
of wood. Thanks to the kindling 
Craigue had brought along in his 
pack, the fire took hold quickly ; 


and we were soon dnee more prais- 
ing that efficient little stove 
for- its fine performance. 

fter the warming up period 
and lunch, the men were ready to 
do tneir work with glass and putty 
while tile women folks concentrated 
on keeping the fire going. This 
completed, "afternoon tea" was 
served, and we started the return 


trip 

about 

4- P.M., glad that 

Cooper was 

being left 

ready for 

the \ 

.inter 

• 



Those 

making the 

trip were 


Ray Catozzi , Churchill and six 
year old Bobby Scott, Susan 
Tarbcll from allingford , and 
Vera and Craigue jerkins. 


A Hli-.w Go J . Cwiiji.i. NT jHiuLToi, 

by Charlotte Bell 

Last Sunday, eleven of us 
drove to Governor Clement 
iholtur near the southern base 
of . illington , lOuntain. Since 
it was hunting season, we decid- 
ed to drive there together and 
then hike a short way on the 
Long Trail after lunch. 

Then we arrived, we found 
the woods were damp- and uncom- 
fortable so the stove and the 
fireplace fires were very wel- 
come. Y/hen the sun o Juno out , 
the upper fields and mountains 
wore pretty 

Two hunters came back from 
i a long day of deer hunting. 

| They h.;d slept the night before 
i in a homemade sleeping unit on 
I the back of a truck, parked 
! near the shelter. They showed 
| us their -uarters which wore 
! equipped with a tiny oil stove, 
j a cupboard, food, ana two bunk 
beds which looked very comfort- 
able. 

. ; e had two new hikers 
from ..ullingford. . .Florence 
Van Y*yck end Susan Tarbcll ... and 
a guest, nary Lull, nveryonc 
had a good wine picnicking and 
hiking up in the mountains. 


* 


SUlELiYSID-. iHD OTHERS 


Bo.ua 


JilHG KIGHLIGHi’S 


z. 


Most of us who started on 
tho hike on Saturday, Nov. 22nd 
went to ounnysido foi lunch, 
approaching via Spring Lake 
Ranch, and were satisfied to 
take just an additional walk on 
the frail for a view of the lake 
Four hikers, however, elected 
to come in vi„ Buff urn, planning 
to join us for lunch, Two ar- 
rived as j fanned . The other 
two not being fami-i .r with 
Sunnyside, mistook it for a 
hunting camp, end continued on 
until they come out on haute 
103 at L. Clarendon. io thing 
daunted, however, they reversed 
direction and hiked back agin, 
finally go in out as they had 
come, vi.. buff urn , having had a 
really ood day's hike. 

\7e found Sunnyside in .;^d 
condition. All the window 
panes were shattered and two of 
the four window frames broken. 


1 


■ 

1 


i 


i 


One foundation post appeared to : 
have been used for target prac- ! 
tice. .c cleaned up the mess, 
and brought the ..indow frames 
back with us for repairs, leavs 
ing tho openings temporarily pro-; 
tooted with allboard. When wc 
find a shelter abused in this 
fashion it cukes us wonder why 
we bother to provide them. i 


-x meeting of the executive 
board of the Killington Section, 
dltC, was held on Kov. 19th at the 
home of Craigue Perkins . 

flans for the location, type 
of shelter, and materials needed 
for the now aico shelter were dis- 
cussed, ‘also means of transporting 
materials to the location decided 
upon. 

Craigue Perkins reported on 
condition of shelters and trail?, 
telling of needed repairs and 
trail work which should be done. 

ft was voted to try to have 
another joint card party with the 
Community Club, the proceeds to go 
t oward . 0. 1 iingt on j e c t i n ' s share 
of the cost of the new lico 
Shelter. 

It was decided to have a 
Clide Show on January 10th or 12th, 
with a talk on wildlife on tho 
Trail to raise funds for the new 
shelter. The theme of this pro- 
gram would be "Outdoor Life cn the 
Long Trail". Ray Catozsi was ap- 
pointed Chairman. The show will be 
further discussed at the Covered 
Dish ou per, Doc. 7th, at Beechwood. 

Contact is to be made with 
the teenagers at Icon Town to try 
to interest thorn in the Green 
.fountain ClubSs activities. 

Lleanor Walker, See. 
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COMING BVjJITi'S 

TIME: Sat . , Jen. 24, 7:00 HI 

PL/LCB: Moonlight Snowshoe Hike 
to incite r Lodge 

Be sure and Have your snow- 
shoes and warmest clothing in 
shape for this trip which has 
become an annual affair that 
several members look forward 
to each year. Bor those who 
have never been. ...take our 
word for it it's an ex- 

perience not soon forgotten. 

The first few hundred yards 
after leaving the warm cars 
one thinks "we' 11 freeze", but 
soon the brisk swing of snow- 
shoes on glistening snow make 
one feel really alive : perhaps 
because of the need to adjust 
to the stinging cold. By the 
time we reach Tucker through 
the shimmering woods everyone 
is warmed up. The candlelight 
of the first arrivals beckons 
us on to coffee or cocoa and 
doughnuts. Me will gather for 
this trip at Me Id on School at 
7:00 HI. As in past years if 
the weather is very poor Sat. 
we will go on Sun. night. If in- 
doubt call Jack Martin, FF; 3-6821 > 


TIME: Thurs. Jan. 29, 6:30 PM 

PLACE: ANNUAL MEETING 

Women's Reformatory 

The annual meeting of our 
Section, G.M.C., will be held 
Thurs. evening, Jan. 29th, follow- 
ing a supper at 6:30 HI at the 
Women's Reformatory dining room. 
Supper will cost Cl. 25* The 
meeting will start at approxi- 
mately 7:30 Hi. This is the only 
scheduled business meeting of 
your club in a year, so your of- 
ficers would like to see a good 
representation of the membership 
present and actively participat- 
ing . We need new ideas about 
membership, trail and shelter 
mai-itainence , Smoke ana Blazes , 
publicity ana fund raising for 
the new lico Shelter, and trips 
members would like scheduled, to 
mention but a few possible items 
of business. Bor entertainment 
we will view the new slide col- 
lection of the main club. 

COMING SOON: 

WINTER WEEKEND BEB. 21st & 22nd 
CRAIGUE PERRINS' CAMP 


MORE COMING EVENTS ON I AGE 2 


coming events, cont. 


CARMEL ???? 


TIME: Sun. Feb. 8, 10:30 AM 

PLACE: Snowshoe to Buff urn 

We certainlh don't expect 
there will be quite as much 
snow at Buff urn tnis year as 
last, but t .'.ere should be 
plenty for a pleasant snow- 
shoe frip, none the less. 

The trail to Buffum from the 
Wallingford Gulf Road follows 
an old dirt road so the going 
is comparatively easy and is 
only eight-tenths of a mile so 
it is a pleasant little outing 
for a winter Sunday. The group 
will leave the meldon School at 
10:30 AM. However, if anyone 
wished to come along at a later 
hour, there would be plenty of * 
time and the added advantage , 

that the coffee water would pro- j 
bably be hot when they, got uherd 1 


COMING SOON: FEB. 21-22 



PUBLIC iLID_. SHOWING POSTPONED 

A tentative showing this 
month of the main club ' s new 
slide collection in connection 
with raising money for the new 
Pico Shelter has been postponed 
until a later date due to the 
unavailability of the guest 
speaker. The committee in charge j 
hopes to pin this speaker down 
to a definite date the latter 
part of next month. See February , 
Smoke and Blazes for the com- 
plete details, including who and 
where . 


Your reporter missed this 
one,- but a- brief accont from 
one who went supplied the' fol- 
lowing information on the trip. 

. Three hardy hikers set out 
for Carmel as per schedule oh ’* 
the morning of Dec. 2Cth. Some 
of you may recall that this was 
an extremely cold day with only 
a light snow cover here in the 
city. In "New Boston" it was 
even colder and there was plenty 
of snow I Our hikers, basing 
their decision on snow condi- 
tions in Rutland, had left their 
snowshoes at home, so were now 
wallowing along through quite 
deep snow. Still, the schedule 
read, "Carmel - Dec. 20", so on 
they went. 

As lunch time approached 
and passed, and still no sign 
of Carmel Camp, they decided to 
have an outdoor lunch. Chile 
not as cozy and relaxing as 
lunch around a camp stove , an 
outdoor lunch in winter isn't 
as bad as it may sound to the 
in-door enthusiast. 

Renewed energy took the 
party forward once more, but 
by now it was becoming increas- 
ingly evident that something 
was wrong with the route chosen. 
Soon one of the party ventured 
to voice the thought in the 
minds of all ohree , "Let ' s go 
home . " 

Gn their way back they found 
the place where the trail! they 
should have taken branched off 
to Carmel. It was marked, but 
the directional arrow was so 
placed that it was easily over- 
looked on the way in. Having 
by now had their day’s outing 
the group continued on the re- 
turn trip. 

After hearing this report 
we weren't quite so disappointed 
as we had been that we had to 
miss this one. 


1 

! 


CIw-ReNDON LODGE 


COVERED DIEH oUPEER 

The Covered Dish Supper at 
Beechwood on December 7th drew 
the usual sizable group of Kill- 
ington Secti n members and 
friends . 

The food provided seemed 
even more bountiful and delicious 
than usual. As we checked it in 
we felt sure that there would be 
quantities left over. Y;e should 
have known better, for as we have 
noted before , GMCers are good 
eaters, and easily took care of itj 

Some people arrived in time ! 
to take short hikes in the late 
afternoon while others, anxious to 
have their "hot dishes" served in j 
perfect condition, came just at 
su. per time. 

The evening program was espe- 
cially enjoyable with Tony Fusco 
showing slides taken in .Core a whilb 
on duty for Uncle Sam, and giving , 
a very interesting and informative! 
narration along with them. 

C ..HD I ARTY TO BE HELD 


On Lednesday evening, Feb. E, 
we will once more hold a card par- 
ty jointly with the Community Club. 
V/e have a special interest in 
making this a real money making 
event this year as our share of 
the proceeds will go into our Fund 
for the new Pico Shelter. 

Some of you will be contacted 
to help on this by providing fand- 
wiches , but most especially we 
want you all to help by attending 
and bringing your friends. You 
will hear more details later, but 
make plans now and save the date. 


ABOUT FOLKS v/E ..HOL j 

Cecile and Emile Boselli had ( 
a nice Christmas present; a 71b«-2«2i 
daughter, Terri Lynn, arrived on 
Dec. 26, 1953. Congratulations. 

A card from Maxine and C-rl 
i'Tewhall extended greetings to all 
former hiking pals in GMC. 


This trip on January 10th 
brought out 9 hikers to enjoy 
a day at a favorite spot for an 
outing in any season. It was a 
good winter day in spite of the 
absence of the bright sun and 
deep blue sky which have so 
often characterized a trip to 
Clarnedon Lodge in the winter. 

Snow had covered the rocks 
in the old road sufficiently to 
make walking easy. In a short 
time the Lodge was in sight 
looking even snugger than usual 
as there was smoke coming from 
the chimney. 

The occupants proved to be 
two boys from Schenectady who 
had spent the night there. They 
obligingly assembled all their 
gear in one spot, and in spite 
of our assurances that it wasn't 
necessary, they really turned 
the camp over to us for the 
lunch hour. 

After lunch some kept the 
fire going and chopped wood, 
while others took a -walk farther 
up the old road. Here we found 
that, mile not a necessity, 
snowshoes bould be used to good 
advantage and we were glad to 
make use of this opportunity, 

The Lodge was in good con- 
dition and contained a good 
supply of wood. Even the camp 
register (which has such a way 
of disappearing from our shel- 
ters) was intact. From this 
we were interested to learn 
that Ben Rolston had been there 
on Dec. 10th and reported a 
comfortable night in spite of 
an outside temperature of 12 
degrees above zero. 

Y.'e w r ere pleased to have 
two now (to us) hikers from 
GMJC with us and hope they c ..me 
often. 

As we drove home all agreed 
that tais had been an excellent 
way to spend a v/inter ounday. 


and 
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COMING EVENTS 

TIME: Sun. March 8, 10-30 AM 
PLACE: Appalacian Trail shelter 

This is a new shelter and 
a new trip to most of us. It 
is located on the Appalacian 
Trail east of Gifford Woods. 
This shouldn’t be a very diff- 
icult trip so why not plan to 
get out for it. We will meet 
at the Meldon School at 10-30 
Sun. morning. 


TIME: Sat. March 21, 10-00 AM 
PLACE: Clarendon Lodge 

Clarendon is an enjoyable 
spot any time of the year. The 
spring runoff may make it nec- 
essary to follow the trail 
rather than the road in, but 
that would give us an opportunity 
to check the condition of the 
trail for blowdowns and brushing 
that needs doing. Perhaps some 
work could even be done. The 
shelter might also receive any 
repairs that could be done and 
a thorough house cleaning. 

Come equipped for a bit of work. 
We will meet at Meldon S c hool at 
10-00 AM. 


TIME: Sun. April 5» 6-00 PM 
PLACE: Sugar Party 

Vera Perkins’ Home 

Once again we will have 
our sugar party at Vera Perkins’ 
home on South Main Street. 

Snow may be terribly hard to 
find this year but we will 
hope for a late snow storml 
Following the sugar party we 
will have a Chinese Auction 
to raise money for the new 
Pico Shelter. Reservations 
must be made for this event. 
Please call Janet Martin 
PR 3-8621 by Friday April 

TIME: Sat. April 18, 10-00 AM 
PLACE: Tucker Lodge 

This trip is planned pri- 
marily to get Tucker L 0 dge into 
shape for the summer. However 
it is a splendid time to get a 
sprig of hobblebush to force 
out at home and to look for 
other signs of the coming of 
spring. We will meet at Meldon 
School at 10-00 AM. 


NEW HIKE SCHEDULES ENCLOSED 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the 
Killington S e ction of the Green 
Mountain Club was held on Thurs. 
evening, Jan. 29 at the River- 
side dining hall. A group of 
about 20 members enjoyed a 
tasty dinner. 

The business meeting was 
called to order by President Bennett 
Bell at about 7-30 PM. Sec.-Treas. 
Eleanor Walker gave her report. 
Craigue Perkins reported on Trails 
and Shelters. About half of the 
blazes on our section were re- 
painted last year although he 
had hoped to do them all. 

Small turnouts on work parties 
and poor weather on several 
scheduled trips were to blame. 

If members who have a little 
time to give for trail work 
would only contact Craigue a 
time and place could be planned 
and this work could easily be 
done. How about you! 

He also reported this past 
year was a hard year on shelters 
and there is much work that 
urgently needs doing. He 
estimated that these repairs 
will cost around 60 dollars. 

Here too he needs manpower 
badly. We will also need to 
raise about $180.00 additional 
money for the new Pico Shelter 
which will be built by the 
Long Trail patrol. It would 
help if members who visit a 
shelter would take the time to 
report on its condition to 
Craigue or Bennett as all our 
shelters should be visited at 
least once a month. Five of 
them could be visited after 
supper of a summer evening. 

If all our members took a little 
time to do this our section 
could be in much better condition 
than it is. Three volunteers 
were found to check Cooper, 
Clarendon, and Buffum each 
month. This leaves Sunnyside, 

Gov. Clement* Pico, and Tucker. 


The request that groups of 
young people without a person 
over 18 years old in charge 
get permission to use the 
shelters was renewed. Members 
could help by publisizing this 
fact. 

Craigue’ s report was follow- 
ed by a lively discussion of 
ways and means to raise money 
for the new Pico Shelter. The 
Mass. D.A.R. hu 3 written thnt 
their $200.00 has been raised. 

A food sale directly after 
Easter seemed to be the most 
popular suggestion and Vera 
Perkins end Ruth Fostman were 
named co-chairmen* You will 
be hearing from them or their 
committee. A Chinese Auction 
at the Sugar Party will also 
be held and members who have 
something to give to be auction- 
ed off can report this to 
Janet Martin when making their 
reservations or by calling 
Vera Perkins at PR 3-2941* 

It was suggested that 
the new slide collection 
available from the main office 
of the G.M.C* be used where- 
ever possible for publicity 
purposes especially to groups 
of young people of the Junior 
and Senior High School age. 

Outing Chairman Jack 
Martin asked for suggestions 
for the hike schedule* Vera 
Perkins suggested that the 
covered dish supper be held 
in October next year. A..trip 
to Buck Mt. on Lake George 
was suggested. Any other 
suggestions should be sent 
to Jack at 7 Curtis A v e. Rutland. 
Jack also has the Killington 
section slides which members 
may borrow for showing. 

Bennett Bell, Mary Perkins, 
and Eleanor Walker were re- 
elected as President, Vice President 
and Secretary-Treasurer respective 

4y* Following the business 
meeting the group enjoyed a 
showing of the new slide 
collection. Well worth seeing! 


MOONLIGHT HIKE 


VnNTER '/EEKEND 


January 24th, the time set 
for the moonlight hike to Tucker, 
was a snappy winter night but 
not too cold for comfort. 

On the trip in we enjoyed a 
light snowfall which added fresh 
beauty to the winter woods. 

The snowshoeing was fair, a bit 
tricky in spots owing to a slip- 
pery crust, but this added ex- 
citement to the trip. 

The starting of the fire 
at Tucker brought the usual 
smokey period while the chimney 
warmed up, but this soon passed 
and the stove became the center 
of attraction as a pleasant 
warmth began to surround it. 

After the usual interval 
devoted to doughnuts, coffee, 
and conversation, we closed camp. 
We were delighted to find that 
the skies had cleared and on the 
hike out we enjoyed the light of 
the full moon promised for this 
occasion. 

BUFFUM 

Eleven hikers braved a cold 
north wind and slippery walking to 


Late afternoon on Feb. 20th 
found the first contingent arriv- 
ing at Craigue Perkins' Camp, Tall 
Timber, for the annual winter week- 
end. The arrival of a party of 5 
from Medford, Mass, soon after 
supper brought the overnight guests 
to 9. Everyone slept at the cottage 
this first night and settled down 
fairly early, some of those draw- 
ing room assignments upstairs tak- 
ing along a hot brick which proved 
a most effective bed-warmer, 

Saturday dawned clear and cold 
and most of the morning was taken 
up with new arrivals, shifting of 
sleeping quarters, un-packing and 
settling. Twenty-five gathered 
around the table for the noon meal. 

After dinner everyone partici- 
pated in hikes of varying lengths 
and in varying directions. 

The weather during the day 
showed some variety, alternating 
bright sun and swirling snow. About 
the time everyone was assembling at 
tha cottage for a supper of baked 
beans and brown bread it looked as 
though a big blizzard were in the 
making « However by the time supper 


make the trip to Buffum on Feb. 8thY ;a ^ ever the moon was out. In this 
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Though it wasn’t as cold on the 
trail as it seemed in the city, we 
welcomed the "Valiquette special" 
which has replaced the old broken- 
down stove formerly at Buffum. 

We found Ben Rolston, that 
GMCer from Schnectady who gets 
around so much on the trail, al- 
ready there when we arrived. Ben 


serting, with the tall white frosted 
evergreens making long shadows on 
the snow, and overhead a big moon 
in a star-studded sky looking near 
enough to touch, it all combined to 
make as perfect a winter night as 
any of us had ever seen. It was 
too good to miss and everyone took 
advantage of it. The final check 


was spending a long weekend on the «P Saturday night showed a total 
° of 26 - 13 m the cottage and 13 

in the two cabins, 

Sunday was another bright day 

hikers* went ‘on”to“the"top^f*Button? na everyone was up and doing early. 
Hill and it was while on this trip People were in and out, starting 
that seo. President Bennett Bell returning from hikes all morning, 

had the misfortune to fall and There were still more new arrivals 
crack a rib (as we learned later). and J 2 were an haDd for thicken pie 
Though indications could be Sunday noon. 

By mid-afternoon the people 
from Shrewsbury, Mass, and Springfield, 
Vt., were taking their leave but 
there was still time for some good 


Trail and had stayed at Clarendon 
Lodge the previous night. 

After lunch a few ambitious 


felt of the below zero night which 
the weather man predicted v/e en- 
joyed sun and blue skies on the 
homeward treck. 


hikes for those who lived necrby, 
however, and 13 die-hards were 
around to help clean up the left- 
overs at supper time. 

But all good times come to 
an end and finally the last 
pack was shouldered, the door 
closed and locked end another 
winter weekend was over - almost. 
There was still the moonlight 
walk down to the cars but this 
was accomplished all too quickly 
and regretfully we left the 
country behind and headed back 
to town. 

Thanks are due to Mary and 
Craigue Perkins for the use of 
their Camping area and to Janet 
Martin for an excellent job of 
meal planning and food buying. 

CARD PARTY RETS $11.75 

for PICO SHELTER FOND 

A small but welcome addition 
to the Pico Shelter fund was pro- 
vided by the Card Party held on 
Wednesday, February 5th. This 
was a co-operative endeavor with 
the Community Club. Although 
the crowd was small, ”a good 
time was had by all”. 

Our thanks go to the Commu- 
nity Club for letting us hold 
this party with them and to all 
who assisted on the project. 

We have received a few sep- 
arate contributions to the Pico 
Fund and would welcome more. 
Eleanor Walker can be found at 
the C.V. office every day and 
would be glad to receive your 
contribution - large or small. 

ABOUT FOLKS V JE KNOW 

Congratulations to Luise 
and Bill Wadsworth on the birth 
of William Wadsworth III, on 
December 25 * 195S. Luise, Bill 
and daughter Lori have been 
Killington Section members for 
over a year. They live in 
Medford, Mass, and have parti- 
cipated in several of our 
activities . 


Charles Sabourin has taken 
a position with E. R. Squibb and 
Sons. Charlie and his family 
will soon be leaving us for 
Burlington which will be his 
headquarters. We shall miss 
them but wish them the best of 
luck in their new location. 

1959 MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Helen Bailey 

Lucy Bishop 

Betty Ball 

Bennett Bell 

Charlotte Bell 

Marie Bell 

Miriam Bell 

Rachs'l Bell 

Maude Canty 

Polly Crocker 

Sally Crocker 

Helen Pease Finlays on 

Carl Johnson 

George Kirk 

Mrs. Caroline Love joy 

Ronald Lussier 

Betsy Martin 

Carol Martin 

Jack Martin 

Janet Martin 

Nancy Martin 

Florence Mitchell 

William Miuchell 

Pearle Nichols 

Craigue Perkins 

Mary Perkins 

Vera Perkins 

M?s. Richard Roberts 

Richard Roberts, Jr. 

Charles E. Sabourin 

Gerard Sabourin 

Mary Pat Sabourin 

Susan Tarbell 

Harold Valiguette 

Thelma Valiquette 

Florence VanWyck 

Lori Wadsworth 

Luise ’/adsworth 

Wm. S. Wadsworth 

Wm. ,;? adsworth III 

Eleanor Walker 

Clifford Wissell 

Carlton Wilson (Life Member) 

Berenice R. Tuttle 


Treasurer’s Report January 1, 1959 


RECEIPTS 

Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1958 I 338.57 
Received from dues 129.00 
Sale of Guide Books 5 .00 
Received from Rummage Sale 117.00 
Received from Card Party 9.00 
Sale of Emblems 3*00 
Interest on money in the bank 15.50 
Donations to Killington Section 4.00 
Donations to Pico Shelter Fund 7.00 


Total Receipts $ 628.07 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Expense of Shelters repairs $ 62.85 
Expense of Outing Committee 6.44 
Expense of Annual Meeting 6.25 
Expense of Green Mt. Club Float 2.50 
Copy of Vermont Life sent to E. Boselli .50 
Expense of Winter W e ekend .80 
Expense of Sugar Party 1.35 
Schedules for Outings 16. 50 
Coffee Hour at the Annual Meeting 10.75 

postage 2.00 
Smoke & Blazes 9.88 
Paid Fred Field Ins. Co. 10.88 
Dues to Main Club 29.10 


Total Disbursements $ 159.80 


Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1959 - 


$ 468.27 
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COMING MVLNTS j 

‘lliiai : Sat., May 16, 9:30 AM 

FLaCjJ: Route 14-0 to Sunnyside 

This will be our second 
trip to Sunnyside Shelter this 
month but it will be appr cached 
from the other side... south 
this time. File section of 
trail from Rt. 140 into Sunny- 
side will be checked, ier- 
haps t iis year the- weatherman 
will be a bit more cooperative 
and we can get this section of 
trail reblazed and brushed if 
a good work party turns out. j 

•The hikers will meet at Meldon 
School at 9:30 AM with lunch 
and tools for a day’s work. I 


TIMM: Sat. and Sun., May 30-31 

x LAGS : AMiTUAL MSuf XN G , G • i.i . C • 

Long Trail Lodge 

Once again it is Annual 
Meeting time. Hans are now 
being made to celebrate our 
50th anniversary so come and 
bring some bright ideas! 

There will be a coffee 
hour at 10:00AM on Saturday 
followed by the business 

1 


meeting at 11:00 AM. The Section 13 
and various committees will 
make tuoir reports. The meet- 
ing will recess for lunch at 
12:30 and be completed after- 
ward. The trustees will meet 
following adjournment of the 
Annual Meeting. Mon trustees 
will have the remainder of the 
afternoon to hike in the area 
around the jodge. Dinner will 
be served at 6:50 1. M . There 
will be a social hour and en- 
tertainment following dinner. 

Sunday will be devoted to 
hiking. Trips will bo planned 
to suit the tastes and abilities 
of all. 


TIMM: Sat., June 15, 10:00 AM 

FLi.C^: Clarendon Lodge to 

Gov. Clement Shelter 

Having completed the sec- 
tion of trail south of Rt . 105 
we will shift our activities 
back closer to homo. Clarendon 
Lodge was t.dcen care of in 
early April so this hike will 
be primarily for trail work 
from 105 to Gov. Clement, a 
distance of 6.5 miles. Depart- 
ure time: 10:00 AM. 


! 
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COMIHG EOTl’S (cont. ) 

TIME: Sun. , June 28 

FLii.CE: Gov. Clement Shelter 
to Cooper Lodge 

It is hoped that by 
June 28th it will be possible 
to drive into Gov. Clement 
Shelter and hike from there 
to Cooper and do trail work 
on this section of 4.5 miles. 
Since this will be a total 
of nine miles, round trip, 
with trail work to do, we 
will leave held on School at 
9:30 AM. 


SUG.ai TARTY 

On April 5th the annual 
Sugar-on-snow Party was hold 
a t the home of Vera Perkins. 
There was an excellent turn- 
out of 32 people. Everyone, 
from the eight young ones on 
up, had en enjoyable time 
indulging their respective 
sweet tooth. Following the 
sugar- on- snow, pickles, dough- 
nuts, and coffee, the group 
had a very enjoyable time 
having a Chinese auction for 
the benefit of Pico Shelter. 

A8 . 80 was roaliz.cd from the 
the sale of objects donated 
by members] This is a pro- 
fitable and enjoyable wry 
to trade in your white 
elephants for someone else's.' 
Everyone seemed pleased with 
what they won. whereas a 
large sum was not realised, 
wo felt it was very good for 
a small crowd. 

Xi o would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those 
who helped to make the Sugar 
Farty a success, especially 
Vera for the use of her attic, 
the table decorations, and 
standing over the boiling 
syrup all afternoon; also 
her assistant cook, Pearl 
Nichols . 


CLtRSITDOlT LODGE 


The twenty- first of March 
was a bright early spring day 
and a group of almost thirty 
hiked into Clarendon Lodge to 
do the spring cleaning] It 
was one of those hikes when it 
looked at Moldon like some of 
the regulars were missing, but 
gradually the gathering grew. 
Some of the crowd took advant- 
age of the warm sun and ate 
out doors. Then the work of 
painting the windows and sash 
began in earnest. There was 
an excellent supply of wood 
thanks to a recent visit by 
Ben F.olston. The c .bin was 
put in order ’while Ray Catozzi's 
cub scouts played cowboys and 
Indians in the pines. There 
was still a bit of snow in 
spots to maize it slir/pery cut 
not too bad... at least Haney 
and Botcy Martin rn.jD.agod to 
keep their "mounts :i right side 
up, although sister Carol took 
3 ftouplo of unexpected slides 
down hill. Ill in ail it was 
an excellent trip and a much 
needed job was completed. 


liO.dT TIME 

A watch was found on the 
road leading to Clarendon Lodge 
a short time after cur n^rch hike 
there. For further information 
contact "f" Valiouetto. 

CaNGi: .xUL-.Tl.H8 

jut congratulations to 
Bill Allard, Jr., on his marriage 
in Rochester, H.Y. , on x.ay 9th, 
to Hiss Rosalie Schixano. Best 
wishes , Bill and Rosalie. 

LAST C ALL 

This is the lxst issue of 
oLuuzE A BLZE3 which will be sent 
to the 1953 mailing list. 
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\.E STILL H VLH ' T BkEh THmliL 

i 

: 

The hike scheduled for Sun- | 
day, Mar. 8th, was to the new 
shelter on The ippalachian Trail 
east of the road running north 
from Sherburne Center. This 
trip had been on the schedule 
once before as the destination 
of a mystery hike, but had been 
rained out. 

Though there was no snow in 
the city it was a bright winter 
day, just right for exploring 
thought the five hikers who 
assembled at Meldon School. 

As we drove along the road 
from Sherburne Ctr. we saw no 
bkzes to show where the trail 
crossed the road and it began to 
seem doubtful that wo would even 
get started on this trip, how- 
ever, as so often happens, after 
parking the car and walking back j 
along the road we found the blazes 
were right there where the;/ be- 
longed. Accordingly wc took off j 
up the hill. It soon became ap- j 
parent that the two members of thnj 
party who had brought snowshoes, j 
just in case, were the lucky ones.: 
The snowshoeing was excellent, butj 
the walking was not so good 

For about on hour we climbed 
up and up on a ridge between two 
ravines with time out now and then 
for relocating the trail which we 
missed a few times. By now lunch 
time was approaching and those 
without snoeshoes were tired of 
plowing through the snow. "Uho 
needs a shelter for lunch on a day 
like this?", we said. 3o by 
climbing the bank on one side of 
the trail a fine sunny spot, pro- 
tected from the wind was found. 
There was even an excellent view 
and plenty ox firewood. 

Everyone went to work arrang- 
ing stones for a fireplace, col- 
lecting wood, gathering snow to 
melt for coffee. In a short time 
our lunch spot was furnished, com- 
plete even to boughs for seats. 


Sitting around the fireplace 
in our sunny "dining room" with 
its white snow-carpet and backdrop 
of trees, v;e all agreed that there 
is nothing which quite equals an 
outdoor meal on a bright winter day 

With difficulty of traveling 
without snowshoes it seemed best 
to go no farther. \7c lingered a 
while after lunch and then made 
the return crip to the cars. 

This was one of those days tha 
will long st -,y with us as a plcasan 
memory* wc found this new territor 
interesting and. hope to explore it 
a_ain . j.aybe sc me time we will 
actually reach that shelter.' 


TUCUkd LODGh 

A good crowd turned out for 
the Tucker hake and spring clean- 
ing party on Saturday, April 10. 

Going in on the side trail 
wasn't the usual easy, pleasant 
wall: ,s wood cutting operations 
and spring thawing had combined 
to produce muddy ruts which it 
required most of our attention to 
skirt, however, Tucker when 
reached was as inviting as ever 
in the spring sunshine. ,,e found 
Dorothy and Ben Holst on already 
there. They had come in from ' 
jong Trail .aodge , over the Long 
Trail and reported it in good 
condition. 

.iiter lunch same took short 
walks in search of hobble bush, 
while others devoted their 
energies to the painting of window 
sash, general clean-up activities 
ana repair j bs. 

These outings arc planned to 
get as much as possible of the 
most needed trail and shelter 
work done before the summer hik- 
ing season. Besides this they 
afford a pleasent day in the open 
at an interesting time ox year. 
'Let's all join in as often as 
possible for a good time and to 
help on much needed work. 


ROUTE 103 20 oUHiffSIDE 


j. lCO x uRD 


1 
t 

I 

About 16 hikers assembled at , 
Meldon School on Sunday, may 3rd, 
ready for another spring outing. 
Since trail work was the chief 
order of the day, the party uiv- 1 
idea, some going in over the Long ! 
Trail to caock the general condi- 
tions and spot the places needing 
more work, while the others went 
in the short way to get things in 
readiness for lunch. 

Once a^ain the Rolstons 
were there ahead of us having 
spent the night at Sunnyside . 

This arriving to find a good supply! 
of wood, water, an,. I the fire al- 
ready made is pretty nice! Setter 
watch out. Sen; first thing you 
know we 1 ll bo expecting this ser- 
vice regularly! Aside from the 
service though, we like having 
Dorothy and Tien along. 

Although the trip down nad 
shown that there was quite a bit 
of work to Le done it was too 
nice at Sunnyside to hurry away. 
However, after a long lunch hour, 
the worker started b.,ck along -.he 
Trail determined to ' et that sec- 
tion in shape before dark. 

Those who had elected to re- 
turn by the stort route lingered I 
on until late afternoon, then 
enjoyed a leisurely hike out stop- 
ping to investigate the bea\ r er 
pond on the way. The workers came 
off the trail about 7 o'clock, 
having had a long day but quite- 
pleased with their accomplishment. 
The Trail from Route 103 to Sunny- 
side is now in good condition. 
Blowdowns were removed where os- 
sible and short relocations m-.de 
where needed to get around those 
impractical to remove. t 

Although so much was accom- 
plished a bigger supply of man- 
power would have been very much 
appreciated. Let's have more 
workers on hand for the next trip. ■ 


The fund for the new Pico 
Shelter is growing slowly, but 
it still has quite a way to go. 

It got off to a good start -with 
the contribution ox A 200 from the 
Conservation Committee of a Hass-r 
achusotts chapter of the DAR. 

The proceeds from our fall Rummage 
Sale v;ere designated for this pro- 
ject. Since then we have had 
additions from the following 
sources : 

Cwrd Party Pl3 • 95 

V/ inter beekend 3.00 

Chinese Auction.... 8.80 
Individual Donations 8.00 

cur thanks to all who have 
helped so far. be still need at 
least tlpO more to finance this 
project, Heonor .,alker, Areas . , 
•..■ill welcome donations at any 
wine . 

lQDITIUiTS fj 1959 LxJ!1BLR8IIIP 
LIST 

Barbara Allard 
Johnny Allard 
Judy Allard 
La.ry Elizabeth Hard 
Prances G-reen 
Linerva Hinchey 
Dr. ,_;arly Johnson 
Roger Pike . . 

Bcmicb Tuttle 


.Cl! IxdxUitlUM 

ICLllington. Section members 
'were all se.dden.ed by the death 
of Lwu.de Canty . i.iUud e was a 
long tine member -And loyal sup^ 
porter of GHC.' Her-. sincere 
friendliness and cheerful spirit 
will he greatly missed and long 
remembered . 

m m— mm ■ ■ — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — mrnmmm m d 
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C0M3G EVENTS 

TIME: Sat. July 11, 9:00 AM 
"PLACE: Long Trail Lodge to 
Cooper Lodge 

Come all yea Killington 
aspirants .. .its off to the 
mountain tops again. This is a 


way, the trip wi? 1 leave from 
in front of Mel dor. School a 4- - 
10:00 a.M. Anyone wishing to 
come along at a later time 
should feel free-to come at 
their own convenience. The 
group usually stays throughout 
;the afternoon. 


work party trip although we 
hope there will not be a lot 
of trail clearing to be done. 

Any minor repairs r t Cooper 
not completed on vhe 28th of June 
will also be taken care of if 
there is sufficient manpower. 

Lets all turn cun and finish 
up our scheduled work parties 
with a flourish! 

The group will leave Meldon 
School at 9:00 A.M. 


TIME: Sun. July 26, 10:00 AM 

PLACE: CVPS Camp, Chittenden 

This trip has become a much 
enjoyed annual swimming party. 
We will hope for a cooperative 
weatherman and a hot sunny day 
when the cool water and shady 
porch would be most appreciated, 
for those who do not know the 


TIME: S3t. Aug. 8, 9:00 AM 

PLACE. Stratton Pond 

Et bas been some time since 
we hsie had a scheduled hike 
to S .'.rat ton Pond. Pack your 
lunch and swim suit and join 
the crowd. It is a 3,5 mile 
hike ir from the Grout Job 
to Stratton Pond around Stratton 
Mountain. 

Because of the distance 
to be traveled by car this trip 
will leave Meldon School at 
9: CO A-M. 

TIMS. Sat. -Sun. Aug. 22-23 
PLACE: IN TERSECTIONAL 

Danby - Mt. Tabor 

P lease note this event is 
a week' later than stated on our 
Spring-Summer Outing Schedule. 
For all details and directions 
see page !+• 




COMING EVENTS (contd.) 


ROUTE 140 TO SUNNYSIDE 


TIME: Sun. Aug. 30. 9:00 AM 
PLACE: Buck Mountain, Lake 
George, N.Y. 

This trip is outside of 
our own Green Mountains and 
helps to add variety to our 
schedule. It is hoped that 
some of our friends from the 
Glens Falls area will join us 
for this one. 

The map below was sent 
to direct us by Mr. Lucius Cary„ 
the last time we had this 
outing. We thank him again. 

The trip will leave from 
in front of Meldon School at 
10:00 AM. ^ 3 ^ -f , \<u 
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The combined work party and 
outing held on Saturday, May 16 
proved to be the most successful 
work party held in some time. 

Having had a report from a 
reliable source that The Trail 
from Route 140 to Sunnyside was 
in reasonably good condition, it 
was decided to concentrate most 
of the effort on getting the win- 
dows back in at Sunnyside. Accord- 
ingly, while a small group hiked 
in over The Trail from the south, 
most of the party went directly 
to Sunnyside via the Spring Lake 
Ranch road. 

There was still a good supply 
of wood left from Ben Rolston's 
visit and our outing of two weeks 
before, so work on the windows 
could be started immediately. 

While the men worked inside 
the shelter, a clean-up detail 
disposed of most of the glass, 
tin cans, etc., which littered 
the immediate vicinity outside. 
With these carried to the dump 
and some of the dead brush cut 
and dumped over them, the appear- 
ance of both the dump and the 
outside of the shelter was 
greatly improved. 

By the end of the day the 
windows were all replaced and 
one of the doors repaired. Al- 
though so much was accomplished, 
this wasn’t an ’’all work and nc 
play” occasion. In addition to 
the workers there was a good 
attendance of young junior mem- 
bers and members of Ray Catozzi's 
Scout Troop, all of whom appeared 
to be enjoying the outing. Even 
the workers, while keeping stead- 
ily ’at it’ seemed to be having 
fun as they worked. 

ABOUT FOLKS Y/E KNOW 

Thelma and Bob Perkins and 
family - David, Anne, Polly, and 
Timmy - arrived from California 
the last of May to visit Mary and 
Craigue Perkins. Although Bob was 
here for only two weeks he manag- 
ed to get in several hikes* 


ANNUAL MEETING 


A LITTLE COLD, A LITTLE MORTAR 


At 10 A.M. on Saturday, May 
30th, G.M.C. members began to 
asemble at Long Trail Lodge for 
the 1959 Annual Meeting. It was 
typical Annual Meeting weather 
with a foggy mist blotting out 
everything beyond the immediate 
foreground - but what's a little 
rain to GMCers! 

The day began with a pleasant 
coffee hour which offered an ex- 
Ct,j 1 ent opportunity for exchang- 
ing greetings. 

President, "Art" £.oerbe.r open- 
ed the business meeting promptly 
a 4 - 10 A.M. With a two hour break 
for lunch, the rest of the day was 
taken up with reports from sections 
committee reports, election of 
'V’cetees - all the usual business 
of an annual meeting. This will be 
reported in detail in your August 
v3G TRAIL NEWS. 

One of the "highlights of the 
day was tne announcement of the 
dedication of the new edition of 
che Guide Book to Roy and Helen 
Buchanan. We understand it took 
some .'finagling to keep the Guide 
Book away from Roy until the 
meeting. 

At the Trustees' meeting follow- 
ing the annua] mew+ing Don Kent of 
B‘”attl , ~Lcro beotior. was elected 
pres id -nt to take ever the duties 
which *,rt Koerber has carried on so 
efficiently during the past two 
years. 

Following a 6:30 dinner, a 
social hour was enjoyed after 
which most of those staying for 
the Sunday hikes adjourned to 
Craigue and Mary Perkins* Tall 
Timber Camping Area which was 
turned over to GMCers for the week- 
end. 

As if to make up for its un- 
cooperative behavoir on Saturday, 
the weather on Sunday was bright an 
clear- made to order for hiking. The 
suggested trip to Mt .Horrid met 
with general approval and by 10 AM 
the hikers were on their way to 
the starting point at Brandon Gap. 

Late afternoon brot the return 
of the hikers. Overnight gear was 
packed, farewells were said, and 
another Annual Meeting was over. 


Saturday the 13 th of June 
did not dawn with too much of a 
promise for outdoor activities. 
Craigue P e rkins with tools and 
coffee pot met the crowd of 
hikers at Meldon School at the 
appointed hour. Churchill and 
Bobby Scott piled int3_the ~?.i T l 
blue wagon and off the trio 
went i 

As they gained in altitude, 
the weather improved. The road 
to Gove Clemen b rhelcer didn’t 
prove to bo very rough. The 
three-men teem proceeded to 
check the trail from the bridge 
up to the shelter before lunch. 

» As noon time rolled around a 
wandering red bus bounded up 
the road by the shelter with 
its passengers, Janet, Jack, 
Carol, Nancy & Betsy Martin. 

Craigue had a little cold 
which kept him from being toe 
energetic but, lunch brought 
him off those "waffle" bunks 
where he was resting. Our meal 
ration was almost increased by 
one baby mouse which came out 
of the fireplace. The youngsters 
enjoyed hi-s company instead. 

Jack announced that he had 
brought a^ong a package of 
mortal 1 mix for reducing the 
vcidi : n the fieldstone chimney, 
if net closing them up. In a 
shore time the males were having 
a grand old mud-slinging time. 

Our 9 usisor explained that this 
was the bast way to apply the 
mixture co the gaps between the 
stones •> 

While this was going on, the 
girls were down at the river 
where Janet found the stream 
more than a little cold, even 
though Carol went in all over. 
Adding a trash pickup, two 
signs "Dump & Water", and some 
brush clipping to the above, 
the party left Gov. Clement 
shelter in satisfactory shape. 


THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

INTERSECTIONAL 

1959 

To : ALL GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB MEMBERS 

Abandon the Space Age for just one weekend spend a l‘ew oars 
free days with us at the 1959 Intersect icnal cn August 22 - 23 > 
Hikes, frolics, and just plain loafing, will be the order of the da 

Headquarters are once again in the beautiful Danby - Mt. Tabor 
Talley. Old Timers will remember this spot with nostalgia. No 
packing is ncessary; drive your auto right to the campground. 

Plenty of cold spring water nearby, wood, fireplaces, sanitary 
facilities furnished — and it is hoped that Roy Buchanan will be 
present to sound reveillell 

HIK ES : The scenic 6-mile round trip to Griffit h Lak e from the 

campground is a must. 

Little Rock Pond — A lovely elfin lake easily accessible 
by a 4 -mile round trip on a segment of the Long Trail. Eat lunch 
at Little Rock Pond Shelter, situated on a rocky island reached 
by footbridge from the mainland. 

Mt. Equinox — Has a famous "Skyline Drive” , accessible 
by auto or trail. 

Several alternate hikes will be offered to interested 
groups. Some details are not as yet completed. 

SATURDAY NIGHT CAMPFIRE: One never knows what to expect at this 

event l one thing sure — the Order of The Porcupine will be 
conferred upon several worthy GMC members. Songs and games 
interspersed with tall tales of the great outdoors. 

Bring the necessary equipment and food for two days. Camp 
will be opened Friday afternoon for those desiring to arrive 
Friday evening. For teit space and information write to Don Kent, 
Newf ane , Vermo nt . 


TO REACH THE G. .. INTERSECTIONAL CAMPSITE: 

Driving north on U.S. 7, turn right about 11 miles north of 
Manchester, Vt» (or 2 miles south of Danby), cross the railroad 
tracks, turn right at the GMC Intersect ional sign and you will see 
the campsite in the field ahead. Watch for large GMC Intersectiona 
sign at intersection of side road & U.S. 7. REMEMBER THE D^TE- 
August 22 -231 Let’s have a record attendance! 

Sincerely, 

THE INTER3ECTI0NAL COMMITTEE 
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coming events 


TIMM: Sunday, Sept 27, 10:30 .ill 

PLACE : Pico uodge , HOUSEv.' ARMXH G 

t 

Not; is the time to see the i 
new Pico Shelter. .now a Lodge... 
which was built this past summer 
by the Long Trail Patrol. This 
should be a beautiful time to be 
on the mountain, so won't you mae j 
a special effort to attend this 
outing. YJe will leave Me Id on 
School at 10:30 AM. If you can't i 
make it until later. .. come along 
when you can as we ho©e to spend 
the afternoon in and around our j 
newest lodge. 


TIMA : Saturday, Oct. 10, 8:30 AM 

PLACE : Camel's Hump ! 

1 

Have you ever seen the fall 
foliage from the Hump? It should | 
be spectacular, so mark the date 
and plan to attend. Since it is 
a rather long drive up to the 
foot of Camel's Hump we will leave 
Ileldon School at 8:30 AM. This 
is somewhat more strenuous than 
many of our outings but well 
worth the effort. 


TIMS : Sunday , Oct . 25 , 6 : OOi-M 

PLACE: Beechwood, upper Curtis Av. 

CO AjiiifQ DIoH SU j . Jr iiljR 

This year the Covered Dish 
Supper is earlier than in the 
past few years. This should make 
afternoon walks even more en- 
joyable. Supper will be laid 
out on the big table in the 
dining room at six o' clock. If 
you are planning to attend please 
let Janet Martin Imow what you 
would like to bring. Telephone 
PH 3-8621 by Friday, October 23. 

As in past years everyone c«omes 
up whenever they wish during the 
afternoon. To get there follow 
Curtis Avenue from south Main St. 
in Hut land east until you get to 
the end of the road. 


THIS: Saturday, Nov. 7, 10:00AM 

PLAC_i : Sunny side Shelter 
(Pork Party) 

Once again it is time to 
put our shelters in shape for 
the windier. It is hoped there 
will be many of you who will be 
able to turn out for the very 
enjoyable outing to Sunnyside 
Shelter. 


YOUR HSU SCHEDULE CARDS ARE 


ENCLOSED UITH THIS ISSUE 


2 


LET'S UA EE UP! 

Did you realize that Kil- 
lington Section memberships have j 
dwindled to the point where We 
are only sending out about 50 
SMOKE AND BLAZES this month? 

We read in the newspapers that 
more and more people are camping 
and hiking than ever before. It 
would seem that our membership 
should be growing. What can we 
do about it? 

How about every member 
bringing a friend, or better 
still, a friend and his family 
to the lico HOUSEWARMING . Get 
people interested, let them see 
what the club does , and ask 
them to Join. 

Another little reminder to 
members ...... ico Lodge is built 

but it isn't paid for as yet. 

How about it any money 

raising ideas? ' 


CALLING ALL RUMMAGE 
for 

FRID.Y, OCTOBER 16th 

The date for our annual 
Rummage Sale has been set for 
Saturday, October 17th. This 
means we need all your Rummage 
at the Neighborhood Rooms on 
FRIDAY, OCT. 16th for sorting 
and pricing. 

We need money more than 
ever this year to pay for the 
new shelter at lico. How much 
we make on the Rummage Sale de- 
pends on you . SO — TbHRSMB,Ai THE 
DATE and come to the Neighborhood 
Rooms on FRIDAY, OCT. 16th with 
all the rummage you can collect, 
if you need help to get it thete 
call Vera lerkins (9-29A1) or 
Janet Martin (3-8621) before 
Thurday , uc t . 1 5th . 

Besides rummage we need help 
both on Friday and Saturday. Let 
us know if you can lend a hand. 


COOPER LODGm 

Undaunted by lack of numbers, 
three adults and two Junior mem- 
bers started for Cooper Lodge, 
Aillington on Saturday, July 11th. 

The plan was to go in over 
the Long Trail from Sherburne 
Pass in order to check trail con- 
ditions. It was a good summer 
hiking day - not too hot and 
black flies only moderately pes- 
tiferous. All went well until 
we reached the ski trail slashes, 
jn the first two we managed, with 
searching and the use of some 
imagination, to pick up the ‘crail 
on the opposite side but on the 
third we were completely stymied. 
We felt sure we must be within a 
half mile of Cooper but after 
spending considerable time hunt- 
ing unsuccessfully for the trail, 
we gave up and turned hack toward 
home. This was especially disap- 
pointing as it was to have been 
the last visit for some time to 
a favorite mountain for Betty 
Ball, and a first visit to L,.il~ 
lington for the two Junior mem- 
bers, David and .nne _erkins. 

We wonder how many through hikers 
with heavy packs have met with 
difficulty in this area this 
season. 

Even though we did not reach 
Cooper Lodge and the top of ^il- 
lington we can report that tjhile 
the trail was quite badly in need 
of brushing out in some sections , 
there were few blow-downs and the 
trail could t>e easily followed 
as far as the ski slashes. 

NEWS NOTE 

Betty Ball, who was a loyal 
and enthusiastic member of Mil- 
lington Sect n during all the 
time she was in Rutland as 
Regional Librarian has left to 
take up a new position in Wash- 
ington, ' North Carolina^ ' . Best -of 
luck, Betty; we shall miss you. 


G.M.O. INTHRS.oCTION lJj • 

The annual get-to-gether of 
GMCers known as the Intersection- j 
al was held at Danby on August 22 | 

-23 sith well over 60 registered. \ 

The weather, which had been 
hot and humid all week, cooperat- j 
ed beautifully and gave us two 
fresh, comfortable days. Some of s 
the campers even insisted that 
there was frost on the grass 
when they got up to thaw out on 
Sunday morning 1 j 

This was the usual pleasant 
occasion with hikes of varying 
lengths, a Saturday night Campfire,; 
and much conversation related to 
GMC and o t he rwi s e . 

The feature of the Campfire 
was the initiation of two GUCers i 
into the ardor of x-orcupine . 

Prof. Von. .ell as high Chief Por- 
cupine and Alan Gormley as Light 
Hand Porcupine officiated at this j 
ceremony. Roy Buchanan and 
Graigue Perkins were the members 
so honored. If you missed this 
you missed it, that's all. It 
was a lot of fun but no written 
description could do it justice. | 

In the excitement over the j 
initiation, the roll call of 
attendence by sections was over- 
looked. Irobably this was just 
as well for ICillington Sect., as 
our count would have been only 
8, including our 3 members from 
Worcester, Hass. 

C. V. CAMP - CHITTxAIDAN { 

I 

July 26th was a fine hot 
Sunday, a perfect day to spend 
at a lake. VJe had free use of 
a large, comfortahle cottage, 
a beach and a boat, That 
happened? Three people were at 
Meldon School for the start of 
our annual outing at the C. V. 

Camp in Chittenden. In spite 
of this we consoled ourselves 
with the adage that "it’s quality 
not quantity" that counts and 


set off for an enjoyable day. 

Soon after lunch business 
picked up with the arrival of 
Craigue Perkins, most of the Cal- 
ifornia Section of the Killington 
Section, namely, Thelma, David, 
..wire, Polly, and Timmy Perkins, 
and the rubber boat. Toward the 
end of the afternoon "Him" and 
Bennett Bell arrived for a swim. 

This was a very pleasant 
occasion for those who attended, 
and possibly some unusual circum- 
stances made this year's atten- 
dance so small. However, we won- 
der a little if we should contin- 
ue to reserve the use of this pop^ 
ular cottage for a summer Sunday 
if so few of our members are in- 
terested in this outing. 

ADDITIONS TO 1959 LLAIBJR3HIP LIST 

P. A. Atkinson 

Martha Adams 

IDmile Boselli 

Harriett Bryant 

Pat Bruneau 

Gretta Catozzi 

Dick Catozzi 

Pay Catozzi 

Ldith liwald 

Pred Pield 

Helen Prink 

A. C. Mason 

Hr. I Mrs. Y/m Montague 

Carol larmonter 

Thelma Perkins 

Robert Perkins 

David Perkins 

Anne Perkins 

Polly Perkins 

Tim Perkins 

Allen Russell 

Ur. ix Mrs. Payne Sarcka 

Lawrence Smith 

donations to xico fund 

We have recently received 
donations to the Pico Fund from 
Helen Prink and IJrs. Harriett 
Bryant. Y/e certainly appreciate 
their interest and assistance. 



N. 
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CONING EVENTS 

TIME: Sun., Nov. 22, 10:50 Ui 

PLACE: Clarendon Lodge 

Although this trip is not 
listed as a work party we will 
see that this beautiful lodge 
is snug for the winter. A 
good supply of wood should be 
put in for winter hikers, too, 
so v/hat better project for an 
early winter Sunday. Remember, 
a large turnout insures that 
none has to work very hard; 

Y7e will meet at the old 
Meldon School at 10:50 An for 
a pleasant walk thru the woods 
to one of aur nicest lodges. 

Come and enjoy our winter woods . 


TIME: Sat., Dec. 5, 10:00 AM 

PLACE : Buffum Shelter 

The big question is 

will there be snow? Let's 
hope so, although to. is is also 
a pleasant walk thru fields 
and hard woods without snow 
cover. There is always a 
good chance to see some of 
our winter bird neighbors 
and occasionally other wild 


i life. Buffum is an old shelter 
• in a pleasant woodsy location. 

\ he have had good trips here in 
I the he. t of summer md in wan- 
{ ter- when we found forty inches 
of snow on the roof. Chances 
are this trip will fail somewhere 
i an between these extremes. 

he will meet at meldon 
i School at 10: JO Ah. 


i.lerry Cl nNstnas 

The turnout h^s been so 
i poor on the trip nearest to 
Christmas that this year your 
outing chairman decided to 
skip it. The first trip of the 
_ ew Year will be the annual 
moonlight hike to Tucker Lodge 
on Jan 16th. 



PICO I'EIi- 
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C .HsML J o H’Jixt Oi»IaB 


The grand opening of the 
new PICu LODGL took place on Sun- 
day, Sept. 27th. A bright day, 
a good crowd, and no speeches! 

The new camp was made pos- 
sible by the efforts of Art 
Koerber, former president of the 
Gi-IC, in obtaining a grant of p200 
from the Massachusetts DAE. To 
this was added a few other small 
gifts. The balance of the v? /00 
cost will come from the funds of 
the Millington Section and pos* 
sibly something from the parent 
GMC. 

The Long Trail Patrol built 
the new camp in July. It is lo- 
cated exactly on the site of the 
old log shelter giving a fine 
view to the east. The door is 
in the north end, a window in the 
south end, one in the back over 
the table, and three big ones 
across the front. Very sightly. 

Tor the trip the Millington 
Section turnout was twenty-three. 
Best in months. Meep coming! 

Both the V/oodstock Country 
Day School and the lutney School 
had groups of young people in the 
. ico area that day. Too b .a mere 
such groups don't use the .tong 
Trail. 

The trail up from Sherburne 
Pass was in good condition show- 
ing much use. if ter the Putney 
School group moved out we put the 
coffee pot over their outdoor fire 
and soon had the makings ready. 
Some hikers went up the the peak 
while others discussed camp im- 
provements. (Already!) Decided 
to move the swinging windows to 
the inside where they will lust 
longer. 

A stove has been ordered for 
Pico and as soon as it arrives 
we v/ill h^ve a lettle work party. 
Several :; volunceers " are anxious- 
ly awaiting for a call to action. 
The stove -..-ill be taken to pie: ces 
and make up into several light 
packs, irojoct TiilSTLmDWviiT ! 


The sun rose on Oct. 10th 
to partly cloudy skies. Three 
hopeful hikers met at Ileldon 
School, .ifter a brief wait to 
be sure no ambitious soul would 
be added to our number, we set 
out for Huntington Center on 
the west side of the mountain. 

After a beautiful ride up 
through the fall f oli.. 0 e we 
arrived at the Borrougiis Camp , 
parked the bus and set off for 
the top of the mountain. j?or 
the first mile or so the trail 
follows an old logging road and 
was on easy gr..,dc- for someone 
who hasn't climbed a real mount- 
ain in s me time to get his 
second wind. Soon we were 
climbing up through the hardwood 
forest of birch, beech and maple 
tft the higher evergreens. The 
tr„il became somewh .t steeper 
as we neared the top of the 
ridge between the .lump and Laid 
iill. The later seemed to be 
suite well wooded now. The top 
of the mountain should have 
been, visible from here we felt 
bub ib was pretty well hidden 
by clouds. Howeyer, having faith 
in our trusty Guide Book we 
traveled on and the trail climbed 
more steeply. \.e all got a 
welcome boos b from Craigue ' s 
chocolate, .aid continued on with 
renewed vigor lor the huts. 

v7e arrived there for a late 
lunch around 2:00 PM. The clouds 
were quite low ,nd Craigue kidded 
Jack considerably about the 
small patches of blue sky. How- 
ever his faioh was rewarded for 
when we male our way from the 
Huts to the summit the sky was 
fast clearing. It was surprising 
ly warm on top considering the 
apparently very strong wind aloft 
The view was a bib hazy. The top 
of the mountain w~s surprisingly 
well populated , as v;e were one 
of four groups there on Camel's 
Hump that afternoon. 


CAMEL'S HUMP (CoNT.) 

On the way down we met a 
family from Essex Jet. who in- 
quired about the GMC. Jack just 
happened (?) to have some Short 
Trips folders in his pocket and 
passed them out. Too bad he did 
not have an extra Guide Book, too. 
might have sold one! They had 
spent some time hunting for til , 
right road from Huntington which 
we had found with little trouble 
using the Guide Book. 

All in all we would say you 
all missed one of the nicest trips 
of the year with nearly perfect 
hiking conditions ... it could have 
been snowing at that elevation in 
October! 


PIONeEL lOUk OF THE WEST 
by Eachell Bell 

On a very hot day. in. June, 
thirteen teenagers and a tour 
director boarded the train in 
Hew fork for the West. Each of 
us took only one suitcase and a 
sleeping bag to last us through 
six weeks of touring and camping 
in temperatures ranging from 
freezing to 120 degrees. Bather 
excited we silent our first night 
in reclining seats, chatting and 
getting acquainted, sometimes 
singing songs to a guitar. 

After a stopover in Chicago 
to see the Museum of Science and 
Industry for a day we traveled 
by night to Jenver. The city, 
like other western cities we saw 
later, was on a wide, high plain, 
with spacious streets, flower 
beds, and clean looking buildings 
everywhere. Here we met our sec- 
ond tour director and continued 
our tour by station wagon, ^ach 
car had a U-haul-it wagon behind 
with three tents apiece and camp- 
ing gear. 

Our first night camping was 
in Pocky mountain National Park, 
and wat it rocky! I had forgotten 
to pack an air matress, alas, but 
all the others had theirs. 
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I The gigantic mountains on the 
i Continental .Divide were covered 
j with snow, be felt the definite 
j change in altitude here; running 
j 25 yards was like running a hun- 
! dred . Even walking on the level 
made us breathless. 

In dinosaur National lark 
we saw men actually uncovering 
* the huge skeletons of prehistor- 
! ic monsters, still intact after 
i millions of years. In the Great 
; Salt Lake the next day we swam 
out on top of the water, unable 
to get our feet down under us, 

- and emerged coated with salt. 

• To my gre-st surprise, 1 found 
myself up at five Ail cooking 
breakfast for fifteen people in 
! Yellowstone lark. Many times 
! after th:.t we rose early ned • 

' pitched tents late at might, for 
j we drove long distances , covering 
' seven thousand miles in those two 
i station wagons ' inf the following 
weeks. Old Faithful's eruption 
and the bears standing hopefully 
on their hauches waiting for food 
we re interes t i ng s i ght s . 

Skiing on at. Mood on July 
i9th in short sleeves and x'olled 
up blue jeans was a lot of fun, 
as w^s the horseback riding on 
a ranch and swimming at Lake 
Tahoe. Here we visited the night 
clubs of movie star fame, and the 
casinos at ueno , as well as the 
ghost town of gold rush days... 
Virginia City. 

we stayed in hotels in 
Denver, 3alt Lake , Portland, Ban 
Francisco, Los .ngeles, and Col- 
orado Springs. We rode in the 
cable cars up the world’s steep- 
est streets in San Francisco and 
visited China Town, going on to 
Disneyland and Hollywood ; then 
we crossed the desex t with the 
thermometer at 120 degrees. These 
were memorable experiences ... es- 
pecially when we lost the other 
wagon and ours broke down half 
way across the i. ; ohave Desert with 
no help in sight. 

After hours of delay we drove 
all night until we arrived at 
St. George, Utah, at three ,iM 
and slept with our sleeping bags 
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rolled out in the city jjark. 

Most beautiful Bryce Canyon, 

Zion and Grand Canyon National 
Parks came next on our itinerary. 
At Mesa Yerde we saw ancient 
pueblos and later in the day we 
saw Indians doing Corn Dances. 

A tour of the Air force Academy 
at Colorado dp rings interested 
us all, as did earlier visits to j 
Grand Coolee, Bonneville and 
hoover Dams, and the eopper mine 
at Salt Lake City. 

when the party left for the 
East , I not an uncle and his . 
family and went to Los llamos, 

N. i.:., to visit for ten days, 
flying home alone late in Aug. 

The trip was over eleven thousand 
miles and ii:s vivid details '..'ill 
be a long time with me. It was 
called TjAENAGL IICHsULR fuUix J? 

T’ILj LSI’ , sponsored by the Stu- 
dent International four Assoc, 
ox Hew York and Los Angeles. 

The teenagers on the trip 
came from all over the eastern 
seaboard and the ones from the 
cities or* from sheltered back- 
grounds found it rugged going j 

some of the time, but I thought j 
the hiking and camping I had done 
in New ling land were good prepar- 
ation for it. 

what a huge and interesting 
country we live ini I hope to 
be able to go back to the west 
often later on, ana can take this ! 
trip over again with my colored 
slides . 

IlUMMAGL MILL NETS $102.81 

In spite of all the Aummage 
Sales which had been held and 
were being held, trade was brisk 
when we opened the doors on Jet. 
l’7th for our annual Rummage Sale. 
By the end of the day we had add- 
ed over 1.100 to our treasury to 
help in paying for Pico Lodge. 

Once again wo thank all who 
contributed articles ; without you 
there could have been no sale. 

Vi e also thank those who helped by ! 
working in preparation for, dur- 
ing and sale and in cleaning up. 


CuVLiUQ DISH JUiPAJR 

Sunday morning, Oct. 25th, 
was rainy, dark and unpromising, 
weather-wise , but by noon the sun 
was shining. The afternoon was 
bright and warn, just right for 
taking walks in the surrounding 
woods to work up an appetite for 
supper. 

By 6 o'clock everyone was 
ready for the "grand march# around 
tile dining table, collecting as 
much food as his plate would hold 
en route. Then followed a leisure- 
ly period of eating and visiting, 
interrupted on_, - by additional 
trips to the t dole for seconds 
and desserts. 

After supper Jack ^..artin 
livened things up with his accor- 
dion, while the clearing away was 
being done. After this Jack . ' 
shared with us a selection of his 
colored slides. 

Although the group was some- 
what smaller this year , those 
.at tending found it the usual en- 
joyable occasion. 

.JTwVii -L.u-.JB AT j . I GO JjUDGL 

On Sunday, November 1st the 
installation of the stove at i-ico 
Lodge was completed. During the 
previous week Graigue had made 
one trip alone and one with Pay 
Catozzi to take up some of the 
parts, on Sunday, with a work par- 
ty consisting of Craigue, Churchill 
Scott, George Conlon, Lay and four 
young boys on bond, the rest of 
the stove and necessary equipment 
was packed in, the stove reassem- 
bled, cemented together, installed 
and tried out. 

This is a big job done and 
only those who have participated 
in such a job appreciate how big. 
However, this shows how much can 
be accomplished by even a small 
group working together, ,/e think 
the fellows would agree there is 
fun, too, along with the work. 

There is still the remodelling of 
the windows to be done. After that, 
want next? .Get's keep up the good 
work. 



X 
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coming events 

TIME : Sat. Jan. 16, 7:00 PM 

PLACE: Moonlight Hike, Tucker 
Lodge. 

Once again with the new year 
comes that once in a lifetime 
opportunity to challenge the great 
outdoors by moonlight. If you 
have never walked in the winter 
woods by moonlight don’t miss this 
opportunity. Those of us who 
have been before will be there 
never fear. If the weather should 
prove stormy on Sat. we will take 
the trip on sun. night. If in 
doubt, you can check by calling 
Jack Martin at 3-8621. We will 
meet at Meldon School at 7:00 PM. 

TIME: Wednesday Jan. 27, 6:00 PM 

PLACE: ANNUAL MEETING "Riverside” 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club will be held on Wed. 
instead of Thurs. Jan. 27 not 28 
at the Riverside Reformatory. The 
dinner will be served at 6:00 PM 
and will cost £1.25 per person. 

If you are unable to make the 
dinner the business meeting will 
follow at about 7:00 PM. 


Mr. Paul Newcomb of the U.S. 
Forest Service will show two color 
movies on wild life and forests 
following the business meeting. 

TIME: Sun. Jan, 31, 10:30 AM 

PLACE: Sno-Shoe to Gov. Clement 

If you do not brave the cool 
night air for the Moonlight Hike 
dig out your snowshoes for this 
trip along a back road in Shrews- 
bury. It should not prove to be 
overly strenuous but an enjoyable 
walk thru the winter woods and 
fields. We will meet at Meldon 
School at 10:30 AM. 

TIME: Sat. -Sun. -Mon. Feb. 20-22 

PLACE: WINTER WEEKEND, Tall Timber 

Since we are fortunate this 
year in having a long weekend with 
Washington’s Birthday on Mon. we 
have decided to have Winter Weekend 
run from sat. noon thru Mon. noon. 
Craigue Perkins has kindly said 
that if anyone wished to extend it 
still further to include Fri. night 
they would be welcome provided 
they brought their own grub for the 
extra meals. He will be there 
warming up the house. (Cont. p.2) 


family Damping fun 

By Miriam Bell 

Two delightful camping 
spots for family fun we dis- 
covered this summer, favorite 
spots for years of lots of other 
folks, but new to us. The first 
was White Lake, N. H. It is a 
small lake hidden away at the 
southern rim of Mt. Chocorua, 
just south of Conway. Clear 
water above a white sand beach 
which extends a long way out in- 
vites one to swim lazily or sun 
on the shore. There is nothing 
on the whole lake except the 
state park which is purposely 
kept small enough to be restful. 
There were all kinds of fine 
cottage tents erected and most 
of them had a pair of aluminum 
chaise longues in front or in 
back of them so campers had 
brought tbeir coroforts with them. 
We met a good many G.E. families 
there, some of them had been re- 
turning for fifteen years... a 
good ad for the campground. It 
is important to be at the head- 
quarters office at eight o’clock 
in the morning to get a site, so 
we camped at a private spot 
called White Lake Oasis a quarter 
of a mile away the night before. 
The four hour cruise on Lake 
Winnepesauke not too far away, 
summer theatre and shopping in 
North Conway, and hiking up Mount 
Chocorua are favorite day trips 
from white Lake. 

The second spot was Fish 
Creek Pond, N. Y. in the Adiron- 
dacks. This is a small lake also 
with a much larger campground, 
which extends all around the lake 
in a white birch forest. Each 
campsite is on the lake with its 
own beach, although clamshells 
make it really more comfortable 
to swim at the main beach where 
there are lifeguards. Tenters 
rent canoes or rowboats in the 
park, moor them at their tentsite 
and enjoy the same freedom of 
using the water as if a lakefront 
cottage had been rented. The 
mountains and the social events 


of Lake Placid, Tupper Lake, and 
Saranac Lake are nearby. 

These lake camps make us 
wish that Vermont might develop 
some of its lakes which are just 
as beautiful and make inexpensive 
camping spots for families from 
all over the fifty states who 
would enjoy our Green Mountains, 
our shops and social events. 
Camping tourists actually spend 
a great deal of money in the 
states where they locate and the 
state would find increased 
revenue in their business if as 
much were done to invite their 
st8y here as is done to invite 
motel and hotel guests and new 
industries. 

Remember these two interest- 
ing camping spots when you sit 
by the fire this winter planning 
your safaris for next summer. 


WINTER WEEKEND (Contd.) 

We hope that the long week- 
end will encourage many of our 
out-of-town members to attend. 
Please remember that we absolute- 
ly must have reservations for 
this outing in order to obtain 
exactly the right amount of food. 
It also helps to know if those 
in your group are adults or 
children and the approx, ages of 
the later. Names help too in 
planning the division of kitchen 
duties I All reservations should 
be made by v/ed. Feb. 17th at the 
latest as planning, shopping, and 
packing in to camp must be done 
by Fri. Please make reservations 
with Janet Martin, PR 3-8621 or 
write her at 7 Curtis Ave., Rut. 

For those of you who are 
new to the Winter Weekend every- 
one packs in his own bedding; 
(sleeping bags are best as the 
cottage and cabins are heated by 
wood stoves and it can get 
pretty cold on a Feb. night.) A 
flashlight is also a must. It 
is a half mile walk from US4 to 
camp so come equipped for deep 
snow with snowshoes or skiis. 
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CLARENDON LODGE 

Sunday, Nov. 22nd, was one of 
those bright sunny days which 
seem to coincide auite regularly 
with a trip to Clarendon Lodge. 

This outing brought out one 
of the best crowds of the year. 

We were glad to have two faculty 
members from Green Mt. Junior 
College with us again, and enjoy- 
ed the six student members of 
their Outing Club who came with 
them. We hope they will join us 
again soon. 

It was pleasant to find the 
old rood in from Rte. 103 once 
again in good walking condition. 
Most of the party took this short 
cut while a few hiked in over the 
Long Trail. 

Vie found the Lodge in good 
condition with little cleaning 
up needed except for eliminating 
surplus food supplies which we dc 
not favor leaving in shelters, 

Even these, however, had been 
left in as good condition as pos- 
sible and were carefully dated. 

During the morning a " warm- 
ing bench” for the west side of 
the shelter near the stove was 
built. This was a welcome addi- 
tion as Clarendon Lodge is a pop- 
ular destination for winter out- 
ings and the area around the stove 
is a favorite focal point. Now 
all we need is some sort of mov- 
able bench which can be drawn up 
to the front of the stove, so 
feet can be comfortably warmed in 
the ovenl 

After lunch the chief activity 
was chopping practice by the 
girls fromG.M.J.C. This gave 
them plenty of exercise and fun 
while providing an interesting 
spectator sport for the rest of 
us. Probably there has never 
been a larger supply of wood left 
after an outing. 

Around 4 o'clock, reluctantly 
as always, we closed camp and 
headed back for Rte. 103, our 
cars and town. 


BUFFUM 

Our final outing for the 
1959 season was a trip to Buffum 
on Saturday, Dec. 5th. We had 
hoped this might be a snowshoe 
trip but even lacking that it was 
a good outing, well attended. 

There were 9 of us when we 
left Meldon School for the hiking 
point where The Long Trail crosses 
the Gulf Road. We found good walk- 
ing conditions this year, (pleas- 
ant contrast to the icy road over 
which we slipped and slid to reach 
Buffum last winter). 

Me had been at the shelter 
but a short time viien we were join- 
ed by S hikers from Springfield. 

Some of this group had attended 
our Winter Weekend last year. It 
was fun to meet them again. At- 
tending from the most distant point 
was Bob Perkins from California 
whose short visit in Rutland 
coincided with this hike. 

Fires were built both in the 
outdoor fireplace and in the old 
stove which functions after a 
fashion, although a replacement 
is definitely needed. 

After lunch walks were taken 
north on The Trail to enjoy the 
fine view which this section pro- 
vides. 

Some time at the shelter was 
happily spent in considering a 
possible slight change of site for 
a new shelter; deciding the present 
site is really best after all; de- 
termining what would be the best 
construction plan for the new shel- 
ter. Of course this project is 
way in the future as we still have 
to complete paying our share of the 
expense of Pico. Still we can 
dream. This is really a choice 
location, attractive in all seasons 
and someday . 

Some of the Springfield party 
went on over The Treil to Sunny side, 
but we returned by the way we had 
come. We really should add 3 to 
this hike's attendance as on our 
way out we met Churchill, Bobby 
and Candy Scott coming in. 
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COMING EVENTS 

TIME: Sat. March 5, 10:00 AM 
PLACE: Sunnyside 

This will be a combined 
work party and pleasure trip. 
Snowshoes or ski is will prob- 
ably be very necessary so 
soon after our washing ton’s 
Birthday storm. Shelters’ 
chairman, Churchill Scott 
reports the doors need some 
attention. Lets have a good 
turnout and make Sunnyside 
shipshape again. Yfe will 
leave Meldon School at 10:00 AM. 

TIME: Sun. March 20, 10:30 AM 
PLACE: Clarendon Lodge. 

Barring an early thaw this 
trip will also reauire snowshoes. 
It will also be a combined work 
party and pleasure trip if 
preliminary investigations 
reveal any necessary repairs 
and, or housecleaning. This is 
a beautiful walk of not too 
great a distance. See you at 
Meldon School at 10:30 AM. 


TIME: Sun., Mar. 27, 6:30 PM 

PLACE: Maple Sugar Party 

At home of Vera Perkins 
242 So .Main St., Rutland 

It was voted at the Annual 
Meeting to hold the Sugar Party 
in Vera Perkins’ attic again 
this year. A committee made up 
of Pearl e Nichols, Ruth Postman, 
Churchill Scott and Bob Hathaway 
volunteered to help Vera with 
boiling the syrup down and sett- 
ing up the tables and chairs. 
Reservations are necessary for 
this event and may be made by 
calling Janet Martin, PR-3-8621 
by Fri, Mar. 25th. The sugar-on- 
snow will be served about 6:30 PM. 

Considerable interest was 
shown in repeating the very 
entertaining feature of a 
Chinese auction as held last 
year. Nicknacks , books, 
games, toys, and plants are 
a few suggestions of items 
which probably go well. It 
might increase the fun if you 
wrapped your contributions and 
tagged them with some hint as 
to contents. 
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COMING events 

TIME: Sat., April 9, 10:00 AM, 

PLACE: Buff urn Shelter 

This is usually a very 
pleasant early Spring outing 
barring a late blizzard! At 
any rate we will hope for the 
best and make do with what we 
get. It is neither a long nor 
a strenuous trip and it is always 
fun to look for the first 
faint signs of spring. This 
trip will leave Meldon School 
at 10:00 AM. 

TIME: Sun., April 24, 10:30 AM* 
PLACE: Tucker Lodge 

Once again we visit Tucket 
for the annual spring cleaning 
bee. It shoud look quite diff- 
erent around there from the last 
scheduled trip by moonlight in 
January. '’Many hands make light 
work” as the saying goes so lets 
make this a really big work 
party! We will leave Meldon 
School at 10:30 AM. 


JANUARY 31ST HIKE 
GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER 

As we arrived at our park- 
ing place on the Upper Road, and 
the seven of us disembarked from 
the station wagon, we were met 
by our Schenectady member who 
was accompanied by his camping 
partner, a very congenial guest 
of our outing. They had just 
arrived from spending the night 
at Clarendon, and reported the 
Lodge in very good shape, with 
an abundance of firewood re- 
maining from our November wood- 
chopping ceremonies. 

What superb snowshoeing , with 
a foot of light powder snow, a 
comfortable temperature, a bright 
sun and no wind! The shelter 
was soon reached, and Craigue's 
axe was heard above the chatter 
of friendly conversation as 


firewood was prepared, A fire 
was soon roaring in the stove 
and on went ye olde faithful 
coffee pot. Another fire was 
started in the fireplace and 
the aroma of hot dogs and 
hmmburgs filled our nostrils. 
Never did food taste better! 

But time passed quickly 
and soon it was time to leave. 
As we returned to the road, 
we were grateful for a pleasant 
winter outing, felt sorry for 
those who could not share the 
day with us, and thanked the 
weatherman for his cooperation. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
M. Bell 

As reported in Rutland Herald 

At the annual meeting of 
the Killington Section on Jan. 
27th, Bennett Bell was reelect- 
ed president. Raymond Catozzi, 
vice president, and Eleanor 
Walker, secretary-treasurer. 
Harold Valiquette was chairman 
of the nominating committee. 

The Green Mountain Club 
is celebrating its 50 th 
anniversary this year. It 
’ was founded March 11, 1910 in 
Burlington with Jim Taylor as 
its first president, the same 
year that the Dartmouth Outing 
Club was formed in Hanover, N.H. 

The Long Trail was blazed 
over the tops of the Green 
Mountains from Canada to the 
Mass, border, a distance of 
256 miles. During the past 
half-century this "footpath 
through the wilderness" has 
drawn visitors from all over 
the world and its 56 shelters 
and lodges have always been 
open without charge to the 
hikers. 

Craigue Perkins, in making 
his report of our section, 
stated that Pico and Clarendon 
Lodges were in excellent condi- 
tion; Sunnyside, Gov. Clement, 
and Cooper in good condition; 




and Buffum in fair condition# 

Volunteers are needed to 
clear the trail of blowdowns 
and to make repairs on the 
shelters from time to time. 

Work parties will be scheduled 
every month during the next 
year. He said that several 
troops of Girl Scouts and Boy 
Scouts, and college groups 
from Green Mountain, Castleton, 
and Putney had joined the hikes 
this past year. 

Miss Vera Perkins reported 
that the annual rummage bazaar 
netted $100 toward the new Pico 
Lodge. The Sugar Party, Winter 
Weekend, and Card Party were 
well attended. 

Jack Martin, publicity 
chairman, reported that the 
colored slides which are available 
to any local group without charge, 
had been shown in many schools 
and in club meetings 

Mrs. Mary Perkins, editor 
of The Long Trail News, mention- 
ed that the intersectional meet- 
ing in August, hitherto a weekend 
affair, is to be lengthened to a 
full week including Labor Day 
weekend, so that vacationing 
families with tents may come for 
a part or for all of that time. 

The location is to be in Eden, 
at the Boy Scout Camp of the 
Long Trail Council. Raymond 
Catozzi was appointed to report 
the Killington section news for 
The Long Trail News. 

New members introduced 
were Mr* and Mrs. George 
Reynolds, and Mr. and Mrs. 

Robert Hathaway. They will 
work with Mr. and Mrs. Perkins 
and Mr. and Mrs. John Martin 
on plans for the winter Week- 
end in Mendon Fe*>. 20-22. 

Churchill Scott, Mrs. Ruth 
Postman, Miss Pearle Nichols and 
Harold yaliqutte will assist 
Miss Perkins with the annual 
maple sugar party at her home. 
Churchill Scott, Ben Rolston 
and club members will assist 
Craigue P e rkins with trail 


clearance and repair of shelters. 

Paul Newcomb, supervisor of 
the U.S. Forest Service showed 
three films about conservation. 


I960 Membership List 


Jr. 


Betty Ball 
Helen Bailey 
Bennett Bell 
Charlotte Bell 
Marie Bell 
Miriam Bell 
Rachel Bell 
Lucy Bishop 
Pat Bruneau 
G. Lucius Carey 
Ray Catozzi 
Gretta Catozzi 
Richard Catozzi 
Polly Crocker 
Sally Crocker 
Ruth Fostman 
Wilson F. Fowler, 
Hans J. Fritsch 
Frances Green 
Robert Hathaway 
Suzanne Hathaway 
George Kirk 
Caroline Lovejoy 
Florence Mitchell 
William Mitchell 
Pearle Nichols 
Betsey Martin 
Carol Martin 
Jack Martin 
Janet Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Ben Rolston 
Ann Reynolds 
G. W. Reynolds 
Mrs. Richard Roberts 
Richard Roberts, Jr. 
Charles Sabourin 
Gerard Sabourin 
Mary Pat Sabourin 
Michelle Sabourin 
Churchill Scott 
Robert Scott 
Harold Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
Florence Van Wyck 


Lori Wadsworth 
Luise Wadsworth 
Wm. Wadsworth, Jr. 
Wm. Wadsworth, III 
Eleanor Walker 
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MOONLIGHT HIKE TO TUCKER 

by 

Judy Allard 

About 8 o’clock on a cold 
Saturday evening in January a 
small group of hikers started 
from the edge of Route 4 near 
Pico for Tucker Lodge. 

The snow was packed quite hard 
and we did not need snowshoes. 

Even though the moon was not yet 
up it was a nice night for hiking. 

On arriving at Tucker we soon 
had a good fire burning without the 
customary ’’smoking out” period. 

While the water was reaching the 
coffee-making temperature, we warm- 
ed up, and then enjoyed doughnuts 
and coffee to the accompaniment of 
harmonica music, singing and chat- 
ting. 

When everyone had eaten as 
many doughnuts as possible we left 
for home. On the way out it was 
snowing lightly, but we did get 
some brief glimpses of the moon. 

It was a good night and a 
good time was had by all. 

(Ed. note) We were surprised and 
not pleased to find on arriving at 
Tucker that someone had installed 
an auxiliary stove for his own 
convenience, cutting off two roof- 
supporting beams in so doing, as 
well as setting the stove directly 
on the wood floor. We feel this is 
taking too many liberties with 
someone else’s property. This 
stove will be removed on our next 
trip to Tucker and we hope the 
roof isn’t getting too heavy a 
load of snow this winter. 

WINTER WEEKEND 
by 

Susan Barrett 

As the snow fell and wind blewj 
a group of seventeen Green Mountain 
College Outing club members accom- 
panied by two teachers, Mrs. Love joy 
and Miss Bra inwart h, trudged up the 
path to the lodge at Tall Timber. 
None of us knew what we would find 
at the end of our trek, but our 


highest expectations could not 
have been realized more than 
when we found that we would be 
spending the night in a quaint 
cabin with a potbelly stove. 

And oh, what a night it was l 
Prom the moment the first flash 
bulb went off to the moment a 
loud chorus of an old record woke 
us up, each of us had either been 
scared by an eerie ghost story, 
taken a midnight hike with flash- 
lights, or roasted hot days at 
4:00 A.M. 

During the day each girl was 
assigned a duty in order to help 
with the meals; the rest of the 
time was spent in enjoying the 
beautiful surroundings in any way 
that one preferred. Some went 
for a hike up to Blue Ridge Moun- 
tain, others went skiing along 
pine dotted paths, and several 
tried tobogganing down the road. 

Too soon came the hour to 
leave, and as we started back 
down the hill, we all had mem- 
ories of another wonderful day 
spent with the Green Mountain 
Club* 


FURTHER NOTES ON THE Y/EEKEND 

Activities of the rest of 
the group somewhat paralleled 
those of the G. M. College girls, 
omitting the "night life". 

With both cabins in the woods 
occupied by two family groups 
from springield, Vt. , and the 
main cottage filled to over- 
flowing with dub members from 
Worcester and Chelmsford, Mass., 
Schenecdady, N.Y. and Rutland, 
there was never a dull moment. 

The 45 gathered around for 
the excellent Sunday dinner (all 
meals were capably planned by 
Janet Martin) , represented the 
largest crowd in the history of 
Killington Section winter week- 
ends . 

With two bright days follow- 
ing the snow storm, ordered for 
the occasion, nothing was lacking 
for a perfect Vermont winter 
weekend and it was much enjoyed 
by all attending. 
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TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

We feel glad that President 
Bennett B e ll has asked us to serve 
on the Trails and Shelters Commitee 
and we will do all we can to make 
I960 a very successful year. At 
the recent winter weekend we made 
preliminary plans for the spring 
season. 

Already we have made trips to 
Tucker and Sunnyside to compile a 
list of needed materials and work 
projects to do on our coming hikes 
to these camps. Ben Rolston has 
kindly consented to take care of the 
Trail from Route 103 to the Gulf.Rd, 

The committee gives a great deal 
of time and effort to make the 
Killington section the best on the 
Trail, but without the help and 
interest of every member we will 
accomplish very little. Please let 


(NEW OUTING SCHEDULES nRE BEING 
INCLUDED WITH THIS ISSUE.) 


Treasurer's Report January 1, i960 


us say again, our success will 
depend on the willingness of every* 
one to do their bit no matter how 
small, Churchill Scott 

Ben Rolston 


CHAIRMEN APPOINTED 
President Bennett Bell hss appoint- 
ed the following chairmen for the 
coming year: 

Trails & Shelter s-Chur chill Scott 

Ben Rolston 

Outings - Craigue Perkins 
Publicity - Jack Martin 
Smoke & Blazes - Janet Martin 
Reporter-Long Trail News-R.Catozzi 

JiEMBERSHTPS BOR I960 NOW DUE 

If you haven't already sent in 
your I960 membership Eleanor Walker 
Treas., 87 Baxter St., Rutland, yt. 
would be happy to receive it. 

The next issue of SMOKE & BLAZES 
will be the last one sent to the 
1959 mailing list. 


RECEIPTS 

Cash on hand Jan, 1, 1959 
Received from dues 
Received from C„rd Party 
Sold one Guide Bock 
Sold three Emblems 
Received from Winter Weekend 

Donation by Wayne Sercka for repairs at Sunnyside 
Sale of leaflet "Cooking on the Long Trail" 
Interest on money in Bank 
Received from Rummage Sale 
Donations Pico Fund-Individual, 12,00 

Chinese Auction, 8.80 

A Mass. Chapter of D.A.R. 200.00 
DISBURSEMENT S 
Expense of Annual Meeting 
Expense of Repairs to Tucker Lodge 
Outing committee Schedules 
Cost of "Smoke and Blazes" 

Postage 

Stationery - Letter Heads and Envelopes 
Cost of Pico Shelter 

Paid Main Club for sign at Long Trail Lodge 
Bought 4 copies "Cooking on the Long Trail" 

Fire Insurance on Sunnyside and Clarendon shelters 
Dues to Main Club 


$ 468.27 

125.00 

13.95 

1.00 

1.50 

8.00 

3.00 

.10 

7.95 

102.81 


220.80 952.38 

5.00 

3.61 

16.00 

21.50 

3.00 

10.75 

512.00 

16.85 

.40 

11.56 

26.45 627.12 


Cash on hand Jan. 1, I960 


$325.26 
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COMING EVENTS 

j 

TIME: Sat., May 7 

PLACE: Bird Mountain 

The last time we went to 
Bird Mt. was in the fall - it 
should be equally beautiful in 
the spring. The spring flowers 
are already blooming along the 
roadways so this area should be 
teeming with flora and fauna in 
another week, shed the winter 
doldroms and get out in the 
woods. Meeting time will be 
10:00 AM at Meldon School. 


TIME: Sun., May 15 

PLACE: Wilcox Hill 

This is a new trip on our 
schedule but not far away as 
Wilcox Hill is located in Shrews- 
bury. It is reported to be a 
very good trip so all you ex- 
plorers pack up your lunch and 
plan to go on this one. Ex- 
plorers will leave Meldon School 
at 10:30 AM... 


TIME: Sat., May 28 

PLACE: Annual Meeting, G.M.C. 

Long Trail Lodge 

Let’s have a really good 
turnout of Killington Section 
members for this our 50th year. 
Special observances are planned 
for dinner at night. Check 
your Long Trail Mews for further 
details and plan to attend. 


TIME : Sun. June 12 

PLACE: Stoney Brook Shelter 

This shelter is on the 
Appalachian Trail east of Sher- 
burne Pass and is located near 
Notown Clearing about 6 miles 
east of Vt. 100. We have been 
reined out on a couple of hikes 
planned for here so we hope for 
better luck this time. Depart- 
ure time from Meldon School will 
be at 10:30 AM. 


(con’t. page 2) 


THANKS TO RAY CATOZZI FOR DESIGNING OUR NEW MASTHEAD. WE THINK IT'-S 

PRETTY NICE’. 


TIME: Sat., June 25 

PLACE: Little Rock Pond 

This is one of the most beau- 
tiful spots on the Long Trail: 
might even be nice for a dip in 
the lake. To give us more time at 
the Pond we will meet for this 
trip at 9:30 AM at Meldon. 


SUGAR PARTY 

On Sunday, March 27th, our 
annual sugar-on-snow party was 
held. The place this year was 
again the third floor of Vera 
Perkins* home. 

Members and guests totaling 
33 adults and 12 juniors assembled 
at 6:30 PM to partake of 'the usual 
sugar -on-snow, pickles, dough- 
nuts and coffee. For some this 
was a first sugar-party experience, 

Contrary to custom, we suc- 
ceeded in getting the syrup boil- 
ed down to the proper stage at 
precisely 6:30 o'clock. This was 
no doubt a surprise to everyone, 
the committee included! 

With the aid of several will- 
ing volunteers, the committee soon 
had everyone settled and enjoying 
the feast. 

After each had reached the 
limit of his capacity and had 
’’stirred down” any syrup remain- 
ing in his dish, snow containers 
and dishes were quickly cleared 
away and we were ready for the 
Chinese Auction. 

With chances selling at five 
cents each, one could safely- 
indulge his gambling instinct. It 
really was a gamble too, as items 
were sold wrapped. Interest was 
added by the clever hints as to 
contents which were attached to 
some of the packages. 

After all the parcels had been 
disposed of and we totaled up the 
evening’s ”take” we found that, wit, i 
some profit from sugar-party plus 
the proceeds of the auction, there 
was $16 to add to our treasury. 

This makes a nice little start 
toward our next big project - 


replacing Buffum Shelter. 

Thanks go to the members of 
the committee and several volun- 
teers who helped with the work, 
and to all who participated and 
so made this a pleasant and 
successful evening. 


TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

The Trails and Shelters Com- 
mittee has been quite active since 
the last issue of SMOKE & BLAZES. 

Ben Rolston has spent four or 
five days on the Killington Sec- 
tion: The Trail has been complete- 

ly cleared and painted from the 
Gulf Road north to the Smith Road 
aiove Beacon Hill. 

Buffum shelter has been made 
ready for the ..summer hiking season 
and the same applies for Clarendon 
Shelter. 

Craigue Perkins and Churchill 
Scott spent Saturday, April 30th, 
putting a new roof on the back 
half of Tucker. With such a small 
work party it was impossible to 
complete the job. There are still 
some shingles ripped off so just 
as soon as possible there should 
be another work party there. 

The Committee has scheduled 
the following work parties to 
prepare the Killington Section 
for summer: 

Sunday, May 22 - Pico Shelter 
Saturday - June 4 - Trail clear- 
ing - Pico to Killington 
Sunday, June 19 - Trail clear- 
ing - Gov. Clement. 

If any members are interested and 
able to helP-p3ease contact 
Churchill Scott, Tel. PR 5-5720 

Churchill Scott, Chair. 


DONATIONS RECEIVED 

Treasurer Eleanor Walker 
reports that she has received 
donations totaling $9.80 toward 
the expense of re-building Pico 
Shelter. We certainly appreciate 
these donations. 


SUNNYSIDE 


CLARENDON LODGE 
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The trip to Sunnyside on 
March 5th was perfectly timed, 
coming as it did the day after a 
good March snow storm. 

On arrival at Meldon school 
we were pleased to find a good 
group of workers assembled, as the 
main object of this trip, in addi- 
tion to a snowshoe outing, was 
repair work on the doors at sunny- 
side. 

Arriving at the junction of 
Route 103 and the Spring Lake 
Ranch road, all the tools, lumber, 
lunches, snowshoes, and miscella- 
neous impedimenta were loaded in- 
to Harold Valiquette's truck 
which was equipped to drive in as 
far as the snowshoeing point. 

With nothing to carry we en- 
joyed a leisurely walk up the 
hills admiring the beauty of the 
fresh snow all around us. 

Donning snowshoes at the end 
of the road, we took off through 
the fields, finding the snowshoe- 
ing excellent. 

Arriving at Sunnyside a fire 
was started and the men went to 
work at once on repairing the 
doors . 

With a good fire in the stove 
and a tarpaulin hung across near- 
by to keep out the wintery breezes, 
we soon had a warm corner for the 
non-workers to relax in while the 
coffee water heated. 

After a lunchtime break the 
men continued work while of the 
rest, some went for walks and 
others continued to enjoy the 
cozy stove corner. 

When as much work had been 
completed as time would allow, we 
packed up our gear for the return 
trip. This was a real day's work 
and one more day should complete 
putting the doors in good shape. 

Spurning offers of a ride 
down we retraced our steps to the 
cars, while some of the juniors 
enjoyed the thrills and spills 
of a sled ride down. 

With more good work parties 
like this I960 should be a year 
of accomplishment. 


Sunday, March 20th was 
another good day for a winter 
outing. Opinions varied as to 
whether or not there would be 
snowshoeing - so some took snow- 
shoes and some didn't. We found 
that you could get there either 
with or without, but we think the 
"withs" had a little the best of 
it. 

Arriving at Clarendon Lodge, 
we found, as we had half expected, 
Ben Rolston there to welcome us, 
and a good fire going. Ben hav- 
ing spent the night there, the 
Lodge was in good shape, and as 
there was little work to be done, 
the day was pleasantly spent en- 
joying a leisurely lunch, taking 
short walks (for those who had 
snowshoes). and the never failing 
pastime of just talking. The 
junior members found the snow ex- 
cellent for making snowmen. 

Everyone seemed reluctant to 
leave and we lingered on until 
late afternoon. These late win- 
ter (or is it early spring?) out- 
ings are often some of the best 
ones of the year. 


TUCKER HIKE 

Four people braved the wet 
weather on Sunday, April 24th to 
make the hike to Tucker, 

On the way in they met a group 
of hikers from the Middlebury 
College Outing Club who had spent 
the night at Tucker. This group 
reported that they had found the 
shelter quite "messy" on their 
arrival but had done a clean-up 
job. Arriving at Tucker, the 
Killington Section group found that 
they had indeed done an excellent 
piece of work and had also left a 
good supply of wood. Thanks 
Middlebury I 

As Jack Martin had previously 
taken in some materials to work 
with the four hikers were able to 
make the most of their time at 
Tucker by doing some in-door 
repair work. 
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BUFFUM SHELTER 

by 

Barbara Allard 

The paper said there might 
be spring flowers, so a total of 
17 people, about 9 of them child- 
ren, gathered to make the trip to 
Buffum shelter to see what they 
could find. 

Though the snow was gone in 
Rutland we found that the trail 
was covered with snow. The young- 
er members could walk on the top 
of the crust and thought it was 
a big joke when the older ones 
sank up to their knees in snow* 

The trip in seemed quite short 
and we soon came to the shelter 
curled up in the snow in front of 
the brook. Feeling the pangs of 
hunger we decided to build the 
fire outside the shelter in the 
spot where we thought the fire- 
place was. It was there too. 

Even with dampish wood and the 
snow base the expert fireman soon 
had a good hot fire and two of 
the boys were pressed into service 
to hold the coffee pot over the 
fire. A few of the others had 
cleaned up the camp while the 
fire was being started. Even the 
littlest ones (three and four 
years) helped* The smn kept 
coming in to see what all the com- 
motion was about. 

When lunch was over, two of 
the men took a short walk up 
Button Hi 11. The rest of us stay- 
ed at camp and discussed the best 
site for a new shelter. When the 
men got back with a few pussy- 
willows it was getting chilly so 
we decided to start back to Rut- 
land. Th e snow had softened so 
that places that were safe on the 
way up were now too soft. The 
little ones liked that I 

The spring flowers? After 
we got to the cars and started 
back toward Rutland we found lots 
and lots of big fluffy snow-drops. 
Real ones . 


ADDITIONS TO I960 
MEMBERSHIP LIST. 

Martha Adams 
Barbara Allard 
Johnny Allard 
Judy Allard 
Mary Elizabeth Allard 
Robert L. Allcott 
Harriet Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
George Conlon 
Diana Conlon 
Edith Ewald 
Fred Field 
Helen Frink 
Minerva Hinchey 
Margo Montague 
William Montague 
Anne Perkins 
David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Tim Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Ellen Russell 
Patricia sabourin 
Bernice Tuttle 
Carlton Wilson 


KEEP IT IN MIND 

This is the last issue of 
SMOKE & BLAZES to be sent to the 

1959 mailing list. Get on the 

1960 list by sending dues to 
Eleanor walker, Treas. 87 Baxter 
Street, Rutland, Vermont. 
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COMING EVENTS | 

TIME: Sun., July 10 9:30 A.M. j 

PLACE: Abby Pond j 

This one might well be called 
a mystery hike. All we know 
about it is that intrigued by a 
directional sign ABBY TRAIL on 
Rte. 116 between East Middlebury 
and Bristol, we suggested a trip 
there to the Outing Chairman and 
here it is. 

Better meet vath us at Meldon ! 

School at 9:30 and come along 
and see what we find. 


TIME: Sat., July 23 - 10 A.M. 

PLACE: Shrewsbury Peak ; 

Shrewsbury Peak is one of 
our nearby mountains of the 
Coolidge Range. It is reached by 
a side trail which runs from The 
Long Trail on Little Killington 
over the peak to the Northam Camp- 
ing Area in Coolidge State Eorest. 

It is about a 2 mile hike from 
the camping A r ea to the summit. 

This is a very pleasant mountain 
with an excellent view. It is not ; 

a very difficult climb so plan to i 
come and bring a friend or the 
children. 


TIME: Sunday, Aug. 7th 

PLACE: CVPS Camp 

Once again Eleanor Walker 
has secured the use of the Central 
Vermont Public Service CPrp. camp 
for an outing at Chittenden Dam. 
This is always a pleasant family 
affair for young and old alike, 
so mark your calendar now and 
plan to come. Bring your swim 
suit and a big lunch and make it 
a big, leisurely day. Eor the 
benefit of those who do not know 
the v/ ay the group will gather at 
Meldon School at 10:30 A.M., or 
if you wish to come at a later 
hour directions may be obtained 
from Outing Chairman, Craigue 
Perkins (Tel. PR 3-795L). Come 
any time and stay as long as you 
wish. 


TIME: Aug. 27 to Sept. 5 

PLACE: Intersectional at Eden,Vt. 

Full details on the Summer 
Intersectional are found on the 
last page. This is the first 

time a full week has been set 
aside for the Intersectional, so 
why not plan to attend all or x 
part of the time. 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of G.M.C. 
was held at Long Trail Lodge on 
Saturday, May 28th. 

The day began with a Coffee 
Hour at 10 A.M. which gave every 
one a chance to greet old friends 
and catch up with what was new 
with them. 

The business meeting was 
called to order about 11 A.M. and 
proceeded with the customary 
reports from Sections and general 
items of business relating to the 
Club and its Trails and Shelters. 
This will be reported on in detail 
in the next LONG TRAIL NEWS . 

The fact that this was our 
50th Anniversary was commemorated 
with attractive place mats used 
on the tables at luncheon and 
dinner. These anniversary place 
mats are available from Publicity 
Chairman, Jack Martin. (Price 500 
for 25 mats}. 

Larry Dean of the Burlington 
Section announced plans for the 
Intersectional to be held at Lake 
Eden the last week in August, it 
is planned to make this the big 
event of our Anniversary Year. 

As Larry outlined the plans this 
is something you won’t want to miss. 

For the evening program, 

Ben Rolston, 3 times End-to-Ender, 
took us with him on an interesting 
and easy trip over The Trail by 
means of his excellent collection 
of colored slides. 

A large number of out of town 
members made Tall Timber their 
over night headquarters and the 
Sunday hikes started from there. 
Favored with perfect summer hiking 
weather, enthusiastic groups were 
organized with various objectives. 
One group drove to Killington 
Basin and rode the lift to the top 
of the mountain, some returning 
by the same route while others 
hiked to Pico shelter and Sherburne 
Pass. Another group hiked to Pico 
Shelter and thence to the top of 
Pico. Still another group, from 
the New York Section elected to 


visit one of the shelters on 
their section of The Trail. 

Many returned to Tall Timber for 
a second night and made a leisure- 
ly departure on Monday. 

All in all it was an interest- 
ing and enjoyable GMC weekend. 


BIRD MOUNTAIN 

On Saturday, May 7th we re- 
visited a spot which has not been 
included on the schedule recently, 
Our Schenectady members, Dorothy 
and Ben Rolston, joined us for 
this one and nine of us started 
from Meldon School for Bird Mt. 

Outing Chairman, Craigue 
Perkins had heard from the Green 
Mt. College group that they would 
join us on the mountain later in 
the day, so various directional 
signs were devised along the way 
to encourage and guide them. 

These must have been quite effect- 
ive as even though the trail was 
a bit hard to follow in spots, we 
all eventually assembled at the 
spring and were joined there later 
by the Green Mt. College group and 
three more Rutland hikers. 

The spring was promptly 
christened ” Rigor Mortis Spring” 
by two of our Junior members who 
claimed their hands became numb 
from cold in clearing it out. 

After lunch there was the 
usual consideration as to whether 
or not to make the steep climb to 
the top of the mountain. In the 
end, also as usual it was felt to 
be too bad to be so near and miss 
the fine view, so, we climbed to 
the top and as always felt well 
rewarded. There’s a feeling 
gained from being on top of a 
mountain which can’t be described. 

For the Green Mt. College 
group this was a first trip to 
Bird Mountain and they found it a 
I wholly satisfying experience. It 
was equally satisfying to those of 
us who had made the trip many times 
before. 


WILCOX HILL 

fey 

Ann Reynolds 

in the last issue of SMOKE 
AND BLAZES, the trip to Wilcox 
Hill on May 15 was listed as "a 
new trip on our schedule.” It was 
so new in fact that none of the 
nine people (including four 
juniors) who turned out on a gray, 
unpromising morning, knew just 
how to get to the topi 

We drove out Cold River Road, 
turned left at the bridge, and 
left again, near the old cheese 
factory, where the trail to Gov. 
Clement Shelter goes off to the 
n^t, i.e continued our ride 
past several abandoned-looking 
farm houses, until we came within 
sight of Wilcox Hill, and parked 
the cars. Here we asked directions 
of a farmer. He told us to go up 
the road which cut through his 
property until we came to a "big 
maple”. There we were supposed 
to go left and find a road which 
would take us to the top. of the 
hill*. 

Sfeeihg no ”big maple”, we 
decided to continue on around the 
hill in searfch of water to go with 
lunch. We finally found a brook 
and a nice clearing in the woods 
for a lunch stop. Rain started 
and stopped several times, but it 
was never hard enough to dampen 
our spirits or the fire. 

By now, the top of the hill 
rose rather sharply behind us, and 
we decided the best way was simply 
to take off cross country and head 
for the summit. The woods were 
quite open with many wild flowers 
in bloom, and we reached the top 
without much difficulty. Although 
the sky hadn’t cleared much, the 
view still was lovely enough to 
make us want to come back on a 
clearer day. All in all, it was 
a very good pioneer trip! 
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STONE Y BROOK SHELTER 

When we checked in at Meldon 
School at 9:30 A.M. on Sunday, 

June 12th it looked at first as 
though there weren’t going to be 
enough hikers to carry out this 
exploration trip as planned. 
However, just as we were about to 
give up hope, four more arrived 
and the trip was underway. 

Using two station wagons for 
transportation, we drove first to 
the Sherburne schoolhouse on the 
Sherburne Hollow road, where we 
left one car. Loading all the 
hikers into the other station 
wagon, we drove back to Rts. 100 
| and on to Gaysville where we turn- 
! ed off on the road leading to 
| ’’Notown”. This good country road 
! followed along beside Stoney Brook 
' crossing and recrossing it at 
! intervals, for about 6 miles. We 
left the car at what appeared to 
be the end of navigation for auto- 
mobiles and proceeded on foot 
following the old road and the 
Applachian Trail marks, expecting 
to see "Notown" and Stoney Brook 
Shelter at the top of each rise. 

We v/alked and we walked. 

The country was interesting, the 
trail comparatively easy, but no 
shelter appeared. The usual hour 
for lunch came end went, still we 
walked. 

Finally, the trail having 
climbed and veered to the right, 

! leaving stoney Brook far below 
I and to the left of us, we reluct- 
antly decided we had somewhere 
by-passed the shelter. It now 
being about one-thirty we made 
our lunch stop near the first 
! available water. A place for the 
I fire was dug out, the fire was 
started and in record time coffee 
water was boiling. The mosquitoes 
and balck flies which hadn't both- 
ered much up to now, prohibited 
lingering over lunch and we were 
soon on our way again. 

(Con’t. on next page) 


On and up over the ridge and 
then the trail followed a logging 
road down along the shoulder with 
a deep ravine on one side. We 
speculated on the identity of some 
interesting wild flowers and at 
one point startled a small bird 
from a nest under a root in the 
bank on the side of the road. A 
cautious peek into the nest reveal- 
ed small white eggs with a brown 
ring on the end. We needed Betty 
Ball along to tell us what kind 
they were. 

Finally we reached the spot 
where we had ended our winter hike 
in this area and soon came do wn 
onto the Sherburne Hollow road. 

Then to the schoolhouse for the 
car and back around to our start- 
ing point; which we now decided 
was probably "Notown'’ ; and home. 

No, we still haven't been to 
Stoney Brook shelter but this was 
an interesting trip and some day 
we plan to go back again and find 
that shelter. 


REPORT OF TRAILS A1TD SHELTERS 
COMMITTEE 

The Trails and Shelters Com- 
mittee has very little to report 
for this two month period. The 
most important work done was to 
repair the windows at Pico with 
the help of Mrs. Lovejoy and a 
group of students from Green 
Mountain College. 

Mr, Ben Rolston has returned 
from a very interesting drive 
through the western states and 
soon we are going to have some 
more trail clearing parties to 
finish the work on the Killington 
Section. 

Churchill Scott, 

Chairman 
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LITTLE ROCK POND 

Arriving at Meldcn at 9:30 
A.M., on Saturday, June 25th, we 
were surprised to find only six 
hikers on hand for this old favor- 
ite. Although not a bright sunny 
day the temperature w q s good for 
hiding and a fresh breeze promised 
that bugs would be no problem. 

Going in most of us decided 
to go around the east side of the 
Pond and in so doing found that 
the beavers had changed the terrain 
in that area considerably. We 
spent some time in finding a spot 
whore we could cross without deep 
wading f but finally made it with 
Mary Perkins’ guidance. Even the 
br:'dge to the island was partially 
under water so 8t this point one 
of the party gave up and taking 
off her shoes and socks, just 
waded. 

At the shelter we found a fire 
already going, thanks to a group 
of Massachusetts Boy Scouts and 
their leaders who had been in 
camp over night. They reported a 
very heavy rain and thunder storm 
in the night. 

The wind from the Pond was 
quite cool and no one felt any 
urge for a swim or even to linger 
long after lunch. We made the 
return trip along the west shore, 
finding the trail quite wet from 
the recent storm. 

Betty Bali planned a short 
! vacation in Vermont to coincide 
i with this outing and it was good 
to have her hiking with us again. 
Betty reports that she likes her 


work in North Carolina and has 
: recently purchased a bit of land 



1 her own home. 

t 


SEE NEXT PAGE FOR DETAILS OF THE BIG I960 INTERSECTIONAL I 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUE INTERSECTIONAL WEEK - LAKE EDEN, VERMONT - 50TH YEAR, I960 


PLAN TO ATTEND the Intersectional Week, August 27 through September 5, at Lake 
Eden, Vermont. The Long Trail Council, Boy Scouts of America, has kindly given us 
the use of the facilities of the Mount Norris Scout Reservation, including camping 
sites, cook shacks with stoves, recreation hall, beach, boats, canoes, cots, 
mattresses and even one or two large tents. Stay one day or ten days but be sure 
to come J 


ALL KINDS OF ACTIVITIES can be enjoyed. There is something for everyone. Hiking, 
camping, swimming, fishing, canoeing, boating, woodland walking, wading, bird 
watching, just plain loafing and even badminton and volley ball. This is the 
schedule of hikes the committee has planned, not to mention innumerable hikes you 
can take on your own. Notice that at least two hikes have been planned each day: 
usually an easy one and a little harder one. 

Aug. 28 - (1) Mount Norris 

(2) Belvedere Mt. to Tillotson Camp and back by way of Frank Post 
Memorial Trail 

Aug. 29 - (1) Mt. Hunger (Worcester Range) 

(2) Spruce Peak (by chair lift or trail) and Elephant’s Head 
Aug. 30 - (1) Domey’s Dome to Taft Brook and out to Rt. 100 (Bushwhacking) 
(2) Burke Mt. (you can drive up if you want to) 

Aug. 31 - (1) Belvedere Mt. to old mine 

(2) Ritterbush Pond and Devil's Gulch from Frying Pan Brook 
Sept. 1 - (1) Mt. Pisgah and Lake Willoughby 
(2) Westmore or Bald Mt. 

Sept. 2 - (1) Camel's Hump 

(2) Pinnacle near Richford 
Sept. 3 - (1) Jay Peak 

(2) Journey's End and International Line Post 592 

(3) Rt. 105 to Journey's End 

Sept, h - (1) Mt. Mansfield by trail, chair lift or toll road 
(2) Owls Head and view of Lake Memphremagog 


T Nr J^ 


Gjvn Al< Ms 

SECTION PRESIDENTS should find out how many of their members plan to attend and 
should notify Larry Dean by August 5, if possible, so plans can be completed. So 
let your Section President know your plans by then if you possibly can. If you 
can't plan in advance, come anyway Larry Dean, 96 I 4 . Pine St., Burlington, Vt. 

CAMPFIRES OR OTHER ENTERTAINMENT will be presented every evening, the various 
Sections taking turns as hosts. Stunts, song-singing, story-telling and so forth. 
Make your Section's night the best and the most fun 1 The Recognition Campfire 
event will be Sept. 3, but your Section can pick any one of the other evenings. 

Tell Don Havens which night and what you plan to do. Don Havens, lj.6 Alfred Terr., 
Burlington, Vt. 

BRING YOUR OWN food, cooking and eating utensils, hiking and camping clothes, 
swim suit, bedding, tent, gas or kerosene lantern and/or stove if you prefer 
(wood stoves and wood provided), flashlight, packsack for carrying lunch, etc. 

If you have them, bring your own: wife or husband, kids, pets, canoes, musical 
instruments, sports equipment, imagination and a desire to relax and have fun 
and hike if you feel like it. ^ 

IT WILL COST YOU fifty cents per person per night or $1.00 per family per night, 
which you can pay on arrival. At this time you will be given a name plate and a 
souvenir shoulder patch commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Club. 

YOU CAN GET TO THE CAMP by taking Route 100 north from Waterbury. The Mount Norris 
Reservation is on Lake Eden, just north of Eden Mills, about 15 miles north of 
Morrisville, which is about 19 miles north of Waterbury, which is on U. S. Route 2 
twelve miles west of Montpelier. 




faorllpe. I'Gt' 




Vol. 13 No. 5 Killington Section -Green Mountain Club Sept .-Oct. I960 


COMING EVENTS-) 

J 

TIME: Sat. Sept. 2 ll - 10 A.M. 

PLACE: Bald Mt. - Red Rocks 

This mountain in our back- 
yard should make an excellent 
fall foliage trip. The road up 
the Notch is always beautiful, 
the trail is not very difficult, 
and the views worth the effort. 
Your editor hasn’t made the trip 
since the year the ” coffee froze’* 
but think I might risk it again! 
Red Rocks is down over the side 
of the mountain and should provide 
an excellent view and an interest- 
ing return route. This trip will 
leave Meldon School at 10 A.M. 


TIME: Sun. Oct. 9-10 A.M. 
PLACE: Blue Ridge 

This is another old favorite 
close by. The trail is very 
pleasant through a full range of 
hard and soft woods with enough 
opening at the top to afford an 
excellent view up and down the 
valley. The beautiful cascades 
about two-thirds of the way up 


should maice an excellent lunch 
stop. The foliage should be at 
its height so set the date down 
and plan to attend. We will leave 
Meldon school at 10 A.M. If you 
wish to go after Sunday school or 
Church call the Martins (3-8621) 
as they plan to go around 10:30 AM. 


TIME: Sat. Oct. 22-6 P.M. 

PLACE: Covered Dish Supper at 
Beechwood. 

The covered dish supper is to 
be held a bit earlier this year 
so that the last of the fall 
foliage should still be visible- 
the walking excellent with many 
paths and byways to explore in 
the vicinity before we sit down to 
the heavily laden board. As usual 
we’d like to know how many plan to 
attend and what you’d prefer to 
bring - hot dish, salad or dessert, 
or one of the store items. Please 
call Janet Martin ( 3-8621) by 
Saturday A.M. Oct. 22. 

Supper will be set out at 
6 P.M. but come early if you can 
to tramp around the woods and 
renew old friendships. 


RUMMAGE SALE - OCT. 29 


RUMMAGE SA ^E - OCT . 29 


RUMMAGE SALE 


OCT. 29 


COMING EVENTS (CON'T.) 

TIME: Sat Oct. 29 

PLACE: Neighborhood Rooms 
Activity - RUMMAGE SALE 

Now is the time to go through 
your closets and attics to find 
everything you can to add to 
that collection you have been 
making all year for the RUMMAGE 
SALE. Call on your neighbors too 
and see if they haven't some 
things they'd be glad to get 
rid of. 

Remember this is our one 
big money making activity. As 
soon as we feel we can afford it 
we'd like to replace Buffum 
Shelter so let's see if we can't 
add at least $100 to the fund on 
Oct. 29th. If we have enough 
to sell we can surely do it. 

As usual we'll be at the 
Neighborhood Rooms all day the 
day before the sale to receive 
your donations and get them 
priced and arranged so bring us 
your things on FRIDAY OCT. 28 . 

If you can't get them to us call 
Craigue or Vera Perkins before 
Friday and we'll arrange to 
collect them. Anything sells - 
well almost anything! 

We’ll need some helpers so 
get in touch with us if you can 
help on either Friday or Saturday. 
If we don’t hear from you some of 
you will hear from us! 


TIME: Sun. Nov. 6 - 9 A.M. 

PLACE :Mt. Hanley, west Rutland 

This might be classified as 
a mystery hike as it will be our 
first trip to this haystack 
shaped mountain near West Rutland. 
All you explorers pack your sack 
and come along; reports are this 
in an interesting mountain. 

We’ll never know until we try it. 
It is located north of Route k, 
west of West Rutland. We will 
gather at Meldon School at 
9-00 AM. 


THE ABBEY POND TRIP 

by 

"Barbie" Allard 

It looked at first as though 
there would be only two to make 
the trip to Abbey Pond, but by 
waiting a half hour the number 
swelled to sixteen. The weather 
still looked good so we left 
Rutland to conquer the unknown 
(to us) trails. Leaving the cars 
at an intersection of wood roads, 
we took the one heading into the 
woods. The trail is an old road 
though it is now quite impassable 
to anything but animals, human or 
otherwise. It isn't so terribly 
steep but goes up quite steadily 
until it levels out on the top. 

The up part was really more inter- 
esting than the level part. There 
are a great many very large rocks, 
some as large as houses, lying 
around as if some giant had gotten 
tired of carrying them and had 
chucked them out of his pocket. 

Much of this part of the trail 
follows a very lively brook. When 
hunger stopped us we decided to 
eat where we could sit beside the 
brook. There we discovered that 
the men outnumbered the women 
and for the first time in quite 
awhile they did all the wood-gather 
ing and fire-building. Since the 
GMC now uses instant coffee there 
could be no discussion as to how 
thajb should be made, but there was 
much arguing as to the proper pro- 
cedure for building a small fire. 
Regardless of this the water still 
boiled, finally. 

After eating we continued on 
our way. Abbey Pond turned Out to 
have been taken over by the beavers 
It was too mucky around the edges 
to swim or do much wading. Three 
of us decided to go back to the 
brook and try swimming there. We 
hurried back and had about a half 
hour before the others came. When 
they arrived almost everyone stuck 
his feet in. That’s all that was 
needed to cool off! From there a 
short jaunt took us back to the 
cars. For some reason the trail 
to Abbey Pond is longer than the 
trail from Abbey Pond. 


SHREWSBURY PEAK 


C.V.P.S. CAMP 
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Augmented by a sizable group 
of Cub Scouts and their leaders, 
we left Meldon School on Saturday, 
July 23rd for a visit to Shrews- 
bury Peak. 

Driving to the old Northam 
picnic area, we parked our cars 
and started hiking along a shady 
trail. The trail soon became more 
rocky and steeper - first down and 
then up. A rain the previous day 
had left it wet and slippery 
enough in places to add a touch of 


excitement. 

LUnch time came before most 
of the group had reached the peak. 
Since there would be no water 
available at the top, we decided 
to make a lunch stop first and go 
on to our objective after lunch. 

Chief firemen, Churchill Scott 
and Ray catozzi soon had the coffee 
water hot and all settled down 
to the enjoyment of a meal. 

With energies revived by food 
and rest we packed up our gear and 
started on the last lap to the top. 

The trail seemed to be a bit 
longer and steeper than we had 
expected, but all was going well 
until with a sharp crack of thundei 
the rain, which had been threaten- 
ing all morning, arrived. 

Some of us immediately decided 
to turn back while others went on 
a bit farther before concluding 
that since there would be no view 
at the top there was little point 
in a longer walk in the rain. One 
small group had gone on to the 
peak before stopping for lunch. 

This group not only had the dis- 
tinction of being the only ones 
to reach the peak but also enjoy- 
ed (?) the full effect of a thundei 
shower on a mountain top. 

The return trip was made in 
alternate sun and rain with sun 
predominating sufficiently so that 
everyone was pretty well dried out 
by the time we reached the cars. 
This was a new trip for most of us 
and the hike was fun. Next time we 
hope the weather cooperates. 


Our luck still held and 
Sunday, August 7th was the typical 
fine summer day we have come to 
expect for our outing at Chittenden 
Pond. 

The attendance was good this 
year with nearly everyone arriving 
in time for a swim before lunch. 

We were glad to have Mr. and Mrs 
Hans Fritsch, Killington Section 
members from Copiague, N.Y., who 
were vacationing at Tall Timber, 
with us. Mr. Fitsch brought along 
his telescope which he set up on 
the beach. This aided not only in 
observing any birds and other wild 
life which might be around but also 
in watching the water skiing which 
some of the party were trying out. 

We missed the Craigue Perkinses 
the Allards, and the rubber boat, 
but otherwise the day followed its 
usual pleasant program of swimming 
sunning, eating, and talking. 

Most of the group left in the 
late afternoon but a few stayed on 
to watch the twilight settle over 
the Pond. 


ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Marie Bell is now Mrs. George 
Daley and will be living at 
739 Main St. Bennington. Marie 
and George are both teaching 
in Bennington this year and 
hope to hike some of the southern 
end of the Trail. 

During the summer several 
new prospective GMC members 
have made their appearance. 

Ernest Graham Hathaway, son 
of Suzanne and Bob Hathaway. 

Thomas Philip Martin, son 
of Jan and Jack Martin. (Tommy 
has already attended two GMC 
out ings ) . 

Elizabeth Anne Buchanan, 
daughter of the Andy Buchanans, 
who though Burlington Section 
members are known to many in 
the Killington Section 

Congratulations to all. 


INTERSECTIONAL - EDEN, Vt. 
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The week long Intersectional 
at Lake Eden proved to be a great 
success and congratulations should 
go to Larry Dean and all his help- 
ers in the Burlington S e ction for 
a well organized and all around 
excellent performance. 

The next LONG TRAIL NEWS will 
no doubt give an over all story ' 
of the week. Each person attending 
could write a story from his own 
point of view and each would be 
different. Your editor, Janet 
Martin, has written hers as follow; 

The Martin clan with the able 
assistance of Aunt Vera Perkins 
made the Intersectional Camp for 
Labor Day weekend by converging 
on the south and east. Jack had 
been working on a highway project 
in Bloomfield, way up in "The 
Kingdom”. The family of course 
was all in Rutland. By diligent 
planning, and packing tents, 
sleeping bags, stove and non- 
perishables in Jack's car a week 
in advnnce (some people may have 
wondered why anyone would drive 
a car all over the state with a 
crib and basinette in the back) 

8nd carrying the perishables and 
clothing with us, we managed to 
arrive at camp within ten minutes 
of each other. Just at the time 
too when our youngest was beginning 
to get a bit insulted that no one 
fed him his supper l That situa- 
tion was soon corrected while 
Vera got supper out and Jack set 
up camp - a very efficient team. 
Supper was soon followed by bed- 
time for the little ones: Betsy 
and Tommy in the "bus” and Carol 
and Nancy in the tent, soon all 
was quiet and Jack and Jan went 
over to the main building for 
campfire where Jack entertained 
with his accordion. Several mem- 
bers of other sections related 
tall tales. Our President, Don 
Kent, we discovered was quite 
talented along these lines. 

When we returned to camp the 


moon was up - almost full - and the 
air was crisp and clear. We made 
ourselves some hot cocoa from the 
hot water after warming the baby’s 
bottle and it really hit the spot. 
The moon was so bright flashlights 
were unnecesssary , 

Saturday dawned clear and cold 
but by putting our clothes on over 
our pajamas we managed to be quite 
warm for breakfast. Mid morning 
found us making a circuit of the 
main camp area, meeting on the way 
Florence Van V/yck and Barbie and 
Judy Allard who were just arriving. 
We didn't attempt any hikes this 
year but did take a drive up 
through Hazen’s Notch where Jan 
waxed nostalgic about a porcupine 
incident on her honeymoon. 

Returning to camp we found 
that Craigue and Mary Perkins had 
arrived for the End-To-Ender ’ s 
campfire. They ate their picnic 
supper at our campsite. Note to 
interested family campers: paper 
dishes and cups are well worth the 
investment as the children don't 
like to hang around while the 
dishes are washed and mother likes 
a vacation too. Simple meals 
with one cooked item seem most 
convenient for a short trip. Save 
the complicated meals until the 
kinder are big enough to do some of 
the chores. It is also recommend- 
ed that you get an extra ''aunt” or 
such to go along if you have 
several little ones - they are 
worth their weight in gold. 

After the End-to-Ender Camp- 
fire program Saturday evening, we 
once again bedded down for the 
night in full moonlight with little 
hint of what was to come, shortly 
after midnight the moon was cover- 
ed with clouds and we awoke in the 
morning to the ping-ping of rain 
on the roof. We were thankful our 
camp site had a cook shack where 
Jack quickly moved our stove, table 
and chairs under cover. The rain 
chased us home after breakfast as 
it seemed impossible to keep the 
active youngsters in out of the 
rain. 


REPORT OF TRAILS AND SHELTERS 
COMMITTEE 

The trails and Shelters Commit- 
tee has been rather inactive dur- 
ing the summer months but there 
have been a number of individual 
work parties. 

Mr. Henderson and a group of 
Boy Scouts from Pittsfield, Mass, 
spent a week hiking the trail from 
Little Rock Pond to Sherburne Pass 
staying over night at Buffum and 
Gov. Clement Shelters. At . 
each shelter they spent a few 
hours cleaning up the camp, rebuild- 
ing the fireplaces and cleaning up 
the dumps. 

Mr. Ben Ral^Dn has spent two 
days working on the Trail north 
of Gov. Clement shelter, getting it 
in good* shape as possible but he 
says it will take much more work 
to be in A-l shape. 

Ray Catozzi, Ken Day and their 
sons spent a day clearing trail 
between Cooper and Pico Lodge. 

They clipped brush and put up 
arrows and improved the Trail in 
general but especially where the 
ski trails and lifts cross the 
Long Trail. 

'Before the snow flies the 
Committee would like to plan two 
over-night work parties - one at 
Pico Lodge to work on the trail 
and one to Gov. Clement to work on 
both the shelter and Trail. If any- 
one is willing and able to help, 
the Committee will be very glad 
to hear from them. 

Churchill Scott 
Chairman 

ADVENTURE IN THE WEST 
By Charlotte Bell 

On August 1st an invitation 
came from an uncle in Rochester, N. 

Y. to drive west with him and his 
two children - Sue, who is my age 
and Alan who is twelve. The plan 
was to meet my other uncle at his 
home in Los Alamos, N.M. and tent 
in five national parks, taking 
along his son Earl, also twelve. 

That paried up uncles, girl cousins 
and boy cousins, like three sets 
of twins. 


We left Rochester on the 6th in a 
station wagon, with our green 
unbrella tent, an air mattress and 
sleeping bag apiece. We used the 
latter for naps along the way. 

Being in a hurry to get out to 
the Rockies, we made a fast trip 
directly to New Mexico, dirving 
through New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
Kansas and Oklahoma. On the way 
out we saved time by staying at 
motels. After driving 512 miles 
one day, with the temperature 95 
in the shade, we certainly enjoyed 
our midnight swim in the motel 
pool. 

The flat land of the west 
stretched on as far as we could 
see. It made me want to run on and 
on; it made me feel light and free. 
It was easy driving; I wished I 
was old enough! It was smooth 
riding and I wrote a log of the 
trip . 

Uncle Joe’s home in Los Alamos 
is a new one of western ranch style 
He is a physicist working on Uncle 
Sam’s hydrogen bomb project there. 
Both„his home and his office are 
over a mile high. The altitude 
made me a little dizzy at first. 

The skiing is good there in the 
Rockies. 

Our first national park was 
Frijoles Canyon where we explored 
the Indian cliff dwellings. At 
the Otowi Caves I was lucky enough 
to find an arrowhead chipped out of 
white quartz and bits of pottery 
which had been washed down from 
the dwellings above. 

In a half day spent in Santa Fe 
it was obvious that the boys were 
most interested in the wild west 
aspects of the museum - the old 
guns, covered wagons and prairie 
stagecoaches - while Sue and I 
liked best the Indian and Mexican 
crafts in the gift shops. We 
bought beautiful rings of turquoise 
and silver. 

On the desert we saw a few 
pueblos with TV antennas, but 
usually the adobe houses looked 
shabby. The roofs were so flat 
that sometimes the children played 
on them. Some Indians still live 
in caves. 

(To be continued) 
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COMING 


EVENTS 


TIME: Sat. Nov. 1$, 9-00 AM 

PLACE: Pico peak 

Here is an opportunity for 
one last visit to the mountain 
tops before they become snow- 
bound and the special provence 
of the skier. Bundle up in your 
warmest windbreaker and join us 
for the climb to see that our 
new Pico Shelter is ship-shape 
for the winter. We will meet 
at Meldon School at 9:00 AM. 

TIME Sun. Dec. 4, 11-00 AM 
PLACE: Buff urn Shelter 

We may find a little snow 
on the ground for this one , but 
probably not enough to dig out 
the snowshoes. Better be look- 
ing them over though as they will 
be needed soon! This is always 
a favorite w inter trip as it 
isn't too far but always en job- 
able. We will leave from 
Meldon School at UtOO AM. 


TIME: Sat. Dec, 17, 10-00 AM 

PLACE: Gov. Clement Shelter 

Take a break from the rush 
of Christmas shopping and get 
out in the great outdoors. If 
there is enough snow for snow- 
shoes bring them or skis. If 
not, the walking will be good 
up the road to Gov. Clement. 

We will meet at Meldon school 
at 10-00 AM 


TIME Sat. Jan. 7, 7-00 PM 
PLACE: Moonlight Hike, Tucker 
Lodge 

Once again we find on our 
schedule a moonlight hike into 
Tucker Lodge. Those v;ho have 
gone before know how enjoyable 
this different sort of outing 
is. We use snowshoes if there 
is sufficient snow and flash- 
lights before the moon rises. 
Coffee, cocoa, and doughnuts, 
are enjoyed at the Lodge. Dig 
out your "long- Johns" and make 
plans to go this year. We will 
gather at Meldon School at 7-00 PM. 


THE BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN HIKE 

fey 

Mary C. Isbell 

The hike to the summit of 
Blue Ridge Mountain was especially 
rewarding because the Fall Foliage 
reached its climax that weekend. 

For this reason we enjoyed the 
drive to and from the trail almost 
as much as the hike itself. Start 
ing from Tall Timber Camp, we 
ambled along what appeared to be 
an easy trail, until we came to a 
steep path of jagged rocks which 
resembled a long ladder or stair- 
way. At this point everyone 
decided to have lunch and gather 
strength. 

We found a group of flat rocks 
adjacent to The Cascades and 
here the women filled canteen 
and coffee pot while the men cut 
wood and built our fire. After 
lunch we climbed briskly until 
we reached the top of the mountain. 
There we enjoyed the views and 
planned our next trip. 

Descending proved to be more 
difficult than climbing. Alas! 

The rocks bruised feet clad in 
’’sneakers" and plain old shoes 
and caused the careless to slip 
and slide. 

A tour of the camp was the 
next attraction. The cabins look- 
ed comfortable, and the pond was 
more inviting than the usual 
seimming pool, we also sampled 
the tasty red apples from 
Craigue’s orchard just before 
we left. 


ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Dr. Wm. Allard and wife and 
daughter Kathy are having an 
interesting experience living 
and working at The Crow Agency 
in Montana. "Dr. Bill” is with 
the U. S. Public Health Service. 


BALD MT. AND RED ROCKS 

On Saturday , September 24th 
a sizable group was on hand to 
take advantage of a perfect fall 
hiking day. 

It was planned to vary the 
Bald Mt. trip this time by return- 
ing over Red Rocks. Accordingly, 
Vera’s car was left at the cement 
bridge on the Cold River road to 
await the return of the hikers who 
all piled into Craigue’s station 
wagon and set off for the top of 
"The Notch". 

The hike up Bald Mt. seemed 
surprisingly short and easy, possibly 
because on our last trip the trail 
was hard to find which resulted in 
much wandering around. 

Lunch hour on the top of the 
mountain was very pleasant with 
the sun warm and the trees just 
beginning to show their fall color. 

The trail down over the rocks 
was sort of "catch-as-catch-can" , 
but since there was no doubt as to 
which way was down there was little 
difficulty in striking the old 
road which would lead us back to 
the Cold River road and the wait- 
ing car. 

At just about this time Vera 
suddenly recalled that the keys to 
said car she had safely cached in 
the glove compartment of the 
station wagon at the top of "The 
Notch" . 

Fortunately, a little extra 
hike of about 2| miles would pro- 
cure the spare set of keys. Mary 
and Vera set off ahead with no 
dilly-dallying, leaving the others 
to follow more leisurely, inspect 
an old cemetery along the route, 
and generally fill in time. After 
not too long an interval the group 
was reunited and everyone eventual- 
ly reached home. 

It’s often an unexpected quirk 
on the part of the weather or some 
individual which adds a bit of 
extra spice to an outing. 
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RUMMAGE SALE NETS $158 
TOWARD NEW BUFFUM SHELTER 

We were hoping for $125 this 
year just for the fun of breaking 
our $121 record, we could hardly 
believe it when the final tally 
showed $158 to add to our treasury 

This was possible only because 
of the excellent cooperation of 
everyone. Some of our out-of-town 
members as Helen Bailey and Fran 
Green took the trouble to bring us 
their clothing donations. Through 
the efforts of another out-of-town 
member, Mrs. Haniot Bryant, and 
the courtesy of Mr. Lincoln Isham 
of Dorset, another excellent 
collection came to us. Some of 
our hewer members as .the Bob' 
Hathaways and the George Reynolds, 
brought in fine .'material. And 
of course all our long time in- 
town supporters must have come 
through with bigger and better 
collections than ever. 

In addition to raising the 
most money, this year's sale goes 
on record as being the least work 
on the part of those in charge. 
Again, this was due to fine coop- 
eration. With "Mim" Bell, Ruth 
Fostman, Churchill scott and "T" 
Valiqutte all on hand most of the 
day Friday, v/e went through the 
work of sorting and pricing like 
a breeze. On Saturday back they 
came plus Bennett Bell and Eleanor 
Walker to help v/ith the selling. 
Clean-up time brought Jack Martin 
and Harold Valiquette to lend a 
hand on that job. 

Thanks everyone. Let's make 
it $175 next year. Maybe we'll 
have that new shelter at Buffum 
sooner than we thought. 


LOSE A WALLET ANYONE? 

A wallet was found at Tall 
Timber after the Blue Ridge hike. 
The owner may retrieve it by 
contacting Mary or Craigue Perkins. 


MT. HANLEY 

The exploration trip to Mt. 
Hanley in West Rutland, on Sunday 
Nov. 6th, proved very successful. 

Leaving the cars on the Whipple 
Hollow road 10 hikers started off 
through a pasture in the general 
direction of the mountain. After 
a short distance we came upon the 
first of a succession of wood 
roads. Guided by frequent check- 
ing with Churchill's topographical 
map we were able to choose the 
right one to lead to the ridge. 
Here we had a magnificent view of 
the valley and mountains to the 
west and south, for miles. 

We followed along the ridge 
to the summit which on a clear 
day would afford a good view of 
the Green Mt. Range in this area. 
However, all agreed the view from 
the first look-out was the most 
outstanding. 

As always, the lunch stop pro- 
vided a pleasant interlude. We 
were especially interested in 
observing the expertness with 
which some of our younger hikers 
cooked and served their meal. 

This hike took us through 
grass carpeted woods dotted with 
large clumps of deep green wax, or 
Christmas, ferns . Every now and 
then a stand of white birch added 
their own special charm. 

Here is a nice mountain almost 
in our dooryard and it is well 
worth a visit. Go in late fall 
as we did, or try early spring, 
as foliage on the trees would 
conceal the views. 


ANOTHER NEW HIKER 

Arriving just too late to be 
announced in our last issue was 
John Reynolds, son of George and 
Ann Reynolds. John came to the 
Covered Dish Supper and we expect 
to see him out hiking most any 
day nowl Congratulations. 
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TRAILS AND SKELTERS COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 

The Trails and Shelters Commit- 
tee has been quite busy since the 
last issue of SMOKE & BLAZES. 

Ray Catozzi and Churchill Scott 
have finished putting a new rear 
roof and replacing rotten roof 
boards on Tucker. Craigue Perkins 
has repaired the windows in Pico 
Lodge and checked it over for our 
scheduled hike there on Saturday 
November 19th. 

Ray Catozzi, Bobby and 
Churchill Scott spent one day work- 
ing on the TraiL south of Pico 
Shelter, and last week a work party 
of Ray Cgtozzi, Geo. Reynolds, 
Craigue Perkins, Stephen Clapp, 

Ben Rolston and Churchill Scott 
labored in the snow and cold all 
day to clear the Trail between 
the Big Swamp and the ski trails 
to Killington Basin. 

It has been years since we 
have had as large a work party as 
listed above. The committee is 
very glad to see so much enthusi- 
asm in maintaining the Trail prop- 
erly. We hope that in the future 
we will have many more such work 
parties for there are several 
miles of Trail which have not felt 
the touch of an axe or saw for 
years. Please support your Trails 
and Shelters committee by giving 
all the help you can to them. 

Churchill Scott, Chairman 

ADVENTURE IN THE WEST continued 
By Charlotte Bell 

After crossing the lovely Paint! 
ed Desert, we visited the Petrifi- 
ed Forest and brought back souven- 
irs of wood long since turned to 
stone. At Gr s rd Canyon we tented 
with many people from all over the 
country. We hiked a mile and a 
half down into the canyon, in 
spite of the heat, and back again, 
We should like to have taken the 
mule trip down but it took a whole 
day. The scenery was unbelievable,, 

By this time we had settled on 
a rugged and unvaried pioneer 
lunch - a sandwich made of two 
slabs of bread with hunks of ham 
and cheese between - and something 


to wash it down. It saved a lot of 
time, but I’ve tasted better! 
Sometimes Su© and I slept in the 
station wagon with the others in 
the tent, and occasionally we slept 
right on the ground under the stars 
and sometimes we changed around, 

We began to look for automats to 
do the laundry. At the end of the 
trip we kept four machines going 
at once! 

Zion National Park and Bryce 
are photographers’ paradises. 

Here the talks by the Rangers were 
very interesting, and so were the 
shows put on by college boys and 
girls who were employed there. 

(I’d like to spend a summer work- 
ing out there myself someday). 

When we drove through Salt Lake 
City we saw the first mountains 
which reminded me of home. In 
Grand Teton the lovely peaks were 
mirrored in Jackson Lake. To me 
this was the most beautiful view 
of all. 

At Yellowstone National Park 
we had left the hot weather behind. 
In fact it was snowing when we 
pitched the tent; then the tempera- 
ture went down to 29 degrees. There 
were two inches of snow on the 
ground in the morning, plenty for 
the boys to pelt us with snowballs. 
7/e shivered all night from cold 
and from fear of the grumpy bears 
who had been bothering the tourists 
One had smashed a tent and broken 
a car window, ripping the interior 
before the ran er shot him. Alan 
saw a big black bear walking down 
the tent line. Some of them weigh- 
ed three hundred pounds. 

V/hen Old Faithful erupted, it 
was a beautiful sight, as were the 
other geysers and boiling pools, 
some bright blue or black as ink. 
This really ended our sight-seeing, 
as Alan's face began to swell like 
a chipmunk's with a nut inside 
his cheek. The Wyoming Hospital 
said he had mumps! Next day I came 
down with mumps which stayed with 
me for five days and seven states. 

Like all good Vermonters, I was 
glad to get home but will long 
remember the country out west and 
its facinating scenery. What a 
great country we live in! 
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COVERED DISH SUPPER AT 
"BEECHWOOD" 


( 


"Beechwood” , with its wooded 
trails, its large comfortable 
kitchen, and a blazing fire in 
the living room fireplace, once 
again was the setting, on October 
22nd, for our fall covered dish 
supper, A record crowd of fifty 
including two infants--the Martin 
Tommy and the Reynolds’ John) 
filled every available table and 
chair. 

The many children present — 
not to mention the adults — 
made short work of the great 
variety of main dishes, salads, 
and desserts. The busy kitchen 
crew kept the coffee in 
circulation and the dining room 
table filled. 

After everyone had eaten, and 
furniture had been moved around 
in the living roojqi the gang 
settled down for an interesting 
slide show. Bennet Bell showed 
pictures taken by their daughter 
Rachel, on a camping trip in the 
West. Ray Katozzi provided scene 
from a recent hike, and Churchi 1 
Scott showed an assortment of 
slides from activities during 
the past year. 

Craigue P e rkins , as ’’master of 
ceremonies”, outlined the club 
schedule for the next few months. 

Our thanks go to the Perkins 
for making possible this evening 
of good fun and fellowship. 


) 
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ARE YOU WONDERING? 

Are you wondering why you 
have found on page 5> the article 
which should have been on page 
3; or why page Ij. is crowded to 
the margins while page 5 has 
plenty of extra space? Don’t 
waste energy trying to find the 
answers - your editorial assist- 
ant confused the issue this time. 
Cheer up though the year is 
nearly over and you can hope for 
a change of management. 

In the meantime since this 
is the last issue of SMOKE AND 
BLAZES before the holidays we 
will take this opportunity to 
wish you all a bountiful Thanks- 
giving - A Merry Christmas-- 
and a Happy New Year. 


Ann Reynolds 
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COMING- EVENTS 

TIME: Sun. Jan. 22, 10:30 A.M. 

PLACE: Sunnyside Cai^p 

I 

Snowshoe time is here with 
several good trips coming up. 

This one, familiar to many of you, 
follows a woodland road to Sunny- 
side Camp... a favorite spot in the 
winter time. Pack up a lunch and 
join the crowd at Meldon School. 


TIME: Thurs. Jan. 26, 7:30 P.M. 

PLACE : ANNUAL MEETING- 

C.V.P.S.C. Building 
(Please use Maple St. parking lot 
and go in door from there.) 

Your Executive Board this 
year decided to change our annual 
meeting from a supper meeting to 
dessert and coffee. It was felt 
that perhaps we could get better 
attendance than in the past few 
years. Besides the business meet- 
ing we hope to have an interesting 
program with a talk and slides on 
Alaska. A charge of 250 will be 
made to cover small incidental 
expenses. 

Mark the date on your calen- 
dar and plan to attend. IUs your 
club and a large attendance will 
best assure the planning of acti- 
vities and projects which will 


have the support of the majority. 

We will meet in the lunchroom of 
the Central Vermont P.S.C. Building. 

TIME: Sun. Feb. 5, 10:30 A.M. 

PLACE: Clarendon Lodge 

Another lovely snowshoe trip 
in the offing! This is always a 
favorite trip to one of our best 
lodges. Bring your family and 
friends. We’ll meet at Meldon 
School at 10:30 A.M. 

TIME: Sat. and Sun. Feb. 18-19 

PLACE: Winter Weekend at Tall Timber 

Once again it’s Winter Weekend 
time. As in the past exact reser- 
vations are necessary .. .with the 
large turnout of the last few years 
it is even more essential than in 
the past. They may be made by 
calling or writing Janet Martin at 
PR 3-8621, 7 Curtis Aye., Rutland, 
by Wednesday night, Feb. 15th. 

Meals and sleeping arrangements will 
be planned on the basis of reserva- 
tions so help your committee by 
making them as early as possible. 

Many hands and paper dishes make 
light work of the meals, so bring 
your skiis or snowshoes and enjoy 
the great outdoors. 

Further information may ber' 
obtained from Mrs. Martin.) 
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PICO SHELTER 
by 

Barbara Allard 

There were about 17 GMCers 
present to make the annual trip 
to Pico Peak. Almost everyone 
was attired im a bright color as 
hunting season was in progress. 
Regardless of the season we met 
only a few hunters - all empty 
handed. 

The first half the trail was 
in good condition but we moved 
rather..plowly because of the large 
supply of beechnuts lying right on 
the trail. Many chipmunks were 
out gathering their winter supply. 
In the upper half of the trail 
some clearing was done by Churchill 
Scott and company. 

Those who dressed for a dry 
trail got their feet wet a few 
times. We did try to drain a few 
pools that the trail went through. 

With these interesting delays 
it was eating time when we reached 
the shelter. The sun made it warm 
enough to sit outside and eat so 
fires'iwere made both inside and 
out. 

Only seven had ambition enough 
to go to the summit. There is a 
regular city of buildings on the 
top now. When we headed back it 
began to cool off fast. Rousing 
those who were napping in the 
lodge we all headed home. Almost 
down to the cars we got a beauti- 
ful view of Deer’s Leap which the 
setting sun had turned to a golden 
pink. It was a very nice day. 
(Barbie picked some hobble bush 
on this trip for forcing. She 
reports that it was in full bloom 
by the first of the year. - Ed.) 

GREETINGS RECEIVED 

We were pleased to receive 
Christmas greetings for Eillington 
Section from Cecile, Emile and 
Terri Boselli and also from Mr. and 
Mrs. Hans Fritsch. The latter 
were at the Chittendon Pond Outing 
last summer, and enclosed a couple 
snapshots taken there, which we 
will bring to the annual meeting. 


BUFFUM SHELTER 
by 

Judy Allard 

On December 4th, a brisk, 
sunny day, a group of nine hikers 
covered the short distance from 
the road to the open shelter. It 
was a beautiful day for a hike and 
we ambled along slowly and marvell 
ed at the nice weather at this 
time of year. There was a very 
light dusting of snow and a good 
amount of ice on the trail. When 
we arrived at the camp a good hot 
fire was started and the water 
boiled in a remarkably short time. 
V/e ate our lunch and sat around 
soaking up sun, cocoa and coffee. 

Churchill Scott, Ray Catozzi 
and Gsorge Reynolds, who had been 
working on the suspension bridge, 
came up and had lunch. Then v/e 
all looked around for a suitable 
site for the new lodge. There 
were several proposed sites 
chosen by different members of 
the party. The men v/ent back to 
the bridge and the rest of us 
left. We stopped at the bridge 
to see ho w the work was going. 
Members v/ere Vera and Mary Perkins 
Carol and Nancy Martin, Barbara 
Judy and John Allard, Mary Isbell 
and Gerard Coursey. 

GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER 

The trip to Gov. Clement on 
Saturday, Dec. 17th, gave us our 
first real winter hike of the 
season. A recent snow storm had 
left a generous covering on the 
ground and in some shady spots 
along the road the trees were 
beautifully etched with white. 

We left our car at the 
crossroad and enjoyed a good 
hike to the camp. No one brought 
snowshoes but we found that v/hile 
not a necessity they could have 
been used for the last part of 
the trip. 

At the last farmhouse a very 
well-mannered dog (German Shepard 
we thought) joined the party and 
spent the day with us, appearing 
to enjoy the outing as much as 
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we did. 

Arrived at Gov. Clement we 
found a good supply of wood and 
fires were soon going in both 
the stove and the fireplace. A 
cold wind made the two fires es- 
pecially welcome. With these 
plus a ”tarp" hung up in front to 
break the wind the shelter made 
a very cozy place for lunch. 

After being well fed and 
thoroughly toasted we started the 
return trip. The attendance on 
this outing was rather small due 
possibly to the nearness of the 
Christmas season. All present 
however agreed it was an enjoy- 
able day and it certainly provid- 
ed relaxation in preparation for 
the busy holidays ahead. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE 

by 

Mary Isbel 

Only the moon was missing, 
otherwise our after dark excursion 
to our mountain shelter fulfilled 
our fondest expectations. The 
weather was warm for this time of 
year (lucky for us members who 
tried snowshoes for the first 
time). Experts fastened us to the 
snowshoes and rescued us f rom t ime 
to time whenever we lost one shoe 
and sank into the cold snow. 

There is a wonderful stillness 
about a winter night here. One is 
filled with a sense of solitude and 
grandeur that is only slightly 
erased by voices or the sight of 
a flashlight far ahead. 

Once we reached the shelter 
we were very cozy especially after 
the wood in the stove was persuad- 
ed to burn. The soft cheerful 
glow of candles lit our feast of 
doughnuts and coffee. We waited 
for moonrise but in vain as by 
then the sky had clouded over. 
However, it was a beautiful night 
just as it was. 


FROM THE TUCKER REGISTER 

Looking over the Tucker 
register, while waiting for snow 
to change to hot water for coffee, 
we were interested to note how 
general was the comment ’’found the 
camp a mess”. One such entry 
especially intrigued us. Two 
boys recorded that they came in 
to look the place over as a possi- 
ble spot for a party, (they didn’t 
say what kind) They decided it was 
unsuitable as it needed a good 
cleaning. Apparently cleaning it 
up never occurred to them. Most 
of the groups, however, did report 
some cleaning up activities. 

Congratulations to whomever 
left the excellent diagram and set 
of instructions for use of the so- 
called stove. Might it have been 
Ben Rolston? 

And speaking of the Tucker 
stove, it was the unanimous 
opinion that a new stove for there 
should have top priority ±n our 
1961 Budget. 


DON'T FORGET! 

Your presence is earnestly 
desired at Killington section’s 

ANNUAL MEETING 

THURSDAY Ian. 26th 7:30 P.M. 
(details on page one) 

TRY AND BE THERE. WE'LL 
BE LOOKING FOR YOU 
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TIME: Sat. Mar*h 4, 9:00 A.jj. 
PLACE: Stonybrook Shelter 

Tired of being cboped-up all 
winter? Get out youi* hiking boots 
and come help us find Stonybrook 
shelter. We’ve tried twice be- 
fore, but this time we’ll find it. 
Leaving Meldon at time specified. 

TIME: Sun. March 19, 10:00 A.M. 

PL/CE: Tucker Lodge 

This is a good hike for every- 
one even the little ones. It may 
turn out to be somewhat of a work 
party, if the new stove comes. A 
greup will leave from Meldon 
around 10, but come any time in 
your own car. 


■ GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB March-April 1961 

TIME: Sat. April 22, 1000 A.M. 

PLACE: Bald Mountain and Red Rooks. 

Here’s the first Spring hike. 
Should be a good one. Up the 
mountain and maybe lunch-on-the 
rocks . 


TIME: Sun. May 7, 10:00 A.M. 

PLACE: Mount Hanley 

Bring your binoculars end 
telescopes along, as Mt. Hanley 
is supposed to have a beautiful 
view. It is in West Rutland, and 
we will leave at 10:00 - promptly. 


HIKE SCHEDULES ARE ENCLOSED 


TIME: Sun. April 9, 6-00 P.M. 

PLACE: Maple Sugar Party at 

Vera Perkins *• house. 

i 

The annual sugar-on-snow partyj 
will be held at 242 So. Main St. I 
Call PR 3-2941 for reservations 
before Friday, April 7th. The 
only hiking necessary for this 
event is up Vera Perkins’ stairs. 
Eats consist of maple spgar on 
snow with all the trimmings - 
pickles, doughnuts, coffee and 
nice folks. 


Watch the time. 

Be careful you aren't left 
behind . 

Groups will leave Meldon School 
at the hours given above. 

Bring yourself to the Maple Sugar 
Party. It’s in town, pack a lunch 
for all the hikes unless we announce 
that refreshments will be provided. 


I 



- 2 - 

; Long Trail News. Mary Isbell will 
j be the new Editor. Judy and Barbara 
The annual meeting of the Killing;- Allard are Assistant Editors. 


ANNUAL MEETING 


I 

t up: 


The following Budget was drawn 


ton Section of the Green Mountain 
Club was held on Thurs., Jan. 19 at 
the Central Vermont 'Public Service 
Building. 

After a short informal visiting 
period, President Bennett Bell call- 
ed the meeting to order at 8 P'fM. 

The following committee reports 
were given: 

Publicity: Jack Martin 

Outings: Craigue Perkins 

Trails & Shelters: Churchill Scott 

The overall picture of our secticn$l00 .00 in honor of his great- 
looks very good. The bridge at Mill) grandfather, Abraham Lincoln, on 
River will be the first job for 


” Smoke and Blazes” 

$ 30.00 

Schedules 

20.00 

Pictures 

4.00 

Outings 

5.00 

Postage 

2.00 

Fire Insurance 

20.00 

G.M.C. Dues 

30.00 

Trails and Shelters 

485.00 

Total — 

$596.00 


Mr. Lincoln Isham donated 


Spring work parties. 

The following officers were 
elected : 

President: Raymond Catozzi 
Vice-President: Harold Valiauette 
Secy .-Treas . : Churchill Scott. 

A vote of thanks was given to 
Eleanor Walker for the fifteen 
years of faithful service she has 
given as Secretary-Treasurer. 

A resolution to change the manner 
of appointing Trustees was discuss- 
ed, but we came to the conclusion 
that the present method is best. 

After the meeting, Dr. J. D. 
Schultz, who lives in Ludlow, gave 
a talk on the two years he spent 
in Alaska as a member of the U.S. 
Public Health Service. The talk 
and the slides were enjoyed by 
everyone. Coffee, pie, cake and 
samples of smoked salmon, which 
Dr. Schultz brought from Alaska, 
were served later. 

We wish to thank Vera Perkins 
and her helpers for making our 
evening so enjoyable. 


Feb. 12th to be used as we think 
best. A discussion was held to 
see if a fund for trail and shelter 
maintenance could be started with 
a portion of this generous gift. 

The outings for the Spring and 
Summer weekends were chosen, and 
the new schedule is included in 
this issue of ’’Smoke and Blazes”. 

We decided that the annual sugar 
party would be held as usual. 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

The Trails and Shelters Committee 
must again remind each and every 
member that the condition of our 
section of the Long Trail depends 
upon the willingness of each one of 
us to help maintain and improve it. 

The following work parties are 
planned: March 11 - Buff urn 

March 25 - Sunny side 
April 15 - Gov. Clement 
April 29 - Clarendon 

Any folks able to help can 
contact Churchill Scott at 
PR 5-5720 for details. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 


ATTENTION WINTER HIKERS’. 


An Executive Board meeting was j 

held at Craigue Perkins’ on Feb. 8, | . George R, Ellwood, 61 Baxter 

Craigue, Mary and Vera Perkins, j St., Tel. PR 3-8521 has a brand 
Janet Martin, Mary Isbell, Harold ! new P air of Tubbs snowshoes with 
Valiquette, Ray Catozzi and Churchill^ a ^ nesses Tor sale at a reasonable 
Scott were present. j price, 

Janet Martin gave up her job as ) 

Editor of Smoke and Blazes because 
of her many other responsibilities. i 
She will serve as our reporter for | 
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SUNNYSIDE HIKE 
By 

Churchill Scott 

On a sub-zero morning in the 
middle of Jan., a small group of 
G.M.C. hikers made the regular 
winter hike to sunnyside. 

We had visions of a cold windy 
day, but after leaving our car at t}ie 
iron bridge, putting on our packs 
and starting up the hill, we warmed 
up fast. The group was very con- 
genial. We put on our snowshoes .. 
near spring Lake Ranch and soon 
reached Sunnyside - too soon for me 

The sun broke through, scatter- 
ing the storm clouds, and the tem- 
perature rose quickly. The camp 
was found to be in good condition- 
with all the windows intact and a 
good supply of firewood. 

Everything seemed to work in our 
favor that day. We all enjoyed a 
nice snug camp, good food and 
pleasant company. It was hard to 
leave, but more fun was in store 
for us as we slid down the hills, 
bouncing off banks every once in a 
while . 

We all agreed that it would be 
good to see more folks interested 
in coming out every other week to 
enjoy the fresh air, blue sky and 
bright sunshine of a cool winter dajr. 

CLARENDON LODGE 
By 

Barbara and Judy Allard 

On a beautiful day with clean 
fresh snow end a blue sky, only 
six people came to snowshoe into 
Clarendon Lodge. Arriving at the 
start of the trail, we found some- 
one had broken it for us. We made 
several stops for photographs be- 
fore we got to the camp. Ben 
Ralston and two friends had spent 
the night there. They had the fire 
going and the camp all warmed up. 

On went the coffee pot, and we were! 
ready to eat. Just as we were start- 
ing, a group came in from Springfield 
- and then another party of six! 

Now the eating got a little crowded 

After lunch, some of us took a 
walk up the road. There, we found 


many animal tracks. The greens, 
browns and blues of the trees 
against the dazzling snow made 
us want to stay there a few weeks. 

When we got back to the shelter 
for a final cup of coffee, a party 
of five - and then another couple - 
arrived* This was a grand total of 
thirty for the day! 

Though a few others claimed to 
have found the lodge messy, we 
found it clean and, of course 
kept it that way. 

WINTER WEEKEND 
By 

Betty V/eeks and Frances Roberts 

On a spring-like day in Feb., 
three carloads of Springfield GMC- 
ers arrived at Tall Timber for the 
long awaited Winter Weekend. We 
were met by the hospitable Perkins 
family and other Killington Section 
members who already had lunch start- 
ed. We pulled our sleeping gear on 
toboggans through the melting snow, 
around the pond, to the log cabins 
in the beautiful evergreen woods. 

By the time we were settled and had 
fires going to warm the cabins, it 
was time to return to the farm 
house for delicious beef stew. 

During the afternoon, one group 
snowshoe d into T u cker returning 
late with two puppies which had 
hitchhiked on their snowshoes for 
the last three miles. Others to- 
bogganed, skiied and showshoed on 
forest trails or told stories a- 
round the wood stove in the comfort- 
able farm house living room. By 
mid-afternoon, about 40 had arrived 
to enjoy the Winter Weekend - groups 
coming from V/orcester, Mass., 
Schenectady ,N.Y. , Springfield, Vt. 
and, of course, Rutland. 

After enjoying Craigue Perkins’ 
Long Trail slides during the even- 
ing, we groped our way by flash- 
light through the drizzle up to 
our cabins. Exhausted after a day 
in the out-of-doors, we crawled 
into our sleeping bags. The crash- 
ing of pots and pans and ski poles 
jolted us out of our deep sleep, 
and we found our temporary clothes 
line, fixed for drying mittens and 
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socks, had collapsed. We rose in j 
time for the 7:30 breakfast. The 
weather had cleared up enough for 
us to take some pictures before 
going home. 


Dicky Roberts gave the version of 
the younger set this way: 

"This year's Winter Weekend, an 
experience shared by about 35 peopl 
and two D.P. canines, will probably 
be remembered by me primarily be- 
cause of the things I’d rather for- 
get, namely, wet feet, a cold night 
and bad weather. Not that I didn’t 
have a nice time l When 35 people 
get together, there is combined 
friendliness and warmth that can 
dry even my feet and disperse any 
rain-cloud” . 


e 
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ABOUT FOLKS WE KNOW 

Congratulations to Cecile and 
Emile Boselli on the birth of a 
son, Kevin Emile, Jborn Jan. 29, 1961. 
The Boselli’s, who formerly .lived in 
Rutland, built the suspension bridge 
in clarendon. They now live in Ohijo 
but are still members of G.M.C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Bell are the 
proud grandparents of little Anne 
Marie Daley, born Tuesday, Feb. 21, 
1961. The parents are Mr. and Mrs. 
George Henry Daley of Bennington. 

1961 MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Judy Allard 
Helen Bailey 
Bennett Bell 
Miriam Bell 
Anne E. Berg 
Lucy Bishop 
Pat Bruneau 
Harriot M. Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
Myrtle Bitz 
Hedrick Cahee 
Raymond Catozzi 
Stephen C. Clapp 
Sally Crocker 
EdithEwald 
Hans J. Fritsch 
Frances Green 
Robert Hathaway 
Suzanne Hathaway 
Mary C. Isbell 
George Kirk 


John Martin 
Janet Martin 
Betsy Martin 
Carol Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Tom Martin 
Florence Mitchell 
William Mitchell 
Margot Montague 
William Montague 
Maxine Newhall 
Pearle Nichols 
Craighe Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Ben Rolston 
J 0 hn Reynolds 
Richard Roberts 
Mrs. Richard Roberts 
Richard Roberts, Jr. 

Charles E. Sabourin 
Gerald Sabourin 
Mary Pat Sabourin 
Michelle Sabourin 
Dr. J. Donald Schultz 
G. J. Stannsrd, Jr. 

G. J. Stennard III 
Harold Valiauette 
Thelma Valiquette 
Florence Van Wyck 
Eleanor Walker 
William S. Wardsworth 
Luise Wadsworth 
Lori Wadsworth 
William Wadsworth III 
Mrs. Lloyd Weeks 
Diane Wilder 
Donald Wilder 
Richard Wilder 

DON’T FORGET’. DUES ARE DUE. 


TREASURER'S REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING December 31, I960 


RECEIPTS 


Cash on hand Jan. 1, I960 $325*26 
Received from dues 134*50 
Received a balance on 1959 Rummage Sale 1.26 
Received from I960 Rummage sale 158.00 
Donations to Buff urn Shelter Fund 11.80 
Sold 1 copy of ” Cooking on the Long Trail" *10 
Interest on the money in the Bank 8.12 
Received from the Sugar Party 16.00 
Sold 5 Emblems 2.50 
Received from the sale of Guide Books 16.50 


Total $674*04 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Expense of Annual Meeting $ 5*00 

Trails and Shelters expense - 

Paid to Churchill scott and Ray Catozzi 

for tools and materials to repair shelters 46.53 

Paid Outing Committee for coffee, cocoa, t>ream and sugar 3*99 

Paid for Outing Schedules 19.25 

Postage 2,00 

Expense of ’’Smoke and Blazes” 28.45 

Cost of Printing colored slides for album 1.28 

Balance paid on Winter week-end expense 3*21 

Paid to Main Club for Guide Books 10.00 

Fire insurance on Sunnyside and Clarendon shelters 12.60 

Dues to the Main Club 27*95 


Total $160.26 


Cash on hand Dec. 31, I960 - $513.78 


Respectfully submitted 
M. Eleanor Walker 


Treasurer 
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Sat. May 20 - MT. AEOLUS, Dorset 
(Formerly Green Peak) 

Mt. Aeolus is a good hike for 
anyone interested in paves. There 
are also a few old quarries to look 
into, if you intend to go into the 
cave, bring a warm jacket, as it 
is rather chilly in there. Leaving i 
Meldon at nine. Come help us look 
for spring flowers. 

Sat. May 27 - ANNUAL MEETING 

Our Annual Meeting will be held 
at the Long Trail Lodge, starting 
with a coffee hour at ten A.M. The 
general meeting starts at eleven 
and runs to about twelve. The 
Lodge v;ill then serve lunch to any- 
one who wishes it. After lunch, 
another meeting will be held until 
two o'clock. Then the trustees 
will meet in the chalet, and all 
others are free to explore the 
woods and trails around there. 

The evening meal will be served 
at six, and if you can't make it, 
try to get to the surprise enter- 
tainment after dinner. Come and 
see how things are doing in the 
G.M.C, 
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Sun. May 28 - PICO CaMP 

The Club has a nice new camp on 
Pico. If you haven't seen it, 
why not come and look things over. 
Pico has some beautiful views, 
and the one from the camp is well 
w cu-Ju one climb. We'll be leaving 
Meldon School at nine. Come and 
join us. 

Sun. June 11 - LITTLE POCK POND 

Leaving at nine. We'll head on 
for one of the favorite trips. The 
first swimming hike of the season 
(if you're brave). If not, you 3an 
always wade or watch* 

Sat. & Sunday June 21 + & 25 i- 
CAMEL'S HUMP 

This is a go-as-you-please 
type hike. You can go Sat. and 
stay over night in one of the camps 
or just go for one day. Camel's 
Hump has one of the most beautiful 
views in the state (or so I hear). 
Chances are we'll meet some other 
sections. Plan to come. 

Sat. July 8 - DORSET PEAK 

Dorset Peak is a first time hike. 
Cancelled last year. We should have 
a good time exploring. Who knows 
What we'll find? So be ready to-' 
leave Meldon at eight. 
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NOTICE: LAST ISSUE sent tp I960 

members. P ease send your $2.00 
membership dues for 1961 to C. W. 
Scott, 132 Maple St. Rutland, Vt. 
if you wish to receive forthcoming 
issues of ’’Smoke & Blazes”. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club is scheduled 
this year for Sat., May 27. I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
urge all Killington Section members 
who are able to attend this meeting, 
to do so. 

Of particular interest to us 
all will be the voting on proposed 
changes in the by-laws concerning 
the election of trustees. These 
proposed changes were discussed at 
the annual meeting of the Killington 
Section held last January, at the 
written request of G.M.C. President 
Don Kent. There, a resolution was 
passed stating our desire to leave 
the election of trustees as it has 
been in the past - that is, elected 
at large from no particular section. 

A draft of these proposed changes 
will appear in the May issue of 
Long Trail News, so all will have 
an opportunity to study their pros 
and cons. If it was your desire 
last January to leave these by-laws 
as they are, and if you still feel 
this way after reading and studying 
the proposed changes in the News, 
then you should, by all means, 
attend this GMC annual meeting May 
27th and vote for the status quo. 

In past years the Killington 
Section attendance at the annual 
GMC meetings has been far from 
satisfactory, considering the prox- 
imity of the meeting place - the 
Long Trail Lodge, so let us make 
a mark on our calendar and reserve 
May 27 for this all important meeting 

There will also be time for 
short hikes in the immediate area 
following the afternoon session. 
Dinner in the Long Trail Lodge 
dining room, and entertainment in 
the evening will complete the day. 
Killington section will host a hike 
to Pico Lodge on Sunday, May 28th. 

See you there! 

Ray Catozzi, President 
Killington Section 


TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

The Trails and Shelters Committee 
has been quite active for the past 
two months. Ben Ralston has spent 
a number of weekends working on the 
trail, so far, he has completely 
covered the section from the upper 
Cold River road south to the Gulf 
Road. 

The following are work parties 
scheduled May through July. 

Sat. - May 13 Sun*. - June 18 
Sun. - May 21 Sun. - July 2 
Sun* - May 28 
Sat. - June 3 

We wish to thank all who have 
taken part in the past work parties 
and hope more of you will join us 
when warm weather comes. Contact 
V/. Churchill Scott. Phone 5-5720 
for more complete information. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

This month’s executive meeting was 
held at Craigue Perkins’ house. 
President Ray Catozzi announced 
that Jack Martin had added 15 
new slides to the Killington 
Section collection, bringing it 
to a total of 55. The Trail was 
reported to be in good condition. 
Clarendon bridge is scheduled to 
be repaired, April 29th, if all 
goes well. The location of Buffum 
Shelter is still to be decided. 
Craigue Perkins will handle the 
purchase of lumber for this new 
shelter, and a new stove is in 
cold storage until the time Buffum 
Lodge is completed. The damage at 
Cooper Lodge was discussed, and a 
trip to White Rocks was suggested 
as an Autumn hike. 

Membership was reported to 
have fallen short of the i960 total 
A committee was formed to phone 
delinquent members. 
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STON35Y BROOK SHELTER TRIP 
By 

Craigue Perkins 

Well, we "dood it l” After fail- 
ing on two previous occasions to 
locate the Stoney Brook Shelter, we 
finally found it. It must have 
been sitting right there all the 
time. 

Of course, the Perennial 
Pessimist was sure we wouldn’t get 
within miles of the place, but we 
paid no attention to him. 

Bare ground in Rutland, and 
when we loaded snowshoes into the 
car, Doc. Beale raised both eye- 
brows. However, there was still 
snow in them thar hills. 

The road up Stoney Brook was 
in very good condition. No snow, 
and not thawed enough to be muddy. 
We drove in about three miles and 
then took to the snowshoes „ 

We reached No Town and decided 
which of four roads was the most 
likely route. In about a quarter 
of a mile we came to another clear- 
ing and had to choose between two 
roads. While discussing the 
situation, somebody glanced around, 
and there in the bushes was the 
long sought shelter. "You can’t 
miss it" . 

We found a lot of dry wood, and 
soon coffee water was hot. Later, 
Churchill Scott got out his trusty 
saw and we worked up some more fire 
wood. Not satisfied with this ex- 
ertion, he then read to us from a 
book about the history of Pittsford 
and we voted "yes". 

vre had just returned to the errs 
when who should arrive but Presiden 
Catozzi. Ray said, "7/ell, it was a 
nice day for a ride anyway". 



TOPPER - OOP! - TUCKER 
By 

W. Churchill Scott 

The main purpose of this hike 
was to carry a new stove into the 
shelter, but that failed to arrive 
on time (it arrived the following 
day) . Nevertheless we had a very 
good sized group to help with the 
other repairs. 

It was good to see Fred Field, 
who brought part of his scout 
Troop. There were also some Cub 
Scouts. Seventeen hikers in all. 

After a good hot meal, the 
window frames were repaired, and 
plans were made to do extensive 
repairs to the floor and founda- 
tion as soon as the snow disapp- 
ears - 

Two of the more hardy souls 
snowshoed over the Blue Trail to 
the Elbow Road and down to meet 
the returning cars, bringing to a 
close a very enjoyable winter 
outing, 

SUGAR-ON- SNOW PARTY 
By 

Florence Van Wyck 

On Sunday, April 9th, the 
annual Sugar-On-Snow party was 
again held on the third floor of 
Vera Perkins’ home. 

Some thirty members and guests 
of all ages gathered together to 
partake of the sugar -on- snow, 
pickles, doughnuts and coffee. 

The boiled syrup and steaming 
hot coffee we re served by several 
willing volunteers, and soon 
everyone was relaxed and enjoying 
the feast. 

We girls enjoyed the many 
interesting dolls and other toys 
Vera and Amy played with as little 
girls . 

We would like to take the 
opportunity to thank all those who 
helped make this party a success, 
particularly Vera and Amy Perkins. 
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BALD MT. and RED ROCKS 

By 

Vera Perkins 

Where were you all on Saturday 
April 22nd? since you weren’t 
with us for this early Spring 
hike, we will take you along now. 

Here we are, all four of us, 
at Meldon school at 10 A.M. 

As there is still enough snow 
on the mountains to make difficult 
walking, we decide on a change 
from the planned route. Instead of 
going to Bald Mountain, down over 
Red Rocks to the old Girl Scout 
Camp, we will drive to the cement 
bridge on Cold River and follow the 
old road all the way. 

This is an interesting road, as 
it goes up in easy stages toward 
the foot of the mountain. As we 
follow along around the mountain, 
we find frequent forks in the 
road where v e must make a choice. 

Nov; lunch time is approaching } 
so we find a sheltered spot, hang 
the tarplin between two trees on 
the windward side and make our 
campfire. Soon we are enjoying 
coffee and sandwiches. 

After lunch, we again take 
to the road which, supri singly 
enough, is clear of snow and dry. 

We hear the sound of water, and 
looking down from the top of the 
steep bank, we are following along, 
we catch glimpses of the river 
rushing along far below us. 

Comes 3 P.M., and we still 
have net reached our objective. 
Perhaps we made a wrong chice at 
one of the road branches. Opinion 
is divided. Shall we go on further 
or turn back now? 

Finally it is decided that one 
of the party will wait here for 
half an hour while the others who 
wish to go on will see where 15 
minutes further advance brings 
them. Three of us take off at a 
fast pace and, sure enough, in 
just 15 minutes, we are opposite 
the Girl scout camp entrance. 


Now, at a somewhat slower pace, 
we are returning. Taking the 
wrong braneh at one fork, we almost 
pass by our waiting companion. 

The return trip is made without 
incident. Even the rain obligingly 
holds off. 

It is 5:45 P.M. , and we are back 
in Rutland after a relaxing and 
rewarding day. Now aren’t you 
sorry you didn’t come along? 


NEW MEMBERS 

Barbara Allard 
John David Allard 
Mary Elizabeth Allard 
Jimmie Catozzi 
John Catozzi 
Polly Crocker 
Mrs. Herbert Fostman 
Helen E. prink 
Joel Mumfcrd 
M in or v a Hinch ey 
Ann Reynolds 
Georgs Reynolds 
V, Churchill Scott 
Car-dice Jean Scott 
Robert Irving Scott 
Patricia Sabourin 
John E Sickman, Jr. 
Eard V, r hedon 
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Sat. July 29 - PLEIAD LAKE 


Our group will be leaving from 
Meldon school at ton Saturday morn- 
ing for Lake Pleiad. The lake is a 
good place for sunning and swimming. 
The trip may also include a stop-off 
at Texas Falls, a favorite we hove 
not visited in some years. Come 
along and bring your swim-suit. 

Sun. Aug. 13 - WALLINGFORD POND 

Next trip is to Wallingford Pond, 
otherwise known as Spectacle Pond. 
We'll be leaving Meldon about ten 
o'clock. This is the last on the 
current schedule of hikes. A new 
schedule is forthcoming, Hope to 
see you soon. 


Meanwhile, don't forget to 
make plans for attending the 
Intersectional. Details in.-wst 
irss»e. r 



ANNUAL MEETING 
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Following a coffee hour, the 
annual meeting of Green Mountain 
Club was called to order May 27, 
196lat 11:05 A.M. at the Long 
Trail Lodge by President Don Eent. 
Reports of the various sections 
were read, and accounts of activi- 
ties and trail conditions were 
given. The rebuilding of Mad Tom 
Shelter, vandalism in the Burling- 
ton section, and the Intersectional 
Outing at Camp Plymouth were dis- 
cussed, and appropriate plans were 
mode to take care of these things. 

John Vondell reported that the 
official count of End-toEnders 
is now at 107. 

After lunch the meeting was 
reconvened at 2:00 P.M. Ted 
Goddard reported for the Trust 
Fund Commission. The main theme 
was the renewal of the Trust Fund 
Contract for a period of 10 years. 
Mr. Stevens invited the G.M.C. to 
host the Appli chian Trail con- 
ference in Manchester in 1964. 
Craigue Perkins will assist Mr. 
Cleveland of Randolph in estab- 
lishing a new Randolph Section of 
G.M.C. 


Two excellent programs of slides 
and motion pictures were presented in 
the afternoon and after dinner. 


TRUSTEES i/EETING 


The Trustees Meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club Inc. was call- 
ed to order at 4:20 P.M. , follow- 
ing the annual meeting, by 
retiring President Don Kent. 


The following officers were 
elected for the coming year: 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Auditor 


J Q hn Vondell 
Ben Rolston 
Ted Goddard 
H. Gale Spaulding 


Next, repairs and improvements 
of various shelters were 
discussed. 


Retiring President Don Kent 
then turned the symbol of office, 
the gavel, over to incoming 
President J'ohn Vondell, who 
adj'ourned the meeting at 5:30 P.M. 

PICO HIKE 


The nominating committee, 
headed by J'ohn Vondell, proposed 
the following names of members 
who were elected to the respective 
offices : 

Trustees: (5) Roy Buchanan 

Harlan Farnsworth 
Miss Marion Hardy 
William Bartlett 
Raymond Cetczzi 
Clerk - Don Kent 

Corresp.Se 0 * Miss Minerva Hinchey 

After much discussion, the 
proposed changes in the by-laws 
regarding the election of trustees 
were passed end -will go into 
effect Jan. 1, 1962. 


What a veautiful day for a hike! 
And whet a contrast to Sat’s, 
weather! The activities were evon 
more interesting than usual. One 
group went up the chair list which 
Mr, Smith ran especially for them. 
Another took s new stove up to 
Cooper Lodge on Killington Peak 
and cleared the trail on the way 
back. A few people went all the 
way to the tower and visited with 
the new Fire Warden. The rest 
j'ust hiked. And what fun they had! 

Craigue Perkins was host at 
the Tall Timbers Camp for visitors 
who stayed overnight for this 
hike . 
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LITTLE ROCKY POND 


This was a trip through Mud- 
ville following a week of rainy 
weather. Two of us silly females 
wore old worn-out footwear be- 
cause our new hiking shoes were too 
nice and shiney to soil just yet. 
Ofcourse the clod-hoppers sank 
before long. Somehow we lost them 
end had to wallow barefoot in the 
bog to retrieve them. Eleanor 
Walker walked ahead and told us 
when to leave the trail and where 
the dry ground was. The Martins 
carried their baby and their little 
girl through it all. 

Little Rocky Pond was unusually 
beautiful and in the most lovely 
stage of spring. But alasi some 
careless outlander had burnt the 
front logs of the shelter when he 
had evidently moved the outdoor 
fireplace inside finder the roof of 
the shelter) and had built a fire 
during a storm. Fortunately this 
shelter is maintained by the 
Forestry Service. Tack Martin 
moved the fireplace back where it 
Delongs « 

The return trip was easy hiking. 
We kept meeting more members who 
got a late start. Two coeds from 
College were with our group. They 
were here working with the children 
in our hospital as part of their 
practice teaching program. 


A family party from Pennsylvania, 
father and three sons, joined us 
for a short time in the morning. 
Their original plan was to get to 
the Long Tr^il and spend most of 
the day hiking, but the dubious 
weather caused them to decide to 
investigate activities at Killing- 
ton Bpsin instead. 

Mary and Craigue Perkins arrived 
in time to eat their lunch with us, 
and, taking a short breather from 
business at Tall Timber, stayed to 
relax end chat a while before the 
fire* 

Late in the afternoon ’’The Mar- 
tins” and ’’The Hudsons” (their 
Sunday company from UVM Summer 
School) , came in, bringing their 
picnic supper. Before supper, how- 
ever , the really young set, taking 
advantage of a few minutes of 
’almost sun), indulged in the only 
swimming of the day. The water 
was warm, but a chilly wind made 
the fire doubly welcome after 
their dip. 

A.fter supper the families piled 
into their cars for the trip back 
to Summer School, and we closed 
camp. 

Thus ended another GMC outing, 
rather different than our others 
at Chittenden Pond, but a pleasant 
one nevertheless. 


Other hikes previously scheduled 
were canceled. 


C.V. CAMP OUTING 

f - ( 

The law of averages finally 
caught up with* the Chittenden. 

Pond Outing, and for the first 
time , t&e weather was uncoopera- 
tive for our day at the C.V. 
camp. The skies were dark and 
overcast, and mist hung low on 
the mountains for most of the day. 


SWINGING BRIDGE 

After a span of over two years 
the Trails and Shelters committee 
can report that the bridge over 
Mill River has been repaired. 

Ray Catozzi, George R e ynolds, 
and Churchill Scott worked one 


full weekend in helping George 
Holden and Donsld Schmidt cut 
cable, remove broken suspenders, 
level up the cat-walk, and tight- 
en up the various fasteners. 

Now we feel that even the most 
timid can walk over this bridge 
and feel secure in the knowledge 
that it will not collapse while he 
takes the next step. 


WORK PARTIES 

The Trails and Shelters Comm- 
ittee has only had two work parties 
since the last report. Bill Mit- 
chell and Churchill Scott spent a 
very pleasant Sunday cleaning trail 
from Governor Clement shelter north 
toward Killington Peak. About one 
mile of trail was taken care of, 
brush clipped, blow-downs cut out, 
and arrows replaced. 

During the next week Ray Catozzi 
and Churchill Scott spent an after- 
noon working the the same spot. At 
this time a steady two hours was 
spent, and then, when it was time 
to return, it took only seven min- 
utes to cover the length of trail 
that was improved. One can see 
how many man hours of hard work it 
will take to cover the 4«1 miles of 
tr?il between Cooper Lodge and Gov. 
Clement Shelter. This is the part 
of our trail the Killington section 
is responsible for keeping in A-l 
condition. 

In spite of the numerous work 
parties listed in "Smoke and Blazes" 
only three members spent any time 
attending these. It seems very hard 
to believe that out of about 70 
members we are unable to get more 
than 3 people to show the GMC 
what we can do to make the 
Inter sectional an enjoyable one 
from a hiking standpoint. Ben 
Ralston deserves a vote of thanks 
for all he has done in addition to 
all the other parts of trail he 
has worked on this season. 


Ben has also prepared very de- 
tailed instructions on how to 
reach Baker Peak, via a new trail 
he has cut from the U.S.E.S. Lake 
Trail to Griffith Lake below Denby. 
H6 has also made some forms to 
report recent trail and camp 
conditions. If anyone is anxious 
to have these two items contact 
Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St., 
Rutland, Vt. 


FOLKS WE KNOW 

We have received word of the 
birth of a son, Mark William, to 
Dr. and Mrs. William E. Allard of 
Crow Agency, Montana. Dr. Allard 
is a former GMC'er. 

W. Churchill Scott received an 
award from the American Red Cross 
for giving 50 pints of blood over a 
period of time. Congratulations 
also on your new son, Kim shap^y 
Scott, Churchill. 

in case you didn't know, Barbara 
Allard and Miriam, Rachel and 
Charlotte Bell are exhibiting their 
paintings at the Rutland Museum of 
the Arts, July 16 - Aug. 13 . 


NEW MEMBERS 

Martha Adams 
Ricky Charlton 
Jean S. Davies 
Wilson F. Fowle , Jr. 
Stephen Durkee 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Anne Perkins 
David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Tim Perkins 
Ellen Russell 


GR.EEN MOUNTAIN CLUB INTERSECTIONAL WEEK-ECHO LAKE, TYSON. VERMO NT 

THE TIME -Mondav r August 28 through Monday, September 4,1961, 

-~_.r~r~ 1 hs Calvin Cooiidge Council, Boy Scouts of America, has 

kindly given us ths use oi facilities or Camp Plymouth, on the east 
side of tcno Lake in Tyson, Vt, (1 mile from village center and 
store), facilities include large meeting hail, piped mountain spring 
water, 14 open front shelters, and a babbling mountain stream near 
some _ of^the camp sites. Camp reservation is 265 acres with trails to 
nearby hills. Good beaches and swimming, boats and raft. Ample area 
ror tents, lhis camp does not have cook houses like last year, so 
campers should come prepared to cook on their own stoves, or on small 
open fires. We wi "! ^ fn^nieh r’./ iaj 



furnish dry wood. 

ACTIVITIES- Lots of fun for 3ii ages. Hiking 
caffip'iny-, — swimming, boating, loafing, 
swapping hiking experiences, badminton, 
ping pong, and whatever else you like. We 
are planning on hikes to Mt. Killington, 
Mt. Ckemo, a day on the LONG TRAIL near" 
Cold River and south to Clarendon Camp 
and Gorge. A day around Plymouth and the 
new Cooiidge Cheese Factory, At one time 
gold was mined in this area, so we plan to 
explore for some by panning in local- 
streams . 

AFTER SUPPER GET-TOGETHER - We plan to meet 
each evening in the large new dining hall 


outside for a campfire 


j 4* U - . 
at- 
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Ring, We will have singing, story telling, 
and movies, both educational, and 
entertaining, A special surprise colored 
slide showing, by one of our good members. 
One night will be "Show Your Best Slides 


\.V 


Nite". Will each of you "Shutterbugs" 


15 




"L- 


bring 10 or 12 of your choice slides of 
outdoor life, and we will have a projector 
and screen ready to show them. Musical 
talent will be appreciated too. so brmcj 
your instruments. 


FUR. CAMPING -Brrnq your own rood, eating and cooking utensils, hiking 
and camping clothes, swim suits, bedding, and tents. There will be 
14 shelters which sleep 5 comfortably. Please write Robert Humes, 

50 Miles St., Millbury, Mass., to reserve shelter. Bring stove, or 
fireplace grate, and camp refrigerator. Food stores are in iyson 


or Ludlow, (5 miles), 

C OST TO YOU -A charge of 504 
per person/night or $1.00 
per family per night, or $5.00 
for whole week per family. 

HOW YOU GET TO CAMP- Camp is 
located one mile northeast 
of Tyson, just off Route 100 
5 miles north of Ludlow, 'v't. 
-LudLow and Route 100 from 
southeast or north is reached 
best via Route 103. New York 
or Conn. folks will find Route 
7 north to Wallingford Vt. 
then east on 140 to Route 103 
best. As you approach Tyson look 
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for hcho Lake Inn at center, and 
cross the cement bridge to the east. 
This road with one left turn will 
take you to camp area. Be on look- 
out i or G.M.C. signs. / 
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Sat. Sept. 16 - 


BAKEp PEAK 


This week we try a new trail. 

Ben Rolston did the heavy job of 
making and blazing it. Now it 
needs to be packed down. Ben also 
made a map with very good direc-. - 
tions, and they say that there is 
a good view. So bring the binoc- 
ulars l Leaving Meldon at 9 o’ clock, q t nr+ _ oatttt.t’ itt 
and we hope to see you all. Sat# 0ct * 21 CALLl1 ^ A LI 


Sat. Oct* 14 - MOUNT AEOLEUS 

Wear old clothes and bring a 
flashlight if you have any inten- 
tion of exploring the cave on the 
mountain. There are old quarries 
to look into also. This will be a 
nice easy hike of not more than 
four miles. Leave at nine o’clock. 


RUMMAGE 


Sun. Oct. 1 - MENTION PEAK 
This promises to be a long 
(around eight miles) rugged hike. 
We will start at Clement Shelter 
and go to Consultation Point. 
There we will leave the trail and 
follow the height of land west. 
Should be exciting. Take a light 
pack and meet us at Meldon at 
nine o’clock. Total hike - about 
eight miles. Should try to learn 
the story of Consultation Point. 




Now is the time to go through those 
closets, cupboards, attics, etc. to 
collect any and all items you have 
no use for which could be donated 
to our Rummage Sale. 

Remember, this is our one big 
money making event for the year, and 
its success depends on you. 

This year we have a change of 
location, as the Neighborhood 
Rooms are no longer available. We 
expect to have the use of the 
former Adams & Noe store, corner 
of State and Grove Sts. This 
should be an excellent location, 
being near the parking lot and 
with good show windows to afford 
additional publicity. With all 
this, we might even top last year’s 
record! 


As usual, we will be on hand allj 
day Friday, Oct. 20th, to receive j 
your donations and get things 
organized and priced. The change j 
of location will make some additi- ; 
onal problems in preparations, so i 
we will need plenty of help. Any- j 
one who can give some assistance 
please contact Vera, Mary, or 
Craigue Perkins. 

Remember that dishes, household j 
equipment, nic-nacs and so on are 
good sellers as well as clothing 
and such items as bedspreads, 
curtains etc. 

Proceeds of the sale will go 
toward the expense of rebuilding 
Buffum. The lumber for this is 
already on hand, and we hope the 
shelter will be built this fall. 

All together now, let's have 
the cooperation we had last year 
and we can't miss! 

I 

Sat. Oct. 28 - COVERED DISH 
SUPPER - BEECHW00D 

This year we have an addition 
to the supper - an afternoon hike. ■ 
A group will leave Beechwood about j 
2 PM for "The Bump". If you don’t | 
know where that is, come early and ; 
find out. 

You’ll be back in time for 
supper, naturally. We will have a 
large selection of good food to 
appease your appetite. After supp- 
er, there will be an entertainment* 

Call V e ra Perkins for reserva- 
tions by Thursday, Oct. 26th. Her 
number is PR 3-2941* Supper at 
six-thirty. See you therej 


EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

i 

The Executive Board of the 
Killington Section hold a meeting 
recently at Tall Timbers. Ray 
Catozzi, Craigue, Mary end Vera 
Perkins, Eleanor Walker, Barbara 
Allard and Churchill Scott spent a 
very pleasant evening around the 
fire at the Perkins’ cottage. 

The construction of the new 
camp at Buffum was the most impor- j 
tant subject covered. Ray has 
received permission from the owners; 
of the land. Craigue has ordered the; 
lumber, and construction will start! 
as soon as possible. After much i 


controversy during the past year, 
it was finally decided to build it 
in the same location* 

The fall and winter schedule of 
activities was drawn up, and the 
meeting came to a close as the 
last of the dying embers of our 
fire faded into the darkness. We 
all agreed that membership in the 
Killington section becomes more 
enjoyable each year. 


WORK PARTIES 

There have been a number of 
trail cleaning work parties during 
the past month, so now we con say 
our section is in good condition. 

Ben Rolston has finished from Gov. 
Clement Shelter to the Gulf Road. 

The other have gotten the rest of 
our section cut out and cleared. 

Now we are all looking forward 
to building a new closed camp at 
Buffum. This will add another snug, 
warm camp to visit while the cold 
winter winds blow. 


INTERSECTION^!. DOINGS 
By Ann Reynolds 

If the rest of the 1961 Inter- 
sectional was as full of fun and 
friendliness as the last two days, 
which we attended, we know every- 
one must have enjoyed it. The 
setting on Echo Lake, with its 
many trees and surrounding mountains 
was beautiful, and the facilities 
of the Boy Scout camp were excellent 
Many members worked hard to provide 
an outstanding program to make 
everyone comfortable, 

A grand total of 177 were re- 
gistered during the eight days, 
with 37 members-at-large account- 
ing for the largest number. Burl- 
ington Section with 31 and Kill- 
ington Section with 28, were two 
of the largest groups. 

On Sunday, campers had a choice 
of several scheduled hikes, as 
they had throughout the week. Ben 
Roylston led a group to Baker Peak 
and hiked out along the Long Trail 
while the less ambitious visited a 
nearby abandoned gold mine. Two 
tardy ’day ers’ spent the whole 
afternoon at Plymouth and did . 
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HOt reach the camp until after 
dark. 

Sunday night the new Memorial 
Hall dining room was again the 
gathering place for singing and 
slides. Terry Gulick, who works 
at the Coolidge cheese factory in 
Plymouth, read an interesting 
article about the gold mining in 
that area. The previous night 
John Vondell had shown some of his 
favorite slides - his work often 
appears in " Vermont Life" « 

Swimming in the lake was always 
an attraction, especially when 
hikers came down from the Trail, 
hot and dusty. And GMC'ers were 
always ready for impromptu pranks— 
as on Monday morning, when a group 
decided to give Larry Dean the 
"cold water treatment”, because he 
had waked then up every other morn- 
ing. Larry foiled their plans, 
however, by crawling out of his 
tent just as they started to drip 
water on him. Practical joker Don 
Kent was continually thinking up 
tricks, such as substituting raw 
eggs for hard-cooked ones in his 
tentmate’s trail lunch, and putting 
coconuts in sleeping bags. 

No hikes were scheduled for 
Monday, because people were leav- 
ing throughout the day, but a group 
of us did make the trip to the gold 
mine. No gold on this trip, but 
there was talk of the GMC’s "gold 
reserve" -- a few flecks in a 
bottle — which had been gathered 
on an earlier panning expedition. 

The Martins had come over for 
the day, after spending four days 
camping here earlier in the week, 
and we joined them for a swim. 

"/hen we left late in the afternoon, 
Chairman Bob Humes, Roy and Mrs. 
Buchanan and Don Kent and others 
remained to do the cleanup work. 

Once again we were impressed by 
the easygoing friendliness and 
helpfulness of GMC members and by 
the fact that the Club’s activities 
are enjoyed by so many of all ages 
and varied occupations. 


WALLINGFORD POND 
By Florence Van Wyck 

On Sunday, the 13th of August 
some 23 people met at Meldon school]. 
We were happy to see Ella and Hons j 


Fritsch.Killington Section members 
from Copiague, N.Yi, who were 
vacationing at Tall Timber. We 
hadn’t seen them since last Aug. 
at Chittenden Pond. Hans brought 
along his telescope which he set 
upi This aided him in observing 
any birds end wild life which 
might be around. 

It was a clear $ cool day, for 
a change, and we drove to Walling- 
ford, turned off Route 7 at 
V/fellingford Inn and up 140. Instead 
of turning to the White Rocks 
picnic area, we followed the road 
up Sugar Hill beyond the Cemetery 
until we came to a sign marked 
"2 miles to Wallingford Pond", 

Next, we turned right and followed 
that road until we couldn’t drive 
any farther, so we parked and hiked 
the rest of the way, - a good 2 mile 

Arriving at our destination, we 
were met by two interesting fisher- 
men who had brought their boat, 
food, etc. by truck all the way to 
the pond* (Later when ready to 
leave, some of us were lucky enough 
to ride on the back of their truck 
to our cars. What a ridet) 

When an interesting spot was 
found, a fire was started with 
one match and no paper. In the 
meantime Churchill Scott went by 
boat v/ith our two fishermen clear 
to the other side of the pond for 
water, and since he was quite a 
while, we thought the water was 
being boiled. 

After he returned, we were 
anxious to settle down to the 
enjoyment of a meal, rest and 
chatter. We shared our fire with 
the helpful fishermen whose pithy 
wit added zest to the occasion. 

When our energies had been re- 
vived we walked around the pond 
enjoying the many interesting 
things along the way, especially 
the wild flowers of the following 
varieties: Queen Ann’s Lace, 
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bacon outdoors- Get the idea? 

See you at ten. 

Sat. Dec. 30 - BOTTOM LODGE 
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Sun. Nov. 12 - MT. HANLEY 

One of our newer hikes in 
recent years. Those who have 
been there before enjoyed it 
very much. In case you don’t 
know, Mt. Hanley is located 
west of West Rutland. At 10:30 
we will leave Meldon. Come have 
lunch with us. 

Sun. Nov. 26 - PICO COMP 

The group will be leaving at 
nine o’clock on a fall trip to 
Pico Peak and Lodge. We always 
have a good time here, even if 
you take a nap after lurch. Any- 
way bring your family, friends 
and otherwise and come along. 

Sat. Dec. 16 - GOV. CLEMENT 

SHELTER 

Time to start checking the 
shelters before winter. This 
time bring something to cook 
instead of a sandwich. See if 
you can cook a steak or maybe 


This is the first scheduled 
hike to our newest camp. If you 
haven’t gotten there by now it’s 
time you did. Take time off from 
the mad holiday dash and come 
relax with us for a while (You 
may need a breath of fresh air 
by now, it • s very restful). Leav- 
ing at ten from Meldon, but you 
are welcome to come anytime. 


Break out the snowshoes and 
skis. Bring a sled or toboggan 
along if you lime to slide. It’s 
Sunr.yside this trip. Hope for 
lots of snow and sun and come 
along at ten. 


Sun. Jan. 7 - SUNNYSIDE CAMP 
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BAKER PEAK 
By Craigue Perkins 

Wherezat? 

This was a new one on our 
schedule and should be repeated 
soon. 

Equipped with Ben Ralston's 
step by step instructions, we 
set out up the Lake Trail from 
Danby, The weather was fine, 
and we took the time to visit 
the lookout on a short branch 
trail. 

The brook was reached at 
mealtime, the coffee pot was put 
on the fire, and hikers did a 
little cooking over the grate 
provided by Churchill Scott, 

What, no sink? Fried peppers 
flavored with forest herbs. Yuml 
Yuml someone suggested that we 
ought to have an honest-to-good- 
ness cook out sometime. We have 
gotten too much into the sand- 
wich habit. 

After lunch, we set off up 
the new Baker P e ak Trail, The 
going was easy along a terrace, 
but then the trail climbed to 
another terrace and led around 
the shoulder of the mountain. 

Very soon we came out on an open 
ledge on the west side of the 
peak. The rock was of an inter- 
esting formation, being much 
wrinkled and broken. We persued 
a very large porcupine which ran 
very slowly, vje ran very rapid- 
ly but the porcupine escaped. 
Mystery. 

Baker Peak, situated' just 
east and far above the village 
of Danby gives views equal to 
those from Equinox. Most of 
the peaks from Bloodroot to 
Stratton were visible. Dorset 
Peak, just opposite, reminded us 
of our much scheduled and much 
postponed trip to its summit. 

After a couple of hours in 
the sun, we registered in Ben's 
mailbox and returned to the cars. 
A fine new trip to a scenic spot. 
Thank you! Ben, for discovering 
and building this train. 


GOV. CLEMENT TO GIRL SCOUT 
CAMP 

By Susan Tarbell 

The mountains rolled in the 
distan ce 

The birds beneath us flew 
And God was in His heaven 
As we looked at his world anew. 

We walked and walked along the 
£rail 

Until we reached Four Brooks 
And there we sat and ate and 
talked 

For no one had brought any books. 

Some opened a can of sardines 
And some a can of pop 
The sardines didn't have a key 
And the pop it wouldn't stop. 

By then it was getting close to 
twelve 

So again we hit the trail 

And walked the county up and down 

Where beauty did prevail. 

But then at the point consultation 
We departed from the trail 
Our navigator fixed his compass 
Ana we settled dovvn for travail. 

We first went up Little Killington 
Three times we did it, no less 
The views were quite satisfactory 
The footing was*not of the best. 

Then past the thick pines of the 
summit 

Down into the slash underneath 
The walking was very bouncy 
The air was still cool and smelled 
sweet . 

Soon we went off that nice broad 
trail 

And into the marsh beyond 
And followed there the ridge to 
the west 

'On to Mendon’ was our song. 

Then on with our packs and down 
we went 

Down four foot, six foot or two 
I tried not to step on the hands 
of my friends 

But my feet were lost in green stewl 
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Then down to the relative flat of 
a slope 

Where the drop is in fractions, 
not feet 

And past the uncut telephone poles 
While stopping at clearings petite 

And then we followed some ’Loggins 
Roads’ 

That went this way then that 
If we can lose roads as recent as 
these 

Crown Point hasn’t got a chance. 

Well, on we went and on and on 
’Til we could trudge no more 
And then we saw a miracle 
Lefe had opened another door. 

For there was a road, a substan- 
tial one 

And we followed it to the end 
And thanks to our clever geniuses 
We ended where we had planned. 

So while we waited for the car 
We made plans of going anew 
And blaxing a trail to Mendon 
For the lucky ones like you. 


RUMMT'E SALE NETS $123 

In spite of slightly higher 
expenses due to a necessary change 
in location, the Rummage Sale 
went over the top with a take of 
$123 e This will be a substantial 
aid in paying for the materials 
in our new Buff urn Shelter. 

We want to thank all those who 
donated articles. Additional 
thanks go to these people who 
worked on the sale -’’T" Valiquette 
Ruth Fostman, Churchill and Bobby 
Scott and Barbie Allard helped 
in pricing and selling; Eleanor 
Walker acted as cashier; Janet 
Martin provided the advertising 
posters; Jack Martin arranged a 
window display of GMC material; 
and at closing time we welcomed 
the help of Harold Valiquette and 
his truck for the clean-up job. 

Mary, Craigue and Vera Perkins, 

Committee 


COVERED DISH SUPPER AT 
BEECH 5 . DOD 

This fall foliage hike and tast- 
ing supper is one of our sections 
most cherished festivities. The 
comfortable old farm house at 
Beechwood is a perfect setting for 
this event. I am always reminded 
of the Victorian house parties one 
reads about in 19th Century English 
novels, or in American ones for 
that matter. Only this is more 
confused. A taste of this and a 
taste of that. Soon the pistes are 
piled high and it’s a scrimmage for 
a seat somewhere. 

After several desserts, the 
conversation is interrupted by a 
program. This year Barbara Allard 
gave a witty talk on her trip to 
Montana last summer , (accompanied 
by sister Marjorie) and showed us 
some beautiful slides * John 
Reynolds flirted outrageously 
with the ladies, both during the 
entertainment and after it was 
over* 

Suddenly, the guests departed 
leaving a few hangers on to tour 
the house, an antiquarians delight. 
Did you get to see the darling 
little stoves upstairs? You 
might have, if you hadn’t hurried 
off so fast. 


WORK PARTIES 

After months of planning, the 
rebuilding of Buffum Shelter 
finally got underway. On Sunday 
Sept, 24 Mr. Walter Gartner loaned 
us a truck and a good sized wo rk 
party of Ray, Jimmie and Johnie 
Catezzi, Candy and Churchill 
Scott loaded it up and took off 
with high hopes of a short after- 
noon’s work. 

The plans all worked out well 
until we got to the last grade 
about 100 yards from camp* There 
a combination of wet grass and a 
bit of mud stopped us. There we 
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stayed, as every known trick was 
tried to ease us over that last 
little hill. Finally, with heavy 
hearts, as darkness descended, we 
threw off the supplies so neatly 
piled a short time before. 

The next day Ray and Churchill 
were loaned a jeep by Mr. Henry 
Douglas and were able to take all 
the heavy material the last few 
hundred yards. 

On the following Sunday Mr. VlC 
Randolph and two of his older 
Scouts spent the weekend there 
and helped to carry the remaining 
boards, helped by Ben Ralston. 

On Sunday, Oct. 29, another 
work party put the finishing 
touches on Buffum. Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd v 7 e eks of springfield,prof . 
and Mrs. Buchanan of Burlington 
Ben Ralston and George Reynolds 
were a few of those present. 

The Killington Section owes a 
great deal to craigue Perkins 
for the great amount of time, 
effort and energy he has spent 
to make Buffum a camp we can all 
be proud of . Also to the many 
folks who have contributed both 
money and manual labor to the 
completion of our latest addition, 
we all owe so very much and shall 
be grateful for many years to 
come. 


TRAIL CLEARING 

pres, Ray catozzi has led 
two recent work parties to trail 
clearing spots. Last month a 
group of Boy Scouts finished the 
mile and 900 (according to Ben 
Ralston) south of Killington 
peak, so that now the trail from 
Gov. clement to Cooper Lodge is 
in fine shape. 

Later he took another group 
of Scouts up between Pico and 


Killington at the swamp area 
and spent the day clearing the 
trail in this area. Even though 
a great deal of work was done, 
he reports that there is still 
more, and we don’t know if time 
and the weather will allow us to 
complete this work before snow 
flies. 
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Set, Jan. 20 - MOONLIGHT HIKE 
TUCKER LODGE 

The calendar promises a full . 
moon. How about an evening in 
the fresh air? If the stove gets 
hot, we f ll have something warm 
to drink. If you’ve never 
been before, why not take the 
evening off end meet us at 
Meldon at 7-30 PM. 

Thurs. Jan. 25, 7:30 PM - ANNUAL 
MEETING Mark the date down 
and don’t forget it. you’ll 
be sorry if you do! 

STORY ON PAGE TWO 


Thurs. Feb. 1 - SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
CLARENDON LODGE. GROUNDHOG 
EVE. 


This hike celebrates that 
great night - GROUNDHOG EVE’. 
Naturally, we must have some- 
thing special for this one, A 
spaghetti supper. SPAGHETTI AND 
COFFEE FREE. Bring YOUR OWN 
equipment and any trimmings 
(food) you wish. If you can 
get near the stove you can cook 
Serving begins at 6:30, but if 


i 

t 
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you want to eat don’t come too 
late, RESERVATIONS REQUIRED . 
DEADLINE JAN. 31 Call Mary 
Parkins at 3-7954, 

Sat, & Sun. Feb, 10 and 11 - 

WINTER WEEKEND . TALL TIMBER 

Would you like a weekend in 
the country? Everyone always 
enjoys it here. Meals will be 
served from S8t« breakfast (in 
case you want to come Fri. night) 
to Sun* dinner at noon. For 
RESERVATIONS, call Mary Perkins 
at 3-7954 by Wed., Feb* 7. If 
you can’t make it for the whole 
time, come up for a few hours. 
Lots of people you don’t see 
very often will be there, so why 
not come? 
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ACH TUNG ! I ! ANNUAL MEET IMS- 

TIME : Thurs. Jan. 25, 7:30 W. 
PLACE: C.V.P.S.C. Bldg. (Please 
use Maple St. parking lot and go 
in back door from there.) 

ONCE AGAIN we have been for- 
tunate in obtaining the use of 
the C.7. Conference rooms for 
our annual meeting, and we have 
planned the evening to follow thg I 
pattern of last year: business, 
entertainment and then refresh- 
ments. Following the business 
meeting, we will take an interest- 
ing trip to another continent 
via a talk and a showing of color- 
ed slides by Dr. A. G. Barrett 
of Granville, N.Y. Dr. Barrett 
has traveled extensively in 
foreign lands, and we have heard 
glowing praise for his beautiful | 
color photography and pleasant 
talks. 

Going to a meeting isn’t as 
strenuous as some of our other 
planned events, like going cross-! 
country over Mendon Peak, so we ; 

want to see all you armchair j 

hikers as well as the active ones ; 
at this annual meeting. 

A slight charge will be made 
to cover incidental expenses of 
the evening, 

j 

r 

MT. HANDLEY 

By i 

Churchill Scott 

On Sunday, Nov. 12, we held 
our annual hike to Mt. Handley. 

A rather small group left Meldon j 
School in the face of threaten- j 
ing weather. The walk started 
smoothly enough, but soon we had ’ 
missed the turn onto the old 
wood road, soon we were bush- 
whacking through the woods 
toward the summit. But then 
this came quite natural since 
our trip over Mendon Peak. 

At last we hit the road and 
hiked along a nice easy path, 
looking forward to eating by a 
nice cool brook. But when we 
got there, it was bone dry! 


Nevertheless, we built a fire 
and Susan shared her hot chocolate 
with those who had no drinks. Carol 
and V e ra decided to rest by the 
fire ss the rest of us hiked on, 

As time went by, the weather 
continued to improve, and after a 
final short climb, we reached the 
top in bright sunshine. We rest- 
ed for some time, enjoying the 
view to the south and west - 
planning hikes to some of the 
other mountains visible from Mt. 
Handley. 

Soon we were headed for home, 
drawing to a close another enjoy- 
able fall hike. 


SUNNY SIDE CAMP 

Since sat. had been a bit nasty, 
it was surprising to have ten show 
up for Sunnyside. Snowshoes made 
the going a bit easier for a 
couple. 

We found the camp with plenty 
of wo od , but too many grates in 
the stove and an oven door that 
fell on the feet of those who 
stood in the wrong place. This 
troublesome door went under the 
stove with three of the five 
grates. Once lit, the fire did 
very well and produced hot water 
and heated both various foods and 
the campers. 

After lunch, only four had 
enough energy to go on to the 
clearing that overlooks the lake 
and valley. The view was well 
worth the <f fort. Going back to 
Sunnyside, we we re ambushed by a 
couple of Indians who used snow- 
balls instead of arrows. After 
they made us wash * our faces in 
snow! 

In camp, things were just as 
strange, someone was smashing 
the furniture. Naturally we had 
to fix it before we could leave. 
Then we headed for the cars. Four 
by way of some wild sledding down 
the icy hill. The rest slid on 
their feet (I guess) . 

We came to the conclusion that 
just because it looks unpleasant 
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out from beside the fire, doesn’t 
mean it’s like that w en you 
get out. 


GOVERNOR CLEMENT SKELTER 

Five members came. It was a 
beautiful blue-sky day, with 
snow, and the river was full of 
blue ice and green water, 

i 

The stove at Clement is lack. 1 * 
ing a decent top to cook on, so 
we used the fireplace for our 
fire. That is getting a little 
smaller each year. Still, plenty 
of room to heat water and burn 
hotdogs. 

This shelter is going to 
need a little attention next 
summer - new bunks, stove top 
etc. 

It was a lovely winter hike* 

I 

! 

i 
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PICO CAMP 

by 

George Reynolds 

It was a cloudy, wintery day 
when the group donned their 
hiking gear at Sherburne Pass and 
started up the trail. The No 
Trespassing signs on the gate to j 
Long Trail Lodge seemed to apply j 
as much to the trail as to the 
Lodge, but we ignored them. The ! 
going was a little slippery in 
spots where previous hikers had 
trod, but thanks to the crust, 
it wasn’t too rough. 

Before we got to Pico camp, 
we passed a group of high school i 
boys from New Jersey hiking out 
with their teacher. They had 
hiked in Thursday in the rain 
and snow, ! 

j 

We arrived at the camp with 
our bundle of newspapers, only 
to find a large pile already 
there. Before the water had a 
chance to boil, a family arrived 
and was invited to join us for 
coffee as soon as the water got i 
warm. We then directed them up i 

i 


to Pico and back down on a route 
which would not pass the shelter, 
so they never got their coffee. 

We wondered later whet they thought 
of this kind of hospitality. 

The weather cleared so that we 
got good views of the surrounding 
mountains both from the camp and 
later from the fire tower on top. 
For a time the light was such 
that the mountains stood out in 
emphasized perspective. 

Killington, Shrewsbury, Mendon, 
Blue Ridge and Ascutney were 
positively identified, while 
Washington, Mansfield, Camel’s 
Hump and others were found in 
various locations depending on 
the viewer. Anyway, no matter 
which mountain was which, the view 
was well worth the hike. 

The trail down was difficult 
to locate, due to the cut for the 
new lift, but a few signs should 
remedy this* 

I guess it is only fitting that 
as a first-timer on Pico, I should 
be drafted to write this piece. 


TWENTY-THREE OUT FOR THE 
BUFFUM HIKE 
By 

Miriam Bell 

On Sat., Deci 30th, there was 
a really good-sized turn out for 
the hike into New Buffum shelter 
in North Wallingford ( twenty-three 
in all) . We traveled through a 
winter wonderland j almost a mile 
up to the spot from the main road. 

The closed shelter was warm 
because another member-at-large, 

Ben Ralston, and his young friend, 
Raymond Secor of Schenectady had 
spent the night there as part of 
a long weekend - two days and 

three nights in the cabin. 

"It takes a lot of wood chopping 
to keep us warm," they said* 

Water from the winter brook was 
soon boiling in the old club coffee 
pot, and lunches were cooked on the 
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good wpod stove. Then the young 
children went outside to play in 
the snow in the yard, while Joe 
Mandella and Peter Hadeka explor- ! 
ed a bit, and the older folks i 
just sat around the stove visit- • 
ing. They talked of how Churchill; 
Scott, Ray Catozzi and George 
Reynolds had hauled in the wood 
to build the shelter last fall 
and of how Creigue Perkins had 
hiked in nearly every day in 
October to build the cabin all 
by himself. The neat painting of j 
the sash by Mary Perkins was 

admired too. ' 

. 

The Killington section of the 
Green Mountain Club now maintains 
five such shelters end is prouti 
of them. Their guest registers 
show the public appreciates them 
too. The only one which remains 
an open shelter now is Govi 
Clement, While the buildings 
were formerly used mainly ih 
people's summer vacations, an 
increase in leisure time and ah 
increased interest in winter 
camping mean that the closed 
shelters are most welcome all 
the year round. 

Buffum is one of the most 
cheerful shelters because its 
new windows face the west, and 
even when we left at three-thirty, 
the cabin was flooded with sun- 
shine. 'coming down the trail, 
we stopped to take pictures of 
the big trees laden with, new 
snow. Some of those hemlocks 
stood forty or fifty feet tall. 

They were like giants of old, 
guarding the mountain passes. 

We hated to leave the winter 
woods, the quiet broken only by 
chickadees* chriping; but as we 
came down the Long Trail, we 
chatted with three cheerful 
strangers on their way up, their 
snowshoes under their arms - so 
we knew someone else would be 
enjoying the beauty we had left. 


Polly Crocker 
Sally Crocker 
Robert Deemer 
Mrs. Ruth Fostman 
.Alexander C. Mason 
John M. Paddock 
Mrs. John M. Paddock 
Ann Reynolds 
George Reynolds 
John Reynolds 
Ben Rolston 
Ray Secor 
Candance J. Scott 
Robert I, Scott 
Walter C. Scott 


! 
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TRi.IL TALES 

Many of us, we are sure, have enjoyed reading the registers 
placed in our shelters and camps along the Long Trail. There is 
rarely one that doesn T t disclose abundant writing talent amongst 
the hikers and campers who take more than the time to write just 
their names and where they come from. There are many humorous 
anecdotes, beautiful descriptions of scenery and sunsets, sad tales 
of uncooperative Vermont weather and pesky porkies, and even a few 
entries of good poetry. 

Starting with this issue we are going to print some of these 
items, in part or in whole, some old, some of recent times, all 
interesting, we believe. T ’ T e will use names as they appear if we 
feel they have any bearing on the story’s interest, or if we feel 
the writer should be credited for his excellent work. 


For an opener we couldn’t find 
a better one than this from the 
Tucker Lodge register dated 
June 6-7, 1959 - 

" . . .spending our Oth wedding enfi- 
iversary, having successfully 
escaped attacks of various 
MMC-ers . 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Day 
Middlebury Mountain Club 1 ’ 

This from the Montclair Glen 
Lodge register of Aug. 11, 1957? 
"...arrived in fine condition at 
6 p.m. - not even breathing hard; 
in fact, not breathing. Art 
Watson recoreded our respective 
pulses at 200 (*), blood press- 
ures unobtainable. Expired at 
11 p.m." 

From an entry in the Clarendon 
Lodge register on Aug. 10, I960: 
"...arrived about noon Aug. 9th, 
foot-sore and weary, was so 
pleased with this camp that we 
decided to rest, wash up and 
enjoy ourselves. Beautiful after- 
noon, studied ferns, birds and 
generally enjoyed ourselves. 

Have now identified seventeen 
different ferns, and several 
birds, some new for some of our 
party. Light rain about 3:00 AM, 
E.D.T. Still showery as we leave 
7:45 AM. 

Nine members of the Forest 

Audibon Club. 

Steubenville, Ohio 


From the same register on 
Aug. 16th, a postscript: 

"...we left some paper plates, 
hamburg rolls and some triscuit 
wafers, . ," 

followed by this entry on Aug. 18: 
"...we et 3 the triscuits at a 
short lunch stop here on the way 
to Killington. Thanks." 

Here is a lengthy piece from 
the register at Cooper Lodge on 
Killington, dated July 15-16,1947, 
a year when Tom Pease was the care- 
taker for the Killington section 
there that summer: 

"Twenty-two campers spent the 
night after a rainy afternoon. 

Nine came up from Sherburne Pass, 
arriving in a cloud-burst. Later 
on thirteen boys and councellors 
came in from the south and dried 
out after a wet hike up from Blue 
Triangle. 

"It was a bit of a job to man- 
age meals with the young fry dash- 
ing about, but we managed by cook- 
ing in shifts. \ T e used up a lot 
of Tom Pease’s nice dry wood, but 
have chopped up some rather wet 
stuff that will eventually dry out. 

"Both parties leave in the 
morning for Sherburne Pass and will 
try to leave the place ship shape. 

"A few of us are old timers 
who have been to Killington on and 
off since the old hotel woodshed 
was still standing, and it is an 
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old story to us but the youngsters 
are getting a real thrill out of 
it, 

"It is a great improvement to 
have a camp like this, especially 
when well taken care of, Quite a 
contrast from the January day in 
1921, when the writer and a friend 
came up from Rutland via the Notch 
road and old hotel trail to the 
tin shack, and slept on a sheet 
of ice that had formed on the 
floor, 

"Incidentally, the first group 
were students of St, Albans 
School, V/ashington, D.C. 

falter Boyd" 

This same register at cooper 
Lodge had many interesting entries 
by Tom Pease, himself, and is 
almost a day to day record of 
Tom’s experiences on Killington 
Peak that summer, T 7e plan to do 
a whole column on just Tom's 
interesting entries in a futura 
issue of S & B, 

One of the following four 
persons from New York City wroto 
this ode to camping in the 
register of the new Pico Camp ii* 
November of I960: 

"...Joy Hornung - Julio de la 
Torre, Harry Sydor - Jere Brian 
... arrived tired 11/15/60 

departed wet ll/l6/60 with 
provisional thanks for the knotty 
pine mattress, heatless stove, 
and solid salt. 

Let us go, oh, friend 
To where the cloud bends way, way 
down 

To plant a gooey smooch on Pico’s 
crest 

And gaze with awe 

At autumn’s sauce and gravy stains 
On Pico’s once green vest. 

Abandon, man, the city’s enervat- 
ing warmth and rich food, 
Fallow through wet ferns, stumble 
over moldy rocks and roots, 
Recapture anew that near-lost 
sylvan mood. 

Eat dry bread, salami, weak tea - 
man’s food! 


Stumble in blackness unsullied by 
watts and amps l 

Crouch around a stinking fir el 
Sleep with that healthy awareness 
of a pine-scented board 
mattress l 

The wild joy of morning rainl 

Let us go, oh, friend, and cast 
our city sins away, 

And gather strength from secret 
thought 

That it's only for a dayl" 

How many of us have had similar 
experiences such as these that have 
been written in the camp registers l 
Even though we have a fairly 
large supply of old filled registers 
in which to find these entries, if 
any of you readers find any interest 
ing ones on your hikes or camping 
trips, write them down and send 
them to Ray Catozzi , 103 Bellevue 
Ave., Rutland, Vt. Fo would like 
to print them for all to enjoy. 


SEE YOU ALL AT THE BIG 
ANNUAL MEETING OF 
KILLINGTON SECTION, GMC 
BE THERE, 'CAUSE 
NTS ’LL BE LOOKING FOR YOU 


(Details of meeting on page 2) 
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Sunday, Feb. 25 - BALCH PASTURE 

Di u out the snowshoes and check 
your harnesses. We're leaving 
Meldon at 10 AM for a rou_h-it 
hike (no shelter) cover inf. some 
territory south of Bald Mt. Those 
who have already been there say 
that the country is lovely. 

Saturday, Mar, 10 - SUNNYSIDE 
FROM CLARENDON GORGE 

We'll be going into Sunnyside 
from the north today. This ought 
to be a ^.ood snowshoe hike too. 
Shake your legs and meet us at 
Meldon at 10 AM. P.S. If you'd 
rather, you can go in by Spring 
Lake Ranch. 

Saturday, Apr. 7 - MAPLE SUGAR 

PARTY 

How long has it been since you 
have come and enjoyed the donuts, 
dill pickles and suger-on-snow? 

The party will be at the Perkins* 
home, 242 So. Main St. serving 
will start at 6:30 PM. If you 
haven't paid your dues yet, this 
will be a good time to do it I Call 
PR 3-2941 for reservations before 
Thursday, April 5th. 


Saturday, Apr. 14 - HAYSTACK MT. 

We will leave at 9 AM from 
Meldon for Haystack Mt. in Pawlet. 
we predict that this will be a 
snowshoe or a sunshine hike. This 
mipiit prove to be interesting. 
Co~dn« ; alon r ,? 

Sat. & Sun., Apr. 28 and 29 - 

BUFFUM SKELTER OVERNIGHT 

Sort of a do-it-yourself hike 
this time. Come alon^ whenever 
you can, Bri. io your own trans- 
portation, food and sleeping bag. 
It's supposed to be a pancake 
breakfast Sunday mornin^, so bring 
along the makings. If its been 
a lon w time - or never - since 
you've slept in one of our camps, 
now is your chance. You are 
welcome just to drop in and visit 
too. 

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
is Wednesday, April 25th. Please 
get copy to Ann Reynolds, at 33 
Temple St., on or before this 
date. No reminder ceil Is will be 
made | so 1 1 ' o up to tnc 7uoIu^3r"s 
■ wh_t will ~ppw^r in Smoke and 
Blazes. Idea^ and suggestions 
welcome — Ceil Ann at PR 3— 3*-95* 
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1962 ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Kill- 
ington . section of G.M.C. was 
held at the CVPS rooms on Thursday 
Jan. 25, 1962. 

President Ray Catozzi began the 
activities at 7:30. Craigue 
Perkins gave a report on outings, 
saying that four were colled off 
during the year because of bad 
weather. Future hikes were dis- 
cussed for the new schedule. 

Jack Martin reported on photos, 
photo album, and publicity. He 
stated that new slides or pictures 
are always welcome. 

Trails and shelters were taken 
care of by Ben Ralston and Church- 
ill Scott. Ben Ralston and Craigue 
Perkins were thanked for the great 
amount of tine and effort given to 
clearing trail and building Buffun, 
respectively. The suspension bridge 
over Mill River has again been 
repaired, 

Mary Isbell was commended for the 
good work she has done as editor of 
’Smoko and Blazes” . Ann Reynolds h 
has agreed to act as the new editor 

The Secretary and Treasurer’s 
report was read by Churchill Scott. 
(See separate page for Treasurer’s 
report . ) 

The Nominating Committee present- 
ed the following slate of officers 
Roy Catozzi, President; Harold 
Yaliquette, Vice President; 

Churchill Scott, Secretary-Treasurer 
A motion was made for the Secretary 
to cast one ballot for the slate 
of officers. 

President Catozzi explained the 
election of trustees, and Ben 
Ralston was elected to represent 
the Killington Section. 

Ben Ralston spoke of the 1964 
Appalachian Trail conference to be 
held in the Manchesters with the 
G.M.C, as host. 

Craigue Perkins made a motion 
that Lincoln Isham be made a Life 
Member of our section in appreci- 
ation of his generous gifts. Also 
discussed was a fund (to be named 
the Lincoln Isham Fund) to be set 
aside for major repairs and main- 
tenance work on our section. 


After the business meeting was 
adjourned at 8:30, Dr. A. G. Barrett 
of Granville, N.Y. gave a very 
interesting talk, complete with 
many colorful slides, of a recent 
trip to Africa. Members enjoyed 
the comparison of wildlife encount- 
ered by pr. Barrett with that which 
we meet hiking in the Green Mts. 

Refreshments served by Vera 
Perkins, Ruth Fostman and Eleanor 
r/alker, ended another very warm and 
friendly get-together of the 
Cillington Section. 


TRAILS AND SHELTERS REPORT 
By W. Churchill Scott 

The year 1961 has been the most 
active one in the memory of present 
members. A great deal of thanks 
and appreciation go to Ben Ralston 
for his endless work of clearing 
trail and repairing camps. Thanks 
also to Craigue Perkins for the 
good job of constructing Buffum 
Lodge as another closed shelter 
that the Killington Section can 
be proud of. 

This coming year promises to be 
just as busy, with many odds and 
ends to do. To name a few: Sunny- 
side- door repaired, camp creosoted, 
annex built. Swinging bridge - 
catwalk creosoted. Clarendon- stove 
pipe repaired, annex rebuilt. Gov. 
Clement - roof and lower bunks 
repaired, annex built. Pico - 
windows rehung, outside creosot- 
ed., Tucker - foundation rebuilt, 
upper windows repaired, annex built. 
In addition we have 22 miles of 
trail to maintain. Anyone willing 
and able to help with these projects 
please contact Churchill Scott, 

132 Maple St. 

The new spring and summer out- 
ing schedule is enclosed with this 
issue. If you would like extra 
copies for ’’prospects”, see Craigue 
Perkins. Have a few handy in your 
pocket when you’re on the trail l 

*************** 


’■‘.'INTER WEEKEND at ” TALL TIMBER” 

By Barbara Allard 

The party began Saturday morning 
with tho arrival of several groups 
in time for lunch. They must have 
smelled the good stew. Everyone 
enjoyed the meal. 

The afternoon was perfectly 
beautiful - blue sky and lots of 
sun. Also no mosquitoes. One 
group went into the woods to in- 
spect the cabins. They soon came 
back to the fire and games, as 
feet had c tendency to cool off. 

Supper was a gay affair serving 
about 30 people. After cleanup v/e 
sow an interesting group of photo^ 
graphs with comments by Cr igue 
Perkins. Then one group went out 
to the workshop and tried some- 
what unsuccessfully to pop some 
corn. All the others stayed in 
the house and saw slides belong- 
ing to Ben Ralston. 

Bedtime came, with a bit of 
discussion os to who would keep 
fire watch. This was important, 
os the temperature was now heading 
toward 20 below zero. 

Morning came, and while nono of 
us froze, some of the cars were 
slow in starting. Hot air and 
elbow grease finally got them go- 
ing. 

Sunday dinner was somewhat 
smaller than in former years - not 
in the amount of food, but the 
number served: Then it was time 

to start heading for home. Thanks 
once again to ”Tall Timber” owners 
for the use of their very nice 
comp. 


David John Martin timed his 
arrival into the world most 
auspiciously, coinciding with 
the beginning of the ’’Winter Week- 
end” . He weighed in at almost 
10 pounds early on the morning 
of February 10th. Congratulations 
Janet, andjjspk: 


MOONLIGHT HITTS TO TUCKER 
By Judy Allard 

On a rather brisk evening in 
January, six brave souls started 
out on a moonlight excursion to 
Tucker Lodge. Before the shelter 
in the woods was reached, the 
wind was cutting and cold. Snow- 
shoes were not needed on account 
of the crusty snow. However, the 
going was quite rough. The snow 
made the woods seem very bright, 
even though the moon didn’t show 
its f ce until lrter, and the 
lodge was reached without the 
aid of flashlights. 

A fire was quickly started and 
water for warn drinks was put on. 
Donuts were put in the oven to 
warm. The hikers huddled around 
the stove and helped immensely 
by watching the pot. Contrary to 
popular superstition, the water 
boiled anyway, and we were soon 
warmed by the coffee, tea, cocoa 
ana donuts. Three of the four 
dozen donuts were devoured, and 
there were even donuts on the 
roof: 

After six appetites had been 
satisfied, and the hour noticed, 
we prepared to start for hone. 

As usual, the noon appeared as 
soon as we left. The short wa.lk 
out was very invigorating and a 
perfect ending to a very pleasant 
evening . 


NOTE: The next issue of ’’Smoke 

and Blazes” will be the last one 
sent to the 1961 mailing list. 

If you hr ve not already paid 
your dues, please send them to 
V/* Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St., 
Rutland, Vt. so .that you won’t 
miss the next issue. 


$ afc & sk sb % * 5?: 3|e 
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Additions to 1962 Membership List 


Martha A dons 
Dr. A. G . Barrett 
Bennett Bell 
Miriam Bell 
Gene Broecker 
Harriet Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
Janice Catozzi 
Janes Cotozzi 
John Cotozzi 


Louis Cotozzi 
Raymond Cotozzi 
Edith Ewold 
Ella Eritsch 
Hans Fritsch 
Frances G r een 
Robert Hathaway 
Suzanne Hathaway 
Lincoln Ishcn 
Joy A. King 


George Kirk 
Florence Mitchell 
William Mitchell 
Doris Newton 
Pearle Nichols 
V G re Perkins 
Ellen Russell 
Dr. J. Donald Schultz 
Harold Valiquctte 
Thelma Valiquette 


TREASURER’S REPORT - 1961 


RECEIPTS 


Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1961 .•«••... $ 513*78 

Received from dues 140.00 

Received from Rummage Sale 139.13 

Donations for Buffum Shelter ..... 221.00 

Interest on money in bank . • . • 11.17 

Received from winter Week-End 5.95 

Received from Annual Meeting supper 4.10 

Received from sale of Guide Books. 9,00 


Total $1', 044. 13 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Buffum shelter 390.51 

"Smoke and Blazes" ,37.70 

Outing committee ..... 8.43 

Outing schedules 17.50 

Fred Field - Fire Insurance 15.00 

Trails and Shelter Committee 58.96 

Postage 5.00 

To Main Club for Guide Books 10.00 

To Main Club for Dues 30.05 

Rummage sale expenses " 13.50 


Total $ 586.65 

Cash on hand December 31, 1961 .... , £>457.48 
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Saturday, May 12 - MT. AEOLUS 

i 

If you see anyone doing a 
rain dance about this time — 
shoot them! Once again me are j 
headed for Aeolus, the cave, and • 
maybe spring flowers. The group 
leaves Meldon at 10 AM. 

Sunday, May 27 - PICO CAMP 

Meet us at Meldon at 9 AM 
for a beautiful day and a nice 
climb to Pico Camp. VT e always 
have a good time here. If you 
haven’t seen the new camp by 
now, you really should come, 

Saturday, June 9 - DORSET MT. 

We have heard that Dorset Mt. 
had a trail. Seemed a bit doubt- 
ful that we could find it now, 
but we are going to try anyhow. 
There will be a good view, if 
we can fine the top! Leaving 
Meldon at 9 AM, and this will 
be a herd one, if you haven't 
already guessed. 

(P.S. Remember the fun we had 
on Mendon — another hard one.) 


Sunday, June 24 - KILLINGTON 

A trip to an old pal* with 
a slightly different twist. 
Leaving Meldon at 10 Aid, we'll 
go to Clement Shelter and head 
north on the Long Trail up to 
the peak. It is a very beauti- 
ful walk. Of course, if you're 
lazy, there's always the lift. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Saturday, May 26 

The annual meeting of the 
entire Green Mountain Club will 
be held at the Long Trail Lodge 
annex on Saturday, May 26th. 
There will be a "get-acquainted” 
coffee hour at 10 AM, followed 
by a business meeting. 

The afternoon program, to be 
planned by the Killihgton Sec- 
tion, will feature hikes to 
nearby spots. The evening pro- 
gram, at 8 PM, will feature 
Roy Buchanan of Burlington as 
speaker. He will reminisce 
about "50 Years of the GMC” . 

Lunch and dinner will be 
available at the Lodge, with 


2 


members signing up on arrival. 

A new feature this year will 
be displays by the various 
sections, depicting the history, 
activities, etc. of each section. 

The annuel meeting offers 
an excellent opportunity to meet 
members from other sections and 
to renew old friendships. We 
look for a good representation 
from Killington Section. 


MAPLE SUGAR PARTY — M‘~M-M-Mt 
by Eleanor Walker 

On April 7th at 3:30 PM the 
maple syrup was put on to ccoJt# 

All preparations for the annual 
event to take place that day a% 
Vera Perkins' home had been made* 
The tables were set on the third 
floor, and were gay with vases 
of flowers from v e ra's green- 
house. At the top of the stairs 
we were greeted by branches hung 
with eggs that had been decorat- 
ed by Janet, Carol, Nancy and 
Betsey Martin. 

The syrup boiled snd was 
watched by Vera, Pearl and Eleanor 
and at 6:30 was ready to be 
served, along wich pickles, 
doughnuts and coffee. 

The snow was carried up from 
Vera's freezer by Jack Martin, 
George R e ynolds and Harold Vali- 
quettei Between 45 and 50 mem- 
bers and their friends gathered 
to partake of sugar on snow. 

The work of clearing was done 
quickly by the committee, assist- 
ed by Mary Allard, Candy and Bob 
Scott, and Carol Martin. 

Barbara Allard, the Reynolds, 
Churchill scott and Mary Perkins 
brought slides of past activities 
and Barbara operated the project- 
or. It was fun to see where we 
had been and to see members who 
ere now living, in other states. 

Among those from out-of-town 
who attended were Ben Rolston, 

Ray secour, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Vondell, and Bob Humes. 

All Killington members who did 
not attend missed a good time. 


BUEFUM OVERNIGHT 


The Killington Section 
held its first official over- 
night trip to the new Buffum 
Shelter the weekend of April 28- 
29, w: th warm spring weather 
prevailing. 

Craigue Perkins , Churchill 
and Bobby Scott , Ben and Dorothy 
Rolston, Ray Secour and his 
sister Joan (from Schenectady), 
and Susan Tarbell initiated 
the new bunks end proclaimed 
them comfortable. Brian and 
Richard Gallagher came for the 
day on Saturday and returned on 
Sunday, while George, Ann and 
John Reynolds , Vera Perkins and 
the Martin girls joined the 
Sunday group. 

Although the trip was billed 
to include a pancake breakfast 
Sunday morning, the Reynolds 
seemed to be the only ones 
enjoying that treatl Part of 
the fun on each trip is to see 
the interesting variety of food 
brought by the members, and 
this outing was no exception. 

Saturday's activities includ- 
ed a climb to Button Hill and 
looking for deer (none sighted). 
Got a report that Susan found 
'»a utensil”, but no further 
details l Pulling stuck cars 
out of the mud was a diversion 
on both days, with Craigue 's 
car being the victim on Saturday 
and the Reynolds' on Sunday. 

The outdoor picnic table 
and benches made by Ben Rolston 
during the winter "when he had 
nothing else to do” were put to 
immediate use. 

It was good to see in the 
register the names of some of 
our members from Springfield — 
the Roberts family, the Weeks 
family, and Mr. Herick Cahee. 

We missed them up at the Winter 
Weekend, but were glad to see 
they have been enjoying some of 
our section just the same. 
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SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
at CLARENDON L 'DGE 
by Florence Van Wyck 

(Editor’s note: This writeup 

arrived too late for publication 
in the last issue, but it serves 
as a good reminder that we better 
enjoy summer-? -while we may!) 

On Groundhog Eve, February 1, 
a spaghetti supper was held at 
Clarendon Lodge. The hike to 
and from the Lodge was quite an 
experience, since it was the 
coldest night of the year — and 
I do mean cold — 20 below zero. 

The walking was fair, a bit 
slippery in spots, owing to ice 
under the snow, but this added 
excitement to the trip. 

We parked our cars in a clear- 
ing off 103 about 50 or more 
yards from the trail and w&lked 
to the path. 

Ray Catozzi, John Allard, Vera 
Perkins and others had arrived 
early. The frost-bitten strag- 
glers came upon a most welcome 
sight as they approached the 
warm and glowing Lodge. 

The delicious spaghetti con- 
tributed by Mary Perkins and 
sauoe by Jan catozzi, along with 
the hot coffee, climaxed an 
interesting day for the hungry 
hikers* 

* sje sfc sk y; * * * s(t & jls * * * * * * * * 

CAMPING GUIDES 

Mary Isbell reports that the 
Rutland Free Library has added 
two camping atlases to its ref- 
erence collection. They are 
’’Campground Atlas of the United 
States and Canada”, by James A 
Bier and Henry A. Raup, and 
’’Camping Family’s Guide to Camp- 
sites”, Hammond and Co. ’’Those 
should be useful for outdoors- 
minded vacationers who plan to 
do a little sightseeing this 
summer”, says Mary. 

*£$ t - >;■ * i‘ **** : . i" 


DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
Wednesday, June 21st . Please 
send material to Ann Reynolds 
at 33 Temple St. or call her 
at 3-3295 if you have anything 
you wish to be included. 

* * J)c sk # 5k > : 5’; Jfc J(c if * » : S|c * 5(t 

HAYSTACK MOUNTAIN 
by George Reynolds 

It was a dark damp day when 
0 group of seven diehards as- 
sembled at Meldon School. 

After a drive through slate- 
quarried hills and along Lake 
St. Catharine, we finally arriv- 
ed at a farm near the base of 
Haystack Mountain in Pawlet. 

During the first part of the 
hike, we came upon a handful of 
small deer which promptly took 
off e Soon we turned off what 
appeared to be a trail and 
struggled up a steep slope 
through numerous trees knocked, 
down by one of the hurricanes. 

Reaching what appeared to be 
a trail, wo followed it a short 
distance along the ridge to the 
top. From the bare knob we 
could see off in all directions 
and the various shades of gray 
made a striking view. 

Being cold and hungry, we 
moved back down the ridge a 
short distance to a pine shelter- 
ed spot to light a fire. The 
fire finally decided to flourish 
without benefit of kerosene and 
soon got hot enough to burn 
marshmallows, hot dogs and a 
few boots. 

The hike down turned out to 
be easy, as we followed the old 
trail back to the car. 

As we passed Mt. Aeolus, 

Baker Peak and Dorset Peak, we 
thought of hikes to come. 
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BALCH PASTURE 
by Churchill Scott 

” Smoke and Blazes” did not 
get out in tine enough to give 
this hike in late February nuch 
publicity, so when the departure 
hour cane, there were only three 
hardy souls at Mel don. 

We were at the point of toss- 
ing a coin to decide “whether or j 
not to go, but the brilliant sun-j 
blue sky and warn air proved to 
be too nuch of an attraction for i 
us to stay hone. > 

The snow was perfect for sncw--j 
shoeing, and ns we padsbdnfche 
Balch Cenetery, then the Locust , 
Spring, we began to get hungry. 

We stopped by a huge pine wind- 
fall, hung up the ta.rp ; rested 
our backs against a side hill, 
and let the sun pour in, 

Soon we were on our way again, ! 
but the warn sun nade the snow 
too sticky to enjoy good travel- | 
ing, so we turned around and 
headed for hone. 


TRAILS AND SHELTERS COMMITTEE 

The connittee has been quite 
busy since the last issue of 
” Snoke and Blazws”. Ben Rolston 
and Ray Secour report that they 
have covered the Trail fron Rt. 

140 (the Gulf Road) north to 
the Lower Cold River Road, and 
have done all the necessary 
repair work to have it ready for 
the sunner season, They also 
repaired a broken, pane of glass 
at clarendon Lodge - 

On T.iiG winter hike to Sunny- 
side, the door was repaired, and 
on the recent overnight trip to 
Biff un, one light of glass was 
repaired, the annex was given a 
roof and a cr-esote job. 

As we see the snow line move 
up and up the mountain sides, 
i means the summer hiking season 
is getting nearer and neared. 

There remains a great amount of 
work to be done in the next two 
n cut ho to put our section in first 
class condition. 


ADDITIONS TO 1962 MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Barbara Allard 

John Allard 

Judy Allard 

Mary Elizabeth Allard 

Helen Bailey 

Anna Berg 

Herick Cahee 

Diana Conlon 

George Conlon 

Helen Frink 

Brian Gallagher 


Richard Gallagher 
Mary Isbell 
Veda Knipes 
Joel Mumferd 
Margot Montague 
William Montagu© 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Amie Perkins 


David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Tim Perkins 
Charles Sabourin 
Patricia Sabourin 
Gerard Sabourin 
Mary Pat sabourin 
Michelle Sabourin 
Florence Van Wyck 
Eleanor Walker 
Mrs. Lloyd Weeks 


NOTE: This is the last issue of ”Smoke and Blazes” to be mailed 
to the 1961 list. If you have not yet paid your dues, please 
send them to W. Churchill Scott, 132 Maplo St*> Rutland, Vt., so 
you won’t miss the next issue. 
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PLACE - Little Rock Pond 
DAY - Sat., July 7 
DEPARTURE TIME - 9 AM 
DEPARTURE PLACE - Mel don School 
REMARKS - We plan to meet another 
section of the GMC . Hiking, 
swimming and lunch ere the order 
of the day. 

PLACE - Camel’s Hump 
DAY - Sunday, July 22 
DEPART T TRE TIME - 8 AM 
DEPARTURE P1L.CE - Same os above 
REMARKS - Since we have a long 
drive before we can hike, we 
leave early. The view is wonder- 
ful from the top. 

PLrCE - Lake pleiad 

DAY - Sat . , August 4 

DEPARTURE TIME - 10 AM 

REMi RKS - How about a nice swim 

at Lake Pleiad and then a 

cooling (?) splosh at Texas Falls. 

PLACE - Greenwall Shelter 

DAY - Sun. August 22 

DEPARTURE TIME - 10 AM 

REMARKS - We hear the blueberries 

should be good here. 


AND DON’T FORGET THE 1962 GMC 
-- INTERSECT! CNaL -- 

TIME - Monday, August 27, through 
Labor Day, September 3« 
PLACE - Stratton Mountain scout 

Reservation at Grout Pond, 
Stratton, Vt , 

(Details in May issue of Long 
Tro 11 News . ) 


ADDITIONS TO 1962 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Patricia 3runeau 

Minerva Hinchey 

Jacx Martin 

Jo not Martin 

Betsy Martin 

Carol Martin 

David Martin 

Nancy Martin 

Tommy Martin 

Bernice R, Tuttle 

Mrs. William s« Wadsworth, Sr. 

William S, Wadsworth, Jr. 

Mrs. William. S. Wadsworth, Jr. 

Lori Wadsworth 

William S. Wadsworth, III 
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PICO CAMP , 

by Judy Allard 

At 9 AM on Sunday, May 27, an 
ambitious group started for Pico 
on a beautiful and promising day. 
After a short ride we reached the 
Long Trail Lodge, our starting 
point. 

The trail was in rather bad 
condition. One member remarked 
that this particular section 
hadn’t been quite that bod since 
the ’52 hurricane. It was damn 
in spots, and this added to the 
hard going. One thing which sur- 
prised us, though, was the absence 
of bugs in the woods. i 

Despite the trail's condition, j 
the outing was a lively one, with j 
the youngsters setting the pace, j 
About noon we arrived at the camp ! 
and set about storting a fire. 
Water was soon boiling and we oc- ‘ 
cupied ourselves with devouring 
our lunches. 'We were soon joined 
by three adventurous people who 
had hiked over from Killingtcru 

Later, different groups start- 
ed for either the top or the 
bottom. The only broken panes of 
glass were fixed and then the 
fix-it men proceeded to the top 
to get a look at the marvelous 
view. After the camera bugs had j 
taken enough shots, the last 
group started for home. The trip 
down was very pleasant , with the 
many wild flowers making the trail 
look like a garden path. 

The whole outing was enjoyable 
for nil, and everyone went home 
with a feeling of accomplishment. 

KILLIJTrTON CLIMB 
by Barbara Allard 

The day started cloudy, but 
nine brave (??) adventurers show- 
ed up at Meldon. No one stopped 
us, so we headed for Killing ton 
by way or Clement shelter. The 
sun fid try, so we can say that 
much ior it. 

At Clement we found a familiar 
black VW from N.Y. 


Up the trail we went and by 
the time we reached the brooks 
(there were three then) , it was 
time no eat. Our expert firemen 
had only damp wood, but they soon 
had a fire going that could not 
only cook but also keep the bugs 
away. 

Our energy renewed, we hiked 
along, meeting Ben Rolston dis- 
guised as Robin Hood, He was 
clearing trail. 

Cooper Lodge, we found, is 
in e very sad scats. Vandals 
have smashed every one of the 96 
panes of glass, allowing the 
porkies to taka over the camp. 

It was a mess, 

we tool: J’auick trip to the 
summit, where we got a short 
cloudy peek at Pico — over to 
inspect the top of the lift and 
then back to do a quick cleanup 
job at the lodge. All hands 
pit ••■he d in and v;e worked until 
thude.r drove us out. However, 
if you feel like helping cut, 
there is still lots cf broken 
glass outside the e emu. 

Thunder and clouds began to 
ro.! 1 end so did we. About half 
way down the trail ran (or chang- 
ed) into a brock. Everyone slid 
the rest of the way to Clement. 

It was a change from walking. 

work parties 

The Trails and shelters Comm- 
ittee has planned a number of 
work parties for June and early 
Jury to prepare cur section of 
the trail for the summer season. 

With the Girl scout Roundup 
at Put ton Bay and the increased 
interest in hiking the Long Trail, 
we feel that this year will be 
the largest ever. 

Ben Ralston has cleared the 
Trail from Rte. 140 north to 
Gov. Clement, This leaves the 
rest (about 10 miles) up to the 
remainder of the section. 

Anyone who is willing and able 
to help in any way at all, please 
contact. W. Churchill Scott, 

132 Maple St., Rutland. 


MT. AEOLUS 

by W. Churchill Scott 
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On a bright and sunny day in 
May, a hardy group of G.M.C.ers 
loft to find the caves and summit 
of Mt. Aeolus. 

At East Dorset the local rural 
mailman directed us to the correct 
path, where v. ; e left the cars. After 
a short time this trail divided 
three ways, end with a great d3ol 
of talk we chose the most likely 
looking one. V/e followed up a 
small stream beside the wood road 
and at last come to a very small 
marble dump and a surface marble 
quarry where the wooden derrick 
had long since rotted away. 

Here the rood swung north, so 
we bush-whacked south a -ways and 
hit another road, soon wo nod a 
tasty pot of coffee, thanks to the 
jug of water Craigue had carried. 

As we were resting, a bit of red 
flashed by and upon closer look 
we sa w two scarlet tanagers. 

Soon we were climbing up the 
steepest wood rood we had ever 
seen. Near the top we had some 
very good views of the Coolidge 
Range, Bromley, Stratton and Mt. 
Equinox. 


The road bore around the south 
shoulder of the mountain and C3.' , aiguje 
believed we’d gone too far, so he 
led us in a likely direction and 

hit some red blazes 
which we had 
lines. 


sure encugn, we 
(seen earlier) , 
thought were property 
the less, as we followed then 
went on and on over a rather 


Never -| 
they 
hard 


trail. Along the way we had 
numerous views to the east and nort(h, 
at last reaching the summit where 
the blazes changed to yellow and a 
sign said ’’Dorset”. Here on a 
small ledge there was a beautiful 
view south down the valley toward 
Bennington end Glastonbury Mt, 

On the way back we met Carol 
Martin and Vera Perkins resting by 
the Trail, soon we hit the wood 
road and left the red blazes. 

Perhaps this is where we mode our 
mistake — we should have followed 
the trail to the east in order to 


find the cave, according to our 
later conversation with Mr. 
Aldrich, who knows a great deal 
of Mt . Aeolus. 

last we got back to the 
cars and found c note from 
President Catozzi, saying that 
he’d been there but couldn’t 
find us. sc ended an enjoyable 
hike to another now spot, and 
thanks to Craigue’ s perseverance, 
we found one of our goals. 


COOPER LODGE — AND REGRETS 

Because of recent vandalism — 
and we suspect that it may have 
been aDULT vandalism— all 96 
panes of glass hove been smashed 
from the windows of Cooper Lodge. 

The few are evil. And the 
majority of innocent, as usual, 
must suffer. Until such tine 
that we can determine the reasons 
for vandalism, and o method of 
preventing it, we must take the 
following action on Cooper Ledge: 

The cabin will be cleaned 
up, screening will be installed 
over- the windows to prevent the 
entry of porcupines, a missing 
stove part will be replaced, 
and a new stove pipe will be 
installed , Cooper Lodge will 
then be AN OPEN SHELTER. 

Therefore, it is suggested 
that those planning trips in 
the Kiilington area be advised 
tr t, should the weather report 
predict cold or stormy condi- 
tions, the use of Pico Lodge or 
Clement Shelter is recommended 
for over-night stops, 

Ben Rolston 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF 
SMOTE AND BLAZES - Wednesday 
Augu st 29 . 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT - 
By Ben Rolston 

I am. most pleased that, after 
an absence of five years, the 
Killing ton section once again has 
one of its own trustees in the 
presidential seat of the Green 
Mountain Club. Your new president 
will, through personal contacts 
and his huge volume of correspcnd- 
enc, do all he can to boost the 
Killington Section and to bring 
to the hiking public the advanta- 
ges of hiking end camping on this 
section of the Long Trail, 

We are proud of our portion of 
the Long Tr a il> and proud cf our 
volunteers who have made it the 
fine trail that it is today- vol- 
unteers conquered the engineering 
feat of constructing a suspension 
bridge across Clarendon Gorge , 
Volunteers built Clarendon Lodge, 
one of the finest on the entire 
Long Trail. Another volunteer 
built, almost single-handed, the 
magnificent new Buffum Lodge _ 

And untold thousands of hours of 
volunteer labor hrve continued to 
keep the Killington S G ction of 
the Long Trail alive. " 

Wo salute these volunteers-- 
these from the Rutland area and 
those from our neighboring states. 
Why have they contributed, wit h 
throbbing hearts, aching muscles, 
and sweeting brows, those efferts- 
without any thought of monetary 
remuneration? Because they LC7E 
the Trail and Shelters, and want 
to make them available for others 
to enjoy. 

Wo ore proud of our views too. 
Not counting the horizon-sweeping 
panoramas from the heights of 
Killington and Pico, we have views 
which we consider among the finest 
in Vermont. The pastoral view 
from Button Hill Ridge, with the 
cliffs of White Rocks across the 
valley. The view from Spring 
Lake clearing of the range of 
mountains named for one of our 
native Vermonters who attained 
the highest position in our \ 

notion. And the view from under 

I 
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those maple trees atop the hill 
I just south of the Cold River 
j School — a view of the peaceful 
i valley of the Cold River. PEACE- 
FUL VALLEY — a dream of millions 
of enslaved people throughout the 
world — yot enjoyed so froely in 
j our beloved Varment 

Yes, we are proud of our 
section of the long Trail, To 
the hundreds of hikers from near 
and far who will hike our section 
of the Trail this season, we sin- 
cerely say V.ELOOME 7 , We hope that 
you will receive the same en joy- 
no r t and inspiration— yes ; the 
mental and spiritual uplift — 
during the uso cf our Trail and 
Shelters chat we have experienced 
in preparing them for your hiking 
plea si.: - 3 , 

Beat wishes to all for a most 
enjoyable summer season. 


END-TO-END, ANYONE? 

About 12 years ago, the Kill- 
ington section planned a series 
of hikes designed to qualify the 
participants for the Bnd-to~End 
Award. We utilized the long 
Fourth cf July ahd Labor Day 
weekends for distant parts cf 
the Trail and hiked ever closer 
parts ft other tines of the year. 

Aft or seven years of steady 
effort Mary, Craiguo and Vera 
Perkins covered tne whole length 
- of the Trail and won the End-to- 
End Award, 

About three years ago this 
idea was started again, but inter 
est died out and it was forgotten 
Now a number of members feel this 
might be an easy way to cover the 
Trail, so we would like to try it 
again. 

Anyone interested in this typo 
of hike is asked to contact 
W. Churchill Scott,132 Maple St. 
Rutland . 
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COMING- EVETTS i 

Unless otherwise noted, ell 
hikes depart from the old Meldon 
School building, on Center St. 
just off south Main st. 

DATE - -.Sunday, Sept. 16 
DESTINATION - Bronley 
DEPARTURE TIME - 10 A.M. 

j 

It’s time now for the fall hikes — 
no more bugs! Come alone and 
enjoy the view. Brine your camera. 


DATE - Saturday, Sept. 29 
DESTINATION - Mt. Cushman 
DEPARTURE TIME - 9 A.M. 

This is a new hike to most of us. 
Maybe it’ll be a good one I 


DATE - Sunday, Oct. 14 
DESTINATION - Mt. Hanley 
DEPARTURE TIME - 10 A .M. 

The color should be nice 
today. Everyone who has hiked 
this mountain in West Rutland 
has enjoyed it. 


DATE - Saturday, Oct. 27 
DESTINATION - Beechwood, for 
the annual covered dish supper. 
TIME - Supper begins at 6 p.M. , 
but come earlier if you want to 
take a walk. 

Call Vera Perkins at 3-2941 by 
Friday, Oct. 26, for reserva- 
tions and instructions about 
what dish to bring. Please 
bring your own plate, cup and 
silverware. After supper you’ll 
be properly entertained, "G-MC 
Trustees meet in Rutland the same 
day end we hope to have some of 
them present- 


DEADLINE DATS 

Deadline for the next issue of 
’’Smoke and Blazes” will be ,; ^ednes- 
dey, Oct. 31 . Please get material 
to editor Ann Reynolds at 33 
Temple St. on or before that date. 
If you arc asked to vjrito up a 
trip that you attend, please try 
to do it as soon os possible and 
send it on in. The editor is 
making no follow-ups, as you can 
see by the size of this issuel 


GREENWALL SHELTER 
by John Car nr. hen 


O 
4 - 


RUMMAGE SALE 


A week of gray, muggy weather 
in Rutland broke almost on the 
hour for our departure from Mcldon 
School on Sunday, August 12, and 
our small group of eight hod a 
perfect day for the hike into 
Gre-enwall from Wallingford Gulf 
Road. 

Just below U.S.F.S. road #19, 
we were joined by Ben ana Dorothy 
Rolston, who had been camping at 
Gifford Woods for the weekend. 

Their appearance on the trail was 
most -welcome. 

Biggest surprise was the pro- 
gress on the new shelter at 
Greenwoll. A completely new, 
prefabricated-appearing leanto , 
facing west and nearer the trail, 
was awaiting us, together with 
steel-covered picnic table to 
ward off the porkies. some clean- 
ing up and perhaps some finishing 
touches were all that remained to 
be done to this handsome shelter. 

For lunch our group preferred 
the sunshine and pleasant solid- 
ness of the older log shelter. 

Also, the older shelter is closer 
to the outhouse and the spring. 

Water is in short supply et this 
camp and along most of this sec- 
tion of the Trail. 

All were agreed that the log 
shelter should be allowed to remain. 
Forest Service, please take notol 
It is in good repair and has many 
more years of useful life. Further- 
more, it is a beautiful job of 
log construction and has a Long 
Trril character which newer 
structures cannot duplicate. 

For a short hike after lunch, 
the group went on up to the peak 
of the cliffs at White Rocks. 

There we were joined by Craigue 
Perkins for the homeward trip. 

All in ell, it was a good holf- 
dey outing. 

LATE NEWS FLASH 
RUMMAGE SALE NOV. 17th 
NEIGHBORHOOD '.ROOMS 


The date and pic ce for the 
annual rummage sale, Killington 
Section’s chief fund-raising 
event, have not yet been set — 
but it will be SOON, and you will 
bo notified in some way, if it is 
before the next issue of ’’Smoke 
and Blazes” . 

In the meantime, start gather- 
ing year donations. The committee 
reports that the following items 
have sold especially well in the 
past: books, jewelry, puzzles, 
yarn, toys, dishes, wallets 
and handbags. 


LITTLE ROCI-Tf POND 

Tho first Saturday in July 
proved to be an ideal one for a 
trip to Little Rocky — not too 
hot, yet warn enough for swim- 
ming and sunning, and the bugs 
seemed conspicuous by their 
absence, ccnp‘ red with last year. 

Tho trip was marked by its 
large attendance, with some 25 
people joining in at one point 
or another. In addition, a large 
group of Boy scouts stopped 
for s rest. 

Everyone traveled : t his own 
pace, so that actual arrivals 
end departures from the pond were 
I spread out over a long period-- 
i and no one seemed in a hurry to 
loavc. 

T As the next-to-laat groups 
got in their cars at the roc.fi, 
we wondered hew six Allards and 
one additional hiker were jaing 
to return in one small Volkswagen, 
but somehow they made it, we 
learned later*. 


NEW OUTING SCHEDULE 

I 

i With this issue of ” Smoke and 
I Blazes” you’ll find enclosed 
I the fall and winter outing schefi- 
• ulo. We’ll visit each of the 
shelters in our section, as well 
j as other hikes, old and new. 

Extra copies of the schedule may 
be obtained from club officers. 
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All trips leave from the old 
Meldon School building, on 
Center st. just off south Main St. 
unless otherwise noted. 

DATE - Sunday, Nov. 11 
DESTINATION - Saltash Mountain 
DEPARTURE TIME - 10 A.M. 

This is a new one and I don’t 
know much about it. Come and 
see if I’m wrong. 


DATE - Saturday, Nov. 24 
DESTINATION - Pico Shelter 
DEPARTURE TIME - 9 A.M. 

The view from the tower last year 
was marvelous. The beechnuts 
might be good, and the company 
is always excellent-- naturally. 


DATE - Sunday, Dec. 9 
DESTINATION - Tucker Lodge, 
Moonlight Hike 
DEPARTURE TIME - 7 P.M. 

After much consulting of charts, 
graphs, etc., the powers that 
rule decided this was the right 
time for moonlight. Let’s see 
if they are right. 


DATE - Saturday, D e c, 22 
DESTINATION - Clement Shelter 
DEPARTURE TIME - 9 A.M. 

If the season is getting you 
down, and you slump into a 
valley of fatigue, come out 
into the fresh air and get rid 
of your worries. 


DATE - Sunday, Jan. 6 
DESTINATION - Buff urn Lodge 
DEPARTURE TIME - 10 A.M. 

This will probably be a snowshoe 
hike. Try to get them in shape 
before you leave, but bring 
along a piece of string, just 
in case. It always comos in handy l 

RUMMAGE SALE 

The annual GMC rummage sale 
will be Saturday, Nov. 17th, 
at the Neighborhood Rooms, 
starting at 9 A.M. Please 
bring rummage on F rida y, for 
sorting and pricing. If you 
need to have your contributions 
picked up, call Craigue Perkins. 
Let’ make this fund-raising event 
a successful one. 


BROMLEY MOUNTAIN 
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On Sunday, Sept. 16, a large 
group took advantage of a good 
fall day to climb Bromley Mountain. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paddock’s daughter 
and family from Manchester 
accompanied us, along 
with little Louie Catozzi, who 
started working on his End-to-End 
award. 

After a short trip from the 
road, we arrived at Bromley 
Shelter, vhere we ate lunch. 

This is a re the r small camp, but 
snug and in a nice spot. Nearby 
a good-sized brook supplies the 
water. 

With lunch finished and a 
good rest, we hiked up a very 
well-kept trail gently climbing 
through brilliant hard-wood 
foliage. Everyone set his own 
pace and soon wc broke out into 
the ski runs. From here the 
trail became pretty steep and 
soon we were at the top. 

Some folks were content to 
bask in the sun and enjoy the 
view of mountain after mountain 
to the east, south and west. 

Others went on to the tower , 
where we could get a 360 degree 
view of the Adirondacks, Green 
and and White Mountains and the 
Berkshires. But none of us 
could figure out what is the 
fifth state one can see from 
there, according to the publicity. 
Soon it was time to go and we 
ended another enjoyable day 
hiking to the top of another 
beautiful mountain of Vermont. 

May we always be able to walk 
to the summits instead of taking 
the easy wa y via chairlift l 

ANOTHER NEW HIKER 

George and Ann Reynolds are 
the happy parents of a second 
son, born SePt. 17. Bob was 
introduced at the covered dish 
supper, just as his brother was 
two years ago. Your editor thanks 
the GMC members for their cards 
and expressions of good wishes. 


TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

On Oct. 27. Ray Secor checked 
the Trail from Clarendon to Gov. 
Clement and reported that it was 
in good condition, in spite of 
the recent wind and rain storm. 
Clarendon was in good shape, 
with only one broken window e 
Ray and Ben Rolston spent the 
night of Oct. 26 there,. 

On the same date Churchill 
Scott checked from Clarendon 
south to the Gulf Road,. There 
was a small amount of brush and 
blow-downs. The camps were in 
excellent shape, with no broken 
windows, a good supply of wood, 
and wore swept cleans 

There wore at least three 
entries in the Sunnyside log 
book about the poor water supply. 
This will have to be taken 
care of on our next trip there. 

On Nov. 2/j.s when wo have a 
hike to Pico, there are a number 
of things that can be done before 
winter, The window frames can 
be moved, tne trail cleared from 
Pico Junction, and if time permit 
a new annex can at least be 
started* If weather permits, we 
plan to cut a nc w trail around 
the big swamp south of the near 
junction. 

COVEED DISH SUPPER 
by Mary Isbell 

Almost 60 people attended the 
annual covered dish supper at 
Beechwood on Oct. 27. This gather 
ing included several GVC Trustees 
and thoir families , who had come 
for a Trustees’ meeting that day, 
Among them were Ben Rolston, 

Bob Humes, Roy Buchanan and Bill 
Bartlett 

The food was delicious, as 
usual, with a variety of dishes 
and desserts. Although we expect 
ed to bring our own dishes and 
silver, we found that silver, and 
paper plates and cups had been 
provided. We had a lot of fun 
visiting with our out-of-town 
guests before and after dinner. 
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LOm TRAIL HIKE 
by W. Chur chill Scott 

From Aug. 19-23, I enjoyed 
leading a group of Girl Scouts 
and their loaders on a trip from 
the Wardsboro-iirlington Road 26 
milos north to Mad Tom Shelter 
and out to East Dorset. 

'Then I volunteered for this 
job, I figured there would be 
seven or eight in the group. 

But when it c:ne time to go 
and I was informed there would 
be seventeen of us in all, I had 
my doubts. Our section has always 
maintained that only small groups 
should use the Trail, so I was 
hoping i'd meet no one on the 
Trail that I knew. 

However, after four days of 
watching these girls handle them- 
selves and the various situations 
they met, I'm sure that if all 
groups conducted themselves as 
well, the GMC would have nothing 
to worry about. 

VTe left Gj-out J 0 b about 3 ™,M. 
Sunday and hiked up the logging 
road to Willis Ross Camp, p. ssing 
a £Ood-sizcd beaver dam on the 
way. Each group set its own pace, 
with a counselor in charge. With 
12 girls and five loaders, this 
was no problem. He just missec 
the work party, for they had been 
going over the Trail and had 
painted the annex. We dug a 
temporary one with the trench 
shovel we'd carried for just this 
purpose. This first night we all 
crowded into the shelter. 

Next day we went on th swezey 
past Bigelow and Stratton View. 
Beavers have done a lot of work 
at Stratton pond, and at the out- 
let there is a 30-foot log to 
cross. With the packs some girls 
had, this was a job, I finally 
wound up taking off my shoes and 
socks and going in up to my 
knees. You should try that early 
some morning! 

New Svrezey is a good camp, but 
we went on to Old Swezey. We 
decided to sleep out in spite of 
the threatening rain, making 
shelters of our ground cloths and 
ponchos . 


The following day we went on 
by Spruce Peak, where we got a 
good view of the Manchester 
Valley and arrived at Bromley 
Camp in the early afternoon. Since 
it was occupied, we decided to 
eat, fill our canteens, and go 
on to the two brooks mentioned 
in the Guide Book. They were 
dry as a bone when we got tnere. 

Wo felt full of pep, and the 
brisk northwest wind had cleared 
the sky, so it was good and cool. 

So we kept going, and soon 
were on top of Bromley. Here we 
made our beds, planned to have a 
dry lunch, and eat at Mad Tom the 
next morning. There wasn't a 
cloud in the sky, but a^ut 3 A.M. 
the clouds rolled in ana every- 
thing got wot. e ate and went 
on to Mad Tom, where we ate a 
breakfast-lunch, rested and 
viewed the new Mad Tom Shelter, 

We hiked down the Mad Tom Brook 
Trail to E Q st Dorset. 

In this 26 miles of hiking, 
there arc only 2.5 miles - climb- 
ing Bromley - that is uphill. 

The Worcester and Brattleboro 
Sections have done wonderful 
work on the Trail and shelters, 

The group I was with came from 
California, New York, Maine and 
all over Vermont, and they all 
learned a great deal about the 
GMC and the Long Trail. We all 
want to thank the GMC for a 
wonderful experience. 

NEW MEMBERS 

The following have been added to 
the membership list for 1962: 

Alien Camp 

Dr. Earle Johnson 

Ken LaPlant 

Elsie Maier 

Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

Les Pfenning 
Marc Pfenning 
Susan Pfenning 

Which reminds us - it will soon 
be time to pay 1963 membership 
dues to Churchill Scott, Treasurer, 
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MT. CUSHMAN 
by Vera Perkins 

A small but optimistic group 
met at Mel don school on Saturday 
Sept. 28th for the trip to Mt. 
Cushman. T^o the morning was 
foggy we anticipated clearing 
weather and a colorful drive up 
scenic Route 100 to Rochester, 

Tho we kept telling each other 
that over the next hill or around 
the next bend we would run out 
of the fog, it stayed with us all 
the way. We had occasional 
glimpses of bright trees - just 
enough to show us what we were 
missing. 

At Rochester we took the 
road toward the east just beyond 
The common and stopped for 
directions soon after leaving 
the village. Following these 
brought us to the place for leav- 
ing the cars and beginning the 
actual hike. Here we crossed an 
open pasture and after several 
false starts found the trail e A 
fairly steep but not too long 
climb brought us in sight of tho 
fire tower which proved to us 
that we were on the top of some- 
thing. The fire warden assured 
us that it was Mt. Cushman, but 
for all wo could see it might 
have been anywhere as we were 
enveloped in clouds. 

After a brief warn up in the 
warden’s cabin, Churchill built 
one of his famous fires in spite 
of the dampness. The hot coffee 
never tasted better. 

We learned from the warden 
that there is a Jeep road practi- 
cally to the top. An old issue 
of THE VER MONTER tells of a pro- 
posed project of tho Rochester 
Improvement Association to develop 
Mt, Cushman. T^e old road lead- 
ing from Rochester to Randolph 
and passing near the summit was 
to be restored, also a connecting 
road leading over to Bethel. 

The first annual Mt. Cushman 
Day was held on the summit on 
August 27 » 1936 with 600 persons 
picnicing there. Many years 


earlier a building 30 x 40 ft. 
had been erected on the summit 
by the original Artemis Cushing 
for parties and dancing. 

In wpite of all this enthusiasm 
25 yeais ago, two fireplaces for 
picnic parties are the only remain' 
ing "developments" and the warden 
reported that the mountain had 
very few visitors these days. 

Tho view from here is said to 
be excellent. We wouldn’t know 
about that but we’d like to go 
again and find out. 

We returned tc our cars by 
the same trail we had followed 
up tho mountain, arriving just 
as a steady rain „egan which 
accompanied us all the way to 
Rutland. In spite of the poor 
weather this was an interesting 
trip. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 
SUGGESTION 

For that friend or relative 
"who has everything", why not a 
nenbersnip in the GMC and/or the 
GMC Guide Book? Churchill Scott 
132 Maple St» , will be happy to 
help Santa Claus by filling your 
order. 


BEWARE - HUNTING SEASON’ 

With not one, but two hiices 
scheduled during hunting season, 
it might be well to equip your- 
self with an item seen in a local 
sports store - a bright red vest 
boldly labeled, ’’DON’T SHOOT - 
I’M A MAN’’’ 
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A Note About Numbers 


Smoke and Blazes started in 1948 as a monthly publication 
and continued so until about 1959 when it became a 
bimonthly. In about 1967 it switched to quarterly 
publication. Occasionally issues were skipped, especially 
in 1970 and 1971. 

In general each calendar year was assigned a new "Volume" 
and "Numbers" were assigned consecutively from "1" through 
each year. 

There is some lack of consistency in the months of 
publication, and there are some out-and-out errors in the 
numbering . 

The following Table of Contents lists the issues in this 
binder showing the Volume, Number, and Date as printed, and, 
where different, what the Volume, Number, and Date probably 
should have been. 


Dedication 

This set of copies of Smoke and Blazes is donated to the 
Rutland Historical Society in memory of my parents, Mary and 
Craigue Perkins and my aunt, Vera Perkins. They conceived 
the idea for a Killington Section newsletter in 1948 and 
served as editors and publishers for the first several years 
of its existence, cutting stencils, and running mimeograph 
copies in our living room. They continued as frequent 
contributors to the publication and as active members of the 
Club for over a half century. Fortunately, Dad had a pack 
rat proclivity which I seem to have inherited. By combining 
his collection of Smoke and Blazes with mine, I have been 
able to put together this complete run of the publication. 

Bob Perkins 
Rutland, VT 
April, 1999 
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Sat., Jan. 19 - SUNNYSIDE *Sat. Jan. 26 - ANNUAL MEETING 

We’ll be leaving at nine A.M. !? President Ray Catozzi will 

from Meldon School for a good Ncall the annual meeting of 

snowshoe trip to Sunnyside Shelter .lithe Killington Section to order 


Bring along your cameras, and sle< 
if you like to slide. 

Sun. Feb. 3 - SPAGHETTI SUPPER AT 
CLARENDON LODGE 

The dinner gong rings at six 
P.M. GMC provides the spaghetti 
and sauce free. Bring your own 
salad, garlic bread, wine, or 
whatever else you like with 
spaghetti. Come right to the 
lodge at six or sooner. Those of 
you who went last year remember 
wh8t a smashing success this 
hike was. Come on and join the 
fun. 

Sat. & Sun., Fet. 16 and 17 - 
WINTER WEEKEND AT TALL TIMBER 

Reservations will be necessary 
for this weekend. Call the 
Perkins at 773-7954 by Tuesday, 
the 12th. If you can’t come for 
the whole time, come and visit 
us and take a walk in the voods. 


if’at 8 P M,, Saturjay Jan. 26, in 
I* the CVPS rooms. Mr. and Mrs . 

’Lie yd 1 r eeks of Springfield will 
•show slides of their Long Trail 
'travels, and refreshments will 
»be served at the end of the 
•evening. Anyone willing to 
•provide refreshments is asked 
•to call Vera Perkins at 773-2941. 


RUMMAGE SALE REPORT 

Vera Perkins and her committee 
report that the annual fall 
* rummage sale netted about $115.00, 
which they felt v;as a good return. 
They want to thank everyone who 
contributed rummage, including 
the out-of-town folks who brought 
or sent i tens — including Betty 
Ball, who sent rummage all the 
way from Florida. 

In the 15 years since they 
began, rummage sales have netted 
the Killington section nearly 
$1,800.00 — a lot of money we 
wouldn’t have had otherwise. 
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A MESSAGE FROM SCHENECTADY - 

It was surely nice getting 
out agoin with the Killington 
Section on the January 6t,h 
Buff urn Lodge trip, One cl the 
nicest oanps on the Long Trail, 
and one of the friendliest groups 
to hike with. It was encourag- 
ing to see the many children along 
— these young people will be 
tomorrow's CMC leaders. 

On the 5th, made a snowshoo 
trip over one of my favo-ite 
sections of the Trail — between 
Upper Road and Lower Road* A 
most inspring walk--tbe round 
of Cold River gurgling under 
its coating of ice; tho surface 
of the snow broken -•> J y by the 
footprints of the doer, rabbj.ts 
and other wildlife in sear- oh of 
food; the < uiet of the winter 
woods broken only by the sound 
of whirring partridge wings, or 
the chickadee-dee-dee of my 
favorite bird. These ere the 
rewards of cnowshoeing thru the 
wilderness . 

Munch will probably be written 
and discussed about the recent 
vandalism at Clarendon Lodge , 

Such acts are most di sc our aging. 

Yet we can feel fortunate, for 
this is the first major vanlaiism 
to hit clarendon since it was 
built 10 years ago. Perhaps such 
damage, instead of discouraging 
us, may make us so mad that wo 
will be even more determined to 
work herd to keep our Long Trail 
program moving ahead. And our 
appreciation goes to Churchill 
Scott who has been working so 
diligently to repair the windows. 

A3 1963 starts to roll for- 
ward, we know that the program 
of the Killington Section will 
move forward too, keeping pace 
with the increasing interest in 
hiking, camping, and enjoying 
the beauty of our Vermont forests, 
streams, and mountains. With 
our combined efforts, 1963 will 
be a great year for GMC. 

— Ben Rolston 


MOONLIGHT HIKE TO TUCKER 
by Doris Newton 
At take-off time the first 
real snowfall of the season was 
in full progress, but after all, 
whan did snow ever stop the GMC? 
Afuer some sliding cround on the 
road, cars wore parked, equip- 
ment- gathered, end we were off 
on the path to Tucker, 

Isn't it surprising how light 
the open hard -woods can be at 
night and in a snowstorm? Still, 
lights in the window of Tucker 
we,e a p]easant sight. Members 
from Jpringl'iblu re already 
there after ar afternoon of 
scrambling around on Doer Loop. 
They he. j b set: as glad as wo were 
noc to find a stone cola cabin 
and to find dry wood and cools 
in the stove ; thanks to a morning 
trip by Craigue Perkins and 
Churchill Scott. (Thanks to both 
of you from all of us there?) 

vVit.n about 25 people present, 
Tuoirer was not quite bursting at 
th • seams, but space was at a 
premium and the upper berths 
wove well filled. After good 
talk, gecd coffee, good doughnuts, 
and a pleasant walk out thru 
heavily foiling snew, the "Moon- 
light^ hike was pronounced very 
satisfactory . 


PICO PEAK 
by Barbara Allard 

Even though the weather 
looked bad, quite a few showed 
up to climb Pico, vie even had 
some of cur members from way 
down in Springfield, There wa3 
just enough snow to make the 
wolking interesting. The higher 
we got on the mountain the 
lovlier our surroundings. Every- 
thing was covered with white. 

In camp we found some clever 
person had knocked a hole in 
the stove so he could build a 
fire in the ove'si, Makes it 
difficult for people who know 
how to use th6 stove. 
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After lunch the expert carpent- 
ers had an audience while they 
rehung windows. After the tra- 
ditional last cup of coffee, it 
was tine to go hone. It had 
been overcast all day, but with 
sunset cane sone clear and color- 
ful views. So you nissed a good 
one if you didn’t cone along. 


BTJFFUM SHELTER 
By W. Churchill Scott 

Our annuel winter hike to 
Buffun proved to be a big success 
with visitors fron New Y^rk and 
Massachusetts . 

The early arrivals decided 
not to wear snowshoes, except 
for George Reynolds , but when we 
saw the amount of snow in the 
woods — 14i inches deep, according 
to Craigue Perkins--we were 
sorry. 

Ben Rolston, Vic Randolph and 
fanily and friends were there, 
and as usual, a good fire and 
warn cabin greeted us, soon 
lunches were being eaten, and 
then all wo wanted to do was sit 
around the fire and talk. 

George tried nany tines to 
pronoto a hike to sunnysido, but 
after numerous attenpts said 
’’V.'hat a bunch of hikers i” 

After lunch the Martins, Vera 
Perkins, Doris Newton and the 
Valiquettes arrived to swell 
our total nunber to 26. 

Soon it was tiiie to leave and 
all of us are very grateful to 
the Y/ellachs, for permission to 
use their land, and co Craigue, 
for his willingness to builu 
such an enjoyable shelter for us. 


SALTASH MOUNTAIN 
by W. Churchill Scott 

The day for this hike was very 
threatening, and as the five of us 
sat in the car hoping nore would 
show up, rain fell now and then, 
Craigue, Churchill and the 
Gallagher boys discussed the pros 
and cons cf going. Seeing this 
was a new trip, we finally 
decided to try it. 

After nany crooks and turns we 
arrived at the spot where, accord- 
ing to the topographical and Vt. 
State D3 pt, of Highways naps, a 
road was to load us to Bear Mt., 
a peak just north of Saltash. 

Just as wo loft the car snow 
began to fall and lasted all day. 
We hiked along a well defined 
wood road, choosing the right 
turns for over a half nile. Then, 
seeing we were turning north too 
far, v;o found a good spot to eat. 

W5th Craigue 's ever-present 
tarp good dry wood and a brook, 
we Lad a very comfortable rest 
and o chance to dry out the boys’ 
socks „ We decided to return a 
ways to a fork in the wood road, 
which turned to the east. This 
proved to be a very easy gride 
through young pine trees. We 
nade a nental note that this 
WGuld be an ideal snowshoe hike 
for the future* 

Soon the boys were getting 
wet and tired, and the sun was 
setting, so we turned toward 
hone as the clouds broke. The 
loot few minutes’ walk was 
beaut- ful, with the sun’s rays 
piercing the clouds to speed 
over the anew covered farm land. 

7e feel that if we’d been able 
to see Saltash we'd have had 
better luck, but now we’ll have 
to wait till next tine. 
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DATE - Saturday April 6 
DESTINATION - Sugar party at 
Universalis t Church, West Street 
TIME - 6:30 PM 

The GMC is holding its annual 
" sugar on snow" party in a public 
place this year. Call 773-2941 
for reservations by Thursday 
April 4th, 

DATE - Sunday, April 21 
DESTINATION - Greenwall Shelter 
DEPARTURE TIME - 10:00 AM 
We have a new shelter at Greenwall - 
We cay still have e bit of snow, 
so be sure to wear good boots. 
There’ll be a chance to visit 
White Rocks too. Leave fron 
Meldon School. 

DATE - Saturday and Sunday, May 4-5 
DESTINATION - Tucker Lodge 
The club will be j-ieeting right 
at the lodge. It seeris that 
since the lodge was built in 1936, 
it how needs an operation. We'll 
be using all the consultants and 
assistants we can get. Activities 
will be going on both days, and 
you're welcotie to stay overnight. 


DATE - Sunday, May 19 
DESTINATION - Clement Shelter 
DEPARTURE TIME - 10:00 AM 
Clement also needs a bit of 
attention, so this will be a 
combination work and pleasure 
hike. We nay be able to drive 
right to the shelter by this 
tine. Leave fron Meldon school. 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

At a recent nee ting of the 
committee, it was decided that 
with the tremendous amount of 
snow (29 inches on top of table 
at Buffum) it will not be 
possible to do much work until 
after the next issue of "Smoke 
and Blazes". At that time we 
will have more information on 
work parties. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Mr. Lincoln Isham has given 
the Klllington Section another 
very generous contribution in 
honor of Abraham Lincoln, to be 
used in trails and shelter work. 
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WINTER WEEKEND AT TALL TIMBER 
By the Days and Cahees 
of Springfield, Vt. 

The bright sun and cloudless 
blue sky made the 40 hikers forget 
the frigid air end biting wind 
as they packed their gear up the 
hill to the Perkins's oamp Tall 
Timber, on Feb. 16. A total of 
50 people registered, coming from 
Schenectady, New York City, 

Y/orcester and Shrewsbury, Mass. 
Springfield and Rutland, Vt., 
with 26 staying overnight. 

Beef stew, the kind that 
sticks to the ribs, and all one 
could eat, was served at noon 
in two sittings to about 40. 

This grand meul with all the 
trimmings gave everyone extra 
energy for the afternoon activ- 
ities. 

After lunch, six hikers, led 
by Ben Rolston, snowshoed to 
Tucker Lodge, arriving at 4:30. 

After a short rest they continued 
on to the main road and hiked 
back to Tall Timber on foot, enjoy- 
ing the colorful alpine glow 
as the sun set, on Pico Peak. 

The Springfield group chopped 
umpteen cords of wood to help 
keep Jack Frost out of their 
cabins, while others took short 
snowshoe hikes over the beautiful 
countryside and snapped many 
pictures of the sparkling white 
snow and the bluest sky imaginable 

The hearty supper of corned 
beef hash, cabbage salad, and 
chocolate bread pudding, more than 
satisfied the appetites of the 
hungry hikers. The lively after- 
dinner discussions were suddenly 
hushed as many found themselves 
engrossed in trying to extricate 
the pencils with string attached 
which Harold Voliquette hod deft- 
ly fastened to sweater or shirt 
buttonhole. 

Around nine o'clock, 12 of the 
group left the cozy farmhouse and 
braved the 15 below zero tempera- 
ture to hike to the cabins - to 
sleep? During the night, the 
temperature dropped to about 20 
below. 


Those in the farmhouse and work- 
shop retired soon, and all met 
the next morning for a welcome 
breakfast featuring hot oatmeal. 

After breakfast had been digest- 
ed, one group snowshoed to the 
Beaver Pond near the old Chittenden 
road crossing and beyond to the 
Long Trail, arriving back just in 
time for dinner. Others took 
advantage of the second day of 
pure blue skies to take further 
short hikes and more colored 
pictures. Still another group 
spent the morning enjoying the 
excellent skiing at Pico. 

Another sumptuous meal, star- 
ring fricasseed chicken breasts, 
was enjoyed by the 'Vinter Y/eek- 
enders at noon on Sunday. After 
dinner, gear was gathered up into 
packs as all reluctantly prepared 
to head down the trail to the cars, 

No one will ever forget the 
hospitality of the Perkins, the 
warmth and cheer of the comfort- 
able farmhouse, the delicious 
meals so ably planned and prepar- 
ed, and the good fellowship of 
old and hew friends. 

BOOK NEWS 

THE RJN OF FAMILY CAMPING , by 
George S. Nells, is a ne 
addition at the Rutland Library. 

It contains everything imaginable 
about family camping, from menus 
to stoves. ''Ignoring outdated 
wood lore, ’The Fun of Family 
Camping' is an invaluable hand- 
book for lovers of today's tamed 
wilderness ," 


LONG TRAIL NEWS 

There have been reports that 
some members of the Killington 
Section have not been receiving 
The Long Trail News. Please 
notify W. Churchill Scott, 132 
Maple St* * Rutland, if this 
happens to you, so the mistake 
can be corrected. 


-3- 


1963 KILLING TON SECTION MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Following is o list of paid members for 1963, to date. You can 
still pay your 1963 dues ($2.00 for adults; 50 cents for juniors) to 
W. Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St», Rutland, The next issue of "Smoke 


and Blazes” will be 

the lost one to be mailed 

to the 1962 list. 

Martha Adams 

Fred Field 

Ann Reynolds 

Rachel Be^ry 

Ella Fritsch 

George R e ynolds 

Richard Berry 

Hans Fritsch 

John Reynolds 

Theresa Berry 

Frances Greene 

Robert Reynolds 

Thomas B e rr y 

Mary Isbell 

Ben Rolston 

Vanessa Berry 

Lincoln I sham 

Richard Roberts 

Harriot Bryant 

George Kirk 

Ellen Russell 

Miles Bryant 

Florence Mitchell 

Ray S e cor 

Lucy Bishop 

William Mitchell 

Candace Scott 

Henry Bride 

Joel Mucford 

Robert Scott 

Anno Berg 

Peorle Nichols 

W. Churchill Scott 

Hedrick Cahee 

Doris Newton 

Susan farbell 

Florence Cahee 

Herbert Ogden, Jr. 

Florence Van Wyck 

Jimmie Catozzi 

John paddock 

Harold Valiquette 

Johnnie Catozzi 

Florence Paddock 

Thelma Valiquette 

Louie Catozzi 

Anne Perkins 

Elizabeth Y/ e ©ks 

Raymond catozzi 

David Perkins 

Donald Wilder 

Polly Crocker 

Polly Perkins 

Diane wilder 

Solly Crocker 

Robert Parkins 

Robert Wi3 der 

Virginia Day 
Y/illiom Day 
Thomas Dunn 

RECEIPTS 

Thelma Perkins 
Tim Perkins 

Vera Perkins 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 

Carleton Wilson 
1962 


Balance on hand, Jan, 1, 1962., $457,48 

Membership dues 147.50 

Rummage sale 119.26 

Gifts for trails and shelters 119.00 

Interest on money in bank 18. 30 

Winter Weekend 6,10 

Sugar-on-snow party 2.80 

Sale of 2 guide books 3.00 

Sale of 2 GMC patches 1,00 

$87 

DISBURSEMENTS 

To Fred Field for fire insurance $ 25*50 

To main club for dues 32.55 

To main club for guide books 10.00 

"Smoke and Elazes” expense 23.82 

Outing committee 20.47 

Trails and shelters expense 19.67 

To Novak Printing for membership cards 10. 50 

Postage 4.00 

Annual Meeting expense 2.99 

Balance, cash on hand ..$724.94 
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COMING EVENTS 

Saturday, June 1 - GMC ANNUAL 

MEETING 

As announced in the recent Long 
Trull News, the annual meeting of 
the Green Mountain Club will be 
Saturday, June 1st at the Long 
Trail Lodge. 

Here’s the schedule: 

10:00 AM - Coffee hour 
11;00 AM - Business meeting 
12:15 PM - Lunch at the Lodge 
2 :C0 PM - Conclusion of 

business meeting 
6:15 PM - Dinner at the Lodge 
8:00 HI - Program to be 
announced . 

Let’s have a good representation 
of the Killington Section. No 
advance reservations required for 
meals; they’ll ’’count noses” at 
morning sossion. 

Sunday, June 2 - BLUE RIDGE 

Bring a good pair of shoes to 
kike in if you’re coming along to- 
day. We'll be passing the 
Cascades, and the view from the 
top is very nioe. Leaving Mel don 
School at 10:00 AM 


- GREEN M OUNTAIN CLUB - June -July 196 3 ~ 
Saturday, June 15 - STRATTON POND 

Stratton Pond comes under the 
heading of a difficult hiko. Who- 
ever comes along should hs ve at 
least somo idea cf what he is do- 
ing- Don’t forget your swim suit 
if you like to swim. Meet at 
Meldon ct 9:00 AM. 

Sunday, June 30 - WILCOX HILL 

The GMC’ers are going to try 
a different assult on Wilcox. The 
view should be tremendous from the 
top, so don’t forget the cameras. 
Meldon School at 10:00 AM. 


Saturday, July £*3 - SALTASH MT. 

V7o now have cnother of our 
famous discovery hikes. We don’t 
know what we’ll find here. The 
Club moots at 9:00 AM ct Meldon. 
Come looking with us. 
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CLEMENT CLEARING AND CLEANING TRIP 

An excellent cleanup crew appear- 
ed to give Clement shelter a good 
spring cleaning. We found the 
shelter fairly clean, but walled 
against the winter wind with balsam 
branches. After lunch and hot, 
hot coffee, we moved out the 
branches and swept the floor. A 
bit of discussion went on as to 
how the lower bunk should be 
repaired. 

The shelter now spotless, all 
but three poo pie left for homo. 

These throe steamed up the trail 
about a mile and a half, tore out 
blowdcwns, ripped out brush, and 
in general smoothed the way for 
future travelers. Upon returning 
to comp, wo found more visitors and 
a final cup of coffee. All day 
we never saw even ono porkie. 

Bcrburo Allard 

MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Secretary-Treasurer Churchill S#ott 
reports the following names added 
to the 1963 membership: 

Holen Bailoy 
Allan Camp 
John Carnahan 
Mary Carnahan 
Paul Cnrnahan 
Sarah Carnahan 
Ruth Fostman 
Helen Frink 
Brian Gallagher 
Riohrrd Gallagher 
H. Minerva Hinchey 
Elsie Maier 
Margot Montague 
William Montaguo 
Crcigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Charles Srbourin 
Gerard Sabourin 
Mary srbourin 
Michelle Sabourin 
Patricia Sabourin 
M. Eleanor Walker 

It’s nice to see somo new names on 
this list, as well as old familiar 
onos. When did you last get a 
new momber for tno GMC? 


"SHORT TRIPS" FOLDER 

A revised edition of the pop- 
ular folder, "Short Trips on the 
Long Trail " 1 is now available 
from the GMC office in Rutland. 
The stato of Vermont has also 
purchased a large quentiy of the 
folders for distribution to 
visitors. 


GREENWALL SHELTER 

On a bright spring day, a 
good-sized group of hikers drove 
to the Gulf Road and walked south 
on the Tr ; il to Groenwall shelter. 
There were a number of new faces 
and wc all had an enjoyable walk 
as wc climbed toward the Boulo 
Farm* At the uppor rood wo found 
a joop parked and decided it 
belonged to Don Kent. 

Aftor plowing through a number 
of snow drifts and passing numer- 
ous pussywillows, wo soon arrivod 
at the new Groenwall Shelter, 
built last year by the U.S.F.S. 

Sure enough, thore was Don 
Kent with a couple from Middlo- 
bury College, and two more girls 
from Middlobury who had como in 
over the Keowaydin Trail from tho 
White Rocks picnic area. Thoy 
had a good fire going and in no 
time dinner and coffee wore 
served. 

After o short rost, the moro 
active mombers continued on to 
tho top of tho White Rock3 Cliff, 
and on a side trail had a boouti- 
ful viow of tho Otter Crock Valley, 
tho western mountains of Vermont, 
end the Adirondacks. 

At lest wo began to head for 
homo in our own little groups, 
talking, over plans for our 
future hikes and work parties. 

Just as we crossod tho brook by 
our cars, it stertod to rein; 
onco again tho weather hod treated 
us very good. 

W. Churchill Scott 


TUCKER WORK PARTY* 


A MESSAGE FROM 
YOUR GMC PRESIDENT 
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On our first schodulod work 
pcrty in g number of years, wo 
hiked in to Tucker where thero 
were a number of jobs to do bo- 
foro the camp would bo ready for 
tho.3ummer season. 

Craiguo and Churchill had 
made a special trip tho day bo- 
foro to carry tho material in. 

On Saturday most of tho day wag 
spent in toaring up the floor, 
jacking up the joists, putting 
solid footing under thorn, and 
relaying tho floor. Wo leveled 
up the bunks and socurod the 
3tove pipe. Eleanor and Vera 
came in to wash the windows for 
us, but wo woro almost ready to 
leavo, so they camo out with us« 

On Sunday wo tackled tho 
foundation that has given us 30 
much trouble for years. Thanks 
to Horold’s and Craiguo’s know- 
ledge of masonry, a new wall was 
built. One would have to see it 
to believe what o big difference 
this makes in the appeuranco of 
Tucker. The front roof was 
repaired, a gutter addod, and the 
front steps rebuilt. 

In mid-afternoon a largo group 
from Springfield 3toppod in for 
coffeo after spending tho day 
clearing tho Deer Leap Summit 
Trail. This had not boon done 
for a number of yoars and will bo 
a welcome addition for uso at 
both the Annual Meeting and 
Intersectional. 

Wo did quite o bit of work, 
but thero is still much more that 
could be done if we had just a 
few more members who could give 
a few more hours of help, in re- 
turn for the many days of enjoy- 
ment they have had on the Trail. 

’’LONG TRAIL NEWS" 

Thero continuos to bo reports 
that some mombors of the Killing- 
ton Section have not been receiv- 
ing the "Long Trail Nows". 

Please notify W. Churchill Scott, 
132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt., if 
this happens to you, so tho 
mistake can to corrected. 


As my torm of offico draws 
to a close, I think back with 
pleasure and gratitude on tho 
ovents of the past year. True, 
there has been a lot of work — 
most of it involving editing of 
the new Guide Book and 0 continu- 
ous job of keeping up with the 
biggest amount of correspondence 
I hove over tackled. 

But this typo of work is mo**t 
gratifying, knowing that each 
effort is directed toward improve- 
ment of the Green Mountain Club 
and its program. I trust that 
my offorts have achieved the goals 
toward which thoy woro dircctod. 

I am 3uro that hikers will be 
very pleased with our now Guide 
Book. This book is possiblo only 
because of tho splondid help given 
by our Guido Book committoe and 
others who volunteered their sor- 
vicos. Wo aro again indebted to 
Janet Martin, for most of tho 
sketches 3ho prepared for past 
editions of the book have again 
been used 03 page fillers. 

Am also ploasod that tho Kill- 
ington. Section has offered to 
mako all arrangements for tho 1963 
Intcrsoctional, to be held at tho 
Tamarack Notch Girl Scout Camp noar 
Rutland. Once again, our Killing- 
ton Soction trails will be swarm- 
ing with happy GMC'ors and 
prospective End-to-'Enders . 

Dorothy and I enjoyod attend- 
ing tho Killington Annual Mooting, 
tho spaghetti suppor ..t Clarendon, 
and once again, tho Winter Wook- 
ond. I also oxtond the appreci- 
ation of the Trustees for your 
arranging tho October covered dish 
suppor and the April sugar party 
so that many Trustees could attend, 

As the GMC year onds, I oxtend 
my official and personal til' nks 
to the Killington Section members 
who contributed so much of their 
time and offorts toward the Trail, 
the shelters, and the Club program. 
And as the new GMC year begins, I 
wish nil Killington members a 

(Continued on next page.) 


very onjoycblc oonson of GMC 
activities, a successful program 
of Trail and shelter Maintenance, 
any many miles of good hiking in 
sunny weather l 

Ben Rolston 


V70RK PARTIES 

in addition to clearing trail 
from tho Long Trail Lodge south 
to within one and a half miles 
north of Governor Clement, each 
onmp wo maintain will noed to 
have at lGast one day's work put 
in to preparo them for tho coming 
hiking season. 

With tho 1963 Intorsoctionol 
to be hold f t the Tamarack Notch 
Girl scout Comp, wo must also 
improve tho side trails in our 
section so that we c> n take 
pride in them. 

Work parties ere scheduled on 
ouch Saturday that we do not have 
a scheduled hike. Each member is 
asked to do as much as possible 
to help. Wo noed old brooms and 
largo metal containers for trash 
cans. 

Anyone who is ' ble to help la 
asked to contact Churchill Scott, 
132 Maplo St., Rutland. 


NEW LONG TRAIL GUIDE BOOKS 

According to the current Long 
Trail News, the 1963 edition of 
tho Guide Book is now available. 
Any Killingtor section membors 
wishing to purchase them are 
asked to remember that Churchill 
Scott will have them for sale 
at $1.50 each, with the Section 
making a small profit from each 
sale. 

Also available are tho new 
sleovo patches, in addition to 
about ten of the old stylo, 
which some folks might like for 
keopsekes. 
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Sunday, July 28 - ROCKY ROND 

The hike to Rocky Pond is 
slightly over two miles, but 
with a very nice reward at the 
end of the trail. Two new 
shelters and an excellent place 
to swim. The new shelters make 
room for many more people. The 
group will leave Meldon School 
at 10 a.m. All are welcome. 

Saturday, august 10 - LAKE PLEIaD 

This will be sort of a double 
feature swimming party, we're 
leaving Meldon at 9 a.m* First 
stop is Lake Pleiad for swimming 
and lunch. The rocks here are a 
good place for sunbathing. 

We will probably leave here 
early enough to stop at Texas 
Falls for a cooling off swim. 

This is a farily easy trip, so 
bring the kids along. 


Saturday, August 24 to Monday 
September 2 - 1963 INTERSECTION/^ 

Killington Section will be 
hosts for the Intersectional at 
Tamarack Notch Girl Scout Camp. 
With two weekends included, every- 
one should be able to come for 
at least a little while. Details 
written up separately, or call 
Ray Catozzi for further informa- 
tion. Ray will be needing lots 
of help, so volunteer if you can. 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

As you can see from reading the 
bylines in this issue of Smoke and 
Blazes , as well as in other recent 
issues, we wouldn't have much of a 
paper if it weren't for Churchill 
Scott. Let's have come contribu- 
tions from other members. Your 
editor will especially welcome 
firsthand coverage of the inter- 
sectional. Please send material 
to Ann Reynolds, 33 Temple St., 
Rutland, or call me at 773-3295 
if you havo any ideas, etc. 
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SALTASH MOUNTAIN 
by Churchill Scott 


On Saturday, July 13, we reach- 
ed the summit of a new mountain, 
after a rather ppor attempt last 
fall. The group, consisting of 
four young members, Vera, Churchill 
Mrs. Preston, and Mrs. Biddle of 
Eastham, met at the letter's 
summer home, with a handful of 
different directions for climbing 
Saltash. 

After much discussion we walked 
up an old CCC road to an abandoned 
stone bolt, where our instructions 
said to go straight up. soon it 
was noon and after a good hearty 
meal we were ready to go again. 

Bushwacking was rather hard 
for a time, but soon we hit the 
ledge right on the nose and at 
last we arrived at what we felt 
was our destination. The view 
was good to the west and south- 
west, but would improve after the 
leaves fall. 

Saltash Mountain camp has a 
trail pointed yellow from the 
south, and we scouted around the 
top for it, but at lost cut south 
down the grade. 

Wo all agreed it is easy to got 
mixed up on Saltash, but already 
are looking forward to it os a 
snowshoe hike or a trip up the 
south trail in the near future, 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS REPORT 

The latest report from Ben 
Rolston is that the Trail from 
Route 14.0 to Gov. clement is in 
good shape. North to cooper Lodge 
is in good shape too, having been 
cleared during July. From Route 
4 to the northern ski trail has 
been cleared, leaving the middle 
section undone as usual. This 
will need to be done during 
August to hove it in good condi- 
tion for the Intersectional. 

Once again Clarendon and sunny- 
side have suffered from vandalism, 
with at least 20 broken window- 
panes in each camp. 


In view of all the work we hove 
to do on the truil and shelters, the 
following work parties hove boon 
scheduled ; 

July 29 - Gov. Cloment Sholtor 
July 30 - Sunnysido 
July 31, August 1 - Overnight to 

Pico 

August 2-3-4 - Bucklin Trail 

This year the Club will furnish 
meals for all members of the work 
parties, and the oldtimors will 
tell you how delicious those meals 
can be. Why don’t you come along 
and sec? 

Please contact W. Churchill 
Scott, 132 Moplo St., Rutland, vt. 

BLUE RIDGE 
by Churchill Scott 

On Sunday, June 2, after tho 
GMC annual meeting, a good sized 
group hiked up Blue Ridgo. Ray 
Catozzi and his Scout group 
brought the number to over 20, in 
spite of a rather hot and humid 
day, and many bugs. 

By tho time the Cascades was 
roachod, the hikers werowoll 
spread out, with the resulting 
confusion of lunches being in 
one spot and eaters in another l 
Soon the hot drinks wore served 
and the climb started again. 

After a short stiff climb the 
trail leveled off and within 
minutos we reached the summit. 

It was pleasant to visit with 
Mr. Gene Banforth as we enjoyed 
tho view and planned summer activ- 
ities. 

At last we had to hike our way 
home, and as we noared the end wo 
mot John Reynolds with his mother 
and father and Allan Camp, just 
starting up the trail. Wo loarnod 
later that John and his mother 
foiled to reach the summit, but 
George and Allan made the grade. 
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ADDITIONS TO MEMBERSHIP LIST 


The following names hcve boon added to tho 1963 membership list of 
the Killington Section: 

Barbara Allard 
Johnny Allard 
Judy Allard 


Mary E. Allard 
Mark Battles 
Edith Ewald 
Earle E. Johnson 
Konnoth A. Lapiant 


Kenneth R. LaPlant 
Jack Martin 
Janet Martin 
Betsy Martin 
Carol Martin 
David Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Tom Martin 


Dennis Payne 
Tim Payne 
Leslie Pfenning 
Marc Pfenning 
Susan Pfenning 
Francis Roberts 
Bernice Tuttle 
Bard r ^heedcn 


THE BUCKLIN TRAIL 
by Churchill Scott 

After hearing many reports 
about the very poor condition of 
the Bucklin Trail, we have hod a 
chance to obsorve it at first hand 

A short time ago a group of 
Girl Scouts from Tamarack Notch 
hiked to Killington for overnight. 
They made a wrong turn, wunderod 
over tho ridge, hit the old 
Rooney Trail and returned to 
Brewor’s Corners. 

On July 17, we tried again and 
found the right way, marking tho 
old road and clearing tho brush 
from the blazes along the way. 

Now it is passable as far as 
the spring, but tho last mile is 
a terrific tangle. It will take 
a great deal of work to clear 
this trail, and unless it is 
done soon, it will be an outstand- 
ing example of how very little the 
110 members of tho Killington 
Section care about tho success of 
the hiking program of tho 1963 
Inter sectional. At that time 
this trail will bo a most import- . 
ant.ono. 

Cooper Lodge was in worse 
condition than ever, yet many 
people use it* That one night 
there were 13 Girl Scouts, 4 young 
men from Shelburne, Mass., (via 
USFS Road #10), and 10 campers 
from the Form and wilderness 
Camps* 


SWIMMING TRIP TO \TLC0X HILL 
by Ann Reynolds 

When Churchill Scott, George, 

Ann, John and Bob Reynolds, and 
Allan Camp were tho only onos to 
show up for the scheduled trip to 
Wilcox Hill, we decided to change 
our destination. 

With only a vogue plan in mind, 
we stopped off at Spring Lake 
Ranch to say hello, parked our 
car further up the rood, and mode 
tho short trip in to sunnysido 
comp. Here wo were very disappoint- 
ed to find tho place a mess, with 
tho floor dirty, the register gone, 
and nearly all windowpenes broken. 

We decided windows were unnecessary 
in tho summer, if they are only to be 
broken, and Churchill removed tho 
damaged soshos and took them homo. 

Although wo got tho place in 
pretty good shape, wo felt it would 
be more pleasnt to oat on the 
trail, and soon found a shady spot. 
Instead of continuing on the level 
open road to reach Spring Lake, wo 
stayed on the Long Trail, and 
began to wish we hadn’t, wo had 
not come prepared for swimming, but 
tho water looked tempting, and 
nearly everyone managed to get wet. 

Wo thought we wero at the Spring 
Lake Ranch dock, whore we had been 
invited to come, but found out that 
the Ranch has traded docks with 
the Shrewsbury Outing Club. Later 
we wont on up to the other dock 
and tried the water there, 

We certainly didn’t see much of 
Wilcox Hill, but wo had a good time! 
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COMIin EVENTS 

Sunday, October 6 - Mt. CUSHMAN 

Fall color tlaxe is herso Now 
lo the tim-3 Ter 0 walk in the 
leaves., Hamburgers sickling over 
0 fire. Hew can you possijj.7 
stand not to meet us at Meldon 
at 10 1 . 11,7 


Saturday, October 19 - BAKER PEAK 

Leaving Meldca at 9 1. .M. to 
hike down Donby way. We first 
head toward Griffith Lake and 
then cut off to head for Baker 
Peak. Bring the children. There 
are many nice views too. 


Saturday, October 26 - COVERED 
DISH SUPPER AT BFECHVrCOD 

Supper will be served at 6 P.M. 
at Beeohwood. Call 773-2941 by 
Thursday, Oct. 24 for reservations 
Plan to bring along one of your 
favorite dishes for everyone to 
taste. 


Sunday, November 10 - PALD MOUNTAIN 

Leaving Meldon School at 30 A.M. 
The Bald Mountain hi .03 will be a 
nice walk in tne woods. 


Saturday, November 16 - PICO CAMP 

Always a good hike. You can 
meat with the club at 9 A,M. at 
Meldon School or come along later. 


Sunday, December 1 - GOV. CLEMENT 

SHELTER 

The GMC loavc3 Iloldon at 10 A.M\ 
Clement has had some work done 
on it this past summer., Eesides 
that there i3 a good walk up the 
rood., Wo would like to have you 
along. 


1 


1963 GMC INTERSECTIONAL 
by w. Churchill Scott 

A very successful Intersectional 
drew to a close on Labor Day at 
Tamarack Notch Girl soout Camp, 
with the Killington Section acting 
as host* 

The weather was just right for 
hiking with ohly one day of rain, 
Many folks were able to do short 
sections of nearby trails for 
their End-To-End award* Baker 
Peak, Blue Ridge, Bird Mountain, 
Deer Leap, Killington Peak, Pico, 
and Mendon were visited. The 
trail was covered from Linooln- 
Warren Pass to USFS #10 at Danby* 

Killington s e ction was third 
in attendance behind Burlington 
and the members-at-large* More 
than 200 overnight visitors were 
registered, probably a reoord 
for Intersectionals. 

NEW MEMBERS - 

Added to the Killington Section 
membership list since last issue 
were: 

Wilson F. Fowle , Jr. 

Charles B. Gulick 

(Ed Note: A special welcome to 

"Terry” Gulick. some of us 
met him at the intersectional two 
years ago, when he was working in 
Plymouth, vt. He is now director 
of student activities and book- 
store manager at Costleton College. 


TRAILS AND SKELTERS REPORT - 

The section is very grateful 
for the work done by Ben Rolston, 
George Reynolds, Allan Camp, John 
(jarnahan, and Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Weeks of Springfield to clear the 
trails and to make our part of the 
Trail in such good condition for 
the many hikers at the Intersec- 
tional. 


There ore going to be c number 
ef dof-leag work portlet to the 
various camp* to proper# them 
for winter. The roofs must be 
checked, the windows repaired, 
exteriors oreosoted if possible, 
and nearby areas cleaned up. 

The swinging bridge at Clcrendon 
Gorge must also be oreosoted this 
fall without fail, and the cables 
ohecked and tightened if necessary. 

Anyone who can help on any of 
these projects is asked to contact 
W. Churohill Soott, 1J2 Maple St. 
Rutland. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING - 

The Executive Board of the 
Killington Section met recently 
at the home of President Harold 
Valiquetto to discuss plans for 
the Intersectional and also the 
problem of Increased damage to 
our shelters. 

Clarendon and Sunnyside have 
been herd hit and the board voted 
to offer a $50 reward for informa- 
tion leading to arrest and 
conviction of any person damaging 
the onraps or surrounding property. 

Vie feel that it may be necessary 
to visit each one of our shelters, 
except Pico, once a week, in order 
to keep a closer check on their 
condition and to keep repairs up 
to date. 

A VOTE OF THANKS - 

I propose a vote of thanks to 
all who pitched in to moke the 
Interseotional a success: Mrs. 
Whitney for helping in many, many 
ways; Ray Catozzi for the advance 
planning, maps, and signs; Churchill 
Scott for long hours of trail clear- 
ing ond working all week at the 
comp; Jim and John Catozzi for 
pitching in around tho comp, and 
all the others who also helped. 

George Reynolds 


LAKE PLEIAD 
by Vera Perkins 
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The weather on August 10th 
wa3 clear and cool. Black flies, 
the plague of summer hiking, were 
gono. A perfect day for going to 
Lake Pleiad. 

Hikers assembled at Meldon 
School and proceeded by car, 
via Goshen, to the top of Ripton- 
Hancock pass. This was a lovely 
drive, much of it over wooded 
secondary roads. 

Leaving our cars where the 
Long Trail crosses the highway, 
we enjoyed the easy hike to Lake 
Pleiad. Our party included two 
family groups with four small 
children This is a perfect 
"family outing" as the distance 
is short and much of the Trail 
can bo negotiated by even the 
toddlers. 

The Lake was as lovely as 
ever in its mountain sotting, 
with its rock ledge on the near 
sido for lunching and sunning. 

After lunch one or two braved 
the chilly water for a quick 
swim. Others enjoyed voyages on 
the old raft, while the rest of 
us loafed in the pleasant sunshine, 

Early in the afternoon we 
packed up for the return hike 
and the trip to Texas Falls which 
is a traditional part of a Lake 
Pleiad outing. 

At Texas Falls wo enjoyod the 
Nature Trail with it explanatory 
leaflet. For once, no ono took 
a swim in the icy waters below 
the Falls l 

Leaving the Falls area, wo 
drove home by way of Hancock and 
Route 100, always a beautiful 
drivo, thus ending anothor enjoy- 
able GMC outing. 


RUMMAGE SALE COMING! 

Y/e can’t give you tho exact 
date of tho Rummage sale at 
present. How over, wo know that 

there is going to be ono — So 

if you havon : t already started 
collecting items for it, do it 
now.- 

'Remember that housewares, 
dishes, curtains, sproads s kitchen 
utensils, gadgets, nicknacks 
are all good sellers, as v/ell as 
olothing. Children’s Slothing is 
especially in demand. 

Let’s have a big supply of 
salable items and a good corps 
of volunteer helpers. Wo 'll lot 
you know the date soon. 


I 


i 


i 


Vcl.15 Wo *12 Killiivton Section, Green nountain Club. 1 inter 1963 


CuilIJG iiVui!TS 

SPAGHETTI SU1PBR 

On Saturday Jan 11 coi.ic3 our 
annual oha^hotti supper. For 
reasons e xplained else-'., 'here in 
this issue the event trill be held 
at Tall Tii bor instead of Claren- 
don Lod" 0 , The Club Till serve 
spaghetti and coffee. If you want 
all the fixin'3 brin" your cm. 

It ront be nccossary to brinp cups 
plates, or cutlery. Surper trill b- 
ready at 6 P.n. Couo trhon y-ju like 
To pot to TALij TIMBER turn north 
fre Route I4. opposite the iiom.on 
Pico Hotel. Dent ’"ark your car so 
as to bloc]: the road or any virivc 
way . 

aIMUAL iihiATIifG 

The ,uinual neetinp of the Kill- 
in" tan Section of the G.n.C. trill 
bo held at the Central Vermont 
Pub.Serv. Cerp. hall at 7:30 P.n, 
Friday Jan. 17, 19614. 

This is on Important event in 
the propron of the Section and all 
member 3 should try to be in attend- 
ance . 


First tdll cone the short bus- 
iness .out in:,. Pres. Harold Val- 
iquette has appointed a nominat- 
in'; committee ccmrosod of Blcanor 
Walker, Susan Tarboll, and Crai"uc 
Perkins. Officers trill bo chosen, 
reports of comnittco3 trill bo heard, 
and it is rumored that oor.ic action 
trill be proposod to try to curb the 
vandalism that ha3 been 30 bad this 
last year. 

For entertainment tro have a very 
srocial treat. Is? .For wane Bartlett 
Till be on hone to tell us about 
nis travels in ih'rica. He has slides 
uoiXintous , anu a bi£ stock of 
anecuotoa. Some of our older 
members will remember when Fer- 
nand started hikirig with tho 
Section in 1938. It Is nice te 
have him back in Rutland for a 
while . 

jvfter tho ontortaim.icnt there 
wila be refreshments. 

Bet's try to :,ot a bi- croud 
out for this affair and start the 
Club off with a ban" on the Now 
Year* 


WINTER SPORTS D VY 


PjiST EVENTS 


Sunday, January 26, 196I4. has 
boon designated G.i'.C. Winter 
Shorts Day. The place will bo at 
Tall Timber where warring fac- 
ilities and coffee will be avail- 
able all clay. This will bo a rood 
chance for our outdoor cooking 
enthusiasts to try their skills, 
there will bo twelve fireplaces 
available Also wo are planning 
games of skill ane chance to keep 
evorybouy from cli bing Blue Ridge 
Mountain. Wow be there l 

KT.R ,u?LEY 

S'*' 

At 10 A.i . wo moot at Mcldon 
School for our ’Saturday Fob. 9 hike 
to lit. Hanley. This is the first tir.no 
wo have made it on snowohoco. It 
should be good going on those old 
wood roads. For those from Castle- 
ton and points west we should be 
on the WhiprlcHollow Road just off 
Route 4 about 10:30. You could 
meet us there and save a triw into 
Rutland. 

BUFFUI1 LODGE 

Saturday Feb. 22 at 9 n.i-. wo 
r.icot at iiCldon to go to Buffu: 

Lodge. This trip always brings out 
a good crowd. Some times oven a big 
crowd. There are lots of liills for 
frcc-3tj:lc skiing or you can snow- 
shoe up Button Hill. Or you con 
just toast yourself by the stove. 

I3nt that quite a program of 
'‘coming events"? O.K. then, let*s 
see some action. 

C01 ITTnE REPORTS 

Treasurer Scott requests that 
all bill due for Club expenses bo 
r resented to hi' at once so he can 
get his boovs cleared up for the 
Al'RUkyL MEETING. 


FICO CaFjP 

Th~ annual go t-roady-for- 
wi.itcr hike to Pico earner the 
Club some luch needed recog- 
nition from the Rutland Herald. 

Hr. Jackson went all the way with 
us, took several pictures, and 
wrote an interesting account of 
the outing. Thank you. 

The camp was found in perfect 
c^nditi jci. The dr. agod stove was 
patched with aluminum and that 
wa3 all that was -ioccs3ary. 

GOV . CLE: 5SNT SHELTER 

We parked our cars on the 
uper road ano walked ell cho way 
in th the skelter. For the la3t 
several huntii g seasons a group 
ha3 been "winterizing" this open 
shelter and using it as a camp. 
This year they conated a good 
new oteve. Be lie Vo it or not ! 

It has two gridlcs ano is made of 
cast iron so it should withstand 
the rust pretty well. Thanks, boys 
wish we know who you were . 

We \.cro happy to have with us 
Fernand Bartlett who ha3 been out 
of Rutland for several years . 

SUHHYSIDE CAI'P 

(by Har c ld Valiquottc) 

The weather was dowdy and cold 
only a few of us showed up. Church 
ill Scott choclcot. with U3 a Mold- 
on School to let us lmow ho is 
working arou d the clock to got 
your Christmas card through, and 
could not make the trip with U3 . 

Craiguu, Peter Hadoka and my- 
self arrived at Sunny side and 
found things in pretty good shape. 
We repaired the stove and the door 
and then \:ho ?? dropped in but the 
chickauce man from Schenectady, 
who told us ho was going to 3lccp 
there that night. 


U 3 natives didnt like tho ii-a 

of this it being so cold--but 

ho did never the less. I tolu hir.i 
I v. T ould bo back Sunday norning 
at 9 A.M. to tha w hin out. Whon 
I arrived at 9:15 A.ii. Sunday 
the toi.rneraturc was zero and it 
wa 3 winday. Two brave non fron 
Schenectady joined Ben about 11 
F.fi. Saturday Clifford Far- 

rington and Richard Kenyon. 

We all pitchoe in .nd put a 
12 foot strip of tar rarer on the 
roof. We were finished about 11:15 
and I was back hone by 12 : 30 . 

TUCKER LODGE 

This was tho monlight hike 
and r.o flashlights worn requires. 
Thirty people (count 'on) with 
t;;o staying uvor night . The camp 
uaa clean and in good repair. Tho 
stove worked perfectly and a good 
tine was hud by all. Wo o.ijoyoa 
the conpany of soveral new Conors 
and hope they can bo with us oft~n. 

v ork parties 

CLi vREiFDOW eODGE 

Sor.so tirtc ago we learned that 
all tho sash had boon anashod out 
of this conp. At last ire have 
then replaced. Tho cost will run 
over J 4 .O. Those participating in 
this little exorcise ;rcro Judy 
Allard, Churchill Scott, I ichol 
Wiley, and Crairho Perkins. 

First a trip to view the wreck- 
age and got 1 icasur orient □ . Then 
ordering the windows and waiting 
for then to cone. Then a quick 
trip with the slod to get the;, to 
the Lodge before the auow got too 
deep. Then tiro trigs to fit then 
in and put on tho hardware, be 
found that r:oro work wa3 required 
to keep tho stove fron snoking 
us out than was ncouod to replace 
the windows . 


Wo plan one more trip to 
replace the stove pipe . Thi3 nay 
i; prove the snoko problen (wo 
hope). Hovrever a nevr stovo should 
be provided next sunnor. It 
v/a3 discovered that after tho 
fire was r *oing good tho 3 : 'okc 
could bo ’-'revonted by closing 
all drafts. 0: ly theublo vra3 
that tho fire prcnptly went 
out. So you have a eh- ice; 
a lire and a roon full of snoko, 
or no fire and no snake . 

Ip v/as the opinio, of thc3o 
vrho took tin cure that it was 
i: .practical to try to boil a 
big pot of water for t llO 
spaghetti supper on that stove 
und..r vrintor conditions. So 
ire lied to change tho location 
for ti'-o party. 

and uo::t au::.cr lot's try 
to got a coat of creosote on 
Clarendon. It is beginning to 
look shabby. 

PROJECTS FRGJj.CTS PROJECTS 

We have no re projects than 
no: bars in our Section. The 
Annual Hooting is a good tine 
to bring several friends and 
prospective 1 . 01 ’bcrs. If every- 
body would bring just one other 
person think of what it would 
ncan in tome of noney and 
nusclc to help vcop up eur 
jart of tho Trail. 

The nain Club’s slides arc 
again afailabl^ for si owing. 

Bj choosing fro:.: then, fron our 
Section slides, and fron slides 
belonging to the nonbors it 
should be possible to put on 
an interesting progran for 
Clubs and so forth. 

Let's see if wo cant builu 
our Section nor.iborship up to 
two hundred this year. It can 
bo done if cveryono gives it 
a try. 
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COMING EVENTS j 

RUMMAGE S*iLE - Saturday, Fob. 29th (| 
at the Neighborhood Rooms, Marble 
Savings Bank Bldg, ’"e need a lot 

of things not only clothing, 

but dishes, nicknacks, books, 
toys, etc. There will be someone 
at the rooms Friday the 28th after 
9 o'clock so bring your things 
there, or if you can't bring them 
in call Craigue Perkins 773-7954 or 
Harold Valiquette 773-8422 and they 
will pick them up. 

SUNNYSTDE - This is a favorite of 
us all, so let's be at Meldon 
School at 10:00 o'clock on March 
8th, (it's a Sunday), ’.'e will 
probably hike in from Spring, Lake 
Ranch so this will be a good time 
to bring the young'uns. 

GOVERNOR CLEMENT - Sat. March 21st 
will see us on our way to Governor 
Clement. V'e'll leave Meldon at 
9 a.m. if the roads are good we 
may be able to ride right in. 

MAPLE SUGAR PARTY - What do you 
know - it's sugar -on-snow time 
again. This year we'r holding 

it at 

better be there at 
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o'clock if you expect us to leave 
you some. Place and time will 
be announced in the paper. It 
will be held Saturday, April 4th. 

TUCKER LODGE doesn't live up to 
it's name; so, come on everybody 
it's an easy hike and the company 
is usually good. We'll leave 
Meldon at 10 a.m. Sunday, Apr. 19th. 

NEW SCHEDULES 

The new spring and summer hike 
schedules ere inclosed. The out- 
ing committee hopes that these 
hikes will meet with your approval 
and if any extra copies are desired 
they are available from C. Perkins 
H. Valiquette or C. Scott. 

SMOKE & BLAZES deadline 

The deadline for the next issue 
of Smoke & Blazes will be Apr. 13 . 
Please have all the items in to 
the editor before that date so 
that the issue may go out on 
time. 

I was very pleased to see such a 
large attendance at our Annual 
Meeting. As I begin my second 
year, I wish to thank all the 
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committ.eemen who served with me 
this past, year, 'This year we 
hope to make 1964 a bigger and 
most interesting year for the 
Green Mt. Club members. 

As most of you know January 11th 
wfl had our Annual spaghetti supper. 
It was held at Tall Timbers and 26 
people turned out for this supper. 
On Jen. 17th 50 people turned out 
for our Annual meeting. 

On Jan. 26th 52 turned out for 
Winter sports D P y held at Tall 
Timbers . 

Let’s keep it up I Nice going,. 

Harold D« Valiquette 
President 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annuel Meeting of the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club was held on Friday, 
Jan. 17, 1964 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Central Vermont '>ublic Service 
rooms. 

Among the out-of-town members 
and guests that came to the well 
attended meeting were Mr. & firs, 
'liman Day, Mr. & Mrs, Lloyd ,r eeks 
and Mr. & Mrs. Hedrick Cahee of 
Springfield, Vt«, Terry Gulick 
and Mss Edith Ewald of Castleton 
State college, Ray S e cor and P r es. 
Ben Rolston of Schenectady and 
Peter Sikakana of southern 
Rhodesia visiting the U.S. to 
study the teaching methods of this 
country. 

The Treasurer’s report will be 
found in this issue. 

Adult membership stayed the 
same at 67, but juniors increased 
from 35 to 47 making; a total of 
114 - twelve more than 1962. 

Craigue Perkins spoke on 
Outings. The season was very good 
with a number of new spots visited. 
As usual the Vinter Weekend , sugar- 
on-Snow, and covered dish supper 
were well attended. 

The 1963 Intersectional was 
hosted by this section. It was 
favored by very good weather. 
Attendance and hiking records were 
broken and our section was well 
represented. 


George Reynolds spoke on behalf 
of Ann as editor of smoke and Blazes. 
She asked to be relieved of her job 
but would be willing to be corres- 
pondent for the Long Trail News. '* 
Tne section voted to thank Ann for 
the very good work she has done and 
to express sorrow that she must 
resign, 

Ben Rolston spoke for the Trails 
and Shelters. He said the section 
was in good shape with just one 
lumber job between lower and upper 
Cold River Road giving any trouble. 

The present officers were re- 
elected to serve another year and 
V. r . Churchill scott was chosen as 
Trustee to replace Ray Catozzi 
whose term will expire in May. 

Fernan Bartlett gave an illus- 
trated talk of his vagabond trip 
thrcugnout Africa. He also had 
many interesting articles on dis- 
play showing different styles of 
native handiwork. 

Once afain the ladies served 
verv delicious refreshments of 
oaken, pies, cookies and coffee. 

The section thunks them for putting 
on a pleasant finish to a very 
successful meeting. 

REPORT OF TRAINS & SHELTERS COMM. 

At our Annual Meeting Ben 
Rolston gave a very complete report 
of the southern half of our section. 
The trail is in good shape with the 
exception of a lumber job between 
the lower and upper Cold River Road. 
The shelters are in good condition. 
Clarendon has sll new windows, new 
stove pipe, and roof patched and 
coated . 

The northern section was com- 
pletely worked over this year, 
including thst remote area between 
the near and far junctions on Pico, 
thanks to r-eorge Reynolds and 
Allen Camp, Pico is in good shape 
and Tucker had a coat of creosote 
and most important the floor was 
leveled and the foundation was 
strengthened greatly. 

There are still many jobs to 
be done on the trail and to the 
shelters which will improve them 
very much for the many hikers 
whom we hope to have use our 
section this season. 
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We need a great deal of help 
and if anyone can spare some time 
please contact W. Churchill Scott, 
132 Maple St., Rutland, Vermont. 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
W.C. Scott 

After a number of trips to 
Clarendon to repair the windows 
end stove the Outing Committee 
decided to cnange the locale of 
our Annual Spaghetti Supper to 
Tall Timbers. 

Once again our section is 
indebted to Craigue and Mary for 
the use of Tall Timbers. Each 
time we visit this spot it is 
more enjoyable. Also to n T ,v and 
Harold for preparing the tremen- 
dous amount of spaghetti. 

The group began arriving in 
the afternoon and soon the water 
was boiling fast and furious . 

There was a bit of confusion due 
to the notice in the Rutland 
Herald about folks bringing their 
own sauce, so consequently there 
were many different types of 
sauce for different types of 
appetites, but in the end every- 
one was fed and happy. 

The night was clear and cold 
with many stars, the road was all 
ice for fast sliding, and the 
stoves good end warm for sitting 
and talking. 

There were 29 folks at Tall 
Timbers including Fernand Bartlett, 
an old timer, to enjoy a very 
pleasant evening.?' 


WINTER SPORTS DAY - TALL TIMBER 
by Ve^a Perkins 

On Sunday, January 26th, follow- 
ing a week of thawing weather, a 
number of winter enthusiasts 
gathered at Tall Timber to enjoy 
a ’/inter Sports Day, 

’•/hen we arrived, soon after 
10 a.m, we found the cottage warm 
pnd cozy thanks to Mary and Craigue 
Among other early arrivals were 
three GMCers from Massachusetts 
who planned to climb Blue Ridge. 

By noon quite a sizeable group 
had gathered, including several of 


our Springfield friends and Ben 
Rolston from Schenectady. 

Lunch time was a busy hour 
with each one assembling his or 
her own meal supplemented by the 
standard GMC coffee, tea or cocoa. 

After lunch everyone was ready 
to see what oould be found for 
outdoor activity. The thaw of the 
previous week had left a rather 
thin, breakable crust over ice, so 
tj.;t neither walking nor snowshoe- 
ing were top notch. In spite of 
this many short trips vere taken. 
Th'oe same conditions made for 
ercoelleno sliding and tobogganing 
wnich wore greatly enjoyed by the 
Junior members (as well as some 
Senior oresi}» 

Perhaps another time with 
diff? ent snow conditions more 
verred and ambitious "Winter sports’ 
could be carried on, but we feel 
sure all attending agree that the 
day was a most successful and 
enjoyable one, 

MT. HANLEY 
H. D. Valiquette 

Sunday F e b. 9th was clear, crisp 
and sunny. Eight GNC hikers met at 
Meldon school and we traveled to 
West Rutland in two cars. 

After parking our cars we 
started up the old logging road. 
Before hiking too far we were very 
glad we brought our snowshoes. 

The ones in the lead started a 
fire about l£ miles in and when the 
rest arrived the coffee pot was 
boiling briskly and soon everyone 
was enjoying his lunch. 

The hike to the top was pretty 
steep in places. If you couldn’t 
make it standing up you crawled up 
on your hands and knees (coming 
back you sat on your snowshoes and 
slid down). It was well worth the 
effort when you reached the top. 

The view was magnificent. 

On our way back we found the 
fire still burning and the water 
>in the coffee pot boiling so we 
enjoyed hot drinks again. After 
chatting a while we picked up our 
packs and started back to the 
cars. All in all it was a very 
enjoyable day. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR mR EIH)IT T G DECEIVER 31, 1963. 


RECEIPTS 

(Josh c n”hend Jan. 1, 1963 $ 724.94 
Received from dues 152.50 
Received from donations 216.00 
Received from Winter v.'eek-end 3.30 
interest on money in the bank 28.96 
Gale of Guide Books 36.00 
Sale of G.M.C. Sleeve Patches 3*70 


Total - M, 165. 40 

DTSBPRSmiENTS 

Expenje‘*of~Annual Meeting 2.00 

Trails & Shelters expense 63.66 

Paid Outing Committee for supplies and schedules 29.17 

Postage 5«00 

Smoke & Blazes expense 40.50 

Sugar-on-snow expens o 23.18 

Paid to Main Club for dues 35.20 

Paid to Main Club for Guide Books 30.00 

Paid to Fred Field Insurance on Shelters 23.2 5 

Total 251.96 

Cash on hand December 31, 1963 ,, 913.44 


Respectfully submitted, 

W. Churchill Scott, T r easurer 

Mr. Lincoln Isham has given the Killington Section another 
very generous gift during the Holiday Season for use in trail 
work and shelter maintenance. Each member of our section express 
our very great thanks for this gift and am sure that it will be 
used wisely. 


1964 ICTTLIirrTON SSCT T 0N MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Following ia a list of paid members for 1964 to date. You can 
still pay your 1964 dues (b 2«00 for adults; 50 cents for juniors) 
to U. Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St 0 , Rutland. The next issue of 
"Smoke and Blazes" will be the last one to be mailed to the 1963 


list. 

Martha A^ams 
Bennett Bell 
Miriam B e ll 
Anna Berg 
Marjorie Burditt 
Christine Cahee 
Hedrick Cahee 
Mary Ellen Connors 
Joanne Connors 
Sophie Connors 
Jerry Connors 
Virginia D a y 
Wilman Day 


Edith Ewald 
Lincoln Isham 
Veda IC n ipes 
Pearle Nichols 
John paddock 
M r s. John Paddock 
Vera Perkins 
Ann Reynolds 
George Reynolds 
Robert Reynolds 
John Reynolds 
Ben Rolston 
Patrick Riordan 
Ellen Russell 


Candace Scott 
Robert Scott 
Wo C. Scott 
Ray Secor 
John Joseph 

Vallquette 
Harold Valiquette 
Tbelma Valiquette 
M. Eleanor Walker 
Elizabeth Weeks 
Michael Wiley 
Carleton Wilson 



COMING- EVENTS 

By 

Susan Tarbell 

Up Mendon Mountain v/e’ll go, 

It's a bushwhacking trip you know, 
We’ll leave Meldon at 9:00, 

And we’ll have a good time, 

So on May 2nd - let’s go. 

******** 

May 17th is a Sunday, 

And East Mountain is our goal, 

It truly should be a fun day, 

Be at Meldon at 10:00 if you go. 

******** 

On May 31st is a trip we all like, 
The spring flowers should make 

an interesting hike, 
We’ll leave Meldon at 10:00, 

Go to Pico and then, 

We will eat and come home when 
we like. 

******** 

Bird Mountain is a favorite of mine, 
The view is simply divine, 

June 13 is the date, 

^lease don’t be late, 

Cause v;e're leaving the school 

at 9:00. 

♦* * * *** ** 


The Killington Section has been 
requested to furnish the coffee and 
donuts for the ’’Get acquainted Hour’’ 
at the Annual Meeting, of the Green 
Mountain Club to be held at the 
Long Trail Lodge, Saturday, May 30th. 

We will need a few folks to 
volunteer to help with this pro- 
ject which will probably last 
from 9:00 tc 10:15 AM. 

Anyone willing to do this, please 
contact President Harold Valiquette 
or Churchill Scott. 

TRAILS and SHELTERS REPORT 

Once again as the snow slowly 
recedes up the mountains we must 
think of putting our section of 
the Long Trail and its shelters in 
first class shape for the coming 
hiking season. 

This year it is more imperative 
than ever, for in addition to the 
Annual Meeting in May, the A.T.C. 
gathering in June at Stratton Mt. 
and the recent article in FORD 
TIMES by Fran. Green about hiking 
the Long Trail has brought many 
inquiries to the main club for 
information about the Long Trail. 

We have over 30 miles of main 
and side trails to maintain plus 
6 shelters. It is hardly fair to 
expect Ben Rolston, who lives 
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100 miles away, to almost single-- 
handedly take cere of our section. 

There are over 100 members in 
our group end it certainly seems 
that more than 3 or 4 could be 
able to attend the very infrequent i 
work parties we schedule. 

This year we hope to cover the 
entire section to continue the 
good work started last year. Each 
camp will have to have a great 
deal of odds and ends done to it. 
Clarendon Gorge bridge must be 
checked and given a good coat of 
creosote . 

,r ork parties will be scheduled 
for each Saturday that a regular 
hike is not planned. 

Anyone able to help please con- 
tact W. Churchill Scott, 132 Maple 
St. Rutland, Vt. 05701. Tel 5-5720. 

THE LONG TRA T L NEWS 


It has been brought to our 
attention thet some members ere 
not on the mailing list for The 
Long Tr<: il News. 

If anyone is not receiving a 
copy please notify W. Churchill 
Scott, Secretary-Treasurer. 

BUFFUM LODGE 
by 

Vera Perkins 

There are some of us who always 
maintain that a good winter outing 
just can't be beat. Saturday, 
February 22nd seemed made to order 
for such an outing, Clear, snappy 
weather, good snowshoeing, and 
cozy Buffum Lodge for our destina- 
tion. All that was lack, ng was 
the crowd t However, we started 
off gaily with one car load - and 
we do mean load! Eleanor V/alker, 
Churchill, Janet Martin, Carol, 
Nancy, 3etsy and Tommy Martin, all 
scueezed into Vera’s car and we 
were on our way . 

After parking at the Trail cross- 
ing on the Gulf Road, we donned 
snowshoes and enjoyed a leisurely 
hike up snow covered hills to 
Buffum. There we found a good 
supply of wood, and the fire was 
soon crackling merrily and the 
stove sending out a welcome warmth. 


The ‘''mitten line 1 ' above the stove 
was appreciated and used to capac- 
ity. So too, the "sitting space' 
on the bench around the stove. 

”’e were soon joined by Michrel 
Wiley end his sister end brother 
who were visiting him in Chitten- 
den, and by George Reynolds end 
son John. 

After lunch the junior members 
enjoyed building snow tunnels and 
forts, providing a fresh supply 
of damp mittens for "the line". 

The rest did a little picking up, 
loafed around the fire, turned the 
mittens as needed, and exchanged 
the customary wise-cracks. 

About 2:30, having decided 
there would be no more arrivals 
and the mitten supply being com- 
pletely exhausted, we started the 
return trip. This was made the 
easy way by some of the youngest 
using a snowshoe as a toboggan. 

About half way down we exchang- 
ed greetings with Marjorie Burditt 
and Doris Newton who were making 
the trip as an afternoon jaunt. 

Arriving at the car, we peeled 
the wet clothing from the juniors, 
wrapped them in sweaters and car 
robes and proceeded happily on 
our way to Rutland. 


RUMMAGE SALE NETS *102.48 

Killington Section’s 16th 
Rummage Sale was held on Saturday 
F e b. 29th. The usual crov;d was 
assembled in the lobby of the 
Marble Bank awaiting the opening 
of the gate and bus - ' ness was 
brisk for the first 2 hours. After 
that a steady trickle of customers 
throughout most of the day 
gradually pushed the sales up over 
our goal of "at least .$100". 

A willing and able committee 
was on hand Friday, collecting, 
setting up tables, sorting, mark- 
ing and arranging. The same 
workers, a u, men ted by several 
additional volunteers, helped out 
on Saturday. This extra help was 
especially welcome in the esrly 
part of the day as the first hour 
of a Rummage Sale is always a 
"rush hour". The stand-bys who 
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were on hand for the clean-up 
deserve a special vote of thanks. 
This is a discoura/ ing ^art of the! 
project if help is scarce. 

* r e are continually amazed at 
the amount of rummage our small 
group of GMCers can round up year 
after year. Without these faith- 
ful contributors there could of 
course be no sale. 

The fact that this sale was 
held at a different time of year 
appeared to make no appreciable 
difference in the results. How* 
ever, most of the workers felt 
that our usual fall date has some 
advantages, so we will .robably 
have our next sale next fall. We 
realize this brings two rather 
close together so start now to • 
collect all those th* igs you over- 
looked or couldn’t decide to part 
with this time. 

With plenty of help, working or 
these sales is really fun. We 
look forward to seeing our regular 
customers each year and to what 
your attics and cupboards will 
produce for us to sell. It’s ni«< 
too, to have money in our treas* 
ury for needed projects as they 
arise, so start now, get set for 
our 17th Rummage Sale . 

SUNNYFTDE TRI? 

by Ann Reynolds 

From the first arrival (Susan 
Tarbell, who had hiked in from 
Wallingford and gotten the fire 
going) to the last (Churchill 
Scott, who arrived just in time 
to have a cup of coffee and turn 
eround to start back) , all 32 
people who took part in the Sunny- 
side outing on March 8th enjoyed 
an early glimpse of spring. 

Pussywillows were in bud, and 
the roc d was not so much snow as 
MUD. Most of the intrepid drivers 
went all the way to the clearing 
beyond spring Lake Ranch, but 
Craigue Perkins extended his hike 
by parking at the bottom of the 
rood . 

Youngsters of all ages were in 
the group, as well as a dog or 
two, and the shelter was really 
humming with activity . (Item: 

Fernand Be?tlett was catching a nap 


while one of t..e smallest GIE’ers 
was trying to rouse him# 

A hi£hllg&% of the trip was the 
unveiling of the handsome Killing- 
ton Section banner which President 
Harold Valiquette presented to th® 
Club. 

Ben Rolston, President of the 
main Club, dropped in long enough 
to make a few announcements and 
tell of his week-end adventures. 
Several people from Spring Lake 
Jtonch joined us for the morning, 
end when they expressed an inter#o% 
in hiking to Clarendon Gorge, Geo# 
Reynolds was a willing companion. 

There were a number of new 
faoes in the group, and we hope 
thoy will be with us often. 

GOVERNOR CLE1-3ETTT 
by Doris Newton 

Perhaps the March 21st outing 
should have been called ’’open 
house” at Gov. Clement. People 
arrived and departed at different 
times and by different routes. Wo 
even hear that two members did not 
arrive at all - Churchill Scott 
and George Reynolds went up the 
Long Troll from the Lower to Upper 
Roads, studied the tracks at the 
bridge - decided that everyone had 
left and so came out themselves. 

By whatever route or at what-; 
ever time one arrived |or didn’t 
arrive) it was a perfect day to be 
out-of-doors. There was still a 
good deal of snow in the woods, 
but the track was so well packed 
that snowshoes were not necessary. 

As Marjorie Burditt and I Cciue • 
up the road, we were joined by a 
large and amiable doj . It seems 
that the GMCers bound for Governor 
Clement are usually joined by him. 
Maybe he should be made official 
Governor Clement mascot? 

It was pleasant to hear voices 
as we a^proched the shelter, to 
smell woodsmoke, and to see the 
famous big black coffee pot on the 
fireplace. I’m sure we all went 
home with the feeling, well known 
to GMC members, of a pleasant day, 
well spent in the open. 


SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 
by W. Churchill Scott 

The Annual Suger -On-Snow party 
of the Killington section was hold 
on Saturday, April 4th at the 
Universalist Church. 

Even the weatherman helped to 
provide new snow which Pete Hadeke, 
Patrick Riordan and Harold V. gath- 
ered near the Long Trail Lodge 
Saturday morning. In the afternoon 
Mary Ellen Connors helped the boys 
fill the 80 cartons. 


Along the middle of the after- 
noon the workers began to boil the 
syrup end the sweet aroma filled 
the entire hall. Carol, Betsy and 
Nancy Martin helped set the tables. 

i.t 6:00 PM the guests began to 
arrive and soon we had the largest 
group in the history of our sugar- 
on-snow parties. About 80 persons 
including 7 Trustees of the main 
Club enjoyed the sugar, donuts and 
coffee, as well as Jack Martin's 
music and the usu 1 talk fest about 
past experiences on the trail and 
planning thin.-s to do in the future. 


Following is a list of additional members paid to April 17th. You 
can still pay your dues ($2.00 for 3dults, 500 for juniors) to W. 
Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 05701. This issue of 
"Smoke and Blazes" will be the last one mailed to the 1963 list. 


Helen Bailey 
Harriet Bryant 
Allen Comp 
John H. Cornohan 
Mary F. Carnahan 
Paul A • Carnahan 
Sarah K. Carnahan 
Ruth Fostman 
Helen Frink 
Ella Fritsch 
Hans Fritsch 
Frances Greene 
Charles 3. Gulick 
Peter Hadeke 
Mary Isbell 
George Kirk 
Elsie Maier 
Florence P. Mitchell 
William N. Mitchell 
Joel Ilumford 
Jack Martin 
Janet Mertin 

Been thinking of n ew equipment' 5 
Potomac j.ppalachien Trail Club, 

1916 Sunderland Place, N.W. , Wash- 
ington 6, D.C. has a 70 page cata- 
logue entitled "Lightweight Equip- 
ment for Hiking, Camping & Mountain- 
eering" . A concise current listing 
of items from the catalogues and 
display shelves of many dealers. 
Each of the items listed has been 
tested or examined by the Committee 
and only items which are considered 
satisfactory have been included. 


Betsy Martin 
Carol Martin 
David Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Tommy Martin 
Doris Newton 
Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

Anne Perkins 

Craigue Perkins 

David Perkins 

Mary Perkins 

Polly Perkins 

Robert Perkins 

Thelma Perkins 

Tim Perkins 

Leslie Pfenning 

Marc Pfenning 

Susan Pfenning 

George J. Stannard, Jr. - 

Denny Payne 

Timmy Payne 

Florence VanWyck 

Essential informrtion on the listed 
items help the prospective buyer 
make on informed choice. Descrip- 
tion, weight and price j ive the 
needed information for comparisons. 
The dealers listed welcome requests 
for catalogues. send for 70 page 
catalogue for 50;, plus 100 for 

handling charge. 

************** 

SMOKE & 3LAZE5 deadline - Let’s get 
all items to the Editor by middle 
of June so we can get that issue 
out on time. 
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coLm^jvEiirs 

by' Susan Tar bell 


Baker Peak 
Nice treat 
June 28 

Sunday's the date 
Meldon at 10 

See you then. 

* * * * * ********* 

Let's have enough at sucker Brook 
So we can trade cars at the trail 
Some come in from Mm Horrid cliff 
And some from the r,Pke Pleiad trail 
So July 11 from Msluon school at 

9:w0 we 'll go 

Shake your bones, leave your trou- 
bles at home 

It's only 9 miles - Tally Hoi 

******* *******>.** 

We're going, to Tinmouth 
Where? 

Y/e're going to Tinmouth 
Why? 

We're going to Tinmouth 
To see whet's to see 
And when we get there 
We'll decide. 

Meldon - July 26 (Sunday) 10:00 


Mystery Pike (Saturday) 

Y/a Fnow vx .t day we're going -Aug 8 
Wo know what time we're leaving-9 :00 
We know who's tuning us-Terry Gulick 
V/’e knew# where to start - Meldon 
So what 7 s the mystery? 

Who r m "■ -i ere going''' 

Come dressed for unything 
From caving to cl ir ting. 

********* ****** 

Aeolus - Aug. 23 - Sunday 

This one we get lost on 

The la so time we went up 

We got out of the woods all right 

E'n -it lout any sup 

Nr kjddj.Pt:. tho th*s hike is fun 

And ihere is a co /e to see 

So lu.ve with us from Meldon 

You all come now, it's Sunday. 

*******?-**. *** 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Our section has again received a 
very generous gift from Mr, Lincoln 
Isham for use to help maintain 
our trails and shelters. Mr. Isham' s 
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generosity for a number of years has 
enabled the Killington Section to 
keep its trails and shelters in 
very excellent condition and we are 
all very grateful for this help. 

TUCKER LODGE 

Peter Hadeka 


The party of eight hikers left 
Mel don School at 10 A.M. Sunday. 

Soon after arriving at our biding 
point we were joined by a groan 
oi Castleton State College boye. 

After the sto\e pipe was repaired 
by Harold V. and Craigue P. and 
a*uple lirewood was gathered by the 
beys, we proceeded with the f i 1 
and the hot water. As the first cf 
the snail group sat down to eat 
their lunches we were joined by 
more and more members unt3 i. the day' 
total reached. 20 hikers- 

Side trips of tee dey included 
Deer Leap and other liltlo mountain 
summits nearby, Xt was a most 
enjoyable day in which many merely 
sat in the sun and soaked up the 
fine spring weather. 
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MENDON MOUNTAIN 

Patrick Riordan 

On sat. May 2nd Craigue, Churchill 
and I took off for Mendon at about 
9:15 AM in Craigue* s car. 

We took the road to Governor 
Clement Shelter. Before we got 
there we left the car in a small 
clearing off to the side of the 
roed, When ve reached the shelter 
we s'jned the new register. Then 
we started up the trail ta Coupe r 
Lodge. About halfway up we stopped 
to e8 t. We then cut off the trail 
qnd went up the mountain. It was 
pretty hard going with no trail to 

fOliC.V, 

We finally reached a shoulder of 
Mendon. For a while the three of 
us did a little looking around. At 
times we weren't too sure of our- 
selves but thanks to Craigue and 
Churchill * s skillful guiding we 
got back safe and sound. 

On our way back we out down the 
side of the mountain to save time - 
the going was rugged. Another day 
wqxJ spent. 


WHERE Hi»S EAST MOUNTAIN GONE? 

Fernand Bartlett 

For a variety of reasons and leek 
of numbers the East Mt. May 17 hike 
missed the area by a wide merk. It 
was go south boys, so south for an 
eventful and sunny jog near Clement 
to Clarendon Gorge. 

Enthusiastic Mark Pfenning led the 
group a merry chase and run on, off ai 
across the trail. Daniel Boone 
would ha r /e found him an apt and 
enthusiastic companion. With Terry 
C-uxica: keeping all happy with endless 
dj ueoveiy of 7 varieties of violets ; 
crinkle root, pajr.ted and red trill mi 
cior- -tooth violet, cowslip, oceans of 
wixd strawberries (sorry ohly in 
flower) wild columbine, pink lody- 
slippers, etc. 

Ft '3rd and/or seen among the birds 
scarlet tanager, led breasted gros- 
beak; robins, red-yellow throats, 
song thrush, white throe ted sparrow, 
07 t.\i bird, catbird end some others. 

the luscious scenery, rushing 
streams , swaying evergreen forest 
did on rare occasion distract 
from che nature lore hunt. Pat 
P.ioi don who nobly protected the 
roar was detailed to keep his sharp 
lookout for Okra. This strange and 
mysterious ber9C was continually 
bvot t.o the Kilters attention by 
numerous notes left by previous 
U7M geo'icgy rieli trippers. We 
still are trying to learn whether 
Pat via., able to corner the Okra 
market thru hi 3 halo of mosquitoes. 
Our impression a a times being that 
i±' he continued to swing his erns 
any faster at his mosquito monopoly, 
ho would be the next man in space. 

Chance meeting cn the trail were 
11 students from Putney School and 
2 staff who trekked, from Old Job to 
north of Clarendon. At Clarendon 
Lodge about ?6 from Springfield 
rushed Beacon Hill and we suspect 
8P years young Mr. .aldrich was first 
on all counts. A young miss hail- 
ing from Argentina only regret on 
her trip "do we have to leave such 
a beautiful place". 

We are still in need of help to 
discover the meaning of a comment of 
Mark’s as we entered the cow pasture 
on the far side of Beacon Hill, 

"Watch out for all the counciy 
fudge"??' 7 


ANNUAL MEETING " } 

Churchill Scott 

The Annual Meeting of G.M.C was 
held at the Long Trail Lodge on 
Saturday May 30th, 

Killington section had charge of 
the get together coffee hour before 
the meeting and Vera, Thelma, Harold 
and Churchill poured and served. 

Very cool, clear and tvindy weathej 
helped to keep the black files away 
and boost the attendance to about 
125 (a record we believe). Hilling- 
ten Section was very well represented 
with about 32 members present. 

Bob Humes was elected KrssMent, 
by the Board of Trustees to replica 
Ben P.olston. Ben nas certainly done 
a wonderful Job for the pert two 
years and we feel the Club ov/es him 
a great deal of thanks. 

THE SHaHCK ON PICO 

H. G. Wiley 

On Sunday May 31 at 10:30 A.M. 
Ferd. Ecrtlett, Peter Hadeka and I 
left Meldon school with every expect 
at ion of finding at least a dozan 
more Killington section people on 
Pico. The weather was fine end we 
were sure to have a fine trip. 

On reaching the perking lot at Long 
Trail L dge ’.e found only one famil- 
iar oar and that belonged tc a frienc 
of Ford’s who we did not locate 
either. Where had everone gone? 

Were we on the right mountain? there 
were Craigue and Churchill? Ohi 
they are at the shelter already of- 

courso so we began to climb the 

3,900 ft. peak. 

Our first encounter with another 
mammal was a small chipmunk and we 
tiptoed past so as not to disturb 
him. F- rther up the trail we met a 
nan and his wife and oddly the man 
was lying in the grass. s we 
approached we found that he was tak- 
ing a picture of a maroon or red 
tx-3 li’im--supposed to he rare in this 
area? The trillium became the to pi 2 
oi conversation over the rest of the 
trip* v r e ograed fiat photos were 
the oest method of collecting wild 
f icve^s, however there was much 
speculation as to how rare this 
maroon trillium really was. As we 
climbed they become more and more 


frequent with sometimes as many as 
20 in a single area. 

By now we were sure that our 
Killington section was on top having 
lunch and enjoying the view. Water 
temperature at the spring was 3' 7 • 

Vie again began to climb and got. 
our first taste of bushwa eking as we 
lost or never started on the trail. 

It was slow going zig-zagging over 
blow downs end crawling thru low 
spruce, suddenly without any warning 
from a large clump of low spruce on 
our right we came on the trail. Xe 
proceeded most rapidly up the remain- 
ing few hundred feet to the summit 
but still no sign of anyone - net 
even the look-out tower. This was 
the first time any of us had seen 
?ico without the tower and it was 
not f pj assent sight. The peak v/as 
littcrou with rubbish end its face 
was torn with scars left by heavy 
machinery, The ranger’s cabin was 
iu a similar shambles and we sat 
down to contemplate the fete of 
this mighty peak., With our spirits 
dempenod it took a little time to 
■decide that it was time to head 
down b it we new had a problem. Which 
route should ve take? Finally we 
led led upon the read which crossed 
the newly cut life line. 

>.e we Seconded our spirits livened 
arid wo scon entered Pico's famous 
Sunset Schuss tx ml which Ferd had 
skiied in tne days past. \.e found 
tho walking much easier with wild 
flowers end grass at cur feet in- 
stead of tho id ems and gravel of 
the road. The wmter temperature here 
was 39° end T^eri; and Peter culpped 
the. t we night see.! be overcome by 
hoot exhaustion. Vhen we reached 
tho tower at the head of the main 
ski area it seemed to challenge us, 
after all wo ht d climbed the mighty 
Fico, and although ths stairs waro 
broken and the ruiling wa3 shaky 
we climbed on. on top the view 
was beautiful but our unsteady 
vantage ooint seemed to be trying 
to tall us something as it creaked 
under cur weight, then Ferd sugges- 
ted that the pla tform would be a 
fine place for a square dance Peter 
and I decided the altitude v/as too 
much for him ana convinced him that 
we better heod down. 

Upon reaching the perking lot we 


Upon reaching the parking lot we^’ 
still saw no familiar Killington Sec. 
cars and decided to give up the 
search. i/e returned tired but happy 
GMCers after a fine trip and only 
regretted that more could not have 
enjoyed the fun. 


BIRD MOUNT/, IN SOLO 

M. G. Wiley 

It was rainy but looked liKe a 
fine day for a Green tot. Club hike. 
After waiting for a half hour I 
decided tae crew must have already 
left so off to Bird Mt. I vencuiod 


one be there to fill them. In recent 
years his activities were curtailed 
by old age and arthritis but many of 
us will always remember him striding 
up and down the slopes of Pico. 

TRAILS AID SHELTERS 

W. Churchill Soott 


Terry Gulick end Churchill Scott 
have been out on work parties a 
number of times clearing the trail 
jup Pico. On Sunday June 21st at the 
urging of Urn. Mitchell of Worcester, 
Mans, we are having a work party to 
do ns much trail clearing as possible 


expecting to find hikers. I h a oe>. r.on : ioo and on tov/crd ICillington, 


to Bird before end in my estim ticn 
it is one of the most beautiful 
mountains end views in the R i blend 
area. It is e fine example of the 
Toconic mountains end although net 
os high os some of the Green Mta.- 
certainly as good a climb. 


■Also any work on Pico Camp that is 
necessary. There will be more work 
ioer'ies this summer so how about some 
jef the members wno did not go on the 
ila 3 t >noT.z p<-rty getting out and doing 
theiv bit, 

'\io frails and shelters Comm, have 


I did not go south far enough whervie ' idod tc furnish the meals for the 
starting end as a result hf d to jliribjm.omt ern of wo 1 '!: parties as wa 3 the 
and deoend two other smaller oeoka icuj toms years ago during the 1950 * 3 . 
before getting to the summit of Bir d o il anyone has ony suggestions to 


It was misty and ? bit rainy it. time?, 
tut just as lovely as ever, licking 
across to Pico end Killington ire 
could see these two summits saving- 
ly floating cn an ocean of cloues. 

I returned via the trail doing 
some clearing as I went and would 
like to suggest that the Club - 
with the permission of land owners - 
again take the responsibility of 
keeping this trail open. It was a 
fine trip in spite of the rain and 
I still think that Bird Mt. is one 
of the finest in the area. How about, 
coming along next tine and judging 
for yourself. 

FAREWELL TO KIP 


Ki„ - the big, black paok dog of 
Caroline Pormenter ’3 has passed away. 

A recent note from Frances Green, 
Caroline’s long time friend, told 
us this news. 

Kip made friends with the Killing- 
ton section about 1950-51 at Strattoni 
Mt. where his mistress was fire warden. 
Uben they transferred to Pico he 
made many new admirers with his 
ability to travel down to the spring 
and return with full water jugs on 
his back. All he ask 6 d was that some- 


oif-ev v, 9 1 s be very glad to hear them. 

MYGTERY HIKE AUG . 8 th 
Destination - A part of Vermont 

For a treat of a Vermont phenomenon 
unxnovn to many, the much talked about 
Mystery Kike scheduled for Sat. Aug. 
8 th will provico a spectacle that 
only camera can records To be led 
by T 0 rry Grliok of Crstleton, the 
Like v/iil stare from Meldon at 
10 A.M, using motor vehicles for the 
initial phase, V 'a Iking will be the 
final raetnoa of reaching the mystery 
destination. Total one way distance 
by foot is estim-. ted at 3 (°r sc) 
miles o Recommended to bring: water- 
proof footwear (boots or bare feet), 
camera, lunch and a cup, and a jeep 
if you or jour friends have one. 

Make the s inner complete by in- 
cluding the Mystery Hike in youi 
plans -- Remember the date Saturday 
August 8 th' 


* *5. > /: ***»;;.-*• an ** 


The Intersectional’s coming at last 
The information’s enclosed, come he ve 
a blast. 
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conirc 2 ve ts 

by Susan T&rbell 


Sunday s e Pt. 20 
K T'C^TSuT'S.'; ~tTT:^'?Ta nap 
A spy biass and lunch, 

Arc what you will need 
lx' you follow my hunch. 

For W9 ? re going up Stratton 
(There * s a v?ew at the top) 

And ve’.li hd^e to leave early 
9:00 by ny w? tch. 

So meet me at ,f otdon 
In warm hiking t a 
And W9 head up Ft ctratton 
And toft, there's no fo 

P.S. Fo" the less energetic 
a ski lift, i '2,00; vixl hr ins y°u 
to within a fiat .Vu fid la of the 
fire tower where ve will eat lunch. 
The view is tre^encous a 


Sunday Oct. 4th - 
K ny sTe 2 . y~h 1 he again I see 


So if you have a mystery hike yen 
Meet Te^ry at tieldon, ho 'a leaving 

at 10:00 


Saturday. Oct ._17th 

Sent MourTaTn agaTri for this 

foliage season 

I wonder if the vio.> is the reason 
If you would go, bn at Mellon 

at 9,00 

and come on everyone, you'll have 

a good time, 

S a tur d a£_ 0 ,% t 2.4 th 

Many people like food They like tc 
lo^< ;i t, it, ypt it, mams it, or 
sme.ll it 

If \ oc bolc^ to une of these 
on Logo v ten \ w c ulu stec ngl 7 n ugge s t 
tna 1 you be cf jeuchAood. fox’ a 
rove red dish sup our on Oct. Pith 
et (, * lO Ann a Lease, don’t tali 
lanylcd/ r.r vt wi lx La crowded, 

!<;a. 7 ? y by Friday, Oct. 23rd 

f >i t v. sr-‘ r xut xona plan to bring 

along one cf your favorite dishes 
f everyone t> taste. 


g ondey , N ov, 1st 
i'eaL.xlnf "s adn r t come 
Thxs is viotx. for men 
’ e 're having a work party 
good;L3ave Meldon at 10:00 

We'll go where we’re needed 
That should be fun ’cause 
We -re needed most everywhere 
Come on gang, let’s run. 

(Ladies se’e next page.) 


I wonder where this one will be, 
It might be high if the color’s 
Or it might be low, a walk in the 

wood 


Now ladies don’t cry 
You’re needed there, too 
Who else do you think’s 
Going to lug in the stew. 

By stew, I mean food 
A conglomeration. 

Let’s make something special* 
Have a celebration. 
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Sunday, Nov. 15th. M eldon at XOjOO 
Hare's the nearest' hike 
To the snowy season 
It may be your last chanc# 
to hike without freezin’. 

So come up to Pico, the 

Gang will be there 

Get clean air in your lung* 

And pine in your hair. 


Saturday , Nov . 14th ^ RUMMACH SALS 
at the Neighborhood 'Rooms, Marble 
Savings Bank Building# Anything 
that anyone can spare in the line 
of clothing, dishes, nicknacks, 
books, toys, etc. will be apprec- 
iated. There will be someone at 
the rooms Friday, Nov. 13th, aftejp 
9 o’clock. If you can't bring 
your articles in, call Qraigue 


walk baok with me. Enjoyed their 
company and Mike was waiting for 
them when we emerged from the 
woods on #10. 

P.S. The rest of the party had 
left a note that they had gone home. 


SUCKER BROOK 
Florence Herrick 


On July 11th an enthusiastic twelve 
people from Springfield joined the 
Killington Section of G.M.C. on 
the 9.8 mile hike from Brandon Gap 
to Middlebury Gap. Although it 
was a very warm day, a cool breeze 
was felt along the mountain ridges. 

After climbing Mt. Horrid, Cape 
Lookout, White Rocks and Romance Mt. 
we arrived at Sucker Brook Shelter 
newly constructed by the U.S. 
Forestry Department. We stayed 
here to eat lunch and catch our 
breaths before climbing Mt. Worth 
and the long trek home. It is 
worth mentioning that the woods 
were very lush with vegetation. 

Wood sorrell was evident as were 
several species of fern. 

A variety of ages was represent- 
ed in the group with hikers rang- 


Perkins 773-7954 or Harold Valiqustts i ng from io to 60 summers. A 
773-8422 and they will pick them up*variety of hiking speeds was also 

represented, as Churchill Scott 


BAKER PEAK 

Harriot Bryant - Dorset 

Hiked into the peak on the new 
section of trail from USF.S. #10, 
admiring the new shelter and 
suspension bridge over Big Branch# 
A beautiful sunny day and fine 
hiking. Th© new section is great! 
My Welsh Corgi friend and I enjoy* 
ed every inch and were welcomed 
by Mike Wiley and two friends on 
the Peak. They came as scheduled 
from the McGinn Brook Trail (right 
straight up they said). Mike had 
a fire going in no time for coffee 
and treated us to cookies while 
we waited for the others and 
enjoyed the fine panorama below 
us and in all directions. The 
rest of the party did not arrive 
and Laurie Berglie and Susan 
Wiley decided they would like to 


can confirml The octogenarian not 
only held his own but put those 
half his age to shame by bush- 
wacking to the top of Romance Mt. 
This was a long, arduous trip but 
a day well spent in the peace and 
serenity of the woodland trail. 


MYSTERY HIKE 
A mystery of interest 

With warm, threatening weather 
oe tap, and an hour’s hopeful wait 
at Meldon, the small but enthusias- 
tic hikers left for destinations 
unknown to anyone but the leader, 
'Terry Gulick. (One report was 
heard that the mystery was so 
mysterious, some parties became 
apprehensive about it, and so, did 
not turn out . ) 

All kidding aside, the group, 
consisting of the leader, Les 


Pfenning, and a group of youngsters 
from C a stleton, headed south tov;ards 
the junction and after much guessing 
found the NW heading south on U.S» 7 

Winding along through Wallingford 
South Wallingford, the course re- 
mained unchanged down into Denby and 
Mt. Tabor, on that new stretch of 
60 MPH highway. 

Suddenly, after slowing down end 

the course changed No, not to 

Baker’s Peak, or the Green Mts. # 
but a right hsnd turn into the 
Taconicsl Up a paved road, under 
the Vermont Marble Railway, and the 
old country road (as we were told 
to call it) until we came to a stop. 

A while later, after some walk- 
ing, a landmark an arrow and a 

path, and a caveltl Exploring the 
entrance, it was concluded that a 
return trip was in order. Return- 
ing to the road, the hike continued 
until a bridge (in good condition) 
was approached. Then, a left hand 
turn into a brook (dry), and sudden- 
ly a gorge opened up ahead. Under 
rocks and through wide crevasses 
the group trudged on ’til a natural 
foot bridge was discovered overhead, 
then, more gorge’, and a picnio spot l 
right in the middle of the brook bed 

Lots of fun. As a matter of 
fact the gang wants to go again. 

Join them this fall, see the 
schedule. 


TRAILS AND SKELTERS 
W. Churchill Scott 

As the summer hiking season 
draws to a close the Trails and 
Shelters Committee wants to thani; 
all the members that have worked 
so much to make our section of 
the Long Trail so well kept. 

There ere numerous entries in 
the registers at the various 
shelters expressing amazement and 
appreciation for the very well 
cleared and marked trails and the 
snug clean shelters. 

Nevertheless there sre many 
small details that must be done at 
our various shelters to get them 
ready to go through another Vermont 
winter. 


If anyone is willing and able 
to help please contact W. Churchill 
Scott, 132 Maple St«i Rutland, vt. 
Phone 5-5720. 


According to a number of reports 
the suspension bridge over Mill 
River is in very great need of 
extensive repairs. President Harold 
Valiquette is going to inspect it 
and if there is any work that he 
feels the members can do, we will 
have a work party leaving Meldon 
School on Saturday sept. 26th at 
1:3- PM. Anyone willing and able 
to go can contact V/. Churchill 
Scott. Phone 5-5720 for more 
details. 


INTERSECT! ONAL 1964 LaKE EDEN 
Janet Martin 

The Martins, all 7, accompanied 
by V e ra Perkins spent three days 
at the Intersectional at LaKe Eden. 
Sunday, Aug. 30th, was a beautiful 
day when we left Rutland about 
10 AM. After lunching at a way- 
side park we arrived at Lake Eden 
about 2 : 30 , chose a camp site 
which would get the morning sun, 
and proceeded to set up our two 
umbrella tents . 

Ours went up in a breeze but 
Craigue’s, which we had borrowed, 
proved to be a bit more of a 
problem. However, we finally 
got it up with only a slight listl 
and got our corn cooking for supper. 

In the evening there was the 
usual gathering in the main lodge 
with singing which Jack accompa- 
nied on the accordian, followed 
by a park service movie ebout 
Yosemite Park. 

Monday wo awakened to threaten- 
ing skies and the heavens opened 
up in the middle of breakfast. It 
became necessary from time to time 
to dump the water from the large 
tent fly we had rigged up in front 
of the tents. V/e had planned to 
'try Owl’s Head in Canada but the 
i periodic showers discouraged us 
and we settled for a swim and 
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tramping around camp. 

Monday night’s entertainment was 
much the same with a movie on Trans 
Canada, The hikers reported several 
showers and we were glad v/e had 
stayed in camp. 

Tuesday morning we spent break- 
ing camp and drying out the canvas. 
Following lunch we headed for home. 


Following is a list of 
additional members to date - 

H. Minerva Hinchey 
Paul Magoon 
Frances H. Roberts 
Katherine E. Roberts 
Richard N. Roberts 
Raymond A. Catozzi 
Mrs. Jean S. Davies 
Father Reymond A. Glrou* 
Kenneth A. La plant 
Kenneth R. Laplant 
James Watson Jutte 
Joseph Pyne O’ Ryan 
Susan Tarbell 


NEW SCHEDULES 

The new fall and winter hike 
schedules ere enclosed. The 
Outing Committee hopes that 
these hikes will meet with your 
approval and if any extra copie 
are desired they are available 
from C. Perkins, H. Valiquette 
or C. Scott. 


Harold Valiquette received tht 
following letter from Bob Humes, ( 
President of the Main Club. Let*a 
make a special effort to attend the 
dedication. 

"I would like to inform you 
about a new shelter dedication on 
the Long Trail so you can pass the 
information along to your section* 

The new sunrise shelter, replac- 
ing old Sunrise Camp, has now been 
completed by Roy Buchanan, and 
the trail crew. As you probably 
know this is located one mile 
south of Brandon Gap, (Route 73 ) 
on the Long Trail* vie plan to have 
a dedication at the shelter on 
October 11 , 1964 , Sunday 11:30 AM. 

Mr. Mortimer Proctor, an. old 
friend of the Club has donated 
the cost of labor snd materials 
and made it a gift to the Green 
Mountain Club. Any who might be 
up in that section on a foliage 
trip are invited to attend the 
exercises. Please spread the 
Information in your section. 

Happy Hiking 

(signed) Bob Humes, President G.M.C. 
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COMING EVENTS 


by Susan Tarbell 

Good gracious, it's Gov. Clement 
” time, and 

On f\inday again this year, so grab 
your lunch and 

Volley forth before the snow you 
must fear. 

Come and meet us at Meldon school 
— and 

Let us be your guide. We'll show 

~ you a camp 

Erected with stone in 1929. 

Many's the pleasure that is 
"" in store 
E f re the camp is left 
“ behind 

Now if you'd be there on 

“ November 29 

Ten o'clock would be on time. 

** * ****** * * * .-•-** * 

Come one, come all and 

Let us begin to erase 

All our Thanksgiving dining, 

Really, you should come to 
“ Clarendon 


, E’re tho Christmas season starts 

winding, at 

Nino o'clock we will be on our 

way 

Don't cry to reach there 
after 

Gn December 12 we'll meet at our 
school, and let 

No one forget to bring laughter. 
********* ******** 

Moon light is best for many things 

and 

One cl them is hiking 

Or if you prefer a- 

Nothcr term maybe showshoeing's 
to your 
Liking o 

If so, and you want to join the 

Gang, we'll gather on 12/19 

Here's to Tucker Lodge end our 
Moonlight hike 
Time for take off 7:13. 

********* ********* 


Sunnyside is not too far, only 

Up one rise, so come and bring 
your 

Neighbors or your 

Nephew or 

Your bride. 

Sunday is the day to come 

It's January three so 

Dig out your knapsack and long 
woolen wear 

Else you all are liable to freeze*. 

******** ********* 

Green Mountain clubers, the time 
has come, 

If I read this schedule right, 
when 

Robust hikers gather inside to give 
fire and 

Light, we’ll play a few games and 


Sing a few songs and some will go 
out in the 

Cold, all will do whatever they 
wish 

Or majbe whatever they’re 
told. The 

Usual procedure (meet at Meldon at 
nine; will again work 

Today, but if you are late, don’t 
worry much 

Cause you can come anyway. 

At the Rotary Cebin you’ll find 
us all 

Munching on food hot and cold, 
so 

Pack up your games and your sand- 
wiches, come along now, do as 
you are told. 

******************* 

Buff urn is the place we’ll be 

Up the hill and over the tree 

Fun and laughter, snow galore 

Few GjiCars dare ask for more 

Unless I’m wrong and I 


Must be right 

Life starts at Buffum 

On Sunday night NO 

Daylight it is (Leave from Meldon 

at ten) 

Guys and gals this trip is the 

End of January the 31st. 

***************** 

To tell the honest to goodness 
truth 

All’s net as it should be, I may be 

Lying when I say to meet on Feb 
one three and 

Lying again about Craigue Perkins* 
camp and also about 

The time, but elsewhere 

In this nice news sheet the details 

Might be there to find 

But whatever does happen I know one 
thing 

Every one will have a ball 

sc spaghetti fans heed this 
call. 

**************** 

STRATTON MOUNTAIN 
W. Churchill Scott 

On Sunday SePt. 20th a hike was 
held to Stratton Mt. and pond. It 
wili long be remembered by each and 
every hiker for various reasons. 

Som. foi tiding backwards, other for 
no* knowing whether we were flying 
or riding end for one it was his 
first hike with such a controversal 
group Cur route via the Manchest- 
ers • Bromley, Jamaicas and Uards- 
boros covered a lot of road with 
our wheels touching most of the 
timo t 

After a threat of rain the weather 
cleared, sun shone and visibility 
improved as we ascended the mountain. 
A pleasant feature along the trail 
was the matin benches placed at 
the various lookouts along with 
signs pointing out the prominent 
landmarks. Terry Guliok caught up 
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with us along the way, Mrs. Harriotj 
Bryant of Dorset, (who was fire look- 
out on Stratton Mt. after Caroline 
Parmenter and her dog) joined us for 
lunch. After enjoying the excell- 
ent view in every direction, visit- 
ing with a group that came up the 
lift and hiked over from the north 
peak, Mr. \;eeks and Mr. Cahee of 
Springfield returned to the oars 
and the rest of the group continued 
on to the pond. 

Passing a number of beaver dams ! 
we arrived at Willis Ross Lodge *. ' 
where the fast hikers hcd a fire 
going and hot water for a good 
coffee break. The lodge was in 
good shape and the pond leaked 
good too. 

We had to make tracks soon for 
the cars end everyone hurried to 
get out of the woods before dark. 

On the way we met Mr. Coleman, a 
trustee of tne G.M.C. from the 
Brattleboro section, and nis wife 
going in to Bourne Pond for the 
night. 

Upon arriving at the road we 
continued along to the Webster 
marker erected to commemorate 
Mr. Webster's spooch to a Whig 
Convention in July 184^0 A a we 
soood there it was hard to picture 
a gathering of 15. COO pec pie where 
now is heard only the rustle of 
the wind in the leaves and nfct 
occasional passing of a wild animal 

At last we festered our aafo*.y 
belts, held our breaths and took 
off. Terry almost had some ir^sh 
venison when an old deer did no; 
bother to look before he crossed 
tho road. Again stractor mountain 
favored us with very wonderful 
weather and each trip there is 
more enjoyable than the lost and 
more members should try to come 
along. 

**********>> X***: *** 

OCTOBER MYSTERY HUGE 

An Adventuresome Sucoess 
by Terry Gulick 

With colorful soenery and ideal 
weather conditions, Killington 
Section members followod Mystery 
Hike Leader Terry Gulick to 
destinations unknown Sunday Oct. 4* 


The trip originally scheduled dur- 
ing the summer, was attended by 
22 GMCers and guests who kept 
prodding their hike guide as to 
what was so mysterious about it 
all.. Th.3y soon found the answer. 

liber m-ieting the Springfield 
delegation at the Vermont Marble 
Co, quarry tracks on U.S. 7, the 
entourage motored over nearly 
vertical inclines to a point on 
tho so-called ’County Road” on 
Person mountain. The hike then 
bega*. First stop: the water 
fountain nice Ly located beside the 
roe i which. after ascending the 
mountain a short way, eased south 
for u distance before rising up 
further on the big rock conglomera- 
tion; v.nn of soveral composing the 
Taconii Range on the western side 
of Vermont „ 

Many, many steps later, after 
taki.ig inventory of the butternut 
tieo_ and this year's production, 
tension built as the gang learned 
that part of the mystery was to 
unfold o A suduon right turn off 
the trail and a snort walk brought 
the ml kora to a large rock formation 
with a deep cavity leading into an 
underground cavo. Much exploration 
ensue- dc 

Lunch became the order of events 
next c Jcalguo Perkins and John 
Paddock took ohaige of fire build- 
ing operations,- and with freshly 
heated drip water from tho rocks, 
u : .or u of diip Instant coffee was 
< nomad by those assembled! After 
rioi v :: re cave exploring, the 
group terminated the mysterious 
walk hy descending a gorge which 
evt cities is part of a brook. This 
body cl wa+er apparently was vacat- 
ioning at the time. Suddenly, to 
the surprise of the outdoorsmen, 
o natural foot bridge appeared be- 
fore the groups Not all parties 
cored to try it out, but others 
photographed it, walked across it, 
ran, or just simply napped on it 
cwhilo. 

Ro"k specialists found the trip 
a field day. Others enjoyed the 
two unusual sights and the rest 
enjoyed the colorful foliage along 
the hike route. 


THE EAST MOUNTAIN HIKE 
By Doris Newton 

It must be the fetes don’t wont 
us on Best Mountain. On the very 
day of the hike the woods were 
closed south of Route 4» A bit of 
discussion et Moldcn resulted in a 
decision for Tucker Lodge, end a 
little car spotting made it possi- 
ble to vary our routes. 

Some went in by the regular 
route, end some by the Long Trail, 
Y/hile the coffee brewed, the men 
rebuilt the steps and repaired a 
window. Folks of all ages kept 
arriving until there wore ?6 
present; about 16 junior members 
among them. 

After lunch departures began in 
the sane way, some .vent back by 
the regular route <-<nu tw: preupu 
came out by the trail to the • Old 
Turnpike Road” where a car a airing 
at Croigue Perkins’ dump ootu'.ned 
drivers to cars on the- mountain 
Road. East Mountain stilx awaits 
exploration, but even so, the day 
was a most pleasant one. 

* *********** 5 ,.*:***-,.* 

COVERED DISH SUPPER 
By Eleanor y/alker 

The Annuel covered Dish supper 
ot Beechwood on Oct. 24th was 
attended by the usual fine crowd 
of about 40 members and guests. 

Vere Perkins went to 3ecch’vood 
at 10:3^ and built three fires so 
by the time the first guests arriv 
ed the house was toisty. 

The adults liked the fires so 
sat around and talked while the 
ohildren played out doors until 
called to supper at 6:30. Tho 
young people were starved and couL 
hardly wait their turn in line to 
fill their plates. The food was 
delicious and plenty of it so that 
no one went away hungry. 

After supper, Mr. Alex Nagy 
entertained the group by showing 
pictures of the Mystery Hike to 
Dorset Mountain and the hike up 
Killington showing the snow on 
the trees and bushes after the 
early snow storm. 


Thanks fo Vera Perkins another 
Covered Dish supper and evening 
was enjoyed at Boechwood* 

****************** 

PICO 

by W. Churchill Scott 

Six of us hiked up Pico Nov, 15th. 
After dinner Alex Nagy, Mere Pfenning 
and Eotty Gilman hiked up to the top. 
The view was excellent. The rest 
of us r counted tho cabin as far as 
wr. cube, ra-icn, Replaced a pane of 
gi and :'.ornei up the cabin. 

Af* or \’b got through working around 
the cabin Terry Guiick, Marc 
Pfenning and I went out as rer as 
the Big Swamp to see how you could 
gut- tin traiJ past there without 
being jo wet r but here wasn’t much 
that could be done. Craigue Perkins 
stayed around the cabin and worked, 
Terry Guiick jumped a good size 
deer. It was getting dark so we 
had to hurry down. 

*************** **** 

RUMMAGE SALE 

Our 17th Rummage Sole was held 
Saturday Nov, 14th at the Neighbor- 
hood rooms in the Mary e Suvings 
Bank Building. \/e nested about 
$60o00 0 This is the first time we 
have gone boi ow the $100 mark. We 
had above the usual amount of cloth- 
ing K ut we had very few items for 
tho ''Cutlery and Miscellaneous" 
tab '.9 3 3 

Tns.v . ) have been a number of 
rummage sales this fall and probably 
we were a little late with ours. 

Next fall we hope to have it earlier 
- so start saving now. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed and worked. 

*************** ***** 

We will soon be making up new 
schedules. If you have a special 
hike you would like included please 
let us know, 

******************** 


Since the last issue of '’Smoke & 
Blazes” the Trails and Shelters 
Committee has been bushwhacking# 

A work party at the Mill River 
Bridge straightened the towers, 
tightened the horizontal cables, 
leveled the catwalk and added extra 
cable to secure the towers in 
position# The next day Harold 
Valiquette gcve it a coat of 
creosote# Now all that remains is 
another coat of creosote and some 
grading around the approaches# 

On Nov, 1st our work party spent 
the morning ct Buffum, Mr* & Mrs* 
Weeks and Mr. Cehee of Springfield 
met us there and everyone pitched 
in and repaired the steps, cleaned 
up the yard, swept the cabin, moved 
the stove to secure the pipe, 
creosoted the cabin to window level 
and replaced glass. The water was 
soon boiling away so we ceased our 
labors to eat and visit a while# 

The Springfield folks left and 
the rest journeyed to sunnyside 
where the camp was found to be in 
perfect shape# 

i 

Clarendon camp was also visited 
and found to be in good shape# 
Clarendon and Sunny-side will soon 
need new stoves. Otherwise the 
shelters are in very good condition 

The Bronze Plaque in memory of 
James P. Taylor, the Father of the 
Long Trail, has been plaoed on a 
large boulder at the Long Trail 
Lodge. 

**** ***>' ******* 


The Annual Meeting is going to 
be held Friday January 22nd at 
the Central Vermont Public Service 
rooms. Please keep this in mind. 
There will be a notice in the 
Herald# 

****************** 

List of members for 1965 to date. 

Mary Flizageth Allard 
Johnny Allard 
Judy Allard 

Rev. Raymond A. Giroux 

Alex Nagy 

Linda K. Rozowiok 



COMING HIKES 

CLARENDON LODGE - Sunday F e b. 28th 
10 AM. Meet at Meldon School. 
Another hike to Ben Rolston's 
favorite, see the new stove in 
action. Help repair camp. If good 
snowshoeing visit old cellar hole, 
mill site, dam and cemetary of 
early 19th Century settlers. 


SUGaR- 0N-SN0’7 "ARTY - Saturday 
April 10, 6 PM at Mendon Grange 
Hail.. Here is another big affair 
of our section. We will need help 
to make this another successful 
party r v;e have planned this to 
coincide with the Trustees' meeting 
so plan tc Uttend and meet some 
folks from other sections. A 
nominal charge will be made to meet 
the expenses* 


TUCKER LODGE - Saturday, March 13th, 
10 aM. Meet at Meldon School. Snow- 
shoes will probably be needed for 
this trip. Come early - stay iate- 
enjoy pleasant company and surround- 
ings. Be prepared to talk over 
plans for spring work parties a 

BUFFUM LODGE - Sunday, March 28th, 

10 AM. Meet at Meldon school. 

A new idea will be tried this trip. 
Depending on snow conditions, a 
hike will be attempted to SunnysideJ 
If some wish they can go to top of 
Button Hill and east along promi- 
nent ridge with good views along 
the way. 


EAST MOUNTAIN - Saturday, April 24th 
9AM. Meet at Meldon. Here is our 
old nem?t-is again. Please note the 
9 -00 AM starting time for this will 
be an exploratory hike, covering 
new ground to most of us. Bring a 
good lunch and walking shoes. 

GOVERNOR CLEMENT 

The weather was cold and threat- 
ening as a small group of us left 
Meldon for Governor Clement. Alex, 
Marc, Don and Churchill finally got 
stride to the Four Corners where 
we parked the car. A short hike 


up the road brought us to the 
oldest shelter in our section and 
the only open front structure be- 
tween Sucker Brook and Greenwall. 

After a good meal and hot drinks 
from the old coffee pot the pros 
and cons of trying to improve thin 
shelter were discussed. All sug- 
gestions will be appreciated* 

***************** 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

A thank you is due to Ray Secor 
for his gift to help purchase a 
new stove for clarendon Lodge. 

******************** 
CLARENDON LODGE 

The early snow fall made walking 
rather hard but Harold and 
Churchill followed tracks into 
Clarendon hoping to find others 
there with some hot water for that 
delicious cup of instant coffee, 
but all there was, was a note in 
the register from Ben Rolston say ■ 
ing he was checking Sunnyside and 
Buff um and returning to spend the 
night. 

The oabin was creosoted and th6 
fire started for Ben. It was soon 
time to leave and a bit down the 
trail Ben was met and the latest 
news of the GMC discussed. Ban. 
turned over Ray Secor 's gift to 
be used to help purchase a chunk 
stove for Clarendon. For that we 
want to again thank Ray very much. 

************ K***> **** 

MOONLIGHT HIKE 
by 

Vera Perkins 

% 

This year the annual Tucker 
Lodge Moonlight Hike coincided 
exactly with the full moon, and on 
Saturday December 19th the moon, 
though a bit hazy, was right on 
the job. Soon after 7 TFM a good 
sized group had assembled at the 
meeting place. After distributing 
the hikers among the available cars 
we were on our way up Route 4 to 


our starting point. 

Leaving the cars where the 
'Short-cut" to Tucker takes off 
from the highway v:e were soon en- 
joying the quiet beauty of the 
woods* ’, r h1ic there was not enough 
snow for snow-shoeing, there was 
enough to give the woods their 
winter oh arm 0 ’Valking wa3 a bit 
tricky as any step might be the one 
on which the crust broke through 
suddenly l9tbing the f. ot down a 
few inches, but this only added a 
slight element of excitement to 
the trip. 

In what summed like a very short 
tine welcoming lights were stream- 
ing toward® uu across the snow 
from Tucker where a candle was 
glowing brightly in each window. 
Within the Ledge all was cozy and 
WR r :a with coffee water already 
isteemlngo Two of our ambitious 
'members (guess who), had come in 
and worked, up wood in the after- 
Inoen and four more had come in 
(later for supper and so had "kept 
(the home fires burning" for our 
'arrival . 

There was the usual feast of 

'doughnuts warmed in the oven, 
accompanied by coffee and more 
coffee. The junior members indulg- 
ed in tobeganning and snow fights 
outside while the rest of us en- 
j -yed the warmth and sociability 
within We were glad to have 
Diane and George oonlon with us 
again, accompanied by ‘-Muggs" the 
isuoc639or to our old friend 
"Punch iu n c 

As the moon rose higher and the 
hour grew late:; wo reluctantly, 
as always, decided it was time to 
pack up for the homeward journey. 
Hiking out wo found the moon bright 
er and uhe woods even more beauti- 
ful. The temperature was perfect, 
cold enough to give the air a snap, 
but in pleasant oontrast to the 
below zero temperatures we have 
often had on this outing. For a 
grand finale, just before we 
reached Route 4 we had a breath 
taking view of Pico in the moon- 
light, which alone would have been 
well worth the trip. 

***** ********** 


SUNNYSIDE HIKE 

by 

Judy Allard 

On the clear, cold Sunday of 
January 3rd, a brave (??) group of 
eight hikers started from the main 
highway and set off up the road 
to the Spring Lake Ranch on their 
way to Sunnyside Shelter* The 
packs, snowshoes and the sleds 
brought along for the return trip, 
went on ahead with the ninth hiker 
in his trusty truck* It was ex- 
pected that the packs ’n’ 3tuff 
would be left "by the pig pen". 
When we arrived at the designated 
spot, neither the truck nor its 
contents could be seen. After de- 
ducting that the "trusty truck" 
must be ahead of us, we proceeded 
on to the shelter. 

When we arrived at sunnyside 
the green truck was out in firont, 
the fire started, the shelter was 
warm and the water in the coffee 
pot was well on its way to boiling 
Plenty of wood was found near the 
shelter, dragged back, and cut up. 
We then had our lunch, and, after 
the sandwiches and coffee were 
consumed, we discussed the need 
of a new floor in the shelter. 

It was decided that the wood ;v- 
should be brought in and the floor 
replaced sometime in the near 
future while the truck could get 
all the way up to the shelter. 

The return trip was as pleasant 
as the morning outing and much 
faster for some of the hikers as 
they rode a sled down the steep 
hill between the Spring Lake Ranch 
and the main road. 

When we had all gotten down and 
loaded the car, we took off for 
home, having had a very pleasant 
day. 

♦ ♦at:********* * ** 

ROTARY CABIN 

Where were the rest of you on 
that nice cool day, January 16th, 
when we took a jaunt to the Girl 
Scout camp? Home by your cozy 
fire no doubt. Maybe you were 
the smart ones at that. However, 
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we all got a bit of good bracing 
air and we all survived. We must 
admit that some of us probably 
wouldn’t have been there except 
that we expected to be able to 
ride all the way. A light cover- 
ing of snow over icy roads changed 
our minds for us on that little 
idea. 

Even a good fire and Harold’s 
’plastic partition’ to conserve its 
heat failed to make Rotary Cabin 
exactly a cozy spot. Lunch with 
its accompanying hot coffee was 
especial!) y wo3 come 

The low temperature, (close to 
zero'; plus an icy wind dispelled 
any inclination for further hiking 
around the area for most of us. 

We were soon ready to return to 
warmer quarters. 

Once again the Valiquette truck, 
which had made the hills, served 
us well. As many as possible piled 
into the back and enjoyed a ride 
to the cars, while the more rugged 
did it the hard, cold way. 

**************** 

3UFFUM 

Buffum seems to be a lucky draw 
for a winter hike. We so often 
have a perfect day for this one 
and January 31st was no exception. 
Snowshoes were not a must but sev- 
eral took advantage of the oppor- 
tunity, rare this winter, to use 
them and found the snowshoeing 
excellent. 

The first arrivals had to spend 
some time in collecting and re- 
assembling various parts of the 
stove before a fire could be made* 
We often wish it were possible to 
give some of the users of our 
shelters a course in The Care and 
Feeding of Wood-burning Stoves. We 
realize that such stoves are a new 
experience to many of them but we 
haven’t yet figured out why they 
think it will help solve their 
problems to take them apart and put 
them together differently. How- 
ever there was a fine supply of 
wood and the cabin was soon very 
comfortable. 

There was some talk early in the 


ANNUAL MEETING 
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day of going on to Button Hill but 
after lunch everyone seemed content 
to enjoy the comfort of the cabin 
and make short explorations in the 
area, or take a few pictures. We 
really appreciate our several clos- 
ed cabins. They add much to the 
pleasure of winter hiking. 

The trip back to the cars seemed 


The Annual Meeting of the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club was held at the C.V. 
P,S* meeting rooms at 7:30 PM 
Friday January 22nd. 1965. 

In spite of the small attendance 
there was a great deal of interest 


all too short ending a most success* and many interesting items were dis- 
ful and well attended winter outing, 


cussed. Ben Rolston turned over 
two trail side registers to the 
section along with a record that 
Mrs. r akeway kept of hikers passing 
her home, noai tne suspension bridge 
and railroad crossing at East 
Clarendon* 

, Mr* & Mrs* Fuliwara and two of 
on February 13th, The weatherman their friends of the Japan Publlca- 
favored us with a beautiful .:ur.lit joions Trading Company were invited 
day and a cool clear night with guests and we hope to see them at 
almost a full moon perns pn he knew nemo mure of our activities during 
Mr. & Mrs, George Kirk were coming jthe year,. 


******>,».*** ****** 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 

The annual spaghetti supper of 
our section was held at Tali Timber ! 


to visit us and it was so very 
good to see them again. 

Some of the group came early 
to move benches, cut and gather 
firewood, and to get the building 


ihe following officers were elect- 
ed and during the coming year will 
try to serve to the best of their 

ability - 

President George Reynolds 


ready for the crowd. Others enjoyedyiue Presi dent -Alex Nagy 


hiking along the Elbow Road as far 
as the Beaver Dam. 

At 6 PM, thanks to the old 
faithful group that seems to be 
there when the work needs to be 
done, we all sat dawn to a hearty 
and delicious meal of spaghetti. 

The folks kept arriving until at 
last the register held 48 names 
which seems to indicate the popular- 
ity of this affair. 

We were very happy to at last 
meet Miss Elsie Maier and her group 
of friends from New York who have 
visited Tall Timber many times. 

Even though at one time it looked 
like we’d have to send a search 
party for some of the group who 
were out walking way after dark 
without lights. Also we were glad 
to see a number of new members who 
made this their first outing and 
we hope they will continue. 

Our thanks go again to Craigue 
and Mary Perkins and the many 
others who helped to make this 
supper a good one to remember. 


Sec'y-Treas. - W. Churchill Scott 

Again the meeting was climaxed 
by a social hour with the most 
delicious cakes, pies, cookies and 
hot drinks served by the ladies of 
the section Our thanks once more 
to them for such a pleasant evening. 

***************** 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

A board meeting was held at 
the home of President George 
Reynolds recently. Plans were 
discussed for the ooming season 
and the following Chairmen appoint- 
ed - 

Outing - Alex Nagy 
Trails & Shelters - Harold 

Valiquette 
Long Trail News Reporter - 

Ben Rolston 

Smoke & Blazes - Vera Perkins, 

Doris Newton, Terry Gulick 
Eleanor Walker, Betty Gilman. 


*********> ** * * 


******************* 


The February issue of the 
Long Trail News should be nailed 
soon. If there are any members 
of the Killington Section who do 
not receive a copy within a 
reasonable time please notify 
W. Churchill Scott. 132 Maple St. 
Rutland, Vermont 05701. 

***************** 

TRAILS & SHELTERS REPORT 

Once again the southern 
portion of our section Is in tip- 
top shape due to the very great 
amount of time and effort that 
Ben Rolston spends each year. 

Many trail clearing trips 
wore held in the northern part 
also. For the first time in many 
years the trail between Rico 
Junction and Pico Camp has been 
cleared very thoroughly L Tno 
swamp problem near Killington has 
been surveyed and at last it has 
been decided to bridge, ditch and 
trim the present route. 

Pioo shelter received tvo 
coats of creosote, windows and 
stove repaired, knot holes patched 

Clarendon a new stove and 
creosote. 

Sunnyside creosote, walls 
painted, roof fixed and a double 
floor laid. 

Thanks to Harold Valiquette *s 
equipment and knowledge the 
suspension bridge was repaired at 
Clarendon. The uprights were 
straightened and secured and the 
wood was given two coats of 
creosote. 

*************** 

Following is a list of new members 
paid to February 20th. You can 
still pay your dues to v T . Churchill 
Scott, 132 Maple S*., Rutland, Vt. 
o5701. ^2.00 for adults, 500 for 
juniors. This issue of smoke & 
Blazes will be the last sent to 
the 1964 members. 

Martha M. Adaxas 

Anna E. Berg 

Lucy Bishop 
« • • 


Marjorie Burditt 

Dan Calvin 

Bob Dolt 

Ruth Fostman 

Ella Fiitsch 

Hebs Fiitsch 

Betty Gilman 

Charles Bo Gulick, 3rd 

Peter Iladeka 

Pat Hill 

Mary label 

Lincoln Isham 

Lillian Jakeway 

Florence P- Mitchell 

Val Nagy Wm. Mitchell 

Lillian Cxeutirst 

Craiguo Perkins 

Mary Perkins 

Veia Perkins 

Arm Reynolds 

George Reynolds 

Joan Reynolds 

Robert Reynolds 

Ellen Russell 

Ray j e cor 

Margaret Terounzo 

Earord Valiquette 

John Joseph Valiquette 

Thelma valiquette 

Eleanor Walker 

Edward F. Weber 

Murial v/eber 

Diane \7ilder 

Donald Wilder 

Richard Wilder 

Michael Wiley 

Carleton Wilson 




Vol. 18 , No. 2 - KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB - Mar. Apr. *6$ 



COMING HIKES 

Date - Saturday May 8, 1965 
Destination - Tinmouth Mountain 
Departure - Meldon School site 10 
A.M. This is an exploration trip 
to a mountain that we have not 
climbed for a long time. Come 
along and see what a view from the 
Taconic Range looks like* 

Date - Saturday May 22 , 1965 
Destination - Sherburne Pass to 
Mt. Carmel 

Departure - Meldon School site 
9 A.M. First of a series of hikes 
to allow Killington Section members 
to work for their End-toEnd award. 
Choice of distances: to Noyes Pond 
and out via south Pond Trail 7.8 
miles; to North pond and out via 
abandoned Pittsf ield-Chittenden 
road 9.8 miles; to Mt, C rmel and 
out via New Boston trail 10.1 miles 

Date - Sunday May 30, 1965 
Destination - New shelter on Baker 
Peak relocation. 
Departure - Meldon school site 
9 A.M. In place of our annual hike 
to Pico and Killington after the 
CMC meeting, Ben Rolston has sugg- 
ested a trip to the dedication of 


, the new shelter on the Baker Peak 
relocation. Transportation will be 
provided at both ends so hikers 
can leave USFS #10 road above Danty 
or via Lake Trail over Baker Peak* 

Date - Saturday June 12, 1965 
] Destination - Branbury Beach 
Departure - Meldon school site at 
10 A.M.. Here is an outing for 
those who may enjoy taking it easy. 
Bring alotv. a chair and swim suit 
and relax. For the hikers there 
will be trips to Mt, Mooselamoo, 
Silver Lake and the historical 
Ethan Allen caves * 

Date - Saturday June 19, 1965 
Destination - Route 140 to Little 
Rock Pond 

Departure - Meldon School site 
at 9 A.M. Another End-to-End 
series hike. This time only 9.2 
, miles via USFS #10 road or 8.7 miles 
via Homer Stone Brook Trail. Come 
along and enjoy one of the beauty 
spots ef the trail. 

Date - Saturday June 26, 1965 
Destination - Grout Job to 
Prospect Rock 

Departure - Meldon School site at 
9 A.M. Eat a good breakfast and 
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put on your walking shoes for this 
will be the longest hike of the 
year 12.7 miles with no approach 
trails. The hiking is easy and very 
pretty so plan to take advantage 
of the long days to hike with us. 

CLARENDON LODGE 

February 28 was a beautiful 
spring-like day when we left 
Meldon School by car to go to Rt« 

103 where the cars were left and we 
started on our journey. 

There was a group from Schenec- 
tady, N.Y. at the shelter when we 
arrived. They had come in for the 
weekend. We, therefore, started a 
fire outside to heat water for 
coffee and after the other group 
left we went inside for lunch. 

After lunch some left and hiked up 
to where some early settlers are 
buried, then on to the old Lotery 
Road, end then on the Long T r ail 
to Beacon Hill and back to the 
shelter. 

The new stove sura works well# 

The windows hed to be opened 
while lunch was being eaten. One 
car had motor trouble but Craigoe 
Perkins came to their rescue. 

TUCKER LODGE 
Alex J. Nagy 

On March 13th about thirteen 
hikers participated in a hike to 
Tucker Lodge. They met at 10 A.M. 
at the old Meldon school area as 
usual, it was a partly cloudy and 
rather cold but typical March day. 
The crusty surface in the woods 
made easy walking as it was hard 
enough so there was very little or 
no breaking through. Lunch and 
coffee were enjoyed at noon at the 
lodge. On the way home we met 
Harold Valiquette and Churchill 
Scott just going into the woods. 

We wonder how Churchill made it 
without his usual coffee break. At 
least he wasn’t the last one to 
have his coffee this time. The 
group returned at 3:30 PM. 

BUFFUM LODGE TO SUNNYSIDE 
Eleanor v/alker 

Sunday morning March 28th the 


crowd had gathered at Meldon 
School for the trip to Buffum 
Lodge then over the hill to Sunny- 
side Camp. After parking the cars 
on the Gulf Road in Wallingford the 
members at various paces hiked to 
Buffum, The weatherman gave us a 
beautiful day to be out in the open. 
There was some snow but walking was 
easy. 

On arriving at the Lodge, the 
wood was cut, a good fire was 
started and the water in the coffee 
pot set to boil for that cup of 
coffee or hot chocolate each one 
looks forward to having. When the 
water had started to boil the cook- 
ing for lunch began. We never did 
find out when Churchill Scott’s 
lunch was ready for he helped the 
other cooks prepare theirs. 

After Vera Perkins with the 
Martin girls - Carol, Nancy and 
Betsy - arrived the number eating 
totaled twenty-one. 

Several of the hikers proceeded 
on the trail to Sunnyside while 
others hiked to the top of Button 
Hill end bock to Buffum. Harold, 
Thelme and Johnny Valiquette 
visited Sunnyside, then drove to 
the Guf j. Road to say '’hello” to 
the crowd there. 

When everyone was beck in the 
cers and we were heading home, it 
was agreed ve had had a very 
pleasant day. 

WINTER WEEKEND AT CLARENDON LODGE 
3Y Elizabeth Weeks, Springfield, Vt. 

Taking advantage of a lovely, 
mild winter weekend, nine adven- 
turers from Springfield shouldered 
their packs at clarendon crossing 
and headed for Clarendon Lodge. 

All winter we had talked about 
the much missed annual winter 
week-end at Tall Timbers. Finally 
we decided to plan one of our own. 

So on Saturday, March 6, undaunted 
by light rein, we set out. 

There was very little snow, so 
showshoes were unnecessary. The 
mud in the trail in places made 
it seem more like spring than 
winter. 

The lodge looked as inviting as 
always to us in its beautiful pine 
( woods setting, and it wasn’t long 


/ 
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before the men had built a roaring 
fire in the big new chunk stove. 

It seemed quite wonderful not to be 
smoked out. Does that stove warm 
the cabin l y/owl Most of the time 
we had to have the door and windows 
open. 

Just as we were preparing a most 
delicious spaghetti supper, a most 
welcome hiker, Ben Rolston, arrived 
to spend the night after a trail 
clearing trip. 

After supper some enjoyed visit- 
ing in the cabin and popping corn 
while others took a short walk en - 
joying the beauty of the pine woods 
by moonlight. 

The night stayed v;8rm, and in 
spite of a flat air mattress and 
plenty of snoring, ell was peaceful 
until a skunk and some other night 
prowler engaged in a battle at the 
corner of the cabin. The odor woke 
us all and remained with us until 
we left for home the ne:rc morning 


JULY 4th WEEK-END 

A group of section members is 
going to take advantage of the long 
holiday week-end and hike from the 
Massachusetts line north as far as 
possible. 

We plan to eat family style so 
plans will be made according to the 
number of people making reservations 
to go on this trip. Anyone wishing 
to go can contact Churchill Scott 
for further information. 


TRUSTEES' MEETING 

The Trustees’ meeting of the 
GMC was held at Fred Field's office 
April 10th v;ith P 0 n Rolston, Harold 
Valiquette and Churchill Scott 
attending 

Mr. Maslack of the Forest Service 
. gave a very enlightening and infern- 
j ative talK about the proposed Pane-- 


Camping in winter is fun? cleren-way through Vermont. After a long 


don Lodge proved to be the ideal 
place for our winter adventure. 

SUGAR-0N-SN0 ,,r PARTY 
by Peter Hadeka 

The annual Sugar Party was held 
on April 10th at the Mendon Grange 
Kali. It was a very fine spring 
day and the attendance was at least 
70 people. The chief cook was 
George Reynolds, who I might add, 
did a very good job although by 
8 o'clock he was pretty well cooked 
on one side by the heat of the old 
wood stove which was used. 

Although Alex Nagy could not 
attend he was the one who organized 
the party and did much of the work 
before the party. 

Thexsnow was obtained by T e rry 
Gulick, Edward "agner and myself. 

I would also like to mention Chur- 
Ohill scott who did the shopping 
for pickfes, donuts, milk etc. and 
our cashier was Craigue Perkins. 
There were a number of officials 
of the GMC attending the party 


question and answer period the 
group felt that this project was 
far in the future and even though 
the present route plan does not 
interfere with the Long Trail 
greatly it should be watched with 
interest. 

The Guide Books are selling at 
a faster rate than ever before and 
the committee hopes to have enough 
to last until fall end then a new 
one will be available for the 1966 
hiking season. 

The Long Trail Patrol is going 
to do the usual job of clearing 
trail from the Chilcoot Trail north 
to the Canadian border. Also they 
are going to assist the Bennington 
Section work on Seth Warner and 
Glastonbury Mountain shelters. 

EAST MOUNTAIN 
by W. Churchill Scott 


On Saturday April 24th a small 
group of adventurous GMC hikers 
finally started for East Mountain. 

| Betty Gilman, V e ra Perkins, Bob and 

as they were in town for a meeting j George Reynolds snd Churchill Scott. 


the afternoon before the party. 
Everyone had a good time and are 
looking forward to next year. 


j Parked the cor at the top of the 
Notch and hiked over t o Power&s camp. 
Then we turned north on an old road 
toward the Dyer meadows. 
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Soon we broke out of the wo#ds 
Into an Immense pasture stretching 
up the side of East Mountain. 
Advance information told us to turr 
left and follow a wood road but as 
we looked at the road straight 
ahead winding up the old 
meadow we chose that direction. 

We came to a large rock which 
protected us from the wind, with a 
good supply of wood and a nearby 
stream. Here we ate our dinner and 
had our hot drinks minus cream 
which someone (?) forgot, but just 
the same it tasted good. 

From this spot we could get a 
very good view to the east and 
south from Mendon Peak to Bear Mt. 
near Wallingford. But this was 
nothing as compared to about a 
quarter of a mile farther up a 
steep climb post the remains of 
Col. Dyer's summer home Here we 
could see Mendon, Okernc , ViiaojCj, 
Baker, styles and Dorset. 

At the height of land we turned 
west and reached the western s_ope 
(we thought). Within a few minutes! 
we saw a gully and another ridge 
before us so we turned south and 
returned to the Dyer meadows where 
we found the largest group of 
pussywillows and the tallest bush 
we’ve ever seen along with the 
spring peepers singing sweetly. 

This was a very good hike but 
next time we all felt we should 
have an expert guide with us so we 
could tell where to go. In the 
future we hope to have more of 
these hikes to explore interesting 
spots and visit places the t are 
not located on the Long Trail. 

**>.**..■*; >( -.y is 5 »'• > S'- * 

ACKNO r XEDGMENT 

Once again the Killington 
Section of the Green Mountain Club 
is very grateful to Mr. Lincoln 
Isham for his generous gift to 
help with our repair and upkeep 
of our section of the Tr a il and 
our shelters. 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Green 
Mountain Club will be held at 10:00 
AM May 29? Saturday, at the Long 
Trail Lodge. A coffee hour and 
get-together period will precede 
the regular business meeting. 

The Killington Section has been 
asked to put on a buffet lunch at 
a nominal cost and the Trustees 
voted to spend $100-00 to insure 
that our section will not go into 
debt for this affair. This will 
be further discussed at the next 
executive board meeting and in the 
meantime the members should be 
thinking of ideas to help make 
this affair a success. 

The evening program hopes to be 
Mr. Perry Merrill of the Vermont 
State Department of Forests and 
Parks, cr one of his aides. 

Please try to attend to meet 
old friends and to give the 
Kiliinguon section a good represen- 
tation. 

TRAILS & SKELTERS 
by Harold Valiquette 

Trails are in good shape thanks 
to B 0 n Rolbton* March 8th he 
reported he cleared and clipped 
trail from Route 140 to Button Hill 
ridge, and from Route 103 to 
Beacon. 

April 5th he brushed out section 
from Route 140 to Gov. Clement, 

April 21st he received a report 
from a Pennsylvania man, who had 
just returned from a weokend trip 
on the Long T r ail, that there was 
a window missing it Clarendon. 

Also he found Buffum very dirty 
with a piece of stove missing 
and some damage to ends of bunk 
boards . 


************** 
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New members of the Killington Section as of April 26, 1965 


Helen Bailey 
Bennett D. Bell 
Miriam P. Bell 
Pamela Berry 
Thomas Berry 
Harriet Bryant 
Leitha Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
Owen Bryant 
Marcia Candon 
Mary Ellen Connors 
Joanne Connors 
Jimmie Catozzi 
Helen Frink 
Frances Green 
Florence Herrick 
George L. Kirk 
Pearle L. Nichols 
Florence Paddock 
John Paddock 


Ann Perkins 
David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Tim Perkins 
Les Pfenning 
Marc Pfenning 
Susan Pfenning 
Frances Roberts 
Kathy Roberts 
Richard Roberts 
Ben Rolston 
Mark Stanley 
V/. Churchill Scott 
Florence Van Wyck 
Elizabeth Weeks 


TREASURER'S REPORT 1964 


RECEIPTS 

6 ash on hand January 1, 1964 ' $913,44 
Gifts for Trail and Shelter work *226.00 
Received from Rummage Sales (102.48, 59.65) 167, 33 
Received from Membership dues 140,00 
Interest on money in Rutland Savings E a nk 36.22 
Sale of 13 Long Trail Guide Books 19.50 
Sale of 9 GMC sleeve patches 4 . 5 O 


Total Receipts $1,501.79 


EXPENSES 

For Trails and Shelters - 

(Inc $12.75 Fire insurance on huts) 94.29 
Outing Committee expenses 

(Inc. $3.13 for sugar-On-Snow Party) 39.19 


Cost of Smoke and Blazes 29.95 
Paid to Main Club for dues 29.85 
Paid to Main Club for Guide Book and Patches 28.50 
Postage 6,54 


Total Expenses 228. 32 


Cash on hand December 31 , 1964 


$1,273.47 


* 
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COMING EVENTS 

Date- Sunday July 11, 1965. 
Destination- stage Road to 

Killington Peak. 

Departure - Meldon school site 9 AM 
This is our most rugged hike to 
date. Our leader Alex Nagy says 
wear head covering end take fly 
dope, re will see the Rooney Mill 
site and follow old carriage road 
used in 1880 b when the hotel at 
Killington Peak was in its heyday. 


Date - Sunday, July 25, 1965. 
Destination- Gov. Clement shelter 
to Killington Peak. 
Departure- Meldon School site 9 AM. 
This is another stretch in our 
chance to earn an "End to End" 
patch. An easy way up Killington 
and it will give us a chance t® 
check on Gov. Clement shelter an 3 
the trail. 


Date - Saturday, Aug. 7, 1965, 
Destination - grandon Gap to 
Mt. Carmel. 

Departure - Meldon school site 9 AM 
We hope to have ilauri Wintturi 
with us again, for this hike and 
can assure him that we will have 
transportation so that it won’t 
be necessary to hike 18 miles. 


Date - Saturday Aug. 21, 1965 
Destination - Pittsford Ice caves 
Departure - Meldon school site 10 AM 
Here is a very interesting spot 
that we’ve not visited for many 
years. Wear old clothes and bring 
a flashlight and we may find some 
ice. 


INTERSECTIONAL 

The enclosed flier will tell you 
all about the 1965 G.tl.C. Inter- 
sectional to be held at Camp 
Plymouth, Echo Lake, Tyson, Vt. 
Let’s all try to attend and have a 
good time* 


On behalf of the Trustees and 
the members of G.M.C. who attended 
the Annual Meeting, I want to 
thank Vera Perkins, Chairman, and 
all her many workers who put on 
such a very tasty buffet lunch. 

Churchill Scott 


MEMBERS WITNESS DEDICATION 
Nearly thirty GMCers and guests 
hiked close to two miles to witness 
the dedication of the Long Trail's 
newest shelter, Sunday May 30th, 
following the GMC Annual Meeting. 
Killington members attending includ- 
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•d Ben Ralston, Joseph O’Ryaa, James 
Tarbell and Terry Guliek. Located 
on a new section of the Trail north 
of Baker 1 s peak in Dan by, the 
shelter, donated by Mr. Louis Stare, 
Jr., of Bass River, Mass., was 
named Lost pond shelter. 


Greon Mountain Club is concerned, 
This reporter met a couple from 
Brooklyn who, after picking up a 
Short Walks folder at the Pair, 
decided to bee-line it to Vermont 
to investigate the Long Trail, and 
ended up spending a week-end in 


Ben Ralston, who did much in help- clarendon Lodge I The word does 


ing to arrange for locating the 
shelter, did the honors using Long 
Trail "champagne”. With a plastic 
bag full of clear brook water, fro® 
a brook below the shelter, he 
ohristened the structure ..with Its 
new name 

The shelter is named for e near- 
by small body of water, Lost Pond, 
at the request of Mr. Stare, accord- 
ing to Ben. 


OF INTEREST 

The latest issue of the Vermont 
Natural Resources Council newsletter 
cites the action taken by the GMC 
at its annual meeting in which the 
Club voiced opposition to the 
current proposed location of the 
Scenic Highway. If it became a 
reality, the road would go along 
the Green Mountain range. 


The Deerleap Trail, starting at 
the Long Trail Lodge and going over 
Deer’s Leap and eventually back 
onto the Long Trail, has been clear* 
ed and blazed according to Mr. & 

Mrs. Lloyd Weeks. They, with the 
help of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Roberts 
performed the task recently. 


Been Ralston reports that he and 
his wife completed a 7706 mile trip 
taking them through 19 states. They 
took their car this trip and camped 
in a tent staying overnight in 
twelve of the states for a total of 
ten nights in Arizona, California 
and Colorado. Ben states that after 
all this traveling, he still likes 
Vermont best. 


Ben reports that George Pearl- 
stein has cleared and plaoed signs 
on the Tucker Loop Trail. 


get around, doesn’t it. 


And then there is the guy from 
"down country" who arrived in 
Vermont, and not being sure of the 
way, stopped in front of a general 
store in southern Vermont and asked 
the old timer sitting on the porch 
"Where is West Ruper, Vt?" The old- 
timer (not sure of where it was 
himself): "Wo-e-ll f I reckon it 

must be west of Rupert". 

************ 

BIRDS EYE MOUNTAIN 
Betty Gilman and Doris Newton 

Since just Churchill Scott, Doris 
Newton and B e tty Gilman were the 
only ones that turned up for Tin- 
mouth on May 8th, we held a confer- 
ence and decided to go to Bird's 
Eye, The car was left at the usual 
place and we took the old road east 
of the mountain. Fortunately 
Churchill knew the trail on the 
south side so we were soon up to 
the spring near the notch where we 
hod our lunch. The trail climbs to 
the notch and then follows the 
ridge to the summit where the 
views are magnificent. 

We believe we located the site 
of the old monument and we found 
the view from the cliff top as re- 
warding as we anticipated. We then 
retraced our steps to the north and 
eventually found an old logging road 
which come out closer to our car. 

The olearing weather, the intere- 
sting country end early spring 
flowers, made it a rewarding day. 
Vote: The black flies seemed to 

enjoy us, toot 


In spite of reports and stories 
coming this way, the New York World's 
Fair is a success as far as the 


THE HIKE THAT WASH! 

By Terry Gulick 

Four members of our seott** v*|i 
joined by Mauri vintturi of v/orc es- 
ter section in hiking from Sherburne 
to Mt. Carmel, May 22nd. According 
to reports the troll was in need of 
cleering and e lack of water became 
evident before the day’s journey 
ended . 

started out to be a 12 mile 
hike ended in an 18 mile walk, 
according to the group. Unfortun- 
ately connections by the group to 
meet a ride with Doris Newton failed 
to materialize. The hike took 
longer than expected, Miss Newton 
waited patiently, but gave up the 
troops for lost, and the hikers 
were obliged to walk the extra 
miles to a phone I 

All returned safely and no worse 
for the experience II From our 
Section were Alex Nagy, Peter 
Hadeka, Churchill end Bobby Scott. 


THE HIKES' THAT "V/AN’T”! 

By Terry Gulick 

The Pico-Killington hike was not 
carried out due to the dedication 
hike near the pig Branch section 
of the Long Trail. 

Three young members of the 
section were disappointed to find 
no one going to Branbury Beach 
June 12th. However, Susan and 
Mark Pfenning with Bob Stanley got 
as far as the old Mel don site. Let’s 
hope they’re not disappointed again’ 

Alex Nagy and Pete Hadeka showed 
up for the June 19th and July 11th 
hikes and both times went up the 
Stage Road to Killington. Rough 
going through underbrush and over 
blowdowns made on endurance test 
for both. 

Alex states he hopes to have the 
Stage Road trail cleared and 
marked within the next few weeks. 


TRUSTEES MEETING 

The Trustees meeting was held at 
the close of the regular meeting 
of the G.M.C. on May 29th at the 


long Trail Lodge, 

Most of the discussion was about 
the Long Trail News and the necessity 
of having the various deadlines met 
in order to have the publication 
reach the members on time. 

Also the 1965 GMC Intersectional 
Committee responsibility was dumped 
into the lap of Trustee Churchill 
Scott without any authorization. 

The Killington Section had this 
responsibility only two years ago 
and your reporter does not feel it 
is fair to ask for any this year. 


UP THE LaKE TRAIL AND SOUTH(?) 

By Churchill Scott 

On Thursday, April 24th, Bobby 
Scott and I started up the Lake 
Trail bright and early with hopes 
to do the Long Trail south to 
Route #11. Under bright blue skies, 
cool air and dry under foot we 
were soon climbing toward Griffith 
Lake. We jumped a deer at one 
spot and were amused to see how he 
struggled to get through a tangled 
mass of uprooted trees. 

At the McGinn brook crossing we 
had a bite to eat and then began 
to run into snow as we continued 
on. As we kept going higher the 
snow was deeper and the sensible 
thing to do would have been to 
turn bock but we didn’t. 

Next we hit the south end of the 
Baker Peak relocation trail and 
then arrived at Griffith Lake 
still ice bound. In a small clear 
spot of dry ground we ate lunch 
and os we looked up the north 
slope of Peru Peak at all the snow 
we reluctantly turned north. 

"e felt that the snow might have 
melted in the old lumber road to 
Old Job but for four miles we 
walked through 2 to 3 foot drifts 
and struggled across snow fed 
raging torrents. 

At last we arrived at Old Job 
Shelter where we spent a very 
pleasant night and enjoyed the 
clear skies and warm air. No 
porkies disturbed a very sound 
sleep. 

Continuing north we passed the 
north end of the Baker Peak 


relocation trail, crossed the new 
bridge over Big Branch and vlsite4 
Big Branch shelter (a beautiful 
spot and shelter)* 

The new trail out to U.S.F.S* 
road //10 slants through hardwood 
forest above Big Branch hitting the 
road about 200 ft. east of Black 
Branch where the trail goes to 
Little Rock pond. v 'e hiked to the 
road to Danby where we got a ride 
home in the mail truck. 

The old adage of craigue ^erkins 
to stay out of the woods until all 
the snow is t one was learned the 
hard way by us and we are certaia 
it will not happen again* i 


SOUP'S ON — — AGAIN! 

Killington Section members 
exhibited their excellent hospitality 
during the recent annual meeting of 
the Green Mountain Club when they 
served lunch to about one hundred 
folks during the noon recess. A 
typically cool spring day caused 
most of the gathering to retreat i 
inside the annex building to eat* 

The servers were on the front 
patio dishing out baked beans, 
salad, roast beef, ham, desserts and 
other goodies. 

This marks the first year that 
our section has served a noon 
picnic meal during the G.M.C. 

Annual Meeting. 

Special thanks to all who 
helped l 


New members since lost issue: 

Christine Cahee 
Hedrick Cahee 
Shirley Cahee 
Allen Camp 
Peter Hadeka 
H. Minerva Hinchey 
Jack Martin 
Janet Martin 
Carol Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Betsy Martin 
Tom Martin 
David Martin 
Doris Newton 
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COMING EVENTS 

Date - Saturday, Oct. 2nd, 1965 
Destination - Beechwood Covered 
Dish supper 

Once again it's time for one of 
our favorite gatherings. Come 
early in the P.M. to enjoy the 
fall foliage and short walks. The 
Trustees are invited to this supper 
so here is a chance to meet some 
of the folks that direct your 
club. Call Vera Perkins by Friday 
P.M. Oct. 1st, 3-2941 for reserva- 
tions and to find out what to 
contribute. 


Date - Saturday Oct. 16, 1965 9:00 
A.M. 

Destination - East Mountain 
Departure - Meldon School area. 
This trip we hope to have Harold, 
an experienced guide with us. Come 
along and enjoy the foliage and 
the view from the Dyer meadows. 
Also a bit of bush-whacking for 
the more ambitious. 


Date - Sunday Oct. 24, 1965-9 :00AM 
Destination - Stage Coach Road to 
Killington 

Departure - Meldon school area. 
Here is a trip for the more muscu- 
lar members of our section. If 


desired arrangements will be made 
for cars to pick us up at Killing- 
ton Basin which we can reach via 
chair lift or Tractor road from 
Killington. 

Date - Sunday Oct. 21, 10:00 AM. 
Destination - Mt. Carmel 
Departure - Meldon School Area. 
Here is an opportunity to climb 
an old mountain that we have not 
visited for many years and hear 
Craigue's exciting tales of his 
trips up this peak. If desired 
a trip from Brandon Gap may be 
included. 


Date - Sunday Nov. 7 10:00 AM. 
Destination - Pico shelter 
Departure - Meldon school area. 
Now we start our annual fall 
visits to check and prepare our 
shelters for the winter. Come 
along to help the workers and 
enjoy the beautiful fall views 
from the cozy spot on the Long 
Trail. 


ACKNOV/LEDGEMENT 

The Killington Section of the 
GMC want to acknowledge the many 
letters, maps and diagrams sent 



by Mr. Herbert G. Ogden, both 
Junior and Senior, in connection 
with the large amount of voluntee* 
work they have done to clear out, 
blaze and erect signs on both the 
Jugernaut and Bucklin Trails. 

During the summer they have 
worked to make both trails in tip- 
top shape. They have made a num- 
ber of engraved signs to mark the 
trails and also one for Cooper 
Lodge, The Bucklin Trail received 
one day’s work in 1963 and until 
this year has been in very poor 
condition. Now Mr. Ogden says 
there are almost 50 names in the 
Trail-side register erected just 
as the ascent starts up from 
Brewer Brook. 

Our section wants to thank both 
Mr. Ogdens so very much for doing 
such a good job to improve our 
part of the Long Trail System and 
to say that each time we use it 
we will think of the many hard 
hours of work they have devoted to 
to improvement and repair and to 
say again "Well Done". 
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our section of the trail and 
Cooper lodge. 


ANOTHER HIKE THAT WASN'T 

On Sunday July 11th Betty Gilman, 
Mr. V/estin, a GMC member from Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., and Churchill 
Scott arrived at Meldon ready to 
go up the Stage Road to Killington. 
Our guide Alex was unable to make 
it so we finally decided to go up 
the easy way via the tractor road 
from the Basin. 

After a short visit with Howard, 
at the fire loockout we spent some 
time at Cooper measuring up the 
shelter for repairing by the Farm 
and Wilderness Camp work parties 
the following week. 

There were a number of hikers 
going both north and south and 
Cooper seemed to be a very popular 
spot but due to the terrific amount 
of vandalism it is impossible to 
keep this spot in the A-l condition 
that such a mountain should have. 


THE FARM AND WILDERNESS CAMPS 
By Churchill Scott 

During the past summer once . 
again the Farm and wilderness Camps 
of Mr. Kenneth v/ebb have been busy 
covering the Long Trail from 
Sherburne Pass to Shrewsbury Cut- 
off Trail and in addition the 
Juggernaut Trail. 

The groups replaced roof boards 
and roofing at Cooper, tarred the 
roof, replaced bunk boards, turned 
over table boards, cleaned up 
interior of the Lodge and replaced 
two plexiglass windows. Also im- 
proved latrine, put up trail, dump 
and water signs and oleaned up the 
camp dump area. Also they worked 
to improve the Shrewsbury Cut-off 
Trail and are at present working 
with George pearlstein and the 
Vermont state Department of Forest 
and Parks to relocate this trail sc 
that it will pass over state land 
and not over private land. 

We owe this group a great big 
thank you for the long hours of 
herd work they have given to impro^ 


GOV. CLEMENT TO KILLINGTON 
By W. Chruchill Scott 

On Sunday, July 25th, Betty Gilman 
Alex Negy, Kevin Hogan and the 
writer hiked to c°oper Lodge via 
the Long Trail from Gov. Clement 
Shelter. The weather was sunny and 
mild, visibility rather poor but all 
in all a very good day to hike. 

In spite of the dry weather there 
was water at Government Brook and 
at the four brook crossings. We 
met very few people using the Trail 
but Mr. Parsons, the fire lookout 
on Killington, says Cooper has had 
many campers this year. 

After eating a bit of lunch on 
the summit Alex and B e tty rode the 
lift down to the Besin and return. 

The other two spent some time at 
Cooper working on the old spring 
located south of the shelter. 

We managed to get it cleaned out 
enough to keep running but in order 
to have it as good as it was years 
ago it should be dug out deeper. 

This will be a job for the water is 
0 ice cold and if you miss picking up 


a rock on first try your hand 
would be paralyzed before the 
second try. 
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The Saturday, Aug. 7th hike was 
not held as no one appeared at 
Meldon to participate. What 


wmvi waji • • v v# vve rin 

After a short time we left CeopejJhappens to all our G.M.Cs. 
once again and started down the i 

Trail. The trip was easy and quiek ----- — — 


and ended with the usual argument J 

about how far we had hiked and if 

the guidebook mileage is correct* 

** £ %;.*;>**:**>. : *** 


INTERSECTIONAL DRAWS 225 CAMPERS 
bp'Terry Guliok 


PITTSFORD ICE CAVES 
By Betty Gilman 

It was a beautiful day when 
Churchill Scott, Bobby Scott, Mark 
pfenning, a friend of Bob’s and 
my three nieces left Meldon area 
about 10:15 Aug. 21st. Churchill 
went to get gas, Bob batteries 
for his flashling and I returned 
home to get mine and then we met 
again at Pittsford Mills. From 
there Churchill led the way to 
where we parked the oars. 

We followed an old road into 
the meadow, missing the marker 
that pointed to the caves. We 
walked along into the woods follow- 
ing what turned out to be deer 
paths. We stopped for lunch and 
then started on and shortly came 
to a gulley vtfiich we crossed and 
went up the other side to where 
there was a beautiful view looking 
off towards the fish hatchery, At 
that time we were Quite a ways 
above the oaves. Starting back we 
followed the ridge to where we 
could get down to the path . going 
up to the caves. From there some 
of us went to the cave and the 
rest waited for their return. We 
then returned to our cars and were 
back in Rutland shortly after 
3 o’clock. 

£****:-.:;******* 

Miss Helen Bailey, A Killington 
Section member who teaches in Yfest 
Springfield, Mass, and Miss Betty 
Ball, a Killington S e otion member 
now living in Florida, called on 
some of the Rutland members 
recently. 


Prom the northeast they came, 
both young and old, to enjoy the 
last days of summer in the Green 
Mountains and lakes of Vermont. 

Nearly 225 GMC’ers and guests 
attended the 1965 Intersectional 
held at Camp Plymouth on Lake Echo 
in Tyson, Vt. Rug, 28th - Sept. 6th. 

Churchill Scott is credited 
with much of the arrangements along 
with Ben Rolston, resulting in the 
sixth successful gathering of its 
kind since the Fiftieth Anniversary 
celebration Intersection in I960. 

Both hot and cold, sunny and 
rainy weather challenged the out- 
door enthusiasts, but nobody give 
up. 

Many activities oreated memorable 
moments including the gold panning, 
the trip to Cavendish Gorge, 
several mountain climbs, the 
completing of the Long Trail by 
two GMC’ers, the evening entertain- 
ment featuring trips around the 
U.S., Canada and Europe, through 
slides: square dancing, soccer games, 
swimming, boating and canoeing, 
eating, telling tall tales (some 
were actually truel) and just 
generally socializing. 

Killington Section members who 
attended overnight during the 
week were Churchill, Bobby and 
Candace Scott; Susan, Jamey and 
Kate Terbell; President George 
Reynolds and family; Les, Marc 
and Susan Pfenning; Betty Weeks, 

Ben Rolston, Mr. and Mrs. Hans 
Fritsch and T e rry Gulick. 

In addition many more section 
members visited the Intersectional 
during the week but were unable 
to stay overnight. 

****> ** ***>;•*>-** 
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List of new members sinoe the 
last issue of smoke and Blares. 

Faith Bartlett 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Crowley and 

daughters 

Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

James Tar bell 
Susan Tarbell 

According to the by-laws of 
the Killington Section any member* 
ship dues received after October 
1st will be credited to the 
following year. So your 1966 
dues may be paid at any time to 
W. Churchill soott, 132 Maple st** 
Rutland, Vermont 05701, ^ 
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COMING EVENTS 


Date - Saturday Nov. 27 - 9:00 AM 
Destination - Sunnyside Lodge 
Departure - Meldon School area 
Here is another hike and work 
party combined so let’s have a 
good crowd to help repair the 
windows, roof and stove in addi- 
tion to building up the spring. 


Date - Sunday Dec. 5 10:00 All 
Destination - Tucker Lodge 
Departure - Meldon school area 
Perhaps there will be snow for 
this one so why not bring snow- 
shoes along to get in shape for 
the winter season. Hpve plenty 
to eat and we’ll furnish the 
coffee and plan how to fix this 
shelter up for next year. 


Date - Sunday Dec. 19 - 10:00 AM 
Destination - Buffum Lodge 
Departure - Meldon School area 
Visit our newest shelter built 
by craige Perkins in 1961. A 
snowy winter setting among the 
pines should make this trip very 
enjoyable so come along and 
spend a happy day. 


Date - Saturday Jan. 8 6:00 FM 
Destination - Clarendon Lodge by 
Moonlight 

Departure - Meldon School area 

Come and have coffee and dough- 
nuts at a new spot this year. 

Let’s hope it will not be a minus 
18°- 20° this year but anyway 
Clarendon will be warm and cozy. 


Date - Sunday Jen. 23 » 10:00 AM 
Destination - Balch Pasture snow- 
shoe hike 

Departure - Meldon School area 
Please watch the herald for a 
notice of this hike. It may have 
to be changed to Wilcox Hill 
because of privately owned land. 
Never the less a good time is 
planned for all. 


Date - Saturday Feb. 13,6'-«0O PM 
Destination - Spaghetti Supper 
at Tall Timbers 
The Perkins family have once 
again offered the use of Tall 
Timbers Field House for our annual 
spaghetti supper. Remember the 
good time we had last year. Come 
early to help gather wood, set 
tables and help in other ways. 
Also, we hope to meet our section 
members from New York City again. 


BEECHWOOD SUPPER 
By Ann Reynolds 

Despite the fact that most 
people had rather short notice 
about the covered di3b supper at 
Beechwood on October 2 nd, a good 
sized group turned out for the 
affair, including a number of 
the G.M.C* Trustees who had met 
that day. 

Because the supper was held 
several weeks earlier than usual, 
the darkness did not come so 
early, and quite a few people 
enjoyed strolling in the warm 
Autum twilight. 

The usual capable crew was on 
deck in the kitchen to see that 
all the offerings of food were 
arranged on the table and to 
dispense coffee and cocoa. 

The party began to disperse 
around 8 o’clock or so, after a 
pleasant evening of good food and 
good company. 


Our annual Rummage Sale was 
held October 30th in the Neighbor 
hood rooms, made “66,50. Tha: 
to everyone who contributed and 
worked. 


EAST MOUNTAIN 
by Craigue Perkins 

Only five hikers turned out for 
this one on a cool cloudy day. 
we drove over the Notch and turned 
left behind East Mountain leaving 
our car near the old Haskell camp. 

An old jeep-rutted farm road 
climbed steadily westward up the 
mountain through brush and hard- 
hack. This area is known as the 
Dyer Meadows. For some unknown 
reason it seems to resist the 
invasion of forest growth, scatter 
ed spruces and the usual; tangle 
of blackberry bushes are lacking. 

There were however many apple 
trees of all varieties and non- 
varieties. The early freeze had 
spoiled most of the fruit but we 
did locate one tree with excellent 
pocket-stuff ers . 

After the usual series of con- 


sultations and arguments we turned 
right at the top of the cleared 
land and climbed steeply to the 
grove of spruces on top of one of 
the "summits* 1 of the mountain. 

Tha mist limited the view to 
Mend on Peck and that long, long 
(remember;], ridge running down to 
the weso. 

,,r e circled the top and finally 
solected a sheltered place on the 
east side below a ledge where we 
proceeded to build a fire and boil 
coffee water in record time. 

Lunch was uneventful. Nobody kick- 
ed ove" 1 he milk can till all had 
been served. 

Returning to the car by a route 
further north we went through an 
area of young hardwoods with no 
signs of old logs or stumps any- 
where. It was concluded that 
this land must have been cleared 
and the logs burned at sometime 
long ago, and if you don’t agree 
what’s your solution? 

Eagle-eye Scott spotted a 
partridge in the brush about forty 
yards away and wa watched him 
stroll slowly out of sight. 

3 Vie came back to Rutland by way 
of vr heelerville. Too bed so many 
missed this hike. 


CARRIAGE ROAD TO KILLIPGTON PEAK 
by M. G. Wiley 

On a cold rainy Sunday some 30 
climbers led by Alex Nagy conquer- 
ed the mighty Vermont Peak for 
which our Section of the G.M.C is 
named. The group included 
Churchill Scott, Craigue Perkins, 

Mr. and Il r s. Fleming from Sherburne, 
a sizeable group from the Cestle- 
ton State College Outing Club left, 
by Terry Gulick and a small group 
from Sherburne Valley School Out- 
ing Club led by Janet Bent. 

Our route of ascent was via the 
Old Carriage Road which in past 
times led to a hotel near the 
summit. \ f e ate lunch at Cooper 
Lodge which was in fine condition 
including the windows. After lunch 
we climbed to the top of the 4,241 
foot windswept peak. It was here 
that we met Howard Parsons, the 


Killington Fire Ranger, who lives 
on this mountain for seven months 
of the year. Howard invited us in 
and the warmth was quite comfort- 
ing especially to those with cold, 
wet feet. 

We v<ere indeed fortunate to have 
our precipitation in hardened form 
on top although it seemed to be a 
quasi-snow. The semi-snow was 
accumulating rapidly .though, and 
with the accompanying hoar frost 
made us feel as tuough we had 
really climbed a mountain. 

On our descent down the Bucklin 
Trail one of the Castleton boys 
found a porcupine which he carried 
for some distance on his shoulders 
(in a barrel). Tbe Bucklin Trail 
was in fine shape thanks to Mr. 
Herbert Ogden and son. The sun 
was seen before we reached the 
cars and toe end of a fine trip. 


MT. C-nRMEL 

by W. Churchill Scott 

On Sunday October 31st, Kevin 
Hogan, Alex Nagy, Robert and 
Churchill Soott were let off at 
Brandon Gap to hike south to 
C-rmel Camp and meet the rest of 
the Killington Section hikers. The 
weather was cool and cloudy but 
with good visibility. 

A bit of snow under foot made 
walking a bit hard but afforded 
us with an exiellent chenco to 
observe many tracks: deer, bobcat, 
rabbits and bear - small and large. 

We passed the new Sunrise 
Shelter - had a good view of the 
Mt. Hoorid Cliffs from a point 
where the U.S.F.S. had opened up. 
After skirting Bloodroot mountain 
we turned south and descended 
into Blooroot Gap. Hurrying along 
we climbed a bit and then once 
more went down to Wetmore Gap 
where we ran out of the snow. 

Here the Guide Book said about 
.07 to go but a sign said 1.5 
miles to Carmel . Being tired, 
hungry and wet we were discouraged 
but after a short climb and walk 
through a pictures ue hardwood 
forest we came to the side trail 


up Mt. Crrmel and knew the camp 
was not far - within 10 minutes 
of our estimated time. 

Arriving at the shelter we 
found no one there and once again 
we had visions of walking another 
six miles before we got a ride. 
After a short rest we left the 
tin hut end as we were going down 
the trail we s A ied a couple of 
bright colored jackets coming up. 
Soon we were discussing with 
Betty and Doris what to do but 
finally they decided to turn around 
with us and return. 

This was an easy hike and too 
had that more folks were not 
along for it is a good piece of 
Trail to get finished for an 
End-to-End award. 


PICO SHELTER 
by Betty Gilman 

Sunday November 7th was a warm 
rainy day when eight of us left 
for Pico. Churchill Scott, 
Craigue Perkins, Denny and Kevin 
Hogan went along ahead and had 
the shelter all nice and warm 
by the time Ruth Fostman, Vera 
Perkins, Mary Perkins and myself 
reached it. \ r e hung up our 
clothes to dry, then we ate our 
lunch and had coffee. After 
lunch the men replaced nine 
windows that were broken. 

When we left the shelter about 
2:30 it had stopped raining, part 
way down the sun came out for a 
while and then the fog started 
coming in . 

Incidentally it sure seemed 
good to have Ruth Fostman out on 
a hike. 


ANNUAL MEETING - Sometime in 
January. Members will be notified 
by postaard. 


Dues for 1966 may be paid at 
any time to w. Churchill Scott, 

132 Maple St. , Rutland, Vermont 
05701. $ 2.00 for adults, 500 for 

students and juniors. 

Following is a list of ' ; * > , 
members paid for 1966 - 

David L. Baker 
Janet Beat 
Mary Jane Bosworth 
Mitchell A. Dondero 
Charles B. Gulick 
Dorothy Hegerman 
Kevin Hogan 
Elsie Maier 
Terry McDonnell 
Florence Van 'Vyck 


END-toEND AV/ARD 

As stated in the last issue of 
Smoke and Blazes all interested 
members should send to the 
Secretary-Treasurer, up to date 
information on the parts of the 
Long Trail hiked and the dates 
so that a record may be kept on 
each member's file card. 
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COM I ID EVENTS 

BUFFUM LODGE - Sunday, Feb. 2?th 
10:00 AM Meldon school site. 

Coxae snowshoe with us to our 
newest shelter and see whet Craigue 
constructed singlehended . 


SUNNYSTDE LODGE - Sunday March 13 
10:00 AM Meldon School site. 

Here is a pleasant spot to visit 
on a warm spring day. (Let’s hope 
it is.) Ve can discuss the xaany 
odd jobs that must be done to fix 
this camp end possibly solve the 
new stove problem. 


CLARENDON LODGE - Sunday, March 27 
10:00 AM Meldon School site. 

Let's visit this beauty spot in 
spite of recent lumbering and 
police the area so it will look 
good for the many campers that 
use this shelter throughout the 
year. 


SUGAR-0N-SN0W Px RTY - Saturday, 
April 2nd, 6:00 PM 


GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER - Sunday 
April 3 i 10:00 AM. Meldon School 
site. Our only open front shelter 
must have a great deal of work 
done this year so come along to 
see what we can all do to help. 


TUCKER LODGE - Saturday, April 16, 
10:00 AM Meldon School site. 

This lodge xaust have the front 
wall repaired, floor leveled and 
a new toilet constructed. The 
middle of .april should be perfedt 
for spring flowers so let's see 
how many we can find. 


■hCICNOWL EDGEMENT 
The Killington Section of the 
G.M.C. wont to express our most 
grateful appreciation to Mr. Lincoln 
Ishan, Fran Green end Mrs. Harriot 
Brycnt for the recent gifts they 
have given. 


NEW SCHEDULES 

The new schedule is enclosed and 
the Outing Committee has tried to 
include a few new spots to visit in 
addition to cover a bit of the Long 
Trcil for those working on their 
End-To-End Award. 


SUNNYSIDE 
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On the last day of deer hunting 
a few hardy GMCers: Kevin, Danny 
Craigue, Churchill and Bill Gragen 
braved another wet and stormy day 1 
to visit Sunnyside. In spite of 
slippery roads Craigue' s car 
brought us to Spring Lake Ranch 
and after a short walk we arrived 
at Sunnyside. 

Each time we visit this camp we 
are more certain a new stove is 
needed and this time it smoked 
more than usual but finally we 
got it warmed up and good hard 
wood to dry out as \ e repaired 
the broken windows. 

After a good dinner and hot 
coffee we set around discussing 
the good job Harold did on laying 
a double floor and building, a 
bench, and then planning work 
parties for the spring season. 

During the afternoon the wind 
changed to the N. v ' and snow began 
falling making the countryside 
look more like the winter-time 
it should for the middle of 
November . 


CLARENDON LODGE 
by Betty Gilman 

The weather was lousy, snowing, 
wind blowing and the roads were 
snow oovered. This hike was 
originally set for a snowshoe hike 
in the Belch pasture until Craigue 
Perkins said that the people who 
owned the land didn't want anyone 
up there, so then it was decided 
to go to Shrewsbury until the 
weather condition changed our 
minds and we went into Clarendon 
instead, it was good walking in 
the woods end when we reached 
Clarendon the shelter was warm 
as Mr . end Mrs. Roberts, their 
two daughters and son-in-law had 
stayed there overnight ana were 
just leaving. 

After having coffee and lunch 
v/e walked up to the old cemetery 
where the Dullards are buried. 
Returned back to the shelter and 
stayed long enough for one of the 


Hogan boys to have a cup of hot 
chocolate and Churchill a cup of 
ooffee and after that we packed up 
and went home. T 7e were home a 
little after three. 


MOOhTLIGMT SNO' 'SHOE HUGE 
by T,r . Churchill Scott 

During the afternoon of Saturday 
Jen. 8th Craigue, Harold and I 
visited Clarendon Lodge to check 
on the shelter and to make sure of 
plenty of firewood on hand. But 
it was an unnecessary trip for there 
was a group of Scouts from south 
Londonderry there for overnight 
and the comp was warm and cozy. 

At 6:00 PM twenty -two GMCers 
and friends left for Clarendon 
where in the meantime about seven- 
teen members of the Middlebury 
College Outing Club arrived to 
spend the night. They built a 
shelter and fire to sleep outside 
with the understanding that they 
could use the shelter if too cold. 

The camp provided shelter for us, 
end a shack of donuts and coffee 
just hit the spot. After a pleasant 
visit with the other two groups we 
left for home as the temperature 
reached - 12°. 

P.S. According to the register 
before down there were twenty-four 
sleeping in the shelter with only 
two hardy souls staying in the 
lean-to . 

Also on Sunday night Terry came 
back with a group of Cestleton 
St-te College Outing Club members 
for supper, so you can see how 
very popular this spot has become. 


LONG TRAIL NE’ : S 


The February issue of the Long 
Trail News should be mailed about 
February 15th. If any members 
of the Millington Section do not 
receive their copy within a 
reasonable time, please inform 
w, Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St* 
Rutland, V . 057CI so the mailing 
list of the Main Club may be brought 
up to date. 



SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
by Vera Perkins 


The weather-man was most cooper- 
ative and provided a fine day for 
the Spaghetti supper served at Tall 
Timber, on Saturday, February 12th. 
Blue skies, bright sun and a spring! 
time texaperature , enticed a number 
to go up early in the afternoon. 
Although we regretted that the 
warm waether had softened and taken 
away so much snow that show-shoeing 
was ruined, the woods still had a 
lovely white carpet and walking 
on the ploughed paths was easy and 
pleasant. Then too, the soft snow 
was good for snowmen and the like, 
and the yard in front of the 
Recreation building held a variety 
of snow structures by the end of 
the afternoon. 

After tiring of outdoor activi- 
ties, the group assembled in-doors 
for games and visiting. Meanwhile 
the "cooks” took over in the 
kitchen and by six o'clock the 
welcome call of "Come and get it.” 
was heard. Things quieted down 
temporarily while everyone was 
busy putting away the generous 
helpings of spaghetti and sauce. 

Supper was followed by another 
period of games and visiting until 
the younger members finally showed 
sifns of running down and the 
party began to break up. 

T,f e were glad to have with us 
beside our local members, two of 
our member from Springfield - Betty 
and Lloyd weeks, and Elsie Maief 
a member from New York City and 
her party of friends who were week- 
ending at Tall Timber. 

This is one of the looked-forward 
to events on our schedule and 
thanks to Craigue and Mary Perkins 
for the use of Tall Timber facili- 
ties, and to all those who helped 
with the collection of supplies, 
moving tables, getting wood, cook- 
ing, serving and cleaning up, and 
so xnede the outing possible. 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Killing- 
ton Section, Green Mountain Club 
was held at the Central Vt. Public 
Service rooms on Friday January 21, 
1966: 

There were about 30 members and 
guests present including Mr. Herbert 
G. Ogden, Sr. who gave a short 
explanation of the Vermont Roads 
and Trails Conference, a newly 
formed group interested in preserv- 
ing old roads and trails for 
recreational purposes. 

The various committee reports 
were heard and they are reported 
in detail in this issue of Smoke & 
Blazes . 

Mr. Larry Goss, Vice President 
of the Dartmouth Outing Club and 
his assistant gave an illustrated 
talk on the Hut and Trail System 
of the White Mountains. 

Finally the ladies served a 
delicious lunch of home made pies, 
cakes, cookies and hot tea and 
coffee.Onoo again we ere grateful 
to these folks for putting on the 
perfect ending to a very enjoyable 
evening . 


Officers elected: 

George Reynolds, President 
Micheel Wiley, Vice-President 
W. Churchill Scott, Secy.-T r eas« 


OUTING COMMITTEE REPORT 

The hikes during 1965 were 
varied and interesting. Attendance 
ranged from one or two to forty and 
forty-five. As usual the Sugar- 
on-snow and Covered Dish Supper 
were favorites. 

On the End-to-End inward trips 
I were scheduled for Route #140 to U. 
IS.F.S. Sherburne Pass to Brandon 
'Gap. But only the latter stretch 
i was covered, we hope to put new 
1 points of interest on the 1966 • 

| outings in addition to new 
; stretches of the Long Trail. 
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TRA ILS fe SHELTERS 
By Harold Valiquette 

Things to be done in 1966: 

Tucker Lodge needs a new floor. 

The front wall should be b xed in 
and shelter should be creosoted. 

An out house should be built, a 
large tree on the north west side 
of the shelter should be cabled to 
another tree to prevent it from 
falling onto the shelter. This 
tree shows some decayed spots. 

Trail from Tucker to Route 4 
will have to be moved to Grover 
’.'.'right’s west property line as 
this is where he wants it to go 
across Route 4 west of his swimming 
pool . 

Pico shelter needs creosoting. 

The trail is OK. 

Cooper Lodge?? 

Governor Clement shelter needs 
a lot of work - new bunks t nd roof 
repaired 4 

Buffum is in good shepe and has 
a good outhouse. 

Clarendon needs metal eve drip 
to prevent water from soaking into 
the roof rafters as they ere get- 
ting decoyed. Needs an outhouse. 
There is also a tall dead tree on 
the north side that should be cut 
down before it falls on the shelter, 
end it should be creosoted i 
' Suspension bridge is in good shape 
but it. should be creosoted. this spri 

Sunnyside should be creosoted 
and by all means a new stove. Also 
an outhouse. 


Following is new membership list 

Martha Adams 
Anna Berg 
Harriot Bryant 
Leitha Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
Owen Bryant 
Barbara Bruneau 
Allen Camp 
Donald Cudworth 
Ruth A. Fostman 
Elizabeth Gibbs 
Betty Gilman 
Susan Goddard 
william Gragen 


Frances Green 
Danny Hogan 
Lincoln Isham 
Dorothy Johnson 
Harold Johnson 
Cheryl Luther 
Petsy Martin 
C rol Martin 
David Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Tom Martin 
Jack Martin 
Jack Martin 
Florence Mitchell 
’Villi am Mitchell 
Herbert G. Ogden, Sr. 

Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

Lillian Oxenhirt 
Florence Paddock 
John Paddock 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Lee Pfenning 
Marc Pfenning. 

Susan Pfenning 
Ann Reynolds 
George R c ynolds 
John Reynolds 
R.bert Reynolds 
Ben Rolston 
Ellen B. Russell 
Candace Scott 
Kim Scott 
Robert Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Secor 

. Harold Valiquette 

John Joseph Valiquette 
Thomas Joseph Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
M. Eleanor ’.'alker 
Elizabeth ’-'eeks 
Carleton ”ilson 

This is the last ssue of 
’’Smoke and Blazes” that will 
be sent to the 1965 members. 

If you wish to continue receiv- 
ing ’’smoke and Blazes" please 
send your membership dues to 
Churchill Scott, Secretary, 
132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 
05701. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

RECEIPTS 

Cosh on hand January 1, 1965 
Received from gifts 
Received from dues 
Rummage sole profit 
Interest 

Sale of Guide Books 

Sale of G.M.C. patches 

Sale of Clarendon stove for junk 

$1,273.4-7 
205 t 00 
151.50 
66.50 
54.59 
45.00 
7.50 
5-00 

Total Receipts 

$1,808.56 

EXPENSES 

Trails and Shelters 

Paid to Main Club for dues 

Paid to Main Club for Guide Books 

■^aid to Main Club for Patches 

Expenses of Sugor-on-Snow Party 

Outing expenses 

"Snoke and Blazes” 

Postage 

$ 117.89 
44.75 
30.00 
7.50 
35.64 
28.56 
22.57 
8.20 


$ 295.11 

Balance January 1, 1966 

$1,513.45 

V J » Churchill Scott, 

Treasurer 


The above mentioned balance includes the principle and interest 
received from the Lincoln Isham Fund which amounted to ^780.00 
on January 1, 1966. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Date- Sunday, Hay 1, 10:00 A.M. 
Destination : East Mountain 

Meet: Weldon School Area 

A try to reach the summit again. 
From the north or south depending 
on snow and weather conditions. 
Wear your bushwacking clothes and 
come for a hard hike. 


Date: Saturday, May, 14, 8:00 A.M. 

Destination: Danby Road # 10 to 

Lost Pond Shelter. 
Meet: Weldon School Area 

Let's cover some more of the 
Long Trail for our End-to-End 
badge. Home via Baker Peak and 
Lake Trail. Note Time change for 
spotting car. 


Date: May 28-29, Sat. -Sun. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Beginning at 9:30 Sat. morning 
we should try to attend this affair. 

On Sunday we are having a hike 
to Killlngton and Pico. In addition 
we are asked to provide leaders for 
Blue Ridge, Bird Mt. , Little Rock 
Pond and Baker Peak. 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB - Mar. Apr. 1966 


Date: Sunday, June 5, 8:00 A.M. 

Destination: Cantilever Rock 

Mount Mansfield 
Meet: Weldon School Area 

Note time change again. Here 
is a chance to see this newly 
found rock formation. A short hike 
to a different spot. 


Date: Sunday, June 19, 8:00 A.M. 

Destination: Route #11 Lake 
Griffith 

Meet: Mel don School Area 

A 14 nile hike for good walkers. 
Another chance for a bit of End-to- 
End work. Over Bromley, Styles 
and Peru Peaks. 


ACKNOWLEDGEME IT 

The Killlngton Section of the 
G.M.C. want to express our most 
grateful appreciation to the Misses 
Helen Frink and Mary Isbell for 
their recent gifts. 


BUFFUH LODGE TRIP 

On Sunday, Feb. 27th eight 
clubbers made the snowshoe 
trip to Buffum Lodge. It was a 
beautiful spring day with two 
feet of snow and the temper- 
ature up in the fiftys. 

The afternoon before Kevin 
Hogan and Churchill Scott went 
in to stay over night. They 
gathered a big pile of wood and 
reported a very comfortable 
night. Churchill sjv J he came 
within two feet of being warm 
enough. 

So when the rest of us 
struggled in about noon the camp 
was bright and warm and the 
coffee water boiling. 

After dinner v;e checked over 
the camp for necessary repairs. 
Two lights of glass, apparently 
the victims of an air gun, and 
a few short floor boards , to 
replace those chopped through, 
will put the place in A 1 condi- 
tion. 

And how about a camp sign? 

We all agreed that it was too 
nice a day to stay inside so we 
sat around the stove for a 
couple of hours. 

Returning to Rutland about 
four P.M. we wondered where 
everybody was. Another good 
day and another small crowd. 

What do we have to do to get you 
out? 


SUWwYSIDE 

Sunday, inarch 13th was one 
of those days that cant be 
classified as being either fair 
or foul. It snowed, but not much. 
It rained, but not much. The sun 
almost came out a couple of times 
but couldn't quite make it. 
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As is often the case we had 
a good turn out in spite of the 
weather. Seventeen hiked from 
•the bottvun of the hill" in to 
the Camp and back down again. 
Several new hikers were welcomed 
including *r Louis Stare from 
Cape CoS r Mr, Store is the man 
who constructed the Lost Pond 
She Ver and got it moved from 
Cape Cod to the Long Trail near 
Danby 

On the way in we passed two 
cars that hod v.n>*\*eiy tried to 
rush the hil 1 v? tr. the usual 
result, iho i-.ct quarter mile 
through if. .- field" * as easy for 
the snowrthoers but a little 
rough for the unprepared. 

"The boys" got in first and 
hei a good fire going when the 
rest of us arrived. There was 
plenty of good hard wood left 
from tholr efforts of the weekend 
before. 

The camp was in good condition 
with the exception of the stove 
which has been in bad shape for 
some time. No grate, griddles 
don't fit, chimney sagging, little 
things like that. How about a new 
stove soon? 

After a cozy dinner and a 
spirited snowball fight we packed 
up and slid down the hill to the 
cars. 


CLARENDON LODGE 

Our trip to Clarerion Lodge 
on March 2?th attracted seventeen 
hikers including '■'r.e first timer. 
Keep up the good work. 

On Saturday afternoon Kevin 
Hogan, Bob end Churchill Scott, 
and Craigue Perkins lugged their 
overnight packs in to the Lodge. 
Easy going. Snow most gone in the 
open. There was a large supply of 
dry wood inside the camp and the 
yard was filled with the trimmings 
from the lumbering operation. 

Fuel will be plentiful for some 
time to come. 


-3- 


SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 


The camp was in excellent 
shape due to frequent use by 
responsible hikers. When the 
weather gets warmer and dryer we 
should clean up the yard and re- 
move a couple of dead or dying 
trees that threaten to fall on the 
camp. 

After getting things squared 
away for the night we took a hike 
up the road and through the woods 
to a rocky peak we had noticed on 
the way up. This proved to be an 
interesting place with grass and 
oak trees on the top. The ground 
drops off about a hundred feet or 
so on three sides very steeply. 

We plan to visit it again in the 
summer. On the way back we saw 
at least a hundred robins flocking 
in the tree tops and complaining 
about something or other. 

The camp was hot when we went 
to bed, warm part of the night, 
and cold in the early morning. 

Bob was the first to weaken. He 
got the fire going and soon we 
smelled bacon frying. 

After breakfast Churchill and 
Kevin hiked north to the divide 
near Cold River. About an inch 
of fresh snow made the going a 
bit slippery they reported. 

About eleven o’clock the 
Sunday hikers began to arrive 
from Rutland. The youngsters had 
a great time building a "fort" 
out of the brush left from the 
lumbering. They even had a "watch 
tower. " 

Meanwhile, back at the camp, 
Churchill demonstrated how to 
stalk the wild asparagus in his 
stalking feet. 

The more ambitious hikers 
visited a small graveyard some 
distance up the road, said to be 
of considerable historical in- 
terest. 

The less ambitious took a 
short course in "The Care and 
Feeding of the Apple Tree Virus" 

And so home after a pleasant 
day in the woods. 


The 1966 edition of our annual 
Sugar on snow party was held on 
April 2nd in the basement of the 
Unlversallst Church. Sixty three 
starving citizens of all ages 
stuffed themselves with sugar, 
pickles, doughnuts and coffee. 

Vera Perkins was chairman of 
the affair and many members helped 
out with the varied details. On 
the afternoon before Terry Guliok, 
Michael Wiley, Bertha Wiley, and 
two boys from Michael’s school 
went up into the woods and got a 
truck load of snow. About four 
o’clock on Saturday the boiling 
down began. Eleanor Walker, 

Carol Martin, Doris Newton, Betty 
Gilman and Thelma Vallquette got 
everything ready and on the tables. 
After slaving over a hot Trustees’ 
meeting all the afternoon Harold 
Vallquette and Churchill Scott 
came in to put on the finishing 
touches. 

At six P.M. the people started 
coming in and for an hour things 
moved rapidly and sweetly. We 
were honored by the attendance of 
Mr. Rohrbaugh the club president 
and his wife, and by several of 
the trustees. 

Many helped with the cleanup 
and all was in shipshape at a 
reasonable hour. 

It was concluded that this 
party should be continued each 
year if there continues to be a 
good turn out, if we can have it 
in a well equipped place, and if 
members help with the work. All 
these requirements were certainly 
met this year, and the 1966 party 
should go in the book as one of 
our best. 


GOVERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER 


-4- 


PANCAKE SUPPER 


On Sunday, April 3 rd, a good 
crowd turned out for the trip to 
the Governor Clement Shelter. The 
road was a little slippery due to 
mud but all cars stayed between 
the fences. 

The cars were left at the 
Upper Road and the footing from 
there In to camp wa'i surprisingly 
good on the snow covered back 
road. 

Once again "the boys" pushed 
on ahead and had a good fire 
going when the rest of us arrived. 
The canvas was hung by the 
chimney with care to keep the 
cold wind from the ones who were 
there. (Sorry, I had to do that). 

A glance at the register showed 
that a snow cart club had visited 
the camp twice recently. How 
about some help with the up-keep 
fellows? Gary tossed his pack on 
the top bunk and soon found that a 
mouse was trying to share his 
lunch. 

After lunch we put the stove 
together from the assorted parts 
lying around, and it worked fine. 

Some of the youngsters built 
a fire in the outside fireplace 
so with three fires going you 
would expect we would have been 
warm, but that open front I 

Checking on the repairs 
needed we agreed on a new chim- 
ney top, new stove pipe, and the 
desirability of removing the top 
bunk and replacing it where the 
bottom bunk Is now. 

The roof needs repair but 
would It be worth while to put a 
new roof on the camp In Its 
present form? Some suggest a 
wood floor and a window studded 
front with some of the overhang- 
ing roof cut off. Have to think 
it over. 

On the way out we discussed 
the possibility of trips to the 
Jockey Cap, Black Swamp, and 
Robinson Hill. Sometime maybe. 


After a reasonable amount of 
argument It was decided to turn 
the April l6th Tucker Lodge hike 
Into a Pancake Supper. We used to 
schedule a Pancake Breakfast every 
spring but en^huslam for early 
morning walks wore too thin. It 
was hoped that supper time would 
prove more popular. It did. We 
had twelve people. 

On Friday afternoon Churchill 
and Eot Soctt f Kevin Hogan, and 
Craigue Perkins went In to Tucker 
for over night. "Breakable crust" 
over snow up to a foot deep made 
the going somewhat laborious. 

The camp required only the 
usual picking up. Good fire wood, 
a good supper, and spring temper- 
atures made for a pleasant even- 
ing. 

In the morning a proposed hike 
"to the top of the hill" proved to 
be too much work through the still 
deep snow. Five people came in for 
lunch, and a sixth during the early 
afternoon. 

Just In time for supper the 
Martin family arrived and proceeded 
to show us how to cook pancakes In 
record time with minimum fuel by 
way of tin can cookery on a rock 
outdoors. Very successful. 

Oh yes, from a couple of bare 
spots two handfuls of wild onions 
were gathered. And were they wlldl 

Back out to the cars through the 
miserable slush at dark. We’ll 
have to try this one again next 
year. 


CAMPING SHOW 

The Rutland Family Camping Asso- 
ciation will sponsor a Camping Show 
on May 7 and 8 at the Rutland Fair 
grounds. Members will set up and 
explain their camping equipment, 
and answer questions for novice 
campers. 

GMC member Harold Vallquette, 
who Is also a charter member of the 
camping group, will be among those 
exhibiting. 


TRAILS & SHELTERS 
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TRUSTEE "S MEETING 


This Is the time of year when 
this group will be very busy. 

There are many things to be 
done. Roofs to patch, cover with 
tar, toilet houses to build, dumps 
to locate, creosote to apply, signs 
to make and trails to clear. 

Each week th£; a hike is not 
planned a work party will be sche- 
duled. Anyone willing and able to 
help at this time please contact 
W.C. Scott, 132 Maple St. for more 
information. 

May we point out at this time 
that it is not a hard Job or a 
strenuous one which many of our 
tasks demand and the ladles could 
help a great deal in addition to 
preparing meals for the workers. 


NEW MEMBERS 

Dues are payable at any time for 
those who have not renewed their 
membership for 1966 . 

Judy Allard 
Bennett Bell 
Miriam Bell 
Christine Cahee 
Hedrick Cahee 
Shirley Cahee 
Helen Bailey 
Robert Deemer 
Helen Prink 
Ella Prltsch 
Hans Frltsch 
Florence Herrick 
Dorris Newton 
Pearl Nichols 
Ann Perkins 
David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Tim Perkins 
Vera Perkins 


GUIDE BOOKS 

According to information from 
the main office of the Green Mount 
aln Club a new 1966 edition of the 
Long Trail Guidebook will be off 
the press and available around May 
1. Due to the higher cost of print 
lng the cost of the new issue will 
be #1.95. 


On April 2, the Spring Meeting 
of the trustees of the Green Mount- 
ain Club was held at the Rutland 
Office. About 23 persons attended 
from all the sections plus Peggy 
Pons, Long Trail News Editor and 
new president-elect of the Mew 
York section, and Jim Barrett of 
the now Springfield, .:ass, section- 
to-be nfmed Pioneer Valley. 

Vie Randolph reported on the 
1966 Intel sectional to be neld at 
Grout Poiid Scout Camp on Aug. 27- 
Sept, 0 . The committee has worked 
hard on this program and we should 
do all we can to make it a success. 
Possibly two square dance nights 
are planned plus many hikes arranged 
to help G.MC.cr»s get their End-to- 
Enc!. award. The schedule should be 
in the flyer which will be avail- 
able at the annual meeting on May 
28 . 

Bob Deemer of U.S.F.S. stated 
new shelters would be built at Lake 
Griffith and Bourne Pond in addition 
to a second one on the north-west 
shore of the pond. 


OFFICERS MEET 

New officers and committee 
chairmen of the Killtngton Section 
met for an organizational session 
at the home of president George Rey- 
nolds in late February. 

Craigue Perkins volunteered to 
take over the editorship of "Smoke 
& Blazes," with 3etty Gilman doing 
the mimeograpn stencils. Craigue 
called for eight volunteers to con- 
tribute at least 3 columns of copy 
sometime during the coming year. 

H. Wiley, T.Gulick, A. Reynolds, C. 
Scott, V. Perkins, Har. & Thelma 
Vallquette have agreed to provide 
material. Anyone else wishing to 
help in this way is asked to call 
Craigue, or Ann Reynolds. 

The section extends its appreci- 
ation to Thelma Vallquette, who has 
faithfully gotten out the bulletin 
for the past two years or more, and 
to Pearl Nichols, who has been cut- 
ting the stencils for many years. 
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COMING HIKES 

Long Trail End-to-End Trip* 

July 2-4, 1966. 

# I 

This trip originally planned 
for the Canadian line south will 
have to be changed to a portion 
of the trail farther south due 
to the construction work on Jay 
Peak. Because of the length and 
duration of this hike final plans 
will be made on Wed. June 29 at the 
home of W.C* Scott, 132 Maple St. 
Rutland, Vt* 05?01. 


Shrewsbury Loop Trail 
Sat. July 16, 9:00 A.M. 

Meldon School Area 

This hike will take us over 
a new section of trail to many 
members. We plan to go from Gov. 
Clement Shelter north, eat lunch 
at the Four Brooks and return by 
way of the trail over Shrewsbury 
Peak. . Then down the new relocated 
trail to the picnic area. 


Mount Cushman • Rochester. Vt. 

3un. . July 31. 10:00 A. M. 

Meldon School Area 

This will be a chance to visit 
a fire lookout tower and see the 
Green Mountains from another angle.. 
A easy walk and the black flies 
should be about gone. 


Long Trail-Middlebury Gap to 
Breadloaf Mt. 

Sat. August 6 

Another leg on our End-to-End 
trip. We will leave Meldon School 
at 8:00 A..M. in order to spot a 
car and go north over the trail and 
then down to Steam Mill Meadows. 
About 8.5 miles. 


Killington Peak via Juggernaut 
Trail. 

Sun.. Aug. 21, 10:00 A.M. 

Meldon School Area 

Let's try to climb Killington 
from a different direction this 
time. Mr. Ogden and his son have 
this trail in good shape. 


1966 INTERSECTIONAL 
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LI3T OF NEW MEMBERS 


Vic Randolph and his committee 
have done a great deal of work to 
make this year a success. 

A flyer of the lntersectlonal 
Is enclosed to help plan the 
week's activities. With good 
weather our members could hike the 
southern 40-50 miles of the trail 
for oux End-to-End award. 


TRAILS AND SHELTERS 

A number of work parties have 
been held both Individually and 
with a group. This reporter can 
not recall everyone but some of 
the highlights In addition to Ben 
Rolston's fine Job of cleaning 
the lower half of our section, 
the floor has been repaired at 
Buffum, toilet hole dug at Sunny- 
side and annex started, suspen- 
sion bridge at Mill River creo- 
soted, relocation around Deer Leap 
measured and begun. 

The planned work parties for 
July and August will be as follows; 

July 9-10. Gov. Clement. 
Toilet house, dump, bunks and the 
grounds picked up. 

July 23-24. Trail cleaning 
Cooper Lodge to Sherburne Pass. 

This will depend on how much work 
Mr. Ogden and his son are able to 
do before July 23- Also If enough 
workers are available a new toilet 
house is needed at Pico. 

Aug. 13-14. Tucker Lodge. 

An overnight work party Is to 
build a new toilet house, establish 
a dump, raise up floor, fix the 
stone foundation and replace the 
stove pipe. 

This is a very loose schedule 
and a great deal depends on the 
number of workers we are able to 
have. 

If reservations are made by 
Friday before each trip meals will 
be provided by the Club. 

For more Information on any 
part of the above items please 
contact W. Churchill Scott Sect'y. 
132 Maple St. , Rutland, Vt. 


John Allard 
Faith Bartlett 
Minerva Hlnchey 
Mike Kelley 
George Kirk 
Frances Roberts 
Kathy Roberts 
Richard Roberts 
Charles Wener 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB GUIDE BOOK 

The new 1966 issue of th$ Long 
Trail Guidebook is now available 
from your local section secretary. 
Each one sold means a small profit 
so order one now for your summer 
hiking enjoyment from W.C. SCOTT. 

CANTILEVER ROCK 

On June 5» Sunday Kevin Hogan 
and Churchill Scott met at Meldon 
to go to Cantilever Rock on Mount 
Mansfield. Fortunately Mr. and Mrs. 
Weeks of Springfield, Vt. were there 
otherwise It would have been a long 
long walk. After an enjoyable ride 
in a new Ford convertable we arrived 
at the Underhill State Forest Camp- 
ing area. Overnighters Mauri Wlntturl 
and the Brcwn family met us and soon 
we were walking up the C.C.C. road 
by the Halfway House site for one 
mile to inhere the sunset Ridge Trail 
begins. Crossing a number of brooks 
(unnecesspiii.y getting water to lug) 
we climbed 0,4 mile to the Canti- 
lever Rock Trail. Another short 0.4 
mile brought us to the Rock where 
Mr. Morse and his daughter along with 
a young couple from Burlington, Vt. 
and their son riding a Pack-a-Poose 
shared lunch and coffee with us. 

Ascending the mountain The Sun- 
set Ridge Trail breaks out Into the 
open rocks and for a mile It winds 
up an interesting ridge to the Ohln, 
highest point in Vermont. Here the 
party spilt up and after meeting 
George Pep.rlstein we walked back 
down the trail with him. George 
listed a number of other trails to 
plan future hikes upon and If 
enough interest is shown another 
trip to this spot will be made. 


EAST MOUNTAIN TRIP 
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Well, we finally did It 1 
After four or five false starts 
and no starts six Clubbers got to 
the very top of East fountain. 

It looked like a rainy day as 
we started but soon the sun came 
out and we had a warm spring day. 

We approached the mountain by 
way of the Dyer Meadow as we did 
last fall. This time we had an 

experienced guide Harold 

Vallquette who had been to the 

top several times. He led us off 
to the left from just above the 
big rock. When we got to the top 
of the ridge we turned left again 
and followed the ridge to the 
true top of the mountain. Pretty 
easy, huh ? It's all in knowing 
how. 

Several years ago Harold ptt 
a flag on a tree at the top of 
the mountain and since then a few 
groups of hikers have wondered 
and wandered. Come to think of it, 
East Mountain is as easy to climb 
as Pine Hill or Bald Mountain, 
and it seems strange more people 
dont get up there and enjoy an 
excellent view of the city. 

We found a place where we could 
enjoy the sunshine and had our 
lunch. It got so warm that Harold 
picked a ripe banana from a near 
by tree. He did too, I saw him. 

After lunch we had a lengthy 
discussion on the various kinds 
of oak trees, which is a-corny 
subject under the best of con- 
ditions. Then Harold whipped out 
a bran new red flag to replace 
the old ruined one. The boys 
climbed a big tree and tied it in 
place. 

So now if you see the flag up 
there you know all about it. 


DAWBY ROAD TO GRIFFITH LAKE 
By Doris Newton 

nay 14th, the day of the hike 
from "USFS 10 Road "to Griffith 
Lake was one of those days that 
kept us saying "What a day i How 
lucky we are ! Five of us left 
Meldon at eight o'clock for the 
Lake Trail where we left one car. 
After chatting with the Rolstons 
who had camped there, we went in 
the other car to the Long Trail 
crossing at "Black Branch". 

The section of trail along Big 
Branch is rewarding. .The stream 
with spring high water, the two 
new shelters, the fine bridge 
(USP5), the site of the old mill, 
the early spring flowers, provided 
constant interest. We encountered 
a group of hikers from Putney 
School out for several days on the 
Trail. The fireplace at Lost Pond 
Shelter was still warm from their 
morning fire when our noon fore was 
started and the familar coffee pot 
put on. We contentodedly basked in 
the sun during lunch, then began 
the mild climb up the ridge toward 
Baker Peak. Here it must be re- 
ported that one of us succeeded in 
sitting down in an extremely wet 
and muddy bit of trail -- in a 
brook in fact ! 

Baker Peak was a splendid climax 
to a fine walk. After a rest here 
to enjoy the view, and a second 
meeting with Ben, now hard at work 
painting the bad weather by-pass, 
we detoured over to Griffith Lake, 
then back down the Lake Trail to 
the waiting car. A perfect day of 
hiking dampened only externally by 
sitting in the brook i (It really 
didn't take too long to dry out i) 
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BARBARA BECOMES A HIKER 
By Barbara Barron 

This was the first time I had 
ever gone on a hike In a group, you 
know adults and all. Well, let me 
tell you it was fun. 

Mary Ellen Connors wanted to 
know If I wanted to go hiking to 
Tucker Lodge with her family one 
Sunday. I said "sure sounds fun". 

It was not until later I found out 
what horrors awaited me. 

First there was Uncle Harold 
(Valiquette) he said I wasn't 
dressed properly. I thought It was 
kind of funny, everyone else was 
all bundled up and were wearing 
boots. It was such a beautiful day 
I just wore slacks, sweater and 
sneakers. Uncle Harold said the 
snow was at least two feet deep up 
there, well I was willing to take 
my chances. 

When we got up there, there 
wasn't a bit of snow in sight, boy 
did those people look ridiculous. 

3o we started on our 15 min. 
walk (which lasted 30 min) . First 
there was Mary Ellen, Joanne and I. 
Then came Mr. Connors, Uncle Harold 
and some other men. Then came the 
pack mules namely Mrs . Connors and 
Aunt "T" (Uncle Harold's poor un- 
fortunate wife, she must have worn 
highly magnified glasses when she 
married him) , carrying the food. 

Well when we arrived at Tucker 
Lodge I was horrified, So THAT 
was Tucker Lodge it looked like 
they cut down some trees and glued 
them together with Elmer's Glue. 

Inside was worse. I made the 
mistake of asking what those slabs 
of wood were. Someone said "beds". 

After everyone had rested, Mr. 
Connors asked if anyone wanted to 
go for a walk (straight up a moun- 
tain). So Mary Ellen, Mrs. Connors 
and I decided to go. About three 
feet up the hill we stopped to 
give Mrs. Connors a rest (this 
went on all the way up) . Finally 
on top we decided to go down 
(sounded reasonable). 


Did you ever go down a mountain 
120 m.p.h., using trees as breaks - 
it's not exactly going first class j 
but what was even sillier Mrs. 
Connors was slower coming down 
than going up (sometimes I wonder 
about her). 

When we finally got down the 
first lap, we all had Just one 
question for Davey Crockette, Jr. 
Where wero we? 

He said "don't get excited 
Just look for a tree with a blue 
spot on it". About three thousand 
trees and we had to find one with 
a blue dot. Thanks to Mr. Connors 
keen sence of direction he bumped 
into that very tree. So we followed 
the blue dotted trees back. 

I guess Mary Ellen and I 
were being punished for something 
cause we had to ride back with 
Uncle Harold (personally I think 
he thinks he Is Frank Sinatra) 

THAT VOICE. It must have been 
banned from every state in the 
union. No Wonder he is always 
up at Tucker Lodge, probably 
exercising his vocal cords. 

REMINDERS and REMAINDERS 

Closing date for the next 
Smoko and Biases will be Aug. 15. 

It Is better if our outings are 
written up by someone who has 
attended, so if you go on a hike 
and are willing to write it up 
check with the editor. 

Churchill Scott is still 
producing about half of your club 
paper. How about lending a hand? 

According to the new topo 
map Most of Bald Mt. is part of 
the Aiken State Forest. Why can't 
the Klllington Section G.M.C. 
take the necessary steps to make 
sure It isn't turned over to some 
one for commercial development. 

An area so near the Girl Scout 
Camp and the city of Rutland 
should be saved for hiking and 
other forms of non destructive 
recreation. 
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COMIN G HIKES 

Long T 'ni 1 End-t;c -End Trip. 

Sept, 10, 8 .- 00 A.M. Sat. 

»Maon School Area 

Ti^s trip wl'J.l be from Mad Tom 
Shelter south to Prospect Rock and 
then down a side trail, to Route #30. 
To save time a fire and coffee will 
be xondy at Bromley Snelter. About 
12 miles total distance, 

FICO CAMP AND PEAK. 

Sunday Sept, 25 , 10:00 A.M. 
we 1 don School Area 

.lore vn ll oe a good opportunity 
to 330 a smell part, of the work 
that The Farm and Wilderness Camps 
have done for our Section and also 
the fine signs the Ogden's have 
elected. An easy walk of about 6-8 
miles. 


LONG TRAIL END-TO-END TRIP 
Sunday Oct, 9 , 8*00 A, H, 

Skyline Lodge tc Lincoln Gap. 

Mellon School Area 

A 14 mile hike planned to help 
Mauri Wlntturl and the John Hlmmel- 
be.rgers work on their End-to-End 
award. This Is a long walk but not 
too hard a trail so let's turn out. 


CROSS COUNTS' WALK. IRA -BIRD NT. 

Ss curia** • >c, t 2r ; 9 1 0 0 a.M. 

Hello* School Area 
Pert;*. p: *-*- can get Miss Menton to 
leal vhLa wrXk over an old. voad 
through unknown vfoeds to most of us. 

CAfiT T-'i&ZUjfi. 

Annual epor. hews'* r ■ »".ir1ng an 
exhibit :>r arts £*ui ern/'ts, No 
hc-uoo f?er* will be charged for G.M. 

C, membof.u p.nd guests on Sun. Oct. 2. 
Here xi' a good time to visit the 
very line la.rLt? ties the New 
hr k Soo »n and meet aay:y new 
frloiAu of the J -rig Trail who have 
done much to maintain their part, 

A loiig trip but veil worth the effort. 
Per more inforuat. on contact W.C. 
Scott, 1JZ Mu'.j.io St. . Rutland, Vt. 

^ » — - i»'r . • ••*«. * « 

i^/srripcM ri'.ciT 

On Sunday s pC~ " 18 T u\T 2 : 00 P.M. 
the Springfield Vt. Family Field 
Trip Fro gram has listed a walk In 
their lcocl area looking for mush- 
rooms. This ;/n Ik will be led by 
experienced folks who will Identify 
the editable types. For more infor- 
mation contact W. C. Scott. 
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END-TO- END H IKES 

This past Spring and Summer as a 
group, memoirs cf the Killi.ugton Sec- 
tion have covered 3^*? miles from 
Mad Tom Shelter to Big Branch, Sky- 
line Lodge to Middlefcury Gap and 
Frying Pr.n Brook to Barrows Camp. 

Also Kevin Hog&r. and Bill Giragen 
hiked from the Mass, line to had 
Tom Shelter. 

This Fall we have planned two 
more trips before the snow flies. 
Let's see if we can have a larger 
crowd on our next series of 'Talks . 

If enough interest is shown it 
is possible to undertake a half- 
day or one day hike on the week- 
ends that do not conflict with our 
regular outings . 

For more information about this 
opportunity to earn an End-to-End 
award please contact W.C. Scott, 

132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 05701. 

TRAILS AN d"s HE LTERS 

The past two months have been 
busy times for a few members and non, 
members of the Klllington Section. ! 

The Ogdens have finished erecting 1 
signs at all of our shelters and a- 
lcng the entire 21,2 miles of long 
trail we maintain in addition to the 1 
iside trails. Also they have cut out J 
blowdowns, brushed trails, painted 
blazes and many other activities to 
put the trail in first class condi- 
tion. 

They are also responsible for new 
hardware cloth bunks at Gov. Clement 
Shelter (after so many years of talk 
and argument), chimney repaired and 
heightened, an adjustable swinging 
crane. Everyone should make a special 
effort to visit this camp to see the 
great improvements that has been 
made. 

The Farm and Wilderness Camps 
have sent a number of work parties 
onto our section to brush trail, 
paint blazes, dig toilet holes and 
erect temporary seats, and clean up 

around the shelters. They are doing : 
a great deal of work on the Shrews- ■ 
bury trail under the leadership of 
jMlss Shelia Ashley and hr. Susumi 
Ishltanl. 


As usual there is still more to 
do at our shelters. The most import- 
ant job at this time is Tucker. 

Here many odds and ends should be 
taken care of. Notably the toilet 
house constructed, floor raised 
and leveled,; walls repaired and 
chi.ikcd up for "die winter. 


BARROWS CAMF TO FRYI NG PAN B ROOK 

On Friday July 1 two cars left 
Rutland for a 3 day trip on the 
truiJ . After much discussion and at 
1 e sugg ion of hr. k Mrs . Lloyd 
Viuek:* fh .*■ due to the conr.tructlon 
on Jay Fv.aJ-:. we begin our Like at 
Barrows damp. 

This camp 0.2 miles from the 
rord was feund easily thanks to a 
map drawn for us by Mr, Mould, a G. 
M.C, member of the Sterling Sec- 
tion at Morrisville, Vt. 

A quick supper was eaten and 
then with a group of 15 Scouts and 
their leaders staying there we felt 
it best to swing arc und to Parker 
Camp, Due to a new Inroer job we 
were able to drive up the Davis 
Neighborhood Trail and spend a very 
restful night. 

Bright and early Saturday morn- 
ing Wilbur Weston of ?t. Lauderdale, 
Rascal his dog, Kevin Hogan and 
Churchill Scott started soutn up 
Lar&vay Mt. 

At La on way Lookout the view must 
be spectacular on a clear da^T but 
this day was hot, humid and hazy. 

Passing by a number of high 
ledges we dropped to Codding Hollow 
Brock where we ate lunch in a big 
patch cf mint, some of which was 
gathered to stew up with a small 
amount of water and sugar. 

Soon we were climbing up a low 
hill and then down to Barrows Camp 
where there is a very good water 
supply. Here we picked up a car and 
returned to Parker - 

After another good meal and rest 
we started out on Sun, morning to 
hike up Butternut Mt. and on north. 
Running most of the tine to keep up 
to Kevin we descended to Devil’s 
Gulch and arrived at Ritcerbush Camp 
in time to eat lunch. 
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Swinglng around Ritterbush Pond . 
we again climbed a low hill and 
then coasted down to Frying Pan 
Brook where Mr. Weston picked us up.; 


BREADLOAF TO MIDDLE BURY GAP 


On a hot, humid day In August 
a group of G.M.C. hikers drove to 
Mlddlebury for another link on our 
End- to -End award. 

Mauri Wlntturl, Mr. & Mrs. John 
Hlmmelberger , Betty Gilman and Chur- 
chill Scott at the suggestion of 
Mr. Irving White the new trustee 
from Worcester, Mass, began the trip 
et the bottom of the Skylight Pond 
Trail. The path was very poorly 
marked or cleared but after a bit 
more than an hour with only a few 
stops to search for tha trail we 
arrived at the Long Trail « v 1'hls 
vroul d be a good hike In the fall 
after tne leaves go*) 

Soon a short walk brought us to 
Skyline Lodge, e snug cabin of 
peeled logs with a fiont porch over- 
looking a small beaver pond and a 
[ta.autlful view to the S? rt , Lad a 
| good lunch at this spot with cur 
faithful coffee pot putting on the 
finishing touch. 

Mauri spent most of the tire 
[gathering names from the register 
[for Rod Rice of Burlington who in 
turn hopes to use them to show to 
the State Recreation Dept. pointing 
out how large a part of the hikers 
are from out of state and how far 
they travel to enjoy all that we 
|have to offer. 

There was a short discussion 
iabout going north 1.8 miles to the 
next side trail so that on the Fall 
hike we have the distance would be 
less but that idea fell through. 

Soon we started for Mlddlebury Gap 
and within a short time it was easy 

to see why Mr. White said to go 
South for the whole 5 miles was 
Idownhlll, 

At last we were at the road and 
re said goodbye to the Hlmmolbergers 
rho were going to do the trail to 
Irandon Gap the next day from Lake 
rlelad, picked up Mauri ; s car and 
jpotted the car of John and Edna's. 


Once again it is hard to under- 
stand why some folks will close up 
shop, drive all night, hike the 
trail two days and drive bac}c for 
work the next morning. And yet it is 
an impossible Job to get members of 
the Killington Section interested 
in End-to-End hikes. 


JUGG E RNAUT TRAIL TRIP 

Due to the fact that we had no 
cars except Mr. Kogan, Kevin and 
Churchill decided to hike from Rt. 

#4 over the Long Trail around Pico, 
check on the conditions of every- 
thing and then Journey on to Kill- 
ington. 

After many years thanks to the 
F c W. Camps wo have a toilet hole 
dug at both locations. Also the 
campers have done a very good Job 
of cleaning the trail, painting the 
blazes and picking up the camps in 
general. In addition to all this 
the Gguvhf cay the :-e campers have 
done n».v ; .i v r oj X uho Snrewsbury 
T:>. all, Mv. J arsons , the fire* warden 
at rvton. h.ae a great deal of 

good words to say for the very 
well mannered and behaved groups 
which worked for us this year. 

We foal that we are indeed fortun- 
ate tr have the help of all these 
young people that Mr, Webb has sent 
out the trail tills year. 

Lunch was oaten on the summit 
and the view enjoyed with many who 
rode up the lift. 

Mr. F arsons pointed out a number 
of new peaks to us including Burke, 
Olynpup Stratton and Cushman whose 
open summit and buildings were 
easily picked up with the glasses. 

Soon It was time to head for 
heme and so we heeded down the 
tr^cto: road, (another new one this 
time) end when we reached the Basin 
Dr. Pi.ngree gave us *» ride home. 

WELL BETTER LOOK NEXT TIME 


SHREWSBURY LOOP TRIP 
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which will Improve the appearance of 
Gov. Clement 100#. Everyone should 
make a special effort to visit here 
and sec how big a change has been 
rof.de , 

IT ovrever It all boils down to the 
s-’oroe cues tion which has been asked 
tio ran/ times by so tinny people . 

''•/by dooci the Millington Section 
with almost iCO Members have to re- 
lit; on. out-of-town members or non- 
membern to do so much oi th work 
on our tr.a.U s and shelters?" 


MOUNT CUSHMAN 


On Saturday July 16 a good sized 
grouu of ambitious hikers met at 
Mel dor. School site. The weather was 
deal*, cool and a perfect day to walk 
Out of town guests were Wilbur 
Weston, Fort Lauder dele,. Fla , Della 
Eliiton, Ludlow, Vt c , Linda P.ozowlcz 
lend Elsie Maler, New York City. 

Y/hen we arrived at Gov. Clement It 
wa3 arranged that the hikers would 
take a trip up Millington due i*o the 
beautiful weather and also be 00 use 
of the poor report free George Pe ari- 
sta In on the condition oi tne. Shrews- _ 

brn-y Trail. (This has now toon im- 
proved by the B'.&.W. Camps). On Sunday July ?l f Kevin Hogan, 

While the others were hiking the George, John and bob Reynolds and 
0* lens and Churchill Scot! began a Churchill Scott lock off from Mol don 
3 o*ig day’s wot )•: at the rheltoi The headed for .lan-1o7.ph-Kcohon ter area, 
lower bunks wore taken out., the The w-.a Char was clear ar J cool and 

debris of many years rakod away, the 
cVu.rn.ney chinked up and :.vil sc .1 a no the 
two feel*, above the roof line,, on 
| adjustable svingli ig crane war In- 
stalled in the cleaned out fi 1 ~ piece 
At last we were reedy mo go cn 
the bunks. The Ogdons nnci pvo-cut 
ell the lumber sell e.rill.ed it jn the 


proper spots so tnnt 
0 cut the hardware c 
length, bolt ^he 2 x 
lend roll up the fi-*e 
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fasten them In the correct spot. 

This sounds like an easy jo n but 
I we were still going strong at 4; 00 
vrhen Dr. James Howard of Komlon come 
along and having lost his bangle or. 
Kllllngton decided to stay around 
camp for awhile to see If Jo* Jo 
would pick up his scent.. Ho pitched 
In and helped us so very much t/ 
era’. .ling up In under the bunks to 
I tighten the bolts end nuts. 

Soon the hikers returnee, and after 
I res ting awhile headed ^or home but 
not before they had told how far one 
could see from tno summit and the 
large number of people using the 
I lift . After a very small sapper we 
put the finishing touches on our 
work while trying to keep the no- 
see 'ems off for only about one hour 
Ithon they left of their accord. 

At 9:45 P.M. working the lar't hour 
jby the lights of the VW vre finally 
picked up our tools and headed for 
lome after a good day’s work and one 


from 

hike 

we 

saw the 


After 01 few no re remarks 
George about the chert, ensj 
mentioned in Snake 3c Diazes 
bioke out iut > the o;x.n anu 
tower c-.hond c+ us. 

Tno i/ower wis not manned this 
sur.'i'ie'*' tut wo * vre able to climb to 
tho top of tie stairs and from there 
vre coud see lor miles. Asoutnoy, 
tno White Mountains to the East,, 
tho Adirondack., to the West, Pico 
and killing ton stood out plainly to 
1/'no. South and Mt. Mansfield to the 
North. 

While we were resting and talking 
of the peace and quiet" along came 
a Scout up the road. Most of the 
time we would be rather put out at 
this but there was an elderly couple 
on the mountain for the first time. 
It was a pleasure to see the enjoy- 
ment they received from the marvel- 
ous day. 

Soon It was time to head for home 
and we hiked down tho mountain. On 
the way home we decided to ride over 
Rochester Mt. and that was a very 
enjoyable ending to a perfect day. 
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B ARBARA BECOMES A CAMPER 

My family are not campers, and 
if you saw them you would under- 
stand why. You couldn't drag my 
mother away from her soap oporas, 
arid ray young sisters are afraid 
Of being scalped. 

The first tine I went camping 
vras with the Connors'. Mary Ellen 
used to show me their equipment, 
gas stove, kitchen and even an 
even where Mrs. Connors could bake j 
her sunken cakes. Well, all this 
equipment really floored ne, X 
guess camping was going to bo a 
cinch. 

Mr, Connors told me to have all 
r.y clothes and equipment ready at 
7:3^ sharp and bring then over, be- 
cause we were going to leave at 
8 : 30 . I wondered why he v-.rvcod me 
over there so early, but I toon 
icund out we had to get all that 
equipment on to Conners* run down 
Rambler. Poor Mi. Connors uf,«. i to 
get so tired sitting on the hll.i 
supervising the packing, l.'han 
finally flr.lsaen, they nod to flrd 1 
room for little ole no, they found 
an 11 by 12 Inch opening inrun rnd 
truck me In, you should try and sit 
in a car with all the window 3 
closed and Mr. Connois smoking 
that stinky pipe, When wo finally 
arrived almost an empty gas rank 
later, I got out, unfolded myself 
and got ready to go swljnp..,.ng, but 
Hitler Jr., called ne back and. 
said we had. to unburden our meohan- 
lcal donkey, this time the oicl man 
pitched in a tent or two and let me 
supervise a little. And when we 
finished it was too late to go 
swimming and we had to go to bod. 
I'll never forget that first horri- 
ble night. Mr. Connors kept the' 
dead awake with his snoring. Mary 
Ellen must store up all her day's 
breathing and let it out a mile a 
minute at night. V/e don't have to 
worry about the mosquitos, Joanne 
catches them with her wide open 
mouth. And Mrs. Connors tosses and 
turns on the squeaky cot, and even 
though I whistle when I sleep you 
couldn't hear me above the rest of 
the racket, (yes). 


Yes one way to find out about 
people is to go camping, you'd 
never guess Mr. Csruiors takes medi- 
cine for his liver, 

H riou'ly though I love camping, 
you no t very Interesting and hand- 
some people. I've boor, camping with 
the Connors a few times ru.d I love 
every ml nr. to of it, I'd give any- 
thing to convince my parents to go 
camping I know if v-hey tried it 
once ■t'hey would love it. 

If you're ever up our way we are 
the conspicuous lou unier tne or- 
ange tarp. 

By Barbara Barron 
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all had. our dinner before venturing 
out except Mr. Scott wno had slaved 
ewa/ pox t trig call that morning. 

Ohr rear] 1 g.»f jn.mce gum to 
chew to no Ip us make it to the 
White neck? - where we stopped and 
looked at the beautiful view for 
about a half hour which was well 
worth the trip and after that we 
reluctantly started on the last of 
the walk and everyone was back 
home by 8:00. 
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CROSS COUNTRY WALK 

Greendale Plonlo Area, Weston, Vt. 

to Wallingford Pond Area. 

Sunday Oot. 30, IOjOO A.M. 

Meldon School Area 

Here Is a wonderful opportunity 
to follow Cralgue through the woods 
on a trip that has been talked and 
discussed for years. This Is a walk 
for everyone, young and old, so 
come along and enjoy yeurself, 

EAST MOUNTAIN 

Sat. Nov. 5, 9:00 A.u. 

Meldon School Area 

This will be the last hike be- 
fore deer hunting so let’s have a 
good turnout to go with Harold to 
the top of East Mt. again and see 
Rutland, Vt. from a different view- 
point. 

BUFFUM LODGE 

Sat. Dec. 3, 9:00 A.M. 

Meldon School Area 


This will be our first hike In 
almost a month so let’s get out 
again and visit the newest shelter 
In the Killlngton Section and to 
help prepare It for Winter. 

SUNNYSIDE CAMP 

Sun. Deo. 18, 10:00 A.M. 

A new stove will be Installed 
at Sunnyslde by the time of this 
hike so let the Winter wind blow 

and the snow fly we should be warm 
and comfortable. Perhaps we can 
slide down the hill at Spring Lake 
so bring along your sled If the 
weather Is right. 

CLARENDON LODGE 

Sun. Jan. 8, 10:00 A.M. 

An overnight hike to this favor- 
ite spot of so many members of our 
section Is planned for this trip 
so why don't you make plans to 
come along and enjoy a change. 

More Information from W.C. Soott 
If desired. 


RUMMAGE SALE NETS A52. 


- 2 - 


Our annual Rummage Sale was held ) 
on Saturday, September 31, This 
year we had to find new quarters 
and were fortunate to have the fa- i 
ollltles of the Unlversalist Church 
Rooms available. The weather was 
uncooperative with a steady “^.In 
most of the day. This die. not seem 
to affect the morning attendance 
too greatly but not as many re- 
turned In the afternoon to take 
advantage of reduced prices. 

Several factors probably con- 
tributed to the lower than usual 
profits higher expenses; as the 
rent ali'^oigh nominal was more than 
the Jar.i tor' 3 fee which was all we 
formerly had to pay for the Neigh- 
borhood Rooms; a smaller stook of 
salable articles; and possibly a 
little blame can be placed on the 
weather. 

We have $52, more In the treas- 
ury because of the sale so It was 
worthwhile. However we would like 
next year to get back to our cus- 
tomary approximate $100, even with 
increased expenses. So— won't you 
all START NOW putting aside mate- 
rial for us? 

So often we have heard people 
say,”I know I have more things 
around that I'd be glad to get rid 
of but I Just didn't get to col- 
lecting them,” Why not put a large 
oarton in some convenient plaoe 
and as you oome to suoh items 
deposit them in It, Let your rela- 
tives, neighbors, and friends know 
you have suoh a box and they may 
be glad to add articles now and 
then. That way you will be already 
for our next sale which Is planned 
for Sept. 1967. START TODAY. We 
appreciated your donations and 
hope fcr even more next year. 

Over the years what appears to 
be a standing Rummage Sale Commit- 
tee seems to have developed; Mary, 
Craigue Perkins, ”T" 4 Harold 
Vallquette, Churchill Soott and 
Vera Perkins. They appreciated the 
help of this year's assistants, 

Ruth Postman, Betty Gilman and 
Ruth LaBrake. 


Let's have a bigger and better 
sale In 196?, 


PICO CAMP 

About a dozen hikers made this 
one on a good hiking day. 

The new by-pass at the Long 
Trail Lodge came In for some orlt- 
loism because of the ’'artificial 
springs” at the start. Either the 
trail will have to be moved fur- 
ther down the mountain or several 
cat walks provided, 

Pico Camp was In good shape 
with only one broken window pane 
which was temporarily replaced 
with metal. One new section of 
stovepipe was installed, and new 
metal put In where the pipe goes 
through the wall. All set for 
winter now. 

The stove worked well providing 
hot water for coffee in Jig time. 
After lunch some hikers went to 
the top of the mountain. Back to 
the oars Just before dark. Another 
good day in the woods. 


IRA WALK 

We picked Ideal weather for 
this one. A car was parked on the 
Bird Mt. road and then all hikers 
were transported around to a back 

road between Ira and West Rutland. 

We followed the old road west 
to a point near the pass where we 
had lunch. Continuing on the party 
dropped down the side of the moun- 
tain ridge, crossed a valley, and 
arrived at the previously spotted 
car. Two hikers retrieved the 
other car, and so home. 

We met a lucky hunter with a 
deer he had taken with bow and 
arrow. 

This is the first time in years 
the Club has -visited this area. 
Further exploriation toward Mt. 
Herrick would be interesting. 
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A QUICK 45-MILE HIK E r Next came the long haul up Camel* s 

Hump forewarned by Cralgue that any 
On Sun. Aug. 28, Kevin Hogan, way up that mountain Is rough and 

Chucky Wener and Churchill Scott hard. Up Robins Mt. back down to 

were left off at Smuggler* s Notch ; Wiley Lodge and then up again to- 

by Betty Gilman to whom we are very ward Montclair Glen but off In the 

'distance we heard the rumble of an 
'approaching storm. Soon the wind 
j blew and before long the rain fell 
, and Kerin took off for Gorham Lodge. 
We followed as fast as possible get- 
, ting wetter by the minute. At last 
the Lodge appeared and a nice warm 
.fire greeted us. Here the evening 
jwaa rper.t checking the weather and 
figuring how we could cover 13.5 
mV.. ‘Cn nix i-lda, 

Wed. dawned, clear, oool and beau- 
tiful. Alter an early start the Sum- 
| mlt of Camel ‘Q Kunp was reached with 
' the clouds just breaking away. Here 
Is another peak that our section 
murt climb and with so many side 
trails it should not be too hard. 
Once again It was a day spent going 
up the Allens, Burnt Rook ( a peak 
1 which we agree with Cralgue Is a 
very pretty spot for a one day trip) 

I and the Starks where we enjoyed the 
, view very muoh from Molly Stark's 
Balcony. Soon we were at Appalachian 
Gap where Mr. Hogan met us within 
10 minutes. 

A few items we learned on this 
trip Is the Importance of leaving 
dry wood in a camp for the next 
party for they might come In a rain- 


grateful, Here we began a hike to 
Appalachian Gap by Wed. night. 

At Taft Lodge we found a bit of 
orange marmalade and instant, tea 
mix to add to our supplies oni be- 
fore the day was over we were glad 
to have them. 

The day was clear as a boll with 
a oool north wind and on the summit 
we could see Klllington and Pico to 
the South and Belvidere to the North 
It was very pleasing to see so many 
people of all ages walking slong the 
trails of Kt. Mansfield. Near the 
Chin we met a group of hikers who 
hud Just finished a trip from Lin- 
coln Gap and they advised us the 
trail was pretty wet. 

About 6 s 00 P.M. we hit Nebraska 
Notch hungry and tired but a short 
stop for water and tea and orange 
marmalade sandwiches carried us on 
to Taylor Lodge. This large lodge Is 
a beautiful one In a very pretty 
spot overlooking Lake Mansfield. 

In the evening a full moon came up 
to make our stay here even more en- 
joyable. 

On Monday it seemed that we would 
never stop going up and down mount- 
ains. After sloughing through mud 

or trying to dodge It many times dur*- storm as we did. Also In spite of 
lng the day we decided not to worry * the addcdwelght a radio Is very use- 
sc much about the swamp up there be-., ful to get the latest report on the 
tween Pico and Klllington. This eve nf weather so one will know what to 
lrg vros spent at the new Duck Brook - look for 
Shelter, a shelter built to break 
up the 10 miles from Bolton Lodge 
to Wiley Lodge. This Is another very 
nif*e spot overlooking a deep ravine 
ana a cool, clear stream. Here again 
a lull moon shone down into the camp! 
to make the end of this day more 
enjoyable. 

Tuesday broke clear but hot and 
humid so following the weather 
report on Chucky* s radio we covered 
our gear with plastic to keep It 
dry. Early in the day we reached 
Jonesvllle and had tasty drink of 
Chocolate milk and ice cream and 
wrote cards home to say we were still 
hiking. \ 


On r very greet thanks are due to 
’i Miss Oilmen end Mr. Hoggin for making 
this very enjoyable trip possible. 


R EMINDER 

The deadline for the next Issue 
of Smoke and Blazes will be Dec. 15. 
By that time plane for the Annual 
Meeting should be made. 

In typing up two column copy 
please leave three-forths inch 
margin all around and one-half Inch 
between columns. 
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TRAILS AND SHELTERS 


During the deer season this year 
we are not planning any hikes. But 
we will have a number of work 
parties. Hie shelters need a great 
deal of all types of work. 

BUFFUM-new boards on the bottom 
bunks, new top layer on 
the floor, bench around 
stove, wash windows , creo- 
sote and tar on roof. 

SUNNYSIDE-new stove, pipe and 
chimney, pa tohes on the 
roof, wash windows and 
creosote. Also finish the 
toilet house If not done 
before. 

CLARENDON -dig toilet hole, con- 
struct toilet, replace 
corner boards , replace win- 
dows, wash same and creo- 
sote, The roof should be 
tared. 

TUCKER-there are almost too many 


bear hairs on It. Recalling all the 
stories of wounded bear we had a few 
anxious minutes. 

Emily Proctor Shelter was the 
place to stay for the night but 
what a place. No floor only Hard- 
ware Cloth stretched on poles only 
two of which were whole. During 
supper a flight of 50 geese flew 
over making a very pretty sight. 

After a very cold and long night 
we started on the trail again. This 
day was spent In covering the part 
we had planned to do the Sunday be- 
fore and as eaoh mile went by we 
were more happy that It fell through 
for It was up one mountain and down 
the other side. Ate at Cooley Glen, 
a new camp built by U.S.F.S. 

The next night was spent at 
Battell an old shelter but good 
water, wood and location. We put 
Into praotloe a few things we 
learned the night before to keep 
warn, suoh as a big fire, dry and 


repairs to mention on this) warm olothes, stay up ms ?.ate as 


shelter. Level the whole 
insides up, repair foun- 
dation, fix up stairs and 
oheck on the toilet facil- 
ities. 

Our seotlon needs a lot of help to 
do all these Jobs that are listed so 
If any folks are able to give us a 
hand we would be very grateful. In 
order to get these shelters ready 
for the winter hikes they must be 
made snug and tight. W.C. Scott will 
be In charge of these work parties 
and will welcome any help available. 


* T' OTHER QUICK TRIP 

C n Wed. Oct. 12 Kevin Hogan and 
i. chill Scott were taken to the 
bottom of the Skylight Pond Trail 
thanks to the kindness of Miss Doris 
ATwton. Heading for the Long Trail 
so soon ran Into snow (once again 
Craigue will have the last laugh on 
us), met a bow and arrow hunter who 
told us he shot at a bear. 

After a short side trip to Sky- 
line Pond we retraoed our steps and 
headed north. Very soon we spotted 
an arrow in the trail and upon 
o oser examination we oould see it 
was smeared with blood and had a few 


possible -nd a good hr! drink. 

Tno hi i*o up Mt. Abmhsra was 
rhcrt oiid easy, the view was very 
CO n l end as we looked up coward 
Canal* s Hump and Mt. Mansfield we 
knew it was a good thing we did 
not go to the Canadian Line. This 
day three ski areas were passed 
and It is a sad sight to see so 
much of the wilderness cut up In 
this runner. A Ll^e trip to the 
new Glen 21'len Lodge was made and 
there a party was at work reopening 
the Bax Lon Trail. The new Threon 
Dean 3holter was a very good spot 
and soon we were on our way over 
to Stark’s wall and down. At 
Appalachian Gap wo were picked up 
by Mr. Hogan and returned via 
Route 10 0 r-^elrg rany Jeer on the 
way. At the Rochester inn we were 
all treated to a tasty meal by Mr. 
Carroll, Mrs. Hogan's father which 
put a perfect finishing touch to 
an enjoyable trip. 

Our thanks again to Miss Newton 
and Mr. Hogan for transportation. 



COMING EVENTS 

DATE - SATURDAY - JAN. 21 
DESTINATION-TUCKER LODGE 

MOONLIGHT HIKE 

We will leave the Meldon School 
area at 7:00 P.M. and take the 
short way into Tuoker on snowshoes 
if neoessary. Coffee and doughnuts 
will be served by the Club and a 
nice warm comp Is hoped for so we 
may talk over (as usual) all the 
work that needs to be done and how 
It will be undertaken when the 
frost Is out of the ground. Let's 
try to have a good group on our 
trip tonight so we may put the 
final touch on the annual meeting 
plans. 

DATE - SUNDAY - FEB. 19 
DESTINATION - SNOWSHOE HIKE 

BROWN BRIDGE TO (?) 
There are a number of paths we 
may take from this spot. To the 
Notch Road via either side of the 
North Branch depending on the 
chance of crossing the river. Or 
we can follow Doris, Vera or 
Eleanor* 8 advice and. go around to 
the East. 


As we come to the end of another 
year of work on our Section the T. 

Sc S. comm, want to thank the many 
folks who have given of their time 
and effort to Improve our Trails 
and Shelters. 

The Herb Ogdens have made their 
very wonderful signs for the whole 
length of our section In addition 
, to the side trails also. (Perhaps 
a number of folks saw a sample of 
their work at the Annual Meeting 
I of the G.M.C. In May). New bridges 
i have been built for the Bucklin 
Trail and It has also been cleaned 
and blazed. Gov, Clement shelter 
has new bottom bunks, an adjust- 
able fireplace crane, chimney 
lengthened and a new toilet house 
(a two-holer so we've heard). 

Too we wont to thank the Farm 
I and Wilderness Camps for their 
help In Improving the sanitary fa- 
i cllltles at Pico and Killlngton. 

In addition they spent many hours 
clearing trails and painting blazes. 
We have heard that the Shrewsbury 
Trail is extra good and this next 
! Spring we must plan a trip there. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


ANNUAL MEETING 


GMV IN ALASKA 


The annual meeting of the 
Kllllngton Section, Green Mountain 
Club, will be held Friday, Jan. 27. 
at 8 p.m. at the CVPS rooms on 
Grove Street ( please use Maple 
Street entrance). 

President George Reynolds will 
conduct the business meeting, 
which will Include secretary’s and j 

I 

treasurer’s reports and committee 
reports. Ann Reynolds Is chairman 
of a nominating committee to pre- 
sent a new slate of officers. 

Entertainment, not yet finalized, 
will follow the business meeting, 
and the ladles will provide the 
usual array of desserts and coffee j 
at the conclusion of the program. 

All members are urged to attend and • 
to bring guests. 

BUFFUM LODGE HIKE 

A small group visited the site 
of Buffum Lodge and salvaged a few 
parts from the stove. Everything 
else was burned up. Only a few 
lumps of melted glass and the 
ruined cement blocks showed that 
a camp had ever been there, A very 
neat Job. 

i 


Imagine my surprise, upon phon- 
ing our vice-president Michael 
Wiley to Inform him of a meeting, 
to learn that he has been In 
Alaska since June! 

He and his wife, the former 
Bertha (Sis) Prior of Sherburne, 
drove to Alaska where their first 
child was born three days after 
their arrival. His name Is Bryce 
and he certainly appears to have 
the stamina to be a real hiker! 

Mike Is teaching a fifth grade 
class and reports they have met 
several other transplanted Vermont- 
ers there. Their address: 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wiley 
Box 533 

Skagway, Alaska 99840 

— Ann Reynolds 
SUNNYSIDE CAMP HIKE 

Another very small group hiked 
In to Sunnyrlde and tried out the 
new stove. Very nice. The camp 
was cl 1 ? an and the creosote Job 
lnr;' do ar& out was a big Improve- 
ment. There la ore small leak In 
the :cc of yet end a set of steps 
Instead of the prose nt chicken 
ladder wou'' d be much safer. Too 
bad more hiker 3 didn't make this 
trip as the read, the weather, 
and the accomodations were Ideal. 
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MEMBERSHIP 


EAST MOUNTAIN HIKE 


The dues for the year 1967 are 
now payable to the Treasurer, W. 
Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St. 
Rutland, Vt. 05701. 

Also we have on hand a few 
1966 Guidebooks so why not pick 
one up In order to plan some of 
the trips up North to work on the 
End-to-End award again. 

WORK PARTIES 

This year we were very lucky 
to have so many people help on 
the many projects we had planned. 

First and foremost is the big 
Improvement In the toilet houses 
which will bring Joy to Pres. John 
Rohrbaugh and everyone In the main 
club. 

A new kitchen range has been 
put In Sunnyslde but as yet It has 
not had a good test for heating 
quality yet. This oamp has also 
been creosoted and cleaned up. 

Clarendon Lodge has had the 
windows replaced, creosoted, clean- 
ed up and the grounds around the 
camp picked up. 

Pico Shelter had new windows, 
new tin for chimney, new door 
hinges and a good oleanlng. 

Tucker -(?) perhaps next year. 
Although Chuck Wener supervised 
the construction of a latrine 
here which was a big Improvement. 

We look forward to 1967 with 
a great deal of hope and expect- 
ation that we will be as lucky 
to have as much and as willing 
help to work on all the Jobs we 
hope to do this next summer as 
soon as the snow goes. 


I 


This time we went In from Route 
Four at the cement bridge near 
where the Wheelervllle Road turns 
off. 

We climbed steeply, crossed an 
old road end continued south for 
a long v*ay through the woods. 

There was a good brook and at 
noontime we made coffee In the 
shelter of a big rock with the 
canvas hung to keep off the cold 
wind. 

Our objective was one of the 
many "tope” of the mountain. We 
didn’t find any with a view until 
we weie well on the way out. Some 
rocks were seen through the trees 
and we investigated. An open ledge 
was found on the edge of a patch 
of thick spruces. There was a 
good view of the main range to the 
East. Now if we can find the spot 
again we have a new place to go. 

HOW MUCH LONGER ? 

The burning of Buffum Lodge 
Illustrates the price we pay for 
not trying to control how our 
camps are used, Buffum was a well 
constructed camp with masonry 
chimney, cemented In stove pipe, 
and tight stove In good condition. 
Its destruction must have been due 
to carelessness. 

For years our camps have been 
used by large and small groups 
without responsible supervision. 
Most users of this type are not 
Club members and care nothing for 
the Club or the Long Trail. 

How much longer before we put 
Into effect a system of camp check- 
ing to remind users of their re- 
sponsibilities and to limit the 
use of the camps to properly 
supervised groups? 
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CLARENDON, SUNNYSIDE & BUFFUM LODGE 
By Anne Loveland 

October 9 might be said to be the 
turning point of my hiking life. I 
arose on that morning, not alto- 
gether sure I could face what was tc 
come, but prepared for the hike, 
(thank goodness I had stayed at Suefe 
overnight, at least we could keep 
eaoh other awake). 

Borrowing the Girl Scout truck, 
our merry group of 6, drove to the 
Clarendon part of the Long Trail. 

From there hiking, what seemed to 
me, straight up, we arrived at 
Sunnyslde Lodge with only minor dif- 
ficulties (meeting snakes, getting 
stung by bees, eto.) The view was 
great and somehow. It made every 
step worth the while. 

After recuperating, we gaily 
made our way to Buff urn Lodge, (which 
was our lunch stop). Never In my 
life have I appreciated the humble 
peanut butter and Jelly sandwich 
more. 

The folllage was at Its peak, 
the air was perfect and the "com- 
pany M was grand. Even to a "first- 
timer", like myself. It was evi- 
dent that hiking was going to be a 
main activity In my life from now 
on. 


STRATTON MOUNTAIN INTERSECTIONAL 
By Sue Pfenning 

This summer, Mrs. Janet Martin, 
a member of the Kllllngton Section 
Green Mt. Club, was counselor at 
Tamarack Notch Girl Scout Camp for 
a group of 14 girls who were Coun- 
selors In Training. Toward the end 
of the camp session, she began 
thinking about the G.M.C. Inter- 
sectional, to which she and her 
family planned on going. A few of 
the girls seemed Interested In It, 
and Mrs. Martin* s kindness made It 
possible for us to participate. So i 
we all began plotting and planning 
as soon as we got home from camp, 
and before we knew it, we were off 
for a wonderful weekend at Stratton : 
Mountain Scout Reservation, where 

i 


the Intersectional was held this 
year. We piled Mr. & Mrs. Martin, 
their five children. Vera, and 
three of us girls into their bus 
anr! Vera’s car, along with all our 
gear, tents, food and equipment. 

We were to meet two other C.I.T. 
when we got there Saturday, at 
about 2 : 30 . Ly supper time, we had 
cleared our campsite, pitched our 
tents, and were all ready for a 
hot, nourishing supper. In the 
four days we were there, we par- 
ticipated in campfires, swimming, 
and hikes, and we all had a wonder- 
ful time. 

This encouraged the other two 
Rutland girls. Sue Oriohton and 
Judy Paul, to Join the G.M.C. 

We'd like to use this opportunity 
to publicly thank the Martins. 


GREENDALE HIKE 

On a cool Sunday a group of 
GMC'ers followed an abandoned 
road northwest from the Greendale 
Picnic Area toward Wallingford 
Pond. The road, or rather trail, 
followed up a brook to Its source 
and then Just dlsoppeared. On the 
way up we di sonvera right out 
there In the wilderness a well 
constructed stone and concrete 
bridge It stoud high across the 
brooh but led s triokly from no- 
where to North Nowhere. Also 
beside the trail was a section of 
six foot concrete culvert. Perhaps 
these are the remains of advanced 
work done by the C.C.C. on the 
original Parkway. 

We ought to try this hike again 
starting from another point In 
Greendale. We apparently followed 
up the wrong valley but these are 
nice woods, and the Greendale Area 
is an attractive place for a cook 
out. 
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COMING EVENTS 


DATE - SATURDAY - APRIL 8, i 
PLA CB - UNIVERSALIS T CHURCH 
j-lease Note the ohange In date. 

Here Is one of our favorite outings 
so let's all oome and enjoy the 
new maple syrup. 


J 


DATE - SUNDAY - MAY 14, 8:00 A.M. 
At Main Street Park 
6 I 00 P.M; DESTINATION - GROUT JOB TO 

PROSPECT ROCK 

Here is our first End to End hike 
for 1967 and a ohanoe to see the 
new Bourn Pond Shelters. Lets 
hope for good weather. 


DATE - SUNDAY - APRIL 16, 10:00 A. M f 

PLACE - TUCKER LODGE 

at Main Street Park. * 

Here Is our first spring hike so 
why daean't everyone oome and see 
If we can find some spring flowers 
to enjoy. Also It will be a good 
time to plan repairs on this 
shelter. 

| DATE - SATURDAY - MAY 6, 8»00 A.M. 

at Main Street Park 
DESTINATION - MT. ASCUTNEY 
The Mr. Ogdens and Asoutney Trails 
isoclatlon will have oharge of 
jthls trip. We hope everyone will 
ike a special effort to attend 
ils hike. 


DATE - SUNDAY - MAY 21, 10:00 A.M. 

At Main Street Park 
DESTINATION - COX MOUNTAIN 
Cralgue Perkins has wanted to 
visit this mountain for years* 

This will be a good ohanoe to 
see the Otter Creek Valley and 
Taconlc Range from a different 
point of view. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The Killing ton Section wants 
to thank Lincoln Isham, the 
Roberts family, the-.Cahee family, 
the Bryant family, Kevin Hogan 
and Herbert Ogden, Jr. for the 
recent gifts for work on the Long 
Trail and Shelters. 
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•rtr'OWN bridge 

On a cold clear February morn- 
ing the local hikers were met by a j 
group of Mass. & Conn. G.MC. 'ers 
who stayed overnight at Clarendon. 
(Irving and Eric White, Mauri 
Wlnturrl, Bob Hunus.Bob Attenborough 

and Nick Annelll). 

Along the old town road a number 

of snow- cats had broken trail so 
snowshoes were not needed. After 
passing a number of camps and 
following along the river we came * 
to an old foundation where the 
road divided. At this point a 
future hike could turn right, go 
up to the Rousseau road, go South 
to the upper Cold River Road and 
complete the swing. We turned left, 
crossed the river by a large rock I 
used as an old bridge abutment 
and then ascended to the Girl Scout, 
Camp. 

Here as we built a fire, took 
pictures and ate a hearty meal j 

many pleasent memories of the 1963 
G.M.C. Intersectional were recalled. 
Wildlife seen Included a deer, 
rabbit, a porkle entering his den 
and many birds. 

After a short trip back to the ! 

cars it was time to say goodbye 
once again and hope that Betty 

didn't mind being teased so hard toj 
be the only girl with us. 

— 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
■■ ■ 1 ■ '■■■■■* — 

On March 11th the spaghetti 
supper was scheduled for 6:00 P.M. I 
at Tall Timber. 

At 1:30 P.M. Ruth LaBrake and 
Eleanor Walker took off for the 
camp to go snowshoeing. At the 
cottage they persuaded Mary Perkln3, 
and Doris Newton to go walking as 
the snow was too wet for snow- 
shoeing. They walked In the woods 
where Craigue had plowed, and up 
the road. i 


Back at the Recreation Hall 
they found games in progress and 
Johnny Allard and his friends 
were still out in the snow having a 
fine time. 

At 6:00 PM Churchill Scott had 
the spaghetti cooked and the sauce 
hot and about 25 members brought 
their plates to the stove for 
their helping, which was generous. 
Each group brought their own bread 
and green salad. 

The Hall was a buzz with chatter 
while the crowd ate. Mr. & Mrs. 
Lloyd Weeks came up from Spring- 
field, Vermont to be with the 
Section and every one was glad to 
see them. The two youngest and 
future workers for the Club who 
came and had a good time were 
Thelma and Harold Vallquette's 
grandchildren. 

Thanks Mary & Craigue for an- 
other Green Mountain Club good 
time. Sorry for all who didn't 
attend. 


PANCAKE SUPPE R 

On March 19th ten merry souls 
tramped Into Clarendon Lodge to 
feast on pancakes and syrup. 

When we arrived the Lodge was 
warm and cozy although we soon 
learned the more hearty Boy Scouts 
had found It a bit cool over night. 
..the official low was zero for 
the night I 

It was a pleasure to see Jim 
Catozzl back on the trail. His 
last hike before his accident 
had been to Bromley on the Inter- 
sectional. 

A couple of our younger members 
cooked outside on a tin-can stove... 
..found It a bit slow going and 
had some of Churchill's specials 
for seconds and thirds I 

Too bad more of you didn't 
come as you missed a beautiful 
clear day of sparkling snow and 
azure sky. Once again we remarked 
the sky always seems a deeper 
blue on the trail up to Clarendon. 
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MT. ASCUTNEY HIKE 

The newly formed Ascutney Trails; 
Association have invited us to be j 
their guests on our scheduled hike * 
to Mt. Ascutney on Sat. May 6 , 
leaving Rutland at 8:00 A.M. | 

The A.T.A. is publishing a 
guide to the trails on the Moun- 
tain including the Windsor Trail, ! 
Weathersfleld Trail and a History 1 
of them since 1825. These will ba j 
available by May 1 so that anyone f 
interested oari read up on the 
background of Ascutney before our 1 
trip. The price is one dollar f 

from W.C. Scott. ? 

This will be a wonderful oppor%4 

unity to meet new people who have j 
worked hard to re-open the trails 
up Ascutney and who have the same \ 
love and affection for the Green 
Mountains that wo have. So let's 
try our best to have a big crowd j 
ready to go on Saturday May 6 at 
8:00 A.M. 


IN MEMORIUM . 

Since this paper last went ta 
press Klllington Section has lost J 
one of its oldest and most loyal f 
members. It is with great sorrow ♦ 
that we note the passing of 
George Kirk. Many of us who hiked 
with the club in our teens remem- 
ber what a fund of information 
George was about the flora and 
fauna and how he was always will- 
ing to take the time to show us 
plants and flowers along the trail 
which we in the hast of youth 
were want to overlook. 


MEMBERS AS OF MARCH 22. 1967 

John Allard 
Judy Allard 
Helen Bailey 
Anna Berg 
Harriet Bryant 
Kendra Bryant 
Leltha Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
Owen Bryant 
Christine Cahee 
Hedrick Cahee 


Shirley Cahee 
Virginia Day 
W liman Day 
Ruth Fostman 
Betty Gilman 
William Gragen 
Kevin Hogan 
Mary Isbell 
Lincoln Isham 
Dorothy Johnson 
Harold Johnson j 
Elsie M. Aier 
Donald Moulton 
Jaok Martin 
Janet Martin 
Betsy Martin 
Carol Martin 
David Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Tommy Martin 
Florence Mitohell 
William Mitchell 
Doris Newton 
Pearle Nichols 
Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

Herbert Ogden, Sr. 

Cralgue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Les Pfenning 
Maro Pfenning 
Susan Pfenning 
Roger Pike 
Franols Roberts 
Kathy Roberts 
Richard Roberts 
Ben Rolston 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray 3eoor 
Harold Vallquette 
Thelma Vallquette 
John Joseph Vallquette 
Thomas Joseph Vallquette 
FI ore no e Van Wyok 
Eleanor Walker 
Lloyd Weeks 
Elizabeth Weeks 
Charles Wener 
Carleton Wilson 

This is the last issue of "Smoke & 
Blazes" that will be sent to the 
1966 members. If you wish to con- 
tinue receiving "Smoke & Blazes" 
please send your membership dues 
to W. Churchill 3cott, Secretary, 
132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 05701. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC 


RECEIPTS 

f 

Cash on hand January 1, 1966 $1,513.^5 

Reoelved from Gifts 216.00 

Received from Dues 134.00 

Rummage Sale 52.63 

Interest 52.70 

Sale of Guide Books and Patchaa 47.00 

Sale of Sunnyslde Stove m 3.80 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 2,019.58 


EXPENSES 

Trails and Shelters 

Outing Committee 60,64 

Smoke and Blazes 45 . 90 

Paid to G.M.C. for Guide look* and Patches 49. 00 

Paid to G.M.C. for IXies 40.50 

Sugar on Snow Party • ' 17.00 

Postage 11.17 

Miscellaneous 47. 50 

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 429.49 


Balance December 31 • 1966 $1,590.09 


tf. Churchill Scott, Treasurer 
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COMING EVENTS 

’LACE - MT. AEOLUS 

DATE: Saturday - June 10, 9:00 A.M. 

1EET: Meldon School Area. 

Jus Aldrich and the Springfield 
oiks plan to be with us so let's 
ill go and find the famous bat cave 
/his trip. 


5 LACE - APPALACHIAN TRAIL 

DATE: SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 10:00 A.M. 

1EET: Meldon School Area 

Che first hike on the A.T. for some 

;ime. A fine chance to see the 

ilusive Stony Brook Shelter and to 

jover some different trail. 


Wilson. Next home via the Clark 
Brook Trail. 


PLACE - BIRD MT. 

DATE: SUNDAY, JULY 23, 10:00 A.M. 
MEET: Meldon School Area 
This old favorite should attract 
a good number of hikers and perhaps 
this time we can follow Miss Newton's 
directions and return via the west 
side of the mountain. 


END TO END TRIP 
[■his year we will once again try to 
start at the Canadian line and hike 
as far south as time will allow. 
Anyone interested in working toward 
sheir End-to-End award can get more 
Information from W.C. Scott, 132 
tople St. , Rutland, Vt. 


PLACE - SHREWSBURY LOOP TRAIL 
DATE: Saturday August 5* 9:00 A.M. 
MEET: Meldon School Area. 

Perhaps this time we'll make this 
swing and not be side-tracked to 
Cooper Lodge. A good chance to see 
the work done by Mr. Webb's Farm 
& Wilderness Camps. 


PLACE - SKYLINE LODGE 

DATE: SATURDAY, JULY 8, 9:00 A.M. 

tEET: Meldon School Area 

iere is an easy hike to Skyline 

Dodge, a very pretty spot for lunch 

*nd then north to Breadloaf and Mt. 


PLACE - JUGGERNAUT TRAIL 
DATE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 10:00 A.M. 
MEET: Meldon School Area 
A new direction to climb Kllllngton 
and at this time of the year good 
visibility is quite frequent. 

Let's hike up this trail maintained 
by the Herb Ogdens ' . 
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WORK PARTIES 

Work Parties will be held on 
weeks that no scheduled outings are 
planned. Meals will be provided if 
reservations are made by Thursday 
preceding the scheduled work trip. 

If enough Interest is shown over 
night trips will be planned. For 
further Information anyone may con- 
tact W. Churchill Scott, Chairman 
of Trails and Shelters. 

Here is a tenative list of 
parties. 

June 18 Tucker Lodge: Build Toilet 
Houses Creosote building, 
clean up yard, make a perma 
aent 'dump and Improve water 
supply . i 
July 15 Clarendon Lodge 

Replace windows, clean up 
Yard, finish toilet house, 
repair holes in roof and 
improve table top. 

July 29 Ploo 

Build Toilet house, piok 
up yard, repair roof, 
replace windows, clean out 
Loop Trail and creosote 
outside. 


SUGAR PARTY 


The fun of the Sugar Party really 
began in the morning with the snow* 
gathering expedition to Tall Tlaber 1 
George Reynolds' station wagon was 
loaded to the sagging point with 
the freshly fallen white stuff, and 
then backed into his garage to bo 
out of the sun until needed. 

Vera Perkins and Thelma 
Vallquette presided at the boiling 
in the Universal 1st Church kitchen 
with the help of Ruth Labrake. At 
serving time some of the young 
members filled cartons from George' 
load and carried them in for all 
comers . 

Sugar on snowwas a new experi- 
ence for some guests, but all 
comments indicated the first time 
wouldn't be the last. Again thanks 
to Vera Perkins, the organizing 
chairman, for a pleasant party 
enjoyed by some sixty people. 


EAST MOUNTAIN 

The day broke clear and cool for 
our annual hike up East Mountain. 
Donald Moulton and son, Stephen, 
Della Ellison of Springfield, 

Harold Vallquette and Churohill 
3cott 8 tar ted up the notch road 
ready for a short easy hike to the 
Summit. But tho road was too dang- 
erous to drive up so we back- 
tracked to Joe Vallquette 's where 
we left the oars. 

Soon Harold lead us up an old 
wood road (one we should travel 
more often) making very good time 
due to the oool crisp air forming 
a perfect crust to walk upon. The 
going kept getting steeper and 
steeper as we past tremendous 
hedges and rock formations. 

At last we deolded to go right 
up and soon it felt like dinner 
time. A combination of Tarp, warm 
fire and bright sun provided a 
perfeot lunoh time stop. 

Mr. Moulton and his son had to 
return for lack of time but the 
rest donned their snow shoes and 
continued on. Within a very few 
minutes Harold lekd us to the 
ridge, then north a short distance 
to the top of East Mountain. 

Here he found an old , Clag he'd 
ereoted last fall and while he 
was replacing it in the tree the 
rest of us enjoyed the wanderful 
• view in every dlreotion. This is 
a perfeot spot on a clear day and 
sometime we hope to get Vera and 
Mary Perkins there. 

3oon it was time to leave and 
after studlng the many deer tracks 
Harold took us down to the Dyer 
meadows out to the Notoh Rd. and 
back to our oar where we oould 
see the bright red flag waving 
where we'd been a short time 
before. 
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ASCUTNEY HT . 

Early on the morning of Sat. Ma; 
6, fourteen members of the Killing 
ton Section left Rutland for the 
long awaited hike to Mt. Ascutney 
as guests of the Ascutney Trails 
Association. 

Under threatening skies, adverse 
weather reports and inability to 
contact Mr. Ogden we had visions of 
perhaps being tired, wet cold and 
hungry on the summit. In addition, 
Cralgue missed the last turn due 
to the fact that Churchill Scott 
didn’t know it either when final 
directions were given. 

At the parking spot everyone 
started up the Windsor trail at 
their own leisurely pace follow- 
ing the newly printed Guide Book 
of the A. TA. . This booklet Is a 
wonderful source of Information 
for both hikers who will walk the 
Trails and also those who want to 
know more about the history of 
this mountain. 

The appearance of snow for the 
last .8 mile reminded us of winter 
but it was packed so the walking 
was good. The sun burned off the 
clouds and at lunch time every- 
thing was perfect. 

The A.T.A. is to be commended 
upon the comfortable accomadatlons 
and tasty lunch they served to over 
50 persons from age 4 to 71. Mr. 
Deane Mulligan and his helpers 
are to be thanked for such an enjoy 
able day. 

Next we had trips to Brownsville 
Rock where a beautiful view may be 
obtained of the Green Mt. Range. 

A trip to the l.emon Squeezer” past 
a number of carvings dating back 
to the l840's and then over to the 
fire tower were conducted by Mr. 

Gus Aldrich. He also gave us Infor- 
mation on the bat caves at Aeolus 
with a statement that he would try 
to be there . 

Members from Springfield were 
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Weeks, Mr. Hedrick 
Cahee, Mrs. Florence Herrick and 
Mrs, Ogden of Hartland. 


As the day and our hike drew to 
a close we all felt that this had 
been one of the most Interesting 
hikes we had every attempted and 
our thinks go to all the members 
of the A.T.A. who made this day one 
to remember for a long time to 
come. 


G ROUT JOB TO PROSPE C T ROCK 

The atove hike was never made 
we decided to up to Shrewsbury 
take a couple of old roads and 
then on to Clement Shelter. Mrs, 
Kirk, Churchill Scott and Betty 
Gilman were the only adventurous 
souls for the day. 

We parked the car below Mrs. 
Aborns ' camp and walked up the 
road until we came to the second 
side road which took us up to the 
Old Gilman place hlch is all gone. 
We saw a few wild flowers and Mrs. 
Kirk explained what they were, 
much to our surprise we found some 
have two or three names. We con- 
tinued on the road past the old 
cellar hole until we came to a 
camp which use to belong to Percy 
Adams, saw a couple of cars that 
had been taken up there and dis- 
carded. Churchill remarked what 
a beautiful spot It would be to 
camp outv ( We all agreed but I 
think he might have the company 
of a nioe cuddly bear before morn- 
ing from the stories I’ve heard.) 
From here we went to the Herb 
Haley place where the first G.M.C. 
annual meeting was held and approx- 
imately 10 or 12 people attended 
and stayed overnight. (The above 
Information was Just given to me 
by the aboves wife). This house 
Is now all gone with Just part of 
the barn standing. 

We then went on to Clements 
Shelter picked up around the camp 
and Inside, ate lunch and then did 
a little more cleaning and started 
for home by taking the Long Trail 
to the Upper Cold River Road. 


i 
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COX MOUNTAIN 


On May 21 , a good clear day w* 
started for Coz Mt, this has bee* 
a goal that Cralgue Perkins >\a% • 
tried to reach for years 'and we 
are sure that before the day was 
over he was not disappointed. 

In Pitts ford we aet Mr. Andersen 
his children and Mr. A Mrs. Charles 
Davies who led' us up the Sugar 
Hollow Road to where we started up 
the mountain via a well laid out 
logging road. 

Going at a leisurely pace we 
surprised a porky along the way 
and a little later we all saw a 
scarlet tanager very plainly. 

According to our records the last 


one seen was on a hike to Mt. Aeelmfl 
May 21, I960 | 

The Davies turned back due to a 
planned dinner at home and soon ws J 
found water and decided we were i 
hungry, On an open ledge looking 
towards the east and south we 


a very enjoyable lunch. 

Within a short distance we 
reached the high point of the 
lumber. road and after a bit of 
discussion Mary, Vera and the gists 
turned back while the rest of us 
headed for the height of land and 
then westward to find the ledges 
we believed were near. 

There were a series of long 
ridges 'running north and south 
covered with grass like the Taconlc 
Mts . mixed with evergreens and hard- 
woods vith many openings where 
views to the west were possible. 

Walking to the south we came to 
a spot where overlooking Route 7 
directly below we could see to 
Stratton, Dorset and Mother Myrlck, 
the Taconlc Range, Adlrondacks, and 
the flooded lowland of Otter Creek 
Valley • 

On the way back at the same spot 
we saw the Scarlet Tanager again 
and coming down the mountain we 


discussed the chance of having a 
snowshoe trip. 

Our route home took us north 
along Sugar Hollow Brook, past many 
interesting ledges and cliffs on 
Mt. Nlckwacket and finally out onto 
the Forestdale Road via Goodnows* 


orchard. 


^ACATI6M_ HIKES 

flat *«f« made to do some over- 
tight hiking during the spring 
vacation April 17-fl but raingrery 
'day stopped this. 

Finally on Thursday the weather 
oleared and Kevin Hogan and Churchill 
Scott left for Johnson. Here Kevin 
drove the car around to Barrows 
Camp where he out wood, cleaned up 
the area and packed in the supplies 
while Churchill hiked from Ithiel 
Falls Camp Meeting Ground to Bar- 
rows camp. 

Here we spent a very comfortable 
night In spite of all we could do 
to prevent the stove from smoking 
and a partridge that Insisted on 
4rumming all nightlong. 

Friday dawned bright,' clear and 
cold, below freezing and after break- 
fast we were on oup way to Frying 
Pan Brook where we started up 
felvldere Mt. 

Walking up the south slope the 
•raveling was very good but soon 
•ne trail took a sharp turn and 
headed east. Then the snow began 
but the oold temperature made walk- 
ing very easy on top of the orust. 

This was a very pretty trip as 
the trail broke out onto a vista 
first to the west, then the south 
and finally the east. We had to 
keep a sharp lookout for Blazes 
and retraced our steps a few times 
but at at last we were at the 
Forester Trail. 

Here we talked things over very 
seriously and due to the warm Sun, 
deep snow, eto. we deolded to go to 
the summit of Belvidere and eat and 
start baok as soon as possible. 

Due to the reoent ice storm the 
trees were coated with a thick layer 
of sleet and lco and were a very 
beautiful sight glistening in the 
bright sun against a blue sky. Per- 
fect visibility allowed sights of 
Canada, The White Mts., Adlrondacks, 
Lake Champlain and Memphre magog 

A fast pace was set oomlng down 
the mountain for we were racing 
against the warm sun and rising 
temperature. Luoky we did hurry for 
about the last two minutes every 
other step was breaking through the 
crust and very hard work. 
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This Is a very enjoyable walk and 
one that should be planned for In 

LIST OF MEMBERS 


the fall possibly after the leaves 

Martha Adams 


go, In order to take advantage of th< 

1 Rick Baker 


many views going up the south from 

Faith Bartlett 


Frying Pan Brook. 

James Catozzl 



Henry Carpenter 
Rosemond Crowley 


PIONEER VALLEY SECTION 

Warren Crowley 
Helen Frink 


The Pioneer Valley Section Is 

Franoes Green 


having a four day camp-out at the 

Mlnlerva Hlnchey 


site of the G.M.C. Intersectional 

Florence Herrick 


near the bottom of the Lake Trail 

Dorothy Kirk 


from Lake Griffith July 1 - 4 , 1967. 

Jim Moore 


They would be glad to see members 

Ruth Labrake 


of other sections during this long 

Judy Paul 


holiday period. LET'S GO. 

Robert Perkins 



Thelma Perkins 
David Perkins 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Anne Perkins 
Polly Perkins 


The Killlngton Section of the 

Tim Perkins 


Green Mountain Club wants to thank 

Ann Reynolds 


Miss Frances Green and Miss Helen 

George Reynolds 


Frink for their recent contribution* 

1 John Reynolds 


to help maintain the shelters and 

Robert Reynolds 


trails of our section. 

Bettlna Rouller 



Ellen Russell 
Michael Wiley 


NOTE: Anyone Interested In writing 
something for Smoke & Blazes 



It will be very much appreolat 
Articles maybe sent to Betty 
Gilman, 52 Chestnut Ave., 
Rutland, Vt. 

;ed. 



NEW OUTING SCHEDULES 

The Outing Committee has ar- 
ranged a schedule of events for 
the fall and winter. Schedule card* 
should reach you with this copy of 
SMOKE AND BLAZES. 

We have tried to provide a varl» 
ety of outings; some long hikes, 
some short hikes, and some eating 
exercises! Most of the hikes will 
leave the i-ieldon School area at 
9 A.M. on Saturdays and 10 A.M. on 
Sundays. If ypu are too young to 
remember the Meldon School go to 
the Minute Man statue in Main St, 
Park and look around for us. We 
do not guarantee transportation • 
tput we haven't left anyone stand- 
ing at the curb yet. 

For further information call 
773-7954 or 775-5720. We may not 
know anything about It either but 
we will give you lots of advice J 
reassurance; and encouragement.' 

The first hike on the schedule 
planned for ( Rolstons Roost was 
cancelled due to lack oa a quorum* 


COMING EVENTS 

Saturday Sept. 30 
Covered Dish Supper 

This annual event will be held 
again this year at Beechwood. 
Reservations should be made with 
Vera Perkins 77 3-*294l before the 
preceedlng Friday night so that 
she may assign a variety of foods 
to be brought by the various 
people. The Club will furnish 
coffee and also paper dishes and 
eating tools. Or If you prefer to 
eat with your fingers that will 
be alright too. 

Useful hints: (1) Don't eat any 
dinner Saturday. (2) Come early 
and walk up an appitlte. (3) It 
s pdsslble to sneak back Into 
lne for seconds. 


Sunday Oct. 15 
Hedgehog Brook Trail 

This Is an approach trail to the 
Long Trail from the east. We drive 
to North Fayston and then drive 
west and north to the end of the 
road where the Hedgehog Brook Trail 
starts. Two and a half miles of 
steady climbing will bring us to 
the Long Trail at a point .9 miles 
north of Cowles cove shelter and 
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.6 miles south of Burnt Rock Moun- 
tain summit. Time, weather, and 
Inclination (pun Intended) will 
determine which way we will go and 
how far. 


Saturday Oct, 28 
Bald Mountain 

Thlq time we will use Janet 
Martin* 9 new trail starting near 
the Girl Scout Camp. There should 
be time to circumnavigate the 
mountain following more or less 
the state forest boundary. Also 
we can take a good look at the bog. 
And, if we can find it, we will 
see the stone Jug handle. 


Sunday -Nov, 12 f 

Gov. cieraent Shelter 

Our Annual fall trip to one •# 
the real old time shelters. It is 
a threg sided affair built of stone 
with an. inside fireplace and a dirt 
floor. -Last year major repairs were 
made to the ohlmney and bunks. Do 
we need a new roof? Come on this 
hike and hear us argue. 


Saturday Nov. 25 
Pico Camp 

i/e $ry to plan outings to all 
our camps In the fall and early 
winter'; - tet 's hope the snow isn't 
too deep for' this trip, and that 
the stove and windows are in 
working order. Dress for winter^ 


MT. AEOLUS 

Bats in a cave, the rare one* 
flowered clematis on a cliff and a | 
pool of cold, clear water on the 
grassy floor of an abandoned marble 
quarry were the rewards of nine 
Geology and botany enthusiasts as 
they climbed tit. Aeolus Saturday. 

With famed Green Mountain hiker 
Gus Aldrich in the lead, the group 
left U.3, 7 t^ree miles south of 



East Dorset Village and.drove for 
four miles along a town road skirt- 
ing the eastern slope of Mt. Aeolus, 
named Green Peak on early maps. 

The network of wood roads was 
skillfully traversed by Aldrich 
who paused frequently along the 
trail to point out a rare lady's 
■Upper or long-spurred voile t. 

The goal of the hikers was the 
famed cave penetrating hundreds of 
feet into the limestone heart of 
Ht. Aeolus. The cave, located two- 
thirds of the way up on the east 
■lde of the mountain Is said to 
have been visited by members of a 
Greek society from Amherst College 
in 18 ? 0 , The professor accompanying 
the croup, apparently feeling Green 
Peak was a rather commonplace name, 
bestowed the Greek name of Aeolus 
to the 3,185 foot mountain. Dates 
•ut into the limestone rook at the 
•ave entranoe Indicate that cave 
Hunters had visited the site In 
1859, 1866 and 1876. 

Donning hls speluncker's helmet, 
oomplete with battery light, Gus 
disappeared Into the black tunnel 
followed by several of the hikers. 
The cave soon narrows from its 
vaulted 15-foot entrance Into three 
major passageways, some so narrow 
that the croup had to crawl over 
the slippery, boulder strevm floors 
of the tunnels. One passageway 
closely resembles a cylindrical 
sewer pipe with a trickle of water 
tunning throuch it, they said. 

The explorors turned around 
after following the passageway for 
•one 250 or 300 feet but reported 
that the tunnels continued to 
pierce the heart of this mountain 
■ass whloh forms one of the higher 
peaks of the Taconj.o range. Gus 
says he knows of a cave on the 
apposite side of ‘ the mountain and 
•It seems logical to think that 
perhaps one of the passageways 
leads through to the other side." 

With the words, "I never say 
I’ve climbed a mountain until I've 
walked from the bottom to the top," 
Gus was able to convince the other 
hikers that to stop at the cave, 
two-thirds up the mountainside. 


f 
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wasn't really cricket and that real 
mountain climbers "must go to the 
top." An hour later, the weary 
hikers^ 'after climbing over giant 
blown down trees and scaling colum- 
bine- festooned ledges, reached the 
summit only to discover that the 
best view was yet higher up from 
the top of a yellow birch monarch 
of the forest. Cross pieces had 
been nailed to the trunk of the 
tree forming a ladder for those 
bent on a unimpaired view of the 
Taconlc and Green fountain ranges 
and the "Great Valley" which sepa- 
rates them. 

The rare one-flowered clematis. 
Its purple petals covering the 
ground was the botanical discovery 
of the day. Miss Doris Newton of 
Rutland said. Listed as one of the 
most rare of all wild flowers , Miss j 
Newton said It Is only the second 
one in her lifetime that she has 
seen. A Member of the Green Moun- 
tain Club and the Appalachian Club, 
iilss Newton shared with Gus the 
Identification of such other rare 
wild flowers as the delicate fringed 
or showy orchis, two varieties of 
yellow lady's slippers, long- 
spurred violet and sheep dock with ; 
Its tiny rose-magenta blossoms. 

Among other varieties of wild flow- i 
ers adorning the sides of the Aeolus 
trail were wild ginger, jack-in-the* 
pulpit, foam flower, true and false 
nitrewort, wood be tony, saxifrage, ! 
three varieties of Solomon's seal, 
Canada Mayflower, four varieties of 
violet, blue spring daisy, Cllnto- 
nla, star flower, trlllium, blue- 
eyed grass and wild onion. 

Hikers Included Aldrich, Miss 
Newton, Frank Sullivan and son 
Mike of Brandon, Churchill Scott, 
Kevin Hogan, Bill Gragen and Tom 
Hogan, all of Rutland, and Mrs. 

Della Ellison of Springfield. 

SKYLIGHT POND 

No trip only Jimmie Catozzl and 
Churchill Scott. 

SHREWSBURY LOOP TRAIL 

No Trip. 
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JUGGERNAUT TRAIL 

\ 

No Trip - Laurl Wlnturrl and 
the Catozzls only. 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL 

Kim Scott and Churchill Scott 
made a quick trip to Stony Brook 
Shelter where a very pleasent time 
was spent with Herb Ogden Jr. , who 
left In July to spend the next year 
In Germany pursuing his college 
studies. 


BIRD MOUNTAIN 

Another day of hot, humid and 
hazy weather ushered in this Sun- 
day morning when Mauri Ulntturl, 

Roy McDonald and Churchill Scott 
gathered at Meldon for the scheduled 
talp, the visibility was very poor 
so after looking over Naur's folder 
of Hiking Trails in the Bristol, 

Vt. area we took off for Bristol, 
Vermont. There we re a number of 
Interesting trips but finally we 
chose the Trail to "Hogbaok Moun- 
tain. " 

Following an easy grade up a 
good wood road we passed a reser- 
voir built in 1905 and then con- 
tinued about one mile where we 
broke out onto a ledge overlooking 
Bristol Village. 

On a clear day Lake Champlain 
and the Adirondaoks would be a 
beautiful sight. 

After returning to the car Mauri 
gave us a tour of the oountry. From 
Bristol we drove to Lincoln Gap to 
check on the trail crossing and 
hikers. Next down to Rlpton and 
Breadloaf, Robert Frosts' summer 
home, start of the Burnt Hill Trail, 
then south by Rlpton Job Corps 
Center, Mooselanoo Camp Area, 

Goshen and then on to Pitts ford 
where we visited the Ice Caves, 
eating our supper at the spring 
house. 

Once again we have found a good 
area for future hikes and one that 
we must visit again. 
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ROUTE 4 TO CAM DA. 

, (By Alton Wilcox) 

t £% i 

V/hilc thing? ,Are still fresh In : 
my mind some, no tea. about the trail • 
north. One. traveling north should 
always make sure of a full canteen 
of water before leaving as water is ! 
scarce Id some places. 

In the Voter White Area., water i 
only at-|jake Pleiad, must be boiled^ 
Water again at Skyline is soant, 
water at take, Battell shelter Is 
finished' and the youth group were 
digging latrine when I went by. 

Up in the Jonesvllle section a 
new shelter at Duck Brook 1»7 miles- 
from Jonesvllle which is very nice ; 
and Is called Cascade. 

Be Qareful around riadonna Peak 
3ki Area: If any one should take 
the side trail to Beaver Meadows, 
be careful, poor signs on way out. 
This part of the Troll needs a 
little, more attention especially 
as far as signs from White face 
shelter to French Camp. There Is a 
logging operation going on and some | 
of the blazes are down. Part way 
down the trail there are two arrows j 
one pointing up and the other down j 
but nothing to French Camp. I 
missed the trail and went all the I 
way to Johnson City. j 

Be Qareful around Jay Peak Area. 
Instead of trying to follow trail 
use the ski trail. 

As a final note there Is a lack 
of signs as far as distance between! 
camps. Also what I would oall 
starter signs, arrows pointing 
north and south with the letters 
L. T. N. 

Check your water 

Cheok your guide book. 

Check the scenery. 

I had a wonderful time. 

ALASKA 

Here are some of the highlights j 
taken from a most Interesting 
letter written to Churchill Soott 
from Mike Wiley. 

"Hiking in Alaska Is truly as 
fine as Vermont though certainly 
different. Here we do have trails 
as In Vermont but lots of work 



needs to be done on them. They used 
to have an Alpine Club In Skagway 
but recently there has not been 
enough interest. I hope we are 
generating some however and can 
again activate this Club. Maybe 
1*11 be able to spend the summer 
hiking and clearing old trails in 
the vicinity. I do have a part 
time Job working on the Chllkoot 
Trail to help In packing Goods to 
the shelters. We will be using 
pack horses and It should be an 
exciting and Interesting exper- 
ience. 

The mountains aye very young 
and very, very steep. Trials are 
usually built to zig-zag up and 
down. We don*t have snakes* deer 
or poison Ivy but do encounter 
bald eagles, mountain goats and 
an unfriendly plant called devils 
club. The latter Is the biggest 
problem when building a trail be- 
low 3,000 feet. Oh yes we have 
glaolers too which cause problems 
or views and goals when trying 
to locate trails at higher ele- 
vations. The mountains are truly 
amazing reaching heights of from 
5,000 to 8,000 feet above sea 
level within a short distance 
from the sea. Many of these peaks 
are unnamed and uncllmbed. They 
are really steep and most have 
glaciers on them or Ice fields of 
some kind. Berry picking Is fabu- 
lous in the late summer and It Is 
not as cold as we thought It 
would be In the winter on the 
coast." 

TRAILS AJD SHELTERS REPORT 

Ben Rolston has done his usual 
very thorough Job on the lower 
half of the Kllllngton Section 
and so this part is In good con- 
dition. 

Herb Ogden In addition to clear- 
ing the Bucklin and Juggernaut 
Trails has spent three days clear- 
ing and brushing from Gov. Clement 
south to the Lower Road. 

On Aug. 19 Hr, Ogden and Kevin 
Hogan spent the day putting a new 
roof on Gov. Clement Shelter. 
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According to Cralgue Perkins this 
camp's roof hasn't had any major | 
repair since It was built In 1929 
so that must be some kind of a 
record. Let's hope this roof can 
last etysn half as long. 

Thahks to "Doc" Howard we have 
progressed a long way to building 
a toilet at Tucker after many years , 
Speaking. of Tucker once again this 
shelter:^; In very poor condition, 
over 26 : trj.ddows are broken, many 
roof shingles are missing, and In 
fact thfe whole building could stand 
a general ’'overhauling. 

In Spite .df at least half a day 
work parties each week during the 
summer there Is still muoh work 
that should be done before winter 
to make our shelters snug and tight 


l 
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LIST OF MEW MEMBERS 
Through Sept. 15 , 1967 

David L. Baker 
Bennett D. Bell 
Miriam P. Bell 
Harrison A. Bran n 
Charles B. Gullck 
Dorothy Hegeman 
Kenneth A. LaPlant 
Kenneth R. LaPlant 
Penny Paul 
Chris Reed 
James Tarbell 
Susan Tarbell 
Alton Wilcox 
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COMING OUTINGS 

SUNDAY DEC. 1? 6:30 P.M. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE TO TUCKER 


This hike has been one of our 
aost successful for several years. 

A group will go In the afternoon to 
prepare the camp and gather fire 
food. Any volunteers? There will 
je coffee and doughnuts later In 
bhe evening. And maybe even a moon. 

SATURDAY DEC. 30 9A.M. 

SUNNYSIDE CAMP 

There are several short hikes 
callable from this oamp; south to 
button Hill, North to Spring Lake 
>r the gorge, a loop over the hill 
sack of camp, or cross country 
toward Bear Mountain. This will be 
\ chance to do some real cooking 
an a good old stove. 

SUNDAY JAN. 14 10 A.M. 

CLARENDON LODGE 

Clarendon Is our best dosed 
Damp and Is at its best in winter. 
Arrangements have been made to 
lave three feet of snow so lets 
turn our and enjoy It. 


SATURDAY JA. 2? 9 A.M. 

DAGGET MOUNTAIN 

This la a new one on the sched- 
ule. Dagget Mt. Is a long ridge 
running southeast from the old 
Pittsfield road to Deer Leap Mt. 
back of Tucker Lodge. There are 
good views from the west end and 
from the summit overlooking the 
Beaver Pond on Route 4. There is 
a wood road leading up the west 
end of the ridge and after we get 
up there the going should be quite 
easy. Dress warm as we will be 
eating out in the snow. 

t 

SUNDAY FEB. 11 10 A.M. 

COX MOUNTAIN 

If we have good weather this 
should be an Ideal snowshoe trip 
with easy grades and much open 
going. There are good views of 
! the Otter Creek Valley from the 
west side of the ridge. 


NOTE 

All Items for SMOKE & BLAZES 
should be in by February 14, 1968. 


- 2 - 


COVERED DISH SUPPER 
By Ruth Fostman 

Our annual covered dish supper 
was held September 30th at Beech- 
wood, the Perkins ' Homestead, and 
we were pleased to welcome some 
new members at this time. 

As usual we had a good turn out 
of thirty-one members of assorted 
ages and sires. Some of us came 
early and enjoyed short hikes up 
and around the loop. We found a 
few late blackberries and saw some | 
colored foliage. We also admired 
the new pond which Is opposite 
the house. 

The youngsters and possibly 
some of us oldsters are looking 
forward to skating or swimming In ! 
the future. 

Helen Bailey from Charlestown, 

N. H. and a member of long stand- 
ing was with us. 

We had a most beautiful supper 
and everyone seemed to out do 
themselves with the nice food they 
brought. There was plenty for 
seconds and even thirds If we 
wanted It. After supper we had 
music furnished by Jack Martin. 

The new schedule of hikes was 
talked over and does sound Inte- 
resting, also challenging for 
some of us. 

It was a beautiful mild day 
and I am sure everyone had a good ; 
time and are looking forward to 
the next one. 


BURNT ROCK TRIP 
By Cralgue Perkins 

On a sunny October 15th a small | 
group of hikers made the trip to 
Burnt Rock Mountain by way of the 
Hedgehog Brook Trail. Starting at 
10 A.M. we returned to Rutland by 
dark without hurrying at all. 

We drove up Route 100 to the 
Fays ton turn off and then hunted 
for North Fayston, which is not 
the same as Fayston Center by 
several miles. Lots of nice wild 
country. 


After making a couple of in- 
quiries we finally located the trail 
and started the climb. The trail had 
been much improved since we last 
saw it and could be followed with 
little trouble. 

We climbed and climbed, and 
when the guidebook timing said we 
were about half way up we suddenly 
hit the thick evergreens on the 
ridge and the Long Trail. 

Soon we met Mauri on his way 
down and learned there were no 
other Killlngton Section hikers 
ahead of us as we had thought. 

After a short scramble over the 
rocks we were on the summit with 
views In all directions cut down 
somewhat by haze. 

This Is a huge rocky summit 
with room for several hot dog 
stands. A good chance for develop- 
ment. Maybe It Is already on the 
list for there were several big 
sheets of white plastlo draped 
over the rocks. 

We had a good look around and 
then descended to the brook for a 
late, late lunch. About a mile from 
the end of the trail the party was 
Joined briefly by a black bear who 
dropped In on us from a tree. At 
once he remembered important 
business elsewhere and took off 
up the mountain. 

BALD MOUNTAIN 
By Janet Martin 

On Saturday Oct. 28 eight 
members and friends gathered at 
Center Street to explore the new 
trail on Bald Mt. After driving 
to the entrance to Tamarack Notch 
Girl Soout Camp we started off 
along the fire break road which 
follows the base of the mountain 
on the east side. After a short 
; walk the trail turns off to the 
right and ascends the north-east 
corner of the mountain. (Girl 
Scouts please note we need a sign 
or arrow at the turn for those 
people In a hurry l ) The boys, who 
were leading, soon discovered 
their error, retraced their steps 
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and came bounding up the trail 
past the rest of us. We enjoyed the 
widening panorama with each rest 
stop. This t^me of year the views 
toward Pico and Mendon are Indeed 
beautiful thru the bare trees. 

From the first ledge one looks 
eastward across the virgin forest. 

A few camps are visible across the 
Cold River which one can hear but 
not see, rushing over the rocks 
far below. A sucoession of ledges 
are visible along the East side of 
the Mt. 

Once at the top, part of the 
group dec ended Into the dip be- 
tween the North and South summits 
in search of the bog. Although 
the bog Itself didn’t seem very 
wet we found the outlet brooks to 
the North to have water running 
in them. A spring seems likely. 
Various samples of moss and llcken 
were collected. 

It was pleasant to find the 
fire going and water hot when we 
returned to the Girl Scout Camp. 

With the arrival of the younger 
Martins and Cralgue the ranks were 
swelled to 13. 

After lunch four of the group 
decided they were ready to go home ! 
but the rest followed the North 
Boundry to another lookout the 
Senior Scouts had located Just the 
week before on their hike to Camp 
Via Curtis Ave. and the North 
Boundry. This group saw several 
deer crossing above them along an 
old wood road. Although It was not 
a clear day It was easy to see why 
the girls had been Impressed with 
the view. 

CLEMENT SHELTER 

This hike was cancelled due to 
laok of quorum and poor weather 

PICO SHELTER 
By Churchill Scott 

The long planned overnight trip 
to Pico with a group of young 
people from Montreal did not come 
true for at 9:00 A.M. a heavy, wet , 
snow was falling with zero vlslbll- i 
lty . Not a soul and no fresh traoks 1 
were seen and so I returned home. 


At lOtlO the phene rang and Mr. 
Dobbs with a group of eight young 
folks were waiting at the Long 
Trail Lodge wondering where the 
Killlngton Section was, 

After a short discussion we 
chose Clarendon for our hike and 
soon we were on our way after meet- 
ing Jack and Janet Martin and pick- 
ing up the old coffee pot. 

Snow kept falling as we made 
our way to the shelter where a 
thoughtful hunter had left a fire. 
Soon he returned, followed shortly 
after by his father and aunt who 
spent the day there with us. With 
the help of a G.M.C. plup saw and 
many hands a good supply of wood 
was cut for the hunters' overnight 
stay. 

After dinner a figure approached 
on snowshocs, who turned out to be 
Dick Metcalf, Pioneer Valley Trails 
and Shelter chairman. 

The afternoon was spent walking 
up the Ezra Oliver road, south by 
the Hollanders on the Lottery road, 
and back to camp on the trail. The 
Long Trail was hiked to Rt. 103 
so the group could get one more 
mile on tho End to End award. 

Goodbyes were finally said with 
a few regrets that more members of 
the Killlngton Seotlon were not 
able to meet these folks, Including 
one from Wales, one from Australia 
and two from Ireland. 

But plans are already being 
made for the Spagettl Supper and 
the Sugar-on-snow Party when cer- 
tainly there will be many folks In 
attendance 


MISCELLANEOUS NEWS ITEMS 
By Churchill Scott 

Two executive board meetings 
have been held recently and many 
subjects were brought up and dis- 
cussed thoroughly. 

No rummage sale this year due 
to small profit and large amount 
of work done by a few people. 

Notice of Annual meeting will be 
sent to each member at a later 
date. 
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Jim Catozzl has been elected 
Castleton State College Outing 
Club President. 

Interest was shown In providing 
other activities for members that 
do not do muoh hiking and camping. 

Harold Valiquette gave a very 
detailed report on the Trails and 
Shelters. Pointing out the great 
amount of work done this year and 
the major repairs that will have 
to be made to Tucker next year. 

All members working on the Trails 
or Shelters are asked to report 
the time spent on these projects tc 
Mr. Valiquette, 93 Kllllngton Ave. f 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Janet and Jack Martin spoke a 
great deal about Aiken Forest 
and Bald Mt. future development 
and the status of Tamarac Notch 
Girl Scout Camp. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN INTERSECTIONAL 1967 
By Sue Pfenning 

The annual GMC Interseotlonal, 
held this year at Tamarok Notch 
Girl Scout Camp In Mendon, brought 
together many old friends and the 
opportunity to make new friends. 

On August 26th., several energetic 
campers poured In to established 
campsites and meet their neighbors 
to-be. Many were deceived by the 
warm sunshiny days; but when night 
came, one and all dug deep for the 
warmest olothes and blankets they 
owned. 

On the first evening we were 
entertained with slides and com- 
mentary on Taiwan, given by Hunter 
Eu, A program was held every even- 
ing, and at that time plans were 
announced and signing up was done 
for the activities to be held the 
next day. Hiking groups went out 
nearly every day— rain or shine; 
and a few excursions deep Into the 
Ice caves drew the heartiest of 
the lot. For those who preferred 
to stay In camp, there was swimm- 
ing, volleyball, badmltton, explor- 
ing, and sun-bathing. On rainy 
days we all gathered around the 
warm fireplace In the Lodge to 


read, sing, tell Jokes, and Just 
plain talk. 

There were two well-attended 
square dances under the direction 
of Lou Housseau. These always 
prove to b«. a popular activity, 
and we appreciate Lou's vlrlts 
with us, OLher entertainment In- 
cluded movies and slides on forest 
conversation and attractions in 
various other states and sing 
alongs. 

The best part of this, as with 
any Interseotlonal, Is the SHARING; 
both the work ^n d th e fun. 

Despite a flood in our tent— 
and an occasional mishap, Judy 
and Penny Paul, Carrie Burchardt 
and myself managed to eat well, 
sleep little, keep active, and 
build memories. We kept the rest 
of the campers guessing as to the 
meaning of CHIKUSHO, which we 

dubbed our campsite Maybe 

next year we'll let YOU in on the 
secret. 


END-T0-ENDER3 
Kllllngton Seotlon G.M.C. 
By Pearl Nichols 


1944 

Miss Frances Green 
Shrewsbury, Mass. 

1954 

Ben Rolston 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

1957 

Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
All of Rutland, Vt 

1962 

Elizabeth Weeks 
Lloyd Weeks 
Springfield, Vt. 

1964 

James Catozzl 
Rutland, Vt. 


Christine R. Cahee 
Hedrick R. Cahee 
Springfield, Vt. 


Virginia Day 
W liman Day 
Springfield, Vt. 
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1964 

Herbert Ogden, Jr, 


Windsor, Vt. 

1967 

Les Pfenning 


Rutland, Vt. 


If there were any members left out 
of the above please let us know. 

THE END OF THE TRAIL 
By Ben Rolston 

Suddenly, on September 22 nd, 
the Green Mountain Club lost one 
of Its most beloved members. John | 
H. Vondell, age 69 , seemed to be 
In the best of health. But that 
day, as he was working around In 
his yard at home, an apparent 
heart attack became the end of 
John's Trail. 

It seemed that everyone knew 
John. For more than 30 years he 
was a professor of poultry husban- 
dry at the University of Mass., 
retiring In i 960 . Hevas an honor- 
ary member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the New England Trail 
Conference, and for many years he 
planned the programs for the annual 
Conference meetings. He served as 
a Trustee of the Green Mountain 
Club, and In 1961 became our Club 
president, but due to By-Laws 
limitations was only able to serve 
one term, 

John was a native Vermonter, 
being born under the shadow of 
Mt. Ascutney. But not only was he 
a native of our state; he was a 
spokesman for Vermont. Through his 
magnificent photography displayed 
In "Vermont Life" and other publi- 
cations, he showed America the 
beauty of Vermont. 

In the early days of our End- 
to-End program, John became an 
End-to-Ender. But throughout the 
years he continued to roam up and 
down our Trail, seeking out Its 
beauty for his photography. He 
showed his slides at our Annual 
Meetings, and at our Intersectlonal£ 
and at Section gatherings. Only 
last January he brought the beauty ] 


of his photography to the Killing- 
ton Section's annual meeting. 

But he not only showed the views 
of his beloved mountains. His 
subjects might Include a weathered 
barn, an odd mall box, a bewhlskered 
farmer at an auction, and perhaps 
some candid shots of our members 
who didn't know that John's camera 
was pointed their way! And his 
witty commentaries always added 
spice to his presentations. 

Our slnoere expressions of 
sympathy go out to Esther Vondell, 
who has lost a devoted companion. 

And we of the Green Mountain Club 
have lost a wonderful friend. As 
the months pass by, we will miss 
John more and more. The recent 
fall foliage passed by without 
John's God-given talent capturing 
Its beauty. And so will this 
winter's mantle of snow. And next 
spring's array of apple blossoms. 

But John’s memory will linger 
with us for many years. As we 
view a scene of beauty, we will 
unconsciously say, "There's a 
shot for John Vondell to take." 

But John wont be there. But we 
who remain can perhaps enjoy 
Vermont's beauty more because 
John taught us how to find that 
beauty. 

We are all richer because 
John Vondell walked with us. 


t 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


JANUARY 1968 


WARNING! 




HEAR YE! HEAR YE! HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 

To all the Members of the Ivillington Section of the Green Mountain Club, Inc.: 
You are hereby notified and warned to meet at the Mount Saint Joseph Academy on 
Convent Avenue in Rutland, Vermont, on Friday, January 19, 1968, at 7:30 o’clock in the 
evening to transact the following business: 


Article 1. 
Article 2. 
Article 3. 
Article 4. 

Article 5. 
Article 6. 
Article 7. 

Article 8. 

Article 9. 


To hear the sound of the gavel. 

To hear the report of the Secretary. 

To hear the report of the Treasurer. 

To hear the report of the several standing and other 
committees. 

Old Business, if any 
New Business, if any. 

To act on any other business that properly may be brought 
before this meeting. 

To hear the report of the Entertainment Committee and 
the Entertainment itself! 

To hear the report of the Refreshments Committee and 
sample its endeavors! 


The purpose of this meeting will be to make acquaintances with new members and 
renew old ones, talk business now and again, reminisce, present new and old ideas, tell 
“tall stories” of past hiking experiences, discuss the future of our Section, listen to some 
musical entertainment, fill up on delicious eats, view slides and listen to a poem or two 
about the LT, and have fun! 


This meeting is called by the officers of the Section because of the fact that the Section 
always has a meeting this time of year and because we need to reassure one another that 
summer hiking and camping weather will return once again soon! 


You are further “warned” that the meeting will be held in the cafeteria of Mount 
Saint Joseph Academy. Use Convent Avenue main entrance and follow signs to cafeteria. 


(The officers assume no responsibility for any mistakes in the weather, though the)' 
look for a good clear evening!) 


Signed: C. B. GULICK, 3rd, President 
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COMING OUTINGS 


SECTION 


fHEN - SUN. WAR. 17 . 10:00 A.M. 
JKERE - TUCKER LODGE 

Our leader Harold Vallquette 
las planned a good trip for the 
’irst of our Spring & Summer out- 
ngs. Let's have a good turn out 
jo we can decide what is best to 
lo to repair Tucker. 

THAT - M APLE SU GAR PARTY 
fHEN - SAT. MAR. 30 , 

-/HERE - UNIVERSALI3T CHURCH 

Shall we try to boat the number 
3f 51 who attended the Spaghetti 
supper. Plenty of sugar on snow, 
sickles, doughnuts and coffee will 
je provided and a short entertain- 
nent will end the activities. 
Serving will start at 6:00 P.M. 
Ibere will be a nominal charge to 
-sover expenses. 


(MEN - SAT. APRIL 13, 10:00 A.M. 
WHERE - M00SA M AL00 MT . near Lake 
Dumnoie. About 2 Miles 
A mountain climb taking the 
hiker through interesting rock for 
motions including a crevasse. Not 
too difficult, though some short 
stretches of steep climbing will 
be encountered. Several lookouts 
with views Including Lake Dumiore 
and the Adirondacks is the reward 
for this hike. 


GR ES; 7 MOUNTAIN CLUB Jan. - Feb. 1968 

WHEN - SUN. APRIL 21, 10:00 A.M. 

WEEKS - CL ARENDO N LODGE 

Leader C. Scott has mapped out 
1 a number of side hikes for all of 
| the more active hikers who do rr>t 
] want to go home as soon as lunch 
! is over and the last cup of coffee 
| consumed. 


1 WHEN - SAT, MAY 4, 10:00 A.M. 

WHERE - SUNNYSIPE CAM? 

Vera Perkins nas "offered to act 
a 3 leader of this trip. This is a 
favorite spot and as the spring 
I flowers start to appear this area 
j is most interesting. 


IPECIAL OUTINGS 


The Outing Committee have 
planned a number of new types of 
activities this spring and summer 
for us to enjoy. 

Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Weeks have 
suggested a Canoe trip and have 
expressed a willingness to lead one 
so on Sat. July 13, we hope to 
begin a new type of outing on 
Otter Creek. 

Also over the Easter week vacat- 


ion we hope to take a two night 
trip to the Belvidere-Hazen's Notch 
Jay peak Area, For more information 
contact W. Churchill Scott, 132 
Maple St,, Rutland, Vt. 05701 
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Once again the Killington 
Section is most grateful for the 
contributions of Mrs. Harriot Bryant 
Mr. Lincoln Isham. and the Richard 
Roberts family. These amounts will 
be used for the improvement of the 
trails, and shelters maintained, by 
the Section. 

I 

MOONLIGH T HIKE j 

By : J u dy All a r d j 

The night was clear and cold and 
there was, amazingly enough, a full 
moon. Several inches of soft, 
powdery snow had fallen during the 
day covering the ice which had 
accumulated during the week due to 
rain. The moonlight changed thy 
snow into a blanket of sparkling 
diamonds . 

Because of the glare ice under 
the snow, some o' vhe hikers used 
snows hoes . These were no* Absolute 
ly necessary, however t be cans j fhs 
trail was i airly well packed down 
and the walking wa.-> suite easy. 
Flashlights ware not. necessary 
either because of the light of the 
moon. 

The distance to the shelter wa3 
covered in no time and we soon ar- 
rived at Tucker Lodge. The shelter 
was already warmed, the fire having! 
been built and kept, up by the party i 
th9t went in earlier in the after- ; 
noon. The water was hot end so we j 
had coffee, cocoa ani doughnuts. 

The younger members spent some of j 
their excess energy outside in the ! 
snow. Later on m the evening a sur- 
prise birthday party was held for 
Phyllis Pfenning. A. cake was 
brought in with all the trimmings 
Including a full compliment of 
candles. The calre was promptly 
devoured and especially appreciated! 
by the younger members present. 

The walk out was j’.iet as beaut 5. - | 
ful as the one In. The- weather was 
clear and cold and the stars wore 
out in full force. VJe all con? lde.v-cd 
ourselves lucky to have a full 
moon for our annual moonlight hike. 


SUNNYSIDE 

By: Churchill 3cott 

On a bright, clear and cool day 
in December the Killington Section 
of the Green Mountain Club held 
their annual winter hike to Sunny- 
side. 

As we left Meldon there were 
only seven in the party but on the 
way up Spring Lake Hill we met 
Rev. Van Luvern ancl six young men 
of his parish. Before the day was 
over Terry, his friend and Ben 
came along. 

The recent heavy snow had fill- 
ed the chimney so it took all of 
Harold’s skill and knowledge to 
get the fire going and vi th all 
the young folks pitching in we 
| soon had a good warrm shelter. 

A Tier dinner Rev. VanLuvern anc'. 

; his group took off to mace a circle 
[ around by Spring Lake and down 
I the hill to their car at* Bl*. 102, 
Next: Jim and Harold snowsboed 
around to tne clearing and site 
' of the old Spring lake Shelter, 

■ then down to the pond and back to 
J tne jeep. 

After picking up the shelter 
the rest of us spent the after- 
noon uobnggann* ng down tie road 
past Spring Lake Rairh. 

At last the shadows lenghtened.. 
the air turned cool and we decided 
to call it a day. It is too bird 
that more members can not come 
out ana enjoy this beautiful winter 
weather we were lucky enough to 
have today. 

CLA REND ON 

As always the Clarendon out- 
ing on January 14. was well 
attended, with people cor.l-ig and 
going all afternoon, Gone were 
lunching, while others were 
exploring up the road and climbing 
the steep little hill with the 
view. That vi.-rw is ‘worth the 
scrruiolo, even with a bit cf ice 
under the snow and a high vnnd on 
top. How about a "Clarendon Plus” 
trip with lunch up there some 
verm spring Saturday? 
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Probably the longest distance 
driven to make the trip was from 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts (Mauri 
Winturi)- youngest attendant - 
David Martin. Are there any other 
awards ? 

THE ADVENTURES OF GREEN MOUNTAIN 
RP rUA'"’KT‘ v R. c 5 

DOES DAGGE1 MOUNTAIN HAVE A TOP? 
By: Sue Pfenning 

Well, maybe the top of Dagget 
Mountain has never been reached on 
snow-shoes; maybe it has. At any 
rate, it was at least attempted 
this winter. Six warmly clad 
hikers started up it; witnin a 
half-hour there were four, and 
after another half-hour, only 
three continued climbing. The 
mountain is very steep and irregu- 
lar, and, on that particular day, 
your arm would sink in to snow up 
to your shoulder if you should 
put your hand down to catch your 
balance. 

So. if it looks like you'll 
never reach the top, what's the 
next best thing to do?? Build a 
nice, warm fire right there in 
the snow and eat lunch, right? 

That we did. 

The perfect weather, little 
wind and sunny skies, nacle it a 
Joy to be out that January 27th. 
Despite sore feet end weary legs, 
no one returned dl sappoxnted. 

COX MOUNT ITU 
By : Caro 1 " ’ Bure nar d t 
Staten Island, N. Y. 

February 11 was a peaceful, 
sparkly day, after a long, night 
snowfall had hushed the forest. 
Judy Paul, Sue Crichton, Dele 
Mangier! , Mr. & Mrs. Perkins, 
Churchill Scott, Jim Frink, ar.d I 
"munched" up Cox Mountain with 
snowshoos, forever amar.ed at the 
beauty of the snow-exad trees. For 
me,, it was an especially magic il 
adventure, since only the Any be- 
fore, I was s luting m a class- 
room in New York City I had 
never seen Vermont in the snow, 


but now I was becoming almost a 
part of it. as my colliding snow- 
shoes kept bombarding me into the 
snow. Sue Crichton and I ured for 
the most casualties. Although she 
was way ahead of me In the number 
of times she fell, I topped her 
when I slipped while drinking hot 
cocoa, and burned ry mittens in 
the firel We had lunch on top of 
the mountain ar.d thawed out by 
the fire. The view was magnifi- 
cent-! ike a fantasy land. I tnink 
the nicest part was the realisa- 
tion that I could hike in snow- 
shoes, survive in the winter, and 
even build a fire in the snow. 

Now back in New York I still feel 
awed and rather privileged to 
have climbed a snow palace. 

REGRET S 

It is with a groat deal of 
regret that Eleanor Walker is no 
longer able to act as Publicity 
Chairman for our Section. Each 
of u3 hato to see bar leave and 
want to thank her for a job well 
done . 

HIKING-MINDED CA NADIA NS 
OBSERVE C ENTENNIA L 

Canud i appears to have celebrated 
it? Centennial year In many ways. 
Getting into the act was a group 
of outdoor amen way out West in 
British Columbia. Their idee? The 
Cc-utennlal Trail, as it is being 
called, w&u completed this pert 
summer between Simon Fra: 1 or Uni- 
versity near Vancouver, and the 
Manning Provincial Park smtn- 
east of Hope. Now measuring about 
175 miles, some sources : V- the 

trail ray grow to a lcrgt;; of *->50 
miles extending to the Alberta 
border. All depends upon pybLie 
interest! 

The Canadian Youth Hostels 
Association L clnr- ted the lieu 
in 19 o 4 ar.d received official 
approval for t-otobl i.shlng the 
trail from the o.O. provincial 
got ernment . 
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The trail currently makes use 
of existing forest and logging 
roads, dikes and existing trails. 
Day hiking has been recommended 
so far for many sections but some 
scenic two-day hikes also are pos- 
sible. Eventually over-night accom- 
modations will be added to already 
existing facilitier. . 

Wot only is there hiking; bicy- 
cle routes are being established. 

According to a story about the 
Centennial Trail in the September 
15. 1967, issue of The Daily Pro- 
vince, more information including 
maps may be obtained from the 
CYHA, West Broadway, Vancouver 9» 
B*C. If anyone plans to go west 
sometime soon end do some hiking, 
keep The Centennial Trail in mind. 

Like the relationship between 
The Green Mountain C.lu*o and U,3. 
P.S., cooperation was a key to the 
success of developing the first 
Deg of this group's dream, Aoecid- 
ing to HoDand Wild in The New York 
Times of January 16, 1$£6, another 
trail was scheduled to open in 
D96? in Ontario. 

Perhaps an idea such as this 
might spur seme thinking into 
developing a £i -centennial Trail 
somewhere in the U.5. about 1977* 

PRE S 1 PENT * 3 ii SSP AGS 

Participation at our annual 
meeting was most gratifying this 
year. Spiced with a good business 
session, on exhibit with slides of 
the C-reen Mountain NationaD. Forest 
sponsored by the U.S.F.S., folic 
songs by Miss Deny Hoyden of 
Castleton, and slides with poetry 
about the L.T. by tne Cahees, 
along with the famous feed put on 
pv the refreshments group, the 
evening turned out to be most 
enjoyable. Karr/ thanks uo everyone 
for starting our new year off so 
well. 

It; was great to see the mnrer- 
tum continue wi th a Iv'ge turnout 
for the Spaghetti Supper. Ve 
counted 31 people and almost no 
food was left for the wildlife re- 
siding around Tall Timbers, 


In the secretary's report you 
will note that we discussed dues 
and Tamarack Notch at the annual 
meeting. The directors were asked 
to study the present dues situ- 
ation with the idea of possibly 
raising them per individual next 
year and, at the same time, see if 
we might incorporate a family 
membership plan. Results of this 
study will be presented prior to 
the next annual meeting. The other 
topic concerned an explanation of 
the newly formed Tamarack Notch 
Association which will carry on 
the responsibility of the camp 
located in Aitken State Forest 
east of Rutland. G.M.C.ers have 
used this facility for both outings 
and Intersect! cnals. 

The big project scheduled this 
year is a major overhaul c>f Tucker 
.L-cdgo . Assistance from the Long 
Trail Patrol is being requested. 

Of concern to us all is tne 
growing pressure on ]?na use 
throughout Vermont, for many uses. 

It appears likely to continue at 
an evrer increasing rate, Though 
the Trail is net in jeopardy at 
tie moment, it will be most im- 
portant for us to be aware of 
de \7Vslopments eo curing in areas on 
the Long Trail Systoa. Diplomacy 
and good public r.latJons along 
with proper trail "manners" can 
help insure continued uninteruptod 
hiking and craping on the L.T. 

The new spring and summer activ- 
ity schedules will us coming off 
the press soon. Hope one ox two of 
the events will be of particular 
interest to you. By request vre 
have incorporated an overnight, hike 
to Mt. Mansfield and a canoe trip. 
Do plan to attend the f.h.C. 
Annual Meeting at the Eu. «/£.•_ lan 
Castle in Procborsvllle . J’ re i st. 
and plan now to atti-rd >v v- or 
01 the Intersectio.ial at Lake Men 
Jn Northern Vermont bm fell. 

Sec you -v kite trail. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
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On Jan. 19, 1968 the Killlngton 
Section of the Green Mountain Club 
held their annual meeting at the 
M.S.J. cafeteria. 

About 45 persons were present 
including Bob Attenborough, Pres, 
of the Main Club, George Pearl - 
stein, Guide Book Committeeman, 
Mauri Winturri and Dr. 3c Mrs. 
Stewart Holmes, Members at Large. 

H. Ogden, H, Valiquette and L. 
Weeks reported on various trail 
and shelter maintenance. 

Amoung the highlights were 
Pres. Attenborough's talk on 1968 
Inversectional at Lake Eden, 
changes in New Guide Book, new 
G.M.C. office address: PO Eox 9- J '« 
Rutland, Vt„ 05701, ar.d 73 % hiker 
survey questionaire answered. 

Mr. Ogden suggested an increase 
in dues to begin in 19^9 • This was 
referred to the executive board to 
discuss and report. 

Janet Martin spoke on Tamarac 
Notch Assoc, and presented two 
resolutions which were past. (1) 

To have the Editor of Smoke & 

Blazes and the Secretary belong to 
the Assoc, so the Section can bo 
better informed cf developments of 
Altken State Forest. (2) That tne 
Section write Mr. Williams cf the 
State Dept, of Fcrert and Parks 
stating the Interest we have in the 
A.itlcen State Forest and our concern 
that the present bcundry lines do 
not sufficiently protect the Forest 
Area from possible encroachment of 
housing developments along the 
Notch Hoad. 

List of Officers for 1968 : 

Pres. -Terry Gullclc 
V. Ires. ~Janet Martin 
Seoty-Treas . - Churchill Scott 
Trustee - Bennett Belx 

Ihe highlight was the 30 th 
Birthday party for cur sturdy 
coffee pot complete with cake, 
singing and picture taking. How 
many miles has t.iafc traveled' - 

Miss Hayden of C.S.C- enter- 
tained us with folk songs. Mr. & 
Mrs. Hedrick Cahee presented a 
program of slides, and poetry by 


Mr. Geo. Perry which was most en- 
joyable. 

Finally as has been the custom 
the ladles put on a very enjoyable 
lunch for wnich we are all very 
grateful . 


1968 DUES 

The 1968 dues are now payable 
to W, Churchill Scott, 132 Maple 
St., Rutland, Vt. 05?01. 

Adults $2.00 

Students . 50 

This issue of Smoke & Blazes 
will be the last sent to the 1967 
membership list. 

The following are 1968 members 
as of Fob. 15, 1$68, 

Martha Adams 
Anna Berg 
George Black 
Marilyn Black 
Harriet Bryant 
Mil as Bryant 
Leitna Bryant 
Ke> idr a Bry su •. i • 

Owen Bryant 
Ja**es Cr.tozzi 
Hedrick Cahee 
Chr.-.ctino Cahee 
Sue Crichton 
Robert Deeroer 
James C. Pr ink 
Ruth Postman 
Betty Gilman 
Terry Gull ok 
Lincoln Isham 
Richard Kennedy 
Elsie Maler 
William Mitchell 
Florence Mitchell 
Herbert G. Ogden, Fr. 
Herbert G. Cgden, Jr. 

Las Pfenning 
Mark Pfenning 
Sue Ffer.ni;ig 
Ben Eois"on 
Vera, Perkins 
Penr.y Paul 
Rirhard Roberts 
Franc 1 . ..otv:f>»s 
Kathy ; >bezt > 

Slier, uiseell 
Vi, Che; Mil Scot 
Gecr.ga Wholes 
FI vr er.c e VcnWyo k 
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1968 MEMBERS CON'T 

Eleanor Walker Elizabeth Weeks Charles Wener 

Lloyd Weeks Carleton Wilson 


Financial Statement 

Green Mountain Club, Klllington Section 
January 1, 1967 - December 31. 1967 


RECEIPT S 

On Hand Jan. 1, 1967 $1,590.09 


Dues Received 
Gifts 

i Interest 

Guide Book Sales 

Fire Ins. on Buffum Lodge Loss 


$144.00 

211.00 

63.60 

19.50 

700.00 1 .138.10 


Total Receipts 


$2,728.19 


EXPENSES 


Trails & Shelters 

$ 150.10 


Smoke & Blavies 

32.15 


Outings 

29.34 


Dues to Main Club 

44.10 


Insurance 

81.75 


Publicity 

67.60 


Supplies 

21 . 53 


Postage 

11.78 


Miscellaneous 

13.90 


Total Expenses 


452.30 

Balance on Hand December 31. 1967 


$2,275.89 


Balance on Hand Dec. 31. 1967 is larger than a year ago due to the 
loss of Buffum which returned $700.00 to Savings account. 

Insurance paid is higher because of (1) increased fire insurance rates 
per year and (2) there is a savings realized by paying for entire 
period insurance covers (3 years) than spreading payments over each 
year. 


W. Churchill Scott, Treasurer 
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COMING OUTINGS 

GOVERNOR CLEMENT 
WHEN - Sun, May 19; B, Gillian 
Leader., 

LEAVE: 10:00 A , M . Meldcn School 
Area, 

There have been requests to begin 
our trip tc Gov. Clement She? tor 
from the Lower Cold IUvar Road. 
Let's see how man; real hikers re 
have in the Section cn this trip., 

OIvEMO hit 

WHEN: Sun. June 2, T, Guliok 

Leader 

LEAVE: 10:00 A,M. Meldcn School 
Area. 

It has been a long time Si.n e the 
Klllington Section has dim bo a 
Okemo so lets show our leader 
Terry Gulick that we still can. 

He has promised a good day In 
spite of the black flies and ary 
other misfortunes. 

There may possibly be others 
from the G.M.C. annual resting 
so lette try tc have u gooa oro*d. 

PICO 

WHEN: Sat. Jurxe 16, C. Scott 

Leader 

LEAVE- 9.00 A-M„ Mcldm School 

A.ma . 


This s hoi ild be a work party and 
nines combined for soon the schools 
will begin their vacations ,, sunnier 
camps will be hiking and we hope 
to have Pico in good, shape for 
the season. Let 5 a axl pitch in 
and help, 

TIN MOUTH MOUNTAIN 
VIsEIi : Sun. June 'J0 3 C-, Scott 

Loader 

LEAVE ^ 10 00 A - M, Heldon School 
A- e.a. 

Once again we are planning to 
climb one of Cmigue ? o favorite 
pe&ks and hope this time someone 
will be there to go and the 
weather is good. Also the leader 
will need oil the help available 
for its a new trip foi him too. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

See your latest Issue of Long 
Trull News for all the informat- 
ion on the G.M.C, Annual meeting. 


Articles fer th* - next issue of 
Smoke <fc Blaze© ah -uld bo sent to 
3z<,ty Gilman, C Choetnui Ave. 
Jutland, yt. *fO-i latex than July 3, 
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SUGAR ON SNOW PART Y 
in Gilman 

On March 30 the Annual Sugar 
n Snow party was held at tho 
L vers allot Church- There was 
pproxlmately 55 people who caise 
enjoy the sugar on snow, dough* 
-uts t pickles, cc^Tee and milk, 
Vera Perkins and T, Valiqnette 
and Ruth LnBrako boiled the syrup 
down, Carols, Betsy, and Nancy 
Martin set the V-bles up. Last 
but not least Karoj.d Vail qua tte 
went to Klllington Basin uo get 
the snow and then packed the con- 
tainers as they were needed-. 

Mr. & Mr-3. Weston from Man- 
chester, Mr, K ago on and son- 
Jeffry, from SprJ.ngfJ.eld, Fetor 
Perkins and family from Holy 
Cros3 College v v- re some of the 
out of towners that attended, 

There was a number of regular?? 
that were unable to cone rxc the 
New England Trails Conference was 
held the same day in Ambers c„ 


MT. M COclIAMOO 
*2*c c Ct 


Leader Terry G?ii:Lck picked, a 
rugged mountain for us to ztnxt 
In on after a long winter lav off. 

Seventeen people began the hike 
and as we climbed we spread out 
with everyone setting their own 
pace. A number of lookouts on the 
ledges overlooking Lake Dunmore 
proved perfect rest stops. 

At last the ledges and cliffs 
proved j”sf. too much for Rascal 
so she and Wes sat down to rest 
and await our return. 

The highest cliffs had perfect 
examples to show that at one time 
it must have been the shore of an 
inland sea. 

At the summit we ate, enjoyed 
the view of the Green Mt3„ „ and 
Adirondack's and locked down on 
Silver Lake with ice stll. 1 around 
the shore and held our brea th as 
Mr. Mayo on. did some serious rock 
climbing while Mr. Ba^andall 


acted as anchor man. 

This hike was well worth the 
effort and now that once again 
the Klllington Section has visited 
it we shall try to climb it from 
the way Cralgue Perkins suggests 
this fail. 

LONG mATXJWEWS 

(j a iOOT-l/ 


On May 8 the current issue of 

the Long Trail News was mailed. 

If any members of the Klllington 

Section failed to receive a copy 

wlthrn a rear enable time please 

notify the Secretary so our 

mailing address list maybe 

corrected, 

# 

CLARENDON LODGE 
Uf "Scott 


On a nice warm sunny day in 
April e Mark Pfenning, Cralgue, 
Mar?/ and Churchill net to hike 
to Clarendon. Due to tho email 
crowd ana other work the Perkins 
family left f or horns and the 
rest of us left for a hike. 

After Xu non Mrs, Kirk walked 
up to visit the shelter for the 
first time in many years - 

We hope that Mrs. Kirk will 
be able to go with us up to Gov. 
Clement this year end hoi]) us 
identify all tns wild flowers 
as she did lent time. That made 
a very Intel es ting trip. 

E A3TE?. V1CATT ON TB TP 
C, Scott 

Cn Wednesday April 1?, Wilbur 
Weston,, Doc Howard, Churchill 
Scout and Pascal set ovt for the 
Jay' Peak Area with plane to stay 
at Jny Camp. 

Along the way the discussion 
wont ag* lr.se o?iec bettor judge- 
ment and wo finally dro^e all 
the way to the Sargent Farm and 
stayed at Journey 5 s End, 

After a good supper „ dishes 
were washed ar.d lights t-urned 
olf early, A good rest was had 
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untll 1:00 A.M. when the temper- 
ature dropped to below 32 degrees 
and we had to get up and build 
another fire to warm up, all the 
while feeling happy we did not 
go to Shooting Star ao someone 
had suggested. 

Morning finally came and after 
a hearty breakfast wo loaded the 
car, Wes & Churchill hiked back 
up to the Border and South to 
Routs 105 , The weather wap clear, 
cool and beautiful . At post # 53-2 
one could see the border stretch- 
ing over the mountain to the Wcct 
A 2 hour hike took four house for 
snow made the walking ver.y slow. 
We were able to skirt moot of it 
but it was up to shoulder depth 
in some larger drifts. 

Driving to Jay Camp the 
weather stayed perfect. After a 
short nap, wood was cut, supper 
made and air mattresses and rV.^n 
rubber pads were discuss ad, 

A short walk to the Atlas 
Lumber Company’s open front camp 
overlooking Route 242 ended the 
days activities. 

This camp gavo us a perfect 
nights rest and we have grown 
very attached to it again this 
year. Everything 13 Just right. 

The night was spent very com- 
fortably and after a hearty 
breakfast everyone decided the 
trail could wait so we walked 
the lift up to fay Peak., A short 
but steep climb and at last we 
ploked a way over rocks, ncor.es, 
and boulders between patches of 
snow to tho top. 

Then as we enjoyed lunch we 
soaked up the sunshine and 
identified mountains. Mt. Royal, 

& Montreal to the North, Bread- 
loaf to the South, White Mts. to 
the east and Adirondacks to the 
West, 

Walking back down the tractor 
road plans were made to come 
again to Jay Camp and enjoy it 
once more 


SUNNYSIDE 
C. Scott 

Before the day was over four- 
teen people had enjoyed the hot 
drinks from our 30 year old coffee 
pot. 

Mr. Weldon cf Castleton, Mr. 
Weston of Manchester and Susan 
Torbell and her group from 
Wallingford were among those who 
spent the day at Sunny side. 

This onr.p is in pretty good 
shape but as usual tnere arc a 
Tot of odds and ends that should 
be done. 

After lunch a circle trip to 
the clearing and over the hill 
to chock the register ended the 
days walk, 

A SCUTNEY D ' \Y HIKE & ECNIC MAY 4 
By: Herbert G, Ogden 

In spite of soggy skies, a 
consistent forcast of day-long 
showers end a mountain top 
shrouded in low lying clouds, 
close to 200 peopl e and 6 dogs 
climbed Mount. Asoutney on ATA 
trails last Saturday to mark the 
2nd Annual Asoutney Day Hike & 
Picnic put on by the Ascutney 
Trails Association. Attendance so 
far exceeded expectations that 
picnic supplies were completely 
exhausted before the last several 
hikers arrived around 2 PM. The 
l v >6v attendance was only 60. 

The hikers were about equally 
divided between youngsters and 
adults, Harold Austin, ?2, of 
Woodstock, was again the oldest 
to make the climb. His only com- 
ment: he wished the ATA had not 
made the Windsor Trail just that 
little bit steeper and longer than 
last year! Honor for being the 
youngest went to David Pieter 
Hoekstra, 3* of Hanover, There 
were several 5 and 6 year old 
hikers, including Richard 
Burroughs, 5 . of Brownsville, who 
had been the youngest on the 1°67 
hike. Most traveled trail was the 
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Windsor, followed by the Browns- 
ville, then the Weathers field. 

In spite of the gloomy skies 
and forecast, there was not even 
one shower, although the ATA had 
provided canopy shelter just in 
case. The clouds lifted around 
noon and the sun even showed 
from time to time. Hanson Carroll 
of Norwich, one of Vermont. f s best- 
known photographers, was on hand 
all day taking pictures for a 
possible Vermont Life magazine 
feature . 

All picnic supplies, prepared 
under the supervision of Picnic 
Chairman Deane Milligan of 
Windsor, were packed up from the 
motor road parking lot by ATA 
members. The picnic was free to 
all who cared to make the climb, 
although several contributed on 
the spot toward expenses. Food 
was either donated by ATA members 
or bought out of funds raised by 
dues, donations or the sale of 
Guide Bpoks, Contributions to 
help support the 1969 Picnic and 
other ATA activities may be sent 
to Sec*y-Tre^sure'c Ralph Bissell, 
90 State St., Windsor, Vt. 

SPEC IAL-END-T O-E HD- TRIP 
C. Scout 

On May 24, 25, 26 a special 
trip will be made to Jay Car.p 
for the purpose of allowing folks 
to work on their End-to-End award. 

The group will leave the home 
of W. Churchill Scott, 132 Maple 
St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 at 4:30 
P.M. Friday May 24. Travel to 
Jay Camp set up headquarters 
there and spend Sat. and Sunday 
hiking the Long Trail. 

Some young folks from the 
Montreal Area may be hiking with 
us so lets have a good turn out 
and see how many miles we can 
cover. 

For any more details please 
contact W. Churchill Scott. 


ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE KIL- 
LINGTON SECTION AS OF MAY 10 

Helen Bailey 
Bennett Bell 
Miriam Bell 
Harrison A. Brann 
Wilman Day 
Virginia Day 
Helen Frink 
Francis Greene 
Wiilian Gragen 
Dorothy liegeman 
Florence Ht-rrick 
Marsh Herrick 
H. Minerva Hinchey 
James H. Howard 
Harold Johnson 
Dorothy Johnson 
William Johnson 
Ruth LaBrake 
Paul Magoon 
Jeffry Magoon 
Pearie Nichols 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelna Perkins 
Anne Perkins 
David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Tim Perkins 
Candace Scott 
Kim Soctt * 

Robert Scott 
Wilbur Weston 
Alien Wilcox 
Hanrld Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
John Valiquette 
Tom Valiquette 

y 
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COMING HIKES 

WHAT-- Canoe Trip 
WHEN? — Saturday July 13 
WHERE? — Otter Creak 

Our leader, Lloyd Weeks, has 
planned something different,, a 
canoe trip on the Otter Creek, 
Bring your lunch and something to 
float ini If you don’t have a 
canoe, borrow one. We will meet 
at Meldon School at 9:00 A.M. 

From there we will proceed to 
Florence where we will launch our 
boats for a thirteen mile paddle 
to the Fish and Game Access area 
on route 73 west of Brandon. 

Those preferring a shorter trip, 
7h mi., will find a good place to 
leave the water at trie covered 
bridge on the Florence road just 
south of Brandon, 

This is beautiful country with 
splendid mountain views. There 
are no dams or other hazards. The 
river meanders in a broad valley 
and has clear water and a sandy 
bottom. 

By: Betty Weeks 


ROLSTON «S REST 

WHEN— Sun. July 28. B. Rolston 
Leader. 

LEAVE — 9:00 A.M. Meldon School 


This will be a first time visit 
to the shelter built by the Long 
Trail Patrol to replace Noy,°s 
Pond, Ben Rolston our leader, 
will be at Gifford Wood Sat. and 
has suggested hiking from Route 
#4 to the Shelter end then down 
the Birch Road to Rcute#100 or 
down the South Pond Trail. 


MOUNT MANSFIELD 

WHEN— Sat. -Sun. Aug. 10 and 11, 
Leader - C. Scott 
LEAVE— 9; 00 A.M. Me? t don School 
Here is a good chance to hike 
the many trails on Vermont* 
highest Peak. Possibly may stay 
at Underhill State Park, visit 
Cantlliever Rock among other 
places. Derrick Dobbs of the 
Canadian Youth Hostel of Montreal 
has promised to have a group with 
us then, so let's make this a 
good hike with lots of members 
along. 


1968 G.M.C. INTERSECTIONAL 
Aug. 24 - Sspt. 2 

Each member should have a flyer 
| in the last issue of the Long 
Trail News describing ttiis annual 
1 affair. 


Lake Eden is a favorite spot of 
many of our members and this will 
be a good opportunity for many to 
work some more on their End-to- 
End. award. 


Articles for the next issue of 
"Smoke & Blazes" should be sent 
to Betty Gilman, 52 Chestnut Ave., 
Rutland, Vt. not later than Sept. 5 


WORK PARTIES 
By: C. Scott 


In view of the large amount of 
repair work to be done there will 
be work parties scheduled for each 
week-end a hike is not planned. 
Each shelter has a great amount of 
work needed to put them in sht-ps 
for the hiking season. 

Anyone wanting to help our 
section is urged to contact W. 
Churchill Soott, 122 hc-.ule St., 
Rutland, Vt, 05701. 

There have beer, a number of 
work parties recently, a new 
toilet house has been tui'J t at 
Tucker, thanks to Doc. Reward. 

Terry Gulick has left a party 
to the Swinging Bridge over KIT 1 
River where the cab'.: e work was 
painted, wood c re os o tod and extra 
fixtures end wire removed. 

Terry also led an overnight 
trip to Pico where the shelter was 
repaired and another trip to Or ash 
out the trail south of the Long 
Trail Lodge. 

Mr. Weldon and Mike Barrett 
spent a day at Gov. Clement 
cleaning up around the camp, 
replacing register and so. 

Thanks to Terry, Doc. Howard, 
Jamie Tarbell, Marc Pfenning, Kay 
(Howard, Cathy Welch, Sharon Atwood, 
J. Weldon, Mike Earrett, Kim Scott, 
[Prank Drake and any one else I*ve 
overlooked. 


PICO CAMP 


Rained out. 
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GOVERNOR CLEMENT 
By: C. Scott 

After a spell of wet weather 
all of the ambitious hikers left 
their cars at the Lower Cold 
River Road and hiked over the 
trail to Gov. Clement. Mrs. Howard 
drove our supplies to the camp 
where Mrs. Weeks and her daughter 
. and grandchildren already had a 
fire going. 

The wet feet and clothing were 
soon dry and a good meal was 
eaten as we all discussed plans 
for cur coming Canoe Trip down 
the Otter Creek. 

This fine shelter was in very 
good shape and the new bunks, 
fireplace and roof make this one 
of our best camps at the present 
time. 


0KEM0 MOUNTAIN TRIP - Cancelled 
Replaced by Sunnyside Camp 
By: Michael Barrett 


After a brief but lively dis- 
cussion we decided to hike to 
Sunnyside in a group of eight. 

Cr. the wet but enjoyable trip we 
met Churchill Scott trave\jng 
r << rth with girl rcouts, w* ex- 
c hanged HeJlc-s and talked briefly, 
or? arrival we had one man go ahead 
! \o build the fire. The shelter 
.v.s fairly clean with ample supply 
of wood. Before leaving we fixed 
v.p the camp leaving supply of 
wood and cleaning inside and out. 
The trip was pleasant and enjoyed 
by all. 


TINMOUTH 
By: C. Scott 

Once again we failed to roach 
our objective. It seems as though 
this mountain is a Jinx to us. 

After days of rain and v;et 
weather the sun broke through and 
all concerned decided to go to the 
White Rocks picnic area. Here ve 
climbed the Ollffslae Trail and 
enjoyed the view of the slide and 
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across the valley to our original 
destination. 

Lunch was eaten and then Mrs . 
McKinney and Kathy took us up 
the Keywayden Trail a short ways 
then over to a series of very 
pretty waterfalls. This would be 
a perfect spot for a cooling dip 
on a hot August day. 


A quote from a May 22nd letter 
received by Herbert Ogden from 
his son, who Is now spending his 
junior year In college at the 
University of Munich. 

8 Munich 13 

Hesstrasse 77 

German Federal Republic 

" On Saturday we took part In 
the Fruh jahrmarsch around the 
Starnberger See (alias Wi:rm See) 
about 30 km south cf here. It-s a 
50 km walk all around the lake, 
sponsored by the German Automobile 
Club and the Munich Abend- eltung. 
I’d known about It for some time, 
but never decided If I wanted to 
go, ’till Bob asked me if I’d like 
to Friday night. So I accepted and 
got up at 4 AM like the rest of 
them. We drove down in Bob’s VW. 
Started at 6 and finished (very- 
finished, too) at 5’15 PM or sc. 
Walking time was 10 hours. The 
walk is 6 years old; It was In- 
spired by the New Frontier 50- 
mlle hike! And I’d assumed it was 
some good, old German tradition 
or the like. Over 12,000 (yes, 
over twelve thousand) took part, 
and over 9»000 made it all the 
way. If you were registered before- 
hand you got a medal, but Said and 
I, having done It on the spur of 
the moment, got nothing. The 
scenery is sort of boring and It 
rained off and on but we bad fun 
Incredible: 'till the 30 ton ma^lr 
there was an unbroken line of 
people. Even after that you could 
always see 20 or so and were con- 
stantly passing or being passed. 


Too crowded for my taste, really, 
but fun to do once* All manner of 
people, except for the very young, 
were there. I guess most of the 
crowd was out of Its teens and 
there were even a good number of 
distinctly old people — even a 
few old ladlesl And they had all 
manner of crummy shoes that I 
couldn’t have taken for 5 tons. I 
guess some of them must get in 
condition beforehand, though. We 
sang a good deal at the beginning, 
as did some others. Bob and I 
know some German songs and Said 
and Folker knaw many American ones, 
so we had a grand old time dredg- 
ing back into our fading knowledge 
of US folks songs and the like. 

The best marching songs proved to 
be Yankee Doodle and the Battle 
Hymn of the Republic. Around 10 
tons from the end when we were all 
feeling pretty poorly, we started 
singing again as a distraction. 

That time we were singing alone. 

We finally limped across the 
finish line and took a taxi to 
where the car was parked, about 
a mile away. We were pretty deore- 
3t lot staggering from the car 
o the dorm, too. I ate supper 
and vent to bed for 12 hours ; 
some Just went straight to bed." 


List of new members since last 
issue of Smoke and Blazes. 

Catherine Howard 
Doris Nevton 
Caroline Parmenter 


t 
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COWING HIKES 


COVERED DISH SUPPER 


BOURNE POND 

LEADER: C. Scott 

WHEN: Sat-Sun. Sept. 14-15 

MEET: Meldon School Area 9:00 A.M. 

Here Is a chance to cover the 
trail from Grout Job north to Pros- 
pect Rock visiting tho now Vends! L 
and two Bourne Pond She] tors stay- 
ing overnight at the Pond. Lets 
have a good turnout and add some 
end-to-end mileage. 


EAST MOUNTAIN 

LEADER: H. Vallquette 
WHEN: Sun. Sept. 29, 

nEET: Meldon School Area 10:00 A.M. 

The foliage season should be 
underway to make this trip an extra 
special one to an old favorite peak.. 


BAKER PEAK 

WHEN: Sunday October 6 

i-.EET: Meldon School Area 9:00 A.M. 

LEADER: R. Roberts 

Mr. Roberts of Springfield has 
offered to act as leader on this 
trip. So let's have everybody there 
to enjoy the views, foliage and new 
shelter at Griffith Lake. 


WHEN: Saturday October 19, 6:00PM 
WHERE: Beechwood-Perkins Lane Ext. 

Once again through the kind- 
ness cf the Perkins family we are 
all Invited to have our covered 
dish supper at Beechwood. This 
annual affair has grown to be one 
of cur big events of the year so 
lets all cone early to enjoy a 
few fall walks or at 6:00 to eat. 


MT. NONADNOCK 

WHEN: Sundnj, November 3 
WHERE: Meldon School Area 9: A.M. 
LEADER: T, Guile k 

This time an out of state hike 
is planned for all of the eager 
members. The peak Is a large 
bare rock strewn area and If 
good weather rrevails It should 
be an enjoyable trip. 

If sene of the Springfield 
folks go perhaps we can learn 
nore of the cold weather rescue 
they participated in a few years 
ago. 


Articles for the next issue of 
T, 3mcko & Blares" should be sent 
to Betty Gilman, 52 Chestnut Ave. , 
Rutland, Vt. November 6 or 7. 
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CANOE TRIP 
By: Betty Weeks 

A beautiful day, July 13, 
brought a surprising number of 
enthusiastic canoeists out for 
the trip on the Otter Creek. 
Fourteen canoes and twenty eight 
people enjoyed the delightful 
journey from Florence Village to 
the Fishing Access area on route 
73 west of Brandon. 

Finally the last of the canoes 
were launched, after placing ctv. s 
both at the access area and a u 
point near Dean bridge, for Ihosr. 
who preferred a shorter trip. At 
first there was a good current 
and the canoes sped along under 
a covered bridge and then on 
down the winding river. Great 
trees lined the banks, hanging 
out over the creek to make a 
shaded archway. There was a cool 
breeze making an otherwise hot 
day, delightful. Occasionally a 
muskrat swam ahead only to dive 
under water or disappear in a 
hole In the bank. A mother duck, 
pretending a broken wing, lured 
us away from her brood of duck- 
lings. Occasionally we had views 
of the Green Mountains to the 
east but usually the banks of the 
creek were too high for us to see 
them. 

We stopped for lunch and to 
stretch the stiff end aching lags 
In a cow pasture near Dean B.rlJgo r 
south of Brandon, Here wo made 
coffee and enjoyed visiting with 
some of our guests, among whom 
were other G.M.C. members: 

Sanborn Partridge, a life member 
from Proctor, and William Willis 
Jr,, a member at large, who drove 
down from St. Albans to enjoy the 
trip. Here three canoes left the 
water while the others continued 
on to finish the 13 mile trip. 

A sense of seclusion pervades 
the Otter Creek, the only time 
we saw or heard automobiles was 
Just before we reached the access 
area where Route 73 follows the 
winding river. 


Soon after 3 P.M. the last 
canoe was pulled up the steep, 
muddy bank. In spite of weary 
muscles, everyone agreed that a 
oanoe trip should be an annual 
affair. 


; -HOLS TON REST 
By: Ben Rolston 

Ray Seoor and I waited in the 
rain, or. Route. 4 at the Tucker 
Lodge shortcut, for the main 
group of Ktllington hikers. The 
way the weather looked, we really 
didn't cvpect anyone. But soon 
a jeep truck appeared, occupied 
by Doc Howe ed and Churchill Scott. 

True to tradition, the hike 
must go on. But after a short 
consulatlon, Doc offered to drive 
us up the private Noyes Pond road, 
thus getting us to Rolston Rest 
shelter without the soggy walk 
In the rain via Tucker Lodge and 
Willard Gap. 

We went around to Route 100, 
and up Mr. Burch ; s road. But 
wait a minute-- this wh 3 to be a 
hike. Why were we riding? So a 
compromise was agreed upon. We 
would go as far as the barrier 
(altho the chain was. open} and 
walk the rest of the we.y. Thus 
we wouldn't be oh eating (or at 
least wa '* d only be half cheating). 

So we parked at the chain. The 
rain had stopped! We hiked the 
remaining distance up the road 
and than the cut off to the 
shelter, Firomaster Secor got a 
conflagration going in the fire- 
place and we all had hot drinks 
with our assorted lunches. 

After a relating sojourn at 
the shelter, we went back to the 
road and hiked up to Noyes Pond 
to see Mr. Burch's beautiful 
home. After a brief visit with 
Mrs. Burch, , we began the descent 
to the parked truck. 

Just as we arrived, the heavens 
opened up. Call it liquid sun- 
s',.- re :• •>> o.torer you wish. But 
••t ie i:\ the epen back 
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end of a truck, slowly descending 
a rough road, during a cloudburst? 

Sorry more members didn't Join 
us. It WAS a nice hike. Only the 
RIDE was wet I 


MANSFIELD OVERNIGHT 
By: Terry Gullck 

The Mt. Mansfield overnlghter 
saw four hearty souls climbing 
over the highest mountain In 
Vermont In early August. With 
headquarters at Taft Lodge, Terry 
Gullck and 3 guests observed the 
sun setting from the summit, ex- 
plored the cave of the winds and 
other points of interest and met 
a number of hikers and Burlington 
Section members. The Long Trail 
Patrol was on hand also repairing 
Taft Lodge. 

While rather noisy an Interest- 
ing sight was provided by a heli- 
copter lifting materials from the 
base to the top of the new ski 
lift site. 


BUFPUM-JUST REMINISCING 
By: Ben Rolston 

Of the three nights that I 
camped at the old 3uffum Shelter, 
perhaps the most memorable one 
was a rainy November night. I 
walked up the road with full pack, 
by flashlight, with a bundle of 
dry wood under one arm and t >e 
other holding a big umbrell A 
small fire, a hot meal, and 
slumber. 

Then came progress. In 19&1 the 
Kllllngton Section built Buffum 
Lodge to replace the poor old 
shelter, which was badly showing 
Its age of 39 years. 

This luxurious new lodge put 
a new dimension Into overnight 
camping. Perhaps the most remem- 
bered acceptance of its hospital- 
ity was the New Year's weekend 
when Ray Secor and I spent three 
nights there. 

In between uttlng firewood 
and cooking exotic meals (such 


as homemade beef stew, baked 
potatoes, baked apples, puddings, 
and sparerlbs and sauerkraut), 
we entertained members of the 
Kllllngton Section on their annual 
winter trip, and built a new out- 
house, The latter project was 
Interrupted by frequent trips to 
the lodge to stoke the fire, warm 
our hands* and stir the stew. Our 
new sign proclaimed our work of 
art at Buffum Annex. 

Our last special overnlghter to 
Buffum Lodge was on Ray's last 
weekend before he left for four 
years In the U.S. Navy. Buffum 
had sentimentality added to Its 
charm. 

I spent a total of 13 nights 
at Buffum Lodge (none of them In 
the summer months.) Then in Novem- 
ber, 1966 someone had a careless 
moment. A spark, a flame, and It 
was all over. Buffum Lodge had 
burned to the ground. 

Buffum has many memories, the 
1 intangible, physical evidence 
I leaves me with only a couple of 
color slides, and the door handle 
which I retrieved from the ashes 
some time after the fire. 

As I view the site, and see 
the faithful little brook of pure 
water, and witness the mighty hem- 
locks overhead, and hear the chick- 
adees in the nearby forest, I have 
a vision of a NEW Buffum arising 
from the ashes. Not a cabin, but 
a simple open shelter, where once 
again hikers may sit by the fire- 
side, gaze through the hemlock 
branches into the heavens above, 
and be Inspired by the serenity 
of this site. I hope my vision 
becomes a reality. 


PRESIDENTS' NOTES 

Many thanks to Individuals and 
groups who assisted In work done 
on the Kllllngton Section of the 
Trail. There Is still work to do, 

- but several improvements have been 
made this summer. NewSLgns, a new 
roof and ouohouse at Tucker, maln- 
1 tenants work at Pico, tv&ll clear- 
1 ing in a couple of spot3 up Pico, 
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WORK PARTIES 
By: C« Scott 


and some clearing and "bridge n 
work over swampy areas between 
Pico and Killlngton are a few of 
the activities undertaken. 

On the other side of the coin. 
Clarendon is showing signs of 
wear and Sunnyslde went up in 
flames late In August. The direct- 
ors will be faced with deciding 
what to do as a replacement for 
both this camp and Buff urn. 

Trail usage Is increasing. 
Membership is 1 no. 'easing. Vanda - 
lism appears to ca .so. Tills 
creates newer and ;::>:-.e probi.cot- 
for G.M.C. but with the enthusi- 
asm and support of she many mem- 
bers we shall carry on! 

It. was great to sue the number 
of Killlngton Section member; 
the Intersectlonal this year, if 
you’ve never been- plan on It 
next year. The 1969 chairman 3s 
getting started with plans alr^sd'/ 

In the now activities scheduj 
you will note the annual meeting 
date has been changed. It Is 
hoped that temperature and 
weather will be more conducive to 
traveling at this time, Hope you 
agree. Have a happy autumn! 


ANOTHER ITEM OF INTEREST 

GMC'ers are watching 86 year 
old Frederick W. Leuhring of 
Swarthmore, Penna. complete the 

Long Trail. 

Having completed the A. T. 5 
years ago the retired professoi 
is hoping to becoming the next 
Vt. end-to-ender. He hopes to 
arrive at the Long Trail Lodge 
by Mid-September. 

During the Intersection, 

Dr. Leuhring hiked some 50 miles 
In the northern part of Vermont. 

His current trek started at 
the Lamoille River near Johnson. 


Once again summer is drawing 
to a close and we must sum up all 
we have done and all we mus t db to 
get all of our shelters repaired 
and tightened up for the winter. 

The trails have all been checked 
and worked. Rout e #140 to the 
Lower Cold River Road by Ben 
Rolston, Lower Cold River Road to 
Cooper Ledge by Herb C glen, . l 
in ac.cition to all his wciJfc 
As or. ,ey Mt. and Kiiilngtc vo 
• It’-. .Mus Juggernaut ar.*d >h: kws- 
| bury rails by The Farm and Wilder- 
' res- Comps. 

.-jurnydlde has nsJ roof pc -..or. -d , 

Clarendon-needs reef prtoh 
mar 7 new windows, a nvr to lie- 
I ho'-v-.o >nd creosote. 

Get/, Clement- In good cion, 

, Pico- needs creosote, new sieve 
and roof patched. 

Tucker- has had ..aw j-.r, voof.. 
Thanks to Lee Howard. It still 
J needs major repair work ;s 
: new stove. 

Swinging Bridge- nee.a. a worn: 

1 party to halt erosion •. • 
i bridge supports. 

Ir. view of all the irdad w Gir- 
th e Trails and Shelters Committee 
will have work parties on every 
week-end that hikes are not 
planned. 

If anyone is able to help they 
i may contact W. Churchill Scott, 
i 132 Maple 3 . , Rutland, Vermont. 

Schedule of Work Parties. 

Sat., Sept, 21. Swinging Bridge 
at Mill River. 

Sat., Oct. 12, Sunnyslde. 

Sat., Oct. 26, Tucker 


t 

1 


1 
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OUTING SCHEDULES 
By: C. Scott 

The Fall and Winter schedules 
are enclosed. If any additional 
copies are wanted they may be 

obtained from Churchill Scott, 
Harold Vallquette or Craigue 
Perkins. Let's get behind the folks 
who have offered to lead the hikes 
and come out for some fresh air 
and sunshine. 


LONG TRAIL NEWS 
By: Scott 

The August issue of the Long 
Trail News was mailed on Wed,, 
Sept. 4. If within a reasonable 
time your copy is not received 
please notify W. Churchill Scott, 
132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
so that our mailing list can be 
brought up to date. 




SUNNYSIDE 
By: C. Scott 

Sometime on Thursday P.M. or 
Friday A.M. Aug. 22 or 23 Sunny- 
side was completely destroyed by 

fire of unknown origin. 


NEW MEMBERS 

Jack Martin 
Janet Martin 
Betsy Martin 
Carol Martin 
Nancy Martin 
David Martin 
Tom Martin 
Janet Merrick 
Jc Ann Steele 
Hubei j Lary 
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COMING HIKES 

STONY BROOK SHELTER 

WHEN: Sat. Nov. l6 f 9:00 A.M. 

Mr. Hedrick Cahee of Sprlngfielc. 
will lead this trip over the Appal- 
achian Trail from the shelter for 
about 4 miles west to the River 
Road In Sherburne, Vt. 


PICO CAMP 

WHEN: Sun. Dec. 1, 10:00 A.M. 

Betty Gilman our editor Is In 
charge of this hike. If there is 
not too much snow let's make this 
a combined work and hike trip. 


BIRD MT. 

WHEN: Sat. Dec. 14, 9:00 A.M. 

This season the outing commit- 
tee was fortunate to have Mr, 

Frink offer to lead this trip to 
Bird Mt. and explain to us all the 
many interesting geology format- 
ions of this area. Let's have 


everyone turn out for this outing. 


TUCKER LODGE 

WHEN: Sun. Dec. 29, 6:00 P.M. 

Note the evening starting time 
and Kevin Hoge.n has promised 
enough doughnuts for everyone to 
go with the hot drinks. We can 
use some help to go up early in 
the day to cut wood and warm the 
camp up. Any hands raised? 


SUNNYSIDE 

WHEN: Sat. Jan. 11, 9:00 A.M. 

One of our newer members "Doc" 
Howard has offered to lead this 
hike. The only question will be 
the weather and snow condi tiers 
to see where vre'll go. Let's hope 
for warm sunshine and perhaps we 
can look over the spot for our 
new Sunnyside. 


Articles for the next issue of 
"Smoke & Blazes" should be sent 
to Betty Gilman, 52 Chestnut Ave. 
Rutland, Vt, No later than Jan. 1 
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EAST MOUNTAIN 
By: Margot McKinney 

Sunday, September 29 was one 
of those days of which Robert 
Frost says that a cloud across 
the sun can make a difference of 
one whole month In temperature 
and mood. When the sun was out, 
summer was back for an Instance, 
when it disappeared behind the 
extraordinarily thick, black and 
frequent clouds. Thanksgiving 
seemed near. 

The Initial gathering at the 
usual meeting place seemed meager 
but by the time we left the cars 
at that certain spot known only 
to Mr. Vallquette, the party had 
swelled to 16 people. 

The ascent was accomplished 
nicely, especially by the two 
youngest members who were only 
five years old. Good show, John 
and Tessa. 

At the top the view was the 
first point of Importance, the 
second to get out of the sharp 
wind which made the climbers 
shiver. While the fire crackled 
under the venerable coffee pot r 
Mr. Vallquette, assisted by Terry 
Gullok and some of the younger 
hikers put up a brand new edition 
of his famous red flag which can 
be seen all the way down In 
Rutland. 

An astonishing variety of re- 
freshments were produced around 
the fire. Including sardines, 
cleverly speared with a forked 
stick. There was some good talk 
of old times as well as planning 
of new hikes and after the last 
spark was doused, the desoent 
began. Again the youngsters did 
very well, needing only occas- 
ional help to negotiate tree 
trunks and puddles. One of the 
puddles turned out to be a spring,, 
seeping out fast enough to provide 
♦ jxxfei on*> txwoler with drinking 
water. On the last stretch across 
a swampy meadow the sun came out 
again and made the hikers wish it 
could have been out up there on 
the top of East Mountain. 


BAKER PEAK TRIP 
By: Richard Roberts 

Sunday October 6 was the occas- 
ion of the Baker Peak trip. Nine- 
teen hikers from the Springfield 
and Rutland areas Joined in an 
enjoyable outing. The air was 
brisk reminding us that fall Is 
well on its way finally after a 
warm September. The foliage was 
not at its peak but color was 
beginning to show in many of the 
maple stands. 

The hike commenced on U.S.F.S. 
road #10 East of Danby at Long 
Trail South. Just across the 
swinging bridge we passed a troop 
of Boy Scouts from Charlestown, 

New Hampshire traveling North. 

At this point It was most Inter- 
esting to view the remains of the 
old Charcoal kilns. These are 
located close to the Junction of 
the two trails. It Is hard to 
picture Industry that these repre- 
sent being In operation so far 
off what we today consider the 
beaten path. 

Lost Pond shelter was the site 
of our lunch with coffee from the 
famous coffee pot. It would be 
Interesting to know how many trips 
this pot has made, (Is It an End 
to Ender) . The afternoon saw us 
journey along the trail to Baker 
Peak to view the peaceful valley 
below. A tremendous panarama. 

Our Journey down the Baker 
Peak and Lake trail took us 
through beautiful, peaceful and 
clean forests. (Is this why we 
have Ben's Bathtub). Our only con- 
cern at this point was the disa- 
ppearance of 4 of our Boy Scouts, 
But experience scouts and Churchill 
Soott went to the rescue round i.ng 
them up at Griffith Lake, Our cay 
ended with all accounted for. 


BAKER PEAK 

I By: Vera Perkins 

Nineteen two-legged hikters and 
' one dog were on hand for the trip 
to Baker Peak on Sunday, Oct. 6th, 
The hike was lead by Mr. Roberts, 
one of our Springfield members 
and four other Springfield members 
participated. 

Original plans were to start 
hiking where the Trail crosses 
the Danby - Mt. Tabor road going 
south to Lost Pond Shelter and 
Baker Peak, thence to Griffith 
Lake and down the Lake Trail to 
Rte. 7. Here a car was stationed 
to take the drivers back to th^lr 
cars at the starting point. This 
would make a total hike of about 
10 miles. This seemlike quite a 
jaunt to some of us considering 
a late start, but not daunted we 
set forth. 

We started in over the Forest 
Service suspension bridge. Tnis 
Is quite a bridge by the way and 
worth seeing. Just beyond the 
bridge we made a side trip of a 
few hundred yards to visit the 
site of one of the old charcoal 
kilns which used to operate In 
this area. 

It was a perfect hiking day. 

The air had a bit of a fall snap, 
the trees were showing enough 
color to shed a bright light which 
was reflected by the color of the 
leaves already on the ground - 
and NO BUGS. One of the best times 
of year to be In the woods. 

Lunch stop was at Lost Pond 
Shelter and here It was decided 
to omit Griffith Lake and go di- 
rectly down from Baker Peak, So 
a leisurely lunch time was enjoyed 
before continuing our journey. 

Baker Peak was Inspiring as al- 
ways with Its rocky summit afford- 
ing a fine view of the valley co 
the west. 

The trek down the Lake Trail 
seemed longer to some of us than 
we remembered it. but finally we 
did arrive at the waiting car, 

Here we found we were missing 3 
of our number who apparently 


failed to get the word of the 
change of plans and had gone on to 
Griffith Lake. 

Eventually however, the party 
was all collected and arrived 
home safe and sound although some- 
what later than expected. 

It was a good trip and thanks 
go to Mr. Roberts for arrangements 
and driver transportation botv*cK#nr 
points . 

The following information on 
the operations of charcoal kilns 
which appeared In an article In 
the April 1885 Issue of Outlook 
Magazine may be of interest. The 
writer, J. K. Chapin had recently 
visited this site and described a 
kiln as follows: 

"Walls of hard brick are 12 
Inches thick and kilns are from 
25 to 30 feet in diameter; 12 feet 
high to the crown and about a 7 
foot crown with a circular opening 
In It about 5 ft. In diameter. The 
only other opening besides the ven 
Is a door closed by a heavy slab 
of iron. Floor is of clay and well 
tamped. Foundations are well grout 
before beginning to build as kilns 
expend when heated and contract 
when cooled. 

Tnree tiers of vents the size 
of a brick are left in the walls 
to draw the fire back and forth - 
120 vents to each kiln - called 
waist, knee and ankle vents. 

Logs to be burned are piled in 
two tiers, filling the kiln to 
within 3 root of tvio - ro wn - logs 
radiate from the center a 

space of about 4 ft. Is filleci ; 
soft light wood for kindling. 

A rag saturated with kerosene 
on a pole Is used for lighting. 

The door Is then closed, the thlnr' 
or Iron plate. Is placed over the 
opening In the crown and the char 
ring process goes on for 1C to 1? 
day 3 regulated by the opening ano 
closing of the vents around the 
base of the kiln. " 

The article gave much mere de- 
tail and an interesting diagram 
but tb'3 r urmary may give those 
inheres* ted a general Idea of "how 
It was done'. 
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It was estimated It took 14 
days to burn a kiln - 2 to fill, 
10 to burn and 2 to cool. Before 
leaving to cool the body of kiln 
was thoroughly white-washed and 
crown covered with coal tar to 
make air tight. 


MT. ASCUTNEY WEW SHELTER 
By: Herbert G. Ogden 

The Ascutney Trail Association 
reports that a shelter is now 
ready for use on the Windsor Trail 
on Mt. Ascutney. Located at the 
Upper Spring (above the famous 
Half Way Spring) and named The Leg 
Shelter, it is a 12* x 14* open 
face type, with back wall and one 
end of heavy spruce logs cut on 
the site; a vertical rock slab 
serves as the other end. Against 
the slab is a fireplace and 12 : 
chimney, built of stones stone- 
boated down from the bank above. 
Cutting of a few trees has opened 
up a pleasant view to the north- 
east, featuring the Trafton 
Holsington farm. 

Construction, begun on Memorial 
Day of this year, was completed ca 
September 18th, save for finishing 
touches, such as caulking, grading, 
construction of a proper privy , 
etc. Folks wishing to help cut 
during tne remainder of the fall 
may call Richard Burroughs (404- 
33^4), Paul Magoon (685-40.*#) or 
Herbert Ogden (436-4452), S one 20 
ATA Shirtsleeve Members, under the 
general direction of airetcu- mason 
& cabin builder Odgen. worked on 
the project. Almost one ton of 
mortar mix, some 400 pounds of 
metal roofing and all the tcolc 
were back -packed or trundled m 
from the Motor Road parking lit. 
up to Castle Rock then down the 
Windsor Trail — a total of one and 
one fifth miles. All the roofing 
was donated by Ronald Clo.y, through 
his son, Arnold Clay, a member of 
the ATA Board. The Frost Lumoer 


Company of Woodstock helped by 
granting a discount on the mortar 
mix. 

Among those working on the pro- 
ject were Richard Burroughs and 
family, Arnold Clay, Gus Aldrich, 
Robert Ely, Randy Spooner, Herbert 
Ogden, Paul Magoon, Jeffry Magocn, 
Eugene Ely, Mark Rivers, Francis 
Greenwood, Tom Ward, Kenneth Hatch 
Melvin Hatch, Gary Burke, Michael 
Georg, Thomas Sltsch, Paul Masr.ie 
and son. 

The Log Shelter now becomes 
the property of the State of Ver- 
mont. since it is on State land. 

It will be maintained by the ATA, 
as are all the hiking trails on 
the Mountain. Besides completing 
the Shelter, the ATA has also re- 
opened che original route of tho 
Windsor Trail from the Half Way 
Spring to the Upper Spring, and 
back onto the present Windsor 
'Trail. In addition, a new 3ide 
trail has been opened from Blood 
Rock back up on to the Windsor 
Trail above the Spring switchbacks 

The three trails (Windsor, 
Brovrnsvllle, Weathers fie] d) are 
well travelled, Regis ton's. located 
toward the top of each one. show 
a total of 99? signatures, as of 
September 5th. Many hikers do not 
bother to sign, especially on 
repeat trips. Well rjer half the 
signatures are of you ngsters . Tne 
Windsor Trail, with around 450 9 
la the most popular, follow 3d by 
the Weathers field, Jl6 r and the 
Brownsville, 231. Folks wishing to 
support tho ATA with a $2,00 mom- 
berohS p or help as a Shirtsleeve 
member, may write to Richard 
burroughs, ATA Trees., Bor 82, 

Read i ng . 


COVERED DISH S UPPER 
By; Betty Gilman 

We all want to thank Vera 
Perkins for putting on the Annual 
Covered Dish supper which we.:: en- 
joyed by all. Tne re w&3 about 28 
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members that attended, some coming 
In the earlji afternoon so as to 
take a couple of short walks in 
the woods. 

Supper was served about 6:30 
and everyone ate all they could 
hold and then coming events were 
discussed for a short time. Vera, 
T. Vallquette, Ruth LaBrake and 
Eleanor Walker did the clean up 
work In the kitchen and then 
about 8 o’clock everyone decided 
to venture out In the rain to go 
home after having a wonderful time 
as usual. 


NEW MEMBERS 

John Allard 
Michael Barrett 
Richard Goldin 
W. Thomas Hall 
Kevin Hogan 
James Moore 
J. Allen Weldon 


NEW END-TO-ENDERS 

This summer has been very busy 
for folks working on their End-to- 
End Award. The following members 
of the Kllllngton Section have 
completed the Long Trail. 

Richard Goldin 
Richard Roberts 
Frances Roberts 
Charles Wener 
Alton Wilcox 

If there are any others please 
notify the editor of Smoke and 
Blazes. 
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COMING H IKES 

GOVERNOR CLEMENT 

WHEN: Sat. February 8 f 9:00 A.M. 

Doris Newton is the leader for 
this trip. If the weather is 
warm and sunny this will be a 
good chance to explore the many 
old roads In this area. 


MT. HANDLEY 

WHEN: Sun. February 23 , 10:00 A-M, 
C. Scott will lead this hike 
up this Taconic Mountain to a 
favorite ledge where very good 
views may be obtained. Snow shoes 
will be a must for this trip along 
with warm olothes and a hearty 
lunch . 


BLUERIDGE MOUNTAIN 

WHEN: Sat. March 15. 9:00 A.M. 

C. Perkins has promised many 
Interesting things to do today. 
We can snow-shoe, ski, slide or 
just loaf in the comfortable 


field house of Tall Timber. It 
will also be a good time to s^art 
thinking of a new series of hikes 
so your ouiing committee can draw 
up a new schedule. 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting will be 
held around March 1. The final 
plans axe not drawn up at tnis 
time but each member will be 
informed of the time and place 
as soon as possible. 


Please send the articles for 
the next "Smoke & Biases" to 
Betty Gilman ; 52 Chestnut Ave. , 
Rutland, Vt. No later than far. 
18. You can send them anytime 
before this date I promise I will 
not lose them. 
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STONY BROOK SHELTER 

Mr. Hedrick Cahee of Springfield 
and a group from there waited for 
over 45 minutes on Sat. Wov. 16 
to lead our section on a trip over 
the Appalachian Trail. Mo one 
showed up (this seems to be getting 
a habit) so everyone took an 
urban tour which turned into an 
expensive one according to one 
report. 

We want to thank hr. Cahee for 
his part and hope next time 
things will go better. 

By: Churchill Scott 

PICO CAMP 
By: B. Gilman 

The day was started by 
Churchill Scott and myself show- 
ing up and then about 10:30 we 
went to Doc Howards, When we got 
there we found It had been one of 
those days for him that everything 
seems to go wrong. 

Mr. Weston was up for the week- 
end and so after Mr. Howard had 
seen to everything we left to go 
Into Tucker to see how much work 
needed to be done before the moon- 
light hike and it was then decided 
It was hopeless to try and get it 
fixed up in time. 

The men built a fire outside of 
the shelter to heat the water for 
coffee and then after eating we 
returned to Doc Howards to look 
at some maps and then about. 3 o' 
clock we left there to go to 
Clement Shelter and pick up the 
stove pipe that was left behind 
by who ever walked off with the 
stove. 

BIRD MOUNTAIN 
By: James Prink 

December 14 was a very rainy 
slushy day. Harold Vallquette and 
I went to the rendezvous at 9=0° 
A.M. and talked with Churchill 
Scott, who passed by, said he 
could not go, and asked us If we 
wanted him to get us the Coffee 


Pot. We said ' Thank You, but no," 
and waited until 9:20 not really 
expecting anyone to show up in 
such miserable hiking weather. 

Harold and I took off for Gov. 
Clement Shelter and on the way I 
gave Harold a fine lecture on 
the geology and Petrology of Bird 
Mountain. He is now well qualified 
in the subject! 

We drove the Jeep through six 
Inches of slushy snow and Ice all 
the way to the shelter. We built 
a roaring fire in the big stone 
fireplace, and warmed our sand- 
wiches on the grille. Harold 
brought a large thermos of hot 
tea. 

After pleasant food and conver- 
sation in quiet peaceful surround- 
ings, we signed the register and 
drove back to route 4 heading 
East. 

At Kent Pond we took Thunder- 
brook Road down to the valley 
and headed North to where we 
joined Route ICO at the fish pond. 
From there we drove to Rochester, 
Vermont and wont all through that 
beautiful foothill section of the 
Green Mountains K"n;;n ns North 
Hoi] ow. 

On the way cut, we stepuef at 
the active Vsrd Antique quarry 
of the Vermont Marble Co, t nd 
described its geology, history, 
and quarrying processes to H-- cold. 
Verd Antique Is called Marble but 
It Is. serpentine produced when 
water from magmas changed basalt, 
peridotlto, dunite, and similar 
igneous rocks or when such water 
metamorphosed hornblende schists 
that once were sediments. 

Wo started for home over 
Eranion Gap, and from Brandon* 
took the western back road to 
Florence, Proctor arc Center 
Rutland. Just south of Previn-? on 
Route 3. we saw four dee? in out 
headlights, about to cross ;h‘ T 
road. All day in the woods, and 
the only dee:- s-uen -re re in tom- 
for the ■i'.yi 

We roaj.i.y had a gee 1 da y •rf. 

I'm sojry there were not more to 

enjoy it. 
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MOONLIGHT HIKE 
3ys C. Scott 

This was changed from Tucker 
to Clarendon Lodge due to the 
very poor condition of the former 
shelter (windows missing, no stove 
pipe, and the stove in disrny.) 

There was only one car for 
11 hikers so one load went to 
the parking area but due to the 
heavy snow of the previous day 
the spot was net usable so the 
best thing we decided to do was 
come home and try again some 
better day. 

CLARENDON LODGE 
By: C. Scott 

Mary Perkins (leader) must be 
the magic word for on a beautiful 
day in January around 20 folks 
walked into Clarendon Lodge. 

The Cahees, Roberts, Weeks ar.d 
Mrs. Herrick of Springfield, Majirl 
Winturrl of Fitchburg, Ray Secor 
of Schenectady and Mr Weston cf 
Manchester with Rascal were among 
the out of town folks. 

Some cut wood, others built the 
fire, fixed the shelter but in a 
short while the pot was boiling 
and everyone began to eat and talk. 

Plans were talked over about 
the new shelters we must build 
this year, hikes on the trail for 
End to End awards and new places 
to visit on the Spring and Summe' 
schedule. 

In spite of all the help the 
stove pipe was still not taken 
care of so it was stored away to 
be finished next time. Perhaps t 
is just as well for it insures an 
other trip to Clarendon to fix it 
up a bit more. 

A good time was had by all and 
with the coming of Spring we 
should have good attendance on our 
trips. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 

Michael 3arrett 
Anna Berg 
Mary Anne Casey 
W. Thomas Hall 
Kevin Hogan 
Lincoln Isham 
Hubert Lary 
Dorothy Johnson 
Harold Johnson 
V/i'Lliam Johnson 
E'Jsie Maier 
Pover Cady 
Kristina Cady 
Jejffjy ha go on 
Margo j Me K i nney 
James r.oorc 
Ben Houston 
Kim 3. Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
James Tar bell 
J. Alien Weldon 
Alton Wilcox 
Carlo ten Wilson 
Robert E. West 
CharLes Wener 
FI oi i.'.io Van Wyck 
R&V See or 
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CO 11 ING HlivES 


PICO-KILLINGTON 


This Spring we have planned to 
spend the month of April working 
on Gov. Clement, Clarendon, Tucker 
and Sunnyside. 

Clarendon Lodge 
Sunnyside Area. 

Gov. Clement 
Tucker Lodge 
Pico Camp 
We do not expect everyone to 
be able to go on every work party 
BUT w e do hope that as many as 
possible will try to help at any 
time. 

nore information maybe obtained 
from W. Churchill 3cott, 132 i.aple 
St. , Rutland, Vt. 05701 


SAT. APR. 5 

it ii 12 

'« » 26 

" MX 3 

ii ii io 


BIRD FOUNTAIN 

WHEW: Sun. l ay 25, 10:00 A.,». 

Here will be another chance to 
visit this interesting mountain 
in the Taconic Range. Perhaps the 
weather will be nice this time and 
Mr. James Frink can be along to 
describe the geologicial high- 
lights of the area. 


WHEN : Sun. June 1, 10:00 A. M. 

Today we can act as host to the 
folks that attended the annual 
meeting of the Green Mountain Club 
on Saturday. There will be a num- 
ber of interesting walks we can 
take in this area and at the same 
time check on the trail and cafl’ps 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 


The annual sugar on snow party 
will be held on Sat. March 29, at 
St. Paul's Universalis t-Unitarlan 
Church on We st St. across from the 
Grand Theatre, beginning at 6: CO 
P.M. 

Once again we indebted to hiss 
Vera Perkins for offering to head 
the group who will have the long, 
hard and exact job of boiling the 
syrup. 

Carol Martin will have the 
younger girls help her set up the 
dining room so you see there is a 
job for everyone and in order to 
Insure the yearly coming of this 
event we must all do our char a. 

T. Guilck will supervise snow 
gathering. Mr.& Mrs. Charles B. Gul * 
11 will show slides of trip to Grec 
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THE GOVERNOR CLEMENT TRIP 
By: Doris Newton 

The day of the Governor Clement 
trip proved to be one of the win- 
ter’s finest. A coating of ice on 
the trees as well as fresh snow, 
made the countryside a wonderland. 

In the clear air every detail of 
the mountains stood out. 

Doc, Howard, Churchill, Betsy 
Martin and I made up the party. 

At one of the old roads we separ- 
ated, Doc to go directly to the 
shelter and we to explore. After 
a good bushwhack we came out on 
an old road and down to the trail 
at the shelter where Doc had a 
welcome fire going, Lunch was seen 
underway. Another short cut by the 
old Haley farm brought us back 
down to the car at the corner and 
so home, after a very satisfactory 
day. 

MT, HAND LEY 
By: C. Scott 

Mrs. George Kirk. Jim Frink 
and Churchill Scott were the only 
folks with enough get up and go 
to tackle. Mt. Handley on a very 
enjoyable day In February. 

After parking in the usual place 
just over the Castleton River on 
the Whipple Hollow Road we rrl3sed 
the beginning of the wood road so 
walked along the new Interstate 
for a short distance. At last we 
felt It was time to cut up to the 
road. As we came to the fence there 
was quite a discussion as to going 
over or under it. After digging In 
under It we continued to bushwhack 
north in hopes of finding the trail, 
Soon we were climbing quite rapidly 
along fresh snowmobile tracks Gnd 
came to an Inviting spot of ever- 
greens, brook and firewood. Here 
we suffered the only casuality of 
the day as we sat on a makeshift- 
seat It gave way and a bit of del- 
icious coffee was lost. 

At last the ski do tracks bore 
to the East and we were on our own 
but the snow conditions were Just 


perfect traveling. We kept on 

going until the next switchback 
was reached where we were able to 
see over little Handley to the East 

It was soon time to head for 
home and at each stop for breath 
Jim would give us a brief talk of 
the geologicial features or track 
Identification. At one spot the 
biggest ( ?) snowshoe rabbit tracks 
in the world were seen which gave 
us quite a challenge to identify. 

On the way to the cars we took 
care to learn the correct start 
so that next time (hopefully with 

more folks along) we will get a 
good stait. 

AC I K NOWLE DGMENT 

The KilLington Section is very 
grateful for the contributions of 
Lincoln Isham, Paul Mcgoon, Helen 
Frink and Harriot Bryant, These 
will be used to help maintain the 
shelters and (rails throughout the 
coming year and to Improve them 
where ev^v possible. 

G.M.C. ANNUAL MEETING 

The May issue of the Long Trull 
News will have all necessary Infor- 
mation on the time, place and date. 
So please keep this in mind and 
save the day to learn what the 
Club is doing for you. Don't for- 
et la3t year our section had the 
argest number ox’ members. 

LET'S DO IT AGAIN 


LO NG TRAIL NEWS 

The February Issue of the long 
Trail News was mailed about Feb, 20 
If anyone has not received their 
copy yet please notify w, C„ Scott,- 
so that the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Main Club may be inform; i. 


Articles for the noxi*?roo!ce L 
Blazer: ; will bo due June *•■. Please 
send them to Betty Oilman j>2 Cheat- 
nut Ave. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
By: cj. scott 
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SUNNYSIDE 
By: C. Scott 


The annual meeting of The Kll- 
lington Section cf the Green Moun- 
tain Club was held et the C,V.P,S. 
rooms on Feb. 28 1 1969 , 

About 34 were present and a very 
active evening was spent. 

The following reports were made. 

H. Ogden, sr. & jr r A.T-A work 
on Ascutney Mt. r building of now 
shelter on V/ind.sor Trail and in- 
vitation to attend the annual hike 
in hay. 

G. Pearlsteln, work being done 
on outlying trail bulletins and 
help asked on supplying inform ti on. 
about others around dm state. 

R. Deemer, work being done by 
the U.S.F.S. along the tiaii and 
elsewhere within their area. 

Pres. Gulick let the discussion 
on work projects for the coming 
year, rebuilding Sunnyslde. improv- 
ing the approaches to the Mill 
River Bridge, repairing Tucker 
(possibly only necessary work with 
the plan in mind to relocate tnis 
camp on the main Long Trail a bit 
north of Willard Gap. 

End to Enders with us included 
G. Pearlsteln, R t Roberts. Mr. & 

Mrs. Weeks, H. Ogden jr. an i Mrs. 
Dorothy Johnson who had a very 
interesting scrapbood of her trips 
while doing the trail during the 
early 1940’s. 

New officers were elected. 

Pres. Wilbur F, Weston 

V. P. J. Harold Howard 

Sect’y - 

Treas. W. Churchill Scott 
Finally the ladies served the 
best refreshments ever. As each 
year goes by it does not seem 
possible that Vera can do rny 
better at providing more delicious 
cakes, pies, cookies and coffee 
but she does and we all thank her 
along with every other one. 


The owners of Spring Lake Ranch 
have given the Killlngton Section 
permission to construct a new 
shelter on the site of the former 
Sunnyslde Camp. 

Sat. April 12, has been sot 
for a work party there and at that 
time we will try to pick up the 
area and determine the best way 
to rebuild. 

At a recent executive beard 
meeting it was voted to have the 
new camp the same size and with 
folding doors as before. 

During the week of April 14-13 
the public schools and W. C. Scott 
are having a vacation, /.t this 
time we nope to bo at the site 
as much as possible and begin the 
ground work. 

The big question remaining is. 
Can we got enough volunteer' hoi p, 
to have a shelter there by the 
bogivining of the hiking season 
which starts as so 'n as the snow 
leaves. Or will we have to hire 
the Long Trill Fafro.,. with an 
additional exooime of $400, to 
$ 5 r -0 and with the possibility 
that It ray not be constructed 
until August. 

Anyone to h^lp can contact 

W.C, Scott 13?- Maple St., Rutland. 
Vt, 


SHAT TERA CK MT . 

By: Betty “Weeks 

Six Killlngton Section members 
from Springih eld took advantage 
of the beautiful weather March 10 
and snowshccd up Shatteraok Ml*, 
in Jamaica, After driving out 
Glebo Mountain road r.s fr.y e,s pose 
ible t . we snowshood up t-hft unplowei 
road a mile into the note h between 
Sho.tterr.ck Mt. and Glebe Mt. At 
the height of land, v-e ventured off 
on a wooa road to the right, bush* 
whacking o< y way up sn easy but 
steady grcv.V: through j.ovcl y hard 
wood forest to the summit of the 
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mountain. The mountain top Is all 
ledges with fir trees and blue- 
berry bushes between. At this time 
of the year, only the fir trees 
show. From many places on and 
near the top there are spectacular 
views to the east, south, and west. 
We could look almost directly down 
at the Ball Mountain Flood Control 
dam which was built in the narrow 
West River Valley between Shat- 
terack and Ball Mtns. The West 
River, where canoe races are held 
each Spring, was a miniature 
stream far below. We could see 
Monadnock Mt. in New Hampshire, 
Glastenbury, Stratton and Mt. 

Snow to the south. In the west, 
Bromley, Equinox, and other peaks 
in the Taconlc and Green Mountain 
ranges stood out against a brill- 
iant blue sky. 

After eating a leisurely lunch 
in a sunny sheltered spot near 
the top we returned to our cars, 
planning a return trip to this 
sightly mountain in the Spring. 

March 17 c 19&9 

By: Wilbur F. (Wes) Weston 

From the President-Elect of 
the Killington Section, G.M.C. to 
all members of the Section; 
GREETINGS. For those of you who 
do not know me, I am the short, 
chubby old guy most generally 
seen in the compunv of Churchill 
Scott and "Doc" Howard, and in- 
variably followed by my favorite 
Sheltie, Rascal. I sincerely hope 
that in the ensuing year I may 
become better acquainted with 
many more of you. Barring mumps; 
measles; hoof-and-mouuh- disease 
and the like, it is my intention 
to work for the best Interests of 
the section and to participate 
fully in its activities. Through 
the weeks and months to follow it 
is hoped that our program will be 
sufficiently interesting to Induce 
more of you members In becoming 
active participants. Let's have 
an all out year. 


NOTE OF THANKS 
By: Terry uuiick 

To all those members of our 
Section who assisted in the tasks 
of the past two years, my sincere 
thanks. Anchor man Churchill Scott 
certainly deserves much credit for 
his tireless efforts as Secretary- 
Treasurer. Betty Gilman has faith- 
fully produced our Smoke and 
Blazes and deserves many thanks. 


BUI LDING PLAN S 
By: "Terry Gul'lck 

Building plans are a topic of 
conversation these days among 
Killington Section members. The 
need for a new shelter to replace 
both Buffum and Sunnyclde Camp- 
lost by recent fires - is creat- 
ing one m<r.jor project for the 
coming summer. Interest by a near- 
by summer camp to construct a 
shelter for the G.M.C. , on ICJ'iling- 
ton section of trail, 3s being 
sketched into reality. 

On the latter development, 
plana are being mapped in co-oper- 
ation with Internet? or.:.! Pape-.* 
Company to have constructed an 
open shelter cn property owned 
by there. Location of the pre posed 
shelter would be approximately 
1/10 mile from the L,T. on the 
Shrews bury Peak Trail near an 
excellent water supply. 

Manpower Is scheduled to come 
from Farm and Wilderness Camps 
in Bri dgewater . This summer c amp 
provf ded the Incentive for con- 
structing a now shelter by offer- 
ing their services. The project 
if implemented would provide a 
mcans for some of this summers * 
campers to attain a goal. Learn- 
ing how to construct an open- 
faced shelter Supervision along 
with other derails, ie being 
worked out oy both G* M.C. e.nd 
I.F.C. representatives. 

Provider g >\il goes well, G-. M.C 
ers can look :orw«rd to a new 
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overnlght facility In the Killing- 
ton area by the end of next summer 
supplementing Cooper Lodge which 
sees increasing usage each year. 

For Sunnyslde replacement, Long 
Trail Patrol assistance is being 
contemplated. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 

This issue of Smoko Sc Blazes 
will be the last sent to 1968 
members of the Killin;. ton Section. 
In order to keep up with the latest 
news please send your dues to W, 
Churchill Scott, 132 i;aple 3t., 
Rutland, Vt. 05701. The price is 
still only ^ 2.00 adults and ^ 0.50 
children and students. 

John Allard 
Martha Adams 
David Anglin 
Helen Bailey 
Harriot Bryant 
Kendra Bryant 
Leltha Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
Owen Bryant 
Louie Catozzi 
Raymond Catozzi 
Marilyn 3 . Clemenson 
Robert Deemer 
Helen Frink 
James Frink 
Futh Fostman 
Elizabeth Gilman 
Richard L. Goldin 
William Gra&en 
Charles B. Gullck 
Dorothy Hegeman 
Margaret Holmes 
Stewart Holmes 
J, Harold Howard 
Mrs. George L. kirk 
Ruth La3rake 
Paul iiagoon 
Florence Mitchell 
Thomas Fuller 
Eleanor Walker 
John Martin 
Janet Martin 
Betsy Martin 
Carol Martin 


David Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Tommy Martin 
Doris Newton 
Herbert G. Ogden Jr. 
Herbert G. Ogden, Sr. 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Robert Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Anne Ferkins 
David Perkins 
Polly Perkins 
Tim Perkins 
Les Pfenning 
Marc Pfenning 
Susan Pfenning 
George Pearls tein 
Ellen Russell 
Scott Ross 
Harold Valiquette 
Thelma Valiquette 
John J. Valiquette 
Thomas J. Valiquette 
Lloyd Weeks 
Elizabeth Weeks 

These names, added to the 1969 

list of members, are those that 

have been received by March 10. 
1969, 


STRAYED 

One silver-colored pie-serv- 
er never come home after our 
Annual Mooting. Anyone finding 
same please contact Vera Perkins. 

Tel. 773-2941. 


( 

, 
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TREASURER *S REPORT 


RECEIPTS 


CASH ON HAND JAN. 1 , 1968 

INSURANCE FOR LOSS OF 3UNNYSIDE 
GIFTS 

DUES 

INTEREST 

SALE OF GUIDE 30 OKS 
TOTAL INCOME 


EXPENSES 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS 
OUTINGS 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
SMOKE & BLAZES 
ANNUAL MEETING 
POSTAGE 

MI3C. ( Notebook, Paper, Telephone & Cards) 
TOTAL EXPENSES 

CASH ON HAND JAN. 1, 1969 


$ 1000.00 
213. 50 
151.50 
111.03 
19.50 


144.14 

100.28 

70.25 

59.50 

46.24 

13.98 

5.54 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

W. CHURCHILL SCOTT, TREASURER 


$ 2275. 89 


3771-42 


^ 39.93 

333l749 



/SnoKZ t Blazes 
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COMING HIKES 

Where: Fire Hill, Pittsford, Vt. 

When: Sun. June 22, 9:00 a.M* 

The leader of this outing, Miss 
Ruth LaBrake has been very kind to 
offer the facilities of her family 
camp to the members of the Bill- 
ington Section and their friends. 

It may be possible to drive all 
the way so we hope to see many 
there to enjoy the numerous short 
walks to nearby points of interest. 

Also Mr. Jeston hopes to be 
able to have a short meeting with 
interested members to formulate 
plans for the coming fall and 
winter program iAi± 

MIDDLSBURY TO LINCOLN G,-P 

Nineteen (?) years ago this 
long holiday weekend members of 
the Killington Section started 
their work on the End to End award. 

After seven long and hard years 
of hiking the trail, Mary, Vera and 
Craigue Perkins finished but the 
rest of us are still working at it. 

This July 4tt> we hope to go to 


Skylight Pond Shelter on Friday 
night , Cooley Glen on Saturday 
and then a short walk to Lincoln 
gap on Sunday. 

For more detailed information 
contact leader W.C. Scott, 132 
Maple St., Rutl:nd, Vt. 03701 


CANOE TRIx CN ThE OTTER CR i J SL 

■vhen: Saturday, July 19 

Leader: B. & L. Wee ks 

Leave: 9:00 A.M. Meldon School 

Last year’s canoe trip proved 
so successful, another trip on 
the Otter Creek is planned for 
this summer. This will be a con 
tinuation for all those who wish 
to be Otter Creek "end to enders 
We will put the canoes in the 
water at the Fish & Game access 
Area west of Brandon on Route 73 
From here we will paddle 15 mi. 
downstream through pleasant farm 
land to the Cornwall-E. Middle- 
bury Road crossing near the jet. 
with the Middlebury River. For 
those who prefer a shorter trip 
canoes may leave the water at 
Leicester Jet., 5 mi. or the 
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Salisbury Station Road crossing at 
11 ml. 

Wildlife abounds along the 
river. . Ducks, muskrats, and other 
birds and animals are frequently 
seen. Bring your lunch and canoe 
and come with us to enjoy this 
outing. 


Where: Scrag Mt .. Waitsfleld, Vt. 
When: Sun. Aug. 3» 9:00 A.M. 

Here Is a new hike for the more 
adventurous members. A trip of 
about 4 miles roung trip. Should 
be rewarded with a fine view from 
the Fire Tower of mountains between 
Killington and Mansfield. 


G.M.C. INTERSECTION AL 

The 1969 G.M.C. Intersectlonal 
will be held In the Montpelier 
area Aug. 23 to Labor Day, Sept. 1. 

For more information you may 
read again the May issue of the 
Long Trail News, 

Let us all get behind the Mont- 
pelier Section and show them how 
very much we appreciate the work 
they have done to provide such an 
interesting program. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESID E/? 

The Killington Section, G.M.C. 
needs and requests the more active 
support of lt*s better than one 
hundred members In carrying out 
the program of planned activities 
for the ensuing year including 
hikes, work parties, etc. 

We are very well aware that 
many of our members, for one 
reason or another, are prevented 
from a more aotlve participation, 
and that many of you who read this 
are already committed to an active 
role In our program. To those of 
yotf^fiave the time: the Interest: 
and the physical energy, we would 
greatly appreciate your services 
In helping to make our program 
more effective. 


Our urgent need is for ‘ i 

Chairmen for each of the following: 
Building Committee 
Publicity Committee 
Finance Committee 
Planning Committee (Hikes, Etc.) 
If you. will be available and 
willing to serve as one of the 
above Chairman, please oontact any 
one of the following for details: 

W. F, Weston, Pres. 

Box 514# Manchester Center 
Vermont 05255 , Tel: 362-1827 

Dr. James H. Howard, V. Pres. 
Stage Route, Mendon, Vt. 05701 
Tel, 7 75-5350 

W. Churchill Scott 

132 Maple Street.. Rutland, Vt. 

Tel: 775-5720 


WINTER DAY AT TA LL T IMBERS 
Sy”~ Miriam ^ell * 

Twenty-three people enjoyed a 
winter day on Saturday, March 15th, 
at Tall Timbers in Mendon, with 
Cralgue and Mary Perkins offering 
the use of the new Recreation Hall 
to their guests. 

It was a fine, mild day, with 
blue sky and sunshine appearing In 
the afternoon, giving excellent 
chances for photographic shots of 
heavy 3now on giant evergreens 
nearby „ It was beautiful wherever 
one looked. 

The snowshoelng was ideal-snow 
knee-deep and soft. A good many 
people walked easily about on their 
snowshoes, both morning and after- 
noon, showing they kept In practice; 
one young fellow ran through the 
woods on cnowshoes like an Indiant 

It was a pleasure to welcome new 
hikers, Bob and Helen Robinson, 
recently from Salt Lake City, who 
are completing their new home near- 
by on Cream Hill Rd, Bob grew up 
in Rutland, 

While the older crowd sat around 
the stoves visiting after lunch, 
the younger ones played games in- 
side or built snowmen outside. 
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All day the mildness of the air 
suggested spring. What a lovely 
month March is in Vermont, at least 
on days like these in the snowy 
woods . 


K,S . MEMBERS ON WINTER HIKE IN APR . 

By: T. Gullck 

With two experienced hikers from 
Charlotte, Vt., I attempted-and 
succeeded — hiking to Pico Camp the 
first weekend in April. Why such a 
challenge at this time of year? 

Read oni 

Starting at Sherburne Pass on 
snowshoes, there v&s no difficulty 
in following blazes up to the 
Alpine Lift, the spring which was 
snow covered, and on up towards 
Pico Junction. At this elevation, 
about 2800 feet, the snow depth 
had reached the 6 ft mark thus 
covering up every other blaze. 
Closer towards Pico Junction all 
the blazes appeared obliterated. 
Counsel was held and we considered 
three alternatives: Camp where we 
were, go back to Rt. 4, or go on 
via the summit. The latter idea 
won, of course, so on we went to 
the top. Using the Guide Book Map., 
we sighted the direction of Pico 
Camp and plunged downward over 6-8* 
of snow finding only one blue 
blaze to reassure us we were O.K, 

Reaching a small clearing (if 
you can believe such exists in 
this area at 8 ft, above ground, ) 
and the correct elevation where 
we figured Pico Camp and the trail 
should be found, we set up a temp- 
orary camp site. Upon starting on 
a "sweep" of the area, the two 
youngsters both Boy Scouts, and I 
came upon the camp we were looking 
for. It was hidden from our stopp- 
ing point by some evergreen. 

Digging our way to the doorway 
of the shelter with snowshoes 
created some work, but once the 
door could be opened we tumbled in- 
side with glee l Ample firewood 
greeted us, and food preparation 
began in earnest with sleep over- 


taking us at an early hour. 

Following a leisurely breakfast 
next morning we packed up, moved 
out and headed along the trail 
route, we think i Shortly we came 
upon our previous days tracks and 
completed the trip back to the Pass. 

Recalling the event now, it 
seems unbelievable so much snow 
was piled up there! What a novelty 
to piok off dead branches from 
trees 12-14’ above ground, right 
beside the camp. The forest 
appeared to be a groomed lawn 
interrupted only by well estab- 
lished trees. To top it off we 
had to climb down a six foot snow 
bank to water which managed not to 
become buried. 

Labeling this overnight hike a 
success t we can proudly say we 
survived the Winter of *69. 


AS CUTNE Y TRAILS ASSOC . ANNUAL MEETIN " 
By: H, Ogden 

Some 50 people attended the 
annual meetin g of the Ascutney 
Trails Assoc, held at the Old 
Lodge, Ascutney Ski Area Sunday 
evening. Treasurer- Richard Burrougl 
reported a bank balance of close to 
$400, and membership of some 25 
supporting members and 50 shirt- 
sleeve members. Chairman Herbert 
Ogden reported on the year’s activ- 
ities which included the May picnic, 
construction of the Log Shelter on 
the Windsor Trail and the opening 
of two new side trails on the Wt. 

He previewed the forthcoming Picnic, 
to be held Saturday * May 10 and the 
preparations being made for an 
attendance of 400 or more. (1968 
attendance: 200), Main event of the 
evening was an enthusiastically 
received slide px*ogram presented 
by Maurice LaFontalne of Claremont, 
showing Ascurney scenes and trail 
aotl Titles* 

New directors elected from the 
floor were: Gary Burke. Brownsville: 
Dennis Fontaine t Claremont; Robert 
Morse j Springfield. At the Directors 
meeting l.ater in the evening the 
following officers were re-elected: 
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Chalrman: Herbert Ogden, Hartland; 
Treasurer: Richard Burroughs, 
Brownsville; Sec.: Arnold Clay, 
Brownsville, Further arrangements 
for the Picnic were discussed, with 
emphasis on the providing of 1600 
sandwiches. 


ROCHESTER HIGH SCHOOL WORK PART Y 
By: C. Scott 

On a clear day in April Mr, 
Hubert Lary, our member from 
Rochester brought over a group of 
high school students to spend the 
day working on Clarendon Shelter, 

It has been a long time since 
our section has seen such a large, 
active and busy group. And it does 
seem very pleasent to see the looks 
of the grounds and camp improve as 
the day wore on. 

The roof was patched, new stove 
pipe and cap were added and fasten- 
ed securely, the whole camp creo- 
soted, the yard raked and barrel 
after barrel of trash carted to 
the dump. 

The lone young lady started in 
washing the windows (the first 
time in years) and what an improve- 
ment after which the floor and 
table were given a thorough clean- 
ing. 

After lunch a short hike was 
taken up to the graveyard and 
then down the Lottery Road, over 
Beacon Hill, back to camp and then 
down the trail to the cars . 

The Klllington Section wants 
to express our thanks to Mr, Lary 
and his students for their very 
well mannered conduct both at camp 
and on the trail and for the tre- 
mendous amount of work accomplished 
in one day. 


WORK PARTIES 
By: C. Soott 

A number of our scheduled work 
parties did not materialize be- 
cause of the more pressing demand 
of aerial photo marking and also 


rebuilding Sunny side. 

Gov. Clement was visited, bunks 
repaired, window replaced in gazabo 
brush cut and area cleaned up. 

Clarendon was thoroughly taken 
care of by Mr. Lary and his student 
from Rochester High School. 

Sunnyslde area was cleared of 
debris and made ready for a new 
shelter by a number of new members 
and their friends. On May 1? work 
began in earnest when Sandy Stare 
arrived on the scene. Since then 
he, Ray Secor and many others have 
worked long and hard to have Sunny- 
side standing once again. And our 
Vice. Pres, Doc Howard has finished 
a new toilet house also. 

Our most grateful thanks go to 
Sandy and Ray and to the many 
others who have been able to help 
in some way. 


THIRD ANNUAL MAY PICNIC 
By: H. Ogden 

In spite of some two feet of 
snow on the upper trails, and 
cold, cloudy, raw. windy weather 
(especially up top), the May 10 
ATA Picnic was well received: 
some 330 people turned up. Since 
well over half of them were child- 
ren and since the primary purpose 
of the ATA is to Introduce young 
people to hiking, the ATA feels 
that the 60 people who contributed 
to the day s s success should feel 
a glow of achievement. The picnic 
committee had prepared for a crowd 
of around 400, If the out-of- 
staters who had turned up on the 
previous Saturday (on account of 
the VERMONT LIFE article) had 
come on the right day and if the 
weather had been even a little 
less discouraging the tally would 
have rain well over that 4001 Cost 
of the picnic, when all bills are 
in. will run around $200.; this 
still leaves some $300. in the 
treasury for other activities. 

It was a pleasure to note that 
there was hardly any cleaning up 
to do at the picnic site, along 
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the trails or at the bottom park- 
ing lots. Youngest hiker was 
Ashley Bromley, 4, of Springfield. 
Oldest (as in the past 2 years) 
was Harold Austin, 73» of Woodstoc 
The menu Included some 1800 sand- 
wiches, 5 bushels of apples, 1000 
cookies and 40 gallons of beverage. 


KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERS MARK 
TRAIL FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS 
BOY SCOUTS ASSIST . 

By: T. Gulick 

In early May, many GMC'ers In 
southern Vermont busied themselves 
marking the Appalachian Trail 
section of the L.T. for aerial 
photographing. The project resul- 
ted from passage of the National 
Trails bill by the last Congress 
In which the Appalachian Trail 
is Included. 

Kllllngton Section was faced 
with late winter conditions making 
It almost Impossible to place 
plastic strips used for markers. 
Nevertheless, K.S. members from 
Springfield, Churchill Scott, 

Doris Newton and President "Wes" 
covered Kllllngton Section* port- 
ion of trail. This reported 
tackled the difficult section, 
only to be turned back by linger- 
ing snow starting just below Pico 
Junction, 

However, the job eventually was 
completed and copies of photo- 
graphs are scheduled to be re- 
turned for further Identification 
by the trail marking teams. K.S. 
members , 

Assisting on one of the trips 
were two members of Boy Scout 
Troop 317, Mt. Holly, who also 
helped with some trail clearing. 
Many thanks to you fellas, Gene 
Syria and Robert Link. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
By: Betty Weeks 

The 1969 Annual Meeting of the 
Green Mountain Club was held on 
Saturday, May 31 t at the Bavarian 


Castle, Proctorsville, Vermont. 

With 149 registered we set a new 
attendance record. 

Registration time with coffee 
. and doughnuts at 9:30 A.M. was 
followed by the morning business 
session at 10:00 A.M, A panel 
discussion, moderated by Dave Otis,, 
brought lively discussion. The 
panel, representing views of the 
local sections, offioers of the 
club, and members -at-large raised 
some new ideas on the future re- 
lation of the club to the sections 
and its members. 

A noon lunch was served at the 
Chopping Block. The afternoon 
session included reports from the 
various sections and committees. 
Shirley Strong of Burlington was 
elected president of the club for 
1969-70, 

Free moments between meetings 
were used for browsing in Dick 
Metcalfs* Swap Shop where used 
camping and sporting gear was 
sold and traded. People enjoyed 
the interesting exhibits on trail 
sign making, presented by Herbert 
Ogden, Sr. 

Highlight of the afternoon 
session was the presentation of 
the "Golden Hatchet Award" by 
Better Camping Magazine to the 
Green Mountain Club, for contri- 
bution to outdoor living. The 
presentation was made by Catherine 
E, McMullen, editor of "Better 
Camping", and accepted by Roy 
Buchanan of Burlington. The award 
included $100 and a trophy. The 
Better Camping Magazine had a lead 
story in its June Issue of the GMC 
award with the caption "Fifty-nine 
years on the Long Trail." 

The meeting was adjourned at 
4:00 P.M, After the late after- 
noon Trustees 1 Meeting, dinner 
was served at the Castle, The even- 
ing program in the Rathskeller 
featured Ronald Rood, well known 
nature writer and Vermont natural- 
ist and lecturer. 
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SUNNYSIDE DEDICATION 
” 6 y : W. Wes ton 

On Sunday, June 1 , 1969, over 
forty members of the Green Mountain 
Club from various sections and at- 
large, gathered in the vicinity of 
Spring Lake, Cuttlngsvllle to dedi- 
cate the new Sunny side Shelter. 

Many members had hiked in over the 
trail to attend the festivities. It 
was a very fine day, weatherwlse. 

Ben Rods ton, Co-ordinator for the 
project, made a few brief remarks 
having to do with the problems 
encountered in getting started, etc 
and "Wes’* Weston added words of 
appreciation to the many who assis- 
ted in the construction. Shirley 
Strong, newly elected President of 
the GMC performed the rite of dedl 
cation, using a plastic bag filled 
with water. In the process, she 
Inadvertently doused "Sandy” Stare 
who was an Innocent bystander. 
However, this harmless mishap was 
most appropriate as Sandy has been 
a most dedicated person in the 
building of Sunnyslde. It seems 
proper to acknowledge the help that 
has been given by many of our mem- 
bers, in and out of the section. 
These Include "Doc” Howard with his 
jeep; the indomitable Churchill 
Scott; Louis”Sandy" Stare, who gave 
unselfishly of his many days and 
energies; Ray Secor; Mauri Wlntturi 
VI o Randolph; Ben & Dorothy RolstorJj 
Lloyd and Betty Weeks with a group 
from Springfield, Vt, j Rascal; Joey 
and others whom we may have missed 
because no dally record of attend- 
ance was kept. It is a good shelter' 
and we hope many hikers will bene- 
fit from it's being there. Let us 
hope it is used but not abused. 


B IRD MT . TRIP 
By: Doris Newton 

At last! We have made the cross- 
ing of Bird Mt, The day was pleas- 
ant, the bugs net too bad, and ten 
people turned out. Jim Frink decid- 
ed his jeep could make the first 
two miles of the East side road, 
and with his skillful driving, so 
it did, Churchill guided us to the 
luncheon spring under the high 
ledges. As the lunch fire was 
building (just for atmosphere, not 
for heat, or even coffee! )the boys 
discovered an old shovel, and 
cleared out the spring. 

Luncheon over., we were Joined 
by a friend of Churchill 5 ’s who had 
come up the west side with his sons. 
A scramble up the steep traoes of 
the old trail in the little notch, 
and a walk up the summit ridge, 
with stops fer the fine views to 
the east, brought us to the real 
summit, site of the old Masonic 
Monument, now completely grown 
over, and a bit further to the 
top of the southern cliff. Here we 
rested and studied the landscape, 
and were fortunate to have Jim 
explain the geology of the Taconic 
Range . 

Then Mr. Woodruff guided us 
down the steep west side, again 
with some traoes of a trail, out 
to the high pastures, and down to 
the west side road, the old main 
road to Poultney, now abandoned a 
mile or so beyond here. We turned 
east at the even more abandoned 
road that once circled the mountain 
under the cliffs, and rejoined the 
east road where Jlm ; s jeep was a 
welcome sight. A visit to a most 
interesting geological sight, a 
perfect, example of ''folding” in a 
cliff on the shore of Glen Lake, 
again thru the courtesy of Jim 
and his jeep, ended a most satis- 
factory day of hiking. 
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MEMBERSHIP LIST 

The following names have been 
added from March 10 to June 3. 

Bennett Bell 
Miriam Bell 
Hedrick Cahee 
Christine Cahee 
Frances Green 

Mrs. Charles B. Gulick 11 
William Gyorfl 
Florence Herrick 

Marsh Herrick 
Richard Kennedy 
George Reynolds 
F. Robert Robinson 
Helen Robinson 
Bailey S. Weston 
Wilbur F. Weston 


OUTING & ACTIVITY IDEAS 

Thanks to Terry for a very 
good form to fill out for those 
members who are anxious to have 
new places included on the outing 
schedule. 

Last year our Otter Creek canoe 
trip was the result of this form 
and it was a new, and exciting 
experience for many of us. Lets' 
see if we can do as well this 
next time. 

Also there is a section for 
those who are willing and able to 
work on trail and shelter upkeep. 
Also for anyone who would care to 
serve on the various committees. 

Please return these forms as 
soon as possible to W. Churchill 
Scott. 132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 
05701. 

You will find the above forms 
on the next page. 


IDEAS NEEDED! 


IDEAS NEEDED! 


Outings & Activities 

Please list below Ideas of outing and activities which you think 
would be fun to have. 

Type of Activity: 


Where would It be held: 


This activity Is rated. In your opinion, as: Easy family hike 

Adults Only Difficult Rugged CHECK ONE 

Other: 

Special Equipment Needed: 

I am willing to serve as leader of this activity: 

Your name, if interested. 


Projects 

The following is a request for Ideas and manpower potential for 
trail and shelter work and for fund raising projects. 

I am willing to work on trails and shelters If called upon Yes 

No 

If the above answer Is "Yes" please continue: 

Days of the week I am most frequently available: 

Season of the year I am most apt to be available: 

What particularly would you enjoy doing in trail and shelter Work? 


Would you be able to assist Trails & Shelters Chrm. In directing 
work projects? 

Would you be Interested and willing to work on fund raising projects 
such as the Rummage Sale held In recent years? 


What would you suggest for other fund raising projects? 

Your Name 
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COMING HI ICES 

WHERE: COOPER LODGE -TAilARACK 

SHELTER 

WHEN: Sat. Sept 27, 9:00 A.M. 

Here is a chance to see what 
the Vt. Forest and Parks have done 
to repair Cooper Lodge. Also vre 
hope to visit the newest shelter 
in our section, Tauarack Shelter 
and see what a good job the Farm 
and Wilderness Camps did. The plans 
are to hike up the chair lift or 
ride it and walk to the shelters. 


trip and with Harold along to 
show the way it should be an en- 
joyable day. 

WHERE: COVERED DISH SUPPER, 

BEECHWOOD 

WHEN: Sat. Oct. 18. 6:00 P,M. 

The most delightful day of the 
fall schedule will be held at 
Beechwood through the kindness of 
the Perkins family. As always >re 
can come early and enjoy scn.3 
walks in the nearby woods. 


WHERE: JOHNSON SHELTER 

WHEN: Sun. Oct. 5 . 1:00 P.h. 

This new open front shelter will 
replace Tucker now that the beech 
tree finally fell on it. Located 
about | mile north of Willard Gap 
this will be the scene of a new 
plan for outings. We hope to have 
a few trips begin in the P.H. and 
have supper. 


WHERE: MERCK FOREST, RUPERT, VT. 

'WHEN: Sat. Oct. 25 . 10:00 A.M. 

Mr. Weston has received per- 
mission from the caretaker of the 
Merck Forest Preserve to use its 
facilities. There are a few open 
front shelters along the various 
hiking trails and it is full moon 
time so hopefully we would like to 
plan for all those who are :.ble to 
make this an overnight trip. 


’WHERE : EAST MOUNTAIN 

WHEN: Sun. Oct. 12. 10:00 A.M. 

A good family trip is this short 
walk through the Dyer meadows to 
the summit overlooking Rutland. We 
all hope that Vera can make this 


WHERE: PITTS FORD ICE CAVES 

’■/HEN: §un. Nov. 2. 1:00 P.M. 

Another afternoon outing with 
a short walk to an old favorite 
spot. Let : s try to have a good 
crowd this trip and will try to go 
the right way. 
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WHERE: CLARENDON LODGE 

WHEN: Sat. Nov. 15, 10:00 A.M. 

If this shelter has not been 
repaired for the winter camping 
season before, now will be a good 
time so everybody should come in 
their work clothers. 


NEW OUTING SCHEDULE 
By: C. Scott 

The new Fall and Winter Outing 
Schedule is enclosed with this 
issue of Smoke & Blazes. Addition- 
al copies are available from 
Cralgue Perkins, Harold Vallquette, 
Dr. J. Harold Howard or Churchill 
Scott. 

If there are any new hikes de- 
sired please fill out and return 
the questlonalre which was included 
in the last Issue of Smoke & Blazes) 
So far only 2 out of almost 80 havs 
been received and it is very dif- 
ficult to make up an interesting 
outing schedule unless we get some 
help and new suggestions from the 
members. 


THE NEW SUN N YSIDE CA MP 
By: Ben Ralston 
& 

Frances Roberts 

The fire. The need. The offer. 
The planning. The workers. The 
construction. The Dedication. And 
the first customers. 

The fire last August brought 
an urgent need for a new Sunny- 
side Camp. Plans were made for the 
Long Trail Patrol to build the 
new camp this summer. 

Then along came Sandy Stare of 
Cape Cod, the GMC'er who, in 19’65» 
built Lost Pond Shelter at his 
home and brought it to Vermont for 
assembly on the Long Trail north 
of Baker Peak. Sandy decided that 
heM like to build another shelter 

Then along came Ben Hols ten 
who persuaded Sandv to direct his 
shelter-bulldirvs «rforts toward 


the construction of our Sunnyside 
Camp. 

Visits with Cralgue, Churchill, 
Terry and others completed the 
arrangements. Kill lngton would 
design the camp, Sandy would 
specify the materials, and Killing- 
ton would purchase them. Then Sand^ 
would go to work. 

We assembled at the site on May 
17. Sandy, Ben, Ray Secor, th 
Churchill, Terry, President Weston, 
John Himmelberger, and Ben*s 
friend Don MacKellar. Plus Kathy 
Hayes and Dorothy Rolston to cheer 
us on. We prepared the site as we 
waited for the lumber to arrive. 

And we waited. Ho lumber. Finally 
our healthy work party disbanded, 
much disappointed. I can imagine 
Churchill -s chagrin (for want of 
a better word) when he arrived 
home and ’'ound the lumber in his 
yards 

During the next week, the 
lumber company moved the lumbar 
to ihe end of the field, wnere 
it should have been moved on May 
17= Sandy -ice, Churchill and Doc 
Howard moved the lumber in to the 
site with Doc ®s leap, Sandy began 
work on the foundation, nd . inor 
Joists, His helpers re burned,, and 
by the 24 th quite a bit of the 
framework had been erected. 

The morning of the 24 tn Sandy, 
Ray, Ben. Irving White and his 
sou Eric went to work on the rafte: 
and other phases of cons i ruf Lion, 
and were later joined by i-iavri 
Wlntturi . That night they all 
camped in the field by r-he >.-.coes:; 
road. 

Sunday, May/2 5th, the area be- 
came crowded with workers! / 
Frances Roberts tell you about It. 
(I'll be buck later.) 

The last Sunday in May brought 
back memories of barn raisin' 
days when 22 people and 2 d->gs met 
to help rebuild Sunnyside camp. 

Most of the party were dressed for 
a cold, r aw day with threats of 
showers f but it turned cut to be 
just the opposite. The men who 
worked up on me roof during the 
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late morning and early afternoon 
can vouch for that. There were bugs 
around, too--but they could have 
been worse. Perhaps the smoke from 
the fire under that big, black hulk 
of a coffeepot helped. 

The four women in the party 
cleared out some thorn bushes, 
picked up scraps of glass and rusty 
tin cans, and, of course, gave 
freely of their good advice to the 
carpenters, Karen and Allen Randolph 
panned for fool’s gold In the spr£> f 
while baby brother Warren meandered 
over heaps of debris, stopping now 
and then to hug the muddy dogs-- 
the muddier the better i 

Meanwhile, back at the camp, the 
men pounded and sawed and swarmed 
all over the roof. Those working 
down below handed up nails, hammers 
and roofing, and propped each other 
up on jobs where the ladder couldn' 
quite reach. 

The photographers kept busy, too 
Betty Weeks added to her collection 
of GMC pictures. Ray Secor got a 
fascinating shot of Vic Randolph 
up on the ridgepole a picture all 
but Vic felt should be kept for 
posterior-ty . 

In the late afternoon the work 
party broke up, leaving the Hero 
of Sunnyside Camp Raisin’, Louis 
(Sandy) Stare, still pounding away 
on the roof. I suspect each one of 
us went home with the "let’s do it 
more often" feeling that comes 
from a day of good fellowship and 
ac c ompl i s hment . 

Registered for this May 25th 
work party were Cliff and Carol 
Farrington, Ray Secor, Kim Scott, 
W.C. Scott, Doc Howard, Kay Howard 
Dick and Frances Roberts, Vic and 
Lois Randolph, Mauri Wintturi, Ben 
Rolston, Eric E. White, Irving E, 
White, Louis Stare, Fred Herrick, 
Betty and Lloyd Weeks. Also, Suki 
and Tawna, who signed the register 
with their paw prints. 

(Rols ton’s back again) 

During that next week, more 
lumber arrived. Sandy continued 
work, assisted by Churchill, Wes, 
Doc, and Vic Randolph, with visits 
by George Pearlstein and others. 


Then a short pause for Memorial 
Day and the GMC Annu al Meeting, 
which Sandy attended for the first 
time. 

Sunday morning, June 1st, Sandy 
was back at it again, with the 
help of Ray Secor and Don Wallace . 
In the meantime, a dedication hike 
was in progress ! A few cheated and 
came in the short way. But the 
majority made the trip in from 
Route 1 ; K) (and after the dedication 
continued on to Route 103). 

What a crowd! Over 40 adults, 
plus some children and canine 
participants. During the height 
of the activities, the clearing 
was filled with GMC’ers and guests 
enjoying n fine day and an inter- 
esting assortment of lunches. 

Ben strrted the ceremony with 
a history of old Sunnyside Camp 
and the details of Sand} s nhelter- 
building er-cperiences. 

Just then, with perfect timing, 
Killlngton President Weston arrived 
to take part in the ceremony and 
to give Killlngton : s greetings to 
those assembled. 

Then our now GMC President, 
Shirley Strong, performed her FIRST 
official duty - she christened the 
new Sunnyside Camp with Green 
Mountain Champagne (cola, clear 
water from the nearby spring- ) And 
in the spirit of the occasion, 

Sandy got christened too! 

One by one, our friends went 
up the Trail. A few stayed 0:1 uo 
work. Just as we were leaving, 
Sunnyside Camp got its first custo- 
mers — a young couple who were 
hiking the Appalachian Trail north- 
ward from Tennessee. They had great 
praise for our Long Trail and its 
fine shelters, and were pleased 
to be the first to use new Punr.y- 
side Camp. 

Sandy and Ray stayed on a few 
more days, to put the finishing 
touches on the camp. Now it is 
ready for hikers. We hope tha - . they 
will enjoy using it nr muoh .\ •> are 
all enjoyed building it. And the 
Killing ucn Section extends thcr.ks 
to all those who helped., and espec’ 
ally to Sandy Stare wh? *»«• 


much of his time to this special 
project. A fine job done, Sandyi 
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CANOE TRIP 
By: Betty Weeks 

On Saturday, July 19, five 
canoes and fourteen enthusiastic 
canoeists met at the Fish and Game 
access area on Route 73 west of 
Brandon for a day’s trip on the 
Otter Creek. The weather couldn’t 
have been better and everyone was 
in good spirits as we launched our 
canoes on the placid creek. At the 
acces s »*g g»ea we were surprised to 
find members of the Connecticut 
Section just breaking camp and pre- 
paring for a two day trip on the 
creek. Our party swelled to nine 
canoes, but the heavily loaded 
ones from Connecticut soon fell far 
behind. 

Terry Gulick served as navigator 
plotting our location on topo- 
graphical maps. 

Majestic trees, including silver 
maples, line the bank giving one a 
feeling of seclusion from the out- 
side world. The banks are usually 
steep and covered with tall ferns. 
Occasionally we would catch a 
glimpse of the Green Mountains 
through drainage ditches which had 
been cut through the banks. Though 
a great deal of the area surrounding 
this part of the creek is swamp 
land, you see little evidence of 
this from the water. Perhaps the 
swarms of stinging flies which 
troubled us came from the surround- 
ing swamps. Muskrats and sandpipers 
were frequently seen. 

After passing under the bridge 
at Leicester Junction, we heard no 
sound of civilization for many 
miles. 

Beyond a railroad bridge we 
beached our canoes in a drainage 
ditch and in cool shade beside a 
corn field, we ate lunch. Even 
though we took the faithful coffee 
pot for the ride, we all agreed it 


was too hot for coffee. 

Continuing along the Creek we 
encountered several log jams. 

Many of them like floating islands 
alive with vegetation. In one plac< 
we had to push aside debris before 
we could proceed. 

We were amazed at our rapid 
progress in spite of the relative 
slow current in this section. All 
too soon we reached our destin- 
ation and the end of an eleven 
mile trip at the single lane 
covered bridge at Salisbury 
Station. 


August 18, 1969 

AFTER A DECADE, IT’S Fir® 

By: T. Gulick 

End-to-end recognition was 
extended in July to Kiliington 
Section member Ray Secor of 
Schenectady, N. Y. Hiking 9.^ 
miles of Long Trail from Middle- 
bury Gap to Brandon Gap, the 
GMCer completed the 260-mile 
trail July 6, 1969 . 

On hand to greet Ray on Mt. 
Horrid were Ben and Dorothy 
Rolston, Sandy Stare of Cape Cod, 
Mass,, and Terry Gulick. This 
reception committee accompanied 
the new end-to-ender to Brandon 
Gap where congratulations were 
extended. 

Secor began his hiking ventures 
some 10 years ago with the encour- 
agement of multi-end-to-ender 
Rclston. 


GMC PLAQUE IS O.K. 

By: T. Gulick 

The James p. Taylor plaque s 
o.kl Though located on a rock 
just outside the Old Long Tral?. 
Lodge, destroyed by fire last 
November, it was not affected. 
Originally, the plaque oo-jj- 
meno rating GMC * s founder w.;. or 
a ledge at th<" foot of Door • s 
Leap, but was relocated a f;w 
years ago when it became detached 
from the original site. 
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COOPER LODGE HAS NEW LOOK 
By: T.CuTick 


CHURCHILL MADE IT! SANDY DID TOOl 
By: T. Gulick 

After two attempts last year, 

K. S. Secretary-Treasurer, W. 
Churchill Scoot assaulted and con- 
quered the Long Trail between 
Route 15 in Johnson and Sterling 
Lodge, and became Kllllngton 
Section's latest end to-ender. 

An impromptu celebration was 
held at the home of Doc & Kny 
Howard in Mendon, Aug. 10 in honor 
of the occasion. 

Also receiving congratulations 
was Sandy Stare of Bass Rlver f . 
Mass., as he, too, completed 
hiking the L,T. in late July, 

Churchill began hie hiking 
career as a youngs tr r in 1920 vlth 
a trip up Kllllngton, He coap'* -• r,c 
his trek on the trail sometime 
Saturday August 9 » Hiking nortn 
from Smugglers Notch last November 
in an attempt to finish the Trail , 
he was turned back at Sterling 
Lodge because of bc.i weather. 

Churchill has served for several 
years as the Section's Secretary- 
Treasurer, has served as Trustee 
to the main Club, and tended to 
many tasks relating to the Sections 
affairs . 

Sandy is spending this summer 
in Vermont and between hikes on 
the L.T. he has built the new 
Sunnyslde Shelter and assisted 
the L.T. Patrol in constructing 
the new Johnson Shelter north of 
Tucker Lodge, 

He states he hopes to visit 
Ascutney, Steantown in Bellows 
Falls, the Northeast Kingdom, and 
other places of interest in Ver- 
mont before returning home about 
October 1. 

This new end-to-ender is the 
donar of Lost Pond Shelter, 
located south of F 3 Road 10 in 
Danby. 


The Kllllngton Hotel has gone, 
the old stone shelter went into 
history, but it appears Coopor 
Lodge will be around a while. 

The reason: Forests & Parks Dept, 
personnel are replacing almost 
all the wooden portions of the 
structure, originally built in 
the 1930 ; s. Featured in the. new 
construction is a new roof, new 
plexiglass windows, a new door, 
and other improvements such as . 
bunks . 

With the cooperation of Sher- 
burne Corporation, operators of 
the large ski area on Kllllngton, 
The Vay.T’.ont Dept, of Forests & 
Parks has been able to arrest the 
deteriorating condition of the 30 


year eld camp, 

Ben Hoffman, coordinator of 


the project for F & P, c inspected 
the camp earlier this summer and 
with other officials including 
GMb member?:, decided the repair 


job was in order rather than 


abandoning the 
that Sherburne 
expressed a des 
Lodge xetd'nod. 


camp* Ho stated 
Corporation of f i c la 
ire to see Cooper 
The rone ration 


took place during August. 


How valuable is Vermont land? 

A would-be Vermont or, upon visit:-* 
lng the state recently, was 
alleged to have been talking to a 
native about the possibilities of 
purchasing a piece of Vermont. The 
native agreed that this night be 
a nice idea. Bur. when the pros- 
pective buyer stated he thought 
he would like to begin small by 
buying about |t>500.G0 worth, the 
native suggested teat he, the 
prospective buyer, locate a wheel- 
barrow, bring around and ho, the 
native, would be happy to load it 
upi 
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INTERSECTIONAL 1969 

Due to School meetings for John 
the first part of Intersectional 
week the hartin T s had a very short 
camping trip this year..,. a one 
night stand. Vera and Carrie 
Burchardt went along with the 
seven Martins so we had a car full! 
Somewhere Vera and Janet had read 
that the camp was in Randolph so 
we went from Randolph to Randolph 
looking for it..,. even went to 
see the floating bridge in Brook- 
field. Finally with the help of 
the Congregational Minister's wife 
in Randolph and a call to Killing- 
ton Section Member Helen Frink we 
were sent further north to North- 
field and found the camp site 
without further trouble l 

What a beautiful stream and 
waterfall from the mill pond. We 
camped close by and were lulled 
to sleep by the soft music of the 
water. The evening program was 
slides of some of the 46er n In 
the Adirondacks and some of the 
Appalachian Trail south in Vir- 
ginia. Afterward the Martin party 
sat around and listened to the 
girls sing and play their guitars 
and popped some corn. 

In the morning -.hi reluctantly 
took down the tent and leit 
right after lunch. Tom tried Ills 
hand at fishing but was not very 
successful. After some more ad- 
venturing in the car,,. .we suc- 
ceeded in loosing ail the water 
out of the radiator and had to 
inch our way by coasting down the 
hills into Sharon-we managed to 
deliver Carrie home and got our- 
selves back to Rutland. 


BALD MT. TRAIL 
By Janet Martin 

The State Dept, of Forests and 
Parks has completed the trail up 
Bald Mt. east of Rutland over 
both summits, by the bog and out 
onto the Red Rocks Ledges. Event- 
ually they expect to complete a 
circle trail so that one can go 


along an easy grade following 
several old logging roads or 
ascent more quickly by the Girl 
Scout - Forest Service trail which 
is now completed and blazed with 
blue paint. It is .8 mile to the 
summit and 1.5 miles to Red Rocks. 
The views are lovely and this 
would be a lovely fall hike. Look 
for a write up on it in the Forest 
Festival Week edition of the 
Rutland Herald. 


NOTES ON SOME OF OUR JUNIOR MEMBERS 
WHO A RE NOW IN COLLEGE 
By: Janet Martin 

Judy Paul spent the summer working 
at Camp Betsy Cox for Jean 
Davies. She had charge of all 
triping from the camp and from 
reports of GMC'ers who met her 
groups on tho trail she was 
doing an excellent Job, This 
is one camp which sends out 
small groups only... I under- 
stand they had to sleep cut in 
the rain one night- because there 
was such a large group in the 
shelter. Jtidy is now back at 
UVrn for her Soph. year. 

Sue Pfenning is studying nursing 
at UVM. 

Sue Crighton is at Jackson College 
in Mass. 

Carrie Burchardt is at Harpur in 
New York State. She spent her 
second summer on the sta^f of 
Silver Towers, the Vt. camp for 
Retarded children. 


FIRE HILL 
By: Ruth Postman 
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NEW MEMBERS 


On Sunday June 22nd about 
fifteen members and others drove 
to Ruth LaBrakes ' camp In Florence. 
It was a beautiful June day. 

Some of the real energetic ones 
started out to hike to the top of 
the mountain, but they didn't find 
It so came back. 

We had our picnic lunch on the 
lawn in front of the camp beside 
the babbling brook. 

A family of four from Sherburne 
were In the party for lunch. Mr. 
Frink had some small samples of 
fuchlte stone and gave us each one. 

Some of us explored the pasture 
looking for wild strawberries but 
found only a few. However we we re 
rewarded by our walk down the 
road. On one side of it we •' , ound 
several wild orchids. We wove not 
sure at first as they were in bud, 
but we found later at least Eleanor 
Walker and Ruth LaBruke calc] tney 
were truly orchids . 

Our President Wilbur Weston 
called a short meeting tc discuss 
the changing of the by-laws by 
having the members vote on ques- 
tions Instead of by cowrit tees , 

It Is lovely country •iT'.uir.d 
the camp and wo all enjey- 1 It 
and Ruths hospitality and roping 
we will be Invited again. 


The following names have been 
added from June 4 to Sept. 20, 
1969. 

Faith Bartlett 
Eleanor W. Blaskovich 
Warren Crowley 
Rosamond Crowley 
Carolyn Crowley 
Nancy Crowley 
Andrew Hayes 
Kathy Hayes 
Andrew Hayes, jr. 

Chris Hayes 
Sherry Hayes 
H. Minerva Hlnchey 
Kay Hov/ard 
Margaret A. Ransom 
Richard Roberts 
Frances Roberts 
Kathy Roberts 
John Walsh 
Jill Walsh 
Peuar Walsh 
Anno Walsh 
Holly L. Weston 


Please send the Articles for the 
next Issue of Smoke & Blazes to 
Betty Gilman, 52 Chestnut Avc., 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 by November 17. 
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V l.'G ni.gs 


\IBSS Lj - SU-CiCYSIDc. 3KELTER 
WHE’.I* Sato ?ebo 21, 3:00 P.ii. 

Another try for a moon light 
snowshoe hike ana this tine we 
will promise the foils from 
Springfield we -HI be where we 
are supposed to be when we are 
supposed to be. 


l/KERE - /ALLIJGPOHD POLE 
’./HEJ: 3un. ,i£.v, 8 10:00 A a * . 

memories of a beautiful fall 
trip bring us back hero by snow- 
shoes to 3ee what this aiea looks 
like in winter. 


- COVER.. On OLE. L..T oliELTEii 
'.iHEiU Sat. .iar. 21 10:00 A. a. 


filHERS ~ PICO PO.TD 

’.JHEii* Sun.- April 5 10:00 A. i . 

Here it a spot we have not 
visited for years D /e hope to 
sncwshoe over old road from Long 
Trail Lodge and return on dirt 
road to U.S. f 4. 

ifTIERL - CLARE: !D0iI LODGE 
iJHEif? Sato Apr. 13 10 ;00 A.L, 

A favorite spot tc spend the 
night and enjoy a pancake break- 
fast which vs ad to be an annual 
affair with the dillington 
Section sc many years ago. 


The annual meeting of the 
Aillingtcn Section will be held 
in April, 

Everyone will be notified by 
nail of uhe exact date. 


Plan to bring a warm sleepinj] 
bag, stay overnight and explore 
some more town roads on Sunday 
providing the weather is not 
too cold. 


Please send the Articles for 
the next issue of Smoke A dieses 
to Setby Gilmtdi, 5- Chestnut Avc., 
Rutland, Vb, 05701 by April 22, 

I will try to do much Letter 
than I did Lhis tine. 


EAST MOUNTAI N 
By: Kathy Hayes 
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CLARENDON LODGE 
By: Doris Newton 


On Sunday, October 12, G.M. 
ers Dorothy Kirk, Church; 11 
Scott, "Doc" He war-rev, Louie 
Catozzi, Kathy H.-yes, find 
Sherry, Andy and Chris Hayes 
ventured to East Mountain 
during what was termed "the 
most Brilliant weekend of the 
foliage season". The under- 
statement of the dayt i Ic was 
a perfect day, warm and sunny. 
We left our cars r-n the oil 
road and walkei up an oil 
abandoned road across the 
swamp. Upon stepping for water 
and a short rest :, D n c ’ decided 
he would return home and help 
his wife with the fol!Ugu crowd 
The rest of us continued 
through what won once r. 1 t* 3 <? 
meadow, and on through c.-nsl/e- 
rable woodsy area vrh ro we 
stopped for lunch then i on- 
tlnued on to tro summit, which 
gave us a beautiful vis - ./ rf 
Rutland and -Jur <. . and Vr:;-: areas. 
We noted that vhe :• ev t.el 
plant life wero rti.'j. v- • .ry 
green for this tine of y 
due to lack cf :Lar.«.gj tig frosts 
so far. We s i,. sever . j cluster 
of huge shelf fungi and. n ny, 
memy varieties of lichens, 
mushrooms, fungi and what have 
you. 

After a drink of mountain 
dew and a short rest we made 
our way back to the cars and 
by of the Wheelerville Road 
(stopped to look at an old 
family cemetery also) back to 
Route #4 and Rutland. TIRED 
but happy with our trip. 


After two weeks of rain, 
forecast of mere snow-squalls 
promised almost a pleasant day, 
and so it proved. Churchill . 
Cathy Hayes, her two small-fry, 
their young guest- and myself, 
went in to Clarendon. We found 
three deer hunters in residence, 
and the cabin warm in spite of 
the miS3lr.g windows. (removed 
for "epclrsi). 

Without them not much could 
be done .bout preparing the cabin 
for winter, so, with a clear 
consoi ono;» r we decided to climb 
the littie hill with the intere- 
sting oiifT, then to bushwhack 
around mi. iovn the other side. 
Alter this, lunch back at the 
cabin va vciy welcome. 

Ac we ! eft, the sun came out 
(why couiu 'r.-’t it have cleared 
while on the hill?) 

and on loo .ay aown we met a Jeep 
bearing T- vry Gullck and friends 
armed wxth shovels and rakes 
to clean up operations at the 
lump. 

The day was 3tJ.ll young so 
we decided tc visit parts of 
the Mill River Gorge. With the 
fairly high water following the 
rains, this proved a good finale 
to a pleasant day. 
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GOVERNOR CLEMEN T 
By : Sue Pfenning 

" Pray, people, to purchase 
this paper, partly to pay for 
the price of printing and pub- 
lishing " 

After more than a week of 
perfect weather, previous picnics 
have proven a peculiar phenoni- 
nal predisposition of precipita- 
tion, a promise of a pernicious 
and piercing blizzard or per- 
haps even a possible hurricane 
( who can tell what's next in 
Vermont?. 1 ). Particularly if 
you're planning on a hike Sunday, 
right? Well, that's what we ex- 
pected, but when the sun was 
still shining and the air was 
still, even though Saturday, we 
all sort of held our breath and 
hoped it could hold out one moi e 
day. Yes, Nature is full of sur- 
prises, and Sunday turned out to 
be the most beautiful day you 
could ask for. 

Twenty-one men, women, chil- 
dren, a jeep and a dog made their 
way up the road to Governor 
Clement Shelter on November 30th. 
It was slightly iced -over already, 
covered by a light coating of 
snow that was falling softly all 
around us, making the conditions 
ideal for slippery boots and a 
running start at the top of a 
steep hill, ending with a crash 
into the nearest snowbank ( or 
tree) , but not so ideal for the 
cars. The air was still, there 
was no wind at all, so we didn't 
really notice the temperature 
while we were hiking. But sit 
still in a damp shelter just long 
enough to catch your breath and 
sign the register, and you'll 
undoubtedly find yourself jumping 
around gathering fire-wood faster 
than you can say "Snodgrass 
Memorial Outhouse". 


All in all, it was a beauti- 
ful day well spent, well worth 
remembering. The snow kept 
failing all through the day. It's 
too bad there weren’t move of 
you there tc enjcy it. Rachael 
Carlson once said, while reflect- 
ing on a quiet rummer night spent 
looking at. the sky and the stars 
through idle clear darkness," It 
occurred to me that If this were 
a sight tr.au could be seen only 
c.ncc j.n a century or even once 
in r, h'uu^n generation, this 
little headland would be thronged 
with rpc.its.tors. But it can be 
seen many -cores of nights in 
any year, and so the lights 
burned !n the cottages and the 
inhabitants probably gave not a 
thought cu the beauty overhead 
and because they could see it 
almost nay night perhaps they 
will never 3ee it." 

By’ Virginia *~Cily * 

Sunny side Choicer was the 
setting x'or the Moonlight Hike 
on Dec ere hex ?.]st. .dck and 
liranortS Roberts and Li > find 
Betty Weeks, early Spr in# field 
arrival* at the shelter, welcomed 
the Ca he». J and Iteys and dogs 
Nicky and Til ever with a toasty 
cabin and greeting. Following 
supper, another hike in the pale 
moonlight led to the spot over- 
looking the Christmas lights in 
Rutland. While retracing their 
steps back to the Shelter, the 
ladies paused in the white 
Chris tmasy stillness and sang 
"Silent Night". Rutland friends 
were missed but a warm cabin was 
left in case they came in laf^r. 
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MEMBERSHIP LIST 


Th 4 s issue of Smoke & Blazes 
Is the last that will be sent 
to 1969 members of the 
Killington Section. 

Dues of $?.00 for adults, . . 50 p 
for children are now payable 
for 197u to V, Churchill S^ott 
132 Maple Street, Rutland 
Vt. 05701 

Harriot Bi*yant 
Kendra Bryant 
Leitha Bryant 
Miles Bryant 
Owen Bryant 
Andrew Hayes, Jr. 

Chris Hayes 
Kathy Kpyes 
Sherry H^yes 
Dorothy Johnson 
Harold Johnson 
William 0 chnson 
Elsie Mai ei* 

Craigue Perkins 
Mary Pevkins 
Mar gar e t Hans om 
Frances Roberts 
Richard Roberts 
Betlin^ Rouiier 
Kim Scott 

W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Sec or 
Ed Trze8n.Vov .ki 
Bailey Waston 
HolJy Weston 
Wilbur Weston 
Herbert oglon, Jr. 

Kevin Abbott 
Kimberly Abbott 



COMING hIKES 

WnERE - TONGUE MOUNTAIN 
MnEN : On Saturday and Sunday, 

September 12 and 13 , an overnight 
trip will be made in the Lake 
George area. We will drive to 
the west side of the lake and 
hike about 3«5 miles on an easy 
trail to an open front shelter. 

The group will leave the Main 
Street park area at 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 13* 

wHEhE - BENNINGTON 
wHEN : On September 12 and 13, 

several aections of the Green 
Mountain Club are getting together 
for a Trail Building Party in the 
Bennington Section area on their 
new route for the Long Trail. 

The Pioneer Valley Section has 
extended an invitation to anyone 
who would to join them. The new 
route will go over Bald Mountain 
in some wildeand interesting 
country that should be fun to 
explore . 


The time to meet for the trail 
building party is at 10 a.m. on 
both days at the crossing of the 
Long Trail on Route 9, 4 miles 
ea^t of Bennington and k miles 
west of Woodford. 

SChELULES 

Our new Outing Chairman, Ed 
Tr zesniowski , has drown up a new 
fall and winter schedule, see 
the last page of this issue of 
Smoke and Blazes. 

K ILLINGTON SECTION 
G. M. C . 

Si- ecial Meeting 

Friday Evening, September 11, 197C 

CVFSC Con.oany Room, Grove Street, 
Rutland, Vermont, 

7:00 to 9:30 or 10:00 p.m. 

TO: 

Hear reports of officers and 
committee chairmen 
RESOLVE CLARENDON SHELTER DILEMI 
Consider new business 


TRAIL CONFERENCE 
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TIN ML UT H MOUNTAIN 
BY : Doris Newton 


Saturday, horch 2t , saw the 
Cahee's and Robert's of 
Springfield attend the annual 
Trail Conference held at the 
University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst, Massachusetts. 

The afternoon session featured 
of several workshops running 
simultaneously on matters of 
trail use and maintenance. This 
turned out to be one of the 
most constructive sessions in 
recent years. An outstanding 
slide presentation on trail 
erosion and efforts to improve 
conditions sparked active dis- 
cussion in one workshop. 

The evening portion was a most 
interesting show of glass 
slides including many taken 
before the year 1900. Inter- 
esting views of trails and 
climbing in the White Mountains 
during that period held the 
attention of the near capacity 
audience. The efforts needed 
for people to get to the moun- 
tains and then to the trails in 
those days proves the enthusi- 
asm of the early hikers. 

We congratulate the Program 
Committee for the fine planning 
this year. 

THaNK YOU 

A big "thank you" from the 
Killington Section goes to 
those Junior members end 
friends who helped so effici- 
ently at out Sugar-on-Snow 
Party: Carol, Nancy, and Betsy 

Martin; Louise Coolidge; Candy 
Scott; Bonnie Bride; Johnny 
Allard; and Henry Carpenter. 

Thanks shouid go also to our 
always dependcible standbys, "T" 
Valiquette, Janet end Jack 
Martin, and Churchill Scott. 


Have you ever noticed, as you 
studied the Taconic Range from 
some Green Mountain viewpoint, or 
from Route 7, on a winter day, that 
small white clearing on a summit 
south of Mt . Herrick? It has 
seemed to some of us that it would 
be a very sightly spot and would 
reward a trip up there some day. 
Well, we have now been up, and it 
met all our expectations, tho it 
proved to be "Mt . Susie" rather 
than Tinmouth. 

Three of us from Rutland and two 
from Manchester met in Wallingford, 
proceeded to Tinmouth, then along 
the road to a farm which seemed a 
good take-off point. A very plea- 
sant climb followed. The ridge was 
steep, but as the going was thru 
open herd woods, the traveling was 
not difficult. Because of the 
unusually worm weather all the 
spring flowers seemed to be coming 
out together, and, as always, this 
was one of the delights of the trip 

From the summit there is a fine 
view particularly to the south and 
east. We all enjoyed the trip so 
much we decided "Susie" must go on 
the list of places to be revisited, 
with perhaps a little exploration 
to find a route a bit less steep. 

SUNNYSIDE SHELTER 

BY: Betty Weeks 

There were eight of us from Spring- 
field on the Moonlight Hike to 
Sunnyside February 21. A young 
couple from Hartford, Connecticut, 
were there when we arrived. They 
planned to spend the night there 
with two small children. They 
had snowshoed up on the hill to the 
south of the camp with us and c 
group from Rutland in t’Yie afternoon 
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CTTEK CREEK CANGE TRIP 
BY: Betty Weeks 

On Saturday, July 25, ten canoes 
and twenty-five canoeists enjoyed 
the third annual canoe trip on 
the Otter Creek. 

The canoes, loaded with children, 
dogs, and lunches, were launched 
at the city dock in Vergennes. 

The dry was hot but beautiful. 

The cool shade of tremendous 
willows along the shore and a gen- 
tle breeze kept the paddlers com- 
fortably cool on their way down- 
stream. The creek was very wide 
and fully banked, backed up by the 
waters of Lake Champlain. Fields 
and pastures rolled down to the 
creek in many places. There were 
camps and cottages with boat 
houses along the banks. We met 
several boats and visited with an 
occasional fisherman. It was down 
this waterway, in the War of l£l2, 
that Gen. Thornes hncDonough took 
his fleet of warships to meet and 
defeat the British in Lake 
Champlain. 

At noon we stopped for lunch on 
the bonk where the Dead Creek 
enters Otter Creek, 4 1/2 miles 
below Vergennes. It was too hot 
for coffee, so again the coffee 
pot went along only for the ride. 

As we paddled under the bridge 
and in^o Dead Creek, we went into 
a very different area. The trees 
gave way to tall reeds and water 
grasses with swamp land and fields 
on either side. This is part of 
a wild life preserve maintained by 
the State of Vermont. The water 
was pondlike as the name suggests. 
Water flowers, including quantities 
of white water lilies and beds of 
blue pickerelweed , blossomed 
everywhere. Killdeer, tern, and 
swallows swooped overhead. We 
could hear the scolding of the 
swamp wren and the raucous cackling 
of the gnllinule in the reeds. 
Occasionally a gull or kingfisher 
dipped to the water to catch a 
fish. We passed several nesting 
boxes but saw only a few ducks 
that flew off in the distance. 


In spite of the heat, the three 
miles up Dead Creek went very 
quickly, and all too soon we had 
beached out- canoes at the 
Vergennes-Panton road crossing. 
The congenial company and the 
beautiful surroundings made this 
a most successful outing. 


ACK N OWLEDGEMENTS 

The Killington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club wishes to 
thank the many members who have 
contributed during the past 
year. Their help allows us to 
maintain the Trail and Shelters 
as well as possible. The 
Richard Roberts family, the 
Harriot Bryant Family, H. G. 
Ogden, Jr., Fran Green, Helen 
Frink, and Lincoln Isham. 

LONG TRAIL NEWS 

The August issue of The Long 
Trail News should be out by now. 
If any member of the section did 
not get their copy, please notify 
W. C. Scott, 132 Ma pie Street, 
Rutland, VT 05701. 


Please send articles for the next 
issue of Smoke and Blazes to Mrs. 
Marilyn S. Clemenson, 45 Piedmont 
Parkway, Rutland, VT 05701 by 
the end of December. By then we 
should be reorganized! 


MEmBERShlF LIST 

John Allard - Rutland VT 
Jane W. Abbott, Keith Abbott, 

Kim Abbott, Kimberly Abbott - 
Springfield VT 
Martha Adams - Rutland VT 
John H. Anlian - Ridgefield 
Park NJ 

F. Wm. Baxandall - farendon VT 
Helen Bailey - Charlestown, NH 
Bennett D. Bell, Miriam P. Bell - 
Rutland VT 

Anna Berg - N. Clarendon VT 
Mrs. E. W. Blaskovitch - Dearborn 
Michigan 


(k) 

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR TnE YEaR 1969 


INCOME 

Cosh on hi nd st Jenucry 1, 1969 $3,331-^9 

Dues from members lot. 00 

Interest on Savings Account 129-11 

Contributions 120.50 

Credit Gilmore Lumber Company 37*50 

Guide Book Soles 19.50 


total income $ 3 , 625.60 

EXFENSES 

Sunnyside Shelter Construction to 7^2.71 

Trails end Shelters 67*52 

Paid to main club (guide books, patches, dues) 67*50 

Outing Committee 66.20 

Smoke and Blazes 62.60 

Pres. W. F. Weston's expenses kb. 5k 

Miscellaneous expenses 2^.67 

Telephone charges 22. kk 

Postage 19*60 

Annual Meeting 5 • bO 


TOTAL EXPENSES $1,139-56 

CaSH ON HAND , December 31, 1969 $2,666.02 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 
( continued ) 


Harriot Bryant, Lethic Bryant, 
Miles Brynnt , Kendra Bryant, 
Owen Bryant - Dorset VT 
Hedrick Cahee, Christine Cahee - 
Springfield VT 

Lawrence Corehon - New York NY 
Mary Ann Cosey - Durham, NH 
Marilyn Clcruenson - Rutland VT 
Wilmon Day, Virginia Day - 
Springfield . VT 
Adolf De Iso - Rutland VT 
Ruth A. Fostnan - Rutland VT 
Helen Frink - Randolph VT 
James C. Frink - Rutland VT 
Thomas Fuller - Rutland VT 
Elizabeth Gilman - Rutland VT 
William Grogen - Rutland VT 
Freinces Green - Shrewsbury VT 
Charles B. Gulick - Castleton VT 
William B. Gyorfi - Proctor VT 
W. Thomas Hall - Springfield VT 
Kathy Hayes, Andrew Hayes, Jr., 
Chris Hi yes, Sherry Hayes - 
Castleton VT 


Dorothy He genian - New York NY 
Florence Herrick - Springfield VT 
R«' y Hill, Dorothy Hill, Castleton 
H. Minerva hinchey - Rutland VT 
Stewart Holmes, Mrrgairet Holmes 
Rutland VT 

J. Harold Howard, Kay Howard - 
Rutland VT 

Lincoln Isham - Dorset VT 
Harold Johnson, Dorothy Johnson, 
William Johnson - E . Wall ingford 
Richard A. Kennedy - Castleton VT 
Dorothy Kirk - Rutland VT 
Ruth LaBrake - Rutland VT 
Hubert Lary - Rochester VT 
Janice LaBounty - Manchester VT 
Paul Magoon, Jeffry •Mrgoon - 
Springfield VT 
Elsie Maier - New York NY 
John Martin, Janet Martin, Betsy 
Martin, Carol Martin, David 
Martin, Nancy Martin, Nancy 
Martin, Tommy Martin - Rutland V' 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
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The Pilot Project, suggested by 
Herb Ogden at the last Section 
meeting on June 27, 1970, end en- 
dorsed by those present, has pro- 
gressed to completion. The idea 
of eliminating dumps, the first 
of its kind in the annuls of GMC 
history (I think), begfin with a 
bang on Saturday, July 11, when 
22 members converged on the Clement 
shelter eyesore and obliterated it 
in short order, using Herb Ogden's 
truck to convey the contents to a 
legitimate site. Also standing by 
to assist in the mobile part of 
the action was Lloyd eeks and J ir.i 
Frink with their vehicles. Once 
begun, the idea of cleaning out 
the debris at shelter locations 
became a Section obsession, and on 
Saturday, July lb, while Irving 
White labored to build us a chimney 
at Sunnyside, others of the 
assembled group cleaned out the 
unsightly rubbish end wc- were two 
down and four to go. Came yet 
another Saturday, and the "unsink- 
able" Herb Ogden with the help only 
of a backhoe and its operator did 
away with the contents of the 
trash heap at Clarendon Shelter. 
This action was the result of a 
sudden decision! and, due to a pre- 
viously planned canoe trip, it 
was net possible to get the 
assistance of other members of 
the Section. 


In the following weeks, the remain 
ing three dumps were systematic- 
ally divested of their smelly con- 
tents by various members of the 
Section . 


*R. p «fh8f gSj8S«?* 1 i a F$Sr.°£.re 

placed at road crossings by the 
Highway Department, Churchill 
Scott, and Herb Ogden. as far as 
possible, these barrels were so 
located as to be seen by hikers on 

the trail but obscured from view 
of traffic on the highways. The 

President of the GMC, Shirley 
Strong, has taken special notice 
of this particular action, and 
our work will no doubt be the 
example that other Sections will 
follow. 


It is hoped that in due course, 
all shelters on the Long Trail 
will be scraped clean of all 
unsightly refuse in the non-too- 
distant future. Signs such as 
Herb Ogden provided us will be 
in evidence to remind the users 
of the shelters as to what has 
been done and tc suggest to them 
that trey do the same. 

- W. Weston 

MEMBERSHIP LIST (cont.) 

Margot McKinney, Kathy, McKinney 

- Fcultney VT 

William N. Mitchell - Worcester 
Massachusetts 
Doris Newton - Rutlant VT 
Herbert G. Ogden, Sr., Herbert 
G. Ogden, Jr. - Windsor VT 
Gecrge Fearlstein - W. Pewlet VT 
Craigue Ferkins, Mary Perkins - 
Rutlant VT 

Vera Ferkins - Rutlant VT 
Robert Perkins, Thelma Perkins, 
Anne Perkins, David Perkins, 
Polly Perkins, Tim Perkins, San 
Jose, California 
Les Pfenning, Marc Pfenning, 

Susan Pfenning - Rutland VT 
Margaret A. Ransom - Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida 
George Reynolds, Springfield VT 
Richard Roberts, Frances Roberts 

- Springfield VT 

F. Robert Robinson, Helen J. 
Robinson - Rutland VT 
Ben Rols ton - Schenectady NY 
Bettina Rculier - Rutland VT 
Linda Rozcwixz - New York NY 
Ellen Russell - Providence RI 
James Sapero - Rutlant VT 
W. Churchill Scott, Kim S. Scctt 

- Rutland VT 

Ray Secor - Schenectady NY 
Larry M. Smith - Pittsford VT 
Louis Stare - Bass River, Mass 
Edward Trzesniowski - Rutland VI 
Harold Valiquette, Thelma 
Valiquette, Jchn J. Valiquette. 
Thomas J. Valiquette - Rutland 
Florence Van Wyck - Wallingford 
Charles Wade - Wallingford VT 
Eleanor Walker - Rutland VT 
Lloyd Weeks, Elizabeth Weeks - 
Springfield VT 
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wEwbEhSnlP LIST (Continued) 

Daniel Weine - Rutland VT Lorna Vhitehouse 

J. Allen Weldon - Rutland VT Holly L. Weston - 

Wilbur Weston, Mrs. Bailey S. Carleton Wilson - 

Weston - Rutland VT 


- Brandon VT 
Raleigh NC 
Rutland VT 


HIKING SCHEDULE 
KILLINGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


’-TIN TER »70 


SPRING *71 


DECEMBER 

1 NT hOrRH) ~(c? 5 

PICO CAMP 19 

20 


I 



SEPTEMBER 


JANUARY 







Lake george 11 

12 


3 BLUE RIDGE 

13 




GRAKPA *S KNOB 16 


TAMARACK SHELTER 

26 



r 




24 SUNNYSIDE 

27 

I 


| 


OCTOBER 


FEBRUARY 


IT/HITE ROCKS(C) 


4 

MT CARMEL 

10 


7 LIT PHILO 


COVERED DISH SUPPER 

17 




MERK FOREST 

24 


STRATTON POND (E-E) 19 20 

25 




21 r 


NOVEMBER 


MARCH 


DORSET CAVE 


HIKE - MEETING FOR CARAVAN 

8 

CAMEL'S HUMP (C) 

14 


7 r TO MT. WASHINGTON, N. H. 





RESERVATIONS WILL BE TAKEN 


CLARENDON LODGE 

28 


FOR PINKHAM NOTCH CAMP 

29 

I 


r 


WRITE. W. CHURCHILL SCOTT, 132 MAPLE STREET, RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701 

E, TRZESNIOWSKI, 2-l/2 SOUTH LAIN STRICT, RUTLAND, VERMONT 06701 

TELEPHONE. 7^5720 

SEE RUTLAND HERALD FOR DETAILS 

SHARE YOUR SLIDES OR MOVIES. AN OVERNIGHT IN IGLOO OR SNOT CAVE; JANUARY THAW 
TIME; SKI WALKING. FIRST SATURDAY EACH MONTH. 


(C) CLIMBING 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Killington Section of The Green 
Mountain Club is very grateful for 
the contributions that a number of 
members have made. Their help has 
been most welcome and a big lift 
for those who work to maintain our 
trails and shelters. 

Harriet Bryant 
Prances Green 
Lincoln Isham 
Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

The Richard Roberts Family 


8 - DA f .HIKER .COUNT 

Our Section will conduct an 8-day 
hiker count at Cooper Lodge again 
this year. Help is needed to keep 
the records of recreational acti- 
vities on the Long Trail at this 
popular spot. For more information 
please contact W. C. Scott. 


GREEN .MOUNT AIN .CLUB .9/70-3/71 


SCHEDULES 

Thanks to a great deal of time 
and effort cn the part of Pres. 

Ed Trzesniowski , a new list of 
outings has been drawn up. 

They range from easy to hard , 
short to long. White Mountains 
to the Adirondacks, plus many 
for those working on their End 
to End Award. 

A copy of the schedule was mailed 
to each member on March 11-12. 
More are available from Ed or 
Churchill. 


Bf-LAWS 

After a number of interesting 
and lively meetings, a set of 
by-laws were drawn up and 
approved. This is a fledgling 
operation for our Section, and 
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we hope that everyone will look 
these over and let the Board of 
Directors know if there are any 
questions . 

Each member should have received 
a copy with the schedule of out- 
ings for the coming year. 

We are grateful to Mr. Herb 
Ogden for this printing. 


GREEN - UP _D A / _ 

Our Section will clear up the 
Utter along Routes 4, 103, and 
1^40 again this year. In 1970 
we had a very small group 
assisted by Mr. Granget Kammerer 
and pursued by Mr. V/eston, who 
even though he did not catch up, 
did a fine Job of checking the 
areas already cleaned. The 
group will meet at the Fire 
Station area on Saturday, May 1, 
at 9 a.m. with old clothes, 
gloves, and a hearty lunch. 


G._M._C.__DAf 

Let us hope for much better 
weather this year to enjoy on 
this day when every able-bodied 
member of the G.M.C. is asked to 
give a day to working on the 
Trail and the shelters that we 
maintain . 

Last year two days of rain and 
wind hampered our activities, 
but Mr. and Mrs. G. Kammerer of 
the Main Club stayed at Pico Camp 
and Ed stayed at Cooper Lodge 
and then hiked in the rain to 
Route 103. 

In 1971 we hope to have more than 
10 members out of a list of more 
and 120 names. 

On Saturday, May 15, we will 
meet at the Fire Station area in 
work clothes, sturdy gloves, and 
with a hearty lunch, ready to do 
a good day's work for our Section. 


MT._ _AS C UTNE f _D A i_ 

On Saturday, May 22, the Ascutney 
Trails Association will sponsor 
their annual Mt. Ascutney Day. 

In the number of years it has been 
held, cur Section has had a repre- 
sentation; but, we should try to 
do better this year. 

The Association plans to feed 
everyone who goes up the Mountain 
under his or her own power, and 
those who have gone before can 
tell many stories of the numerous 
goodies served. 

We will meet at 9 a.m. on Saturday 
May 22, at the Fire Station area. 


SMOKE _and _b lazes 

We didn't receive an£ articles or 
reports on hikes for’Smoke and 
Blazes since the last issue in 
September. If you don't feel up 
to sitting down and writing an 
article or a report, just call me 
and tell me about it — I'll be glad 
to write it up (773-8862). Or, 
send your articles to me at 45 
Piedmont Parkway, Rutland, VT 
05701. M. S. Clemenson. 


1971 .MEMBERSHIP _LI ST 

Dues for the 1971 season are now 
payable to the Treasurer. $2 for 
adults and 50<t for students may be 
sent to W. Churchill Scott, 132 
Maple Street, Rutland VT 05701. 

This is the last issue of Smoke and 
Blazes that will be sent to the 
1970 list of members. 

If there are any corrections or 
additions, please notify the 
Treasurer. 

The following is a list of members 
of The Killington Section, Green 
Mountain Club, Inc., as of 20 
March 1971: 


TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE if EAR 1970 
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INCOME 


Cash on hand at January 1, 1970 $2,686.02 

Dues from members 203.50 

Interest on Savings Account 110.04 

Contributions 43.50 

Guide Book Sales 39.00 

TOTAL INCOME $3,082.06 


EXPENSES 


Trails and Shelters $ 

Outings 

Smoke and Blazes 

Paid to main club 

Pres. W. F. Weston's expenses 

Miscellaneous expenses 

Sugar on Snow 

Telephone charges 

Postage 

T. N. Aitken Forest Association (1969-1970) 

F. A. Field Insurance 


217.95 
63.31 
41.20 
71.25 

2.35 

128.95 
53.57 

6.52 


21.70 

20.00 

47.74 


TOTAL EXPENSES 


$ 674.54 


CASH ON HAND. December 31, 1970 $2,407.52 


Membership List (cont.) 

Martha Adams - Rutland VT 
Anna Berg - N. Clarendon VT 
Mrs. R. Blaskovich Dearborn MI 
Jonathan Booraem - Rutland VT 
Harriot Bryant - Dorset VT 
Raymond Catozzi - Rutland VT 
Louis Catozzi - Rutland VT 
Marilyn S. Clemenson - Rutland VT 
Wilman Day - Springfield VT 
Virginia Day - Springfield VT 
Ruth Postman - Rutland VT 
George Gragen - Rutland VT 
William Gragen, Rutland VT 
Frances Green - Shrewsbury MA 
Eleanor Guerra - Rutland VT 
Kathy Hayes, Chris Hayes, Andy 
Hayes, Sherry Hayes - Castleton 
Robert Herrmann - Hubbardton VT 
Robert Hill - Killington VT 
James Howland - Rutland VT 
Jack Hunter - Woodstock VT 
Ruth Hunter - Woodstock VT 
Lincoln Isham - Dorset VT 


Harold Johnson, E. Wallingford VT 
Dorothy Johnson, E. Wallingford VT 
William Johnson, E .Wallingford VT 
Mrs. George Kirk - Rutland VT 
Elsie Maier, NfC, Nf 
Dave Mason - Rutland VT 
Janet Merrick - Brattleboro, VT 
Herbert Ogden Jr., Birmingham, MI 
George Pearlstein - W.Pawlet VT 
Craigue Perkins - Rutland VT 
Mary Perkins - Rutland VT 
Vera Perkins - Rutland VT 
Les Pfenning, Marc Pfenning, Susan 
Pfenning - Rutland VT 
Margaret Ransom, Ft. Lauderdale FL 
Richard Roberts, Springfield VT 
Frances Roberts, Springfield VT 
Bettina Roulier - Rutland VT 
VT Ellen Russell - Providence RI 
Jesse Rydenski - Rutland VT 
W. C. Scott - Rutland VT 
Kim Scott - Rutland VT 
Louis Stare - Bass River MA 
Robert H. Valeo - Manchester VT 
Eleanor Walker - Rutland VT 
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Membership List (cont.) 

Harold, Thelma, John, end Thomas 
Valiguette • Rutland VT 
Lloyd and Elizabeth Weeks * 
Springfield VT 

Dan Weine •• Rutland VT 
Carleton Wilson - Rutland VT 
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BO*Ki . OR DIjkcCTORS 

Presidenx - Edward Trznesiowski 
Vice Fres . Kay ond Secor 
Sec. ~Tr efts. W Churchill Scott 
Trustees t Wilbur- F, Weston 
Elizabth Weeks 
LTN Reporters: Kathy Hayes 

Vera Perkins 
Herbert G* Ogcien 
Robert Herrmann 

MEMBERSHIP LIST 

The following names are those adaed 
to the list of members printed in 
the March issue of Stnoke arid Blazes: 

Keith, Kim, and Kimberly Abbott - 
Springfield VT 

Helen Bailey •• CncrJestown NH 
heurick and Christine Cahee - 
Springfield VT 
Helen Frink - Randolph VT 
Janes Frink - kutlana VT 
Adolph Delso - Rutland VT 
Betty Gilman - Rutland VT 
Dorothy liegeman Dombrowski - 
Trenton NJ 

Stewart and Margaret Holmes - 
Rutland VT 

J« Harold, Kay, and Patrick Howard 
Rutland VT 

Richard Mf.rthe , Eric, Janis , Lisa, 
and Mike Kennedy Castleton VT 
Ruth LaBrake - Rutland VT 
Janice La Bounty - Manchester VT 


GREEK MOUNTAIN CLTJb • Apr.-^ug. 1971 

P&ui and Jeffrey Magoon • 

Springfield VT 
Doris Newton - Rutland VT 
Herbert G.. Ogden, Sr. - Windsor VT 
Robert, Thelma , Anne David, Polly, 
and Tien Perkins -• San Jose Ca 
oen Ralston - Scnenectady NY 
Linas Rozowicz - NYC i\Y 
Ray Secor - Rutland VT 
Wilbur end Bailey Weston - 
Rutland VT 

Holly Weston -- Raioigh NC 
Lor no Whitehorne - Brandon VT 
Matthew Eastman - Rutland VT 
Frederica Welch - Rutland VT 
H. Minerva hinchey - Rutland VT 
George H. Wolcott - Rutland VT 
Braalord McKirryher - Vergennes VT 
Judith McKirryher - Vergennes VT 
Eov*ard Trzesniowski - Rutland VT 

ACKNOWLEDG MENT 

We wish to thank Miss Helen Frink 
of Randolph, Vermont, for her 
recent contribution to the Killington 
Section of the Green Mountain Club. 

Also, our thanks to Mr, H erbert 
Lary , his students, and Miss Trudy 
Deval for the tremendous amount of 
help given during G.M.C. Day at 
Clarendon Lodge. 


NOTE S FRO M HERB OGDEN, SHELTER CH . 

Address: RFD #1, Windsor VT 

Phone: Hartland 436-4452 

ADOPT A SHELTER ??? 

About the best way to keep our 
Section shelters in good condition 
is for someone to visit them regu- 
larly throughout the hiking season 
(and even once or twice during the 
off-season) to check on general 
conditions and especially to pack 
out any trash that has been left 
around. So far, Clarendon Shelter 
and Johnson Shelter (although not 
rightly in the Section) have been 
"adopted". If some member of the 
Section wishes to take on one of 
the other shelters, please let me 
know . 

Si'iALL STOVE NEEDED 

The stove at Fico Comp is about all 
used up. This camp will be put in 
good shape during the next few 
weeks with a new metal roof, new 
window panes where needed, front 
window replace, and privy com- 
pleted. The stove should be re- 
placed, too. Does any member of 
the Section have a small cook stove 
he would care to donate or sell for 
this purpose? Or know of someone 
else who does? Or even know of one 
in a secondhand store somewhere? 

TRAIL FOODS AND SUPPLIES 
by Harold How*>rd 

For those of you who are interested 
in obtaining freeze-dried, light- 
weight and well-packaged trail 
foods, you inay do so right now here 
in the Rutland area. The place is 
LEISURE LINES on Route 4, east of 
Rutland and just before you get to 
Town Line Road. You'll recognize 
the place by all the comp trailers 
on display. 

In addition to this well-displayed 
and complete stock of trail foods, 
they have many trail items of 
interest. To name e few, you'll 
find some excellent packs, Primus- 
type stoves, light-weight one-man 
tents, sleeping bags, folding cups, 
and many more items. 


even if you don't buy anything, it 
is a real pleasure to look this 
stock over. 

HOW DC W E PL a N OUR HIK ES? 

By Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

Maybe if I picked \..y hikes better, I 
wouldn't be left with the thoughts 
which follow. Unfortunately, of the 
three Killington Section hikes for 
which I've been present, one was 
cancelled, one drew only four people 
--with no leader— end avoided seri- 
ous accident more or less by chance, 
and one involved only three people. 
None of the hikes introduced any 
non-members to tne Trail; one nearly 
left a pair of eager young hikers 
without a way to reach the mountains. 

All tnis leads me to ask why we plan 
hikes and whether we should be sat- 
isfied with the status quo in our 
efforts to "make the Mountains play 
a larger part in the life of the 
people." Do we plan hikes so that 
K.S. members may meet socially? Do 
we plan them so that adults will be 
introduced to the Trail and to our 
Section? Do we plen them so that 
youngsters who couldn't otherwise 
reach the Trail can go along? Do 
we plan them so that the party can" 
be assured of a car spotted at their 
destination to avoid backtracking? 

Or do we plan hikes just to show 
that we as a Section are still 
alive? 

Which of these possibilities is a 
real reason? How valid is it? If 
it is valid, are we keeping it 
properly in mind when we plan our 
outings? Just what should our 
hikes be, if they should be at all? 

TUCKER LODGE 
by Her old TDoc ) Howard 

On August 5 at 10:30 e.m., a group 
of about 60 campers and counselors 
met at Robinwood opposite Pico Ski 
area for the purpose of cleaning up 
the area about old Tucker Camp. 

This group was made up of members 
of the following camps: 

Camp Killooleet , Hancock, Vermont 
Leader , John See gar 


Betsy Cox Camp, Pittsford, Vermont 
Leader, Jean Davies 

Camp Keewaydin, Lake Dunmore , Vt. 
Leader Tim Ritter 


large number of waterbarsi The fif- 
teen hikers whom we met had com- 
plaints about the terrain, but few 
about the Trail. 


Camp Sangamon, Pittsford, Vermont 
Leader, James Lee 

Indian Brook Camp, Plymouth Union, 
Vermont, Leaders: Prue Merton 

and Janet Bailey 

We went in the lower end of the old 
loop trail which was overgrown and 
untrodden when we started but well 
trodden upon when we finished. Trash 
of all sorts wnich had accumulated 
over several years was put into 
plastic and burlap bags and carted 
out. There was a lot of it] 

The enthusiasm and diligence of this 
group was remarkable. Their atti- 
tude and behavior was heartwarming. 
The Killington Section owes them a 
vote of thanks. 

BEATING a SHOWER IN FIVE HOURS 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

July 2k was not a promising day for 
a ten-mile hike: The weatherman 

announced heat, humidity, and 
scattered showers. Leader Herb Ogden, 
Jr*, at first had visions of being 
the only hiker, but then discovered 
that "Kcltonski Fire Station' 1 didn't 
mean what he thought and located 
Bob H errmann and Danny Weine quite 
a ways down a side street. 

With a car spotted at Brandon Gap, 
we drove on to Middlebury Gap. Soon 
after starting in, we met a couple 
from Iowa out for a day hike. Far- 
ther on and farther up, the haze 
prevented any distant views , but we 
had good lookouts over Lake Pleiad 
and Brandon Gap with its beaver 
ponds. Other lookouts were appre- 
ciated not for the view but for the 
breezes which kept off the ravenous 
mosquitos that swarmed about us 
after lunch at Sucker Brook. 

While the Middlebury Mountain Club 
trail crew seemed not to have ven- 
tured south of Worth Mountain in 
recent years, the rest of the 
stretch was in good shape. Between 
the Mt . Horrid Cliff and Brandon Gap 
foresighted workers had even built 
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Our leader had been predicting rain 
since the morning, and thunder- 
showers had threatened since White 
Rocks Mountain, but scarcely a drop 
touched us before we reached the 
car mid-afternoon. Fifteen minutes 
later, rain fell with a vengeance, 
but the satisfied hikers were out 
of its reach. 


K. S. HIKERS DIVIDE. CONQUER MTNS . 
by Herbert Ogden, Jr. 

The beautiful weather on July 10 
must net have inspired many K.S. 
members to set foot on the Long 
Trail as only four people showed up 
at Brandon Gap to head south. Louis 
Catozzi and Matt Eastman were going 
all the way to Sherburne Pass, 
while Jim Frink and Herb Ogden, Jr., 
(and measuring wheel) made a day 
hike to New Boston where a car had 
been spotted. 


soon atter lunch at Sunrise Shelter, 
we had a chance to admire the USFS ' s 
fine bridges and the newly-created 
views of Mt. Horrid— one of them 
complete with bench] The bridges 
were doubly admirable— they seemed 
to have been constructed just narrow 
enough, with handrails in the right 
places, to make them impassable for 
snowmobiles. in the lead farther 
up, Jim Frink pointed out a yellow 
birch so old that one had to look 
about thirty feet up to see that 
it was a birch at all. Meanwhile, 
Farr Peak resounded to the sound of 
woodpeckers . 


Forest Service's work turned to dis- 
enchantment as the footway began to 
disappear beneath the underbrush 
and branches invaded the headroom. 

At this point, the day hikers de- 

by a T the overn *Kbters 

y a little pack-swapping — but 

were not so blindly generous as to 
continue thls arrangement past the 
bottom of Wetmore Gap. 

Now ascending the steep slope of Mt. 
Carmel, we overtook a pair of girls 
by the side of the tra L, just^LL 


out of steam. Help was on the way, 
however, we soon met the rest of 
their party backtracking from Carmel 
Gamp with water to restore the 
stragglers . 

Waiting at Carmel, Jim and Herb ob- 
served the depressingly large gar- 
bage dump, which had oozed to with- 
in a few feet of the camp. That had 
better be hunters' garbage, not 
hikers I Or the GMC may soon lose 
the use of the place! 

After concluding that the cvernight- 
ers had gone up for the fine view 
from the peak, the day hikers took 
the trail down to New Boston, end- 
ing a pleasant day's walk. 

The overnight ers , meanwhile, had 
enjoyed the view from Mt . Carmel. 
After descending to Carmel Camp and 
seeing what a mess it was and how 
full it was (about half a dozen 
hikers planned to stay there), they 
decided to push on south. They 
spent the night by the side of the 
Trail . 

Some excitement resulted the next 
day, when Louis Catczzi walked out 
of the woods at Sherburne Pass 
alone--to tell a surprised "Wes" 
Weston that he's left Matt repack- 
ing at Johnson Shelter. Fortun- 
ately, Matt turned out to be visit- 
ing relatives in the area and the 
Killington Section, while scarcely 
covered with glory, at least man- 
aged to get the rest of its divid- 
ed group out of the mountains. 


pancake breakfasts, and chilly spa- 
ghetti suppers by a warm and cheer- 
ful fire. 

Our thanks to ell who helped to make 
this GMC Day a success. 

MT. MaRCY TRIP CAL LE D OFF 

On Monday May 25 at the *t200-foot 
level of Mt • Mansfield, there was 
50 inches of snow so the outing com- 
mittee regretfully called off the 
scheculed trip to Fir. Marcy on the 
weekend of May 29-30. In view of 
tne widespread interest in our first 
trip to the Adirondacks , it will be 
resceduled at the earliest date 
possible. Members will be notified 
either by Smoke and Blazes or bv 
mail. J 


TUCKER LODGE 


beginning in 193&, Tucker Lodge, 
uilt by the Long Trail Patrol, had 
many ups and downs • 


Memories of moonlight hikes 
minus the moon), coffee and 
nuts, and winter overnight 
enjoyed by many people. 


(mostly 
dough- 
hikes are 


Finally Prof. Buchanan's 
came true — the beech tree 
the shelter and from then 
downhill . 


prophecy 
fell on 
on it went 


nson ' s 


With the approach of the Robi 
Housing Development, it was decided 
to eliminate this shelter, and so 
on Seturaay March 27 + . * 

applied. the torch was 


CLARENDON LODGE 

On May 15-16, about 35 members of 
the GMC and friends helped to con- 
clude 19 years of trying to make 
Clarendon Lodge .a closed shelter. 
Consent was finally given by the 
main club to remove the stove and 
front, making Clarendon once again 
an open-front shelter. hopefully, 
this will help to cut down on the 
amount of misuse and increased 
visits should do much to improve 
the problem. 

Nevertheless, many people will 
have pleasant memories of below- 
zero mid-winter overnight hikes, 


Soon only a pile of ashes was left 
but many enjoyable stories will 
always remain of the good times had 
by so many people. 


MOUNT HANDLEY 
by R. Herrmann 

Twelve hiked to (what we called) the 
top of Mount Handley on April 3. 

The day was mostly sunny, but windy 
enough to make it uncomfortable to 
stand still when exposed to it. Two 
young bey scouts built a small fire 
in the lee of a ledge near the top 
of the mountain to prepare their 
lunches. Most of the hike was over 
bare ground, although at the top the 
li snow got to be knee-deep or hin-ri PO « 


depending on the owner's height. 
Several cf the group were lucky 
enough to see six deer on the return 
trip. 

PINE HILL HIKE 
By R. Herrmann 

The Pine hill Circle Hike on March 
20 turned out to be a pleasurable 
duet. The snow was just right, the 
weather was overcast but comfortable 
ano the difficulty of the climb was 
well within the ability of both 
hikers. We saw a snowmobile--and 
swelled its exhaust --tracks of a man 
ana his dog, and little else. 

On the following Saturday morning, 
under ideal weather conditions, a 
spectacle was witnessed by the 
skiers at Pico when eleven of us 
put the torch to Tucker Lodge. 

CGNGRkTULhTIONS 

Congratulations ore in order for 
George Pearlstein who was elected 
president of the main club at the 
recent annual meeting. Cur section 
will do all we can to help George 
have a successful term in office, 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

The following have offered to serve 
as heads cf the various committees: 

Shelter - Herb Ogden 
Truils - Wilbur Weston 
Outings - Ed Trzesniowski 
L.T. Reporter - Kathy Hayes 


to locate it, even fording a stream 
in his jeep in the Robert Frost 
National Forest only to land in a 
pile of chips. He Procured much 
information and maps at Bread Loaf 
Inn, but none of it led to the 
trail. Finally one old timer re- 
plied right from his choir: "Born 

and lived here all my life; guess 
if there'd been a Robert Frost 
Trail I'd have know about it." The 
trimming the news item got in the 
Rutland Herald hadn't helped mat- 
ters much to begin with. 
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"'-***' » *1 cut 1 1 J. iv (J | , 

Frink, Herbert Cgden Jr., "Wes" 
>veston, He Uy Louise Weston aged 
nine and a half of Raleigh, North 
Carolina, (and, of course, Rascal) 
ana your reporter, admitted that the 
several abortive sorties were to be 
preferred to a perpendicular climb 
on Mt . Mansfield. put what Goes a 
1 rus trated hike chairman do who has 
° rock pick in his knapsack? Hammer 
rocks, -f course. So we proceeded 
to Birch Hill, southeast of Brandon 
to visit the vein of iron prospected 
and worked by the late Harold 
Bishop. This type of mining was 
not, however, economically practi- 
cal, and the vein was abandoned. 

The iron sulphide (pyrrhetite) here 
has a silver sheen which darkens 
upon exposure, and what we broke 
was somewhat weathered. if one 

t 1 i keS h ^ see nnd leflrn something new 
on a hike, cur uay was net by anv 
means without interest. 




GUIDE BOOKS 

The 1971 edition of the Green 
Mountain Club Guide Becks has been 
received from the printers and is 
now available from W. C. Scott, 

132 Maple Street, Rutland VT 05701. 

POSTSC R IPT S 

ROBERT FROST TRmIL 
by Dorothy Kirk 

Anyone knowing the location of the 
Robert Frost Trail is hereby in- 
vited to lead the next hike to it l 
Our new hike chairman who inherited 
the schedule without particulars 
for his hike made a valiant effort 


ShFaRI ON THE SaCO 
by Bill Day 

About a hundred years ago, a gentle- 
man by the name of Thoreau wrote of 
the idyllic <nd pastoral pleasures 
of boating on the Merrimac River. 

He also told of exploring the 
Indian villages and the upper 
Penobscot together with a descrip- 
tion of the spirit -snrouaed Kahtadin 
under the ever watchful and suspi- 
cious eye of the great Inaian Chief 
"Pomola . " 

On the weekend cf August lk, and 
with somewhat of an equivalent 
amount of philosophical and adven- 
turesome anticipation, Lloyd and 
Betty Weeks, Dick and Frances 
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Roberts , 
Bill and 
aluminum 
the Saco 


Don and Betty Mitchell, and 
Ginny Day lowered their 
and fibreglass canoes into 
River at Swan's Falls, some 

for 


dlls W Cl 




five miles above Fryeburg* Maine, 
a weekend cf pure and unadulterated 
20 miles of canoeing pleasure. 

The actual trip, unoer the guidance 
of our peerless leader, Lloyd, who 
was most ably assisted with much 
unsolicited advice from the ethers, 
might be described as uneventful, 
relaxing, and rewarding. The par- 
ticipants, being experienced campers, 
were prepared for either fair or foul 
weather; however, as the weather was 
perfect, the rain gear was used 
mostly for pillows. «na why should 
we risk cur reputation for hardiness 
by mentioning bug- proof tents, air 
mattresses, ice chests, gasoline 
stoves, steaks, blueberry muffins, 
and home-made brownies? 

The one short portage at Walker's Rip 
gave us no difficulty, and had we 
not had expensive camera equipment 
aboard, and had not some of us bor- 
rowed canoes, we could have been 
persuaded to try the rapids. Putting 
in at Swan's Falls in the early mid- 
morning gave us plenty of time to 
take pictures, swim, explore, or 
just loll before disembarking at 
the Route lbO bridge in East 
Brownfield the next day. 

How dees one adequately uescribt 
the beauties of such a voyage or 
the soul-filling benefits cf such 
an interlude? To tell of the clear 
unpolluted ana tranquil waters; the 
countless fine goJken sandy beaches 
from which one has difficulties in 
chocsing among so many ideal places 
to camp; the bowers of overhanging 
branches; the profusion of cardinal 
and ether wildflcwers along the 
banks; (not even Hollywood con 
boast of a swimming pool 20 miles 
long) the starTec and yet tolerant 
waterfowl as we quietly came upon 
their feeding grounds, not to men- 
tion our first peek into Pleasant 
Pond or picnicing on the sandy 
shores cf Lcvewell's Lake where 
Indian anc: white battled long ago — 
is to tax one's powers cf descrip- 
tion far beyond normal limits. 


course, that full justice to such 
scenery cannot be given--cne has to 
make such a trip before he can appre- 
ciate wnat nature, adjacent towns, 
the Appalachian Mountain Club, and 
others have dene tc preserve this 
bit of yesterday. In these days of 
environmental and ecological con- 
sciousness, full credit must be 
given for their efforts. 

Those who are interested in learn- 
ing mere about the deep satisfac- 
tions cl canoeing on our rivers can 
learn much by studying the Appala- 
chian Canoe Guide or by reading the 
excellent article in the Lewiston, 
Maine, paper ucne by Bob Cummings 
in which he mentions canoeing on the 
Little Ossepee, Messalonski Stream, 
Subasticock, Royal and Stroudwater 
rivers . 

New England is indeec fortunate that 
it has many potentially beautiful 
rivers for canoeing, ami one hopes 
that in the not too distant future 
they will receive the same T.L.C. 
that has been rendered unto the 
Saco . 

SHELTER REPORT - July 27 
by Herb Ogden, Shelter Chairman 

By the first part of July, Section 
members had put all shelters in good 
condition. While Tamarack, Sunny- 
Sloe, nd Gov. Clement needed but 
lattie attention, Clarendon and Pico 
eoeo a lot. After considerable 
uiscusso.cn, the Directors voted tc 
remodel Clarendon in on effort to 
u is courage squatters and casual 
picnicers . The entire front was re- 

ETME* with somt cf the 

h i™ o “s’i hus - 

was Lo ~ Some cre °sct ing 

used for’- P fr0 °‘ the front 2as 

bar^/ ° ” eW ^' riv y an <* a cattle 
barrier was put up in front of 

belter. A truckload of trash 
packed out to the main read. 

Pico Camp ha s been given a new steel 
roof with eaves trough— so bright it 
can he easily snotted from Killington 
these days. The old stove, much 
abused, was scrapped and packed cut 
tc. the ski run, alcng with several 

bags of rubbish from a dump which had 
b -* 


the 

was 


il , 


een ever locked during the 1970 NO DUMP drive. The Pico ski people 
hen most kindly trucked the rubbish oewn the mountain along their 
ervice read. m brand new stove was installed. The table has a new 
etal "tablecloth". The accumulated dirt was shovelled away from 
ehind the camp to prevent retting out of the sill. A large, anti- 
erky metal patch was put cn the lower corner cf the door. The en- 
ire outside was creosoted, the center window was replaced along 
ith broken panes in the ether windows. Remains of the re-located 
umps at beth Pico and Cooper have been covered with dirt. 

e Directors have voted tc try cut the caretaker system for a corn- 
nation cf Tamareck, Cocper, and Pico. Robert Jeffers, Wilbraham, 
ssachusetts, has been engaged for the balance of the season, with 
and GNC each paying £50 in compensation. In addition, he may 
charge overnight fees cf 75^ per person, 50^ for a GMC member (who 
can shew a peio-up membership card), 35 ^ for scouts, campers, etc., 
uhuer adult supervision. He will bunk mostly at Pice end make regu- 
lar trips to the ether two snelters. Posters down below will advise 
hikers cf the new arrangement. The purpose of the caretaker is to 
cut down cn vandalism, abet the NO DUMP program, check cn the exact 
nature of trail traffic, keep shelters in repair. 


i-EN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Rutland VT 05701 
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COMING OUTINGS 

WHEN - Sat. -San., Oct. 16-17 

WHERE - Annual Merck Forest overnight 

LEADERS - "Wes" Weston and Rascal 

Those leaving from Rutland will 
depart at 9*00 A.M. from east side of 
Koltonski Fire Station (side street), 
Rutland . 

Those leaving Manchester Center will 
meet the Rutland group on Bonnet St., 
Manchester Center, at 10:00 A.M. 

Others knowing the way may meet at 
the Forest. 

Overnighters bring warm sleeping 
bags as we are not sure at this 
Publication that we may use the 
cottage facilities as heretofore. 

Mo-rfck Forest is located off Route 30, 
Rupert, in the Taconic Mto. On the 
2600 acres of field and woodland 
donated in 1950 by Vermont Conserva- 
tionist, George Merck, are 26 miles 
of hiking trails, a half dozen 
shelters and fireplaces, and the 
cottage referred to above. Two of 
the shelters are large, holding from 
12 to 20 people. 

This multiple use land is used for 
recreation and for education in 
conservation and land management 
practice. 


WHEN - Sat., Oct. 30 

WHERE - Mt . Ascutney (Halloween Party) 
LEADER - ? ? ? 

Meet at firestation in Rutland at 
9:00 A.M. or at foot of Windsor Trail 
on Mt. Ascutney at 10:00 A.M. A note 
of interest: Windsor Trail was the 

first hiking trail to be built in 
America, the success of which was 
responsible for the founding of GMC. 

Hikers may rr o down the mountain 
by the Brownsville Trail which passes 
an old granite quarry. 

Guido books for the mountain are 
on sale at a house near the foot of 
the Windsor Trail. Also, it is 
possible that the hike leader will 
have a few codes with him for sale. 

Special invitation: Herbe-t Ogden 

suggests that we stop at the Ogden 
Cider and Grist iiill near Hart land 
Four Corners for bit of cider after 
the hike. This mill boasts of an 
over-shot water wheel, the only one 
it.', operation in Vermont. Another 
attraction is Mr. Ogden’s wild apple 
cider jelly. 

WHAT - Covered Dish Supper 
WHEN - Saturday, Nov. 6 
WHERE - Beechwood 

( Cont ’ d ) 
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This annual event will be held 
again this year at Beechwood, Reser- 
vations should be made with Miss Vera 
Perkins, 773-291+1, before the- 
preceeding Friday night so that she 
may assign a variety of foods to be 
brought by the various members* The 
Club will furnish coffee, paper 
dishes and eating tools. If you 
prefer to eat with your fingers, that 
will be all right, too. Supper is 
planned for 6:00 o* clock sharp, so be 
on time if you want to get in on the 
goodies . 

WHEN - Sat., Nov. II 4 . 

WHERE - Vt . Rte. 2 to Bolton Lodge 
LEADER - ? ? ? 

Meet in Rutland at the firestation 
at 9:00 A. M. A suggestion: Go up to 

Bolton Lodge via the old L.T. and 
return by the relocated trail. 

The old trail is quite a bit shorter 
and easier. 

WHEN - Sat., Nov. 27 

WHERE - Mt . Okemo Forestry Trail 

LEADER - Churchill Scott 

Meet at the Rutland firestation at 
9:00 A.M. 

WHEN - Sat . , Dec. 5 
WHERE - Tucker-Johnson Shelter 
LEADERS - Betty and Lloyd Weeks 
' Meet at Rutland firestation (the 
Koltonski, of course) at 10:00 A.M. 
This will be a first visit to the 
new shelter for some of us. 

WHEN - Sun., Dec. 19 (Note date - 
WHERE - Sunnyside change) 

LEADERS - Dick and Frances Roberts 

Meet at Rutland Koltonski Fire 
Station at 3:00 P.M. or at top of 
Spring Lake hill at 3*30. Bring 
showshoes (snow permitting) , flash- 
lights, and a supper — to cook if 
desired. 

After supper, a short hike to 
Shrewsbury Clearing overlook to sing 
Christmas carols. 

-:!• LEADERS NEEDED # & 
for hikes scheduled on Oct. 30 and 
Nov. iLp . 

When the next outing schedule is 
distributed, it is hoped that all 
members of the Killington Section 
will volunteer to lead one or more 
hikes. Any particular outing will 


be assigned to the first person who 
calls in to volunteer for same. 



DIRECTORS 1 MEETING 


The latest Board of Directors* 
meeting was held on Wed., Aug. 18, at 
the home of Mr. Weston. Present were 
Mrs. Hayes, Roberts, Weeks, and 
Messrs. Ogden, Scott and Weston. 

Mr. James Frink was appointed Hike 
Chairman. It was suggested that 
inquiries be made about liability 
insurance to protect our section and 
hike leaders from responsibility in 
case of mishaps on our section or at 
the shelters. 

"Smoke and Blazes" was discussed. 
Mis. Richard Roberts and Mrs. Lloyd 
Weeks of Springfield offered to be 
editors this year. Issue dates will 
.be Oct. 1, Jan. 1, Apr. 1, and July 1. 
Deadline for articles is two weeks 
earlier. The paper should include 
previews of coming hikes and work 
parties . 

Mr. Ogden discussed having section 
patches to correspond with the GMC 
sleeve emblems, and also was asked to 
order 200. 

Mr. Ogden and his son have completed 
preliminary work on Juggernaut reloca- 
tion and now are awaiting approval 
by the main Club and Board of 
Environmental Control to cut and 
blaze the trail. 

Mr. Robert Jeffers, caretaker of 
Pico, Cooper and Tamarack, has done 
a very good job according to mapy 
reports Mr. Ogden has received. 

Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas. 
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IHS GREAT CHASE, SORT OP, PROM MT . 
TABOR TO MAD TOM 

By Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

The writer of this article is 
unusually fortunate in possessing 
three original documents relative to 
the hike of August 21, 1971. More- 
over, he was also fortunate to be the 
leader of that hike. But why — if 
he was the Leader -- does he need 
documents? Thereby hangs at least 
part of the tale. 

Let us begin with a note appended 
to the second of our documents by 
Wilbur Weston: "8 of us left Rut. by 

9:10 or so, and drove to where the 
trail crosses #10, arriving about 
9:i4.5? Herb, Jr., Jim and I drove, in 
3 c:rs, to where the trail crosses 
#21, over the bumoiest dirt roads. 

Jim and Herb drove back to #10, leav- 
ing about 10:45 A.M." Thus the cars 
were spotted. What of Wes, left at 
the south end all alone? More later. 
I should add that Jim Prink and I 
returned via smooth Route 7, but that 
there is still some controversy about 
the merits or demerits of USPS #10. 
bumos and all. 

Now to the first document, appro- 
priately written on the back of a 
oink Outing Schedule found on Peru 
Peak: "Jim Prink: Waited here until 

about 3^20 PM and then started back 
to cars. Bill and Stan with me. 

Wes." Subscribed, we find "Received 
and noted 4:2$ PM Jim P, Herb 0," 
and at the side, "up to 2850 , down 

to 238 I 4 ., up to 3584 * down to ." 

Aha. So Bill Simonds and Stan 
Ponetowski, newcomers to our hikes, 
outdistanced the rest, met Wes, who 
had advanced north to Peru Peak, and 
headed south with him. The Outing 
Chairman and the Hike Leader arrived 
an hour later, noted the bumoiness 
of the terrain, and followed in at 
least lukewarm pursuit. But what of 
Phyllis Benton, Dave Mason, and young 
Matt Eastman? What else do the 
documents reveal? 

"Have taken Bill and Stan to FR 
#10. Will wait there a soell to see 
if you come along. Wes. 5:00 P.M." 
This was found at Mad Tom Notch, our 
destination. Alas, the writer has 
mislaid the third document. (He had 
to: a historian with all the right 
oaoers is about as rare as a winged 
porcuoi ne . ) 


Now to fill in the gaps. This the 
Leader can do; tell the whole story, 
he could'n* t . ’Why? Because he and the 
Outing Chairman didn’t lay eyes on the 
rest bf the oarty until just north of 
Styles Peak, at the end of the day. 

Why? Because the aforesaid grandly 1 
told their "followers" to go on south 
from USFS #10; the aforesaid would 
catch up soon enough, after spotting 
the cars. What they didn’t know was 
that car spotting would out them at a 
1 l/2 hour disadvantage. 

We did catch up to Phyllis, Dave and 
Matt. Shortly after we passed Peru 
Peak, reports came that they were just 
ahead. The pace quickened. Markedly. 
Incidentally, if anyone doubts that 
any hiker -- let alone a septugen- 
arian -- can break into a run after 
hiking ten miles, let him follow our 
Outing Chairman, and he will change 
his mind l He can do this while 
catching his breath. Nevertheless, 
as the evidence indicates, wo never 
did catch our two speedy guests. 
Everyone finished happy, and more or 
less at his own pace. There could 
well be a connection there .... 

Trio highlights were the water mill 
remains and suspension bridge on Big 
Branch, the Burma-Shave sign near 
Griffith Lake (after which Jim Frink 
composed "I see ahead a bridge of 
wood/ I hooo to gosh they built it 
good" -- and lo; a magnificent wooden 
bridge appeared around the next bend), 
and two special highlights. The first 
of these was actually lowlying: the 

hundreds of feet of corduroy laid by 
the USFS, the countless waterbars 
dug, the many pounds of flagstones 
laid. This is a splendid job of 
making decent hiking from raudwallow 
country. The other highlight was the 
view from Baker Peak, complete with 
soaring hawks. The writer, an End-to- 
Ender, pronounces it one of the three 
or foul? host views on the Long Trail. 
Many thanks, Ben Rolston, for opening 
up this outstanding view of the' Great 
Valley of Vermont. 

Consider joining the party next 
time we take a longer hike. Hike the 
whole thing at your own pace (we had 
several paces), or make an in-and-out 
trip at one end. There’s a lot to see 
out there, and some pretty good 
company, too . 


INTERSECT I ON AL 1971 

by Betty Weeks 

The weather couldn't have been 
worse to welcome the GMC Intersec-' 
tional held at Camp Ondowa, In 
Sunderland, August 29-September 6. 

We arrived early Saturday morning 
with camping gear and two small 
grandsons, hoping we would find an 
eraoty leanto. The only available 
shelter was a large cattle display 
shed. So, undaunted, we set up our 
two small tents on the dirt floor. 
Soon the cattle barn was bursting at 
the seams as more GMCers arrived and 
moved in, too. It proved to be a 
dry and comfortable camosite, and a 
favorite playground for the children 
who enjoyed swinging like monkeys 
from the rafters! 

Since Lloyd was on the Intersec- 
tional committee there was plenty to 
do, sweeping another large barn for 
the evening square dance while Betty 
registered incoming campers. In 
spite of the weather, nearly one 
hundred were registered by nightfall. 
Tents mushroomed all through the pine 
woods and fields. 

Killington Section members who 
arrived the first day included Terry 
Gulick, George Pearlstein, Bob 
Rothenmeyer, Keith and Kevin Abbott, 
and Doc and Kay Howard who set up * 
their beautiful new tent in a lovely 
birch grove. 

The Saturday evening program 
included short speeches by six of 
our shelter caretakers, who stressed 
the present overuse of trails at 
higher elevations and the need for 
all of us to act to preserve our 
wilderness trails. Campers retired 
early after a gala square dance to 
be ready to hike in the morning. 

The Sunday hike featured the dedi- 
cation of the new Kid Gore Shelter 
near the old Caughnawaga Shelter. 

This new shelter was built by the 
Connecticut Section and the Gore 
family on a very inaccessible section 
of our Long Trail on the north side 
of Glastonbury Mt . In spite of a 
very wet and rough trail more than 
eighty people hiked in for the 
ceremony, including one GMCer over 
eighty years old. 

Sunday evening* s program, arranged 
by Terry Gulick, Included an 
excellent slide and music presenta- 
tion on "Man and His World" by Gary 
Hall, Eagle Scout from Charlotte. 


The weekend over, we reluctantly 
stowed dry tents, camoing gear and 
two weary children in the Scout and 
.returned to Springfield, 

LABOR ID AY WEEKEND HIKE 

by Bettina Roulier 

Apparently the scheduling of a hike 
to Mt . Washington on Labor Day weekend 
scared off most members and friends of 
GMC. Jim Frink and I waited until 
9:.30 at the fire station Saturday 
morning and when no other hikers 
showed up decided to conquer a summit 
closer to home, namely, that of Blue 
Ridge mountain to which the lovely 
wooded Canty trail leads. 

Some of us had snowshoed up the 
trail part way during the winter. The 
«teep sections had seemed steeper 
then, but with rocks and tree stumps 
and branches buried under several feet 
of snow, the going was considerably 
smoother . 

Starting from the Perkins* campsite, 
we invited some young campers to join 
us — a young girl from Danbury, 

Conn., and a man from near West Point, 
New York, along with his twelve year 
old sister who bounded ahead of us on 
the trail. I had been afraid that 
these "city folks" would slow us up 
considerably but it was I who brought 
up the rear. The young man, a ceme- 
tary worker, enjoyed his climb up the 
mountain as a pleasant change from 
digging graves. 

We made the top In one and a quarter 
hours, and after a quick look at the 
surrounding fog our young companions 
started back down. We had a leisurely 
lunch (Jim’s pack was considerably 
lighter after he ate an enormous 
tomato fresh from his garden) which 
apparently millions of flying insects 
would have liked to share. 

After deciding the fog had no 
intention of lifting and that Jim's 
binoculars had been carried in vain 
we started down, stopping briefly at 
the cascades which lie a few yards 
off the trail. Perhaps the next 
hikers up the trail should tack up a 
sign pointing the way to these 
cascades because it would be too bad 
to bypass them. A lovely brook 
parallels the trail at least half 
way up the mountain. 


MT. MARCY- NEW YOEK'S HIGHEST PEAK LINCOLN GAP TO APPALACIAN GAP 

by by 

x - Hedrick Cahee Jim Frink 


After the Killington section's hike 
to Marcy, May 29-31, was called off 
because of deep snow, a Springfield 
grouD decided they would like to make 
this hike Labor Day weekend. 

It was decided to go in by Sanford 
Lake near the National Lead Co. Mine 
to where the trail starts at the 
narking area called Upper Works. 
Arriving at Upper Works at about 9:30 
we found about 25> cars already parked, 
and knew for sure that all leantos 
would be full and plastic tarps would 
have to be used. 

We hiked the Calamity Brook Trail, 
stopping at a brook crossing at noon 
for rest and lunch. We made many 
brook crossings on log bridges, plank 
bridges, swinging bridges, and by 
jumping from stone to stone. The 
trails seem much wetter and muddier 
than most in Vermont and New Hampshire 
and show signs of a lot of usage. 

Arriving at the Lake Colden area we 
found a nice place to camp for the 
night, along with about one hundred 
other hikers.* After tarps and sleep- 
ing bags were set up we had a welcome 
swim in a lovely lake. We had dinner 
and a campfire and hit the sack early. 

The next day we started out to climb 
Marcy, carrying day packs with lunches 
and rain gear. At lunch time we 
looked up into the clouds where Marcy 
should be, and were happily surprised 
to see the sun break through and the 
mountain begin to clear. As we 
climbed the steep smooth rocks of 
Marcy, visibility got better, and 
when we reached the top we could look 
off for 10 or l£ miles to many other 
peaks in the area, which many of the 
group expressed a desire to climb. 

Back at camp we had another refresh- 
ing swim, a hearty dinner, and another 
campfire. Breaking camp next morning 
the weather stayed warm and dry, and 
we retraced our steps across the many 
brooks to our waiting cars. 

Our first New York trip was a 
pleasant one which we will never 
forget. The hiking party included 
Bill and Ginny Day, Hedrick Cahee, 
Lloyd and Betty Weeks, and Dick and 
Frances Roberts. 


"Wes" Weston and I were the only 
members to show up at the Fire Station 
As the hike leader. Bob Herrmann, was 
disabled by a bad back, I decided to 
lead it myself. But when only Wes 
showed up, I was about to "forget it". 
Then Mrs. Todd, of Northeast Drive, 
arrived with her ll; year old daughter 
Marie and asked if Marie could 
accompany us, saying that she was a 
good hiker. I guess we silently 
decided that we couldn't let the 
Todds down after announcing in the 
paper that non-members were welcome. 

We drove 5>6 miles, both cars, to 
Appalachian Gap via Routes 7-H6-73* 
Then, after Wes narked his car there, 
we drove l£ l/2 miles to Route 100, 
south to Warren, and up to Lincoln 
Gao, parking my car there. 

We found the trail rocky, rooty, 
and with patches of black, gooey mud. 
In several places the trail vanished, 
with no plazes in sight. Other 
places, where the trail was well 
defined, had bolzes every 10 feet. 

We had no difficulties passing all 
the Lincoln Mt. locations but when we 
passed General Start Mt . our troubles 
began. There were places on the 
trail so steep that we had to carry 
the dog. Rascal, down. When we got 
to Theron Dean Shelter, a signsaid 
two ways to go for the Long Trail 
north. One of these ways said 
"direct;" Since it was getting 
toward dusk, we were all for the 
direct route. This route turned out 
to be a paratroopers' obstacle 
course rather than a trail. It was a 
regular chamber of horrors. But we 
made it l 

We arrived home at 9:30 PM and 
found that Churchill, Mrs. Weston, 

Mrs. Frink, and Mrs. Todd were all 
worried about the possibility of 
our being lost in the woods! Marie 
was an indefatigable hiker and she 
deserves a medal l 

In retrospect, we enjoyed every 
minute of it - even the "hairy" 
parts -- except , maybe , when it was 
so dark we couldn't see blazes or 
where to put our feet with the path 
so vertical with no hand holds and 
us still in the woods! 

All's well that ends well. 


KILLINGTON SECTION, G.M.C. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 1971 


AbDott, Kim - Keith - Kimberly (JR.) 23 Pine Street, Springfield, Vt. 05156 

Adams, Miss Martha, I4.6 Roberts Ave., Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Anlian, John, 55 Summit Street, Ridgefield Park New York 07660 

Bailey, Miss Helen, Box 804, Charlestown, New Hampshire 03603 

Berg, Miss Anna, 10 Pleasant Street, No. Clarendon, Vermont 05759 

Blaskovich, Mrs. W. J. , 9 Amherst Lane, Dearborn, Michigan I4.8i.26 

Booraem, Jonathan, 13 Blue Ridge Drive, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Brown, Jeanette, 13 Dennis Place, Summit, New Jersey 07901 

Bryant, Mrs. Harriot, Box 131, Dorset, Vermont 0525>1 

Cahee, Mr. & Mrs. Hedrick, 179 Union St., Springfield, Vermont 05156 

Catozzi , Raymond, 103 Bellevue Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 15701 

Catozzi, Louis, (JR.) " " " " " 

Chase, Dana, 20 Chester Road, Springfield, Vermont 05156 

Day, Mr. & Mrs. Wilman, Brockway Mill Road, Springfield, Vermont 05156 

Delso, Adolf, 185 Curtis Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Dombrowski, Dorothy Hegeman , 2300 So. Broad St., Trenton, N. J. 08610 

Eastman, Matthew, (JR.), 95 Maple Street, Rutland, Vermont 057C1 

Postman, Mrs. Herbert, 25 Seabury Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Prink, Miss Helen, 10 Sim Street, Randolph, Vermont 05060 

Prink, James, 60 Litchfield Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Gilman, Miss Elizabeth, 212 Adams Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Gragen, George, 72 Cleveland Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Gragen, William, 11 " ” " '* ” 

Green, Miss Prances, 55 Holman Street, Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 01545 

Guerrara, Miss Eleanor, 3-A Court Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Gulick, Charles B. Ill, Parker Hill Road, Springfield, Vermont 05156 

Herrmann, Robert, Hubbardton, Vermont 05749 

Hayes, Mrs. Andrew, Box 2 52, Castle ton, Vermont 05735 

Hayes, - Andrew - Chris - Sherry (JR.) ” ” M 

Hill, Robert L., 5 Hillcrest Road, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Hinchey, Miss Minerva, 45 Park Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Holmes, Mr. & Mrs. Stewart , Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Howard, Mr. & Mrs. J. Harold, Stage Route, Mendon, Vermont 05701 

Howard, Patrick, (JR.), 70 Allen Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Hunter, Mr. & Mrs. John, 4 Stanton Street, Woodstock, Vermont 05091 

Jeffers, Robert, 18 Linwood Drive, Wilbraham, Massachusetts 01067 

Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Harold, Box 261, East Wallingford, Vermont 05742 

Johnson, William, ” ” ” ” n n 

Kennedy, Mr. & Mrs. Richard, Box 284, Castleton, Vermont 05735 

Kennedy, Eric - Janis - Lisa - Mike ” n " " 

Kirk, Mrs. George, 8 East Washington Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
LaBrake,Miss Ruth, Templewood Court, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
LaBounty, Mrs. Janice, Box 466, Manchester, Vermont 05254 
Magoon, Paul, RFD#1, Box 475A, Springfield, Vermont 05156 
Magoon, Jeffry (JR.), " " n ” " 

Maier, Miss Elsie, 280 Pt . Washington Avenue, New York City, N.Y. 10032 

Mason, Dave, 49 South Main Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Merrick, Miss Janet, AustLhe School for the Deaf, Brattleboro, Vt . 05302 

McKirryher, Mr. & Mrs. Bradford, 11 Maple St., Verge nnes, Vt. 05491 

Miles, John, 122 Harrington Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Newton, Miss Doris, 70 North Main Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Nickerson, Russell, (JR.), RPD, Orwell, Vermont 05760 

Ogden, Herbert G., Sr., RD#1, Box 119, Windsor, Vermont 05089 

Ogden, Herbert G., Jr., 2409 Buckingham Rd., Birmingham, Michigan 4^008 

Palen, Mr. & Mrs. Peter C., P.0. Box 163, Hurley, New York 12443 

Pearlstein, George, Box 115, West Pawlet, Vermont 05775 

Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Robert, 1141 Culigan Blvd., San Jose, California 95120 
Perkins, Anne - David - Polly - Tim (JR.) " ” ” ” ” 


Parkins, Mr. & Mrs. Craigue , 129 Bellevue Ave., Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Perkins, Miss Vera, 242 South Main Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
Pfenning, Les - Marc - Susan, 55 Killington Ave., Rutland, Vermont 05701 
Ransom, Miss Margaret, (JR), 528l N.E. l+th Terrace, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 
Roberts, Mr. & Mrs. Richard, 2 Hill Place, Springfield, Vermont 05156 
Rolston, Ben, 323 12th Street, Schenectady, New York 12306 
Rothenmeyer, Robert, F.0. Box 244, Brandon, Vermont 05733 
Roulier, Miss Bettina, 25 Piedmont Parkway, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
Rozowicz, Miss Linda, 562 West 193rd Street, New York, New York 10040 

Russell, Miss Ellen, 33 Thayer Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02906 

Ryderski, Jesse, 49 South Main Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Scott, W. Churchill, 132 Maple Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Scott, Kim (JR.), " " " " " " 

Secor, Raymond, 21 Royce Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Stare, Louis, 9 Angus Avenue, Bass River, Massachusetts 02664 

Trzesniowski, Edward, 2 l/2 South Main Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Valeo, Robert H., 73 Pine Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Valiquette, Mr. & Mrs. Harold, 93 Killington Ave., Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Valiquette, John J. (JR.), Town Line Road, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Valiquette, Thomas J. (JR.), H n " »t n »t 

Walker, Miss Eleanor, 87 Baxter Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Weeks, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd, 7 Harvard Street, Springfield, Vermont 05156 

Weine, Daniel, 35 Burnham Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Welch, Frederica, Stage Route, Mendon, Vermont 05701 

Wellman, Mary L., RFD #2, Poultney, Vermont 05764 

Weston, Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur F., 4^ Bdgerton St., Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Weston, Miss Holly (JR.), 4116 White Pine Dr., Raleigh, No. Carolina 27609 
Whitehorne, Miss Lorna, 49 Franklin Street, Brandon, Vermont 05733 
Wilson, Carlton, 9 Harvard Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
Wolcott, George H., 34 Cleveland Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 05701 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Preside nt 
Vice Pres. 

Sec . -Treas. 
Trustee & 
Trails Chrm. 
Trustee 
Shelter Chrm. 
LTN Reporter 
Director 
Director 


Edward Trznesiowski 
Raymond Secor 
W. Churchill Scott 

Wilbur F. Weston 
Elizabeth Weeks 
Herbert G. Ogden, Sr. 
Kathy Hays 
Robert Herrmann 
Vera Perkins 
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 

is Wednesday, December 15. Please 
get copy to Frances Roberts, at 
2 Hill Place, Springfield, Vermont, 
05156, on or before this date. No 
reminder calls will be m ade , so 
it’s up to the members what will 
appear in "Smoke and Blazes." Ideas 
and suggestions welcome. Call 

at 885-4157. 
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COMING ,'UTINGS 

I WHEN - 3at e , Jan* 8, 1972 
WHERE - MYSTERY HIKE II 3 
| LEADER - W. Churchill Scott 

Meat at Koltonski Fire Station at 
lOtv'O^oM’ and where Churchill 
Heads U3„ (Does h£ know??? See P. 3) 

I VEEN - Sun., Jan. 23 
IWHERK - Gov. Clement Lodge 
ILEADER - Rsy 3a cor 

Meet at the fire station at 9s 00 in 
Ithe nomine for a hike in to one of 
It he roost oicturasque shelters on the 
Doris Trail. f course, we may have to 
runnel our way into it-~but that 
|would make it really cozy, especially 
if ter we*ve built a fire in that 
lenormous fireplace. 

JIN ~ Cat., Feb. 5> 

[■(HERE - Clarendon Lodge to Foxlot Farm 
!»DERS - Betty and Lloyd Weeks 

Meet at 9-- 00 A.M, at the fire 
station, visit the remodelled Claren- 
don Lodge, a.n^ hike on up to the 
«ld, abandoned farm to se*e the view. 


.e 


WHEN - Fri . , Jan. 21, at 7:?0 l ,M C 
WHAI - Annual Meeting of our Section 
WHERE - Uni ver sail at -Unitarian Vestry 

Come to the Annual Meoting--wat ch 
for the announcement. The nsw hike 
schedule is going to be an all-club 
oroisct. We want you to go whore you 
want to go. Therefore, please come 
to the Annual Meeting with at least 
one hike to one place that you 
norsonally want to go bo. If all 
Ootondees will do this, we will vote 
on each one and by this means arrive 
at a schedule that will bo pleasing 
and satisfactory to all. The ached 
will bo printed and distributed 
shortly after the meeting. 

The partial schedule presented in 
this issue of^moke and Blazes” was 
voted upon by your Directors to keep 
us going until the ^emaindar- of the 
winter *s hikes has been decided. 

The next thing for you to do is to 
nlan to attend these outings. How 
ccrao you have boon passing ther all 
uu? Maybe you‘11 like them bettor 
alter you have had a part in selecting 
them. Anyway, COME ON UT i 

The rest of the hikes for the first 
quarter will probably be scheduled for 
the following dates I Sun., Feb 13 J 
Sat., Feb. 2oj Sun., Mar. 5; Sat., 

Mar. l8; end Sun., Mar,. 26. 


( Oont 5 d ) 


Plan now to be the Leader for one of 
these hikes, no matter where it goes l 
Come to the Annual Meeting ready to 
find out where it goes and then sign 
up to lead itl Better still, plan a 
hike to your own favorite destination 
and volunteer it, either to fill one 
->f the above dates, or for later in 
ho year. That’s the way to get it on 
the schedule (provided the rest of us 
like the spot you pickedl) 

Jim Prink 
Outing Chairman 


uIILDREN UNDER 16 YEARS «LD ARE 
WELCOME ON OUR HIKES, BUT . . . , 


We want the youngsters with us on 
our hike 3 , and when parents bring 
their children and watch out for them, 
a good time is had by all. 

Practically all our adult members 
are experienced woodsmen and hikers. 
They can take care of themselves and 
furnish assistance to any fellow 
hiker who may need it. The parent 
Club does not insure its Sections. 

The Sections do not insure their 
members. We accept the responsibility 
of taking care of ourselves and each 
other . 

It will help the Club if each member 
will make sure in the future that any 
non-member who shows up for a hike 
understands that he is welcome, but 
that the Club accepts no responsibil- 
ity for his welfare, nor for that of 
his children. 

We will endeavor to have the follow- 
ing sentence incorporated in each of 
our newspaper hike notices in the 
future: "Parents who desire that 

their children enjoy this hike will 
please either accompany them and 
accept responsibility for them, or 
arrange in advance with some adult 
friend to do so." 

If, in spite of this notice and 
I these precautions, children show up 
for a hike without parental or other 
guardianship, all of us have the 
responsibility of explaining carefully 
|to them that they must: 

1. Remain with or near the group 
at all times. 

2. Never pass a break or fork in 
the trail until the hike 
leader points out the correct 
path. 

3. Carry their own packs and keep 


' i the reasonable pace set by the 
leader. 

4. Obey these rules or be for- 
bidden to join any future Club 
hikes . 

This attitude with respect to 
children is taken because of the 
following past experiences: 

An unaccompanied child undertook to 
go on a long hike. He became tired 
and could not proceed without too 
frequent rests which delayed the hike 
and decreased the amount of planned 
safe time in the woods. His pack 
finally had to be carried by others 
who, of course, took responsibility 
which they should not have been 
required to do. 

A child appeared alone for one of 
our hikes. He was carefully and fully 
instructed in the above requirements 
designed for his safety. He ignored 
them completely, and was out of sight 
and of reach of the hike leader for 
the entire distance. 

Two unaccompanied children disap- 
peared from sight or hearing of a 
group of our hikers and after the 
members of this group, and the 
childrens worried parents, had spent 
much worried time in trying to find 
out where they had gone, it was 
learned that they had decided to stay 
overnight in one of the shelters 
without having informed anyone of 
their intention. 

The need for this article was 
decided upon at a Director’s meeting 
on November 21, 1971. 

Jim Prink 
Outing Chairman 
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 

is Wednesday, March 15. Please get 
copy to Prances Roberts, at 2 Hill 
Place, Springfield, Vermont, 05lf>6, 
on or before this date. No reminder 
calls will be made , so itTs up to the 
members what will appear in "Smoke 
and Blazes." Ideas and suggestions 
are welcome. Call at 885-1+157. 


M»Y*S*ff*EsR*Y HIKE 


Toe Killington Section of the Green 
'Mountain Club mourns the passing of 
'Harold D. Valiquette. 

Mr. Valiquette, a former president 
of the Section, since the mid-l+O’s 
was an active member and for many 
years almost single-handedly kept our 
shelters and the suspension-bridge in 
useable condition. 

Perhaps more he will be remembered 
for the many hikes he led up his 
favorite mountain, East Mt . , both in 
winter and summer, from the east and 
west . 

A contribution to the Cancer 
Society has been made in the memory 
of Mr. Valiquette. 

Our most heartfelt sympathy is 
extended to Mrs. Valiquette and their 
•son Joseph and his family at this 
time. 
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LONG TRAIL NEWS 


The November issue of the Long Trail 
News was mailed about Nov. 15 to all 
members of the Killington Section of 
the Green Mountain Club. In case any 
members have not received their cony 
please notify W. C. Scott, 132 Maple 
St., Rutland, Vt . 05701, and a copy 

will be sent and our records corrected. 


SLEEVE PATCHES 

Killington Section sleeve patches 
are available for 50 j^ postpaid from 
W. C. Scott. The "Killington Section" 
atrip goes above the regular GMC 
patch . 

NEW DIRECTORS 


Come to the Annual Meeting prepared 
to nominate from the floor three 
three-year term directors. 

Retiring directors, each having 
served a one-year term, are Robert 
Herrmann, Herbert Ogden, Sr., and 
Vera Perkins. 

The meeting will be held in the 
Universalist-Unitarian Church vestry 
(ground floor where the Sugar-on- 
3now has been held) on Pri . , Jan. 21, 
at 700 P.M. The church is located 
on West St. across from Movie Land 
Theater. 


After a lapse of a number of years, 
a mystery hike will be held on Sat. 
Jan. 8, 1972, leaving at 10:00 A.M. 
from the usual spot by the new fire 
station. 

This will be an easy 3nowshoe walk 
of about 2 l/2 to 3 miles with a 
shelter where a hot meal and drinks 
may be enjoyed. 

The destination will be known to 
the trip leader only, and at the 
beginning of the hike sketches of the 
route will be given to the cars 
showing the route to follow. 

It is suggested that snowshoes and 
warm clothes be taken, and a good 
hearty meal and cup carried. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 

The following names are added to 
the 1971 membership list printed in 
the October issue of Smoke and 
Blazes : 

Judy Gatland, 7 Q Pine St., Rutland 

vt . 05701 

Charles B. Gulich, P0 Box, Castle- 
ton, Vt. 05735 

Holly C. Hail, Dorset, Vt . 05251 

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Martin, 7 Curtis 
Ave., Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Betsy - Carol - David - Nancy - 
Tommy Martin (JR), 7 Curtis Ave., 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

George Reynolds, 8 Hillcrest Rd., 
Springfield, Vt. 05156 


--TAKEN FROM THE REGISTER— 
SUNNYSIDE 

Ah, yes, came upon an open spot on 
left side comin* South with fern and 
rocks, quite mystical, good for 
thinkin* things out and in. It was 
just before the power line. 

Therefore, by the cowers invested 
in me by the Universal Life Church 
of Calif., I, as a minister of said 
Church, do declare this spot sanctu- 
ary and wish upon those who visit 
and feel the still beauty of said 
sanctuary the blessing and peace of 
Mother Earth, from whom we all came 
and to whom we all shall return. 

Love and quiet strength upon you 
all. 


Matt 
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MSRCK FOREST WEEKEND 

by Dick Roberts 

Probably the thousands of southward 
bound geese had difficulty distinguish- 
ing the GMC’ers from the mountain-to- 
mountain carpeting of brilliant foliage 
in Merck Forest. Ed Trzesniowski 
scheduled our now annual trip for a 
perfect weekend for both scenery and 
weather. 

The weekend of Oct. 16 and 17 found 
the color at its most brilliant peak 
seen in years, decorating the spruce 
and hemlock with a leafy tinsel remin- 
iscent of the coming Christmas season. 

Twenty-six hundred acres of unspoiled 
and controlled wilderness allows ample 
soace for hiking, hunting, fishing, 
or in winter, cross country skiing. 
Twenty-six miles of roads and trails 
reach all corners of the wilderness 
tract from Mt. Antone to the nature 
trails. A weekend is hardly time 
enough to explore it. 

Vermont should be thankful for the 
thoughtfulness of the Merck family in 
establishing such an area, and to the 
Foundation for maintaining it in such 
an excellent manner. 

It is regrettable that so few could 
take advantage of our opportunity. It 
is certain that the Rutland sroup of 
Wes Weston with Rascal, Doc and Kay 
Howard with Rusty and Joe, Jim Frink 
and Ed Trzesniowski, and the Spring- 
field group which included Bill and 
Ginny Day, Lloyd and Betty Weeks, and 
Dick and Frances Roberts are already 
planning to return next fall. 

MT. ASCUTNEY CLIMB - HALLIWE »EN PARTY 

By Jim Frink 

Some party, folks l Your Hike Leader, 
Paul Magoon, and your Outing Chairman 
were the only ones to take advantage 
of a beautiful day, gorgeous scenery, 
an easy climb up the Windsor Trail, a 
pleasant lunch sitting on Brownsville 
Rock and looking at Okemo, Saltash, 
Killington, Little Killington, Mendon, 
and Pico peaks, and an interesting 
downhill jaunt on the Brownsville trail 

The most interesting part of the day, 
by far, was our visit to Herb Ogden’ s 
Cider and Grist Mill at Hartland, 
Vermont. The road ud from Brownsville 
joins the Hartland Four Corners-South 
Woodstock road at a point practically 
in Herb’ s front yard. 


There were a lot of people there 
selling apples and buying cider. 

Paul and I immediately started an 
inspection of the very efficient 
power plant. We started with the 
overshot wheel and then followed all 
the pulleys and belts to see what 
they were doing. After we had 
solved all those problems, we went 
out to see where the water was coming 
from. We saw a stand-pipe feeding 
water to the top of the wheel; a 
penstock under the brook bringing 
water to the stand-pipe; a pond on 
the high side of a meadow feeding 
water to the penstock; and a long 
mill-race bringing water to the oond 
from a higher elevation of the brook. 
So the pipe was a siphon taking water 
from one elevation and delivering it 
to one slightly lower. Upon our 
return from the pond, we climbed the 
stairs and watched the stand-pipe 
feed water to the wheel. V-e-r-y 
interesting'. Then we found that 
Herb had hung a free leaflet on the 
door near the wheel describing all 
the things we had learned the hard 
wayl But — IT's fun to study things 
out for one’s self. 

We watched the apples being fed to 
the pulping machine. Then the pulp 
was enclosed in a series of cloth 
covered layers and squeezed dry by a 
hydraulic press. We were given 
samples of the cider just made, and 
believe me, it was and is delicious. 

I brought home two gallons and I ’m 
about to go on a sweet cider jag. 

The rest of you folks certainly 
missed the boat. Maybe the next, 
and the next, and the next, etc. 
timo you will come out and do like 
a Green Mountain Clubber should-- 
enjoy the good times that are 
planned for you . 


EEECHWOOD PARTY 

By Vera Perkins 

"Pot Luck Supper" --"Covered Dish 
Party" --call jt what you will, a 
•pleasant social set-together was 
enjoyed by about twenty members of 
the Killington Section on Saturday, 
November 6. Although our date was 
a bit late this year, the weather 
was most cooperative and provided an 
ideal day--sunny and not too cold. 

The usual excellent supper con- 
sisting of a variety of hot dishes 


3lads, rolls, and desserts was en- 

jo ( "7d. 

oast to set the record straight, 
however, it wasn’t entirely an eating 
party. Some of the group came early 
enough in the afternoon to hike to 
the caves on Bald Mountain while 
several others took short walks. 

Shortly before supper we enjoyed a 
nreview of the number the "Martin 
Family” were presenting in the S.E. 
Variety Show that evening--a song, 
’’Silent Spring” sung by Nancy, Betsy, 
Tom, David and Jack, and a Donald 
Duck impersonation by Tom assisted by 
Jack . 

All except the performers, who had 
to leave early, enjoyed a leisurely 
and sociable meal grouped around 
small tables, and lingered to chat in 
front of the fire. 

This is a party for all ages. Our 
”old timers” who are always on hand 
to help on such occasions ware there 
as well as some of our very Junior 
members. We enjoy these get-togethers 
and feel that an occasional one is v 
very much worthwhile. It gives all 
of us a chance to get better acquaint- 
ed and exchange ideas with members we’ 
see infrequently. Also, it affords 
an opportunity for those of us who 
are less actively involved In GMC, 
but still interested, to keep in 
touch with the plans and the work our 
more active members are doing. Why 
not come next time and see for 
yourself? 


TUCKER -JOHN SON HIKE 

By Harold (Doc) Howard 

December 5, 1971. On this beauti- 
ful, cold, sunny and windless day, 
nineteen hikers snowshoed in to this 
shelter. The snow was about 18" 
deep. Feeling somewhat like hosts, 
since we had adooted this shelter, 

Wes Weston and I went ahead to start 
a fire. We went in via Robinwood, a 
shortcut, and were accompanied by 
Vera Perkins, Doris Newton and David 
Martin. Our leaders, Lloyd and Betty 
Weeks, and nine hearty hikers went In 
at. Sherburne Pass, and trudged the 
two miles north along the Long Trail. 
According to reports, the first half 
mile was ROUGH l 

At the shelter all had a pleasant 
lunch including the delicious hot soup 


supplied by the Xtfeeks. Springfield 
was very well represented on this 
trip. 

With the clothing and equipment we 
have today, winter outings can be just 
as pleasant as summer ones. This trio 
well illustrated this point. 


DIRECTORS* MEETING 

The latest Board of Directors’ 
meeting was held on Mon., Nov. 29 
at the home of Mr. Weston. 

Fros-nt were Herb Ogden, Ray Secor, 
Jim Prink, W. Weston, C. Scott, Betty 
Weeks and Prances Roberts. Mr. Lloyd 
Weeks was a guest. 

Discussion of hikes and hike oarti- 
cipation took up quite a bit of time 
and all phases were examined. Many 
suggestions were offered to boost 
attendance at our various outings. 

It has been asked that with so many 
mountains in the state of Vermont 
that our section have not climbed, 
that the Outing Committee plan 
future hikes in the Green Mountains. 

Betty and Wes reoorted on the 
Trustees* meeting. The main club 
wants to increase the amount each 
section shall pay for junior members 
($1.00) and adult members ($2.00) as 
compared to y~>i and 50 {^ respectively 
at the present time. 

In memory of Harold Valiquette and 
Lincoln Isham, contributions of $2^ 
each to their favorite charity were 
voted . 

It was suggested that any member 
having a question or problem of GMC 
or Section business contact a 
member of the Board of Directors so 
that arrangements may be made to 
attend a meeting. 

The next meeting is planned for 
Pri., Jan. 7, 1972. 

W. Churchill Scot! 

Sec . -Tress . 

SHOPPING NOTES 

Have you seen the "Tea Ketilo" 
brand dehydrated foods in Kings? 

Just add boiling water and let stand 
5 min. Another good olace to shop 
for hiking and camping supplies is 
at Dakin’s in North Perrisburg, Vt. 
(No, your editors do not get a 
percentage I I ! Just want to pass the 
word along.) 
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COMING OUTINGS 


Saturday, Apr. 1, 
Kolionski Firo St: 


Sunday, Ap 
I 1 Irofl‘taIT 


9 a.m. Moot at 
nation, drivo to White 
.locks. From there our hike leader, 
[Kathy Hayes, knows the way to Green- 
wall shelter. On the guide book map 
it looks like a steep climb to the 
| Long Trail and then Bast to tho 
shelter. Estimated total distance is 
3 mi . 

i Saturday, Apr. 1 5, 9 a.m. Meet Lloyd 
and Betty Weeks at the firestation for 
|.i climb up Snako Mt. in Addison. 

Snako Mt . is located about 1 l/2 mi. 

I from Rt. 22A in the town of Addison, 
Vt. Hikers will follow an old carri- 
age road by easy grades up the south 
west side of tho mountain about 2 mi. 
to tho site of an old hotel. From 
the bare ledges at tho summit there 
is a spectacular viow of the flat 
|Cbamplain Valloy with Lake Champlain 
Lnd tho Adirondacks in the distance. 

Two small ponds may be visited on 
[the mountain top. Interesting plant 
,ife may bo seen hero including a 
jrofusion of Trailing Arbutus. 

This mountain is near tho flyway of 
Jtiho Canadian Gee so. Those birds may 
jo observed at tho Doad Crook Water- 
'owl Aroa immediately below the 
nountain. 


r, 30, 1 p.m. Moot at the 
on, drive out the Cold River 


Road to the East sido of Round Hill. 
From there wo hiko up tho hill to the 
Fuchsito location near tho summit. 

This mineral is a form of fine grained 
muscovito, or mica, solidified in rock 
form and stained a lovely grocn by 
chrome. Slicos of this rock aro trans 
lucent and light showing through it is 
a beautiful omorald groon. Jim Frink 
will lead this hiko. 

Saturday. May 13, 9 a.m. Moot at the 
fire station. B~n Hoist on will lead 
this hiko and take us to Vormont’s 
highest watorfall, in the Manchester 
aroa. Wo will also explore further 
downstream. 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday May 27,28 , 
and 29 Wo havo boon invited by tho 
Coll'o'ge Alumni Hiking Club of Now 
York City to join them on their 
Memorial Day Weekend backpacking trip 
on tho Long Trail from Arlington 
Westwardsboro Road to Vermont 9, 
Section II in tho Long Trail guide 
book. For further information, soo 
pago 2.. Wo certainly fool honored to 
havo roceivod this kind invitation. 

•» # # 

NOTE: DEADLINE FOR NEXT SMOKE AND 
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Sunday. May 2B, 1 p.m. Moot at tho 
fire station and drTv’c to McLaughlin 
Palls on tho Whcolorvillo Road. Betty 
Roulior will load this hiko. She 
knows tho owners of tho property and 
will secure oormission for us to climb 
down to tho foot of tho falls and walk 
down tho gorge as far as possible. No 
moro than a two-mile total hiko, but 
beautiful sconory. 

Sunday, Juno 11, 9 a.m. Moot at tho 
fire sxationT Churchill Scott will 
load this climb to tho summit of 
Mondon Peak* Total distance about 
5 mi. T-hi? will bo ono of tho most 
adventurous hikos of tho season. 

Perhaps it would bo best to first 
ask Craiguo Porkins if ho thin,k3 tho 
snow is all gono, for ho surely must 
have many stories to tell of tho last 
hiko planned thoro for a May 2nd. 

It is suggostod that sturdy footwoar, 
heavy clothing, extra swoator or Jackot 
and two hoarty moals bo carried, for 
this will covor a fairly long distanco 
and much bushwhacking. 

A number of routes have been offered. 
Hiko from Gov. Clement to Tamarack 
Sholtcr, thon cross-country over Little 
Killington to tho summit of Mendon 
Poak. Or ride tho lift, thon hiko past 
Cooper to Tamarack. Or ride dp tho 
Rooney Mill trail from Brewer's Cor- 
ners as far as possiblo past ^’Stovo 
Pipe" city, up tho log slido to tho 
ridgo botwoon Little Killington and 
Mondon whoro rumor has it thoro aro 
lumbor jack shcltors that woro never 
uncratod. Also, this aroa is histori- 
cally moro intorosting. 

Saturd a y. Juno 2U, 9 a.m. Moot at tho 
fi ro~ station . Goorgo Pcrlstoin will 
load this climb to tho summit of 
Shrewsbury Poak. Total distanco about 
four milos. I do not know tho approach 
to this poak. Many of us havo long 
wantod to got to the top of both 
Mondon and :3irowsbury, and horo's our 
chance i 

it it 

THE LONG TRAIL NEWS for February was 
mailed Fob. 13 . If any section mombor 
has not rocoivod a copy, ploaso contact 
W.C. Scott, 132 Maplo St., Rutland, 

Vt. 05>701, so tho records can bo 
corroctod. 

NOTE: DEADLINE FOR NEWS FOR SMOKE & 

BLAZES IS Juno 15, 1972. Mail to 
Frances Roberts. ? Hill Pin 00. rmu 


13 Donnis Place 
Summit, N.J. 07901 
Nov. 19, 1971 

Smoko & Blazes Editor 
2 Hill Placo 
Springfield, Vt . 

Doar a i^Robort s : 

As prosidont of tho Collogc Alumni 
Hiking Club of New York City and as a 
mombor of tho Groon Mountain Club, 
Killington Section, I would liko to 
invito tho mombors of your club to 
hike with us on our Memorial Day 
Wookond trip. It is as follows: 

May 27-29 Backpacking on tho Long 
Trail from Arlington Wostwardsboro 
Road to Vermont 9 Section II in tho 
Long Trail guido book. Food will bo 
provided by loaders if a $5.00 
doposit is sent to them two weeks in 
advance. Wo will moot Vormontcrs on 
Saturday May 27 at 9:00 a.m. at Wood- 
ford Stato camping area off Vormont 9 
or at tho trail parking lot on tho 
Arlington Wostwardsboro road at 10:30 
a.m. Loadors: Jeannette Brown, 

13 Donnis Placo, Summit, N. J. ,07901, 
201 277-6L|.12; and Linda Rozpwicz, 

562 W. 193 St., Now York, N. Y. OIII4.O 
212 928-9155* 

Wo hopo that you could put this in 
oithor the next issue of Smoko and 
Blazos or tho April issuo or both. 

I hopo that somo of your mombors will 
join us. The loadors aro both work- 
ing on our End-to-End badgos and wo 
run several trips during tho soason 
to Vormont for this purposo. Wo hopo 
to go on a GMC trip. Wo almost wont 
on one this year but wo got rained 
out in Now York. Happy hiking. 

Sincorcly yours, 
Joannotto Brown 
Prosidont 

DIRECTORS T MEETING 

Churchill Scott, Soc.-Troas. 

The latost Board of Directors' 
mooting was hold at Mr. Jim Frink's 
home on Feb. 11, 1972, with 10 pres- 
ent. Mr. Roborts and Mr. Weeks woro 
guests . 

Minutes of tho last mooting woro 
road and approved. President Socor 
said tho main club will look into 
the suspension bridge over Mill River 

n nH nnnnnt 4* r\ fhn a n 4- 4 r\ y\ 1 of nw 


Diroctors* Mooting - Cont’d. After the meeting was called to order 

at 7 i 45 p.m. by Ray Secor, and the 

Betty Wooks reported on the Trustoos tSecretary and Treasurer’s reports read 
mooting and said thcro wero many favor- an< * approved. Herb Ogden began the 
able reports on the well kept trails committee reports. As chairman of the 
and sholtors of tho Killington Section Shelter Committee, he spent a very 
for which we can thank tho many workers* 503 ? - summer. Pico was completely 
wo have. She also reported that soctiof5 enova ^ 0( ^* ^ new roof; new 

dues to the main club' woro sot at $1.50 stove > carried by Ray Secor from Pico 
for adults and $.75 for juniors. Junction; one window entirely replaced; 

Wo do not need tho Long Trail Patrol foundations dug out and creosoted. 
to work in our section this season. 

Herb Ogdon moved and Betty Weeks 
seconded that tho Killington Soction 
can take caro of its own trails and 
sholtors this season. 

Tho following list of officers was 
approved: 

Pres. - Ray Secor 
V. Pros. - Jim Prink 
Soc.-Troas. - W. Churchill Scott 
Commit too Chairmon: 

Trails- Wilbur Woston 
Sheltors - Herb Ogden 
Outings - Jim Prink 
Social Diroctor - Kathy Hayes 
LTN Reporter - Kathy Hayes 
Smoko & Blazos - Francos Roborts 
Mr. Weston spoke of tho slow and 
Itimo consuming job of preparing Long 
Trail Nows for mailing. A number of 
questions wore raisod about tho dutios 
|of Gardner Lane. 

Herb Ogdon discussed the dutios of 
iobort Jeffors, carotaker, and it was 
Ivotod to hire a caretakor for tho 
L972 season. Ho also spoke of the 
/ork on Clarendon Sholter, and its 
success in keeping the area clean. 

The outing schedule was completed 
ind ready to bo printed. 

The Board of Directors want to thank 
Ir. and Mrs. Prink for thoir hospital- 
.ty in making this mooting very enjoy- 
able, and our thanks go to them. 


IAL MEETING - KILLINGTON SECTION 


During the season, Mr. Robert Jeffors 
was employed as a caretaker.-thero with 
very favorable results. Occasionally 
ho visited Cooper and Tamarack. 

Tho dumps at Pico and Killington were 
smoothed over and obliterated again to 
implement our Carry In-Carry Out pro- 
gram which seems to be working well. 

During May a big work party visited 
Clarendon and made an open-front 
shelter out of it. They removed tho 
front wall, stove and -windows, and 
creosotod it. For many of tho old 
timers who have spent a lot of cold 
but enjoyable activities there, it was 
a hard thing to do, but the results 
have made it well worth while i 

Ray Secor reported for Mr. Woston 
on Trails. Tho entire soction was 
worked on this year, plus a day’s 
work at the Swinging Bridge, where 
next year even more Work must be done. 
Also, after many long months of dis- 
cussion the trail was moved from Mr. 
Pluss’s land, and now as we go north 
from Rt. 103 wo follow the old Town 
Road past the Crown Point Road marker 
to Clarendon Shelter. 

There wore no reports from the 
Smoke and Blazes editors, or from the 
Long Trail News reporter. 

Betty Weeks discussed tho past four 
Trustees’ meetings. These have been 
mainly taken up with the increased 
cost of running the main club and why 
they must ask for more money from tho 
sections. Many members offorod a 


number of different suggestions. After 
The annual meeting of the Killington it was noted that the duos increase 

ection of the Greon Mountain Club was to the main club would not begin until 

eld on Friday, Jan. 21, at the Uni- 1973* it w°s voted to keep our dues 

the same this year and ask for contri- 

butions. Herb Ogden moved to endorse 
the Board of Directors’ proposal of 
$2.00 for adult dues, $1.00 for dues 
of spouse, $1.00 for single junior, 
$1.00 for senior membors of 65 or 
over, and no charge for family junior 
members, Betty Wooks was instructed 
to convey this recommendation to tho 
Trustees’ meeting on Fob. 5 . 


/ersalist-Unitarian Church rooms, 
'here wore 36 in attendance as 
;ompared to 18 last year and about 12 
.n 1970 when it was held in conjunc- 
tion with a sugar on snow party, 
hnong the out of state members were 
liss Helen Bailey, Charlestown, N.H., 
ten Rolston, Schenectady, and Mr. and 
Irs. Peter Palen, Hurley, N.Y., who 
stayed at Sunnysido over the weekend. 
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Annual Meoting - Cont’d 

Jim Frink lod a very lively session 
on the new hiko schedule. Many now 
places wore suggested and loaders wore 
obtained. The schedule will be drawn 
up completely at tho noxt Board of 
Directors’ mooting. At tho request of 
many members wo hope to keep within 
tho boundaries of Vermont for there 
aro many new mountain trails to climb. 

Herb Ogden spoke about snowmobile 
legislation and a motion was oassed for 
the Board of Directors to endorse tho 
proposal of Ben Hoffman’s ad hoc report 
on snowmobiles. 

Tho now members of tho Board of 
Directors voted upon at this meeting 
aro Bob Rothcnmeycr and Janet Martin, 
replacing Bob Herrmann and Vera Perkins. 

Following the business mooting, 

George Poaristoin showed his slides on 
the outlying trails of Vermont, and 
after seeing such beautiful sights as 
these, it is easy to soo why everyone 
says, "Lot's hiko in Vermon^i" 

As every year, the ovoning was 
concluded with a wonderful buffet of 
cakes, cookies, pios and other goodies. 
Our thanks aro again given to the 
ladies for an onjoyablo treat. 

Respoctfully submitted, 

W. Churchill Scott 


HELP WANTED’ HELP WANTED’ 

"Wes" Weston will very soon be 
tackling tho trails in our Killing- 
ton Section* All who aro willing to 
help clear are urged to call him at 
775-2132. You will bo welcomed 
with open arms, a beaming smilo, 
and perhaps even with pruning shears. 


TAKEN FROM THE REGISTER- -SUNNYS IDE 

Oct. 16, 1972. Peace, love and 
responsible freedom to those who 
trudge . 

Joel and Linda Wilcox, 
Rutland, Vt. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE is Thursday 
Juno 15. Please got copy to Frances 
Roberts, 2 Hill Place, Springfield, 
Vt*, 05156, on or before this date. 
No romindor c alls will be made , so 
Tt’s up to tEe mombers wEat will 
appear in "Smoke and Blazes." Ideas 
and suggestions are welcomo. Call 

885-4157. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


Cash on Hand, l/l/7I 


INCOME: Dues 195*00 

Interest 95.72 

Gifts 62.00 

Guido Book Sales 10.00 

GMC Patch Salos 10.00 

Total 


EXPENSES: Trails and Sho Iters 306 

Smoko and Blazes 74 

Killington Section Patches 64 

To Main Club (Duos, Guide Books, Patches) 63 
Gifts (T.N. Assoc., Valiquotto, IshamMom.)60 


Outings 
Postage 

Flowers (Mrs. Roy Buchanan) 
By-Law Mooting Exponses 
Annual Meeting Expenses 
Tolophone 
Mi sc. Exponses 


58 

31 

21 

15 

15 

3 

18 


:U 

.64 

.63 

.00 

.55 

.29 

.70 

.64 

.54 

.85 

.29 


$2417.51 


372*72 

2790.23 


>2036.51 


Cash on Hand, l/l/72 


Total 


SUNNYSIDE HIKE - Dec. 19, 1971 

By Ann Reynolds 

Hoping to see some of our old Rut- 
land hiking buddies, my husband, two 
sons and I set out for the Sunnyside 
hike on the last Sunday before Christ- 
mas. Imagine our surprise upon 
arriving at Sunnyside to find that 
four of the 11 people there were also 
from Springfield, thus accounting for 
more than half the group I In addi- 
tion to our family there were Lloyd 
and Betty Weeks and Dick and Pran 
Roberts of Springfield, plus Doc and 
Kay Howard, Ray Secor, jim Prink, 

Mauri Winturi, Frederica Welch and 
Bob Rothenmeyer. 

Although snow was on the ground, 
there was hardly enough to warrant 
the use of snowshoes, and most of us 
left ours behind in our cars. The 
hike into the shelter is such a short 
one that we scarcely needed the hour 
or more of relaxation and eating that 
we enjoyed, but the cozy warmth of 
the cabin was not conducive to moving 
back outdoors. 

Eventually we stirred ourselves and 
trod quietly through the snow to the 
clearing overlooking the city of 
Rutland. We were assured that on a 
clear moonlit night the lights of the 
city could be seen distinctly, but 
this night was overcast and not 
moonlit, so we just had to use our 
imaginations. After singing one or 
two Christmas carols (after all, the 
writeup said we would), we hurried 
back to the shelter, as the wind was 
becoming sharp. There were no 
unusual occurences on this outing -- 
it was just the pleasant, easy, 
eomoanionable sort of hike that made 
us wonder why we (and jou) don’t do 
it more oftenl 

TRIP TO GOVERNOR CLEMENT 

By Doris Newton 

The date was January 23, but it 
seemed as though we had moved up two 
months and reached the end of March. 
Brooks were running, snow melting, 
and sun dodging in and out. Every- 
thing was all the more enjoyable 
after the dark and unpromising skies 
of early morning. 

After going around to North Shrews- 
bury to avoid the icy hill, Cathy 
Hayes, 3herry, Chris and Andy, Doc 


and Kay Howard, Jim Prink, Ray Secor ^ 
and Doris Newton walked in from the 
usual parking place. The road was 
packed hard enough by snowmobiles to 
make snowshoes unnecessary. A fire 
was soon going, the coffeepot steaming, 
and the usual pleasant social time in 
progress. Halfway through lunch along 
came Mauri Winturci from Fitchburg, 

Mass. Before the hike was over he had 
been signed up as a Killington Section 
member bather than a member at large. 
Wouldn’t it be great if we could add 
a new member on every outing? 

We shouldn’t neglect to mention 
’’Abigail" Hayes and her side-kick 
"Cindy" as also among those present. 

I thin k I heard a murmured suggestion 
that TT'beautiful St. Bernard like 
"Abby" might be trained to carry that 
little barrel when she came along. 

Now, that would bo an idea, wouldn’t 
it? The onl'y regret of the day was 
that oven more folks weren’t along to 
enjoy it. 



Well, I guess the Green Mountain 
Club is going to the dogsl That was 
what I thought when I saw five dogs 
jump out of cars ready to go hiking 
up to Little Rocky Pond on Feb. 19. 
Fourteen pooolo showed up at the 
corner store in East Wallingford 
accompanied by five dogs. 

In spite of a raging bjizzard we 
had a pretty good turnout. Everybody, 
including the dogs got into two 
scouts and a jeep and headed uo the 
Wallingford Pond road. Pretty soon 
wo realized we were on a road that 
hadn’t boon plowed. The jeep had a 
hard time backing out so Grampa Weeks 
thought he would get out the easy 
way. He gave it the gas and ended 
out worse off than the jeep. After 
much digging and pushing we finally 
got the scout out. 

Since we couldn’t drive to our 
destination, we started snowshoeing 
up the road. The wind and the snow 
hit ufi in the face as the storm got 
wilder. After about two miles we 
found a place to eat lunch by a 
brook. Even with a good fire, our 
sandwiches froze to our hands. 

Since the storm was so bad, wo 
decided not to go any further. We 

(Moro, more, morel) 


NOTE: DEADLINE FiR NEWS FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMOKE 


fought tho wind back to the cars. 
Everyone made it back on his own 
except one dog. Rusty gave out and 
Grandma had to carry her in her pack. 
We all had a "barking” good time’. 

By Kevin V. Abbott 
Junior Member, Age 11 



ASCUTNEY TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
(KILLINGTON SECTION) 

ASCUTNEY MOUNTAIN HIKE -WINDSOR TRAIL 
SNOWSHOE HIKE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 1|, 1972 

By Jane E. Denman 

We assembled at the base of the 
Windsor Trail on Mt. Ascutnoy Saturday 
morning, March 4, under sunny skies. 
With a hard packod snow base, wo 
decided snowshoes weren’t necessary. 

We carried them over our shoulders 
just in case the snow was deeper 
further on. 

The ascent was a steady steep climb 
up the side of a ravine through which 
tumbled a mountain stream covered with 
snow and ice. We pausod to view tho 
valley and distant mountains behind us 
at Gerry Falls, the half way point of 
our hike. 

A short distance beyond the falls we 
left the rim of the ravino and crossed 
a smaller stream where there was open 
cold water for drinking. Tho traii 
doglegged to the right and into small 
soft woods in which we arrived at the 
shelter where hot soup, tea, coffee, 
and cocoa awaited all who came up the 
trail. Tho cozy firo welcomed and 
warmed us while wc ate and rested. 
Eight mombers and two dogs of the 
Killington Section made the hike. The 
throo children in the party received a 
froo chance on a pair of snowshoes to 
bo .given away at the end of the season 
by the AT A. Approximately thirty-five 
hikers made tho trip during the day. 

A few ventured beyond the shelter to 
tho top of the mountain. 

Tho hike down tho mountain was un- 


MYSTERY HIKE - Jan. 8 6 

By Churchill Scott 

After a number of years' laDso, a 
mystery hike was held. Wo must have 
lost our touch for overyono seemed to 
comDlain that by tho time wo roachcd 
the oarking area tho destination was 
no secret. 

Tho day was cold but clear and 
sunny, and a deep blue sky prevailed. 

Wc drovo to a snowmobile parking area 
south of Woodard Res. on Rt . 100. 

After walking up a winding unplowed 
road toward Northam about one mile. 

Wo turned loft and followed a lumber 
road to Tinker Brook Shelter. 

This camp is located in an evorgroen 
grove overlooking Tinker Brook, and 
in warmer weather would bo a very 
enjoyable spot. 

After a quick lunch and a losing 
effort to koep warm, wo startod for 
homo making plans for another mystery 
hike which will remain a mystery 
until the destination has boon roached. 

Dr. Howard and his grandson. Rusty 
Nickerson, mot tho group as they wore 
returning, and hiked back to tho cars 
together. It was good to seo so many 
young folks along--Shorry, Andy and 
Chris Hayos, Betsy, Nancy and Tommy 
Martin, and Rusty. 


CLARENDON LODGE TO F0XL0T FARM 
By Dorothy Kirk 

Somo of the dozen hikers who walked 
into Clarendon Shelter on Saturday, 
February f>, had nostalgic thoughts for 
tho old Lodge. Tho transition from 
Lodge to Open Shelter was beautifully 
executed, but tho temperatures wore 
low, and no one appeared enthusiastic 
about the chango I After tho gathering 
and sawing of wood, building a firo, 
and heating the water fotchod by our 
hike chairman through a hole in tho 
ice, and pretending to heat ourselves, 
wo ate a rather quick lunch and drank 
hot coffee (tho only hot thing about 
tho day) . Sovoral of tho party startod 
a short distance toward Foxlot Farm, 
but soon returned. Later in tho wcok 
Jim Frink started out alono for the 
Farm, wont somo distance but did not 
reach it. Betty and Lloyd Weeks wore 
the leaders, though Botty had to 
attend a directors’ mooting. A soli- 
tary out-of-state hiker who appeared 
at the sholter was oventually persua- 
dod not to continue on a verv obscure 


This is the last issuo of Smoko and Blazes that will be sent to tho 1971 
membership list. We would like to remind nooole of the financial notice 
included in the hike schedule for 1972, this being, "The Soction has incurred 
a Financial Deficit of several hundrod dollars for each of tho past three 
years. Wo have a deficit budget for this year. Duos will have to bo 
increased in 1973 but they will NOT go up this year. Duos are now Two 
Dollars ($2.00) for each adult member and Fifty Cents (50^) for oach Junior 
membor under 18. 

Dues are now payable and should be mailed or given to W. Churchill Scott, 
Treasurer, 132 Maple Stroot , Rutland, Vermont 05701. 

To avoid a Deficit this year, contributions in excess of dues are badly 
noedod. Many members have already sent in contributions of from throe to 
ten dollars ($3.00 to $10.00). Any financial help you can give to your 
Section will enablo it to continuo its reputation for the best overall main- 
tenance on tho Long Trail. 

Below is a list of members of the Killington Section of tho Green Mountain 
Club, Inc., as of 15 March 1972. 

Abbott, Kim - Keith - Kovin (JR) 23 Pino Stroot, Springfiold, Vt. 05156 

Adams, Miss Martha, lj.6 Roberts Ave., Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Bailey, Miss Helen, Box 8014., Charlestown, N.H. 03603 

Borg, Miss Anna, 10 Pleasant St., No. Clarondon, Vt. 05759 

Blasbowich, Mrs. W.J., 8 Amherst Lano, Dearborn, Mich., 48120 

Bryant, Mrs. Harriot, P.0. Box 131, Dorset, Vt . 05251 

Cahoo, Mr. & Mrs. Hedrick, 179 Union St., Springfield, Vt . 05156 

Conlon, Mr. & Mrs. George, Gen. Del. Rutland, Vt. O57OI 

Day, Mr. & Mrs. Wilman, Brockway Mills Road, Springfiold, Vt. 0515& 

Dronnon, Mike, 2915 Hyatt St., Yorkstown, N. Y. 10598 

Fostman, Mrs. Herbert, 25 Soabury St., Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Frink, Miss Helen, 10 Elm St., Randolph, Vt . 05060 

Frink, Jamos C., 60 Litchfiold Avo., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Gatland, Miss Judy, Hopkins St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Goczi, Mrs. Judy, Litchfield St., Springfield, Vt. 05156 

Griffith, John B. , Jr., Raiches Cross Road, Danby, Vt . 05739 

Green, Miss Frances, 55 Holman St., Shrewsbury, Mass. 01545 

Gulick, Charles B. Ill, Parker Hill Rd., Springfield, Vt . 05156 

Hall, Miss Holly C., Dor sot, Vt. 0 $ 2^1 

Hayes, Mrs. Kathy, P.0. Box 252, Castloton, Vt . 05735 

Hayes, Andrew - Chris - Sherry (JR) Same as above 

Howard, Dr. & Mr 3. J. Harold, Stage Routo, Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Harold, P.0. Box 261, E. Wallingford, Vt . 05742 

Kirk, Mrs. Goorgo, 8 E. Washington St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

La Brake, Miss Ruth, Temple wood Ct., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

MacArthur, Bill, 47 SpringfSt., Williams town. Mass. 02167 

Magoon, Paul, RFD #1, Springfiold, Vt . 05156 

Magoon, Jeffrey (JR) Same as abovo 

Maior, Miss Elsie, 280 Fort Washington St., N.Y.C., N.Y., 10032 
Martin, Mr. & Mrs. John B. , 7 Curtis Avo., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Martin, Betsy - Carol - David - Nancy - Tom (JR) Same as abovo 

Mason, Dave, 49 South Main St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Newton, Miss Doris, 70 North Main St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Nickerson, Russell (JR) RFD, Orwell, Vt . 057&0 

Ogden, Herbert G., RFD, Windsor, Vt . 05089 

Ogden, Herbert, Jr., 2409 Buckingham Rd., Birmingham, Michigan 4^008 

Olson, Bert 89 North St., Proctor, Vt . 057&5 

Poarlstein, Goorgo, P.0. Box 115, West Pawlet, Vt . , 05775 

Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Craigue, 129 Bellevue Avo., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Perkins, Miss Vera, 242 South Main St., Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Ransom, Miss Lauren, Miss Margaret ( JR) , 528l N *E . 4^^ Terrace, Ft. Lauder- 


Roberts, Mr. & Mrs. Richard, 2 Hill Place, Soringfiold, Vt. 05156 
Rolston, Ben, 323 12th St., Schenectady, N. Y. 12306 
Roulior, Miss Bottina, 25 Piedmont Pkwy., Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Rozowicz, Miss Linda, 562 West 193rd St., N.Y.C., N.Y. 10040 
Russell, Miss Ellon, 33 Thayer St., Providence, R.I., 02906 
Scott, W. Churchill, 132 Made St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Scott, Kim (JR) Same as above 

Secor, Ray, U.S.F.S. District Office, Manchester Center, Vt. 05255 

Staro, Louis, 9 Angus Ave., Bass River, Mass. 02664 

Valiquetto, Mrs. Thelma, 93 Killington Ave., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Valiquette, John J. and Thomas J. (JR) RD#2, Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Walker, Miss Eleanor, 87 Baxter St., Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Walsh, Mr. & Mrs. John J. Jr., 600 West 115 St., Now York, N.Y, 10025 

Walsh, Anna, Jill, Peter (JR), Same as above 

Welch, Frederica, Stage Route, Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Weston, Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur F., 48 Edgerton St., Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Weston, Miss Holly (JR), 4116 White Pine Dr., Raleigh, N. C. 27609 

Wilson, Carleton, 9 Harvard St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Winturri, Mauri, 16 Nichols St., Fitchburg, Mass* 01420 

Van Wyck, Miss Florence, RFD, Wallingford, Vt. 05773 

Weeks, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd, 7 Harvard St 1 , Springfield, Vt . 05156 


ODE TO THE COUNTRY ROAD 

By Ralph W. Seager 

My old roads now are blacktop and concrete; 

I cannot feel the country through my feet, 

Or know its shadowed breeze upon my skin, 

Remembering where woods once crowded in 
To watch with green eyes what was going by; 

Now all that's left is road — and open sky. 

I miss the quiet, cool, receptive clay 

That caught my print, springing me on the way; 

The dust beams walking up the slanting stair 
As leaves slid down tne banisters of air. 

Bulldozers gouge and steel blades cut straight through 
No sudden turns--no unexpected view 
Of doe and fawn, or paisley pheasant's brood 
To grace and color rural solitude. 

I see my hills knocked down, my valleys spanned 
Where roads once fitted kindly to the land. 




AlOift" L 

a p zes 
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COMING OUTINGS 

Saturday , June 21+, 9 a .a. MeQt at 

toTtonski Vi re "§VaTlonj~lTutland . To 
Shrewsbury Peak . We drive to Northam 
3 ark In North Shrewsbury and take the 
1.8 mile trail to the peak, returning 
the same way. G. Perlsteln, Leader. 


>un_day , _ July % 9 a ,m. Maet at fire 


station. T o”^r omlej- _7It . Drive to Peru 
via Manchester *ahd~ Manchester Depot. 
?ake US Forest Service Road #21 to Mad 
om Notch. Hiking distance over the 
nountain to Vt. 11 is 3 miles. Leader , 
reorge Reynolds . 


Saturday, July 22, 9 a.m. Meet at fire 


finest members, Harold Valiquette. 

This hike will be led by T. Valiquette, 
Harold left us on October 1}., 197l. 


L Saturday, Aug. _ _9_a.m . Fire sta tion. 

To' Ml\ ~l^o o's alamo o . Drive to the power 
station on the road from Forest Dale 
to Lake Dunraore, walk up the penstock 
to the Silver Lake road, follow the 
road to the trail, and from there to 
the summit. Jim Frink, Leader. 


Sunda y, September 10 (Note date change) 

1’ pTmV "atT fire station. To B ald Mt . 
Sixtieth anniversary celebration. See 
inside for details. Leaders, J .&J. 
Martin. 


To filuo TUdge Summit. We 


itation. To tsiuo Kluge 
Irive to TallTimber in Mendon and take 
;he blue blaze trail to the summit. 

'lm Frink, Hike Loade r . 


S unday f Augu s t 6 , 1 p.m. Fire station. 

! o feast Mountain . ~Go~ to^ Loveday * 1 s Camo 
on tfte IToich section of the Wheeler- 

1 ille road west of McLaughlin Falls 
j.nd take the trail from there to the 
nummit. This will be the first annual 
Last Mt. hike in honor of one of our 


Saturday, Sept. 16, 9 .a.m . Fire sta- 
tion. To Somerset” Reservoir. 1 or 2 
days. Drive To"' Benni n'rrt on/then east 
on Route 9 to Soarsburg. At a point 
a short distance oast of Soarsburg an 
access road goes north to a camping 
area south of the reservoir. There Is 
another comping area near the north 
end of the lake. This can bo a hiking, 
camping, and canoeing weekend, or it 
can bo a day trip. Leaders, F.& R. 
Roberts. 


Saturday, Sept. 30 . ,9 a .m. Pire sta tion. 

to ^rcV~Tor'Q s~tT ~ 1 or 2 days. Drive 
to Manchester Center and take Route 30 
northwest through South Dorset and 
Dorset. Turn left at East Rupert and 
take the road toward Rupert. Shortly 
on the left at the top of a hill is 
the entrance to Merck Forest with 26 
miles of trails to choose from during 
one or two days. " Wes" Weston, Hik e 
Leader. 


TRIP REPORTS 

Pine H il l Park - On Saturday, March 18, 
'Uhvr chTlT Scott , Kathy Hayes with her 
sons^ Andy and Chris, Doris Newton, 
’'Wes'’’ Weston, and I met at the fire 
station and drove to the Rutland 
Country Club. We did not need snows'. • 
shoes, and we hiked over to the 
sixteenth fairway where the trail 
begins alongside a brook. It was a 
short but pleasant walk thru tho woods 
to Muddy Pond and then to Rocky Pond. 

We decided not to return the same way 
so we walked down the road toward 
Evergreen Avenuo for about half a mile, 
and then cut into the woods on one of 
the nature trails that the City Recre- 
ation Dept, has blazed thru the woods 
on the way down to Oak St. in Rutland 
where the Nature Trail begins. From 
there we walked north along East 
Creek to the fifth fairway of the golf 
club and from there across the fairways 
to the club house whore we had parked 
cur cars. In all we hiked about four 
niles and enjoyed every bit of it. I 
even found a Boy Scout knife down by 
ilast Crook] Jim Frink 


Sn ake Mountain - "Rain, probably 
^anging~to snow, with the possibility 

cf thunder showers this afternoon" 

3uch was the less than encouraging 
weather forecast on tho day of the 
Snake Mt . trip. Even so, seven of us 
turned up at the fire station figuring 
;hat all this might hold off till 
iftornoon at least. 

At tho starting place in Addison we 
net Mr. Kennedy and son, Michael, 
jaiting, and under the leadership of 
jloyd and Betty Weeks, started up the 
)ld Mountain Road. This is an inter- 
ssting survival from the era of 
'summit houses." A 3 wo went up we 
'ound considerable snow depth. The 


woods looked and felt like winter. 

The cold wind-driven fog on the summit 
made the noon campfire welcome; in 
fact, we wore all as close as we 
could get] 

There are still remnants of the old 
summit house standing, and many other 
people must have thrilled as wo did 
to the nearly sheer drop of 1200 or 
so feet to the valley floor, the view 
across Lake Champlain, which we could 
faintly see thru the fog, and the 
Adirondacks, which we couldn’t. We 
were fascinated, too, by the little 
pond nearly on the brink of the cliff, 
probably a spring somewhat improved 
to provide a water supply for the 
summit house. We hear there is 
another boggy pond, interesting from 
a botanical standpoint (when it isn’t 
covered with a couple of feet of 
ice and snow’. ) 

How many times wo said, "We must 
come again on a clear day !" and, 

"We must come later when the plants 
are out." A little detour to the 
Water Fowl Refuse to see if there 
were any geese (thero were a few) 
finished the trip. Thank you, Lloyd 
and Betty, for introducing us to such 
a now and beautiful spot. Incident- 
ally, those thundershowers nover did 
materialize! Doris Newton 


Round Hill - This was tho woekand 
(Aoril 30 ) when spring finally came. 
Twelve of us had a warm and cloudless 
aftornoon for a short but interesting 
climb up Round Hill. This is the 
hill with the beacon, just southeast 
of Rutland. 

Jim Frink, hike loader and geolo- 
gist, showed us a raro dooosit of 
fuchsitle, and, thanks to his hammer 
and chise}., most of us now have a 
small souvenir soocimon of this 
attractive green stone formed, 
according to Jim, of mica and colored 
with chrome. (1 thi nk I havo that 
right!) The summit provides a good 
view of tho valley and city, and that 
intrigued some of our photographers. 

It was good to have several hikers 
along who have not been out with us 
before, and wo hope they will come 
again. Doris Newton 


White Rocks Picnic Area to Greenwall 
SFclter""- An Aoril^T several GMc*ers 
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circle starting at the White Rocks 
3 icnic Area. W oy followed the Blue 
Blazes ud the Keewaydin Trail to the 
junction of the Long Trail, and then 
northeasterly to the Greenwall Shelter, 
ience we followed the LT to the USFS 
noad and then returned by this road to 
White Rocks Picnic area access road, 
completing the circle. Sounds simple, 
loesn't it? Try it, you'll like itl 

But if you're going to try it in the 
3pring, bring your snowshoes. April 
? ools that we were, not a one of us 
md thought we would need them (With 
mow gone for some time in the lowlands 
jho would have thought?). For some of 
is it was really tough 1 Take 2 stops 
md sink 4 feet into the snow. Take a 
souple more and repeat. We're calling 
t the April Fool Foxtrot. Some of the 
.ightor people had less difficulty of 
sourse. And trying to follow those 
>lue blazes was something else; in 
jeveral places we lost the trail com- 
>letely. 

We saw what we identified as bear 
' macks, and all 3orts of coon and porky 
racks, too. But there were other 
hings in our favor; it was a gorgeous 
< ay with lots of sun to set the blue 
! kies off against the white birches 
«.nd snow, and we enjoyed lunching with 
our congenial friends at the shelter. 
Abby says Matt Eastman's sandwich was 
, ust delicious.) Kathy Hayes 


Vermont's Highest Waterfall (?) - How to 
I chedule a” successful May Tjlth hike: 

! . Schedule it in the dead of winter, 
ot the January Annual Meeting; 
t . Ask the weatherman to furnish a 
larm day; and 

j . Ask the sun to shine brightly. 

We did, he did, and it did* 

A near-record crowd (about 25) assem- 
bled at Emerald Lake State Park to pick 
ip the leader (and interrupt him from 
bis fishing). From there, our convoy 
proceeded to Manchester Depot and the 
beginning of the Lye Brook Trail. 

Up that trail we went--a nice wood- 
land walk over an old road, with 
reasonably dry footing and a not-too- 
£teep grade. Of course those in the 
lead occasionally waited for those in 
the rear to catch up — then started 
egain without giving the latter a 
chance to catch their breaths. 

After about two miles, we turned off 
the trail and onto the switchback of 
tpe old Rich Lumber Company logging 


railroad. Even tho we often saw rows 
of rotting ties, it was hard to believe 
that almost a half-century ago huge 
loads of logs were snaked down that 
railroad. 

Negotiating windfalls and wet spots 
along the uncleared railroad bed, we 
finally came to the gorge — and there 
it was l A magnificent waterfall. Not 
one huge spear of water, but a series 
of cascades dropping down and down and 
down. As we ate our respective lunches 
by the site of the railroad trestle, 
beside pools of water, it was difficult 
to see the ton of the falls, so hidden 
by hemlocks and so high above us. 

The trip back was just a pleasant 
walk in the spring forest — with soring 
beauties, trilliums, dogtooth violets, 
and other spring flowers. Amid dis- 
cussions of conflicting names of those 
floworp, Jim Frink added his valuable 
knowledge of rocks and minerals, while 
Rolston and Weeks eyed the various 
pools along the stream with visions of 
lurking trout awaiting their lures. 

Back at the cars, it was agreed that 
this MUST be Vermont's highest water- 
fall. So you may remove that question 
mark from the title of this article. 

Ben Rolston 

Trip to McLaughlin Falls and Gorge - 
Gn May * 28 , eight people met at the 
Koltonski Fire Station for the hike to 
the McLaughlin Falls. It was a beau- 
tiful day for a hike; the temperature 
was in the 70 * s and the sun was shin- 
ing brightly. 

We left the station at 1:00 p.m. and 
traveled along the rough, dusty 
Wheelerville Road to the Falls. It was 
quite a hair-raising ridel When we 
reached our destination, all of us were 
quite hungry, so we had a picnic lunch 
on the rocks beside the falls. It was 
wonderful to see the water cascading 
over steep rocks and ledges to little 
pools below. 

After our lunch, we followed an old 
logging road, overgrown with bushes 
and weeds, for about a mile. Unfor- 
tunately, the road soon came to a dead 
end, so we turned around and went back 
to search for a trail leading down the 
gorge. However, there were no cleared 
trails, so we went and sat beside the 
falls. A couple of us tried wading in 
a pool at the botton of the falls, "but 
soon decided that the water was too 
chilly for us, despite the warm weather. 
It was quite an interesting little 


GREEN MT. CLUB OR VT . PARKS DEPT.???? 

Below are two letters from Herb Ogden. 
The editors of S&B hope that the many 
Killington Section members who realize 
and appreciate all Herb has done for 
the section will call him or drop him 
a line and persuade him to reconsider 
his action. 

June 1, 1972 

Frances : 

Hero is a copy of a letter I have 
sent to Ray Secor. Can you include it 
in the next issue of S&B? 

I think it is important that members 
of the Killington Section should know 
that I am withdrawing because of Main 
Club action, not because of anything 
that has occurred in the Killington 
Section. Sincerely, 

Herb Ogden 


RFD,?1, Windsor, Vermont 
May 21, 1972 

Ray: 

I have concluded, after Saturday* s 
Annual GMC meeting, that I can no 
longer volunteer my wholehearted 
services for the Green Mountain Club 
as a member of the Killington Section. 
This is not a sudden decision. In 
recent years it has seemed to me that 
an unhealthy trend has been streng- 
thening as Sections falter and Main 
goes "big time." I am inclined, in 
any such situation, to go either whole 
hog or get out. I find this trend so 
disheartoning, over a period of years, 
that I can no longer go whole hog. 

As I indicated in my "memo" on Sat- 
urday and sought to point up during 
the seminar, I foel that the present 
trend can load only to the Vermont 
Parks Dooartment. This trend involves 
standardization of too many facets of 
trail & shelter maintenance, directives 
Prom Main, permission from Main rather 
than advice, salaried executive secre- 
tary, the executi ve-committoe-of-the- 
3xecuti ve-committoe (Advisory Board?), 
a stifling of individual initiative 
and responsibility in the Sections, a 
position that Sections are creatures 
af the Main Club rather than the other 
fj ay around--and several other consider 
ations . 

I have, in recent years, spent con- 
siderable time and money on the Long 
Trail as an active member of the Kill- 


ington Section, in hopes that my per- 
ception of that trend might be clouded. 
That hope no longer exists. I do not 
wish to play an active role in the 
dissolution of the volunteer organiza- 
tion once known as the Green Mountain 
Club. Herbert Ogden 


SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

The Killington Section will com- 
memorate this important event by 
turning the scheduled Bald Mt. hike 
into a celebration. Reservations 
have been made for Tamarack Notch 
facilities for Sept* 10, and a dinner 
will follow the hike — at 6:30 p.m. 

Members are urged to bring historic 
pictures and slides of KS activities 
and hikes. This should be an evening 
filled with nostalgia and a well- 
deserved feeling of accomplishment, 
as KS is the oldest and most active 
section in the Green Mountain ClubJ 


ABOUT SMOKE & BLAZES 

1. Have we made errors in your name, 
address, or title (o.g. Miss, Mrs., 
Ms., Mr., Dr.,) in our latest member- 
ship list? 

2. Are there families who wish to 
receive more than 1 copy of S&B? 

Ploaso let us know by writing to 
S&B Editors, 2 Hill PI., Springfield, 
Vt. 0^156, or to W.C. Scott, Secretary, 
132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt . 05701 


ADDITIONAL MEMBERS - Killington Section 
GMC, March 15 to June 15, 1972 

Bartlett, Faith 98 Bellevuo Ave., 
Rutland, Vt., 05701 
Boucher, Anne II4.8 Dorset St., Spring- 
field, Mass., 01108 

Brown, Jeanette 15 Dennis PI., Summit, 
N.J., 17901 

Catozzi, Ray 103 Bellevue Ave., 
Rutland, Vt., 05701 
Catozzi, Billy, Joey, Louis (JR) Same 
Doane, John Q. Meadowoods Rd., Essex 
Conn. 06426 

Eastman, Matthew 95 Maole St., Rutland 

Vt . 05701 

Gilman, Betty 212 Adams St. " 
Graham, Guy RFD Hartland, Vt. 0501+8 
Hinchey, Minerva 45 Park St. Rutland 

Pn+r»1r>lr ( .TR ^ 70 Allan " 


Kirk, Mrs. George 8 E. Washington St. 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Klerum, Mr ,&Mrs„ David Stage Rte. 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Klerum, Matthew (JR) Same as above 
McKirrytier, Mr.&Mrs. Bradford, 11 Maple 
St., Vergennes, Vt. 05491 
Miles, John 122 Harrington Ave. Rutland 
Nolan, Kathy East ridge Acres " 

Nyiri, Anna 167 Stratton Rd. " 

Palan, Mr.&Mrs. Peter P.0. Box I 63 , 
Hurley, N.Y. 12443 

Perkins, Mr.&Mrs. Robert 1141 Culligan 
Blvd. San Jose* Calif. 95120 
Perkins, Anne, David, Polly, Tim (JR) 
Same as above 

Phillips, Paul RPD Pair Haven, Vt. 05743 
Ransom, Donald, Meleine (JR) 528l N.E. 

4th Terr., Ft. Lauderdale, Pla. 33308 
Reynolds, George 8 Hillcrest Rd. 

Springfield, Vt. 05156 
Rothenmeyer, Robert P0 Box 244> Brandon 
Vt. 05733 

Tarbell, Dale, James (JR) West Creek 
Rd. Wallingford, Vt . 05773 

Wellman, Mary Louise RPD #2, Poult ney 

Vt . 05764 

Wiggin, Randall RPD #1 Rutland, Vt. 
Wolcott, George 34 Cleveland Ave. 
Rutland, Vt ^ 05701 


MEND0N PEAK - Trip Report - Sunday, 

June 11, dawned cold and clear. This 
was the day of the most ambitious bush- 
whacking trio of the yoar and as the 
16 of us and two dogs rode up the lift 
we enjoyed traveling into the area of 
the frost covered mountain peaks. The 
view from Killington was beautiful in 
spite of the strong NW wind that hurried 
us on to the shelter for a few minutes 
of rest before we headed for Tamarack. 

The advance oarty had a good fire, soon 
coffee was served, and then wc all got 
out compass and map and started west. 

I he route led a bit north of Little 
Killington into a red-flagged trail. 

This took us in the general direction 
for some distance, but at last cut north 
and down hill, so again we cut cross- 
country. 

In I960, our last trip here was quite 
open from Little Killington to the last 
slope of Mendon with a number of lumber 
roads, but now it was an endless woods. 
As we started to climb again we found a 
faint trail which helped to reach the 
first summit where we could see the 
! edge on the second summit. 


After enjoying the view there for 
some time (just the same as! 1$50, 
cold, clear and beautiful) most of 
us were ready to call it quits and 
head for home, but Jim insisted that 
we go a bit farther west and really 
stand on the summit of Mendon. It 
was well worth the effort for we 
could see all of the area not visible 
from the eastern ledge. 

The return trip seemed to be an 
endless plodding succession of trees, 
brush and undergrowth as we headed 
a bit south hopefully to avoid the 
worst slash. At last we came to a 
very welcome stream where Ray's 
folding cup refreshed everyone's 
spirits. Soon after we hit the trail, 
about a half mile south of Tamarack. 

At the shelter Mauri had already 
left so we all rested, and then at 
Cooper we all gathered together 
again and agreed it had been a rough 
day. Around the Juggerttarf Trail 
and down the work road finished our 
ambitious trip. w. C. Scott 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF SMOKE & BLAZES 
will carry a complete report from 
"Wos" Weston, Trails Chairman. In 
the meantime, this account by Jim 
Prink will give some idea of what 
the Trails Committee is doing: 

Today, Thursday, June 1, "Wes" 
Weston and I started from Sherburne 
Pass at 8:25 a.m. and built water 
bars; sawed blow-downs and dead 
falls; clipped branches from in and 
across the trail; picked up all 
debris from the trail, and left it 
in good con dition all the way to 
Pico Shelter. We were caught in a 
very heavy rain during our walk from 
the Junction to the shelter. We 
built a fire in the stove and dried 
our clothes and ourselves. Had our 
lunch in the shelter. We arrived 
back at Sherburne Pass at 3s45 p.m. 

IN A LETTER dated June 14 , "Wes" 
Weston did state that temporary 
repairs had been made on the bridge 
over Clarendon Gorge, and that "At 
this point, the trail has not been 
completely gone over; that stretch 
from Cooper south to Tamarack as 
well as the stretch from Cooper to 
Pico Camp has yet to be done." 


nganT.TWR fop news for next issue OP SMOKE & RTi A7.ES is Sect. 16. Mail to: 


O c t . _ i5a ._ l £ .m . at Koltonskl 


fire Station^* Ruth LaBrake will lead 
this hike since’ it is at her came in 
the area where we will assemble before 
taking the trail. We drive to Florence 
and take the road west which leaves 
the north -couth road .iust .south of the 
underseas. We follow this road to the 
LaBrake carao and then take the trail 
to the summit of Fire H ill . On our 
last hike to Fire Hill we missed the 
trail to the summit, loyt Ruth assures 
us that she ha3 very good directions 
this time as to which turns.^ to take! 



/ 
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COMING OUTINGS 


Saturday^ Oct, 28, 


9 ; a .mV 


station, 
this hike 


on Route /lOO 
two miles to 


••Churchill ScotT 
cTr 



/lliisat t he 
otT 1 

ive to W&i 


the fi^e 
lead \ 


Some of these volunteers worked for 
many years. Some of our presen 
workers have been wielding the clippers 
and paint brushes for a decade, or 
two or three decades, , 

Others contribute their 3 or.vijses for 
a lesser period of time, bjL»i?^wlth 
great zeal and enthusiapifOiintil 
family obligations , j^ogruphi cal 
limitations, or ot^r/confll ct i ng 
duties cause th|Jrf ^kf'ai 1 -working 
activities to di^ppear from the scene. 
/ / 

And other- workers are of the short- 
term, or Xo* ie-shot" nature, 3uch as 
cons tr lyttyiriQ a shelter, or participa-- 
ti jn-i»’ p-'' Boy Scout trail work project. 

Wtfyl the r a person spends only one day 


east for about 
to the sumrail 


tsfielcL of' tfard work on the Trail or at a 


of Scjragp Mountai n. This hike is about, 
f o ur . m i las t o t a IV 

Saturdayy-TTov . 11, 9 a»m r at the fy' 


re 


station,' Wc drive to East Wallingford 
and go dowrT'Roti-te 155 which rung into 
Route 100. Follow 100 to West Wards- 
boro and then t&ke the Stratton Mt . 
road to where /the trail begins. This 
is about a six milp^+iike, and is led 


by Wes Wegtoru 

o, in o n „ n p ,\ i n 1 n jrn . rorest gnawer reas area;, tne Appa- 

~ ■ — -^ 1 " — * 7 ^ — * at lire station. i a £i on Trail, east of Sherburne Pass, 

A complete d£eo and dark, MYSTERY,. NO- or elsewhere 
BODY KNOWS! I r ? ' l S ^\ / / m 


'shelter, or wnether lie spends his 
spdre^time over a period of ten years 
olr moreT^this person receives a great 
d&al of personal satisfaction knowing 
thatyhe ha^ contributed toward the aim 
of the founder of cur Club, James 
Taylor* "to 'make the mountains of 
Vermont^ play ^ larger part in the 
lives ci. the oboole," 

L \ 

For about' ten'yoars , 1 was one of 
these volunteers, working in various 
areas--Killington Section ! s part of 
the Lcn<? Trail, within the National 
Forest (Baker Peak area}, the Appa- 


if 

THAN 


J 
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ANKS, HERB' 


For more than sixty years, the Long 
Trail has been a "labor of love" for 
untold hundreds of volunteers who have 
worked hard, without monetary remunera- 
tion, to keep the Trail System cleared, 
and shelters built and maintained, for 
the free use of all who seek a bit of 
solitude in the wilderness. 


IlyNtoo, greatly enjoyed this work, 
with np desire for remuneration other 
tnan the satisfaction of knowing that 
mpr efforts helped to make the Trail 
\mop'e enjoyable for others who followed 
me{, It was with deep regret that a 
physical setback fore or! me to curtail 
most of this enjoyable work. 


For the past several years, our 
Killington Section member Herb Ogden 
put in hundreds of hours of hard 
physical work on the Trail and at the 
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shelters. I know that Herb loved this 
work, as I do, and made his contri- 
bution entirely for the benefit of 
hikers who, I am sure, appreciated 
all that he did. 

Dorothy and I both regret Herb’s 
decision to give up this work. We 
know that it was a hard decision to 
make, one that required much thought 
and evaluation. We respect his 
decision, without any criticism. We 
know that he will miss this work just 
as much as I miss the work that I 
did, altho we gave up our respective 
contributions for different reasons. 

I trust that other Killington 
members, inspired by Herb’s great 
devotion to the maintenance of the 
Trail and shelters, will be motivated 
to pick up where Herb has left off. 

I now wish, through the medium of 
Smoke and B lazes , to express my 
personal appreciation of Herb’s great 
contribution to the Killington Section 
to the Main Club and other Sections, 
and to all who use our Trail System 
and to express my hope that other 
readers of Smoke and Blazes will 
also let Herb know that they, too, 
appreciate all that he has done. 

We'll greatly miss you, Herb. We 
are all richer because you walked 
with us. 

Ben Rolston 


REPORT OF TRAILS COMMITTEE FOR 1972 
(TO DATE) --Starting on April 10th 
with the efforts of Jim Frink, the 
Trails Committee began its season of 
trail clearing. On snowshoes, Jim 
worked his way (in 7 hours) from 
Rte. 103 to Sunnyside Camp clearing 
brush and removing blowdowns. The 
next day, Jim and I again tackled 
the job of clearing, otc., in a 
sortie from Rte. II4.O to Sunnyside 
Camp. We also showshood. A lapse 
occured until May 20th when several 
members of the Section turned out on 
occasion of GMC Day and worked at 
clearing; removing blowdowns; blaz- 
ing and making drainage ditches, 
and reinforcing steep, dangerous 
areas such as the Deor Leap Trail. 

; «- .. • * • 


Subsequently, other parts of the trail 
were cleared on various dates and with 
the assist of various members of the 
Section. 

It is doubtful if that part of the 
trail between the Upper Cold River 
Road and Clarendon Shelter was 
completely covered, but hikers met 
on our part of the trail always 
exclaimed about how well the trail 
was kept up. 

Through the courtesy of the State 
Highway Dept., three barrels were set 
out on the Trail just off Routes 1|, 

102 and lip* and by periodic check, 

I found that they wore being system- 
atically picked up and emptied. The 
two trash cans put out on the Upper 
Cold River Road and the Lottery Road 
by the Section have been checked out 
and emptied several times by yours 
truly, and fresh trash liners inserted. 

The overly wet summer was partially 
responsible for not getting out more 
frequently to clear trail. The 
situation with regard to the bridge 
at Clarendon Gorge is still pending. 
Temporary repairs have been made on 
the bridge, and blueprints of its 
structure received from the builder, 
Emile Boselli , a former member of 
the Killington Section. Some members 
of the C.V.P.S. Corp's engineering 
department are the individuals who 
made the temporary repairs, and will 
shortly be starting on the permanent 
job of replacing new cables, etc. 
Within the next few weeks, those 
section members who can will be 
asked to lend a hand in helping with 
the permanent repairs. 

Many thanks to the section members 
and others who have turned out on the 
various work parties to assist me 
in the work I had to perform. 

Respectfully, 

W. F. Weston, Trails 
Chairman, Killington 
Section, GMC 

NEW MEMBERS TO SEPTEMBER 1 $: 

Breckenridge , Frances, 23 Douglas 
Court, Toronto, 287, Ontario 
Carey, Robert, 78 Church St., Rut- 
land, Vt. 0S701 

Casseto -Brown, Peter A., 13 St. 

Johns Rd., Cambridge, Ma. 02138 
Davis, Margaret, Appalachia, N.Y. 
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Fenn, Mr.& Mrs. Lincoln M. (Sara P.) 

23 Division St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Fenn, Amy, Larry, Poter, Stephen- Same 
LeBlanc, Mary Ellen, Rte. lLj.0 Gulf Rd. 

East Wallingford, Vt. 05742 
Maurer, Rick Box 328, Wilder, Vt. 05088 
Rodriquez, Dr. Zane, Box 53 » Pawlet, Vt. 
Rodriquez, Zane Same 05781 

Sherman, Jacob R., 67 Pine St., Rutland 

vt. 05701 

Smith, Ada M., RD#1, Wallingford, Vt. 

05773 

Staeck, Jim and Betty, Killington, Vt. 

05751 

Tucker, Laurel, RFD#1, Box I-C, Ludlow 

Vt., 05149 

TRIP REPORTS 

Blue Ridge Mt. - July 22. Robert Carey, 
Joan ^'omasi , Paschal DeBlasio, Kathy 
iayos and her three very nice children, 
Sherry, Chris and Andy, and Matthew 
Eastman joined me at the fire station 
at 9:00 a.m. on a beautiful day. Wo 
irove to Craigue Perkins' Tall Timbers 
Camp on the old Turnpike Road in 
tendon, and from there wo followed the 
alue blazed trail to the summit. The 
view was clear and beautiful, and we 
ate our lunches sitting on the summit 
rocks. After a short rest, we des- 
cended, and all agreed that we had had 
a very pleasant day. 

Jim Prink 

^irst Annual Harold Valiquette Memorial 
like to~th o Summ it of East Mountain* '- 
}n Sunday, *“Augus1T~6, at 1 p.m., Harold's 
50 od friends started to assemble at the 
fire station. Thelma Valiquette, of 
course, was the leader of this hike, 
['here wore 26 of us, and I, for one, was 
lelighted that so many turned out to 
aonor a man who for many years was one 
cf the most skilled, best liked, most 
:ongenial and hard working members that 
this club ever had. 

We drove to Loveday's Camp on the 
Wheelerville Road west of McLaughlin 
^alls and took the trail to a point 
*;here bushwhacking commenced] The 
sntiro company pushed and broke its 
■j ay through some very dense brush and 
crumble , but we avoided the steepest 
climb by so doing, and everyone 
reached the summit in good time. Again 
iq had a lovely day and the view of 
Jutland and the surrounding country Is 
cne of the finest to be found in this 


area. After a lunch and rest at the 
summit, Joe Valiquette, Harold's 
stalwart son, led us down the steep 
and short way home. This was a fine 
memorial and we nlan to have one 
every year. Jim Prink 

Hike to Mt . Moosalamoo - On August 
2?), 197?, iTve people gathered at 
the fire station for the hike to 
Mt . Moosalamoo. We left at approx- 
imately 9:30 a.m. to head for the 
mountain. When wo reached the Silver 
Lake Road, we were joined by two 
more people. 

The weather that day was good; 
the sun was shining and the tempera- 
ture was in the seventies. But, 
unfortunately, the mosquitos and 
bees were wit us. With our contain- 
ers of 0FP and OLD TIME WOODSMAN, 
we strove to keep them away. 

The first sight we saw was the 
waterfalls near the power line. They 
were just beautiful! Several of us 
took pictures. 

Next, we began the steep climb to 
the summit. With Jim Prink as our 
leader, wo hustled right along. We 
reached the ton in less than an 
hour. The view was just breathtaking! 
One could see Silver Lake, a good 
portion of Lake Dunmore, and all of 
the neighboring mountains. There 
was clicking of cameras for a time, 
then wo settled down to oat our 
lunch. We then descended the 
mountain and headed for home. All 
of us decided that the magnificent 
views were well worth the trip 

(Unsigned) 

Bald Mt , , 60th Anniversary Party - 
Perfection is the word to best 
describe Killington Section's 60th 
Anniversary "arty on Sunday, 10 
September 1972. Weatherwiso, it was 
a crystal clear early fall day, cool 
but sunny, when Jim Prink rounded us 
up at the firestation to guide us to 
Tamarack Notch Camp. 

The climb up Bald Mt. proved steep 
enough to challenge the young, yet 
gentle enough so that of the 28 
starters only one (me) turned back 
partway. Back at Tamarack, a super 
supper, nrepared and served by the 
Martin family to over 50 members and 
guests, was followed by an evening 
of nostalgic slides and movies to 


-Im- 


pound out a celebration to long 
remember. 

Bald Mt. climbers, led by Janet 
Martin, hiked through a mixed forest 
of huge trees that were, Jan explained, 
planted many years ago after earlier 
growth had been cut over. Underfoot, 
the forest floor was thickly carpeted 
with ferns of many varieties; sensitive, 
bracken, Christmas, woodsias, polypodies 
grape, maidenhair, and others less 
easily identified. At the summit were 
panoramic views toward Pico and 
Killington, and near the summit was an 
interesting bog where Jan, Nancy and 
Carol pointed out the cotton grass and 
other unusual plants, both native and 
transolants, growing there. 

Meanwhile, back at the Notch, Jack 
was completing the chicken fricassee 
(for which Jan had cooked and boned 30 
lbs. of chicken ahead of timet), 
baking the crisply light biscuits served 
under the chicken, and preparing the 
equally delectable apple crisp served 
warm for dessert. A green salad, hot 
rolls and fluffy mashed potatoes almost 
completed a delicious supper. Almost, 
for a surprise addition was a huge 
birthday cake contributed by "Wes" 
Weston, its frosting decorated with a 
pine tree and Long Trail emblem and 
the dates 1912-1972. President Ray 
Secor cut the cake with assorted 
juniors cheering him on, and they and 
their seniors soon consumed it. 

While members from Springfield 
cleared away the dishes. Jack supplied 
background music with the accordian 
that had enlivened so many Killington 
gatherings over the years. And for all, 
but especially for those of us who get 
to Killington outings too seldonmnow- 
adays, there was the additional fun of 
catching up on nows of old friends and 
meeting new ones. 

Many familiar faces and trail scenes 
were identified happily in the slides 
shown by Jack and by Betty Weeks, and 
the movies of early intersectional 
weekends shown by Jim Green. 

May this bo the start of a second 60 
years as productive of happy trails as 
the first 60 have been* 

Pran Green 

Som erset Reservoir - The September 16 
'hike turned into a canoe weekend when 
three Springfield couples, the Weeks, 


Days and Roberts, were the only 
members to appear at Somerset Reser- 
voir. It "just happened” that they 
had three canoes with them, so, after 
Jim Prink dropped by to report that 
it was raining in Rutland and no one 
had shown up, the "hikers” packed in 
their gear and shoved off* 

Now, how many hike chairmen have 
been known to drive 150-plus miles 
to get word to a group of hikers? 
That’s well beyond the call of duty. 
Jim came, established that the 
scheduled event was A-OK, then drove 
back to Rutland to take care of 
some things back home . He took time 
to look around, though, and agreed 
that the Somerset Reservoir area was 
a beautiful spot and he’d be back 
one day. 

A strong headwind marred an other- 
wise ideal fall day, and a 3 to ij. 
mile paddle into the wind on an open 
lake can be hard work. But the water 
and sky wore a brilliant blue, the 
trees along the shores were begin.- • 
ning to turn color, and the setting 
was one of the few remaining wilder- 
ness areas left in Vermont. 

By late afternoon, a primitive 
camping area hove into view. The 
boats were beached, tents set up, 
and preparations were made for 
supper and an overnight stand. In 
early evening a third-quarter moon 
brightened, formed a golden path on 
the water, and stars began to blaze. 
As the night came on and the temp- 
erature dropped, the campers 
toasted their toes and marshmallows 
over a driftwood fire . 

Now, don’t you wish you’d been 
there? Prances Roberts 

Bromley Mountain Hike - My husband 
George, son John, and I set out for 
the Peru General Store on a pleasant 
Sunday in July (the 9th, to be 
exact), hoping to find some of our 
old Killington Section friends ready 
to climb Bromley Mountain with us. 

We were surprised at first to see 
only half a dozen or more strangers, 
and wondered if we had the right 
group. Shortly we were joined by 
Vic Randolph of Wallingford, and his 
three children, Karen, Allen, and 
Warren. Then we felt more at home, 
because we have known the Randolphs 


isVer since we first met on the Long 
' rail shortly after each of us had our 
:'irst child. Which is all by way of 
Maying that wg should get out on 
Killington Section hikes more often 
and get to know more peoolei 

Those who joined us for the day were 
1 aschal DeBlasio, Madeline Schnabel, 
.'acob Sherman, Jay Rosinger, Robert 
(laroy, Jean Tomasi, and Matt Eastman. 

Ve were almost joined by another hiker 
•-an oversize, four-legged beast. This 
was a large St. Bernard dog who 
: nsisted on climbing in every car that 
parked in front of the store. 

After olacing one of the cars on 
I oute 11 and driving the rost of them 
1o Mad Tom Notch shelter, we finally 
began the actual hiking around 11 a.m. 

3 he hike itself was relatively unovent- 
1 ul and unspectacular, for the reason 
1 hat it was a somewhat overcast day, 
end we never did have the breath-taking 
\iews we expected, even from the 
I romley summit. The main thing some of 
is learned was that you should never 
uear sneakers for hiking when there’s 
ust been a three-week stretch of rainy 
weather (you remember June, don’t you?). 

Following a welcome lunch break at the 
4jmmit, we descended at varying rates 
f speed, with this writer always 
tlringing up the rear. After reshuffling 
the cars, we all took leave of each 
ether around 3 n.m., and the Reynolds 
topped off the day by stopping at Hap- 
£ 0 od Pond for a chilly swim. Wo 
wished once again that we could join 
the hikes more often, and will try to 
dream up some more down this way so 
we can do just that. 

Ann Reynolds 
LOOKING BACKWARD 

The following exerots from a 1929 
pjaperback entitled V e rmont Lak es pad 
^ ountains , published by Capita- City 
Press, Montpelier, may be of interest: 

The Green Mountain Club , >ide 
book with eighty-six pap s °f 
text and maps covers Dong 
trail in detail, and ^ ^ GS mu ? h 
further informatics s cabins, 
equipment, etc. “ ,0 . 3b_ 

tainod from ,,g 8 ° n 
nub Rntlar- Vtm i0r $3® ln 
copl8tB vho dc not 


care to tramp the Long Trail 
may secure information. . .which 
will enable them to nark at 
the foot of any of these 
higher peaks, leisurely ascend 
the mountain for a picnic, en- 
joy the wonderful views 
afforded, and return for the 
night to a hotel or farmhouse 
in the valley. Some of the 
railroads have provided 
special excursions o enable 
tourists to enjoy hikes over 
portions of The Long Trail. 
...Bus lines enable one to 
approach the^ base of several 
mountains and thus enable tho 
tourist to reach She Long 
Trail. A combination of • 
steamboat, railroad and bus 
trips will give a variety of 
mountain views in Vermont 
long to be remembered.... 

The summit of Killington, 
like that of Mansfield, is 
a mass of bare rocks- It 
may bo roachod by a climb un 
a natural rocky stairway. 

The view fr the summit, 
one of the most comprehensive 
in the entire Green Mountain 
system, is magnificent, and 
so extravagant srv .o in tho 
use cf adjectives in every 
day conversation that no de- 
scriptive words aro left that 
ore satisfactory or adequate 
for a scene like this. It is 
a r.oble and inspiring scene 
than greets the ey^ in any 
direction. . . . 

The Groan Mountain Club 
House, at Sherburne Pass,... 
is a gift from liar timer 
Proctor and his mother, Mrs. 
Florence D. proctor. This 
Ledge, unique and artistic in 
its dusign, expresses rustic 
architecture at it £ best, is 
a charming place of entertain- 
ment and is patronized by many 
tourists. Thorc are nino bod 
or bunk rooms, each accommoda- 
ting from two to four persons, 
...there are bath-., to?.o phone 
connect jons and all conven- 
iences ... .The Long Trail passes 
directly through this Lod~o. 
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CALENDAR 
(Details Follow) 

$at., Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m.: 
Section Annual Meeting 


Killington 


several spots to fill, so bring along 
to the meeting some ideas for 
interesting places to go. 

GO V. CLEMENT SHELTER - l/28 


Sun., Jan. 28: 
Gov. Clement 


Ski or snowshoe to 
Shelter area 


ri., Feb. 2, 700 p.m.: Directors' 

meeting, home of Jim Frink 


On Sunday following the annual 
meeting, members and friends are 
invited to meet at the Koltonski fire 
station at 9 a.m. for a snowshoe or 
ski expedition^ Gov. Clement area. 
The more^r^arfious may continue on 
past thy shelter lalong woodroads. 

The Ldesers, DichJ and Frances Roberts, 
Daggett Mt . , HBusJi^hack- haW not e^p-lored^Roads beyond the 
y ' ' shelter soSscmnot/give the distance, 

[ s' \ /out it would appear to be a challeng- 

:>at., Mar. 3, 8:30 a.m.: Ski touring trek. 

Little Rock Pon4 from Mt . Tabor ^\ Bring a lunch atfid dress warmly for 

\ V this trip will ta\e a good part of 


>at., Feb. 10: 


Sat., Feb. 

Ing. 


2k: 


MypteryJU'ke 

\ 


!iat., Mar. 17: 
Sunnyside 


Moonlight hiky^to 




/ 


!fat., Mar. 31: GulfxShelter orxA.T. 

$at., Apr. 7: 1 Sugar/on-Snow Par 
Doc Howajm 1 s sugar house (?) 


-* 



AJ^JUj 


* * /t 

AL MEETING. - 1/2^^ 

The TClllington Section annual meet/ 

1 ng wili-be^ held on Saturday, January 
7, at 7:3oNe-vnn Th^vplace will be/ 
the same as lasr ■ y n ar - e Universali3t 
X nitarian Church vestpy\- Thi^isa 
located on West St. /across from Movie 
land Theater. / ^ ' 

At this meeting three 3-y® ar term .. 
directors will be ^t€cted. Retiring/' 
directors are Wilbuh Weston, Elizabeth 
Weeks and Kathy Hayt< j 

On another page tou witL find the/ 
Killington Section IBy-LaUs. It /is - ' ' 
suggested that the irticles p«rrtaining 
to Directors be particul^jjJ^r noted. 

Refreshments for tjhe-^innual meeting 
are in the charge of Vera Perkins. A 
program is in the works. 

Although a tentative hike schedule 
has been prepared by the Chairman and 
tpe Board of Directors, there are 


the day. Hot coffee, tea, cocoa and 
so^pwitl be rJ^ovided by the Club. 

^ MASTERY HIKE - 2/10 

/ W-h-e-r-e w-e N a-r-e p Vn-i - n-g, 
/1/0-b-o-d-y k — n — o--w — s III/ Only 
/Churchill Secret. Meet at the u'B'wal 
'• 9 a.m,_&l_th4 tasual fire Ration and 

J ^Church-ill- w/11 {hopefullyf-'lead ue to 
\xsome wintr ^rendezvous , possibly with 
tbe abominable snowman. \ 

Biding lunches and snowfeb/es. The 
da’be' is Satuy^day^/P ebr/ ar^ 10. 



V 

DAGGETT MT . - 2/24 

survive the Mystery Hike 
may Noe /in condition by the 24th to 
bushwhack up Daggett Mt. If Churchill 
itt survives, will lead this trip 
to, 

' According to a topographical map of 
tfc^e area, hdrtqprs will leave Rte. 4 in 
Shef'hurne Pals (af£er meeting at 
Koltone-ktf. fire station at 9 a.m.) and 

ip. They will then 
|rth-westerly direc- 
height of land over 
Dagget Mt. to Elbow Road, a distance 
of about two miles. Total hike will 
be five miles. 

Bring lunches, snowshoes, and wear 
warm clothing. 



hike 

bushwhack” 
tion along the 


SKI TOURING - 3/3 


- 2 - 


Dave Govatski and Ray Secor will 
lead this trip from Mt . Tabor to Little 
Rock Pond. Please note the different 
meeting time and place in the informa- 
tion they have furnished: 

Walk from Silver Bridge in Mt . Tabor 
on Forest Road #10 two and a half miles 
to Black Branh. Cross-country ski to 
Little Rock Pond and down Homer Stone 
Brook trail to So. Wallingford. About 
eight miles. Intermediate skiers. 

Meet at Mt. Tabor Forest Service 
Supply Depot entrance at 8:30 a.m. 

Bring extra clothing and a lunch. 

(Date: Saturday, March 3» 

MOONLIGHT HIKE - 3/17 


All Irish and non-Irish are invited 
to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a 
hike into Sunnyside Shelter. Meet at 
oltonski fire station at 1; p.m. and 
bring a bag 3uoper. Hot drinks and 
soup will be provided. 

The moon will be almost full, and 
he view from the overlook about a 
ile or so beyond the shelter should 
e soft and moonlighty. 

Those who cannot bear to leave after 
he hike may stay overnight in the 
helter or may bring their mountain 
ents. Be sure to bring breakfasts, 
own sleeoing bags, and wear your 
coolies . 

The trip will be led by Lloyd and 
Jetty Weeks, noted for bivouacing in 
snowbanks . 

GULF SHELTER - 3/3I 


all are all waiting with bated breath 
and crossed fingers for his '’yes." 
We’ll see you on March 31, Mauri. 

SUGAR -IN -SNOW PARTY - 1+/7 

Doc and Kay Howard will entertain at 
this party but details have not yet 
been worked out. Watch the papers if 
the next issue of Smoke and Blazes 
doesn’t reach you in" time . Circle 
your calendar. 




DUES HIKE 

At the January 1972 annual meeting 
the subject of increased duos was 
discussed at length. It was voted to 
keep the 1972 dues the same but to 
ask for contributions to take care of 
increased expenses. However, begin- 
ning January, 1973, Section dues to 
the Main Club have been increased from 
50/ to $1.50 per adult member and 
75/ per junior member. Because of 
this higher assessment and greater 
Section expenses, it is therefore 
necessary to a3k Killington Section 
members to pay dues this year accord- 
ing to the following schedule: 

Adult: $11.50 

Spouse: $3.50 

Senior Citizen over 65: $2.50 

Single Junior: $1.75 

Family Junior: $.75 

Dues should be mailed or given to 
W. Churchill Scott, Treasurer, 132 
Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

it it it 


This trio will take hikers to a 
i helter on the Appalachian Trail. 

After meeting at the fire station at 
"ja.m., the group will drive to Wood- 
! tock, turn north, and take Rte. 12 
; or three or four miles. The AT junc- 
tion is not clearly marked, so it is 
t ecessary to look closely for the 
signs. Gulf Shelter will be found 
sbout two miles west of the highway on 
t he Trail. 

Although Mauri Winturri has not 
confirmed his leadership at this 
wjriting, the Hikes Chairman, the Board 
of Directors, members and friends of 
tie Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club, and prospective hikers 



A NEW HANDBOOK, Winter Hiking and 
Camping, by John Danielsen, has been 
recently Dublished by the Adirondak 
Mt. Club. The nuroose of this book is 
to help winter hikers, campers, snow- 
shoers, and cross-country skiers to 
enjoy the out-of-doors to it3 fullest 
with utmost safety. 

It is guidebook size and contains a 
wealth of valuable information. It was 
planned and written to fill the need 
for a basic manual on wilderness excur- 
sions during winter conditions. 

This book may be purchased at Dakins 
Mountain Shop in Ferrisburg, Vt., or 
ordered from the Adirondak Mt. Club, 
Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Betty Weeks 


- v 


Killington Section 
Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

* BY-LAWS # 

ll. The purpose of the Killington 
Section of the G.M.C. shall be to 
maintain that oart of the Long Trail, 
along with side trails and shelters, 
assigned to it by the G.M.C. ; to 
arrange for group hikes and other 
social and appropriate activities; to 
encourage proper trail and shelter use 
throughout its section of the Long 
Trail. 

2. All voting members shall be at 
least l8 years old. 

3. Persons under l8 years of age may 
be admitted as Junior Members, but 
they may neither vote nor hold office. 

4. The activities of the Section 
shall be managed by a Board of Direc- 
tors, consisting of nine members over 
21 years of age. The Directors shall 
be nominated from the floor and 
elected at the Annual Meeting. 

5. The term of office of the Direc- 
tors shall be three years, with three 
Directors elected each year. A Dir- 
ector who has served two terms may not 
be re-elected until after a lanse of 
one year; 

6. The absence of a Director from two 
consecutive meetings of the Board, 
without a valid reason, shall termin- 
ate his membership on the Board and 
create a vacancy. Vacancies on the 
Board, created thus or through resig- 
nation, may be filled by a majority 
vote of the remaining Directors, 
subject to approval of the Section at 
the next Annual Meeting. 

7 . Officers shall be elected by the 
Directors from among their number at 
the first meeting of the Board follow- 
ing the Annual Meeting. They shall 
consist of president. Vice-president, 
Secretary, Treasurer, with the last 
two combined if found desirable. The 
term of office shall be for one year. 

8. The Directors shall elect from 
their number two Trustees to the G.M.C 
Tn the event that Director candidates 


for the office of Trustee are found 
lacking the Directors may seek candid- 
ates from the general Section member- 
ship, 

9. The By-laws may be amended by a 
3/4 vote of the Board of Directors, 
subject to approval by a majority vote 
of the Section members at the Annual 
Meeting, following a notice of at 
least two weeks. 

10. The Board shall meet at least 
twice a year, upon the call of the 
President or at the request of three 
or more Directors. A quorum for all 
business of the Board, other than 
amendment of the By-laws, shall be a 
majority of the total number of Dir- 
ectors . 

11. The Annual Meeting shall be held 
in January to nominate and to elect 
Directors, hear reports of the Officers 
and Trustees, plan for the coming year 
and to transact any other appropriate 
business . 

12. Annual dues, to cover the G.M.C 
assessment, trail and shelter work, 
social and other appropriate activities, 
publication of a news letter, shall be 
set by the Board of Directors, subject 
to approval by a majority vote at the 
Annual Meeting. 


A DIRECTORS 1 MEETING was held at the 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Howard on Friday, 
Jan. 

It was voted to hold the Killington 
Section annual meeting on a Saturday so 
that more out of town members can 
attend. 

Mr. Weston spoke of the site for the 
1973 G.M.C. Intersectional, and said 
that if the Killington Section sponsors 
it at Tamarack Notch he will need a lot 
of help. 

Betty Weeks announced that her six 
years as a Trustee expires this May and 
a replacement should be considered. 

The tenure of various directors was 
questioned, and the Secretary directed 
to obtain this information. 

It was voted that the duties of the 
Board of Directors be read at annual 
meeting, and the By-Laws printed in 
jSmoke and B lazes . A hike schedule was 
di's'cussed and planned. 


-4 

3IKE REPORTS FOR THE RAINY LAST 
JCARTER OP THE YEAR: 

3erck Forest - Sept. 10. Four members 
of the Kill'ington Section met at the 
fire station on South Main St., Rutland 
to begin the fourth pilgrimage to the 
Merck Forest domain. Two of us were 
prepared for the event while the other 
two members were there out of curiosity 
and to possibly cheer on the two hardy 
souls who were to battle the elements 
and take the hike. 

It was raining, and although the 
papers, TV and other news media predic- 
ted clearing by afternoon, the two were 
not so well treated. It rained all the 
.-ray to Merck, and after we arrived. 

Don Lourie met us at the red barn 
and wondered where all the others were. 
Prom the barn we two, namely Bob Carey 
and yours truly, donned our packs and 
made the trek to the camping area with 
the big fireplace where several of us 
stayed last year. 

All the while the rain poured down 
and soaked us quite thoroughly. Once, 
for a space of about four minutes, the 
3un shone and for a few minutes wo 
wore elated. Then the rain closed in 
again and for three hours we huddled 
in the shelter hoping it would cease. 

We had a lunch of soup and a sand- 
wich. It should be mentioned here 
that Rascal and Sport also shared our 
misery. 

About 3*30 p.m. we headed back for 
the barn, stopping on the way to 
inspect a new shelter on the Mt . Antone 
Road. It wasn't as inviting as our 
L.T. shelters, and wo gave it up as a 
bad job and drove back to Rutland. 

Driving west on Kendall Ave; wo were 
greeted by the rays of a beautiful 
sunset. Thus ended the day. 

Wes Weston 

Fire Hill , Oct. 15 - Hike leader, Ruth 
LaBrake . Jim Frink, Wes Weston, 

Rascal and Sport, Bob Carey, Ruth, and 
three strangers- -young giggly girls — 
mado it to one of the small summits on 
the ridge, but missed the big one, A 
short but enjoyable hike. 

Scragg Mt . , Oct. 28 - Hike leader, 
Churchill Scott. Ed Trzesniowski ,Bob 
Carey, and Churchill, because of the 
poor visibility and threat of rain, 

+*/■% A/T4* fn ohwnn f 


the new return route via jeep road 
and Old Town Road. No water along 
the trail, so be prepared next time. 

Bi rd Mounta in,. Doc. ..2 - Hike leader, 
Churchill Scott. Jim Frink, Mauri 
Winturri, Bob Carey, Churchill Scott, 
and fine prospective member John 
Hughes, drove to a farmhouse east of 
Bird Mt., hiked up the east side to 
near the summit, built a fire, had 
lunch, and returned. Snowshoes all 
the way, and fine, clear weather. 

Two hikes were cancelled .- Stratton Mt . 
on Nov. 11 as ft is not wise to be in 
the woods on the first day of hunting 
season, and the Mystery Hike on Dec. 

10 because of bad weather. So 
endeth the 1972 season. 

Jim Frink 


The following poem reminds the Editors 
of climbing Mt . Mansfield during Aug- 
ust dog-days, carrying a fifty-pound 
pack: 

Red exhaustion rips at your throat 
And salt sweat spills off your fore- 
head and mats your eyelids and brows. 
And drips on the burning ground 

And your legs start to turn to rubber 
and collapse like a balloon. 

"Pretty soon I've got to rest. 

How much farther? What's the good 
of this g — d work anyway?" 

The long distance runner Is paid by 
the snap of a white thread across 
his chest. 

You are paid by the picture at your 
feet . 

Taken from On the Loose, by Jerry and 
Renny RusseTT, p. TJ9”. A Sierra Club 
Ballantine Book, Co. 1967. 


Deadline for next issue of Smoke and 
Blazes is March 15, 1973 • SoncP 
material to Frances H. Roberts, 2 Hill 
Place, Springfield, Vt . 05156 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB - Apr. -June, 1973 


A 


COMING OUTINGS 

Sun., Anr, 1 9 a.m . Mauri Winturri, 

Leader. This trio' will take hikers to 
a shelter on the Apnalachian Trail. 
After meeting at the Koltonski Fire 
Station, the group will drive to Wood- 
stock, turn north, and take Rte. 12 for 
about four miles. The AT junction is 
not clearly marked, so it is necessary 
to look closely for the signs. Park 
cars on Rte. 12 and walk 2 mi, up to 
Gulf Shelt er . More ambitious may hike 
further to~west on AT. Bring litter 
bags and nick up trash. 


to summit: 2‘/l s mi., 2 1^ hrs . , /r$9£h 
ft. This mOuntaim, a monadnock’ 31f?0* 
in elevatiofif-u’is^s steeply from the 
valley flotfr offering widq. vievj^Sf 
the surroun4ijTg countryside . 

1/2. 9 a.m. -Work party; j 


V 


Sat 


Sat . , A, 

partyY^ Doc 
the /irtk statko 
ard sugar hpu 


3 r . mTf Sugar-on- snow 
oward, Ereader. Meet at 
am dVive to Doc How- 
Rte\k, Mendon. 

, !abin^ o^ left, just 
easil^pf La 'Cortana y ^Motel\ r If it should 

n his home. I 


Ma^ 

Wes We story^ Leader. 'Meet at the f-i-^e 
station fdr a w?mk party which willy 
continue oV&r^jight alhd througtMrh efp 
next day. Area to be cleared wily 
depend on frails and snow condition. 
If everyone turns ayt , we can get the 
whole trail in/>ur Seqtion £one (in 
one wecrirend. P^rts of the trS^l will 
be assigned v Come- .pr-e'oared with 
worly glovers, clippers, etc. /If you 
can/t spare 'the whole weekend, come 
ona, day. ~ ‘ ' 


But oome l 


Look for Kay ( ^ (Zabinf °ft left, 
easi: <?f La uortlna^fotelu 
rain, froo will incite to 
Hoover, THINK SNOW*' 




Annual GMC 
ultnoy Bap- 
See Long 


oosalamoo . 
t the fire 
station. Goal: Sumarilf of Mt . Moosa- 

lartp^-^oNff- theVLake uaipt of 

Lake Dunmore. A, fine network of trails 
had, been develpoddr by Kaewavcjin Boys’ 


iam)x~ High oSints: £u'l views 

of (Lajjji<0tyr5motW area, water-sculptured 
ledges, and a sn&scyacular wajerfall 
neai^ the trail. 


Sun.i Arp.^^9, 9 s a.m.^Hrr-^scutney, 


At? pr 

W"eat h'^r^Tf 1 e Id " 

Meet.-dTt the H?ire station. The 


reczi 


d tr’ayl . Judy 
Leadet . Meet^Ct J^he -fire 1 
Weathebqsffdld Tfail tdkos oAf from 
Rte. Ill bet wore n Amsd^en and ^scutney. 
Watch fbr sigri .on approximately 3 
mi. easi of Am3den. The trih^eader 
will meet hikers at this 
The groun. will follow -dir-t bear- 

ing L. at and cxmt i nui\pg on 
about a half ymi'Tef'to an anole parking 
area at ona ro^c^ Sceni Qrjztgh \ 
point is CrWs^iJdfCasca(des/, a 70* ilrop, 
,7 mi . on tfra^l, .£• shkrt, st.ee p c^imb 
along the eogo>ofthe ravine le5*ds| to 
a small benc^, \tbe iy>^>f 


for a snectaculc 


)W. 


// 



/ ' ^ 

Sat . -^Sun. . May 26 & 

Ip^ting’. Site is East 
tjst , 0hur ch on Rte.- S 
T/pai-l^Nows for detai 
V 

.^.Jtfne 2 , 9 a.npk /Spring Cleaning 
■k Party ^ Wes W a/tpn , Loader. Again 
most at the firo /Station. Any work 
not rft>Qe/f)y t he •f'd.rst work oarty will 
bo done nc ;^A's this is Annual Clean- 
up Day, bring litter bao-s. If you 
can’t make the first work oarty, be 
sure to come to this one. 

Sat. June 9, 9 a.m. Meet Lloyd and 
Betty Weeks at the firo station for a 
climb up Snake Mt. in Addison. Snake 
Mt.. is located about 1 l/2 mi. from 
ate. 22A in th6 ;own of Addison, Vt . 
Hikers will follow an old carriage 
road by easy grades up the southwest 
side of the mountain about 2 mi. to 
the si o of an old hotel. From the 
bare ledges at the summit thore is a 
spectacular view of the flat Champlain 
Valley with Lake Chamnlain and the 
Adirondacks in the distance. 

A small pond may be visited on the 
mountain top. Interesting plant life 
may be seen here including a profusion 
of Trailing Arbutus. Also near the 
summit Is a cranberry bog. Here will 
be found an acre of open bog mat com- 


rised of sphagnum moss. The bog is 33 * 
©op, and is believed to be 9$00 years 
Id. It began forming shortly after the 
retreat of the last glacier. In this 
area pitcher plants are exceptionally 
i ibundant . 

This mountain is near the flyway of 
;he Canadian Geese. These birds may be 
observed at the Dead Creek Waterfowl 
Area immediately below the mountain. 

>at., June 23 { 9 a.m. Stony Brook Shel- 
ter, Appalachian Trail. Bettina 
toulier, Leader. Meet at the fire 
3tation and follow Rte. 1; to Sherburne 
village in Ottauquechee Valley. Turn 
j. in Sherburne on a dirt road. Drive 
L.5 mi . N. to AT crossing. Distance 
from road to Stony Brook Shelter is 
|.5> mi. This rugged trail leads through 

dense forest along a height of land 
etween N. and S. flowing streams. The 
section typifies the rugged, wild 
orrain of Vermont forests. 

SHORT HIKES 


At tbo Section annual meeting, it 
"as requested that a list of short 
Ihikes that can be taken by family 
groups in the Rutland area be published 
in Smoke & Blaz es . Jim Prink, Hike 
Chairman, has compiled the following 
[list: 

East Mt . (Scheduled Aug. 5) 

Johnson Shelter (Scheduled Jan. 1974) 
Bald Mt. 

Clarondon Lodge 

Blue Ridge (Scheduled Oct. llj.. Not long 
but steep.) 

White Rocks 
Fire Hill 
Sunnyside 

Pittsford Ice Caves 
Pine Hill 

Tinker Brook Shelter 
Grandpa’s Knob 
Wheelorville Road 
Deer Leap 
Round Hill 

Some of these may be found in the 
Long Trail Guidebook, but all are in 
the Rutland area. 

DEADLINE FOR NEWS FOR NEXT ISSUE 
OF SMOKE & BLAZES is June l£ . Send 
to Frances H. Roberts, 2 Hill Place, 
Springfield, Vt. o£l56 


The Killington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club mourns the 
passing of Kay Howard, wife of 
"Doc" Howard, a member of our 
Board of Directors. We en- 
joyed Kay’s pleasant company 
on many GMC outings, and on 
the several occasions when she 
graciously opened her homo for 
Section meetings. Mrs. How- 
ard died on February 22. 


NEW MEMBERS - The following names 
should be added to the membership 
list found on the last page of this 
issue of Smoke & Blazes : 

Abbott, Kim - Keith - Kevin, (ALL JR) 

23 Pine St., Springfield 0£l£6 

HIKE REPORTS 

G ov . Clement , Jan. 28. The 1973 Hike 
Schedule began with a trip to Gov. 
Clement shelter on Jan. 28. We didn't 
have to tunnel our way down into the 
shelter, as predicted in Smoke & 

Blaz es . It just wasn't that ’kind of 
a winter. 

When Hike Leaders, Dick and Frances 
Roberts, arrived at Upper Rd. they 
came upon a traffic jam (on Upper 
Rd., yet’.) so many GMCers had turned 
out. Twenty-four hikers, representing 
three states, signed Jim Frink’s 
register. 

Although the sky was over-cast, the 
air was delightful. The trail was on 
the icy side at first, but with in- 
creased elevation the snow became 
thick and squeaky under foot. Those 
who brought their X-C skiis were glad 
they had. 

After building a fire, carrying 
water up the steep bank from the brook 
boiling coffee and soup, the group 
settled down to the business of eat- 
ing lunches and catching up on news. 

Most went home soon after lunch, but 
7 or 8 hiked on further up the trail 
for an hour or so. It was one of 
those days one felt reluctant to end. 

F. Roberts 

Mystery Hike , Feb. 10. The hike 
Tiegan Just: as the one a year ago did. 
Blue sky, bright sunshine, no wind, 
with the temperature around zero. 

Only this year the destination was a 
mystery to more people. 


After a ride over Sherburne Pass to 
100A, wo turned south, and after 
i3s1 ng a couple of bigger than life 
iso ice statues, or maybe snow women, 
re parked opposite and a little north 
■jf the entrance to the Calvin Coolidge 
cate Park area. Snowshoes were not 
ecessary as we walked up an old town 
.ad with some folks making a side trip 
an old granite .quarry whore Jim gave 
*ery interesting description of the 

'e passod by Whetstone Brook Shelter 
continued on for another mile, 
g ur all the way. A couolo of ski- 
.j'oiles passed, and then all was quiet 
again. Soon we turned north off the 
ooad, and camo to Crooked Shelter where 
a beautiful, quick, hot fire was built, 
'his is the socond of three shelters 
built and maintained by the Vt . Forest 
and Parks Dept, which form a very 
rteresting area for ovornight trips, 
-xploring hikes, and a side trip down 
;o the Farm and Wilderness Camps. 

The bright sun made the day perfect, 
md again wo all said, "What can we do 
-o got more folks out with us to enjoy 
It all?" Churchill Scott 


Socor, and Betty and Lloyd Weeks ^ 
started up the nearly snowless road 
with skiis and snowshoes for Little 
Rocky Pond. As wo reached the higher 
altitudes we began to find more one 
and could actually ski a little by 
nicking our way through boulders. 

We arrivod at Lulu Tye Shelter .i 
just about to eat lunch when Jim Fi .ut 
Churchill Scott and Bob Carey arrived, 
They had come up the Homo Stono Broo'. 
trail on snowshoes. 

We visited, finished lunch, thon 
each party went its separate nay. Sk 
ing back out or. the trai n wr.s ^vrch 
easier, and good time wa3 made 
to the cars. 

The choices of wa. used on our 3d- a 
were not exactly the best. We could 
slin back nearly as easily as for us. a ! 
The consensus was that more knowledge 
is needed io '.cbo-osing waxes and apply- 
ing them. 

Let*s hope for more ski trips next 
year as this was a thoroughly enjoyable 
excursion. The nine miles slid by 
easily and quickly. 

Lloyd Weeks 


M oonlight Hike to Sunnysla ;, dan, 17 , 
Driving un Rte. If ) 3 toCutTi ngs v 1 lie 
with rain pouring down and all stro 
overflowing, we knew that no one would 
show up for the hike to Sunnyside. 

We had planned a moonlight hike and 
overnight to Sunnyside on March 17 t 
celebrate St. Patrick ! s Day. W ha 
looked forward to spending s Dalmy 


'agget_t Mt . , Feb. 21].. The day of the 
ShircT fat least) attempt to climb 
Daggett Mt . broko clear, cool and calm. 

This time we decided to approach from 
the eastern route, and after arriving 
at Willard Gap we spent some time 
discussing the best route - to go from 
that spot, or to have lunch at Johnson 
Shelter and slab up from there. Finallymoonlight night in our mountain tent 
Willard Gan won, and we took of§ switch- ,$xith several othor GMCers who wore 
ing back and forth, climbing all the olanning to attend with tents, 
way. As we went along the ridge dropped When we arrived at the dirt read 
sharply to the south, and a number of that takes us the last fow miles, wo 
good views were obtained of Pico, 

Killington and othor nearby peaks. 

At last we all took turns standing on 
the peak of Daggett Mt . Then a good, 
hot fire provided water for drinks to 
wash down our lunch. The way back was 
much easier, and it was said a lot more 
enjoyable than making a round trip of 
it down the west side, which looked very beaver pond to the camp. The neat, 
steep. It was a big surprise to see no clean cabin with plenty of dry fire- 
fresh animal tracks in spite of the very wood waiting, was a welcome sight. 


found barricades across the road and 
sign;, "MUD, four-wheel-drive vehicles 
only." Luckily, wo were driving the 
Scout . And MUD was right J Slipping 
from rut to rut we finally made it to 
the top of the hill. Donning rain 
pants and other rain gear, wo sloshed 
through mud and water up past the 


good weather. Mauri, Ray, Jim, Bob, 
Aim and Churchill were the hikers. 

Churchill Scott 

'ki To ur ing to Ro c ky Pon d, Mar. 3. In 
. ite ~oT threatening skies and weather 
forecasts for rain, Betty Staeck, Ray 


The first robin we had seen this 3 pi: 
was singing in one of the old apple 
trees nearby. 

We had started the fire and , t te- 
acup kettle on when Jim Frink, Bob 
Carey, Wilbur Weston and Rascal 
(Continued p. I 4 ., col. 2) 


i SECTORS ' MEETING REPORT - W.C. Scott 

The Board of Directors’ meeting was 
leld on Saturday, March 15, at the home 
Df Mr. Weston. Present were Janet 
Martin, Teen Palen, Jim Prink, Doc 
toward, Wes Weston, Ray Secor, Chur- 
chill Scott. Peter Palen was a guest. 

Ray has finally received a report on 
the caretakers at Pico Shelter for the *. 
L 972 season, and hopefully this year 
bhere will be a better method of com- 
nunication so we will know more from 
the Main Club. More discussion was 
nade about the "Adopt A Shelter" pro- 
gram which Mr. Palen oversees for the 
Iain Club. Miss Mnusolff , who is mov- 
ing closer to Vermont, is willing to 
lave Gov. Clement. Doc suggested that 
Spring Lake Ranch be contacted about 
•rat chi ng over Sunnyside, and Farm and 
lilderness over Tamarack. Lyle Van 
Guilder was mentioned as a sponsor for 
Ilarendon. 

Wes made the motion to submit Fred- 
erica Welch’s name as a replacement for 
Sob Rothenmeyer who has moved to Mass- 
achusetts and can no longer servo as 
Director . 

Wilman Day's name was mentioned to 
contact to see if he would consont to 
act as a Trustoe to replace Betty Weeks 
Ihose term will expire this May. 

Janet Martin, at the request of Mrs. 
Joan Davis, Director of Camp Betsy Cox 
in Pittsford, spoke about the Pittsford 
Ice Caves and their popularity with 
nany of tho local camps. Their group 
lopes to create interest and sponsor a 
cumber of money-raising affairs this 
lummer to take advantage of an offer to 
buy an area of land that will provide a 
right of way and an access to the caves. 

Wes spoke again of help needed to run 
the GMC Intersectional at Tamarack Notch 
this August. Hike leaders, night enter- 
tainment, registration, help for TNAFA 
supper, nurses, sanitary engineers, and 
a PA System, to name a few. 

?iDOPT -A -SHELTER PROGRAM - Peter Palen 

There has been in existence for ov«* 
two years an Adopt-A-Shelter Pro5 J,,iin 
tfhich was designed to try and ^ore 
people involved in shelter r *° anc * 
naintenance . Out of " ^ xli natoly 66 
shelters, 21 ar<*. Vfl £ ontly adopted and 
ha3 ° falthfU] 


p, L|. 

Hero in the Killington Section two 
shelters have been adopted. Doctor 
Howard and Wilbur Weston are the co- 
adopters of Tucker- Johnson. Miss Ann^ 
Mausollf of Northampton, Mass., 
adopted Gov. Clement in 1971. She 
had indicated that she wishes to 
continue in 1973 as she is moving 
into the area this summer. 

/'Basically an "adopter" agrees to 
make periodic inspection trips, doing 
routine housekeeping chores such as 
sweeping out the floor; if needod, 
replacing the log book; keeping the 
foundation porky-proof; packing out 
any rubbish; and reporting on a 
regular inspection form any other 
repairs that may be necessary, such 
as windows, doors, stoves, etc. A 
copy of the inspection report form is 
forwarded to the Section Shelter 
Chairman. This is most important 
since regular maintenance time is 
often wasted finding out what need3 
to bo done. The Section still has ttn 
primary responsibility for the shelto.- 

Would you like to adopt a sholter in 
your section? If you are interested 
and would like more information, 
please contact: Peter C. Palen, Box 

163, Hurley, N. Y., 12lji|.3, Adopt-A- 
Shelter, Program Chairman. 




(Hike Report, continued) 

arrived. So we had a merry supper 
party after all I 

On tho way back down, not by moon- 
light but by flashlight, wo stopped 
to look at two large trees nearly 
gnawed through by the industrious 
beavers of the pond. 

Betty Wooks 

HIKING COMPANION WANTED for a 1973 
hake of the entire Appalachian 
Trail by an experienced 18 year old 
girl. Contact: Krisanne Rico, 

RFD #2, Stowe, Vt . 05672. Tole: 

802-253-1^56. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF S 

BLAZES is Juno 15. Send news uo 
Frances H. Roberts, 2 Hill Place, 
Snringfield, Vt , Oflfy by the 
above date. 


TREASURES »S REPORT 
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Cash on Hand l/l/72 
INCOME: 


EXPENSES: 


Cash on Hand l/l/73 


Total 


Dues 

216. 5D 

Gifts 

135.00 

Interest 

102.76 

Guide Book Sales 

10.00 

Sale of Herb Ogden's Poster 

Total 

.25 

To Main Club 

82.50 

Trails and Shelters 

54.81 

Outings 

30.96 

Smoke and Blazes 

43.08 

Postage 

31.59 

Annual Meeting 

27.20 

Secretary's Expenses 

9.35 

Miscellaneous Expenses 

i-4S 


$2036.51 


464 .51 

2501.02 


260.94 

$2220.08 


ANNUAL MEETING REPORT _ w.C. Scott 

The annual meeting of the Killington 
Section of the Green Mountain Club was 
held at the Universalist-Unitarian 
Church meeting rooms on January 21. 
There were 46 members and guests ores- 
ent making this meeting the largest in 
the memory of anyone . 

John Spencer of Cuttingsville gave a 
very thorough and interesting talk 
about the pronosed high-tension lines 
from the Atomic Plant in Vernon. The 
projected route is over Clarendon gorge 
in the vicinity of Rte. 103 and the 
suspension bridge. 

The Secretary and Treasurer's reports 
were read and accepted. 

Betty Weeks reported on the trustees' 
meetings. There has been a large jump 
in membership, so the number of trus- 
tees from Member s-at -Large is to be 
increased to four. The Caretaker pro- 
gram will be expanded with one at Pico. 

The Main Club has signed a %-yva.v 
lease to stay in Rutland. Miss Hinchey 
will have an assistant to help, and to 
learn the office routine. 

Contributing members will pay $10.00 
for a new category. 

No Long Trail Patrol in 1972, but the 
budget increase of 1973 will provide 
the much needed work. 

The GMC annual meeting will be held 
at East Poultney this May. 

The local Section, in charge of Mr. 
Weston, will host the Intersectional 
during the last week of August. 


Betty Weeks' term as Trustee ends ii 
May. Wes reported on Trails. Jim 
Frink's first work party on snowshoes 
Sent letter of thanks for trash barrel 
provided by Vt. Dept, of Highways. 

Mill Riv^r Bridge temporarily repairs 
Blueprints received from Emil Bouselli 
Men hope to repair bridge as soon as 
possible . 

Ray reported on shelters. In good 
condition. Has received many reports 
from hikers on pleasant stops at our 
shelters which they compliment very 
highly. Gov. Clement will need work. 
Bunks at Clarendon need some repair. 

Frances Roberts sooke on Smoke and 
Blazers, and how the caper is out 't*o- 
gethe r . Would appreciate write-ups or 
hikes as soon as possible. Other in- 
teresting articles are wanted. 

Kathy Hayes regretfully submitted ht 
resignation as Long Trail Reporter. 

F. Roberts will be new reporter. 

Teen Palen and Terry Gulick were 
elected as new directors; ''Wes" was 
re-elected. 

Jim Frink conducted an outing sched- 
ule session, and many hi^es and 
leaders were added to the 1973 list. 

"Wes" spoke of the 1973 GMC Inter- 
sectional. J. Martin spoke of 
Tamarack Notch-Ait ken Forest Assoc, 
and made the motion to donate a $ 5.00 
membership which was passed. 

Mrs. George Kirk suggested short 
walks for younger members. 

Again the ladies provided a very 
enjoyable social hour and our thanks 
to them all once again. 


List of Killington Section members as of March ID, 1973 ^ 
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Adams, Martha M. , 48 Roberts Ave., Rutland 05701 

Betz, Lee Ann, Box 131, Wallingford 05773 

Boucher, Anne, lij.8 Dorset St., Springfield, Mass. 01108 

Blaskovich, Mrs. W. J. , 9 Amhurst Lane, Dearborn, Mich. 48120 

Breckenridge, Prances, 666 Spadina Ave., Apt. 806, Toronto, Ont. M5S-2H8 

Brown, Jeanette, 15 Dennis Place, Summit, N. J. 07901 

Bryant, Mrs. Harriot, Box 131, Dorset 05251 

Cahee, Hedrick & Christine, 179 Union St., Springfield 05158 

Carey, Robert (JR), 78 Church St., Rutland 05701 

Chrzanowski, Diane, 260 West St., Rutland 05701 

Conlon, George & Diana, RD #2, Rutland 05701 

Day, Wilman & Virginia, Brockway Mills Rd., Springfield 05158 

Postman, Ruth A., 25 Seabury St., Rutland 05701 

Prink, James & Helen, 60 Litchfield Ave., Rutland 05701 

Gilman, Elizabeth, 212 Adams St., Rutland 05701 

Howard, Dr. J. Harold, Stage Route, Rutland 05701 

Howard, Paul (JR) & Patrick (JR), 70 Allen St., Rutland 05701 

Hutchinson, Mark (JR), Randolph 05060 

Johnson, Dorothy, Box 261, East Wallingford 0574-2 

Mulhausen, John & Paul, 5221 Woodlawn Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn. 554-17 
Kirk, Mrs. George, 8 East Washington St., Rutland 05701 
LaBrake, Ruth, Loretta Home, Rutland 05701 
MacArthur, William, 4-7 Spring St., Williamstcwn, Mass. 02167 
Magoon, Paul & Jeffry (JR), RD#1, Box 475-A, Springfield 05156 

Martin, Jack & Janet, 7 Curtis Ave., Rutland 05701 

Martin, Betsy, Carol, David, Nancy, Tom (All JR), 7 Curtis Ave, Rutland 0570 
Newton, Doris, 26 Boutwell Rd., Andover, Mass. 01810 
Nickerson, Russell (JR), RPD, Orwell 05780 

Ogden, Herbert G. Jr., 24-09 Buckingham Rd., Birmingham, Mich. 4^008 
Palen, Peter & Teen, P0 Box I 63 , Hurley, N. Y. 12443 
Pearlstein, George, P0 Box 115, West Pawlet 05775 
Perkins, Craigue & Mary, Old Turnpike Rd., Rutland 05701 
Perkins, Vera, 24-2 South Main St., Rutland 05701 
Roberts, Richard & Prances, 2 Hill PI., Springfield 05158 

Rodriquez, Dr. Zane & Zane (JR), 93 Cedar Heights Rd., Stamford, Conn. 06905 

Rolston, Ben, 323 12th St., Schenectady, N. Y. 12306 

Rozowicz, Linda K., 582 West 193 St., New York, N. Y. 1004-0 m. 

Russell, Ellen B., 33 Thayer St., Providence, R. I. 02906 

Scott, W. Churchill & Kim (JR), I32 Maple St., Rutland 05701 

Secor, Raymond, Raiches Cross Rd., Danby 0.5739 

Stare, Louis, 9 Angus Ave., Bass River, Mass. 02664 

Walker, Eleanor, 87 Baxter St., Rutland 05701 

Weeks, Lloyd & Betty, 7 Harvard St., Springfield 05158 

Welch, Frederica, Stage Route, Rutland 05701 

Weston, Wilbur & Bailey, 48 Edgerton St., Rutland O5701 

Wilson, Carleton, 9 Harvard St., Rutland 65761 

Winturri, Mauri, 179 High St., Fitchburg, Mass. 01420 

Valiquette, Thelma, 93 Killington Ave., Rutland, 05701 

Valiquette, John (JR) & Thomas (JR), RPD #2 Town Line Rd., Rutland 05701 
NOTE: This issue of Smoke & Blazes is the last to be sent to the 1972 member 

■>:- # 

,r We seek the sun. We oursue the wind. We attain the mountaintop,^ and there, 
dusted with stars, we say to ourselves, 'Now I know why I was born. 

Robert Ardrey, quoted in T he Descent of Woman 

fey Elaine Morgan 
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COMING OUTINGS 

S un. , July 6, 9 a.m. TACONIC CREST 
TRAIL" George Pearlstein, Leader. The 
hike will cover about 8 l/2 miles of 
the Taconic Crest Trail between Peters- 
burg Pass and North Pownal, Although 
a rather long hike, most of the way is 
easy going. A side trip will be made 
to Snow Hole, where snow may be found 
for much of the year. There are good 
views into New York Statd, Massachu- 
setts, and southwestern Vermont. 

Bring a canteen full of water since 
water sources are scarce. Fires are 
prohibited on this part of the trail, 
so plan your lunches accordingly 1 

NOTE: On all three of George Pearl- 

stein’ s scheduled hikes, hikers should 
bring their own lunches, rain gear, 
canteens, and other day hiking essen- 
tials. There will be no fires built* 
These trips all offer good opportunitie 
for unusual photos, so bring your 
camera. 



the trail from there to the summit. 
This annual hike is in honor of one 
of the most active and helpful mem- 
bers this club has e*qr hac 

Sat., Autr, 18, 9 a^jra. 

LAKE GS'C RSE Afe A / J£ h 
The group will dr 
to Whitehall aofr-^ 
on ll|9 west to >de'.\N[ r . 
on 9N to Bo IfbrH-^L adding and con- 
tinue north see the signs 
on the ri^bt. ihd Hating the begin- 
ning of Mt . Trail. We 

trail until we get 
’ s overlook of Lake 
a very well kept 


MT, 

, Leader, 
on Rte. !+ 
and then 
We go north 


continue on ■ 
to the FXp 
Goorg^fSvTtK 




he view at the end is 



Sat., July lit.. 9 a.m. CHATAUGUAY 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL, Doc Howard, Lei 
Drive to Bridgewater Corners, then 
north to Bridgewater Center. CprftHnue' 
driving about £ more miles on phraprOThi. 
Park cars at the Chatauguay Road.jtfh’e^ej 
it shows dotted lines on 
Map. When the group gets X°— cross- 
ing of the Appalachian Trdil^ /i 
every one for himself- -either strnaight 
ahead on the ChatauguayN^oad'xT&f t to 
Stony Brook Shelter, or ^hight far as 
anyone wants to go or/ i^e^npalachian 
trail. 

sun., July 29 . 9 /./. big' Branch SHEL- 
TER’, lT, Kay Sepfsr. Trader. Drive to 
Danby; proceed Mt , Tabor road to 

where it crosafbq the I)bng Trail, and 
then hike soutbs^xthe g£g B ranc h shel- 
ter. ^ 

Sun., Aupf.'-.57 v, 3. SECOND ANNUAL 

HaHOLD MEMORIAL HIKE TO EAST 

MT., Joe Val’lqy^tte, Leader. We will 
drive out the Tamarack Notch road, and 
then the Wheelerville Road to Loveday’s 
camp west of McLaughlin Falls, and take 


. 25 to Mon, Sept. 3 . GMC 

ERS^CjPIONAL, Wes Weston, Chairman 

. further information, see sep- 

( aralfe article in this issue. 

Sept. 8, 9 a.m. SHREWSBURY 
MT T, George Pearlstein, Leader. The 
^ /tike will cover the 3 l/2 miles be- 
' /ween the old Northam Picnic Area 
/and the summit of Shrewsbury Peak, 
where there are good views to the 
south and east. The hike can bo 
extended, if there is interest, to 
Tamarack Shelter on the LT . Also, 
if there is interest enough, a loo’p 
trip can be arranged via other 
trails leaving the Killington Peak 
region. 

S at. , Sept. 15, 9 a.m. MT . EQUINOX 
George Pearlstein, Leader. This hike 
will use the Burr and Burton Trail 
to the summit of Mt . Equinox, a dis- 
tance of about 3 3/!+ miles. There 
are good views from the summit ridge 
to both oast and west. If there is 
sufficient interest, the return 
trip can be made via the old carriage 
road trail to Beartown Notch, and 
then down the abandoned road back to 
Throe Maple Drive. 

Sat,, Sept. 22. COVERED DISH SUPPER, 
Janet Martin, Chairperson. More in- 
formation is forthcoming as date near 


Sat., Sun., Sept. 29.30. MERCK FOREST 
OVERNIGHT , Wes Weston," Leader. One day 
or overnight hike in Merck Forest. 

Wes will be among the overnighters . 

The hikers will have a chance to troup 
through 2,600 acres of field and wood- 
land in the Taconic Mountain Range of 
the forest. The forest was donated in 
1950 by George Merck, a conservation- 
ist, in the interest of providing an 
area for recreation and conservation 
study. Area members and others inter- 
ested should moot Saturday at 9 a.m. 
at Koltonski Fire Station. Those 
going to Manchester Center will meet 
the Rutland group at the intersection 
of Rts. 7 and 30 in Manchester Center 
at 10 a.m., on Bonnett At. 

REMEMBER: MEET AT KOLTONSKI FIRE 

STATION AT 9 AYM. FOR ALL HIKES UNLESS 
OTHERWISE INDICATED !! U 

it it it 

INTERSECTIONAL NOTES: 

Doc Howard tells how to get to 
T ama r a c k' Not c h Ait ken Forest Camp in 
Mendon. "The site of the 1973 GMC 
Intersectional is Tamarack Notch camp- 
ing grounds. Many people know it as 
tho Girl Scout Camp. It is about 3 l/2 
miles east of Rutland, Vt , 

To get there, procood to the corner 
of Killington Avo. and Route 7 which is 
0 . 14 . miles south of tho junction of 
Routes 4 . and 7. You will recognize 
this corner by the beautiful white 
marble church. Go east on Killington 
Ave. 1.8 miles to its end, turn right 
and you will come to a Y in the road. 
Take the left and proceed approximately 
1 mile to the camp. From the east end 
of Killington Ave, on you will see GMC 
directional signs." 

Wes Weston suggests .v/e road Int^rscc- 
. tional ‘ plqhs ’that were announced in 
the May issue of Long Trail News. All 
details have not been planned as this 
goes to press, but fliers will be sent 
out soon. 

• At the Intersectional there will be 
need for the services of hike, leaders , 
entertainers, help at the registration 
table, help with the supper held at 
the last Saturday night, two or three 
nurses, a sanitation engineer, the use 
of a PA system, possibly a typewriter, 
cash box, etc. Volunteer help will be 
appreciated. Any member having the 


time either for a day or two, or ‘2 
for the week, please get in touch 
with any of tho following: W. F. 

Weston, 48 Edgerton St., Rutland, 

Vt. 05701; Gardiner Lane, Box B, 
Bolton Valley, Vt. 05477; Alan Mead, 
52 Skinner Road, Rockville, Conn. 
06066 . 


NEW DIRECTOR 

On March 10, 1973, the Killington 
SectionrDirectors, at a regular meet- 
ing, elected Mrs. Frederica Welch, 
Mendon, Vt . , a Director to succeed 
Robert Rothenmeyor who recently 
resigned. 

NEW MEMBERS as of June 20, 1973: 

Arnold, Mrs. Shirlee, P0 Box, Whiting 
05778 

Catozzi, Raymond, 103 Bellevue Ave. 
Rutland 05701 

Catozzi, Billy, Joey, Louis (JR) 

Same address 

Kleram, David & Joyce, Woodstock Stage 
Rutland 05701 

Klemm, Maithre (JR) Same address 
Maior, Miss Elsie, 280 Fort Washingtor 
Avo., jw York City N.Y. 10032 
Nolan, Miss lathy (JR), RD#2, Rutland 
Nyiri, Mrs. ..nna, Stratton Rd. " 
Perkins, Robert & Thelma, 1141 Cul- 
ligan Blvd., San Jose, Cal. 95120 
Perkins, Anne, David, Polly, Tim 
(All JR), Same address 
Staeck, Mrs. Betty, Killington, 05751 
Wood, Allen W., Bomoseen State Park, 
Fair Haven 05743 

HIKE REPORTS 

Gulf Shelter, Apr. 1. Sunday April 
fi rst wiio the - day f u r 1 the hike to Gulf 
Shelter. The skies in Rutland were 
threatening but we drove to Woodstock 
and north on Route 12. We drove part 
of the way up the road to tho shelter. 
Then we sloshed through the mud the 
rest of tho way with Mauri Winturri 
leading the way. When we r^ot to the 
shelter tho Palens wore there. They 
had spent tt 1 night there and had a 
fire going. Pat Howard had fallen 
into a pond on the way up so tho fire 
folt good to him. 

There was still some snow around 
tho shelter. After we had boon there 
a while it started to rain, making 
the fire fool good to all. After we 


had eaten our lunches, the rain slacked 
off so we left. There was a /rood turn- 
out that provided a chance to be with 
Section members. Let’s hope for flood 
weather in the future. 

Robert Carey 

Mt. Moosalamoo, A pr . V ~> . Churchill 
Scott came to the house at 8 : 14.0 Sunday 
morninp, April 15, and asked to see my 
list of the attendees at the Sugar-on- 
Snow party last week. He said he 
could not flo on the Moosalamoo Hike 
but he had talked with Terry Gulick, 
Hike Leader, and Terry planned to po up 
the trail from the Keywadin Camp at the 
north end of Lake Dunmore. I’m fllad 
he told me because I had written a 
letter to the Herald and the Times- 
Reporter saying that wo would go up 
from the southern end of the mountain. 
The Herald, in NOT printing the itiner- 
ary or the name of the Hike Leader, 
which I had given them, saved people 
here from getting a "bum steer." 

Having ciimbed Moosalamoo every year 
from 1936 to 1955 and alsways going up 
the southern trail, I now know why it * 
is called the "Aunt Jenny" Traill Ter- 
ry took us up the northorn approach, 
and while the southern trail is stoep 
it presents no climbing problems. The 
northern trail, on the other hand, is 
steeper than steep, and presents a few 
rugged rock climbing problems. Since 
these northorn face rocks were covered 
with snow, it made our climb particu- 
larly interesting and exciting, for me, 
at least. Terry and Ray Socor (there 
were only three of us), being young and 
strong, took the climb in their stride, 
but Uncle Jim had to crawl in a few 
places. Once I chose a route which was 
possible because I saw a root half way 
to my objective which I could hang on 
to and pull myself up. When I got up 
to the "root" and tested it before put- 
ting my weight on it, the root turned 
out to be a loose round stick and I 
was really stuck — couldn’t go up or 
back. Luckily, Ray was on top, having 
gone another routo , and was able to 
reach me a hand to help me up. We 
chose "routes" because the snow covered 
the trail. 

The trail we used comes out near 
Rattlesnake Point which presents the 
best and least obstructed view. Some 
young friends of Terry’s wore down on 
the Branbury Beach grounds using a 


"mine dotector" to find old coins. 3 
Terry flashed a mirror at them and- ; 
they saw it and flashed back to us. 

After a lunch at the look-off, we 
continued up the yellow-blazed trail 
and went down the south side. Steep, 
•jes, but no problems. As we passed 
the Cascades, which wore very beauti- 
ful because of the volume of water 
coming down, Ray took somo pictures 
which we may soo at somo future meet- 
ing. Ray oointed out the rod blazes 
he had repainted as part of his job, 
and the routo these blazes took him 
had him hanging by his teeth in many 
nlacos. At one point, ho had to 
shinny down a convoniont true trunk 
with tho paint nail (full) hanging 
from his teeth l’. 

So endeth a tall tale and perhaps 
it is just as well that some of our 
more delicate members didn’t attempt 
it. 

Jim Prink 

Mt , Ascutney. Apr , 29 . On an April 
Sunday wo left for a hike uo tho 
Woathorsfiold Trail on Mt. Ascutney. 

Wo mot on the Cascade Palls road at 
tho base of the mountain. It was a 
grey, chilly day but 13 people showed 
uo to marvel at tho waterfall and 
hoopfully got a view from the top of 
tho mountain. 

We had only one incident on our 
outinp:, and that occurred when one of 
the dogs cut his foot; however, the 
other Lj. dogs made it all right. 

The waterfall was beautiful U3 
usual, and many people wore surprised 
that there wero falls that largo in 
that area. Near the top we wore sur- 
prised that there was still some snow. 

We ate our lunch at the top although 
it was cold and windy. 

Tho trip was an enjoyable one and 
all had a good timo . We all thought 
that Herb Ogden and tho Ascutney Trails 
Association had done an excellent job 
on this trail. 

Judi Goczi 

Snako Mt , and Wildlife Refuge, June 9 . 
The hike up Snake Mt.~was almost a 
disaster l Twelve hikers left Rutland 
in three cars on a hot, humid morning. 
Leaving our cars near a farmhouse at 
the base of the mountain on the west 
side, we climbed at easy grades up an 
old road to the summit, hurrying to 
keep ahead of the mosquitoes and black 


flies l About balf way up it started 
to rain but subsided before we reached 
the top. We ate lunch on the edge of 
the cliff at the top near the ruins of 
an old hotel. The usually fantastic 
view was disappointing due to the humid- 
ity. Young botanists in the party 
enjoyed identifying the variety of wild 
flowers native only to rocky locations. 

After visiting the tarn on the edge 
of the cliff we descended to a side 
trail which led to Cranberry Pond, 

Mauri Winturri left us here to go on 
down the mountain. 

Wo had all looked forward to seeing 
Cranberry Bog which is one of our most 
interesting natural areas. After skirt- 
ing a large beaver pond which had 
inundated the trail, wo continued on to 
the pond near which we knew the bog was 
locatod. While Lloyd scouted for the 
bog, the rest of us waited near the 
pond admiring the quantities of pink 
moccasin flowers that grow everywhere. 
The search for the bog was abruptly 
terminated when we realized that three 
young people in the group, thinking 
that they wero on a trail wich led back 
to the cars, had wandered down an old 
wood road. Another girl, trying to 
find them, did not return. 

All young people were finally located 
at the base of the mountain. Three had 
come down on the east side, the other 
girl had wandered back over the top 
and finally reached the trail down. 

This experience only emphasizes the 
necessity for everyone in the hiking 
party to stay with the hike leaders, 
and nover go ahead 1 

A week later, Betty and Lloyd Weeks 
and their daughter Judi returned to the 
area to locate the bog. We found it, 
not more than fifty feet from Cranberry 
Pond. It is about an acre in size. 

This beautiful area is a mat of quaking 
Spagnum moss ringed by tall spruces. 
Pitcher plants in blossom grew so 
thickly everywhere that it was impossi- 
ble not to step on them. Sundew and 
other bog plants wero Interspersed with 
blossoming sheep laurel. 

Hopefully, we* 11 all make it next 
time 1 

Betty Weeks 


DEADLINE FOR NEWS FOR NEXT ISSUE OF 
SMOKE & BLAZES is Sept. 15. Send to 
Frances H. Roberts, 2 Hill Place, 
Springfield, Vt. 0£l56 


TRAIL SNACKS ^ 

M ountain Bars 

2' cups crushed vanilla wafers 
1 l/2 cups finely chopped nuts 
•2 cups powdered sugar 
l/2 pound finely chopped dates 
1 cup finely chopped dried apricots 

1 cup seedless yellow raisins 

2 tbls . light corn syrup 
6 to 8 tbls. honey 

l/2 tsp. vanilla or maple flavoring 
enough water to bind together 

Combine all ingredients in a large 
bowl. Add liquids and knead to mix. 
-Press and shape into small log rolls 
about 2 by 5 inches. Roll In powdered 
sugar and wrap in plastic. Store in 
refrigerator until ready for use . 

Mol asse s -Nut Bars 

XfT cup molasses, l/2 cup honey or l/4 
cup of each 
1 cup powdered milk 
l/2 cup crunchy peanut butter 
1/2 cun raisins 

Mix all ingredients together and turn 
onto wax paper sprinklod with powdered 
milk. Knead and add more powdered 
milk until mixture loses its sticki- 
ness and is the consistency of pie 
dough. Pat down until l/2 inch thick 
and cut into sticks. Wrap in plastic 
and store in refrigerator. 

HIKING TIP 

The last thing to put in your pack 
before starting on a hike is a plastic 
flask of drinking water. If it has 
been placed in the freezing compart- 
ment of the refrige rat orkbout 2Lj. hrs. 
it will be a solid chunk of ice. 

On the trail it gradually melts, 
providing a supply of ice water for 
several hours. 

Water expands when it freezes, so 
leave some air space in the flash 
when you put it in the freezer. 

Darwin Benedict 
Delmar, N. Y. 

Note: The above items were taken 

from issues of Wilderness Camping 
published by Fitzgerald Communications. 
Albany, N. Y. 
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COMING OUTINGS 


Sun., Oct. 14, 9 

Martin ancKVe^f 





TRAILS AND SHELTERS REPORT , KILLINGTON 
SECTION - Sop>.X5, 1973. 


ua Kidge fat'. 

Betsy Martin andSVetfa PerkiXs, Lead r \ Considerable work has been done in 
ers. Those (and there are many) who our s^c-fel'on this summer. Starting 
are familiar with Craigne Perkins* frjcrojXouto 140 north, maintenance, etc, 

"Tall Timbers" property olT Rte,-4 ,ha .& gone as follows: 

east of Rutland, knoiT'wherV' to locate trash barrel at 140 has been 

the bordering Blue Ridge Mt. However , /checked and th'p trail cloarod of blow- 
meet at the Koltop-sxi Fire station in 'down/, etc., ^0 Sunnyside. Teen and 
Rutland and go with the "crowd. 


Sat.. Oct. 
ginia Day. 


;tle 


Locate 

on Division IV LT ma 
to go to this scenic- area, 
may have shed their leaves 
but olenty of color will be'llnder 
foot. Meet at the fire station for- 
an autumn hike. • 


Leader: Vir- 
6ct& Porui 
thjbn plan\ 
he trees 
y then. 


Sat,, Nov, 10 (?), 9 a.m. , St\ratton 
Pond, East Arlington. Leader: Peter 


’alen dd£ a now outhouse hole 
lyside, <and moved the outhouse 
the stovo pipe was replacod; 
jairods and Lynn Eaton from 
$ring Lako was persuadod to adopt 
ic sholter, and has sinco chockod 
id cleaned it// regularly. 

"Wes" Westoi/ and Ray Catozzi re- 
»uted the trail around the washed 
out bridge ov'Cr Clarendon Gorge, and 
put up signs/ soon after it was 
disabled. 


Tho Army Corps of Engineers were 
Palen. Please watch the papers. This contacted knd agreod tentatively to 
date may be changed because of the rebuild th<v<!larcndon Gorge bridge 
opening of deer hunting season. This next summer, v ajsd the Flood Relief 
popular spot is located on Divisi.on people were c'/ntHctod, and $2,500 was 

111 LT map. Again, meet at 'Rutland *V' Ij; nod .pt> to( pa^ cost of materials, 

Koltonski Fire St£rt%Kjfu et'a._ v ./Tho bridge project was then 

was^mon turned ovonytho the main olub, 
Sat., Dec. 1, $ a.m. P ifro Eeak_._ Boj ^X Sti'nay, Star\s , Churchill and Kim 
Carey will ^lead^ ’Be preparedTor a ^-Scb^t !aAd myd^lf put pew roofing on 
snowy cliipb/yk \a mountain that misses 0l4^ondonyShortpr — onev really hot dayl 
being a 400(/ footer by only 33 feet. / |3db 0*Brion cftecke-d 1 " “ 

Join the hasdy 'climbers at the .fire / tpailL from\01aromon\ 
statio^i lry Imti^and . / Lj6weV dold River Rd*d 

t . / ' / Mrk. Forrest at thV L&wor Cold 

Sat. , ,DeqO 15/ 9 a.m. Christmas /Road /ad bean complaining for yo 

Party | / Leaders: Y<alrS l /Sunnyside/ about Viker$ going thresh hor y 

LT Shelter (Div. V mao) wjay'be thX A short\rolqcation was done here 


nd cloarod the 
oltor to the 



settifog fQj* an oarly Chr 
If snow Conditions alio 
shoos or' x-c skiis. Ti 1 
from thb holiday rush/ 
fire station. 

r 

Sat.,, Jan. 5. 1974. 9 a.m. 
will start V ~~~ 
loading a hiko to Johnson Sholter, 
(Div VI LT map). Moot first at the 
Koltonski Firo Station equipped for 
snow. 


q'ptisfactlon. Roi>-Caro 

Oft] 



ovoryone 

Pat and PdiilUHoward, John Braddock 
myself dld^jHis job. \ 

Rob Carey /yPamela KerstfiCr, Mauri 
Winturri and I ^pont days clearing ar 
brushing tho trail from tho ldwer to. 

. . Doc Howard tho upper Cold River Road. It really 

ho TTovTYear off right by neoded itl At Gov. Clement, \Sholten, 

Toon and Peter 1 Paloft dug a now hole 
and tho outhouse was movd\d onto . 

The lcirs of the nicnic taolo hod peon 
torn off and this was repaired . Mauri 

/ * X 




- 2 - 


o 


Winturri and I did this job. Prom 
hero to Tamarack, the trail was cloarod 
and sovoral wet places wore bridged 
with solit log bridging. The Farm and 
Wildornoss people were contacted and 
they assumed responsibility for the 
care of Tamarack Sheltcr--a job they 
had boon doing anyhow. 

Shorburno Corp., the State of Vermont 
and the Green Mountain Club havo all 
had a hand in watching out for Cooper 
Lodgo. Much "Tourist Trash" has boon 
carted out. A now backhouse was built 
at Coonor. Prom Cooper north tho trail 
was relocated to tho west to avoid tho 
ski trails. Two hundred thirty feet 
f split log bridging was put over 
ooggy areas botwoon Cooper and Pico. 

Close contact was kept with Tim 
Borrow, tho Carotakor at Pico Camp. 

Ho dug and built a new outhouse there, 
and did many minor ropairs as well as 
clearing trail to Sherburne Pass. 

North of Sherburne Pass, yours truly 
learod trail from Willard Gao to 
acker- Johnson. A work party of the 
llington Section dug a new outhouse 
ole here and moved tho outhouse on it. 
In addition, multiple visits were 
do to various sholtors whero regis- 
ters were replaced and general policing 
Of tho camps was done . Mauri Winturri 
was particularly active in this field. 
Many othcras aidod in various ways in 
cur section maintenance, and to them I 
am very grateful. Believe mo, all this 
ork took a groat deal more time and 
ffort to do than it does to toll 
ibout it! 

Respoctfully submitted, 
Harold Howard 
Trails & Sholtors Chrm. 
Killington Section, GMC 


MEMBERS - To Sopt. 14, 1973: 

odman, Edwin & Clare, Church Hill 
"oodstock, Vt. 05O91 (NOTE CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS ) 

Idridge, Mary, 273 West St., Rutland 
cllows, Ann, 6 Circular St., Soring- 
fiold, Vt. 05156 

erstnor, Pamola, RFD Cold River Rd. 

Cuttingsvillo , Vt . 05738 

ruesi, William (JR), RPD Wallingford, 

Vt., 05773 

aBlanc, Mary Ellen, RPD E. Wallingford, 
Vt . , 05742 


Milos, John, 122 Harrington Ave. 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Silman, Jeffrey L., 21-30 77th St., 
Jackson Hgts., N. Y. 11370 
Van Wyck, Florence, RPD Wallingford 
Whooldon, Jack G., 42 Main St., 
Greenwich, N. Y. , 12824 
Wyman, Mr. & Mrs. William, RFD#2, 
Brandon, Vt . 05733 

Wyman, Lorelei (JR) Same as above 


HIKE REPORTS 

Taconic Range , July 8. On the Taconic 
rfros't trail hiko there were only the 
leader, George Poarlstoin and two 
others and one car. The group hiked 
to Carmel Camp, lunched, and then 
went on to Wotmoro Gap whero sitos for 
a new shelter wore marked out just 
east of the LT. On return trip, 
climbed the fire tower on summit, but 
hot, humid weather cut visibility to 
zero. Chruchill Scott 

Chat auguay Road , July 14 . On tho day 
of the Chatauguay hike, which was 
called off due to tho Juno flood, 

Mauri Winturri, Peter Louras, Bob 
Carey and I drove to Rte. 103 trail 
crossing, looked over the swinging 
bridge romains over Mill River, drove 
to Sunnyside to chock on the shelter, 
back to Mill River to take some photos, 
then on to Gov. Clement whore the two 
upper bridges wore washed out, all the 
time with two additional hikers packed 
in Mauri* s "Bug." At Gov. Clement 
tho siz of us tried to move tho toilet 
building but could not. On tho way 
back to tho car wo made a side trip 
to tho side of Herb Haley's farm where 
tho Main Club annual meetings wore 
hold in tho dead of winter. 

Churchill Scott 

Big Branch Shelter , July 29. On Sun- 
clay, twelve people mot at the fire 
station at 9 a.m. and drove to the 
parking place on the Mount Tabor Road 
where tho now LT heads north from the 
road. Wo walked up to where the now 
LT comes into tho road from tho south 
and thon followed the trail to Big 
Branch Shelter beside the stream. 


Doc Howard and Mauri Winturri drove 
up to whore the old LT crosses tho 
road and walked down to the new trail 
near- the sheltor. 

After lunch, Churchill Scott and 
some of the others, walked up the old 
LT to Old Job Shelter. The new trail 
takes a more interesting path to Baker 
Peak and Griffith Lake. 

The return trin along the trail made 
;us wonder about the old road that used 
to run along Big Branch and which 
crossed it seven times before the flood 
of 1927 washod out all the bridges. 

Our peerless loader, Ray Secor, never 
snowed up. Those who wont besides 
I my self wero Churchill Scott, Bob Carey, 
Anne and Mat Ulonski, Kenny Pulling, 
Kathy and Konrad Kruesi, Mauri Winturri, 
Doc Howard, and Peter and Chris Louras. 

Jim Prink 

East Mt . , Aug. 5. On Sunday afternoon, 
a ,;roup~'gathored at tho fire station 
:or the Second Annual Harold Valiquetto 
Memorial Hike to East Mt . Thelma 
Valiquetto donated the red bunting and 
rthc cord for n new flag at the summit, 
Must as Harold used to do. Joe Vali- 
quotte led the hike and it was mostly 
bushwhacking up and down, although 
there wore some sections of trail 
available. A good time was had by all 
and those present wore, bosides myself, 
Thelma Valiquetto, Sophie Connors, 

Elsie Maier, Bob Carey, Mildred Kramer, 
Robort Kramer, John C. and Mat Ulinski, 
Kenny Fulling, Joan Kramer, W. P. Weston 
(and Sport), Churchill and Kim Scott, 
Jack and Tom Martin, Joe, Tom, Mary Ann 
Valiquetto and John and Ronnie Rorison. 

Jim Frink 

I or. guo Mt . , Aug. 18. On the Tongue Mt. 
pika, Mr. Prink was unable to load 
po cause of a wedding engagement. As 
there wero no cars, he took the group 
to the upper Cold River Road for a 
hike to Rte. 103. Tho trail was in 
[very good shape due to a lot of work 
[ion., by section members uder tho 
leadership of Dr. Howard. Clarendon 
Shelter was clean and neat with a new 
poof put on in August. 

Churchill Scott 

Shrewsbury Mt . , Sept. 8. Eight GMC’ers 
Kclimbeci Shrewsbury Mt . on a predictably 


(but unpredicted) rainy S turday . 

Rain pelted us and wind belted us 
with increasing nastiness as we 
neared the top. We chickened out fmom 
the lunch-at-tho-top ritual, and ate 
sandwiches with numb hands in an 
almost sheltered spot halfway down 
tho mountain. Let’s schedule 
Shrewsbury for a sunny day next year. 
It’s a good climb and has promises 
of excellent viewpoints. Those of 
us who had never climbed it agreed 
we’d like to try it again in good 
woather . 

Prances Roberts 

Mt . Equinox , Sept. 1 5. On Saturday 
15T Carey, Lon Catozzi, Carol Chap- 
man (a teacher at VTC and probable 
new member) and I wero just about to 
leave the fire station at 9s If? when 
our -e-rless leader, George Poarl- 
stein, arrived. (He also arrived a 
fewninutos after we had left for 
Shrewsbury tho weok boforo, and 
that’s why we never saw him on that 
hiko.) W<! Grove to Burr & Burton 
Academy in l' vehest ;r whoro wo met a 
young mar. fr- • Oho£ o’". Bob Piper, 
who climbed half too mountain with 
us and then turned back. 

It was raining practically all the 
way u^, but the three and a half mile 
climb is so steoD, and we wore so 
hcatod, that most of the rain evap- 
orated as soon as it hit us. (We still 
got pretty wot.) 

At tho summit tho restaurant was 
open and ahex-o were hot chocolate and 
cold drink machines. After a short 
rest , Innchoon, and a playful 
episode with a handsomo young 
thoroughbred German Shepard, wo made 
short work of tho long descent. 

Jim Prink 

Cover ed Dish to -r , S o ■ -t . 22. Not 
much t 0 report on rot luck--snall 
crowd--damp, cold weather. Ninetoen 
wero there, I believe. Bats wore 
good as always. Tho Junos wore with 
us as Mr. Juno was up for tho trustees 
mooting. They had camped at Gifford 
Woods tho night boforo. Enjoyed 
the fireplace and blazing logs from 
last winter’s blowdowns. Perhaps a 
special mailing should go out for this 
if we do it another year as this sizo 
crowd hardly justifies tho rental of 
Tamarack Notch kitchen. 


Janet Martin 


Merck Forest t Sept 29, 30. On Saturday 
'O'h’urchi'll and Kim Scott, Bob Carey and 
Jim Frink mot at tho fire station. At 
the Grand Union, we had oncountorod 
Wos Weston who had previously statod 
ho would bo unable to go. However, 
he said that Janet Martin had called 
him saying she could go provided she 
could leave at 10 a.m. Wes said ho 
just might take Janet down at that 
time . 

The four* starters from Rutland drove 
down because I assured Bob Carey that 
the Springfiold group would surely be 
there and ho would have company for 
his overnight stay. Bob’s father 
drove away happy that Bob would have 
transportation homo on Sunday. 

Upon arrival wo found that parking . 
"-as allowedonly at tho odge of the 
Merck aroa--we had to walk up to tho 
barn. From there we hikod to the 
Lodge and waited there for awhile for 
tho Springfield group to show. But 
thoy didn’t. Then we bushwhacked 
down to the lower four shelters and 
built a fire in tho firoplacc of the 
big one. Wo boiled a not full of water 
and walked around to visit the other 
three shelters. Thoy wore all 
occupied by packs of tho Boy Scout 
"Phanton Patrol.'* 

After wo had finished lunch, tho 
following group arrivod from Rutland: 
Wos Woston; Jack, Janet, Tom, Betsy, 
Nancy and David Martin; Vera Perkins; 
Dorothy Kirk; and Sport and Rascal, 
Wes’s dogs. 

Bob Caroy found that Tom and Botsy 
Martin wore staying overnight so ho 
had tho company he wanted. After 
making the supplies available, to the 
late group, Churchill, Kim and I 
packed up and took the Schenk and Old 
Town Roads to Antono summit, and then 
back to tho car and homo. It was a 
beautiful day and a very enjoyable 
walk in tho woods. A fine view from 
tho too. 

Jim Frink 

Wos Woston adds to tho abovo: Bob 

Carey, Hiko Director Exceptional for 
the Intor sectional, stayod over night 
at Merck Forest along with Betsy and 
Tommy Martin who slont in their 
mountain tent. Bob started tho night 
in tho loft of the shelter with tho 
largo firoplaco, but ended up on the 
table; he was smoked out by tho smoke 


from tho fireplace. The thermometer 
which Bob carried registered 38 
degrees whon he awoke in tho morning. 
They report a much dearer day than 
Saturday and they had somo beautiful 
views . 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 1973 INTERSECTIONAL 

This year’s Intersectional was a 
tremendous success with a record- 
breaking turn-out. A complete write 
up by Chairman Wilbur Weston will 
apooar in the noxt issue of Long 
Trail News. 
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COMING OUTINGS 

Sat. Feb. 2 10 a.m. MYSTERY HIKE, 

Doc Howard, Leader'. Meet at the 
Koltonski Pine Station warmly dressed 
and equipped with lunch, snowshoes or 
skiis. Doc guarantees a warm place to 
eat lunch but it may be chilly en 
route. Hot coffee, tea and cocoa will 
be provided by the Club. ^ 

, \ w 

Sun., Feb, 17, 10 a.m. Gov. Clement 
Shelter, Dick and Frances Robert if, 
Leaders. Rutland area nebpl^meet at 
the fire station and join the leaders 
at the junction of the Long Trail and, 
U 

Thi 


DIRECTORS MEETING 

The Killington Section Board of 
Directors held a meeting at Trinity 
Church on Thurs., Jan. 17, 1974* 
Present were Jim Frink, Terry Gulick, 
Dr. Howard, Janet Martin, Churchill 
Scott, Ray Secor, Wilbur Weston, with 
^Frances Roberts and Betty Weeks 
.sitting- in as reoresentatives of 
1 /S mO'ke and^Blazes . 

- -Terry- ^lyBcuas ed briefly Pres. John 
Nuffort*^ inpfeciation of volunteer 
hel-> and tb.e /opncern of the Main Club 
to keen line-s^ of communication open. 


JThe nresident asked for information 
Toner Cold River Road (Division V Maob;. about historical background of sections 
Jhis area is good for x-c skiing"as 1 relations, to Main Club on various areas 
well as for snowshoeing, so .bring along of non-^6>rpunication. Terry also 
your choice. Also bring you^ lunch-, t / spoke of^&et Trustees’ meeting. The 
The Club will furnish hotrcSTfee, tea - '- ; CmC Annual^Meeti ng will be hold in 
and cocoa. /\ Bennington Ofa May 2f>-26. Jay Section 

— - — (-£U-naw oneJ hAs been accented and will 

ANNUAL MEETING^-] f-j £ L 0 I'f rt&intjA^Jpi tpH northern end of the Loner 

— — $ra-i 34- - -I C'dn a si been sugge 


uggested that a 
historical redord be made of each sec- 
tion. The Swozey tract has been 
(transferred to the USFS wittj tha reques 
■the shelters /fee named William Douglas 
and Mr. Swezey. Peggy Pons is to 
jresign as editor of Long Trail News. 

A date and niace for the Annual Meet- 


Killington Section Annual Meeting 
will be held on Friday, Feb. 1, at 
7 n.m. at the CVPS meeting room. This 
is located on the corner, of Manle and 
Grove Streets in Rutland^ and the Cldb 
has been asked to use the Manle St. 

entrance. \ y -- 

The agenda includes ejection o^three In^v^as picked and Janet Martin offered 
’•i-year term directors^reHviring di/4cf- \ to have char^a of refreshments. The 

tors being Ray Secor ,\Churqtai 11 Scott Board of /Directors set-up was discussed 

and Jim Frink. \ A n. at great' Ibngth and many pros and cons 

Hike Chairman Pro Tem,\Chi^AhlTi-^ were ^ffered^/ Terry suggested that 
icott, will welcome suggest^c/n^ for ^~anyofie H?^vfrig suggestions on the by- 
hikes. (Please see tear section on J ^ laws 'fe-rln^ them in writing to be pre- 


last page.) 

Changes in by-laws have been dis- 
cussed by the directors, and a com- 
mittee will be formed to work on 
possible revisions. One suggestion is 


seated'' to the Annual Meeting. 

"Wes" Weston asked about dues set-un 
and the increase of our section duos 
have helped to nay for the jump in 
Main Club dues, so it is suggested that 


to change Article 7 (Killington Section they stay the same for 1974. "Wes" 
By-laws will be found on another page also exnlained the resolution to vote 
in this issue) to allow election of in an executive secretary (a salaried 
officers from Section membershin at the oosition) which will be brought un at 


Annual Meeting. If any member wishes 
to make this or any other changes in 
the by-laws, olease bring them in 
(writing to the meeting on February 1. 

Refreshments are in charge of Janet 
(Martin. Please call her at 773-8621 
|and volunteer to bring some type of 
lessert . 


the next Trustees meeting. This also 
will be discussed at the Annual Meeting, 
Gardner Lane, Presidential Assistant/ 
has been invited to our Annual Meeting 
to exnlain the duties of the new 
executive secretary. We hope for a 
good turn-out for this meeting. 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas, 


Killington Section 
Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

BY-LAWS 

1. The purpose of the Killington 
Section of the G.M.C. shall be to 
maintain that part of the Long Trail, 
along with side trails and shelters, 
assigned to it by the G.M.C. ; to 
arrange for group hikes and other 
social and appropriate activities; to 
encourage nroner trail and shelter use 
throughout its section of the Long 
Trail. 

2. All voting members shall be at 
least 18 years old. 

3. Persons under 18 years of age may 
be admitted as Junior Members, but 
they may neither vote nor hold office. 

4. The activities of the Section 
shall be managed by a Board of Direc- 
tors, consisting of nine members over 
21 years of age. The Directors 3hall 
be nominated from the floor and 
elected at' the Annual Meeting. 

5. The term of office of the Direc- 
tors shall be throe years, with three 
Directors elected each year. A Dir- 
ector who has served two terms may not 
be re-elected until after a lapse of 
one year. 

6. The absence of a Director from two 
consecutive meetings of the Board, 
without a valid reason, shall termin- 
ate his membership on the Board and 
create a vacancy. Vacancies on the 
Board, created thus or through resig- 
nation, may be filled by a majority 
vote of the remaining Directors, 
subject to the approval of the Section 
at the next Annual Meeting. 

Ij. Officers shall be elected by the 
Directors from among their number at 
the first meeting of the Board follow- 
ing the Annual Meeting. They shall 
consist of President, Vice-President , 
Secretary, Treasurer, with the last 
Jtwo combined if found desirable. The 
[term of office shall be for one year. 

p. The Directors shall elect from 
[their number two Trustees to the G.M.C 
fcn the event that Director candidates 


for the office of Trustee are found 
lacking the Directors may seek candid- 
ates from the general Section member- 
shin. 

9. The By-laws may be amended by a 
3/4 vote of the Board of Directors, 
subject to approval by a majority vot6 
of the Section members at the Annual 
Meeting, following a notice of at 
least two weeks. 

10. The Board shall meet at least 
twice a year, unon the call of the 
President, or at the request of three 
or more Directors. A quorum for all 
business of the Board, other than 
amendment of the By-laws, shall be a 
majority of the total number of Dir- 
ectors . 

11. The Annual Meeting shall be held 
in January to nominate and to elect 
Directors, hear renorts of the Officers 
and Trustees, nlan for the coming year 
and to transact any other appropriate 
business . 

12. Annual dues, to cover the G.M.C 
assessment, trail and shelter work, 
social and other appropriate activities 
publication of a news letter, shall be 
set by the Board of Directors, subject 
to approval by a majority vote at the 
Annual Meeting. 
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HIKE REPORTS 


- 3 - 


the bridge 
shelter - r 


'ere removed when the 
•elocated some distance 


^lue 


Ridge 

Ridge 


Mt 


Oct , 


14. The hike up 
Blue Ridpe nrotided one real thrill 
for some of the hikers. Weatherwi3e 
the day was not just what we sould 
have ordered for this fall hike which 
can be so gorgeous. It was cloudy, 
cold and windy. Just how windy we 
didn’t fully realize until we reabhed 
the ton. Here we had in addition to 
the wind some slight nrecinitation 
closely resembling snow. 

However, there were 11 starters un 
the mountain. Doc Howard was on hand 
to start us off and hike for a short 
distance. Doc’s four legged friend 
hiked with us all day and we returned 
him to Doc on our way home. 

Arriving on ton, we found a some- 
what sheltered spot for lunch and 
surely apnreciated the hot coffee the 
’irst arrivals had ready. 

We didn’t linger nn ton. Pour of 


from the nond. Weather was cloudy and 
cool with some sun on the return trip. 

Allen W . Wood 


Stratton P ond 
other 


lady 

Palen 


Nov. 10- Jim Drink and 
hiker met leaders Peter 
in Arlington 10 A.M. on 
, grey, windy day. By the time 
drove up the mountain to our start- 
on the new LT relocation it 
11 A.M. We had a very muddj 
the Pond with frequent snow 
some effort we managed 
from wet wood as 
at the shelter. 


one 

and Teen 
a cold 
we 

ing ooint 
was nearly 
hike in to 
squalls. After 
to get a fire started 
there was no drv wood 


While 
Gecor 


we were enjoyinr hot soup, Ray 


and Anne Boucher arrived to swell 
our number to six. After lunch we 
started promptly back as it was ex- 
tremely windy and cold. The walk back 
was slinpery on ground turned white 
with snow. 

Teter Palen 


is started down immediately after 
Lunch, which we will always regret, and 

the others soon followed. Pico Peak , Dec. 1. The , hike to Pico 

The second contingent were the lucky tQa ^ snowed that one never kno . how 
ones . As they stopped to greet Chur- many will show un for a hike. December 
©hill who was on his way up, they first was a dull, cloudy day. Despite 

spotted three bears ambling through the^his, eight hikers, including myself 
•woods l Nancy Martin was able to snap a m0 t &t the fire station. It was good t< 
nic^ure which unfortunately didn't shows^ some new people, including Janet 


them too clearly due to distance and 
intervening trees. This incident was 
really the high point of the day. 

We met Wes Weston with Rascal and 
Sport before we reached the clearing, 
stormed to say "hello" to Mary and 
Craigue Perkinsjnrid were soon joined 
the rest of the grouo. So ended 
another good Killington Section 1 ^ _ 
hike--always interesting and always 
fun. 

Vera A. Perkins 


Gustafson. Paschal DeBlasio came 


9 

at 


also. On the way up, we stopped 
Doc’s and met Mauri Winturri. 

There was just a dusting of snow on 
the ground vhen we started the climb. 
Soon we gained enough elevation to be 
byin an area in which the trees were 

coated with rime ice. It looked like a 
* winter wonderland. 

At the junction, we snlit up. I led 
one group to the summit and Jim Frink 
took the others directly to the camn. 

We expected them to have the fire going 
and the water hot. When we arrived at 
the camp, after a pretty good view at 
the ton, there was no fire. The wood 
on the ground had gotten a thorough 


Little Rock Pond, Oct. 2J . Twenty-two 
neonle an4 four dogs attended the hike 
to Little Rock Pond with Elizabeth 
Weeks as substitute leader for absent 

Virginia Day. Seventeen of us followedsoaking before it froze^ 
the old East Wallingford-Wallingford ing dead wood was coated 
Pond Road to the Long Trail across and There was no dry wood in 
along the Homer Stone Brook to Little While we were looking 
Rock Pond. The remainder followed the three more hikers arrived 


and the stand- 
wit h ice. 

the shelter, 
for dry wood, 
They helped 


Long Trail south and met the rest of us ua look for wood. After about an hour 


at the newly located Lula Tye shelter 
for lunch. On the return trip we 
stonped at the new location of Little 
Rock Pond shelter. The original 
shelter on the island in the nond and 


(and several tries) we did manage to get 
a fire going, despite all the advorsi 
ties. After some time, with the water 
still cold, we decided to leave. Some 
1 • • . ... 


* ' hikers had brought thermoses of -4- 
pofi ^ e and these ware generously 
•shared. All in all it was an enjoyable 
n.ike, even though it wasn't on snow- 

5 ho OS . 

Robert Carey 


Cnristmas 
:n - party 
.ult to describe 


Party, Dec, 
this" year" 


is "A 
Fifteen 
all had a good time; it was 
■ ;ere were lots of goodies. 


15. The Christ- 
little diffi- 
attended; 
noisy; 
like cakes, 


i ht'j 


[U * s 
Li- 


c Oi-ries, candy, etc., that were gen- 
erously massed around, and the hot 
drinks furnished by the Club really hit 
t >) snot. There were at least three 
ron-GMC members as guests who seemed to 
b having a ball. Annie Boucher was 
there way from Springfield, Mass. 

grouo hiked to Spring Lake clear- 
over to the parking space, in the 
morning, and in the afternoon a group 
ju around the beaver dam. We tea 
dr nkors sat close to the stove. I 
. Hove this is an ideal set-up for a 
e --short for us old folks, with 
ta cf space and trails for further 
.toursions for the more ambitious. 

.pain let me emnhasize — don't let 
i a a-vr discourage you from a hike. 

h clothing we have today they can be 
i enjoyable and comfortable. 

One disaroointment was that more did 
o attend. We missed the Springfield, 

, crowd. In talking it over later 
’ oral of us came to the conclusion 
. : T.t Sunday afternoon would be a better 
for future Christmas oarties. 

Harold Howard 

j i . i:-;--. on Shelter , Jan. 5* 1974* This 
ffTife Toll on a beautiful sunny day with 
lrosh sparkling snow underfoot, but at 
: duoth to permit us to walk in without 
?nov. T shoes . 

Cn our way un to the starting point 
ve stepped in at Doc Howard's for a 
warming cun of coffee which was a won- 
crful eye-opener and also primed us 
or the very cold morning. 

Attendance was on a 3 to 1 ratio — 

5 adults and 5 dogs’. Wo think an 
ward for the member who travels the 
r.rthest and most often should go to 
iaur-i WInturri of Fitchburg, Mass. 

The last few hikes we've had very 
leluctarv fires but fortunately, this 
ime (at an open shelter in winter) 
he CMC pot boiled by lunch time and we 
ire enjoyed the warmth of a roaring 


fire. Everyone seemed to have had a 
good time and on our return trip 
several of the younger members took 
the long way back around Deer Lean. 

Poem for the day: 

Roses are red, 

Violets are blue. 

We all enjoyed 
Weston’s hot stew. 

Diana Conlon 


Killington Section members night bo 
interested in what the Connecti c-u i 
Section schedules for winter hikes? 
Jan, 18/19 . Peter Dabbs is working 
on a Winter Backpack in New Hampshire 
hopefully on the Lafayette Ridge... 
Feb. 8/iO. Weekend at Derrybrook, 
Vt.... 

Feb. 16/17 . Beginner’s Back ac 1 - , 
into and out of a campsite whore we 
will tent and climb. . .We will help 
you rent or borrow needed equipment. 

Three additional less ambitiour 
hikes were planned for January ana 
February. Winter camming sounds 
great to your editors. Any tak.ro? 
Let us know at the Annual Meeting. 


A. 



\ 


PORCUPINES 

My father-in-law, age 87 and a 
Vermont farmer all his life, looked 
somewhat askance at me when I suggest u 
that porcuoines did quite a lot of 
damage in the woods. He promptly toi 
me that the amount of damage they di 1 
didn't amount to a row of fiddlesticks 
On my nroperty here in Mendon there 
are three porcunjne dens which I have 
observed closely for over cloven 
years. This, together with my 65 
years, much of which has been spent in 
the woods of our beautiful state, 
brings me to the same conclusion — the 
damage they do is negligible. One 


observation I have made is that they "- >_ 
gnaw-mostly bent, short, scrubby trees 
that aren't going to make it anyhow. 
Rarely have I seen where they chewed 
on a good, tall, healthy tree. 

You will hear farmers say, "I wish 
they'd kill off every last deer." 

They nibble on the crons. Bears kill 
a sheen or a calf once in a while, 
hawks kill an occasional chicken. ?wls, 
bobcats, wolves, and foxes kill our 
small game. Of course, the law says 
we can shoot raccoons, rabbits, nar- 
tridge, skunk, squirrels and ober game 

so we do it do not the nowers that 

be sanction it? Sure, we're holier than 
thou--we're within the law! Try to 
think of a snocies of animal that 
somebody doesn't want to eradicate. 

Now, Mr. G.M.C. 'or, don't you think 
it's about time wo changed our tune 
regarding "Porkie?" Sure, he's a 
nrickly old thing and ho chews on our 
nrecious shelters, but which is more 
imnortant, a fellow mammal or our 
shelters? Often he is the only wild 
creature of any size that wo see while 
hiking. So, let's find some other way 
to nrotect our shelters and leave our 
sniked friend alone. 

Harold Howard 


TAKEN PROM AN AUDUBON NATURE BULLS 
TIN: 

HUMAN ENGRAVINGS 

Evidence of serious damage by the 
highest of all living forms is shown 
....This organa on has two legs, 
two arms, and a highly developed brai 
which should inform him that this 
National Park is the pronerty of ever 
one. Only by consideration and pro- 
tection .. .will we be able to preserv 
the beauties and wonders of the area 
for the future. Destruction by human 
is one of the worst problems in the 
"reservation of our National Pakrs. 
Moral: do not cut on the trees! 


There is a pleasure in the pathless 
woods , 

There is a rapture on the lonely shor^ 
There is society where none intrudes 
By the deen sea, and music in its roar 

I love not man the less, but nature 
more , 

Prom these our interviews in which I 
steal 

Prom all I may be, or have boen before 
To mingle with the universe, and feel 
What I can ne'er exnress, yet cannot 
all conceal. 

Lord Byron 


Tear off and bring to Annual Meeting or send to Churchill Scott, 132 Manle St.. 
Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Suggestions for 1974 hikes: 


Are you willing to lead a hike?__ 


If so, what date do you nrefer? 


lame 


Tele . 


ddress 


SMOKE BLAZES 


ol. 26, No. 2 - KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB - Anr.-June, 1974 


COMING OUTINGS 

Note: Koltonski Fire Station where 

hikers meet is adjacent to Main St. 
(Rte. 7) Park in Rutland. 

Sun. Mar. 31, 10 a.m., Clarendon 
Shelter, Lou Catozzi, Leader. We will 
meet " at the Fire Station and then 
drive to the LT crossing at Rte. 103. 
The hike In i3 .8 mi. Others may go 
farther . 

Sat . , Ap r, 6, 1 p .m. , Sugr.r-on-Snoy 
T 'Sordid toward,' .Loader . we will 

meet at the Fire Station before going 
to Doc’s. We will get snow, somehowl 
Plan to come and have a good time. 

Sat., Anr. 20, 1 a.m. . Haystack Mt . , 
Churchill Scott , Leade r~. Meet at ‘t h e 
Fire Station. We drive on Rte. 30 to 
a side road about 1.7 mi. north of 
Pawlet. Then drive another .7 mi. 

From there we hike about 2 mi . to the 
summit. There should be good views of 
Lake St. Catherine and the area. We 
will return the same way. 

Sun. , Apr . 28, 10 a.m., Mt. Aeolus, 
Mrs. George L. Kirk, Leader. After 
meeting at the Fire Station, we drive 
to the E. Dorset area and hike 4 mi. 
Hopefully there will be some early 
spring flowers. /- 


Sun., June 2. 9 a.m. White Rocks , 

Judy Geczi, Leader. Meet at the Fire 
Station. Drive to Wallingford Gulf. 
This is a good hike for those who do 
not like to go on long hikes. 

Sun., June 16, 9 a.m. Pittsford Ice 
Caves with Burlington Section. Meet 
at the Fire Station. Then drive to 
Pittsford to meet members of the Burl- 
ington Section. This is a short hike, 
about 1 mi. each way. The caves will 
be cool, with ice and snow. Let’s 
have a good crowd to meet the Burling- 
ton Section. 

Bob Carey, Hike Chairman 
O, •>'<■ Qve # Q 

CO MEj^COI®^ COMEj^COME^j^COMB 

to the special meeting of the Killing- 
ton Section, GMC, on Friday, March 29, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Universalist-Uni- 
tarian Church, 117 West St., Rutland, 
to discuss the question of an Executive 
Secretary and to vote on a donation 
to the Pittsford Ice Cave Fund. It 
is expected that Mrs. Jean Davis of 
Bet^y- Geitjc Camn will be on hand to 
discuss th^e latter. 


ATTEND 


WORK PARTIES: Sat., May May l8, 

f ’ ^June g 2 r all at J9^a.'m. For each of 
se meeis-^.t Fire Station. Harold 
c) Howajrd-'tfill be the Leader. He 
will decide what work is needed most 
a,t that time. Let’s have everyone out 
th keen our reputation for the best 
Tra^l maintenance. 



ATTEND 

it it it 

PORCUPINES 


ATTEND 


ATTEND 


/ 


, 11 . 9 a.m. . 
r tbe Fire St a- 
L^ad “ 


.ntilev er Rock, 
Kim Scott 
ivevto Mt. 

'* “*\te C« 


Stl 


Is the Leader. 'We 
fi^lri at the Underbill! L 
Area. '-T4i$n hike d^nti^ever.;RW^k 
[Trail to Calrt-ile^r Rock. Roundp'fcJp 
distance is 3 This should v be an 

interesting. hike. 


have made a brand new john 
d stood it on a nit 
d staring down into the yawn 
are very proud of it. 

Btotx'When you pass thai-«&y^a??ain 
The\ hoi . i s ge tut ZrtiGf b i gger 
A pdrcuni45e';''with no disdain, / 

Has Jattacked it with some vigor. / 
Noto/I’ll fix your wagon, you decide^ 
Ajtyi with a club youJLay in__wait. 
T^iere wars' ndthing To it, you coni 
-As Porky met his fate. 

Hang by the taijLf ypu foul ingr? 

For all to see and know 
That porcupines ■who-'^dese crate 
Are going to^&'ve to^go. 

Remedies: CreosoteT^K-oep your .dog 

tied. Good housekeeping. (Tdrn to 
p. 2 for source and background.) 
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Cash on Hand l/l/?3 


TREASURER'S REPORT 
W. C. Scott 


INCOME: 


Dues 

Interest 

Gifts 

Guide Book Sales 
Covered Dish Supner 
Herb Ogden Poster Sales 


Total 


EXPENSES 


Dues to Main Club 

Trails & Shelters 

Smoke & Blazes 

Fred A. Field Shelter Ins. 

Postage 

Outings 

Flowers for Kay Howard and 

Heart Fund Contribution (Mrs. Stare) 

Sugar on Snow Party 

Annual Meeting Bxnense for Church 

Covered Dish Supper 

Telephone Exnense 

Secretary's Expenses 

Tamarack Notch-Aitken Forest Assoc. 

Total 


363.75 

105.21 

30.00 

6.00 

5.00 

. 1^.0 


1 34.2g 

73.08 

52.00 

41.40 

32.70 

30.66 

28^10 

24.83 

20.00 

14.75 

9.59 

7.21 

5.00 


Tage 2 
$ 2220.08 


510.36 

2730.44 


Balance 12 / 31/73 


473-57 

$ 22 ^ 6.87 


a 


(Continued from p. 1) The ooem "For- 
cuoines" was sent in by Mason Ingram, 

| Editor of the Pionobr Vallc£ Sootion, 
GMC, bulletin Trail Windings , and is a 
response to DocT Howard » s art i cle in 
che last issue of Smoke & Blazes. In 


it 

for him was 
enclosed. 


the one that is 


The editors of Smoke & Blazes are 
oleased to hear from other GMC bulle- 
tins, especially in support of such 


the accomnanying Tetter "Mason exnlained, eye- and mind-opening commentaries as 

Doc Howard's. 


Doc's views on the porcupine may 
well exemolify the kind of rethink- 
ing all of us may be compelled to 
face as man ’ 3 progress continues 
to advance in the face of ever in- 
creasing danger signals. The out- 
doors cannot be at one and the 
same our cathedral and our nlay- 
ground. 

A few years back we observed our 
first Earth Day here in Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, and Pioneer 
Valley Section was asked to put on 
a disnlay. I contrived a "Problem 
Wildlife Survey" with the point 
that we ought to try more to live 
with our problem wildlife. One of 
the incidents that prompted this 
interest was a public hanging we 
had of a porcuoine at Congdon Camp 
the previous October. Naturally, 
Porky was one of the creatures 
featured in my display. The card 
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KILLINGTON SECTION DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

A Board of Directors Meeting was held 
on Wednesday, Fe . 20, 1974, at the 
home of Wilbur Weston. Present were 
Frederica Welch, Vera Ferkins, Janet 
Martin, Thelma Valiquette, Wes Weston 
and Churchill Scott. Dr. Howard was 
absent on account of illness, and 
letters were received from Teen Talen 
and Terry Gulick expressing their 
regrets for being absent. 

The following officers were chosen: 
President - Wilbur Weston 
V. Pres. - Frederica Welch 
Sec.-Treas. - W. Churchill Scott 
Committee Chairmen: 

Trails - Taul Howard 

Shelters - Dr. Howard 

Outings - Robert Carey 

Membership - Thelma Valiquette 

Entertainment - Janet Martin and Vera 


Wes snoke about setting a deadline on 
payment of dues, mentioning the by-laws 
of the Conn. Section. It was suggested 
that our dues stay the same and that as 
the Treasurer must report and nay 
assessment to Main Club for each member 
by April 1, a member shall be drowned 
if dues are not paid by April 1 of each 
year. 

In order to cause less confusion, it 
was suggested that the Section’s annual 
meeting be held on the third Friday of 
January each year and that it would be 
listed on the fall and winter hike 
schedule as the last activity. 

We hone to put in the next issue of 
Smok e & Blaze s a request for more hike 
leaders and more suggestions for places 
to go on our next schedule. 

Janet Martin made a motion, seconded 
by Frederica Welch, to contribute $5»00 
to the Tamarack Notch-Aitken Forest 
Assoc., and it was anoroved. 

It was suggested that stamns be pur- 
chased for one year's postage on Smoke 
& Blazes to eliminate one step in >^re- 
paring the mailing. 

Faul Howard offered to make placards 
for each shelter inviting persons to 
become members of the Killington Sec- 
tion. We want to thank him very much 
for his offer, but after much discus- 
sion it was felt that notices attached 
to the front of the shelter registers 
would do as well. 

Thelma Valiquette led a discussion on 
the duties and work of a Membership 
Committee . 

Frances Roberts shall be asked to 
have dues notice outlined in black for 
emphasis . 

Directors' Meeting notices shall be 
sent to Smoke & Blazes . 

Trustees shall vote as directed by 
the majority of section members. 

A special meeting will be held on 
Friday, March 29, at 700 p.m. at the 
Uni versalist-Unitarian Church, 117 West 
St., Rutland, to discuss the question 
of an Executive Secretary which was 
tabled at our last regular meeting. 

And also, we hope to have Mrs. Jean 
Davis of Betsy Cox Camp discuss the 
[Pittsford Ice Cave Fund. 

A motion was made by Janet Martin 
and seconded by Fredrica Welch to make 
la donation to this fund. The amount is 
to be decided by the Section members. 

Respectfully submitted 
W. Churchill Scott 
Secretary, K.S.G.M.C. 


NOTE: The Resolution T age 3 

regarding the acquisition of an Execu- 
tive Secretary is printed below in 
order to familiarize Section members 
with the question to be voted upon at 
the Special Meeting on March 29 at 
7:30 p.m. In the Universalist-Unitarian 
Church, 117 West St., Rutland. 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas the Executive Secretary of an 
organization receives, reads, and 
answers most of the mail; works in 
the nerve center of the organization; 
sees and counsels various visitors; 
often supervises all publications, 
and in general directs much of the 
activities: and 

Whereas an Executive Secretary usually 
remains in office for years while 
the elected officers come and go: and 

Whereas an Executive Secretary is ant 
to become the dominating force in an 
organization and such would radically 
change the tradition and character 
of the Green Mountain Club: and 

Whereas the expense of the office would 
necessitate continued and concen- 
trated effort to recruit new members 
and other sources of income, thereby 
creating a larger, unwieldy organi - 
■ »ati6b with huge budgets: and 

Whereas the extra work of the Fresident 
that has occurred in the past few 
years could bo handled by one or two 
competent regular secretaries: Now, 

therefore, be it 
I . * 

Resolved, That the Killington Section 
go on record as being opposed to any 
change in the by-laws of the Green 
Mountain Club which would create a 
position for an Executive Secretary. 

(The above Resolution was discussed at 
the Killington Section annual meeting 
on Feb. 1, 1971+. ) 

# w 

CONGRATULATIONS go to Bob Carey on 
his spring and summer hike schedule. 
However, Bob is sending out an S.O.S. 
for mor e hike suggestions and leaders 
for the remainder of the year. TifTi 
, address is 78 Church St. /Rutland, Vt . 
05701, Tel. 775-5720. MORE HIKES, 

MORE LEADERS. MORE HTKRR Mnpp t.vatm?oo 


ANNUAL MEETING REFORT 


Pago 4 


The annual meeting of the Killington 
Section of the Green Mountain Club was 
held on Fob. 1, 1974* at the C.V.F.S. 
Cor", meeting rooms. There were 43 
members and guests present. 

Pres. Secor opened the 62nd (we be- 
lieve) annual meeting at 7*15 p.m. with 
nraise for the good job that Frances 
Roberts, Editor-in-Chief, and Betty 
Weeks have done on Smoke & Blazes . 

Terry Gulick gave" a report on the 
Trustees* Meeting. Also explained 
that new-comers do not know the loca- 
tion of the Koltonski Fire Station 
where oar hikes begin. This should be 
clarified in hike notices to the paper 
and in Smoke & Bl azes . 

It was suggested that letters of 
appreciation be written to Peggy Pons 
who is resigning as editor of The Long 
Trail News after many competent years. 

Jim Frink snoko on outings he has 
chaired, and how well his hard work has 
paid off in larger attendance. 

Miss Hinclxy, Corresponding Secretary 
of the GMC, was introduced, 
t The terms of Jim Frink, Ray Secor 
and Churchill Scott as directors ended, 
and Vera Perkins, Thelma Valiquette, 
and Churchill Scott were elected to 
serve for 3 years on the Board. 

Richard Roberts suggested that a 
nominating committee be appointed, and 
this will be followed at the next 
meeting. 

Terry Gulick introduced Gardiner 
Lane, Presidential Assistant, who 
spoke about the GMC, its growth and 
increasing problems as years go by. 

An estimated £0,000 hikers annually 
use this public service; 10,000 Guide 
Books sold; there are over 3*000 
members-at-large , and half of the LT 
is on Federal or State Land. Those 
were the highlights of Gardiner's talk. 
Mr. Lane has spent much time in obtain- 
ing land acquisition agreements with 
private land owners, and this is new 
nearly finished. 

Ray discussed a resolution on an 
executive secretary. Wes read same, 
and spoke at length about it. Betty 
Weeks suggested we go slow on the 
matter for the Club has grown greatly 
and it is difficult to find a person 
willing to do the work for free. Terry 
added that wo may not be able to find 
a president who will serve without 
remuneration due to the large amount 


of travel and paper work required. 

Ray received many reports of poor 
trail conditions due to the Club's 
worry about other subjects than trails 
and shelters. Old time members are 
becoming disillusioned and turning 
away. 

Wes Weston stated that he does not 
favor a big push for large membership 
and the accompanying increase of dues 
due to increased budget and inflation. 
He s^oke of the dual responsibility of 
Clarendon Bridge, and the importance 
of replacing it soon. 

Lloyd Weeks made a motion to table 
tho resolution, and it was seconded by 
Peter Palen. The motion was carried. 

It was suggested that a job description 
be written up for an executive secre- 
tary. 

Gardiner Lane conveyed a message 
from the Burlington Section for a joint 
hike to the Fittsford Ice Caves, and 
the date they suggested was June 16. 

Tho meeting was adjourned at 9*20. 

It was followed by a pleasant social 
hour in charge of Janet and Vera. 

This hour is the most enjoyable "art 
of our annual meeting, and it should I 
happen more often. Our thanks again 
to all the ladies. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. Churchill Scott 
Secretary, K3GMC 
# *;<• %<■ 

DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES 

Dues are payable on or before April 1 
and should be mailed or given to W. 
Churchill Scott, Treasurer, 132 Maple 
St., Rutland, Vt. 
are : 

Adult 

7*3. 00 Section 
1 .50 Main Club 
$ 4.50 

Family Jr . 
jj? OTOO Sect ion 
_.7£ Main Club 

$ .75 

Senior Citizen 
1 . 00 Section 
l.£0 Main Club 
$2 £0 

DUE AFRIL I DUE* APRIL I DUE AjPRIL I 


0£701. The dues 


Spouse 

^2.00 Section 
l.£0 Main Club 
$3.50 

Single J r . 
tA.ftn Section 
.75 Main Club 
$1.75 



SCENE AT GOVERNO R CLEMENT SHELTER f FEB . 17, by LLOYD WEEKS 


HIKE REPORTS 

Tinker Brook Shelter , Mar. 2. There 
were 1$ hikers. Including myself. The 
road was closed to traffic so we hai to 
hike from Rte. 100. "'f course, we had 

planned to, anyway. 

The weather wa3 nice, but not mucn 
snow. At the shelter we built a hct 
fire and had hot water within minutes. 
The shelter is in a very beautiful 
'snot, with the pines, but it is quite a 
dron down to the water in Tinker Erook. 

We returned the sane way, and all 
agreed that it was a good outing. 

Robert Carey, Outing Chairman 
Bunny side , Jan. 19. LouOCatozzi, "Bob 
Carey, John Braddock and I denarted 
about 11 a.m. for an overnight hike to 
Sunnyside. We found the camp in good 
order, with ample firewood. The weather 
turned out to be beautiful, and snow was 
plentiful. Mid- afternoon brought a 
group of 9 Boy Scouts and their leader 
ijrom the Brattleboro area. This made a 
tjotal of 1I4. over-nighter3 , a bit crowd- 
ed to say the least, but a bunch of 
hlappy kids. 

I In the morning the Scouts left and we 
had only a matter of moments to tidy un 
the ramp before the GMC hikers were 
scheduled to arrive. By the time thA-n- 


— Churchill Scott, Doc Howard, Wes 
Weston and others--did arrive, we had 
the "old" coffee pot on and water hot 
for drinks. With side hikes, hot 
drinks, sandwiches and good conversa- 
tion, a good time was had by all. 

Paul Howard 

Northam to Plymouth . Mar. 16. Wet 
snow and wind greeted the 13 hatfdy 
souls that gathered by the Fire 
Station. After a bit of discussion 
we all drove to Plymouth with the 
plan to snot a couple of car3. The 
conditions were so bad that by the 
time .Plymouth was reached we parked 
at Round Top and hiked from there. 

After crossing Great Roaring Brook 
we found a sheltered snot for lunch 
in some evergreens. As most of the 
groun then wanted to hike a bit far- 
ther, we continued west. At two and 
a half miles, according to Mauri’s 
nedometer, we turned around and re- 
traced our steps. 

The drive home was an ordeal, but 
as soon aa Sherburne Pas3 was reached 
the snow changed to rain. Honefully 
we can take this walk again as this 
is a very interesting and historical 
area. 


Killington Section members as of March 15, 1974s 


Fage 6 


Abbott, Keith, Kevin & Kim, 23 Pine St., Springfield, Vt. 05156 

Adams, Martha, 46 Roberts Ave., Rutland 05701 

Arnold, Shirlee, Box 95, Whiting 05778 

Berg, Anna, 10 Pleasant St., N. Clarendon 05759 

Blaskovich, Mrs. W. J., 9 Amherst Lane, Dearborn, Mich. 48120 

Bryant, Harriot, Box 131, Dorset 0$25l 

Cahee, Hedrick & Christine, 179 Union St., Springfield 05156 

Carey, Robert, 78 Church St., Rutland 05701 

Catoz^i, Louie & Raymond, 103 Bellevue Ave., Rutland 057°1 

Chapman, Carol, Elm St., Rutland 05701 

Charland, Rachael, 76 S. Main St., Rutland 05701 

Conlon, George & Diana, RPD #2, Rutland 05701 

Day, Wilman & Virginia, Brockway Mills Rd., Springfield 05l56 

Postman, Ruth, 25 Seabury St., Rutland 05701 

Frink, James, 60 Litchfield Ave., Rutland 05701 

Geczi, Judy, 51 Kingsley Ave., Rutland 05701 

Gulick, Charles B. 3rd., RFD Snringfield, 15156 

Hinchey, Minerva, 45 Park St., Rutland 05701 

Howard, Dr. Harold, Woodstock Stage Rd., Rutland 05701 

Howe, Mark, 33 Fairground Rd., Springfield 05156 

Kirk, Mrs. George, 8 B. Washington St., Rutland 05701 

LaBlanc, Mary E., RFD, E. Wallingford 05742 

Magoon, Paul & Jeffrey, RFD #1, Box 475, Springfield 0$1$6 

Martin, Jack, Janet, Betsy, Nancy, David & Tom, 7 Curtis Ave. Rutland 

Mumford, Louise B., RFD #1, Rutland 05701 

Mausolff, Anne, Box 145, Weston 05161 

Newton, Doris, 26 Boutwell Rd., Andover, Mass. 01810 

Nickerson, Russell, RFD, Orwell 05760 

Ogden, Herbert G., Jr., Box 119, RFD #1, Windsor 05089 
Palen, Peter & Teen, Box I 63 , Hurley, N. Y., 12443 
Perkins, Craigue & Mary, Woodstock Stage Rd., Rutland 05701 
Perkins, Vera, 2 Il 2 S. Main St., Rutland 05701 
Renyes, Andrea, 89 Davis St., Rutland 057 n l 
Roberts, Richard & Frances, 2 Hill PI., Springfield 05156 
Rogers, Harold & Florence, RFD, N. Clarendon 05759 
Rozowicz, Linda, 56 2 W. 193rd, St., N. Y. C., N. Y. 10040 
.Russell, Ellen, 33 Thayer St., Providence, R. I. 02906 
IScott, W. Churchill & Kim, 132 Manle St., Rutland 05701 
Staeck, Betty, Killington 05751 
Start, Sherwin, 18 Pine St., Rutland 05701 
Valiquette, John & Thomas, RFD #2, Rutland 05701 
[Valiquette, Thelma, 93 Killington Ave., Rutland 05701 
Talker, Eleanor, 87 Baxter St., Rutland ©5701 
Teeks, Lloyd & Betty, 7 Harvard St., Springfield 05156 
Telch, Frederica, Woodstock Stage Rd., Rutland 05701 
Tollman, Mary L., RFD #2, Poult ney 05764 
Teston, Wilbur & Bailey, 48 Edgerton St., Rutland 05701 
Tilson, Carleton, 9 Harvard St., Rutland 05701 
Tintturi, Mauri, 179 High St., Fitchburg, Mass. 01420 
iMaier, Elsie, 280 Fort Washington Ave., N.Y.C., N.Y. 10032 


05701 
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The February issue of The Long Trail News was mailed to section members 
n Monday, March 11, j.974* any members do not receive their cony within 

reasonable time, oiease notify W. Churchill Scott, Secretary, 132 Manle St, 
tut land, Vt., 05701. 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMOKE & BLAZE S is June 15. Send news to 
'ranees H. Roberts. 2 Hill Place. Smi ne/fVJ’l a netr’c ■> — 0 -..-^ • 
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/ COMING OUTINGS 

Not ea Koltonski Fire Station where 
hlkems meet is adjacent to Main St. 
(RtejV) Park in Rutland,. 

Sat., kuly 6, 9 a.m ;j CHAT AG T JY AREA , 

Dr. Harold Howard, Leader. Meet at the 
fire station. Drive to Bridgewater 
Corneri and then north to Bridgewater 
Center\\ Continue or( that road for 


Sun., Aug. 18, 9 a.m., GRAMPA *S KNOB , 
Leader, TBA. This mountain’ is near 
Proctor. Hiking distance is about 
3 miles. There should be good views 
from the summit. 


We are working on the F. 
HIKE SCHEDULE and would 1 
tipne"," If you are will! 


about £ive miles unt\l the road i please write to: 
longer w-ivable. Then start h>ki ng_» 
t the Appalachian Trail crossing' 
those interested may follow Trail; 
others will\follow iohe ro&a' As, far as 
the groun Vidhes | j 

Sat. -Sun., Aujy 20-2^, LGF 1 IRAIL 
0 VSRNI GHT , " GGL~E :o~ V T , 1 5 , date. 

’• T es We st on,/ Leader ~J~~ Meet at the >, 

station at jf) a.m. on Saturday. 1+iis 


& WINTER 
sugges- 
to lead a 


Tell 


\ ^Robert Carey, OuuLng Chrm. 
Church St. 

Y upland, vt. 05 7( 

L where 


rou would like 


when. If \odssi ble . give, an alternate 



and 


is the onlv schedule^, ovejrnig 
it is a gqjbd chance tjo gsjt. \soi 
rhe Long Trail done. Thai h>Ke will' 
be about ^5 miles . p^r - — the distance 
being evenly bro ke^ft^up by. the stay at 
Whiteface Shelter. 

Sat , , July fe ll 9 V fc. EKPL NATION 
HIKE . HBRRlCip flo, Hbt Carey, Leader 
'his i3 the fountain! to the southwest 
of West Rutland, Theu*^ are several 
promising .routes. Meet at tno fire 
station. /Dri ve to Wejtft Rutland and 
then take Rte. 133 • Hollow thi3 road 
for several miles to tlbe Town Hall at 
Ira and turn flight thi/re Follow 
this road for about 1 l/2 miles. 

Then start hiking}. Tnere should be 



MINT HELPING 



go and 


A ^ i 41 v v c uu / Jbxii UUIJOI 3 

old wood roadsN^K^. jjy r ,he wa y. Total oared to come ir fpQry other side 


Alert&d/b,^ Churchill Scott who, the 
morning M April 10, wks notified of 
some misjoin/; hikers fallowing a near 
2-foot snowfall, a gro\A> of young 
GMC’ers, Churchill and 'Terry Gulick 
met at the ^Rut land Stable Police 
Barracks tA prepare to/locate them. 

Along wits members /6f the Vermont 
State FolicoV US Fo/esCt Service, and 
snowmobile volunteers, search parties 
were organized and; located at various 
points to be Aaken into the Long Trail 
between Sherburne ^ass and Brandon 
Gan. One group was set to enter at 
Sherburne Pass A others were at the 
jeen road going\intt| Rolston»s Rest 
from Rte. 10D, ^nd^till others pre- 


idiutance should\oe 



miles « 


CA RMEL, 

Meet at the 
take the 


Sat . , Aug 
Mauri 

fire action. 

New Boston Trail v 

to trie Long Trail, take the spur 

to the summit. Ho^ftally, the Boiling 00 15-yr*. 
SbrEng will be ^ ajid, who we 




roads, if necessa^yy' Concentrati ng 
on the southern/ j/ortVon was the inil.al 
Real. / / 

Meanwhile, clouds. IT fted and a 
heliconter^r^om Pl^Jftsbd^gh Air Base, 
our Sfate Police, ended 
searchS^ locating theXbikors, 
d girls from liong 
d. who weAe walking in trhe Rol- 
3t-Noyes\/Pond area wh/n seen 
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oj the pilot and Joe Sposta of the 
"J3FS, who guided the pilot. 

According to reports, the girls wore 
not lost, but stayed at Rolston's Rest 
during the storm. Concern from wrorriod 
parents brought out the search party. 

One report suggested that there was 
reluctance from one girl about leaving. 

GMC participants besides Churchill and 
'.'orry included Kate Tarbell of Walling- 
ford, John and William Dunkle, N. Y. 
Section members and two of their friends, 
all from Staten Island, N. Y. The four 
| boys abandoned a scheduled 5-day, £0- 
nile hike the day of the storm at Rte. 9 
Bennington, bocause of the deep snow, 
bal not until they hiked 5 miles from 
Pongdon Camp during the storm. Proper 
Preparations and experience prevented 
hny discomforts. Their hike had started 
|$unday at Blackington, Mass. 

Terry Gulick 


* 




CALIFORNIA END-TO-END »ERS 

Four members of the California Branch 
ef the Killington Section of the Green 
fountain Club have earned end-to-end 
’ecognition for completing their trek 
pilong tho John Muir Trail in California, 
noy are Mr. and Mrs. Bob Porkins and 
heir children, Polly and Tim, all of 
Van Jose, Calif. Perkins is the son of 
and Mrs. Craiguo Porkins of Mondon. 
fhe John Muir Trail runs for 210 miles 
hrough tho High Sierra from Yosomite 
Galley to tho Summit of Mt . Whitney, 
ho Perkins’s hike was undertakon on 
I'our-and fivo-day trios begun in 1961;. 

[The above was clipped from the Rutland 
lorald, April 4, 1971b and sent to 
poke & Blazos by Prosidont Woston as 
In item of interest to many members of 
he Soction.) 


-is- 


HIKE REPORTS 


»gar-on-Snow Party , April 6. About 17 
;tended and wo wore disappointed that 
lero were not more. Usually this 
font draws twice that number. I built 
firo up at the sugar houso but no ono 
jemed too interested, so we congregated 
the house for the goodios. And 
jodios they wero.' 


Wo put tho syrup on at about 9 a.m. 
and between Frodrica Welch and 
Ardollo Blood, tho pot was watched 
with an eagle oyo until about 1 : 30 . 

Wo had considerable syrmloft over 
and we worked another 2-3 hours and 
made enough maple spread to fill 10 
plastic bowls, all of which now have 
GMC labels on them. Churchill and I 
will keep this and we can use it at 
tho covered dish supper or at tho 
next Annual Meeting. 

I beliove future Sugar-on-Snow 
parties would attract more people if 
held indoors in the evening. 

Harold Howard, KS, GMC 

Haystack Mt., Apr. 2 0. Eleven cheery 
'souls (with two lit tTo dogs belong- 
ing to Wes Weston) trekked up Pawlot ' 
"Little Gibraltar-" on a perfect spring 
day. 

The old coach road, which used to 
run almost to the too, turned into 
steep going after a little bit, but 
tho hiko was leisurely and most 
pleasant for all. 

Tho view from the bald summit, 
known in tho 19th contury as ono of 
tho finest panoramas in Vermont, was 
almost hazeless, and included peaks 
from Pico to Little Killington. 

Aft or lunch in the warm, drowsy 
sun, wo nicked our way down through 
the still bare woods and split up. 

A very rewarding trip’. 

Zano Rodriquez 

Work Party, May 1;. The trail was 
checked and cleared from Sunnyside 
Camp to the Lower Cold River Road. 

Wilbur Weston, Ian Wark and A1 
Roinor cleared from Rtc. 103 via tho 
covcrod bridge by-pass to Sunnysido. 

Churchill Scott and Carl Schmidt 
started at tho Lower Cold Rivor Road 
and mot Mauri Wintturi, Lew, Jooy, 
and Billy Catozzi coming from tho 
Lottery Road. Mauri did considorablo 
blazing. 

Yours Truly met tho loaders of a 
Girl Scout troop at Route 1L(.0 who 
woro supposed to cloar from there 
north to Sunnyside. Tho project was 
called off bocause of threatening 
rain. (It turned out to be a beauti- 
ful day.) Thoy plan to do that 
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iction on May 18. I had tho coff-o 
out boiling whon all congrogatod at 
Sunnysido at 1:00 p.m. 

On the drive up to the trail south 
of tho covorod bridgo, wo wore all 
treated to tho sight of two wild 
turkeys . 

Wo had a groat time and accomplished 
a lot. We plan to do from tho Lower 
Gold Rivor Road to Governor Glomont 
S'nolter the noxt timo. 

Work nartios can bo fun, you knowl 
Don't let tho word "work” scare you l 

Harold Howard, Chm. 
Trails, KS,G!:C 

. antilovor Rock. May 11, Tho Cantilovor 
tcck hike to* ME.' Mansfield turned out 
q few sturdy hikers for a vory onjoyablo 
-rip. 

Louise Mumford, Jim Prink, Bob Caroy, 
Mauri Wintturi, Kim and Churchill Scott 
arrivod at tho Underhill Stato Park 
.rca about 11:30 a.m., so it was planned 
a oat first. Duo to a long spoil of 
rain wo almost had a repetition of tho 
■ ico Trip but after lots of huffing and 
ruffing wo had a boiling pot of water. 

Jim drove up tho old C.C. road to 
:he Sunset Ridge Trail, thon an easy 
walk .5 miles to tho C. Rock Trail. 

hen only .2 miles to our destination, 
c vory spectacular fock formation. A 
number of pictures wore takon and 
| before long wo started for homo. 

^lans wore made for a hike (perhaps 
I this fall) for a round trip using tho 
Sunset Ridge Trail, tho Long Trail 
ilong Mt . Mansfield, Butler Lodge, 
and Stovensville . If so, wo hooo to 
cee moro intorostod persons along for 
Uho trip. 

Kim S. Scott 


for 


k Party, 
oar tho tra 


May 18. Wo had planned to 


if 


Uioar tho trail from Lower Gold River 
toad to Governor Clement, however, a 
;ouplo of days ago Schorwin Start 
^allod and said ho had clearod that 
section and excopt for boing muddy, it 
las in good condition. Many thanks, 
>ehorwin! 

Tho Bucklln trail had had little 
vttention for yoars, and was considered 
lo bo orr' next most urgort problem, 
tob Caroy, Douglas Landon, Pam 
Corstner, Lew Catozzi and I proceeded 


to Brewers Corners. Tho entire trail 
was cleared and pronounced in good 
shape . 

Jim Frink was at tho fire station 
to see us of ’’, However, he was 
headed for tho annual Mt. Ascutnoy 
hike and regrotfully could not join 
us . 

Harold Howard, Chm. 

Trails, KS,GMC 

P ittsford Ice Caves, Juno 16 . The 
hike to tho Pittsford Ico Caves was 
a well attended, quite successful 
hike. It was a joint hiko with tho 
Killington and Burlington Sections, 
and because of the 37 monbers and 
guests that attended, I am not going 
to go into a II 3t of names. 

The Killington Section mot as 
usual, at the Koltonski Fire Station 
in Rutland, and proceeded to Pitts- 
ford and tho hiko ur tho slopo and 
ravine to tho entrance to tho cave. 

The Planned mooting with the Burling- 
ton Section at the entrance of tho 
Stato Police Academy in Pittsford 
could be callod the only flaw in the 
plans. This writer understood that 
tho mooting siaca was thu Police 
Barracks in Rutland, and led throe 
othor cars to that point. Aftor due 
conversation thore, and just ->lair 
logic, we dccidod an error was made 
and proceeded to tho trail to tho 
caves. It was later that I learned 
that tho mooting place was in 
Pittsford. However, an hour after 
tho Killington Section's arrival at 
tho caves, tho Burlington Section 
hikers begain to arrive, well 
equipped to ropo themselves to cno 
lower sections of the cavos whereas 
tho Killington members wore not 30 
equipped . 

Of tho 37 hikers, Killington Section 
was rosresorted with 1I4., and tho 
remainder from tho Burlington Section. 
Tho lack of water thore eliminated 
tho old coffee pot and hot drinks, 
but wo all had a fin- lunch, and 
betwcon tho thermos bottles and Kool 
Aid bottles that wore there, enough 
liquid was found to devour our 
sandwiches . 

I am suro that Killington Section 
would have been bettor rosrosonted 
but for summer commitments that seme 
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of our leading members had. I would 
call this hiko a complete success, and 
the little rain that fell, I am sure, 
did not dampen the enjoyment of all. 

Paul Howard 

Pancake Breakfast, Mar. 23 . On a beau- 
tiful snowy winter morning we drove to 
Rutland and pickod u^ tfudi before 
continuing lip to Tall Timbers to attend 
the nancako broakfast . We were sur- 
prised to find that wo were the first 
to arrive in s^itc of our long trip 
from Springfield. Craig Perkins 
welcomed us in the recreation hall 
whoro wo sat around the stove waiting 
for othors to arrive. Soon about a 
dozon hungry GMC'crs came in carrying 
all the fixin* s for a delicious break- 
fast. Pancakes, bacon, eggs, fried 
potatoes and sausage along with good 
hot coffee, congenial company and 
Carl Schmidt* s wonderful cooking mado 
it a memorable occasion. 

After broakfast some of the more 
hardy hikod or snowshoed up the Tall 
Timbers road. (Undoubtedly trying to 
work off all those caloriosl) 

Betty Wcoks 

White Rocks, Juno 2 . The hiko to Whito 
Socles brougnt out oleven hikers on a 
boautiful but buggy day. Wo drove up 
to the farmhouse at the end of the 
road and hiked up the Long Trail to 
Groonwall Sholtor where wo rested a 
bit before continuing the climb. The 
woods woro full of spring flowers which 
some enjoyed identifying. 

By the time wo reached the turn-off 
we wore so far apart that we didn't 
realizo that some had failod to see 
the side trail sign and had continued 
on the Long Trail. We didn't miss the 
hikers until wo reached the view. We 
wero quite rolievod whon the lost 
hikers arrived as we were finishing 
lunph . 

Since the bugs threatened to cat us 
[before wo could eat our lunch, wo ate 
pastily and hurried back down the trail 
[to the cars. 

Betty Wocks 


H-E-L-P 


Any and all Killington Section 
adult male members who are willing 
and have the time to assist in the 
rebuilding of the Clarendon Gorge 
Bridge arc respectfully requested to 
contact "Wes" Weston at I 4.8 Edgerton 
St., Rutland, Vt . , 05701, or call 
775-2132. 

It was indicated at the Annual 
Meeting of tho GMC on May 25 that ir. 
the interest of safety, the young 
are urged to remain away from the 
work of construction. Holoors 
please indicate when you will be 
available . 


FIRST PRIZE WINNER 

Joe Baxter, [gth grader at Park St. 
School in Springfield, won first 
prize in a reading contest, and from 
a long list of prize possibilities 
(including a free movie ticket o _ ’ 
a free sundae at Idlcnot) chose an 
overnight on the Long Trail. So, 
your Editors, Betty Weeks and Frances 
Roberts, took him, along with Betty's 
grandson, Keith Abbott, to Sunnysido 
on Monday, Juno 21+. 

Joe had a wonderful time, even 
though it rained almost constantly, 
and he wants to become a GMC member 
and go on all tho hikes! 

Section mombors might bo intcrcr 
od in the situation we found at 
Sunnysidc. Shortly after wo arrived 
a 27-member Boy Scout troon came in , 
Betty (as a good GMC member and ex- 
trustee) took the Leader aside and 
pointed out a few GMC rules, such as 
no campfires other than In tho main 
fire circlo. The Leader said Yes, 
he had shown the film we put out for 
youth groups-; however, he still was 
unawaro that such large contingents 
were not oncouraged to stay at the 
shelters . 

The boys wore groat, and the Leader 
certainly had them well organized. 
Really, the only complaint we had was 
that threo patrols set up camp along 
the banks of Sunnyside's water supply 
There wero temporary fireplaces in 
that area, and no doubt the scouts 
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thought it was all right to cairn there. Botty and I feel strongly that this 
aroa near the soring should be posted and made unattractive as a canning soot. 
A few boulders strategically placed, for example. 

In all, thero woro 37 campers at Sunnysido, and on a Monday night in June- 
Luckily, Betty and I both have mountain tents which wo could use. Throe other 
parties used the shelter, and the scouts camped out. 

Although it is generally believed that most LT hikers are not members, it 
was interesting to find out that nearly all tho hikers wo saw on that trio 
were GMC ’ors--including tho scouts. 

We all had an interesting cormout, visiting with oooole from Florida, Ohio 
and Colorado--that 1 s how it is on tho LT nowadays. Howovor, somehow largo 
groups of ->ooole such as tho 27 scouts should get tho message that they 
cannot be accomodated at our shelters. Francos Roberts 

<L" 

NEW MEMBERS AS OF JUNE 15, 1.9-74 


A^t <f f); \qj 

t' 

Bakor, Eric, Frosoect House, Bomo *,oen 05732 

Boucher, Anno, 146 Dorsot St., Springfield, Mass. 01108 

Chrzanowski, Diane (JR), 63 Pino St., Rutland 05701 

Codman, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin, Woodstock, 05091 

Davies, Mrs. Joan, Gamn Betsy Cox, Pittsford 05763 

^rink, Holon, 10 Elm St., Randolph 05060 

Gilman, Botty, 212 Adams St., Rutland 05701 

Howard, Paul R., 70 Allon St., Rutland 05701 

Kramer, Stephen, Wilson Sports " 

Mason, Davo, 49 S. Main St. " 

ilauror, Rick (JR), Box 328 , Wilder 05088 
McKirryhor, Mr. & Mrs. Brad, RD#2, Verg-.nnes 05491 

Mulhausen, John (JR)and Paul (JR), 5221 Woodlawn Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn. 

55417 

iluffort, John, 453 Victor Way, Wyckoff, N . J., 07481 
iyiri, Ama, 167 Stralton Rd., Rutland 05701 
0 oarlstoin, George, B-ox 115, West Paulot 05775 

Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Robert, H4lCulligan Blvd., San Jose, Calif. 95120 

F jiner, Albert, Route 100, Pittsford 05762 

Rodriguez, Zane, and Zane (JR), Box 53, Pawlot 05761 

Reynolds, Goorgo , 8 Hillcrost Rd. , Springfield 05l56 

itoulier, Bettina, 25 Piedmont Pkway. , Rutland 05701 

Schmidt, Mr. & Mrs. Carl, 73 Edgorton St., Rutland 05701 

Spencer, John, Cuttinpsville , 0573$ 

Stare, Louis, 9 Angus Ave., Bass River, Mass. 02664 
Stearns, Carol, 57 Prospect St., Rutland 05701 
Tucker, Mr. & Mrs. Roger, RFD#1, Box 10, 3Sudl^w C. ,7 
Jark, Ian, Stage Route, c/o Dr. Howard, Rutland 05701 


Tho Killington Section of tho Green Mountain Club wishes to thank the 
following members for gifts to bo used for tho work of the Section: 

Harroit Bryant, Mr. & Mrs. Hedrick Cahoe, Mrs. George Kirk, Anne Mausolff ; 
Paul and Jeffry Magoon, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Roberts, and Mauri Wintturi^ 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMOKE & BLAZE S is September 15. Send news to 
Mrs. Frances H. Roberts, 2 Hill place , SrrTngfield, Vt . , 05156, by that date, 
LEADERS, please use the post cards we send you as hike report reminders, and 
emphasize the importance of sending the material in right away. 
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COMING OUTINGS 

'oi'-e: Koltonski Fire Station where 
ikons moot is adjacent to Main St. 
Rio « 7) Park in Rutland. 


HIKE CHAIRMAN, ROffiRT CAREY, HAS 
ONE TO COLLEGE, and your Directors aro 
n tho process of assembling a Fall 
.nd Winter schedule. Listed bo low are 
feu hikes coming up very soon. Watch 
ho oanors for more information about 
horn. Tho complete schodulo will be 
n your hands shortly. 

a t . f Oct . 5 8;30 a.m,, MT . HUNGER , 

» Eico, Loader. 

12. 9 a.m., SILVER LAKE. 

/rdoScr. 


COV ERED DISH SUPPER . 

timo and olaco . 


INTERESTING HIKES ARE IN THE 
WORKS. WATCH THE PAPERS AND 
CONSULT THE NEW SCHEDULE SOON 
TO REACH YOU . ^bkhhbhkhkkkhhhkkhhm* 


THERE’S BAR IN THEM THAR HILLS! 

Would you like to hear a bear story? 
Lloyd and Betty Weeks can tell you one 

It seems one dark and rainy night 
they Ditched their mountain tent in 
the wilds of the Adirondaks, thinking 
they were alone. They tucked their 
oacks in the tent with them out of the 
rain, and socked out as soon as they 
sacked in. 

In the darkness before the dawn 
something woke them ud. By the time 
Lloyd had unsacked and groped out, 
there was nothing there but the 
evidence — a knocked-down SDace Blanket 
they had used as a tarp with absolute- 
ly, positively, no doubt about it 
bear-clawed holes in it. 

Lloyd reconstructs that the night 
visitor had slapped at the tarn to 
get at the food supply — which was in 
the tent just below — but was fright- 
ened off (possibly by a loud snore?). 

Well, that’s what they get for 
leaving the Long Trail to hike in the 
Adirondaks. 

F. Roberts 

NEXT SMOKE & BLAZES DEADLINE IS DFC. 
15. SEE P. I 4 . Eor PLACE TO SEND NEWS. 
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DIRSOTORS * MEETING 


. meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Killington Section of the Green 
‘fountain Club was held at the home of 
a Weston on Fri., Se.t. 20, 197U-* 

Presont rare Mr, Weston, Frederica 
■Mich, Janet Martin, Vera Perkins, Teen 
Prion and Churchill Scott. Also attend- 
ing wore Peter Palen, Paul Howard, Mauri 
i ' an tuii and Shoruin Start. 

..os discussed a latter sent to the 
rectors during the summer in lieu of 
i meeting, and the quo3tions it contained. 
- rumbov of By-Law changes were mentioned. 
L-’t , #3 _ A' . dues shall be Daid by 

i3 Aru. #11 - Annual Meeting shall 
: j held on the 3rd Saturday in January to 
a*. Inato and elect directors. (Ed. note: 
It was suggested at the last annual 
i . ting that a nominating committee be 


c a 30 that a slate of officers could 

0 presented at Annual Meetings.) 

! t. #5 - Iiength of term of officers 
no. >ld be deleted. 

■o ra stressed that norsons elected to 
•: ! "j Board of Trustees should be aware of 
ho i osoonsibility of attending mootings 
taking an active part in the Club. 

Paul Howard spoi'o on the following 
tor conditions: Tuckor- Johnson, 

ood 0 Pico noods now stove pipe and 
5 's Ski Area rescue sled moved off 
,oi. Tamarack in good shaoo . Gov. 

: .orient has now woodon lower bunks. 
J'.a.rondon is clean and good. Sunnyside 
j-ods new floor. It is hoped it will be 
e paired before winter. 

Mr Start accoptod offlco of Trails 
'-i airman. During the summer he has worked 
an./ hears cloaning and improving Trail. 

1 o , ho hopes to contact land owners and 
re permission to r Trail at all 

Canard ous oo int s . 

.ir« Woston spoko of danger with now 
trldrre duo to tho long space botwoen 
v.)r: ght cables. Tho fooling is that 

: aomo protection to orovont 

. „„ acc_dents before tho snow and ice 
:oasc n begins. 

Tho annual duos wore discussed. With 
loco apt 3 and oxponsos about even, it was 
considered best to loavo thorn as last 
.par, AI 30 , any due 3 money received 
if tor Oct. 1 shall bo croditod to tbe 
.allowing ye or. 

Jtuot Martin told of her latost talks 
a.th Mrs. Davios regarding tho Pittsford 
[co Caves Fund. The owner of tho property 
ias said that tho building is for salo 


also, and it is hoped that enough 
funds can bo raised to purchase thi„ 
natural area and pro servo it for tho 
future . 

Mr. Start explained the work of 
tho Youth Consorvation Corps locatoc 
at tho Mt. Tabor area. 

Mr. Woston spoko of discontent and 
friction botwoon tho Main Club and 
tho Sections . Ho suggosted two 
romedios. 1) Transmit all responsi- 
bility to Soction3, and when tho 
Sections woro unable to doai with 
problems to ask tho Main Club for 
holn and assistanco, 2) Pay all 
dues to Main Club, oliminato Sections 
and lot tho Main Club tala aver all 
responsibilities . Mr- Weston will 
draft a letter to tho other Sections 
to got othor opinions. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Churchill Scott, Sec- 

•S -)?• -ir 


ADDirnOHAL MEMBERS, *0 Sept. 2?' 

Bakor, Eric, Prospeco House, Bomosoon 

vt., 05732 

Kramer, Mrs. Mildred, 6 I 4 .O West 231 it 
Bronx, N. Y. IOL 63 
Saohir, Miss Margi, Box 8 l, London- 
derry, Vt. 05>llj.e 

Sooncor, John, Cuttingsvillo, 0573 f -J 
Stearns, Miss Carol, 57 Prospoc-t St , 
Rutland, 05701 

Turin, Bojc, Box lj.65, Manchostor 

Vt., 05254 

Unsworth, Karen, 1+5 H „ Main St., 

Apt. #2, Rutland 05701 
Wood, Allon W., Bomosoon Stato Parte 
Fair Havon, Vt., 057^8 


# •>£ 

Tho Killington Soction of the Green 
Mountain Club wisho3 to thank the 
following membors for gifts to bo 
used for tho work of the Soction: 

Miss Helen Frink, Mica Ellen Ruosex- 
and Miss Margi Sapbir 
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Tlnmouth Channel, Juno 30 » Throe oanoes 
and six Hardy canoeists met under 
threatening skies for a canoe trip on 
T inmouth Channel. By the time we had 
reached the launching point at a culvert 
in the north end of the town of Tinmouth 
tho skies had cleared. At first glance 
this looked like an unlikely place to 
launch canoes. To tho north tho small 
rocky stream plunged raridly down hill 
to become the headwaters of tho Claron- 
don Rivor. 

We carried canoes down the steep bank 
and paddled south in a clear, aldor 
lined stream. Avoiding rocks in tho 
shallow wators, wc soon roachod doeoor, 
wider stretches whore tho channel 
meandorod through marshes and old boavor 
meadows. Thoro are about four ratios of 
canocablo wators hero. 

Many interesting water plants grow in 
tho shallow wators, and small trout 
dartod to hido in thorn. Clumps of 
yellow and blue iris wore frequently 
soon, and yollow nond lilios linod tho 
watorway. 

Wo onjoyod glimpsos of an occasional 
Virginia Rail running through tho tall 
swamp grassos. Tho viows of mountains 
beyond tho marshes mako this a 3conic 
trip. 

At ono point an old boavor dam blocked 
tho way, and wo balancod precariously on 
tho top to pull tho canoes to tho other 
side . 

About noon we lashod tho canoes to- 
gether and ato lunch boforo returning. 
Aidod by wind and good curront, wc soon 
roachod tho cars at tho culvort. 

Botty Wooks 

Chataguay Area Hiko. July 6 . On Saturday, 
July o. Doc Howard lod a hiko to tho 
Chataguay Aroa. Wo all mot at Doc's 
houso and woro on our way about 9 : 30 . 
Albert Roinoz, Bob Carey, Roberta and 
Sherman Start, Carl Schmidt, Louiso 
Munford, Doc Howard and I made up tho 
group . 

When wo arrivod at tho Chataguay Aroa 
wo mot some townsoooplc repairing the 
road. Somo boavors built a dam, and 
with tho holp of tho flood, forcod tho 
water over tho road. Aftor watching tho 
road ropair crow for a whilo, wo started 
hiking. Wo hlkod for about2i/2 miles. 
When wo stonood for lunch we saw a 


beautiful pond. 

On tho way down wo looked through 
an old houso that had burned down to 
nothing. Prom thoro wo hiked on tho 
Appalachian Trail and down to tho 
dirt road to whore tho hiko startod. 

The weather was porfoct for hiking 
and wo all had a vory good timo. 

Pam Korstnor 

Horrick Mountain, July 27 . I led this 
hiko an! wo did not got lost, althoug! 
wc did not got any view from tho 
ridge. Wo found that it is possible 
to climb Herrick Mountain, but tho 
chances of a view from it aro slim. 

I think exploration hikos should bo 
considered in tho future. 

Robert Caroy 

Mt. Carmel, August 3 . This hiko was 
lod by Mauri Wintturi. Wo made good 
timo to the Camp, Thoro wc had lunch 
and tho more ambitious thon continued 
to tho summit. Wo had roports that 
tho tower was unsafe, so wo climbed 
it with oxtromo caution but found 
it safo. Unf ortunatoly tho viow was 
vory limited bocauso of incoming 
clouds. All twolve of us returned 
from that hiko also. R. Caroy 

Gov. Clement Sholtor. Work Party , 
(Unscheduled ) , Aug. 10. Tn loss than 
throe hours Wos Weston (Rascal and 
Sport), Bob Caroy, Paul Howard, Jr., 
Lou Catozzi and I, accomplished a 
task that should have boon done years 
ago, in this writer's opinion. 

Departing from Rutland in a 1]W drive 
pick-up, loaded with pro-cut lumber, 
nails and tools, at somo timo aftor 
1:00 p.m,, wo drove to tho sholtor, 
and with tho assistance of somo will- 
ing bikerB (thoro woro many on tho 
trail that day) the lumbor was un- 
loadodSc our work party nrocoodod to 
cover the worn-out lowor wiro mosh 
bunks with a "platform” typo bunk, 
tho popular typo in today's hiking. 

Wos, Bob, Lou and Paul all poundod 
nails to thoir heart's content, whilo 
I enginoorod tho job. Aftor tho 
platform was compLotod, duo to woak 
structure of tho upper bunks, and usir 
2X6's, wo roinforcod tho upper bunks, 
making them durable for nnothor 
sovoral years. 


■V 

Wo wore back in Rutland by I 4 . : 00 o.m., 
vory satisfiod that the job was done, 
and all agroed that this was not "labor,” 
but more darn fun than a rogular 
scheduled hike. 

Paul R. Howard, 
Shcltors Chairman 

Grampa *3 Knob, Auj~;. 18. This hiko was 
changc'd to Gov . dlomont Sholter whore 
wo insooctod tho new bunks. All found 
thorn satisfactory. This hiko proved 
that ono novor knows what to expect on 
a hiko. Just aftor wo loft tho triangle 
a boar crossod tho road ahoad of us. 

You novor know what you might mis 3 if 
you don't go on tho hikos. 

Robert Caroy 

-if- -ss* -if- 

THE FOLLOWING POEM was sont in to 
Smoko & Blazos by Paul Howard with tho 
commonF, '^Although it doos not portain 
to the GMC, I liko it and you may find 
somo uso for it in your publication." 

Many GMC'ors will like it, too. 

THE MAN IN THE CLASS 

Whon you got what you want in your 
struggle for self 

And tho world makes you king for a day, 
Just go to a mirror and look at yoursolf, 
and soo 

fJhat that man has to say. 

?or it isn't your paronts, your children, 
or wlfo 

rJho judgomont upon you must pass; 

Cho follow whoso vordict counts most in 
your lifo 

Ls the ono staring back from tho glass. 

aomo poonlc may think you're a straight - 
shooting chum 

Lnd call you a wondorful guy; 

3ut tho man in tho glass 3 ays you'ro only 
a bum 

[f you can't look him straight in tho eye. 

do's tho follow to ploaso, novor mind all 
tho rost, 

p or ho's with you cloar up to tho ond; 

And you' vo passod your most dangerous, 
difficult tost 

!f tho man in tho glass is your friond. 


You may fool tho whole world down 
tho pathway of lifo 
And got cats on your back as you 
pass; 

But your final roward will bo ho art - 
acho and tears 

If you' vo cheated tho man in tho 
glass. 

Author Unknown 

-if- -if- 

HAVE YOU SEEN tho write-up about 
hiking on tho Long Trail in Now 
England Spqrtsman Mngagin o , ( Vol . 1 , 
No; 2 , Maroh/Aoril ’1974-)? Doxtor 
Goulston tolls of a 70-mile trip ho 
took with his son and a Gorman 
Shonhord in September of 197 2. Tho 
blurb introducing tho article makos 
this statomont. "Tho 'Long Trail' 
botwoon Mt . Horrid and Camel's Hump 
is famous for its porcupines, history 
wonderful sconory and not so roliablo 
woathor." Sovoral colorful photos 
illustrato tho article. 

In his story, Mr. Goulston des- 
cribes tho painful results of a 
dog/rorky encountor whilo on tho 
Trail. In this samo magazino, 
(published two yoars too lato to 
hole tho Goulstons) is an article 
about tho many usos of baking soda, 
including that of aiding in the 
romoval of quills from a dog's nose. 
According to tho author, Robort I. 
Ward, a mixture of 1 cup of vinogor 
and 2 tsp. baking soda appliod 
gently on tho quills at 3 ton-minute 
intorvals will softon tho lime and 
calcium composition of tho quills 
and make thorn shrink. You can thon 
romovo tho quills with vory littlo 
discomfort. With so many dogs 
bounding along on our GMC hikos, 
it's good to know about this. An 
omorgoncy supply in ono's day pack 
might well bo worth packing. 

F. Roberts 

-if- W ->{■ -If- -If 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMC KB & 
BLAZES is Doc. 15. Send nows or 
items of intorost (how about a 
"SWAP" soction?) to Mrs. Frances H. 
Roberts, 2 Hill Place, Sorlngfiold, 

Vt . , 05156, by that dato. 
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COMING OUTINGS 


Note: Koltonski Fire Station where 
hikers meet is ad Indent Id Main 3t . 
(Rte. 7) Bark in Jutland. 

"u n. , Dec. 29, U:QO n.m., MOONLIGHT 


x-c sklis or snowshoes, or just walk 
along a well-packed snowmobile track 


about 2 
area ideal 


ed at the ba: 


bury Peak trail. At 
a large shelter with 
nlace 

it it it 


jam Picnic 
of Shrews- 
Us aroa is 
indoor fire- 


WLter is always a big/' 


fry to get a large ~J' r 
for clear, cold r 

ANNUAL MEETII^ 


weather to enjoyla full moon. Meet ht 

3 Koltonski F.f. 
S at., Jan. 18 ANNUAL M EETING, 7:jpfe n.m, 
S HARP . Details ejLsow"h’ero 


Sat. , Jan. 25, 9y30 a.m., PI! 


•’HOLLOW, 


T f YMoUTTr Am: "'lMs area has('v3 onen- 
f.-ont shelters ranting from lYto 5 mi • 
distant, so everyone can have Ifi choice 
of hikes in additio/i to other/lnterest- 
; snots to vis/t7 Meet at Koltonski 1 s . 

-:HKr Sun . . Jan .) 12. 9 a.m.. tPUDDLEDO CK 
SKI TOURll^ TRAtt,S. GRAtJWLlj'GULP T 
Batty Staeck, Leader, this^rea is 
located off Rte.vLOO between/Hancock 
end Warren. The \rochure states that 
there are 3 l/2 mi\ of marken trail 
suitable for ski tiuring, ani' trails 
difficult or requiring cautio^are 
designated. Most lire on relatively 
rough terrain and /should have gVid snow 
cover to avoid accidents and/or \amage 
T . equinment. Me<$t Koltonski Jf. S. 


S on. . Feb, 9, 9 a.m. , ^G^V, OLE 
^HBLi'BR, Dick & Frances Rober 


8 , 


T 

, Headers, 
utland area neonle me 9t at tlpe fire 
station and join the laaders at the 
junction of the wood noad leafling to 
'ov. Clement Shelter and the Unner Cold 
iver road. Bring x-A skiis for snow- 
hoes. We have usually fount > a well 


racked snowmobile tra 
ell. 

un., Feb. 23, 9 a.m 


;k to w< Ilk on as 


Lloyd & Betty Cheeks 
{utTand area people reet 
tation and join the| lead 
hrewsbury where the^Jnr 
)ld River roads bra 


NOR' 



AM PICNIC 
Leaders . 
the fire 
s in North 
and Lower 
f from- the 


oad leading to Shrewsbury Peak. Bring 


Killington Section Affoual Meetin u 
will be held on Saturday^ January 18, 
at 7 n.m. sharn, at the ^niversalist- 
Unitarian Church on W^sx St „ , Rut- 
land. 

The agenda includes renorts of 
officers and obs^rmon; amendments 
to By-laws details elsewhere In 
this paper)/ election of directors, 
(retiring directors being Janot 
Martin, Harold Howard, and Frodricka 
Welch); discussion of what Is expected 
and length fcf term of directors; 
refreshment^; movie short on Claren- 
don Gorge yftridgo, 16 mm.; square 
dance calied by Louis Rousseau 
Transn/rtation to the Killington 
SectionfAnnual Meeting will bo Pro- 
vided if necessary by the following 
membersC It will be anoreciatod if 
you will contact individual nearest 
you:/W.F. Weston, 4^ Edgerton St „ , 
Rutland, Tel. 775-2132; Jim Frink, 

60 Litchfield Ave., Rul'-nd, 775- 
4935; Carl Schmitt, 73 Edgerton St 0 , 
Rutland. 773-6990; Rachel Charland 
(office) 775-4725; Carl Parsons, 170 
Stratton Rd., 773-3621; Betty Weeks, 

7 Harvard St., 885-2731, -Springfield; 
Frances Roberts, 2 Hill PI., 885-4157, 
Springfield. 

it it it 

PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES 

[Article V of the By-laws of the 
'llington Section of the Green 
fountain Club, Inc., reads as follows ; 


"The term of office of the Direc- 
tors shall be three years, with 
three Directors elected each 
year. A Director who has served 


two terns may not be re-elected until 
after a lapse of one year." 

The proposed change, approved by the 
Board of Directors for submission to 
the voting members, would delete the 
second sentence. The articlo would 
then read, 

"The term of office of the Directors 
shall be throe years, with three 
Directors elected each year." 

Article XI of the By-laws reads as 
follows : 

The Annual Meeting shall be held in 
January to nominate and to elect 
Directors, hear reports of the 
Officers and Trusees, nlan for the 
coming year and to transact any 
other anpronriato business." 

he proposed change, also approved by 
he Board of Directors for considera- 
ion would be the insertion of the 
/ords "on the third Saturday," and the 
Jy-law would then read, 

"The Annual Mc-tiq. shall 1 „ hold 
on the t’ ird Saturday in January 
to nominate and to eiect Directors, 
hear reports of the Officers and 
Trusteos, plan for the coming year 
and to transact any other appro- 
priate business." 

' hose proposed changes will be voted 
\ pon at the Annual Meeting, January 18, 
! t the Universalist, -Unitarian Church 
: n Rutland. 

w 

TREASURER 'S NOTICE 

There must be many small outstanding 
tills, such as for postage, telephone, 
supplies and gas that have not been 
submitted to the Treasurer yet. Please 
turn them in as soon as possible to 
V . Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St., 
Futland, Vt . 05701, so they may be 

included in our 1974 expenses. 


3W MEMBERS to Dec. 10, 1974 

Esll, Bennett, Billings Ave., Rutland 
Eiddiscombe, Robert, 152 Pearl St. " 
Billings, Mary, P.0. Box 903, Rutland 
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Parsons, Carl, 170 Stratton Rd., Rut- 
land, Vt. 05701 

Van Luven, Daniel, 44 Woodstock Ave., 

Rutland, Vt . 05701 

Fitzgerald, Mr. & Mrs. Brian T., R.F.D. 
Florence, Vt . 05744 

HIKE REPORTS 

Mt, Hunger, Oct. 5 i Located east of 
the Green Mts. is the Worcester Range. 

It stretches from Mt . Elmore, near 
Morrisvillo, south to Waterbury. Mt . 
Hunger is situated in the middle of 
the Worcesters, rising to an elevation 
of 3539 feet. 

Three early risers, Mrs. Rachel 
Charland, Mauri Wintturi, and Lou 
Catozzi met my father, Donald Rice, 
and*u early Saturday morning in Wator- 
bury. A short drive followed which 
brought us to the base of Mt. Hunger. 

The trail rises steadily for roughly 
2 l/2 miles, paralleling a stream. A 
short distance from the trail a small 
but beautiful waterfall greets the 
inquisitor's eyes. 

The summit is rocky, open, and 
supplies a near 3&0 0 view. Unfortun- 
ately, Saturday wasn't a sparkling, 
clear day. A haze had muted the clar- 
ity of view. To the east, the White 
Mts. rise. Mt. Washington, barely 
visible, was white capped. The Green 
Mts. lay west of us, stretching in an 
endless conglomeration of ridges and 
valleys. Autumn dressed the nearer 
slopes in rich yellows and golds. 

A stray white Huskio pu^, bogging for 
a free handout, reminded us of Mt . 
Hunger's reputation; our growling 
stomachs told us that it was time for 
lunch! 

Descending was much easier and a 
dolight. Many leaves had already 
dropped. Their scuffing and rich odor 
brought us to the realization that fall 
had quietly slipped in and was discreet- 
ly slipping away. 

Rachael, Maurri, and Lou joined my 
family for an informal dinner in Stowe. 
Many a tale was told, which topped off 
a warm and relaxing day. 

I'd be more than willing to lead 
another hike--perhaps in the spring. 
Perhans Lou, Maurri or Rachael can 
entice more of you up! 

Krisanne Rico 


x niL- j-1-iK.u , uct, ±d.. nvo adults and 
Mr. "Schmidt’ s delightful two year old 
made the trip to Silver Lake--the little 
girl via back rack. By shotting a car 
at Lake Dunmoro we were able to make 
the circle from Routo 73 down by the 
Ralls of Lana, always worth a visit. 

It was interesting to find that the 
| rath from Rte. 73, unsigned and unnamed 
last summer, now has a Forost Service 
sign at the road and has been named the 
: 'L icestar Hollow Trail.” This trail 
I fellows a narrow valley well supplied 
with large boulders--a more attractive 
route than the route from the narking 
lot off the Goshen-Ripton Road. The 
trail from Lake Dunmore has also been 
graded. The only "fly” in the day's 
xnlmont was tho car, that, in snito of 
signs and gates, had managed to get in 
with a camping nartyl I wonder if they 
Tilt the heat from our combined height- 
ened blood-pressure I 

In spito of the car, though, it was a 
Mery -loasant trip to a very scenic * 
br .a. 

Doris Newton 

C ^rod Dish Sunder , Oct. 19. The sup- 
per *as held this year at Tamarack 

! io c’n . It being a cool day and the 
.tin being already warmed up for Girl 
>cout training, it was held in the 
tetany Cabin--a bit snug but certainly 
|mor~ comfortable than the fireniace 
could have gotten tho Lodge in a couple 
of hours. 

A few hearty souls came early and 
ook a hike along a beautiful old road 
lulgh above tho east side of the Cold 
Ivlver which came out at an old favorite 
--McLaughlin's Palls. We wished there 
Ihc.d teen time to noke around some old 
: a -• ms along the way--a row of maples 
I sic ng tho road wore estimated to be 
1:0-100 years old. We returned to camp 
o.. the Whoolerville Rd. past a small 
||l cemetary dating back about 100 
r ".rs when this land was all small hill 
arms-- just before tho great migration. 
When we arrived back at canm, most of 
ho others had arrived, the food was 
"read before us and all enjoyed what 
| ad been provided by the various 
| eonle. It is continually a source of 
r mazer-ont to me that we end up with as 
Loll balanced a meal with so little 
Hoard i nation- -but we always seem to'. 

■ The Bennett Bells were welcome old 
papas that we hadn't seen for some 
t me . 


uia mny , Nov. 2. Pame 3 

This mountain, located in the 
Curtis Hollow area south of Bridge- 
water, got its name from the fact 
that during the 187O-80 sheep raisin" 
period the whol- mountain was bare. 

As years went by the forests grew back 
and now from the valley the summit 
looks completely covered. 

On a cool, clear November day, Carl, 
Mauri, Rachael, Anna, Harold, John 
Hughes and Churchill started our hike 
with very little knowledge of what to 
do or where to go. With a lot of 
discussion, help from tho topo map 
and advice from a friondly logger, 
we went tho right way. As we passed 
what we thought was the last water 
another lively discussion about stop- 
ping for lunch ensued. Some said, ” v 
coffee, eat at tho top," others, "Let ' s 
havo coffoo.” Also would wo got too 
lazy after lunch and not bo out of 
the woods by dark. Finally, c ’foe won. 

After lunch wo continued on a wood 
road, and only about tho last half 
milo was bushwhacking necessary. As 
wo broke out on tho summit it was 
onen, with grass and ledge combining 
to give a 36O 0 view. Mt . Monadnock, 
Ascutnoy, the main Greon Mt . Range 
wore all visible. 

A steep drop along an old stone 
fonco soon brought us to tho wood 
road and our cars. 

It would bo moro enjoyable if more 
folks wore able to go on those trips 
and onjoy tho fresh air and sunshine, 
but we can always hope that as time 
goes by our section will bo better 
known . 

According to tho topo,an approach 
from the east would bo about 1 mile 
with an 800' rise in elevation as 
compared with 1 3/4 mi. and 1200* rise 
the way we wont. It will bo intore t- 
ing to explore tho eastern hiko next- 
time . 

Churchill Scott 

Bast Mountain , Nov. 10. About 50 hikers 
led by Joe Valiquette hiked East I A . 
in Mendon and placed a flag on the 
summit in memory of Harold Valiquett 
who was a very active mombor of the 
Groen Mt. Club. East Mt . was said to 
be his favorite spot . 

A motorcado of about 10 cars trans- 
ported the group up Klllington Avenu.. 
and around the mountain to tho qo.cc 
side. The climb was fairly easy arid 


Janet Martin 


we made it to the top in about an hour. 
Although the valley was hazy the view 
from the summit was beautiful. Below 
us we could see all of Rutland area, 
and off in the distance the Adirondicks 

The hike took about 2 l/2 hours in 
all with time out for coffee and a 
snack. All in all it was a fine day and 
everyone enjoyed the hiko. 

Wo wore very pleased to find an article 
and Pictures of our hike in the Vermont 
Sunday News dated November 2l|. 

Eileen Valiquetto 

Mt . Independence , Nov. 22. Five members 
mot at Koltonski’s fire station and 
later drovo to Mt . Independence ontrance 
for a hike . Some snow had fallen so it 
wasn’t easy to follow the various 
routes, yet we were able to find the 
monuments and the Horseshoe Battery 
site. Members enjoyed their lunch at 
the edge of Lake Champlain. While 
'of fee boiled some of the members read 
about the background of the historical 
site --the book was Mt . Independence , 
sy Joseph Wheeler. A? new book will be 
forthcoming which will contain addition- 
al historical facts about this side as 
*ell as marked trails. 

Rachael Charland 

^ox Lot, or A Tale of the Throe Little 
[ittor ,3 7~T)'oc. 7 ~* It was - good to see ' 
lauri here at the nark to lead the hike 
|p to the Fox Lot. Mauri, Harold, Pam, 
Jarl, *Jim, Rachael, Wes, Carol and 
Churchill spotted cars at ‘the Rte. 100 
mossing, drove up Lincoln Hill past 
.ho Adams farm where wo saw the large 
'ats to be used on the Saltash Mt. 
naple syrup project which will be one 
of the world’s largest. 

We narked on the Lottery Road, walked 
» ast the Shrewsbury Town House, or Poor 
1'arm, and to the height of land. Here 
is turned west, btishwhacked about l/2 mi. 

< assing by many tracks (deer, rabbit, 

: Ox, bobcat, porkie and numerous smaller 
£ame). At last wo broke out to an open 
£ rea whore a beautiful view was obtained. 
10 the south, Stratton, Dorset, West 
ler.rick, Handley, North Bldodroot , and 
Carmel could be seen. 

A long, hard cross country walk finally 
ended "on the Ezra Olivdr Road about 
Clarendon Shelter Some detoured past an 
old family burial ground, the Adams 
bpmostead, a dam and mill site. 
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After eating a late lunch^in com>- 
nany with a group of boys and loaders 
from Gardiner, Mass., we headed for 
home . 

The last carload took time out to 
visit the now bridge over Mill River 
and one can ask this group more 
about the parable of the Threo Little 
Kittens, if interested. 

Churchill Scott 

i 

KILLINGTON SECTI0N HISTORY STARTED 

Efforts to compile historical In- 
formation on the life of the Killing- 
ton Section began at a December 
mooting with Past President Craigue 
Porkins, his wife Mary, Sec.-Treas. 
Churchill Scott and Trustee Terry 
Gulick during which recollections and 
questions were listed. The gathering 
was in response to G.M.C. Historian 
Ralph Bryant who is coordinating work 
on a History of the Club and its 
Sections . 

Armed with Craigue’ s complete set 
of Smoko & Blazes (Sopt. 1947 -Dec. 
19741; FiTs guide books and notes, 
Torry has the awesome task of putting 
together material for inclusion in 
the G.M.C. History. Needed still, 
however, is documentary or first hand 
knowledge. of tho Section’s origins 
and early 'yoars (1912? to 1917 or 
later) . 

Anyone having information, papors, 
and interesting stories about tho * 
Killington Section may ‘correspond 
with Torry Gulick, RFD 1, Springfield, 
or Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St., 
Rutland. # 

Possibly tho story of the Blue 
Triangle Camp and its travels will be 
included as well as mention of th„ 
famous coffee pot and tho debate 
between tho "scourers" and "non- 
scourers . " 

Terry Gulick 

KILLING!' .ON SECTION TRAILS REPORT 

During the summer duf e*ntiro 
section was checked by various mem- 
bers and pronounced in good shape. 

The opinion of many hikers was ob- 
tained and found favorable as were 
many notes left in rogidtors. Several 
called it the best maintained section 


an utio sxate. Tno following aro from 
my notes. 

Anril 20 , 21 . Mauri Winturri checkod 
trail and painted ^lazos from 103 to 
Beacon Hill. 

(Work parties on May 4 and 18 have 
already been reported on in Smoke £ 
Blazes . ) 

"the trash barrel at tho Upper Cold 
River road was checked and emptied a 
number of times. Seems these barrels 
are always full. 

May 26. Sherwin Start dug a now out- 
house -'it at Tuckor-Johnson and between 
5/30 and 6/5 ho chocked and cleared 
trail from Shorburno Pass to Cooper 
Lodge . 

On July 3, 14, and 15, Ardoll Blood 
and I checkod the trail from Sherburne 
Pass to Tamarack Sholtor, and then tho 
Shrewsbury trail to Northam. This 
latter trail needs somo cloaring, but 
tho Farm and Wilderness Cam*' havo 
assumed resnonsibility for this area. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Harold Howard 

OUTING SCHEDULE, SPRING cj SUITER, 1975 

Although we have had a number of 
offers to lead hikes, we hope to have 
Imoro folks willing to take us to new 
1 areas. Suggestions hav . boon wade for 
3-^ay weekend End-to-Bnd trips, hikes 
lin tho White and Adirondack ilts., and 
even up to Katahdin and Baxtcp State 
Park . 

Lot * 1 s all come prepare^ to discuss 
It he possibilities at our Annual Meeting 
on Saturday, Jan. 10. 


0 VAR LOADED SHELTERS 5 

The following letter from Frank 
Bequa^rt, 44 Bertwell Rd., Lexington, 

.IA 02173 > should be of concern to 
Section iembers. 

"I thought that you might be inter- 
ested in my experience in hikin'-* the 
Killington Section in late May of this 
year pa^ti cular«lv in relation to your 
article in the last Lon'-* Trail Haws. 
Three boys and myself hike - ’ from i ,T a^ 

Tom Notch to Sherburne Pass on Nay 24 
through ?7 of this veap. On the wav 
we pan into a lar^e number of Boy 
Scouts. At Gov. Clement Shelter we 
found the Shelter completely full of 
Scouts arid had .to camp outside. Appar- 
ently this appearance 0.' the scouts is 
a meanly event (or so I p-atherc 1 from 
the leaders 1 talked to). One p-roup 
starts at Sherburne Pass and heads 
south and tho othep stapts just south 
of Greenwall and heads north. They all 
met in the middle (probably about 20 of 
them) at Gov. Clement Shelter. The 
scouts "iro from somewhere in New York. 

Other than the fact that they Banned 
their tri' so they totally overloaded 
one shelter, 1 had no real complaint 
about them. The boys seemed pretty 
well behaved and the leadepship okay 
(althoup-h 1 would, have had ^ore leaders 
per group.) 1 just felt you should be 
aware that this operation goes on in 
your Section ovep Memorial Bay weekend. 

Let ’e add that we foun' 1 the tpail in 
rood shape * and "vary easy to follow in 
your Section, parti culaply the ropoute 
over 1(1 .Hi np-ton. 


)BA r )LIITS FOR NEXT IS SUB OF SMOKE *■ ELAZ5S IS ? ARCH 15. Send news to ?*rs. 
i’rances K. Roberts, 2 Hill r lace, S-rin^f iel^ Vt . , 051^^ by that -'ato. 


We need your help to plan activities for the cornin' 1 - year. Please fill 
out this form, tear off and brinp- to the Annual Meeting or send to 
Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt . 05701. 

1 am interested in takinr part in the following: (Please check) 


Hikes 


vr 0 pk on trails and shelters 


Social Events 


Suggestions for 1975 hikes: 


Are you willing to lead a hike? If so, what date do you -'refer? 
Il'Iame Tele. 


Address 



'IGCS 
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COMING OUTINGS 

Note: Koltonski Fire Station where 

hikers meet is adjacent to Main St. 
(Rte. 7 ) Park in Rutland. 

Sat., Mar. 29, 6 o.m., SUGAR -ON -SNOW 
tTni versalist-Unitarian Church. Watch 
papers for details. 


Sat., April 12. 9 a.m. . ECH O AMPHI- 

THBAlER , Anne Mausolff, Lead 


er. Meet 

at the fire station. Anne has offered 
to lead this hike to an interesting 
area on the old Elbow Road that few 
people know about. This may be the 
mud season, so let’s wear appropriate 
footwear and warm clothing, and bring 
a good lunch. 

rSun. April 25-27. JAY PEAK AREA, 
Kim and Churchill Scott, Leaders. This 
is a trio Planned to help End-to-End 
hikers get over the northern part of 
the Long Trail, especially Wes. If too 
much snow, there are a number of lower 
areas to 
turnout . 


cover. Let’s have a good 


Sun., May 1+, 10 a.m., WALLACE LEDGE , 
Robert Gibbs, Leader. This is a ney 
area for most of us, and Mr. Gibbs 
states that very interesting rocl 
crysbsis and spring flowers sJ>erClld be 
found. T+iia is an easy waXKwith good 
view!a-pf theNt^aconic Mts/and the 
Adirojfto&dt^ Mb«^ flrs>T at the fire 
stati 


DER RYBROC 

ave,a' sizeahZe "O 
ree^efay KilJ^ngton' / 
or^nose wire have not 
n treat and 

well worth the 
t our Section's 


rl . -Sun. , WRjL 9. 
opefully, we' s 
turnout for this 
section affair. 

?een there, yo£a 
;he exoerience~w; 
rip. It was vote 

. mnual Meeting to ass'&sts^each person 
or each day they attend, 
o cover rental expense. A'^ommittee 
with helpers will prepare anc^eerve all 
neals, and it was also agreed ak the 
J.nnual Meeting that the cost of\ie 
ood to each individual will 
n the number of days attending o 


meals eaten. To help us plan for this 
event will you please fill in the form 
AT THE BOTTOM OF THE LAST PAGE OF THIS 
ISSUE no later than May 1. 

Sat., May 17, 10 a.m., WORK PARTY, 
Sherwin start. Leader. There Is so 
very much to do in the spring in 
order to get the trails and shelters 
ready for the hiking season that 
Mr. Start will need all the help he 
can got. Let’s all of us get out and 
do just as much as we can. Volunteers 
should meet at the firo station. 

Sat., May 2k, G.M'.C . ANNUAL MEETING, 
Waterbury, Vt. 


Sun., June 8,8 a.m., ABBEY POND , 
Anne Hoover /Leader . This area was 
the news recently because VELCO 
wanted to develop it. An/feasy 5.5 
mile hike. Miss Hoover hap kindly 
offered to lead this tj|ike(j[a joint- 
one with folks tryin, 

Breadloaf Section) . 
su gge sted joint hike 
so now is 

see if we 
practice . 
to Abb^r Po 


In 


[to rorm ,& 
ny foils have 
with other 
good Mme to 
an^ really put th*i£r into 
' s have a big group go 
meeting first at the 


fire station. 

Sat., June*"TI; , 9 a.m., VERMONT'S 

^TO'ERim ,^ Ly£ Bro 0 k~*Trail , 

Fob E ey, tender. Rob will be home 
from college ty this time and he has 
offerod to lef.d us on a repetition of 
the first hik* he went on with the 
Killington Section, so wo must all 
holp^hixn^eljfebrate . Hikors should 
merot 1 at the/fire station. 

Sun., JuiyS 29, 1 r.m., WALLINGFORD 
P 0Kb , ' We6 West on, Loader. Watch the 
papera/ror details on this hike as 
thejrate approaches. 





^ u MBSSA0S 

Following the annual meeting on 


Jan. 18, a meeting of the Killington 
Section Board was held at the home of 


the past president, Wilbur Weston, and 
the following officers were elected for 

1975: 

Pres., Janet Martin, 7 Curtis A ve., 
Rutland 

V. Pres., Ian Wark, Woodstock 

Stage, Kay’s Cabins, Rutland 

Sec.-Treas., W. Churchill Scott, 

132 Manle St., Rutland 

The first action of your new officers 
was to set un a new hike schedule for 
Snring and Summer, 1975. We wish to 
thank all those who made suggestions. 

In fact, we had so many good ideas a 
few will have to wait for early fall! 

9n the new schedule you will note 
that we have tried to have a variety of 
activities, old favorites and some 
brand new ones. 

One innovation was to schedule two 
shorter Sunday afternoon hikes. An- 
other was a three-day backpacking trio 
for aspiring end-to-enders . Also 
scheduled are three day-trips to com- 
plete definite sections of the Long 
Trail. 

You will also note that from mid-May 
to mid-June we have indicated work 
parties between scheduled hikes. We 
hone if you are available to work on 
any of these dates that you will con- 
tact either Sherwin Start (Tel. 775- 
3193) , Trails Chairman, or Paul Howard 
(773-3948 ) } Shelters Chairman. We must 
depend on you, the members, to carry 
out this necessary work. 

Please note that current (1974) 
memberships are considered delinquent 
after April 1, so won’t you send your 
dues in to Churchill right now while 
you are thinking about it--it’s so 
easy to let it lanse.’ 

Janet Martin, Pros. 

ANNUAL MEETING REPORT 

The Annual Meeting of the Killington 
Section of the Green MT . Club was held 
on Saturday, Jan. l8, 1975, at the 
Universalist-TJnitarian Church. In 
snite of a hard mid-winter blizzard, a 
total of 35 neonle attended, including 
members from Clarendon, West Pawlet 
and Springfield. 

Pres. Weston opened the meeting with 
a word of appreciation for the large 
attendance in snite of the very poor 
weather . 

The Secretary and Treasurer’s reports 


were read and accented with the pro- 
vision that $65 of Smoke and Blazes 
expenses be carried over to 19 7.5 for 
that amount was spent for supplies to 
use during the current year. 

Trails Chairman, Sherwin Start, re- 
ported that all trails are in good 
condition and that he has received 
many reports that our Section has 
excellent trails. Ho stated, however, 
that a few snots could still be im- 
proved. 

Pres. Weston suggested that whenever 
committee chairmen need help with 
various projects, they should not hesi 
tate to ask other members for assist- 
ance . 

Lou Catozzi read a very 
complete report of maintenance work 
done by Shelter Chairman, Paul Howard, 
who was unable to attend due to his 
doctor’s orders. 

Janet Martin spoke for the Entertain- 
ment Committee, mentioning their work 
on Covered Dish Supper, Sugar-on-Snow 
Party, and Annual Meeting. 

Thelma Valiquette told of the Mem- 
bership Committee's work In sending 
out a dues reminder on April 1. Wes 
suggested that it be done again. 

Prances Roberts, Smoke and Blazes 
editor, expressed thanks for the 
many contributors, and stressed the 
importance of meeting deadlines. 

Mr. Weston spoke about the attempt 
of the Main Club to take over the 
business and affairs of the Sections. 

Ho also rerortod on the construction 
of Brugmann Bridge and the difficulty 
of obtaining a protective fence. 

Richard Roberts suggested a By-law 
change to appoint a nominating committe 
six months prior to the Annual Meeting. 
This will be recommended by the Board 
of Directors and submitted next year. 
Betty Weeks agreed to chair the Nomin- 
ating Committee. 

Jim Frink made a motion to delete 
the second sentence in Art. V of the 
By-laws. Janet Martin seconded and it 
was so voted. This will allow direct- 
ors to serve more than two terms. 

The By-law change to call the Annual 
Meeting on the third Saturday in Janus- * 
ary was discussed. This change was 
not voted affirmatively as it was 
decided that publication of the Annual 
Meeting date in the Pall and Winter 
Schedule would give sufficient advance 
notice, and allow more flexibility in 
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calling a meeting in case of inclement 
weather . 

Pres. Weston read a letter describing 
the charges, facilities, and activities 
at Derry Brook, located near London- 
derry, and it was decided to schedule 
a weekend trio there on May 7-9. 

Terry Gulick spoke about the proposed 
history of GMC being compiled by Ralnh 
Bryant and the part each Section must 
take in writing up its own history. He 
told of looking over the complete set 
of Smoke and Blazes issues that Craigue 
and Mary Perkins possess along with 
many old Guide Books. He also asked 
for more information about the Tin 
Shelter on Killington Peak, Blue Tri- 
angles history, and how our Section got 
its name. 

Pres. Weston discussed the New England 
Trails Conference to be held Sat., Afr. 
5, at Worcester, Mass. George Pearl- 
stein explained about this good oppor- 
tunity to learn more about other New 
England Outing Clubs, their aims and 
objectives, and to view various ex- 
hibits. 

Betty Weeks submitted the names of 
Janet Martin, Paul Howard, Sr., and 
Ian Wark to serve on the Board of Dir- 
ectors. Janet will be serving a 
second term; Paul and Ian are replacing 
Frederica Welch and Dr. Howard. Rich- 
ard Roberts seconded the nomination and 
it was passed. 

Pres. Weston spoke of the Channel 3 
news film of the Brugmann Bridge dedi- 
cation which we had hoped to show. 

He also spoke of the great amount of 
time and effort given to the job of 
being president of our Section. In 
conclusion, Pres. Weston was given a 
standing ovation for the very £ood 
work he has done during the two terms 
he has served as president. 

The ladies deserve our '.thanks for the 
tasty refreshments and an enjoyable 
social hour. Entertainment followed 
with Mr. Louis Rousseau calling square 
dances and polkas. 

Churchill Scott 
Sec.-Treas. 

DIRECTORS* MEETING 

A Board of Directors meeting was held 
of Feb. 8 at the home of Wilbur Weston. 
Present were Mrs. Weston, Ian Wark, 

Paul Howard, Janet Martin, Vera Perkins 
and Churchill Scott. Cynthia Keyes was 


a guest. 

Discussion was conducted about the 
proposal by Richard Roberts to amend 
the By-laws in regard to nominating 
candidates for the Board of Directors 
i.e., to appoint a nominating committ* 
Janet Martin made a motion, seconded 
by Vera Perkins, that a nominating 
committee of three members be elected 
at the Annual Meeting to serve for ont 
year. 

Wes snoke of the advantages of try- 
ing to find a few minutes at the Annm 
Meeting for all directors to get 
together and choose officers so they 
may be announced. 

It was voted to donate $10 to the 
Tamarack Notch-Aitken Forest Associa- 
tion and to submit to the Association 
the names of editor of Smoke and Blaze 
and the Secretary-Treasurer for in- 
clusion on their mailing list. 

First Aid supplies were discussed, 
and it was finally thought best to nut 
together kits' of our own. Cynthia 
Keyes donated a very sturdy and suit- 
able metal container. 

Wes mentioned a rummage sale as a 
possible way to make money. He also 
sroke of having someone act as custo- 
dian of supplies and equipment. 

Ian Wark distributed copies of 
Killington-Pico newspaper, published 
every other week with news of interest 
to everyone. Ian suggested that in 
line with the appeal by Wes for more 
publicity for the GMC and Killington 
Section, that we submit articles to 
this newsnaner explaining our history, 
aims and activities. 

Wes spoke about the increasing 
pressure of the Main Club to run the 
affairs of the Sections, giving such 
examples as the Mill River Bridge 
incident and the withholding of infor- 
mation regarding a caretaker at 
Cooner Lodge. 

Also, he said that Mrs. LeBlanc is 
concerned about having snowmobilers 
cut brush and limbs to build bridges 
in the old Buffum area with the re- 
sulting possibility of flooding in the 
spring. 

A deposit has been made for Derry 
Brook outing on May 9-11, and Cynthia 
Keyes has offered to cook and purchase 
supplies with help from others. It is 
hoped that we can follow the example 
of our past Winter Weekends with work 
details set up for cooking, setting 
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'rabies , serving, cleaning un and wash- 
ing. It was suggested that an advance 
be made for food to take advantage of 
sales. Also that the deadline for 
reservations bo May 1 with a form 
printed in the next Smoke and Blazes . 

The meeting was adjourned and a very 
Pleasant social hour followed with Mr. 
and Mrs. Weston serving many delicious 
snacks. Once again we are very grate- 
'ul for their hospitality. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. Churchill Scott 
Secretary 


DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES 


Dues are payable on or before April 1 
and should be mailed or given to W. 
Churchill Scott, Treasurer, 132 Maple 
St., Rutland, Vt. 05701. The dues are 


Adult 

.00 Section 
1.50 Main Club 

$ 4.50 

Family Jr. 

SO. 00 Section 
.75 Main Club 

$ .75 


Spouse 

ipTTbO” Section 
1.50 Main Club 
$3.50 

Single Jr. 
tjl.Ob Section 
.75 Main Club 
$1.75 


Senior Citizen 
$1.00 Section 
1.50 Main Club 

$2.50 


DUE APRIL 1 DUE APRIL 1 DUE APRIL 1 


THANKS 


We all want to thank Miss Eleanor 
V/alker for the gift of a nii Tiber of 
copies of the Long Trail News issued 
during 1941-1945. Those aro in the 
form of a booklet about 5"X6" , with a 
number of photographs. It is very 
interesting to see the changes through- 
out the years of the LTN . 

Also, thanks to James Prink we have a 
pair of asbestos gloves which will 
always accompany our "Old Faithful" 
coffee not. These will provide a 
welcome relief from the burned fingers, 
scorched mittens and frayed nerves of 
the past. 


Cynthia Keyes must also be thanked 
for her gift of a new coffee not which 
could almost be a sister to our old 
one for its color, size and style are 
almost identical. We only hope that 
it will cover as much ground, last as 
long and be able to tell as many 
stories. Records indicate that the olr 
pot was purchased at W. C. Landon's 
Nov. 4, 1938, for $1.50. 

W. Churchill Scott 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Our Section expresses appreciation 
for donations from Mr. and Mrs. Fa 1 - ' ; .k 
Cahoe, Mr. and Mrs. Wilman Day, Mrs. 
Harriot Bryant, Miss Doris Newton, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Roberts 


HIKE REPORTS 

Moon li ght Hike, Johnson Shelter , Dec. 
2D . ~ The mo'onlin-ht hike to Johnson 
Shelter had few things "Gin" for it, 
but no one seemed unduly disheartened. 
Two different tines to meet at Kolton- 
ski's Pire Station were publicized, 

4 p.m. in the newspapers, and 7 r '.m. 
on the Hike Schedule. The result was 
that one "roup started in just as the 
earlier one arrived back at the park- 
in" area. This was o.k., though, 
because the nirht was cold and raw, 
and the total number couldn't possibly 
have kept warm around the fire. 

Amazingly enough, the timing was 
right for those going-inners and 
coming-outers who otherwise might have 
collided on that overcast night . Any- 
one who has tried to X-C ski on the 
Long Trail in the dark can appreciate 
that . 

What all this points up is the fact 
that when we go out on Killington 
Section outings, we have fun, in spite 
of nor'easters (and we’ve hiked in 
them), '-'eculiar tastinr water (and 
we’ve drunk it), smoke in our eyes, 
and moonless "moonlight" hikes. The 
only thing that isn't fun is when no 
one turns out for them. 

F. Roberts 

^uddl e dock Ski Area , Jan. 12. fuddle - 
dock" Ski Touring Trails in the Gran- 
ville Gulf State Reservation on 
January 12 saw 13 hi kers-skiers- 
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snowshoera travel along the un^lowed 
road na3t beaver ^onds and deer winter 
yards. At Kendell Brook a bonfire was 
built, the coffee ^ot was suspended, 
fron a trirod over the fire, and soon 
hot chocolate, coffee and tea com- 
bined with rood conversations and 
reunions. Carl ^arsons and Phil Wood- 
bury renewed their acquaintance from 
the 1930's when they were members of 
the Civilian Conservation Cores. 

Betty Staeck 

^iney Hollow Area, Plymouth , Jan. 2 %. 
Jim Prink, Lou Catozzi, Bob Birtdis- 
combe, Rachel Charland and Churchill 
Scott, all' hardy souls, gathered at 
Main St. ^ark in s->ite of freezing 
rain and forecast of worse weather. 
Harold Borers arrived with word of 
Rte. 7 north closed and a 2^-car nile 
ue over Sherburne Pass. Guess that 
was too much for Harold. 

After a long discussion, wo <; sided 
to find a geological formation on 
Boardman Hill. Jim drove us all over 
the Hill, down to Chinnenhook, down 
Walker Mountain, alonrr the West Creek 
road almost to Wallingford where Jim 
pointed out a very nretty ice moun- 
tain made by a stream from a broken 
water nine. By the time we arrived 
back in Rutland, the rain had stonoed 
and Rte. 4 oi'ene^. 

Wo drove to Plymouth but soon the 
rain began again, and increased as the 
day wore on. Parking at the old CCC 
area, we <-alked un the V/hetstone Brook 
road for one mile to the shelter, and 
soon we 'were enjoying a n-cod, hearty 
meal and hot drinks. 

After a short trim to a surface 
granite quarry which furnished stone 
for the Smithsonian Institute, we 
returned to the car, nretty well 
soaked to the skin. 

Even though the weather was noor, 
everyone had a rood and enjoyable day, 
ar.^ already we are looking forward to 
the next hike. 

Churchill Scott 

Gcv. Clement Shelter , Feb. 9. We all 
mot at iao intersection of a wood road 
and the Unpor Cold River Road. We 
hiked, snov. hoed and skied to the Gov. 
Clement Shelter. Six of the groun of 
l8 were >-n cross country skiis and 
they we nt on ahead and went a few 


miles beyond the shelter, then back .to 
the shelter. 

Six of the prou^ were on snowshoes 
and the third prou-> of six hiked. 

Due to the racking of the snow by 
many snowmobiles, the trail was in 
excellent condition for all ty~es of 
locomotion . 

Despite the lack of water because 
of cold, it was necessary to melt 
snow to make the coffee, etc., and it 
took a relatively short time to ^et 
plenty of hot water. Firewood was 
scarce because of 18" to 24 " of snow 
cover. 

Everyone had a pood lunch standi nrr 
around, the fire, and all seemed to 
enjoy the hike very much. 

Carl 0. Parsons 

Northam Picnic Area , Peb. 23 . In 
snite of threatening skies, 23 ski 
tourers, snowshoers, hikers, and one 
do^ made the trio fron North Shrews- 
bury to the Pavilion in the Northam 
area of the Coolidpe State Park. 

Leavinp our cars at the sand ^ile 
above Pierce's store, we wore surprise 
to find tne road plowed about a mile 
further. Skiing was pood on the snow- 
mobile trail from there to the shelter 
Even the skiers had to hustle to keen 
up with Jim Prink on his snowshoes. 

Soon a roarin^ fire was molting sr, ./ 
for coffee in the new coffee not. The 
larre shelter with stone firenlace mad 
thi3 a very comfortable nlace for a 
rroun of this size to eat lunch. All 
too soon the snowshoers and hikers 
from Rutland headed back down to their 
cars. Twelve adventuresome skiers 
from the Springfield area continued on 
trust! nrr to compasses and mans to find 
their way down an unexnlored route. 
Leavinp the road on a snowmobile trail 
we skied un and down over moguls for 
another 2 l/2 mi. before coming to the 
old Northam-Plymouth Road. The trail 
led through mixed hardwoods over the 
shoulder of Burnt Mt . The old road 
was smoother with several brisk down 
hill runs. After another 2 l/2 mi, of 
easy skiing we arrived at North Shrews 
bury. Pleasantly tired after our 
8 mi. ski tour, the cars at the sand 
nile were a welcome sight. 

Betty Weeks 
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Killington Section members as of March 10, 1975: 

Adams, Martha, 46 Roberts Ave., Rutland 05701 
Bell, Bennett, 2 Billings Ave., ” 

Bidd-scombe, Robert, 152 Pearl St., Ant. #5, Rutland 05701 
Billings, Mary, P.o. Box 903, Rutland, 05701 
Bryant, Harriot, P.O. Box 131, Dorset 05251 

Cahee, Hedrick & Christine, 179 Union St., Snringfield 05156 

Carey, Robert, 78 Church St., Rutland 05701 

Carpenter, Robert, West Willington, Conn. 06279 

Chandler, Chinper, 57 Crescent St., Rutland 05701 

Chanman, Carol, 15 31m St., Rutland 05701 

Charland, Rachael, 76 So. Main St., Rutland 05701 

Conlon, George & Diana, RPD #2, Rutland 05701 

Day, Wilman & Virginia, Brockway Mills Road, Springfield 05156 
Fitzgerald, Brian & Michele, RFD, Florence 05744 
Fostman, Ruth, 25 Seabury St., Rutland 05701 
Frink, James, 60 Litchfield Ave., " 

Gulick, Charles, Parker Hill Road, Snringfield 05156 
Hinchey, Minerva, 45 Park St., Rutland 05701 
Howard, Paul, Sr., 70 Allen St. 

Keyes, Cynthia, 57 Crescent St. " 

Maier, Elsie, 280 Fort Washington Ave., New York, N. Y. 10032 

Martin, Jack, Janet, Betsy, Carol, David, Nancy, Tom, 7 Curtis Ave., Rutland 

Newton, Doris, 26 Boutwell Road, Andover, Mass. 0l8l0 

Nickerson, Russell, RFD, Orwell 05760 

Nyiri, Anna, I67 Stratton Road, Rutland 05701 

Parsons, Carl, 170 " " " 

Pearlstein, Goorge, Box 115, West Pawlet 05775 
Perkins, Vera, 2ij.2 S. Main St., Rutland 05701 
Reiner, Albert, Rte. 100, Pittsford 05762 

Roberts, Richard & Frances, 2 Hill Place, Springfield 05156 
Rogers, Harold & Florence, RFD, N. Clarendon 05759 
Russell, Ellen, 33 Thayer St., Providence, R. I., 02906 
Schmidt, Carl, 73 3dgerton St., Rutland 05701 
Scott, W. Churchill & Kim, 132 Manle St., Rutland 05701 
Slusman, Lynee, RFD #1, Pittsford 05763 
Stare, Louis, 9 Angus Ave., Bass River, Mass. 02664 
Valiquette, John & Thomas, Town Line Road, Rutland o5701 
Valiquette, Thelma, 93 Killington Ave. " 

Van Luven, Daniel, 44 Woodstock Ave., Rutland 05701 
Walker, Eleanor, 87 Baxter St., Rutland 05701 
Wark, Ian, Woodstock Stage, " 

Weeks, Lloyd & Elizabeth, 7 Harvard St., Springfield 05156 
Weston, Wilbur & Bailey, 4& Edgerton St., Rutland 05701 
Wintturi, Mauri, 179 High St., Fitchburg, Mass. 01420 
Wilson, Carleton, 9 Harvard St., Rutland 05701 
Woodbury, Philip & Barbara, Box 53, Perkinsville 05l5l 

This is the last issue of Smoke & Blazes to bo sent to 1974 members. Please 
notify W. Churchill Scott, 132 Manle St4, Rutland 05701, if changes should be 
made in any of the above names or addresses. 

-5S- * -K- 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMOKE & BLAZES is June 15. Send news to Frances H. 
Roberts, 2 Hill Place, Snringfield, 'Vt . , 05156, by that date. Would you like 
to have a "Swapper* s" column for hiking equipment? Let us know. Have you 
read any interesting books or articles of interest to hikers? Send in a 
review. We*re looking for ideas and suggestions. Feel free to send them in. 


I 
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1 RBASURER 'S REPORT 
W. C. Scott 


Cash on Hand I/ 1/74 
INCOME: Dues 

Interest 
Gifts 

Herb Ogden Poster Sales 

Total 

EXPENSES: Trails & Shelters 

Smoke & Blazes 
Outings 

Main Club Dues 
Donations 
Postage 

M. Hinchey Day 
Snecial Meeting (Resolution) 
Annual Meeting 
T elenhone 

Secretary's Expense 
Historical Committee 

Total 

Balance 12 / 31/74 


-:{■ 


366.00 

95.12 

35.25 

.10 


167.22 

57.74 

110.61 

109.50 

55.00 

52.60 

20.15 

20.00 
19*29 
10.17 

8.23 

2.50 


$ 2256.87 


496.47 

2753.34 


633.01 

$ 2120.33 


HIKE DATA 

Churchill Scott has come un with some interesting Killington Section statis- 
tics dating from Aug. 18 , 1974 to March 8 , 1975, or from the beginning of our 
new register. 

Number of hikes: 15 

Total miles hiked: 55 

Total number of hikers attending: 225 

Prom available figures, it appears that the number of hikers from the Rutland 
area is about double that of hikers from outside Rutland. 

In the next issue of Smoke & Blazes . Churchill plans to list hike destina- 
tions for the past 10 years or so to get ideas for the Pall and Winter Hike 
Schedule . 

it 

DERRY BROOK WEEKEND (See first page) 

Please fill in the following form and return to either W. P. Weston, 48 Edger- 
ton St., OR to W. Churchill Scott, 132 Manle St.., Rutland, Vt . , 05701, 

N > LATER THAN MAY 1 . Derry Brook is located near Londonderry. 


I/We 

shall 

attend 

the Derry Brook 

Hike. 






No. of persons 


I /tie 

shall 

arrive 

: Pri. 5/9 at 

a.m. 

P.m. 




Sat. 5/10 at 

a.m. 

p.m. 




Sun. 5/ll at 

a.m. 

n.m. 

I/We 

shall 

leave: 

Sat. 5/10 at 

a.m. 

p .m. 




Sun. 5/ll at 

a.m. 

p.m. 


Signature 


Address 


TTeTeT 
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COMING OUTINGS 


Note: Koltonski Fire Station where 

hikers meet is adjacent to Main St. 

(Rte. 7) Park in Rutland. 

Sat.. July 12, 9 a.m., BRANDON GAP TO 
MI. CARMEL . W. Weston, Leader. Let ' s 
all support Wes as he hikes this section 
of the Trail. With this and the next 
one, he will have covered all the way to 
Bolton Lodge. This is not too hard, so 
all should try to go. 

Sun,, July 27. 9 a.m., MT , CARMBL TO 
SHERBURNE PASS, Janet Martin, Leader. 
Janet has offered to take time out from 
her busy summer schedule to lead this 
hike for all aspiring End-to-Enders, so 
let's all show our appreciation. 


CLARK 


00K TR 
ad^r . 

e, 7 
have a 
y will 1 
abroad with 
gets to Boyce 
completed her 
how many can bo 


ti 


he 



Sun. , Aug. 10, 7 a.m. 
l'O R'Ie. 125 . Betty Staeck, 

Please note the starting 
(Suggested by Betty for 
soot cars and hike.) Be 
she is back from her tr 
her husban, Jim. When 
Shelter, Betty will ha 
End-to-End, so lot's se 1 
on hand to congratulate \her . 

j Sun., Aug. 17, 1 o»ra.. BUTTERMILK FALLS . 
[Anna Nyiri, Leader. Anna' has suggo st od ; 
that although Rutland arba nooDle will 
et at Koltonski Fire Station as usual] 
others may wish to meet naac^the Branchf 
rook Restaurant at the junction of - 
to. 103 and 100 North. She alko 
uggasts that hikers wear or brAng 
neakors for walking in the broqki This 
s a very Dretty soot to visit fbr a 
hort afternoon walk. The cool/watel , 
the falls, and many wild flowor]b shquld 
oake this a pleasant trio. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING 

The Directors met at the bforao /of Janet 
lartin with Judi Butterfield, Janet 
lartin, W. Churchill Scott A Shepwin 
Jtart, Vera Perking 
V eston and T. Valfquotte present. 




Janet Martin brought before the 
groun the latest information on the 
Pittsford Ice Caves. She suggested 
asking the Trustcos to mako a donation 
to tho Fund. $28,000 is given as the 
Drlco, now, which lncludos tho house. 
Sherwin Start suggested buying tho 
house first to obtain a parking area 
and as a start for gotting the whole 
area. A motion was made and secondod 
to diroct Trustoos to recommend to 
tho Main Club that they donate to tho 
Pittsford Icq Cave Fund. 

Mr. Koonan, Municipal forestor, 
states that tho Canty Trail up Blue 
Ridgo Mt . has boon lumbored, and troos 
cut within 50 ' of the trail in soito 
of provisions in tho contract to 
provont this. He askod that interested 
sons write to him complaining of 
cutting. 

s has taken over as quartermastor 
is to obtain an ovorsoas packing 
.to to storo material in. Also, ho 
11 stamp all tools with KS-GMC and 
invo a sign-out-sign-in log. The 
argoncy of having an adequate first 
lid supply kit was discussod once 
loro and it was suggested that we try 
o obtain a bolt pack. 

Judi Buttorfiold oxolainod Mr. Poet's 
carotakcr program and how it has 
enlarged this year. Discussion followci 
of tho Carotakor syston in gcnoral, 
and Pico's problems in particular. 

Tho relationship botwcon tho Main 
lub and the Soctions was again 
scussod. Pres. Martin stated that 
Main Club is logally responsible, 
andVthat apathy and tho tendoncy to 
lot Jthings slide in tho Soctions are 
responsible for some of tho Main Club's 
actions. Jan stated that the GMC has 
grown so much that it can no longer 
o ran as it has been in the oast, and 
ach\ yoar moro and more problems are 
cing discovered that years ago we did 
t (pave to doal with. 


W. Chu rchill Scott 
Jecrel 




HIKE REPORTS 

'" cho Amphitheatre, Anri 1 12 . Hikers: 
yiauri Wintturi , RacHcl Char land , 

Churchill Scott, Christopher Mausolff, 
Betty Ward, Lou Catozzi, Jim Prink, 

Carl Schmidt, AnnaNyiri, Carl Parsons . 

It was a glorious day, mild, blue- 
skyod. Wo saw 2 grouos of goeso honking 
north, like a dclicato string of noarls 
glistening against light blue velvet. 

Since the way had been snow-mobilod 
all winter, those walking had no troublo. 
Three wont on skis, another was trying 
out snowshocs mado in a do-it-yourself 
project . 

A lovely lunch site beside a rill soon 
crackled to a wall -made fire and each 
one onjoyod a hot drink of his choice 
plus othor goodies humned in by generous 
fellow Killington Soction hikers. 

A counlo tested somo echoes on the 
middle oond, but tho leader forgot to 
demonstrate tho amazing 360° ochoos of 
bho last Dond. 

Anno Mausolff 

Jay Peak Area , April 25-27. Lato one 
Friday afternoon, Pam Korstnor, Lou 
Catozzi, Rachaol Charland and Churchill 
Scott bogan what should havo been a 
soring hiko on tho Long Trail, but due 
to tho big April 2-3 snowstorm, it turned 
Into a mid-wintor snowshoo trio. 

Making Jay Camp our base, Lou and Pam 
t'.rc let off at tho Sargont farm location 
ac North Troy while Rachael and Churchill 
loft tho car at Rto. 105. After a long 
hard struggle to find tho blazes due to 
deeo snow and a wot, driving blizzard, 
we arrived at the height of land. Pam 
and Lou continued to the car and 
Rachaol and Churchill north tc tho 
border. There it was decided to split 
and Rachaol would travel the sido trail 
oast Journoy* s End camp to tho road 
while the rest picked her un at the 
Sargont Farm. In spito of tho uttor 
exhaustion, Lou prepared the most tasty 
meal that has evor boon devoured on tho 
Long Trail. 

Sunday, Lou was left at Rto. 105 again 
whore wo met Norma Phillips. After 
attending church, Rachaol and Churchill 
returned to Jay Camp whore Pam had 
dccidod to stay for tho day. Hiking 
north on tho trail, we finally ran out 
of blazes and bushwhacked tho rest of 
the way to the ski trails on Jay where 
the wind was ficrco and snow flurries 


hoavy. At last, after a hard, hard 
strugglo , wo roachcd tho summit *of ’ 
Jay Peak about k o.m. Prom the ski 
trail, on tho roturn trin, we found 
tho trail but once again wo ran out 
of blazes, and so bogan bushwhackinj 
to Jay Camp again. 

At last wo sraollcd smoke, next 
heard a shout from Lou who had caugl 
un with us, leaving Norma at Shoot ii 
Star Sholtcr to return to the car. 

Wo finally arrived at camp, had a 
bite to oat, packed up, and loft 
about 7 n.m. with about one gallon 
of gas. For tho noxt half hour wo 
sweated out finding a gas station 
until Rachaol, with hor swoct talk, 
persuaded a man to fill us up. 

Noxt wo visited Rachael’s son and 
family in Dorby whoro thoy asked us 
to snond tho night, for it was a 
long way homo. Wo onjoyod tho 
hospitality of Mr. Kangas and his 
hugo rocroation room. Wo rolled out 
our mattrossos and sleeping bags, 
and snont an enjoyable night. Up at 
5:30 a.m., wo ato and loft, getting 
homo around 9 a.m. in time for tho 
kids to got to school 

A few things wore learned on this 
trip. Goorgc Poarlstein is correct 
whon he 3ays tho Long Trail is not 
for winter hiking. Also, thero arc 
a few noonlo who wear flannel night- 
gowns and woblen night cans to bod 
ovon on tho Trail. 

W. Churchill Scot. 

Abbey Pond. Middlobury , June 8. 

After a slightly confused start, Jim 
Frink, Anna Nyiri and Bob Caroy 
representing Killington, caught up 
with five members of tho Broad Loaf 
Hiking Club. 

After a lot of rain during the 
wook, and a prediction of b0% rain 
Sunday, it was a cheerful hiko 
without a drop of precipitation. 

The cascades along the trail were 
also cheorful with a groat deal of 
water coming down tho mountain. 

First find was a mushroom wo think 
was a Polaporus sulphurous ; howevor, 
the book said it appeared from Aug- 
ust to Novombor. Tho leader took 
it home, but was unable to identify 
it positively so it wa3 not consumed, 

A snack at Abbey Pond and wo 
decided to look for an old jcco trail 
to tho S.E. which we found and 
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continuod around tho pond. Thorc wo 
found soveral pitcher plants in flower 
which was a real troat. It was a fino 
trio; cool, no rain, and NO MOSQUITOES. 

Anno Hoovor 

Vormont^s Highest Watorfall , Juno li|.. 

1 led. tho hike on June 11; to Vermont’s 
highost waterfall. There woro twelve 
of us. Wo had a bit of trouble finding 
tho Lyo Brook Trail, but once wo got 
going wo had no trouble following it . 

Wo followed the Lye Brook Trail for 2 
miles, boforo turning off and following 
tho switchback of the old logging 
railroad for ono half of a mile . 

Although tho turn Is not marked, it is 
not too difficult to find. You can see 
tho logging railroad on your left, up 
above, boforo you got to whoro i* 
crossos tho Lyo Brook Trail. It looks 
liko a stono wall at first. Whoro it 
crosses tho Lyo Brook Trail, you 
follow it to tho right. Tho Lyo Brook 
Trail bogins at tho bridge on tho Lyo 
Brook Road, just off tho Richvillo 
road. (Note: Sinco tho falls aro 

within tho Lyo Brook Wildornes3, you 
should havo a permit.) 

The falls woro just as spectacular 
as they woro throo years ago. Wo 
estimated thorn to bo 200 to 250 foot 
high. After a good lunch and roading 
tho Vormont Life article about tho 
logging rail road brought in by Wes, 
wo roturnod tho samo way. All in all 
it was a beautiful day in tho woods. 

Robort Caroy 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Our Section oxorossos appreciation 
for donations from Anna Nyiri, Linda 
Rozowicz, Horb Ogdon, Jr., Holon 
Frink, Mrs. Goorgo Kirk, John Nuffort 
and Botty Staock, 

THANKS 

Cynthia Koycs has given us a largo 
numbor of topographical maps which will 
be a big hole in planning a numbor of 
our hikos for tho coming outing 
schedule . Our thanks go to Cynthia 
again. 


ADDITIONAL MEMBERS, Juno 10, 1975 

Borg, Anna, 10 Pleasant St., North 
Clarendon 05759 

Buttorfiold, Judi, II 4.6 Maolo St., 
Rutland 05701 

Catozzi, Louis, 103 Bollovuo Avc, 
Rutland 05701 

Codman, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin, Church Hil] 
Road, Woodstock 05091 
Davios, Jean, Camp Botsy Cox, Fitts- 
ford 05763 

Fish, Mr. & Mrs. Robort, P0 Box 8 l 
Londonderry 05148 
Frink, Holon, 10 Elm St., Randolph 
Gilman, Botty, 212 Adams St., Rutlnnc 
Huntloy, Morris, Roaring Brook Road, 
Killington 05751 

Korstnor, Paraalia, Cold Rivor Road, 
Cuttingsvillo 05738 
Kirk, Mrs. Goorgo (Dorothy), 8 East 
Washington St., Rutland 05701 
Kramer, Mildrod, 6 I 4 .O West 231st St. 

Bronx, N. Y. , 1046 3 
Kramer (jr. raembor) narao not given, 
address samo as abovo 
Lo Blanc, Mary Ellon, RFD, East Wall- 
ingford 05742 

Magoon, Paul and Joffry (jr.), RFD 
#1, Box 475 -A, Springfield 05156 
Mauror, Rick, Box 328, Wildor, 05088 
Mausolff, Anno, Box 145, Weston 05161 
McKirrvhor, Mr. & Mrs. Bradford, 

RFD #2, Vorgonnos 05491 
Morse, William S., Jr., 36 Cottago St 
Rutland 05701 

Mumford, Louiso, Easy St., RFD #1, 
Rutland 05701 

Nuffort, John, 453 Victor Way, Wycoff 
N. J. 07481 

Odgon, Horbcrt, Jr., 2525 Alma St., 
Palo Alto, Calif. 94306 
Palon, Mr. & Mrs. Potor, Box I 63 , 
Hurley, N. Y. 12443 
Porkins, Mr. & Mrs. Craiguo, Old Turn 
pike Road, % St ago, Rutland 05701 
Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Robort, 1141 
Culligan Blvd., San Joso, Calif. 
Pulling, Roma, Woodstock Avo., RFD #2 
Rutland 05701 

Purdy, Linda, 220 Adams St., Rutland 
Reynolds, Goorgo, 8 Hillcrcst Road, 
Springfield 05156 
Ralston, Mr. & Mrs. Bon, Gifford 
Woods Stato Park, Killington 05751 
Roulicr, Bottina, 25 Piodmont Parkway 
Rutland 05701 

Rozowicz, Linda, 562 Wost 193rd St. 
New York, N. Y. 10040 


Staeck, Botty, Killington 05701 
Start, Shcrwin, 18 Pino St., Rutland 
Unsworth, Karon, i^.5 North Main St., 
Art . #2, Rutland 05701 
Wolch, Frodorica, $ Woodstock Stage, 
Rutland 05701 

Wellman, Mary Louiso, RFD, Poult noy 

HIKE DATA 


Churchill Scott has sent in a list of 
rlacos visited and bikes scheduled 
since Sopt. 30, 1967. Tho rurooso of 
this information is to help in schedul- 
ing hikes for the noxt, and futuro, 
Outing Calendars. Members will bo 
surprised, as wore your Editors, at 
tho varioty and number of placos listod. 


Abbey Pond 
Mt . Aeolus 
Mt . Ascutncy 
Baker Poak 
Bald Mt. 

Big Branch 
Bird Mt. 

Bluo Ridgo 
Bourne Pond 
Brown Bridgo 
Burnt Rock Mt . 
Canoe trios 
Camel’ s Humo 
Cantilovcr Rock 
Chataguay 
Coopor Lodge 
Cox Mt . 

Clarendon Lodgo 
Daggett Mt. 

Dorsot Cavo 
East Mt . 

Equinox Mt . 

Fire Hill 
Fox Lot 
Gov. Clcmont 
Grandpa’s Knob 
Groonwall Shelter 
Gulf Sholtcr 
Handley Mt . 

Mt . Hungor 
Lake Willoughby 
Little Rock Pond 
Lyo Brook 
Morck Forest 
Mt . Carmel 
Mt. Herrick 
Mt. Mansfield 
Mt. Monadnock 
Mondon Poak 
McLaughlin 


Moosolamoo 
Natural Bridgo 
Northoast Kingdom 
Mt . Okomo 
Old Baldy 
Pico Poak 
Pico Pond 
Fino Hill 

Pittsford Ico Caves 
Flymouth-to -Northern 
Rattlosnako Lodgo 
Robert Frost Trail 
Rolston’s Rest 
Round Mt . 

Scragg Mt . 
Shrewsbury Poak 
Silver Lako 
Snako Mt. 

Soraorsot Rosorvoir 
Stony Brook 
Stratton Mt . & Pond 
Susio Poak 
Sunnysido 
Tamarack Sholtor 
Taconic Ridgo Trail 
Tinker Brook 
Tinraouth Poak 
Tonguo Mt . 

Tucker Lodgo 
Mt . Washington 

(cancelled) 
Vermont’s Highost 
Waterfall 
Wallingford Pond 
Whoolorvillc Rock 
White Rocks 


WORK PARTIES 

Information on work parties, sched- 
uled and impromptu, have boon ohonod 
in to your Editors. Errors in 
reporting may bo blamed on hasty note 
taking. Anything serious will be 
corrected in tho next issuo of Smoko 
& Blazes . 

Bat . , May 17 . This schodulod work 
party brought out 9 poonlo who, 
roports Wos Woston, cloarod trail 
from Rtc . 103 to Sunnysido, and from 
Rte. llj.0 to tho samo shelter. Some 
blazing was done. 

Sat .^ June 21. An unscheduled, bu 
advcrtizod, work party consisting on] 
of Shcrwin Start and Wos, f ini shod 
tho blazing and did some more cloarir 
from RTE. 103 to Sunnysido. 

Sun , , Juno 22 , Paul Howard called 
in to report on work done at Pico 
Camn. It secm3 that a lettor had bee 
rcccivod from a hikor complaining 
about tho deplorable conditions at 
Pico, so an unscheduled, unadvortizoc 
impromptu work party took off to do 
something about it. After contacting 
Job Brugmann, carotakor at Cooper, 
Wos, Paul and Patrick Howard and thoi 
dog, Rox, and equipment for ropair 
wore taken up by gondola from Rte. 1+ 
to tho top of Killington. They then 
hiked from Coopor to Pico whore they 
put in a hard day repairing, chocking 
and measuring such items as tho wire 
around the bottom of tho sholtor, 
the stove pioo, door latch, and the 
John. 

Paul fools that a groat doal of 
credit should go to the Sherburne 
Coro, for the froo use of their 
gondola for both workors and equip- 
ment. Thoir fino cooperation is 
certainly appreciated. 


# # # 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMOK E & 
BLAZES is Sopt. 15. Send news To 
Mrs .“Francos H. Roborts, 2 Ilill PI., 
Springfield, Vt . 05156 by that date. 
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COMING OUTINGS 

Note: Koltonski Fire Station where 

hikers meet is adjacent to Main St. 
(Rte. 7) Park in Rutland. 

sat.. Oct. MT. CARMEL TO 

SOUTH POND , Leader C. Scott will still 
be employed at Coolidge State Park, so 
it is hoped someone will offer to lead 
this hike. A good chance for members 
to work on their End-to-Snd Award. 


Sun.. Doc. 7. TALL TIMBER. MEND0N-- 
SUFPsTTs6CTl£ . Call Vera TorkTniT 
773 - 29 I 4 .I, for supper reservations at 
tho home of tho Craiguo Perkins' . Oi 
may come as oarly as dosirod, and wa! 
will bo mado to Blue Ridgo, or tho 
Boavor Dam via Elbow Road. Supper 
will bo served at 6 p.m. 


Sat., Doc. 13, 10 a.m., UPPER COLD 
RlTSR RoId TO G67 GLE MT , Loader, 
Paul Roward. Dr. Howard and Ordol 
tiavo just repaired grato and 

Sat . , Oct , 18, 10 a.m., SHREWSBURY PEAK , y^^^oa^firo place of 3 5 odd years of 
Teen Palen, Leader. Tne Palens have / asho^r^dpo can walk to tho camp via 

the old/f'oad or the LT. Meet at 
Kolton/ki Fire Station. 


offered to come from Hurley, N.Y., to 
lead this fall hike from the Northam 
Picnic Pavilion over the peak, down tfa st 
the shelter where there is^a— gffod view 
and water, to Black Sw£«T>whero >cars may 
be spotted, or vico^ora^. Moet at 
Koltonski Fire Sjxftion. 


Sun., Oct. 2( 
MORTAL' R T i 
There is a] 



Sat . . flov .1.9 a.m 
LAKB Lea 



0M NOTCH TO 
harland. 


ITercTTs - a - nlccT fair~walk to cover some 
more pf the LT and perhaps a chanco to 
see tpe location of the Griffith cotta, 
reached by carriage from Danby via tb 
Lake Trail. Moot at tho fire statio 


Sat . , Vov. 8. 1 0 a. m., PLYMOUTH FI 
COHNERSL Loader, frl. Irtintturl. This 'TS" 
an casyywalk through an area rich in 
history tof the\ last cei^ury. Tho dis- 
1 tanco can, bo as long as\^n«^ wishes . 

Meet at t\p fir't station*; 


MOO NLIGHT HI KE 
Loader , 


1 P.m., HyD . VALlQ^SgT E 
Toe Val j/^uel'ie , Loader, 
jays a beautiful view from 
tho summiif of East M? . , so let's all try 
to make /his hike t/5 honor the memory of 
Harold, /and enjoy /his fall trip to his 
favorii/i mountain/ Mcet\at Koltonski ' 3 . 


/ D^ c- . d>^_6 p.m., MOC 

'Lo TICKER 

J. Martin. Note A ho\day of this hike 
ror it was mado/to tak 
the full moo,**': Hikers 

the -T iro -Station} 

Sat,, Doc, 27. 10 a\pi . , 

R. Caroy, Loador. NXthi 


advantage of 
ould moot at 



MYSTCRY HIKE , 
ng catt be 

written about this hiVo for only tho 
loador knows tho destination. \Howove] 
meet at thesfiro station. 

ERROR!' 2RR0R\1 ERROR.' I ERR0I 
in tho F aill & Ja!>ntdr Hike Scbodi 
Tho Pot JuctTSuppor at Tamarack 
and. hiko to Bald Mt . will bo ho! 
Sunday . Sept. 28. Call J. Mart: 
rosorvations, 773-8621. 


IKE REPORT: Sherburne Pass to /South 

nd, July 27 . This hike was scheduled 



to go to Mt. Carmel, but the group 
docidcd this- was going /to be tpo much, 
so clcctpd^o go from sherbur/o Pass 
to *tn P>6nd and dowry to th/ Chitton- 



Roscnvoir . 


Jan Marvcin, Loader 



V. 

IB 


DIRECTORS MEETING 

A Board of Directors meeting was held 
on Saturday, Aug, 16, at the Pinney Hollow 
cottage of Churchill Scott. Janet Martin, 
Vera Perkins, Wilbur Weston, Sherwin 
Start, Rob Carey, Sandy Stare, Peter and 
Teen Palen, the Paul Howards, Jr, and 
Sr., Mauri Wintturi and his friend were 
present . 

Janet read letters from John Nuffort 
and Ralph Bryant, former president and 
current present of the main GMC, respect- 
ively, asking if the Killington Section 
would be willing to tako the responsi- 
bility of maintaining the Brugman Bridge 
over Mill River. She also read a letter 
from A1 St. Peter to Pres. Bryant regard- 
ing the detailed maintenance work of the 
bridge. Pres. Martin said she wrote to 
A1 St. Peter and invited him to the 
meeting so we could learn first hand the 
work involved, but received no reply and 
he was not present. 

Paul Howard was appointed chairman to 
head a committee including Rob Carey and 
Sherwin Start to look into the matter 
more thoroughly. They will study exactly 
what is involved in maintaining the 
bridge if the Killington Section takes 
over in regards to cost, liability and 
amount of work. Paul also spoke of 
water bars and log steps at the bridge 
which were a big improvement, and as far 
as he could see no motor bike3 had been 
there . 

Janet also read a letter from Hans 
Frisch asking for at least two persons 
in each section to act as photographers 
on section activities so that the Main 
Club would have an up-to-date file for 
publicity, news stories and slide 
collections. Lynee Slushman was mentioned 
as one and Janet said she would contact 
her. 

Sherwin Start spoke of the very poor 
attendance on work parties and the fact 
that it is becoming less and less as 
time goes on. Ho listed the many various 
improvements that should be made through- 


out our section of the Trail and 
on the shelters before winter. 
Newspaper ads and articles, radio 
announcements and individual contac 
were mentioned as some of the 
possibilities of interesting more 
people, especially women, who in 
addition to cooking for the work 
parties could do many jobs on the 
trail. He also mentioned the 
article in the latest issue of the 
Long Trail News about what a good 
response the Burlington Section got 
for workers to help rebuild Puffer 
Lodge . 

The rest of the evening was 
devoted to making up a Fall and 
Winter Schedule of outings. This 
schedule has been printed and was 
mailed out to all members on Tues- 
day, Sept. 2. If anyone has not 
received a copy please notify 
W.C. Scott, 132 Maple St., Rutland, 
Vt . 05701 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. Churchill Scott 
Secretary 

OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERS OF THE 
KILLINGTON SECTION OF GMC: 

Work completed as of 9/8/75. 
Blazing from Vt . Rte. 140 to Upper 
Cold River Road. Clearing from 
Vt. Rte. II 4 .O to Upper Cold River 
Road. Thanks to Job Brugman, 
(caretaker at Cooper Lodge this 
summer) the trail from Cooper Lodge 
to Pico Camp has been cleared and 
blazed. Job also did a considerable 
amount of work in starting the 
Jaugernaut Trail relocation. 

More to be accomplished as of 

97577 r ~ 

Long Trail/Appalachian Trail to be 
cleared and blazed from Upper Cold 
River Road to Cooper Lodge, and 
from Pico Camp to Sherburne Pass. 


We need to do some badly needed drainage 
work on several sections of the LT/A1 
and will be getting into some of this 
work this fall, hopefully’.! We are 
also planning to put some puncheon 
foot bridges across a fow wet areas. 

In passing at this time, representing 
and speaking for the ontiro membership, 
w- would like to thank any and all 
parties that so graciously took part in 
the trail work that was done of the LT/A1 
on both sides of the new Clarendon Gorge 
suspension bridge. Thank you!!! 

lho trail is one of the cleanest of 
the whole LT. Wo do, however, need a 
great deal more help than wo have been 
getting. On the 4 trail work parties 
wc have had only 4 people showed up at 
the first, and only 2 on each of tho 
other three. Wo need more help ! 1 1 

Also at thi3 time I would like to 
express my gratitude and that of tho 
Club to Harold Howard and his daughtor- 
in-law, Carla, for thoir invaluable 
assistance in helping yours truly in 
his offorts to keep tho refuse picked 
up. Our hats arc off to you. Also, 
many thanks to Wes Woston, Rob Carey, 

Mauri Wintturi and Paul Howard for their 
offorts far above tho call of duty. 

In parting I would lik3 to make a 
special point of tho fact that I know 
that thore are quite a fow persons in 
tho Killington Section that are physically 
capable of helping us tako care of both 
the shelters and trails, and we desper- 
ately need your assistance. For further 
information call me at 775-3193, or 
call our Shelters Chairman, Paul Howard, 
at 773-6070. 

Ono final note. In case you haven’t 
received the now Fall and Wintor Hiko 
schedule, wo have planned a couple of 
trail maintenance outings, on Sopt. 13- 
14, and tho second on Oct. 4* Ploaso 
pitch in and show that you really care. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Shcrwin A. Start 
Trails Chairman, KSGMC 


CROSS-TALK 

July 9, 1975. After I had made 
arrangements with Frank McCormack, 
manager of Radio Station WHWB in 
Rutland, the GMC was slatod for an 
hour’s broadcast on a talk program 
called ’’Cross-Talk. " 

Rob Carey, Job Brugman and I 
roportod to tho station on tho East 
Proctor Rd. at 9:55 AM. Wo were 
escorted to the broadcasting booth 
by 3d Lloyd and Ed Larson, tho MC ; o 
whore a short discussion was held 
boforo going on tho air. How.vor, 
this wa3 completely unrehearsed, ba 
with tho ability of our two MC’s to 
properly question us duripgthc pro- 
gram, the talk show went smoothly 
without repetitious 00 nvorsation. 

Wo talked about tho GMC in genera! 
and the Killington Section in parti 1 
ular. Rob did an oxcollont job in 
his history of tho club and of tho 
Hikes Program and how it works. I 
was surprised at tho knowledge Rob 
has about tho club and his ability 
to put it across to the listening 
public. I congratulate him. Job 
did a fine job in answering questio: 
about the Caretaker's Program, tho 
hikers he had met in his caretaker 
job, and general knowledge about 
being out there on the trail. 

Rob is an end-to-onder for the 
Long Trail, while Job is an end-to 
ondor on the AT trail. I cannot 
boast on that scoro, for my mileage 
on the trail is not too great. Jot 
told of the 86 year old hiker that 
had finished half tho AT last year 
and was completing the AT this year 

Tho actual $0 minuter that we were 
on the air passed swiftly, and with 
the help of Bd Lloyd and Ed Larson 
we had no difficulty in_ produci r.' • sr 
interesting program for' tho listen 
ers, giving the GMC a boost in thi 
area. 


The manager of Radio Station WHWB has 
been very generous and presented us with 
tapes of the entire program. Any inter- 
ested parties that would like to hear 
this program would be welcome to use the 
tapes. After I am finished with them, 
the tapes will be placed on file at the 
GMC main office on Center St., Rutland. 

Respectfully, 

Paul R. Howard 
Shelter’s Chairman 
Killington Section, GMC 

HERBERT G. OGDEN. JR., of Palo Alto, 
California, haB sent Smoke & Blazes a copy 
interesting and cont rover si aT letter 
written by him to the editor of the Long 
Trail News. Regretfully, lack of space 
permits ns to print excerpts only. 
Killington Section members should be 
sure to read the complete letter when 
it appears in the forthcoming LTN . 

What, one may ask, is wrong 
with seeing the Sections as 
"participants" in "Main Club" 
work? Plenty, I think. To 
begin with, the very words 
"participants" and "Main Club" 
imply that the Sections are 
moroly ancillary organizations 
whose function it is to aid the 
Main Club. On the contrary, it 
seems to mo that the Club has 
long derived its strength from 
the reasonably autonomous 
functioning of Sections which 
were free to sot their policies 
and plan their activities more 
or less as they saw fit, which 
were free to innovate and got 
things done on their own, and 
which benefited from the co- 
ordination provided by the 
President and Trustees -- but 
those Sections did not allow 
that "coordination" to become 
"direction," and they prospered 
in their freedom. 


Now, unfortunately, the 
Sections seem to be losing 
their character as decision- 
making bodies and turning 
into administrative- divisions, 
serving to implement decisions 
by Club leadership. To me, 
this state of affairs is re- 
flected by the id r -a that the 
Sections exist primarily to 
help keep up the trail for 
the Main Club. The important 
decisions about the Trail, 
however, are being increasing- 
ly concentrated at the Main 
of Club level. In my own Soction 
this was pointed up particu- 
larly by tho conduct of the 
Caretaker program, and, more 
prominently, by the Main 
Club's costly reversal of a 
promising local initiative 
on the rebuilding of tho 
Clarendon Gorge Bridge after 
the 1973 flood. 

The opinions expressed above are 
shared by many Killington Section 
members, and have been stated in 
recent editions of Smoke & Blazes. 


CHURCHILL SCOTT has sent in some more 
statistics from KS records. Below 
arc the 10 . best'. •' attended 

activities in recent years. 

2 / 24 / 68 , Spaghetti Suppor at Tall 
Timbers with £l present. 

3/29/69, Sugar-on-Snow Party, £l . 
9/10/72, 60th Anniversary Party at 
Tamarack Notch with 48 present. 
H/lO/74, 3rd H.D. Valiquetto Memor- 
ial Hike to East Mt . , 47 attending. 
3 / 30 / 68 , Sugar-on-Snow Party, 45* 
6/16/74, Pittsford Icc Caves, 37. 
6/l5>/72, Natural Bridge, Lako Emer- 
ald, with 36 prosont. 

12/28/74, Moonlight Hike, Tucker 
Johnson with 36 attending. 


5/15-16/71, Clarendon Remodeling, 32 . 
7/25/70, Canoe Trip, Florence to Bran- 
don, on Otter Creek, with 25 present. 

Churchill concludes that the social 
activities seem to be the most attract- 
ive ! 

NEW MEMBERS to Sept. 15, 1975: 

Abbott, Kevin, 23 Pine St., Springfield, 
Vt., 05156 

Blaskovich, Mrs. W.J., 9 Amhurst Lane, 
Dearborn, Mich. *4.8120 
Britton, John, P.0. Box 911, Rutland 
Chrzanowski, Diane, 79 Plain St. " 
Howard, Paul, Jr., 70 Allen St. 

HIKE REPORTS 

Wallingford Pond, Juno 29. At the outse 
this hike was a problem in frustration. 

I did not know where I was going. After 
several abortive attempts to get the 
propor directions, the ever loyal 
Churchill came to my rescue. On his 
only day off he took me to the starting 
point and I felt better. 

From the Koltonski Fire Station, 19 
hikers in a 7-ca.r cavalcade drove to 
Wallingford, then oast on Rte. II4.O to a 
turn-off, and to our "jump-off" place. 

Soon after wo started hiking, we met 
3 happy hooligans in a dilapidated 
pick-up truck transporting 6 or 7 oil 
drums into the pond area. Their plan 
was to build a houseboat. At one point 
they dropped 3 drums and 1 hooligan, but 
fortunately no one was hurt. 

The day was warm and our hiking time 
was short, about a half hour each way. 
The pond is located in a rather wild 
setting with no camps or cottages that 
wo could sec. Wo sat around, nibbled 
and rapped, and a couplo of "Waltons" 
tried their skills at fishing. 

Our visit was cut short by a fishing 
group that had driven to the pond and 
whoso exit our parked cars prevented. 

Wes Weston, Loader 


Brandon Gap to Carmel, July 12. On 
this hot but clear July day, 7~ Kill- 
ington Section mombors assayed that 
part of the LT from Brandon Gap sout 
to Mt . Carmel, a 9-milc jaunt. 

It began by 5 hikers going to the 
Gap with Jack Martin to await arrival 
of the other 2 who spotted cars at 
the foot of the Now Boston Trail. 

With the kindly assistance of Jim 
Frink, the 2 spotters were driven to 
Brandon Gap where they joined the 
awaiting five. 

As the group prepared to start, Jac 
Martin imparted a bit of sago advice 
diroctod to aspiring end-to-ondors. 

Ho stated that in ordor to provent ar 
"gaps" in hiking tho entire trail, we 
should walk up to where the trail 
crossed the highway from the north 
side to the south sido and cross 
thero. We all complied and did just 
that. Tho trail was very level and 
in good shape so that we jauntily 
took off at a brisk pace. 

Wo did the first mile in a little 
over 20 minutes. As tho day wore on 
we tended to wear out, but only 
slightly. Wo mado one stop for lunch 
and maybe two for rests. Wo wore too 
weary to make tho climb up Carmel and 
loft it at that. Wo met somo hikers 
on route and our group opinod it was 
a day well spent. 

Wes Woston, Loado 

Buttermilk Falls, Aug. 17. Though 
far from a musclo tingling hiko, our 
Sunday afternoon walk to Buttermilk 
Falls did get elovon of us outdoors 
enjoying the rocky scenery of the 
threo uniquo falls separated from 
qach othor by short walks. 

This is a cool spot on a hot day, 
but oar day was too cool for sneaker 
walking in the brook. 

Anna Nyiri 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMOKE & 
BLAZES is Doc. 15. Sond nows to Tirs. 
Prances Roberts, 2 Hill PI., Spring- 
fiold, Vt . 05156 by that date. 


Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the Killington Section, 
Green Mountain Club 
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A Note About Numbers 


Smoke and Blazes started in 1948 as a monthly publication 
and continued so until about 1959 when it became a 
bimonthly. In about 1967 it switched to quarterly 
publication. Occasionally issues were skipped, especially 
in 1970 and 1971. 

In general each calendar year was assigned a new "Volume" 
and "Numbers" were assigned consecutively from "1" through 
each year. 

There is some lack of consistency in the months of 
publication, and there are some out-and-out errors in the 
numbering . 

The following Table of Contents lists the issues in this 
binder showing the Volume, Number, and Date as printed, and, 
where different, what the Volume, Number, and Date probably 
should have been. 


Dedication 

This set of copies of Smoke and Blazes is donated to the 
Rutland Historical Society in memory of my parents, Mary and 
Craigue Perkins and my aunt, Vera Perkins. They conceived 
the idea for a Killington Section newsletter in 1948 and 
served as editors and publishers for the first several years 
of its existence, cutting stencils, and running mimeograph 
copies in our living room. They continued as frequent 
contributors to the publication and as active members of the 
Club for over a half century. Fortunately, Dad had a pack 
rat proclivity which I seem to have inherited. By combining 
his collection of Smoke and Blazes with mine, I have been 
able to put together this complete run of the publication. 

Bob Perkins 
Rutland, VT 
April, 1999 
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THE NEW BOSTON TRAIL - Oct. 11, 1975 

Since Churchill was still working and 
Jack and Janet Martin had other commitments 
for 10/ll/75, I agreed to lead the hike 
for Janet. There was myself and Gregory 
Bostock, a young man and new member t.iat 
showed up. ( 'Twas an overcast, predictably 
rainy day). 

Never before had I gone UP the New 
Boston Trail, and only ONCE before, many 
years ago, had I come DOWN it, but I rem- 
embered no problem. 

We left, in two cars, at 9 : 10 AM and 
arrived at South Pond Trail entrance at 
9:50 AM. Then we drove the 1.6 miles tack 
to where the power line crossed the road, 
making the turn-off point from the road out 
of Chittenden. (This turnoff is not mark- 
ed and it is 3 miles from Chittenden Cor- 
ners. This for the benifit of future 
hikers who will be hunting for the way to 
the South Pond Trail). 

Then we drove 4 miles (Past Mountain 
Top Inn) and to the entrance of the New 
Boston Trail. 

There is a sign there pointing up a 
streight, wide, roadlike path into the 
woods. Never doubting the sign, we took 
*ff up this path, and after about a quar- 
ter mile we met some hunters who called 
after us "Going to Mt. Carmet?". Knowing 
that Mt. Carmel was just a bit north of 
where the New Boston Trail joins the Long 
Trail, we nodded assent and kept gain^ on 
what we had no reason to doubt was the 
New Boston Trail. 

Finally we came to a clearing with 
many trails leading from it. We cussed 
the people who had failed to blaze the New 
Boston Trail and explored several of these 
trails, all leading to dead ends, in deep 
woods. Finally we realized something was 
radically wrcn r - end we retraced out stops 
It was raining, everything- was swampy and 


and muddy. Our feet were soaking wet , and 
much of our clothes the same. We aid not 
feel kindly toward the people whs had 
failed to blaze the trail. 

We got back to a point about 30 yards 
from our parked car, and noticed an un- 
marked path leading off our broad high- 
way. We went up this path a way to see 
what it was, and Lo and Behold about 50 
yards in, and out of plain sight of the 
big road, was a sign indicating that THIS 
was the way to the Long Trail. 

There is no mark or sign at the road- 
side to indicate that the New Boston T 
Trail makes a sudden departure to thG 
right only about 3® yards from the start- 
ing point. Vie were disgusted, wet and 
not in a good mood. 

We iiad walked for two hours in the 
raih and had covered about 5 miles. It 
was n#w 12:30 PM, the rain was coming 
down in torrents, so we swore at the lack 
of trail markings at the most important 
point , and decided no more sloshing th- . • 
mud and rain that day. WE THOUGHT YOU'D 
LIKE TO KNOW 111 ! 

James C. Frink 

SALT ASH MOUNTAIN - September 21, 1975 

On a very wet day, 10 of us gathered 
at the Kontolski Fire Stateion at 10:00 
AM and departed for a hike to Camp Fly- 
ing Cloud, Salt Ash Mountain. This was 
a brook-like hike all the way to the top. 

I ate lunoh sitting in a branch over a spring 
spring l Good view toward east and south. 
Beautiful Fall day. Used by-pass around 
Flying Cloud Camp on way back and found 
it Iryor although the bottom looked worse 
when we went up. Found and a^e and Can- 
teen belonging to Saltash CAmp. 

Tc m T " -r’ in 
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PLYMOUTH FIVE CORNERS - Nov. 8, 1 975 

This historical hike was the longest 
4.5 mile trip even the oldest of old timers 
could remember. It was wonderful to see 
32 peiple in this turnout on a beautiful 
warm sunny day in the fall. 

After parking at the Coolidge State 
Park picnic area, we walked along an old 
town road to Plymouth Five Corners. Here 
we visited the Cemetary, with dates going 
back to the l8l0's. Here, also, are' bur- 
ied ansestors of Newell Briggs, Burlington 
Section member, who was well known to many 
in the Killington Section. 

At the Five Corners Area, Ray Stoodley 
gave a very thorough description of the 
many foundations, including a very inter- 
esting Grist Mill, complete with sluce way. 
He also pointed out Low gold ahd been 
found in one of two brooks, but not in the 
other, just a short distance away. All 
of this, coupled with the early 1900's 
photos shown by Frederica Welch, made this 
an interesting spot to stand and try to 
visualize where the school; the blacksmith 
shop; and the Hotel, with a Ball Room rest* 
ing on six foot rubber balls could be loc- 
ated amoung the now completely forccged 
area. 

Heading west and up grade, we came to 
the Betheny Birches Bible School area, 
with a beautiful view of the Broad Erook 
and Hale Hollow Valleys. 

Turning north, we passed tne site of 
yet another shcool and soon arrived back 
at the picnic area grounds, where Doc 
Howard and We3 Weston had a fire and hot 
coffee water waiting for us. 

In addition to the weatherman, who was 
most cooperative, we want to thank Wes, 

Doc, Freddie, Ray Stoodley and all memb- 
ers of the hike party for making this hike 
a most enjoyable day. 


DUES DUES- 


-DUES- 


-DUES DUES- 


Payable on or before April 1 , to be mailed 


or given to W. Churchill 
his address is 132 Maple 

vt., 05701 

ADULT : 

*3.00 Section 
1 . 50 Main Club 
#4* 5*^ 

F AMILY. JR . 

0.00 Awxrion 
.75 M ain Club 
v.75 

SENIOR CITIZEN: 

.00 Killington Section 
. 50 Main Club 

o cn 


Scott, Trea3.; 
Street, Rutland, 

SPOUSE : 

,*2.00 Section 
1 . 50 Main Club 

* 3.50 

SINGLE. J R. 

*1 .00 Section 
.75 Main Club 
.1.75 


KILLINGTON SECTION. GMC. flv Iaws_ 

If you will refer to your -.1 xt>~ 

Killington Section By-Laws, please refer 
to Article 5» and delete the following 
phrase, and I quote: "A Director who has 
served two terms may not be re-elected 
until after a lapse of one year”, end of 
quote. 

00V. CLEMENT SHELTER - Dec. 13. 1975 

According to schedule we were to meet 
at the Kontolski Fire Station on 12/13/75 
for a hike from the Upper Cold River Road 
to Gov. Clement Shelter. Starting time 
was 10:00 AM, but with some commitments I 
had, It was 10:10 before I could get to 
the Fire Station. However, Wes Weston 
(Sport and Rascal), Sherwin Start, my son 
Paul Jr., John Braddock and another hiker 
wa3 ready to leave for the starting point. 
The above mentioned hikers reached the hik 
starting point where the Long Trail and 
the Upper Cold River Road crosses, and 
the hike was underway. V/es and I decided 
to hike the "old road” instead of the 
Trail, while Paul Jr., John, Sherwin and 
the other hiker used the trail. Our time- 
ing was good as both parties met at the 
bridge where the trail joins the old road 
at the same time. 

The hike to the shelter was unoventrul 
but very slippery, forcing Wes to assist 
hi3 Sport and Rascal. 

After a fire was started and hot water 
available, to our surprise, five more 
hikers appeared, who had planned on the 
scheduled hike but probably due to my . 
tardiness, had departed the Fire Station 
prior to my arrival. This made a total 
of 11 members on this hike, to include 
Churchill Scott and Jim Frink. The for- 
mer location of "Blue Triangle" camp was 
located, across the road and near the 
brook, but few signs of a camp remained. 
Although on our return to our vehicles, 
this writer did not veer from the road 
down, Churchill, Sherwin and others 
stopped to view an old water-powered saw 
mill, just to the right of the old road. 

It was a gray, chilly day, and foot- 
ing was poor due to ice, but a good time 
was had by all on the hike. We found 
Gov. Clement Shelter to be in e-xcellent 
condition, although reports of "nonhikers" 
during the summer months gave our section 
much concern. 

Paul R. Howard 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy Birthday, 200th. that is 
for the United States of America. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Please bear with the producer of this 
issue of SMOKE AND BLAZES. This is the 
first issue that I have put out, it is the 
first time that I have used a duplicating 
machine in many years, and again many years 
since I have cut a stincel for a duplicat- 
ing machine. YOU WILL FIND ERRORS, in 
spelling, which I am going to blame on 
typagraphical errors, and you will find 
other errors that you may question. I note 
(and this is most important, that I failed 
to place the writer of the PLYMOUTH FIVE 
CORNER’S ARTICLE on page 2. That article 
was written by Mauri Wintturi, who I feel 
did a fine job, and my apologizes to him. 

We hope that our next issue of SMOKE AND 
BLAZES will have fewer errors, and that 
you will still find this paper interesting 
a3 you did when Frances and Wes were prod- 
ucing it. 

Editor 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S KES1TIG - Oct 29. 1975 

By request of Janet Martin, President 
of the Killington Section of the GMC, a 
Board of Directors Meeting was held at her 
home on Curtis Avenue, Rutland, Vermont 
at 8:00 P.M. on 10/29/75 to determine cer- 
tain requests from the Main Club. 

Tho following is the Secretary's report 
on this mooting: 

Janet, Vera, Thelma, Paul Howard, Sr. 
Paul Howard, Jr. and I were present at this 
meeting. 

Janet 3poke about tho request of Pres- 
ident Ralph Bryant to forward Killington 
Section History as soon as possible for in- 
clusion in printing of History of the Green 
Mountain Club. This request was forwarded 
to Terry Gulick. 

Rachael Charland, Paul Howard and Betty 
Staeck were asked to serve as a nominating 
committee for next year's officers. 

"Wes" Weston stated that he cold his 
mimeograph machine and will no longer be 
able to print and mail the Smoke and Blazes 
His many years of faithful service will be 
missed and it will be hard to replace him. 
It was suggested we inquire at the Rutland 
Business College and Army Reserve Center 
for quotations on price to print this pub- 
lication. However, this issue of Smoke and 
Blazes is being produced by Paul Howard, in 
an attempt to find if this procecdure can 
be continued within tho Killington Section 
family. 

Paul said that due to ill health, it 
might be necessary to obtain a new Shelters 
Chairman next year. He has done a very 
thorough and complete job during the last 


few years and we hope he will like cont- 
inuing his good job come next spring. 

He also spoke of the Clarendon Gorge 
Bridge maintai n< nnd suggest that due 
to lateness of season, we could offer to 
creosote and lubricate the cables, but 
Mr. St. Peter said he could help only at 
his convenience and detailed so many 
minute specifications of maintaincnce that 
the Killington Section felt that it could 
find neither the money or the time to say 
nothing of the personnel willing to do 
the work. 

Also he told in detail how many member: 
of the Killington Section still feel about 
how the Bridge rebuilding effort was taken 
out of the hands of tho Killington Section 
by the Main Club after much of the ground 
work had been laid and financial aid ob- 
tained. 

Paul made a resoulation: "The Killing- 
ton Section creosole the bridge, lubricate 
the cables this season, with the under- 
standing that we do not take permanent 
responsibility for the maintainence for 
the bridge beyond thi3 fall. This was 
seconded by T. Valiquotte, passed unamin- 
ously. 

Wes, through Paul, spoke of old trusse 
and cables from the former bridge that 
could be put to use as supports for 
bridges over smaller streams, and that we 
could pick-up and store these items for 
future use. 

Teh Officers of Wilson Moving and Sto- 
rage, Inc., after a request, informed 
Terry it would be impossible to offer any 
storage space for material from the Main 
Club. The reason being, according to Paul 
an official in that corporation, is the 
complexity of the now existing storage 
accounts. 

Mauri Wintturi and John Braddock have 
started to cresote Sunnyside, and Pico 
could stand a coat this fall also. 

Paul asked that we conduct another 
radio talk show describing the various 
activities of the local section and the 
Main Club. (Scheduling for thi3 show is 
contained in another part of this paper). 

Respectfully Submitted 
W. Churchill Scott 
.. Secretary. 

HEAVY TRAFFIC 

Janet Martin reports that her son Tom 
took a backpacking trip with his cousin, 
Ralph Perkins (Grandson of Creigue and 3on 
of Peter) from the Application Gap to Midd- 
lebury Gap in ‘‘the first week of August 
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of 1975* They met 117 Hikers in their 3 
days on the trail, including Ralph Church 
who has been working on materials for the 
youth group leaders on hiking the Long 
Trail. Seventy two of this total tney 
met the first day (Sunday). Didn!t real- 
ize this was such a heavy use area. 

Janet Martin 

KELP HELP HELP 

We need assistance in making up our 
next hike schedule. What hikes you would 
he interested in, where and when do you 
feel a good hike can he suggested, and 
would YOU like to lead a hike. Below is a 
sample quest ionare you could prepare and 
have ready at the annual meeting for dis- 
cussion and activating: 

LOCATION: 

BEST DATES: Hi ikes are usual' 

ly scheduled for a Saturday or Sunday] 

I would be glad to lead a hike, or will he 

willing to suggest as 

a hike leader if available. 

Any such suggestions you have, please 
get the information to W. Churchill Scott 
at 132 Maple Street, Rutland, Vt. 05701 f 
so we can discuss this matter at the Ann- 
ual Meeting on January 17 » 1976. 

CR OSS TALK SHOW. Radio Station WHW B 

On January 16, 1976, another "Cross 
Talk Show" will he aired on Radio Station 
WHWB to bring out the feathures of the 
Millington Section and the Green Mountain 
Club as a whole. On the show, as it is 
scheduled at this print ing, will be Chur- 
chill Scott, Sherwin Start and Larry Van 
Meter, our new Main Club Executive Secre= 
tary. This is an unreharsed program and 
should prove interesting to all listeners. 
Be sure to be near a radio for this air- 
ing, and we thank Frank McCormack for his 
giving us an opportunity to put this show 
on the air. 

ANNUAL MEETING. Jan u a ry 17. 1976 

Don't forget the Annual Meeting on 
January 17 » 1976, Saturday, Begaining at 
7:00 P.M. at the Universalist Unitarian 
Church, 117 West Street, Rutland, Vt. 

There are many important items to come 
before the meeting and plans for our 1976 
schedule. 

The business meeting will be followed 
by our usual coffee and dessert. Those 
who can bring something pieaFe call Janet 
Martin by Friday l/l6 at 773-8621. We 
thought if people could bring along their 


favorite old and new and new Millington 
Section Hike Slides, we might have fun, 
historically . . . hysterical review Of 
members, past and present. A projector 
will be provided, so put your slides in a 
boa and bring them along. Jot down your 
suggestions now and be ready to discuss 
the spring-summer schedule. 

Janet Martin 

HEW HIKES 

During 1974-1975 a number of new place; 
were visited and enjoyed. Let's see if we 
can suggest more for the next outing 
schedule to be printed. 

Tinker Brook Shelter 
Northam to Plymouth Road 
Chataguay Area 
Rattlesnake Ledge 
Old Bally 

Puddledack Ski Area 

Pinney Hollow Area 

Echo Amipitheater 

Wallace Ledge 

Butt jrmilk P'alls 

Plymouth Five Corners 

DEER SEASON: Mount Independance - 1974 

Fort Cassin, Vergennes - '75 

W. Churchill Scott 
SMOKE A NT? BLAZES CHANGE S 

After many years of cutting stencils, 
printing and mailing SMOKE AND BLAZES, 
almost single handedly, Frances Roberts 
and Wes Weston has felt that it was time 
to resign and let some of the other folks 
take over. The Millington Section owes a 
great deal of thanks to Wes and Frances, 
for the wonderful job they have don over 
the years. 

Let us hope that the many folks nec- 
essary to get out SMOKE AND BLAZES in plac 
of Wes and Frances will be as good, prompt 
and efficient . 

Thanks again Wes and Frances. fr>>m 
each and every one of us in the K.-.iLington 
Section. 

W. Churchill Scott 

MISTER Y HIKE 

The intent of this hike was to climb Gre- 
Mountain near Little Rock pond. We got 
most of the way up the mountain, bu’. not 
by the exact route intended, making the 
destination a mistery, to those sever, 
people that came. Wo vent up the mountain 
from the west leaving the Homer Stone Broc. 
Trail at the bridge, crossing the brook 
before the Trail does. Due to difficulty 


walking (too much snow for boots, not enough 
for show shoes) we did not have time to tet 
to the summit, but had lunch several hundred 
feet beow the top. All agreed however, it 
was an enjoyable hike 

Robert Carey 

C OBITUARY 

We extend our most heartfelt sympathy 
to the family of Mrs, Adolf Prenkiewicz who 
recently p 3sed away, at the age of 90 » 
remembering especially her daughter, Mrs. 
Thelma Valiquette and her grandson, John 
Joseph and Thomas Joseph Valiquette. 


All members of the Killington Section 
were recently saddened to learn of the sud- 
den and rxer.pected death of William “Bill” 
MacArthur of Williamatown, Mass. 

The Green Mountain Club has lost a very 
faithful member, who gave so very much of 
his time, effort and energy. Bill set a 
perfect example for all cf us to follow 
with his devotion to the Green Mountain 
Club throughout his life. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Berger, Mrs. Jean, 5 Belmont Avenue, 
Rutland, Vermont 05701 

WORK PART IES NEEDED 

Unfortunately, there is a lot of ’’work” 
to be done on the Killington Section of the 
Long Trail by members of this section. We 
have had work parties advertised in the 1 . . 
local media at times that we had work 
parties, and our turn ovt has been quite 
slim. THIS IS YOUR TRAIL, it is set up 
for your enjoyment and lack of all members 
to take part in the up-keep of our Trail 
System makes for bad communications both 
for the Killington Section and the general 
public. A work party is and can be fun; 
blazing, brushing, shelter maintainence to 
make the Trail System a joy, not a quoted 
"Freeway", so we can enjoy it. It is fun, 
the work party, let’s see more turn out to 
assist the shelter's chairman and the 
Trails chairman. 

Sherwin Start Paul R. Howard 

Trails Chairman Shelter's Chairman 

SMOKE AND BLAZES 

DEADLINE for next issue is March 15th. 
Please send all information to Paul R. 
Howard, 70 Allen Street. Rutland, Vermont 
05701. PHONE (Unlisted) 775-2638. The 
sooner I get the information, the more sure 
I can get the paper out in time. 
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EXECUTIVE SECRET.ARY 

I and others of our section have had 
the pleasure of meeting Mr. Larry Van 
Meter the new Executive Secretary of the 
green Mountain Club., a man to assist us 
as a Section and the Main Club in General 
We have found him to be very cooperative 
with us, willing to take time from his bu 
day and discuss all matters in his juris- 
diction. He is working at the Main Club 
Office on Center Street with Monerva 
Hinchey, and Miss Hinchey states that he 
been most helpful and cooperative in his 
work in the short time he has been there 
at his duties. With the changes in Smoke 
and Blazes, hu has offered along with Mis 
Hinchey to be cf any assistance possible 
in the publishing of th\3 paper. 

The Killington Section extends a warn 
welcome to Larry, and we hope that mem- 
bers will feel free to stop in at the 
Center Street Office and meet him, and 
wish him well. 

W. Churchill Scott 
FORT CASS IN HIKE November 27, 1975 

On November 27, 1975» at 9 : 30 AM, ter 
members of the Green Mountain Club drove 
to Flat Rock Parking Area located on the 
Otter Creek River Road a short distance 
from Vergennes. Here the group hiked a 
short distance and found a very old cem- 
etary where one member of our group, Ani 4 
Anderson, made two rubbings of two very 
unsual gravestones. At this point the 
group divided so as to follow the two 
roads indicated at this point cf the Jou: 
ney, one of whioh was bound J;o be the 
"tow" road. One group gave up soon and 
drove to the entrance of Fort Cassin and 
were quickly joined by the second group. 
All enjoyed a hearty lunch over a roarin 
fire along the shores of Lake Champlain. 
Mr. Goddard and his son of Shore!. am Area 
Joined us -and Jim Frink expla: ;.u3 the ro< 
formation that we observed, k-'-.wis cur 
lunch, the group proceeded to iuepert th< 
penisular further and amid the n'dern 
dwellings, found a celler hole which now 
included two caches that might have been 
used many years ago for ammunitions. Oui 
thanks to Mr. Adams of the Commodore Inn 
of Vergennes for arranging this hike and 
we were sorry that due to unf orsi on 
circumstances he was unable to jcia us 
on our treck. He had planned the L: 1 ^. 
Approximately 3 miles of the "tow" Road 
was hiked. 


Rachael Charland 


r 




END TO ENDERS 


Our best to Betty, even though our soh — - 
eduled hike with Betty Staeck from the 
Clark Brook Trail to Boyce Lodge to com- 
plete her End-to-End fell through due to her 
vacationing with her husband in Beruit, 
Lebanon, we are pleased to hear that she 
finished the Trail. 

All of us in the Killington Section say 
well done, may there bo many more miles of 
happy hiking ahead and wo are happy to add 
your name to the following list of other 
Killington Section Er 1-to-Endors: 


Hedrick Cahee 
Christine Cahee 
Robert Carpenter 
Robert Carey 
Louis Catozzi 
Virginia Day 
Jeffery Hagoon 
Paul Hagoon 
Ann Mausloff 
Prances Roberts 
Linda Rozowicz 
Louis Stare 
Lloyl Weeks 


John Nuffort 
Herbert Odgen, Jr. 
Peter Palen 
Toon Palen 
Craigue Perkins 
Mary Perkins 
Vera Perkins 
Albert Reiner 
Ben Rolston 
Richard Roberts 
Churchill Scott 
Elizabeth Weeks 
Mauri Wintturi 


Dr. James H. Howard 

If we have missed anyone, let us know and 
acknowledgement will be in the next issue 


W. Churchill Scott 


MAD. TOM NOTCH 

On November 1, 1 97 5 » a beautiful sunny 
warm day, seven (7) members of the Kill- 
ihgten Section together with two visiting 
hikers, both from Virginia, we gathered to 
hike from Mai Tom Notch to Lake Griffith, a 
distance of approximately 6. 5 miles. The 
first portion of the trail was rather steep 
but was greatly aided by the lovely views 
and the large stepping stones and log3 that 
indented the path. Six fast hikers made a 
great fire at Peru Peak Shelter which great- 
ly helped the slower group in cooking their 
lunch as they arrived not too far behind the 
first group. No need to "Douse the Fire" 
as several hikers from Massachusetts came 
into view as we prepared to leave camp en- 
route to Lake Griffith. We learned this 
group had been on the trail for two lays 
and were making Mad Tom Notch for the night 
It appears that the U.S. Forest Service are 
in the process of constructing many thous- 
and of feet of "poncheons" along the route 
from Peru Peak past Lake Griffith. Ruins 
of Lake Griffith Shelter could be seen as 
we jogged along the Trail to the Lake Road. 
The many look-cut spots made the trip a 
memerable one for those who had not hiked 
this section of the Lon? Trail. I am great- 
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ful to the following members of the Kill- 
ington Section for making the first hike 
I have led this year a most enjoyable one 
for me, to name, Mauri Wintturi, Jim 
Frink, Mahlin Haustcin, Carl Parsons, 
Sandi Salaby and Mike Cavalier (from 
Virginia), Greg Bostock and Churchill 
Scott . 

Rachael W. Char lard 
COVERD DISH SUPPER - TALL TIMBERS 

About 25 people attended the Spagh- 
etti Supper Social at Tall Timbers Field 
House on December 7, 1 975- The Spaghetti 
and Sauce were provided by Janet Martin 
(to include Jack), and others attending 
brought salads, and/or desserts to com- 
plete the menu. The Ping-Pong Table was 
transformed into an excellent Buffet 
table and a quality, quantity and varity 
of food upheld the tradition of the 
Killington Section Suppers. 

A few people came early enough in the 
afternoon to hike the Blue Ridge Trail 
as far as the Cascades. Here we under- 
stand one of the hikers took an unexpec- 
ted late season swim. Fortunately, 
Rachael adheres to the 

Scout motto "Be Prepared" so had a change 
of clothing in her car. 

Exoept for this minor disaster, all 
went smoothly and a good supper and 
pleasant social evening were enjoyed. 

We just wish more of you had been there 
with us. 

Our many thanks to Craigue Perkins 
for not only giving us the use of the 
Field House, but also supplying us with 
wood and water and warm fires to welcome 
us. 


Vera A. Perkins 


THIS IS IT 

This is the first edition of SMOKE 
AND BLAZES to be produced in many years 
without Frances and Wes, and v. . ’-.ope you 
find it interesting. As stated l -fore, 
please excuse the errors, and ;«• . noje 
there will be fewer of them ia che next 
issue. It will make this job much 
easier if all hike leaders and other 
members with articles would sit down and 
type out or write what you have to say 
as soon as possible after the event. It 
is a good paper, let’s all help in the 
continuing production of it. 

A P.S. = CROSS T A LK T IME SCHEDULE 

The Show will be aired on 1/15/76, 
nr 1 ir time is 10; 05 A.M. 
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SUNNYSIDE SHELTER WELL LIKED AS 
AN OVERNIGHT HAVEN 

The following is a letter that was re- 
ceived at the Main Club Office, and I' think 
it speaks for itself: 

"Dear GMC: On the first weekend of 

December, 1975, try friend and I utilized 
the Sunnyside Camp on the Long Trail. We 
would like to thank the maintainer of tho 
camp for the beautiful split wood and a 
very clean cabin. The Long Trail has giv- 
en my friend and I many enjoyable monents. 

Thank you very much for your interest. 
Best Wishes for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Fruscione." 

WATER. WATER. BUT NOWHERE TO BE FOUND 

Although this happened some time ago, 

I thought I would like to pass it along to 
the readers of Smoke and Blazes. On Oct. 
26, 1974, a dozen or more hearty souls 
went on a hike to Rattlesnake Ledge in 
Fair Haven, Vt. It was a good hike, ex- 
cept for a supply of fresh water. Near 
the spot that we were to fire up the old 
coffee pot, the only water we could find 
was a marsh full of dead leaves, wood, 
moss and everything else that could have 
been in it in this wooded area. 

It SMELLED, but it was water and we 
wanted hot drinks. A pot full was scooped 
up and rapidly boiled for 5 or 10 minutes 
and although still smelly, brown in color, 
it was used for our hot coffee and cocoa. 

I can not say that all partook of 
this hot drink base, but the ones that did 
are still much alive and still getting 
quite a laugh when we think back at our 
predicument. THIS IS WANTING A CUP OF 
COFFEE VERY BADLY. 

Harold C« Rogers 
A QUOTE (From Reader's Digest) 


MOUNT HANDLEY ON A COLD CHILLY DAY 

On January 11, 1976, at 10:00 A. M. 
the weather was below zero, there was a 
high overcast and snow was predicted, but 
nine hearty hikers were at the Fire Sta- 
tion, including Larry Van Meter, the GMC 
new Executive Director. Also there was 
Jack Crowther of the Rutland Hearld and 
Peter Patten, a young man who hitch- 
hiked in from Fair Haven to be on our 
hiko. 

Everyone almost froze before getting 
our packs and snowshoes on, but soon 
warmth returned as we walked up an old 
road toward the summit of Big Handley. 
Pete gave us a brief history, it was 
named after the Handley family. The 
first Mr. Handley from Great Britian had 
bought 3ome land on the mountain and to 
impress his friends at home said "I can 
not ride around my land on horseback in 
one day." He didn't explain however, 
the rocks and ledges that prevented this. 

Jack used cross-country skiis and , 
did a very good job to get up the hills 
we climbed and had a fast ride back. He 
also took a number of photos to be used 
in the Rutland Herald on winter sports, 
to include hiking, skiing and snowmobil- 
ing. 

Soon it was snowing, getting near 
12:30 P. M. and everyone was hungry, so, 
of course, we stopped to build a fire and 
eat. It did not seem like a good idea, 
as after eating, everyone wanted to start 
for home, but due to the cold, snow and 
poor visibility, I guess it was the right 
thing to do. It was 2:30 P.M. when the 
hike ended and all agreed it wa3 a very 
enjoyable outing, (jack published the 
photos in the Sunday edition of the Rut- 
land Herald, 1/18/76, along with a very 
good writeup). H# -Churchill Scott 
MOONLIGHT HIKE. COLD BUT ENJOYABLE 


Motto displayed over the desk of a 
country editor: "Lord, give me this day 
my daily idea, and forgive me the one I 


Q Seven brave souls ventured out in 
5 below zero weather for a moonlight 
hike on December 19, 1975* We originally 

— -i-i— -J a a — TnKnarm 
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MOONLIGHT HIKE (Continued) 

belter, but decided that it would be war- 
mer at Sunnyside, a closed shelter. The 
sub-zero weather may make us sound like 
real nuts, but onoe we were on our way it 
didn't seem to bother, and it felt rather 
invigorating as we walked along. The most 
spectacular thing was how brightly the moon 
shon on the snow. It was really a perfect 
night for a moonlight hike and it was en- 
joyed by all of us who braved the cold. 

TRAIL AND SHELTER MAEiTALIENCE - Progress 

On September 13 and 14, 1975, a work 
party wa3 due to depart from the Kontolski 
Fire Station at 9iQO A. 14. for an overnight 
at Cooper Lodge near the summit of Killing- 
ton Mountain. 

Those hearty souls that showed were Lou 
Catozzi, John Britton, Jim Xapitan and my- 
self. We departed for Sherburne Pass on the 
hour of 9 bells. On the way we met Doc How- 
ard and Mauri Winturri at Doc's home in 
Mendon. We talked Mauri into taking some 
pictures of us doing trail oaintainence work 
Thence, we proceeded to Pico Mountain, work- 
ing with all HEART AND SOUL. We stopped at 
Sink .Brook for a rest and refresher. Be- 
cause it was sear 3:00 P. M. , and as Jim and 
I had not planned to spend the night (due 
to a forcast of snow) we broke company with 
Lou and John, and decended to Sherburne 
Pass, while Lou and John Proceeded to Pico 
Shelter to spend the night. On our decent 
to Route U.S. 4, we were greeted with a 
hail storm. 

Next morning, Sunday, 9/14/75 brought 
both Jim and I back to find Lou and John 
who were busily sawing and blazing their way 
beok down the mountain. This was just south 
of Sink Brook, but Jim and I continued up 
to Pico to make inspection of Pico Loop 
Trail. At the summit made radio contact 
with interested people then proceeded to 
Pico Camp, and we rested, then again started 
down the Trail to U.S. Route 4. 

I would like to express to the Killing- 
ton Section and the Main Club, my appreciat- 
ion of the work that Lou, John and Jim lid 
on this work party on the week-end. I hope 
that the future will bring out many more 
workers to assist on this very important 
task, Trail and Shelter's Maintainence. 

Sherwin Start 

JA UGGEHHAUT TRAIL 

Departing our usual starting point, the 
Kontolski Fire Station on Oct. 4, 1975, 

Betty Stacek, Bob and Marge Fish and I were 


soon on our way to West Bridgewater. On 
arrival, we took our saws, clippers, our 
paint brushes, swizzle sticks and located 
the Jauggemaut Trail. We then prooeeded 
to delineate it. 

Bob (Mr. Limrich as I dubbed him) 
kept us laughing with hiB sligh of the 
tongue "Lim Ricks", as we assended the 
gradual climb up the old road. We found 
the Trail in need of clearing and brush- 
ing to expose the blazes. 

The old road is still the Trail, How- 
ever, it coincides with newly built roads 
in some places, so be careful to follow 
the blue blazes, to assure the right path. 
We arrived at Ghost Camp at 3s 00 PM and 
we went thru the remains and digested (in 
small gulps) the great archeological won- 
der of it along with our lunch. We cleaned 
out the spring from which came the coldest 
and purest water you could ever find. 

We decided to turn back and head down 
the hill. We did make one re-route about 
300 yards long, to the south of the washed 
out i.-ail just east of the register. We 
got back to the motor vehicles about 4:30 
PM, where upon, I commenced to give a lec- 
ture about modern Forest Management to our 
Betty, Bob and Marge. 

The Jauggernaut work party is one out- 
ing I will always remember for a number of 
reasons. Bob Fish's antidotes and Lim 
Ricks, Marg's sutle but pesuasive, pro- 
dding aad ambi valance | and not last, Bob's 
"Jack Beany" jokes, and my clumsey attempts 
to come back with a punch line. I have had 
so far, few opportunities to work with 
people, who were so willing to do their 
part and best for the Killington Section. 

I am looking forward to having this trail 
work party again soon, and I fully intend 
to do my best to see to it that it becomes 
a tradition and inspiration to all those 
that follow. 

On behalf of all dedicated Killington 
Section GMC'ers who made the ultimate sac- 
rifice thi3 is respectuflly submitted: 

Sherwin Start 
HELPING HaND ACKNOWIfiDCED 

Although in my rush to get out the 
last issue of Smoke and Biases, I failed to, 
I would like to acknowledge the tremend- 
ous help my son Paul Jr. was in the oper- 
ating of the duplicating machine, sorting, 
stapeling a n d address labeling of the last, 
and this issue of Smoke and Blazes with 
his help, this job has been much easier for 
me. 


Paul H. Howard. Sr. 
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TBEA3UB5ia*3 OKrturf 
W. Churchill Scott 
1 '/ .January 1976 


Cash on Hand, January 1, 1975 32,120.33 

Inooiue: 


Dues 


3379-75 


Interest 


90.21 


Gifts 


31.50 


Sale of Patches 


1.00 


Sale of H. Ogden Poster 


.10 


Total 


3503.5s 

503.56 

Expenses: Dues to the Main Club 


161.25 Bal ' 

32,623.89 

Trails and Slelters 


122.59 


Outings 


104.69 


Secretary Expenses 


94.82 * 


Smoke and Blazes 


65.OO 


Annual Meeting 


50.41 


Postage 


32.68 


Sugar on Snow 


29.50 


Donation to T.N.A.F.A. 


10.00 


TOTAL 


3670.94" 

670.94 

Balance 


. , 

31,952.95 

Cash on Hand, December 31, 1975 





* Includes 390.13 for 1M Paper, 5°0 Envelopes (Short), 500 Envelopes (Long) which 
will last approximately five (5) years. 


Respectfully Submitted 
W. Churchill Scott, Treasurer 


MEW MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Now that we have the financial re- 
port out of the way, let’s see what we 
can do to activate new members. If all 
saaders will stop and think, you may 
know someone who would like to join. If 
so, pass along the application below. 

Idea from: Sherwin Start 

MILLINGTON SECTION 
Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

132 Maple Street Rutland, Vt. 

1976 

I hereby make application for mem- 
bership in the Millington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club, Inc., and I enclose 
the annual dues of 3 . which in- 

cludes a year's subscripton to the Long 
Trail News and the Millington Section 
bulletin, Smoke and Blazes. 

SIGNED : ■ 

STREET ! 

CITYi 

Mail to W. Churchill Scott, at 132 
Maple Street, Rutland, Vt. 05701* 

DUES: Adult: 34.50, Spouse: 33*50 


NEW ENGLAND TRAIL CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEET- 
ING. 1976 

The New England Trail Conference will 
be held at the Quins igamond Community 
College in Worcester, Massachusetts on 
Saturday, April 3» 1976. For more infor- 
mation and pre-registration, send a self- 
addressed enveloped, stamped, to: 

SECRETARY, N.E.T.C., Box 145 
Weston, Vermont 05161 

Registration is 32.00, Annual Report 31.00 
The program starts at 9*00 AM and ends at 
5:00 P. M. A copy of the program is at the 
GMC Main Office on Cernter Street, Rutland, 
Vermont, for your inspection. 

SMOME AND BLAZES 1975 COST OF PRODUCTION 


Stencils 35*00 

Ink 9*13 

Mimeograph Paper ..14.00 

Vermont Sales Tax (3$). • • • • • *87 


Postage (App. 90 issues per <jtr).36.00 
TOTAJL COST OF PRODUCTION. . . . 365.00 

"Wes" Weston 

PHONE NUMBERS: 

To contact Paul Howard, Reporter, during 
working hours, call 773-6070 or 775-0716 

_ _ _ x v . — . xt. . HB 1 ^ » » * ■« m 


OMMISSIGN: 

At the end of the report on the MOONLIGHT 
HIKE, I regret that I failed to include 
the writer of that article. This very- 
fine article was written hy CAROL MARTIN. 

HA LF MOON PO ND 

At 11:00 A.M. on February 7» 1976, thir- 
teen of us departed the Koltonski Fire 
Station for a treck to Half Moon Pond in 
Hubbardton, Vermont. 

Of the 13 hikers, the youngest was six (6) 
years old. It was a clear mild morning 
and appeared to be an enjoyable day for 
a hike. Starting from our parked cars, 
we traveled a one lane road, but, as the 
going got rougher, we switched to Snow- 
mobile trails and continued to Half Moon 
Parle - our youngest hiker needing a lift 
now and then, especially on our return as 
the weather turned cold and windy. 

It was a pleasure to stop at Cindy and 
Bob's kitchen where we had hot stew, 
home made bread and hot drinks to warm us 
up. 

At 3:30 P.M. the hike ended and although 
the sudden change in Vermont Weather is 
to be expected, all 13 of us enjoyed the 
wonders of our Vermont outing. 

Cindy Gibbs 

BID'S ERROR 

If you will refer to the current Hike Sch- 
edule, for Sunday, August 29 » you will see 
the entry "CMC International". Please de- 
lete the word International and insert the 
correct word "Intersectional". I told 
Sid, operator of Kopy Kat, and printer of 
the Hike Schedule, he needed glasses. 

Editor 

EAGLE SCOUT HONORS: 

Condensed from a local news media art- 
icle of 2/18/76, is the following: 

Kevin Abbot, grandson of Betty Weeks, 
was honored and awarded the rank of Eagle 
Scout of Troop No. 226 of Springfield, °Vt . 

Hosts for the award was Eagle Scouts 
George Lamb, Tom Baldvins, Mark Howe and 
Dester HodgBmn. 

Kevin completed 24 required merit badges 
and serivee projects to win this top scout 
honor. 

Kevin and his parents were honored at a 
dinner in Montpelier, and a citation from 
Bov. Salmon was given. Coming up for the 
Troop is a 50 mile hike on the Long Trail. 
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WEEKEND ECOLOGY WORKSHOP FOR YOUTH 
GROUP LEADERS , CAMP ffiOPIE AND TEACHERS 

PL1CE: Tamarack Notch 

DATES: Saturday, Hay 22 & Sunday May 23 

REGISTRATION: Sat. 9:00 AM to 7:30 PM 

Meals Porvided, Cost Si 4. 00 
Entire Weekend cost in- 
cluding overnight aceomid- 

ations. .020.00 

PROGRAM: Saturday: "Playing Tag with Nat- 
ure", OBIS (Outdoor Biology Instructional 
Stratigios), Acciimitization, Nature Games, 
Nature Crafts, "Tuning in to Wildlife", 
Nature Walks, Stream Ecology, Weather 
Forcasting. Resource people and materials 
available • 

Saturday night and Sunday: Campfire and 
overnight planning, Night Hike, Sing to- 
gether; Hiking Techniques, Local History, 
choice of High-road or Low-road hike of 
about 3 miles. Individual planning help 
and evaluation until 4:00 PM Sunday. 

Contact Janet Hart in, 7 Curtis Avenue, 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 , Phone 773-8621 for 
registration or further information. 
(Assistant to the Director, Vermont Eco- 
logy Course for Camp Conselors, Juno 
12-18; Girl Scout Trainer; Pres. Killing- 
ton Section of the Green Mountain Club. 

Janet Martin 

TRAFFIC SURPRISE 

Four years ago I hiked from Route 103 
to Bolton Mt. In those 10 days I met a 
scarse dozen others - Mid=Augu3t too. The 
short paragraph in the last issue of S&B 
shows us drastically the great increase 
in people hiking and backpacking. We Must 
be concerned, for many of these "Hikers" 
have little idea of what they are doing, 
and most importantly HOW they should be 
doing iV 

If anyone wants to see what happens 
when swarms of people trample a Trail, 
visit the White Mts. See the stomped 
over trail beds, huge foot-made mud holes, 
long stretches of log and rock paths acc- 
rocs these mud trails; plastic, candy 
wrappers, McDonald's cup3 and trash where 
floweres should be; camp sites a mucky 
mush with all vegetation tramped to death. 

Let the White Mts. be a warning to us. 
We CAN keep our trails and camp sites 
beautiful, but only if we are willing to 
approach and show others HOW TO. 

Ann Hausolff 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT SMOKE AND BLAZES : 

Please send any news of interest to 
oulr members by JUNE 15 t 1976. Mail to 
Paul A. Howard. 70 Allen Street. Rutland. 


IIUn.ll U «. 


PERSONALITY OF THE V7EEX 

This week we have pi~k<vl our i^nounod 
Jim Prink as our personallity of this, 
the first of a new series, 

James C. Prink was born in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, ana attended schools there 
through High School, He then joined the 
U. S, Marine Corps for a period, and wont 
to Syracuse University, class of i 927 . 

He was employed by Westinghouse Elec- 
tric Corporation in East Pittsburgh for 
one year and the New York City Office for 
a period until 19 65, Northeastern Zone 
Manager, then retired, at which time he 
moved to Rot land, Vermont . 

He first came to Vermont on vacation 
in 1936, and continued to come each year 
since then. He had been staying at two 
cottages built and owned by his wife’s 
father on Take Dunmore. 

Since being in Vermont, he has been a 
member of the Rutland Chamber of Comm- 
erce, Founded the Rutland Rock and Min- 
eral Club, where he served as president 
for 4 years, and was a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Board for a period of 10 years. 

He resigned this post to find more time 
for outdoor life and activity. 

After coming to Vermont, he met Harold 
Valiquette who was a very active member 
of the GMC, and Jim joined the Killing*- 
ton Section. During his membership, he 
has served as Vice President, Chairman 
of the Hiking Comnettee, Director, and 
has done much in trail and shelter work 
with other members. 

He now lives at 60 Litchfield Avenue, 
Rutland, Vt. with his wife Ethel, and 
states that he and his wife are in love 
with Vermont and that is why they came 
to Vermont for their retirement years. 

Many cheers for Jim from all of us, 
for on any hike, without Jim, there seems 
to be something very important missing, 
we all love him for his energy, his ded- 
ication to the Killington Section, and 
we wish that all shared his enthusiam in 
the work and activities of our section. 

Edit or 

LITTLE ROCK POND OUTING 

After departing our usual starting 
point, with many carrying 3now-shoes, the 
conditions made showshoes almost uslcss, 
with cold weather thick crust , which made 
walking slippery and causious. Of course 
Jim Prink was best prepared with his 
heavy duty ice creepers. 

Greg crossed Homer Stone Brook, but 
with wide, raging currents and slippery 
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ice covei’od logo, iiu -w 

diooouragnd, and we continued up the old 
Lewn road toward Wallingford Pond. We 
met the trail just north of "Aldrich 
Job" and walked north until 1:15 P.M. 

For about the first time in memory it was 
impossible to build a fire. All wood 
Was completely water-logged and ice cov- 
ered. Sterno and Gas powered stoves gave 
a bit of hot water. 

We continued on past White Rock Moun- 
tain where we met some sno;raiobilers hush- 
whacking along the top of the ridge. 

We walked down the keevaydin Trail to 
the parking area where once again Carl 
was waiting to take the stragglers back 
to thei*e oars. 

This hike is a good example of what 
Creig Perhans alwnys sayc, tnr.t one must 
be prepared for any emergency in the win- 
ter. We should have had fire starters, 
or ribbon or stick with v.s in order to 
have a good fire and hot meal. Also 
getting a few miles on the trail in win- 
ter may mean walking a number of extra 
miles. But all in all, we had a good 
time and proved that it could be done and 
we are already to go again Whenever. 

W. Churchill Scott 
BOILING SPRINGS. MT. CARMEL 

On Sunday, Fob. 15, Nine of us met at 
the fire station and drove to Mountain 
Top Inn. We continued down the road 
toward the East Boston Trail, hoping we 
could take the Jeep all the way. At the 
top of the hill, the ploughed road ended, 
and only snowmobile tracks continued, so 
we thought it advisable not to take the 
Jeep any further. We walked to the East 
Eoston Trail and from there took another 
trail north and east to it’s end. 

Before going to the Springs, we stop- 
ped by the trail, built a fire, using 
Harold Roger’s saw to make a good pot 
hanger, filled the pot with snow and we 
continued. Lou Catozzi and his brother 
Bill, with Dorothy Kirk, stayed behind 
to build up and care for the fire so it 
would be ready for lunch. 

At the end of the trail, we crossed 
a deep gorged creek and started bush- 
wacking thru the woods in the direction 
of the Springs (North-East). 

The snow was five feet deep and we had 
decided not to take snowshoes because we 
thought there would be a support ive crust 
beneath the six inches of new snow. There 
was a crust, but not enough to support a 
200 pound man, so, I, as trailbreaker 

4- /a ’’■!»>« ^Vaii 4> mrowr n+hor* a+or>. 


BOILING SPRINGS (Continued) 

It was rugged, "but finally John Sch- 
Immel took the point and saved me from 
total exhaustion. I called directions to 
John and we arrived at the Springs short- 
ly thereafter. 

The enfire water surface, a ruugh 
circle about 15 feet in diameter was un- 
frozen. The water temperature was est- 
imated to he about 5°° and the bubb- 
ling sand-filled water was impressive to 
watch. The water brought up light sand 
from the depths. The only place we could 
reach with my staff was at least five feet 
deep. It was a dangerous quicksand. 

On the way back we passed Lou and Bill 
who came up to see the Springs. Back at 
the fire we had lunch and the return walk 
was uneventful. The 8 mile distance made 
us REAL TIRED. 

Jim Prink 

ANNUAL MEETING. KIL I. INGT01.' SE C TION. CMC 

The annual meeting of the Killington 
Section of the Green Mountain Club was 
held on Saturday, January 17, 197$ at "the 
Universalist-Unitarian Church on West St. 
Rutland, Vermont. 

President Janet Martin introduced our 
guests, Larry Van Meter, Executive Seore- 
tary, and Harry Peet who is in charge of 
the Caretaker Program. 

Paul Howard gave a thorough report on 
the Shelters. All are in good repair. 

Have had the usual amount of maintainance 
work. Jeb Brugmann, Caretaker of Cooper 
did a good job at both Pico and Tamerack, 
as well as the general trail portion he 
had within his boundries. 

Sherwin Start outlined the Trail work. 
Juggernaut Trail relocation has been drop- 
ped. All of the Long Trail has been cov- 
ered. He spoke very strongly about poor 
attendance on work parties. Out of a 
membership of 115 , there were times that 
only 2 would show up on a scheduled work 
party. We must have mure interest in 
keeping up our Trails and Shelters. 

Prances Roberts sent a letter resign- 
ing as Smoke and Blazes editor and thanked 
Paul Howard for taking over and others 
for the helping her in the past. 

President Mart in suggested we send a 
letter of thanks to botn Frances and "Wes" 
Weston for the wonderful work done by them. 

Terry Gulick gave a report of Trustee's 
meeting held earlier in the day. Sweep- 
ing by-law changes will be presented at 
the annual meeting in May. If pTsaod will 
tufc be in. pt'-Toofc un-til Mny, 1 P7 1 • Woroes— 
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ter Section a largo aho- 

lter away from shore of Strj.-c t<, n pon,t -t Q 
replace those at the Pond. Want to 
courage wood fires on the Trail, at the 
shelters and above 2,500 feet. 

Breadloaf Section at Mi idlebm-y was 
officially chartered and they extended i..-. 
invitation to GMC after annual meeting in 
May. 

There was a mis— understanding about 
the nominating committee and Cynthia 
Gibbs said it should still be considered 
and made a motion to keep the idea open 
and subject to the approval of the Board 
of Directors, and shall be taken up at 
the annual meeting. Paul seconded the 
motion and it was passed. 

Mrs. George Kirk made a motion to con- 
tinue membership in Tamarack Notch- 
Aitken Forest Association and that the 
Board of Directors consider an additional 
donation not tc exceed $50*00. "Wee" 
seconded and it passed. 

New hike schedule discussed and hike 
leaders were requested. 

Mr. Weston, Start and Rogers were cho- 
sen as directors. 

juii Butterfield resignation and re- 
placement discussed. Sherwin Start is 
our new trustee. 

Larry Van Meter explained Act 250 and 
it's application to the Long Trail and 
relocation around Stratton Pond Area. 

Sherwin statsd we should have a by- 
law to assure representation at Trustee 
meetings in case the regular Trustee is 
unable to attend due to illness or various 
other reasons. 

Wes, Sherwin, Ray Catozzi and Church- 
ill appointed. 

Betty Staeck expressei her regret at 
being 'unable to attend the meeting. 

"Wes" explained all of the work he has 
done as Quartermaster and list el the var- 
ious equipment we have. 

Dr. Howard distributed the Killington- 
Pico newspaper containing an article and 
pfcctcs of the Killington Hotel cf ,830's. 

After adjournment the lalie3 served 
light refreshments and they wore just as 
enjoyable as ever. Next, slides were 
shown of back in the 50 ’ s and 60 »s and 
brought back many pleasant memories of 
winter week-ends, sugar on snow parties 
and work parties. 

Respectfully Submitted 
W. Churchill Scott 
Secretary 

DEADLINE, NEXT ISSUE: .TUNE 15, 1976 — 

Let's all get a report in and make it 


CLARENDON SHELTER OUTING 


Although this old hiker can not do as 
much as he would like to and used to on 
the Long Trail, it was a pleasure to get 
out as leader of the Clarendon Shelter 
hike on Saturday, February 28 . lie had a 
full block full of cars on the starting 
point by the fire station, with "Visa" 
Weston delivering the necessary coffee 
pot and hike needs, and Doc Howard there 
to see us off. I know that "Doc" would 
have liked to been with us, but had tc 
return to Mendon for other commitments. 

Seventeen of us showed for this hike 
on a lay that was almost perfect fer all 
hiking conditions. Jim Frink made the 
remark to me that (as we turned off the 
trail road on the last leg to the shel- 
ter) he could hardly beleave that we were 
already at the shelter, it was that en- 
joyable. 

My two sons, Pat and Paul, and my 
foster son, John Braddock was well ahead 
of the "pack" and had a fire started 
when wo arrived, and soon the water was 
hot and ready for ccffee and cocoa. 

Harold Rogers and others took side 
hikes, and as I left early with my sons, 

I can not report on the return for them, 
but Churchill told me later it was un- 
eventful and a good hike. The shelter 
was found in good con lit ion anl ready 
for the next "overniglvter" that might 
come along. Accompanying our 17, was 
my son's dog Rex Von Salslurg Klesshiem, 
a german shephard, who throught the 
efforts of Pat, carried the coffee pot 
on his back, quite confidently. 

I wish YOU were there, try to plan on 
the nest one. 

Paul R. Howard. 
BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETINGS; 

January 17, 1976: A short meeting was 
held after the Annual Meeting to hear 
Mr. Peet and Mr. Van Meter outline in 
detail the Caretaker Program and it's 
various rules and regulations. 

Janet Martin, with reservations, 
agreed to serve as President of the 
Killington Section one more year. "Wes" 
Weston was elected Vice-President, Chur- 
chill Scott, Secretary-Treasurer, Ray 
Catozzi, Trails Chairman, to suce-ed 
Sherria Start who resigned to take the 
Trustee position, Lou Catozzi, Shelters 
Chairman to take the place of Paul How- 
ard, who resigned on doctor’s orders. 

If new bv-laws of mam clue. CMC are 


PAGE 7 

have only one Trustee. Terry U\Uir> 
offered to serve until when ~ ,,a ^ , a 

hpppens. Mrs. Judie ield resigned 

and Sh^rwiu st.vrf, chosen to act as 

Trustee until ?1ay, 1977* 

January 22, 1976: A well attended meet=- 
ing was held at the Martin's house on 
this date. 

Janet read a letter of thanks from a 
youth group who recently used Sunnyside. 

The Caretaker Program was discussed 
in detail and it was decided that Cooper 
Lodge would be the best location as it 
would be possible to visit other shel- 
ters from there. Vera moved to donate 
SI 00.00, Paul seconded and it was so vot- 
ed. 

Paul spoke of the great amount of help 
the Sherburne Corporation was in tran- 
sporting material up the mountain to the 
caretaker. 

Ray and Lou Catozzi discussed the 
project of up dating folders of the Kill- 
ington Section and Lou will contact the 
Vocational School for information on the 
reproduction. 

A donation to the Tamarack Notch- 
Aitkin Forest Association of 35^.00 was 
suggested by "Wes", seconded by Paul and 
it was so voted. It was noted that we 
are going to use the facility for a week 
end and also the covered dish supper in 
the fall. 

Respectfully Submitted 
W. Churchill Scott 
Sectetary. 

PROGRESS ON THE CARET.* ’TK PPOPRAM 

The GMC's Caretaker Program is rapid- 
ly taking final shape in preparation for 
this coming summer. A total of twenty- 
two caretakers will be in their locations 
by the middle of June. 

In addition there will be two roper- 
visors and two "replacements" who v r ill 
fill in for caretakers on their day off 
or substitute in the event of sickness or 
other unforseen problems. 

Each year, Harry Peet, the program 
director and Club Trustee, rc.esi". s up to 
two hundred applications for the pee’t- 
ions. As a rule caretakers who have work- 
ed previously for the GMC are automatic- 
ally hired, thus intensifying the comp- 
etition for the remaining available spots. 
Harry doesn't advertise these positions; 
almost all applicants learn of -he 
program from other caretakers while hik- 
ing the Trail themselves. 

Caretakers are responsible for the 
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CARETAKER PROGRAM, Continued 

Conjunction with the action, -bro.il n and. 
shelters chairmen) , and for educating 
hikers in the proper use of the woods 
and the trail. They also keep records 
of usage so we can determine if U 3 e.i is 
still increasing on the Long Trail. 

The greatest concentration of the 
caretakers is in the area of Camel's 
Hump (4), Mt. Mansfield ( 4 ), and on the 
ponds in the shouthern part of the state 
(5)* In the Killington Sections's por- 
tion of the Long Trail, the Section has 
elected to place a caretaker at Cooper 
Lodge. Harry has selected Cecilia El- 
wert of Crescent St«, Rutland f*r that 
job. Cecilia did extensive hiking in the 
South while with VISTA in North Carolina 
and has also climbed in the Tetons and 
hiked end-to-end on the Long Trail, No. 
766. She is a graduate of UVM. 

Cecilia is a good example of the 
highly qualified people the GMC has hired 
for the summer of *7 6. Get to know theml 
Those of you who got to know Jeb Brug- 
mann last summer know how enjoyable and 
educational it can be to visit the local 
caretaker. Jeb will bo working at 
Stratton Pond this summer. 

Lodge fees pay the better part of the 
caretakers's meager salary, and this 
year the fee will be raised to $1.00 for 
non-members and remain at $0$ for all 
GMC 'ers. 

The Main Club would like to thank 
the Killington Section for it's generous 
contribution of $100,00 toward defray- 
ing the costs of the Cooper Lodge care- 
taker. This contribution amounts to over 
half the cost of the caretaker to the 
Main Club, and in this time of tight 
monoy, is especially appreciated. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 


Larry Ven Meter 
Executive Director 


The following people are recognized 
as assistance to the production of this 
is sure of SMAKE AND BLAZES: 

Paul R. Howard, Jr., Running the duplic- 
ating machine and stapeling for mailing. 
Pat Howard, his brother assisting. Betty 
Steack, labeling typing, Anne Mansolff, 
who produced the fine map at the last 
page of this issue, and of course, all 
of the writers of articles that has made 
this issue, I think a very interesting 


paper to read. 


Editor 


REMARKS REQUESTED, PROS AND CONS 

We have tried to make this issue on 
Smoko and Blazes an interesting paper to 
read. To some, it may be very interest- 
ing, to others, may be very dull, how- 
ever, if any of you have any pros or cons 
about this issue, jot them down, and let 
me know, you did or did not like it, It 
will help in preparation of the next 
to suit you, the purpose this paper is 
produced. 

Paul R. Howard 
Reporter. 

LAST MOMENT NOTES: 

We regret that we left some names off 
the END-TO-END list published in the last 
issue of Smoke and Blazes. The follosing 
should be added: 

RAYMOND CATOZZI AND WILLIAM DAY. 

Sorry fellows. 

MAILING LIST: 

This is the last issue of Smoke and 
Blazes that will be mailed to the 1975 
membership list of the Killington Section 
of the GMC. Future issues will be mailed 
to the current membership list. 

THE ROLSTONS: 

A note from the Rolstons, Dorothy and 
Ben shows that they are enjoying Texas 
keeping warm during our winter, and I 
quote: ''Ju3t a hello from the Rolston's 
who are enjoying a 3rd. winter in sunny 
Texas." end. quote. 

Paul R. Howard 

OVERNIGHT AT GOV. CLEMENT: 

Being home from College for a period 
between clases, Bob Carey and Lou Cat- 
ozzi decided on an overnight at Govenor 
Clement Shelter. Although I was invinted 
to come along, commetments prevented it, 
and I offered a ride to the triangle. 

All reports were that the two, Lou and 
Bob had a good outing, and with Ray to 
pick them up the next day, the hiking was 
from the triangle, in and out. This was 
the week-end of March 6-7, 1976 

LOOK FOR IN THE NEXT ISSUE: 

Report on Northham Pi-.ixic Area. 

Report on Tamerack Week-end hike. 
Personality of the week. 

YOUR hike, with commets of interest. 

DEADLINE: 

Next Issue by June 1 5 , 1976 
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THE 197 6 BICENTENNL1 L : 




?IONAL - Saturday, August 28th. to Monday Sopt. 6th. 


The 1976 Bicentennial INTERSECTIONAL v;ill be hosted by the Burlington Section of 
the Green Mountain Club will be held at TV/ IN HILLS GIRL SCOUT CAMP in Richmond, Vermont 
As your coordinator, the following is printed from a Burlington Section Publication 
to keep you informed. ************* 


TO GET THERE, Tho following directions are 
submitted: Take the Richmond/polt fi n Exit 
number 11 off the Interstate 89 . Follow US 
Route 2 east to Jonesville where, opposite 
the Post Office, you will see a bridge over 
the Winooski River. (AI 30 the Long Trail) 
Cross the bridge, then take the second left 
where a sign directs you to the Chittenden 
Fish & Game Club. Proceod 3lowly up tho 
dirt road (A long bumpy hill) for about 2.6 
miles. The Twin Hills Road i3 on the right 
and a green metal gate is visible from the 
road. Drive into the camp and signs will 
direct you to the proper parking area. 

AT THE SITE: There are 8 Lean-to’s, each 
capable of accommodating eight to ten people 
on a fir3t-come first -serve basis. Thcro 
are no trailer hook-ups or dumping facil- 
ities, but there is sufficient room for the 
trailers. There is a pavilion for rainy 
day activities and there will be temporary 
cold showers. Also, lots of tenting spaces. 
You may drive to your campsite to load and 
unload, but specific parking areas will be 
designated. 

The cost of the facilities is 31.00 per per- 
son per night or Jj ,00 for nine nights at 
the event. Family rates is j 3.00 per night 
or 315.00 for nine nights. 

The following stipulations are requested by 
the Burlington Section: Please NO dogs. 

Bring your own food, camping gear, ctove and 
utensils, and folding table and chairs. Out- 
door fires only in the constructed fire- 
places. Also, it is advisable to bring 
along playing cards, table games, slides & 
projector, Your hobbies, brag books and 
auction items. 

Dot and Pirk Pirkanen, Phone 863-4775 and 
Jean and Jack Lance, Phone 985-3715 are the 
co-chairman of the event and I am sure that 


if any Killington Section member wants 
to offer their services for volentary 
work, to assist aa hike Leadens, Guides, 
or for any other job they may ’nave for 
you, your assistance would be appreciated. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS. . . . 

SUNDAY - AUGUST 29 

Folk Dancing with Shari Bcrgstein 

MONDAY - AUGUST 30 

Smugglers Notch to Servensville via But- 
ler Trail or via Nebraska Notch Trail, or 
via Taylor Lodge and Nabraska Notch Trail 
Lee Allen/work Hike on new section of Long 
Long Trail in Bolton - Janice Lange/in 
late morning, Discovery Museum, B. Fondry 
Nature Hike and Beaver Pond - Bob Spear 
Paul Massie will spead, on Historic Road 

TUESDAY - AUGUST 31 

Long Trail - Lake Mansfield to Bolton Valley 
Work Hike - New Section, Bolton 
Rock Climbing - Deminstration Frank Mack 
Historic Hike 
Family Outing 

Slide Show, Frank Mack, Evening. 

WEDNESDAY - SEPTEMBER 1 

Several hikes for day, Canoe Trip, at 
night STUNT NIGHT with Ralph Gibb*. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1 976 

Many hikes, to include Nature Hike and 
events for children, map and compass 
orientation. Evening, Larry Vanllcter will 
give talk on the Long Trail, Illustrated. 

FRIDAY - SEPTEMBER 3, 1976 

Watch the milking at Bushey Brothers’ 

Farm, or your choice of many hikes, in 
the evening BINGO and/or BARBERSHOP 
ENTERTAINERS. 
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THE 1976 BICENTENNIAL INTERSECTIONAL - Continued. . . 

The following is a more detailed schedules of events: 

SATURDAY, August 28, 1976: Folk Dancing with Shari Borgstein 

SUNDAY, August 29, 1976: Long Trail, Smugglers Notch to Johnson (D)- Kenn Boyd 

Work Hike on new section of Long Trail in Bolton-J. Harrington 
Colchester Bog Field Trip & Blueberry Picking - Hub Vogelmann 
Bristol Cave - Dave Bucke 

DINNER - Followed by a Bicentennial Sing-Along 

MONDAY, August 30, 1976: Smugglers Notch to Stevensville via Butler Trail or Via the 

Nebraska Trail or via Taylor Lodge and Nebraska trail (d), 

Led by Lee Allen. 

Work Hike on new section of Long Trail in Bolton - J. Lange 
Discovery Museum [late morning] (Child oriented - See & Touch) 
Led by Barbara Frrndry 

Nature Hike and Beaver Pond (E) Bob Spear 

PAUL MASSES will speak on the Iay3,ey-Ha*en Military Road 

and its place in Vermont History (Evening) 

TUESDAY, Autust 31, 1976 Long Trail, Lake Mansfield to Bolton Valley (d) - C. Whitcomb 

Work Hike on new section of Long Trail, Bolton 
Rock Climbing demonstration (m) - Frank Mack 
Baylcy-Hazren Military Road, historic Hike (M) 

Mt. Elmore Hike and/or Lake Elmore swin, family outing (E) 
Leading: HaRRIS AND Jan Abbott 

Buchanan Lodge and adjacent wood roads (E) - Ken Fisher 
FRANK MACK will show slides and talk about his ascent to 
Mt. McKinley (evening) 

WEDNESDAY, Sept 1, Long Trail, Bolton Valley to Joneoville (M) - Tunis Williamson 

Work Hike on new section of Long Trail in Bolton 

lit. Mansfield, up, around, and down west side (d) Ralph Gibbs 

Canoe Trip, Lamoille River (m) - Gretchen Mead 

Exploring Twin Hills Trails for children (E) - Irene Case 

Gregory Field Trip (E) - Prcfessor Charles Doll 

STUNT NIGHT with Ralph Gibbs (Evening) 

THURSDAY, SEpt 2, 1976 Long Trail, Jonesbille to Camel’s Hump (down Burroughs Trail 

or to Honeyhollow/Preston Brook)(D) - Larry VanMeter 
Work Hike - New Section of Long Trfiil 

Nature Hike (hiker’s choice ferns, trees, birds, etc -» B. Spear 
Duck Brook, children’s hike (E) Joe Whitehorn 
IARRY VAN METER will give an illustrated talk on the Long 
Trail (Evening) 

FRIDAY, Sept. 3, 1976 Long Trail, Burroughs Trfiil over Camel’s Hump to Montclair 

Glen, down Forestry Trail (D) - John Romeo 

Work Hike on new section of Long Trail at Bolton 

Goose Pond in Bolton (ii) - Gardiner Lane 

Bushey Brother’s Farm (afternoon) visit to includo milking 

time (E) 

BEIGO and/or BARBER SHOPPER ENTERTAEJJKS (Evening) 

SATURDAY, Sept 4, 1976 Long Trail, Montclair Glenn to Appalachian Gap or to Birch 

Glen and out via Bean Trail (D) 

Work Hike, new section of Long Trail in Bolton - J. Harrington 
Canoe Trip, Green River Reservoir (ii) - Sally Spear 
Mt. Hunger, near Waterbury, with Sterling Section (M) Grittner 
Bristol Cliffs, Buswhack (M) Tunis Williamson 
SQUARE DANCE (Evening) 

SUNDAY, Sept 5, 1976 
See Next Page 
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THE BICENTENNIAL INTER SECTIONAL - Continued 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS, Continued. . 

SUNDAY, Sept 5» 1976 Long Trail, Appalachian Gap to Lincoln Gap (d) - Jack Lance 

Work Hike, on the new section of Long Trail in Bolton, 

Andy Thona Loader 

Hike into Vermont's Pa3t, Waterbury Dam area (k) - Jog Frank 
Groer. .mountain Audubon Nature Center (E) - Bob Spoar 
Maya i'rail and Buawhack back to Twin Holls (D) Chris Schultz 
HANS F4XTSCH will find out what we know in his nature quiz 
in the evening. 

BREAKFAST September 4, 197^ 

Thi3 will be a great event - don't miss it. 
Signjua. for it jwhen £ou re£ister._ ^ ^ ^ 

Please use the following form for your reservation for the DINNER for Sunday, 
August 29 » 1976 at 6:00 P.M. 

NAME 

Number of persons planning to purchase dinner tickets 

Dinner (your chance to escape the heat of your campstove, 
the tin cans in your grocery bag !) will be served at cost; 
payment duo upon registration. 


HAIL TO: Ren and Dot Nemoeteky 
14? Spear Stroot 

South Burlington, Vermont O 54 OI 





KILLINGTON SECTION LOSS IS THE ARMY'S GAIN 


I received a letter intended for all members of the Killington Section from 
Lou Catozzi who is now serving his country at Port Jackson in South Carolina. I 
knew of no other ( »ray to get his message to all of you, so I am printing it below 
in this SPECIAL t'SSUE OP SMOKE AND BUSES for all of you to enjoy. 


ow me 

24 July 1976 

Hello, 

Sorry I couldn't make the director's 
meeting but I had to leave for my Basic 
Training the Sunday before. My father 
tellsimc that it was well attended and 
that a lot was accomplished. I hope the 
Killington Section continues to have an 
active "Activities Schedule" as I have 
enjoyed in the past. 

Army life is sort of different than 
life around Rutland, but I seem to be n^- 
justtosrgquiokly, especially to the 110 
plus temperature of July in South Carol- 
ina. The area is about 10 miles east of 
Columbia, the Capital of the State. NO 
hills or mountains to speak of; if it is 
over 100 feet above tho surrounding area 
it's called a mountain. And I miss the ? .* 
nice cool green hill3 and the rich brown 
dirt of Vermont. Around here all there 
is are Pine Trees and Oak Trees, and 
lots and lots of hot sand. It gets into 
everything, your hair, (what's left of 
it), your clothes, your boots and every- 
thing. 

On the bright side though, the food 
is tariff io (as some of you know, I like 
to eat) and to those of you who were in 
the Army before, that sign is still _up 
there "Take all you want, but eat all 
that you take". 


*********** 

I am bunked in an Air-Conditioned 
Modern, three story Brick building that 
holds five companies, one thousand men 
in 50 Platoon Dorms. No more double 
bunks to fall out of, but steel beds with 
good matresses. Wc arc not allowed to 
wear any Civilian Clothes but I've been 
given four sets of "Fatigues", a set of 
Kakki Dress Uniforms, and a set of Dress 
Green Unforna. 

Our Battalion will be graduating from 
our basic Combat Training on Thursday, 
September 9, 1976. 

I hope to see you in September when, if 
all goes as plannod, I should be home 
for 10 or 11 days. 

Because I hope to hear from all of 
you, belov; is my address. Sec you all 
in September 

Pvt. Louis P. Catozzi 
009-52-2753, Pit. 2 
Co. A, 6th. Bn, 2nd. B.C.T. Brig. 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina 

29207 
Best Regards, 

Lou 

NEXT ISSUE DEAD LINS: 

September 15* 1976 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB ANNUAL MEETING, KAY 29, 1976, CAMP KE5WAYDJN, IAKE DUNMOEE, VT. 


Ac reported by Sherwin Start 

After Arriving and registration, the Annual Meeting got underway at about 10:00 AM 
with President Ralph Bryant calling the meeting to order. - The first item on the 
agenda was iiscupoion of the minutes of the last Annual Meeting. No one seemed to 
have a copy of tbe minutes of that last meeting, so they were accepted as not read. 


Thi 3 in my opinion is not the earmarks of 
seems to profess that it is. With this 
topic of diseuo&ion closed, we pushed on 
to the Treasurer's Report that was actua- 
lly explained in some detail by Gran get 
Kammerer, Treasurer. After some embarass- 
ing moments, G ranged turned the report 
over to Don Wallace who is Chairman of the 
Budget and Finance Committee, who very 
clearly stated that the reason for the 
07,400.00 deficit of the Main flub is that 
wc- hired an Executive Director and a too 
optimistic projection of the expected in- 
come. As for my feelings, 1 am strongly 
in favor of Don Wallace ' 3 philosophy, 
meaning we must face reality, cut expen- 
ses, even, if it means cutting or doing 
away with certain programs. 

Here vie have the basic confrontation that 
has faced tne U.S. Government for years, 
the battle between the extreme irfc and the 
conservatives. It appears that the e:;tre- 
meists have put the Club in debt over is '3 
head. We have at the head a fine Beta 
Kappa key man, who has great visions of 
operating the club like a big corporation. 
On the other hand, we have another fine 
Beta Kappa man, wno used logic, realism 
and just plain common cOhse to guide the 
Club's physical policy and resources. With 
this thought in your minis, as you read the 
Treasurer's report for the last fiscal 
year, which of ths two men do you feel 
should be responsible for the finances of 
our Club ? 

Following the Treasurer's Renort, was the 
Auditor's report. Because Ron Nemcosky 
could not be found, this report vus not 
read. Oral assurances by Vi ’a ivesident 
Joe Frank and Executive Director Larry 


a big orga/iicat ion of which tbe Iain Club 


Van Meter, that everything was \-OK, the 
motion was mo.de that the Auditor's Report 
be accepted as read. The motion was sec- 
onded and passed. 

My viewpoint is that, and I feel that at 
this point the membership were beganing 
to be avmire of this, the Ik . in Club is run 
br a few key people, who expedites the 
agenda much as they please without the 
approval of the trustees cr the general 
membership. It appears that the member- 
ship were being pushed into accepting many 
items as being the gospel truth without 
varification or evidence to support 
the assurances of the key men. 

Don Wallace then, completely unprepared 
due to tlic lack of communication, gave 
the Budget end Finance Committee Report. 

I feci that Don gave a very comprehen- 
sive report under the circumstances, mak- 
ing it quits clear he did not approve the 
revenue projections and optimism that 
ha3 put the Club in ths red. Had he bad 
proper Knowledge that he would be called 
on to give this report, he would have had 
a stronger case. 

We move to the Report on the Trust Funds 
and it was inade by Joe Frank, who appar- 
ently has full control over them, and 
alsc ths Club’s Investment Portfolio. Int 
essence the Renort stated that we are 
using the funds as they were intended to 
be used by trnir donors. Here again, we 
have no documai i on to prove this but 
if they say 30 it must be so • (Get the 
Idea ?). 
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ANNUAL MEET DIG — Continued 


I have some sorious reservations about the 
Investment Portfolio. The basic concept 
of an investment is to make money, cr.it 
however it appears that the opposite is 
occuring due to some faulty advise on the 
part of someone as what to invsnst in. 

Lets get out of the Investment Eusinoss 
and stop loseing mone 3 r , or at least let's 
invest if v/e must , in something that will 
produce a dividend. 


Madeline Nules gave the nominating Comm- 
ittee report and had the best nominees 
for the ensuing year. They were as foll- 
ows: 

Ralph Bryant 
Jos Frank 
C. IS. McGoon 
C-rsnget Ka mmerer 
All were unappoaed, with no f .ocr nomin- 
ations, so ail were elected by a shewing 
of hands. 


President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


AI 30 , we have a number of young new trust- 
ees at Large, perhaps with some new blood 
in the organization v/e can get this Club 
back on it's feet and functioning like a 
HIKING CLUB. 

The President’s Report was quite short, 
clear and concise, with no statement of 
acho ivemo it in the year past and no goals 
set for the ensuing year. However, he did 
praise almost everyone for what they had 
done and termed tne year as a highly pro- 
ductive and fruitful year and appreciated 
the oppertunity to serve. 

Larry Vani'cter was in the spotlight next 
with the Ex.ocut ive Director's Report. At 
the onset Larry stated that the Main Club 
needs volenteer help to get the new gride 
book out. So if there is anyone whe is 
willing to spend an hour or two in assist- 
ing the Executive Director, please do and 
we thank you very much. 

Larry stated that the GMC has got it’s 
work cut opt for it in securing land Ow- 
ner Agreements on the Section of the AT 
that tne G r tC has just recently assumed re- 
sponsibility for (Rt. 12 to the Connec- 
ticut River). This work is being paid 
for by the Darthmoutii Outing Club and the 
Federal Government. He also went cn to 
say that some portions of the Trail (or 
most of it) doesn't follow the ridges like 
it does in Vermont (South of Sherburne 
Pass). As a matter of fact the AT follows 
roads, goes through fields, pastures, etc., 


Thus, there are a lot of px-oblrmr in the 
securing of land agreements. 

Joe Frank wa3 cur next speaker and the 
s*ib.j?"t was the. New By —Lave. (Editor's 
not as Here Sho?v.ir wanted the by-laws 
printed to be published with this issue 
of Smoke and Biases, I felt it 

impossible to type up the necessary 12 
pares of the pri/iing of the proposed 
By-Laws of the lain club at. this time. I 
have a copy of those By-Taws or they 
may be seen at the Main Club Office.) 

The Trustees ho.ve done a lot of work on 
these by-laws, but are by no means final 
and we are actively soliciting your com- 
ments either in writing or orally. Please 
be f^ee to contact me at my home when- 
ever you feel, like expressing yourself 
and vour opinion. My home is at 1 8 Pine 
Street, Rutland, Vermont and my phone 
number is -llfo. I am going to call 
a special meeting of the entire section 
membership ^.n September to discuss this 
topic and many more. So, please cither 
write, telephone, attending the meeting 
or all three at any time. 

Section Reports were given by the Section 
Presidents and most of ail of them re- 
ported things were prirty muck on an 
even keel with a very notifiable lack of 
interest noted by moot. Soiue Sections 
can not recruit officers and most of all 
they are losing members. 

Millington Section has been loseing mem- 
bers gradually a few every year. 

1971 103 members 

197 - 105 members 

1973 8? members 

19V4 99 members 

1979 9 b members 

197 b 86 members 

Lets all pitch in and get some new mem- 
bership for our Section. 

The last and final item of business was 
Committee Reports. As there were no Comm- 
ittee Heads prepared to give a Rcpc-fc 
they wore put off with nctic&ble except- 
ion of the Membership Committee which 
gave a lengthly report. 


BOOTS - BOOTS -LOOTS 


I quote Rachael Charland: "Lucky, lucky 
me ! I won a pair of S ',5G.00 Raiohle Boots 
during Wilson '3 Sports Anniversary Sales 
Contest." End Quote. Congradulations, 
Rachael, make good use of them. 
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CONDENSED G.M.C. TREASURER'S REPORT 

fiscal year ending april 30, 197 6 


BALANCE SHEET 4/75 


4/76 

Bank [Checking] .,10208 

V 

6461 

A cots [Saving] 14767 


30827 

Cert of deposit 10000 


-0- 

Total Assets v 34974 

f 

37287 

Payroll tax Liab 64 


64 

Deferred Income 

At-Large Dues 581 7 


7406 

Con- ( Inst 'ns -0- 


750 

trib- (*76 Ctr -0- 


25 

utns. ('75 Ranger 

1S00 


—0— 

General Fund 1 1 30 


-0- 

General Reserve 2473 


333 

Publiostn REserv 160'" 5 


16<‘,5 

Shelter Reserve 5 77 1 


6067 

LTF Truck Res. 2149 


2267 

Life Member snip -0- 


300 

Nauoheim Memorial -0- 


3110 

Liab , def income, 
net worch and 

reseive ^34974 

•J 

37237 

REVENUE DETAILS 

Actual 

Budget 

Operating Revenues 

At-Large Dues - 

11905 

,13000 

Sect'n Assessments 9 

2130 

2300 

Contribs - Caretaker 

1400 

2200 

Guide Boole Sale 

12593 

160C0 

Sale of Merchandise 

894 

950 

Trust (General 

4049 

4500 

Fund (Eamiorth 

2017 

22 50 

Unrotrctd gifts 

379 

1000 

Contribs - Ranger 

5300 

800 

Other Operating Rev. 

-* V J— 

-0- 

Total Operating Rev. w 

4 !2oo 

•,43500 

NON-OP REVENUES 

Life Ilenbership due s , 

1200 

3 300 

Intrest Income 

1560 

1902 

Dexrd Inc; >^e ”76-77 

Certain at-large due a? 406 


Contribs - Oavotker 

25 


Contribs - Int. 

750 


N auhe im Ilemor ial 

-1000. 


13940 



This Report was Respectfully 
Submitted by: 

Grar-gct Hammerer, Treasurer 
****** 


REVENUES AND imf riiM I llTTDJES 


Balance 4/30/75 -34974 

Deferred Inoom .9 - 7317 

Oprtng Revenues +41280 

Non*'C j j R weaves +13940 

Funds Ava^I- . 1c 82385 

Opring Expr.dit.u- , es -4l'i;9 

Non-op Expnditures - 3'..0 

Balance 4/30/76 837287 


EXPENDITURE DETAILS 

Actual Budget 


Oprtrvr expndituros 


Annual ’ loot irg 

8 233 

3 175 

Cart't <r.er Program 

5873 

5800 

Empi lb lug r-k.; 

2445 

2550 

Laovfc 5 Bud I'-.r-n 

28 

25 

Exec sec -E;:+s DJr 

61 50 

2800 

Group Gvcs ccmrj 

;1 

50 

Estry <?-, archv romn 

—0— 

1000 

Int oroectal ( inn;.. 



0100 advm on *74) 

92 

—0— 

Legal, insrns, endow- 


irent & Trust Jor.sr. 

—0— 

100 

Liaison Agencies 

75 

100 

Long Tra:J. News 

2403 

3000 

i-jembrship Comm 

643 

700 

KroLndoa Purchased 

67? 

?oo 

G.iT.C. C;'i Loo 

9920 

8640 

‘Other oprtr.g exp 

7 A 

?j0 

Presidci.t ’s ibep. 

-0- 

100 

Public info comm 

325 

i;o 

Ranger Program 

7911 

3375 

Taae3 & Insurance 

025 

500 

Tr’s & Fhltrs (not) 

7031 

3278 

Gross ERpnditvxss 

9876 

13520 

Contributions 

2795 

1 0242 

Treasurer's Exp. 

55 

60 

Trustee's Exp. 

227 

300 

Trust Fund Ceram '75 

7 

10 

Contingency Acct 

—0— 

625 

Total Operating Exp. 

344699 

STfojo 

NOII-OP n: I END IT'JRES 



Trtrnsf. life mc-nber 



dues to trust fund 

900 

0 

0 

01 

TRANSFER TO RESERVES 




Actual 

Budget 

To publication resrv 

-0- 

58 CO 

To truck x-onorve 

—0— 

aco 

Tc general reserve 

-0- 

■■::0 

Total to reserves 

-0- 

8"t7'X) 


********* 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF SMOKE AND BLAZES IS SEPTEMBER 15, 1976 
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GOVERNOR CLEMENT — Work Party 

A r?Aney day at 9: GO A.1L on April 15, 
looked like the work party scheduled for 
Gov. Clement Camp might just he a fizzle 
stick- Ro/fover, Boo Howard and t were 
sitting: lu hi 3 car at the Pire Station 
wher Cocila Elwert shewed aid then soon 
after, Larry Van Meter, followed "by Ues 
West on. I had our Company '. i 4N drive 
pick-up, hoping I could give hoc a ride 
right to the shelter, and also, have 
transportation to lug out any dehirs. 

We departed for the Triangle in our 3 
vehicles, intending to all transfer to 
the 4W drive for the ride up the old 
road to the shelter. At the Tri Angle, 
none other than Sherwin Start barrelled 
in and joind the party. 

At this point , Larry and Cecilia decided 
to walk up the road, and vie "old timers" 
decided to go via 4V.' Drive. Although 
there was one very had mud hole, the 
pick up truck made it with no difficulty 
to the shelter. Accompanying us at this 
part of the trio was Wes’s "Spore" and 
"Rascal", and Doc ' 3 "Obaiiah", a beagle 
hound. 

Soon after the fire wa3 started, Marg <1 
Bob Pish showed, parking their car just 
beyond the "mud hole" heretofore mention- 
ed. Jeingin us about the same time was 
Churchill Scott. A lot of time was used 
in eating, although some wo r; was accom- 
plished, with Rachael Char laud corung in 
tine to grab the rake handle from - r e. We 
were pleased to find the shelter in good 
condition, with little trasi.. Larrj and 
Cecelia made the rounds arid picked up 
a lot of "rusty" trash that had b-^on 
ingrown in grass for some time. The 
dirt floor needed racking and the immed- 
iate area around the front of the cc-.rrp 
also, which was accomplished. A mo^e 
major project that we were not prepared 
for is repair of the "swivel grate" on 
the fireplace which lias come loose, and 
which Lou intends to repair. 

For an ending, Obadiah, Doc’s Beagle did 
not show when it was time to go. A re- 
turn to the site in the 4W, failed to 
find him, but Obadiah, on his own., re- 
turned to Doc’s Hendon Heme, some 3 days 
later, how, I can not answer. 

Paul R. Howard 

IffV ELY SENTIMENT 

The f llowing verse that I found in ny 


collection of items for publication in -v 
fine article about a section of the LT 
that all Kill in , ton Poc+inn members feel 
near to their heart, and I quote: 

"By the side of the shodowed mountain, 
is the Long Trail Lodge serene, 
l/ith it *l, beauty sc rare a. id rustic, 

Kid the hush of woodland gree::; 

Where the rocks and the solid ledges 
Lend a firmness to the scene. 

There’s a path that is leading upward, 

To uld Pico , s summit, grand, 

Where the view from it’s lonely tower 
Is the finest ir the land, 

And it links ev'ry heart to Nature 
With an everlasting hand." End C/uot e . 

If the writer of this fine verse v/ill 
acknowledge, so will I in next issue. 

***** 4 .*** 

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT G J3EHWALL SHELTEI 
By Bob Crawford ( 2o r -' &, 12" snow)* , 

Wishing you were here; just to watch the 
snow fly down and wonder with a kiss 
(depending) for the HEW THAR. A song 
dancing amoung the night time trees - 
carving shadows in the deepening sky. 

Arc we falling you could ask, rind hear 
the hollo:-.’ echos of a train whistle, 
some vie re far belcvi in the valley, where 
life igoes into a Hew Year in orange hats 
and oonfettti; strewn like the stars,. 

The magic , it goes on - won’t you share 
it with Vie? Whimper memories in sr.oke 
that rises from your breath and laugh - 
that even the silent snow smiled at. 

Love, ru :li a small word for a world that 
is r.o complex. It rolls off the sun- 
shine, between flurry cluuds, onto our 
faces, I love you and that makes the 
whole winter world wake up. A flower for 
your troubles. HAPPY HEW YEAR - It’ll be 
GREAT. 

* * * * 

GET WELL P A ST HdUnR I 

A few vieeks ago, our renound friend, 

Kauri Wintturi had a heart c*/ ttrXCt and 
was placed in Intensive Care at the 
Burbank Hospital in Fitchburgh, Hass. He 
was in Intensive care for 5 u:vc , and 
was discharged the following Tuesday. 

He vieitod Doc Reward on Sunday, 5/23/7 6, 
with Ban:. Riotka as his chauffer. He 
had his attack while visiting the Roitkas 
who, in their quick efficient action, did 
a lot to lessen Kauri's troubles. He has 
cince visited Boc for several day3 and is 
feelingmuch better. He asked me to say 
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MAURI WINTTURI (Continued) 


thab he really appreciates all the card3 

ard get v.dii jris'u 3 that he Lao xsoeived 
fi u.ll \u-n fx-t-cds. He ho. •«•:>: tc re 
al-3.« sc s«on hike in rvorite 

SUCt . 


Editor 

WE' Alt WEEKEND - TAMARACK xMOYCH 
March 12 to 14, 1976 
By Janet Hart in 


There w°rn’t many takers at the start 
of this weekend at Tr naraclc Notch "but 
the leader and daughters, v;ith the help 
of Wilber VJeston on the Transportation 
end, tool: off up the Notch Road in the 
face of a Horrible weather forcast i 
Actually it was not at all bad ard an 
enjoyable walk up the hill, with the 
road evuh. bare ir. spots . . in addit- 
ion to the one "he fc loot" that is al- 
ways bare even when the snow is deep, 
... Cause unknown. 


After some adjustment to dampers, etc., 
the stove was male to heat and sapper 
was prepared. Kic'uay thru this, Lc.i 
Catozzi turned up, promoter la hand. 

Must cay it’s the first time 1 over saw 
a backpacker hike with a slide show for 
entertainment of the gourp. We hid 
brong’’t along some pop—oom so we had 
an en >; ..reble show. Lou had hung his 
hammock v at side and reported he was dry 
and vara in spite of some wind and snow 
during the night. The predi.'i;ed re. in 
held off until late afternoon/ 

In the morning more people 1 "gun to arr- 
ive, including several from my nigh; 
school "Wildlife" Class. Vie took a long 
walk into the city forest area behind 
the camp looking for tracks. Sinrs the 
snow did not atop Sailing until air.r.t 
4: 00 Ail, tracks were no-; as plentiful 
as hod bee..-:-, hoped. However W9 did r:ee 
deer, racoon, 3 UOwshoe hare, cottontail 
roi srrnirril, and a bob cat which app- 
arently calls camp home. Two of the 
wildlife ciass people followed up a 
snow shoe hare track, right to the rabbit 
and bad to throw a couple cf snowballs 
before it high-tailed it out of there. 

The Martins’ bad to return to town Sat- 
urday aitemcon so J/o. v.as left in onarge 
at camp as several other people v;ere ex- 
pected up for Satvirday night. Eventually 
there wore 8 more who braved the weather 
forcast to spend Saturday night. 


The condition of the Notoh Road made the 

Editorial page in the Rutland Hearld. 

(Ar> c.c no; to f .net ; a fire article, 
this wr:-.r.« •• ■ c’> on JV..i- xrv:-.y after 

necii t. A, Av.% :u ; •'> ark 

Vie West nr id -:h ry 

waited to m •?>: • 1 >, 'vy; tue .light. 

They accepted my in-ri * f « a : and 

we proceeded to >-t:p :;.sh its waa my son 

Pat and John, and "Spam", Ves’s dog. 
Before I reached the or.-i 0 : the good 
road, I stopped and shit ted into what I 
thought was 4W drive. On reaching the 
end of the good road, I found tbo« I had 
not properly shifted and fish-tailed. 

Ray and Pat got out and we all viewed the 
situation, I had r.ot vrcneriv s):xf v od 
into 4H, and did at thi«* time. I started 
ahead, assuming that 3 ?. l v>ze in the 
vehicle, but I found cr reaching the 
suau.vb of the hill, Ray had nob gotten 
the vehicle and :n street shoes was hike- 
ling up the read in a c»nu;: storm. I don’t 
think that Ray was too hc.ppy at the time 
but later wo all /cot a laugh and all 
ended well with a good overnight). 


PON T! THE .LONG TP A I A 

Vie have a historic road in Herd yr . now 
partially abandoned due to bs..v rvs and 
the wear and tern of time. us : Ace it 

to where it comes c,:s on h’v.it.e >/10C an 
the d 0.7 before Battle cf Booning-ton Day, 
on Sunday, August '■/}, 1 97 6 hegp.ir.ing at 10:C 
10* CO A.i-u bet us rave members of the 
GrT'-n ) tain M -. '• ing Club glides and 
unite from the V: Mountain as advance 

do '.a Li, 'hr i ve up %he Turnpike cn Elbow 
Road, then hike the rest of the way. 

Bring your cmaa lunch. Maybe someone has 
a camp coffee pot and will brew come. Mab 
Ifcvbe frtosida ce.u u-eet you at Route IOC’ 
or the hearty will hike both ways. 


The above copy of this bike 3.3 ^-om the 


HENDON BICENTENNIAL NE!I3LETTE:i , -and Larry 
Van Meter has asked us to p;.hli?h v b . If 
anyone is int rested, contra? UryyY an 
Meter cr Getty Page, East RiL\. Acres, 
Rutland, Vermont, gv.mis like :r. inter- 
esting hilce, lets ail plan tc go, . , 


TP w:? MOATM IT. 


THR TAY 


T war*- to thank all -oaders of Smoke ft 
Biases for the fine comments that V have 
received rirco the publication rf* tie 
last issue. A s you all know, it is a 
lot of hard work, but I enjoy it, and 
wall cantin '' 10 to try to do my boat for 


you* 
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PiJISOHALITY OF THU WEE K 

Thi3 week wc would like to honor our long 
tine friend, associate and corresponding 
secretary of tho Main Club, ifljfFitV'A H. 
HIHCk.Y, in thi3, the -.econ’. of a new 
series for .moke an.’ blaze: 

Although Ilinerva toll Lie tuat ..he woul 
be 3, year oil on her aozrfc birthday, I 
find that . io ua born in nut land, Vt. on 
September 11, 13, 5, this ua- 31 year.s ag,o 
and Finerva is still vory active, botn in 
her lie.ure time and on her job. 

Jhe attended the dutlon' Citj 1, ichoolj t 
graduating from .iga School in 1 X 1 3 (be- 
fore this writer was born). One of her 
classmates was the late Cleon Perki:i3, 
the father of our Millington Section Pres- 
ident, Janet Hart in. (See elsewhere in 
this i-jsure for details of hi3 recent 
death). 

Although she did not have the advantage 
of a collere career, her knowledge cf 
secretarial work would put some college 
graduates to shame . 

After graduating from High School, she 
went to work as a stenographer for the 
Jutland Fire Clay Company, where she work- 
ed for four or five years. Her salary was 
considered good in those 'lays; it was a 
full ,5 -00 per week. After leaving the 
Fire Clay company, she obtained employment 
with the Roger Piles Insurance Copmany, 
where she put in the next 20 years of an 
active life. 

After leaving the Pike Company, she went 
to work for the Vermont Childrens ( s Aid, 
working with iirs. Fred Fields, 'fills was 
back in 1 S5e when the Green Fountain Club 
office was located in Hr. Fields Office 
space. Id*. Fields having difficulty in 
obtaining a secretary for the Club, asked 
Ilinerva to take the position, and she dil. 
At this time, there were 200 members in 
the Green Fountain Club. 

The Field Office closed and Ilinerva moved 
the GFC office to her home on Park St., 
where she continued to put in 10 to 12 
hours a day, and at times, working all 
night to get the Long Trail Hews out on 
time (she told me that after those sess- 
ions, she would sleep all the next day. 

In the early 1 > 70 * 3 , when Shirley Strong 
was the President of the Green Fountain 
Club, the office was moved to it ' s present 
location on Center Street, Jutland, Vt. 


Minerva is still there, with her pl««o- 
ant smile and welcome, putting in u to 

10 hours e^ery day. 

On the sugge-sti on of Doc Howard, a day 
in 1H74 we ; 3 aside and rroolaimed 

"Ilinerva Uiuolvy da / 5 •. r .large party 
was put on in her h >:w a! Perkins 

"Tall Timbers". This was atteirb . by 
many, to include the then Presidt-rt , 

J ohn iiuf f ort and this writer. It wac a 
vjonderful memento to a very dedicated 
lady. 

In replying to my question ‘What extro- 
dinary events and happinings could you 
tell me?", Finerva stressed the tremend- 
ous change that has taken place in the 
Club and it's structure. It’s member- 
ship has grown fro.i the 200 when she 
started over 20 years age, to over 3500 
today. This increase has created the 
need for new specialized people to handle 
special jobs. One of the, newly created 
jobs is Executive Secretary, which baa 
been competently filled by Larry Van Meter. 
Minerva lias nothing but praise for Larry 
saying that President Ralph Bryant made 
a fine choice on pic.iing Larry. Larry 
works in the same office with ilinerva, 
and was in the office during my inter- 
view. lie could not resist the Leraptat- 
ion to speak up and had nothing but the 
highest praise for Ilinerva. He like all 
of us, feel that Finerva is one of the 
most dedicated person that the Club has. 

Although Finerva was an ardent hiker in 
her younger yeer~, time lias reduced her 
hiking to walks cn Park Street, and she 
envoys those that still can get out and 
hike the trail. 

She recalls the annual meetings at the 
old Madison Street School, with lunches 
that followed at the Lerwick Hotel. Her 
favorite spot in years past was -i he Long 
Trail Lodge at Sherburne Pass . .Ml 3 of 
these buildings have since teen dis- 
troyed, either by fire or by men. She 
favors the stretch from Sherburne Pass to 
Millington summit. 

Our expression of graditude and admirat- 
ion goes out to Minerva for her dedicat- 
ion to the Club, her tremendous hard work 
in the past 22 years which ben if it ad all 
OIIC members, and her pleasant personality 
and smile we all like to see when we stop 
in at the Center Street Office. 

Paul R. Howard 
iSditor. 


EDITORIAL 

Of the 100 or 30 copies of Smoke and 
Blazes th-.'t were mailed out in March, 

1 9 : o , let f s asTirie that 9^ cf the readers 
did in fact ’•sad the fine article written 
by Ann ruuilnff entitled TRAFFIC SURPRISE. 

Of tbe 9 - k*» let's again arvum-o that 5'/° 
did take the article seriously and will 
try to help in the enlightening of the 
would he hikers that (and I quote) "does 
not know what he is doing, ai'd core im- 
portantly, liow he should he doing it." 

There then remains a large percentage of 
the Green fountain Cluber's who feel that 
the problem is not their own , hut that of 
section officials, cluh officials, care- 
takers and trails end shelters chairmen 
along the vrail system. 

It appears, in my opinion, this is the 
sorry fact, and until ALL GMC'ers realize 
that it is THEIR problem, and not only 
the problem of a picked fev;, our Trail 
System is going to hurt from o-er use by 
the casual, untrained hiker. 

You, as the most likely one to be on the 
Trail, will meet up with the un-trained 
hiker; will see what ho is doiag wrong, 
and how he should be doing it right. As a 
paid up member of the L-ilC , you have the 
responsibility to help these hikara and 
teach them the proper use of our Treil 
System; for example, leaving a jholfcer 
clean, neat and with as much firewood as 
was there when they arrived, and teaching 
them the many things you have learned, 
the carrying out trash, a very important 
part of this teaching. 

I feel that Harry Peet has put much eff- 
ort in hi3 Caretaker Program, and one of 
the most important items that he drills 
into his selected caretakers is the teach- 
ing of the casual hiker, especially these 
who are new on the trail. 

Ac Ar.n said, we CAN Keep our Trail System 
in an excellent condition, and we will if 
al 1 members of the GHC in all Sect ions 
do t’ eir part in educating the untrained 
hiker. 

Editor 

MAIN CLUB ACTIVITIES 
By Larry VanITeter. . . 

Tbe Main Club has a number of projects un- 
derway this summer on the Long Trail. Be- 
sides the Cartaker Program, which I repor- 
ted in the last issue of "Smoke St. Blobs ’ 


PA CE % 

the Club has six ranger-natural into sta- 
tioned on Kausfield and Camel*? Hump 
to help educate the thousands of Lay 
hikers v s ir./ the area and to protect the 
fragile areas r,ear the summits of the 
two peaks. 

The Long Trr.il Patrol is, for the second 
year, working under a II. 3. I’crest Service 
contract to relocate tne AT/ LA south of 
Glastenbury Mountain. Ce.oge Peral.ctein, 
the Patrol leader, reports that progress 
ha3 been exceptionally good so far, in 
part due to the cooperative work cf the 
energetic Bennin ,rfc on Section. 

The Club 13 also, indirectly, helping to 
keep a watchman atop tne fi retower on 
Stratton Mountain. The Tower, which was 
built in 19I3| was ccbfidiiluJ. by the State 
to be unmanned thin summer because of 
financial difficulties and because moot 
forest fire surveillance i3 new daao by 
airplanes. Rather than leave the tower 
and watchman's cabin to certain destruct- 
ion by vandals this summer, the Club 
worked with Forests <3t Fbrks and the U.S. 
Forest Service Ba.oKcount.ry Reoheearch 
Program in Durham, II. H. to raise the 
money to keep the tower mar.nod, Ho 
Club money was used in this project, but 
without the CMC acting e.3 t. catalyst as 
well &3 a conduit for the donated money, 
it is unlikely that Hugh Joudry , the 
watchman, would be up in the tower educat- 
ing the many neophyte hikers who climb 
Stratton fountain in order to get a view 
from the tower. 

The Club is also cooperating with the U£FS 
Backoountry Research Program on a number 
of projects, se/eral of which were re- 
ported on in the February Long Tr?.il News 
Hot mentioned was the continuing work Vo ~ 
perfect a composting outhouse system fr r 
h.ig.c elevation lodges and an ir^nstig-.tion 
to determine the usefitlness of sign-in 
registers to gather ucage figures on the 
Application Trail ar.d Long Trail. 

In other matters, the Club and Worcester 
Section have been dealt a setback bv a de- 
lay in permission from International Ib>per 
Company to build a replacement shelter fer 
Willis Ross Camp at Stratton Pcnrl, lb U 03 s 
not appear that a shelter will be built 
there this year. 

RADIO AD-LIB PROG RAM COICTO UP 

Watch for another "Cross T? Ik" program to 
be coming up on VEWB radio in the near 
future, Check that station for details. 


JAY PEAK WEEK-END IMP 4/30 - May 2, '76 
By Rachael U. Charland 

Only tliree people, Lou Catozzi, Churchill 
Scott and myself enjoyed t Spring trip 
to Jay Peak on April 30 through May 2, 
this year. 

Friday evening was a warm, Spring Day 
and after arriving at Jay Camp, Lou made 
hi3 version of Eeef-Stroganoff while I 

prepared biscuits for our dessert - 

Strawberry Shortcake, complete with the 
Whipped cream ! 

Saturday dawned a sunny day and as we 
left Route .105 hiking toward Shooting 
Star Shelter, v/e vound the trail in good 
condition, tie enjoyed a brief lunch at 
this shelter and found hiking toward 
Laura Woodard Ihelter a completely dif- 
ferent story. During t .e distance of 
approximately 4- 1 miles v/e encountered 
all kinds of weather and trail hazards, 
high stream-like trails, mud, fallen 

trees and lots of SNOW two to four 

feet in some areas. Even Lou and Church- 
ill, veteran hikers, said they had never 
seen the trail so difficult. Strong 
winds and pouring rain greeted us at the 
summit. Lou stopped and chatted with the 
Tram Operator while we headed for the 
thick wooded trail that would lead us 
back to Jay Camp. Lou managed to get 
ahead of us and he and our Canadian vis- 
itor, Andre, had a great fire going in 
the ever faithful stove. Q Even Churchill’s 
thermometer registered 86 about 8:30 PM 
As we strung many lines of rain-soaked 
clothing throughout the cabin, beef stew 
whetted our appetites. A1 were to tired 
for dessert ! 

Suncay was a rainy day (Anyone know the 
foot miles between Route ,/242 and Route 
.rl 05? Ask Churchill sometime). A hearty 
breakfast wa3 especially enjoyed by- all. 
And re left for the trail to Jay Peak 
while Lou made ready for another trip to 
the Tram station and still others attend- 
ed church services in Montgomery. The 
sun did shine briefly Sunday morning so 
we hiked a bit of the trail from Route 
;/242 toward Hazen's Notch. Let's have 
more hikers for the next north Country 

hike We've seen those mountains in 

the Spring and Winter How about a look 

at them in the Fall. .... 

#•*#**#*** 
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PICO CAMP WORK PARTY, June 5, 1976 
By Sherwin Start 

At the fire Station, we met Wes Weston, 
Jim Frink, Robert . Bidde sc omb, Lou Cat- 
ttozi, Carol Chapman, Betty Staeck and 
Rachael W. Charland, all ready and anx- 
ious for the hike. At 8:45i we departed 
the Fire Station and arrived at Sherbum 
Pass at AM. After an uneventful 

hike, we arrived at Pico Camp at 10:15. 
After a short braak, we got started, and 
this found Jim in a general clean-^up, 
who started afire to bum up burnable 
trash. Bobert and I jacked up the the 
North-East corner of the shelter and put 
in supports that had previously given 
away. At 12:00 noon Carol aas still in 
the process of cleaning the interior or 
the camp, while Robert and I were still 
working on the repair to the structure. 

This work was dredfully needed, to give 
you an idea, there were 5° pounds of 
tin cans, bottles and other containers 
which had collected in two weeks, for we 
had removed 8 bags of trash 2 weeks 
earlier. 

At about 1:15* Rachael, Betty, Lou, Wes 
and others prepared a full-course turky 
dinner, HOT ROAST TURKEY that is, with 
all the trimmings, to include the giblet 
gravey. This was the most delicious 
meal that I have ever seen served on the 
Lcng Trail. Our thanks goes out to 
Rachael especially, who prepared the 
big bird and lugged it up the mountain. 

I told her she should have keep the 
Turkey nn the hoof and led it up the 
mountain and then buchared it and cooked 
it. 

Ir/ith the additional supplies broungt in 
by the second echelon, Detty, Raohael 
Lou and others, who were reported at the 
fire station at the begaining of this 
article, more maintenance work was acc- 
omplished, such as stove-pipr repair, 
creosoting, glass repair, entrance step 
to the entrance door and other tasks 
that had to be done. 

Next work party is July 19th., which 
will be the Jaugemant Trail, and lets 
all get out and help. Hope that that 
party can be as interesting and as use- 
ful a3 the Pico Party described above, 
it was a good turn out, and we need that 
kind of turn out to make this maintain- 
ence work pay off. We have boasted about 
our fine shelter condition. 


TRUSTEES MEETING, May 29, 1976 

By c’berwia Btari 

(1) Flection cf Officers: 

Tart van all incurt-ant 3 , all unappos- 
ed, oil re— e looted Tfe-.vviou3ly. 

(2) Oetamiitc-.a Assignments: ilcne 
(3.i I.i'l Membership: 

Ralph Bryant apolir.-zed to all present 
■beoav.se of neglecting to raise the Life 
Mtmbarakip at Large , although annual dues 
was raised. After dissuasion, it was then 
turned over to the Membership Committee 
for recommenaat ions fcr the nest Trustees 
meeting. It wa3 the general concensus 
that the Life Membership dues should be 
raised to conform with the increase .In 
At -large membership dues. 

(4} Relocation cf the Main Club Office: 
This matter was very vaguly touch*-.:' , to 
consider doller and cent3 costs, advanta- 
ges or disadvantages, but general disc- 
ussion was prevelunt. The natter was then 
turned over to the Plann:ng fonaittoe for 
a recommendation at the mat T urtles 
Meeting. 

(5) Land Owner Agreements on the A.T. : 
Larry Vanllster stated that there is a very 
serious problem between Route 12 ar.d the 
Conneoticvt River. However, your Trustee 
stuck hir nose in and r^ouested the l-iain 
Club to undertake as soon as possible the 
Land Owns! agreements between the National 
Forest Pr^c. imatior. Bcundries (Rt. 140 to 
U. S. 4) This motion ’.rac seconded and then 
passed, ac a firrt priority item, leaving 
the section from The Pt. 12 ro the Conn. 
River a second priority 

The next meeting of the Trustees will be 
held at Stowe, Vermont, time and place 
to be announced later. 

*• * * * * * * 

LAKE PLEIAD, 3./'3/?5 - Middlebury Gap, Vt. 
By Sherwin Start 

At 9 : Ck) AM wc departed the Fire Station 
in Rutland and proceeded to Middle bury 
Gap s It was 5^ in Rutland and the weather 
wa:- fire. However, wnen we reached the 
Gap the temperature won 25 with wind from 
the west at 15 — ?5 miles an hour, with 
the su n hidden behind the cloud--?. The 
ground was vovered with p j w to rrvdce the 
cor. lit ions more undesirable. Still not 
dampened by the weastur, the 8 of no, 
Jisfrxlnk, Clrirohill Scott, Amia Nyiri, 
Sherry Hayes , Kathy Kayes, Andy Kayis, 

Cris Hayes and nyse-lf. We started along 
picking a3 many of the frozen foot prints 


as we could for support. In spots that 

were net too many, we did at times sink 
in up tc c.:r v. is+.s, The only snewohoos 
that aoouvs i .he party was r rail- 

tL-.-L i had brought act felt glad that I 
di.. so. It wc. . n. 30 minuet o/cugrlo 
before we reached tbc« L-:.*to ?1 i ‘ shel- 
ter, and almost afraid to venture any 
further. At the she- Iter wo met c-.p *ith 
a well armed, but poorly foot dressed 
"Daniel Boor.e" who was no no other than 
Churchill Soott *s bo~ Robert . Bob had 
a good fire going which wc all enjoyed 
ana appreciated Bel having ready. After 
warmth had returned, ventured further 
with Jim Frink in the lead. It appears 
that no mv knew where they were going, 
as tbs route to Lake Pleiad was not known 
even to our allustrors .lesJ.er* After 
seve.i-al at termite in find tie route, all 
were wet, tired ml next to exhaustion. 

At this point, I and Chri3 Hayes along 
with Andy h.ayes smarted for the summit 
of Worth Mount art. *5 took us about 30 
minuses via tho trail and ski sloops to 
recih the sop. The two boys were light 
enough to stay ab~ye the Com-5now cover. 
>;-• checked in at berth Mount air. Shelter. 
The view revealed lake Pleiad nettled in 
a 3. title hollowed out place rt :he rocks.. 
I talked on try C3 walkie talkie to some 
folks in Glens Fail-'-, N.Y. ;.nd Jfenoh.ester 
N.H. , then started to doosrd +0 Lakl 
Pleiad, the b^ys carrying Y5# worth cf 
cans and bottles they had collected on 
t:ie summit. Snovunooing down hill is 
different than up : ;..ll and 1 had my prob- 
lems. and we soon picked up the blue 
blaxes of south Trail to the lake. After 
15 mrtutes, with difficulties of falling 
and craw! rtg at times, we stood on the 
East Shoreline of ina Lake at the site of 
the old Lean-to. Because of the d fac- 
ulty in our endeavour. , we wcvtl fcavu 
planted a flag end claimed the lake for 
the Green mountain club if w.s Ivrt had one. 
As no one else show-id at ti e i.ekf. , v:e 
departed following the Dine BJ.-xsses cn 
the Trail East back to the Main Trail. 

Had we followed tlia t-cail ve started on 
in our first search for the Ltu:e, we found 
we would have been oo'vocx and f ound the 
Lake in tuc firr 1 piao-'. On re turn to 
the Shelter, the rest of the group were 
around a blazing fire in the prc,c'°n of 
enjoying a cop of coffee. Cris art Andy 
had hot chocolate and dried their cooks. 
When all wer*' well warmed, wc bnc’rt racked 
to our vehicles to end a perfect hike. 
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ACKMOV/LEDGjJTIEirr - W. Churchill Scott 

The Kill ingfcon Section of the Greetn Mou- 
ntain Club i3 rrtatful to the all' cf lire 
fca.lcw.ing people i , r ihair contrubuticns: 
Kv. and lire . hi chard Roberts 
Hr. Jobr H of fort 
Mrs. George i'irk 
Ihv. Harriot Bryant 
Helen Frinck 
Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

Fir. end lira. Wilman Day 
Hr. end Hr 3. Hedrick Cahee 
Doris Newton 
Albert Reiner 

***** 

BOARD OP DIRECTORS MEETING. . . . 

Dy Churchill Soott 

A Board of Directors meeting was held at 
the home cf President Janet Martin on 
Tuesday, Hay 18, 1976. 

Present we re Mrs. Martin, Thelma Valique- 
tte, Vera Perkins, Ray Catozzi, Cecelia ' 
Elwert , Wo 3 cot on, Paul Howard, Lou 
Catozzi, Churohill Scott and Harcld Rog- 
era. 

Lou Catozzi reported that new flyers de- 
scribing the Killington Section, and a 
recruiting measure , were being readied 
this summer. Also the Trail from Route 
140 to Sunny side was cleared and Llaxed. 
Sunnyside to Gov. Clement v/as blazed. Gov. 
docent to Cocper v;as blazed and is O.K. 
However, here we need drainage work. 

Cooper to Pico i3 good except for some 
blow-downs. Pico to Route 4 coul'd stand 
drainage work also. Lou explained a new 
ski trail and road to he built by the 
Sherburne Corporation which will cross 
the Long Trail. He 3howad 0:1 maps a pro- 
posed re-location of the Lc wg Trail to 
the west which would also c-v old the wet 
area. This met with the approval of the 
directors. 

A letter from Don Wallace to Lou Catozzi 
about the "Adopt a Shelter" program wa3 
discussed. Den has received offers to ado 
adopt Sunnyside and Governor Clement, but 
it was pointed out that Ann Ilauscloff 
and Miss Lynn Eaton we re our appointed 
adopters of these two shelters respect- 
fully some time ago. A letter will be 
written to see if they are still interes- 
ted Paul Hc’.rard ha3 alaoe written to Don 
Wallace and explained that although the 
shelter porgian is good, v:e feel we are 
keeping up our shelters, and can not see 
h.i.3 appointing of adopter’s for our shelt- 


Mrs. Martin stated that shelter reports 
go to setions for quick action. Paul 
suggested erpej.se bills go to the sec- 
tion for approval. Possible conflict of 
interest for '.lies Elwert, as caretaker 
at Coop3r,is responsible for Governor 
Clement also, h rl these items were 
voced on and passed to present to Mr. 
Wallace at the annual meeting. 

Miss Elwert described her duties as the 
caretaker at Cooper Lodge, her need cf 
a broom, door latch and help to clean up 
the trash left from the winter use. 

Wes made motion, seconded by Harold to 
approve the relocation of the Long Trail 
north of Cooper at new ski cutting with 
the Main CMC to do the necessary paper 
work on Act Ho. 25 0. 

The removal of stoves from carnps at high 
elevation or hea\-y use was discussed. 
Camel Hump and Mt. Mansfield are gone 
but the Dept art:. lent of Forest does not 
want to remove the one at Cocper. Jeb 
Brugmann the caretaker at Cooper last 
season would not allow a fire in that 
stove at Cooper. It, at that elevation, 
was a buzzard to the fragile nature of 
the wood3 . Jeb felt that if the stove 
wa3 not there, tempt ax ion to use it would 
cease. Jeb did a very fine job at his 
post there la3t season, 1 know, I kept 
close tract of what ho needed, etc. The 
other stove in question would be the one 
at Pico Camp. Because the elevation is 
not as groat as Cooper, the real danger 
in this score is the tremendous cutting 
of tre?3iuthe area, green or dry, with 
no consideration cf the hiker as to the 
dunnage being done to the grotth in that 
area. 

****** 

SUMMER LOCATION, CHURCHILL SCOTT 

Let us report that Churchill Scott will 
again he at his seme post at Plymouth 
State Forest Park in Plymouth, Vermont. 

He will reside in tne same c.cb.ui he had 
last 3 ear and his duties will be about 
the same as last year . We envy Church, 
for it is an outdoor life all of us would 
much enjoy. Read, your schedule, we have 
a week-end scheduled at He r oy in 

Plytnc. ith on /•ugr: 1 : 21 to 23. That ia rv 
birthday , and I intend to bo there. 

****** * 

LETS HAVE YOUR REPORTS t\}R L r y r T 
Deadline for ne=rt Jc*. 

* * * ** * ■>' 
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NORTHA.M PICNIC AREA HIKE Jan. 25, 1976 

By Sherwiu Start ... , . . 

Eorau-e of Anr.oi j.ve difficulties, this 
hike leado :• lid not meet the 12 people 
reedy for the scheduled hike to ITortbam 
F'^crJe Area, and the gruup left the fire 
station et y:00 Al-I. 

At the end of the port inn of the road that 
war travel able hy oar, the cars werepark- 
ed and on. ski is, snowshces and in sore 
cases, using just plain bocts, the group 
took off up the read to the picnic area. 

Fortunately for those that were not equipp- 
ed with 3kiis or snow-shoes, the road had 
been used for snowmobile trails and the 
snov; was well packed to support the weight 
of the hiker*3. 


Kauri stayed the night and my car full 

returned to Ret lend about 10? 00 P:M. 

sue OK 3BZ OK TU.-.TL 6/13/76 

By Robert Carey 

Only three of us turned out for this hike 
on a fine Sunday merging. Boo, Paul and 
others were at the F.ru Station at the 
take off time, but foi other reasons, they 
could not make the hike. 

Rachael Char land, Robert Eid-ilaoombe and I 
in Bob’s vehicle, prccoedad to Goshen to 
locate and oorqa*' r 'tho trail. Our most 
■diffioulty was locating the trail, but 
we finally did and proceeded up to Sucker 
Brook Shelter on the L.T. At this point 
we enjoyed a rest, lunch before starting 
tack to the vehicle. 


In the meantime, your leader had overcome 
his automotive difficulties and was in 
route to the scene. After parking t,y 
automobile, dgattirg into my snowrhoos, I 
sprinted up the trail to the picnic area. 

Or. reaching the area, I found Rachael 
Char land, Jim Frink, Carol Martin, Carl 
Schmidt, L. Siu 3 mon, J. Crouthcr, Lou 
Cattozzi, Churchill Scott, Bob Pryer, 
Harold Rogers, C.O. parsons, Jamet Martin 
and P. Woodbury, all cuddled around the 
fire enjoying their lunch. 

The fire was in the huge fireplace at the 
area, malting a very warm setting. Harold 
Rogers finally found some water and hot 
drinks were available. 

The group split up then, one group going 
up the hill to the shelter and the other 
group hiked off to the C.C.C Stone Shel- 
ter. 

On rejoining later, we readied and hiked 
out to the parked automobile -, and depart »m 
for home. It was a gcc.l hike, vil -.he. 
group was no worse for the lack of a load- 
er at the start. 

* * ****** 

PD1NFY HOLIOW, Plymouth, Vermont 6 / 28/76 
By ?5i.ul Howard 

Unscheduled and unplanned, at the spur of 
the moment, Vies Weston, Doc Howard, Mauri 
Winituri left for a visit with Churchill 
Scott at Finney Hollow. Learniri.ag of 
this, Lou Catozzi ar.d I decided to join 
the group. Apparently it sounded interest 
ir.g, for Ray Cattozzi, Billy C&ttozzi, 
and Carl Schmidt joined uc, and the eve- 
ning was a fruitfull event, although no 
formal meeting was held. Doc, Wes and 


It wan discouraging to find a rake and 
other to^iz there with the handles burned 
off. This sort of thing costs money and 
is spoiling our trail system. The shelter 
was in goc 1 condition otherwise, and the 
day was perfect for the hike. 

BA ID MOUNTAIN 
By Janet Martin 

Although Bald Mountain is not on the Long 
Trail System, there is much hiking and a 
lot of viork to do there in tnc upkeep. 

The Senior Cdrl Scout Troup 3^2, with my- 
self as loader and advisor spent muck time 
working on the Aitken State Forest in ken- 
don getting the trails ready for the cr.anrer 
influx of hikers. 

The trail starting at the Girl Soount Camp 
runs in a figure 8 pattern returning to 
the Girl Scout Camp. The work we have 
done is essentially tho same os would be 
done on the L.T. , altnough the area is not 
as well known. A fine article appeared in 
the Rutland Herald about cur work on this 
trail, al >rig with good pictures of our 
group at work. This war published Sunday 
Hay 9, 197 6. 

HOIik.r; STUDENT 

Betsj Martin, daughter of our President, 

Jo net Martin, wall named Valedictorian this 
year. She .is a winner of xl hatio.ir.l K«vit 

Uel 'larnhip, and a regional vinnor ei tho 
University of Vermont Life Rati Contest. 

She placed second in the 1976 French be-ach- 
‘ers contest. She is very active in the 
C-irl Scouts, and will study forest ry at 
the University of Maine in Ocor.o, Maine 
next fall. Ccngradnlations, Betsy, and 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

HIKE SCHEDULE 
Fall and Winter 1976-1977 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and time listed, 
tor more information contact the hike leaders below: 


DATE 


TIME 

Sept. 

11 

) 9:30 



) 6:00 

Sept. 

18 

.. 9:00 

Sept. 

26 

. . 9:00 

Oct. 

2.. 

.. 8:00 

Oct. 

9.. 

. . 9:00 

Oct. 

17. 

.. 1:00 

Oct. 

22 

) 6:00 

Oct. 

23 

) 

Oct. 

29 

) 5:30 

Oct. 

31 

) 

Nov. 

7.. 

. .10:00 

Nov. 

13. 

.. 9:00 

Dec. 

4. . 

.. 6:00 

Dec. 

ii. 

.. 9:00 

Dec. 

18 

)10: 00 

Dec. 

19 

) 

Jan. 

8.. 

..10:00 

J an • 

15. 

.. 7:00 

Jan. 

23. 

..10:00 

Feb. 

5.. 

..10:00 


PLACE 


MILES 

LEADER PHONE TOTAL 


a.m. . . Bald Mt J. 

p.m. . .Tamarack Notch-Covered Dish Supper... V. 

a.m... Work Party S. 

a.m. . .End-to-End Long Trail - 

Mt. Carmel to South Pond R. 

a.m Dorset Mt. with Bennington Section... S. 

a.m... Work Party S. 

p.m. . .Valiquette Memorial Hike-East Mt J. 

p.m... Merck Forest Weekend W. 


Martin 773-8621... 3.0 

Perkins. . . .773-2941 

Start 775-3193 


Charland .. .775-4893. . . 8.3 
Start. .....775-3193... 5.0 

Start 775-3193 

Valiquette. 773-8745. . . 3.0 
Weston 775-2132 


p.m. . .End-to-End Long Trail - 

Jay Camp Route 242, Tillotson Camp 
a.m. . .Cavendish Gorge 

a.m... Rock Point - Burlington, Vt 

p.m. . .Moonlight Hike 

a.m. . .End-to-End Long Trail - 

Bromley South to Prospett Rock.... 
a.m. . . Sunnyside Camp - 

Overnight if Desired 

a.m. . .Northan Picnic Shelter 

p.m... Annual Meeting Killington Section, 
a.m... Elbow Road, Mendon to Sherburne... 
a.m... Pine Hill Area 


. .C. Scott 775-5720. . .13.7 

. )C. Guica 

)R. Charland. . .775-4893 

. .J. Frink 775-4925... 2.0 

. .R. Catozzi. .. .773-3006. . . 1.0 

. .C. Scott 775-5720... 6.9 

..P. Howard 77 5-0716... 1.0 

3.0 


B. Staeck 422-3277... 4.5 

C. Scott 775-5720... 3.0 


E 


D 

D 


E 


D 

E 

E 

E 

D 

E 

E 


M 

E 


Degree of Difficulty: E - Easy (Good for Children) 

M - Medium 

D - Difficult (Mostly Long Mileage) 
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A KEEK-k-d AT Tn3 PICEki'INlIAL GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB imRlBCTIOHAL 


By Rachel Charlar.d 

On Saturday, August 2b, 1S76, I arrived about ^5 30 A„M. and registered 8t the 
office of the uz-atn fountain flub Intersections.! located at xhe Twin -Tills Girl 
Scout Camp '.n Jonervj.l'ie, Vermont. Everyone v:as so friendly and helpful in exp- 


1 airing tbe acfcavat iar planned for the 
coding week. .0 Cuxdo <ns diopCvCtohed with 
me to lo't.T.o my xentmalo , rot Kb xghx , She 
had i’-end Friday r- xg ; it i.j a ehflxcr be- 
oanrs of the heavy rnjn, She selocte . a 
tent sits ar.4 we prcxu-.odsi to oitch her 
tsnt and got hoi- gear in oner, '<.*/) oi 
Winiorri stopped by to cI.h,*. ac ye wore 
working ajid told ur « j v*. a .’Tike 

that 'em d beon pie-uic: 1 . by cna of tae care- 
takers at Little River State- Park. Dot 
decided ay-oj^t going :-n this hike so her 
frir -nd, Elia,? both A hum, of C o: noc t tout 
aocorap'Uxied mo to Little diver wiere we 
were met ry a group of campers there. Not 
only was it a Nature walk but a Hi ster- 
let! walk s well as tbs Caretaker had 
documented a leaflet which toll abo it the 
various former heme cites as well as the 
old saw mill in the area Is wa walked 
along she told us abe't the various flo- 
wers and bushes and come background of 
each oi the sixes. Delicious D’> aokberries 
added to the enjoyment. At the erd of 
the afterncora, Elizabeth and I attended 
Macs at Watartuvy and the day ended witn 
a f.-.ne dinner at Twin Hallo and folk 
dancing. 

Heavy rain made Saturday evening a trying- 
time but all Bosmc-i to survive. One un— 
f- rtunate gr-aup of 4 fo-.u-d several inches 
of water in their tent and had to rove to 
higher ground to dry cut. I :i weather 
still prevailed on Sur-Jay and all event a 
wore late getting started, Eliza. oth 
Ahern, gave Bob Carey and nv_-. if a ride 
to Mt. Mausfieid. summit , and Lob and I 
hiked the trail northward. Although the 
group that hiked to Camels Hump m.-rc vn ih 
bad weather, we had a fine hike with, tho 
boot in senary. Litnch was at toe r b.in. 

On inis hike we met approximately 40 
hiker 3, and amoung them was the smallest 


**♦#*» *#****•» -* 
dog I Iiave ever seer, on the Trail who 
had hiked up xhe L ra ; 1 behind hi o master. 
One outstanding pwint of this hiko was 
for ms, the view oi the bake in the 
Clrvi--, u small lake, but certainly the 
higu->st ;.oko in T’.irraout. Aiteu irsoer.i- 
iug T./ie trail I fininned that part of the 
trail by walking from Smugglers Notch bad 
1.o ti'.v eniraroe of thy trail where Eliz- 
abeth ;.'is waiting for u.' au-i we returned 
to be greet i by a delicious Eroilcd 
chrckeu dr.rner. 

With jo much frem so many CMC members and 
i vie-ui?, ijy first impression of an f.nt- 
eruriora] wa3 most pleasant u.rd I want 
to thank Rob Carey, Elizabeth Ahem and 
Dorothy Kioght for ail their assistance. 

I fcc-1 that the annual Intersect loz.nl is 
an opper+vnity for all members of ths 
Green Mountain Club to get to getter to 
understand the mean iug of G.M.C. end how 
to cope with th3 problems, structure and 
all that concern good hiking people, and 
to enjoy social entertainment with the 
Kind of people we have tho canto interest 
with. 

*************** 

PINKS! HOT, IXTW WEEK-END - AUG 21 r 1^76 

Tho Finney H r llow Week-End camping trip 
was rather poorly attended. At tne lire 
Station, Jim Trink, Mrs. G dregs Kirk and 
Paul W:-gg.*r. a wore there ready to go. 
oSifcjvi Wintturi and Rac.b.v-1 Char laud 
arri •leg at Finney Hollow separately with 
tho l-il tor attending the Crown point 
Mil. it ary Read Hiko from the Boy Scout 
Cam? at Piymoutu north along the famous 
French and Irdi.an V'ar road to the foot of 
Salt as':-. H~ur. !■ air , 

The remaining f-our drove past the Cool- 
idgv Homo and Cleose factory and parked. 
Walking along this road toward Morgan Park 
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PINIJEY HOLLOW - Cent. 

Wrecking r'r.tc open country with good 
rAWi Eou .aomly view3 the group turn- 
ed cast ati the V-hoiaiona Brook Road, beav- 
i;v dar.>ged by ar.e storm Belle in July. 

Jin and Mauri arrived, to have lunch at 
the rottoga vith ae. From 2:00 P.H. to 
/!?00 the, leader c,;.cr.+ at the rurm and 
Wi.l'ieruc3S "’•’air hoping to go© acme more 
Killxngtou Section Members. 

At J ho Contact "station in the Park 4 to 
6:3 r ' die leader hop-vi to see some cf the 
folk© that hai. pi jruiod to stay overnight 
but cr. cne arrived. L'ron returning to the 
Cottage the- let act Smcko and Blazes plus 
tha aokelule wap fourl . 

Whan piano were rale dor this outing that 
fell on Paul Howard's birthday, it was 
hoped that a good tu-u out would material- 
ize so it wan very disappoint ing to seo no 
one there on Saturday night. 

V;. Chuiohill Scctt 

*** ******* ******* 

EOlitD OP DJUECTOPS ILSSTING Jyly 15, 1 976 

A hoard of Direct ore meeting was held at 
Pi nr.cy Follow on Thursday July 15, 1576 
Present were Janet Wart va ; Vera Perkins, 

Vice W enter, Roc haul Cor. r land, I-Unl Howard 
Harold Rogers, She ’"win Start anu Chucchill 
Scott. Guards v/ere Jrvk Fart in, Mai'.ri 
Wictturi, Kerry Poet and Cecelia Eiwert. 
"Adopt a Shelter Pre-gram discussed in 
depth and Kee undo a motion to allow mem- 
bers of the Killing! on Scot ion to volenteer 
as adoptees fires and then if uurble to 
find anj , contact Dec wallaoc-, head of the 
Program. Motion wu. hi corded by Vera Fer- 
kir-3 and passed, k^oruat ion lias been re- 
ceived that the Pioneer Valley Section lias 
the same feeling. Pvn read a letter from 
Fr. -ili E oquaert with an offer to help the 
Killingtcn Section on Trail Clearing and 
work parties. 

Need a Trails Chairman to replace Lou Ca- 
tozai who left for Army Service. Bob Bi- 
ddesoombe was suggested. 

Wes offered to look up list of unggosted 
duties for various cffiatirc. an I committee 
heads which ho drew up some tamo ago. 

A work party wa3 planned for Saturday, 
August 14, 1576 and Cecelia suggest water 
bai-3 and work on trail from Sherburne Pass 
to Pico and beyond if possible. 

Report of Cecelia Elwert, Caretakef cf 
Cocp«r Ledge, reports that Fioo-Outhouse 
nueds repair. Cooper bunks need repair 
and the spring, coolest on the trail has 
^mroinn.^ a At Tamarack. the oorkies 


have been buey on the shelter and the out- 
hoi.se, the latter needing jacking up. 
Governor Clement needs repairs to fireplace 
grate an'* Cecelia suggest that sign 3 may 
ho’p to prevent further damage if it were 
advertised that the grate was movable. The 
path to the water supply is eroded. 

Mauri stated Sunnyaide spring ohould be 
repaired. Euoklin Trail should be "ii seal. 
Around Little Killingtcn, ''xdil eroded and 
should be relocated a short distance. 

The Juganout trail to be worked on by Camp 
Cox or Sagamon. 

The subject of Trash barrels came up and 
Sherry made a motion to purchase two with 
covers and chains for road crossings. This 
( was seoonded by Rachael and panned. 

"Harry Peet will relay this idea to Main 
Club to interest them in Trash Disposal. 
Caretaker program policy deferod until a 
meeting with I.ary Van Meter. 

Harry Poet explained caretaker program and 
stated it has become mere efficient as dime 
goes by. He i-j glad to receive help ir. ob- 
taining r.?.r.oi of 'possible care takers. He 
suggests that members of tno Killiugton 
Section be contacted before caretaker for 
our area is hired. 

Paul Howard explained chance of getting a 
duplicating machine at a reasonable price. 
He was authorized to look into and purchase 
same. Sbsrry Start stated some posters in 
short supply. 

Meeting ended in good season and all en- 
joyed Janet's delicious loaf of home made 
braas and Rachael's Black and White Cake. 

Respectfully Submitted 
W. Churchill Scctt 
Secretary 

***************** 

SPEC Li L MEETING OP THE KILLIUGTON SEC- 
TION BOARD OP DIRECTORS. 

By Racnaol Char land 

On Monday, IQ/ 4 / 76 , an evening special 
Board of Directors meeting was held at the 
home cf our president, Janet Martin. A 
List of Vo 1 ante or a who have been working 
on the Long Trail repairing damage done 
to it by' Hurricane Belle will in the next 
issue cf Smoke and Elazes. Sherwin Start 
Trails Chairman, stated that response of 
tho volunteer:: for working on the Trail 
Restoration pmgr-oa has boon overwhelming. 
About 65 wa!;er‘t aro and approximately 290 
feet cf ditch ao far has been completed on 
the Trail from Sherburne Pass to Picl 
Shelter. 

Carl Schmidt is the new Quartermaster for 
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SPECIAL. B/D MEETING - Cont. 

The Killington Section due to the planned 
departure of Wes Weston to reside in No. 
Carolina. Paul Howard was appointed as 
Vice-President, again in replacement of 
Wes who had that position. 

In appreciation of the long and tireless 
dedication that Wes has given in service 
to the Killington Section, a subscription 
to VERMONT LIFE was presented to him. Wes 
in turn presented a plaque that he load ob- 
tained after fire had distroyed the former 
Long Trail Lodge, and which was imbedded 
in a roclc near that sight. 

We will all remember Woa as a dedicated 
member and we will all niss him. Vie wish 
the very best to Wes and rally in their 
new venture i I 

Sharpy start gave a short report of a re- 
cent Tursteec Meetiiig tnat was held in 
Stowe. Also, Sherry announced that Wes's 
name was mentioned and he has been recom- 
mended for the Honorary Service Flaque that 
is given by the G.TI.G. to the most out- 
standing member of the y . 

The meeting enc'^d with delicious refresh- 
ments service by Jaw-1;. 

***■*■»•**#■•*#**** 

THE GJC AND THE SUMMER OP 1976 
By Larry VanMeter 

The GMC has had a busy summer. Most Sec- 
tions had active hike ani work party sch- 
edules, and as reported in earlier edition 
of Smoke and Blazes, we had some 25 care- 
takers, 6 ranger/ naturalists, and 8 Long 
Trail Patrol people on eho Trail. Cecilia 
Elwert did an especially good jcL as care- 
taker of Cooper Lodge, V •.••.<•5 '.n part to 
the generous Killi:igc-: , n o: ic e or.tr i put - 
ion which helped pay liar m.’.i. 

The summer of ' ]C we*> -a‘'>.a->u] l»- several 
respects. Tliree death:; occureu on the „ 
Trail: 2 heart attacks in the Mt. Mans 
field region, and a drowning on Camel's 
Hump. In addition, our Mansfield rangers 
were kept busy with the unusual business 
of helping authorities investigate to hang 
glider fatalities and the discovery by a 
hiker of a badly decomposed body found off 
the L. T. just south of Smugglers Notch. 
Since our caretakers and rangers started 
keeping records in 1971 i '76 has shown a 
sharp decrease in hiker traffic. Poor 
weather was at least partially responsible 
for this, unexpected, but not entirely un- 
happy situation. 

The upcoming issue of the Long Trail News 
will give details of the replacement of 
Carmel Camp by a fine open-face shelter of 
the Tucker-Johnson design. 


We have no word from the Tn-fcoiimt tonal 
Paper Company on approval of the Worcester 
Section's proposal for Stratton Pond. 

Tho trustees ' Long Range Planning Conm- 
ittee ha3 recommended the relocation of 
the Club Offioe from Center St., if econ- 
omically feasible. Endorsed unanimously by 
the trustees at their September meeting 
in Stowe was a move to the Long Trail Lodge 
"dorm" a small out-building near the site 
of the original L. T. Lodge. If such an 
arrangement can not be worked out , re- 
locate on to Montpelier was prominently 
mentioned so that the Club can work more 
closely with the Dept, of Forests & Parks, 
the legislature, and be oloser to the 
"private stretch" of the L. T. where the 
GKC is the sole maintaining organization. 

The storms in July and August caused con- 
siderable damage to some parts of the 
Trail. However, as George Pearlstein, 
Trails & Shelters Chairman, noted in his 
report to Ralph Bryant, "...while it is 
convenient to say that these storms wr- 
eaked varying amounts of havoc, we should 
not forget that the real culprits are cur 
years of neglect and our failure — despite 
the 1>73 experience — to maintain and pro- 
tect the trail with the worst possible run- 
off conditions in mind. Let us hope that 
other Sections will follow the lead of 
Killington anf Bennington in scheduling 
special work parties to restore and protect 
the trail." 

Without belaboring the point, I was a 
little discouraged to read Sherwin Start's 
report cn the Annual Meeting in the sum- 
mer issue of S moke ani Blaz es. Concerned 
GMC'ers need cnly tall: to other Section 
members who attended (among them, Rob 
Carey, Leu Caioczi, Rachel Char land) or 
pick up a copy of the minutes at the Club 
'office, to find that Sherry 'g report was 
erroneous and misleading. 

I think it's important for all GMC*ers to 
remember that the policy and decisions of 
the Club are made by its Board of Trustees, 
and not by the staff (Minerva and myself) 
or a "select group of people." On the 
Board there is 1 truntoe for every 70 
Section members, and only’ 1 truateo for' 
every 450 at-large members! Each trustee 
has equal voice and vote. If there are 
problems with the so-called "min club," 
then they are largely between one section 
and another, or between individual '-GMC 'ers. 
As the characters in the comic strip 
"Pogo" learned about pollution, "We have 
found the enemy, and he is us!" 
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SUMMER CP 1975 ~ Continued 
With trust ess in proper coamunicat ion v;ith 
tho eo-vticn, and vice-versa, the volunteer 
director of 'he Adopt -u~3he It er program, 
a ;:.T. Section trustee, oculd never have 
urured Soot ion responsibility for the main- 
tenance of certain shelters. Although the 
problem was rectified at the September 
meting, if the trustees had specified how 
the program was to be run at the outset, 
t’ a whole problem c«ul<* have been avoided. 
Your trustee Sherwin Start and Terry Gul- 
iflc are both dedioat jd and energetic GJIC 
members. But unless 5 hey know how you ■'’eel 
and you arc sure to find out from ther.. what 
happened at meetings und how they performed 
it is very difficult for them to work in 
the best interest of the Killington Section 
* * * * a**-******** 

CAP 71 ®?! SHELTER TO SOUTH FOND 
Ey Rachael Char Leal c j/'^/'i6 
On Saturday morning cn the 25+.h. of Sept. 
Chris Oey, Carl Schmidt, Air. Frink and I 
met at the Koltrns'.J. 1 .re H iion at about 
10:00 All an prepared for a hike to Carmel 
Shelter then to South fond. Cars were 
spotted at each end of the hike trail and 
the hike commenced at 10:30 A.M. at the 
New Boston Trail in Chittenden. AC-AIN, 
THERE IS NO TRAIL SIGN INDICATING THE 
CORRECT DIRECTION OP THE NEW BOSTON TRAIL. 
Jim Frink indicated this neglect in his 
hike report last year. It is a mistry to 
find out who is responsible for all of the 
blazes, blue or white, on this trip from 
Carmel Camp to South Pond. In many inst- 
ances the trail is not adequately marked. 
Also a very dangerous form of wet ground 
covering is bejng used on the trail and 
that is sheets of tin roofing covers the 
ground in wet areas without much thought 
that when this material i3 wet and cover- 
ed with leaves, it becomes a very slippery 
means of corssing a swampy area. It did 
not tales us long to roach the newly const- 
ructed Adirondack shelter at the site of 
the former Carmel Shellei*. After lunch we 
continued to South Pend and foend many tre 
trees that have blown down in the path nnd 
much stubble that leads to dangerous fails 
evidently someone has tried to clear parts 
of the trail without much help it the way 
of tools. Good weather was the order of 
the day and all of enjoyed the sunny, cold 
fall day. 

************** 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT Sept. 12, 1 976 
By Janet Martin 

At the Pot Luck supper last night which 


was attended by about 22 people it was 
deoiled that the ccns.it ion of our section 
trdiln msdo it necessary to revise our 
hike schedule io allow for a sufficient 
number of outings to get the Killington 
Section of Hie Long Trail restored to a 
moro usable condition before snow sets in 
otherwise the spring runoff is liable to 
make matters even worse than they are now. 
We will need the help and cooperation of 
all Killington Section members and friends 
to get our trail back into good condition, 
l.'e arc responsible for it and we have a 
record of excellent trail naintainonce, 
but wo have r„oi lone the preventive work 
of installing wo. tartars and drainage dit- 
-ches which probably would have prevented 
much of the damage which resulted from the 
heavy storms wliis past summer. 

The follosing schedule clianges were made: 
Sept. 11, Bald Mountain, this hike was 
changed to restoration work party at the 
last Board Meeting. September 18, Reg- 
ular! ly scheduled work party will con- 
tinue work stortod on the 11th. Ray 
Oatozzi in charge. Oct. 2, a work party 
will ride the Gondolla to the Burnmit of 
Killington and work from Cooper Shelter 
north t oward Pico and Sherburne Pass. 
October regularily schodulod work 

party hope to finish up work in the 

Pico-Killington Area. October 22, work 
on area in need of restoration in the 
vicinity of Button Hill. Oct. 23, Mreck 
Forest walk, reduced from overnight. 

It should be noted that Sherwin Start has 
undertaken direction of this trail re- 
storation work but we desperately need a 
Trail's Chairman and regular committee 
members. If you can help please contact 
Sherwin or your President .. .773-8621 . 
*************** 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - AUGUST 31, 197 

Present wore Paul Howard, Janet Martin, 

Vera Perkins. Churchill Scott, Sherwin 
Start, T. Vnliguctte and W. West on. 

Sherry cl Lscussed hurricane "Belle 1 ' da- 
mage to our suction of the Long Trail. 

Sink Brock to Pico Junction very bad. 

Needs great amount of work and water bars. 
Feels more work then section is able to 
do. Chain saw necessary. Wes appointed 
to look Into cost. 

Wes 3polce of the proposed By-Laws of the 
G.M.C. Article 6 on Trails and Shelters 
and also about how he felt that it was 
unnecessary to increase the office and 
administration expenses so greatly. 
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BOARD OP DIRECTORS MEETING - Continued 
Paul explained a comparison of the Killi- 
rgton Section to the 1'a.in Club as Vermont 
is to tho United States. Each section 
cannot go off by its own. It was felt 
that both parties need each other and must 
work together. 

Sherry gave a report on work parties. 

Very poor attendance. Suggest they be 
called "Trail Restoration Projects". Ask 
if hike leaders be v.'ilj ing to cancel out- 
ings in favor of work parties until Nov. 7 • 

Vera spoke of ways to make donations to 
trail me. inta ire ace . 

Sherry aslced about organisational mem- 
bership in poet ion. Do not have at pre- 
sent. Read ways tc meet lefecito. 

Possibly hi.ro cartaker at Pico an Cooper 
and furnish ecru.ipment as a way to help 
improve Trail. 

A resolution was approved to include day 
of week on the next outing schedule. 

Paul spoko about another radio talk 3how 
to promote interest in the soctiou. Sug- 
gested that the girls take over next time. 

The Board discussed a replacement for 
Ian Hard and Wes was asked to contact 
Betty Stacck who agreed to serve. It was 
passed unanimously. 

Sherry stated tho proposed By-Laws say 
each section shall have a President, Sec.- 
Traas. and a Trails Chairman. 

Rachael Char land has been asked to contact 
Robert Biddisoombe for the latter position. 


father, Ray, Shorwin Start , Jack Crowder 
and Janet and Nancy Martin. Ha started 
out with Shorwin with the rented power saw 
indicating where to put the necessary 
water-bars to prevent futh°r erosion of 
the trail and cutting the neoo3cary logs. 
V/c started work on the first up hill pitch 
beyond the Long Trail Lodge buildings and 
soon woon working diligently in two crews. 
Iii all we installed thirteen wator-bars 
and chanelod drainage in two extreemly wet 
areas - one right at the register where 
fill of logs and dirt hopefully will get 
the hikers up out of the muok when the 
niu'ky fill, dries out!! Another very wot 
area just beyond this was also ditched and 

filled. Then came the big gultch here 

we inm allot a water bar at tho bottom and 
filled an! leveled to. ackeive bettor dr- 
ainage and at so found a good location for 
another water bar part way up to divert 
some of the volume of water running down 
the trail... a log will bo cut to install 
hero next week. Then filling can be com- 
pleted and the crew continue on to install 
the rest of tho waterbars which Sherwin 
has laid out and cut between there and 
Pico Sheltor. Mid way thru our labors the 
first hiker of the day appeared and kind- 
ly offered to holp us a bit... thru con- 
versation we loomed he wes John McDonald, 
newly arrived in the Rutland Area, invited 
him to tho Fot Luck Supper and a new mem- 
ber was recruited. Ho weren't so suc- 
cessful with the other hikers who came 
along but at least they are now aware of 
the work which someone has to do to get 
the trail into good hiking condition! 


After the meeting a very enjoyable social 
hour was given to the Board by Wes and we 
all iiad a very pleaccnt evening. 

A very thorough report on "Belle" damage 
was road from Cecelia Elwcrt, Cooper Lod- 
ge caretaker. All shelters in good shape. 
Trails did not wash too badly. But the 
Buckliu Treil and Long Trail Fico Junc- 
tion north to Sherburne Pass are worst hit 
and will require a great of work. 


Respectful !j subiuitt od 
W. Churchill Scott 


.. . . Socretary-^Treasurer 

**************** 


BALD IIOUITAIN 5 HIKE CONVERTED TO TRAIL 

shovels 

inJavad Saturday Kerning Sept. 11, 1 97 6 . 
Among them wc were pleased to find Lou 
Catozzi hone on leave from the Army, his 



Report Completion fo the Eald Mt . Trail 
relocation and extent ion. Tho Bald Mt. 
tfail is now a figure 8 going over both 
summits and a new loop back from the Red 
Rocks viewing area ^around tho side the 
mountain eliminating the necessity of 
returning to the tpp before decending 
the Mountain Workiicompleted by Senior 
Girl Scout Troop J42 on September 2. 
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BUSINESS MEETING - TAMARAC NOTCH 
Reported "by C. Scott 

After a tasty and enjoyable covered dish 
supper at Tamarack Notch a short business 
meeting was held. 

work parties, now called Trail Restorat- 
ion Projects will be held on Saturday, 
September 18 and October 9, 1976 as sch- 
eduled on the outing list. 

Hike to Dorset Mountain with the Benning- 
ton section cancelled and I^iul Howard 
will try to arrange for use o f. the Kill- 
ing-ton Gondola to bring the Restoration 
party to the summit of Killington Mt. and 
work will progress from Cooper Lodge to- 
ward Pioo to meet a point the Oct. 113th. 
party will have completed coming from 
Sherburne Pass southward. 

Editor’s Note: The Sherburne Corporation 
as in the past was very understanding of 
our necd3 and very cooperative in allow- 
ing us to use the Gondola. 

Merck Forest hike changed to a day hike 
on Sunday, October 24 and on Saturday 
October 23rd, work will be done on Button 
Hill Area. 

Janet led the discussion of a list of 
questions by the Long Range Planning Com- 
mittee of the Main Club. Shorwin Start 
our Trustee, will report our answers at 
the ne.:t Board of Tnistocs meeting. 

MAIN PURPOSE OF CMC: To see to the over- 

all needs of the club such as blazing; 
talcing care of shelters; brush clearing 
— namely good sectional control. Shel- 
ter repair was acclaimed by all present 
a3 adequate. Outhouses and sewage con- 
trol oould be improved. Some talk of the 
new type of outhouses in use at Little 
Rock Pond. Should GIIC mako an effort for 
more members? Yes. Should there be 
greater effort sign standardization on 
the trail? Yes. What changes in the 
Caretaker program should there be? The 
Sections should be consulted. Should 
Ranger naturalist program be continued. 
Yes, it is very good program. It is good 
hiker education. There was some question 
about the cost of the patrol and care- 
taker programs and it was answered by 
those present that they thought (2) more 
people should be added to the present 
patrol or even to the caretaker program. 
More elaborate GMC headquarters was sque- 
lched. Since GMC docs more and more 
business with the State (Act 250, for ex- 
ample) it has been suggested that GMC 
headquarters be in Montpelier. There 

wau UHK'h diaotusoion, Horc wrtjrt-od -tiia 


the GMC Headquarters here in Rutland area 
not necessarily on Center Street but much 
discussion about purchasing, leasing or 
renting of presumably empty buildings near 
the Long Tn.il opposite the present Long 
Trail Lodge. There doesn’t seem to be any 
address for the Green Mountain Club except 
a Box number at the Rutland Post Office. A 
few of us know where the office in on Cen- 
ter Street brut the avurage hiker would not. 
Sherry asked his questions about raising 
funds for the Main Club and most wore 
against it - - Paul very much in favor of 
raising funds for our own Section and per- 
haps a percentage for the Main Club. He 
was very certain that he could raise funds 
from the local businesses. These funds to i . 
help with more money for the Caretaker 
Program, locally. It was noted that money 
given to the GMC, as an organization, for 
a specific purpose should remain just that 
way. No such monies to be put into the 
General Fund. 

A policy shoiird be set up for hiking the 
trail in the winter months. There was 
much discussion. Such winter hiking is 
NOT recommended for the novice or inexp- 
erienced hiker. Other subjects were the 
need for a Guido for the outlying trails, 

GMC should influence the Legislature to 
assist the GMC as the Long Trail is a vital 
resource to the state, Ski expansion should 
be restricted and controlled. 

If the GMC had ,10,000.00, what to do ? ? 
Trail improvement and coridinate field 
work. Trail assignments for now Guile 
Book. Can barely keep up with our own 
Section, but at most would consider main- 
taining trail to Tucker-|ir6AAscn||Slfci],tcr, 
inclusive. JtfU, I 

Tne proposed By-Ia.ws changes werflr YLiscussed. 
Any intersted person may obtain a oopy of 
these changes from the GMC office on 
Center Street. Rachael Char land was app- 
ointed to read activity report at next 
Annual G.M.C. Meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted 

W. Churchill Scott 

Secre+ary Treasurer 

************* 


Editor*s Note: Due to other* commitments, 

I have been late in the publishing of this 
edition of SMOKE AND BLAZES, and I have 
also left out some articles, and to those 
who took the time to send in articles and 
can not find their article in this issue 
I apologize - hope to do better by you 
in the next issue. Also, PERSONALITY OF 
THE WEEK will be again written next issue. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL 
........ EELTING ‘ ........ 

Be inormed, be there, enjoy the fun and refreshments at the ANNUAL MEETINF OF THE KILL- 
INGTON SECTION of the G.M.C. The place is the Unitcran-Univcrsalist Church. The Location 
is at 117 West Street, Rutland, Vermont. The date is January 1 5 » 1577, Saturday, and the 
time is at TiOO P. M. - Besides the regular meeting, there will be entertainment, with a 


varied program to be enjoyed by all. 

* 

There will be a slide showing of Wild Flow- 
ers of Vermont to entice the lovers of nat- 
ure. Also, we plan to show other slides of 
scenes of the Long Trail and Hiker Interest 
from other members of our Section. All these 
slides will Interest the "Back Packer". If 
any of our members have slides that they 
would like to include in this showing, bring 
them along and I am sure that- al 1 present 
will enjoy your slides. 

There is parking space in the rear of the 
Church, acccs3able from Cottage Street, or 
plenty of parking otherwise in the area. 

We are looking for a large turnout, we are 
looking for YOU, mark it down on your sched— - . . 
ulc and plan to be there. 

Any questions about or concerning the meet- 
ing, pleace call our President, Janet. Martin,- 
Phon*. 773—0621 . 

After the regular -meeting^, there wili.be re- 
freshments -served and a Social Hour for all 
to discuss their hikes and other.. interests 
of the Green Mountain Club and especially 
the Killington Section. 


*********** 

3JSAM SCI 

h-.h- “• b- 

On January 11, 1 977 » The Killington Section 
of the Green Mountain Club will again bo 
featured on the W.H.W.B. Radio Cross-Talk 
Program, an Ab-Lib show. The show goes on 
the air at about 10:10 A.M. right after the 
News, and will continue to 11:00 A.M. 

Ed Larson of that station will be our host, 
and with Ed's questioning, it will prove to 
be an 'interest! ng .and, .inf omat ive show. 

To be featured on the show from the Killington 
Section. will be our President, Janet Martin 
and her daughter, Betsy Martin. We aro in 
hopes that we will be able to have Cecelia 
Elwert on the -show also. Cecelia was the 
Caretaker at Cooper Todge -at the Summit of 
Killington .Mountain in 1 976 , and I am sure 
-will have interesting .Comment 0 for Ed. 

Be sure to have your radio tuned to WHWB 
for the program, and we urge you to call in 
duming the program if you have any questions 
you may wish to ask our -panel. The number 
to. noil- is 773— 3315 and ask for the Cross- 
Talk Show. 


Also, there will be a meeting of the Board Wc thank Frank.jJcCormick, . Ed Inxson and 

of Directors after the regular .meeting for WHWB for the opportunity to he on this show, 

the purpose of appointment of new Officers.. .. 


HAP Ry 


* *-* * 


Mi K£T//v q. . f/sj 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


HIKE SCHEDULE 
Spring and Summer 1977 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and time listed. 
For more information contact the hike leaders below: 


DATE 



TIME 



Sat . , 

Feb. 

19 )., 


a. 

TT1 • 

Sun. , 


20 ) 




Sat. , 

Mar. 

5 

9:00 

a 

m. 

Sat. , 

Mar. 

19 ).. 

10:00 

a. 

m. 

Sun. , 


20 ) 




Sun. , 

Mar. 

27 .. 

9:00 

a 

m . 

Sat. , 

Apr. 

2 

6:00 

P 

Til ■ 

Sun. , 

Apr. 

17 .. 


a 

m. 

Sat. , 

Apr. 

23 .. 

8:30 

a 

m. 

Sat. , 

Apr. 

30 ).. 

9:00 

a. 

m . 

Sun. , 

May 

1 ) 




Sat. , 

May 

7 ).. 

9:00 

a 

m. 

Sun. , 

8 ) 




Sat. , 

May 

14 

8:30 

a 

m • 

Sat. , 

May 

21 

10:00 

a 

in. 

Sat. , 

May 

28 

9:00 

a 

m • 

Sat. , 

June 

4 


a 

01 • 

Sun. , 

June 

5 

8:30 

a 

m . 

Sat. , 

June 

11 ).. 

8:30 

a 

m. 

Sun. , 


12 ) 




Sat. , 

June 

18 . . 


a 

m • 

Sun. , 

June 

19 . . 

9:00 

a 

.m . 

Sat. , 

June 

25 .. 

8:30 

a 

m . 

Sat. , 

July 

9 ).. 


a 

in • 

Sun. , 


10 ) 




Sat. , 

July 

30 .. 


a 

> m • 

Sat. , 

Aug. 

13 .. 

8:30 

a 

ni • 

Aug. 

27 





thru 





Sept. 

5 






PLACE 


LEADER 


MILES 

TOTAL 


a.m. . .Sunnyside Overnight R. Catozzi. 


Alternate Hike - Texas Falls. 


.J. Frink 4.0 M 


Uni versal ist-Unitarian Church. 


(End-to-End Purpose Hike) R. Charland 10.0 D 

Mereck Forest Weekend (Mt. A.) C. Scott ) 

Flower Identification Hike J. Martin) 

Trail Restoration & Shelter Inspection 

(Tucker Johnson-Pico) R. Catozzi 


Bob Gibbs 3.0 E 


4.0 E 


4.0 M 


.GMC Intersectional - Tamarack J. Martin, Chairman.... 


Degree of Difficulty: E - Easy (Good for Children) 

M - Medium 

D - Difficult (Mostly Long Mileage) 
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ANNUAL MEETING. KILLINOTON SECTION. GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB. January 15, 1977 
As submitted and reported by W. Churchill Scott 

The 1977 Annual Meeting of the Killington Section was held on Saturday, January 1 5 * 1977 
at the Unitarian Church attended by about 30 members. Out of town folks included Ralph 
Williams, West Rutland, Mr and Mrs. Lloyd Weeks Springfield and also "Wes” Weston from 
Raleigh, North Carolina. Also, attending a-****************-**** 
was Larry Van Meter, Executive Director of 
the Green Mountain Club. 


The Secretary and Treasurer's Reports were 
read and accepted. 

Janet gave the President's report and also 
the results of the Main Green Mountain Club 
Questionnaire filled out at our last Annual 
Meeting. 

Sherwin Start reported on Trails, Stressing 
the amount of work done to repair Hurricane 
Belle damage and how important it is to keep 
ahead of the maintainance work. Some hikes 
were changed to work parties, now called 
resturation parties. 

Janet read Cecelia Elwert's report on her 
varied experiences as caretake at Cooper 
Lodge and her recommendations for next year. 

Ray Catozzi spoke about the Shelters and 
their conditions. Pico and Sunnyside work 
parties during season. Others were visited 
and cleaned and "picked-up" for the hiking 
season. 

The outing Program headed by Rachael Char- 
land, resumed the Winter-Week-End-Hike and 
visited Half Moon State Park, Boiling Spring, 
Mount Abraham, Cavendish Gorge and Rock Point 
in Burlington for the first time. Plus a 
wild flower identification hike to Bald Mt. 

The membership dropped to 103 from 114 in 
1976. 

It was voted to donate $$50.00 again to Tam- 
arack Notch Aitken Forest Association for we 
use their facilities for the Winter-Week- 
End and Covered Dish Supper. 

Mrs. Jean DAvies brought us up to date on 
the Pittsford Ice Cave Pund and stated that 
within a short time the legal Title for a 
right-of-way and purchase of the area will 
be completed. She also presented a number 
of slides. 

Both Sherwin and Larry discussed dues credit 


for persons joining the Section and also the 
Main Green Mountain Club at 3, 6 or 9 mon- 
ths. into the membership year. 

Mrs. Dorothy Kirk established a Fund in 
memory of Mr. George L. Kirk with a check 
for $500.00. Mr. Kirk, a long time Rutland 
Herald employee and for 25 yeaxs the U. S. 
Weather observer, was an ardent Green Moun- 
tain Club member and country wide authority 
o. all items of Natural History. 

To be named the George L. Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund of the Killington Section of 
the Green Moun .in Club, Inc. This Fund to 
be managed by the Killington Section and 
when the principle reaches $5,000.06, the$ 
income will be used for maintainence. Mrs. 
Kirk will continue to contribute with the 
understanding that the Section do the same. 

A number of methods were discussed. Volun- 
tary donations at the timeof paying dues, 
gifts in memory or honor of a person, or a 
small donation on hikes. 

Sherwin urged everyone to read and digest 
the proposed by-laws of the G.M.C. to be 
printed in February issue of thp Long Trail 
Ne«B. 

Directors elected.: Raymond Catozzi, Rachael 
Char land,’ Carl Schmidt and Churchill Scott. 
Rachael Char land appointed Ti*ustee to re- 
place Terry Gulick. 

Paul HowardvSent greetings from Doctor How- 
and for being unable to attend the meeting. 
Also, Mauri who could not make it. 

It is hoped that the Green Mountain Club 
will be able to have offices on the Long 
Trail Lodge Property by Summer. 

Our thanks to Janet Martin for a job well 
done as President of the Killington Section, 
to Larry Van Meterforhis part in the pur- 
chase of a new Mimeograph Machine, to Vera 
Perkins and Thelma Valliquette for all their 
help as directors, and especially Dorothy 

V'S'mI.- U — — S 
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ANNUAL MEETING - Continued 

Also enjoyed was a extra special showing of 
nature flower slides, and songs by the Martin 
girls to fit the theme. After refreshments of 
the finest and tastiest varity was served, the 
meeting ended in a pleasant and happy mood. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - 1 /l 5/77 

At a Board of Director's meeting following 
the Annual Meeting of the Killington Section 
the following Officers were elected: 

PRESIDENT: Carl Schmidt 

VICE PRESIDENT: Raymond Catozzi 

SECRETARY-TREASURER W. Churchill Scott 

Cooper Lodge was again picked as the most app- 
ropiate location for a caretaker this season. 
Sherry Start suggested a sum of fcl^O.OO toward 
the caretaker program, seconded by Paul and 
passed with the provision that the Section 
recruit our own caretaker if possible. 

Work Parties were discussed by Sherry Start 
and he stressed the importance of keeping 
ahead of the maintainence work and more in- 
terest in the maintainence of the trail by 
all members of the Killington Section. 

Shelter Adopt or Program was discussed and it 
was brought out that certain stipulations do 
exist before an adopt or is assigned to a she- 
lter. 

The need for more young people was discussed 
and methods of attracting the young people to 
our section, and it is hopeful that our new 
brouchure will be useful. 

Many thanks from Paul for the Killington Sec- 
tion and the Main Club in the purchase of a 
new Mimeograph Machine to put out more clear 
and legible copies of Smoke and Blazes. (Ed. 
note: It won't help my spelling! ). 

LONE ROCK POINT By Jim Frink 

Today, although Churchill had given a notice 
to the Rutland Hearld about the trip to Lone 
Rock Point, apparently it never was printed 
and as a result only 6 showed up at the meet- 
ing place. We did pick up another at the 
High School Parking Lot in Burlington. 

Churchill had written to the Episcopal Diocese 
and gotten permission for our visit to their 
property, se we drove through the gate, up to 
the Chapel, Office and Gymnasium and annournc- 
ed our arrival. Then we continued to a point 
near the lake shore and walked down to the 
water. The foult thrust we had come to see 
was visible to our left across a cove of the 
lake. Then we walked to Lone Rock Point on 
steep slippery shale and inspected the line 
of demarcation between the over thrusting 
Dundham Dolomite and the shale streaked with 


I gave them the following short talk on the 

geology of the area: 

• 

The essence of geology is change. Tennyson 
realized this when he wrote: 

"The hills are shadows and they flow from 
form to form and nothing stands; they melt 
like mists, the solid lands, like clouds they 
shape themselves and go." 

Arrowhead and Eagle Mountains in Milton; Pease 
Mountain in Addison and Waybridge, are all 
thrust blocks. 

The latest rocks in the state are the glacial 
accumulations which belong to the Pleistocene 
or GLacial Epoch, of the Quaternary Period. 

The Lower Cambrian Dunham Dolomite which 
forms the overthrusting member of the Cham- 
plain Fault as far as Lone Rock Point, in- 
cludes Eagle Mountain, Red Rock Point, Mall- 
ets Head, Ethan Allen Park, and T one Rock 
Point. It's Maximun width is 1.4 miles. 

The Lone Rock Point overthrust is the most 
striking topographical feathure of the 
Champlain Fault. It is one of the finest ex- 
amples of over thrusting in the United States, 
and has been visited by geologists from all 
over the world. 

After a thorough inspection of the foult, we 
climbed the escarpment and enjoyed the beau- 
tiful views of the lake and the Aderondacks. 
After returning by car to the Bishop's resid- 
ence, we further explored for a half mile. 
Lunch was at Ethen Allen Park, which we en- 
joyed and further exploration done. The Top 
at Indian Point, once the principal lookout 
for the Algonguin Indians, has a large tower 
but this was closed because of unsafe steps. 
According to the inscription on a plate with- 
in the tower states that it was built in 1905 
by the Vermont Society of Sons of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, dedicated to Ethen Allen, for 
his capture of Fort Ticonderoga and his ass- 
istance in creating the State of Vermont. 

We returned to Rutland via back roads and all 
had a wonderful time, we regret that so many 
could not have been with us. 

BELMONT AREA HIKE - August 7 , 1 976 
By Anna Nyiri 

The hike was not rained out but the nine hik- 
ers were rained upon generously. Though we 
were undecided about completing the planned 
walk, 7 of us did, while two turned back to 
drive their cars to meet us on Route 155 at 
the exit of the woodland road. We were very 
happy to see the rescue cars. It was lucky 
that temperatures were mild because we were 
wet. The 7lg' year old hiker denied she had 
had a good time, but we adults knew other- 


SMOKE AND BLAZES - 

TREASURER'S REPORT - Submitted by W. Church- 


ill Scott: 

CASH ON HAND l/l/76 952-95 

RECEIPTS: 

Dues. ..... ........ 360.00 

Gifts 546.00 

Interest 50*04 

Killington Rockers 1.00 

Ogden Posters 60 


TOTAL RECEIPTS S>957*64 

EXPENSES: 

Paid to Main G.M.C 174. 00* 

Out ings 1 41 • 35 

Smoke and Blazes 128.37 

Shelters 119*55 

Trails 100.61 

Donations 60.00 

Postage 35*74 

Secretary Expenses 34*71 

Sugar on Snow 27*72 

Annual Meeting 10.00 

Photos • 6.37 

TOTAL EXPENSES £838*46 

* Caretaker Program £100.00 

Mimeograph Machine 50.00 

Guide Books 24.00 

BALANCE December 31, 1976 £2072.13 


PROSPECT ROCK AND OUT reported by 
W. Churchill Scott 

At 9:00 A.M. only Jim Prink, Carl Schmidt, 
Rachael Charland, Betty Staeck and myself 
attended this hike planned to help members 
earn their End-to— End patch. The weather 
was very good, blue sky, bright sun and a 
very warm temperature. 

A long easy up hill grade found us at the 
Spruce Peak side Trail at lunch time where a 
large flat table high rock held our stoves 
and food while a near-by fire lent it's at- 
mosphere for warmth. 

One more hile of up grade and then downhill 
to Prospect Rock and the Look Out. Here we 
followed the old Rootville Road, slipping 
and skidding and mumbeeing to ourselves about 
who said this was an easy 7 mile hike. 

Soon wo were at ouv Bi-itrhed on.ro r»n/vtKe*v 
sootirvn of the Trail was finished. 

G.M.C. Mil IN OFFICE REPORT by 
Larry Van Meter 

Things have been busy at the office on Center 
Street this winter, although not quite so 
hectic as in the summer and fall when hik- 
ing season is still going full tilt. Most 
of our time is spent pulling the details and 
data .from the season of 1976 together, and 

*1 nwn -Payi 4* Vwa ror+ Bonann. 
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The move of the Office to the Long Trail 
Lodge site was unanimously endorsed by the 
Green Mountain Club trustees at their Sept- 
ember meeting in Stowe, Vermont, and indicat- 
ions are encouraging that something can be 
worked out with the land owner. At present , 
hosover, we're waiting for the Lodge itself 
to be sold. The realtor docs not expect much 
sales activity until the end of the ski sea- 
son in March. Hopefully by the beginning of 
the summer season, we will be up at the 
"Carriage House" near tho site of the origin- 
al Lodge. 

Finances for the Main Club have turned out 
very well this year. After a couple of bad 
years with substantial deficits, the 1 976— 
1977 fiscal year promises to show the Green 
Mountain Club running in the black by at 
least £1000.00. At large membership loyal- 
ty, despite the big dues increases a year 
ago, is largely responsible for our improved 
situation. 

Harry Peet , the director of the Caretaker 
Program, and I both feel that Cecilia Elw- 
ert did an outstanding job at Cooper Lodge 
last summer. Apparently the Killington Sec- 
tion also agrees, as evidenced by an incre- 
ased contribution authorized by your direct- 
ors for the 1977 caretaker program. 

Minerva and I, speaking for Ralph Bryant and 
other G.M.C. officers, wish Carl Schmidt the 
best of luck in running the Killington Sec- 
tion next year, and Janet Martin in running 
the Intersectional at Tamarack Notch. Any 
help we can provide will be gladly given. 

Best of luck too, to Sherry Start in his new 
position with the U.S. Forest Service in the 
state of Utah, what are we going to do for 
excitement (and trail work) with Serwin gone? 

RADIO "Cross Talk" SHOW, W.H.W.B. 

On January 11, 1977, another, now the third, 
Radio Talk Show featured the Killington Sec- 
tion of the GMC. With our host', Ed Larson} 
Janet Martin, Betsy Martin and Cecelia Elw- 
ert (and myBelf as a silent sitter) reported 
to the Radio Station just before 10:00 AM. 

We went on tho air at 10:10 and the ab-lib 
show went smoothly for an hour. Several of 
+.h<> J mi-oi-tant iionm ,» oioorning the trail sys- 
tem was brought up. The nMoc.nrm.ry tra.11 imiu 
tainence, the dangers of "winter h-iking" and 
other aspects of interest to all hikers. We 
hope that most of you heard it. Cecelia did 
a fine job in explaining her job as caretaker 
at Cooper in 1976, along with the different 
people she met. We expect to have another 
such show in about six months, and any member 
interested in participating, please contact 
either Paul Howard or Churchill Scott. Tapes 

+Vic oKnu ui 11 ntmi 1n>»1 o T?T\T r PrVD 


SMOKE AND BLAZES - PAGE 4 

RESTORATION PARTY, August 14, 1976 fauna of the Merck Foundation. No doubt spring' 


By Sherwin Start 

This was a scheduled work party hut was less 
than routine. It was vigerous. Don Mollern, 
Cecelia Elwert, Jim Frink and I put in 21 
water-ditches and excavated 46 feet of trench 
and constructed 18 feet of cribbing. About 
neon Rachael Charland and Betty Steack passed 
us on their way to Pico Camp where when we 
arrived we found a delicious meal of Roast 
Chicken, gravey, hot vegetables, stuffing, 
hot rolls and cramberry sauce ready for us. 

I would say that our Roast Chicken Dinner 
was the only one cooked and served at that 
elevation and without customary modern con- 
veniences, in the entire state. 

After this fine meal, Jim and Don went back 
down the trail to Sherburn Pass, Betty and 
Rachael went thru to Governor Clement Camp, 
and I went up to the summit of Pico to mod- 
ulate with a few friends in N.H. Cecelia 
was left at Pico, apparently totally eshau- 
sted, but happy with the day's activities. 

KILLINGTON SECTION BOARD OF DIRECTORS LIST: 

Until January 1980: 

Raymond Catozzi, 103 Belevue Ave., Rutland. 
Rachael Charland, 76 So. Main St., Rutland. 
Churchill Scott, 132 Maple St., Rutland 
Carl Schmidt, 73 Edgerton St., Rutland (to 
replace Wilbur Weston, until Jan. I979) 

Until January 1979 s 

Harold Rogers, 223 Adams St. Rutland, Vt. 
Sherwin Start, 18 Pine Street, Rutland, Vt. 
Wilbur Weston, (Resigned 1976, replaced by 
Carl Schmidt) 

Until January, 1978 

Paul Howard, 70 Allen St., Rutland, Vermont 
Janet Martin, 7 Curtis Ave., Rutland, Vt. 

Ian Wark, Woodstock Stage, Mendon, Vt. 

(Zip code for all above is 05701 ) 

MERCK FOREST HIKE, October 22, 1976 
By Rachael Charland 

On a blustery fall Saturday morning on Oct. 
22, 1976, only four hiked to the luxurious 
Lodge located in the Merck Forest of South 
Rupert, Vt. Chris Oey,a new member of the 
Killington Section, Churchill Scott, Eric 
Anderson of Castleton and your leader enjoy- 
ed exploring the vast acreage and numerous 
trails. There was plenty of wood for the 
fireplaces, one of which was in our bunk 
room. Sunday, we hiked up Mt. Antoine amid 
the snowflakes. 

The caretakers of Merck Forest opened up the 
Museum that is located in a large barn on 
the property. A great deal of work has been 
expended to offer to all who wish to in- 
vestigate the various tvoes of flower and 


time would offer even more natural surprises 
and the Killington Section looks forward to 
enjoying this lonely spot once more. 

SUNN YS IDE SHELTER - Week-end hike 
by Churchill Scott 

Although Paul Howard was to lead this hike, 
because of hospitalization, Harold Rogers did 
agree and did lead this outing. Saturday's 
blue sky and bright sunshine saw 7 of us visit 
Sunnyside again. After gathering firewood for 
the night and a good lunch, Jim Frink left us 
to watch the Patriot Game, while Rachael Ch- 
arland and Harold Rogers, and Churchill Scott 
visited "Patch Hollow" (Bear right where Long 
Trail begains climb up Button Hill). A high 
farm area with celler holes, lilac bushes, 
beaver dams and a wood duck protector is a 
good discript ion. We learned later that the 
tracks we saw was that of an Otter. More 
firewood as found and cut. 

Ray Catozzi and Lou Catozzi (Lou was on leave 
from the Army) arrived and after a hearty 
supper, we played cards, told stories and 
watched the stars go by and finally filled up 
the stove for the night. 

Another beautiful day on Sunday, Carl Schmidt 
showed up with his cross-country skiis and 
brought the bad news that Oakland won in the 
last few seconds of the game. 

Again we say even though an overnight hike 
is planned why do not more people come for 
just a day. There are always many nearby 
points of interest to visit. 

TRAIL RESTORATION PARTY, September 11, 1 976 
by Sherwin Start 

After tho disastercus flood and resulting dam- 
age to the Long Trail a month earlier, the 
Board of Directors decided after hearing of 
the damage, to cancel certain scheduled out- 
ings and replace them with parties to restore 
the damage done. Janet Martin, Nancy Martin 
Jack Crothers, Jack Martin, Lou Catozzi and 
his dad, Ray Catozzi, John MacDonald and my- 
self worked from the Pico Pond Road up the 
mountain. With a rented Chain Saw we put in 
many waterbars. John MacDonald and I cut 
logs and stakes to Sink Brook, far out dist- 
tancing our work force. By 4 o'clock it had 
started to rain and we all headed out of the 
woods. I had cut and placed 17 waterbars 
(136 feet) and excavated 82 feet of dranage 
channel and diverson channel. Also I felled 
about 12 large trees that were about to fall 
over the trail. After that particular day 
I think a- lot' of people had a much greater 
respect for the work and the people that do 
maintain the trails in this country. They may 
think I am a "slave driver" but this work is 
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HAZEN'S NOTCH - JAY CAMP 
By Churchill Scott 

On Friday, October 29, 1976 at 6:00 FM we st- 
arted a hike that would end on October 31 , 

I 976 at 5s 30 P.M. The hike was a 7»1 mile hike. 
We had five members and one dog on this hike. 
After a long ride in darkness, we theww (3) 
(Rachael, Chris and Churchill) arrived at Jay 
Camp. Soon after, Bob Carpenter and John 
MacDonald and their dog reached the shelter 
via Burlington. The shelter (one of our fav- 
orites) was in good shape with a bit of fire- 
wood. On Saturday, we drove to Hazen's 
Notch, and we stayed together till Hazen Notch 
Camp. The trail started up Bruce Peak and 
soon snow was deeper and deeper. It seemed 
there were endives mountains to go up and 
around and down.. Finally Domey's Dome was 
reached at just dusk. Flashlights were used 
from there and at last we were within earshot 
of Route ,/2 42 where Bob and John were just 
starting out with lights and emergency supp- 
lies. Being the first time getting caught 
out on the Trail after dark the importance of 
having lights and equipment and friends ready 
to help strnsk home very seariously and we 
are great ful. 

After church and supper every body was ready 
for bed. Rain begain along midnight so Sun- 
day's hike was called off. Thanks to Chris 
Oey, the fire was a beautiful sight and the • 
coffee just right. 

Bob and John left around 10:00 A.M. and soon 
ever one was up. Must be great to be able to 
sleep all day. 

For the past two years the second day's trip 
has been rained out so next year we will try 
again and hope for better weahter. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE (With no moon) 

By Ray Catozzi 

• 

La Saturday, December 4, 1976 at 6:00 P.M. , 

The Scheduled Moon-Light hike got mnderway. 

It is always a gamble when planning ou# 
annual full moon hike as to whether there is 
to be or is not to be a clear sky on the nite 
of the hike. The gamble is 50 t° 50 chance. 

The night before this hike saw a beautiful 
nearly full moon, the night after the outing 
was a gorgeous clear night. The night of the 
hike ? ? ? OVERCAST. 

Oh, veil, twas a nice night, and many new 
people walked in the short distance to good 
old (new?) Sunnyside. Churchill Scott and 
your writer went in late afternoon and had a 
supply of dry firewood, warmed up the shelter 
and had the pet of water ready boiling before 
the hikers arrived. A nice, multi-simulton- 
eous conversational time was had by everyone, 


consumed. We had hoped that some of these 
many new people would show up on some of our 
succeeding hikes, but one have shown up to 
date. What are we doing wrong ? Must be that 
we are using the wrong coffeemaker. . . ! 

CHEER 3 TO WES WESTON .... 

Never do we know that the absence of someth- 
ing that wo take for granted will do to our 
welfare. Wes Weston has been a member of the 
Killington Section for a long long time and 
has been very active in the welfare of out 
Section of the G.M.C. 

Suddenly, we loose "Wes" Weston, for he has 
moved to North Carolina, he is not there to 
supply the hikers with the necessary coffee 
pot, first-aid kit, and wish all hikers the 
best on the hike, even though he may not be 
able to meke it himself. We all miss "Wes" 
very much, his willingness to help, his de- 
sire to see that the best happened for our 
Killinton Section, his dedication to the pre- 
servation of our trail system, and the vigor 
he had in all his endevors for the club. 

Wes was up to Vermont to visit Doc Howard a 
couple of weeks ago, and it was a pleasure to 
see him. He and his dog Lady spent several 
days with "Doc" and he visited many of his 
friends in Rutland area. We all had the p 
pleasure of seeing 'Wes" for a short time at 
the Annual Meeting on 1 / 1 5/7 7 • He has re- 
turned to North Carolina now, his biggest 
difficulty while he was here was his car, he 
had to put in a new "Starting Motor", but 
he will be back . . I promise, His last 
words when he left was "I shall return" and 
we hope so, soon. The very best to you Wes. 

Editor. 



PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK 


In this irsu« f we would like to honor our long 
time friend and member, Mr. Craig Perkins. 

A native of Rutland, Vermont, Craig was born 
in 1903 in Rutland Town and has been a country 
boy all his life. He attended Rutland Schools, 
and graduated from Rutland High School in 1920. 
He also attended Worcester Polytechnical In- 
stitute, majoring in Chemistry. 

He has been an "out -door" nan all his years and 
first became active in hiking with the Boy 
Scouts in 1918. 

One of the projects that he remembers well, is 
the building of the "Tift Shelter" at the summit 
of Killington Mountain. The conception that 
the top portion of a silo would make a good 
shelter inspired this building, and the top of 
a silo was hauled to the summit of Killington 
and assembled. It was of many sides, giving it 
a generally round shape. All sections were well 
bolted together and the roof of pie shaped 
pieces were assembled. The stove was in the 
center of the structure and the chimney ext- 
ended upward through the center of the roof. 

Mr. Perkins was about 15 years old then, and 
he and six Boy Scouts rode their bikes to 
Brewer's Corners, hid them in the bushes and 
hiked up the Rooney Trail. When they did arr- 
ive at the site, they were put to work "keep- 
ing the flies away from the men assembling the 
shelter". This was before the stone shelter, 
known as Porkey Lodge was built. Both shelt- 
ers have long since been dlstroyed. 

In the early 1920's he was on a hike frorr Vt. 
Route 103 to Spring Lake and met up with Willis 
Ross, then a prominent member of the GMC at the 
;ioe,.and at the meeting Ross was doing work 
on the trail. This meeting gave Mr. Perkins 
a much better understanding of the importance 
of trail and shelter maintenance, and what 
goes into the preservation of the Trail Sys- 
tem. After this, he became much involved in 
Trails and Shelter work, and he stated that 
his preference was shelter. 

One re-location he recalls, was between Gov. 
Clement and Killington Summit. As I understood 
him, on the original trail markings, no one had 
a cumpas, and the blazing was done by earshot 
calls from the trail-makers. The result was 
quite a crooked winding trail. Mr. Perkins 
re-location really imporved the trail in that 
stretch. 

Although he has been a member of the Killington 
Section since he can remember, he is not now 
too active on the trail. However, he does a 
lot of work at his "Tall Timbers" on the Elbow 
Road in Mendon, where the trail to the summit 
of Blue Ridge Mountain start b. 

He has been very generous with the Killington 


Section in the use of the Field Ho\jse at his 
Tall Timbers. He has donated it's use for 
the "Minerva Hinchey" day party in 1974, and 
on several other occasions for functions of 
our section. 

The work at Tall Timbers keeps him quite busy 
in keeping up this 50 acre wonderland. 

Not only was he an ardent hiker, his activity 
included much in the Executive Branch of the 
Green Mountain Club. He was a Tmjrfcee, he 
was President of the Main Club for 2 year 
and very infulunceial in making the Grec:: 
Mountain Club on of the finest hiking clubs 
in America. 

His stories told me of how the Long Trail 
Lodge was acquired, a gift, I understand, and 
the unforseen tremendous expense in maint- 
ainence after it was acquired. He told me 
how, in an attempt to meet expenses, rooms 
were rented out and how it was used as sort 
of a Hotel, He also explained how it vn" 
finally sold to the Treadway peiple ar.5 t..j 
Green Mountain Club was out of the Hote* 
Business. 

His reply to my question "What is one of the 
most memorable experiences you had ?" was 
the story of a trip to the summit of Kill- 
ington in the winter of 1919, whan he, Gala 
Spaulding, Grenny Bealo, Hoege, Pason 
W*b®r and Jia Cowan, using a toboggan, start- 
ing from Rutland lugged the toboggan up over 
East Mountain to Brewer's Corners and up the 
old wagon road to the summit of Killington. 
The six took turns in tugging the sled, ar.d 
when it became dark, they were still three 
miles from the summit. At this point, they 
split into two groupes of 3 each, with Mr. 
Perkins, Jim and Pason as the advance party 
and the other three left to haul up the sled. 
The advance party arrived, finding the stove 
covered with snow, but readied the camp and 
built a fire at the Tin Shelter. The sled 
crew soon arrived and a good night was had by 
all. 

During World War II, Mr. Perkins, Doc Gasco 
and Mr. Spaulding engineered the work of the 
Killington Section, both physical and execu- 
tive, and all was in good shape when the boys 
returned from the war and the section again 
put on routine basis according to the by-laws 

Chv.rchill Scott was with me at this interview 
at Tall Timbers, and the stories that Mr. 
Perkins told were delightful and very inter- 
esting, enough to fill a book, let alone a 
short article in Smoke and Blazes. 

I found Craig Perkins a fasinating man, ful_ 
of energy, and we all envy his life at his 
50 acre wonderland, Tall Timbers. 


Editor 
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DIRECTOR'S MEETING - January 21, 1977 

A Directors Meeting was held at the house of 
Carl Schmidt on 1/21/77* Present were Rachael 
Char land, Janet Martin, Carl Schmidt, Harold 
Rogers, Sherwin Start, Ray Catozzi and Church- 
ill Scott. 

The report of the Annual Meeting was read and 
approved. Mrs. George Kirk's establishment of 
a Trail and Shelter Fund in honor of her late 
husband was discussed. Harold to write up an 
article for Smoke and Blazes. Motion was made 
and passed to donate $250.00 tc the Fund. 

Sherwin asked for permission to buy new tools 
suid it was voted to spend up to $139*56. It 
was finally decided to rent a chain saw rath- 
er than purchase one. On Work Parties, the 
ladies want wrokers to be on time for lunch. 
The Hike schedule was completed for the up- 
coming months. It contains a good many of 
Trail Restoration andShelter Inspection trips. 
Sugar on snow was decided to forego the add- 
ition of a Tasting Supper. 

Dues Credit for trail workers was discussed 
and the Secretary was authorized to give mem- 
bership to persons working 8 hours (Excluding 
the portion paid to the Main G.M.C. ) 

Honorary Life Membership was tabled until next 
meeting. Adopt a Shelter was discussed. 

We have at Sunny side, Lynn Eaton, at Tucker 
Johnson, Ray Catozzi. 

Ways of increasing membership was discussed. 
The new brochure is most ready for printing 
with photos. 

Motion was made and passed to confirm the el- 
ection of the directors it the Annual Meeting. 

W. Churchill Scott 

* * *b*P*R*T*H*D*A*Y*S* ********* 

Miss Martha Adams recently received a letter 
of congratulations on the occasion of her 
99th. birthday from Ralph Bryant, President 
of the Green Mountain Club. Each and every 
member of the Killington Section wish to also 
extend many Happy Returns and many more birth- 
days to follow. 

Mr. Hames Frink was the guest of honor at a 
birthday celebration held recently at the 
Week-End trip to Sunnyside. May he also, have 
many more to enjoy hiking the trail with his 
friends. 

Churchill Scott 

SMOKE AND BLAZES 

This is the last issue of Smoke and Blazes to 
TJe sent to 1976 membership list. Send your 
dues,nto W. Churchill Scott, 132 Maple Street 

Pn+1 ntirl VoT»nnri+ AC7A1 


CAVENDISH GORGE - November 7, 1976 
By Rachael Charland & Carmen Guica 

This was a most unusual hike and found 14 
naturalists accompaning their leader to 
Cavendish Gorge. Carmen Guica started the 
hike with a short description of the area 
which he read from the "History of Cavend- 
ish". Such sights as Devil's Gulch, the 
Bathtub, Lover's Leap kept most of us busy 
scrambling up and down the embankments al- 
ong the Black River. There is even a cave 
or two there that Ray or Lou Catozzi have 
not located (better luck next summer Lou) 
After lunch in the picnic grove we were all 
invited to visit the Cavendist Historical 
Museum and we found many postal card views 
of the Gorge along with many artifacts of 
the Cavendish Area. Carmen invited our 
group back to the Gorge during the summer 
months when he said it would be possible to 
walk down the river and explore the caves. 
PROMOTION FOR SHERWIN START 

We congratulate Sherry Start for his prom- 
otion with the U. S. Forest Service and we 
wish him the very best in his assignment in 
Salt Lake City', Utah. I know that this is 
a big chance for Sherry, but the Killington 
Section is loosing one of the most energetic 
members. His tremendous ability to organ- 
ize trail and shelter work, his ability to 
represent the Killington Section as a Trust- 
ee, and his devotion to the Green Mountain 
Club is commendable. Members were willing 
to work for him and with him, and he w^s 
able to handle his workers and produce the 
most possible in restoration of the trail. 
Sherry, you will have to write to us, for 
I am afraid that your C.B. output will not 
reach Vermont once you get to Utah. The 
very best to you in your new environment. 

The Entire Section 
NORTHAM PICNIC AREA - January -8, 1 976 
By Ray Catozzi 

A beautiful, but cold winter day greeted us 
on Saturday, 1/8/77 as we met at the Fire 
Station for this always enjoyable walk. 

Three on cross-country skiis and four on 
snowshoes, made a small but very enjoyable 
group. We started up the unplowed road in 
a few old and a few new snomobile tracks. 

A few snomobilers passed us going the same 
way, and after arriving at the picnic Shel- 
ter, they started showing up from all dir- 
ections. They continued to come and go, up 
and down the different roads and trails in 
the area, filling the woods with their 
raccous noise, while we had our hot lunches. 
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NORTHAM PICNIC SHELTER - Continued 

The cross-country skiiers, which included the 
G.M.C. Executive Secretary, Larry Van Meter 
finished lunch in a hurry and cot back to 
skiing on more roads in the vicinity, Jim 
Frink left for home early, but Churchill 
Scott, myself and Rachael Char land went half 
milo further down the road and visited the 
Stone House that is also in that part of 
Cooliclge State Park, and which is used as a 
gathering place, warming house and watering 
hole by snowmobilers. There were a consider- 
able number of them and their machines all 
around that area, and they were joined by two 
of our Vermont State Police on their snow- 
mobiles. The Police were probably up there 
to enforoe the snowmobile speed limits (?) or 
protect the state property. 

This wa 3 a perfect winter hike except for the 
snowmobile noise and all enjoyed a perfect 
v/ inter day at a very lovely location. 

SMOKE AMD BIAZES - Deadline 

I regret that because of circumstances beyond 
my control, thi3 issue of Smoke and Blazes is 
late in being mailed to you. The deadline 
for the next issue will be March 15, 1977, so 
please try to get all articles to me by that 
date. I expect to have the next issue mail- 
ed on or about April 1 , 1 977 • 

Editor 

RESTORATION PARTIES 

By Sherwin Start: 

September 10, 1976 

After the wonderful art icle that Jack Croa- 
thers had in the Rutland Herald on 9/' 14, the 
result was a wonderful turnout for all of our 
restoration activities. 

Ray Catozzi led the 9/12/76 outing. Under 
the faithful and proffessional guidence of 
Ray; Jim Frink, Erick Anderson, Paul Wiggins, 
Wes Weston, Marge Fish, Bob Fish, Maria Stad- 
lmaycr and Anna Nyire worked like beavers. 
They dug, shoveled, placed logs, built some 
steps and cut roots. They put 18 waterbars, 
(90 ft.) and excavated 39 feet of drainage 
ditch. This completed the planned work up to 
Sink Brook. I regret that I could not be at 
the outing because I had a previous obligat- 
ion (Board of Directors of the Main Club) in 
Stowe, Vermont. 

October 2, 1976 

Through the efforts of Paul Howard, the Sher- 
burne Corporation, per a letter from the 
President, Preston Smith, granted our resto- 
ration party permission t-o ride their Gond- 
ola from U.S. 4 to the summit of Killington, 


making the efficiency of our planned work 
much greater. 

Bosides myself, Robert Carpenter, Tom Martin 
Sandy Marsh, Paul Wiggins turned out for the 
work. We did not have time to stop at old 
Cooper Lodge and we immediately started down 
the mountain working toward Pico Camp. We 
put in 12 waterbars (Logs) on the north slope 
of Killington which were very badly needed 
and six more between there and Pico Camp. 

We also dug 35 feet of diversion channel, 
inlet ditch and outlet ditch. 

I must say that this crew of fellows put in 
everything they had into this work and after 
the long walk out of the woods to Sherburne 
Pass, all of was in some state of fatigue. 

In retrospect I was very pleased with the 
turnout wo had with all of our trail Rest- 
oration outings we had this fall. The labors 
and sacrafices made by all that turned out 
for these outings is commendable and you have 
thanks from all members of the Killington 
Soction, the Green Mountain Club and espec- 
ially from myself. It is people like all of 
you that will keep our Long Trail a pleasant 
place to be in many years to come. 

The damages from Storm Belle i3 far from com- 
pleted. Work on this must continue in the 
spring, and we are looking for another good 
t runout to live up to our reputation of hav- 
ing the best maintained soction of the A.T. 
outside of the National Forest, and one of 
the finest maintained sections of the L.T. 

DUES DUES DUES DUES 

Have you paid your due 3 ? It is that time 
again. Please have your dues into W. Church- 
ill Scott, 132 Maple Street, Rutland, Vt. 
by April 1, 1977* Dues arc as follows: 

SENIOR CITIZENS $2.50 


ADULTS 4.50 

SPOUSE 3.50 

FAMILY JUNIOR 75 

INDIVIDUAL JUNIOR 1.75 

DUES DUES DUES DUES 


Please have your articles for next issue in 
by March 1 5 » 1977 - Mail to Paul Howard, 

70 Allen Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701 

KAURI WINTURRI 

Mauri has not been to Vermont for over a 
month, and we have received no word from 
him. The Pioneer Valley Publication reports 
that Mauri is recuperating from his illness 
in a short article in their last issue. We 
assume that no news is good news, and we feci 
sure of that. 


: All Members of the Killington Section, GMC 
BJECT: Intersectional, Tamarack Notch, 1977 


BATE: May 9, 1977 


section is hosting the INTERSECTIONAL this year at Tamarack Notch. In order to do an 
it standing jot, comparable to that done by the Burlington Section Last year, we need help 
?cm EACH AND EVERY MEMBER of the Millington Section. There are many things to be done, 
ice very active and some seditary ... we would like to have you help where you feel you 
"e moEt able. Please check through the following list and indicate which job(s) you feel 
can fill, then send this information on to me at 7 Curtis Avenue, Rutland, Vt. 05701 i 
call me at (802)773-8621. 

JISTRATION: (indicate dates between 8/27 and 9 / 5 , your could work) : 

TIME: Mornings, 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

Afternoons, 12:30 PM to 5:30 PM 

Evenings, 5*30 PM to 9:00 PM _ 

NG TRAIL HIKE LEABERS: (Bates free to lesd): 


fX) AM 

DATE 

8/26/77 

DISTANCE 
9.8 mi. 

DAY 

Sun. 

HUCE SCHEDULE 
Middlebury Gap to 

BO AM 

8/29/77 

7.6 

mi. 

Mon. 

Brandon Gap 
Brandon Gap to 

00 A M 

8/30/77 

12.1 

m 

Tues. 

New Boston 
New Boston to 

30 AM 

8/31/77 

8.8 

mi. 

Wed. 

Sherburne Pass 
Sherburne Pass to Brewer s 

30 AM 

9/1/77 

8.7 

mi. 

Thurs. 

Corners via Bucklin Trail 
Brewer's Corners to Upper 

QO AM 

9 / 2/77 

10.5 

mi. 

Fri. 

Cold River Road 
Cold River Road to 

30 AM 

9/3/77 

9.2 

m‘ . 

Sat . 

Route 140 
Route 140 to the 

00 AM 

9/4/77 

12.0 

cd. 

Sun. 

U.S.F.S. Road 10 
U.S.F.S. Road 10 to 


AVAILABILITY Check choice 


Ray Catozzi 


0 

9i 

9i 

9 : 

9-J 


? LYING MOUNTAINS 


AM 
AM 
AM 
30 AM 


8/30/77 


4.8 mi. 
4.0 mi. 
4*0 mi. 
3.6 ml. 


Mad Tom Notch 

Blue Ridge Mountain 
Bald Mountain 
Birds Eye Mountain 
Shrewsbury Peak 


Tom Martin 


AVAILABLE DATES: 


POINTS OF INTEREST 


Martins (Date adjustable) 
Churchill Scott 

AVAILABIE BATES 


AM 

9:pC AM 
9 -PO AM 
9 ‘PC AM 
9:P0 AM 
9:[X> AM 

9:P0 AM 9/3/77 
BREAKFAST: 

7 


2.0 mi. 

4.0 mi. 

6.0 mi. 

3.5 mi. 

2.8 mi. 


Jim Frink ? ? 


Pittsford Ice Caves ____________ 

Vermont's Highest Waterfall Bob Carey ? ? 
Boiling Spring 
Merck Forest 

Snake Mountain & Wildlife 

Natural Bridge (Dorset ________________ 

Cavendisth Gorge & Museum Carmin Guioa ? ? 


Weeks 


•? •? 


10 . "A to Q:00 AM, Serving. September 3, 1977 
NEEDED: 'Waiter /Waitress 


Name: 


Clean-up personnel 
Mame: 


' v '-y3 Aval?.*' 1)1 ■_ 

Time available 
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E ENING PROGRAMS: Needed a Coordinator for each night 


DAY 

DATE 

EVENT 

VOLUNTEER 


Sat. 

8/27/77 

Square Dance 



Sun. 

8/28/77 

Historical Slides 



Mon. 

8/29/77 

Leave No Trace Camping 



Tues. 

8/30/77 

(Open) 



Wed. 

8/31/77 

(Open) 



Thurs. 

9/1/77 

Auction( Auctioneer Needed) 



Fri. 

9/2/77 

Magic Show 

Dave Martin 


Sat. 

9/3/77 

Square Danoe 



Sun. 

9/4/77 

Pinal Campfire 




g; 


.OUNDS: 


Much help is needed in the preparation, each day maintainence , policing and con- 
trol of the Tamarack Notch grounds. We need all the assistance we can get to make 
this INTERSECTIONAL one to remember and a delightful week for all that come to our 
grounds for this event. 


GROUND WORK JOBS NEEDED YOUR NAME 


DATES YOU CAN ASSIST 


Daily Rubbid^ Collect ions 
Daily and final Clean up 
Building Maintainence 
Pool Maintainenoe 
Other Grounds Jobs 


Ut 


this form as a method of indicating what you feel you oan do to help make this event 


ore of the most successful of our section, and when you are available to help us. Do not 
hesitate to call me at 773-8621, or drop a line to ^ Curtis Avenue, Rutland, Vt. 05701* 
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APPALL. : '.N TRAIL - NEAR SHERBURNE 
By Betty Staeck 
January 23 , 1 977 

Nine oi‘ us snowshoed, hiked and skied up the 
Appalachian Trail east from River Road, 
Sherburne. We broke trail past a snow cov- 
ered oar which had been abondoned many years 
before, and then found a snowmobile trail. 

At the point where the snowmobile trail left 
the A.T. we decided to follow the easier 
packed trail and found ourselves near a cab- 
in. On th front door was a note welcoming 
"To Whom It May Concern" asking merely that 
the user make a list of any food daken. What 
a wonderful welcome ! We ate our packed 
lunches, heated up for coffee and chocolate, 
cut a supply of wood for the gracious hosts 
and returned to rur cars. 

********** 

PINE HILL AREA 
February 5 » 1 977 
By Churchill Scott 

This typical winter day brought out a goodly 
number of outdoor enthuastic snowshoers and 
cross-country skiiers - 16 in all. 

Pwo ladies from New Jersey who were vacat- 
oning at Pico plus two local families and 
their childred skiied with us to swell the 
it tendance to 16. 

Ill day the temperature was mild, no wind 
and snow fell, heavy at timeB and light at 
Dther times, as we crossed the Country Club 
imd climbed easily to Muddy Pond. 

Massing a good sized area where deer had dug 
ihrough the snow for food we arrived at 
Rocky Pond where lunch and hot drinks were 
mjoyed. 

Jext we went down the road toward Evergreen 
Lvenue and at last we cut east on the old 
Recreation Department Pine Hill hiking trail 
;o the biggest rock in the whole area. Here 
Tim Frink gave us all a very detailed and 
interesting history of it and the surround- 
ng area. 

lere the group split up with some riding and 
some walking back to the Country Club. 

1 'his hike is a very good example of the 
.arge amount of undisturbed woodland area 
'rithin walking distance from home. 
******** 


REPORT FROM THE MAIN CLUB OFFICE 
By Larry Van Meter 
April 10, 1977 

Plans for the summer are progressing well. 
All the caretakers will have been lured by 
the time Smc ^ e and Blazes goes to press, 
as will the ranger-naturalists for Camel's 
Hump and Mt. Mansfield. One of these rangers 
will be Cecilia Elwert , the caretaker at 
Cooper Lodge last summer. 

Our hopes remain of moving the office tc the 
Long Trail Lodge site late this spring, or 
early in the summer. Only time will tell, 
however, whether the details can be worked 
out. We are presently waiting for the Lod- 
ge to be sold, and hoping that the new 
owners will be receptive toward having the 
GMC lease the ski dorm. 

A completely revised 21st Edition of the 
Guide Book of the Long Trail is at the 
printers in Burlington, and is expected to 
be available by the time of the Annual 
Meeting at Camp Keewaydin on Memorial Day 
weekend. Harry Peet has done a fine job as 
Editor, and Dr. H. Gardiner Barnum, a Bur- 
lington Section member, has had several of 
his Cartography students at U.V.M. comple- 
tely redrafting all the maps. Price of the 
new book to GMC'ers purchasing it through 
the office will ‘remain $3.00. The non- 
members price will be $4*50. 

Although some major relocations around 
Stratton Pond have posponed Long Trail work 
in that area, we still glan to have two 
crews: one completing the Glastenbury Re- 
location. and then moving north to Johnson 
where much work needs to be done, and the 
other working on the Monroe Skyline. This 
second crew is possible through a contrib- 
ution of $4500*00 from the New York Sectionl 
Minerva Hinchey, recipient of Ralph Bryant : s 
"green pen award" at the last trustees meet- 
ing, will be readjusting her work load to- 
ward an expanded bookeeper's role, and the 
Club will be looking for a part-time sec- 
retary who is familiar with the Trail to 
handle routine matters at the Club Office. 

If anyone is interested, they should con- 
tact me at the Club Office. 

******** 


X IXKJXU c. 


f EXAS FALLS 
1 arch (), 1977 
] y Jim Prink 

' exas Palls is a beautiful Cataract north of 
I oute 125 (West of Route 100) 

r he sharp drop, and tremendously large pot 
1 oles carved in the soft schist cerellean 
1 lue ice and massive white snow made this an 
especially beautiful scene. It is just as 
beautifully interesting and fascinating at 
any o^her season. 

I efore viewing the Palls - walking carefully 
in very deep snow and thick ice - we went to 
the end of the logging road, north of the 
I alls and watched a gasoline powered hydrau- 
lic ram wood splitter in operation. The way 
this maohine split three foot diameter logs 
v as a sight to see. 

After the Palls we stopped to a sheltered 
e pot (fierce wind) in the woods near the 
p irking space , near a large supply of dead 
wood and, using a couple of logs as a base on 
t le 5 feet of snow, built a fire and had a 
pLeasant cook-out. Then home in plenty of 
time for the afternoon sports on T.V. 

Although there was very little hiking, the 5 
wio attended had an enjoyable day. 

» JUNT ASCUTNEY 


Mtroh 5, 1977 
B r Carl Schmidt 


G.M.C. INTERSECTIONAL - HELP NEEDED 
By Janet Martin, Chairwoman 

Killington Section has agreed to be Host 
Section for the 1977 Intersectional, August 
27 to September 5i 1977* We will need the 
active participation of all Killington Sec- 
tion Members if we are to do a really good 
job ! I The following committees have been 
set up: Publicity; Reservations and Regist- 
ration (need onsite registrar for each day); 
Hike and Day Trip Leaders; Evening Activi- 
ties hosts; Site maintainence and supervis- 
ion; Breakfast Committee. We need to know 
if we can count on YOU and your help. . . . 
call Chairwoman Janet Martin at 773-8621 or 
write her at 7 Curtis Avenue, Rutland, Vt. 
05701 and let her know your preferences. 

This Intersect ional will once again be held 
at Tamarack Notch. The TNAF Corp. has 
agreed to do a dinner and the Section will 
put <Jn a breakfast, probably Saturday , Aug. 
3rd. Plan now to spend some time at the 
Intersect ional. If each member would donate 
one day or evening, I f m sure the week wou A' 
be most enjoyable. 

*********** 

A PPLACHIN TRAIL HIKE 

March 27, 1977 

by W. Churchill Scott 

A beautiful blue sky and bright sun made this 
A.T. hike an enjoyable experience. 


0i a warm day, six GMC’ers walked a steep 3 
m .les on the Brownsville Trail to the log 
sielter, where two members of the Ascutney 
T *ail Association had hot soup waiting. 

R ty Catozzi and Bob Carey carried out a very 
e ducational field test of the Optimus 99 
vsrsus the Primus Grasshopper backpacking 
s oves. Under carefully controlled conditions 
i ; was demonstrated that both stoves could 
h' at snow better than it had previously been; 
however, the spring thaw showed more promise 
for aotually changing the snow to water. 

Everyone was able to oomplete the hike with- 
out snowshoes, even though the snow depth 
averaged two feet or more. 

Only the heaviest member of the party (the 
writer) broke through the crust a few times. 

S< me unusual aspects of the trip were that 
01 .e of the cars got temporarily sidetracked 
b< tween Rutland and Ascutney, and several the 
h: kers noticed that the walk back down did 
s< em shorter. 

GI ORGE L. KIRK TRAILS AND SHELTERS FUND 


B4lanoe as of April 1 , 1 977 
Certificate of Deposit. 
90 Day Notice Account , 


mrvnA t 


4503.03 
. 323.85 

» SJU 


Due to snow conditions some did not use snow 
shoes and the climb up Deer Leap was much 
easier. After the Main Junction, shoes were 
worn but not necessary. Passing Beu’s lookout a 
lone Cross Country Skior was met struggling 
up the steep grad. Who should it be (natur- 
ally) but Betty Staeck. At Gifford Woods we put • 
a table in the sun, had lunch and enjoyed the 
beat if ul weather. 

At Route Vt. 100 we said goodby to Mrs. DeVay 
and her son John. The rest continued on to 
the Thundering Brook Road and to our journey’s 
end at the Sherburne Town Hall. With the 
coming of spring let’s try to get everyone 
out to enjoy the warm sunny days. 

******* 

WELCOME BACK "WES" WESTON 
By Paul Howard 

After spending a nice WARM winter in sunny 
North Carolina, "Wes" and Bailey Weston will 
be returning to Vermont around May 1, 1977* 

We all certainly welcome you home again, 

Wes and Bailey, and we are looking forward 
to your dedicated participation in our Kill- 
ing Section once again. 

******** 


£ MOKE AND BLAZES 


1 AMARACH NOTCH WINTER WEEKEND 


l arch 19 & 20, 1 977 
ty Janet Martin 

Iuch to our suprise the road up the Notch had 
1 een plowed after Friday's storm so three cars 
c rove to Wheelerville Corner. After we got 
carselves settled into the Rotaz Cabin, got 
vater etc the group broke up into cross coun- 
try skiers and snow shoers and we explored 
various wads in the area. The snowshoe group 
attempted to follow the Cold between the old 
wad which goes down across from camp to the 
1 ridge. It was pretty rough going but we had 
oie beautiful slide on the seat of our pants 
a id a scramble up to the road short of the 
bridge. The road, beyond camp has a washout. 

Six people stayed overnight. The stars 
w sre glamorous. We looked for the evening 
star(planet mars) with the binoculers. 

Sinday two additional people joined the six 
ii camp and wo took a Snow Shoes Hike up the 

Id wood road and then onto the new trail to 
Rsd Rocks. We saw several deer whose presence 
wis much in evidence as they had been pawing 
f 3r acrons on the west side of the mountain. 
A;e lunch in a "cave" discovered by the Martin 
list fall while looking for Hiekory trees. 
After lunch four of the group went looking for 

the Jug Handle", a rock formation that Craig 
Parkins had described to Janet. We not only 
faund one but two and a "hidy hole", all at 
t le base of ledges! We also located several 
mare fairly large shagbark hickory trees. 

irried snowshoes going back as trail was 
picked and not much snow anyway. The weather 
wis beautiful. 

S JGAR ON SNOW PARTY 


April 2, 1977 
t y Vera Perkins 

At 6 P.M. on Saturday, April 2nd a "small but 
appreciative" group of about thirty-two Kill- 
iigton Section G.M.C. members and friends 
assembled at the Unitarian-Universal ist Church 
f or our annual Sugar-on-Snow Party. 

W ien the thermoaeter reached 85 on the pre- 
csding Wednesday, we began to wonder where the 
"3now" part of the event was coming from. 
However the weather changed, as usual, and on 
Saturday Harold Rogers and Paul Howard found 
plenty of good hard snow up in Northam, so 
hard in fact it had to be broken up with pot- 
to mashers. Under the watchful eye of Nancy 
Martin (she came home for the week-end espec- 
ially for the Sugar Party), the syrup was 
toiled to exactly the right consistency. The 
toxes of hard packed snow made an ideal sur- 
face for the hot syrup to "wax" on. Incid- 
entally we needn't have worried about snow as, 
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SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY (cont. ) 

Pres. Carl Schmidt had cached some away in his 
freezer. 

As always, doughnuts and pickles accompanied 
the sugar. After each one had reached cap- 
acity on sugar comsumption, at least for the 
time being, what was left in the bowl was "st- 
ir red-down" to take home for spreading on next 
mornings toast. 

One thing which seems to remain constant in a 
changing world is the basic kitchen staff for 
the Sugar Party: Janet Martin, with various 

members of the Martin Family as available and 
"T" valiquette. We appreciate their continued 
interest and assistence. Our thanks also to 
the "snow gathers" and others in attendence 
who lent a hand to the clearing up. Every one 
working together is what makes this a "fun" 
party. Too bad so many of you missed it. 
********** 

BRANDON GAP TO MT. TOP INN 

April 17, 1977 

by W. Churchill Scott 

Another beautiful sunny spring day gave our 
End-To-End hikers an opportunity to do almost 
too much. Hiking from Brandon Gap to Mountain 
Top Inn during the early spring snow season 
is a HDffi. 

Thanks to the cars of Jim Frink and Mauri 
Wintturi the party was taken to Brandon Gap. 
Along the beginning there were a number of 
good views of Mount Horrid. 

A quiok lunch stop and rest was taken at one 
of the many stream. Crossings. 

Snowshoes were taken by some but not used in 
spite of the deep snow along the way. For 
the snow held one up for the most part and 
much of the Trail was side hill walking. 

A number of spring birds were seen patohes of 
Jeruselam artichokes and mint were found and 
many picturesque fungii observed. 

All in all perhaps this 10.6 mile hike was a 
little too much for this time of year but a 
good section of Trail was covered for those 
who needed it. 

******** 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ME ETING 

A meeting of The Board of Directors was held 
at the home of Janet Martin on Feburary 24, 
1977* Present were Janet Martin, Sherwin Start 
Paul Howard, Carl Schmidt, Harold Rogers, 
Raymond Catozsi and Churchill Scott. 

Sherry subbmitted hiu resignation as Trustee 
due to his coming Transfer to Utah with the 
U. S. F. S. A motion was made by Janet, 


SMOKE AND BIAZES 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING (Cont.) 

s< conded "by Harold to nominate Ray to act as 
T:ustee at March 26, meeting. This was ap- 
proved. If the new by-laws of the G.M.C. are 
v<ted upon at the Annual meeting unless we 

hcvelj? 1 Adult Members, our Section will- have 
or ly one Trustee, Rachael Char land, 

A discussion wa3 held about replacing direct- 
or 3 and Carl will contact Jim Prink to 3ee if 
h( will be willing to accept a position as 
director to replace Sherry Start. 

Ar intersect ional meeting will be hold on 
March 10 to work on getting more specific 
ic aas on papor, activities both day and night 
sc reduled and list of fees discussed. 

Sherry suggested constructing a small box for 
a f} jrb^ter to hold a supply of small trash 
be and information for hikers to use them 
to carry out their trash. It was decided 
this would be done on a trial basis at Pico, 
Su inyside and Clarendon Shelters. 

Ca:l spoke about trying to establish a file 
ca :*d system of all hikes taken and giving 
al >ng all important details such as; length, 
di’ficulty, type of terrain, good for winter 
or summer. Also a tapographical map showing 
ro ate takon. 

Th i new brochures are juot waiting for the 
ph >to negatives to be recieved at which 
tific they will be printed. 

by W. Churchill Scott 

February 24, 1977 
*********** 

Hlfa SCHEDULE CHANGES 


C. 


UPCOMING HIKES 


SU1DAY, April 17, 1977 at 9 A.M. Leader: W. 


Scott. 


UPCOM I NG HIKES (Cont.) 

hike from Brandon Gap south to Logan Shelter 
and the New Boston Trail about 9 miles. 


FRIDA Y-SUNDAY, April 29-May 1, 6 P.M. 
Rachael Charland. 


Leader: 


by W. Churchill Scott 

Th< leaving time for Hazen's Notch hike is 
changed to 6:00 P.M. Friday, April 29 due to 
th( long distance to be traveled before spot- 
ty cars and hiking. All interested persons 
please take notice. 

*********** 

KEI ECK_ FORE ST WEEKE ND 
Maj 7th. and 3th. 

These who do not participate in the May 7th 
pax t of the Kerick Forest Weekend, and still 
wart to attend the Flower Indent if icat ion 
Hide on Sunday, May 8th will meet at the Kon- 
to] 3k i Firestation on Sunday, May 8, 1977 at 
10 A.M. and will join the others at Moriok 
Foxiest . 

*********** 


Thi 3 is a medium to difficult hike for all 
thepe working- on their End-to-End. We will 


Please note the change of time for this hike 
to the Hazen Notch area. We plan to stay at 
Jay Camp Friday spot car at Hazens Notch, hike 
north from Route 1 1 8 to overnight at Tillotsow 
Camp. 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY , May 7 and 8, 9 A.M. 
Leaders: Janet Martin and W. C. Scott 

Lets everybody get out for a spring hike to 
one of our favorite spots. It is hoped that 
hikers will come for just the day Saturday or 
Sunday to enjoy the many varied trails and 
learn about flower identification. (See notice 
for those attending only Sunday) 

SATURDAY,- June 4, 9 A.M. Leader: Rob Carey 

Here is another mystery hike to be led by Rob. 
As always he has promised to make this one 
of his best so lets all get out and hike. 

SUNDAY, June 19, 9 A.M. Leader: Jim Frink 

This hike to New Hampshire's Mt. Monadnock 
will be a very interesting trip made more so 
by the knowledge that Jim has of the geologi- 
oial formation. 

******** 

TRAIL RESTORATION PARTIES 

To oontinue the damage repair done by hurricane 
Belle there are a number of scheduled parties. 
On April 23, May 14, June 5, 11, and 18 and 
25. Lets all try to help all we can. 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK 
By Paul Howard 

Some time ago, this writer suggested that a 
member of the Killington Section, G.M.C. be 
picked as our PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK, and a 
short history be written. 

However, difficulty in finding personalities 
that want to be interviewed and entered in 
this column have been very difficut to find 
and the time and effort necessary to produce 
this column has made it necessary for this 
writer to discontinue the article. 

I would like to see the article reactivated. 

If some member of our Section wishes to take 
the responsibility of finding and interview- 
ing a person, I will be more than happy to 
include it in SMOKE AND BLAZES. Any interest- 
ed member, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at 773-6070 or 775-0716 during working 
hours. 

I think the article was liked and I hope that 
I can eret a voluntepr 1 
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GMC ANNUAL MEETING - May 28 , 1977 
K sewaydin Camp , Lake Dunmore , Vt . 

B;r Ray Catozzi 

P lis report will include items that concern 
t le Killington Section mostly, and mostly as 
did not take many notes, thinking the off-- 
i;al minutes of the meeting would be availab- 
le now. They am'tl 

T le revised by-laws were passed. The Kny 
em here is the new allotment of trustees 
(i.irectors) from the various sections based 
0 ], one director for each 100 members (adult) 
o; 1 majority fraction thereof. So with our 
1()0 more or less members, we axe able to have 
only one director representing us on the 
board. Rachael Charleand is the one director 
who will be staying on the job. 

Another interesting item was the announcement 
tlat the main club has acquired liability in- 
si ranee with a blanket- ooverage for all the 
s< ctions of ttie club located in Vermont. The 
K: Hington Seotion has had fire insurance on 
il 's shelters for a number of years, but to 
mj knowledge, no liability insurance, which 
stems to be needed in more and more areas of 
hi roan activity every year. Details as to how 
•tie cost will be bourn out haven’t been worked 
oi t yet, but one method suggested was cost 
based on a elub's membership. Joseph Prank, 
a lawyer from Burlington, who was elected the 
G. K»C. President for the coming year, engin- 
eered the insurance deal, and he says he 
really got a bargain for the coverage offered. 
Tfcis is not why he was elected President, by 
the way, he was Vice President the past t^o 
years. 

In» the Seotion reports it oame out more and 
more often, when telling of their programs, 
the upsurge in cross country skiing. Many 
the sections are attracting many new mem- 
beirs by placing ski turing on their winter 
seiedules. This was talked about in our 
Killington Section board meetings a couple of 
tines, and it was agreed that we, too, should 
inslude more of this pleasant method of winter 
hieing. Our new schedule, to be out soon, 
will reflemt this trend. 


of 

of 


Ot ler sections of the club experienced much 
erpsion on their parts of the trail last year, 


but in talking to various section members 
after the meeting, I felt that the Killington 
Section of the trail was hit the hardest. We 
should be all greatful to our ex-Trails Chair- 
man, rherwin Start, for the tremenuous amqprt 
of work he himself did, plus the amount he 
got out of the rest of us, in restoring our 
badly damaged mileage to the reasonably good 
condition it is in today. 

The Annual Meeting of the Main Club is always 
an interesting affair, with talking and com- 
paring notes with hikers, walkers and back- 
packers from all over the northeast. It is 
also sad and too bad that more Killington 
Section members don’t attend, especially when 
it is held so close to Rutland most of the 
time. Bob Carey and I were the only Killing- 
ton Seotion members present. If there were 
i, I didn't notice them. 

RUTLAND LIONS CLUB HOME AND SPORTSMAN SHOW 
May 13, 14 and 15, - Mandigo Arena. 

By Carl Schmidt 

Thanks to Alderman's Cheverlot, who donated 
a $100.00 booth, the Killington Section was 
represented at the Rutland Lions Club Heme 
and Sportsman's show held on May 13, 14 and 
1 5 » 1977 at the Mandigo Arena. Although we 
only had a week's notioe, en ought Section 
members (and some of their hiking friends) 
were found to staff the booth thourghout the 
show. Nancy Schmidt and others put together 
an excellent presentation of GMC interests 
and objetives , from all season hiking to 
trail shelter maintainence. Guide books - 
the old edition - were sold at a discount. 
Killington Section schedules and many items 
of GMC literature were made available to the 
public. Those who staffed the booth enjoyed 
many free samples of pretzels and potato 
chips from the Charle's Chips people next 
door; unfortunately, Schlitz didn’t have a 
booth in the show. 

TRAIL BLAZING 
By Wes Weston 

What in blazeB has blazing to do with Smoke 
and Blazes? Well, it so happens that a week 
ago '.hursday (6/ 23), the author and one Mauri 
Wintturi and I did a stretch of the Long 
Trail from Route 140 in E. Wallingford to near 


PAGE 2 


JMOiCIS AND BLAZES 

•RAIL BIAZING (Continued) 

iimnyside Camp, along with Chris Guerra, in 
;he process of trail blazing. In the caos 
■f the author, it was a lesson in ” Trail 
•ing' K'th Porfessor Wintturi calling the 
Loin. I learned from, h’a on this occasion. 

; IF , what we found cut in the process of our 
:Udoavors was that there was plenty of work 
>r the Trail aside from blazing. We found 
;tveral bio lowns and had we been four or 
• ive in number instead of three, the extra 
ambers could have cleared the obstructions, 
"e or I ocn not vouch for the rest of the 
1 rai] commit ed to our charge, but much could 
' ■<• done in this sector. Come out and see us 
iometimo. 

: ymmiGTON-KILLINGTON SECTIONS HIKE TO 

T. AEOLPS 

; y Racliael Charland 

(n . uly 30, 1977 7 only three members of the 
' illington Section met with Bennington Sec- 

■ ren members and climbed (Mt. Aeolus) Green 
; eak. Thom Bailey of Bennington Section led 
he group as they explored the site of the 

: irst Marble quarry in that area; a bat cave 
; ,nd finally the summit of the mountain, 
bonder where the hikers were that like to ex- 
plore and climb new mountains! 

' RAIL AND SHELTER RESTORATION REPOST 
jy Pay Catozzi, Trails & Sheler Chairman 

( pod Friday in A pril A walk into Sunnyside 
( amp revealed two smashed sash and about 1 2 
broken lights of glass, an obvious job of 
vandalism. Nothing was done at this time but 

■ o cover the openings with large trash bags. 
Sa turday, Kay 21 Hike to Black Pond was 

C ancelled. A trail work party was substit- 
uted for the Euok.1 An Trail. But that trip 
i as cancelled due to personal work schedule. 

S aturda y,, Hay 1.4 Mauri Wintturi and Wes 
ileston ambled into Tucker-Johnson Shelter to 
inspect it. Privy needs 1 whole new wall, 
j nd some bunk repair needed. This same day 
( arl Sohmidt, Bill Catozzi and I cleared 

■ rail from Sherburne Pass to Pico Camp. 

i not her smashed sash (all the glass gone) 
vas removed from Pico and brought into Rut- 
; and for replacement or repair. 

{ unday June 5 Into Sunnyside again to remove 
1 he two broken sash and bring to Rutland for 
i epair. 

I aturda y , June 11 Back to the trail from 
i herturne Pass to Pico Camp for more groom- 
: ng. Bob Carey, Rachael Charland and I 
\ orked this trip . The stove was removed 
j rom the camp, and the window that was taken 
< ut to bo repaired, was re-installed. This 


window was repaired by using semi-rigid $lear 
plastic instead of glass, aa an experiment 
and we hope it works. 

Saturday, June 29 Mauri Wintturi , Carl 
Schmidt, Rachael Charland and a Killington 
Section member living in the Boston Area, 

(the name escapes me) and I headed baok into 
Sunnyside Camp to clear trail from there to 
Route 140. Glass was brought in to replace 
broken glass (in the undamaged sash) but 
Mauri Wintturi, Bob Carey and Paul Howard 
had already made a trip in and done the job. 
The extra glass was then stored under the 
bunks and behind the front riser. Mauri 
stayed here at Sunnyside and dug out the 
spring to make it more serviceable, while 
the other four headed south with the trail 
tools. 

Wednesday, June 29 Another late evening 
walk into Sunnyside with the two repaired 
windows (replaced four lights of glass 

with one 16 I *X24" light in both windows - 
glass was donated by Carmote Paint Store) 

All the windows in Sunnyside are repaired 
nowj only minor things are left undone. 

0 

With many thanks to Bob Paradise, caretaker 
at Cooper Lodge on Killington Peak, our sqf— 
tion of the trail from Pico Camp, where we 
had left off June 1 1 , all the way to Gov, 
Clement Shelter has been pleared, including 
blowdowns. This is a tremendous help to our 
trail crews. Last year*s caretaker, Qecelia 
Elwert, did the same outstanding job for. us. 
At last word, Bob is Blue Blazing the P j*c 
Loop Trail, and he might do the Bueklin™ 
Trail, too. Killington Section supplied the 
paint. On Saturday August 13, there is work 
party scheduled and Bucklin Trail will be 
cleared to go with new blue blazes. 

This leaves us about 9 miles of trail left 
to clear before the Intersectional, from 
Gov. Clement Shelter to Sunnyside. Some of 
this is on roads , and mqst of it is in 
fairly good shape, so we think a couple of 
trips out will put our section of the Long 
Trail, 21 miles, in good condition for the 
rest of the year. 

SMOKE AND BLAZES By Paul Howard 

The deadline for getting jn information for 
the next issure of SMOKE AND BIAZES will be 
no later than September 1 5 » 1977 * This 
issue is late for two reasons, I did not 
get the reports in time, and my business 
work load has been very heavy. I regret 
that, although I will not let our section 
down, I am ready to retire from Editor of 
SMOKE AND BIAZES, and any interested member 
that would like to take over, please contact 
President Carl Schmidt or Churohill Scott. 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB INTERSECTIONAL 
AUGUST 27 Through Sep-t 5 
1977 

TAMARACK NOTCH 


A report from Janet Martin, Chairwoman. 

The intersectional is shaping up well. Hike leaders have been obtained for 
all hikes. If not staying at Camp they should report to the Staff House 
(where Registation is held) at least ten minutes before the scheduled dep- 
arture time. 

The Breakfast to be put on by Killington Section on September 3rd. is pretty 
well covered but we could use a few more diswashers ! ! 

Our last big cal for help is for workers to man the registration table. Only 
one evening volunteer so far and three day-time dates covered (Aug 27 » Aug 31 
and Sept. 4). We need you. . . this is a job "retired hikers" would enjoy . . 
a pleasant setting, cool refreshing mountain air, and you meet the nioest 
people. Give me a call 773-3621 , if no answer, try 773-6740 whioh is the 
number of Tamarack Notch Office. , if you have some free time. We need people 
for morning (9:00 AM to 12:30 PM) aftrenoon (12:30 PM to 5*30 PM); evening 
(5*30 PM to (9£00 PM) Aug. 27 through Sept. 5 (morning only at last day.) 

Jack Martin also needs a few volunteer rubbish men to collect trash after 
supper each night and on the first day to put out trash barrels, etc. and a 
final cleanup crew. . . we are borrowing latrinos from Girl Scout Camp and 
these must be dismantled and filled in on Labor Day as well as picking up site. 
If you can help with this please let him know . . . Telephone Number above. 

There ' a final Committee meeting at 7 Curtis Avenue, on August 2nd. 

We have an Auction scheduled for Thursday September 1st. so check your attics. 
If you can’t bring items to Camp the week of the Intersectional, please leave 
at Martins the week of August 22-26. Call me if you can’t get your auction 
items to us and I will arrange for pick-up. 

**************** 


ERCK FOREST, RUPERT VERMONT 
] y Churchill Scott 

(ur semi-annual trip to Merck Forest was 
i avored with one of the best week-ends of 
f pring. Warm weather, blue sky and perfect 
a isibility. 

£ aturday was spent hiking and sunning. Ray 
Catozzi, Rachael Char land and Churchill 
£ cott climbed Mt. Antone to anjoy the distant 
i derondacs and nearby Tocomic Range. Spring 
i lowers were in great abundance, mainly leeks 
log Tooth Violets (Trout Lillies) Dutchman’s 
Ireeohcs and Spring Beauties, 
luring our descent a very inqusitive Scarlet 
lano intertained us for a long time. Next 
v e finally swung around Beebe Pond and home 
where Carol and Miss Austin drove a deer 
into the front yart to everyone's amaizment 
and enjoyment. 

Cin Sunday, Jack and Janet brought a group for 
tpe day wad conducted an interesting flower 


identification trip to a different area 
than normally covered. 

It was good to see so many new people join 
us on suoh a beautiful day. We beleive 
it was the most sinoe mid-winter Pine Hill 
walk. 

MAIN CLUB CMC OFFICE REPORT 
By Larry Van Meter 

A very hectic summer means that this report 
for SMOKE AND BIAZES will be pretty brief. 

As you all know, the Caretaker and Ranger- 
Naturalist Programs are being run essentia- 
lly the same as they were last year. The 
Long 'Trail patrol, however, is larger than 
ever - two separate eight-person crews. Both 
crews are concentrating on chornic problem 
areas in the north, although we do hope to 
get the cribbing replaced at Clarendon Gorge 
before the end of the summer. 
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MAIN CLUB GMC OFFICE REPORT (Continued) 

i)ther activities this summer include the 
* List ribut ion of the new Guide Book , working 
with Bennington Section on the new Nauheim 
iihelter just north of Route 9, and continu- 
ng to look for new office. The Long Trail 
jOdge has at last been sold, and the new 
owners are not interested in having the GMC 
net up offices at Sherburne Pass. The focus 
is now on the Winooski Valley. 

( ne item with which the Club has had limited 
involvement, but which will certainly have 
impact on the Killington Section is the pro- 
spective acquisition of all private lands 
s long the Appalachian Trail by the National 
lark Service. The full implications of hav- 
ing the Killington Section stretch of the 
Long Trail owned by the Federl Government 
iather than by relatively passive private 
landowners is difficult to predict. 

As many of you already know, I will be leav- 
ing shortly after the Intersect ional to re- 
turn to school. I*ve thoroughly enjoyed my 
jnvolvement with the Club and particularly 
v ith the Killington Section, of which I am 
8 member (and intend to remain a member !!). 
ly successor will be Steve Rice, with whom 
J have worked for several years. Steve and 
4 have both been involved in the same U. S. 
Forest Service BackcountrySesearch Program 
jn Durham, N.H. , and he brings a good know- 
ledge of the Long Trail with him ( a two 
time End-t o-End* er! ). 

1 'm sure you will show Steve the same warm 
1: ospittality and cooperation you showed me 
>hen I first arrived in Rutland two years 
ago, Thanks again 1 ! 

I AZENS NOTCH SOUTH TO ROUTE # 1 1 8 

Cn Friday evening, April 29th., at 6:00 PM 
the sky was very clear and blue and cludless 
in Rutland. However, after passing through 
>orrisville later on that same day it begain 
to rain and then the rain became mixed with 
enow and then SNOW! There was really a bliz- 
2 ard atop Route ,/1 42 as we parked the car 
and unloaded our gear in preparation for a 
short hike to Jay Peak Camp. We were lucky, 
just as quiokly as the blizzard had begun, 
it stopped and the moon shone through long 
enough for us to hunt up wood and start a 
f ire at the camp. Throughout the night the 
vind blew and snow fell leaving on the ground 
approximately 2-§- inches. Saturday morning 
ve spotted two cars, one at Hazens Nothh and 
another at Rout« #118. Begain hiking at 
lazens Notoh at 9; 45 A.M. and struggles south 

vard snow was very evident everywhere, 

irom 3 feet to 5 feet deep making the travel- 
•A ** -v./ 


ing rather V-, i c -*.o hill anglo, 

to Navigate. Blazes wore difficult to fir.d 
and much time was lost trying to find the-... 
Wbon we did find blazos they were real old 
and faintly visible. As we climbed the .. ~j 
to Haystack Mt. bear trackE r clearly vis- 
ible as well as g -tridge and ; an- t?.rres u. 
frightened the birds enough f;o canse thjm to 
frighten us by their thundering flight. v e 
arrived at Tilliston Camp, all cf us wit,i 
wet .boots, socks and v;oll seasoned with 
"dropping into holes" of the soft snew. T.’;o 
outhouse at Tilloston is new and if it had 
been larger we would have c iped in it since 
it would have been in better condition than 
the shelter itself. No stove so wc hung our 
socks for decoration, prepared our supper and 
built a fire outside to got ourselves warm 
before bedtime. 

Sunday morning about 7:45 A. II. wc headed for 
Belividere Mt. and the came thing was true 
of this trail, THE LACK OF BLAZES! Wo were 
well equipped with topo maps and bushwacked 
much of the distance to the top of this moun- 
tain. The Fire Tower still waves in the 
wind and there is a resemblance of a cabin 
there too. Since Sunday was much warmer than 
the previous day wc all took off our socks 
and went barefoot on the b aren ground whilo 
our socks dried on the hot rock3. Signs 
were visible calling this area, Rock City. 
After a leisurely luncheon hour or so wo 
were happy to don DRY Socks for the descent 
to Route 110. Two young people who had 
climbed from Route 113 indicated that they 
too, had had a most difficult time finding 
the blazes and said to follow their foot- 
prints in the snow. Oh, yes, snow was still 
on the western side of tho mountain too. 

There is a logging operation at the lower end 
of this trail and tops of trees had been 
thrown with abandonment over the Long Trail 
making it impossible to use. However, it 
was with welcome releif to see bare £round 
many flowers, trilliums, trout lillios, 
spring beauties and numerous ferns were 
a delight to behold. This 4 ;~ , ip I think con- 
vinced the Hike Scheduling Committee that 
Spring DOES NOT ARRIVE ON MAY 1st. in the 
NORTHEAST KINGDOM. I wish to thank my friends 
for helping me over this difficult part of 
the Long Trail. 

Rachael Char land 


Remember, deadline for next issue: 
SEPTEMBER 15, 1977 
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MONADNOCK STATE PARK, June 19* 

By Jim Prink 

On Sunday, June 19, $*00 AM (should have 
"been 3:00 All) the hikers assembled at the 
Fire House. Rachael Charland, Bob Carey, 

Joe Catozzi with his father Ray, Bernie 
Donahue and I drove to Mt. Monadnock State 
Park and paid 5^2 per head entrance fee. 
(joey got a free ride). 

We climbed the cascades, Red Dot, and Pum- 
belly trails to the summit - high and very 
windy. It was a beautiful day, blue sky, 
sunshine and widely spaced beautiful white 
clouds. The trails we took to the summit 
were steep in places, but not difficult over 
all. They were very well blazed with yellow 
dots for the first, red dots in white 
circles for the second, and rock cairns 
(above the timberline) for the third. In the 
woods, mosquitos were ferocious, but on the 
exposed rocks the high wind blew them away. 
The summit iB only 3,165 feet but affords 
a 360 marvelous view. 

This mountain is an old volcano composed of 
hard lava flows which have resisted corr- 
osion until all the surrounding country has 
been worn away leaving the neck of the vol- 
cano exposed. The word "Monadnock" is a 
geological term describing a volcano for- 
mation rising out of surrounding level 
country-side. 

Southeast of the one we climbed is "Little 
Monadnock Mountain" - elevation 1883 feet 
There is one in the far northeast corner of 
Vermont but I can't find it on any of the 
Vermont maps I have now. 

We came down, after an hour for lunch and 
relaxation, over the "white dot" trail, the 
shortest and steepest route. The upper part 
all over bare glacial smoothed rock decends 
at an avarage angle of about 5 ° degrees! Sit 
down and slide is an answer to many of the 
very steep sections. 

Since the mountain is an old volcano, the 
rock is solidified lava. When the volcano 
stops erupting, the lava flows cool very 
quickly which results in the fine grained 
igneous rock called basalt. The various 
lava flows, of varying thickness, are evid- 
ent near the summit of the mountain where 
all the rocks are exposed. There are rocks 
which feldspar phenocripts and many with 
andalusite crystals changing to muscovite. 

A few hollow pyromophite crystals eere noted 

About half way down the mountain some mica 
schist were observed which remained from 

r 
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the eroded rocks which surround the volcano. 
Many wide viens of quartz have solidified in 
the cracks of the basalt where the silica 
bearing liquids deposited them. Some of the 
lava splashes are so rich in iron that they 
rust on the surface. 

The last glaciation approching from the north- 
east has polished and rounded the basalt 
into domes which have the typical granit shape 
but there are only a few dykes of granit to be 
found. The rocks at the southwest are ver- 
tical cliffs of the columnar basalt which 
form in the neck of a volcano. 

This was a most interesting, enjoyable, and 
educational hike for me. The weather was 
perfect, and I hope the others enjoyed it as 
much as i did. 

DIRECTORS MEETING G.M.C. (Unscheduled) 

By Rachael Charland - K. S. Director 

A special G.II.C. Direcbbrs meeting was held 
Saturday, July 30, I 977 at the Bardwell Hotel. 
The meeting begain with a few minutes of 
Silent Prayer for Mrs. Barbara Vielle, who 
drowned on May 28th. 

President Joseph Prank gave the Directors one 
minute to scan the Minutes of the Annual meet- 
ing held on May 20th. at Camp Keewyden. 

Larry Van Meter's report concerning the ser- 
vices of the Rangers, Trail Crew and Care- 
takers brought out the fact that there is 
still much trail work to be preformed on the 
Long Trail. He recommended better communic- 
ation between the Trail Patrol and Section 
Volunteers so that the Long Trail could be 
better Serviced. 

After carefully considering all of the app- 
lications submitted for the position of Ex- 
ecutive Secretary for the G.M.C. , President 
Prank submitted the name of Steven Rice of 
Stowe, Vt. Steve is a Forestry Major and 
also has a degree in Journalism. His ext- 
ensive Survey of the Long Trail coupled with 
the photographic album were available to the 
Directors during the morning recess-. This 
survey h s been used during the past months 
in connection with determining much needed 
repairs to both Shelter areas and the Trail. 

Present Directors unanimously voted that 
Steve be given the post of Executive Secre- 
tary of G.M.C. on August 22nd. Lary Van 
Meter after that date will begain his college 
studies in Rochester, New York. 

The proposed idea of having a Pall Trail 
Crew, presented by Larry drew much discussion 
by the Directors. Members of the Summer 
Patrol indicated that even though a great 
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SMOKE AND BLAZES 

DIRECTORS MEETING, CMC (Continued) 

Leal of work has been accomplished this 
summer, there is considerable more to do. 

, L fter a delicious Roast Beef luncheon, the 
directors resumed their discussion of the 
iroposal of hiring a Field Supervisor. It 
sas indicated by both President Frank and 
Executive Secretary, Larry VanMeter, that 
iruch an employee was needed as at the pres- 
ent time, as there are 45 employees working 
n various sections of the Trail. Not only 
:.s it time consuming for one person to over- 
see the Trail Section Problems as they occur 
but literally impossible to combine such 
cuties with extemporanous speech making and 
still manage the busy Rutland Office. As 
ruch as 60 to 30 hours per week has teen the 
vorkload of our present Executive Secretary, 

Larry Peet, Jr. who has been in charge of the 
Caretaker Program, was recommended by tho 
I resident for this position. All of the 
lirectors were in full agreement that a 
I ield Supervisor was needed and Harry Peet , 
ir. will begain his duties as of January 1, 
1978 . 

£ ince tho recent sale of the Long Trail 
lodge, plans for a GMC office in that area 
lave been cancelled. A heated discussion 
followed as to various locations recommended 
for this office. Final agreement was reach- 
ed that the Executive Advisory Board members 
seek a new G.M.C. office site in the Winooski 
Valley. Harry Peet stressed the known fact 
t iat there is more trail traffic at Sherburne 
Pass and Jonesville than at any other point 
or junction of the Trail and that office 
at one of these points would greatly enhance 
tie usefulness of our G.M.C. office. 


W astern planned trips were discussed and the 
Directors agreed to sponsor such trips in the 
f xture. It is hoped that more GMG members 
will take advantage of these ventures in the 
fixture • 

I’bntative *ommitte Sections announced by 
President Frank and Lester A. Vielle will be 
t le Trails and Shelters Chaitman and Earl 
I Llliams will chair the Guidebook Committee. 

K .llington Section's Director, Rachael Char- 
1 ind will be Chairman of the End-to-End 
c xmmittee and serving with her are End-to- 
Eiders: Betty Staeck, Ray Catozzi and Church- 
i .1 Scott. 

A .1 Sections have been requested to make 
s-iggestions for the next Annual Meeting as 
will as the NEXT INTERSECTIONAL SITE. Meet- 
tig was ajoumed at 4s 14 P. M. 


PUTNAM POND TO ROCK POND, N.Y. 

July 0, 9, and 10 

By Ray Catozzi 

This 2 night, 2 day trip, of less than 4 miles 
took us into a beautiful low-hills-many-ponds 
area S. W. of Ticonderoga. Rachael Charland 
drove my son Bill and 'I to Put nan State Park 
on Fri. Evening. We 3 hiked the 1 .7 miles in 
to Rock Pond, using flashlights the last .7 
mile. Our timing was to beat the Week-end 
crowd to the 2 shelters in the area. The 1st 
one was filled, and the second one we could 
not find, as it is located on a tiny adjacent 
pond, reached by confusing trail junctions. 

We found it the next day, but having a 3 man 
tent with us, saved the night. 

Saturday mroning dawned bright and beautiful. 
We moved the tent far out on a rocky point of 
the island. All similar to the island in our 
Little Rock Pond in Danby on the L.T. It is 
20 feet away from the main shore and this 20 
feet of shallow water is spanned by 2 small 
logs, one of whcch rolled under Bill's feet 
and dumped him into 8" of pllywog filled water. 

Would have made a good picture, but I pulled 
him up out of the water quickly as he was we- 
ighed down by the pack and was relatively 
helpless. He dried out soon. 

The day was spent with a long walk around the 
pond, going by an abandoned iron mine. At the 
far end of the pond, we basked in the sun, 
while eating lunch, then, p^nljinued ouj* treck 
around the pond, with a^swln in mind, at our 
campsite, but clouds, coolnes^ and t^eting 
rain cancelled this. 

Sunday was another perfect day. We packed 
our lunches and hiked to the far end of the 
pond again, where the outlet is located. A 
trail leads down this brook and at the way 
mark is a beautiful 40' water fall. Leaving 
the brook trail we bushwacked up the north 
sloap of Peaked Hill, a 1900 ft open top hill 
with nice views of the surrounding country. 

Here on the open rocky hill we gored ourselves 
on ripe bluebarries, and picked some for home. 
Back at our campsite, Bill and I went for a 
swia, with Rachael packing for the hike out. 

We were home at 9:30 P.M. , the end of an en- 
joyable and interesting trip. It would have 
been much more fun if more people had gone. 
Where were all the Killington Section back- 
packers? It seems that only a small handful 1 
have turned out for the last 3 or 4 overnight 
trips. (Editor's note: The above article was 
shortened for space reasons, hope the author 
will forgive me.) 

HAVE A GOOD DAY 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


HIKE SCHEDULE 
1977 - 1978 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and time listed. 
For more information contact: Carl Schmidt, President, 73 Edgerton Street, 773-6990; 

Raymond Catozzi, Vice President, 103 Bellevue Avenue, 773-3006; or W. Churchill Scott, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 132 Maple Street, 775-5720. 


DATE 


TIME 


PLACE 


LEADER 


MILES 

TOTAL 


Sat. , 

Sept 

17... 


a • m 

Sun. , 

Oct. 

1 

... 1:00 

p • m 

Sun. , 

Oct . 

16 

... 9:00 

a.m 

Sat. , 

Oct . 

29). . . 

... 8:00 

a .m 

Sun. , 

Oct . 

30) 



Sat. , 

Nov. 

5 

. . . 10:00 

a.m 

Sat. , 

Nov. 

19 

... 9:00 

3 • m 

♦Sat . , 

Dec. 

3).... 

... 8:00 

a.m 

Sun . , 

Dec . 

4) 



Mon. , 

Dec. 

26 


p .m 

♦Sat. , 

Jan. 

7 


a.m 

Sat. , 

Jan. 

14 


p .m 

k Sun. , 

Jan. 

29 


a.m 


Gibbs 

.Backpacking - Route 118 to 

Parker Camp C. Scott. 


to Barrows C. Scott... 

.Moonlight Hike and 

Christmas Party R. Catozzi. 

.Shrewsbury area - Ski Tour 

and Snowshoeing C. Schmidt. 


4.0 M 
4.0 E 

4.0 E 

9.7 D 

4.0 E 

3.0 E 

7.2 n 

E 

3.0 E 


Universalist-Unitarian Church. 


3.0 E 


♦Area may be changed due to snow condition. 
’'Location to be published at a later date. 


Degree of Difficulty: E - Easy (Good for Children) 

M - Medium 

D - Difficult (Mostly Long Mileage) 



REMEMBER: 

Special Main Club Membership Meeting: 


Januery 14, 1978, IjOO P.M. -Hotel Bardwell 


Killington Section Annual Meeting: 

man 7 j r~Manr^Trrf= J = L ^===^ =:: =^ Trafc-swi v ■ - ■ " ■ i-Jgr 


Same day, 7 tQO P»M. -Units rian-Universe list Church 
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EPCRT ON 1977 INTERSECT I CNAL 


Killington Section was host to the 1977 
Intersectiorml 6t Tamarack Notch Aug. 27 
Sept. 5» Unfortunately attendance was 
aovn considerably from 1976 with just 111 
individual campers registered . .this was 
aade up cf ^>2 camper units (individual or 
family) and 10 visitors who did not stay 
overnight. Visitors were mostly from Kil- 
lington Section end were people who ceme up 
to help on some part of the activities. 

Each d8y there were several hikes sche- 
duled for campers to choose from. Most 
popular hikes were trips to Vt'n highest 
itaterfoll, Cavendish Gorge, and Blue Ridge. 
jS?o of the Long Trail hikes were cancelled 
for lack of interest . .those involving the 
Dost travel. 

The trail restoration trips recruited c 
few workers who put in a total of J4 work 
■jours on our section of the Long Trail as 
follows: repaired and replaced, us needed, 

-wsterbars at Clarendon Gorge Brid re ep- 
ircach; went to Gov* Clement a forked up 
trail repairing and resetting v^terbere 
ind brushed trail for two milca ebove the 
shelter. .to the point where two brooks 
sxoes the trail. 

Evening programs included two square den- 
ies, an evening of very old slides which 
lack Martin managed to projec with in over- 
head projector followed by some pictures 
’rom other Intersection&ls in t?* 5>0ties and 
SOties; Dave Langloia gave a talk a id 
ieraonBt ration of leave -no-trace cemi ng end 
equipment; Tiny Haro presented seme vorld- 
fide travel slides; we had an auction which 
sarned $55.75; a talent night ».nd a magic 
»how. The highlight of the letter was the 
jresentetion of a gift to Minerva pinchey 
'rom the Killington Section of soma Vermont 
iconic placemats and a Vermont Bicentennial 
’late . 


The Tamarack Notch Aitken Forest Corp. 
members put on a scrumptious dinner the first 
Sunday and Killington Section an equally 
delicious breakfast on the second Saturday 
which netted us $55.64. 

Unfortunately the low attendance meant we 
ended with a deficit in spite of our money- 
raising efforts end donations from Mauri 
V.’intturi, Bob Poole, and tho Martins. (NOTE: 
The Main Club reimbursed us for this deficit.) 

In closing I wish to thank the rest cf my 
Committee: Ray Catozzl, Harold Rogers, Wee 

Weston, Racheol Charland, Carl Schmidt, Vera 
Parkins, Thelma Veliquette, end Paul Howard, 
and my husband Jeck and daughters Nancy end 
Betsy and eon David who put on the magic 
show. Also the following members who worked 
on registration or lead hikes; Nancy Schmidt, 
Card Chapman, Betty Staeck, bob Corey, Bob 
Carpenter, Larry Van Moter, Frank Bequert, 

Jim Prink, Churchill Scott, and Rick Davies. 
The following also helped on the breakfast: 
Veda Knipee, Ann and George Reynolds, and 
Bettina Roulier. Smoke and Blazes Editor 
l*ul Hoverd also helped by printing up our 
flyers and maps. Many thanks to all of you. 

Janet Martin, Chairperson 
1977 Intersectional 

BAD NEWS ISSUE 


By Carl Schmidt, Killington Section President 

Unfortunately, this issue of Smoke and Blazes 
contains many items that might not be too 
pleasing to our membership. 

1. Our old friend, Wes Weston, has moved 
back down South after having returned to 
Rutland for a few months. His contributions 
to the GMC will be sorely missed. 



2. The Main Club office has moved from Rut- 
land to Montpelier. There will fce a special 
meeting of GMC members at the Hotel I>;rdvell 
on Saturday, Jan. 1 -4 , 1976, at 1:00 F.M. to 
give official sanction to this move (per the 
GMC Charter, Headquarters ere officially in 
Rutland ). 

J. Your Section's Board of Directors estab- 
lished a Budget Committee, which quickly die- 
covered that our Section finances were in a 
very bad state of decline; a long article 
follows. Part of our problems are tied in 
with the dues structure of the Muin Club. 

The dues situation will bo discussed at the 
above mentioned Main Club meeting, afternoon 
section, on Jan. 14 AND at the Section's 
annual meeting at 7:00 P.M. TK5 SAME DATE 
at the Unitarian-Universalii't Church, Rutland. 
Vs urge as many members as possible to attend 
both meetings. 

4. The Intersectional at Tamarack w nr an 
artistic success but a financial iailure. 

Our Trail Restoration efforts (together 
with the absence cf severe floods) have tem- 
porarily slowed down the deterioration of the 
trails in our Section. But the increasing 
popularity of hiking and backpacking during 
the lest few years Geers tc have resulted jn 
far more trail 'users' than 'helpers',. Dec- 
pile excellent coverage of hiking and GMC 
activities by newspapers and radio stations, 
we just aren't attracting enough solid new 
members to carry on the work end enjoyment 
that h8ve been the dual goals of the Killing- 
ton Section for so many y^ars. 

NEWS BRIEFS OF DIRECTORS MEETING HELD 
IN OCTOBER AT VERMCh? STATE SKI LODGE 

By Ray Catozzi and Rachael V. Charland, 
Killington Section Directors 

Better communications promised between 
Main Club end the Sections concerning 
trails and shelters work that both might 
be involved in.. such as the Clarendon 
Gorge Bridge and the caretaker in our 
Section. 

GMC Office moving to Montpelier after 
being in Rutland for its entire life — 
sixty yearsi 3ulk of Main Club business 
and work is centered further north now, 
they say. 

Minervs Hinchey honored et luncheon 
break of GMC Director meeting. 


Usage of LT down in Southern part of 
LT and up in the Northern pert. L? 
patrol has done much trail work way up 
North where it has been neglected for 
too long. 

Western expedition to be sponsored and 
publicized by GMC for any and ell member 
for next summer. Six hundred dollars fo 
an oleven day trip including round trip 
air fere. A BARGAIN I 

1976 Intersectional, and possibly GMC 
Annual Meeting to be in Southern part of 
state, possibly in the Bennington creu. 


HIKE SCHEDULE CHANGE 
The Jan. 29 hike has been changed 
to Feb. 5 R t 9 A.M. Betty Staeck 
will lead this ski and enovshoe tour. 


ier 

li- 


B1>UE RIDGE MOUNTAIN, CLP CANTY TRAIL 
By Rachael Charland, substituting for 
R»y Catozzi 
September 17, 1977 

Saturday, S«pt. 17 at 9:00 A.M. was snot 
vet, drizzly day, yet throe ambitious ip 
viduals climbed Blue Ridge Mountain, a a cal 
mountain compared to neerb\ Killington. It 
vised to be called the Old Canty Trnil as it 
winds upward of 5»27S feet and most of t le 
trail runs alongside beautiful, roaring, 
powerful cascades. At the very top of t 
ca^cedeo n logging bridge hes been built 
points the way toward still enother entrmc 
to these troet unusual woods of large top ,h- 
heart shaped aspens, yellow birches, spr 
and balsams. It was rather impossible t :> 
view Coolidge Range or the Adirondacks a: a 
fine mist settlod over the summit as we 
tily munched our lunches. Anna Nyiri's 
sharp eyes found many patches of colorfu 
lichen emid the rockB and fallen lengths of 
wood. Fallen leaves mado the descent re Lhe 
slippery in many spots but with Jim Fripc 
leading the return trip to Route #4, we ill 
arrived safely at our vehicle end for r few 
minutes the rain actually stopped! 

• #**•#***• 

HIGH PCND, HUBBARDT ON 

By Robert Gibbs 
October 16, 1977 

On one of the few good days of this aut;cn, 
seven hikers made a leisurely tour to a 
dark blue hidden lake, then to a high bl jff 
overlooking Lake Bomoseen. There were n vny 
white-blazed trails to lead out-of-state 
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hunters safely back to their cabins, end 
many signs of a large deer population. 

************ 

FOOTBATH IN’ THE WILDERNESS: #118 SOUTH 

fO PARKER CAMP 

By Ray Catozzi, substituting for Churchill 
Scott 

October 29 and $ 0 , 1977 

O-ily three GM.C hikers enjoyed the beautiful 
fall weather on a backpacking trip from 
Route 116 (Ritterbush) to Route 1|j (Parker): 
Greg Rostock, Rachael W. Charlsnd, end Ray 
Catozzi. We met two hikers on the trail who 
Were taking pictures especially of Devil’s 
Gulchj mildly dangerous, with wet boulders 
^nd wet leaven to crawl up and over. The 
hikers were from Montreal and hed been there 
One week before without any success because 
©f the poor weather conditions. This man 
also is a member of the Montreal Ski Patrol. 
Wet leaves did cling to the rocks making one's 
footing unsteady et times. There were many 
stretches of beautiful hard wood trees. We 
had lunch on a reck overlooking Ritterbush 
Pond and could hear the whine of an electric 
chainsaw in the distance as well as reports 
or e gun et intervals. Since Ritterbush shel- 
ter does not have a stove, all of the cooking 
was done outside and enjoyed in the light of 
the harvest moon Saturday evening. Frost was 
glistening on every bush and tree in the mor- 
ning as we packed up and headed for Parker 
Camp. Bowen Mountain seemed much steeper 
than Butternut, probably because of the two 
peaks being so close together. There was a 
gradual climb up Butternut Mountain but the 
descent waa another problem, especially in 
darkness. Parker Shelter was a most welcome 
Sight as a warm fire welcomed us ns well as 
the dog arid the couple who were cooking steak. 
Another 1 .*• miles brought us to the car with- 
out much difficulty. 

************ 

CKaTUGUAY GCLD MIKE 
Ey Churchill Scott 
November 1977 


This hike had one of the biggest turnouts 
in recent years -A6 people. It seems ss 
though we were joined by the entire Benning- 
ton Section and all their friend 8, There 
were many amateur (and professional) geolo- 
gists along, complete with rock hammers, 
specimen sacks, and head lights. We had 
many enjoyable explanations as to why we 
weren't likely to find gold, and everyone 
had e good time not finding any. 
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BACKPACKING— ROUTE #9 TO CCUNTY RCAD 

By Rachael Charlend, substituting for 
Churchill Scott 
December 5 end 4, 1 977 

Up, up from Route #9* not the stairway to the 
stars but to Harmon Hill I Next on ti e winding 
trail to Congdon Shelter we net 2 youthful 
N. H. hikers who stated they have often camped 
st Congdon. This shelter was very comfortablo 
and with a good stove | About 2| inches of enow 
foil during the night. We cross-d numerous 
roads enroute to Stamford Stream; the trail 
running alongside the brook was the forerunner 
of a climb to Sucker Pond Trail and Scrub Hill. 
We could hear the musical hum of the power- 
lines even before we reached that area es the 
wind was really rushing ecross that section. 
Lunch was a hasty affair sheltered in a clump 
of trees just beyond the power line. Descen- 
ding now to Co nty Road and then our big mis- 
take of the day! We walked many miles on 
West Roed instead of the County* Road until we 
met a most obliging homesteader on West Road 
who took us to my car on County Rocd—not 
only did he assist us with a ride but helped 
with starting the car and saw us safely on 
our way before ho departed — a real Vermont 
Good Samaritan. 

********** 

MOONLIGHT HIKE AND CHRISTMAS PARTY 

By P.ob Corey (Hike leader, Ray Catozzi) 

December 26 , 1977 

The Kil 1 ington Section ended the year on a dra- 
matic note. Thirty-seven people went into 
Sur.nyoide Camp for a combined moonlight hike 
and Christmas party. Lou Catozzi and I vent 
in during the afternoon to cut wood, and got 
a fire going to warm the cemp and heat the 
water. Timing was excellent, as the water hed 
just come to a boil when the rest of the group 
arrived. Whon the camp seemed full, with 
about 15 people in, Lou said there were still 
more outside than in. We got the entire group, 
oil 57, in. It was cozy and kept the camp 
nice and worm. Although we were short of cups 
everyone was able to have a hot drink. Many 
people brought and shared cookies and other 
food. Several ssng Christmas carols, adding 
to the Christmas spirit. There waa an excel- 
lent full moon for the hike and it was not toe 
cold. We hope to see many of these new people 
at the annual meeting and other hikes, and 
maybe at a work party or two. 

************,, 

We regret to announce that Paul Howard has 
reeigned es Editor of Smoke end Blaz es. Our 
thanks to Paul for ell the time and work he 
h8s put in on this newsletter. 


DUES INCREASE 


t> 


The Killington Section dues have to he increased. Right now* our dues do 
not cone near to meeting oUr annual expenses. Following is a breakdown of 
those expenses, which must be shared among our 100 adult members. These 
expenses are the averege for the last four years; they are not padded to 
provide for the inflationary cycle our country is in. At the right of 
these figures is the minimum amount that the section directors think we 
can lire with. 

A. Basic Killington Section expenses 

1. Trails and shelters, insurance 

2. Smoke k Blazes 

J. Outings (schedules, food, coffee, etc.) 

4. Postage, telephone, secretary's expenses 

5. Miscellaneous (annual meeting, etc.) 


B. Expenses re lated to Main Club 

1. Dues (100 adult members @ $5) 

2. Caretaker at Cooper Lodge 

*\ 

% 

TOTALS 


As you can see, our average expenses per member are now £9.53» and probably 
can't go much lower than $8.55* Things get even more complex 'when you 
realize that many of our ]00 adult members are senior citizens or 'spouses', 
•^rho do not pay the present full membership cost ($4.50). 

One of the major expenses, Main Club dues, is an open item on the Main 
Club's agenda, and they are aware of our situation. Certain expenses, euch 
as Trails and Shelters, are part of our basic reason for existence — anyone 
can hike the trail free, a3 long as the trail is there; the GMC ensures 
that the trail will be there for our children. Other expenses, such as 
Outings, help us to enjoy the trail and recruit new members. But spare 
dollars are hard to come by for all of us. 

Dues of six other Vermont sections range from a low of $%00 to a high 
of S7.^0, and many are considering dues increases. The New York section 
charges $12.00. Few sections carry the Trails and Shelters load that we do. 

The entire financial situation will be discussed at length at the Section' a 
annual meeting in January before setting a now dues schedule. To help us do 
this, on initial bellot will be taken at the meeting. A sample ballot is 
shown below (there will be extra ballots at the meeting). The Board will 
then propose the new dues structure for the membership's approval. 

If you cannot attend the annual meeting, please mail your ballot tos Carl 
Schmidt, 75 Edgerton Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701, before January 10. 

By Carl Schmidt, President Killington Section 


Average? Lowest 
4 Years Cost 


175 

114 

115 
64 
20 

503 


175 

100 

90 

75 

20 

460 


500 

150 

450 

958 


500 

75 

575 

655 


» 

* 




BALL.PT> Killlngton Section Dues Increase 

This ballet is intended to advise the Section Board of Directors of 
the general membership' 6 feelings. After reviewing this ballot, the 
Board will make its final recommendations and call for en official 
vote of the membership. 

1 . Type of membership you now hold. 

Adult (full cost) 1 1 Adult spouse 1" 1 

Family junior I | Junior [ 1 

Senior citizen ] | Ifot sure [H_l 


2. Should Smoke A Blazes publication continue? 


Yes 


No 


% Should we continue to help support a caretaker at Cooper Lodge 
in the summer? 


Yea - $150 


Yes - $75 


No 


\ 


A. Are you willing to pay the following due3? 

a. $A «5 0 (only senior citizens and. spouses 
answer this one) 

b. $6.50 (no Smoke & Blazes , no Cooper 
Lodge caretaker ) 

c. $9.00 adult, $8.00 epouse (Board of" 
Directors' minimum recommendation) 

d. $10.00 adult, $8.00 spouse (a very 
few extra dollars over minimum) 


1 Yes 


! 

No 




8 . 

Yes 


1 

l 

No 



t 

/ 
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Yes 



No 





Yes 



No 



5. Your comments 




KILLINGTON SECTION, 6M0 
132 MAPLE STREET 

' ' VERMONT 05701 


Mr. & Mrs. Robert Perkins 
1141 Culligan Blvd. 

San Jose, California 95^20 


KILLINGTON SECTION GRfci>W MOUNTAIN CLUB 


HIKE SCHEDULE WINTER-SPRING 1978 

111 hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day 
ind hour listed. For more information contact i Carl Schmidt, President, 

'3 Edgerton St., 773-6990; Raymond Catozzi, Vice President, 103 Bellevue 
Lve . , 773-3006; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 775-5720. 


DATE HOUR DESTINATION-EVENT LEADER MILEAGE 


>un. Jan. 29 

9 «00 

A.M. 

Blueberry Hill Ski Touring 
Center with Breadloaf Section 
Special rates for GMCersI 

(VARIABLE 

MILEAGE) 


E-M 

iun . Feb . 5 

9 ;00 

A.M. 

Juggernaut Trail 

Ski Touring & Snowshoeing 

B. 

Staeck 

5 

M 

!at . Feb .18 

IOiOO 

A.M. 

Cold River Road to Tamarack 
G.S. Camp -Ski Touring & 
Snowshoeing 

C. 

Scott 

3 

M 

iat .Mar .4 
:/or 

lun.Mar . 5 

10«00 

A.M. 

Sunnyside Overnight 
Snowshoeing & Ski Touring 
in area 

R. Catozzi 
(VARIABLE 
MILEAGE) 


E 

Sat .Mar .25 

6 iOO 

P.M. 

Annual Sugar on Snow Party 
Unitarian-Universalist Church 

J. 

Martin 



Sun. Apr .9 

IOiOO 

A.M. 

Tucker-Johnson Ski Touring 
and Showshoeing 

R. 

Char land 

3.6 

E 

Sat .Apr. 22 

IOiOO 

A.M. 

Quarterline Road 
Snowshoeing & Ski Touring 

H. 

Rogers 

* 

E 

Sat. May 6 
i :/or 

Sun. May 7 

9«30 

A.M. 

Clarendon Shelter Overnight 
Outhouse Raising, Trail 
Clearing & Shelter Work 

R. 

Catozzi 

1.6 

E 

Sun. May 21 

9 »00 

A.M. 

Abbey Pond 

J. 

Frink 

4 

E 

Sat. June 3 

8 « 30 

A • ID . 

Blackinton, Mass, to 
Seth Warner Shelter 

R. 

Charland 

7.1 

M 

' un. June 18 

8; 30 

A.M. 

Trail Restoration -Cooper 
Lodge to Pico Shelter 

R. 

Catozzi 

5-5 



DATES, HOURS, DESTINATIONS, LEADERS, AND MILEAGE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

♦Watch Newspapers for Latest Details 


DEGREE OF HIKING EFFORT i E-Easy (suitable for children) 

M-Medium 

D- Difficult (long mileage) 


1 RING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED; ALSO WARM EXTRA CLOTHING AND WEAR 
WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE. 
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KILLINGTCfff SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
By Ray Catozzi 

Vice-President, Killington Section 

After postponing the annual meeting 
from Jan. 14 because of a large anow- 
atorm the day before, it was decided 
to hold the meeting the next Saturday, 
Jan. 21 , even though a still larger 
enow storm had fallen on Rutland and 
vicinity just before that date I 
Needless to say, it cut down on atten- 
dance from JO of last year to about 
20 brave aoula who found their way to 
the Unitarian-Univeraalist Ohureh 
thia year. 

At meeting time of 7 t$0 only 6 or 7 
folks had showed up, so the opening was 
delayed until 8 P.M. The coffee water 
was started so we could have hot drinka 
while we waited. Just as the meeting 
was about to get underway, it was de- 
layed again when Pres. Carl Schmidt had 
to leave to help get hi* wife Nancy's 
car unstuck over whara she had mada a 
atop enroute to the meeting. The meet- 
ing was finally undarway in earnest 
about 81I5I 

Reports from the Sec. /Tress., Outings, 
and Smoke and Blazea were read and accep- 
ted with little discussion. The nomina- 
ting committee reported with names for 
5 new directors, Jean Berger, Carol 
Chapman, and Nancy Schmidt. Needing a 
4th, Randy 3eifert was nominated from 
the floor. All four were elected; the 
three women for J-year terms, and Randy 
for 1 year, finishing out the term of 
Sherwin Stfart, now departed for the Vest. 

Ray Catozzi gave a graphic Trails A 
Shelters report, drawing s map of our 
21.2 miles of Long Trail showing roaJs 
and shelter locations, then pointing 
out where work had or had not been done 
on the trail and shelters during 1977. 


Pr^s. Carl Schmidt then opened the 
meeting for discussion of, and action on 
the very important item of an increase 
in Section dues. 

Weeks prior to the annual meeting, a 
new budget committee's examination of 
our Section's financial records showed 
s substantial increase in expenses over 
the last 4 years without a corresponding 
increase in income. The board agreed 
something had to be done by annual meet- 
ing time, and it was discussed and de- 
fined at a board meeting in November. 

Various options were drawn up which were 
first presented to the membership in the 
December Smoke and Blazes. Members who 
didn't plan to attend the annual meeting 
were requested to return a questionnaire 
included in the issue. The Board sets 
the due 8 structure, subject to the ap- 
proval of the membership, but the Board 
wanted to feel the pulse of the member- 
ship first, after explaining the finan- 
cial plight. 

At this time Carl Schmidt first gave 
the background of events leading up to 
the Board's decision to increase duos; 
then he presented in graphic flip chart 
form the entire nature of our financial 
problems and the various solutions. It 
wa 8 ahown whereby the Killington Section 
was paying out about $5 per member for 
the basic things like costa of outinga, 
trails A shelters maintenance, inaurance 
office expenses, Smoke and Blazea, etc., 
and had been paying the main club $4*50 
per member for dues allotment and ahare 
of Ooopor caretaker's salary. At $9.50 
thia waa more than double what we take 
in for an adult member -$4.50. A fee 
of $10 per adult member was needed to 
break even with expenses with s little 
left to spill over into our Kirk Memo- 
rial Trails & Shelters Fund. 

After his presentation of the issue, 
more copies of the questionnaire were 
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ANNUAL MEETING, CCNT. 
passed out, showing the dues options 
such as the whole $10 dues or lesser 
amounts with some budget items cut down 
or 8 truck out. 

The meeting was temporarily adjourned 
so the board, with the new directors 
sitting in for their first meeting, could 
count and evaluate the vote. Along with 
the absentee questionnaires, the feelings 
of the members were overwhelmingly in 
favor of the $10 adult dues, which was 
then re-presented to the members at the 
reconvened meeting as suchi $10 per 
adult, $6 spouse, $1 family junior, and 
$2 individual junior. It passed. 

Next important item discussed was ways 
to increase membership. Rachael Charland 
reminded the members that even though we 
now have 2 directors to the QMO Board 
until Ray Catozzi's term runs out next 
year, the new GMC by-laws allow only 1 
director for each 100 adult members or 
majority fraction thereof. Therefore 
we need to increase out 100+ members to 
at least 1 51 by the beginning of 1979 
or lose a director. 

One good idea brought forth to attract 
new members was to ask area Oirl Scout 
and Boy Scout troops to work on trail 
and shelter maintenance with our work 
parties or by themselves with some 
supervision. Members present were asked 
to go out and each recruit a new member. 

Nancy Schmidt then talked about the 
upcoming GMC Ski Touring Day at Blue- 
berry Hill in Goshen. 

Refreshments were served during the 
adjourned portion of the meeting rather 
than at the end, as the time was getting 
late. Cancelled was a Long Trail, White 
Mountains, Adirondacks showing of slides 
by Lou Catozzi. We'll save this for a 
later date. The meeting was sdjourned, 
second time, at about 10:45 P.M. 


IT WAS EASY BEING GREEN I 

In case you're wondering why this 
issue of Smoke and Blazes appears an 
green paper inetead of the usual white, 
we took advantage of a Rutland printer's 
"Luck of the Irish* discount of 15% on 
all orders printed on green paper during 
the week of March 1J to 17. 

Erin Go Braghl 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL TO BE SECUR ED BY 

NEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

By Carl Schmidt 
Killington Section President 

Oangress has just passed the Appala- 
chian Trail Bill, which authorizes $90 
million dollars over the next three 
years for *securing B 125 acres per trail 
mile (500 feet average, each side) along 
the entire IJ-state Appalachian Trail. 
The A.T. coincides with the Long Trail 
from Massachusetts to Route 4; this 
segment includes the entire Killington 
Section. The initial House bill pro- 
vided only for ■acquiring* the necessary 
land, i.e., buying it outright. As a 
result of numerous protests by land 
owners and some deeper thought by the 
Senate, the bill was amended to provide 
for securing the land by *lesser inter- 
ests* (e.g., easements) as well aa 
through purchase. The Senate version 
was accepted by the House. Various 
members of the Killington Section have 
contacted the land owners in our sec- 
tion to keep them up to date on what 
was happening and to give them names, 
addresses, and phone numbers of official 
that they could contact regarding the 
impact of the bill on their land. 

The QMO did not push for passage of 
the A.T. bill; the Long Trail itself 
is not included in the 1968 National 
Scenic Trails Act, for which the recent 
bill provides A.T. funds. We are in- 
volved only to the extent of trying to 
maintain the good will between hikers 
and land owners that has made the Long 
Trail possible. It wouldn't hurt if 
any of us who meet land owners on hikes 
or anywhere else take time to say *thank 
you* to them. 


MEMBERSHI P LI S T IN NEXT ISSUE 

The next issue of Smoke and 
Blazes will include the current 
1978 listing of Killington Section 
members. Be sure to get your 
dues in soon so your name will be 
included in the rostsr. 



WCHK PARTIES ARE FOR EVERYONE 


The fir®t work party, part of tha Sec- 
tion's trail maintenance and restoration 
program, ia scheduled for May 6 and 7* 

Many members, we have found, think 
that work parties are only for big, 
strong men. Actually, there's something 
for almost everyone to do, even including 
children. 

Litter must be picked up in shelters 
and along trails; branches along trails 
need to be trimmed with hedge clippers; 
and blazes need to be re-painted. Of 
course there is always the more strenuous 
work, such as clearing windfalls, placing 
water bars, and repairing shelters and 
outhouses. But as you see, almost every- 
one can help in some way. 

If you want to know how you can help, 
contact Trails & Shelters Chairman Ray 
Catozzi at 775-3006. 


SKIING AND SNOWS HCEINO THE JUGGERNAUT 
ThaTT 

By 3etty Staeck 
February 5* 1978 

On a clear, cold day (0°-10°), nine 
of us went up the Juggernaut Trail where 
we enjoyed wonderful views back of the 
Killington ski area. 

Some of us lunched just short of the 
•ghost town', a once active logging area, 
others went all the way to the 'town'. 

All that remains of this once-inhabited 
area are two fallen-down sheds. -A 
great day with grand scenery. 

3UGAR-0N-3N0W PARTY 

The Killington Section will hold its 
annual 3ugar-on-3n<JW party on Saturday, 
March 25, »t 6 P.M. at the Unitarian- 
Universalist Church on West Street. 

Sugar-on-snow, a traditional event of 
the sugaring season, is a special dessert 
treat consisting of thickened syrup poured 
over snow, giving it th# consistency of 
ch#wy candy. The customary doughnuts and 
pickles (that's right, pickles) will be, 
served, along with coffee and cocoa. 

There will be a charge to cover the costs 
of maple syrup. 

Eat a light supper, and bring the whole 
family to enjoy this -special Vermont des- 
sert treat. 
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NCTcS FROM GMC LIRECTCRS MEET I KG 
MAh . 11 * TRAPP STIUK". VT. 

By Rachael W. Charland , Ray Catozzj 
Killington Sect. Lirectors to GMC 

* The Killington 3ectlon, it appears, 
is leading the way in establishing com- 
munications with landowners along the 
Long Trail/Appalachian Trail. 

* The GMO will be working with the state 
of Vermont in establishing a State Trails 
System for hikers, bikers, ski tourers, 
and snowmobllers. 

* After -the loss of attendance and money 
at the Killington Section sponsored 1977 
Intereeetional, no section had stepped 
forward for 1978. It was almost voted 
out completely, but was salvaged when 

5 or 4, including Ray Catozzi, agreed to 
work on a plan for a weekend oampout for 
the weekend before Labor Day. 

* A planning committee was also formed 

to work out details for a OMC winter week- 
end of camping, ski touring and shoeshoe- 
ing, for the winter of 78 - 75 . 

* Winter trail mtandards for next year 
possibly to inolude marking parts of the 
Long Trail with 4 f light blue diamond 
ski touring trail markers. 

•' A Day Trips Guide Book to be cut soon. 
Selling for $4.95, it is to be the same 
size as the LT Guide Book. Outlying 
Trails Guide Book is also in the works. 

* Ihe Killington Section will not be 
losing money on its members anymore. It 
was voted, to elimi nate section assessment 
of family junior members 1 Individual 
Jr. memberships, priced by the Kf at |2, 
will be still be assessed at II .50 by the 
main elub. 


ThIS lb THE LAST ISSUE CF SMOKE 

* I 1 AZES that will be maileb to 
TH i_ 1977 MEMBERSHIP RCSTEI-. 


LEvv MEMBER ON 'SMOKE A BLAZES sTAF'r 

The one issue of S &. E that has 
come out since Paul Howard's resig- 
nation was the joint effort of many 
of the KS directors, and probably 
will continue that way for awhile. 
But we have a new face on the scene. 
Jake Sherman, a past member of the 
KS, has returned and has offered 
to help with the typing and putting 
the paper together. Jake is an as- 
sistant Rutland librarian. Welcome 
aboard , Jake l 
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GMC SKI TOUR AT BLUEBERRY HILL 

By Ray Catozzi 
January 29, 1978 

Up to the land of Goshen on Sunday, Jan. 

29 went the Killington Section, joining 
with the Breadloaf Section of Middlebury, 
to enjoy a fine day of cross-country ski- 
ing at the Blueberry Hill Ski Touring Cen- 
ter. This is the third year that the 
Breadloaf Section has sponsored the event 
and the second that the Killington Section 
has participated. Very special low rates 
were in effect for GMCers. These came to 
only $1 for the day with your own equip- 
ment and only $3 if you had to rent. This 
included a critique on modern equipment, 
instructions on waxing, lessons for be- 
ginners to advanced intermediates, free 
"bubbly" home-made soup at lunchtime, and 
use of many miles of ski trails. It was 
a fine winter day with some sunshine and 
a little breezy. The Killington Section 
group divided several different ways for 
the day with some heading for beginners' 
classes and others taking to the slopes 
immediately. A few went home immediately 
after a tour of the trails, but there 
were a few who skied right up to the 
four o'clock closing. This is a most in- 
vigorating, enjoyable, and fast-growing 
sport which we feel blends in beautifully 
with our normal winter activities and our 
philosophy of the outdoors. Our outing 
committee thinks so, anyway, as our cur- 
rent schedule lists many outings for both 
snow-shoeing and ski-touring. It is bring- 
ing out more people, and new people, and 
that is what we all want. 

************ 


SUNNYSIDE SHELTER OVERNITE 
by Ray Catozzi 
March 4 and 5, 1978 

Pleasant winter weather blessed this over- 
night trip. Saturday morning five per- 
sons found a new two-inch fall of snow on 
the Spring Lake Ranch Road, making it 
touch and go to get to the top of the 
hill with our cars. The weather during 
the day consisted of intermittent flurries 
and scattered sunshine. Churchill Scott 


and Harold Rogers came in just for the 
day, snow-shoeing in to the camp, then 
going out for a long tour of the area by 
themselves . 

The three overnighters , Rob Carey, 
Rachael Charland and I, had lunch at the 
shelter after getting a good fire going 
and heating up a KS coffee pot of water. 
Our afternoon trip on skis was a delight- 
ful two-mile round trip, following the 
nearby power line in a southeasterly di- 
rection and return. We crossed many old 
and new ski tracks , giving a good indica- 
tion of the popularity of the terrain 
for ski touring. Many other skiers were 
out. 

A nourishing hot supper was prepared! 
in camp by the light of the late winter 
sunset, was consumed in the afterglow, 
and had its dishes and pans washed by 
many candlelights. We were just getting 
ready for an evening of card playing 
when two young couples from Rutland 
arrived, with a young frisky black puppy 
named Satan, and carrying their sleeping 
bags under one of their arms and bags of 
groceries under their other arm. Only 
one person had a decent frame pack. 

We rearranged our gear to accommo- 
date them like all good LT campers are 
supposed to do, and then we all got ac- 
quainted as they prepared a supper of 
kosher hot dogs boiled in beer, baked 
beans, and wine(?). They also brought 
out for dessert a half bottle of ginger 
brandy which they shared with us. Not 
bad! I was commencing to feel they 
weren't such bad or crazy kids, after all 
The feeling was even better when they 
gathered up all their trash Sunday and 
carried it out. We GMCers all agreed 
that the situation might not have been 
so favorable had we not been there with 
them. (We had informed them who we were) 

Soon there were two card games going L 
one in each of our two groups, with the 
fire roaring cheerfully while the wind 
picked up its moaning in the treetops. 

A lot of lively conversation was going 
on in both games, and Satan, the pup, 
ran back and forth between the two of 
them. After snacks it was hit the hay, 
and warm and comfortable it was, with a 
couple of trips to the stove to replenish 
the wood. 
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Sunday dawned bright and beautiful, 
a perfect day for ski touring and snow- 
shoeing. Just as our leisurely late 
breakfast got out of the way, two snow- 
shoers, Roma and A1 Pulling, and one 
skier, Greg Nolder, showed up for the 
day. The Pullings took two unplanned 
trips before they got to the right road 
to the camp, then after a hearty lunch, 
they were ready for a third. We led 
them on a tour to Spring Lake Clearing 
via the road past the camp, and back by 
the LT. Some came back by the road, a 
round trip of a mile. 

Another snack preceeded our packing 
up for the trip home. We were sorry that 
we didn't have the tools to properly re- 
place all the beautiful lengths of split 
white birch we found when we arrived in 
the camp Saturday. We have awfully good 
friends at Spring Lake Ranch who fre- 
quently check on this shelter for us, and 
often supply it with firewood. Our thanks 
go out to them. 

TAMARACK NOTCH AITKEN FOREST CAMP AREA 

by Churchill Scott 
February 18, 1978 

A group of 14 turned out for this hike. 

We left at 10 a.m. and returned at 3:30 
p.m. , covering a distance of four miles. 
Due to the inability to find suitable 
'parking space at the Balch farmhouse area, 

I this trip was concentrated around the 
'Tamarack Notch Aitken Forest camp area. 

Jit was very pleasant to see Vera Perkins 
[out with us again, for she was one of 
those who first discovered this road and 
jsubsequently hiked it a number of times 
jduring the 1960's. Also George Reynolds 
from Springfield was with us for the day. 
k short cross-country ski and snowshoe 
trip was taken before lunch, with some 
pf the group going around the oval and 
Jthers descending to the river crossing 
tear the S. Parker homestead. After a 
short break for a bite to eat, again 
some toured the oval while others traveled 
icross Kirk bridge and on to the cemetary 
it the junction of the Rousseau road and 
he road to Clark Mason's camp. Again, 
his area proved very enjoyable for both 
ross-country skiing and snowshoeing along 
he many town roads and century-old farms 
nd cellar holes. 


MEMBERSHIP AND OTHER IDEAS 

By Carl Schmidt 
Killington Section President 

The Killington Section needs new mem- 
bers, as does any healthy organization. 

In years past, when expenses were very 
low and hiking was done largely by clubs 
such as our own, GMC sections encouraged 
everyone— -members and non— members alike 
to share in the Joys and benefits of out- 
door activities. Times have changed. 

The greatly increased use of trails and 
shelters in Vermont forces us to realize 
that no one is doing the outdoors a favor 
by hiking along ridgelines or toasting 
marshmallows over a campfire. Our recent 
outing announcements in local publications 

have tried to appeal to the person who 
wants to help the trail as well as enjoy 
it. 

We are encouraging all our members to 
include a small Killington Section "comm- 
ercial" when talking to non-members on a 
hike or on other occasions. We have a 
lot to offer. To the person who generally 
prefers to hike alone, we can show new 
trails and give some little-known trail 
histories (sometimes accurate) . To the 
person who would like to get out of the 
house, especially during the cabin- fever 
season, we provide scheduled activities 
and objectives. To the person who just 
wants to get into the outdoors with some 
convivial neighbors, we provide the oppor- 
tunity. And — someone has to build the 
water bars to prevent trail erosion, cut 
out windfalls across the trail, carry out 
wine bottles left by the hippies, and pro- 
vide a little financial support. 

For an organization such as ours, 
personal contact is the most rewarding 
way to recruit, from the standpoint of 
the club and of all the people involved. 
As part of the American Free Enterprise 
System, we are offering $1.00 off pre- 
sent or future dues for each new adult 
member you recruit. Please try your 
best to get at least one new member in 
1978. 

3MCKE A BLAZES TO LAND OWNERS 

Recent events have reminded us of tie 
thanks we owe to land owners on the 
Long Trail* Smoke A Blazes will be 
seat to them (free) as part of that 
thanks* 
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TREASURER'S REPORT By W. Churchill Scott 


KILLINGTCN SECTICH Seeretary/Treasurer , Killington Section 

GREEN MOUNTAIN OLUB, INC. 

Balance 1/1/77 $2072.13 

INCOME - DUES 400.50 

GIFTS 75.50 

G.M.C. CHECK FOR 77 INTER. DEFICIT 74.35 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 39.00 

INTEREST... 31.24 

DONATIONS TO 77 G.M.C. INTERSECTIONAL 25.00 

SALE OF 77 G.M.C. INTERSECTIONAL PATCHES.... 13.00 

SALE OF G.M.C. GUIDEBOOKS 13.00 

1977 G.M.C. INTERSECTIONAL CHECK BOOK ACCOUNT 8.15 

G.L, KIRK T. AND S. FUND (COFFEE POT) 56 

SALE OF KILLINGTON SECTION ROCKERS..... 1.50 

TOTAL 681.80 

EXPENSES-TRANSFERED TO G.L. KIRK T. AND S. FUND 826.16 

PAID TO MAIN G.M.C 527.00 

TRAILS 141.88 

SMOKE AND BLAZES 99.98 

OUTINGS 61.04 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 56.41 

DONATIONS 55.00 

SHELTERS 52.60 

POSTAGE 40.51 

SECRETARY EXPENSES 31.31 

ANNUAL MEETING,. 23.00 

G.M.C. 1977 INTERSECTIONAL...... 18.97 

PHOTOS. 9.00 

TOTAL 1942.86 


BALANCE 12/31/77 


811.07 


REPORT OF G.L. KIRK TRAIL AND SHELTER FUND 


1-YEAR CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT. 500.00 

INTEREST... 31.40 

BALANCE 12/31/77 531.40 


90-DAY ACCOUNT 

GIFTS TO FUND 885.66 

24.14 

BALANCE 12/31/77 909.80 


REPORT ON KIRK TRAIL AND SHELTER FUND 

The first year report of the George L. Kirk Trail and Shelter fund, Killington 
Section. Green Mountain Club, Inc., ia very encouraging. 

In January 1977 we purchased a $500- one year certificate of deposit and opened 
a 90-day notioe account. During the year additional gifts plus the earned interest 
allowed us to purchase on Feb. 2, 1978, a |1 ,000-six year certificate. As of Feb. 1, 
1978, there is also $448.55 balance in the 90-day notice account. 

This fund was originated by Mrs. Dorothy Kirk in Memory of her husband, George L. 
Kirk. When the principle reaches $5,000 the interest earned will be used to help 
maintain the Trails and Shelters for which the Killington Section is responsible. 

It is hoped that many K.3. members and friends and users of the trail and shel- 
ters will be able to contribute to this fund. 


DUES AND FINANCES 

By Oarl Schmidt 
Killington Section Preeident 

The response to the dues increase 
questionnaire in the last Smoke and 
Blazea was large, and very gratifying 
to the Board of Directors. The con- 
sensus of those who sent in their 
replies and those attending the an- 
nual meeting was to establish the 
following dues structures 

Adult member $10.00 Spouse $8.00 
Family junior $1.00 
Independent junior $2.00 
Senior citizen $4.50 

Members are urged to send in their 1978 
dues as soon as possible to V. Churchill 
Scott, 1^2 Maple Street, Rutland, Ver- 
mont 05701 • 

Our apecial thanks go to frank Bequaert 
of Lexington, Mass., who sent a $150 
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check in memory of his son, to pay for 
our Section's support of the Cooper Lodge 
caretaker for one year. Along with his 
financial support, frank has made his 
presence felt at the last Intersectional 
and on Trail Restoration parties. 

If we don't lose too many members be- 
cause of the dues increase, and if new 
members keep coming in as they have 
during the past year, the Killington 
Section will be in good shape in 1978. 

We hope to build up the Kirk fundi when 
this fund reaches $5,000— and we have 
a long way to go — the interest will give 
the Section some long range financial 
stability. We hope that we oan obtain 
additional financial support from local 
businesses and individuals interested 
in the Long Trail. But, for a healthy 
Section, we want to emphasize getting 
the most done with the fewest dollars 
but with the maximum participation of 
our members. 


PLEASE TEAR Off AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELOW 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLU9 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membersip in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I wi 1 1 receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE & BLAZES {Section newsletter). I will also 
receive a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. 


Killington Section, GMC 
W. Churchill Scott, Sec./TVe 3 *. 
132 Maple Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 


ANNUAL DUES (Effetive 1978) 


Name ( s ) 


Address 


Adults $10.00 
Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 
Senior Citizen (over 65 ) 4.50 

* Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 


Spouse 8.00 

Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 


THANK YOU! 


Your dues and efforts aid in mai ntaini ng trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 1 ^0 to Rte. 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


02l£6 BiuaojTiBo *asop ubs 
•pAig ireS-rnno x-fyx i 
sut^aa^ Biuianj; qaaqoa 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF GMC MEMBERS: BROMLEY, 

MAY 27-29 

By Carl Schmidt 

President, Killington Section 

Since all of our members will get 
a more comprehensive report on business 
details of the meeting via THE LONG 
TRAIL NEWS, this article will just co- 
ver a few random highlights and impress- 
ions. 

- Many of the Sections seem to be 
in a period of resurgence after a few 
years of slowing down. 

- The recent Trails and Shelters 
Workshop at Camp Betsy Cox in Pittsford 
(attended by Ray Catozzi) was very 
effective. Ray stated that although he 
has been involved in trail maintenance 
for 40 years — hard to believe since 
he is only 39 — he learned several 
useful things on equipment and trail de- 
sign that should help our Section. 

- The Killington Section had five 
members present - directors Ray Catozzi 
and Rachael Charland, Bob Carey, Mauri 
Winturri, and Carl Schmidt. 

- Our Section was commended for its 
landowner efforts, holding the Intersec- 
tional, and its concise annual report. 

- Bromley Mountain was a first 
class choice for the meeting. With 
free tenting sites and washroom facili- 
ties, air-conditioned meeting rooms for 
the 90°F weather, the Alpine Slide for 
kids up to 75, and ample cold beer for 
Mauri and Carl, it made the necessarily 
long members’ and directors' meetings 
less painful than in many past years. 

- Dedication ceremonies for the 

new William A. MacArthur Memorial Bridge, 
the relocated Harmon Hill/Glastonbury 
Mountain section of trail, and the new 
Nauheim Shelter were very well attended. 
At the new shelter (1 1/2 miles from 
the nearest road) , approximately 100 


people were served cookies, donuts, 
coffee, and cold lemondade with ice . 

- A Section Presidents' meeting was 
held with GMC president Joe Frank to 
discuss things in general. No one had 
any sure-fire ideas on how to get new 
members and still maintain the direct- 
participation attitude of the GMC. 

The most effective method seems to be, 
as always, personal contact. 

- The End-to-End Committee, com- 
prised of Killington Section members, 
has simplified and rewritten in hikers' 
terminology the End-to-End rules. 

*********** 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ANNUAL DIRECTORS’ 
MEETING 

By Rachael W. Charland 
Director, Killington Section 

During the mid-afternoon of May 27, 
1978 the Annual Meeting of the GMC 
Board of Directors convened at the Base 
Lodge at Bromley Ski Area. 

Minutes of the March 11 meeting 
were read by the secretary. Numerous 
additions and corrections were made and 
then the minutes were accepted and 
approved by the Board. 

The first business of the hour was 
the urgent request by President Frank 
for suggestions on "how to shorten the 
Annual Membership Meeting." Though 
several ideas were offered and discussed, 
none seemed to fully meet the desperate 
situation. 

New officers for the year were 
approved by the Board as follows: 
President - Joseph Frank; Vice-Presi- 
dent - James Guida; Secretary - Pamela 
Caldwell, and Treasurer - Preston 
Bristow. 

Don Wallace, Chairman of the Win- 
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ter Outing Committee, issued information 
sheets concerning the winter encampment 
which will be held March 3-4, 1979 on 
the LT between Clarendon Gorge and Vt. 
Route 140. It was emphasized that par- 
ticipants must have "prior backpacking 
experience and be in good physical con- 
dition." More information will be 
forthcoming. 

Committee Preference Forms were 
available for all of those who wish to 
help with the GMC work behind the scenes 
of the LT. A member need not be a di- 
rector to volunteer for one of these 
varied committees. If interested, 
write to P.0. Box 889, Montpelier, Vt. 
05602 for a form. 

Steve Rice reported that he had 
received several applications for the 
Administrative Assistant position at the 
GMC office now held by Preston Bristow 
who will soon be employed by the USFS. 
The qualifications of John Vara of 
Island Pond, Vt. were discussed and the 
directors voted to secure his services. 

Discussion followed concerning a 
proposal to build another TV antenna on 
Mount Mansfield. Directors voted 
against this proposal unless there was 
an overwhelming need. 

Site of the next GMC Annual Meet- 
ing will be at the Old Lantern in Char- 
lotte, Vt. The Burlington Section will 
be our host. The meeting closed with 
the announcements of the schedule of 
the next Directors' meetings. 

*********** 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL BILL (Part 2) 

By Carl Schmidt 

Since passage of the Appalachian 
Trail Bill, which authorizes $90 mill- 
ion over the next three years for se- 
curing the entire Appalachian Trail 
corridor (including the Killington Sec- 
tion of the Long Trail) , we have some 
good news and some not-so-good news. 
First the good news. 

1. Preston Bristow, the GMC's ad- 
ministrative assistant until this May, 
will be working for the Park Service/ 
ATC starting in June as liaison with 
landowners in Vermont and other states. 
Preston should carry over the attitude 
of equal concern for the landowner's 


interests and the interests of the 
Trail that he so ably represented in 
his GMC job. 

2. A Rutland Regional Landowner's 
Steering Committee has been formed 
which seems to be working toward rea- 
sonable approaches to landowner/govern- 
ment relations. Jack Barrett and Fred 
Elwert are co-chairmen of this group. 

The Killington Section will try to 
keep them informed of any landowner 
reactions which come to our attention. 

3. Beginning with the last issue, 
SMOKE AND BLAZES is being sent to Kil- 
lington Section landowners free of 
charge. Three landowners utilized the 
membership application on the last page 
to join the Section. Although we didn't 
intend the free mailings as a solicita- 
tion, we are extremely pleased to have 
these new members. 

For the bad news: We have heard 

indirectly of a few instances where the 
trail has been fenced off, posted, or 
protected with a shotgun. Churchill 
Scott has tried to trace down some 
specifics, but hasn't been able to pin 
anything down so far. 

In other trail-related matters, 
three landowners have requested our 
help in relocating segments of the 
trail. Now that the Park Service or- 
ganization is shaping up, we will give 
these situations prompt attention. 

********** 

KILLINGTON SECTION PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Carl Schmidt 

Briefly — encouraging news. With 
the new higher dues recently put into 
effect, our membership has increased 
from 104 to 110. Participation in hikes 
and work parties has been good, the Kirk 
Trail Fund has reached $1660 (mostly 
through Mrs. Kirk's efforts), we had a 
front page article on one of our work 
parties in a recent Sunday HERALD/TIMES- 
ARGUS, and we are holding our own against 
trail erosion and shelter vandalism. 

It is a good time to be a member of 
the Killington Section, and an excellent 
time to ask your friends and acquaintan- 
ces to join us. We need 50 new adult 
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members to maintain our two directors 
to the main club — let's try to get 
them. 

********* 

GMC TRAILS AND SHELTERS WORKSHOP 

By Ray Catozzi 
May 20 and 21, 1978 

The weekend of May 20 and 21 found 
about 35 interested parties at Betsey 
Cox Camp in Pittsford, Vt., ready to 
learn all about modern trail building 
and maintenance. Harry Peet, Field 
Supervisor, GMC, in charge of the Long 
Trail Patrol, the Caretaker and Ranger- 
Naturalist programs, set up the train- 
ing session with Steve Rice, GMC Execu- 
tive Director, as his assistant. The 
men from many of the club's sections, 
including your correspondent from Kil- 
lington, and many young men and women 
who will be working under Harry on the 
trails and in many big shelters this 
summer, were divided into two groups 
for Saturday's session. I was in the 
group led by Harry, who took us to Mid- 
dlebury Gap where we hiked north to 
Burnt Mountain to observe all the re- 
cent trail work the GMNF had done. 

The other group, led by Steve Rice, 
hiked up the Burnt Hill Trail to observe 
a trail badly in need of restoration. 
After lunch, the two teams swapped posi- 
tions. Harry stopped repeatedly and 
pointed out where and how a water bar 
should be placed, and how long it should 
be. 

The Saturday evening session in- 
cluded a display and talk on trail tools 
by Steve Rice followed by a slide program 
on trail work which Steve had done while 
working on an AMC trail crew in the 
White Mountains. 

Sunday we put our training into 
practice on the 3/4 mile horse trail 
and the two waterfront trails leading 
to Burr Pond from Betsey Cox Camp and 
Camp Sangamon. We divided into four 
eight-person crews and did a thorough 
Job of rehabilitating 1 1/2 miles of 
trail with stone steps through boggy 
parts and water bars and log steps 
where there had been bad erosion. This 
work session lasted about four hours 


and then we all trailed back to the camp 
dining hall for a not-on-the-schedule 
free lunch. 

It was a well-organized, well-run 
workshop with great camaraderie, and 
even to this old-timer on work parties 
in the Killington Section it was an eye- 
opener on tools and techniques. I will 
endeavor to update our tools and then 
attempt to pass on the techniques to all 
you willing trail restorers out there. 

************ 


MEMBER IN BOSTON MARATHON 

Greg Bostock, physical education 
teacher in Springfield, Vt., and a mem- 
ber of the Killington Section, partici- 
pated in the 82nd Boston Marathon held 
on April 17. He finished the race 
feeling "real high". Greg is still 
waiting for official notice of his 
place in the order of the runners com- 
pleting the race. His time was 3 hours, 
45 minutes while Bill Rodgers, the 
second time winner, finished in 2 hours, 
11 minutes. 

************ 

REMINDER 

On Sunday, June 18th, Carl Schmidt 
will lead a trail restoration from Coo- 
per Lodge to Pico Shelter. The chairlift 
will be used for transportation to the 
top of Killington. Lunch will be pro- 
vided. 

************ 


IN SYMPATHY 

On Thursday evening. May 
18th, members of the Killington 
Section were saddened by the 
news of the sudden death of 
Jim Staeck, husband of Betty 
Staeck, a member of the Kil- 
lington Section and a member 
of the End-to-End Committee. 

We extend our sympathy to 
Betty and her family. 
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SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 


About 30 sweet-loving adults and 
children met at the Unitarian-Universa- 
list Church on Saturday, March 25th, 
for the Killington Section's annual 
Sugar-on-Snow Party. 

Doughnuts, pickles, and coffee 
were added to the golden feast. Several 
unfortunate late-comers had to be turned 
away because the supply of syrup was 
exhausted. 

Janet Martin and her faithful kitch- 
en crew gathered the snow, boiled down 
the syrup and cleaned up the sticky re- 
mains . 

The party was a success both for 
those who enjoyed its delicacies and 
for our treasury which realized a profit 
for this event for the first time in 
several years. 

********** 


SNOWSHOEING & SKI TOURING TO TUCKER- 
JOHNSON SHELTER 
by Rachael W. Char land 
April 9, 1978 

Sunday, April 9th was a beautiful, 
sunny, crisp day for seven cross-coun- 
try skiers and three snowshoers as they 
made their way to Tucker- Johnson Shelter. 
In about 20 minutes all had gathered at 
the Shelter and, after leaving our day 
packs, we decided to venture toward the 
Elbow Road. Most of us found this ter- 
rain challenging, to say the least, so 
we found a spot with a lovely view of 
the mountain, took some pictures, and 
returned to the Shelter for lunch. 

Two enthusiastic snowshoers had an 
open fire smoking and blazing by inter- 
vals in front of the Shelter as well as 
the pot boiling on the Sterno stove 
within for hot beverages. Some members 
decided to try the ski trails at nearby 
Gifford Woods. New ski trails there 
were found to be in excellent condition 
as were the well-worn trails to Mountain 
Meadows . 

To those of you who thought all 
snow3hoeing and skiing were over because 
of recent warm weather, let me tell you 
that at least two of our members found 


there was, at least, three to four feet 
of snow on the ground when they tried to 
walk beside the ski tracks! OOPS!, here 
we go! ! 

*********** 


QUARTERLINE ROAD 

by Harold Rogers 
April 22, 1978 

Saturday, April 22 was a nice, warm 
spring-fever day and only Churchill Scot , 
Ray Catozzi, and I were at the fire sta- 
tion to take an easy walk up the Quarter- 
line Road. 

The road was too muddy for automo- 
bile travel but was good walking. We 
walked south toward Chippenhook for aboui 
two and a half miles and had our lunch 
at a sheltered logging landing. 

While eating, we saw a large bird 
flying. At the time we thought it was 
an owl but since have wondered if it was 
a young eagle. Ray was looking for puss; - 
willows and we didn't find very many and 
wonder if we were in a poor area or the 
season was late and they weren't out yet 

Ray wanted to detour up through a 
pasture to a flat rock ridge, and I was 
glad that we did because we had a good 
view of the mountains from the Bromley 
area to about Brandon by looking east. 

The air was very clear and the sun was 
at our backs. 

On the way back we saw a group of 
trees with a disease or fungus of large 
black growth on the limbs and trunks. 

We don't know what kind of trees they 
were, but maybe they were some kind of 
maple. 

It was an easy hike, and we were 
disappointed that more hikers weren't 
with us. 

*********** 


KILLINGTON SECTION SUNNYSIDE-CLARENDON 
WORK WEEKEND 

by Ray Catozzi 
May 7 and 8, 1978 

'Twas beautiful weather the weekend 
of May 7th and 8th for the scheduled re- 
building of the Sunnyside Outhouse, shel 
ter repairs at Clarendon, and general 
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cleanup at both sites. Fourteen people 
showed up at the Koltonski Fire Station, 
including Judy Polumbaum, the RUTLAND 
DAILY HERALD reporter. Judy went right 
along with us up to Sunnyside and con- 
tinued interviewing different members 
of the Killington Section and snapping 
pictures while the members started 
working. It was an overnite work trip 
and before the work was done at Sunny- 
side on Sunday, the SUNDAY RUTLAND HER- 
ALD hit the newsstands with Judy's ar- 
ticle and a picture of our president, 
Carl Schmidt, carrying lumber up to the 
Sunnyside Outhouse. Such wonderful and 
fast publicity we never had before! 

While Harold Rogers and Churchill 
Scott headed north on the Long Trail to 
clear 2 1/2 miles of trail to Clarendon 
Gorge, Carl Schmidt, George Reynolds of 
Springfield, Joe Dicton, Dick Romano, 

Bob Piper and I started in on rebuilding 
the outhouse. Carol Chapman, one of our 
new Section directors, and Rachael Char- 
land tackled the clean-up of the camp 
and yard. They worked hard and the 
place looked inviting enough to make a 
person want to move in and take up resi- 
dence. 

Rachael also prepared another of 
her now famous turkey dinners, complete 
with all of the fixings, doing all of 
the cooking at home Fridav evening and 
then j us t preparing vegetables and re- 
heating the turkey over an open camp 
fire. Both of the women had to liter- 
ally "hoe-out" the cooking site before 
any fire could be properly and safely 
started. Carol and Rachael served the 
"bird" in the early part of the after- 
noon. Bob Piper rescued the nearly 
fire-consumed potato potl 

George Reynolds and I took Harold 
Rogers' car up to Route 103 crossing 
so when Harold and Churchill got done 
they could move along home. But we met 
them coming out with the 2 1/2 miles 
of trail all cleared in record time. 

We talked them into coming back to 
Sunnyside for cold beer and hot turkey! 

With the work mostly done at Sun- 
nyside by late Saturday afternoon, all 
went home with the exception of George 
Reynolds, Carl Schmidt and me. We 
stayed overnite and on Sunday morning 
replaced some broken windown glass; put 
up a new outhouse sign as well as a new 


sign indicating the location of the wa- 
ter supply; loaded up the trash to carry 
out and headed for Clarendon Shelter. 

Clarendon Shelter was to have had 
some broken and burned-out bunk boards 
replaced. That was the scheduled work, 
but a hole in the center of the leading 
edge of the floor that was small enough 
when discovered a month ago had grown 
large enough for a person's foot and • 
leg to go through to the ground. We 
decided the work on the bunks could 
wait. George and I spent two hours re- 
pairing that hole in the floor. Claren- 
don Shelter has a double wood floor 
with the first layer laid diagonally 
and the top layer going from front to 
rear of the shelter. 

Carl policed the area and filled 
a 20-gallon plastic bag with rubbish 
and chopped down all of the berry bushes 
that were growing on the sides and back 
of the camp. 

At 4:00 P.M. George and Carl de- 
cided to "call it quits" and hiked to 
their cars to go home. I stayed alone 
for another hour and cleaned out the 
area of thorn-apple trees of about a 
50-yard radius. 

This Trails and Shelter Chairman 
is very appreciative and thankful for 
the great turnout of members and for all 
the work that was done. It was a tre- 
mendous headstart for this summer's 
section work! 

*********** 

ABBEY POND 

by Jim Frink 
May 21, 1978 

On Sunday, May 21, thirteen hikers 
met at the Fire Station at 9:00 A.M. 

We went north on Route 7 in four cars. 

I had John Cioffredi and his wife, Peg, 
(on their first Green Mountain Club 
hike) , plus Rachael Charland and Marilyn 
Ennis. It was Marilyn's first hike 
ever, but she managed the steep climb, 
with several breath-catching stops, with 
no trouble. 

There was another car with Dick 
Romano and his son, Don, and still ano- 
ther with Joe Dicton and his son, Joe, 
Jr. 

Carol Chapman drove the fourth car 
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with Anna Nyiri, Joyce Whitcomb, and 
Doris Farenkopf. 

We all met at the junction of Routes 
125 and 116 in East Middlebury and drove 
five miles north on Route 116 to the 
beginning of the trail to Abbey Pond. 

The trail is flat for a quarter 
mile at the bottom, then very steep 
for 13/A miles, and fairly flat and 
rolling at the top for the last mile 
with many very muddy spots. 

The outlet from the Beaver Dam at 
the north end of the pond makes for 
very marshy country until it starts 
down the mountain. Then it becomes a 
series of beautiful rapids and chains 
of crashing falls all the way along the 
trail to the bottom. 

The trail is well marked with blue 
blazes, except for the first quarter 
mile at the start. A few more blazes 
at that point would help avoid some 
wrong turns in that stretch. 

The pond is contained and kept 
full by many beaver dams. Freshly bea- 
ver-cut birch logs were observed on the 
west side where a couple of us searched, 
without success, for the pitcher plants 
which will bloom there later in the sea- 
son. To get to the west side, several 
Jumps from rock to rock over water were 
necessary and one of the boys was con- 
templating a jump, leaning over the wa- 
ter and supporting his weight on a 
stick, when the stick broke and caused 
him to get a thorough soaking. Fortun- 
ately, he had some spare dry socks, and 
we were finished with lunch and ready 
to start down so he could dry off. 

We saw many Jacks-in-the-pulpit, 
Canadian violets, huckleberry blossoms, 
and purple and white triliums growing 
profusely. Everyone said they enjoyed 
the trip, and I know I did. 

********** 


SAVE THE DATES SEPTEMBER 22 - 
SEPTEMBER 24 FOR THE INTERSEC- 
TIONAL WEEKEND WHICH WILL BE 
HELD AT MOUNTAIN MEADOWS, IN 
LINCOLN, VERMONT. FURTHER DE- 
TAILS IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF 
LONG TRAIL NEWS. 


NICE THINGS TO BRING 
ON SUMMER DAY HIKES 

— Lemonade, partially frozen the night 
before, in a canteen or plastic 
bottle 

— Bug repellant 

— One of the many new products for 
netralizing sting or bite right 
after it has happened 

— A Sierra Club cup (metal, clips 
on belt) for dipping water out 
of stream 

— An extra large, dry handkerchief 

— A broad-brimmed hat to shade the 
eyes 

— Mesh underwear (cool in summer, 
warm in winter) 

— Fresh oranges or apples (take the 
orange peels home) 

— Whistle, compass, and waterproof 
matches (four seasons) 

— Lightweight rain poncho 

— Lemon drops 

— Kleenexes, toilet paper in plastic 
bags 

— Water-resistant wind-breaker; a 
sweltering morning in Rutland 
can turn into a chilly, wet 
afternoon on Pico 

— Guidebook, guide to plants or 
birds 

— A" fanny pack" to carry the above 





GMC 

KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
MAY, 1978 
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Adams, Martha 

Berger, Jean 
Bequaert , Frank 
Blaskovich, Mrs. W.J. 
Blittersdorf , John 
Bostock, Greg 
Britton, John 
Bryant, Harriot 
Cahee, Hedrick 
Carey, Robert 
Carpenter, Robert 
Catozzi, Raymond, Billy (JM) 
& Joey (JM) 

Catozzi, Louie 

Chapman, Carol 
Charland, Rachael 
Conlon, George 
Crowther, John 
Culvert, Harry 
Davies, Jean 
Day, Mr. & Mrs. Wilman 
(Virginia) 

Dicton, Joseph, Sr., 

Joseph, Jr. (JM) 

Eberlin, Joel (Miss) 

Elwert, Cecelia 
Fish, Marjorie 

Fitzgerald, Mr. & Mrs. Brian 
Fostman, Ruth 
Frink, He]*r> 

Frink, Jim 
Frank, Joseph 

Happy, Alecia, Matthew (JM) 
Hinchey, Minerva 
Johnson, Margaret 
Kirk, Dorothy 
Knipes, Veda 
Linell, Thomas 
McKirryher, Mr. and Mrs. 

Bradford (Judith) 
MacLaughlin, Janet 
Magoon, Jeffry 
Magoon, Paul 
Mahoney, Paul 
Maier, Elsie 
Martin, Mr. & Mrs. Jack 
(Janet), David (JM) , 

Tommy (JM) 

Mausolff, Anne 
Mumford, Louise 
Newton, Doris 
Nuffort, John 
Nyiri, Anna 
Ogden, Herbert, Jr. 


c/o Ellen B. Russell 
33 Thayer Street 
P.0. Box 834 

44 Bertwell Road 
P.0. Box 367 
North Main St. 

40 Fern St. 

86 Jerusalem Road 
P.0. Box 131 
179 Union St. 

110 Lyons Hall 

Perry Lane 

103 Bellevue Ave. 

009-52-2753, Box 2 
USA SAT COM A 
39 East Street 
125 Church Street 
Sunset Acres, R.D. //2 
249 Lincoln Ave. 

276 N. Beverwyck Road 
Camp Betsy Cox 
R.D.//1, Box 536 

Sugarwood Hill Road 

287 Loudville Road 
19 Crescent Street 
P.0. Box 81 

1200 Woodside Drive, Apt.C 
25 Seabury Street 
10 Elm St. 

60 Litchfield Ave. 

31 Bilodeau Pkwy. 

Butterfly Ave. 

45 Park Street 
101 Ross St. 

8 E. Washington St. 

P.0. Box 12$ 

46 Rip Road 
R.D. #2, Box 294 

112 Library Ave. 

S U Box 1800 
RFD01, Box 475-A 
84 Pleasant St. 

280 Fort Washington Ave. 

7 Curtis Ave. 


R.D. //I 

R.D. //I, Easy Street 
26 Boutwell Road 
453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 
R.F.D.//2, Rox 269-f 


Providence, R.I. 02906 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Lexington, Mass. 02173 
Dearborn, Mich. 48121 
Pittsford, Vt. 05763 
Burlington, Vt. 05401 
Trumbull, Conn. 06611 
Dorset, Vt. 05251 
Springfield, Vt. 05156 
University Park, Pa. 16802 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Fort Monmouth, N.J. 07703 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Parsippany, N.J. 07054 
Pittsford, Vt. 05763 
Springfield, Vt. 05156 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Easthampton, Mass. 01027 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Londonderry, Vt. 05148 
4 Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Randolph, Vt. 05060 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Burlington, Vt. 05401 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
West Rutland, Vt. 05777 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Hanover, N.H. 03755 
Vergennes, VT 05491 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Williamstown, Mass. 02167 
Springfield, Vt. 05156 
Ludlow, Vt. 05149 
New York, N.Y. 10032 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 


Chester, Vt. 05143 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Andover, Mass. 01810 
Wyckoff, N.J. 07481 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Laconia, N.H. 03246 
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KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER (cont.) 


170 Stratton Road 
49 Warner St. 

Tall Timber c/o Woodstock 
41 Wachusetts Ave. 

41 Wachusetts Ave. 

1141 Culligan Blvd. 


Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Proctor, Vt. 05765 
Stage Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Shrewsbury, Mass. 01545 
Shrewsbury, Mass. 01545 
San Jose, Cal. 95120 


Parsons, Carl 
Partridge, Charles 
Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Craigue 
Perkins, Christopher (JM) 
Perkins, Ralph (JM) 

Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
(Thelma) 

Perkins, Vera 
Perutz, Lottie 
Pulling, Mr. & Mrs. Alfred 
(Roma) 

Reynolds, George 
Reynolds, Shirley, Richard 
(JM) 

Rhoades, Barbara 
Roberts, Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
(Frances) 

Rogers, Mr. & Mrs. Harold 
(Florence) 

Rolston, Ben 
Russell, Ellen 
Schmidt, Mr. & Mrs. Carl 
(Nancy) , Charles (JM) , 
Ellen (JM) 

Schneider, Norman 
Scott, Churchill, Kim (JM) 
Seifert, Randy 
Sherman, Jacob 
Sibley, Joan 
Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Clark 
(Barbara) 

Staeck, Betty 
Tilley, Dr. Winthrop 
Unsworth, Karen 
Vallquette, Anne (JM) , 

John (JM), Mary ( JM) , 
Thomas (JM) 

Valiquette, Thelma 
Walker, Eleanor 
Weeks, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd 
(Betty) 

Wellman, Mary L. 

Weston, Wilbur 
Wilson, Carleton 
Winturri, Mauri 
Woodbury, Mr. & Mrs. Philip 
(Barbara) 

Yara Engineering Corp. 


242 S. Main St. 

Sawyer Hill Road 
R.F.D.//2, Woodstock Ave. 

8 Hillcrest Road 
25 North St. 

P.0. Box 165 
2 Hill Place 

223 Adams St. 

P.0. Box 196 
33 Thayer St. 

73 Edgerton St. 


4038 Spruce St. 

132 Maple St. 

10 Sheldon Place 
48 Morse Place 
R.F.D. 

179 Grove Street 
R.D. 

11 West. St. 

45 N. Main St. 

R.D. Town Line Road 


93 Killington Ave. 
87 Baxter St. 

7 Harvard St. 

P.0. Box 165 
Rte.#4, Box 695 
9 Harvard St. 

179 High St. 

P.0. Box 53 

P.0. Box 277 


Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Mt. Holly, Vt. 05758 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Springfield, Vt. 05156 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Wallingford, Vt. 05773 
Springfield, Vt. 05156 

Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Ascutney, Vt. 05030 
Providence, R.I. 02906 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 


Philadelphia, Pa. 19104 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Cuttingsville, Vt. 05738 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Killington, Vt. 05751 
Fair Haven, Vt. 05743 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 


Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Springfield, Vt. 05156 

Poultney, Vt. 05764 
Raleigh, N.C. 27606 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 
Fitchburg, Mass. 01420 
Perkinsville, Vt. 05151 

Elizabeth, N.J. 07207 



GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
KILLINGTION SECTION HIKE SCHEDULE 
SUMMER- FALL 1978 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the 
day and hour listed. For more information, contact: Carl Schmidt, President, 

73 Edgerton Street, 773-6990; Raymond Catozzi, Vice-Pres., 103 Bellevue Avenue, 

773-3006; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple Street, 775-5720. 

JUNE 30. JULY 1 & 2: MOOSILAUKE MT, , N.H. (Leave Rutland Friday at 6:30 P.M.) 

This is going to include a day trip climbing from Kinsman Notch (1800') 
to the top of Mt. Moosilauke (4810') carrying just your lunch and returning 
to Glencliff. A day will be spent visiting such scenic attractions as Lost 
River Canyon and Polar Caves or driving over the Kancamangus Highway through 
the 2800' Kancamangus Pass and stopping at many beautiful overlooks. Friday 
nite will be spent at Quechee State Park, the second nite at a campground 
near the mountain. Cost including food, optional tourist fees and dona- 
tion for gasoline will be between $10 and $15. Hiking distance over Mt. 

Moosilauke is 8.4 miles with the 3,000-foot ascent coming in the first 
three miles. Considered MODERATE TO DIFFICULT... Ray Catozzi, Leader 773-3006 

JULY 16 - 10 A.M, : LANA FALLS — A delightful short hike to a beautiful spot above 
Lake Dunmore. The cold water of Sucker Brook tumbling down thru a steep- 
sided ravine. Distance: 0.8 mi. Leader: Carl Schmidt. Optional side trips 

to Silver Lake or Moosalamoo, 1-3 mi. Carl Schmidt, Leader 773-6990 

JULY 29 - 10 A.M. : LAKE PLEIAD — An old favorite of the Killington Section; just 

off Middlebury Gap. Occurs on the same day and date as it did in 1961. Swim- 
ming, sunning, and picnicking. Round trip: 2 mi. Jim Frink, Leader 775-4925 

AUGUST 13 - 9:30 A.M. : CANTILEVER ROCK — A horizontal obelisk of rock 60 feet above 
ground wedged into the vertical face of a 100' cliff. We will drive to Mans- 
field State Park (Underhill) and hike via the Sunset Ridge Trail to Cantilever 
Rock. Hound trip: 4 mi. Rachael Charland, Leader 775-4893 

AUGUST 26 - 9:00 A.M. : BAKER PEAK via the LAKE TRAIL — A fairly steep climb from 
Route 7, south of Danby. Spectacular views en route and an top of the peak. 

Round trip: 6 mi. Ray Catozzi, Leader 773-3006 

SEPT. 9 & 10: END TO END HIKE - PARKER CAMP TO BARROWS — Leave Friday at 6:30 P.M. 

Stay ovemite at Parker Camp. Saturday morning hike Laraway Mtn. with day 
pack (2790'). Enjoy unusual view from Laraway Lookout (2620'). Return to 
Davis Neighborhood. 7.2 mi. .... Rachael Charland, Leader 773-4893 

SEPT. 22-24: INTERSECTIONAL WEEKEND! — Mt. Meadows, Lincoln, Vt. WATCH LONG TRAIL NEWS 
FOR MORE DETAILS! ! 

OCT. 8 - 9:30 A.M. : MYSTERY HIKE — A moderate climb to the summit of a little frequented 
mountain with splendid viewson different trail down. All within 20 miles of 
Rutland. Round trip: 3 miles. Ray Catozzi, Leader 773-3006 

OCT. 22 - 1:00 P.M.: ANNUAL VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE — East Mountain. Bring your 

supper and join us at the campfire after the hike for a Fall cookout. This is 
an easy afternoon hike. .... Joe Valiquette, Leader 773-8745 


KILLI.NGTON SECTION, CT C 
132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND, VERMOiMT 05701 


Mr.&Mrs. Craigue Perkins 
Tall Timber 

c/o Woodstock Stage 
Rutland, VT 05701 





VOLUME 31, NUMBER 3 KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB JULY- SEPTEMBER, 1978 


RA RE II, WILDERNESS, AND THE LONG TRAIL 

By Carl Schmidt 

President, Killington Section 

The RARE II program (Roadless Area 
Resource Evaluation) has received much 
local publicity within the past few 
months. Run by the U.S. Forest Service, 
it seeks to determine the best uses for 
national forest lands around the coun- 
try. It includes proposals for designa- 
ting six more areas in Vermont (in addi- 
tion to Lye Brook and Bristol Cliffs) as 
"wilderness." The Killington Section 
Board of Directors has endorsed the po- 
licy statement issued by the Main Club 
in September of 1977 and sent a copy to 
the Forest Service via the Rutland Re- 
gional Planning Commission. 

Mr. Steve Yurich, chief forester for 
the northeastern U.S., attended a large 
meeting at Rutland High School on Septem- 
ber 6, 1978 (at the request of Vermont's 
congressional delegation) to listen to 
Vermonters and answer their questions. 

Mr. Yurich confirmed that designation of 
areas as "Wilderness" would mean that 
trail shelters and outhouses would be 
allowed to deteriorate and could not be 
replaced; "artificial" improvements, such 
as water bars and footbridges, would be 
prohibited or severely restricted. This 
would affect four Long Trail shelters 
and approximately 26 miles of the Long 
Trail in the Breadloaf area. After lis- 
tening to 100 people speak their minds, 
the Section's position (which follows) 
still made sense. 

* * * * 


- Position Statement - 
ROADLE SS AND UNDEVEL O PED AREA INVENTORY 
by 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

The Green Mountain Club, Inc., re- 
cognized by the Vermont General Assem- 
bly as "the founder, sponsor, defender, 
and protector" of the Long Trail system, 
is reluctant to support the designation 
of additional Wilderness in Vermont. 
While the GMC remains committed to the 
need for undeveloped forest land in the 
spectrum of outdoor recreational oppor- 
tunities, we would rather see the 55,000 
acres already accepted by the GMNF as 
"roadless and undeveloped" study area, 
having the potential for Wilderness de- 
signatipn, eventually placed in Manage- 
ment Area III and IV categories. This 
action, we feel, would effectively re- 
tain the recreational qualities Wilder- 
ness attempts to preserve while allowing 
greater management flexibility. 

Our reasons are as follows : 

1. The present lack of management 
flexibility inside Wilderness stems from 
the current interpretation of the 1964 
Wilderness Act. Too often, the result 
has been a failure to provide for estab- 
lished use patterns. As one example, 
the presence of primitive trail shelters 
is considered inconsistant with Wilder- 
ness management policies. In one eastern 
Wilderness, however, the removal of shel- 
ters coupled with a "dispersed camping" 
policy resulted in increased physical 
impact on trail corridors and stream- 
banks. Most overnight visitors chose to 
camp in these places rather than dis- 
perse. (1) 

2. Timber harvesting, when carried 
out as prescribed under MA III guidelines 
and located with sensitivity toward 
existing or planned recreational facili- 
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ties, can be compatible with hiking and 
other forms of "primitive" recreation. 

The GMC feels cutting operations, when 
conducted under these guidelines, have 
a limited impact on aesthetics and over 
the years can impart an interesting var- 
iety to the landscape. Productive tim- 
ber land is included in the 55,000 acre 
review area, and we believe it would be 
unfortunate to eliminate this signifi- 
cant economic resource. 

3. The decision to set aside remote, 
undeveloped lands should be made primar- 
ily on the local level. Unit Planning 

is designed to do this, as it includes 
extensive public participation. We feel 
this planning approach is well-suited 
for determining future management of 
those areas identified as "roadless and 
undeveloped ." 

4. The two already established Ver- 
mont Wilderness Areas are of sufficient 
acreage to fulfill the place of Wilder- 
ness in the recreational spectrum. The 
Bristol Cliffs and Lye Brook Wilderness 
Areas (3,740 acres and 14,000 acres, re- 
spectively) comprise approximately 7% 

of the land within the GMNF. We feel 
this is an appropriate percentage. 

In light of these points, the Green 
Mountain Club urges that all involved 
parties take a critical look at the de- 
sirability of designating additional Wil- 
derness in Vermont. 

( 1 ) 

Schnitzer, Michael. 1976. Visitor 
Travel Patterns in the Great Gulf 
Wilderness, N.H. USDA Forest Ser- 
vice, Backcountry Research Program, 
Durham, N.H. 

***** 

NEW MEMBERS 


Berg, Anna Box 241-A, Airport Rd. 

No. Clarendon, VT 05759 
Biddiscombe, Robert 39 Kendall Ave. 

Rutland 05701 

Zeda yko, Jane 11 Caernarvon St. 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 


WANTED: NEW FACES. NEW PLACES 

Do you have a favorite trail to 
hike? Would you like to share it with 
others? The Killington Section is look- 
ing for suggestions for outings and 
leaders to guide them. If interested, 
please contact Rachael Charland (775-4893 
or Ray Catozzi (773-3006). 

****** 


INTERSECTIONAL WEEKEND : SEPT. 22-24 
By 

Robert Carey 


More than a dozen Killington Section 
members joined over 85 Club members at th > 
Mountain Meadows Campground for the week- 
end Intersectional. The weather and camp 
ground were perfect. There were beauti- 
ful views of Lincoln Mountain, which in- 
spired three hikes from Lincoln Gap to 
Mt . Abraham and beyond on Saturday. In 
the evening everyone enjoyed viewing a 
slide presentation on this summer's GMC 
Western Trip. 

Following a frosty night, two groups 
of hikers set out Sunday morning. One 
group followed the Robert Frost nature 
trail, while the other journeyed to Abbey 
Pond. After returning from this hike, I 
could not resist the temptation of a quid 
dip in the pond. 

Those of us who attended look forwart 
to returning to this beautiful area. 

****** 


NEW BOOK ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL RECOMMENDED 


Miriam Bell writes to recommend to oi 
readers Appalachian Odyssey: Walking the 
Trail from Georgia to Maine by Steve Sher- 
man and Julia Olden, Stephen Greene Press 
1977. This account of a young couple's 
hike of the entire Appalachian Trail is 
written in a very interesting manner. A 
glowing tribute is paid to the Green Moun- 
tain Club’s care of its section of the 
trail, easily the best part of the entire 
journey. Mrs. Bell says that reading the 
book made her feel as if she had taken 
every step of the journey herself. 


The Smoke and Blazes staff needs access to an electric, elite-type 
typewriter to type up the newsletter for printing. Is any member who 
has such a machine willing to let us borrow it for a couple of days 
every three months? Contact Nancy Schmidt at 773-6990. 
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BLACKINTON. MASS. TO SETH WARNER 
SHELTER 

by Rachael W. Charland 
June 3, 1978 

The 3rd of June '78 was a cloudy, 
drippy sort of day as two Killington 
Section members drove toward Blackinton, 
Mass. Any hiker trying to find the en- 
trance to the Appalachian Trail in 
Blackinton better have his GMC Guide 
Book handy, and even then it is a puzzle 
as to the entrance of the Trail and a 
spot to park the car. Three strong hi- 
kers, Jim Guida (Arlington), Dot Mac- 
Donald (Brattleboro) plus her dog, and 
Jeffrey Chenard (Arlington) were wait- 
ing for us. 

Under gray skies and an occasional 
patter of rain we plodded along the AT 
amid an abundance of mountain laurel and 
pink lady slippers, the only bright spots 
of four miles of trail in Massachusetts. 
Only Jack-in- the-pulpits dotted Vermont's 
section of the LT. Waterfalls were numer- 
ous but views were blotted out by fog as 
we trudged ever upward. Hundreds of 
feet of puncheon have been installed by 
Pioneer Valley and I believe hundreds 
more feet will have to be added to aid 
the hiker on his way during such weath- 
er. 

Then, high on a rock pile, a fugi- 
tive from Alcatraz, no doubt, we hasti- 
ly swallowed our lunch as the rain drops 
jecame larger. Greg Bostock of Burling- 
ton greeted us as we munched our sand- 
wiches — Greg would drive my car to the 
bounty Road as he was hiking southward 
with two companions, Philip Woodbury of 
5 erkinsville and George Reynolds of 
Springfield. 

Alas! a few minutes later after 
Jreg was well on his way, we discovered 
neither of us knew where Greg would 
Leave the Car Key! Then to our rescue, 

3ur K.S. Jogger, Ray Catozzi, raced 
nadly along the trail to meet Greg as 
le would be parking the car on the 
bounty Road. It was a slick, mucky, 
root-laden trail over which he ran to 
aake the CONNECTION! When the remain- 
.ng rain-soddened travelers emerged on 


the County Road, Ray was there wulllng 
for us with the car all unlocked!! MANY, 
MANY, MANY THANKS FOR ALL OF YOUR PHYSIC- 
AL ENDEAVORS, RAY. 

James Guida treated all of us to hot 
bowls of soup at a nearby restaurant 
while some of us changed into dry cloth- 
ing, all of which made the return trip 
to Blackinton more enjoyable. The Plus 
for this wet journey was another 7+ miles 
for those working on their end-to-end 
goals . 

************** 

MOOSILAUKE MT. TRIP 

by Ray Catozzi 

June 30 - July 2, 1978 

Six stalwarts joined forces at our 
meeting place in Rutland Friday night 
June 30, ready to head out for a three- 
day trip in the White Mountains. The 
main event was to climb 4810-foot Mt. 
Moosilauke either on Saturday or Sunday, 
depending on which day promised the 
clearest weather. 

By tenting Friday night at Quechee 
State Park we were able to get an 8 a.m. 
start on a beautiful clear Saturday mor- 
ning, get a car spotted south of the 
peak, and start climbing out Kinsman 
Notch by 10 a.m. 

The climb up Moosilauke from the 
north on the AT has the least elevation 
to get behind you. But it was still 
quite a rugged climb of over 3000 feet 
in 3.4 miles, with 2200 feet coming in 
the first 1 1/2 miles 1 The steepest but 
one of the prettiest parts of the whole 
ascending trail was about a mile of 30- 
degree climb alongside a fluming brook. 
Ladders, log steps, and hand rails are 
much in evidence along this stretch. 

What a magnificent view from the 
windy and cool top! Visibility unlimit- 
ed on a crystal clear fall-like day with 
the peaks of the Green Mountains march- 
ing down the far distant western horizon: 
Mansfield, Camel's Hump, Abraham, Pico 
and Killington. Our little group of Ray 
Catozzi, leader, Kathy Hayes and son 
Chris, Joan Sibley, Rachael Charland and 
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and then up the road to the top and our 
cars . 

It was a short, but very pleasant 
hike — especially the post-luncheon 
part, and we were sorry more people did 
not decide to make the climb. 

************* 

LET'S SEE CANTILEVER ROCK 

by Rachael W. Charland 
August 13, 1978 

Under threatening skies, three ve- 
hicles with ten adventuresome hikers 
(Peg Cioffredi, Rita Motroni, Roberta 
Reynes, Joe Dictons, Al and Roma Pulling, 
Bernice Grum, Elena Baker, and your wri- 
ter) set out for Underhill State Park on 
August 13th at 9:30 a.m. 

It soon was apparent that all was 
not well with the lead car as s-c-r-a-p- 
i-n-g sounds offended the eardrums of the 
passengers. Investigation by the male 
members of the pick-up truck following 
us showed that this was the prime time 
for the hangers of the tailpipe of the 
Plymouth to just "let-go"! Amid shouts 
of "where's your jack?" — "where's your 
pliers?" and "have you some rope or wire?" 
Al Pulling sprawled under the car to view 
the damage. His long legs projecting in- 
to the oncoming traffic of Route 7 were 
well protected by three female onlookers. 
The first repair job was followed by a 
second, after just a few miles along the 
highway, BUT the workmanship of the se- 
cond repair job was such that not even 
the rough, graveled roads of the North 
Country were able to loosen the impro- 
vised hangers. Hooray for GMC mechanics!! 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Woodbury of Read- 
ing were waiting for us as we entered the 
Park and they provided dry kindling for 
the hot beverages that were requested by 
the hungry group as they prepared their 
individual mid-day repasts. 

Five GMCers, fortified by their 
noon meal, quickly ascended the Sunset 
Ridge Trail to the Laura Cowles Trail. 

The remaining hikers were very pleased 
to reach the Lookout Rock area and en- 
joy the view and rest in the 80 degree 
temperature. One first-time hiker, Elena, 


was unfortunate enough to trip over some 
tree roots and tumble backward down the 
trail. Thankfully, her lacerations of 
face and forehead were minor and even 
her glasses were found unshattered. 

Four travelers, unaccustomed to the narrow, 
rocky terrain, decided to enjoy the 
views from various lookouts along the 
pathway instead of plodding toward the 
appointed destination. Needless to say, 
the Cantilever Trail is obliterated by 
two fallen trees making it necessary to 
crawl through the branches to gain en- 
trance to the swampy track. 

The sight of the 60-foot natural 
obelisk-like rock was certainly well 
worth the efforts of those who struggled 
to make it. Some agile members climbed 
the roughly-notched pole that was the 
only visible means of ascending the 
stone appendage to Cantilever Rock. One 
nimble couple managed to scramble to the 
very edge of the horizontal arm and 
cameras clicked as they were viewed en- 
joying their goal and sat eating their 
lunch. Various types of lichen and 
mosses lined Cantilever Rock while 
white turtleheads grew profusely amid 
brownish-green ferns at its base in this 
hidden glen. All agreed they enjoyed 
their climb and should any of you ven- 
ture to Underhill State Park, be sure 
to ask to see the wooden, beautifully 
hand-carved clocks done by the Park 
Ranger . 

************* 

BAKER PEAK 

by Ray Catozzi 
August 26, 1978 

It seems that if you mention a 
steep climb on the upcoming Killington 
Section hike, most folks stay home. 

That was the case again on Aug. 26 
when only four showed up to climb Baker 
Peak in Mt. Tabor. It really wasn't all 
that bad, as the Lake Trail makes big 
switchbacks on the way up. (It used to 
be a stagecoach road to a hotel on 
Griffith Lake). 

Ray Catozzi, leader, Rachael Char- 
land, Shirley Reynolds and Mauri Win- 
turri were the hikers. But Mauri said 
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"so long" and returned to his car, after 
reaching the brook, just short of the 
junction with the Baker Peak Trail. 

Mauri has to take it easy since his heart 
attack. 

The spot on the brook where Mauri 
turned back has a large pool which he 
named Ben's Bathtub, in honor of Ben 
Rolston who was instrumental in re-rout- 
ing the Long Trail over Baker Peak. It 
seems that the Lake Trail was the quick- 
est way in and out while Ben was cutting 
the new trail between the peak and Grif- 
fith Lake, and many times he would stop 
off at this spot on the brook and clean 
up before heading home. 

Rachael Charland is working on her 
Long Trail End-to-End, so rather than 
head for Baker Peak via the Baker Peak 
Trail as announced, the remaining three 
went all the way in to Griffith Lake to 
pick up the Long Trail north, and that 
led us to the peak, joining up with the 
Baker Peak Trail just short of the top. 

There were magnificent views up and 
down the Otter Valley, with the Danby 
Imperial marble quarry directly opposite 
Baker Peak on Dorset Mountain but down 
much lower. A small rocky opening allows 
the view on Baker Peak, a great place to 
lunch while looking over the Vermont 
countryside. 

A large group of 30 or so boys and 
girls from the Killington Trail Camps 
hiked the mountain at the same time as 
our little group. You out there who 
didn't go — it was really an easy climb 
— a piece of cake. Try it next time; 
you might like it. It's coming up again 
on our schedule, going south from Big 
Branch Shelter. 

************* 

PROPER CARE OF FOOTGEAR, SKIS, AND 
SNOWSHOES 

Most experienced backpackers, hikers, 
and cross-country skiers agree that the 
single most important equipment category 
is footgear. Following are a few basic 
tips for keeping this vital equipment in 
good shape. 

— Hiking Boots and Leather Cross- 
Country Ski Boots: Any reputable out- 

door equipment store can advise you of 


the proper leather preservative for your 
particular boots; different leather types 
will require different preservatives. 

For heavy-duty boots with stiff uppers, 
don't use preservatives that soften the 
leather. For any boot, the welt area 
(where the sole is attached to the up- 
pers) requires the most attention. Use 
saddle soap and an old toothbrush to 
thoroughly remove dirt and sand from 
this area and from other seams. When 
the seams are clean and dry, use another 
old toothbrush to work in the preserva- 
tive. Without such attention, thread 
can rot out while the leather is still 
in good shape. 

— Wooden Snowshoes : Each spring, 

clean thoroughly and dry. Examine wood 
frames and leather webbing carefully for 
cracks. Wrap any cracked area with nyloi 
monofilament fishing line, then put 
liquid ferrule cement over the wrapped 
area (get both line and cement at a 
fishing equipment store). If any areas 
have the varnish worn dull or through to 
bare wood or leather, apply two light 
coats of marine or spar varnish (from 
any paint or hardware store). When 
thoroughly dry, tie the snowshoes tight- 
ly together with twine bottom to bottom. 
Wedge a block of soft wood into the 
space between the toes. Hang them by 
the tail end from a rafter (out of the 
sun) by a piece of fine wire. The wire 
will prevent mice or squirrels from 
climbing down and eating the webbing. 
NOTE: Treat leather bindings the same 

as boots; that is, keep the leather and 
especially the seams clean and preserved , 

— Wooden Cross-Country Skis : Be- 

fore the season starts, many ski shops 
offer reduced rates on pine tar jobs. 

Take them up on it. You can learn to 
do it yourself, the same as you can 
learn to change the oil in your car — 
but it isn't worth it. For summer stor- 
age of any type ski, saw a short piece 
of 2" x 4" lumber to fit the space that 
exists between the skis when they are 
placed bottom to bottom with the ends 
touching. Use short adjustable straps 
(from any ski shop) to hold the skis in 
this position, so that the natural cur- 
vature (camber) of the skis is preserved 

— Aluminum Snowshoes, Nylon Ski 
Boots: Little maintenance required. 

************* 
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CAROL CHAPMAN NEW EDITOR OF SMOKE & 

BLAZES 

by Nancy Schmidt, Publicity Chairman 

We are pleased to inform our mem- 
jers that Carol Chapman is now editor 
jf Smoke and Blazes . Carol, a Burling- 
ton native, has lived in Rutland since 
L972. A teacher at the Vermont Achieve- 
nent Center, Carol has been an active 
>articipant in GMC activities and is 
:urrently a member of the Killington 
Section board of directors. She will 
>e carrying out the editor's duties 
ri.th the assistance of Jake Sherman, who 
:ypes and prepares Smoke and Blazes ar- 
:icles for printing. 

Carol requests that all articles 
>r items of interest for the next Smoke 
md Blazes , to be printed December 15, 

>e submitted to her by December 1. Please 
tend all material for Smoke and Blazes 
:o: 

Carol Chapman 
39 East Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

************** 

[IKING DURING HUNTING SEASON 


It is the policy of the Killington 
lection not to schedule hikes during 
c eer hunting season (Nov. 11-26, 1978) 
i nd to warn hikers to avoid areas where 
1 unters might be. The Section does 

< ccasionally schedule outings during 

< eer season in safe areas. The Novem- 
l er 11 Mt. Philo hike is in a state 

j ark where hunting is strictly pro- 
hibited and where the area is thoroughly 
l osted; so we feel safe in inviting peo- 
I le to join us on this holiday outing. 

Also on the schedule during deer 
! eason is a Pot Luck Supper at Tall Tim- 
lers, the Craigue Perkins' residence in 
lendon. Don't miss this social gather- 
: ng on November 18. 

************** 

1 RAIL WORK THANKS AND PLANS FOR TRAIL 
“ RELOCATION 


The section owes special thanks to 
h auri Winturri, a K.S. member from 


Fitchburg, Mass., who has spent many 
weekends this past summer working on 
the Long Trail. Trail-maintenance is a 
never-ending job, and we appreciate the 
many hours Mauri has spent in re-paint- 
ing blazes, making repairs, and many 
other necessary chores. 

Also our thanks go to Rob Carey, 
who has worked some with Mauri on the 
trail, and to Rob, Harold Rogers, Chur- 
chill Scott, and Ray Catozzi, who are 
doing the preliminary survey for trail 
relocation. This trail relocation is 
necessary and considered urgent. We 
need all the workers we can get for this 
work party on November 4; much of the 
work involved is clearing and marking 
the new trail — not too much hard labor. 
With enough volunteers, it could be com- 
pleted in a day and shouldn't be that 
hard a job. 

*************** 

DAY HIKER'S GUIDE NOW AVAILABLE 

The recently published Day Hiker's 
Guide to Vermont is available at the re- 
duced rate of $3.50 to GMC members ($4.95 
to non-members). This long-awaited guide 
furnishes information about more than 200 
short trails around the state. 

Copies may be obtained from Carl 
Schmidt or Churchill Scott. 


Day Hiker's 
Guide to 
Vermont 



GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
KILLINGTON SECTION HIKE SCHEDULE 
FALL - WINTER, 1978-1979 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the 
day and hour listed. For more information, contact: Carl Schmidt, President, 

73 Edgerton Street, 773-6990; Raymond Catozzi, Vice-Pres., 103 Bellevue Avenue, 
773-3006; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple Street, 775-5720. 


OCT. 29 (SUNDAY), 9:00 A.M. : BIRD MOUNTAIN (in Ira) — Churchill Scott, 775- 

4 miles 5720, leader. A new route to the summit, past 

the site of the historic Masonic Monument. 


NOV. 4 (SATURDAY), 9:00 A.M. : WORK PARTY - TEMPORARY LONG TRAIL RELOCATION 

Short distance (near Cold River Road) — Carl Schmidt, 773-6990, 

leader. Volunteers needed. Section will furnish 
tools and materials. 

NOV. 5 (SUNDAY), 8:00 A.M. : LONG TRAIL, MAD TOM NOTCH TO RTE. 30 (near Manches- 
5.3 miles ter) — Rachael Charland, 775-4893, leader. Excell- 

ent views of Stratton and Equinox Mountains. 

NOV. 11 (SATURDAY), 9:00 A.M. : MT. PHILO (near Vergennes) — Jim Frink, 775-4925, 

2 miles leader. Short holiday hike to a mountain given 

to the state by Mrs. James Humphrey in 1924, with 
views of Lake Champlain, the Adirondack^ and the 
Green Mountains. 

Pot Luck Supper at Tall Timbers, Craigue Perkins' 
residence. Bring your favorite hot dish or des- 
sert and your own place setting. Section will 
provide beverages. Churchill Scott, 775-5720. 

LONG TRAIL, USFS RD. #10 TO BAKER PEAK (south of 
Danby) — Churchill Scott, 775-5720, leader. 

Trail goes southward to Big Branch Suspension 
Bridge; watch for foundation of old water wheel. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE TO SUNNYSIDE SHELTER (near Rte. 

103) — Carl Schmidt, 773-6990, leader. Hike, ski 
or snowshoe for all ages. Section will provide 
coffee and cocoa. 


DEC. 16 (SATURDAY), 6:30 P.M. : 
1 mile 


NOV. 18 (SATURDAY), 6:30 P.M. : 
Social 


DEC. 2 (SATURDAY), 8:00 A.M. : 
8 miles 


DEC. 30 (SATURDAY): To be announced in December SMOKE AND BLAZES. 


JAN. 14 (SUNDAY), 10:00A.M.: 
3 miles * 


QUARTERLINE RD. (near Rutland) — Harold Rogers, 
775-4471. Snowshoe and ski. * Variable mileage, 
many possible side trips. Suitable for older childn 


n. 


JAN. 20 (SATURDAY), 7:30 P.M.: KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING. Location to be 

announced in December SMOKE AND BLAZES. 


BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED; WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING WARM EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN 
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DRIVING DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 
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AREA-WIDE COOPERATIVE EFFORT HELPED 
LOCATE HIKER IN AN EMERGENCY 


One of the less pleasant activities 
of GMC members is the urgent location 
of hilcera on the trail when an emergency 
has occurred at the hiker's home. One 
October morning we received a call from 
the Main Office in Montpelier asking 
for assistance in locating a New York 
man hiking northward alone on the trail 
between Lost Pond and Sherburne Pass. 

The cause for urgency in this case was 
the death of the hiker's father; a day 
had already passed in which the State 
Police had been unable to locate him. 

The overall hike was to take h days. 

This happened on a Monday when we 
had no volunteers available, so we had 
to resort to the telephone. Eventually 
we managed to contact landowners at 
or near road crossings, as well as the 
large ski corporations and the hiker's 
destination point. The northern loca- 
tions alerted south-bound hikers to 
watch for the N.Y. hiker, and people at 
other points posted notices on trail 
markers in addition to watching the 
trail. We did make contact with the 
hiker late that afternoon. 

In every case, we received a wonder- 
ful response of concern and helpfulness. 

The Board of Directors of the Killington 
Section would like to thank the following 
people and organizations who assisted 
us in this search i The Inn at Long Trail, 
the Sherburne Corporation, Pico Peak 
Ski Resort, and Sue Darrow. Our special 
thanks to Diane Carrara at the Cold River 
Country Store, Chuck Wade, and Qery Salmon, 
who all 'went the extra mile' and were 
a great help. 

One final word. The hiker for whom 
we were searching had left an itinerary, 
with starting and ending times and places, 
and tentative locations for overnights. 

This is a precaution all travelers 
should take, but especially persons 
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hiking alone. The itinerary helped 
us in our search, even though the hiker 
was a bit ahead of his projected time 
schedule. 


THE GEORGE L. KIRK PUND — 

AN INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE 

Before 1976 ends, consider making a tax- 
deductible contribution to the George L. 

Kirk Trails k Shelters Pund. 

Mr. Kirk, who died in 1966, was a news- 
paper reporter and editor in Rutland for 
57 years and Weather Bureau observer for 
over 25 years. An authority on botany and 
ornithology, he was an active hiker who 
probably climbed Killington more than 
anyone else. 

Mr. Kirk's widow, Mrs. Dorothy Kirk, esta- 
blished the George L. Kirk Trails k Shelters 
Pund in January 1977 with an initial donation 
of 1500* The Pund is managed by the K.S., 
and when the principle reaches $5,000 the 
interest earned can be used for trail k shel- 
ter maintenance in our Section. Currently 
the fund contains over $1 ,600. 

Soction policy is that yearly income from 
dues should pay for all yearly expenses, in- 
cluding moderate trails k shelters expenses. 
Our recently-raised dues structure barely 
keeps us in the black. Unless membership 
expands substantially we will not have nec- 
cessary funds for shelter replacement and 
major repairs, or major items of trail main- 
tenance, such as puncheons and bridges. 

We have virtually eliminated subsidizing 
social activities such as Sugar on Snow and 
gatherings with hired entertainment which 
were so enjoyable in pest years, because 
our budget condition is so delicate. 

The AT Bill and the attendant relocations 
that may beoome necessary will strain our 
trails k shelters budget to or beyond the 
breaking point. Shelter vandalism seems to 
worsen each year; the cost of materials for 
repair and maintenance is soaring. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ray Citozzi 
October 8, 1978 


VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE - EAST XT. 

by Jo* Viliquctt* 

October 22, 1978 


It hid been in unusually wins autumn, 
they'd been siying, temperatures above 
normal, many sunny days, eto. So what 
did the weather do on this particular 
Sunday? It gave us a preview of the 
winter to comet wet snow on the ground, 
falling out of the trees, and more com- 
ing at us out of the sky. 

The real mystery for th* seven brave 
souls who showed up to hike, they knew 
not where, was what happened to the nice 
weather that day. However, off we drove 
to the north for about 15 miles, parked 
our cars on what is known as the Middle 
Road, and started up a wood road. 

We were heading for the summit of 
this medium high mountain, but the steep- 
ness of the terrain, th* thick cover, 
and slippery going with the wet snow 
underfoot, caused your leader to call a 
halt short of the top. With the 
announcement of no really good views 
from the summit, most voted to hesd 
back down. 

Branching onto a newly cut trail, 
heading west down off the ridge, we 
soon arrived at a tiny cabin belonging 
to John Blittersdorf of Pittsford, a K3 
member. This cabin is situated at the 
upper edge of a high, steep pasture on 
the western slope of the mountain, with 
magnificent views to the north, west, 
and south. John is living in this cabin 
while he is constructing a larger per- 
manent one nearby. Your leader had 
arranged with John for the hikers to 
lunch here. 

John proved a gracious host, having 
water hot for coffee and cocoa, ohoc- 
olate chip cookies he had baked him- 
self in his wood stove oven, and fur- 
nishing spices to go in air hot cider. 

It was crowded, but fun as w* had 
our lunch with much pleasant conversa- 
tion. Soon though, it was time to head 
back, traveling down John's motorcycle 
path which snaked back and forth down 
the pasture like a cattle trail cn a 
Swiss Alp. 

© 1 , where did we go, you're saying? 
Sorry, I should have mentioned before 
— Nickwackett Mt. in north Chittenden. 


Sunny skies were over Rutland as 25 
hikers met at the fire station at 1 P.M. 
Leaving Rutland we proceeded up the 
Notch Road, then north via the Wheeler- 
ville Road and parked south of Me La ugh - 
lin Palls. 

We headed up the logging road from 
the Wheelerville Road toward Dyers Mea- 
dows. Just south of the meadows we took 
a spur up East Mountain. The hike to 
the top was relatively easy following 
old logging roads and with very little 
bushwacklng. 

The view from the top was beautiful, 
but a little hazy. The memorial flag 
placed there last year was still hanging, 
but a bit tattered and torn. John Vali- 
quette tied a new flag close to the worn 
cne . 

The hike down was fast and we came 
upon a porcupine high up in a tree. That 
was about the cnly wild life we came 
across. 

About 12 hikers stayed for a cookout 
following the hike down, with Rachael 
Charland tending the fire. It was Don 
Romano's first cookout. 

All in all a good day was had by all. 


KIRK FUND, CCNT. 


The AT Bill, which will secure the Killing - 
ton Section of the LT, together with the re 
mainder of the AT, was passed through Oongri ss 
with the understanding that trails A sheltei 
maintenance would remain with local hiking 
organizations rather than with the federal 
government. If we cannot live up to this 
ponsibility, we will be forced to re-examin* 
our reasons for existence and the objective) 
of the Section and the GMC. 

A contribution to the Kirk Pund is an invest- 
ment in both the futures of the Long Trail 
and the Killington Section. 

OUTING CANCELLATION 


Plans for a possible outing on 
December 50, listed in the last 
schedule, did not materialize. 



BIRD MOUNTAIN 

by Churchill 3cott 
October 29, 1976 

A perfect fall day greeted a good- 
sized group of hikers, eager to explore 
a new route up Bird Mountain. 

Parking at the usual spot, we hiked 
about one-half mile on the road to Ben 1 * 
Slide, then bore west on an old wood 
road climbing easily between the series 
of ledges. 

At the ridge top we turned south, 
bushwacked along the ridge, soon reach- 
ing the ravine where the old east and 
west roads meet. Prom here it was easy 
to follow the trail to the summit. 

It was very enjoyable to have Mr. 
Justin Lindholm, owner of the summit and 
east side of Bird Mountain, with us. 
Earlier he had cut trees to improve the 
view, which extended from Snake and 
Philo mountains counter-clockwise to 
the peaks east of Middlebury. Mr. 
Lindholm returned via the old trail, 
pausing at the Big Spring and then 
continuing around the foot of the ledges 
where new and spectacular views were to 
be seen. 

The success of this hike was largely 
due to Rachael Charland, who flagged a 
very important turn, Mr. Lindholm, Jake 
Sherman, who copied the story of Bird 
Mountain from Summits of the Green 
Mountains, and George Young, who loaned 
us the booklet, "History of the Masonic 
Monument Erected on Bird Mountain". 

This peak, named after Colonel Amos 
Bird, has had many routes to its sum- 
mit. As far back as 1887, when over 
2000 persons attended the monument's 
dedication, countless thousands have 
climbed this mountain. For many years 
the Castleton State College Oiting Club 
maintained the trail, but now it has 
been so neglected that George Pearlstein 
did not include it in the Day Hiker 1 s 
Guide. If the Killington Section ever 
gets caught up this trail would be a 
good work project. 
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WORK PARTY - TEMPORARY LT RELOCATION 
by Carl Schmidt 


On November 4, a Killington Section 
work party cleared a new one -mile trail 
segment that will be used until landowner 
arrangements on the old trail location 
are clarified through the Appalachian 
Trail securing act. Going south from 
the Lower Cold River Road, the hiker 
will proceed south an the Lottery Road 
(called the Middle Road on some topo 
maps) about 500 yards beyond the old 
trail cutoff, which has been barricaded 
by the landowner, to its new cutoff 
Just before a red barn/house. The new 
trail essentially follows a fence line 
to the top of a ridge, then turns right 
along the ridge until it intersects the 
old trail a few hundred yards later. 

The relocated trail is cleared and blazed 
(tape blazes); the new cutoff traveling 
from south to north is well-marked and 
the old trail barricaded. 

The workers are all to be commended for 
their efforts. Phil Woodbury of Perkins- 
ville, Paul Magoon and George Reynolds 
of Springfield, and Ralph Oaddell of 
Poultney came the longest distances. For 
exceptional efforts, Mr. Woodbury was 
awarded free trail privileges for an 
•nd-to-end hike, and a ridge was named 
for Mr. Magocn. The temporary trail 
itself was temporarily named for Joe 
Dicton , who as usual was where there was 
work to be done. Karen Uhs worth, a Sec- 
tion member and end-to-end hiker, put 
in many hours of brush demolition des- 
pite a bad cold. Rob Carey worked pretty 
hard until it was time for the Penn 
State football game. During lunch, we 
were joined by Churchill Scott, Rachael 
Oharland, Joan Sibley, and Mauri Winturri, 
who helped complete clearing and blazing. 

It was a fine day among good company, 
and a reaffirmation of one of our Section's 
main reasons for existence. 

And in conclusion, our thanks to Mr. 
Walsh, who permitted the relocation onto 
his land. 


SMOKE AND BLAZES DEADLINE 

The next issue of Saoke and Biases is to be mailed out mid-March. Please submit 
your articles and hike reports’ by March 1 toa Carol Chapman, 59 East St., Rutland. 
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MAD TCM NOTCH TO ROUTE J2° 

by Rachael Charland 
November 5» 1978 

It was a beautiful, sunny, unusually 
warm day even at 61 OO A.M. as three K.S. 
members, Churchill Scott, Rob Carey, and 
your narrator left Rutland to meet with 
the Caddells at the LT crossing on Route 
50. Rob gave all of us a ride to Mad 
Tom Notch entrance to the LT. We were 
especially pleased to see such spacious 
parking areas at both of the LT entran- 
ces. Thanks to the Green Mountain For- 
est, I understand. 

Evidently the heat got to Rob as he 
quickly packed away his special woolen 
hiking pants and once more enjoyed 
hiking in his summer garb I 

The woodlands were brightly carpet- 
ed with many varieties of trailing ever- 
greens. Not many birds were heard, but 
numerous chipmunks kept us company as we 
climbed to the summit of Bromley and then 
onward to the tower at the site of the 
Bromley chairlifts. 

There we encountered a hiker who told 
us he had left the snow in Baxter 8 tate 
Park and was enroute to his home in 
Pennsylvania. 

After we had lunch we looked in vain 
for the five states we were supposed to 
be able to see from that tower. As we 
ascended to Bromley Shelter we met sev- 
eral families hiking to the top of Brom- 
ley. The shelter was in good condition 
and we enjoyed an extra cup of tea as we 
conversed with a family from Manchester 
who often hike to this shelter on Sunday 
afternoons . 

It was such a lovely, easy hike, it 
is too bad that so few members made an 
effort to join us. 


MT. PHILO 

by Jim Frink 
November 11, 1978 

Anna Nyiri, Bob Carey, Churchill Scott, 
B.J. Stuller, and I arrived at the en- 
trance to Mt. Philo State Park at about 
10:15 A.M. 

We climbed through, over or under the 
heavy gates and walked up the winding auto 
access road for about ^ mile . 


Then we climbed a steep trail back to 
the road, which olimbs the mountain in 
a series of three great loops. We 
walked left on the road to the trail 
which crossee the second loop, up to 
the road again. A walk to the right 
on the road took us to the trail which 
outs off the third loop, circles a 
great excavation in the mountain side 
and leads to the set of wooden steps 
which ends at the look-out. 

From there we walked to the north- 
west and south look-outs where we 
enjoyed beautiful viewe of the lake 
and the Vermont valley. Unfortunately 
the Adi rondacks 'were hidden behind 
haze and clouds. 

We commandeered one of the park's 
picnic tables and enjoyed a lunch 
sheltered from the powerful north- 
west wind. 

After lunch we walked down the one- 
way exit road. When it passed a beau- 
tiful, high, north-facing meadow, we 
all rolled under the three strand 
barbed wire fence and walked to the 
end of the lovely cow pasture which 
ended on a knob commanding a 180 de- 
gree view of the valley. 

The walk down the road took only 
about 45 minutes, including the stop 
at the meadow. 


DUES FOR RECENT MEMBERS (Who Joined 

— -g-T97gy 

For members who joined after the first 
quarter of 1978, it might come as a 
temporary shock when you are billed for 
1979 dues in January, rather than twelve 
months after you initially joined. Sec- 
tion policy for some years has been to 
charge a full year's dues for the partial 
year in which a member first joins, then 
give credit for a partial year's dues 
during the next year. For example, if 
you paid a |10 membership in July, 1978, 
your 1979 dues will be $5, payable in 
January. Be sure to remind us of this 
when you send in your dues. 
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CLUB DIRECTORS MEETING 


(Bardwell Hotel, Oct. 28, 1978) 


1 The Me in Club's financial status has 
taken a downward turn during 1978 dua 
to increased costs (postage, Social 
Security) and lower than-antlcipated 
income (especially At Large dues), four 
proposals for increasing income were 
submitted. 

A. Begin annual solicitation of funds 
from At Large and Section Members. 

B. Establish and solicit special non- 
voting membership categories (e.g., 
corporate donors). 

C. Establish an additional outlet for 
sale of GMC publications (Contem- 
porary Sports, Inc.). 

D. Establish a committee for exploring 
the advisability of accepting paid 
advertising in GMC publications. 

Item A was passed 13-12. The Killington 
Section had objected since Main Club soli- 
citations could drain contributions from 
our Section i contributions in excess of 
dues are Just about the only way our Sec- 
tion can keep income slightly ahead of 
expenses, and build up the Kirk Trail 
fund to provide long range stability for 
Trails A Shelters funding. 

Items B, C, and D were also approved, 
with appropriate safeguards to prevent 
abrupt changes in Club direction. 

2. A position statement on Rare II ("Wilder- 
ness*) was approved, which essentially 
reaffirmed the 1977 GMO position printed 
in the last Smoke and Blazes. (To sum- 
marize, we endorse well-controlled multi- 
ple usage.) The final statement limited 
itself to the three proposed Wilderness 
areas that would affect the Long Trail. 
This statement will be sent to the Forest 
Service and to our confressmen. 

J. Field programs were well-managed, effec- 
tive, and held to tight budget control. 
Harry Peet, who leads this program, would 
like to have our trained field people 
play more of a role in leading or train- 
ing local Section work parties in order 
to preserve the volunteer nature of the 
GMC. He will try to contact Section 
presidents in late fall/early winter. 

4. Future events (to be reported in future 
Long Trail News). 

a. Ski Day at Stowe (Trapp Lodge) an 
Jan. 28. 


Peg* 5 


b. Winter Outing, Mar. 3*4. 

c. Annual Meeting, May 26, to be hosted 
by the Burlington Section, Old Lan- 
tern Inn, Charlotte, Vt. 

d. GMC Summer Expedition to Scotland, 
Wales (JBOO); 10 day trip. 

e. Autumn Intersectional Weekend 
Outing, Sept. 21-23i at Lincoln 
(same location as last fall-beau- 
tiful!) 

3* It was proposed that the GMC host the 
Appalachian Trail Conference in 1965* 
This will be discussed further at the 
next Main Club Directors meeting at 
Stowe, Jan. 27, 1979. 

6. An excellent audio-visual program on 
Mount Mansfield and the GMC has been 
prepared by free-lance photographer 
Louis Boire} these slides were pre- 
pared at no cost to GMC and will be 
offered to Sections, schools, etc., 
at minimal deposit. 

7. The Killington Section received two 
certificates of recognition for land- 
owner relations and the 1977 Inter- 
sectional. 


POT LUCK SUPPER AT TALL TIMBERS 


by Churchill Scott 
November 18, 1978 

The annual covered dish supper has 
come and gone again with the smallest 
group ever. Oily seven attended, but 
what we lacked in quantity we made up 
for in quality. Steaming hot lasagna, 
delectable escalloped potatoes, crisp 
macaroni and raisin salad, Jello, and 
cookies, plus lots of good, hot coffee, 
tea, or hot chocolate by a nice, warm 
Franklin stove. 

Following the supper Craigue showed 
us old-time photos, via magic lantern, 
of Killington Section activities dating 
way back to the 1920's and ' 30 ' a. 

Once again the section is grateful 
to Craigue and Mary for their hospital- 
ity, but it is too bad Craigue had to 
give up a whole day to split wood, 
build fires to keep the field house 
warm, and show photos to only six people. 

The Outing Committee will have to 
take a long hard look to see what should 
be scheduled in the future. 
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1978 KILLINOTON S8CTI0N FINANCES -W. Churchill 3cott, Secretary-Treasurer 

In 1978, Section due* were relied to e level that was intended to cover normal 
operating expenses, plus provide a (very) few extra dollars. We did exactly as 
advertized. Following la a breakdown of expenditures vs. income through Novem- 
ber 1978, given in the same format as last year's dues proposal. Not included 
are expenditures/income for Guidebooks, and special gifts for the Kirk Fund end 
the Cooper Lodge caretaker. We are trying to get financial aupport from local 
corporations for the Cooper Lodge caretaker; if we don't succeed, our Section's 
support will again be reassessed at the Annual Meeting. As for the Kirk Fund — 
we must try to get more contributions and/or raise money in other ways so that 
our Section will have a continuing source of trail maintenance income i if you 
can spare a few extra dollars with your 1979 dues, please aupport this worthy cause. 


Basic Killington Section expenses Average 

, previous A years 

1978 

1. 

Trails A shelters 

175 

159.12 

2. 

"Smoke A Blazes" 

11 A 

< D 195.00 

5. 

Outings (Schedules, food, coffee, etc.) 

115 

© A7.7A 

A. 

Postage, telephone, secretary's expenses 

8A 

© 50.55 

5. 

Miscellaneous (Annual meeting, etc.) 

20 

22.50 




A5A.69 

*£! 

snses related to Main Olub 



1. 

Dues (86 adults, 16 juniors ) (^ 

500 

282 

2. 

Caretaker at Cooper Lodge 

150 

(3) -0- 




282.00 



Operating expenses 

- 716.69 


(J) Postage went down because we include the schedules in Smoke & Blazes, 
rather than mailing them individually. This helps soften the blow 
of "SAB* increased costs. 

@ After this ye3r, family juniors won't pay Main Club dues. (This was the 
number of members when dues were paid.) 

( 2 ) In 1978, paid by gift of Frank Bequaert. 


Income from dues t 

1. 61 adults • $10 ♦ 10 spouses 4 $8 

2. 28 senior citizens 4 $4.50 

5. 5 Juniors 0 $1.75 ♦ 15 family Juniors • $1 


776.75 


656.50 
/f\ 122.00 
18.25 


/l\ A few memberships were sent in before dues increase was voted in. 
We let these go -maybe we shouldn't have. 


PLEASE TEAR OPP AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BEL CM 


KILLINQTCN SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Olub. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. 

My dues and effort s aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name (a) 

W. Churchill Scott, Seo./Treas. 

152 Maple Street 
Rutland , VT 05701 


Address 


ANNUAL DUES 


Adults $10.00 Spouse 6.00 

family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 4.50 

•Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters fund in the amount of . 

THANK YOU I 


HIKERS REMEMBER! 


NEW MEMBERS 


Tell your spouse, friend, neighbor, 
or parent where you are hiking and when 
you are leaving for your hike. 

If you are using your car, leave a 
note that can be seen by anyone fron 
outside your car with the above infor- 
mation. If your oar is not used remind 
the driver of this safety measure. 


POR SALE 

Pair of new (never worn) Raichle hiking 
boots, size 6fc. Color, fawn brown with 
steel shank and toes. Make me a reason- 
able offer. Tel. 775-*895 


Berezin, Iris 

Oaddell, Ralph 
Cioffredi, Peg 
Elwert, Prod 


P.C. Box 59 
Hartland Pour Comers 
VT 05049 

R.D. #2 

Poultney, VT 0576* 

167 Lincoln Ave. 
Rutland 05701 

19 Crescent St. 
Rutland 05701 


Luckman, Susan 25 Kelly Rd. 

Cambridge MA 02158 
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DON'T FORGET TO FILL OUT AND MAIL IN 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CN THE OPPOSITE SIDE I 




| ANNUAL MEETING! SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 1979 
7 i JO P.M. in meeting room at Pleaaant Manor 
Nursing Home, 46 Nichols Street 



Parking lot between the two 
buildings; meeting (dining) 
room is downstairs in buil- 
ding on the left (northern- 
most building). **•**•»••* 
Jnods^ ^ Special Item for Oonsidera- 
r tion « Suggested scheduling 

of annual meeting at later 
date (March or April) when wea- 
ther less likely to cause travel 
% difficulties. Date change will 
require a change in by-laws and a vote of 
members present at the meeting. 


W«s<- 5h- 



CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA 


To please your hiker friend or relat 
give him or her a 1977 edition of Guide 
Book of the Long Trail or a copy of 
Day hUcoFT Qulae~o Vermont , each 15 .50 
for GMC members. 

Also available are Killington Section 
"rocker" patches for pack or sleeve at 
50 cents each. 

These may be obtained from Churchill 
Scott or Carl Schmidt. 


; 1 ”' 


SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR 3MCKE AND BLAZES READERS I 



GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
KILLINQTCN SECTION HIKE SCHEDULE 
WINTER 1979 


All hiker* meet *t Main Street Park near Koltonakl Fire Station on the day 
and hour listed. For more information, contaeti Carl Schmidt, President, 

73 Edgerton Street, 773-6990) Raymond Catozzi, Viee-Pres., 103 Bellevue Avenue, 
773-3006) or W. Churchill Scott, Sec. -Trees., 132 Maple Street, 775-5720. 


JAN. 14 (SUN.), 10»00 A.M. 
3 miles 


JAN. 20 (SAT.), 7i30 P.M. 


JAN. 27 (SAT.), 9i00 A.M. 
5 miles 


FEB. 11 (SUN.), 9iOO A.M. 
2.5 - 3 niloa 


FEB. 24 (SAT.), 1»30 P.M. 
3 miles 


KAR. A (SUN.), 8 i 50 A.M. 


QUARTERLINE ROAD (near Rutland) Snowshoe and ski. 
Variable mileage with many possible side trips. 

Suitable for older children. Harold Rogers 775-4471 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETINO To be held this 
year in the meeting room at Pleasant Manor Nursing 
Home, 46 Nichols Street. (See page 8 for map.) 

We urge all who can to attend as there will be many 
important issues to discuss. Refreshments served. 

PICO PEAK A moderately difficult snowshoe hike 
with a 1500 ft. elevation gain on a well packed 
section of the Long Trail. Hiking to Pico Camp 
(no stove). Rob Carey, 773-7076 

SHREWSBURY AREA Easy to moderate snowshoe and ski 
tour with optional side trips. Suitable for ohildren 
who can cross-country ski. Carl Schmidt, 773-6990 

SUGAR CN SNOW AND PINE HILL SKI TOUR The annual 
sugar on snow party at the Unitarian-Universal ist 
Church will be combined with a ski tour which will 
follow a trail, described in the OMC Day Hiker's Guide , 
passing by Rocky and Muddy ponds and ending at l he 
Country Olub. Bring your supper and hot soup will be 
served at a small eharge. Top it off with sugar on 
snow for dessert, ski tour» Harold Rogers, 775-4471 
sugar on snowi Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

O.M.C. DAY AT BLUEBERRY HILL, GOSHEN The fourth 
annual G.M.C. Day at Blueberry, sponsored by the 
Breadloaf Section. Look forward to a day of cross- 
country ski instruction, home-made soup, and skiing 
on the trails at Blueberry Hill, all at unusually low 
rates. Equipment may be rented there. 

Nancy Schmidt, 773-6990 


MAR. 11 (SUN.), 9«00 A.M. 

MAR. 24 St 25 (SAT.A3UN. ) 
4 miles 9t00 A.M. 


MYSTERY HIKE Easy to moderate snowshoe or ski tour 
of variable mileage. Joan Sibley, 492-3553 

BROMLEY SHELTER OVERNIGHT Bring your snowshoe* or 
skis for this backpack trip. 

Rachael Charland 775-4893 


BRINO LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED) WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE 
IS CONSIDERABLE DRIVING DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 


K1LTTNGT0N SECTION, GMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 
JUTLAND, VERMONT 05ZOI] 



Kr . &Mrs . Craigue Perkins 
Tall Timber 

c/o Woodstock Stage 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
by W. Churchill Scott 

On January 20, 1979 the annual 
meeting of the Killlngton Section of 
the Green Mountain Club was held at 
the Pleasant Manor Nursing Home. 

There were about 50 people 
present, but we feel the very poor 
forecast of snow, sleet and freezing 
rain kept many at home. 

The Secretary's and Treasurer's 
reports were read and aocepted. 

President Carl 3c'nmidt explained 
our financial standing, which is 
encouraging, by using a flip chart. 

Likewise Ray Catozzi used a 
large scale map to outline the work 
done on trails and shelters during 
the past year — a new outhouse at 
Sunnyside, relocation north of Hermit 
Spring and a re-route flagged north 
of Lower Cold River Road. Ray ex- 
pressed appreciation to all who 
helped. 

The main speaker of the evening 
was Preston Bristow, Vermont's 
Appalachian Trail representative, 
formerly assistant to the Executive 
Director of the Green Mountain Club. 
Preston gave an excellent presentation 
of the Appalachian Trail Bill, its 
history, implementation and the current 
status of his work with landowners. 
Following his talk Preston conducted a 
question and answer period regarding 
the A.T. and landowner concerns. The 
Killington Section is doing well in 
this area. 

A by-law change was proposed to 
hold the annual meeting in April, 
possibly on the third Saturday, to be 
assured of better weather for out of 


town members to attend. (A number 
of other sections meet in March or 
April.) This proposal was favored 
by a large majority. 

The George L. Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund was discussed. It is 
doing very well. Nancy Schmidt made 
a large, interesting display of 
clippings, articles and mementos of 
Mr. Kirk. Mrs. George Kirk spoke 
of methods to inform more people 
and organizations about the fund. 

The following officers were 
chosen i 

President - Carl Schmidt 

Vice President - Raymond Catozzi 

Secretary-Treasurer - 

W. Churchill Scott 

Board of Directors - 
Joseph Dicton, Sr. 

Carl Schmidt 

Harold Rogers, each for three 
year terms 

Roma Pulling, two year term 

Roma will finish the term of 
Jean Berger who regretfully resigned 
because of her retirement and extensive 
travel opportunities. Good luck to her I 

Joseph Dicton, Sr. agreed to be 
Trails and Shelters Chairman with his 
son Joseph, Jr. as his assistant. 
Initially they will be working with 
present chairman Ray Catozzi. 

A new K.S. brochure was discussed 
and planned. 

Rachael Charland outlined the 
outings for the past year, asking for 
suggestions of new areas to visit. 

She also proposed a complete meal at 
the time of the sugar on snow party. 
Let's think about this more. 

Carol Chapman thanked everyone for 
their help on Smoke and Blazes in 
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preparation and mailing. It helps 
very much to have so many offers 
of assistance. 

We extend our thanks to the 
folks at Pleasant Manor for a 
convenient meeting room and to 
all those who brought the delicious 
refreshments. 


BRIEF NOTES CN DIRECTORS 1 MEETING 

The Directors' meeting of the 
GMC Main Club was held at the Trapp 
Family Lodge on January 27th, 1979 
with a very small attendance, pos- 
sibly 55 members. 

President Joe Frank stated that 
Form #1025 has been submitted to the 
IRS, making application for Tax 
Exemption and he especially thanked 
John Keyes for all of the work he did 
on this application. If the GMC were 
to obtain the tax exemption, it could 
mean lower postal rates. 

The Killingtcn Section was com- 
mended on its relationship with 
landowners in the area. Sections are 
not to sign any land agreements with 
landowners. 

Two new sections are being formed, 
Montreal and Woodstock. Joe Frank will 
MC an international meeting in Montreal 
soon. 

The response for a Winter Survival 
Trip to be led by Don Wallace has been 
very high in numbers. The 24 members 
to be screened and selected by Don will 
be receiving a letter from him soon. 

A letter received by some section 
members from Dorothy Knight concerning 
a full week for the Intersectional 
gathering instead of a weekend was read 
at this meeting. She is to be invited 
to the May Directors' meeting to offer 
her proposal as to her findings. 

Comments are requested from the 
sections concerning the GMNF standards 
for signs. All comments in letter form 
are to be directed to Harry Peet in 
care of the Montpelier GMC office. 

A great deal of time was given to 
the proposal that the GMC consider 


advertising in the Long Trail News . 

Four directors, of which two were 
KS members, were against the proposal. 
However, the majority wanted to try 
advertising in the newsletter. Much 
debate was given over to the question 
of how much, how often and what type 
should be considered. An Advertising 
Editor must be appointed by the Board 
for this venture. It should be noted 
that the Killington Section is 
considering advertising in Smoke and 
Blazes . 

Harry Peet did announce that 
there will be a Trails and Shelters 
Workshop to be held at Tamarack. More 
details will be forthcoming. 

ADOPT-A-SHKLTBR PROGRAM is to be 
re-activated. Harry is asking for 
responses from the sections concerning 
this program. 

A newly designed End-to-End 
certificate is now available. Those 
who have an old one and would like a 
copy of the new certificate should 
enclose $2.00 and make their request 
tot GMC Inc., Box 889 1 Montpelier, Vt. 
05602. 

Carol Chapman was elected a new 
member of the Bid-to-End Committee. 

Betty Staek has moved from the State 
of Vermont. We will miss Betty's will- 
ingness to help us whenever called upon. 
Safe hiking, Betty. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rachael W. Charland 


KIRK FUND GROWING 

Certificate of Deposit 5/1/79 $1088.02 

90 Day Notice Account 5/1/79 $1855.77 

Since January 1, 1979 we have re- 
ceived $64 5.59 in gifts to the George 
L. Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 

On March 51, 1979 we will be able 
to purchase a second $1000 six year 
certificate of deposit and be well on 
our way to a third one before the end 

of 1979. 
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* AKER PEAK 

l y Churchill Scott 
I ecember 2, 1978 

All of the conditions for this early 
vinter End-to-Fnd hike were perfect. Af- 
• er having visions of parking at the Sil- 
ver Bridge with our hiking distance in- 
creased bv two miles, we discovered little 
enough snow so that we could drive to the 
.rail crossing at the ^10 - Black Branch 
!oad. 

A short rest and lunch stop at Big 
Iranch Shelter was enjoyed before looking 
>ver the original Mt. Tabor-Land grove 
pre-1927 flood) Road and waterwheel and 
liill site. This would be a good overnight 
itoo. 

Hiking over the bridee and ud an easy 
p-ade with deeoer snow eave us a eood appe- 
tite at I.ost Pond Shelter. Bv the time 
re arrived at Baker Peak the northwest wind 
res very strong and cold, blowing away the 
•louds, so eood views were had of the 
^dirordacks, Taconics, and Green Mountains. 

Ben's bad weather by-^ass was used by 
icveral of us for the ice, snow and wind 
rere very bad over the ledges on the Desk, 
'hese conditions also caused a big dis- 
cussion over which trail to use on the 
lescent. Due to the late hour we chose 
the Baker Peak Trail, but still we seemed 
to live up to the reputation that most of 
>ur Fnd-to-End hikes finish in almost total 
iarkness. A good hike, a good day, and 
snjoyable companions. 


iOONLIGHT HIKE TO SUNNYSIDE SHELTER 
jy CarliSchmidt 
December 16, 1978 

Twenty people turned out for the Moon- 
Light Hike, though the moon didn't appear 
from behind the clouds until after the 
like began. Going into Sunnyside Shelter 
1+ was a bit cloudy, but the return hike 
res by full, beautiful moonlight. 

Since the snow was not suitable for 
skis or snowshoes, we all went in by foot, 
accompanied by a sled, which some o f the 
younger hikers used for a bit. Youngest 
likers were Charles and Ellen Schmidt, 
sges 3 and 6, and Greg Crowther, age 5. 

All three proved to be good hikers and 
showed enthusiasm worthy of experienced 


hikers r or the cocos and especially the 
goro which Rob Carey provided. All those 
present enjoyed the closed shelter with 
its warm wood stove. 

SAD SEQUEL TO THE MOONLIGHT HIKE REPORT 

February 11, 1979 

Ski and Snowshoe Cuting 

The February 11 outing scheduled for 
the Shrewsbury area was shifted to Sunny- 
side because the trails in the Shrewsbury 
area had been heavily used by loggers. 

That Sunday was a bitterly cold day (ss 
had been the whole week), but Rob Carey 
and hike leader Carl Schmidt braved the 
sub-zero temperature since the sun was 
shining. 

On arriving at Sunnyside, they **ound 
to their dismay that the new outhouse, 
constructed just last spring, had been 
completely demolished end used for fire- 
wood in the shelter’s wood stove. F rom 
the signs and evidence, it could only have 
happened within the t.wo or thr°e davs be- 
fore Rob and Carl were there; the neonle 
who used the outhouse to warm themselves 
in tf-e shelter were not skiers, snowshoers, 
or snowmobllers ; there were onlv boot 
prints around the shelter. Even more dis- 
couraging is the fact that the spring out- 
house-building and trail work, which re- 
ceived such excellent publicity in the 
Rutland Herald , was necessary because two 
sides of the ola outhouse had been ripped 
off for firewood the winter before. 

While we know that Sunnyside, an all- 
too-accessible enclosed shelter with a 
stove, is much used by non-hikers who are 
simply having parties of some sort, such 
wanton and rapid destruction of Trail pro- 
perty is most depressing. The Killington 
Section Board of Directors will consider 
the problem of misuse of the shelter, and 
whether or not to replace the outhouse, at 
its next meeting. 

PTNNEY HOLLOW, PLYMOUTH, VT. 
by Churchill Scott 
December 10, 1978 

An unscheduled, impromptu hike attract- 
ed five hikers who made a special trip to 
the p orester's Headouarters at the old C.C.C. 
Camp at °lymouth. 

The cottage provided a very eood base 
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for our lunch after skiing about tvo miles 
up the Whitstone Brook Road and making a 
swift downhill return run. 

Churchill stayed by the fire to keep 
the pot warm while the rest, Rob Carey, 

Rae '"’harland, and Mr. Ar Mrs. Rosenthal 
made a second run. 

QUARTFRLTNF RO>D, CSHTFR RUTLAND ARFA 
by Churchill Scott 
January 14, 1979 

Despite the steady rain and absence of 
the coffee not, eight hardy souls gathered 
for the Quarterline Road Outing. This 
road at the parking ere8 was a sheet of 
ice. The snow conditions were not sticky 
but mostly granular end, thank goodness, 
snov did not. build up on the skis or snow- 
shoes. 

Jim, r hurohill, and hike lead*>~ Harold 
Rogers used snowshoes, while Karen TTnsworth, 
her friend, Lisa Bianchi, and Barbara, 
Dorothv, and Arnold Rosenthal used skis. 

Shortly after Harold le't to return to 
his ear, we ate a quick lunch on an un- 
plowed section of the road. Continuing on 
'or the longest half mile all day, we hit 
the old abandoned Town Road leading to the 
east. Here the skiers were right at home 
for after a short easy downhill run it 
became a steeper descent. But all the 
turns and bumps were maneuvered with a 
minimum of falls. 

Harolo drove his csr around to the 
Creek Road, walked up to meet the rest 
and transported all eight back to the 
starting point where once again a lot of 
pushing 8nd shoveling was needed to get 
headed 'or home. 

At lunch the blue sky end sunshine 
appeared for a short time, then rain again. 
For wildli'e we saw only a nair of deer 
tracks and a few chickadees. 

PICO ppAK SNCVRFC 1 ? 
bv Rob Carev 
January 2 7 , 1979 

Churchill Scott, A1 and Roma Pulling 
and myself were Joined at Sherburne Pass 
by Kevin Smyth. In soite o' the recent 
warm weather end rsin at the lower eleva- 
tions, the snow proved to be excellent for 
snowsboeing. It was neither crusty, icy, 
nor slushy. We soon discovered that one 


person had been up several days be 'ore 
us. There was some snow on his tracks, 
but the broken trail made the trip much 
easier. 

We made good time to °ico Camp, where 
we had an unpleasant surprise. The door 
was completely off of 'its hinges, and 
partially broken. The heavy plastic that 
Ray Catozzi and I had put in was complete- 
ly gone. It looked like it had been cut 
out. 

Since the stove had been removed two 
years ago, we he ated water on a variety 
of backpacking and sterno stoves. After 
a relaxed lunch we made an uneventful but 
very enjoyable hike down. 

PINF HILT, - NORTHWEST CF RUTLAND 

by Harold Rogers 
February 24, 1979 

A'ter waiting hoce'ully an extra few 
minutes at the fire station, we drove to 
the Rutland Country Club gol' course. 

We had honed that even though the heaw 
rain was very discouraging in the morninp 
that others would change their minds and 
come along. 

The conditions were not good for snow- 
sboeing but about average for skiing. 
Rachae] Charland end Jim Frink snowshoed 
while Churchill Scott and I were on skis. 

We left the golf course and proceeded 
west up Pine Hill to Muddy Pond (about 
one mile), then south to Oak Street, and 
then back northeast to the golf course. 

It aid not rain but the weather was 
warm and cloudy. 

WARMFR WEATHER AT LAST (OR, MA.THE THF 
GRQTTNDHOG WAS RIGHT AFTFR AIL^ 

by Nancy Schmidt 

Pine Hill Ski Tour, February 24, 1979 
Sugar-on-Snow Party, r ebruary 24, 1979 
GM r Day at Blueberry Hill, March 4, 1979 

A'ter weeks of bone-chilling cold, the 
weather warmed a bit starting on r ebruarv 
20, and continued warming. It was raining 
lightlv the dav of the Pine Hill outing, 
which made 'or a small turnout. We gather 
there are lots o' good trails in that area 
so we hone we can schedule another outing 


:here soon. 

The Sug?r-on-Snow oarty also had a 
3raller turnout than usual; this may have 
reen caused in pert by its being scheduled 
on the Saturday of winter school vacation 
week. Janet Martin, as usual, presided 
over the kitchen and provided the delicious 
dessert. Those of us who took supper 
sandwiches to eat beforehand with the soup 
provided at the church enjoyed doing it 
as a supoer event. Those who came later 
just for sugar on snow enjoyed it just as 
much as the rest of us, I'm sure. 

The continuing warmer weather and rain 
reduced the Killinpton Section's attendance 
at the Blueberrv Hill r jM r Dav to about half 
a dozen. Morning skiing was nice (with 
klister), but bv after-n^o" + he sun and 
t#>mrv=rature combined to make it. slower 
going. Nonetheless, our thanks to the 
Hrerdlopf Section r or arranging tb is 
annual event. We look r orward to it, and 
to better weath°r r or it, nert veer. 


LEMON CAKE 


By special request Shirley Reynolds 
shares her recipe for the delicious cake 
she brought to the Annual Meeting. 

1 package lemon cake mix 
(Duncan Hines is best) 

1 package lemon jello 
1 cup boiling water 

4 egg* 

5/4 cup salad oil 
pinch of salt 

Dissolve jello in boiling water, 
let cool. Add jello to the other in- 
gredients combined. Beat two minutes 
at medium speed. 

Pour into greased 9**15" cake pan 
and bake at 550 F. for 55 to ^0 minutes. 

While still warm prick with fork 
or toothpick and spoon glaze made of 
Juice of 1 lemon and £ cup of sugar 
over surface of the cake. 
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 

This will be the last Smoke and 
Blazes mailed to the 1978 KS member- 
ship list. After April 1st dues 
notices will be sent cut. The 1979 
membership roster will be printed in 
the June issue of Smoke and Blazes . 

Beginning this year we will lose 
one member on the Board of Directors 
of the Main Club, unless we have 1^1 
members . 

Membership over the last five 
years is compared below. 



1975 

1976 1977 

1978 

1979 

Adult 

25 

25 

5* 

25 

54 

Spouse 

9 

7 

11 

6 

8 

Senior 

15 

14 

20 

7 

20 

Life 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Junior 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Family 

Jr. 9 

8 

9 

9 

15 


5 * 

5? 

75 

50 

77 

•As of 

March 1st 

each 

year. 




REUNION AT WILGU3 STATE PARK 

On the weekend of May 4-6 the 
Killington Section would like to in- 
vite to a reunion all of Ben Rolston's 
friends and co-workers who helped him 
establish the Long Trail over Baker 
Peak and erect the Lost Pond Shelter. 

Ben has suggested we can use the 
facilities at Wilgus State Park, 

Aseutney, Vermont and at the same time 
assist Dorothy and him in getting the 
park ready for opening day. 

Canoeing on the Connecticut River 
and a sunrise hike to the Pinnacle are 
other activities that may be enjoyed. 

The section will furnish hot drinks. 


BROMLEY SHELTER OVERNIGHT 

Don't forget this outing listed 
in the last issue of Smoke and Blazes . 

It will bo held on Saturday and Sunday, 
March 24 and 25. Bring your snowshoea 
or skis for this backpack trip. For 
more information call R. Charland 5» 
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PLEASE TEAR OFF AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELOW 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and 3M0KE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. 

My dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec./Treas. 

152 Maple Street 
Rutland , VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $10.00 Spouse 6*00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65 ) 4.50 

•Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 


I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 


THANK YOU I 



LIVEN UP YOUR DOWN 

Have you tried NU-DOWN, the con- 
centrated bio-degradable detergent for 
washing down sleeping bags and garments T 

Nancy Schmidt highly recommends 
this product which she has used on 
sleeping bags, pillows and down 
garments. Nancy finds it more satis- 
factory than dry cleaning as it 
increases the loft of the down. 

A one ounce tube, which costs 
under $5*00 can be used to launder 
two sleeping bags. NU-DOWN is 
availsble in Burlington at Eastern 
Mountain Sports, Inc. or may be 
ordered through their mail order 
house in Peterborough, N.H. 0J458. 


TREASURER'S REPORT 
KILLINGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC 


Balance - 1/1/78 $ 811.07 

INCOME - DUES 794.25 

GIFTS - ($150.00 to Cooper Caretaker) 

($727.00 to 3. L. Kirk T. S S. Fund). . . . 877.00 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 78.10 

SALE OF G.M.C. GUIDE BOOKS 51.90 

INTEREST 25.10 

SALE OF PATCHES 10.10 

WORK PARTY REBATE 48 

SALE OF HERB OGDEN POSTER 10 

TOTAL $1,637. Cl 

EXPENSES - TRANSFERED TO G. L. Kirk T. 6 S. Tund 727.00 

PAID TO MAIN G.M.C. CLUB 584.23 

SMOKE AND BLAZES 244.77 

1977 G.M.C. INTERSECTIONAL 125.00 

SHELTERS 97.64 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 73.95 

OUTINGS 49.62 

TRAILS 46.74 

SECRETARY’S EXPENSES 30.63 

POSTAGE 25.41 

TRUSTEE'S MEETING 18.50 

ANNUAL MEETING 13.-2Q 

TOTAL $2,036.69 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

W. CHURCHILL SCOTT, TREAS. 

REPORT OF GEORGE L. KIRK TRAILS AND SHELTERS FUND 


$1, 000-SIX YEAR CERTIFICATE $1000.00 

PURCHASED 1/31/1978 

INTEREST 74.30 

BALANCE 12/31/1978 $1074.30 

90-DAY ACCOUNT-BALANCE 1/1/78 $ 909.80 

WITHDRAWAL TO PURCHASE $1000 CERTIFICATE- 465.68 

BALANCE 2/2/1978 $ 444.12 

GIFTS TO FUND 727.00 

INTEREST 40.00 

BALANCE 12/31/1978 $1,211.12 


BALANCE 12/31/78 $ 611.46 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
KILLINGTON SECTION HIKE SCHEDULE 
SPRING 1979 SUMMER 


All hiker* meet *t Main Street Park near Koltonaki Fire Station on the day 
and hour listed. For more information, contact i Carl Schmidt, President, 

7J Edgertcn Street, 775-6990; Raymond Catozzi, Vioe-Pres., 105 Bellevue Avenue, 
775-5006; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 152 Maple Street, 775-5720. 

APR. 7 (Sat.) 9«00 A.M. MOSCOW PCND Near Bomoseen State Park. Great views. 
1 - A miles EASY Churchill Scott 775-5720 


APR. 21 


APR. 28 
MAY 4-6 


(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M 

(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M 

(Fri.) 

6:50 P.M 

(Sat. 4 

Sun. ) 


WORK PARTY Location to be announced. 

Rain Date; APR. 22 Ray Catozzi 775-JOO 6 

Joe Dicton ll^-hkh6 

WORK PARTY Location to be announced. 

Rain Date: APR. 29 Same leaders as above. 

BEN R0L3T0N REUNION Wilgus State Park, Weathersfield 
Bring food and sleeping gear. Open-faced shelters. 
Sunrise hike to Pinnacle Sat. A.M. led by R. Charland. 
Canoeing, swimming. Chairman: W.C. Scott 775-5720 


MAY 12 (Sat.) 9:00 A.M. WORK PARTY Location to be announced. 

Rain Date: MAY 15 R. Catozzi 4 J. Dicton 775-^46 

MAY 19 A 20 (Sat. 4 Sun.) END-TO-HIKE - KELLEY STAND to Prospect Rock 
15 mi. 8:00 A.M. Camp at N. Bourne Pond. MODERATE 

Churchill Scott 775-5720 


MAY 26 4 27 (Sat.ASun.) OREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB ANNUAL MEETING Charlotte, Vt. 

Make early reservations I See GMC Inc. in ACTION I 


JUNE 9 (3at. ) 8:00 A.M. RCTJTE #125 TO SUCKER BRCCK SHELTER 

5.4 mi. A moderate hike. Rachael Charland 775-^695 


JUNE 17 (Sun.) 9:00 A.M. 

3 Ml. 


OL' BALDY MOUNTAIN Bridgewater. New trail approach 
to a favorite KS hike Carol Chapman 775“55^5 


JUNE 25 (Sat.) 9:00 A.M. 

5 mi. 

JULY 4 (Wed.) 10:00 A.M. 

2 mi. 


AMITY PCND NATURALIST AREA near Pomfret 
EASY Mauri Winturri and Roma Pulling 775-6997 


KS HOLIDAY PICNIC AT SILVER LAKE 

Bring lunch and bathing suit. EASY More info, later. 


BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED; WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE 
IS CONSIDERABLE DRIVING DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CMC ANNUAL MEETING 

by Rachael Chari and 
May 26, 1979 

Foul weather did not seem to decrease 
the number of people attending the Annual 
Meeting held this year at the Old Lantern 
in Charlotte, Vt. on May 26th. 

The Burlington Section was this year's 
host and duly welcomed all, as well as 
providing a varied program of hikes and 
sites of interest for those who did not 
particioate in the meetings. 

President Joe Frank asked for a few 
moments of silent prayer for GMC's good 
friend and diligent worker, Minerva Hinchey. 
It was reported that the Killington Section 
will rename one of their shelters the 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter later on this sum- 
mer and all members were invited to attend 
this event. The next edition o r the Guide- 
book will be dedicated to her. 

Executive Director Steve Rice enumera- 
ted the various tvn»s work performed bv 
members o r the GMC sta r t In Montpelier r or 
the benefit o r those who always ask: "What 
do those MPR sta**' workers do?" There is 
enough work being done there to warrant the 
addition of an office manager beginning in 
June . 

Pield Supervisor Harry Peet announced 
that many women were emploved this year in 
the LT Patrols and as caretakers and ran- 
ger-naturalists. A new set of sign stan- 
dards will be drafted by Peet snd presented 
to the club at the next board o r directors' 
meeting. 

Treasurer Preston Bristow announced 
that this was the first year the GMC budget 
has exceeded $100,000! His report was in 
the form of a cash sheet and this will be 
changed in form next year to a balance 
sheet report. 

The proposed amendment to the Articles 
of Association (see May issue of the LT News) 


was passed by GMC members present. 

Section Reports were NOT read but given 
to the Executive Board due to the late 
hour of the Annual Meeting. Rob Carey 
voiced his opinion that this was a very 
important part of the Annual Meeting and 
that he would like to hear the reports 
of the sections read at future Annual 
Meeti ngs. 

The annual allocation of directors un- 
der the present by-laws was discussed with 
regard to obtaining institution and organ- 
ization memberships as well as obtaining 
MORE SECTION MEMBERSHIPS to increase rep- 
resentation ''or t*e 

Dorothy Knight presented the 1979-19^0 
slate of officers as follows: President 

- Douglas James; Vice-Pre3. - James Wil- 
kinson, Jr.; Secretary - Elizabeth C. 
Paulson; Treasurer - Preston Bristow, and 
Auditor - Newell Briggs. 

After lunch the Annual Meeting recon- 
vened and senti on awards were presented 
according to the categories Msted in the 
last LT News . 

The meeting adjourned just in time for 
those members who wished to join the group 
for the Essex Ferrv trip. 

GM r. DIRECTORS ' MEETING 
by Ray Catozzi 
May 26, 1979 

Some highlights of the annual directors' 
meeting which immediately follows the 
Annual Meeting of the general membership 
are as follows: 

— the establishment of two new CMC 
sections called Ottauquechee in Woodstock, 
Vt. and Le Sectione CMC du Montreal, Que- 
bec. So we are now truly an international 
hiking club with a link to American history 
by an "Indian" section. 

— the GMC president's office is now 




Page 2 


filled again b y a Bay Stater, Doug James. 

— GMC now has official IRS tax-exempt 
status which enables anyone raking a con- 
tribution to the section or the main club 
not to worry snymore about its being dis- 
allowed on their income tax deductions. 

Dons tors, line forms on the rivht, '>ur chill 
will take your money; then we can get the 
Kirk Fund up to $5,000 more Quickly. 

— there will be, as reported in the 
LT News, both an intersectional encamoment 
at the usual time at Mt. Norris Scout Re- 
serration in lake Eden, Vt. and an Autumn 
Weekend Outing again at the Mt. Meadows 
Campground near Lincoln, Vt. 

— there is a good possibility, accord- 
ing to Don Wallace, that there will be 
another Winter Weekend in 1980, but in a 
different location. Last March they hiked 
and tented out on the Killington Section of 
the LT near Sunnyside Shelter. 

— the last item of the directors' 
meeting which came ud so late that it wasn't 
even on the agenda, and which directly 
affects Just the Killington Section (along 
with the main club) is a sudden possible 
major relocation of the Long Trail from 
Sherburne Pass south all the way around 
Pico on the westerly side to rejoin the 
present trail south o r Pico. TMs proposal 
was made to the directors by Preston Bristow, 
National Park Service represent 8 tive for AT 
protection, at the request, of the Pico 

Peak Resort Area which has possible long 
range plans of expanding their ski area 
around Pico to the east. Their new area 
would overlao the Long Trail in one or 
mare places for a possible total distance 
of 1/2 mile. 

Steve Rice, GMC executive director, 
made a counter proposal to at least keep 
the trail crossing at the height of land 
in Sherburne Pass, instead of way down the 
highway near Beaver Pond. 

Pico Ski Area wants a decision 
within a month, so the directors voted for 
the proper officers, directors and committee 
men to get together with the ski area 
officials and work soma thing out agreeable 
to all concerned including the Killington 
Section. A KS director (yours truly) has 
requested to be included in any and all 
meetings on this important issue. 


KILLINGTON SECTION CAMPS AT BROMLEY 
SHELTER 

by Rachael Chari and 
March 2U 4 25, 19?9 


Bad weather forecasts did not deter 
four staLwart backpackers from enjoying 
an overnight at Bromley Shelter. The 
four were Bob Carev, Churchill Scott, 

Lex Burton, and Rae W. Charland. Anna 
Nviri and her granddaughter joined the 
foursome en route to the shelter. 

Cars had to be parked at the ski lodgs, 
a - mile away, as the parking lot was not 
plowed out! Additional dry wood was 
hauled via Schmidt's sled. 

Overcast skies even discouraged the 
skiers, so they began leaving the area 
while K.S. members enjoyed their mid-day 
me8l in the 60 degree temperature. Rob 
Carey didn't think there would be enough 
snow for snowshoes so he just hiked along, 
attired in his famous shorts, behind the 
snowshoers until such time as he miscalcu- 
lated the thickness of the snow-covered 
ice over a small stream. THEN A SUDDEN 
ICY FOOTBATH AMID HIS STREAMS O r ENJOfMEN ‘ 
???!!! He was lucky that we didn't have 
far to go to reach the shelter after an 
otherwise delightful snowshoe trip explor- 
ing Bromley trails. 


Very little wood was needed for warmipg 
the shelter as we prepared our evening re 
past. Prior to our evening card games, 
lex prepared some apples for baking atop 
the stove. Needless to say, those tasty 
fruits fortified with chocolate bits, brojra 
sugar and raisins were hastily devoured 
before bedtime. The temnerature of the 
cabin was 90 degrees with windows and doo:' 
open! Rain battered the roo f for a few 
minutes late Saturday evening (guess who 
bet it wouldn't rain?), but sunshine gre# 
ed us for Sundav as three of ua took to 
the trail toward Prospect Rock — which 
proves again how changeable Vermont weath4r 
can be ! 
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3 KILLTNGTOV SF'TION WORK PARTIES (A) BIG 

— SuccTs? 

by Ray Satozzi 

Saturday - April 2h - Rte. lhO to Rte. 103 

When our present schedule was set up 
last Februarv no definite plans were made 
as to where to start the '79 season's work, 
but a ski trip bv Pres. Carl Schmidt and 
Rob Carey into Sunnvside soon thereafter 
settled our priorities in a hurry. The 
outhouse at Sunnyside, which a large work 
partv had rehabilitated in April of '78 
(two walls missing), was even more ventila- 
ted after last winter — all I* walls were 
missing this time, and presumed burned in 
the shelter stove. 

So Joe Dicton, Sr., our new Trails and 
Shelters Chairman, got the news, and 
promptly built a complete new one in his 
driveway at home. Made from rough boards, 
except the seat, and completely covered by 
old corrugated sheet metal, it was hauled 
all the way into Sunnyside in Joe's pick- 
up truck, carried by six muscle men up to 
its location behind the shelter, and placed 
over a brand new pit dug by this same 
Killington WPA gang: A1 Pulling, Joe Dic- 

ton, Sr., Joe Dicton, Jr., Rob Carey, Carl 
Schmidt, and Rav Catozzi. It is fervently 
hoped this met.al outhouse will encourage 
the beer Dartiers to look for deadwood r or 
their winter warming. 

That was onlv a part o'* the great 
achievements of the dav. Boy Scout Troop 
#105, with As c t. Scoutmaster Steve Pulling 
8s their leader, was asked to join us in 
clearing trail. Fourteen boys showed up 
at the fire station that morning ready to 
go to work. Steve, son of K.S. members 
Roma and A1 Pulling, took eight boys and 
started clearing trail at the Gorge bridge 
•n Rte. 103 and worked their way to Sunny- 
side in time for a 2:00 P.m* lunch. Chur- 
chill Scott got a much -delayed start from 
Rutland, but headed south from Rte. 103 
and soon caught up with Steve's trail crew. 

The rest of the Scouts went directly 
into Sunnyside with the K.S. shelter crew. 
Under the leadership of Mr. Phil Woodbury, 
four boys headed south from Sunnyside 
clearing trail. After a while they came 
back for lunch but went out again arith 
Churchill and finished clearing all the 
way to the dirt road part of the trail 
north of Rte. 1U0. Two stayed at Sunny- 
side . 

In the meantime, after the new outhouse 


was installed and christened with cere- 
monies, all necessary repairs were made 
on the shelter. Roma Pulling and Pat 
Noves did yard policing and Roma acted as 
o r,, icial photographer. So, we had a good 
productive day with r ive miles of trail 
cleared, a new outhouse installed, 8nd a 
shelter cleaned and repaired and ready for 
summer. 

Saturday - April 28 - Rte. 103 to 
Lower Cold River Road 

Starting at Rte. 103 this day an early 
crew consisting of Carl Schmidt, Joe Dic- 
ton, Sr., Carol Chapman, Rob Carey, George 
Reynolds, and myself headed north to Clar- 
endon Shelter. After leaving Carl and Joe 
st the shelter for cleanup and minor re- 
pairs, the rest of us started clearing in 
a northerly direction towards the Lower 
Cold River Road. Carl and Joe walked back 
out to Rte. 103 a^ter their shelter work, 
and drove around to the lower road to 
start working south to meet us coming 
north. In the meantime they picked up A1 
and Roma Pulling. So we had a sizeable 
group working towards each other. We met 
on the southern end of the new-relocated 
one mile pieee of LT done by the K.S. 
just last fall; and then all walked out 
to the Lower r old River Road! Another 
five miles of trail cleared and blazed, 
the blazing being done by Carol Chapman 
and Soma Pulling. 

Saturday - May 12 - Lower to Upper 
Cold River Road 

Onward we go to the north this dsy 
— - a crew consisting of Joe Dicton, Sr. 
with a chain saw, Joe, Jr., Carl Schmidt, 
A1 4 Roma Pulling, Rob Carey, and myself. 
Today we had a different chore - the job 
of relocating a 3 A mile stretch of trsil 
back to where it used to be along the Cold 
River before landslides washed portions of 
the trail into the river. It was then 
moved up on the flat pine woods and quit* 
a way from the river to make use of wood 
roads. Hull Maynard, who owns the land in 
both locations, asked us if we could relo- 
cate back on the river, and this we did, 
following the old trail, repainting the 
old blazes, and moving away from the river 
and up on the edge of the flat woods only 
where we couldn't get by the landslides, 
which were quite like quicksand and im- 
passable. 
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Joe Dicton's chainsaw made quick work 
of many blowdowns along this relocation 
as well as the regular pieces to the south 
and north. Roma Pulling painted the 
blazes all the way through this 1.6-mile 
stretch between the Lower and Upper Cold 
River Roads. 

Miles cleared ft blazed to date - 10.9. 

Shelters ft outhouses repaired - 2. 

All the officers and directors of the 
K.S. are thankful and appreciative of the 
large worker turnout snd accomclishments 
so far, with a special 3 cheers to TrooD 
*105 o' the Roy Scouts for their tremen- 
dous e'fort. Joe Dicton, I'm sure, in his 
new role as Trails $ Shelters Chairman, 
was glad 'or sll the helping hands so r ar 
this year. 


SAID POND AND MOSCOW PQNP 

by Churchill Seett 
April 7, 1979 

Again we hiked a trail from George 
Pearlstein's Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont 
and it was indeed an enjoyable experience. 

It was a tyDical spring day as we 
drove to the parking area on the Regan 
Road, started walking on the multi-purpose 
trail toward Said (pronounced Si - eed' 
according to some hiker), end oassed over 
the causeway at Glen Lake. 

A nice dry sunny spot was chosen in 
which to leave our gear while we explored 
Moscow Pond. This body of water, high in 
the woods, has very interesting rock for- 
mations and ledges along its eastern 
shore. Ray Catozzi and Jim Frink returned 
via the outlet which droos and tumbles 
over rocks and ledges. 

A'ter lunch we all walked along an old 
logging road, passed by the Scotch Hill 
T rail, stonned at an overlook o' Glen 
Lake and 'inallv arrived at the causeway 
again. 

Back at the parking lot a verv serious 
and heated debate took place concerning the 
length of the hike. The schedule said 
U miles, the leader said 3 miles, but ac- 
tual guidebook figures said 5.5! Oh well, 
it was not too hard. 


WILGUS STATF PARK, BFN ROLSTON REWION 
by Churchill Scott 
May U-6, 1979 

It was very encouraging that a number 
of members came on this weekend Killingtoi 
Section outing. "Sandy" Stare, the Pelen i. 
Bob Attenboro, Ray Secor and his wife, an I 
"Frenchy" Garfield were some of the old- 
timers attending Ben Rolston's reunion. 

Rachel intended to lead a sunrise hiki 
to the Pinnacle on Saturday, but no one 
could be coaxed out o' his warm sleeping 
bag. 


Work was the order o' the dav on Sstu' 1 
dav, raking up the campsites, cutting up 
trees 'elled bv beavers, and nutting in 
place stairs to the boat landing. 

An ejovable walk up the trail to the 
Pinnacle was led by Rae in the a'ternoon. 


Next Ben took us along the Connectlcu' 
River shewing his own nature trail which 
passes by a number of C.C.C. fireplaces 
built in the mid-'30 , s. 


In the evening we were entertained by 
Ben Rolston's slides showing the trail thi 
he constructed from Lost Pond to Baker Pe< 
and Mauri Winturri's slides of the AT and 
LT. 


t 

k 


On Sunday some members left early whi' 
others stayed on to continue the work aro\ 
the camp. 


nd 


LONG TRAIL - GROUT JOB TO PROSPECT ROCK 
by Churchill Scott 
May 19-20, 1979 


Another end-to-end hike has come and 
gone, and once again very few K.S. member! 
Joined in. Rob Carey, Rachael Charland 
and Churchill Scott left early Saturday 
morning, parked a car at the bottom of the 
Rootville Road and continued on to the be- 
ginning o' our hike where the trail crosses 
the Fast Arlington - West Wardshoro Road 
near Orout Job. Would you believe we 'ourd 
snow alongside the road? So, o r course, 
everyone had to pile out, take pictures aid 
make a snowball. 

We began hiking too early to run into 
the Worcester Section members who were 
having a work party in that area but we dii 
hear a chain aaw in the distance and subse- 
quent hikers from the south said they had 
encountered the workers. 
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We lunched at the site of the old 
Willis Ross Shelter and trudged on over a 
great amount of rather wet trail. 

At Bourne Pond Shelter (South) we met 
two parties of hikers before continuing on 
to North Bourne Pond Shelter where we 
spent a very enjovable time near the shore 
so we could look east to Stratton Mountain, 
yet r er enough awav so the spring peepers 
were inaudible. 

The temperature was an even 50 degrees 
with ,1ust enough wind to keen everv black 
r lv and mosquito awav. However, Sunday 
was much warmer and humid. 

Before leaving, we met a man hiking the 
Trail to II. S. b, possibly to Canada. Tn 
time, a f t**r lots of mud and a few detours, 
we reached Douglas Shelter where soon the 
Brattleboro Section arrived to finish re- 
pairing the bunks, changing them f rom wire 
to boards. After discussing whether to 
return by Route 100 or Route 7, we made 
our way down to the Rootville Road and 
home . 

BOOK REVIEW 
by Carol Chapman 

New editions of two unique books for 
anyone interested in identifying Vermont's 
trees and shrubs have just been published 
by the Charles E. Tuttle Comoanv. They are 
The Handbook o r Vermont Trees bv G.P. Burns 
and C.H. Otis and The Handbook of Vermont 
Shrubs and Woody Vines bv L.R. Jones and 
F.V. rtand. 

T w e u andbook o* Vermont "Yees , a guide- 
book to trees in all seasons, is Jilustre- 
ted with line drawings o r leaves, twigs, 
flowers and *Yuit and ohotogvanhs o f bark. 
Nature lovers will welcome the return of 
this easv-toMinderstand , informative vol- 
ume, r irst published by the Agricultural 
Experiment Station at HVM in i9l6. It. is 
available in paperback at Tuttle’s Book- 
store for 45.25. 

A companion volume, The Handbook of 
Vermont Shrubs and Woody Vines contains 
descriptions o f a variety of plants, both 
common and rare, with notes on their edi- 
bility, poisonous nature, legendary pro- 
perties, 8nd ornamental values. Did you 
know how witch-hazel acquired its name? 

"The forked branches of the witch-hazel 
were formerly much used as 'divining rods' 
in searching for hidden springs of water 


or deposits of ore." This well-illustra- 
ted, fact-filled book is available at 
Tuttle's for 43.95. 

HIKE REMINDERS PROM LAST SCHEDULE 

On Saturday, June 23, Roma Pulling and 
Mauri Winturri will lead an essy hike to 
the Amity Pond Naturalist Area near Pom- 
fret. Roma advises wearing footgear suit- 
able ^or wet, ground. 

Celebrate the Fourth of July at Silver 
Lake. Join your K.S. r riends in this 
scenic hiking spot above Lake Dunmore. 
We'll oase the Falls o* Lana en route. 
Bring your lunch and bathing suit. 

HOW TO FIGHT BLACK ^LIES 

A University of Maine entomologist, 
Arthur Gall, says he has come up with a 
new way of fighting black flies which may 
look foolish, but helps prevent bites. 

A reflective hat coated with oil can 
trap many of these irritating insects. 

A white aluminum hard hat or aluminum foil 
taped or stapled over another hat may be 
used. Baby oil, mineral oil, or even 
automotive oil should be applied liberally 
This makes an effective fly catcher which 
should aid the hiker or outdoorsman. 

PEANUT BITTER BARS 

(from Diet for a Small Planet by 
v r a nces Larpe ) 

Mix in bowl: 

1 cup powdered milk 
1 cun shredded cocoanut 
1 cup sesame seed 
1 cup sov protein powder 
In a sauce pan heat carefully: 

1 cun peanut butter 
1 cup honey 

Add the above ingredients and mix well 
Transfer to a cookie sheet, roll out and 
cut while hot. Makes 20 bars. For back- 
packing, wrap individually in wax paper 
and plastic bag. 

— contributed by Rachael Charland 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 

The Killington Section is pleased to 
welcome its two new group members, Spring 
Lake Ranch snd Boy Scout Troop /P105. 



PLEASE TEAR OFF AND RETURN TH* MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELC# 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Olub. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. 

My dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec ./Trees. 

152 Maple Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $10.00 Spouse 8.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 4.50 

•Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 


THANK YOU I 


SPECIAL THANKS TO TROOP #105 


Fourteen Boy Scouts from Troop #105, 
a new Killington Section member, put in a 
busy dav clearing trail at the work party 
on Anril 21st. (See article on work par- 
ties for further details). 

The Club wishes to extend its apore- 
ciation to: 


Matt Ovian 
Matt Malmgren 
Gary Ackerman 
Jeff Gaiko 
Clay Palmer 
Danny Palmer 
Larry Fenn 


David Van Guilder 
Chris Whitehair 
Kevin Gray 
Rick Hedding 
Joe Minard 
Steve Fredette 
Sean Coppinger 


LEAVE NOTHING BUT 
FWTPRINTS ^ 


\ 

Clean woodlands are YOUR responsibility 

/ 

KEEP VERMONT BEAUTIFUL! 


Remove all litter from trails 

Clean campsites 
Always take trash home 


& Steve Pulling, Asst. Scoutmaster 


CMC 

KTLLINOTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP 

ROSTER 

Adams, Martha 

JUNE, 1979 
c/o E. Russell 

Providence, R.I. 02906 

Barber, Mr. tors. David 

33 Thayer St. 
Box 1097 

Middletown Springs, VT 05757 

Bequaert, Frank 

lilt Bertwell Rd. 

Lexington, Mass. 02173 

Berezin, Iris 

Box 59 

Hartland Four Corners, VT 0501*9 

Berg, Anna 

Foot Hill Rd., R.D. 

West Rutland, VT 05777 

Berger, Jean 

Box 03U 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Blaskovich, Mrs. W.J. 

Box 367 

Dearborn, MI 1*8121 

Boy Scout Troop 4*105 

70 Killington Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

(c/a Mr. D. Marquard) 

Bryant, Harriot 

Box 131 

Dorset, VT 05251 

Cnddell, Raloh 

R.D. #2 

Poultney, VT 05761* 

Cahee, Hedrick 

179 Union St. 

Springfield, VT 05156 

Carey, Robert 

Box 391 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Carpenter, Robert 

Perry Lane 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Catozzi, Raymond 

103 Bellevue Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Chapman, Carol 

39 East St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Charland, Rachael 

12S T^ureh St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Cl o^fredl , Per 

167 Lincoln Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Coni on, Georee 

R.D. 4(2 

Rutland, VT 05 7 01 

Crowther, John 

2li9 Lincoln Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05 7 01 

Culvert, Harry 

276 N. Beverwvek Rd. 

Parsippany, N.J. 0705U 

Davis, Mr. Airs. Charles 

Camo Betsy Cox 

Pitts ford, VT 05763 

Day, Mr. /Mrs. Wilma n 

R.D. #1, Box 536 

Springfield, VT 05156 

Dicton, Joseph, Sr. ft Jr. 

Sugarwood Hill Rd. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Eberlin, Joel 

287 Loudville Rd. 

Easthamrton, MA 01027 

Elwert, Cecilia 

Oeneral Delivery 

Londonderry, VT 0511*8 

Elwert, Fred 

19 Crescent St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Fitzgerald, Mr. /tors. Brian 

1200 Woodside Dr., C-lt 

Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

Frank, Joseph 

31 Bilodeau Pkvy. 

Burlington, VT 051*01 

Frink, Helen 

10 Elm St. 

Randolph, VT 05060 

Frink, Jim 

60 Litchfield , Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Kiesel, Peter 

Sugarwood Hill Road 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Kirk, Mrs. George (Dorothy) 

8 E. Washington St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Knipes, Brian 4 Chris 

Box 61 

N. Clarendon, VT 05759 

Knipes, Veda 

Box 123 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Magoon, Paul 

R.D. #1, Box 1*7 5-A 

Springfield, VT 05156 

Maier, Elsie 

280 Fort Washington Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 10032 

Martin, Mr. /Mrs. John 

7 Curtis Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

ft David 

Mausolff, Anne 

R.D. #1 

Chester, VT 0511*3 

Mullin, Ruth (LaBrake) 

Loretto Home 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Newton, Doris 

26 Bout we 11 Road 

Andorer, MA 01810 

Nuffort, John 

1*53 Victor Way 

Wyeko rr t n.J. 071*81 

Nviri, Anna 

167 Stratton Road 

Rutland, VT 05 7 01 

Ogden, Herbert 0., Jr. 

R.D. *2, Bor 269-F 

Laconia, N.H. 0321*6 

Parsons, Carl 

170 Stratton Road 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Perkins, Christopher ft Ralph 

1*1 Waehusetts Ave. 

Shrewsbury, MA 0151*5 

Perkina, Mr. /Mrs. Craigue 

90 Woodstock Stage 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Perkins, Mr. /tors. Robert 

1*118— D Providence Rd. 

Charlotte, N.C. 28211 

Perkins, Vera 

21*2 S. Main St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Perutz, Lottie 

Sawyer Hill Rd. 

Mt. Holly, VT 05758 

Pulling, Mr. Airs. Alfred 

R.D. 4(2 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Randall, Margaret 

R.D. #1 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Reynolds, George 

8 Hillerest Rd. 

Springfield, VT 05156 


KILLINGTCN SECTION MEMBERSHIP POSTER (cont.) 


Rogers, Harold 
Rolston, Ben 
Romeo, John 
Rosenthal, Arnold 4 
Dorothy 

Roulier, Bettina 
Russell, Ellen 
Schmidt, Carl 4 Na»cy 
Charles 4 Ellen 
Schneider, Norman 
Scott, Churchill 4 Kim 
Simonds, William 
Smith, Mr. /Mrs. R. Clark 
Spring Lake Ranch 
(Attn.: Laura Kreidler) 
Unsvorth, Karen 
Valiquette, Thelma 
Valiquette, Anna, John, 
Mary. 4 Thomas 
Walker, ^leanor 
Wallach, Maria 
Weeks, Mr. /Mrs. Lloyd 
Weston, Wilbur 
Whalen, Kathryn 
Wilson, Carleton 
Winturri, Mauri 
Woodbury, Mr. /tors. 0 hilip 
Zedayko, Jane 


223 Adams St. 

Box 196 
39 Wyoming St. 

8 Ford Hill Rd. 

25 Piedmont Pkvy. 

33 Thayer St. 

73 Edgerton St. 

3952 Pine St. 

132 Maple St. 

IP Terrace Hill 
179 Grove St. 

R.D. 

1*5 N. Main St., Apt. 2 
93 Killington Are. 

R.D. #2 

P 7 Baxter St. 

Box 212 
7 Harvard St. 

R.D. *h, Box F" 21 
95 Main St. 

9 Harvard St. 

179 High St. 

Box 53 

32 Washington St. 


Rutland, VT 05701 
Ascutney, VT 05030 
Commack, N.Y. 11725 
Whippany, N.J. 07981 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Providence, R.I. 02906 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Philadelphia, PA 19101* 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Wallingford, VT 05773 
Snring'ield, VT 0515 6 
Aoex, N.C. 27502 
Ludlow, VT 0511*9 
Rutland, VT 05^01 
Fitchburg, MA 011*20 
Perkins vllle, VT 05l5l 
Fair Haven, VT 0571*3 


KIRK FUND 

(as of June 1, 1979) 


$1,000 - Certificate of Deposit - purchased 1/31/78 ....... $1109.77 

$1,000 - Certificate of Deposit - purchased l*/2/79 $1013.1*2 

90-Day Account $ 908.97 



$3,032.16 




GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
KILLINOTON SECTION HIKE SCHEDUIZ 
SUMMER 1*79 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day 
and hour listed. For more information, contact: Carl Schmidt, Pres., 73 Edger- 
ton Street, 773-6990; Raymond Cstozzi, Vice-Pres., 103 Bellevue Avenue, 773-3006; 
or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple Street, 775-5720. 


JULY 6-8 (^ri.-Sun. ) 
15.9 mi. 6:00 °.M. 


JULY 17 (Tues.) 6:00 P.M. 


JULY 29 (Sun.) 9:00 A.M. 
(aDDrox. 3mi.) 


KILLINGTON SECTION OF THE LONG TRAIL 
A challenging hike from Rte. 103 nortn to Route U 
at Sherburne Pass. Two nights and two days back- 
packing past 5 of our 7 shelters and over Kill- 
ington and Pico Peaks. Joint trip with our new 
organization member, Boy Scout Troop #105. 

Ray Catozzi for GMC 773-3006 
Steve Pulling for Scouts 773-6997 

SUPPER HIKE AT WHITE ROCKS PICNIC AREA 
Walk the Cliff side Trail - 1 mile or take the 
trail to the Ice Beds - 2 miles. 

Churchill Scott 775-5720 

MT. HANLEY West Rutland. An easv hike to the 
ridf?e with lockouts over the Castleton Valley. 
Leader to be announced. 


A"G. li (Sat.) 2:00 P.M. 


AUG. 11 (Sat. ) 9:00 A.M. 


DEDICATION O* 1 MTNEP TT A HINCHEY SHELTER 
Sunnyside Shelter will be renamed in honor of 
Minerva Hinchey, corresponding secretary for the 
Main Club for 22 years end K.S. member for many 
years. Ray Catozzi 773-1006 

WORK PARTY from Gov. Clement Shelter north. 

Joe Die ton 775 -Wj1i6 


AUG. 18 (Sat.) 9:00 A.M. 

AUG. 2 5 -SEPT. 3 
(Sat. -Mon. ) 

SEPT. 16 (Sun.) 8:30 A.M. 
SFPT. 21-23 (Fri.-Sun. ) 


LIBERTY HILL Pittsfield - Rochester area. 

Hike an old country road to see some great views. 

Jim Frink 775-U925 

INTERSECTIONAL AT MT. NORRIS BOY SCOUT CAMP 
Eden Mills, Vt. See May issue of LT News for 
further information. 

TACONIC TRAIL An easy hike in the area of the 
Vt.-Mass.-N.Y. border. The hike begins at North 
Pownal and follows the N.Y.-Mass, border. More 
information will be given in the Rutland Herald 

Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

AUTUMN OUTING, MT. MEADOWS CAMPGROUND, LINCOLN, 
VT. - Make early reservations for this repeat 
gathering of all GMC sections during foliage 
season. (Those arriving at night must be there 
before 11:00 P. w .). 


BRING LUNCH "Ntess OTHE»WTS 1! ' TMTiT GATED; WFAR STURDY WATEBPROO* 7 r OOTGEAP AND 
BBING EXTRA r LCTHTNG. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTBISUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE 
IS CONSIDERABLE DRIVING DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 









is 



KILLINGTON SECTION, GMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701 



*&***% 07191331 FORWARD TO 




PERKINS 

* 11Q providence rd id 

CHARLOTTE: NC 28211 


Robert A Thelma Perkins 
1141 Culligan Blvd. 

San Jose, California 95120 
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APPALACHIAN TRAIL PROJECT AND THF 
KILLINGTON SECTION 

On August K, Preston Bristow, former- 
ly assistant director of the CMC, and 
currently representative for the Appa- 
lachlan Trail Con'eren^e and the National 
Park Service, met with the Killington Sec- 
tion board of directors to report on pro- 
gress in securing the Appalachian Trail 
under the recently enacted federal legis- 
lation, and specifically to report on 
possible trail relocations within the 
Killington Section. 

There are four sections of trail 
within the Killington Section that may- 
be affected. From aouth to north, pro- 
posed relocations are: 

(1) Bear Mountain Relocation. The 
proposed trail would be moved west from 
the Bear Mountain Road, go over the sum- 
mit of Bear Mountain, and rejoin the 
present trail nesr the Wallingford/Shrews- 
bury town line. This would provide a 
scenically pleasant trail and remove 
hiker traffic from the houses at the 
junction of Route lljO and the Beer Moun- 
tain Road. 

(2) Cold River Relocation . The pro- 
posed trail would run west and north of 
the current trail, leaving the junction 
of Cold River end Keiffer Roads, follow- 
ing the eastern bank of the Colo River 
and rejoining the trail at the East 
Branch of the Cold River. This would re- 
move the trail from town highway and 
private woods road and make it more 
remote from homes. 


Route 10?, end continue north of the 
existing trail (now in an easterly direct- 
ion) until it rejoins the existing trail 
below the summit of Beacon Hill. 

Note : The trail south from Route 10? 

to the Clarendon Gorge Bridge was tem- 
porarily relocated this summer; the A.T. 
relocation will pretty much follow the 
trail as it is currently re-routed. We 
thank Chuck Wade for the fine job of 
clearing and biasing which he did in the 
Clarendon Gorge area. 

( h ) Little Killington Relocation . 

The proposed relocation would go west of 
the current trail a short distance below 
Governor Clement Lodge, ascend the south 
ridge of Little Killington to the summit, 
and rejoin the trail near Tamarack Shel- 
ter. 

As was mentioned earlier, none of 
these relocations is definite vet. Sec- 
tion members will be kept informed through 
Smoke and Biases . 

There is one other relocation under 
discussion, though it was not initiated 
bv the Appalachian Trail bill. Landowner 
corporations in the Pico area have re- 
quested that the Trail be moved to the 
west to allow for expansion of ski areas 
and possible residential development ex- 
pansion. This relocation would move the 
trail from the crossing at Sherburne 
Pass. The request for relocation is 
under consideration by the GMC Main Club 
officials, and no relocation will be 
made that is not acceptable to all organ- 
izations involved. 


(?) Clarendon Outlook Relocation. 
This relocation would change the access 
to the Clarendon Gorge, which until re- 
cently has run through a roadside auc- 
ion establishment. Going north, the 
proposed trail would bear left a'ter 
crossing the Gorge bridge, climb over a 
wooded knob on Fish & Game land, cross 
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TWO NEWCOMERS 1 IMPASSIONS 0? INAR- 
S^TIONAL 

RACCOONS IN TF OARBAGF 
by 

Roms Pulling 

I received a wet. introduction to rav 
first Intersecti onsl . Rachael Charland 
end I arrived at Mount Norris Scout 
Reservation in Eden Mills about 8:00 A.M. 
in the rain — not a gentle pitter-patter 
but a real sod-soaker. We then proceeded 
to set up Rachael's tent in the rain, a 
good beginning, I guess, because everv- 
thing had to look good after that. We 
were preceded by Mauri Winturri of Kill- 
ington Section and later Joined by Rob 
Carey. 

When the storm let up toward noon, 
we roamed around the eamnground and were 
impressed with the size of it. After 
lunch at our camcsite, there being very 
little activity at the meet, we ventured 
across Route 100 to climb Mt. Norris, 
from which the cpmo receives its name. 

The trail was Doorly marked and overgrown 
with brush — WET brush! Tt could almost 
De said we swam to the tor. 

When we returned to cemn, we wrung out 
our clothes, nreoared our suooer and pro- 
duced, as if by magic, 8 cake complete 
with candles, as a little bird had in- 
formed me it was Rob Carey's birthday. 

The evening activity consisted o r an 
informal meeting in the dining hall, 
where I was amazed to discover I was the 
only Vermonter present 1 

Shortly after retiring to our tent, 
peace was shattered by the clang of the 
trash bin cover being knocked to the 
ground. One ambitious soul— not from 
KS ! ! ! -- shined a flashlight on the scene 
and discovered a raccoon raiding the gar- 
bage. We had been forewarned of this 
possibility and had our foodstuffs safely 
stowed in the car. 

We arose Sunday to near-perfect weath- 
er conditions. The KS members Joined a 
group — or did they Join us? — hiking 
from the Johnson-Waterville road to Pte. 
15. All the rain that fell the day be- 
fore seemed to have collected on this 
trail. We slogged, waded, and sometimes 
temporarily left the trail to get to 
Prospect Rock for our lunch, and it was 


worth it. There Is a really lovely view 
of the Lamoille River valley. From here 
it was an easv walk to our car, and when 
Rachael and I started home, I was deter- 
mined that although this was my first 
Intersecti onal it would not be mv last. 

MY FIPS* INTERSFCTI ONAL 
by 

W. Beverly Davis 

As a new member of G.M.C. and attenc - 
ing my first Intersectional that was held 
on Mt. Norris at the Boy Scout Camp, I 
would like to congratulate Dot for the 
tremendous work she did during the week. 

Unfortunately I was only able to 
come for the last weekend. Many had left 
to go home before the Labor Day rush, but 
for those who stayed it was most enjoy- 
able with a lovely dinner and square 
dancing on Saturday evening. 

After a good hike on Sunday, the 
large campfire and harmonica playing 
Just topped off the evening. 

I am looking forward to our next 
intersecti onal gathering in 19 ft 0. 


A FWANC g AT ST'NN^TPF CA*F 
bv Ray Catozzi 

Sunnvside Camo is no more. No, it 
didn't burn down again; it's still there, 
Just off the LT south of Soring Lake. It 
has a new name, the MINER VA HINCHFY 
SHELTER. 

This camp, which has been used by tie 
KS for many years for many memorable out- 
ings including our most recent winter- 
moonlight hikes, was the scene recently 
of dedication ceremonies in the renaming 
of the camo. Minerva Hinchey was for 22 
years the corresponding secretary for th« 
GMC at little or no pay for most of that 
time, and for many years a member of the 
Killington Section. Minerva's dedicatior 
and layalty to the club were known by 
hikers from all over the northeast. She 
died last March at the age of 83 . 

The renaming ceremony took place on 
a pleasant sunny Saturday afternoon on 
the li th o r August. About 1*0 p-oole gath- 
ered there to enjoy a partv-like atmos- 


phere and to listen to various people 
talk about Minerva. Among the guests who 
spoke were Ben Rolston, former GMC presi- 
dent, and Frank Hinchey, Jr. from Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, Minerva's nephew. 

Ben came over from his job as super- 
visor of Wilgus State Park on the Connect- 
icut River, saying he had attended the 
dedication and naming of the Lula Tye 
Shelter on Little Rock Pond, and he didn't 
want to miss out on this one. Lula Tye 
was also a secretary for the GMC a good 
many years ago. 

Frank Hinchey spoke of his apprecia- 
tion of what the club was doing in memory 
of Minerva. 

A new sign reading MTNFRVA HINCHEY 
SHELTER was bolted on the front of the 
building, in place of the old Sunnvside 
Camp sign. 

Mauri Winturri , w^o originated the 
idea of reneming Sunnyside in Minerva's 
honor, enjoyed the outing wi th a can of 
his favorite liquid refreshment in his 
hand, even vAiile everybody else was drink- 
ing lemonade and eating crackers and 
cheese dip, courtesy of Carl and Nancv 
Schmi dt. 

It was a pleasurable outing, however 
brief, and a memorable one **or those who 
were there. 


MIDDLE BURY GAP TO SUCKER BROOK SHELTER 

by Rachael Charland 
June 9, 1979 

After spotting our cars, nine hikers 
began a steep climb from Route 125 to 
Lake Pleiad Shelter. Carl Schmidt, KS 
president, indicated to the hikers the 
good maintenance work that had been com- 
pleted on the trail we trod and how he 
hoped all hikers would join in such an 
endeavor to keep the LT so well groomed. 
There were three evidences of the trail 
being rerouted and these were well marked. 

We didn't stop at Worth Mt. Lodge as 
we wanted to obtain the "spectacular view 
t.o the northeast" promised bv the G V C 
guidebook — needless tc sav, we were not 
that lucky as a heaw h87e obscured the 
distant mountains. 

The groun was somewhat divided into 
the Fast Pacers led by Carl and the Tur- 
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tle-Trotters led by this writer; however, 
we all met at Sucker Brook Shelter where 
we were greeted by hikers from the Big 
Apple . 

After a refreshing rest, we mistaken- 
ly took a wide dirt road that wasn't the 
usual trail back to the location of our 
cars, but since it was such easy travel- 
ing we didn't mind being several feet 
from the regular entrance of the trail. 

Before all departed, Barbara Tenny, 
a new hiker, invited us to accompany her 
to view the mountain pinks which were in 
bloom along Lake Griffith. This writer 
can vouch for the loveliness of those 
luscious pink blooms as I was the lone 
KS member who accompanied Barbara and her 
nephew on Sunday. That third grader eer- 
tainlv knew his short cut route to Lake 
Griffith. We had a difficult time choos- 
ing r rom the manv picnic sites along the 
lake. Barbara has many excellent snap- 
shots of the mountain ninks in bloom in 
this area that she would like to share 
with you. As an added treat of the day, 
as we talked over the day's journev in 
her doovvard, we noted a double rainbow 
hovering over the brook that runs by her 
home. Thanks for the invitation, Bar- 
bara — remember to tell us sgain next 
year when the mountain pinks are in bloom 
along that lake! 

OLD BALDY 

by Carol Chapman 
June 17, 1979 

Nine hikers met at the fire station 
on this hot, sunny day in June. A tenth 
hiker, Anne Taylor, a newcomer from 
Quechee, met us at the bridge in Bridge- 
water. 

After making a preliminary scouting 
hike up Old Baldy from the South Wood- 
stock side with Churchill Scott several 
weeks previous to the scheduled hike, I 
decided it would be better to take the 
familiar trail up the west side then to 
go bushwhacking through evergreens. 

r irst we followed an old road 8nd then 
a trail leading to an old stone wall. 

Along the way a couple o r us spotted a 
doe running near the trail. Little toads 
were so numerous that we had to step care- 
fully to avoid them. 


3y the stone vail the trail disa- 
pDeared and left us wondering, but thanks 
to soto scouting in opposite directions 
by Steve Pulling and Ray Catozzi, we 
found our way to the summit of the moun- 
tain. 

Old Baldy may have once been tree- 
less, but now is forested except for the 
very top. We picnicked there in an 
Indian pai ntbrush-dotted *ield with a 
maenifieert view of the surrounding moun- 
tai ns. 

Several streams crossing the trail 
helped us to ouench our thirst on the 
wav down. According to Steve's pedometer, 
the round trio was nearly seven miles, 
several miles longer than publicized. 

But we Killington Section members, being 
a hardy and determined lot, all made it 
to the top. 

AMITY POND NATURAL ARFA 

by Roma Pulling 
June 23, 1979 

The skies were threatening when 
seven of us gathered at the fire station, 
but fortunately a storm never material- 
ized. We enjoyed partial sunshine and 
comfortable temperatures throughout this 
2 1/2 mile walk (as recorded on Mauri 
Winturri's pedometer). The leisurely 
pace we set allowed plenty of time for 
lingering at the tiny pond and the two 
shelters. The area's only view of distant 
mountains can be had from a knoll nesr 
the pond. 

An unexpected bonus on this hike 
were large patches of luscious wild 
strawberries, where we proceeded to 
gorge ourselves. An accommodating work- 
man had Just mowed an ooen area, a bit 
of luck for us, as otherwise this feast 
would have been hidden. 

The bu^s which pestered me on a pre- 
vious visit here were absent, but not 
mourned! We did spot numerous toads and 
one red eft. A oateh of delicate white 
flowers which none o r us recognized 
proved to be a one -flowered wintergreen, 
or one- r lowered oyrola, depending on 
which book one consults. 

Ironically, the most thrilling glimpse 
of wildlife that day was not in the 
"natural area." Five of us sighted two 
graceful does on the way back to Rutland 


and watched them several minutes, a most 
satisfying end to a delightful outing. 

FQHRTH OF JTTLT PICNIC 
by Rachael Charland 

On July lith fourteen hikers drove to 
a country road leading to Silver Lake 
(near Lake Dunmore). It was 8 very long 
and stone-infested lane, but eventually 
we found the parking area. Mauri Win- 
turri suggested this particular entrance 
to Silver Lake picnic grounds because 
the grade to climb would be gradual as 
the day was one of the summer's sunniest. 

With so many side paths to investi- 
gate the temptation to several hikers 
couldn't be resisted, so r or a while we 
wondered where George Reynolds, who was 
carrying our watermelon, had disappeared. 
When he did arrive at the picnic table — 
oops! you guessed it, he tripped over 
something (his feet?) end the loud bang 
heard was our watermelon splitting into 
sections. Didn't spoil the taste at all 
as everyone who shared it agreed. 

Three venturesome souls went swimming 
in the chilly waters; others climbed Mt. 
Moosalamoo and still another group went 
seeking the Falls of Lana where only a 
slight trickle of water coula be seen 
struggling over the huge rocks. A dar- 
kening sky hastened our departure — 
needless to say, the first Fourth of July 
picnic of the Killington Section could 
be called a success! 

ROPTF 103 TO PQTTTE l 

by Roma Pulling 
July 6-8, 1979 

^ive regular Killington Section mem- 
bers led by Pav Catozzi along with 11 
scouts of Boy Scout Troop *105 and their 
leader, Steve Pulling, hiked this section 
of* trail the weekend of July 6th through 
8th. The weather was perfect — cool at 
night and sunny and warm but not hot dur- 
ing the days. 

The outstanding flora seen on this 
hike were violet wood sorrels which were, 
almost literally, everywhere. 

The view from the top of 3eacon Hill 
was pretty, and we paused there to enjoy 
it. The hike between the lower 8nd upper 
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Cold River roads, paralleling tlw© branch- 
es o' the stream, was most pleasant. 

The group, which had been split into 
several small ones, was reunited at 
Governor Clement Shelter for lunch. Here 
we regrettably lost two hikers — an 
adult who was not 'eel^g well and a 
scout who didn't want to continue. The 
rest of us nroeeeded, each at his/her 
own Dace, to Tamarack Shelter 'or the 
night. The shelter was occupied by two 
other groups of hikers, so our partv 
occupied the campground for a very rest- 
ful night. 

On Sundav, July 8, the moot strenuous 
hiking behind us, we set a leisurely pace 
to Cooper Lodge. There we paused long 
enough for a short but steep climb to the 
summit of Killington. The vistas in all 
directions were 'abulous and well worth 
the effort. 

Between Killington and Pico Peaks 
the grade is easy but walking di'ficult 
because of the muddy and badly eroded 
condition of the trsil with tree roots 
exposed. Our group was reunited sgain 
at Pico Camp for lunch and welcomed the 
prospect of the 2 l/2 mile home stretch 
to Route U, all admitting to being slight- 
lv tired and sore but happy. 

WHITF POCKS SITPpgR HTTP 
by Churchill Scott 
July 17, 19 7 9 

This quarter we tried something new 
on our schedule . 

Tuesday, July 17, we planned an essy 
evening walk and cook-out at the White 
Rocks Picnic Area east of Wallingford. 

Over 30 people came along, and it was 
a special treat to have Mr. Bennett D. 
Bell, his wife, and two of their grand- 
children. Mr. Bell was a former presi- 
dent of our section and a director to 
the main club. 

After a good hearty meal, two short 
walks were conducted. A one -mile trip 
took us over the ola Cli'fside Trail to 
the White Rock Cliff overlook. A longer 
one, led by Ray Catozzi, followed the old 
Town Road via the Ice Beds Trail. At the 
sign describing the geological history of 
the area some of the more adventurous 
climbed up the talus slopes before return- 
ing. 


It is hoped that during mid-summer while 
the days are long we may have more of 
these easy short outings. 

*T. HANLFT 

by Nancy Schmidt 
July 29, 1979 

On a very hot, muggv Sunday, twenty 
hikers trudged up an old lodging road, 
around the front of Little Hanley end 
up over the ton of Big Hanley to a rocky 
overlook which provided views of Bird 
Mountain and the Taconics beyond, as well 
as Route h and the Castleton River valley 
to the west. The views were somewhat re- 
duced by the haze, but the outlook was a 
lovely spot. 

Just as we finished lunch and were 
preparing to head down, six men appeared 
carrying hang gliders; they had come up 
another logging road on the aorth side 
of Mt. H*nley (in a b-wheel drive vehicle). 
We all stayed and enjoyed watching them 
spread their wings and take of' 'rom the 
spot where we had just Ibnehed. 

The hike was more uphill than our 
experienced information sources remem- 
bered, and if the road had not been in 
shade the heat would have been m'serable. 

We all agreed that tMs would be an ex- 
cellent autumn hike with good 'oli age on 
the wav up and a great view at the look- 
out. 

Our youngest hiker was Russell Chance, 
five years old, and a really good hiker. 

ROAD TO LIBERTY HILL 
by Jim Frink 
August 18, 1979 

Seven people (Anna Nyiri, Kristin 
and Maria Theresa Nadler, Bev Davis, 

Rob Carey, Mauri Winturri, and I) left 
the fire station at 9:10 A.M. 

We drove to the Colton Guest House 
Just east of Pittsfield on Route 100 
where the road to Liberty Hill commences. 
Mrs. Nyiri and Mauri left their cars a 
half mile up that road and waited for Rob 
Carey and me while we parked Rob's car 
lA mile west of Route 100 where the 
Liberty Hill road crosses the White River. 
A'ter returning in my ear to meet the 
others, we all drove to the point where 
the Liberty Hill road starts up the moun- 
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tain. 

After an hour and a hal r o 4 ‘ hiking 
uohlll, we came to a beautiful mountain 
meadow with views of the Green Mountains 
to the east, Big Wilson to the south and 
Little Wilson to tne north. 

Mauri left us at the meadow and 
walked bsck to his car. Mrs. Nyiri and 
the children decided to complete the 
hike since Rob's car would hold the six 
of us . 

When we got to the top of Liberty- 
Hill we stopped at the house which pre- 
viously belonged to my good friends, Joe 
and Eva Wintermute. The present owners 
are Ray Quillia and his wife, who greet- 
ed us and cordially invited us in to see 
how they had rebuilt the place. It was 
marvelous to see what they had done with 
that old house. Now it is a very beau- 
tifully built and Derfectlv furnished 
home with an added large fireplace and 
many other additions. 

The end o r the hike was .lust a mile 
down the road and we reached the car just 
when the raindcons commenced to fall. 


THANKS TO THOS* 1 WHO DTD TRAIL AND SHELTFR 
WORK . , . 

Our thanks to all the volunteers who 
have helped us maintain the Section's 
heavily used trsils and shelters. For 
much-needed work at Cooper Lodge, thanks 
to Gary Salmon and his state forest col- 
leagues, Ray Auger, the GMC Southern 
Caretaker SuDervisor, and camoers from 
Camp Betsy Cox. Also we'd like to thank 
Suzanne Deemer, Cooper Lodge caretaker 
for the summer just past, for all the 
work she did. 

AND A REQTTEST EQR WORKERS AT PICO AND 
CLARENDON! 

There are two work parties on the 
fall schedule for the purpose of fixing 
up Pico Camo and Clarendon. Pico Camp 
and its outhouse are in serious need of 
repair; bad weather has cancelled our 
last two at*emnts to work there. We are 
asking for a pood turnout on Sect. 29 
and Oct. 27 in order to pet these shelters 
spruced uo and clean again. 


APTTC ir TO NEW (AND EXPERIENCED) HIKERS 

1. Hikers shoulo always wear sturdy 
footpear and dress warmly according to 
the season; remember that the shaded 
woods or the too of a mountain c8n be 
much cooler thsn Main St. Park. Since 
small children will usually manage to ge(t 
wet pretty soon during any hike, extra 
dry socks and clothing are a must , especl 
ially in winter. 


2. Children and young teenagers 
should be in the control of parents or 
some other pre-assigned adult at all 
times. No hiker should wander far ahead 
of, or behind, the main group unless the 
hiker is thoroughly familiar with the 
area and informs the group of his/her 
intent. All hikers should carry whistles 
and use them immediately if disoriented 
with respect to the main group. And, if 
you give another hiker a ride, make sure 
that the hiker has return transportation 
if you decide to leave early. 

?. Taking unleashed dogs into the 
woods is a had idea. Even well-trained 
dogs will chase wild animals and pet lost 
or pet a noseful of oorkv quills. Most 
landowners strongly object to loose dogs 
roaming over their oronerty. 

li. Some hikers enjov pleasant con- 
versation and making new friends, while 
others most enjoy the quiet of the woods. 
Arguments, complaints, and loud discuss- 
ions are seldom welcome. The best rule 
is (plagiarizing Thumper): "If you can't 
say anything nice, don't say anything 
at all." 

A WHALE WATCH, ANYONE? 

A sunny sky, a salty wave, accom- 
panied this writer along with 81 other 
passengers June 16th on a sturdy boat 
which left Provincetown pier about 3 P.M, 
All eyes were glued to the horizon seek- 
ing the first glimpse of a WHALE! 

Not many nr nutes passed when the cry 
"Thar she blows!" indicated at least one 
whale had been sighted. Cameras of many 
types clicked feverishly trying to cap- 
ture the graceful monster's movements as 
he once more dived into the deep. 

During the trip three species of 
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whsles were seen: the Right Whale, the 
Blue Fin Whale, and the Humpback Whale. 
Anyone who hasn't experienced this ex- 
hilarating trip should contact a member 
of the St. Albani- Section for reserva- 
tions on next year's trip. 

A THANK YOT 

A special "thanks" to Rob Carey for 
his efforts in trying to fi nd the entrance 
to the trail to Davis neighborhood and 
the two short hikes he so oatientlv en- 
dured so I could gain additional mileage 
toward my End-to-End. 

— Rachael 


RECOMMENDED READING 


Dan Doan's Fitness Program for Hikers 
Bnd Cross-Country Skiers is a well-illus- 
trated book of isometric, call sthenic, and 
endurance exercises that can helD get 
you into shape for the ski season. Dan, 
author of Fifty Hikes in the White Moun- 
tains, developed this fitness rroerem 
based on his own experiences. Following 
the exercises is an appendix with tips 
and advice on backpacking, clothing, diet, 
etc. New Hamnshire Publishing Co. 

♦b.95. 

DUMBER DEADLINE 


Please submit 8 11 hike reports and 
articles r or the December issue of Smoke 
and Blazes to the editor by December 1. 
MaTT material to: 

Carol Chaoman 
1 9 East St. 

Rutland, VT OS^Ol 


NFW MEMBFRS - 1 SEPT. 19?9 

Badger, Mr /Mrs. Robert (Carolyn) 

1x3 Gloria Ave., Rutland, Vt. 05701 

Davis, Beverly 

99 Center St., Rutland, VT. 05701 

Roberts, Mr. /Mrs. Richard (Frances) 

2 Hill Place, Springfield, VT 05156 

Tumlin, Susan 

21 1/2 Park St., Rutland, VT 05701 

Chance, John (Family) 

Box 244, East Wallingford, VT 05742 


KIRK FUND 

♦1,000 - Certificate of Deoosit - 

purchased 1/31/78 ♦1131.95 

41,000 - Certificate of Deposit - 

purchased lx/2/79 ♦103lx.3b 

90-Day Account 979.11 

TOTAT, ♦3105.L0 


BEST WISHES! 

Word ha* been received o r the recent 
marriage o r Ceceli8 Elwert. She is now 

Mrs. Cecelia Elwert-Bissell 
R.D. *2, Signal Tree Farm 
Putney, VT 053b6 



Total an Sept, lit 
$5105.40 



MINERVA HINCHEY SHELTER DEDICAT I CN 


PLEASE TEAR OPP AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BEL CM 


KILLINQTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 






I (we) hereby apply for membership In the Killlngton Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LCNO TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killlngton Section outings, work parties, and sooial events. 

My dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killlngton 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killlngton Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec. /Trees. 

1^2 Maple Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults 110.00 Spouse 8.00 

family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 4.50 

•Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters fund in the amount of , 

THANK YOU I 


KILLTNGTON SECTION GR^EN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
HIKE SCHEDULE FA'LL, 1979 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day 
and hour listed. For more information contact: Carl Schmidt, President, 

73 Edgerton St., 773-6990; Raymond Catozzi, Vice-President, 103 Bellevue 
Avenue, 773-3006; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 775-5720. 


— 


DATF 

HOUR 

SF°T. 29 (Sat.) 

8:30 A.M, 

OCT. 6 (Sat.) 
4 mi. 

8:30 A.M, 

OCT. lli -20 (Sun 

. -Set . ) 

8 mi . per day 

11:00 A.M, 

OCT. 20 (Sat.) 
approx, lj mi. 

9:00 A.M 

OCT. 27 (Sat.) 

8:30 A.M 

OCT. 28 (Sun.) 

1:00 P.M 

NOV. h (Sun.) 
5 mi. 

9:00 A.M, 

NOV. I 7 (Sat.) 

b:C0 P.M 

DEC. 2 (Sun.) 
5 mi . 

9:00 A.M, 

DEC. 15 (Sat.) 

2 mi. 

9:00 A.M 

DFC. 30 (Sun.) 

1.6 mi. 

6:00 P.M 


DFSTINATTON-FVFNT 


WORK PARTT. Shelter repair at Pico Came. 

Rain date: Sent. 30. Joe Dicton Tt5-khh6 

SNAKF MOUNTAIN. Northwest of Middleburv. 

On^v 1287 ft. high, but spectacular views 
of Lake Ohamrlain from Fort Ti to Burlington. 

FAS y Rav Catozzi 77 ?-1006 

WFFK OF BACKPACKING. Hiking from Rte. IS in 
Johnson south as r ar as possible (hone*'ullv Jones- 
ville). Will pass over White^ace, Medonne, and 
Mt. Mans r ield. All planning to go must call 
'"or pertinent information: Rachael Charland 
779-LP93 after 5:00 P.M. 

DIFHCULT Churchill Scott 775-5720 

LAKE ST. CATHERINE MOUNTAIN. Bring food to 
barbecue at the Caddells' house on the lake. 

Beverage will be provided. 

MEDIUM Jean * Ralph Caddell 287-9590 

WORK PAPTY. Outhouse relocation at Clarendon 
Shelter. Rain date: Oct. 28. 

Joe Dicton 775-Wib6 


- 


ANNUAL VALIQUFTTE MEMORIAL HIKE. East Mountain. 

See the paper for more details on this afternoon 
hike . 

EASY Joe Valiquette 773-8^5 

MYSTERY HIKE. A short hike, with some climbing. 
MFBIUM Churchill Scott 775-572C 

rnVFRvp DISH STPWr. Will be held at the Sunrise 
?ov Scout Camo in Orwell. Program following suroer. 
Please make reservation? bv calling after 5 P.M. 

Carol Chapman 7 75-?5h5 

BIRD MOUNTAIN. Following a new trail. 

DIFFICULT Churchill Scott 775-$720 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL HTKE. On foot or snowshoe depending 
on weather from Gifford Woods to Sherburne Pass. 

MEDIUM Rachael Charland 7?5-hP93 


MOONLIGHT HTKE. Snowshoe in to Tucker-Johnson 
Shelter. 

EASY Carl Schmidt 773-6990 




• - w 




KILLINGTON SECTION, GMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701! 
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GMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING: STOWE, 

OCTOBER 13 

Nancy Schmidt attended as alternate 
director for Section Director Ray Catozzi, 
who was unable to attend. Bob Hagerman's 
report in the November Long Trail News 
covered the actions of the board quite 
thoroughly, and it doesn't seem necess- 
ary to repeat any of his account here. 
However, there are three topics which 
were discussed before and after the 
meeting which are of considerable inter- 
est to the Killington Section. 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

In accordance with the amendment 
approved by Section members at the Jan- 
uary, 1979 meeting, the Killington Sec- 
tion annual meeting will no longer be 
held in January, when the weather is 
likely to make travel difficult, but in 
late March or April. 

This year the annual meeting will 
again be held in the meeting room of 
the Pleasant Manor Nursing Home, 46 
Nichols Street, Rutland. Date and time 
are Saturday, March 29, at 7:30 P.M. 


(1) Proposed Relocation of Trail in 
Pico Area. This proposal has been 
dropped, and the trail will remain 
where it currently is in the Pico 
area, and will continue to cross 
Route 4 at Sherburne Pass. 

(2) Appalachian Trail Relocation in 
the Killington Section. A Manchester 
surveying company has just begun sur- 
veying and center-blazing the Trail 
from Cold River Road to just below 
Pico. This is just the first step in 
a process that may take quite some 
time. 

(3) Clarendon Gorge Bridge. After 
the bridge was rebuilt, the Killington 
Section agreed to maintain it for a 
time, and that time is now past. The 
bridge is currently in need of repair 
and needs a program of annual mainten- 
ance (which would not be too difficult 
or involved if done on a regular ba- 
sis). An agreement was reached with 
GMC President Doug James that the Club 
would seek someone to "adopt" and main- 
tain the bridge. 

The next meeting of the GMC Board of 
Directors will be held at the Inn at 
Long Trail in Killington on January 12, 
1980. GMC members are invited to attend 
as observers. 


The following positions will need to 
be filled: President, Vice-President, 

and Secretary-Treasurer (we certainly 
hope that Churchill Scott will continue 
in this last position) ; also there will 
be some director's positions to be 
filled. If you have suggestions, please 
make them to the nominating committee 
whose members are: Ray Catozzi, Rachael 

Char land, and Carol Chapman. 

Section members who are interested in 
participating more in the workings of the 
club are invited to consider helping on 
the following committees: Trails & Shel- 

ters, Outings, Publicity, Smoke & Blazes , 
and Membership. 

QUECHEE GORGE 

by Roma Pulling 
September 16, 1979 

Webster defines a gorgd as "a narrow 
cleft with steep, rocky walls, esp. one 
through which a stream runs." The one 
named Quechee fits that description and 
enhances it. It is also picturesque, 
vast and awesome. 

The eight of us who rendezvoused at 
the fire station on this day were joined 
at our destination by Mauri Winturri. 

Our first stop was the former railway 
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bridge from which we gazed down at the 
water 165 feet below. Our trip along 
the Ottauquechee River was more nearly 
a leisurely stroll than a hike. Nearly 
everyone seemed to enjoy it, though, 
and spent some time looking for crayfish 
in the shallow pools among the rocks, 
exploring or just plain relaxing on the 
rocks in the river south of the bridge. 

Our last stop was a quick look at 
the falls on the north side of the road; 
then it was off for home. 


GMC AUTUMN OUTING: MT. MEADOWS CAMP- 

• GROUND, LINCOLN 

by Rob Carey 
September 21-23, 1979 

Attendance of GMC members at the 
second Autumn Outing was down this year, 
probably due to the return of the Inter- 
sectional. However, all those who did 
come enjoyed the weekend. The weather 
was clear and cold again, with lows down 
in the 20's. 

Mt. Abraham was the most popular des- 
tination with about 25 going. Some hiked 
to Camel's Hump while others worked on 
their end-to-ends. The most ambitious 
hikers again proved that it is a full 
day's hikfe from Lincoln Gap to Appalach- 
ian Gap. It was too cold for swimming 
in the campground pond this year. 

A short hike to Bristol Ledges was 
enjoyed by many on Sunday, with spectac- 
ular views of the Champlain Valley. 

WORK PARTY AT PICO CAMP 

by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

September 29, 1979 

After an all night rain, there was a 
question of whether the Pico work party 
would be held. During the morning hours 
the rain did stop and all the signs said 

ll__ II 

go, go, go. 

At the fire station that wet Satur- 
day morning the following Eager-Beavers 
did sign up and were ready to go: Joe 

Dictons, Jr. and Sr., A1 and Steve Pul- 
ling, Carl Schmidt, Randy Seifert, and 
the following Boy Scouts of Troop #105: 
Gary Ackerman, Pete Davis, Matt Malm- 
gren, and Danny and Eric Palmer. As you 


can see, it was a good turnout for this 
much-needed project. 

On our climb to Pico Camp, A1 Pulling 
and Carl Schmidt, carrying their supplies, 
stopped for trail work that included clean- 
ing out and installing water bars and trail 
clearing. 

When we arrived at Pico Camp, we found 
seven hikers just arising from an overnight 
stay. 

Steve Pulling, Assistant Scoutmaster of 
Troop #105, rebuilt the window and door 
which needed major repairs. 

Joe Dicton, Jr. , Randy Seifert and I 
replaced missing boards and a window on 
the side of the shelter. Steve Pulling and 
Joe Dicton, Jr. worked on the roof, nailing 
down wind- loosened metal roof sheeting and 
cementing the holes. 

As Carl Schmidt and Al Pulling arrived 
at the camp, they decided to work on the 
sagging foundation. A good five-inch 
spruce was found and cut up for three new 
support pillars. 

The Killington Section should be proud 
of the outstanding effort made by the Boy 
Scouts and the other volunteers in restor- 
ing this shelter to good condition. 

SNAKE MOUNTAIN 
by Ray Catozzi 
October 7, 1979 

The weather was cloudy, windy, and 
cold on Saturday morning, October 7, with 
only a fifty-fifty chance of sunshine by 
late afternoon, but five persons showed up 
for the trip to Snake Mountain in Addison. 
Another hiker was to meet us in Middlebury, 
and he did, but a meeting with more people 
at a road junction on Route 125 west of 
Middlebury, fizzled, so Roma Pulling and 
I headed for the mountain. 

No cars were at the trail head, so we 
sat and waited and wondered what had hap- 
pened to everybody else. After 10 or 15 
minutes , I drove over to another approach 
to the mountain, thinking they had all 
gone there by mistake. No cars. Back to 
the first trail head on Mountain Road. 

Still no cars. 

We decided to head up the trail after 
another short wait, figuring they'll come 


3 


along eventually. Well, Roma and I 
climbed the mountain, enjoyed the view, 
ate lunch, and were one-third of the 
way back down when the rest finally came 
into sight on their way up. After greet- 
ings and explanations of what had hap- 
pened to everyone, the second group con- 
tinued on up the mountain. Roma and I 
took a side trail to a natural area. 
Cranberry Bog, where there are hundreds 
of pitcher plants, then headed for our 
car and home. 

Snake Mountain is a long, low (1287 
ft.) and ledgy mountain that affords 
beautiful views of Addison farm land and 
Lake Champlain. It was too bad we had 
mix-ups and had to climb it in separate 
groups . 

KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERS WEEKLONG HIKE 

by Churchill Scott 
October 14-20, 1979 

My son, Kim, and two of his friends 
drove Rachael Charland and me to Davis 
Neighborhood on Sunday, October 14th. 

It was really snowing and it continued 
to snow on Monday and Tuesday. Parker 
Camp was made snug by plugging holes and 
a large gaping window with plastic, but 
we did miss the stove. There was already 
a good ground covering of snow and more 
was falling. 

Around 5:00 P.M. we were joined by 
Mr. and Mrs. Surette of Sorel, Quebec, 
who began their hike at Route 242. On 
the higher spots of Laraway Mountain we 
found snow six to eight inches deep even 
before new snowfalls added another six 
inches. Hiking was very slow and diffi- 
cult and the white blazes were impossible 
to spot because of the wet, falling snow 
and slippery downhill grades. Usually 
about 3:30 P.M. we would stop each day 
and two of us would pitch tents and two get 
the evening meals. On Monday night we 
pitched our tent under an enormous pine 
tree . 

Tuesday we reached Codding Hollow 
while Wednesday we shuffled through the 
deep snow with the Surettes to Route 15. 
That night we pitched out tent on the 
back lawn of a local tourist home. 

Despite the sleet and driving rain 
on Thursday, we plodded on from French 


Camp over Whiteface. We were joined by 
a couple from New Hampshire who had star- 
ted at the Canadian border and had been 
held up by bad weather around Jay Peak. 

The open front shelter at Sterling 
Pond is a very big change from the old 
closed camp but equally beautiful unless 
seen through the mist. 

We made it to Smuggler's Notch and 
down Route 108. As we rested at the side 
of the road, a couple of hunters informed 
us of the recent accident in Nebraska 
Notch. Such news dampened our spirits 
enough so we did not attempt the Mt. 
Mansfield LT. We made camp at a nearby _ 
campgrounds and hitched a ride the next 
morning to Jonesville. 

Ice cream cones were the order of the 
day and we repacked and hiked to Duck 
Brook for Saturday evening — with the 
temperature rising from 24 to 60 - the 
60 for the last day of our hike. A large 
hawk soard over our heads as we scaled 
the mossy rocks to Duck Brook. This was 
the spot where my Svea 123 (camp stove) 
gave up its ghost , and the explosion 
started a lovely campfire. .. some good 
came of it. 



On Sunday Rachael hiked down a road 
to Jonesville and then southward to the 
entrance to the trail to Wiley Lodge 
where I met her with the car. 

I learned that a tent and a Sterno 
stove and plenty of good nourishing food 
helped an otherwise foul-weathered week. 

SAINT CATHERINE MOUNTAIN 
by Roma Pulling 
October 20, 1979 

Jean and Ralph Caddell led this 
pleasant hike expertly. Fifteen people 
walked along the ledges above Lake St. 
Catherine, and although thick haze pre- 
vented us from seeing the mountains, it 
didn't obscure our view of the lake, 
which was lovely with some colored leaves 
still in evidence. 

Following our hike, we enjoyed a bar- 
becue at our leaders' lakeside home and 
were treated to rides in their rowboat 
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and canoe, adding up to an altogether 
delightful day. 

Thanks, Ralph and Jean, wherever you 

are I 

WORK PARTY 

by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

October 27, 1979 

On learning that the scheduled relo- 
cation of Clarendon outhouse had already 
been accomplished by a group of the Long 
Trail Patrol, we decided to return to 
Pico Camp to work on that outhouse. 

On this cool October morning Roma and 
A1 Pulling and Joe Dictons Jr. and Sr. 
signed in for the project. At first it 
seemed like too few helpers to carry all 
the necessary supplies up the mountain, 
but we accomplished it without mishap. 

On our way to Pico Camp there was a dust- 
ing of snow and a little frost on the 
ground. 

A1 Pulling started digging out a hole 
for the new outhouse location. Joe Dic- 
ton, Jr. replaced missing boards in the 
wall and floor. New sheet metal roofing 
was nailed on top of the old leaking 
roof. Roma Pulling was busy looking af- 
ter the fire and getting our lunch ready. 

After lunch, using an iron bar, we 
moved the outhouse to its new location. 

This was another outstanding effort 
of club members working together to keep 
our Long Trail structures in good shape. 

VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE 
by Joe Valiquette 
October 28, 1979 

It was a hazy day but 13 hikers gath- 
ered for the annual Valiquette Memorial 
Hike to the top of East Mountain. When 
we reached the top we saw that the flag 
placed there last year was still intact. 
The view was obscured by the haze. We 
could not see the Adirondacks, but had 
a pretty good view of the immediate area 
of Rutland. We saw no wildlife but I am 
sure plenty of wildlife saw us! All in 
all it was a pleasant hike even if Old 
Man Weather did not provide us with the 
best day. 


MYSTERY HIKE 

by Churchill Scott 
November 4, 1979 

This time our Mystery Hike did not 
take us too far from home. We drove to 
the Whipple Hollow Road and began our 
walk up the familiar road to Mt. Hanley 
(so-called) . Soon we reached a level 
stretch by the first brook crossing. 

Here the bush-whacking began with a re- 
quest that everyone stay together and in 
sight of each other. 

As we walked along a ridge to the 
south, each person learned a bit about 
the trees, ferns, mosses and plants grow- 
ing underneath our feet. 

In time for lunch we arrived at our 
destination, a gully between the two 
peaks of Little Hanley (so-called) where 
a large overhanging ledge with southern 
exposure was located. 

After a bite to eat we continued 
south to a number of spectacular lookouts 
At one point we watched an old steam en- 
gine and passenger cars move along the 
D&H Railroad Line to Castleton. 

Here communications broke down. Some 
were so far ahead it was impossible to 
retrace our steps and we had to take the 
hard way down the steep slopes, rocky 
areas, and slippery leaves. 

It was good to see Kim Faulkner with 
us again and also Glenn Tarbell, a broth- 
er of Susan Tarbell, an old time K.S. 
member . 

COVERED DISH SUPPER AT CAMP SUNRISE 

by Winnie Shambo 
November 17, 1979 

None of the 11 people attending this 
year's covered dish supper could possibly 
complain of a lack of variety in the 
dishes presented or the amount offered. 

We enjoyed everything from spaghetti in 
meat sauce to a variety of salads and 
vegetables to hot breads and mince pie 
and chocolate chip cookies. Calling our 
attention to how fortunate we were, Mrs. 
Dorothy Kirk asked if we would take a 
moment to remember the world's hungry, 
which we did. 

After this great repast, the dishes 
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SNOWSHOE AND CROSS-COUNTRY SKI RENTAL 


Last winter we received numerous calls for information on snowshoe rental especially. 


For the up-coming winter season, we include 


and skis. 


Name 

Phone 

Green Mountain Rental 
158 North Main Street 

775-0101 

Leisure Lines 
Woodstock Avenue 

775-0854 

Mountain Travelers 
162 Woodstock Avenue 

775-0814 

Sports Peddler 

162 North Main Street 

775-0182 


list of local suppliers who rent snowshoes 


Snowshoes 

Skis 

Tubbs standard 

No 

Tubbs Sherpa 

Yes 

Tubbs Sherpa 

Yes 

Tubbs Sherpa 

Yes 

& Dover Bearclaws 



All Stores except Green Mountain Rental will have Sunday hours in the winter. 
However, they advise that you reserve snowshoes and arrange pickup in advance. NOTE: 
Prices will vary from store to store, but the amount is the standard rental charge. 
There are no discounts for GMC members. 


were cleared away and we viewed two slide 
shows — one presented by Carol Chapman 
and the other by Rob Carey. Carol's was 
of a canoe trip located north of Montreal 
that she and her mother took one weekend 
in July. The scenic shots as well as the 
price of the trip and what it includes 
has interested a few of us in also making 
the trip. 

Rob's slides were mainly of the LT, 
although he had also taken quite a few of 
Pennsylvania. He had some fantastic shots, 
too many to mention individually, but I 
congratulate him and envy his photograph- 
ic abilities. 

Rachael and I came prepared to spend 
the night, which we did, and awoke to a 
beautiful sunny day. After breakfast and 
Rachael's housekeeping duties were com- 
pleted, we hiked to the ridges surrounding 
Sunrise and were impressed with the beauty 
confronting us each time we stopped. We 
climbed one particularly steep hill 
(just to see the other side) and walked 
the ridge along a deer trace until we 
came to a most impressive sight, that 
being the two lakes. Sunrise and Sunset. 

This short hike was enjoyable and we 
saw only two hunters while we were in the 
woods. 


BIRD MOUNTAIN 
by Churchill Scott 
December 2, 1979 

Fourteen hikers appeared at the fire 
station on this rather cold windy day of 
snow flurries. 

The new trail, cut and blazed by a 
group led by George Pearlstein, was well 
marked except where some vandals had 
torn down signs, which caused some con- 
fus ion. 

Steep in spots and wandering a bit, 
the trail seems to end at the north sum- 
mit of a gully where the old trail comes 
from the southeast. It then makes a 
right-angle turn to the south and 0.5 
miles later you reach the real summit 
and ledge where there is a magnificent 
180 degree view encompassing the Green 
Mountains to the east and to the west 
Lake Bomoseen and beyond that the Adiron- 
dacks . 

SMOKE AND BLAZES DEADLINE 

The next issue of Smoke & Blazes 
will be mailed out after the Annual 
Meeting. Deadline for all other reports 
will be March 20. 


NOTICE TO OTHER SECTIONS 

Because printing expenses are in- 
creasing, we would like to eliminate any 
unwanted mailings of Smoke & Blazes. 

We have been mailing copies to other GMC 
sections. If you are an officer of 
another section receiving Smoke & Blazes 
and would like to continue receiving it, 
please send a postcard to Carol Chapman, 
39 East St., Rutland, Vt. 05701. (If 
we don't hear from you, we will assume 
you are uninterested and your name will 
be dropped from the mailing list) . In 
return, we would be interested in receiv- 
ing newsletters from other sections. 
Please mail them to Churchill Scott, 

132 Maple Street, Rutland, Vt. 05701. 


RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

The time is approaching to renew 
your membership. Help yourself and the 
Killington Section too by getting a new 
person to join the club. Adult members 
will have one dollar subtracted from 
their dues for enlisting a new member. 


Kirk Fund Total 


$3,268.40 

as of Dec. 1, 1979 



HOLIDAY GREETINGS TO ALL OUR READERS! 


PLEASE TEAR OFF AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELCM 


KILLINGTON 3ECTICN, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Data 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Seetion of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LCNO TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and sooial events. 

My dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec ./Trees. 

1J2 Maple Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults 110.00 Spouse 8.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 4.50 

‘Junior members do not reoeive all QMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 

THANK YOU I 



KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Winter - Spring Schedule 1980 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information contact: Carl Schmidt, President, 73 Edgerton 
St., 773-6990; Raymond Catozzi, V-Pres . , 103 Bellevue Ave., 773-3006; or W. Church- 
ill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 775-5720. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Jan. 12 
(Sat.) 

10 A.M. 
(Easy) 

X-Country Ski & Snowshoe Venture - Pine Hill via 
Watkins Ave. - (L) Churchill Scott - 775-5720 

Jan . 26 
(Sat.) 

Jan. 27 
(Sun. ) 

9 A.M. 
(Med . ) 

9:30 A.M. 

X-Country Ski & Snowshoe Trip - Lake St. 
Catherine. Variable Mileage (L) R. Charland 
773-6717 

GMC Day at Blueberry Hill - Free X-Country Ski 
Lesson and Soup. Unusually low rates for rentals 
and trail use. (L) Nancy Schmidt - 773-6990. 

Feb. 10 
(Sun. ) 

Feb . 16 
(Sat.) 

9:30 A.M. 

(Med.) 
9:30 A.M. 
(Easy) 

Quarterline Road. Ski or Snowshoe Tour. 4-6 mi. 
to Chippenhook. (L) Harold Rogers - 775-4471 

X-Country Ski 6 Snowshoe Day in Healdville. 
Variable Mileage. (L) Kathryn Whalen and M. 
Randall - 773-2871 

Feb. 23 
& 24 

Sat. & Sun. 

9 A.M. 
(Med.) 

WINTER WEEKEND. Merck Forest in Rupert. Snow- 
shoeing and Skiing both days. Variable Mileage. 
Reservations required. (L) Churchill Scott 775-5720 

Mar. 8 
(Sat.) 

2 P.M. 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY AT PULLINGS' RESIDENCE. 
Roma Pulling - 773-6997. 

Mar. 16 
(Sun. ) 


GMC Day of cross-country skiing in the Rutland 
area. Watch Long Trail News for further info. 

Mar. 22 
& 23 

Sat. & Sun. 

9 A.M. 

SPRING BACKPACKING WEEKEND. Little Rock Pond. 
6 mi. Watch news release for more details. 

(L) Rob Carey - 773-7076. 

Mar. 29 

7:30 P.M. 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING. Pleasant 
Manor Nursing Home, 46 Nichols St., Rutland. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Apr. 13 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 A.M. 
(Easy) 

Mystery Hike. (L) Churchill Scott - 775-5720. 

4 mi. round trip. 


BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED; WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE DRIVING DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 

See Page 5 for information on snowshoe rentals. 
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"STATE OF THE SECTION” REPORT 
by 

Carl Schmidt - Pres. 

Killington Section 

FINANCES : For the second year (since 

the dues increase), we came out just 
barely in the black. This amazing accom- 
plishment, in light of inflation, was 
largely the result of our Trails and 
Shelter Chairman, Joe Dicton, getting a 
huge amount of work done with minimal 
expenditures. With an income of $860.00 
after paying out $3 per member to the 
Main Club, our major expense was Smoke & 
Blazes printing plus postage ($200) , both 
of which will be increasing in 1980. 

THERE IS ONE WAY to avoid a general DUES 
INCREASE in 1981, and that is 

THE KIRK FUND : We are slowly but 
surely getting to the $5,000 needed for 
the Fund to return interest income for 
trails and shelters. Please — if you 
can spare a few extra tax-deductible 
dollars for the Fund, you will be insuring 
the future of the Section for a long time 
to come. 

TRAILS & SHELTERS : At least 75% of 

the 26 miles of Long Trail in our section 
was gone over and is in excellent shape. 
The worst segment, between Governor Cle- 
ment and Tamarack Shelters, Is scheduled 
for relocation under the Appalachian 
Trail securing act. The Main Club is 
looking for an individual or group to 
take permanent responsibility for the 
Clarendon Gorge Bridge. The outhouse at 
Tucker-Johnson Shelter will be rebuilt 
this spring. All shelters were in accept- 
able shape at the end of last fall, in- 
cluding Minerva Hinchey (formerly Sunny- 
side) Shelter. 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL SECURING RELOCATION : 
Preston Bristow will give an update at 
our Section's annual meeting. Landowner 


negotiations seem to be going well. Help 
should be forthcoming from the government 
and the Main Club, but the Killington 
Section will have its hands full for at 
least the next three years working on re- 
locations. The Clarendon Gorge area will 
require substantial work as soon as poss- 
ible for safety reasons. My initial im- 
pression is that in most cases the relo- 
cations will benefit landowners as well 
as hikers. The proposed relocation by- 
passing Sherburne Pass did not material- 
ize. 

MEMBERSHIP : Membership is down so 

far in 1980. I hope this is due to the 
later-than-usual annual meeting. We 
need working, contributing members now 
more than at any time during the last de- 
cade. If you haven't yet renewed, please 
do so — and sign up a friend. 

WINTER HIKES: Next year we might re- 

locate them to Virginia or South Carolina, 
where most of the snow seems to have gone. 

APOLOGIA : To those who attended this 

winter's Moonlight Hike, the weak hot 
chocolate was due to my assuming that one 
scoop of mix was the correct amount (rath- 
er than two, as stated in the label di- 
rections, which I read later); it was not 
a conscious effort to save money for the 
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KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
— SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 1980 

7:30 P.M. in the Meeting Room 
at 

Pleasant Manor Nursing Home 
46 Nichols Street 

Parking lot between 
the two buildings; 
meeting (dining) 
room is downstairs 
in building on the 
left (northernmost 

b u ildin g) • 

Refreshments will 
be served. 

Please pay your membership dues by 
March 29 (Annual Meeting) to assure that 
your name will be placed in the roster, 
to be published in the next issue of 
Smoke & Blazes , and to continue receiving 
this publication. 


succeeded in keeping the Killington 
Section "in the black." He and Nancy 
have devoted much time to developing an! 
improving the club's relationship with 
Trail landowners. Although he will no 
longer be a Director, we hope Carl will 
continue his valuable participation in 
the Killington Section. 

MINI HIKE ON THE LT AND AT 

by Rachael Charland 
December 15, 1979 

On a clear, beautiful, wintry Satur- 
day, six energetic hikers, after spot- 
ting two cars, began their trek from 
Gifford Woods to Route //4. We had at 
least two hikers with us who had never 
hiked this section of the LT and AT. 

It was a gradual climb from Gifford 
Woods affording several unusual views. 
Icy rocks slowed the group down as we 
neared Route #4 but with talk of the 
hearty lunches that several members had 
packed, ice wasn't going to hinder theS' : 
adventurers. All packed into one car 
and drove to Gifford Woods where we 
selected the sunniest picnic table area 
and enjoyed our noon repast. 



NOMINATIONS FOR DIRECTORS 

The nominees for two Directors' va- 
cancies are Rob Carey (3 year term) and 
Steve Pulling (2 year term) . Ray Ca- 
tozzi and Churchill Scott will be nomina- 
ted for new three year terms. (Officers 
are elected by the Directors at the first 
meeting of the Board following the annual 
meeting) . 

The present Directors continuing to 
serve and the years their terms expire 
are as follows: 

— Carol Chapman, Roma Pulling and 
Nancy Schmidt - 1981 

— Joe Dicton, Sr. and Harold Rogers 
- 1982 

At this time we wish to express our 
deep appreciation to President Carl 
Schmidt for his dedicated service to the 
club. Under his able leadership we have 


PINE HILL 

by Churchill Scott 
January 12, 1980 


Once again the lack of snow made th: s 
trip just a walk through the woods on P: ne 
Hill. 


We traveled the trails cut by the 
Rutland Recreational Center and which 
are described in the G.M.C. Day Hike 
Guide. We were pleased to have a total 
of nine hikers for this Saturday outing 
among them Mr. and Mrs. Rosenthal of 
Whippany, N.J. whom it was a pleasant 
surprise to see once again. 


While waiting for the fire get start 
ed and the water to boil, the Muddy Pone 
area was explored. 


Returning via the road, we took a 
short side trip to the old stone crushei 
and the enormous boulder where Jim Frinl 
explained its geological history and tht t 
of the surrounding area. 


We are indeed fortunate to have such 
an enjoyable area easily available to us. 

LT RELOCATION SURVEY 
by Churchill Scott 

Continued bare ground into the middle 
of Jnuary offered Preston Bristow an oppor- 
tunity to hike over the Little Killington 
relocation with Joseph Dicton, Sr. and 
Churchill Scott. 

Starting west of the bridge over the 
West Branch of the Cold River, the proposed 
new trail follows an easy grade past the 
Herb Haley farm and a short distance west 
of the Governor Clement Shelter. 

Following along small mountain streams, 
the area is very enjoyable and pleasant. 

At last a steeper ascent begins and for 
1/2 to 3/4 miles it passes a number of 
views , finally reaching the summit of 
Little Killington. Here the trail contin- 
ues in a northeasterly direction to join 
the present Long Trail about 1/4 mile 
north of Tamarack Shelter. 

Preston states that the paper work 
may not be completed until 1981, but the 
middle portion on State land may be cut, 
cleared and blazed this summer (1980) . 

So it is hoped we can get a great deal of 
work done. 


NEW ROUTE TO MINERVA HINCHEY SHELTER 

by Rachael Charland 
| January 26, 1980 

This day was to have been our first 
x-country ski and snowshoe trip on Lake 
St. Catherine. Needless to say. Mother 
[Nature didn't cooperate with us. Seven 
adventurous souls ventured on a little 
| known back road to Minerva Hinchey Shel- 
I ter. We managed to miss the LT trail 
[markers so bushwacked to the shelter. 
[After a quick lunch period we departed 
in a northerly direction for Route #103. 
The wind whistled through the trees and 
[whirled bits of snow as we descended the 
trail to Clarendon Gorge. Again icy for- 
jmations on the rocks slowed our pace. 

After crossing the Gorge bridge we 
[entered the relocated LT area and found 
that not only was its approach rather 
steep, but dangerous if one didn't watch 
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one's footing. This situation was re- 
ported to Harry Peet and we have been 
assured that this area as well as the de- 
scending pathway to Route #103 will re- 
ceive some necessary attention from the 
Long Trail Patrol this summer. At the 
same time those problem boards of the 
bridge will be attended to. 


QUARTERLINE ROAD 
by Harold Rogers 
February 10, 1980 

Eleven dedicated hikers showed up for 
the hike on this pleasant but hazy mor- 
ning. Because of poor conditions for 
snowshoeing and skiing, we left our cars 
at the junction of Quarterline Road and 
Boardman Hill Road and went on foot. 

About a mile up the road we saw some 
interesting knurls or galls on some hard- 
wood trees. Continuing south for about a 
mile, we then turned east up to Flat Rock 
for a view of Rutland city and Otter Val- 
ley to the north. We then zigzagged in a 
southerly direction down through some soft 
woods and apple trees to a log road that 
goes down to the Creek Road. There were 
quite a few wild turkey tracks in this 
area. We built a fire and had hot drinks 
as Churchill Scott had carried water and 
the "makings" for us. 

On returning to our cars along the 
Quarterline Road we had a good view of 
West Rutland. In all we traveled a dis- 
tance of about 4 1/2 miles. 


HEALDVILLE OUTING 

by Kathryn Whalen 
February 16, 1980 

Meeting at the 2X4 Restaurant in 
Healdville, we decided to cancel the 
planned hike around Lake Ninevah due to 
poor weather conditions. Instead seven 
Killington Section members walked to the 
Edward Whalen camp where we enjoyed a hot 
dog roast. Hopefully we can plan another 
trip to Lake Ninevah in the near future. 
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WINTER WEEKEND 
by Roma Pulling 
February 23-2A, 1980 

I was told by an expert that when 
hiking you should always be prepared for 
the unexpected. At Merck Forest the 
unexpected caught up with us when we 
found the road to the parking area 
blocked off, adding at least an extra 
half mile (groan) to carry our packs. 

The caretaker was nowhere in sight 
and neither was the shelter we had re- 
served, but from a passing skier we 
learned of a shelter nearby that fit our 
requirements and moved in. Much later 
we located a Forest employee and found 
that we were in the right spot. 

Four of us — Jim Frink, Rachael 
Charland, Linda Lampert and myself, met 
at the fire station, to be joined later 
by Rob Carey, Steve Pulling and Becky 
Grady. Jim hiked with us on some of the 
nearby forest roads but could not be 
persuaded to spend the night. The rest 
of us slept comfortably with a wood fire 
and enjoyed more hiking the next day. 

Two people reached the top of Mt . Antone 
and were surprised to find up to 10 
inces of snow but no visibility due to 
a layer of fog just below the summit. 

We were sorry that our leader, Chur- 
chill Scott, was sick and couldn't be 
with us; but as usual, Merck Forest pro- 
vided an unforgettable outing. 


HELP THE 


HIKER REACH 
HIS GOAL 
FOR THE 
KIRK FUND 



Total on March 1 
$3,620.24 


HYPOTHERMIA: WHAT IT IS, WHAT TO DO 

(excerpted from "Tracks in the Snow," 
a pamphlet put out by the Prospect Ski 
Club, Bennington) 

Hypothermia is subnormal body tem- 
perature due to the body losing more hej t 
than it can produce. 

Aggravated by cold exposure, wet, 
wind, hunger, fear, panic, and exhaust- 
ion. 

It is the #1 killer of outdoor re- 
creationists . 

It occurs most frequently between 
30 and 50 degrees Fahrenheit because 
people underestimate the weather. 

Beware signs of hypothermia: 

(1) uncontrollable shivering 

(2) mental changes: i.e. apathy, 
listlessness, confusion 

(3) unconsciousness 

(4) freezing of extremities 

(5) death 

** victim will deny he's in trouble** 

Treatment: Get out of wind and rain. 

Remove all wet clothing. If victim is 
only mildly impaired, give warm drinks, 
get dry clothing on, and put him into a 
warmed sleeping bag near the fire. If 
the victim is semi-unconscious or worse, 
try to keep him awake, remove all cloth- 
ing, and put him into a warmed sleeping 
bag with another stripped person. This 
victim is unable to generate his own 
body heat, therefore it must be extern- 
ally provided. Get medical help immed- 
iately. 


SMOKE AND BLAZES DEADLINE 


Please submit your articles and hik i 
reports by June 1 for the next issue of 
Smoke and Blazes . Mail to: 

Carol Chapman 
39 East Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 


TREASURE'S REPORT 
KILLTNGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC 


Balance - l/l/79 *611.1*6 

INCOME - Gin’S TO KIPK ^ND $817.28 

Dl'ES 7b 5. 00 

SALE Qp G.M.C. GUIDE BOOKS 53.35 

SUGAR ON SNOW 30.50 

INTFRFST 26. b7 

SALE OF PATCHES 2.00 

TOTAL 41,671.60 

^ Dues reductions: Rachael Charland - 8 new members 

Raymond Cetozzi - 2 new members 

EXPENSES - TRANSFERRED TO G.L. Kirk Fund $817.28 

G.M.C. (Dues -$282.00j*Books - $6h.73; Patches -$12.53). . 359.26 

SMOKE AND BLAZES 197.62 

OUTINGS 107.92 

TRAILS AND SHELTERS 72.93 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' EXPENSES 38.50 

POSTAGE 27.10 

GIFT - LEUKEMtA SOCIETY - MINERVA HINCHET 20.00 

SECRETARY EXPENSE 9.55 

DUFS REBATES 7.50 

ANNUAL METING 6.1*5 

TELEPHONE EXPENSE bl 


TOTAL $1, 66b. 52 


Includes: Camo Sunrise -$20.00 - will show uo as 1980 income. 

($ 7 .00 Donations - $1?.00 donation ^rom R. Charland - 
Merck Forest - $18.00 - will show uo as 1980 Income. 

REPORT OF GEORGE L. KIRK TRAILS AND SHELTERS FUND 

1.000- SIX YEAR CERTIFICATE f 1,071*. 30 

PURCHASED 1/31/78 

INTEREST 87.75 

1.000- EIGHT YEAR CERTIFICATE 1,000.00 

PURCHASED li/2/79 

INTEREST 62.71* 

90-DAY ACCOUNT BALANCE lA/79 1,211.12 

WITHDRAWAL TO PURCHASE 1,000 CERTIFICATE 1,000.00 

BALANCE li/2/79 211.12 

GIFTS TO FUND 817.28 

INTEREST 51*. 70 

FUND TOTAL - 12/31/79 . . . $3,307.89 

BALANCE 12/31/79 $621.51* 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

W. CHURCHILL SCOTT, TREASURE* 





HF.LP TF * 1, 
HIKFR RFAru 
HTG GOAL 
FOR THF 
KIRK FUND 


Total on March 1 
tl , 620 . ?li 




PLEASE TEAR OPP AND RETURN TH1 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELCRf 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership In the Kllllngton Section of the Green Mountain 
Olub. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LCNQ TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. 

My dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. lAO to Rte A) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec. /Trees. 

152 Maple Street 
Rutland , VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $10.00 Spouse 

family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 

Senior Citizen (over 65 ) A .50 

•Junior members do not receive all OMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters fund in the amount of . 

THANK YOU I 


8.00 

2.00 


KILLINGTON SECTION - OREFN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring Schedule 1980 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information contact: Carl Schmidt, President, 73 Edgerton 
St., 773-6990: Raymond Catozzi, V-Pres., 103 Bellevue Ave., 773-3006; or W. Churchill 
Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 775-5720. 


DATF 

FO“R 

DESTINATION OR EVFNT 

March 29 
( S 8 1 . ) 

7:30 P.M. 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL *E p TTNG. Pleasant 
Manor Nursing u ome, 1*6 Nichols St., Rutland. 
See article within for further directions. 

Anril 1? 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 A.m. 
(Fasy) 

w vsterv “ike. L mile round trio. 

Churchill Scott 775.5720 

Apr. l ft -20 
(Fri .-Sun. ) 

6:00 P.M. 
(Difficult) 

Sixteen mile End-to-Eno Baeknackine Trio from 
Grout Job to Route 9. Traverse Glastonbury Mt. 

For further information call Roma p ulling - 777-6997 

Apr. 27 
( Sun . ) 

9:00 A.M. 

WORK PARTY. Outhouse repair at Tucker-Johnson 
Shelter. 1.6 mi. 

Joe Dicton, Sr. 775-l*Uii6 

MA V 3 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

WORK PARTY. Clarendon Gorge area trail reloca- 
tion. Rain date: May L. 

Joe Dicton, Sr. 775-LLU6 

V AY 10 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

GREEN UP DAY. Location to be announced. 

Joe Dicton, Sr. 775—1*1*1*6 

MAY 17 
(Sat.) 

8:30 A.M. 
(Difficult) 

Mend on Peak. An ambitious 10-mile hike bush- 
vacking uo the northwest side of the mountain. 

Rob C8rey 773-7076 

MAY 18 
( Sun . ) 

9:00 A.M. 

WALK -THOUGH Killington Section's oart or the LT. 
(See Long Trail News). Light trail clearing and 
observation of future major repairs necessary. 

Joe Dicton, Sr. 775 -!j1j1*6 

MA V 2L-26 
(Sat. -Mon. ) 


OMc ANNUAL MATING in Soutn Pomfret. See Long 
Trail News. 

June 1 
(Sun. ) 

1:00 p.M. 

Sawmil 1 “ill T^dpes overlooking lake St. Catherine 
in Wei 1 s, Vt. This is a fairlv ea9v 2 mi 1 e hike, 
but it is advised not tc bring children because o r 
the steeD cliff. Geoloeical e^lanetion of area. 

Jim Frink 775-L925 

June 15 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 A.M. 

Mystery Hike. Easy to moderate. Mcae cu;£4 LfinR. 

Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

June 26 
(Thurs. ) 

6:00 p.M. 

Picnic at Texas Falls. 

Churchill Scott 775-5720 


BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED; WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTH p RS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPFNSE WHEN THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE DRIVING DISTANCF TO HIKING AREA. 




KILLINGTON SECTION, CMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND, VERMONT 0570U 



Mr/Mrs Craigue Perkin . 4 
90 Woodstock Stag© 
Rutland, Vt O 57 OI 










KILLINGTON section annual meeting 

by 

W. Churchill Scott 

The annual meeting of the Killington 
Section was held Saturday, March 29, again 
this year at the Pleasant Manor Nursing 
Home. Twenty-six people were present. 

President Carl Schmidt, with the aid 
of flip-charts, gave a detailed account of 
our Section. We have been holding our 
own financially, but with a projected 
main club increase in assessment next 
year we will have to examine our expenses. 
Section membership was down from 119 in 
1978 to 107 in 1979. 

The following reports were given: 
•Treasurer’s and Secretary’s - W.C. 
Scott 

•Trails & Shelters - Joe Dicton, Sr. 

Joe reported that 75% of our section of 
trail was covered last year. Expenses 
were kept down due to Joe's efforts to 
economize in every way. 

• Smoke & Blazes - Carol Chapman 
•Outings - A written report was sub- 
mitted by Rachael Char land. Possible 
bike and canoe trips were discussed. 

•Main Club Directors - Rob Carey. 

Carl expressed the section's apprecia- 
tion to everyone for the fine work done 
during the past year. Rob Carey was elec- 
ted to the Main Club's Board of Directors. 

Raymond Catozzi and Churchill Scott 
were elected to the Board of Directors 
for three year terms. Steve Pulling and 
Rob Carey, respectively, were elected 
directors to complete the unexpired terms 
of Carl Schmidt (2 years) and Rachael 
Charland (3 years). 

Preston Bristow, fresh from the New 
England Trails Conference, gave a very 
thorough account of the current Appalach- 
ian Trail relocation project. He noted 
that nearly three-quarters of the AT 
between Vt. 140 and the Connecticut River 


is slated for relocation during the 1980 's. 
This includes substantial portions in the 
Killington Section, including a signifi- 
cant stretch between Governor Clement 
Shelter and the summit of Little Killing- 
ton. 

The Killington Section area is pro- 
gressing well, according to Preston. 
Arrangements with landowners are expected 
to be completed by 1981, unless, as pre- 
sently seems likely to happen, funding of 
the AT bill is cut by Congress. 

The following officers were elected 
by the Board of Directors: 

President - Nancy Schmidt 

Vice-President - Roma Pulling 

Sec.-Treas. - W.C. Scott 

Once again the ladies served delicious 
refreshments, bringing an enjoyable eve- 
ning to a close. 

Everyone deserves credit for joining 
in and helping to make 1979 such a good 
year. 

NOTE: See succeeding article for 

more recent changes in officers. 


A FAREWELL 

It is with much regret that we must 
inform you that the Killington Section is 
losing several of its most valued and ac- 
tive members. 

For some time we had known that Rach- 
ael, upon retirement, was moving west to 
Flagstaff, Arizona. 

In April the Schmidts learned that 
Carl was to be transferred this summer to 
the G.E. plant in Cincinnati, Ohio. There- 
fore, at the directors' meeting on April 
26 Nancy announced her resignation as pres- 
ident and director. Rob Carey was elected 
as the new president and Winnie Shambo 
was elected to serve as a director to com- 
plete Nancy's term. 



Nancy, Carl, and Rachael have all de- 
voted so much of their energy, time, and 
spirit to the Killington Section that 
their departure will leave a big hole. 

We all want to express our gratitude 
to them and to wish them Godspeed in 
their new ventures . 


NEW ENGLAND TRAILS CONFERENCE 

by Winnie Shambo 
March 29, 1980 

Saturday, March 29, happened to be a 
very busy day — what with the annual 
meeting of the Killington Section, my 
adult education class field trip, and the 
63rd Annual New England Trails Conference 
all scheduled for the same day. 

After due consideration, and not being 
of a split personality, I opted for the 
NETC at Mount Holyoke College along with 
Rachael Charland. Because we were able 
to stay with my sister, Chiquita, who 
lives in Northampton, we were only about 
five miles from South Hadley where the 
conference was held. 

We found the 50 or so people who attend- 
ed very friendly and willing to share what- 
ever information they had concerning trails. 

The morning was devoted to trail con- 
dition reports. When the Green Mountain 
Club was called, Rachael gave an impromptu 
report and put forth a good presentation 
in our behalf. I'm not sure who was sup- 
posed to be representing the GMC , but Pres- 
ton Bristow didn't arrive until the after- 
noon session. After some discussion, we 
both agreed that the Club should appoint 
someone to represent us each year instead 
of operating on a hit-or-miss basis. And 
even if the Main Club sends a representa- 
tive, our own section might want to con- 
sider sending its own representative. 

We were entertained by the showing of 
two slide shows. The first was a very in- 
teresting and informative presentation on 
the activities of the Dartmouth Outing 
Club. The second was George Ernst's vaca- 
tion to Mount Rainier and vicinity. He had 
such beautiful shots of wildflowers and 
many excellent scenes of the Cascade Range. 
It was particularly interesting to see 
Mount Saint Helens looking so peaceful in 
these slides of last year, knowing of her 
recent activity. 


The speaker of the day was a repre- 
sentative of Heritage Conservation Resour e 
Service from the Department of the Inter- 
ior. She spoke at some length on the leg 
islation President Carter is trying to 
get passed, on the establishment of a 
National Trails System, and the funding 
available to us. She asked for feedback 
from the various clubs , so that the goveri - 
ment would be better able to designate 
different areas for hiking, trail biking, 
rec-vehicles , etc. We found her to be 
well informed on her subject and an inter- 
esting speaker. 

As hikers we were concerned with the 
problem of trail bikes and snowmobiles 
using the same trails as hikers and were 
told that the reality of life comes down 
to the sharing of trails with other types 
of recreation. This may well include 
trail bikers, etc. using hiking trails. 

You can well imagine our feelings on that 
point ! 

We felt this particular Saturday was 
well worth the trip to Massachusetts and 
hope more of "our" people will attempt to 
go next year. You'll find the Conference 
very Interesting and you may learn of som< 
hiking trails previously unknown to you. 


A TRIBUTE TO MARTHA M. ADAMS 
Jan. 9, 1878 - Jan. 3, 1980 

by 

Ellen B. Russell 
(niece of Martha Adams) 


When a person has lived almost 102 
years , there is much to be said of their 
years of interests and activities. Marth< 
M. Adams was one of those persons. Her 
death occurred January 3, 1980, just six 
days short of her 102nd birthday. The 
Killington Section lost its oldest member 
on that date. Naturally her advanced yeads 
with frailty of limb prevented active par- 
ticipation, but her interest in those who 
found enjoyment and exercise in "tramping 
the woods" remained keen almost to the end. 


One of Martha's (Aunt Mat to many pec- 
ple) interests was the wildflowers, ferns, 
and shrubs of the Vermont hills. Born on 
a farm in Shrewsbury (th«.Long Trail cross- 
es Route 103 in East Clarendon at the rail- 
road crossing by the road which leads up 
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the hill to the Anthony Adams farm) , she 
learned early to love the treasures of na- 
ture. She spoke often of walking the area 
and of the thrill of standing on the Fox 
Lot to look off to Rutland and the valley 
>eneath the hill where Route 7 now runs. 


She moved to Rutland in her early teens 
to be able to pursue a formal education. 

One of her instructors, a Professor Snow, 
lad a great influence upon her. From him 
she learned the business skills which she 
later applied in positions in the law of- 
fices of the late Charles Howe, at one 
time a Probate Court judge. Also, at the 
same time, she was bookkeeper for the late 
Charles G. Noyes, a building contractor. 
Many will remember her as a life-long 
business woman. 


Neighbors on Roberts Avenue (Rutland) 
will remember that she arose at dawn many 
mornings during the summer months to tend 
her lower garden. She took much pleasure 
in raising flowers which she could cut and 
share with others. She developed a near 
professional knack of floral arrangement 

K d arranged flowers for her church for 
ny years. When her garden could not pro- 
duce the necessary blooms, she knew where 
to search in the meadows or nearby hills 
to find the needed flowers. It was fortun- 
ate that her relatives continued to have 
farmlands from which she could pirate. 

She was active in several organizations, 
>oth civic and fraternal, and in her ad- 
vanced years took pride in being honored 
jn several occasions for being their oldest 
Living member. 


It was appropriate that the words, "I 
ri.ll lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 

/hence cometh my help " be recited 

it the memorial service held in remembrance 
>f this fine lady. 


ing at a social affair, preparing food for 
work parties or telling a story about our 
early trips. 

For many years she was instrumental in 
obtaining the CVPS rooms for our annual 
meeting and the cafeteria for our always 
delicious refreshments. 

In later years her health did not per- 
mit Eleanor to be active in our outings, 
but whenever we met we could count on many 
entertaining stories about the section. 

All of our longtime club members will 
remember her more than 15 years of service 
as Secretary-Treasurer. 

I know we will all miss Eleanor very 
deeply. 


SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY 
by Roma Pulling 
March 8, 1980 

Apparently sugar-on-snow parties had 
been held in private homes sometime in the 
past, and this year, for economic reasons, 
we resumed the practice. 

Twenty-one people, including a report- 
er from the Rutland HERALD, delighted in 
the main course boiled down to perfection 
by Janet Martin. This was supplemented 
by pickles, doughnuts, and coffee. 

It almost became sugar-sans-snow, but 
at the last moment Cynthia Pulling saved 
the day by dashing out in the rain and 
filling containers with snow from the 
back yard. Fortunately, a fresh supply 
had fallen the night before. 

The writer can't speak for the guests, 
but from the hostess' viewpoint, the par- 
ty was a huge success. 


IN MEMORY OF ELEANOR WALKER 
by 

W. Churchill Scott 

Once again this spring the Killington 
Section has lost a longtime member who al- 
rays enjoyed our section's activities to 
■he utmost . 

Eleanor Walker will always be remem- 
iered for her cheerful smile and willing- 
less to help others, whether it was assist- 


HIGH POND MYSTERY HIKE 
by Stephen Pulling 
April 13, 1980 

For you who don't remember, April 13th 
was a perfect spring day for a mystery 
hike. Sixteen people, including two Scouts 
from Troop 105, should remember that day 
very well. 

After driving through one section of 
very muddy road, we parked the cars before 
attempting a second mudhole and walked to 
Half Moon State Park where the hike actually 
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began. After walking a few hundred yards 
down the state park's main road, we turned 
north and hiked along an easy, well-marked 
trail to High Pond. At this point we 
stopped, ate lunch, and enjoyed the gor- 
geous day and lovely view across the pond. 
When lunch and a short siesta were over, 
we walked leisurely back to the cars. 

BRANDON GAP TO MIDDLEBURY GAP 
by Roma Pulling 
April 19-20, 1980 

This backpacking trip was originally 
scheduled as a hike over Glastenbury 
Mountain. But after receiving reports of 
heavy snow remaining in that area, we de- 
cided to undertake something less ambi- 
tious. In spite of some initial disappoint- 
ment at the change, we had a fabulous 
weekend. 

Rob Carey, Lee LaVictoire, Anne Maus- 
olff and Steve Pulling met at the writer's 
house Saturday morning, and the five of us 
headed for Brandon Gap. The weather was 
perfect. We encountered patchy snow and 
less mud than would ordinarily hamper the 
hiker at this time of year. With a pace 
that allowed plenty of time to stop and 
enjoy the scenery, we arrived at Sucker 
Brook Shelter, delighted to find we had 
it all to ourselves. 

After a pleasant evening around the 
campfire, we slept comfortably and awoke 
to another good day, marred only by some 
light rain toward the end of the trip. 

The highlight of our second day was loca- 
ting Worth Mountain Lodge, which apparent- 
ly few hikers have seen. 

After a quick visit of Lake Pleiad, 
with evidence of beavers at work, we re- 
luctantly left for home. 

TUCKER- JOHNSON WORK PARTY 

by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

April 27, 1980 

Our thanks to all the volunteers who 
helped us repair and relocate the Tucker- 
Johnson outhouse. It was a fine effort 
and a good job done by Linda Butler, Rob 
Carey, Carol Chapman, Joe Dictons, Jr. and 
Sr., Ann Mausolff, Edward Morse (Medford, 
Mass.), Anna Nyiri, George Reynolds, and 


Winnie Shambo. 

A large deep hole was dug for the new 
location of the outhouse. A metal front 
with a new door was installed as well as i 
metal replacement for a missing side. 

Following our work most of the group 
stayed at the shelter for a well-earned 
lunch. A hike up to Deer's Leap brought 
the day's outing to a most pleasant con- 
clusion. 

CLARENDON GORGE WORK PARTY 
by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

May 3, 1980 

The Clarendon Gorge trail relocation 
was accomplished by installing a switch- 
back trail up the steep bank off Route 
103. 

At the foot of the Clarendon Bridge 
the trail was moved away from a hazardous 
area. 

These outstanding tasks were performe< 
by Stephen Pulling, George Reynolds, Bob 
Badger, Roma and A1 Pulling, Becky Grady, 
Joe Minard, Gary Ackerman, Sue Smyer, Joe 
Dictons, Jr. & Sr., Anna Nyiri, Scott Fer- 
guson, and a friend of Scott's. 

As you can see, this was a fine turn- 
out for this important project. 

Once again, the Killington Section is 
grateful to the above volunteers. 


GREEN UP 
by Roma Pulling 
May 10, 1980 

It was interesting to note that the 
bureaucratic runaround is exercised even 
in planning a trash pick-up. We were 
shuffled among the city clerk, district 
highway engineer, the woman behind the 
desk at the Highway Department, the town 
clerk, two selectmen and the Rutland Town 
road commissioner before completing plans 
for Green Up Day. 

Only four persons took part in this 
effort — Joe Dictons, Sr. & Jr., A1 Pul- 
ling and myself — but we collected about 
35 bags of trash from North Grove Street 
and Bittersweet Lane, including a box of 
retumables which netted us $2.55 for the 
Kirk Fund. Thanks go to Joe Dicton and AI 


Pulling for use of their trucks. Besides 
the inevitable bottles, cans, paper and 
rags, we found these more unusual items: 

• a dead cat 

• 2 sneakers (not mates) 

• a lady's fashion boot 

• a car gas tank 

• a golf club (9 iron) 

• a loaf of French bread 

Those who spent this beautiful spring 
day in the mountains or at the lake could- 
n't really be blamed, but the writer re- 
turned home with a feeling of accomplish- 
ment and a renewed appreciation for Ver- 
mont's bottle law and the ban on flip- 
top cans, without which our job would 
have been much harder. 


MEN DON PEAK BUSHWHACK 

I by Rob Carey 
May 17, 1980 

Nine ambitious bushwhackers — Steve 
Stergerwald, Roma Pulling, Audrey and Da- 
vid Baker, Tom Cunningham, Karen Unsworth, 
Arnold and Glen Goodman, and myself turned 
out for this hike. We hope to see these 
| new people again. 

The weather cooperated perfectly. 

I Friday night was cold, slowing down the 
I bugs. Saturday was cool at first but not 
cold. It stayed clear all day. This was 
a repeat of the weather the last two 
times we hiked Mendon Peak in 1972 and in 
1960. 

We took a new route, following the 
old road along Eddy Brook, from Brewers 
Corners, until it crossed the brook after 
about 1 1/2 miles. Then we bushwhacked 
up the ridge at 180° for about 1/2 mile 
after which we turned to 150° and the 
summit. In theory, this course would 
keep us in the hardwoods and out of the 
thick spruce and fir until we were almost 
| to the top. As it turned out that is 
ixactly what happened. The view from the 
I summit was spectacular, especially to the 
Isouth and east. 

Someone had placed a register on top 
I two years ago. Only about 50 people had 
signed, most of them from out of state. 
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APPALACHIAN TRAIL WALK-THROUGH 

by Carol Chapman 
May 18, 1980 

In spite of almost steady rain that 
day, eight club members participated in 
this GMC statewide activity. President 
Rob Carey organized our group , sending 
pairs out to hike different sections of 
the trail. 

Joe Dicton, Sr. and Rob cleared the 
trail from Lower Cold River Road to Gov. 
Clement Shelter. They found the trail to 
be in good shape except for a few wet 
spots . 

Al and Roma Pulling, covering the 
stretch between Route 103 and Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter, found it in relatively 
good condition. They came upon several 
blowdowns which Al and Joe have since 
cleared out. The shelter is in good re- 
pair with the outhouse still standing ! 

Al and Roma picked up and returned a sack 
of bottles and obtained $1.65 for the 
Kirk Fund. 

Steve Pulling and Becky Grady encoun- 
tered three blowdowns on their section of 
trail from Route 140 to Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter. They cleared out one, rerouted 
the trail around a second, and recruited 
Al and Joe to clean up the third with a 
chain saw on the following weekend. 

Mrs. Anna Nyiri and Carol Chapman 
hiked between Lower Cold River Road and 
Route 103. They discovered several long 
muddy stretches, two new blowdowns and 
two signs which need repainting or re- 
placing. 

In summary, the Walk-Through was a 
success and a good way to make us aware 
of our trail's condition and needs. 


APPRECIATION EXPRESSED 


Roma and Al Pulling recently received 
the following letter of appreciation: 

At its regular meeting May 12, 1980, 
the Board acknowledged the fine job you 
and the Green Mountain Club did in the 
North Grove Street area on Green-Up Day. 

The roadside looks terrific! 

Thank you very much for your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Town of Rutland 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB (G.M.C.), INC. 

BY-LAWS 

1) Ratified 1/18/75 3) Ratified 1/20/79 

2) Revised to reflect G.M.C. 

By-laws; subject to rati- 
fication in 1981 

NOTE: Incorporates all revisions 1/18/75 and later. 

The purpose of the Killington Section of the G.M.C. shall be to maintain that 
part of the Long Trail, along with side trails and shelters, assigned to it by 
the G.M.C.; to arrange for group hikes and other social and appropriate activit- 
ies; to encourage proper trail and shelter use throughout its section of the 
Long Trail. 

All voting members shall be at least 18 years old. 

Persons under 18 years of age may be admitted as Junior Members, but they may 
neither vote nor hold office. 

The activities of the Section shall be managed by a Board of Directors, con- 
sisting of nine members over 21 years of age. The Directors shall be nominated 
from the floor and elected at the Annual Meeting. 

The terms of office of the Directorsshall be three years, with three Directors 
elected each year. IMtlllltililittlt 

Uttl/itUtlilUiUlttlUillUt. 

The absence of a Director from two consecutive meetings of the Board, without a 
valid reason, shall terminate his membership on the Board and create a vacancy. 
Vacancies on the Board, created thus or through resignation, may be filled by a 
majority vote of the remaining Directors, subject to approval of the Section at 
the next Annual Meeting. 

Officers shall be elected by the Directors from among their number at the first 
meeting of the Board following the Annual Meeting. They shall consist of Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, with the last two being combined if 
found desirable. The term of office shall be for one year. 

The Directors shall elect from their number t'hll’ti'kiti.ii Directors to the G.M.C. 
as allocated by the G.M.C. Bylaws . In the event that Director candidates for the 
office of G.M.C. Director are found lacking, the Directors may seek can- 

didates from the general Section membership. 

The By-laws may be amended by a 3/4 vote of the Board of Directors, subject to 
approval by a majority vote of the Section members at the Annual Meeting, followinj 
a notice of at least two weeks. 

The Board shall meet at least twice a year, upon the call of the President or at 
the request of three or more Directors. A quorum for all business of the Board, 
other than amendment of the By-laws, shall be a majority of the total number of 
Directors. 

The Annual Meeting shall be held no later than the end of April to nomir ate 

and to elect Directors, hear reports of the Officers and G.M.C. Director^ )» 

plan for the coming year and to transact any other appropriate business. 

Annual dues, to cover the G.M.C. assessment, trail and shelter work, social and 
other appropriate activities, publication of a newsletter, shall be set by the 
Board of Directors, subject to approval by a majority vote at the Annual Meeting. 


////// ••• deletions 
... additions 


GMC 

KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
MAY, 1980 


7 


Barber, Mr. /Mrs. David 
Bequaert, Frank 
Bissell, Mrs. Cecilia E. 
laskovitch, Mrs. W.J. 
oy Scout Troop //105 
c/o Mr. D. Marquard 
ryant, Harriet 
addell, Ralph 
ahee, Hedrick 
Carey, Rob 
Catozzi , Raymond 
Catozzi, Billy 
Catozzi, Joe 
apman, Carol 
arland, Rachael 
onion, George 
ulvert, Harry 
avies, Mr. /Mrs. Charles 
icton, Joseph, Sr. 
iction, Joseph, Jr. 

erlin, Joel C. 
aulkner, Kim 

itzgerald, Mr. /Mrs. Brian 
rink, Helen 
Frink, James 
Guerre ra, Eleanor 
Kirk, Mrs. George 
Victoire, Lee 
ier, Elsie 
rtin, Mr. /Mrs. John 
usolff, Anne 
llin, Ruth L. 
ewton, Doris 
lyiri, Anna 
uffort, John 
gden, Herbert G., Jr. 
arsons , Carl 
eet, Harry 
erkins, Craigue 
Perkins, Mr. /Mrs. Robert 
Perkins, Christopher 
erkins, Ralph 
erkins, Vera 
ulling, Mr. /Mrs. A1 
ulling, Steve 
eynolds , George 
berts, Mr. /Mrs. Richard 
gers, Harold 

osenthal, Mr. /Mrs. Arnold 
ulier, Bettina 
Russell, Ellen 
Schmidt, Mr. /Mrs. Carl 
Schmidt, Ellen 
Schmidt, Charles 
Schneider, Norman 
Scott, W. Churchill 


Box 1097 
44 Bertwell Road 
Signal Pine Farm 
Box 367 

70 Killington Avenue 
Box 131 

R.D.//2 

179 Union Street 
7 Milford House Road, Apt. #9 
103 Bellevue Avenue 
103 Bellevue Avenue 
103 Bellevue Avenue 
39 East Street 

c/o Dr. Ravit/ 128 Merchants Row 

R.D. #2 

Plains Road 

Camp Betsey Cox 

Sugarwood Hill Road 

Sugarwood Hill Road 

287 Loudville Road 

7 Green Square 
R.D. #2 

10 Elm Street 
60 Litchfield Avenue 
20 Shedd Place 

8 East Washington Street 
12-5 Regency Manor 

280 Fort Washington Ave. 

7 Curtis Avenue 
R.D . #1 

Loretto Home 
26 Boutwell Road 
167 Stratton Road 
453 Victor Way 
R.D. #6, Liberty Hill 
170 Stratton Road 
c/o GMC Headquarters 
Woodstock Stage 
4812 Lebanon Road 
41 Wachusetts Avenue 
41 Wachusetts Avenue 
242 South Main Street 
R.D. Woodstock Avenue 
R.D. Woodstock Avenue 

8 Hillcrest Road 
2 Hill Place 
223 Adams Street 
8 Ford Hill Road 
25 Piedmont Drive 
33 Thayer Street 
73 Edgerton Street 
73 Edgerton Street 
73 Edgerton Street 

71 North Street 

132 Maple Street 


Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Putney, VT 05346 
Dearborn, MI 48121 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Dorset, VT 05251 
Poultney, VT 05764 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Milford, N.H. 03055 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Easthampton, MA 01027 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Poultney, VT 05764 
Randolph, VT 05060 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
New York, NY 10032 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Chester, VT 05143 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Andover, MA 01810 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Wyckoff, N.J. 07481 
Laconia, N.H. 03246 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Charlotte, N.C. 28212 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Whippany, N.J. 07981 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Providence, RI 02906 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Belcher town, MA01002 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Shambo, Winnie 
Sherman, Jake 
Simonds, William 
Smith, Mr. /Mrs. R. Clarke 
Unsworth, Karen 
Valiquette, Thelma 
Valiquette, Anne M. 
Valiquette, John J. 
Valiquette, Mary A. 
Valiquette, Thomas J. 
Weeks, Mr. /Mrs. Lloyd 
Weston, Wilbur 
Wilson, Carleton 
Winturri, Mauri 
Woodbury, Mr /Mrs. Philip 

Noyes, Mrs. Donald 


142 Dorr Drive 

48 Morse Place 

18 Terrace Hill 

179 Grove Street 

45 North Main Street. Apt. 

93 Killington Avenue 

R. D. #2 

R.D. #2 

R.D.//2 

R.D . #2 

7 Harvard Street 
Rte . 4, Box F-V 21 
9 Harvard Street 
179 High Street 
Box 53 

59 Terrill Street 


Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Apex, N.C. 27502 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Fitchburg, MA 01420 
Perkinsville , VT 05151 

Rutland, VT 05701 


HIKING COMPANION WANTED 

Would like companion while hiking the 
Long Trail between July 7 and July 20. 

For further information write to Lee La- 
Victoire, 12-5 Regency Manor, Rutland, 

VT 05701 or call (802) 773-6463. 


SMOKE AND BLAZES DEADLINE 

Please submit your articles and hike 
reports for the September issue of Smoke 
and Blazes by September 1. Mail to: 

Carol Chapman, 39 East Street, Rutland, 

VT 05701. 


NEEDED TO BORROW 

An elite-type typewriter for last 
minute details on Smoke end Blazes once 
every three months'! Please call Carol 
Chapman after 5 P.M. at 775-55^5. 


RELOCATION OF CHURCHILL SCOTT 

This summer and fall until November 
Churchill is employed as a forest fire 
lookout on Killington Peak. He will be 
in Rutland on Wednesday evenings and dur- 
ing the day on Thursday. If you wish to 
reach him while he is on Killington, you 
may call him at 422-3400. 


HIKING COMPANION WANTED 

Backpacking partner for four-day 
trip in September from Sherburne Pass to 
Hanover via AT. For information contact 
Karen Unsworth, 45 North Main Street, 
Apt. 2, Rutland, VT 05701. 





KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer I98O Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station 
on the day and hour listed. For more information contact 1 Robert 
Carey, President, 7 Milford House Road A9» Milford, NH 03055* 603-673- 
6395i Roma Pulling, Vice Pres., R. F. D. 2, Woodstock Ave., 773-6997* 
or W . Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 775-5720. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

July 5-6 
(Sat. -Sun. ) 

9«00 a.m. . 
(Jwed.-Dif f • ) 

END-TO-END Brandon Gap to South Pond, 
15 mi. Overnight at Logan shelter. 

Rob Carey, 773-7076 

July 13 
( Sun . ) 

9«00 a.m. 

Work party, Cooper Lodge to Pico Camp. 

Joe Dicton, Sr. 775-^446 

July 19 
(Sat.) 

lOtOO a.m. 

(Easy J 

MYSTERY HIKE 4 mi. More details later. 

Ray Qatozzi, 773-3006 

August 2 
(Sat. ) 

1 1 00 p.m. 

CORN ROAST Minerva Hinchey shelter. 
Reservations must be made in advance. 

There will be a small charge. 

Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 

August 9 
(Sat. ) 

9«00 a.m. 
(Easy ) 

ABBEY POND An attractive wilderness pond 
within view of Robert Frost Mt. 4 mi. 


August 16-23 


September 7 9»30 a.m. 

(Sun. ) (ked. ) 


September 12-14 
(Fri.-Sun. ) 


Robert Badger, 773-3777 

GMC INTERSECTIONAL Camp Sunrise in 
Orwell. See Long Trail News. 

KILLINGTON PEAK VIA BUCKLIH TRAIL Vis- 
it Churchill Scott at his summer loca- 
tion. 5 mi. Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

GMC AUTUMN OUTING Mountain Meadows 
Campground in Lincoln. See Long Trail 
News. 


September 13 9i00 a.m, 
(Sat) 


September 27 10«00 a.m. 
(Sat.) (Easy) 


BIKE TRIP Furnish your own equipment. 
About 30 miles. Watch the Herald for 
further details. Anne Mausolff, 

875-3631 

PITTSFORD ICE CAVES A short hike to 
a talus type of cave, where ice usual- 
ly remains through the summer. 

Jean Davies, 483-6623 


BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE! INDICATED* WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF 
FOOTGEAR AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE 
WHEN THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DRIVING DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 






KILLINGTON SECTION, GMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701 
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JUNE SECTION DIRECTORS' MEETING 
by 

Rob Carey, President 

Counting Churchill's telephone con- 
versation, all Directors were present. 

Ray Catozzi made a membership commit- 
tee report. Ideas generated included 
wider postings of our schedule, special 
introductory hikes, and a presentation at 
the Rutland Free Library. The last could 
be made in fall or spring. 

Trails & Shelters - Thanks to Joe 
Dicton's efforts the Trails & Shelters 
Committee, with help from dedicated wor- 
kers, has covered the trail well. The 
relocation from Upper Cold River Road to 
Killington is progressing well. This re- 
location is part of the plan for perman- 
ent protection of the Appalachian Trail 
required by the federal government . 

Troop #105, under the direction of Steve 
Pulling, has cut at least half of the 
portion on state land. They will be 
continuing soon. 

The recent bulldozing of the old LT 
down to Clarendon Gorge was discussed. 

It was felt that any action should be 
left up to the Main Club, Preston Bris- 
tow, or the Vermont Fish and Game De- 
partment. 

As a result of the trash at Cooper 
Lodge in spring for the past several 
years, the Directors voted to recommend 
conversion to an open-front shelter with- 
out a stove. The shelter would still be 
available for use by hikers, but would 
be less appealing for spring parties. 

It is expected that approval from the 
Main Club and the state will be forth- 
coming to allow the work to be done next 
Bummer . . 


SAWMILL HILL LEDGES 

by Jim Frink 
June 1, 1980 

For some time Churchill Scott and I 
had been seeking new and interesting 
places to explore each Wednesday. On one 
of these trips we learned that each of us 
had long had a desire to climb to the top 
of the high cliffs which border the east 
side of Route 30 from Wells, Vt . up past 
the whole length of Lake St. Catherine. 

Shortly thereafter, we drove down to 
Wells and sought a trail leading to the 
top, but we found no indication of any 
such trail leading up from the south 
where we figured a trail ought to be. 

After driving up a dirt road on the 
east side of the cliffs and parking in a 
small meadow, we bushwacked straight up 
the almost perpendicular east side to the 
edge of the cliffs. There was a north- 
south trail along the cliff edge which we 
explored well to the north. The view was 
beautiful, taking in the town of Wells, 
all of Lake St. Catherine, and the country 
to the west including the three Granville 
towns. We turned back south figuring that 
this would be the trail down to the road 
that connects Route 30 to Route 133 to the 
east, but we came to a high ledge of rock 
which seemed to have no exit, so we bush- 
wacked down the east side again to the 
car. 

This is all we knew about the ledges 
and the trail until it came time for me 
to lead the scheduled hike there on June 1. 
There were about 18 in our party. (Chur- 
chill couldn't go since he had started 
his fire watch on Killington for the sum- 
mer.) Not knowing any better, I led the 
group up the steep east side — short, 
but quite a climb! 

After we had explored the ledges as 
far north as we wanted to go, a hiker who 
was familiar with the area told me there 
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was a trail which ascended the ledges 
from the south. On going there again, 1 
discovered that I had not looked close 
enough to the cliff edge. This time, 
however, we spotted some almost vertical 
steps in the rocks descending about 12 
feet to a really steep trail south. It 
did not go all the way to the connecting 
road, however, but by turning east near 
the bottom we were able to cross some 
fields and come out a little south of 
where we had parked. 

I think everyone enjoyed the exper- 
ience. 


MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ray Catozzi 
June 15, 1980 

Even though they knew not where they 
were going, 13 adventurous hikers assem- 
bled at Main St. Park this fine June day. 
willing to give it their best. They 
found out eventually , and enjoyed it 
immensely, they said; but just for fun, 
for our readers who didn't go, let's pro- 
long the mystery and make it a guessing 
game: 

Four miles east of Rutland on Route 4 
we parked our cars, and started hiking 
up a gravel road which ran between apple 
trees. Three-fourths of a mile up we 
left the road, went down a short path, 
crossed a well-known brook that flows 
through Rutland, and entered the path 
again for a short distance until it 
joined an old logging road. A short, 
very steep trail led up to the left and 
onto a rock ledge. 

From this ledge there is a splendid 
view of Rutland, especially of a shopping 
center. 

After an enjoyable lunch on the ledge, 
during which the leader served cheese, 
crackers and wine in honor of all hiking 
fathers (June 15 being Father's Day), we 
returned to the logging road and contin- 
ued south for awhile. Then we cut down 
another old road to the west, recrossed 
the same brook mentioned earlier, and 
followed up its left bank to a beauti- 
ful, though small, waterfall. 

Continuing up the brook, we reached 
the path where we had crossed the brook 


coming in, and then returned to the gra- 
vel road. But instead of going back dcnn, 
the leader led the group further up the 
road, even though it had started to raid. 

A treat was in store for them, especially 
the country house lovers. At the end of 
the road was a stone house, built like i 
miniature castle over 40 years ago by tie 
man who started one of the first ski arqas 
in the northeast U.S. 

Because of a downpour, we huddled ir 
the shelter of a large tree, while the 
leader recounted the house's history to 
the group. 

The rain let up after a few minutes, 
so we headed back down the gravel road to 
our cars and then home. 

O.K. What brook (1) did we cross, 
recross, and travel up? What ledge (2) 
on what mountain (3) did we climb? What 
home (4) did we visit? Who (5) started 
what ski area (6)? 

Answers: (1) Tenney Brook (2) Snake 
Ledge, also called Wonder Ledge, or Mys 
tery Ledge, very visible from NE Rutland 
(3) East Mountain (4) Mead Castle 
(5) Brad Mead (6) Pico Peak. 


TEXAS FALLS 

by W. Churchill Scott 
June 26, 1980 

Many recollections of past good times 
were made when the Killington Section hai 
a mid-week picnic supper at Texas Falls. 

There was a mixture of new faces and 
old, including the entire Shambo family, 
oldtimers like Ray and Lou Catozzi and tie 
former Louella Green who backpacked with 
Craigue and Mary Perkins' daughters in 
the 1930s and '40s. 

After a bit to eat, most everyone en 
joyed a tasty treat from the Shambos' ga 
den of fresh Swiss chard. 

Last of all, we took a short walk 
over the nature trail and visited the im ■ 
pressive gorge cut through the rocks ove 
the past millions of years. Here we toll 
tales of cold water swimming in various 
pot-holes way back before the area was de- 
veloped by the U.S.F.S. 

It would be good to have more half- 
day outings like this one that whole fam 
ilies could enjoy. 


co 
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LT BACKPACK 

by Rob Carey 
July 5 & 6, 1980 

Five backpackers, including myself, 
met at the fire station. We had a long 
first day planned, up the South Pond 
Trail to the LT, then north to Logan 
Shelter. The only significant climb is 
up to South Pond, but there are a lot of 
minor up-and-down stretches on the Trail. 

We found the South Pond Trail and 
followed it to the pond with no trouble, 
thanks to A1 and Roma Pulling who had 
checked it out the week before. The 
guidebook, my memory, and Ray's memory 
all agreed that the LT was located right 
near the pond. It wasn't. After lunch, 
we spent over an hour looking for it. 

We finally followed a gravel road east 
without much hope. Eventually the road 
crossed the LT, and although we didn't 
know it then, we were about one quarter 
of a mile from Rolston's Rest. This 
meant we had added almost two miles to 
the hike! 

By the time we got to Logan Shelter, 
it was starting to rain and the shelter 
was about full. Luckily we had tents and 
a tarp to eat under. 

While we were eating, Lou Catozzi came 
up the New Boston Trail with some beer 
which did not last long! (Thank you, Lou.) 
He also stayed for the night. We were 
looking for Steve Pulling and several 
friends to join us, but they got a late 
start and only made it to Sunrise Shelter. 

By morning the weather had cleared and 
we had an easy day. The trail mostly fol- 
lowed old woods roads along the mountains 
and down to Brandon Gap. 


COOPER LODGE TO PICO CAMP WORK PARTY 

by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

July 13, 1980 

Our many thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped us restore the Section's heav- 
ily used trail from Pico Camp to Cooper 
Lodge. 

A1 Pulling picked up lift tickets at 
Killington Base Lodge for a gondola ride 
to the top of Killington Peak. 


Trail clearing from Cooper Lodge to 
Pico Camp was accomplished by Ray Catozzi, 
Roma and A1 Pulling, Joe Dicton, Jr., 

Anna Nyiri, Krissy Madler and Milly Kra- 
mer. Randy Seifert decided to work the 
Short Route, coming down Killington Peak. 

Winnie Shambo and I hiked up to Pico 
Camp with supplies to do some necessary 
repairs on the Shelter and outhouse. 

After we finished our chores and lunch, 
we started clearing the trail from Pico 
till we met up with the group working 
from Cooper Lodge. 

Everyone should see the super job 
done by the above volunteers in putting 
this trail back where it belongs — as one 
of the best. As Ray Catozzi said: "This 

trail should be in great shape for the 
next four or five years." 

MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ray Catozzi 
July 19, 1980 

It was a hot day in July when a party 
of eight headed south on Route 103. Park- 
ing our cars in the lot south of the rail- 
road crossing, we proceeded north on the 
Long Trail to Clarendon Shelter, where we 
took a breather. 

After the rest stop, we left the LT 
and continued up the old abandoned town 
road to the Lottery Road, climbing stead- 
ily all the way. Here Mauri Winturri 
called it quits, said "so long" and head- 
ed back down. 

Turning north on the Lottery Road the 
group resumed hiking, bearing left at a 
fork, in a north westerly direction. Soon 
we came to a trail leading to the left and 
going in a westerly, and then southerly 
direction we soon broke out into an open- 
ing on top of the ridge, a place known as 
Fox Lot! What a wonderful view of the 
Rutland Airport down in the foreground, 
Rutland City to the north, and thousands 
of loaded raspberry bushes right in our 
midst! Many had berries for dessert that 
day. One picked a quart in half an hour! 

After the return trip to the cars, the 
leader and Millie Kramer from the Bronx, 
N.Y. went down to Clarendon Gorge for a 
swim and weenie roast. This was supposed 
to be part of the mystery hike, but its 
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mention got left out of the Herald article 
so only those who knew about it ahead of 
time were prepared. Too bad the whole 
group didn't make it 'cause it was an en- 
joyable ending to an enjoyable mystery 
hike. Right, Millie? 

CORN ROAST 
by Roma Pulling 
August 2, 1980 

As a means of raising money for the 
Kirk Fund, this event was not very suc- 
cessful. Only five people turned out — 
Rob Carey, Roma and Al Pulling, Ray Ca- 
tozzi, and Mauri Winturri. Mauri's plan 
was still a good one, and his contribution 
of com greatly appreciated. 

Mauri and Al went to Hinchey Shelter 
early and replaced some broken panes of 
glass. Rob built a fire, and after learn- 
ing from experience that burying com 
ears in a hot fire is not the best way 
to roast them, we roasted the rest on the 
grill — several people ate com exclu- 
sively — and pronounced it delicious. 

While we were eating, the hot, humid 
afternoon produced a heavy shower, which 
we watched from inside the shelter. The 
rain stopped in time for us to hike back 
to our cars near Spring Lake Ranch. 

ABBEY POND 
by Robert Badger 
August 9, 1980 

A finer day was never found in Camelot 
for the hike into Abbey Pond in Middlebury. 
Trip leader Pinon Badger (black Labrador) 
led a group of five hikers - Bob & Kathy 
Jacob, Roma Pulling, and Rob C Carolyn 
Badger - along the Forest Service trail 
into the pond . 

The trail climbs moderately over the 
first mile and a half through hardwood 
forest following the cascading outlet 
brook. The final 3/4 mile crosses rela- 
tively flat land to the small glacial pond. 
There are no manmade desecrations to dis- 
figure the landscape, not even a trail 
around the pond, although numerous beaver 
trails lead from the woods to the water's 
edge. There is abundant evidence of re- 


cent cutting, but no beaver came out to 
pay us a visit. 

Pinon went for a swim and the rest of 
us worked our way around the pond traver- 
sing from raspberry patch to blueberry 
patch. After lunch on a sizeable glacial 
boulder at the SW corner of the pond, 

Pinon led us back down the trail to some 
ledges with an overlook of the Champlain 
Valley. Of note, we encountered no other 
hikers along the trail or at the pond - 
we had it all to ourselves. 

The group next drove about two miles 
north where we climbed to the Cobble 
Caves. These are two dolomite caves up 
a steep grade just a few minutes walk 
from Route 116. Both are easily access- 
ible with wide openings that would not 
even bother the claustrophobic. One has 
two openings connected by a crawl space, 
the other tapers to a crawl space before 
opening up again to a small room. 

Had we the blueprint for the day, we 
surely would order up another right off. 

1980 INTERSECTIONAL 
by Rob Carey 
August 16-23, 1980 

About 100 members and guests includin ; 
nine K.S.'ers came from as far away as 
Steubenville, Ohio, and Maryland for this 
week-long event. Some stayed only a day 
or two. 

There were hikes every day, usually 
at least one on the Long Trail. Several 
of these were in our section of the Trail 

Non-hiking activities included trips 
to Hubbardton Battlefield, Fort Ti , and 
a nature photography workshop. Canoeing 
was popular, with several river trips of 
varying difficulty and on Lakes Sunrise 
and Sunset right at the camp. The lake 
was used for swimming a lot, especially 
on warmer days. Coming from Maryland was 
not enough distance for John and Andrew 
Howard, so they swam, with several others 
and a boat, across the lake and back. 

Evening activities included a square 
dance (lots of fun), slides, an auction, 
a campfire, movies, and a supper. One of 
the most popular pastimes seemed to be 
just visiting with friends not seen since 
the Annual Meeting or last year's Inter- 
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sectional. 


EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER FROM 
RACHAEL CHARLAND DATED JULY 6 

The whole trip across country was 
really like a dream — no trouble of any 
sort with my car (wasn't I lucky?). Peo- 
ale were so nice when I asked directions. 
Gasoline is very expensive; paid as high 
as $2.38 a gallon. 

On the fourth of July I was pleasant- 
ly surprised by a trip to Walnut Canyon, 
a short distance from Flagstaff. Just 
imagine last 4th of July when you met 
me - at Silver Lake near Dunmore. Some 
difference! Here I stood amazed at the 
sight before me: a national monument to 
the Sinagua Indians who more than 500 
years ago inhabited the place. It is 
400 feet deep and along the walls are 
various indications of the homes of the 
tribe. Lots of protection from the ene- 
mies with those dwelling places. There 
was a 3/4 mile paved trail around the 
section shaped like a walnut, from which 
the canyon gets its name. There were 
about 242 steps altogether en route, but 
what scenery! I just stood in awe of its 
structure, its depth, its flowers, its 
brilliance of color in the sunlight. We 
were advised by the rangers to take the 
walk slowly going down and returning. 

Good reason - the altitude is hard 
enough to get used to without pushing it! 

The climate has made a change in my 
mode of living. Everyone seemed to move 
so slowly; NOW I KNOW WHY! It isn't the 
heat as we often had temperatures in the 
80 's in Vermont, but Lt i£ the altitude ! 
The doctor told me it takes about three 
to four months to get used to it here. 

I had to go to the mergency room the 
first Sunday morning I was here because 
I awakened with such a piercing, split- 
ting, penetrating headache. People sleep 
longer hours here, even the ones who have 
been here for years. Not only the older 
people take naps in the afternoon, but 
young ones do also. 

It is such a great change from any- 
thing I have ever experienced — it is 
so vast — so lush in colors. 

The forest fires have been near Flag, 
but good fire fighters have kept them 

from the city. All across the U.S. 


from the city. All across the U.S. I 
saw signs: "Do Not Drive Through Smoke." 
It seems grass fires are easily started 
and driving through dense smoke has 
caused accidents so one is supposed to 
turn on headlights and proceed with a 
great deal of caution. 

Dust is the main thing here. Never 
had to wash my h air so much! Cars are 
dusty, not rusty! All rusty cars are 
definitely Eastern owned. Lava cinders 
are used on the icy roads here, not salt. 
Must have my carburetor adjusted to com- 
pensate for the altitude — doesn't start 
well and stalls which is symptomatic of 
Eastern vehicles .... 

God bless you, 

Rae 


MARIAN DICTON'S CINNAMON ROLLS 

(Ed.s Note: Several of us have enjoyed 

this delicious sweet bread which Marian 
shares with us here. They're easy and 
fun to make.) 

2 packages of yeast 

1 cup warm water 

2 tablespoons sugar 

4 cups sifted all purpose flour 

1 teaspoon salt 

1/2 lb. margarine or shortening 

2 eggs 

Sift flour and salt, cut in margar- 
ine as for pie dough. Add eggs and blend 
together. Dissolve yeast and sugar in the 
warm water and let stand to rise about 
five minutes. Add the yeast mixture to 
the flour mixture and mix into a soft ball. 

Turn out on floured board and knead 
for about 5 minutes. Dough tends to be 
a bit sticky. Use floured hands in knead- 
ing. Divide dough into four parts, cover 
with Saran Wrap, and allow to rise about 
one hour. 

Roll each piece into a 9"xl2" rec- 
tangle. Brush with melted margarine up 
to about one inch from edge. 

Mix 1/2 cup of sugar and two teas- 
poons of cinnamon together and sprinkle 
on the dough. Moisten the 1" edge with 
water and then roll up pinching ends and 
the long seam together. Place all rolls 
in a large shallow roasting pan, ungreased, 
and again brush all the rolls with melted 
margarine. 
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Bake in preheated 375 degree oven 
for about 25 minutes or until nicely browned. 
Let cool in pan before taking out as they 
will break up if handled while hot. When 
cool enough, loosen with spatula and lift 
out to finish cooling on racks. They 
also can be wrapped in Saran Wrap and 
frozen for later use if desired. 


SMOKE £JD BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Assistant Editor, 

Typist: Jake Sherman 

Mailing: Ray Catozzi 

Roma Pulling 
Churchill Scott 


G.L. Kirk Fund: 1 Sept. 1980 - $3,693.71 


NEW MEMBERS: 1 SEPT 1980 


Badger, Robert & Carolyn 43 Gloria Avenue Rutland, VT 05701 

(inadvertently omitted from the June Smoke & Blazes ) 


Bemis , Arthur 

Jason (Jr.) 

Cunningham, Tom 
Davis , Beverly 
Kramer, Mildred 
O'Hehir, Barbara 
Vergi, Use 
Wells, David 


Stagecoach Farm, Rte.133 Ira, VT 05777 

ft II II II 


P.0. Box 593 Rutland, VT 05701 
375B West Street Rutland, VT 05701 
2600 Netherland Ave.,22N Bronx, N.Y. 10463 
16 West Street Proctor, VT 05765 
78 E. Washington St. Rutland, VT 05701 
5 Sugarwood Hill Rd. Rutland, VT 05701 


Char land, Rachael 
Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

215 W. Cherry Ave. 
1651 Claybum Circle 


Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 


KILLINGT0N SECTION 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary -Treasurer 
Main Club Director 
Trails Chairman 
Outings Chairman 
Information Officer 
Smoke & Blazes 
LT News Reporter 


OFFICERS May 1, 1980 

Robert Carey 
Roma Pulling 
W. Churchill Scott 
Robert Carey 
Joe Dicton Sr. 

Roma Pulling 
Winnie Shambo 
Carol Chapman 
W. Churchill Scott 


Section Directors 


Carol Chapman 

1981 

Roma Pulling 

1981 

Winnie Shambo 

1981 

Joe Dicton Sr. 

1982 

Steve Pulling 

1982 

Harold Rogers 

1982 

Robert Carey 

1983 

Ray Catozzi 

1983 

W. Churchill Scott 

1983 


KILLINGTON SEOTION - OREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Fall 1930 Sohedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonakl Fire Station on the day 
end hour listed. For more Information, contact your hike leader; Robert Carey, 
Preaident, 7 Milford House Road A 9, Milford, NH 05055 , 60J-675”6595> Roma Pull- 
ing, Vice Pres., RFD 2, Woodstock Ave. , 775 - 6997 ; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.- 
Treae., 1J2 Maple St., 77^"5720. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION or event 

Oct. 12 
(Sun. ) 

9 a.m. 

WEST MT., Chippenhook. View of Otter Vallej 
Killington, Pico and the Adirondacks. A 
moderate hike of about 4 mi. 

Lee LaVictoire, 775-64 65 

Oct. 18 
(Sat. ) 

9 a.m. 

WORK PARTY, Sherburne Pass to Pico Camp. 
Repair water bare. Rain date: Oct. 19 

Joe Dicton, Sr., 77^-4446 

Oct. 25 
(Sat. ) 

9 a.m. 

CANOE TRIP on Otter Creek. Some rentals 
available. Call for reservations in ad- 
vance. 

Steve Pulling, 775-6997 

Nov.. 1-2 
(Sat. -Sun. ) 

9 a.m. 

NATIONAL FOREST BACKPACKING TRIP. Follow 
old farm and logging roads in the Devil' a 
Den area between Wallingford and Danby 
roads. Rated moderate. Ering your tent. 

Anne Mausolff, 875“5651 

Nov. 9 
( Sun. ) 

1 p.m. 

EAST MT. The popular Vsliquette Memorial 
Hike. Easy. 

Joe Valiquette, 775-8745 

Nov. 22 
(Sat. ) 

5 p.m. 

COVERED DISH SIT PER at Camp Bet ay Cox in 
Pitteford. Program following supper. 

For reservations call between 5 and 6 p.m. 

Winnie Shambo, 775-9559 

Dec. 7 
( Sun. ) 

9 a.m. 

LITTLE ROCK POND via Homer 3tone Brook 
Trail. A moderate 4 mi. hike. 

Robert Badger, 775-5777 

Dec. 20 
( Sat . ) 

6 p.m. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE. Walk, ski or enov.Bhoe 
to Tucker- Johnson shelter. Easy. 1.6 mi. 

Rob Carey, 775-7076 


BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED: WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 

and bring e:ztra clothing. 

Those who ride with others should contribute toward car expense when 
there is consideiable distance to hiking area. 


kiliington SECTION, Gf C 

132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND, VERMONT 0570 ! 
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GMC AUT ,TV M CITING - MOUNTAIN MEADfWS 
rUM^ORCUNP. LINCOLN. VT. 

by 

Roma Pulling 
September 12-lli, I960 

This year the r ?li outing vas nlapued 
by had weather, but at least seven XSers 
turned out. We set uo tents Friday eve- 
nine under clear skies, but hy Saturday 
tne clouds had moved in. w ikers r ormed 
into various erouos and headeo r or Mt. 
Abraham, Bristol Cli r fs, the Green Mt. 
Audubon Center and even a r ew ambitious 
ones For the long trek from Appalachian 
Cap to Lincoln Gap. 

That night the rain began. We viewed 
slides in the recreation hall and then 
repaired to our camp sites. Some were 
able to enjoy a camo fire by huddling 
under Rob Carey's taro, but few enjoyed 
a good night's sleep. Two escaped from 
our tent after being thoroughly drenched 
and Finished the night in our cars. By 
Sunday morning everybody had hsd enough. 
All activities were cancelled, and every- 
one headed home, some even before break - 
fast» 


PTKT HIKE 

by 

Cynthia bulling and Randv Roberts 
September l’, I960 

On a cool and windy day in September 
r ive bikers met at the College o r St. Jo- 
seoh tne Provider in Rutland. Trio lea- 
der Ann MausolFf led the groun on p 15- 
mile ercur-ion through Rutland, Clarendon, 
and Shrewsbury. Included in the group 
were Ann and Bob Badger, Chuck McDonald, 
Cynthia Pulling, and Randy Roberts. 

Chuck, who is 12 years old, biked over 
from Castleton to join the group. 

Starting from Rutland, the group 
headed south into Clarendon along Dorr 
Drive, then east into Shrewsbury, where 
we stopped for a picnic lunch at Pierce's 
Corner Store. After lunch, we headed down 
Lincoln Hill Road to Route 103, then back 
through Clarendon and into Rutland. The 
route taken was the most challenging of 
five which Ann had carefully planned to 
accommodate a wide range of biking skills. 
The group voted unanimously to take this 
route, which was distinguished by quite 
hilly terrain in the Shrewsbury area. No 
one had mechanical difFiculties and the 
trip went very smoothly. We all enjoyed 



the trip and hope that bike hikes can be- 
come a regular part of the Killington 
Section schedule. 


ICE CAVE TRIP 
By 

Jean Davies 
September 27, 1980 

About 27 people knew that this ob- 
viously was a great day for hiking to the 
Pittsford Ice Cave. With an autumn nip 
in the air, you could dress warmly enough 
for the hike and for the inside cave. 

Trip Wescott of Pittsford, who leads 
the rockclimbing trips in the summer for 
Camp Betsey Cox, was in charge of leading 
the group down into the Cave. The most 
energetic and enthusiastic of the hikers 
set off with Trip to get the rope and 
candles set up in place. The rest of us 
sauntered up the trail at a more leisure- 
ly pace admiring the views, lichens, ferns, 
and mosses. About two-thirds of the way 
there, we realized that the climbing rope 
Trip needed was accompanying our section, 
which was no great harm except that it 
meant waiting around after we got to the 
Cave entrance so that the route could be 
set up and lighted. There was no com- 
plaining, since sandwiches and other 
nourishment popped out and talk flourished. 

Everyone was eager to know what the 
cave was like, but they still wanted to 
go in in spite of the following descrip- 
tion: 

You first see a round hole about six 
feet in diameter over which is a six inch 
log. You shinny over the log holding 
firmly onto air above and below until the 
ladder on the far side is gained. Going 
down it about 20 feet, you keep right 
around the corkscrew to avoid going over 
a cliff. Then you continue through the 
lemon-squeeze and on to a kind of a talus 
slope going down to the ice on the cave 
floor. 

Slightly-built folk, such as children, 
could squeeze through a lower opening, 
and not have to cross the log, and led by 
Tom Shambo, several took that route. 

Comments from those emerging from the 
cave ranged from exclamations about the 
state of their clothes, to the fact that 
it was really neat! It was quite differ- 


ent from what most expected, and the con- 
sensus seemed to be that the trip was 
well worth it. 

Dave Ferris spent some time trying to 
figure out how the ice happened to be in 
the Cave this time of year, but not in 
the winter. He had some good theories, 
although none were proved. 

The Pittsford Historical Society hold 
title to the 50+ acres of the Ice Cave 
land. The Nature Conservancy working wit 
local people and Youth Camps helped se- 
cure the property, and it is maintained 
now by Youth camps in the area, princi- 
pally Camp Keewaydin, Camp Sangamon, and 
Camp Betsey Cox. If you have a favorite 
area of land worth preserving but can't 
imagine how to even attempt it, the Na- 
ture Conservancy might be a logical and 
helpful way to start. 

So after a bit of history, food, ex- 
ploring, etc., the group headed down to 
a high meadow to share coffee, courtesy 
of Roma Pulling. 


PICO TRAIL WORK PARTY 
by 

Joe Dicton Sr. 

October 18, 1980 

Due to the all night rain, only A1 
Pulling and I signed up to clean out the 
water bars on Pico Trail. The rain 
stopped during our scheduled leaving time 
and we decided to head for Pico. 

After about two hours of work in 
which we managed to clean out 23 water 
bars, it started to rain and rain heavy. 
We headed back down to our vehicle and 
decided to finish the work another time. 

Three days later on Oct. 22 A1 and I 
headed back to the Pico Trail to finish 
cleaning out the remaining water bars. 

I am pleased at the work we accom- 
plished and am sure that the Killington 
Section is grateful to A1 Pulling for 
his splendid effort in putting our trails 
and shelters in good order. 

KIRK FUND TEARS OCAl 

Cn December 1 the Kirk Fund 
totaled 34,563»43. tie should 
soon reach our tro^l of -^,000. 
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LT SOUTH TO GRIFFITH LAKE 
by 

Rob Carey 

November 1 and 2, 1980 

I inherited this hike, so the destin- 
ation was changed from somewhere in the 
National Forest to a loop hike. Only 
three individuals, Roma Pulling, Steve 
Pulling, and I (along with Roma's dog. 
Wonder) made this enjoyable backpack. 

The hike started and ended at the 
Long Trail at USFS Road 10. We went 
south on the LT about one mile and then 
took the Old Job Trail. This is a nice 
trail, mostly old logging road providing 
easy going. At the site of the logging 
camp there was a huge pile of sawdust 
that we photographed. We rejoined the 
LT at Griffith Lake. 

After checking the Peru Peak Shelter 
(it was full) , we returned to the lake to 
set up camp. We found an excellent site 
on the west side of the pond. The evening 
was a bit cool, but we enjoyed the camp- 
fire. Sunday's hike out provided views 
from Baker Peak. 

COVERED DISH SUPPER 
by 

Winnie Shambo 
November 22, 1980 

On Saturday, Nov. 22, twenty-three 
people gathered in the lodge at Camp 
Betsey Cox in Pittsford for the Section's 
annual covered dish supper. 

We enjoyed a varied menu of delicious 
foods, including a quiche even Ernie 
Royal would have been jealous of. 

This is one of the few outings some 
of our older members are able to attend 
and we were very happy to have these 
people with us. 

We appreciate the hospitality of 
Jean Davies, who had a huge fire burning 
in the lodge fireplace from noon on. 

And we appreciate Barb Tinney's sharing 
her slides with us. 

Jean was also kind enough to show some 
of the participants of the evening around 
the immediate grounds by the light of the 
full moon. Had more of us been prepared 
with the proper clothing, we would have 
joined them. 


LITTLE ROCK POND 
led by Pinon Badger 
December 7, 1980 

December 7th arrived as a crystal 
clear 10° gem of a day, ordered up special 
for the trip into Little Rock Pond via 
the Homer Stone Brook Trail from South 
Wallingford. We had an excellent turn- 
out considering the season - Roma and 
Steve Pulling, Churchill Scott, Rob 
Carey, Harold Rogers, Barbara Tinney, 

Bob Jacob, Dave Hadley, Rob Badger and 
Pinon (black labrador). 

A scant half inch of snow over fro- 
zen ground provided an excellent hiking 
surface over the first mile and a half 
up to the crossing of Homer Stone Brook. 

The crossing proved amusing as all the 
rocks were glazed with ice, making very 
poor stepping stones. A log provided an 
adequate, somewhat tense, but uneventful 
crossing, and the hike continued up a 
fairly steep and icy half mile to the 
pond. 

Such a gorgeous pond, even in its 
frozen state, sheltered between Green 
Mountain to the west and Homer Stone 
Mountain to the east. So different from 
when most of us have seen the pond in 
warmer seasons, and we were the only 
souls present to disturb the tranquility. 

A fire was built at the tenting area 
along the southeast shore of the pond, 
and water put on to boil. While others 
warmed themselves by the fire and began 
lunch. Bob Jacobs and Rob Badger donned 
ice skates and had a pond-long game of 
hockey . 

After lunch we had another short game 
of hockey, this time with more partici- 
pants sans skates. Several hikers crossed 
the ice to the island and all of us, des- 
pite some initial fears as to the strength 
of the ice and slippery footing, walked 
the length of the pond to the northern 
trail head and started down. On the 
steep downhill, several of us found it 
more convenient to sit down on the longer 
stretches of ice and slide — a great ride, 
better than the Alpine Slide! I'll let 
you know how it was on the backside to- 
morrow. 

At the stream crossing, Barbara deci- 
ded to go for a swim. Despite her insis- 
tence that it wasn't really all that bad, 
the rest of us could not be enticed into 
joining her. 


By the end of the day skies were 
rapidly clouding with a feel of snow in 
the air. A perfect day to (perhaps) end 
the year's hiking. 


EXCERPT FROM A LETTER FROM 
RACHAEL CHARLAND 

Can ' t seem to make these people un- 
derstand the fun of hiking — even two 
women alone as I try to relate to them 
our Green Mountain trail. Oh, I'll have 
to tell you I got quite a negative reac- 
tion from Harry Peet when I wrote to him 
suggesting that the LT be renamed the 
Green Mountain Trail more in keeping with 
our guide book and giving more recogni- 
tion to the state. 

Am going to a meeting of the Flag- 
staff Hiking Club. Finally got the 
assistant director (of the Adult Center) 
interested in starting a hiking club for 
seniors. 

No waters near here for canoeing. 

And no one interested in it enough to do 
it. People in my age bracket still hud- 
dle near the fire and watch the "boob 
tube" instead of being outside. 

Weather has been very warm the resi- 
dents say for this time of year. Low in 
the teens in the A.M. , but then warms up 
to 50 or 60 about noon. 


RELUCTANT WRITERS 

Hike leaders who prefer not to write 
the report for Smoke and Blazes should 
ask someone who participated in the hike 
and is willing, to make the report. Most 
writers find it much easier to write the 
report immediately following the hike 
rather than several months later when 
one's memory of and enthusiasm for it 
may have grown dim. 

Two outings on the last schedule 
were cancelled due to inclement weather. 
They were the Otter Creek canoe trip and 
the Valiquette Memorial Hike on East 
Mountain. 

No hike report was made for the Sep- 
tember 7th hike to Killington Peak. 

More than 20 people made it to the top 
where Churchill Scott let everyone who 
wished view the surrounding countryside 


from the fire tower where he was on duty 


NEW MEMBERS 

Kraus, Joseph M. 59 East Center Street 
Rutland, Vt. 05701 

McWilliam, Gall 7 Westview Drive 

Granville, NY 12832 


SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Assistant Editor & Typist: 
Jake Sherman 
Mailing: Ray Catozzi 
Roma Pulling 
Churchill Scott 


SMOKE & BLAZES DEADLINE 

Please submit your articles and hike 
reports by March 1 for the next issue of 
S moke and Blazes . Mail to: 

Carol Chapman 
39 East Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 


A WINTRY MILE 
by Grace Noll Crowell 

I know that my work is waiting, 

I know how long it will take. 

But I shall walk a wintry mile 
For my own spirit's sake. 

I shall lift my face to the blowing 
Of the clean wind down the land, 

I shall dig by a tangled tree root 
With a quick exploring hand. 

To find the new green mosses 
Blanketed warm and bright. 

I shall break the ice at the stream's 
To see the emerald light 
Of a three-leafed clover lying 
Tender and green as spring; 

My cheeks shall gather the roses 
That wintry winds can bring. 

Then I shall go back to my labor. 

To the tasks so hard and long. 

With my heart aa light as a bubble, 
And on my lips a song. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1980-81 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the 
day and hour listed. For more information, contact your hike leader; Robert 
Carey, President, 7 Milford House Road A9, Milford, NH 03055, 603-673-6395; 
Roma Pulling, vice-Pres., RFD // 2, Woodstock Ave., 773-6997; or W. Churchill 


Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St. 

, 775-5720. 

DATE HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Jan. 4 10 A.M. 

(Sun.) 

Brown Bridge, Shrewsbury, to Tamarack 
Notch along Cold River Road. 3 mi., 
easy. Hike, ski, or snow shoe. 

Churchill Scott, 775-5720 

Jan. 17 9 A.M. 

(Sat.) 

Danby quarry to Natural Bridge, Dorset. 
4 mi., easy. Walk or snow shoe. Not 
suitable for skis. 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 

Jan. 31- 9 A.M. 

Feb. 1 

(Sat. & Sun.) 

WINTER WEEK END. Merck Forest, Rupert. 
Snow shoeing, skiing, hiking. Reserva- 
tions required. 

Marian Dicton, 775-4446 

Feb. 14 9 A.M. 

(Sat.) 

Ski or snow shoe in the area of Gov. 
Clement Shelter and beyond. 3 mi., easy. 

Rob Carey, 773-7076 

Mar. 1 9 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 

North Shrewsbury to Route 100 in West 
Bridgewater. Suitable for hikers, snow 
shoers and good skiers. 5 mi, moderate. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

Mar. 14 2 P.M. 

(Sat.) 

SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY, Pulling home. Upper 
Woodstock Avenue, corner of Post Road. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Mar. 28 7 P.M. 

(Sat.) 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING. 

Meeting Room, Vermont Achievement Center, 
88 Park Street, Rutland. Refreshments 
will be served. 


BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. Wear sturdy waterproof footgear 
and bring extra clothing. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN 
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
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(ILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING MAR. 28 


The Killington Section annual meeting 
^ill be held at 7:00 P.M. on Saturday, 
larch 28th, at the Vermont Achievement 


Center. 


VAC is located on Park Street, north 
the Rutland Fairground. Park your car 
Ln the parking lot in front of the play- 
ground and enter the door on the far left 
, the Pediatric Convalescent Unit.} 
Signs inside will direct you to the meet- 
ing room downstairs. 


Make plans to attend this important 
neeting as the election of Directors must 
>e made and decisions reached on a number 
jf current issues. 

Following the meeting refreshments 
/111 be served. There will also be a 
program of slides of the Long Trail pre- 
sented by Lou Catozzi. 




JANUARY -MARCH . 1981 


A TRIBUTE TO "DOC" HOWARD 
by 

Churchill Scott 

On December 16, 1980 Dr. James H. 
Howard died suddenly. He had been a res- 
ident of Pleasant Manor Convalescent Home 
for many years and was confined to his 
bed for the last few years. Nevertheless, 
he had many tales to tell about his var- 
ious trips with the Killington Section. 

A couple of his favorites follow. 

One was about the hiker spending the 
night at Sucker Brook Lodge who drank a 
fifth of liquor a day and was carrving a 
week's supply. Another time while on his 
End-to-End one-shot trip, he was all set 
to bet he had the lightest stove (a 7 1/2 
oz. Stemo in a ^10 can) with a hiker at 
Taft Lodge. Seems that this hiker had a 

5 oz. Stemo in a salted peanut can. 

The writer met Dr. Howard during the 
mid-1960s when Herb Ogden replaced the 
bunks at Governor Clement Shelter. Since 
that time, "Doc" was one of the most avid 
members of our section. He served on the 
Board of Directors, the Outing and Trails 

6 Shelters Committees, and was best known 
for his sturdy, well-built outhouses. 

After the 1973 flood destroyed the 
suspension bridge over Clarendon Gorge, 

Dr. Howard had all plans finalized to re- 
place the structure. But at the last 
minute the main G.M.C. took over which 
resulted in a 300 % increase in expenses. 

Dr. Howard will be missed by all of 
us in the Killington Section and by his 
many friends throughout the Green Moun- 
tain Club. 


A HIKER'S PRAYER 


God give me hills to climb. 

And strength for climbing! 

— Arthur Guiterman of Arlington, Vt. 
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MOONLIGHT HIKE: TUCKER-JOHNSON SHELTE R 
by Joanne Valente and Judith Hall 
December 20, 1980 

This beautifully clear, crisp night 
(10 to 15 below) was perfect for our 
hike. About 10 of us began the hike at 
the end of the Robinwood Development in 
Mendon; four skiing and the rest walking. 

(Since this was our first hike with 
the group, and we did not realize we'd 
be asked to write this article, we are 
unable to recall the exact names of the 
participants. However, the group con- 
consisted of "locals" and out-of-staters, 
which made a good blend.) 

We sort of "blazed" the trail to the 
shelter as the skiers followed behind. 

The snow was over our knees in some areas 
and not packed down, which made the walk 
ing challenging. The star-speckled sky, 
moonlight shadows through the trees, and 
good friendly conversation made the walk 
very enjoyable and memorable. 

At the Shelter we were greeted by two 
fellows who had gone ahead earlier to 
fetch and cut wood for the warm fire. 

Hot beverages were distributed as we 
"hopped" around the fire, sang Christmas 
carols, exchanged hiking experiences and 
checked out the stars. 

We know a great time was had by all 
and are looking forward to another Moon- 
light Hike. (Next time we'll bring the 
marshmallows ! ) . 

UPPER COLD RIVER TO TAMARACK NOTCH 

by W. Churchill Scott 
January A, 1981 

This was the kind of day that separ- 
ates the "fair weather hikers" from the 
dedicated K.S.'ers. However, no person 
in his right mind would be caught dead 
outdoors on such a day. The thermometer 
ranged all the way down to a minus 25 
degrees . 

After leaving the car at the junction 
of "Alcohol Spring," Upper and Lower Cold 
River Roads, Winnie Shambo, Steve Pulling 
and I walked through Brown Bridge. Turn- 
ing north following an old town road well 


packed by the snowmobilers , we met a lone 
rider with her dog. 

At the old Parker Homestead we had tie 
choice of crossing Cold River, visiting 
the Tamarack Notch Camp area or following 
the trail north. At the Kirk Bridge we 
hated to make the decision of no fire, no 
coffee and no lunch, but it was just too 
cold. We followed the Rousseau Road back 
to the car, visiting the Wilkins Cemetery 
and passing the Colvin farm on the way. 

The cold weather was just the same as 
that on the aborted trip the K.S. had up 
Mt. Hanley in the mid-70's. Cold and win- 
dy, but beautiful sun and blue sky. 

The leader had five inquiries about 
the hike so a goodly number of people 
would have gone. It is hoped that they 
will all come out with us when the weathe r 
moderates . 


DANBY QUARRY TO EMERALD LAKE 
by Harold Rogers 
January 17, 1981 

Ten of us met at the fire station 
along with Bob Badger's dog, Pinon. We 
were late getting started and were fur- 
ther delayed by waiting for the owner of i 
private garage at Emerald Lake to give us 
permission to leave a pickup in his lot. 

A grain truck stuck on Danby Quarry hill 
made us still later. 

Three of the group traveled by cross- 
country skis, while the rest of us walked 
and wallowed although the snow was only 
about knee deep. We didn't see the skier! 
until we got to the natural bridge area. 
Roma led the walking group and she didn't 
have any pity on the old men of the group 
— she set a fast pace and it was uphill 
all the way. But it was quite cold and a 
nice sunny day so we didn't mind. 

We built a cold fire (it didn't want 
to burn!) at the natural bridge and had a 
quick coffee and lunch before it got too 
cold. 

The skiers went back down the road to 
the quarry the way we had come. Bob Ja- 
cobs took a bad spill and broke his skis. 
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Churchill Scott and one group went down 
to Emerald Lake one way and I led another 
group down another road. It was an en- 
joyable hike and would be fun to repeat 
in the summer. 


WINTER WEEKEND AT MERCK FOREST 

by Roma Pulling 

January 31 - February 1, 1981 

The weather for our Merck Forest out- 
ing was ideal with bright sunshine and 
temperatures in the 20' s. A strong wind 
started blowing, causing considerable 
drifting, about lunchtime of the second 
day; but we were leaving, anyway. 

Saturday morning four people — Carol 
Chapman, Churchill Scott, Harold Rogers 
and myself — left for Rupert from the 
fire station to be joined soon after our 
arrival by Rob Carey and later by Steve 
Pulling and Lou Catozzi. Carol, Church- 
ill and Harold skied briefly, ate lunch 
and then returned to Rutland. 

The ovemighters skied and hiked out 
Old Town Road and returned to Spruce Lean- 
to for supper. This shelter, accommoda- 
ting up to seven people, was constructed 
last year and impressed us with its com- 
fort and roominess. We spent a restful 
night warmed by a wood fire which your 
reporter, being a light sleeper, kept 
stoked. 

Sunday forenoon the four of us skied 
and hiked to Clark's Clearing out Mt. 
Antone Road and returned via Schenk and 
Old Town Roads. It was another fantastic 
weekend. Merck Forest, you did it again! 

GOVERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER 

by Rob Carey 
February 14, 1981 

Six people (three hikers and three 
cross-country skiers) came out for this 
hike. We parked at the "triangle" and 
followed the road. There was just enough 
snow for the skiers but not too much for 
the hikers. Except for one icy spot near 
the yellow camp the walking was good and 
the skiing satisfactory, considering there 
was no snow in Rutland. 


We reached the shelter early and got 
a fire going to heat the water and toast 
sandwiches. Since it was still early, 
after lunch we followed a new logging road 
beyond the shelter. This gave us good 
views of Mendon, Little Killington and 
Shrewsbury Peaks as well as a good run 
for the skiers. 

On the way back the skiers went faster, 
especially as the hikers stopped at the 
shelter and had another cup of coffee. 

On the return to Rutland we checked out 
the starting point for the next hike and 
also the Wade property at Clarendon Gorge. 

NORTH SHREWSBURY TO ROUTE 100 

by Steve Pulling 
March 1, 1981 

If this was the first Green Mountain 
Club outing that you've ever attended, 
you probably thought it was sort of dis- 
organized. But as usual everything ended 
up as planned. The weather forecast didn't 
scare too many people away as there were 
eleven hikers and "skinny skiers" who 
braved the predicted foul weather. 

Being the hike leader, I should have 
met at the fire station to help organize 
the day's events, but Rod Carey, Lou Ca- 
tozzi, and I were already in Shrewsbury 
as we had camped out the night before with 
Boy Scout troop #105 in that mountain town. 
As Rob, Lou, and I arrived at the Northam 
parking lot where the hike was to begin, 
we found only two people, Roma Pulling and 
Clay Palmer. Roma and Clay informed us 
that Churchill Scott had taken most of the 
skiers over to West Bridgewater to start 
in from that end. 

After hiking approximately three miles 
our group met up with Churchill's group 
which included: Bob and Sue Dunn, Ken 

Stellwagen, and Sue Smyser on skis and Kay- 
leen Gorman hiking. At that point the 
skiers kept skiing westward to eat lunch 
at the Stone House while Kayleen and 
Churchill joined our group as we hiked 
eastward into Tinker Brook Shelter for 
lunch. We shared the shelter with six 
snowmobilers who had also stopped there 
for lunch. Amazingly, all eleven of us 
arrived at the cars in West Bridgewater 
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at the same time. Perfect timing! So ends 
another successful Green Mountain Club 
outing. Which way is north? Rob? Lou? 


A LETTER FROM NANCY SCHMIDT 

Greetings from the Schmidts, who now 
live in a suburb of Cincinnati. The city 
is right across the Ohio River from Ken- 
tucky , and only about 20 minutes from 
Indiana. 

We've had a cold winter, for Cincinn- 
ati, and a good bit of snow, but the snow 
doesn't stack up high enough to do much in 
the way of winter sports. Carl takes a 
ski run in the back yard whenever it snows, 
and has skied twice at a nearby park (where 
he impressed everyone with his cross-coun- 
try skill), but it's not quite the same. 
We've not been hiking at all yet. 

We miss Vermont . But, Carl is very 
happy with his job, and we're very pleased 
with the school the children attend. And 
we've enjoyed being able to spend time 
with Carl's family in Cincinnati and mine 
in Tennessee. 

It's starting to feel like spring 
here! We intend to get outdoors and ex- 
plore the countryside soon. We'll send 
a report on the Buckeye Trail when we 
find it: we came upon the southern ter- 
minus, which had a sign instructing us to 
follow the blue blazes, but there were 
none to be seen. 

Keep Smoke & Blazes coming! 


PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGE 

Current By-Laws are printed in the 
April, 1980 Smoke & Bla zes. The proposec 
change is in Section 8, relating to elec- 
tion of Director(s) to the Main Club. It 
is a housekeeping measure to bring our 
By-Laws in line with changes made to the 
Main Club By-Laws several years ago. 

The Directors shall elect from 
their number ItMliH Director s 
to the G.M.C. as allocated by the 
G.M.C. By-Laws . In the event that 
Director candidates for the office 
of G.M.C. Director are 

found lacking, the Directors may 
seek candidates from the general 
Section membership. 

I till deletions additions 


ART WORK 

Drawings for this issue are courtesy 
of Mildred Kramer. 


SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Assistant Editor and Typist: 
Jake Sherman 
Mailing: Ray Catozzi 

Roma Pulling 
Churchill Scott 


DU ES ARE DUE 

If you have not already sent in 
your 1981 dues, please do so immediately. 
You may pay them at the Annual Meeting, 
or mail them to W. Churchill Scott - 
Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., Rutland, VT 
05701. This is the last issue of Smoke 
& Bl azes that will be sent to the 1980 
members. Dues are listed on the member- 
ship form. 
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THE GEORGE L. KIRK FUND 

Recent Killington Section members 
sometimes ask "What is the Kirk Fund?" 
or "Why should I contribute to it?" 

Mr. Kirk was a newspaper reporter 
and editor in Rutland for 57 years. An 
active hiker, he was a man of wide inter- 
ests — among them weather observation, 
botany and ornithology. 

Mrs. Dorothy Kirk, Mr. Kirk's widow, 
established the George L. Kirk Trails 
and Shelter Fund in January, 1977. Over 
the past five years Mrs. Kirk has made 
several substantial donations which when 
added to the contributions of club mem- 
bers presently total $4,973.19. 

After reaching our goal of $5,000, 
the interest earned will be used for the 
maintenance of our section's trails and 
shelters. With constantly increasing ex- 
penses, our section is barely achieving 
a balanced budget. Therefore, the Kirk 
Fund is vital to enable us to meet our 
responsibilities . 

Your contribution to the Kirk Fund 
is an investment in the future of both 
the Long Trail and the Killington Section. 


HIKING COMPANION WANTED 

Winnie Shambo is seeking a hiking 
companion for a planned nine day trip 
on the Long Trail from May 16 to May 24. 

She is hoping to cover a 96 mile section 
of the LT. If interested, Winnie may be 
reached by calling (802) 773-9330 in the 
A.M. or by writing to her at 142 Dorr 
Drive, Rutland, VT 05701. 

ARIZONA HIKING 

by Rachael Charland 
(excerpt from a recent letter) 

I have been hiking some; mostly 
these people aren't too hepped on hiking; 
my AGE GROUP, THAT IS. They'd rather 
watch TV and EAT! It shows too! Went on 
a hike with the Sedona Westerners: along 
the Verde River, which, as you may remem- 
ber, rises between the towns of Jerome and 
Winslow and ends up in the Bay of Azar near 
the Pacific Ocean. It is about 200 miles 
long and I am sure that today it must have 


more water in it than when I first saw it 
a month ago. We drove about 37 miles 
south of Sedona; took an ungodly, rough 
road, full of gulches; up and down for 
about eight miles of that stuff (was 
really glad I had not taken my car) only 
four-wheel driven vehicles would have 
made it, parked cars: then the Trail Boss 
(hike leader to us) announced Pit Stop 
with the men going ahead of the female 
crowd (there were about 27 of us in all) 
while we attended to our needs. (That is 
the only way one can do this here as the 
trees are not that high or numerous to 
hide behind.) We caught up with the men: 
journeyed down a dry river bed and over 
ground that was dry as a bone, littered 
with cacti (prickly pear variety as well 
as mesquite — how that stuff hurts when 
a hand or arm hits it) to another river 
bed and finally along the Verde River. 

I was amazed to see so little water in it. 

I inquired as to the extent of the Falls 
that we had come to view and was told 
about 10 feet. I think I must have mis- 
understood but I think I heard the Trail 
Boss say 10' — it was really more like 
six to ten inches instead. We sat on 
dirty, blackened lava bed rocks to eat 
lunch: stared at an embankment across the 
river that only had low vegetation; com- 
plete with what we had come through — 
more cacti and mesquite with a barbed wire 
fence running down to the river to help 
keep the cows in from the river . 

Another hike was along the Oak Creek 
near Sedona: as long as I didn't look up 
I would think I was in Vt. as the ground 
was covered with oak and aspen leaves . . . 
there were some interestingly shaped rocks! 
So many rocks surround that area: and I 
THOUGHT ALL OF THE ROCKS WERE IN MAINE 
AND VT. It was a seven mile hike: we did 
look over the fire-ruined cabin that once 
was owned by Zane Grey and his partner. 

That was that. 

About two weeks ago we did have 3" to 
4" of snow and tried to ski; had to travel 
about 50 miles and up another 1,000 feet 
in order to find a Forestry Road that we 
could attempt to ski upon. If we were 
careful and watched constantly we wouldn't 
be tumbled foreward by CINDERS that, of 
course made up the road bed. We went about 
four miles on FLAT LAND and returned into 
the North wind that was something to take. 

Some place. Flag. Wouldn't trade 

one inch of Vt. for 1 acre of Az. 
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REPORT OF THE GEORGE L. KIRK FUND (12-31-80) 
by Churchill Scott, Treas. 


Jan. 1 


$1,000 - 6 

Yr . C.D . . . 

..$1 

,162. 

,05 

Purch'd 1- 

31-78 




7.75% 

Interest 


95. 

,21 



$1 

,257. 

.26 

$1,000 - 8 

Yr. C.D. . . 

..$1 

,062. 

,74 

Purch'd 4- 

2-79 




8.00% 

Interest 


89. 

.99 



$1 

,152. 

,73 

$1,000 - 2 

1/2 Yr .C.D 

..$1 

,000. 

.00 

Purch’d 1- 

22-80 




10.40% 

Interest 


104. 

.73 



$1 

,104, 

.73 

$1,000 - 2 

1/2 Yr. C. 

D . $1 

,000. 

.00 

Purch'd 1- 

22-80 




10.40% 

Interest 


104, 

.73 



$1 

,104 

.73 


Passbook Account 1-1-80 $1,083.10 

Gifts 1,748.92 

Interest 21.72 

$2,853.74 

1-22-80 Withdrew to pur- 
chase two $1,000 C.D.s . . . $2,000.00 
1-22-80 Balance 853.74 

*4-30-80 Withdrew to pur- 
chase $500.00 C.D 500.00 

12-31-80 Balance $353.74 


*To begin second $5,000 Fund 


12-31-80 TOTAL $4,973.19 


PLEASE TEAR OFF AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELOW 


KILLIN0TCN SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killlngton Section of the Oreen Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will reoelve a membership card, the LCNO TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and 3MGKE AND BLAZES (Scotian newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killlngton Section outings, work parties, and aoolai events. 

My dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killlngton 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killlngton Section, QMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, See ./Trees. 

1^2 Maple Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults 110.00 Spouse 8*00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 4.50 

•Junior members do not receive all OMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 


THANK YOUI 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring 1981 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information, contact your hike leader; Robert Carey, President, 
7 Milford House Road A9, Milford, NH 03055, 603-673-6395; Roma Pulling, Vice-Pres., 

RFD 2, Woodstock Avenue, 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 
775-5720. 


DATE 


HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


April 5 
(Sunday) 


April 12 
(Sunday) 

April 18 
(Saturday) 

May 2 
(Saturday) 

May 9 
(Saturday) 


May 16 
(Saturday) 

May 22-4 
(Fri.-Sun.) 

June 7 
(Sunday) 

June 13-14 
(Sat. -Sun.) 


June 20 
(Saturday) 

June 27 
(Saturday) 


8:00 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 

9:00 A.M. 
1:00 P.M. 

9:00 A.M. 
9:00 A.M. 


9:00 A.M. 
9:00 A.M. 


9:00 A.M. 


9:30 A.M. 


GREEN PEAK area, Dorset. Visit several old quarries, 
trip includes steep climbs and some bushwhacking. 
Difficult, 5-6 mi. Robert Badger, 773-3777 

COX MOUNTAIN, Pittsford. Good views of the Taconics, 
Adirondacks, Otter Valley and Lake Champlain. 3 mi., 
easy. Churchill Scott, 775-5720 

WORK PARTY. Repair Clarendon Shelter. 

Joe Dicton, Sr. , 775-4446 


PROCTOR HIGH LEDGE. 
Otter Valley. 3 mi. 


Good view of the village and the 
, easy. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 
KILLINGTON SECTION WALK-THROUGH. By team effort, 
cover as much of the trail as possible, assess major 
damage and do light maintenance . 

Joe Diet on, Sr., 775-4446 
BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN. A moderate 5-mile hike up the 
Old Canty trail for views of Rutland and the Coolidge 
Range. Rob Carey, 773-7076 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING at Tamarack Notch. See LT NEWS, 
Feb. 1981 issue for further info and reservation 
form. Let's give our Section a good representation. 

LONG-HOLE, Peru. An area noted for its lovely June 
pinks. Moderate, 4 mi. Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

NATIONAL FOREST BACKPACKING TRIP. Postponed from 
an earlier date. Follow old farm and logging roads 
in the Devil's Den area between Wallingford and 
Danby roads. Moderate. Bring your own tent. 

Anne Mausolff, 875-3631 

WORK PARTY. Clear trail between Gov. Clement and 


Tamarack shelters, 


Joe Dicton, Sr., 775-4446 


BOILING SPRING, Chittenden. Moderate, 5 mi. 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOT- 
GEAR AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE 
IS CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 


mm 


<ILLINGTON SECTION, GMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 

OTLAND VERMONT 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING. MAR. 28 
by Rob Carey 

Over 35 people attended the annual 
meeting of the Killington Section, Mar. 28, 
at the Vermont Achievement Center in Rut- 
land. The officers' reports were given. 
Financially, the most important item was 
the reaching of the goal of the Kirk Fund. 

We greatly appreciate the generosity of 
Mrs. Dorothy Kirk in making this possible. 

As far as operating expenses were concerned, 
the club did slightly better than break 
even. All of the Trail was covered and, 
with our shelters, is in good shape. A 
special thanks is in order for the excell- 
ent work done by Trails & Shelters Chair- 
man Joe Dicton Sr. Outings attendance 
held steady with evening events, supper 
and moonlight hikes proving very popular. 

The Club's Wilderness policy was dis- 
cussed, as well as other political activ- 
ity by the Club and the Section. No ac- 
tion was taken in any of these areas . 

Roma Pulling and Winnie Shambo were 
reelected as Directors. Rob Badger was 
elected to a three-year term to replace 
the retiring Carol Chapman. After a brief 
Directors' meeting at which all officers 
were re-elected, there was a fascinating 
slide program presented by Lou Catozzi 
featuring mainly shots on the Long Trail. 
They were organized from South to North 
as if hiking End-to-End. Everyone en- 
joyed the refreshments during the show. 

NEW CARETAKERS 

by W. Churchill Scott 

It has been noted in the current Long 
Trail News that Killington Section members 
are active in main G.M.C. work. 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Fitzgerald of Middle- 


town Springs are caretakers at Little Rock 
Pond area, one of the more popular and 
busier spots of the Long Trail system. 

Philip Woodbury of Perkinsville is the 
adopter of Old Job Shelter, located on the 
alternate trail from U.S.F.S. Road 1H0 to 
Griffith Lake. 


GMC ANNUAL MEETING 
by Ray Catozzi 

The annual meeting of the Green Moun- 
tain Club was held Saturday, May 23, at 
the Mendon Methodist Church in Mendon, 
Vermont. Originally scheduled to be held 
at the Tamarack Notch Camp in Mendon, with 
both meetings and camping all in one spot, 
the Connecticut Section, sponsors of the 
annual meeting, did some fast and efficient 
scrambling when both approach roads to 
Tamarack were dangerously washed out due 
to recent heavy rains. Campers were trans- 
ferred to Gifford Woods State Park. 

Present from the Killington Section 
were Rob Carey, Roma Pulling, Winnie Sham- 
bo, Carol Chapman, Sue Smyzer, Mauri Win- 
turri, George Reynolds, and Ray Catozzi. 

Of interest to the Killington Section 
is the formation of a committee to plan a 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
completion of the original Long Trail. 

This celebration will, in all probability, 
take place during the GMC Intersectional 
at Camp Plymouth the last week in August. 

Our own Rob Carey, incidentally, is one 
of the members of the Intersectional co- 
ordinating committee. 

Nothing new has developed about the 
former Wade property at the LT/AT crossing 
of Route 103 at the head of Clarendon Gorge. 
The Killington Section announced that it 
will take over the trail relocation and 
signing, but more remains to be done about 
cleaning up the remaining property. 



The GMC budget is back down under 
$100,000, but it's not due to a sudden 
savings in the running of the club , but 
to the cutting back in Forest Service con- 
tracts to do trail work in the National 
Forest . 

Jim Wilkinson, retired Vermont Forest 
& Parks supervisor, is our new GMC Presi- 
dent. Preston Bristow, former GMC trea- 
surer, and National Park Service represen- 
tative on the AT/LT preservation project, 
is our new Vice President. 

At the end of the general membership 
meeting, and during the afternoon direct- 
ors' meeting, the Stowe Rescue Squad de- 
livered a talk about their work, displayed 
their equipment which included mountain 
climbing gear, and explained its use. 

'Twas very interesting. 

A sumptuous dinner was put on by the 
ladies and gents of the Mendon Methodist 
Church. Of the roughly 125 attending the 
meeting, over 100 were at the dinner. 

In the evening the members and guests 
were treated to two slide shows. One was 
presented by the Vermont Audubon Society 
about Vermont's endangered species, both 
flora and fauna. The other was a slide 
presentation of the GMC expedition to 
Scotland last year. Both were very en- 
joyable and well received. 

Sunday found hikers heading off in 
several directions for various hikes. 

One group climbed Pico; some went up the 
Bucklin Trail to Killington and visited 
Churchill Scott. A large group motored 
to Cavendish and walked down, both 
through and above, the beautiful Cavendish 
Gorge. 

And thus ended another memorable GMC 
Annual Meeting, with all the greeting of 
old friends, the camaraderie of fellow 
hikers and campers, good eating, fine 
evening entertainment, and enjoyable hikes 
the next day. It's too bad more KS mem- 
bers didn't attend, especially when it was 
held so close to Rutland. 

SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY 
by Roma Pulling 
March 14, 1981 

The 23 sweet-tooths who gathered at the 
chairman's house this year were welcomed 
by sunshine and seasonable temperatures 


in contrast to last year's dismal snow and 
rain. 

Carol Chapman and I drove to Turnpike 
Road the forenoon of the party and half- 
filled a 30-gallon plastic bag with clean 
snow. 

We are truly grateful to Janet Martin 
for working her magic at the stove again, 
and the product was done to perfection as 
usual. 

With doughnuts, pickles and coffee to 
complete the menu, we enjoyed a delicious 
treat while the fireplace added a cheerful 
note . 

MOUNT AEOLUS (GREEN PEAK) AREA, DORSET 

by Robert Badger 
April 5, 1981 

April 5th. Can one not recall the 
radiant sunshine, sparkling blue skies and 
warm spring breezes of that glorious April 
day? The singing of the birds, fragrance 
of wildflower buds bursting forth and long 
dormant plants springing to life? Not 
likely; certainly not in Dorset, Vermont. 

On April 5th it rained. It rained all day; 
and, at least in Dorset, it never let up. 

Seven amphibious souls and one soggy 
dog showed up to have a go at searching 
through the fog for the summit of Mount 
Aeolus. Robert and Cathy Jacob, David 
Hadley, Winnie Shambo, Roma Pulling, Robert 
and Carolyn Badger and Pinon started the 
trip by hiking a mile north along the east 
flank of the mountain into the old Freedley 
Quarry. From here the hike was to continue 
uphill to a ridge and south along the ridge 
to the summit of Mount Aeolus, named after 
the Greek God of the Winds. 

Freedley Quarry is cut into the side of 
Mount Aeolus, providing an extensive under- 
ground cavern. It is truly one of the most 
impressive abandoned quarries in the state, 
used in summer for swimming and winter for 
skating. On April 5th, Freedley Quarry was 
used as shelter for seven soggy hikers and 
a wet dog. 

A roof over our heads, a fine bottle oi 
wine and good company, we had a delightful 
morning. The quarry penetrates a good 300 
feet into the mountain with a ceiling of 
50 feet or more. A portion of the area 
underground was quarried to considerable 
depth and is now filled with water. When 
frozen, this makes for magnificent ice 
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skating, there being a roof overhead to pro- 
tect the smooth black ice from inclement pre- 
cipitation. On this day the ice was still 
strong enough to support daring souls, 
though it cracked ominously. We were all 
impressed — this was terrific, well worth 
a trip to Dorset. When the wine was gone, 
and all corners of the quarry explored, 
the unanimous decision was to forget Mt. 
Aeolus. We couldn't have found it in the 
pea soup fog anyway. 

We hiked down the old incline railroad 
bed, where marble blocks were once trans- 
ported, to the old county road which led 
back too our cars. Not being wet enough, 
we decided to hang in there and hike 
another mile south along the east flank of 
Mount Aeolus into the old Folsom Quarry, of 
which I had pictures showing its operation 
in 1885. We found the quarry by spotting 
its waste pile, and actually stood right in 
the middle of the old quarry without knowing 
it. The fog was so thick, that only by 
finding the quarry wall and walking around 
it could we realize we were walled in on 
three sides. 

By now we were thoroughly drenched and 
getting cold, so we returned to Rutland in 
search of a warm fire, warm drink and dry 
clothes. This trip will be attempted again 
shortly, hoping for better weather. If you 
like steep climbs and old quarries, be 
there; you won't regret it. 


COX MOUNTAIN. PITTSFORD 
by Steve Pulling 
April 12, 1981 


. Twenty-six people showed up on this 
clear, sunny Sunday to scale Cox Mountain 
in Pittsford. There were many welcome new 
faces on this hike thanks to the weather 
and especially to Bob Badger who fielded 
many Vermont Marble employees with their 
families. Many old regulars made it also 
including one who left Milford, N.H. that 
morning after, I repeat after , the space 
shuttle lifted off at 7:30 A.M. to meet at 
the fire station on time to go hiking. 

Rob, the speed limit is 55 M.P.H. in case 
[you forgot. 

After leaving the cars on the Sugar 
I Hollow Road we proceeded gradually but 
steadily upward for approximately 1 1/2 


miles with some nice views to the north 
and east. When on top of Cox Mountain 
it took us a few minutes to find the ad- 
vertised good views , but thanks to Bob 
Badger and Steve Pulling we found them 
just in time for lunch and the Badger wine 
and cheese that ages well in Bob’s pack. 

In little protected pockets we ate lunch 
to escape from the cold, strong wind 
which developed on top of the mountain. 

After lunch we found the best lookout 
of all overlooking the Route 7, Florence, 
Otter Creek Valley. A leisurely walk 
back to the cars completed a very enjoy- 
able hike. How is your pet snake that 
you found on this hike, Tom Shambo? 

CLARENDON WORK PARTY 
by Joe Dicton Sr. 

April 18, 1981 

In Spring we always focus on our du- 
ties of putting the Long Trail (Killington 
Section) back in shape for the coming 
hiking season. 

On this cool Saturday morning nine 
volunteers signed up for the Clarendon 
Shelter repair and clean-up. Missing 
boards on the north side of the shelter 
were replaced by George Reynolds, Ray 
Catozzi, Joe Dicton Jr. and John Lind. 

The clean-up consisted of picking up 
the trash, broken bottles and raking up 
the shelter area. This work was done by 
Roma Pulling, Anna Nyiri, Becky and Steve 
Pulling and Joe Dicton, Jr. 

Special thanks go to the above volun- 
teers for their generous effort in putting 
Clarendon Shelter back in good order. 

The outhouse at this shelter has been 
completely destroyed. A new metal out- 
house will be installed at a later date. 

PROCTOR HIGH LEDGE 

by Roma Pulling 
May 2, 1981 

Saturday, May 2, dealt another blow 
to the credibility of weather forecasts. 
Partial sunshine had been predicted but 
was preempted by a light, steady drizzle. 

This time we tried an afternoon hike 
for the benefit of those who think nine 
o'clock is early. Only one such person 
showed up; possibly others were discouraged 


4 . 


by the rain. 

After parking cars in the lot by the 
defunct Otter Valley railroad in Proctor, 
eleven people visited the High Ledge via 
a gradual climb starting at the end of 
Cain Street and following an old carriage 
road. In one place we had to stand aside 
for a workman who was busy felling trees 
with a chain saw and dragging them down 
the road with a large log skidder. We 
looked for May flowers along the way and 
found only a few but were able to iden- 
tify early saxifrage, wild ginger, wild 
oats and red trillium. 

At the height of land by the pole with 
its weatherbeaten U.S. flag, we sat, had 
a snack and enjoyed the fine view of 
Proctor, Otter Valley and the mountains 
beyond, the returned to our cars by the 
same route. 

BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN 
by Rob Carey 
May 16, 1981 

In spite of cloudy skies we had a 
good turnout of nine hikers. We parked 
at Tall Timbers Camp and went up the 
Canty Trail. Many wildf lowers were out, 
most of which were identified. As we 
neared the summit, we got into the fog or 
cloud, depending upon your point of view. 
During lunch at the top there were a few 
sprinkles and we had excellent close-up 
views of the inside of a cloud. 

The sun came out on the return trip, 
warming things up and bringing out the 
black flies. Apparently they don't know 
they aren't due until June. Does this 
mean- they'll be gone early? 

AT WALK-THROUGH 

by Rob Carey 
May 9, 1981 

Becky, Steve, Alfred Pulling and 
Winnie Shambo cleared the Trail from 
Route 140 to Minerva Hinchey Shelter. 
Everything was in good shape, with just 
a couple of blowdowns that were taken 
care of. Roma Pulling and Anna Nyiri 
checked the trail from Route 103 to 
Minerva Hinchey. This section of trail 
was also in good condition. These two 


crews took six bags of trash out from the 
shelter. 

George Reynolds and a friend covered 
the Lower Cold River Road to Route 103. 

They reported some wet spots just south 
of the Cold River Road. There had been 
reports of blowdowns between the Cold 
River Roads so the Joe Dictons, Jr. and 
Sr. , both attacked that section with a 
chainsaw. 

Rob Carey and Sue Smyser did the sec- 
tion from Route 4 to Pico Camp, including 
Pico Loop to the summit. This trail was 
also in good shape, although there was 
some clipping done on the Loop. The wild- 
flowers, particularly trout lilies, were 
in full bloom. 

FIELD TRIP TO KILLINGTON PEAK 

by Carol Chapman 
May 6, 1981 

On May 6, a balmy spring day, six ex- 
cited 8-to-12 year old children and four 
adults from the Vermont Achievement Center 
headed toward Killington. We were on our 
way to visit Killington Peak's fire warden, 
Churchill Scott. 

The ride up the chairlift, a new ex- 
perience for some, took us over small 
patches of snow where only 12 diehard 
skiers were coming down that day. 

The short hike up the nature trail to 
the summit proved that the warm jackets, 
mittens and hats that the teacher had in- 
sisted upon were unnecessary. 

Soon Churchill came into view with a 
friendly wave to us all. He welcomed us 
into his living quarters and told the 
children briefly about his work there. 

Then it was time to visit the fire 
tower. One of the boys, who later admit- 
ted his knees were shaking, was so curious 
to see what was up there that he didn't 
need any urging to climb the stairs. 

Trying to site a fire and locate it on the 
map, looking through binoculars and going 
through the trap door were some of the 
attractions there. 

Lunch was eaten at a nearby picnic 
table. Running around and playing on the 
rocks was fun for all and the teacher was 
glad there was no fragile alpine tundra to 



protect . 

Finally Churchill showed us some of 
the electrical equipment stationed there 
by various radio stations, the police and 
others. 

Too soon it was time to head back 
down the slope. What a delightful day we 
all had! 


KILLINGTON SECTION INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
AT THE LIBRARY 

by Winnie Shambo 
May 27, 1981 

A year ago the directors of the Kill- 
ington Section toyed with the idea of a 
membership drive. Although there was 
much discussion, not a great deal was 
accomplished so this writer volunteered 
herself and Carol Chapman to co-chair 
this endeavor and we were underway. 

Over the course of the ensuing months 
Carol and I met several times to outline 
just what should be brought forth at a 
"drive" and in what order. It occurred 
to us that we might need to offer some- 
thing special as a program bonus in order 
to have any kind of a "turn-out." We dis- 
cussed where such an event should be held 
and how it could best be advertised. 

Various people who could help in presenting 
the program were contacted, and then winter 
came upon us . 

Both of us were involved with out win- 
ter schedules and so the project was left 
to simmer on a backbumer until early 
spring of this year when we realized time 
was running out if we wanted to reach 
those who might enjoy Spring/Summer 
hiking. 

Putting ourselves into second gear, we 
made arrangements with the Rutland Free 
Library through a lovely lady by the name 
of Debbie Ramage, who finalized May 27th 
as our debut. I arranged to have the 
Main Club's slide show of New England's 
Alpine Areas delivered and we arranged to 
have various GMC articles and pamphlets on 
hand. The speakers were recontacted to 
make sure all were still able to help. 

We met at Carol's to go over the time ele- 
ments involved and for input from the par- 
ticipants. We passed out posters which 
were done by Carol and me which several of 
us placed in shops around the city. Press 
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releases were sent to both the Mountain 
Times and the Herald . 

Finally, May 27th arrived. Present 
at the meeting, not counting known Section 
members, were at least 35 people. None of 
our speakers were professionals but every- 
one did a fine job for a first time out. 

Our slide show was beautiful and if anything 
could have been improved it would have been 
a better sound system for the tape. 

I'd like to thank Roma Pulling for 
handling refreshments and our outing book. 
Our thanks go to the following for their 
contribution: Steve Pulling (GMC History 
and Killington Section Programming) ; 

Joe Dicton Sr. (Trails & Shelters); Rob 
Badger (Storyteller and equipment display) ; 
Ray Catozzi (day hike equipment needs) and 
Churchill Scott (membership, dues, Kirk 
Fund) . 

All in all, we counted the evening a 
success and hope to see some of those who 
attended on our summer hikes. 


CLUB ARTICLES AVAILABLE 


GMC T-Shirts in gold, beige, blue or 
white are available. The choice of de- 
signs is: "Old hikers never die, they just 
lose their soles," "Leave nothing but foot- 
prints" or the GMC seal. Sizes: small, 
medium, or large designed by the Burlington 
Section and a varied selection has been 
loaned to the Killington Section. For 
each T-Shirt we sell, our section may keep 
one dollar. 

Bumper stickers reading "Take the 
High Road - the Green Mountain Club" may 
be purchased for $0.75. 

If interested in either of the above 
items, contact Carol Chapman at 775-3545 
after 5:00 P.M. 


KIRK FUND GOAL REACHED 


Through the generosity of Carleton 
Wilson and Wilbur Weston, the Kirk Fund 
has gone over the $5,000 goal. 

As of May 1, 1981, the Fund totals 
$5,337.33, with the second $5000 fund 
reaching $1,074.21. 

At the present time interest accrues 
at approximately $50 per month. 


GMC 

KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
MAY, 1981 


Badger, Robert & Carolyn 
Barber, David & Audrey 
Bequaert, Frank 
Blaskowlch, Mrs. Wm. J. 
Broderick, Robert 
Broderick, Andrew 
Bryant, Harriet 
Cahee, Hedrick 
Carey, Robert 
Catozzi, Ray 
Chapman, Carol 
Charland, Rachael 
Con Ion, George 
Crowther, John 
Culvert, Harry 
Cunningham, Tom 
Daly, John 

Fitzgerald, Brian & Michele 
Frink, Helen 
Frink, Jim 
Harper, Stephen 
Howard, John & Pat 
Howard, Andrew (Jr.) 

Hughes, John 
Kirk, Mrs. George L. 
Lepinski, John 
Mausolff, Anne 
McWilliam, Gail 
Newton, Doris 
Nuffort, John 
Nyiri, Anna 
Ogden, Herbert G.,Jr. 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Peet, Harry 
Perkins, Cralgue 
Perkins, Vera 
Perkins, Robert & Thelma 
Perkins, Chris & Ralph 
Pulling, Roma 
Pulling, Steve 
Reynolds , George 
Rogers, Harold 
Roulier, Bettina 
Russell, Ellen 
Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 
Scott, Churchill 
Shambo, Winnie 
Sherman, Jake 
Smyser, Sue 

Valiquette, Thelma 
Valiquette, Ann, John, 

Mary, Thomas (Jr.) 
Weston, Wilbur 

Wilson, Carleton 
Wintturi, Mauri 


43 Gloria Drive 
Box 1097 

44 Bertwell Road 
Box 367 

Old Turnpike Road 
Old Turnpike Road 
Box 131 

179 Union Street 

7 Milford House Rd. A9 

103 Bellevue Avenue 
39 East Street 

215 W. Cherry Ave., Apt. #8 
Sunset Acres 
249 Lincoln Avenue 
Plains Road 
Box 218 

22 Engrem Avenue 
R.D.//2 

10 Elm Street 

60 Litchfield Avenue 
P.0. Box 11 
10598 Jason Court 
10598 Jason Court 
18 Rinaldo Court 

8 East Washington St. 

63 Pleasant St. 

R.D.01 

7 Westview Drive 
26 Boutwell Road 
543 Victor Way 

c/o W.C. Scott, 132 Maple St. 
RD//6, Liberty Hill 
62 Ormsbee Avenue 
113 1/2 Barre Street 
c/o Woodstock Stage 
242 South Main Street 
4812 Lebanon Road 
41 Wachusetts Ave. 

R.D., Woodstock Ave. 

Post Road 

8 Hi 11c rest Road 
223 Adams Street 

11 West Street 
33 Thayer Street 
1651 Clayburn Circle 
132 Maple Street 
142 Dorr Drive 

48 Morse Place 

12 Pine Street 

93 Killington Avenue 
Town Line Road 

104 Ashley Rd. 

Fairview Wooded Acres 

9 Harvard Street 
179 High Street 


Rutland, VT 05701 
Middletown Springs, VT 0575 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Dearborn, MI 48121 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Dorset, VT 05251 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Milford, NH 03055 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02167 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Poultney, VT 05764 
Randolph, VT 05060 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Columbia, MD 21044 
Columbia, MD 21044 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Chester, VT 05143 
Granville, N.Y. 12832 
Andover, MA 01810 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Laconia, NH 03246 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Charlotte, N.C. 28212 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Fair Haven, VT 05743 
Providence, RI 02906 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Apex, N.C. 27502 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Fitchburg, MA 01420 



TREASURER'S REPORT 
KILLINGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 


INCOME - 


Balance 1/1/80 

Gifts to Kirk Fund . 

Dues 

Mimeograph Sale . . 

Interest 

Camp Sunrise 

Merck Forest 

Sugar On Snow .... 


$1,748. 92 
623. 50 
60 . 00 
26.94 
20 . 00 
18. 00 
11 . 12 
$ 2, 508. 48 


$621. 54 


Income $2, 508. 48 


EXPENSES 


Transferred to Kirk Fund $1,748. 92 

To Main G. M. C. (Dues - 231. 00)... 3 38. 97 

(Fire & Liability - 48.48) 

(Ins. & Field Program - 59. 49) 


Smoke & Blazes 

Trails and Shelters 

Outing 

Postage 

Publicity 

Mimeo Machine (Ad 5.40 - Cord 7.00) 
Secretary Expense 


179.95 
40. 60 
38. 57 
31. 17 
15. 60 
12.40 
23.26 
$2,429.44 


Expenses $2,429.44 


Balance 12/31/80 


$ 700. 58 






























































































KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer 1981 Schedule 


« 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information, contact your hike leader; Robert Carey, President 
7 Milford House Road A9, Milford, NH 03055, 603-673-6395; Roma Pulling, Vice-Pres., 
RFD 2, Woodstock Avenue, 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 
775-5720. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

July 9 
(Thurs . ) 

6:00 P.M. 

SUPPER HIKE. Bring a picnic lunch and eat with 
friends near picturesque Falls of Lana on Sucker 
Brook across the road from Branbury State Park. 
Easy/mod. 1 mile Churchill Scott, 775-5720 


* 


July 19 
(Sun. ) 


9:00 A.M. MYSTEFtfHIKE to a destination known only to our leader 

but guaranteed to be fun. Moderate, 6 mi. 

Sue Smyser, 773-3269 


July 25 
(Sat.) 


9:00 A.M. WORK PARTY. Lower Cold River Road to Vt. 103. Re- 

blaze trail and lay puncheon in swampy area. 

Joe Dicton Sr. 775-4446 


Aug. 9 9:00 A.M. 

(Sun.) 


Aug. 15 9:00 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


Aug. 22-30 


Sept. 5-6 8:00 A.M. 

(Sat .-Sun. ) 


SHREWSBURY PEAK. A moderate climb climaxing in good 
views from the summit to the east, south and west. 

4 mi. Rob Badger, 773-3777 

MOUNT EQUINOX. A 3-hr. climb to summit of 3,825-ft. 
peak, highest in Taconic Range. Great views/ hotel 
on top. Via Burr and Burton Trail - 5.8 mi. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

GMC INTERSECTIONAL. A memorable experience for 
campers or day hikers. Details in May LT News . 

Camp Plymouth, Tyson. Rob Carey, 773-7076 

END-TO-END Arlington - West Wardsboro Rd. to Route 
11/30. 16.4 mi., moderate 

Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 


Sept. 12 9:00 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


CANOE TRIP on Otter Creek. Some rentals available 
by advance reservation. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3661 


Sept. 19-20 GMC AUTUMN OUTING. Mountain Meadows Campground in 

(Sat. -Sun.) Lincoln. See LT News . 


Sept. 27 9:00 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 


OKEMO MT., Ludlow, from Healdville. A new route for 
us; come and experience it too. 6 mi., moderate. 

Rob Carey, 773-3006 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 
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KlfLINGTON SECTION, GMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 

JUTLAND. VERMONT 05701 
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. UNSCHEDULED WORK PARTY 
by George Reynolds 
June 6, 1981 


LONG HOLE 

by Ray Catozzi 
June 7, 1981 


On Saturday morning, June 6, five 
hikers, A1 and Roma Pulling, Winnie Sham- 
bo, Joe Ciccarelli and I met at the Long 
Trail parking lot on Vt. Route 11. Des- 
pite threatening skies, the crew drove 
up to Mad Tom Notch via the ranger's ca- 
bin at Hapgood Pond. 

We cleared the trail south to Vt. 11 
where there were many blow-downs. We 
cleared out most of them, leaving only 
some low ones to impede trail bikes and 
one which was too large to take out. It 
was a pleasant surprise to find no trash 
either on the trail or at the shelters. 
The trash bags will keep for another 
trip. 

We found that Mad Tom Notch Shelter 
had been moved from its old location 
north of the Mad Tom Notch Road to a new 
spot about two miles south of the road. 
The shelter has been rebuilt using some 
of the old boards. We found the outhouse 
to be rather unique. The throne is a new 
metal one set on a large wooden platform 
in its own clearing with probably an ex- 
cellent view of the west when it isn't 
foggy. I assume that the Forest Service 
will soon put a building around it. The 
Spring was a shallow pool with no obvious 
movement of water, but it tasted good. 

Bromley Camp was in good shape with 
only one cracked pane which had been 
patched with qray duct tape. 

It was a good trip although it would 
have been nice if the fog had cleared 
while we were on top of the Bromley to- 
wer. The five-state view was limited. 
This work trip was the result of an 
appeal from the main club's Trails and 
Shelters Committee. 


Long Hole is a section of Lake Brook, 
not far downstream from the outlet of 
Griffith Lake. It emerges from the woods 
and flows placidly in a 300-yard long 
straight line through a long, open grassy 
meadow before entering the woods and tum- 
bling downhill again. It was here that 
we ventured this day to view the June 
"pinks" or mountain azaleas. 

To arrive at this unique stretch of 
mountain brook, we took a very circuitous 
route by car to enable us to walk in 
easily with very little climbing. After 
traveling south to Manchester, we turned 
east on Route 30 to Peru, north in Peru, 
then west on the Mad Tom Notch Road, and 
finally north on an unnumbered National 
Forest Road that dead-ended about U 
miles from the southwest shore of Griffith 
Lake. 

It was well that we chose to go by 
the lake en route to Long Hole because it 
was only around this highest body of water 
on the Long Trail that we found any 
"pinks." Not a single plant or bloom along 
Long Hole. It was interesting exploring 
down along this unusual stretch of wil- 
derness water. We even scared up a few 
wild ducks. 

After viewing Long Hole, we returned 
to the lake, followed the LT south along 
the eastern shore of the lake, and then 
i mile beyond to Peru Peak Shelter, where 
many had a second lunch. (Our first 
lunch was on the western lake shore on 
the way in.) Winnie Shambo, diligently 
working on her LT end-to-end award, 
talked three others into going out by the 
LT south to Mad Tom Notch, about 4i miles. 
The rest hiked back around Griffith Lake 
and returned the way they came in. It 
was an enjoyable outing in spite of threat- 
ening rain. 
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MIDDLEBURY GAP TO LINCOLN GAP 

by Rob Carey 
June 13-14, 1981 

This backpack trip was changed from 
the Devil's Den Area to the Long Trail 
between Middlebury Gap and Lincoln Gap. 

Five hikers used this opportunity to 
work on their End-to-Ends, covering about 
16 miles. 

Unfortunately, there are no shelters 
near the halfway point. Accordingly, we 
took tents and planned to camp along the 
trail. The weather cooperated, giving 
good views at several overlooks. 

We enjoyed a long break at Skyline 
Lodge on Skylight Pond. This is a beau- 
tiful spot, but the Lodge is showing its 
age. In order to reduce Sunday's mile- 
age, we decided not to camp at Emily 
Proctor Shelter. 

We found excellent tent sites on the 
trail at the junction of the Clark Brook 
Trail. One of our group had gotten ahead 
and stayed at Mt. Roosevelt, but the rest 
of us camped at the Clark Brook site. 

There was water a short distance down the 
trail . 

Sunday's hike was uneventful until the 
end. We spread out and not everyone stayed 
on the trail on the last mile, resulting 
in some confusion at the road, but we all 
got back together eventually. 


WORK PARTY BETWEEN GO V. CLEMENT AND 
TAMARACK SHELTERS 

by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

June 28, 1981 

The work party originally scheduled 
for June 20th to do trail work between 
Gov. Clement and Tamarack Shelters was 
rained out and re-scheduled for June 28. 

On this beautiful Sunday morning 
eight volunteers signed up for this 
task. 

It was decided that we would work in 
two groups. Group A which included 
Rob Carey, Sue Smyser, and Anne Mausolff 
worked the lower part of the trail. From 
the very beginning at the logging road 
Group A was busy clearing the buffer 
zones and painting the white blazes. 


Group B had five members: Ray Catozai , 

Joe Dicton, Jr., Joe Dicton, Sr., A1 Pul- 
ling, and John Hughes. Group B hiked 
ahead about one mile and started clearing 
and painting the white blazes on the buf- 
fer zone. 

This section of our trail system 
hasn't been worked on for years and 
therefore both A & B Groups had to work 
hard putting this trail back into good 
shape again. 

At the higher elevation evergreen 
growth was closing in on the trail and 
had to be cut back. 

On hiking back down the trail, one 
could see all the necessary clearing and 
blazing done by both groups. 

BOILING SPRING 

by Harold Rogers 
June 27, 1981 

Thirty two trustworthy people met at 
the fire station to venture into the wild: 
of Chittenden. Thanks to Mr. Lawrence 
Copeland who led me to the spring and 
showed me how to find it, we didn't get 
lost. 

We had the usual mix-up in deciding 
on who was driving and who was riding 
with whom but everybody got there and 
back. 

We parked the cars at the junction of 
the Jeep road and the New Boston Trail, 
signed the book, counted heads and star- 
ted. 

It was a nice day and the start was 
easy walking. We passed through an area 
where the gypsy moths had worked exten- 
sively. After that, the road got steeper, 
wetter, and bushier. 

We crossed brook number one and then 
brook number two as we were supposed to 
do. We started to follow an old logging 
road and I left the group and went bush- 
whacking to brook number three which is 
the run-off from the spring. I followed 
the brook up to the spring and yelled to 
the hikers who met me there. 

The spring was not boiling as much as 
the first time I saw it. I have heard 
that it sometimes dries completely up. 

It was quite a disappointment to me but 
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the other hikers seemed to be fascinated 
watching the shifting sand. 

We ate lunch and returned to the 
parking area. 

My feet were quite wet and I believe 
a few of the others had the same problem. 
It was an expected hazard and no one 
complained. 

No one got lost and I believe every- 
one had a good time. 

FALLS OF LANA 

by Churchill Scott 
July 9, 1981 

Twenty-one hikers attended our third 
annual supper hike on July 9. 

The evening started off with a down- 
pour which stopped our caravan near 
Otter Valley Union High School for a 
while. 

The Shambo family, already back from 
the hike, soaked to the skin, met every- 
one at the parking area. 

It was a short hike up the penstock 
to meet the road and then on to a van- 
tage point overlooking the Falls of Lana 
and nearby Lake Dunmore. 

Already plans are being made for 
next year's supper hike to Rocky Pond, 
Muddy Pond, and the remains of the Her- 
mit's shack. Please plan to join us 
then. 

MYSTERY HIKE - THE FLUME IN CHITTENDEN 

by Sue Smyser 
July 19, 1981 

Ten people showed up for the mystery 
hike on this sunny Sunday. We parked 
our cars at the East Pittsford Power 
House and Clifford Bassett figured out 
that we were hiking the pipeline to 
Chittenden Dam even before the leader 
could find the trail there. 

In season raspberries grew along the 
first part of the pipeline. We soon 
arrived at the only steep part of the 
trail where a handy steel cable was used 
for pulling ourselves along. At the top 
of this short but steep pitch the pipe- 


line levels off. Now we had the option 
of either walking beside the three-foot 
diameter pipe or on top of it. With foot- 
bridges over the streams the line seemed 
like it was made for hiking. 

As we neared the dam there were sec- 
tions of wooden pipe. These wooden parts 
had leaks in many places, but enough wa- 
ter must still reach the power house for 
electrical generation. 

At Chittenden Reservoir we found a 
sandy beach which made a nice lunch spot. 
The watermelon that was brought on the 
hike made a tasty dessert. Roma Pulling 
showed off her fishing skills by catching 
a fish in her bare hands. Being less than 
one inch in length it was under legal 
size so she put it back. After lunch we 
returned along the same route. 


WORK PARTY - LOWER COLD RIVER ROAD TO 

VT. 103 

by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

July 25, 1981 

The originally scheduled work party 
from Lower Cold River Road to Vt. 103 
turned out to be a double affair. 

First it was decided to move the 
trail from the Clarendon Gorge bridge to 
Vt. 103 back to its original location 
by the railroad tracks. 

At this re-location, trail clearing 
and blazing were done by John and Emma 
Hughes, Roma Pulling, Joe Dicton, Jr., 
Winnie Shambo, and Anna Nyiri. 

Re-setting the trail and parking 
signs was done by A1 Pulling, John Lepin- 
ski , and Joe Dicton, Sr. 

After the above trail work was com- 
pleted in about 90 minutes, it was time 
to start on the scheduled work party. 

The workers were divided into two 
parties. Group One, which included John 
and Emma Hughes, Roma Pulling, Anna Nyiri, 
and Krissy Nadler started their work at 
Clarendon Shelter going north. Their 
work consisted of trail clearing and re- 
blazing which continued until they met 
up with Group #2 which was heading south 
from Cold River Road. 
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Group #2, John Lepinski, Winnie 
Shambo, A1 Pulling, Joe Dicton, Jr. and 
Sr. drove around to the Lower Cold River 
trail location. New signs were made and 
the trail was re-blazed there. Stepping 
stones and puncheon were installed on 
wet sections. Good use was made of the 
chain saw in clearing the many fallen 
trees. 

Both groups worked hard to accomplish 
the necessary trail work so that other 
hikers can enjoy our trail system. 


SHREWSBURY PEAK 

by Bob Badger 
August 9, 1981 

We had a terrific turnout of 21 peo- 
ple for the hike up Shrewsbury Peak. 

Two visitors from Kansas City joined us, 
one newcomer just moved from Virginia, 
plus three from Ludlow and one from Bur- 
lington. If you really believe Rob Carey 
lives in Milford, N.H., we had quite a 
nationwide showing. We also had three 
members, a sizeable percentage, of the 
pharmacy team from Rutland Hospital. 

A really delightful group of people. 

The hike started from the Northam 
Picnic Area in North Shrewsbury. We 
traveled along at a good clip over moder- 
ate terrain until we crossed the boundary 
into Coolidge State Forest, at which point 
the trail steepens considerably to the 
south peak of the mountain. The good 
views, as noted in the Day Hiker's Guide 
to Vermont , to the southeast of Mt. As- 
cutney, Mt. Kearsarge and Mt. Monadnock 
and views to the south of Mt. Okemo, 
Bromley Moutnain, and Stratton Mountain 
were not to be had as we were fairly 
socked in by fog. Occasionally Smith 
Peak, less than a mile to the east, 
emerged from the clouds, but otherwise 
we had to use our vivid imaginations to 
visualize the surrounding peaks and top- 
notch views. Churchill Scott had pro- 
mised to signal us with a mirror from 
his lookout tower on Killington, two 
miles to the north, but needless to say 
with no sun and low clouds, there was 
no signal to send and none to receive. 

After lunch on top, we hiked north 
a few hundred feet to a sag where the 
trail branches.' Straight ahead, a trail 


joins the Long Trail in about 1.5 miles 
and then reaches Killington Peak. We 
took the trail to the right, dropping 
down to a lean-to and spring in about 
i mile, and then continuing along old 
logging roads lined with raspberries un- 
til we reached the lightly traveled dirt 
road that led back to the Northam Picnic 
Area, thus completing the circle. 


MOUNT EQUINOX 
by Ray Catozzi 
August 22, 1981 


This mountain climb, originally schec - 
uled for Aug. 15, was rained out and the 
leader thought he wouldn't have to reporl 
it. But thanks to our Veep, Roma Pul line , 
it was revived during the first weekend 
of the GMC Intersectional. 

Roma, Ray Catozzi, Bernice Grumm and 
Greg Bostock drove to Camp Plymouth, 
picked up a fifth member, John Howard 
from Maryland, and headed for Manchester 
and the Burr and Burton Trail. After 
2.9 miles of trail and 3,000 feet of 
vertical climb we knew we had been labor- 
ing, but after breaking out into the cleer 
at Lookout Rock it was all worth it. It 
was a perfect day and we had a gorgeous 
view of the whole Manchester village and 
valley. 


We lunched at the rock and then amblqd 
another 0.4 miles to the hotel on the 
summit. Did a little slumming and hob- 
nobbing with the motoring tourists and 
then we headed back down the same trail. 

We stopped at a beautiful .cold, clear, 
gushing spring half way down, about 150 
feet off the trail, to fill our radiator^. 


John drove Bernice and Greg back to 
Rutland in his pickup truck, while Roma 
and Ray returned to Camp Plymouth for a 
most enjoyable campfire of songs, storie: , 
awards and refreshments. 


A very rewarding and memorable day! 

INTERSECTIONAL 

by Rob Carey 
Aug. 22-30, 1981 

About 116 GMCer's and guests inclu- 
ding 10 KS'ers attended the Intersection- 
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al at Camp Plymouth and stayed from a 
few hours to nine days. Other than one 
big thundershower, the weather was satis- 
factory, allowing for many Long Trail 
and outlying hikes. Other day trips in- 
cluded canoeing and caving. Popular 
evening programs included campfires and 
the auction run by Frenchy Garfield. 


END-TO-END BACKPACKING TRIP 

by Winnie Shambo 
September 5-6, 1981 

Six people took part in the scheduled 
End-to-End outing on the weekend of 
Sept. 5-6: Al and Roma Pulling, Ray Ca- 

tozzi , Rob Carey, Lily Landerer, a mem- 
ber of the ATC from New York City, and 
myself. 

We might have had a problem with 
transportation had it not been for Ted 
Shambo who took all of us in his wagon 
to the Arlington/West Wardsboro Road af- 
ter we had spotted both Rob's and Al's 
cars at Rte. 11/30. We appreciate his 
help. 

It was 10:30 a.m. when we began our 
hike. The weather was holding nicely 
and the trail was so gradual a climb it 
seemed like a pleasant walk in the woods. 
We arrived at beautiful Stratton Pond 
at noon where we had lunch and pleasant 
conversation with the caretakers of the 
Stratton Pond Area. From the pond to 
William B. Douglas Shelter, where we 
spent the night, we hiked the recently 
completed relocation. This portion of 
the trail also was in fine shape with 
easy going. 

We shared the shelter with four per- 
sons from Massachusetts and a gentleman 
from Maine. Supper was an occasion we 
all looked forward to, each of us having 
something different. Lily had brought 
a large potato for baking and eating... 
eventually she was able to do so. 

Al had built a large fire which las- 
ted long into the night. Although it 
was lovely to watch while awake, it was 
breaking all rules of camping to let it 
continue to burn. Ray finally got up in 
the wee hours to extinguish it because 
the smoke was getting thick within the 
shelter. We had no animal visitors dur- 
ing the night of any sort, but I did hear 


an owl hoot in the distance once camp was 
quiet. 

We began to stir around 7:00 A.M. and 
finally broke camp at 8:50. Our first 
destination on this lovely, sunny day was 
Prospect Rock with lovely, although hazy, 
views of Dorset Valley and Mount Equinox. 
From there we hiked on to Spruce Peak for 
a view of the Taconic Mountains with the 
town of Manchester in the foreground. 
Climbing back down to the LT we had lunch 
before beginning the last leg of our jour- 
ney to Rte. 11/30. Some of us reached the 
cars at 1:30 P.M. while the rest of the 
group showed up an hour later. 

Everyone agreed that a stop at Friend- 
ly's Ice Cream Shop in Manchester was in 
order before our car trip back to Rutland. 

We hope Lily will have pleasant 
thoughts of the Green Mountains and the 
Killington Section after this, her first 
backpacking trip. 


OUT OF THE FRYING PAN AND INTO THE FIRE 
by Roma Pulling 

When your Board of Directors learned 
late last year that Tract 214-03, former- 
ly owned by Chuck Wade, had been purchased 
by the United States Government as part of 
their Appalachian Trail protection pro- 
ject, we were elated. Hooray! A chance 
to return the trail to the direct route 
from the Gorge! Ample space for an off- 
road parking area! Right? 

W-e-1-1-1, yes. These goals were 
realized soon after confirmation of acquis- 
ition, in July, but at the same time cer- 
tain other realities had begun to sink in. 
The Green Mountain Club had been designa- 
ted to decide what to do with "improve- 
ments" on the property and to protect them 
until such a decision was made, and in 
this area the Green Mountain Club is u^. 

Word of U.S. Government ownership 
spread fast, aided by an April 6 article 
in the Rutland Herald , and those from the 
"we are the Government" school of thought 
descended on the place. Not all of these 
were responsible, boy-next-door types, 
and every tour of inspection revealed 
damage done to the building and trash 
dumped in the Gorge area. When some of 
the windows were broken, your Vice-Presi- 
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dent made a frantic call to your Trails 
and Shelters Chairman, Joe Dicton, Sr., 
who went to the property, boarded the 
windows (with boards left behind by 
Wade!!) and nailed the door shut. Some 
of the boards have since been pried 
loose and had to be secured again, and 
this sort of thing will continue. Joe 
was assisted in this effort by A1 Pulling. 
I have called the State Police and the 
Shrewsbury town constable to please help 
watch the place, but neither seemed con- 
cerned or interested. Now we tread wa- 
ter until the main club gives us their 
recommendations for use or disposal of 
the structure. 

Then there was The Bus. To distin- 
guish it from a better-known vehicle of 
that name, perhaps we should designate 
ours The Bus II. TB II is an ancient 
Reo which in its declining years was 
parked in the gully south of the Wade 
house and used as a residence. When 
Preston Bristow, of the Appalachian 
Trail Project office in Woodstock, re- 
ported acquisition of the property, he 
advised that we should dispose of TB II. 
This has not been as easy as it sounds. 

Having very limited acquaintance with 
junk dealers myself, I recruited A1 to 
contact some for me. One wouldn't take 
it at all; another would take it if we 
paid to have it towed. We thought we had 
hit pay dirt when a third offered us $40 
if we hauled it out of the gully to the 
parking lot, which we have done. At this 
writing we are still waiting for him to 
make good. 

I must conclude with a word of appre- 
ciation to Joe and A1 for the many hours 
spent on this project. These things take 
time, but eventually our main goal -- that 
of protecting the scenic Clarendon Gorge 
from encroachment — will be realized. 


FRONT PAGE STORY 

Killington Section's Anne Mausolff, 
one of our more expert hikers and leader 
of last year's successful bike trip, is 
now also the subject of a front page 
story. An interview by reporter Dick 
Andrews, complete with picture, appeared 
on Page A of the July 1 issue of the 
Green Mountain Tribune , a weekly paper 
circulating in the Ludlow-Chester area. 


In it Anne recounted her experiences on 
a two-month, 600-mile Appalachian Trail 
backpacking trip from which she had re- 
cently returned. 

Anne's goal is to complete the entire 
2100-mile length of the trail, and she 
says that on the whole this journey went 
well. One exception was the time in 
Snowden, Virginia, that she stopped to 
pick up her food package at the post 
office and found it had closed. By spend- 
ing her last dollar, she acquired enough 
food to get her to the next cache. Mice 
could be a problem too, not only stealing 
food but also chewing holes in tents and 
sleeping bags. Anne carried a package of 
D-Con. 

Larger animals seen or heard were 
deer, bears, snakes and people, who were 
of the friendly persuasion and not like 
those who killed two hikers near her 
starting point in Pearlsburg, Virginia. 

She remembers with great pleasure meeting 
three Vermont women, including Marion 
Holmes, of Middlebury, and Shirley 
Strong, a former president of the main 
club. 

In spite of the satisfaction of a 
project completed, Anne recounts little 
annoyances that are foreign to us here: 
the trail maps which were of no use; 
carrying quantities of water because of 
the lack of fresh water along the trail; 
sore feet from walking long distances on 
pavement; and the heat, which eventually 
became unbearable. Anne is quoted as 
saying: "I became conscious of how much 
we have here in Vermont." 

GOSHEN GALLOP: KS'ers DON RUNNING SHOES 
by Winnie Shambo 

The Killington Section was well rep- 
resented at the 3rd Annual Goshen Gallop 
held on August 8 at Blueberry Hill with 
five brave souls daring to appear on the 
starting line among 117 runners for this 
grueling 6.5 mile race. 

I entered this contest with the idea 
that I'd go as far as I could and no one 
would think less of me if I were to quit 
somewhere along the route. 

I have no idea of what should be going 
through the mind of the runner as he/she 
goes along, but for the first three miles 
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I swore at myself as I kept gasping for 
breath and wishing for the pain to ease 
in my lungs; mentally kicked myself those 
first miles for getting myself into a 
situation such as this; debated whether 
to quit and return to Blueberry Hill 
each time I saw the slightest incline. 

Going past Camp Thorpe I remember 
thinking, almost in tears, that I couldn't 
go any further. I tried to comfort my- 
self with the thought that no one would 
care whether I finished or not. No one, 
that is, but me. At this point I was 
passing the half-way mark (Time: 36.6 
minutes), mentally thinking, "the point 
of no return." 

As I started down the hill, trying 
to keep the same pace as going uphill, I 
resolved to finish this race if it was 
the last thing I ever did. From that 
point on I blocked everything from my 
mind, concentrating on putting one foot 
in front of the other. 

Eons later I arrived at the Monster 
Hill. I ran as long as I could along 
the paved portion of the roadway, which 
was only as far as the first curve, be- 
fore sheer exhaustion forced me to walk. 

When I reached the four corners and 
realized there were less than two miles 
left, I also came to the realization that 
I could actually finish this race. I 
could see another woman about my age 
quite a way ahead of me and was deter- 
mined to overtake her. About 7/10 of 
a mile was left now and with a final 
burst I passed the woman and crossed the 
finish line three minutes ahead of her. 

I finished 113th with a time of 1:16:33. 
Ironically, the winner finished at 36.6. 

Kind of far back in the pack, you say? 
Kind of took my time, you say? Believe 
me, I did much better than even I expec- 
ted to do for a first-time runner. 

The other members of the Killington 
Section to enter and finish were: Joe 

Dicton Jr. and Sr., and Carolyn and Rob 
Badger. Ask them their stories of the 
Goshen Gallop. Better yet, if you enjoy 
pain, enter the race yourself next year. 

************** 

The illustration on the follow- 
ing page was contributed by 
Millie Kramer of New York City. 


NOTES FROM ARIZONA: A HIKE IN THE GRAND 

CANYON 

by Rachael Chari and 

It was about 10:30 A.M. when a group 
of five individuals started descending 
Hermit's Trail. For the first few yards 
it was brick paved and rather wide for 
trails in this locale. Then you wouldn't 
believe it until you actually saw it -- 
a path, a trail -- not as wide as a cow- 
path and a good Holstein would be insulted 
if one should say she made such a narrow 
pathway. Gingerly, I plodded down this 
narrow space, hoping I wouldn't slide on 
the cinders and pitch down the embankment 
that didn't have one tree to stop my fall 
-- only mesquite and cacti. We only made 
1,000 feet in an hour so you can see even 
the hikers who are used to this canyon 
area do not take chances. It leveled off 
for only a few feet and then upward. 

The trail was infested by weeds and 
begging squirrels -- Ponderosa type with 
a bushy tail that stood taller than the 
animal itself as it stood up on its hind 
legs. Those squirrels seemed to like to 
eat most anything and packed all they 
grabbed in each pouchy cheek. 

We were en route to Dripping Spring 
and indeed it did "drip" -- one drop per 
hour it seemed as we gazed at it. The 
fact that there was any water was a big 
miracle as water is not usually found in 
that part of the Grand Canyon. 

The whole hike was only three miles 
in its entirety but 3,000 feet into the 
Canyon was felt by all when we started on 
the return trek. Can you imagine it was 
over 100° at about 3:30 P.M. when we be- 
gan our ascent? Needless to say, I had a 
very difficult time trying to breathe -- 
my legs were fine, but gasping for breath 
took its toll on me. Female and male ran- 
gers very efficiently monitored my blood 
pressure every so many feet of elevation. 
They were finally convinced that my blood 
pressure elevation was due to the effort 
I was making to climb upward and out of 
the canyon. I literally crawled in many 
places -- my breathing was so labored. 

Yes, it was frightening, but there was 
nothing to do but try as quickly as poss- 
ible to get to the topside. Though wear- 
ing a hat and a long -sleeved shirt I still 
burned the back of my neck (didn't know 
this at the time as the Ranger kept cold 
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neckerchiefs around my neck). Rested at 
last for about 30 minutes when I reached 
the car. Then we all tried to go to 
Bright Angel Snack Bar for refreshments, 
but couldn't get near the area because 
of tourists ! Went to Babbitt's Grocery 
Store and I purchased a pint of lime- 
flavored sherbet. Boy, what that did for 
my parched throat and general disposition! 

I took only three hours to make the 
trip out of the Grand Canyon but you 
would have thought that was the very 
"end" -- But, sweet helpful ranger let 
them know (for once I was too exhausted 
to fight) that all hike leaders should 
acquaint their group beforehand concern- 
ing the proposed trail for the day's 
hike .so that such pressure would not be 
brought upon those out-of-state hikers 
who are not used to the elevation here 
in Arizona . She really let that hike 
leader have it, and if I had not been so 
weary I would have enjoyed a real good 
bel lylaugh. 


NEW MEMBERS AS OF SEPT. 1, 1981 


Caddell, Ralph 
R.D. #2 

Poultney, VT 05764 


Ciccarelli, Joe 
c/o George Reynolds 
8 Hillcrest Road 
Springfield, VT 05156 


Davies, Jean 
Camp Betsey Cox 
Pittsford, VT 05763 


Dicton, Joseph, Sr. 

Dicton, Joseph, Jr. 

Sugarwood Hill Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 

(omitted from June S & B ) 


A NOTE OF THANKS 

We are very grateful to F.W. Webb 
Company, of Randbury Road, Rutland, for 
their generous donation of three lengths 
of stovepipe and an elbow to replace the 
worn pipe at Minerva Hinchey Shelter in 
Shrewsbury. 

Thanks go also to Steve Pulling, who 
teased the parts into position, inserted 
the damper and leveled the stove, and to 
A1 Pulling, who assisted him. 

Those of us who remember the loss by 
fire of the old Sunnyside Camp at this 
location in 1967 are dedicated to taking 
"a stitch in time." 


THE GEORGE L. KIRK FUND 

On September 1, 1981 the George L. 
Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund totaled 
$6,702.25. 

In January of 1981 the first $5,000 
fund reached its goal and according to 
the terms of the agreement, interest 
earned will be used for trails and shel- 
ter maintenance. Therefore, our overall 
financial standing should be much bright- 
er in 1981 . 


Hoaglund, Judith 
21 Kendall Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 


McDonald, Missy 
10 Easterly Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Mull in, Ruth L. 
Loretto Home 
Meadow Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Simonds, William 
18 Terrace Hill 
Proctor, VT 05765 





KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Fall 1981 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information, contact your hike leader; Robert Carey, President, 

7 Milford House Road A9, Milford, NH 03055, 603-673-6395; Roma Pulling, Vice-President, 
RFD #2, Woodstock Avenue, 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Secretary-Treasurer, 132 
Maple Street, 775-5720. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Oct. 3 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

WORK PARTY. Repair Pico Shelter and outhouse, work 
on water bars. Joe Dicton, Sr. 775-4446 

Oct. 11 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 A.M. 

GRANDPA'S KNOB, Hubbardton. Easy ascent along a 
gravel road to the site of the wind turbine experi- 
ment of the 1940's and the former ETV station. Good 
views of autumn foliage. 4 mi. 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 

Oct. 24 
(Sat. ) 

10:00 A.M. 

STAR LAKE, Belmont. Easy walk on narrow dirt roads. 
2 mi. Anna Nyiri, 775-1789 

Nov. 1 
(Sun. ) 

1:00 P.M. 

ANNUAL VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE. Climb East Mountain 
by an easy route. Joe Valiquette, 773-8745 

Nov. 7 
(Sat. ) 

1:00 P.M. 
4:00 P.M. 

WHITE ROCKS CLIFF VIA KEEWAYDIN TRAIL. 2.6 mi. 
C00K0UT AT WHITE ROCKS PICNIC AREA. Come to each one 
or both. Bring food for cookout and flashlight. 

Ray Catozzi , 773-3006 

Nov. 21 
(Sat. ) 

5:00 P.M. 

COVERED DISH SUPPER. Watch HERALD for further details 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Dec. 5 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

GLEN LAKE. Follow old woods roads in the Bomoseen 
area. Moderate, 4 mi. 

Mark Krebs, 775-0773 

Dec. 12 
(Sat. ) 

6:00 P.M. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE. Short, easy hike under a full 
moon to Tucker-Johnson Shelter. 1.6 mi. 

Churchill Scott, 775-5720 

Dec. 20 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 A.M. 

ICE SKATING PARTY, Freedley Quarry, Dorset. Bring 
lanterns and headlamps. Rob Badges 773-3777 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 

HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. 

PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR HIKE LEADER. 
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OTTER CREEK CANOE TRIP 

by Steve Pulling 
September 12, 1981 

Have you ever heard the old saying, 

"if you don't like the weather in Vermont, 
just wait ten minutes?" Well, this exam- 
ple of Vermont wit and humor surely held 
true on the second annual Killington Sec- 
tion canoe trip on Otter Creek. With the 
gracious help of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Davies and Camp Betsy Cox our canoe trip 
was a great success. 

Starting at the covered bridge just 
off the Florence truck route, we proceed- 
ed north with four canoes and twelve miles 
to go. At first, the pace was quite lei- 
surely because we had some inexperienced 
paddlers with us including one individual 
who had never before set foot in a canoe. 

As the day wore on, however, the pace 
picked up considerably and before we knew 
it it was time to find a place to dock 
for lunch. 

If you have ever canoed on Otter Creek, 
you know it's difficult to find a place 
to dock because of the muddy, steep, slip- 
pery river banks. Thanks to Sue Smyser 
and Rob Carey we found a near perfect 
place to stop and eat lunch just south 
of the village of Brandon. While eating 
lunch we heard a thunderstorm approaching, 
so we ate fast and quickly started padd- 
ling again. 

It wasn't quick enough!! The skies 
opened up and we were caught in a cloud- 
burst thunderstorm. Luckily, we had 
just canoed under a covered bridge, so 
we made a U-Turn, docked the canoes, and 
stood inside the bridge to wait out the 
storm. We received lots of funny stares 
from cars passing through the bridge, but 
who cares, we were semi-dry. 

While boarding the canoes after the 
storm, Carol Chapman was determined to go 
swimming, but she changed her mind after 
she got in up to her waist. Like I said 


previously, the river banks were slippery 
especially after a storm, right, Carol? 

Soon after we left the bridge the sun 
reappeared and there wasn't a cloud in the 
sky. The remainder of the trip was just 
perfect in every aspect as we followed 
the Creek along Route 73 to a fishing 
access where Charles Davies met us and 
drove us back to Florence. 

Canoe trip participants were: Rob 

Carey, Rob Badger, Sue Smyser, Sue Tumlin, 
Roma Pulling, Carol Chapman, Steve Pulling 
and Audrey ("Dizzy") Whiteside from Eng- 
land. See you all on next year's trip. 

AUTUMN OUTING - LINCOLN, VT. 
by Winnie Shambo 
September 18-20, 1981 

Joe Dicton, Sr., Ray Catozzi and I 
represented the KS at the 1981 Autumn 
Outing held at Mountain Meadows in Lin- 
coln. 

Upon our arrival Friday afternoon 
there were plenty of sites to choose 
from. We opted to use the same site and 
had our tents up and were settled in in 
short order. 

Ray's goal for the weekend was to 
visit Cantilever Rock. According to the 
guidebook: "Cantilever Rock is a hori- 

zontal obelisk-like rock 60 feet above the 
ground and wedged into the vertical face 
of a 100-foot cliff. It is AO feet in 
length, 31 feet of which extend beyond the 
cliff." Ray's last visit to this unusual 
sight was with a group of Boy Scouts some 
years ago. Joe was there to enjoy what- 
ever was offered and my major goal was to 
hike a portion of the LT from Appalachian 
Gap to Birch Glen Camp in my endeavor to 
complete my End-to-End. 

Some of the scheduled hikes had no es- 
tablished leaders so there ensued discuss- 
ion regarding which hikes would actually 
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take place. With some compromising, hikes 
were arranged and I joined Ray and four 
others as Keith Edson led us to Cantilever 
Rock on Saturday. An impressive sight 
which could have been improved had there 
not been a half dozen youngsters upon it 
who refused to descend so that others 
could explore and had the weather been a 
bit brighter. At this point we had to don 
our rain gear and decided to hike to the 
top of Mansfield which we found a bit 
windy and chilly. The ranger, when we 
encountered her, was wearing her winter 
hat, scarf and mittens as well as her 
parka. Many other individuals and groups 
were also visiting Mansfield that day. 
the fog and drizzle cleared off enough 
for us to have a blurred view of the sur- 
rounding landscape. 

Back at the campgrounds, our neigh- 
bors, Andy Squires and his wife, Carlene, 
invited us over for AA (attitude adjust- 
ment) hour. It turned into an impromptu 
potluck supper with someone donating 
meatballs in sauce, another some bread, 
and, of course, the wine and cheese and 
crackers. Good company and conversation 
passed the time quickly. 

Before we knew it, it was time for 
the evening program. Slides and comment- 
ary of the GMC expedition to Yellowstone 
were presented and very well received . 

A great bonus before the slide show and 
during "intermission" were hot mulled ci- 
der and a variety of cookies, courtesy of 
the Burlington Section. 

Sunday, Joe and Ray joined a group to 
Snake Mountain before heading back to 
Rutland; I enjoyed beautiful sunshine 
while doing my little section at App Gap. 

Although the total number participa- 
ting in this year's Autumn Outing was 
small, we shared the fellowship of a com- 
mon interest . 

It is hoped the 1982 Outing can be 
held in Central Vermont with more club 
members from both north and south taking 
the opportunity to participate in one of 
the few events were everyone shares hi- 
king information and experiences . 


OKEMO MOUNTAIN 
by Rob Carey 

About 10 people turned out for this 
six mile hike. The air was hazy and the 
weather threatened showers but held off. 
Too bad we couldn't have had the clear 
day that I had wehn I checked the trail. 

We followed the route from Healdville 
as described in the Day Hiker's Guide. 

The trail was fairly well marked with 
orange diamonds most of the way. Although 
Okemo is not a high mountain, we climbed 
almost 2,000 feet. As a result, some of 
the group did not go all the way. At the 
top the haze restricted the view, but we 
all climbed the tower anyway. Due to the 
wind we had lunch on the ground. On the 
return trip it looked like we were going 
to get wet, but other than a few sprinkles 
the rain held off. 


GMC DIRECTORS' MEETING 
by Rob Carey 
October 17, 1981 

The major item of interest to the 
Killington Section was the Clarendon Gorge 
(Wade) property. The Board approved the 
same general plan as the Section has re- 
commended, except the Board would like to 
put a caretaker and Information center in 
the building next summer. The Section 
has reluctantly recommended removal of the 
building. Both agree on the need to de- 
signate a parking area and restrict ve- 
hicles to it, and to keeping the site 
clean. Any suggestions would be apprecia- 
ted . 

The proposed power line in the Rutlant 
area was discussed. The Board made a gen- 
eral policy recommending use of existing 
corridors and visual impact softening 
techniques where practical. In this case 
it supported the Route 4 corridor. 


Your mind and body can take more 
than you think. Don't cheat yourself by 
giving up — in mountaineering, in life. 

—Willi Unsoeld 
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WORK PARTY 

Joe Dicton, Sr. 
tober 10, 1981 


Because of rain the scheduled work 
party was postponed until Oct. 10, which 
tamed out to be an ideal day. Necessary 
r apairs to Pico Camp as well as work on 
t ve trail leading to Pico were accom- 
p Lished. 

Trail crew work consisted of cutting 
bbck the growth and cleaning out the many 
water bars leading up the mountain. The 
>ove work was carried out by Roma Pulling, 

r Nyiri, Bernice Grum, A1 Pulling, and 
Carey. 

Carrying the repair supplies needed 
fbr Pico Camp and the outhouse was done 
b r Mark Krebs and Joe Dicton, Jr. and Sr. 
were fortunate in having Mark, a pro- 
ssional woodworker, doing most of the 
jairs on the Shelter caused by porkies 
the door and bunks. A broken window 
the north side of the Shelter was tem- 
porarily closed with sheet metal. 

To our big surprise, we have never 
sfeen so many hikers both on the trail and 
miking use of Pico Shelter. It was a 
p easant surprise to know that our trails 
aid shelter are being put to good use. 


G LANDPA'S KNOB 
b ’ Harold Rogers 
Oitober 11, 1981 


With the best weather possible, 27 
kers et out on this easy and enjoyable 
ill ike. One of those who completed 
t e hike was a very proud Mauri Winturri. 

Thanks to Roma Pulling we had obtained 
tke necessary written permission to hike 
e mountain. We hiked slowly up the 
ad which passed mostly through woods 
a^d was not very steep. 

At the top there was some wind but the 
sikn was warm and bright. On our arrival 
it was a little bit hazy but it cleared 
f before we left providing fine views 
the surrounding countryside. Although 
could see Killington and Pico, Church- 
1 didn't flash us any signs. 

We had an uneventful walk down to the 
cdr. Using a topographical map we estim- 
ed that we had walked about one and a 


quarter miles with a rise in elevation 
from about 1100 feet to about 2100 feet. 


STAR LAKE, BELMONT 

by Anna Nyiri and Krissy Nadler 
October 24, 1981 

On a crisp Saturday morning thirteen 
hikers, among them Judith Paul Kypragoras 
and son Andros, three and a half, on a 
visit from Cyprus, parked near a field 
with a view of Star Lake and a backdrop 
of Mendon, Pico, Killington, and Shrews 
bury Peaks and Saltash Mountain to glad- 
den the eye and the soul. 

We walked a loop of approximately three 
miles on a snow-sprinkled country road, 
to Route 155, and up another country road 
back to the village and a cottage porch 
warmed by the sunlight, where we ate lunch. 

A memory to store in our brain com- 
puters — the view, the day, the walk, 
the company. 


VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE 

by Joe Valiquette 
November 1, 1981 

On Sunday afternoon, November 1, a 
group of 25 hikers met on South Main 
Street by the Fire Station for the annual 
Harold Valiquette Memorial Hike to the top 
of East Mountain. 

We parked the cars on the Wheelerville 
Road near the Powers and Gillespie Camps. 

It was a fairly nice day. We hiked 
up the old logging road past Dyers Meadow. 
When the logging road ended we bushwhacked 
it from there to the top. From the summit 
we had a very good view of the city of 
Rutland, although it was a bit hazy. 

The remains of a red flag placed there 
a year or two ago could be seen in one of 
the trees. 

After a good rest, we started down the 
mountain. There was a bit of surprise 
when Harold Rogers stepped in a fox trap. 
No damage was done except for a scratched 
boot and we proceeded down the mountain 
to the cars. 

Some stopped on the way back to Rut- 
land to view McLaughlin Falls . 
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WHITE ROCKS CLIFF AND CANDLELIGHT SUPPER 

by Ray Catozzi 
November 7, 1981 

The comments about this outing at 
the beginning, as we started slipping 
and sliding our way up snowy Keewaydin 
Trail, compared to those spoken around 
our cozy campfire at supper, were as 
different as the weather that day compared 
to the weather we should have had. Now 
that's a profound statement, but it co- 
vers the situation. 

What should have been a reasonably 
seasonably fall day with bare ground 
and possibly some sunshine turned into 
the area's first winter storm. Fourteen 
winter hikers showed up (minus skis or 
snowshoes) and off we went to Walling- 
ford, and up into the Green Mountain Na- 
tional Forest, for an expected beautiful 
view of the upper Valley of Vermont. 

Most of the gang made it all the way to 
the cliff top, and braved a bitter north- 
west wind out there in the open, to look 
out into a near whiteout . Even the tree 
tops at the bottom of the cliff were 
nearly invisible. Comments: "Should 

have stayed home"; "What are we doing 
out here in this weather?", etc., were 
heard. 

But hiking and climbing is invigora- 
ting and we were all well dressed for it. 
By the time we arrived back at the picnic 
area, with Churchill's fire burning 
brightly, we were all in good spirits 
and looking forward to an evening's win- 
ter picnic. 

An inch of snow was on our picnic 
table, but we hardly bothered to brush 
off the table and benches. Nearly every- 
one cooked and ate while standing around 
the cheerful campfire. Only three left 
without supper. Comments: "This is 

fun!"; "Why don't we do this more often?," 
etc. , were sprinkled among the busy sup- 
per chitchat. 

Candle lanterns made from plastic 
gallon milk jugs, brought by Anna Nyiri, 
were a big hit. What a nice glow two or 
three of these give out. 

So, what could have been a miserable, 
cold, wet outing, turned into a warm 
congenial, neighborly gathering in the 
dark pine grove at White Rocks. 

The Cadells, Jean and Ralph, with us 


for their last outing of the year, were 
leaving for Florida the next day. Even 
after much joking about their leaving us 
up here in the cold while they bask in 
Florida's warmth, they seemed sad in 
leaving us as they said their goodbyes. 

The weather that day reminded me of 
a mystery hike I led up Nickwackett Mt. 
on Oct. 8th three years ago. That year 
we got a heavy early winter snowstorm 
the night before. So, folks, if you see 
my name listed as leader of a hike in the 
fall in the future you can mark that day 
on your calendar as the first day of win- 
ter. But come, anyway, we are going to 
have fun! 

COVERED DISH SUPPER 
by Sue Smyser 
November 21, 1981 

Twenty-seven people attended the 
covered dish supper which was held in the 
Rotary Cabin at Tamarack Notch Camp. 

When we arrived a light snow was falling, 
but the advance party had warmed the ca- 
bin with a blazing fire in the wood stove. 
I don't think that anybody was uncomfort- 
ably cold. 

With everybody bringing a different 
dish we had a great variety of food. Theri 
was plenty of good food plus enough' for 
seconds . 

To top off supper we had two beautiful 
slide presentations. John Lepinski showed 
us slides he had taken on the Long Trail, 
at Mesa Verde, and at other locations in 
Colorado. Mark and Nancy Krebs also showe 
slides taken last summer when they hiked 
the LT north to the Canadian border. 

Rob Carey, Ray Catozzi and I brought 
sleeping bags. We spent the night in the 
cabin and cleaned up the next day. 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS TO ALL 
OUR READERS! 

Smoke & Blazes Staff: 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Asst. Editor & Typist: Jake 

Sherman 

Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pul- 

ling, Churchill Scott 






The George L. Kirk Trails and Shel- 
rs Fund has reached more than $5,000.00. 
rherefore the expenses of the Trails and 
Shelters Committee will be paid by the 
Interest earned by this fund. 

The second $5,000.00 fund started by 
s. George Kirk in April, 1980, has now 
reached $1,829.16. 

— W. Churchill Scott 
Treasurer 


NEW MEMBERS 


Use Vergi 

78 E. Washington St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Olga Laird 

Chasanna Drive, RD #1 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Change of address : 

Rachael Charland 
The Jackson, Apt. #30 
274 West Second South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 


SECTION MEMBERSHIP DECLINING 

A review of Kiliington Section mem- 
hip figures for the past four years 
indicates a decline of approximately 25 
r cent. The drop in the adult and 
or citizen categories has been par- 
:icularly noteworthy. Let's urge all 
:hose interested in our beautiful sur- 


roundings to 

join! 

!, ■ 

1981 

1980 

1979 

1978 

d)ULT 

42 

45 

48 

61 

SPOUSE 

7 

11 

12 

10 

>R. CITIZEN 

17 

21 

27 

28 

JUNIOR 

2 

10 

0 

3 

f AMILY JR. 

6 

6 

15 

13 

.IFE 

2 

2 

2 

2 

•OTAL 

76 

95 

104 

117 


Note: After seeing these lanterns on 

the White Rocks outing, several people 
asked Mrs. Nyiri to share directions for 
making them.) 

1. Make a lantern using a plastic 
milk or cider jug and a candle. 

— remove cap and cut a 3" x 4" (or so) 
flap in the side of the jug 

— thru flap attach lighted candle to 
bottom of jug candle drippings. 

2. Make a bottom-up one with a jug, 
candle, 5" x 5" x 1" (or so) piece of 
wood and a 2" nail 

— cut a 2" round hole in bottom of 
jug. .. .hammer jug cap to wood so that nail 
protrudes on inside of cap i.e. thru wood 
first - spike candle on nail - light - 
screw jug to bottle cap - stand or use 
handle to hold. 

—A. Nyiri 


THE LOAFER AND THE GOOD CITIZEN 

If a man walks in the woods for love 
of them half of each day , he is in danger 
of being regarded as a loafer. But if he 
spends his day as a speculator, shearing 
off those woods and making the earth bald 
before her time, he is esteemed an indus- 
trious and enterprising citizen. 

— Henry David Thoreau 



/fa set 




0-aTk-hii.L BARS 


1/2 c . sugar 
1/? c. oleo 

1 Tbsp. + 1 tsp. honey 

1 Tbsp. + 1 tsp. syrup 

2c. + 1/8 c . oatmeal 

1/4 c. peanuts or almonds, chopped 

1/4 c. +1 Tbsp. soy grits 

1/8 c. dry powdered milk 


l«ix all ingredients in bowl. 
Fat into greased 9 x 9 pan. 
Bake at 350 F. for 20 min. 
Remove from oven. 

Cut into squares. 

Remove from pan when cooled. 

tfinnie Shambo contributed this 
recipe for granola bars which 
she adapted from the 
New Healthy Trail Foodbook 
by Lorcas S. killer 



PLEASE TEAR OPP AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELOW 


KILLINOTCN SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (wo) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Oreen Mountain 
Olub. I understand that I will reoeive a aenberahip card, the LCNQ TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Seetian newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and sooial events. 

My dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Seotion (Rte. 140 to Rte A) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

V. Churchill Scott, Seo. /Trees. 

1J2 Maple Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Add rose 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $10.00 Spouse 8.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) A. 50 

•Junior members do net receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters fund in the amount of . 


THANK YOU! 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1982 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information, contact your hike leader: Robert Carey, President, 

7 Milford House Road A9, Milford, NH 03055, 603-673-6395; Roma Pulling, Vice-President, 
RFD //2 , Woodstock Avenue, 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Secretary-Treasurer, 132 
Maple Street, 775-5720. 


DATE 


HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Jan. 2 
(Sat.) 


8:00 A.M. 


CROSS-COUNTRY SKI TRIP, Utley Brook Trail, Landgrove 
and Peru. Expert Skiers, no hikers or snowshoers. 
Difficult. Rob Badger, 773-3777 


Jan . 10 
(Sun. ) 


10:00 A.M. 


PINE HILL, Rutland. Time to visit Rocky Pond again, 
also Muddy Pond and waterfall. 3 mi. , easy. 

Sue Smyser, 773-3269 


Jan. 23 
(Sat.) 


Feb. 6-7 
(Sat., Sun.) 


9:00 A.M. 


9:00 A.M. 


BIRD MOUNTAIN, Castleton. Hikers and snowshoers; not 
recommended for skiers. Great views from summit. 

6 mi., difficult. Rob Carey, 773-7076 

WINTER WEEK-END, Merck Forest, Rupert. Come just for 
a day or stay overnight in a shelter with stove. Hike, 
ski, or snowshoe. Reservations required. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 


Feb. 20 
(Sat.) 


9:30 A.M. 


TAMARACK NOTCH TO BROWN BRIDGE, Shrewsbury. Hike, ski 
or snowshoe. Easy to moderate, 4 mi. 

Churchill Scott, 775-5720 


Mar. 7 
(Sun.) 


9:30 A.M. 


N0RTHAM TO ROUND TOP, Plymouth. Hike, ski, or snow- 
shoe. 5 mi. , moderate. 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 


Mar. 13 
(Sat. ) 


2:00 P.M. 


SUGAR-ON- SNOW PARTY, Pulling Manor. Forget your diet 
and join us for our annual binge on Jan Martin's un- 
beatable maple delight accompanied by pickles, donuts 
and coffee. Phone for details. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 


Mar. 20 
(Sat.) 


9:30 A.M. 


JUGGERNAUT TRAIL. East side of Killington. Hike, ski 
or snowshoe along old logging road. Moderate, 5 mi. 

Ray Catozzl, 773-3006 


Apr. 3 
(Sat.) 


Coming on the spring schedule!! 


7:30 P.M. 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING. Meeting Room at 
VAC. Refreshments and program. Mark your calendar 
now! 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWIDE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
| AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS A 
| CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO THE HIKING AREA. 

HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND REPRESENT ROUND TRIPS. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR 
I LEADER. 




Craigue Perkins 
c/o Woodstock Stage 
Rutland, V T 05701 
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CIL LINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

This year's Killington Section Annual 
jeting will be held at 7:30 P.M. on Sat- 
jrday, April 3rd, at the Vermont Achieve- 
;nt Center. 

VAC is located on Park Street, north 
the Rutland Fairground. Park your car 
in the parkino lot in front of the play- 
round and enter the door on the far left 
,, the Pediatric Convalescent Unit). Signs 
jinside will direct you to the meeting 
Dorn downstairs. 

Make plans to attend this important 
seting at which three Directors will be 
lected and current issues discussed. 

Following the meeting refreshments 
ill be served and a program to be ann- 
Dunced in the Rutland Herald will be pre- 
sented. 
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GLEN LAKE WALK 

by Mark Krebs 
December 5, 1981 

This report is a little late, and 
I don't know how much I can remember, 
but as I recall it was a rather cool mor- 
ning as 19 eager fellow hikers gathered 
together for a quick jaunt around Glen 
Lake. 

The first 3/4 mile was on a gravel 
road and made quick footing. Then the 
trail split off to the left into the 
woods toward the lake, mostly on old log- 
ging roads. Just beyond the Moscow Pond 
cutoff we all paused for a break and soon 
were joined by Churchill Scott and two 
other fellows, making our group a total 
of 22. 

Shortly after noon, and after losing 
the trail only twice, we found a decent 
spot for lunch and we all scurried around 
looking for a place to sit. Several of 
the group took off up the hill in the 
woods to eat their lunch by a frozen 
water flow. A fire was soon started, and 
a kettle of water was put on to boil for 
some hot drinks, which was a nice treat! 

After lunch we headed on through the 
woods at a pretty good clip, taking time 
to eat some wintergreen berries that 
Winnie Shambo brought to our attention. 

The rest of the trail around the lake 
was easy and everyone seemed to enjoy the 
pleasant four mile walk. 

On the way back to the cars, Church- 
ill Scott pointed out an interesting old 
slate mill just off the road in the 
woods. Nice to have so many observant 
people on a hike! 
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MOONLIGHT HIKE 

by W. Churchill Scott 
December 12, 1981 

On a bright moonlit night in Decem- 
ber the Killington Section had its ann- 
ual "moonlight hike" with over 35 people 
participating. 

A quick trip by some to cut firewood 
followed cross-country ski tracks from 
Willard Gap to our destination, the Tuck- 
er-Johnson Shelter. Around 6:45 P.M. 
everyone arrived to find a group of ski- 
ers bedded down for the night. Soon a 
good fire was goinq, hot beverages served 
all around and our differences regarding 
the use of the shelter resolved to most 
everyone's satisfaction. 

As we raised our voices in Christmas 
caroling, the clouds parted and the full 
moon peeked through for a minute or two. 

It was enjoyable to see folks of all 
ages get together for a few hours to en- 
joy each other's company, talk over old 
times, and, despite the cold hands and 
feet that had to be endured for a short 
time, carry on this annual KS tradition. 


FREEDLEY QUARRY ICE SKATING PARTY 

by Robert L. Badger 
December 20, 1981 

Freedley Quarry is an old marble 
quarry cut into the side of Dorset Moun- 
tain, creating an underground cavern 
sheltered from the elements. During win- 
ter, the rooms that are flooded--two adjoin- 
ing rooms to the left of the main en- 
trance and one large room on the right-- 
become covered with a crystal clear glassy 
layer of ice unperturbed by wind, and free 
of snow. By late winter the ice becomes 
cluttered with small rocks dropping from 
the ceiling and chunks of ice from broken 
icicles; but in the early winter the ice 
is perfect for skating. 

On December 20, ten of us skied, snow- 
shoed or walked the 0.9 mile from Dorset 
Hill Road to the abandoned quarry. A new 
snowfall and clear day made for a perfect 
trip in. Once inside the quarry entrance, 
most of us inspected the ice surface by 
foot testing for ice thickness and marvel- 


ing at its clarity. A lantern, brought 
by Steve Pulling, was placed in the dark- 
est room within a clump of ice stalagmite; , 
formed by water dripping from the ceiling 
This created an intriguing pattern of 
light and shadows reflected off the ice. 
After assuring ourselves the ice was 
plenty thick, the skaters in the party-- 
Sue Tumi in, Steve Pulling, Sue Smyser, 

Rob Carey, Carol Chapman, Chris Salinder, 
Carolyn Badger and Rob Badger, donned 
skates and tendered our versions of 
Dorothy Hamill, Bobby Orr and Bonzo, the 
chimp. 

Several times as we glided around our 
natural underground skating rink, the ice 
gave out great vibrating quakes as water, 
expanding during its transformation to 
ice a few inches below our feet, caused 
the ice to crack. While we skated, our 
two non-skaters, Roma Pulling and Ray 
Catozzi , built a fire so when lunch time 
rolled around we had a place to cluster, 
roast our hot dogs, and try to stay warm. 

During our lunch, 25-30 members of 
the Manchester-Dorset Snowmobile Club 
motored in, set up camp outside the quar- 
ry entrance north of our own encampment, 
built a huge fire with charcoal and gaso- 
line, ate a quick lunch and roared off 
into the afternoon, hopefully never to 
be heard from again. 

After lunch we skated a bit more, 
trying to fend off the cold, before head- 
ing down the mountain. 

This was a terrific trip, one that I 
have always wanted to do, and voted by 
Ray Catozzi as the most unusual outing of 
the year. I may well lead it again next 
winter. 

UTLEY BROOK CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRIP 

by Robert L. Badger 
January 2, 1982 

The Utley Brook Trail was cut by and 
for cross country skiers during the mid- 
seventies across Green Mountain National 
Forest land and private property in the 
towns of Peru and Landgrove. The trail 
begins in Landgrove on the east side of 
Utley Brook, follows the brook for a 
while, then climbs very steeply to skirt 
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ilong the west flank of a ridge, drops 
steeply to cross a small stream, then 
rises moderately to a ridge cleared during 
) lumbering operation about 10 years ago. 
r rom here there are good views to the west 
)f Peru Peak and Styles Peak. After the 
:learinq, the trail returns to follow Ut- 
ley Brook until it encounters an old road, 
naintained for fire access, that crosses 
Jtley Brook and joins Forest Road 10. 
lere the trail enters the woods and goes 
:hrough several long uphills with accom- 
janying long winding downhills. The trail 
;nds on the west side of Utley Brook about 
:wo hundred yards away from its beginning, 
ifter coverinci a distance of approximate- 
y nine miles. 

Four of us - Joan Tomas i , John Lepin- 
;ki, my wife, Carolyn, and myself set out 
in a perfect cross country day of green 
wax and sunshine. Six inches of new snow 
:he night before resulted in perfect con- 
ditions, and conveniently one skier had 
(receded us, breaking trail. 

Skiing along at a brisk pace to keep 
warm, we finished the trail in a little 
under four hours. We then set off on a 
hort tour at the other end of Landgrove 
on a trail that passes the lone outpost 
of the Landgrove & Northern Railroad. 
i,long this trail we found a beech tree 
with bear claw marks climbing at least 
JO feet up the tree. But the bear was 
tone, and shortly so were we after a fan- 
astic day of ski ing. 


F INE HILL PARK 

ty Sue Smyser 
January 10, 1982 

On this beautiful sunny day, seven 
leople (five hikers and two skiers) 

; howed up for the hike in spite of below 
; ero temperatures. We started at the 
I vergreen Road entrance. Because the 
' rail had been hardpacked by snowmobilers, 
the hikers could easily keep up with the 
;kiers. The route crossed frozen Rocky 
Fond and overlooked Muddy Pond. The out- 
et stream from Muddy Pond wasn't frozen 
; o we made a detour over Muddy Pond to 
cet to the other side. We stopped be- 
side the waterfall to build a fire and 
cat lunch. 


During the entire trip we saw no 
other skiers, hikers, or snowmobiles. 

Ray Catozzi was in the area during the 
day, but we didn't see him during our 
outing. 

Conditions were very good for skiing 
with little or no wax and the snow was 
hard enough for good walking. We had to 
keep moving to keep from getting cold so 
we arrived back in Rutland before 1:00 
P.M. 


BIRD MOUNTAIN (ALMOST) 

by Sue Smyser 
January 23, 1982 

This proved to be not a very good 
day for climbing Bird Mountain. Even 
with blizzard conditions Churchill Scott, 
Rob Carey, Steve, Becky, and Roma Pulling 
and I decided to attempt the hike. It 
was when Rob's Rabbit got stuck in a snow 
drift that we decided to turn around. 

We spent the rest of the morning eating 
cookies and drinking hot chocolate in 
front of a blazing fire at the Pulling 
homestead. 

NEW BOSTON AREA 

by Steve Pulling 
February 7, 1982 

Due to technical difficulties, the 
original schedule had to be changed from 
a weekend of skiing and hiking at Merck 
Forest in Rupert to skiing and hiking in 
and around the New Boston area of Chitten- 
den. The hike leader did his homework 
and found that there was no loop trail 
negotiable in New Boston with the excep- 
tion of a trail around Chittenden Dam. 

If you can remember, Feb. 7 was a 
bright, clear, sunny, COLD day. After 
some slight confusion in spotting cars, 
we started our hike at the Mountain Top 
Inn and headed down the road toward New 
Boston. Thanks to the snow machines 
packing down the snow, we didn't need 
skis or snowshoes to make the going 
easier. 
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Lacking four of our original group 
of 14, who went on their own little hike 
(Churchill, Harold, Olga, and Virginia), 
we proceeded around the Chittenden Dam 
at an unusually fast pace in an attempt 
to combat the cold breeze. At noontime 
we stopped, built a fire, and had the 
usual Green Mountain Club winter lunch 
huddled around the fire. 

Soon after lunch we came upon the 
dam at Lefferts Pond and then we fol- 
lowed the fishing access road out to the 
cars that we had spotted on the Chitten- 
den Road. 

So ends another chapter of the Kill- 
ington Section's Winter of '82. 

TAMARACK NOTCH TO BROWN BRIDGE 

by Steve Pulling 
February 20, 1982 

Before I start describing this hike, 

I would like to recognize one of the 
participants. Mrs. Dorothy Kirk, an 
old-time Killington Section member, a 
friend of us all, and founder of the 
Kirk Fund which supports the maintenance 
of the section's trails and shelters, 
was present today. Mrs. Kirk hiked with 
us until lunch and showed great courage 
and determination to attempt this feat. 
Thanks for joining us and showing your 
support to our section. It was nice 
seeing you again, Mrs. Kirk. 

We parked our cars at the Tamarack 
Notch Church Camp and leisurely walked 
down the road toward Shrewsbury's Brown 
Bridge as Churchill Scott showed us 
points of interest alonq the way. With 
his atlas and topo map Churchill showed 
us where old buildings, farms, and school 
houses had been scattered around the 
countryside. All but deserted now, the 
area was once a small community. 

Passing by many old hunting camps 
and receiving occasional lessons in 
tracking from Jim Griffin, we found our 
way to Brown Bridge. By following the 
North Branch of the Cold River we made 
it back to the Quirk Bridge which com- 
pleted our loop. From there it was only 
a short walk back to the cars. Thank 


you again, Churchill, for your interesting 
commentary. 


POSTPONEMENT 

Due to scheduling complications, the 
Merck Forest weekend originally planned 
for February 6 and 7 will now be held 
March 27 and 28. The same conditions 
apply. Participants will meet at the 
Main Street park at 9:00 A.M. on the 27th 
and those spending the night should be 
prepared for backpacking. Day hikers are 
welcome either Saturday or Sunday. Reser- 
vations must be made in advance by over- 
nighters by calling Roma Pulling, 773- 
6997. 


PUFFING, STRAINING, AND BIGHORN 
SHEEP 

Several hikers have been overheard 
discussing the best pace to set when back- 
packing, and a member of the staff of 
Smoke and Blazes decided to do some re- 
search. following are three quotations 
which may help to shed some light on this 
subject: 

The Sierra Club's guide to backpack- 
ing called Walking Softly in the Wilder- 
ness (1977) has tnis to say: 

"Usually the members of a group hike 
at different rates-- some go faster, some 
slower. Should the slower hikers puff 
and strain, or should the faster ones slow 
down? It's important to have some agree- 
ment, not necessarily explicit, among com- 
panions. It can be miserable to be the 
one slow member of a group that is moving 
at racing speed; the only one who can't 
take time to look around and enjoy. So 
sort things out in advance." 

From the lovely Joy of Nature (1977) 
published by the Reader's Digest Associa- 
tion: 

"At the start of your hike, set a 
moderate pace that will allow the slowest 
(youngest, oldest or least experienced) 
member of your group to keep up without 
undue exertion. About two miles an hour 
is a good pace for the average hiker. A 
moderate pace also means you will have to 
make fewer rest stops." 



Finally, Colin Fletcher, author of 
The New Complete Walker (1978), which 
has been referred to as "The Hiker's 
Bible," says: 

"Even on trails, two miles an hour 
is good going. Over really rough coun- 
try the average can fall below half a 
mile." 

So, in summary, the experts seem to 
advise a pace comfortable for everyone 
in your group, not more than two miles 
an hour, and time for appreciation of the 
"joy of nature" or, as Fletcher says, 

"conversations with bighorn sheep," 

if that is where your interest lies. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

You are blinded by a sudden brill- 
iant flash of light. You fumble in your 
pack for your colored glasses. But no, 
it wasn't the sun. And you are sure it 

wasn't lightning. What ? Ah yes, 

there --on Sue Smyser's left hand. A 
sparkler that wasn't there on the last 
hike! ! 

All best wishes to our President 
Rob and Sue at this very important point 
in your lives. And when you desert us 
for that foreign country east of the 
river, in 1983, don't forget us. Come 
back and visit us often. 


MAURI WINTTURI 

It was with sadness that members 
of the Killington Section learned of the 
death of Mauri Wintturi on January 18th. 
An article about Mauri will be included 
in the next issue of Smoke and Blazes . 

A donation to the Heart Fund was made in 
his memory by the section. 


DUES ARE DUE 

If you have not already sent in 
-our 1982 dues, please do so immediately, 
ou may pay them at the Annual Meeting 
>r mail them to W. Churchill Scott, Sec.- 
reas., 132 Maple St., Rutland, Vt. 05701. 
his is the last issue of Smoke and Blazes 
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that will be sent to the 1981 members. 


NEW MEMBERS 

Krebs, Mark 10 E. Center St. Rutland, 

Vt. 05701 

McCarthy, William Box 26 Florence, Vt. 

05744 

Nadfer, Krissy Pleasant Hgts. West Rut- 
land, Vt. 05777 

Young, Virginia Chasanna Dr. Rutland, 

Vt. 05701 


KIRK FUND REPORT 

The George L. Kirk Trails and Shel- 
ter Fund has grown to $5,126.42 enabling 
the Trails and Shelters expense of 
$130.82 to be paid by the Fund. 

Also Mrs. Dorothy Kirk purchased a 
$500.00 certificate of deposit at 12% 
enabling the second $5,000 fund to reach 
$1 ,669.95. 

The next Smoke and Blazes will con- 
tain a complete financial report. 


LOVELIEST OF TREES, THE CHERRY NOW 

One of the loveliest of the spring 
poems, written by A.E. Housman about 
Shropshire in his native England but just 
as apt for Rutland County: 

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now 
Is hung with bloom along the bough, 

And stands about the woodland ride 
Wearing white for Eastertide. 

Now, of my threescore years and ten. 
Twenty will not come again. 

And take from seventy springs a score. 
It leaves me only fifty more. 

And since to look at things in bloom 
Fifty springs are little room. 

About the woodlands I will go 
To see the cherry hung with snow. 

SMOKE AND BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 
Asst. Editor and Typist: Jake Sherman 
Mailing: Ray Catozzi , Roma Pulling, 
Churchill Scott 
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FINANCIAL REPORT — 1981 


Income 


Balance - 1/1/81 

700.58 

Dues 

482.50 

Kirk Fund 

307.35 

Suqar on Snow 

70.70 

Interest 

27.82 

Sale of Guidebooks 

24.75 

Merck Forest Receipts 

9.00 

Sale of Patches & Rockers 

, 6.00 

TOTAL 

928.12 


Expenses 


Kirk Fund 

307.35 

G.M.C. 

237.60 

Dues 198.00 


Books 39.60 


Smoke and Blazes 

201 .22 

Sugar on Snow 

42.05 

Postage 

35.27 

Secretary Expense 

32.80 

Publicity 

27.42 

V.A.C. Donation 

20.00 

Outings 

10.37 

Typing Expense 

10.00 

Annual Meeting 

7.48 

Dues Rebate 

4.00 

TOTAL 

935.56 


Balance - 12/31/81 $693.14 


PLEASE TEAR OPP AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELOW 


Data 


KILLINGTCN 3ECTICN, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killlngton Section of the Green Mountain 
Olub. I understand that I will receive a aeaberehip card, the LCNO TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMGKE AND BLAZES (Seotian newsletter), whioh inoludes 
a schedule of Killlngton Section outings, work parties, and social events. 

My dues end efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killlngton 
Soot ion (Rte. 140 to Rte 4) and throughout the Long Trail systea in Vermont. 

Killlngton Section, GMC Naae(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Seo./Treas. 

152 Maple Street 
Rutland , VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $10.00 Spouse 8.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Jr. (under 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 4.50 

•Junior members do not receive all GMO benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 


THANK YOU I 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring 1982 Schedule 

• ■ * 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and hour 
listed. For more information, contact your hike leader; Robert Carey, President, 7 Mil- 
ford House Road A9, Milford NH 03055, 603-673-6395; Roma Pulling, Vice-President, RFD #2, 
Woodstock Avenue, 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Secretary-Treasurer, 132 Maple Street, 
775-5720. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Apr. 3 
(Sat. ) 

9:30 A.M. 

QUIRK BRIDGE TO McLAUGHLIN FALLS, Mendon. Follow old 
town road past hermit's residence. 5 mi . , easy. 

Churchill Scott, 775-5720 

Apr. 3 
(Sat. ) 

7:30 P.M. 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING. VAC meeting room. 
Park St. Refreshments and program. 

Apr. 17 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

WORK PARTY, Rte. 140 to Minerva Hinchey Shelter. Clear 
and blaze trail, clean shelter. 

Joe Dicton Sr., 775-4446 

Apr. 24 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

WORK PARTY, Clarendon Lodge to Minerva Hinchey Shelter. 
Clear and blaze trail, clean shelter. 

Joe Dicton Sr., 775-4446 

May 8 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

WILDFLOWER IDENTIFICATION. Tamarack Notch and Bald 
Mountain area, Mendon. Bring flower guide if avail- 
able. Easy, 3 mi. Janet Martin, 773-8621 

May 15 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

KILLINGTON SECTION WALK-THROUGH. Cover as much of our 
trail as possible in teams, do light maintenance and 
assess major damage. Joe Dicton Sr., 775-4446 

May 23 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 A.M. 

McGINN BROOK FLUME, Mt. Tabor. Cascade over a high 
rock ledge. Easy, 2 mi. Ray Catozzi , 773-3006 

May 29-30 
(Sat. -Sun. ) 


GMC ANNUAL MEETING. Norwich University. Further de- 
tails and registration blank in Long Trail News. 

June 5 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

BRIDGEWATER CHATEAUGAY. Moderate hike to delightful 
pond, good views. Swimming optional. 4 mi. 

Rob Carey, 773-7076 
Sue Smyser, 773-3269 

June 11-13 
(Fri .-Sun. ) 

4:00 P.M. 

Rte. 9 to Williamstown Station. Bring tent. 17.7 mi., 
moderate. A i p ulUng> 775-6997 

June 19 
(Sat. ) 

10:00 A.M. 

BIKE TRIP. BYOB (Bring Your Own Bike!). Through the 
Clarendon area. Approx. 18 mi. Leave from the parking 
lot of College of St. Joseph the Provider. 

Rob and Carolyn Badger, 773-3777 

June 26 
(Sat. ) 

10:00 A.M. 

MT. INDEPENDENCE, Orwell. A flashback to Revolutionary 
War days in Vermont, 4 mi., easy. 


Roma Pulling, 773-6997 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS A CONSID- 
ERABLE DISTANCE TO THE HIKING AREA. 

HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND REPRESENT ROUND TRIPS. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR 
LEADER. 


KILLINGTON SECTION. GMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701 


niftihigi ■ iMutMitwiaiw 



'jk/ M itouert lerkins 
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Ohsrlotte, N.C. 28212 




KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING & 

STATE OF THE SECTION REPORT 

by Ray Catozzi, President 

Rather than repeat, or compete with, 
a very fine article written by Churchill 
Scott on our annual meeting, which appeared 
in the May issue of the Long Trail News , 

1 am going to attempt to add highlights, 
reflections and analyses of that meeting, 
blending these with how we are doing and 
where we are headed. 

This is the third year that this 
annual affair has been held in the spring, 
as a result of a change in the Killington 
Section by-laws. This was brought about 
by very low attendance at our last two 
January annual meetings, caused by snow- 
storms. In spite of the change to spring 
our attendance at these meetings remains 
low, running in the mid to low 20' s. 

But when one compares our membership 
of 140 in 1972 to less than half that num- 
ber this year, the attendance is probably 
good, percentagewise. 

Some good news was reported by Outing 
Chairman Roma Pulling, though, and that 
was that in spite of much lower member- 
ship, the attendance on our 1981 outings 
was u£ 40% over the previous year. 

This is due, I feel, to several rea- 
sons. First, we now have greater variety 
of outings than we ever have had. The 
committee has been working very hard to 
get balance in length, interest, and de- 
gree of difficulty. Second, our publicity 
has been interesting, very inviting, and 
very widespread due to the untiring ef- . 
forts of Winnie Shambo, our publicity 
chairman. Winnie has gotten news releases 
published simultaneously in the Rutland 
Herald s the Mountain Times , the Rutland 
Shopper , and the now defunct Rutland 
Calendar , as well as getting announce- 
ments of our outings on both local radio 


stations . 

Thirdly, and this may not be nearly 
as much a deciding factor as the first 
two, is the stabilization of inflation 
and therefore gas prices. For quite a 
long time now we have scheduled our out- 
ings close to home to save gas, but we 
are now traveling further more often. 

This also makes for increased interest. 

It is felt that this increase in att- 
endance can't help but improve our member- 
ship, as many of these persons attending 
are not members, but could easily be if 
we all do our part in talking up the bene- 
fits of membership in the Killington Sec- 
tion. At this time I would, as your pres- 
ident for the coming year, ask each and 
every member to try to sign up a new mem- 
ber. Invite your friends on our hikes, 
get them to see the pleasures of the great 
outdoors that we enjoy, and remember that, 
even though we advertise that membership 
is not required to attend, we shouldn't 
be bashful in asking them to join. 

Thanks to a most wonderful job done 
by Joe Dicton, Sr., our Trails and Shel- 
ters Chairman for the past three years, 
plus all the many hours of trailwork done 
by our relatively low membership, the 21 
miles of Long Trail assigned to us is in 
good condition. Some work is yet to be 
done on the trail this year and some shel- 
ter work remains, but, all in all, the 
chairman's job inherited by Mark Krebs 
for the current year shouldn't prove to 
be a burdensome one. 

The Kirk Fund for Trail and Shelter 
maintenance has matured and is now pro- 
viding the necessary funds for the job to 
be done each year. 

Interest and a sense of duty is running 
high in the active membership of our sec- 
tion aside from taking on hike leadership. 
The GMC Intersectional, in August, and 
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the GMC Autumn Outing Weekend, both club- 
wiije activities, are to be chaired this 
year by KS members. Rob Carey is heading 
up the Intersectional and Winnie Shambo 
is making the plans for the Autumn Outing, 
to be held at Otter Creek Campgrounds in 
Danby. Incidentally, the Intersectional 
is also being held near Rutland, at Camp 
Thorpe in Goshen. 

All in all, I feel we, as a section 
of the GMC, are in good shape with pros- 
pects for the future even better. You 
will note, in looking over our summer 
schedule of outings (last page of this 
newsletter) that we have planned more 
outings than ever. In the past the aver- 
age number of outings per month was 2+. 
This summer, due to the high interest in 
the hard core of our membership for want- 
ing to lead hikes to new, unusual, and 
distant places, we have left very few 
weekends untouched. 

Finally, I want to thank Rob Carey 
for his excellent leadership as president 
of the section for the last two years, a- 
long with all the other hard working sec- 
tion members. You have made my job for 
the coming year much much easier. Onward 
and upward we'll go! 


MAURI WINTTURI REMEMBERED 

The thing I remember best about Mauri 
is the very strong feeling he had about 
the correct' way to blaze a trail. 

"It should always be possible to see 
two blazes in front of you and two be- 
hind you. Each blaze shall be as high 
as possible and exactly two inches wide 
by six inches high and never, I repeat, 
never on both sides of the same tree 
for this tree may die, blow down, get 
hit by lightning or otherwise disappear." 

And that is good advice from a pro- 
fessional. 

— Churchill Scott 

To some people Mauri was the paunchy, 
red-faced man with a cigarette in one 
hand and a bottle of beer in the other; 
but he was more than that. Mauri was 
sensitive, astonishingly well-read, and 


appreciative of flowers and everything he 
found in the outdoors that he loved. 

Mauri would stop in for a chat when- 
ever he was in the area; and as I was us- 
ually busy in the kitchen, he was content 
to perch on the kitchen stool while we 
talked. Often he passed on reports of re- 
pairs needed at one of the shelters, 
either from personal observation or from 
conversations with other hikers . The 
last time I saw him, in October, he had 
pored through a collection of old VERMONT- 
ER magazines in a used book store and 
found three with articles on the Long 
Trail and Green Mountain Club . He was as 
pleased as a child at Christmastime and 
wanted to share his find with me. This 
is a pleasant memory to file away. 

— Roma Pulling 

One of the many things I remember 
about Mauri is paint blazing. He did it 
with great attention to detail. Of course 
this means he couldn't do it very fast, 
but when criticized about speed, or lack 
of it, he'd say: "It's better to paint 
one good blaze than ten lousy ones. I 
don't do lousy ones." And he didn't. 

He'd go out with a two- inch brush, 
paint scraper, brush clippers and paint. 

It would take about five minutes per 
blaze. Mauri picked his trees very care- 
fully, making sure it could be seen easily 
from the direction he was painting for. 
This might require clipping several 
branches. Then he would scrape the bark 
smooth where the blaze would go. Next 
he'd take his two-inch brush and measure 
off a 2" x 6" rectangular blaze, making 
sure to get the comers neat and square 
as he painted. Most housepainters aren't 
as careful drawing around trim as Mauri 
was painting a blaze on a tree! Any un- 
necessary blazes were scraped off, while 
ALL blazes to be kept were repainted, not 
just the ones wearing out. 

It took a lot of patience to go blaz- 
ing with Mauri, but no one can say the 
work wasn't top quality. He really gave 
the trail his all. 

— Rob Carey 
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DASHING THROUGH THE SNOW 
by Roma Pulling 
March 6, 1982 

Actually our dash was nearer a crawl 
with frequent rest stops, there were two 
horses instead of one, and the vehicle 
was what, in former days, we called a 
sledge. So much for romanticism, but 
would you believe the seven people who 
went on this unscheduled outing had a 
great time? Krissy Nadler, the only rep- 
resentative of the junior set, even got 
to drive Jim and Judy, the Belgian 
horses. Some people held that the best 
part of the ride was the hot chocolate 
and homemade cookie session in the cozy 
kitchen at the Bruce farm just before we 
left for home. A perfect way to end a 
winter outing! 

We tried to organize a sleigh ride 
last year and found only a man who could 
take three people at a time and another 
who wanted $100 and could take 20. The 
difficulties of getting 20 people to- 
gether via phone calls sank that plan. 

A short while ago a wistful comment by 
Sue Smyser and an ad in the Rutland 
Herald set things in motion again. Gin- 
ny Young helped with the calling, and 
we were on our way. 

Incidentally, before these spur-of- 
the-moment activities we try to call 
everyone we think might be interested. 

If we missed you, just call your chair- 
man (773-6997) or any of the numbers at 
the top of your hike schedule and ask to 
be included. Please excuse the over- 
sight. 

NORTHAM TO ROUND TOP 

by Harold C. Rogers 
March 7, 1982 

In spite of rain and wind, eleven 
hikers turned up at the park. Things 
started to go wrong on the drive to 
Shrewsbury as I drove into a water hole 
and my pickup stalled. We had quite a 
few mechanics with us. Bemie Donahue 
did the dirty work. Rob Carey was the 
one who found the trouble which was soon 
fixed and we were on our way. 

When we got to Shrewsbury the roads 


were slippery and we couldn't drive as 
far as we had planned. 

After we had walked about a half hour 
we came to a fork in the road. The left 
road was our intended route to the ski 
area and Route 100. The right hand road 
was a dead end road that headed toward 
Saltash Mountain. There was a wood pulp 
and logging operation down this road a- 
bout one quarter of a mile which we want- 
ed to check out. We intended to bush- 
whack back to the left to the other road 
which was possible because two weeks 
earlier Churchill Scott and I had walked 
it. But this time we walked in a circle 
and got lost in a way, because in about 
10 minutes we were back at the pulpwood 
pile. At this time the hike leader felt 
very foolish because anyone who can't go 
two hundred yards in a straight line 
isn't very smart. Then we decided to 
backtrack to the original road. 

After we arrived at a lunch spot, we 
decided to build our fire under softwood 
for protection from the rain. The trees 
were heavily covered with snow and we 
built a real hot fire. The coffee water 
heated quickly but the heat melted the 
snow on the trees which, combined with 
the rain, got us very wet. We found af- 
ter lunch that it wasn't raining very 
hard out in the open. 

Our original destination was Magic 
Mountain Ski Area on Route 100 but as 
we were drenched we decided to quit and 
come home. 

The trip back was fast and uneventful. 

SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY 

by Roma Pulling 
March 13, 1982 

We met again at the VP's house — 

The third year in a row — 

To feast on coffee, doughnuts, pickles, 

and 

Of course, sugar-on-snow. 

In number we were twenty-one . 

Ray was late again! 

Outings Committee, what shall we do 

To make the schedule plain? 

(continued) 
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Now we owe a vote of thanks 
To two Martins, Jan and Jack. 

Your syrup was unbeatable! 

We hope you will come back. 

Thanks also goes to Dexter Shoes 
For granting us the right 
To park our cars across the way 
In a convenient site. 

Outside it rained; we didn't care. 

The fireplace spread its glow. 

The food was good, friends gathered 

' round; 

So let it storm and blow. 

There were a few who never yet 
Had partaken of this treat. 

I'm sure they will agree with us: 

This party can't be beat. 

JUGGERNAUT TRAIL 

by Ray Catozzi 
March 20, 1982 

A perfect sunny winter day greeted 
nine hikers this March day as we met in 
Main Street Park. Then off we went to 
the trail head on the Hadley Hill Road 
in Bridgewater, two of us skiing, one 
snowshoeing, and six just walking. Snow 
conditions proved ideal for all as we 
climbed higher and higher up the eastern 
approach to Killington Peak. 

By lunch time the Juggernaut Trail 
had disappeared, or rather was swallowed 
up by a new downhill ski trail on Sher- 
burne Corp.'s new Bear Mountain Area. 

So we backtracked to a little clearing 
beside the trail and got a woodfire 
going for hot water. Soon all were en- 
grossed in an enjoyable lunch hour with 
the usual friendly and humorous flow of 
conversation . 

On the way back down the trail the 
two skiers had numerous good runs scat- 
tering the foot hikers with shouts of 
"Track." A great day, a grand outing! 


QUIRK BRIDGE TO MCLAUGHLIN FALLS 

by Churchill Scott 

April 3, 1982 

On Saturday, April 3, we again drove 
to the Tamarack Notch Aitken Forest area. 
This time after hiking past the old swim- 
ming hole in Cold River North Branch and 
over the Quirk Bridge we turned north 
toward McLaughlin Falls. Under darkening 
clouds we passed the barway to the Quirk 
Farm and Fritz Gould's last residence on 
the mountain. 

The walking conditions were not too 
bad for snowmobiles had packed the snow, 
but, sure enough, as we stopped for lunch 
a bit short of the falls the rain began. 

A good hot fire soon had our hot drinks 
ready and this time we knew enough to 
build our fire in the open. The old 
coffee pot is always welcome especially 
at this time of the year. 

After a last look at the falls, a 
spectacular sight, winter or summer, we 
headed back on the Wheelerville Road. 

We passed by an old lumber road leading 
to the tarpaper shack of a Polish immi- 
grant who watched over the many summer 
camps in the area and who relied on the 
writer's father. Dr. Scott, to doctor him 
in return for a nice catch of trout or 
field strawberries, blueberries or rasp- 
berries in season. 

At the end everyone felt that this 
hike was not quite as wet as the recent 
Northam one. 

WORK PARTY 

by Joe Die ton, Sr. 

April 17, 1982 

On this cool spring morning 12 volun- 
teers signed up for the first work party 
of 1982. Harold Rogers, Churchill Scott, 
and Mark Krebs blazed and cleared the 
trail from Route 103 to Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter. The going was very difficult as 
there was still plenty of snow on the 
ground. 

Winnie Shambo, John Lepinski, and Joe 
Dicton, Sr. drove to the trail head on 
Route 140 to start their task of clearing 


and blazing to Minerva Hinchey Shelter. 
With all the snow on the trail a snowshoe 
like would have been more appropriate. 

Marie Roby, Roma, Al, and Steve Pul- 
ling, Bemie Donahue, and Ray Catozzi took 
over the big task of cleaning up the Min- 
erva Hinchey Shelter and surrounding area. 
Repair work on the shelter was also done 
jy the above volunteers. 


WILDFLOWER WALK 

by Jan Martin 
May 8, 1982 

Nineteen people gathered for the Wild- 
flower walk in Aitken State Forest led by 
Jan Martin. Due to a mix-up on starting 
times with the Physical Fitness Group, 

Roma Pulling volunteered to wait at the 
park for anyone who might arrive at 10 
o'clock. Unfortunately no one showed up 
and Roma ended up hiking home instead of 
having a pleasant walk in the woods... for 
which the leader is very apologetic! 
Dedicated individuals like Roma are what 
keep the Section going. 

Because of this starting time mix-up, 
the group spent the first hour walking 
around Tamarack Notch Camp where we saw 
sainted and red trillium, windflowers, wild 
oats, and blue cohosh among other flowers. 

After waiting for Roma and deciding 
something went wrong and leaving her a 
lote, we proceeded up the Bald Mountain 
Trail. The side of the mountain was lit- 
srally carpeted with spring beauties with 
sccasional adder's tongue, four or five 
iifferent kinds of violets, and Dutchmen's 
sritches and squirrel-corn (growing to- 
gether we got a good look at the diff- 
erences in their blossoms) . There were 
ilenty of flower guides on hand to verify 
iur findings and to keep the leader on 
ler toes. Most of the group made it to 
he i irst ledge where lunch was eaten and 
! ome with afternoon commitments returned 
lome. About seven continued on up the 
i lountain, over the first summit, made a 
1 rief stop at the bog, and went on over 
he second summit to the Rutland lookout 
< nd back down to the camp . On the second 
i ummit a clump of arbutus was finally lo- 
( ated that was still in bloom. 


It was a beautiful day and apparently 
much enjoyed by the participants. We had 
picked the right weekend for a wildflower 
walk which can be a tricky business as the 
arrival of spring can vary two to three 
weeks from year to year. 

WALK THROUGH 

by Joe Dicton, Sr. 

May 15, 1982 

We couldn't have asked for a more 
beautiful day for this annual event. Six 
volunteers signed up for this task and 
were assigned to their sections. 

Ray Catozzi and Mark Krebs took over 
the big job of repairing Governor Clement 
Shelter. The center support beams were 
damaged due to the heavy snow this past 
winter. After about five hours of hard 
work the Shelter was made usable again. 

Emma and John Hughes cleared the 
trail from Route 103 to the Cold River 
Road. Winnie Shambo and John Lep inski 
took over the task of cleaning up the 
Clarendon Shelter and vicinity. Every 
spring this area requires a thorough clean- 
ing. 

Yours truly started trail clearing 
from Cold River Road to Governor Clement 
Shelter. Work on this section of the 
trail was light as there weren't any 
blowdowns . 


TRIBUTE TO RUTH MULLIN 
by Churchill Scott 

It is with a great deal of sadness 
that we learned of the death of Mrs. Ruth 
LaBrake Mullin. A long-time member of the 
Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club, she was especially noted for her 
bountiful vegetable gardens and beautiful 
flower gardens she managed to cultivate 
each year. 

She was born in Florence on March 14, 
1897 and graduated from the Elliot Commun- 
ity Hospital in Keene, N.H. For many years 
she practiced at the Proctor Hospital, then 
private duty and finally as a receptionist 
for Dr. J.J. Tomasi, Sr. 
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Many members will remember her as a 
gracious hostess at the family's camp on 
the Fire Hill Road and the many enjoyable 
outings we had there. 

A donation has been made in her 
memory to the Vermont Heart Association. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Nancy and Mark 
Krebs on the birth of Joshua, born 
May 6. 


NEW HOSTEL FOR HIKERS 

On May 23rd the Sherburne Pass Hos- 
tel was opened. Owned and operated by 
Mark Krebs, this resting place for the 
weary hiker will accommodate 18 people. 

It is located 100 yards off the Long 
Trail in the yellow building directly 
across from the Inn at Long Trail. 

Kitchen facilities and two showers are 
available. 

Fees are: $4 per night, $3 per 
night without use of kitchen facilities, 
$1 use of shower only. 

On June 19th there will be an Open 
House with day hikes in the surrounding 
area. Bring a dish and come to enjoy a 
pot luck supper. 

We wish Mark every success in this 
new venture. 

LETTER FROM SALT LAKE CITY 
by Rachael Charland 

Our hike to the East Rim of Deer 
Creek Canyon got underway about 8:30 a.m. 
at the parking lot of the Shriners Hos- 
pital. I met two people who knew of the 
state of Vermont and had actually been 
in the state. The first one had gone to 
visit the Joseph Smith Monument in Sharon 
and the other one had lived in Brattle- 
boro and Newfane. 

Cars were finally moved from the 
Shriners parking lot to a very steep 
down-grade, where we parked with wheels 
turned inward to sidewalk. .. .Access to 
the trail (actually a deer track) was 
through the backyards of some very ex- 


pansive and expensive newly built homes— 
very odd shapes and sizes and many of 
them empty. 

A dry creek loomed up before us which 
turned into a mad running Wet Creek! It 
was either scramble to the left and right 
of it through thickets of stunted scrub- 
oak or walk in the water. After we 
reached the 5,000 foot level, a short, 
short rest period was taken. Only two of 
us were in the "60' s" group, the leader, 
Carl Bauer, and myself. He admitted to 
me that it had been years since he had 
made this particular climb — sound famil - 
iar??? 

Most of the group made a wrong turn 
and as we reached the rim we could see 
them sunning themselves near Little Black 
Mountain whereas they should have been 
with us on the rim of Deer Creek. It 
didn't take them long to get to us; they 
had had their lunch so waited for us to 
have ours. The scenery was a mixture of 
more scrub-oak lined mountain area and 
snow! A German girl was quick to point 
out that the scenery wasn't much as she 
remembered around Sharon, Vt. Sitting 
and eating on the rim was very enjoyable 
because the wind ceased for a while — 
actually received my first wind-sunburn 
(today it smarts - last night it burned!). 
About 15 in the group — they seemed con- 
cerned for my welfare as I was new to the 
group. The altitude again mastered me on 
the climb — the actual rim was a little 
over 6,000 feet (two thousand more than 
where I live in SLC) . 

Five yearling deer carcasses were 
spotted as we stomped along in the stream 
that finally gave out at the rim. My in- 
quiry as to the reason for the carcasses 
brought the reply "the winter was fiercer 
than usual" (the worst in 30 years the 
papers proclaimed) "making forage for the 
deer, mature or young, impossible to find 
because of the deep snow." If you could 
see the area we hiked in, you'd agree and 
still wonder just how the deer manage to 
feed during the summer months. 

Tufts of grass helped us climb the 
mountain; no leaves on the scrub oak yet; 
spring beauties very, very small, mostly 
pink; mustard varieties just visible and 
some type of lily that resembles Vermont' i 
trout lily. Most of the hikers were only 
interested in climbing up and getting dowi, 
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not interested in nature. We trekked 
through a small patch of snow toward the 
jeep road that we were to use going down 
the mountain (you never saw a jeep road 
like it) and the leader and a couple 
ahead of me disappeared from view (pro- 
bably when I took a tumble down the gra- 
veled, lop-sided road) so I continued by 
myself toward the sidewalk I could see as 
1 went sliding down the road. Managed to 
reach my car ahead of everyone although 
the paths they took were supposed to have 
been shorter. The whole trip was a little 
over six miles. Returned home, after 
giving the leader a ride home, about 
2:30 P.M., somewhat smarting from the sun- 
burn and the scratches from the thickets 
(through my long-sleeved flannel shirt!) 
but mighty happy I had made the effort. 
Before the next hike, however, I'm going 
to question the leaders as to the altit- 
ude jumps and terrain. 


SOUTH AFRICAN TRAILS 


by Roma Pulling 

From a pen pal in South Africa, I re- 
ceived several booklets and mimeographed 
sheets describing hiking trails in that 
country's national parks. The booklets 
are well-illustrated and all language is 
English and Afrikaans, the country's two 
official tongues. 

Trails bear such interesting names as 
"Springbok, Otter, Klipspringer*, Rhebok*, 
Mountain Zebra, Wolhuter, and Nyalaland. 
(*According to INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA, species of small antelope.) 
Day hikers are shown on grasslands ob- 


serving elephants, white rhinos and a 
hippo but on these trips are accompanied 
by a guide with a rifle. Trails for back- 
packing seem to be in hilly terrain or 
along the seashore. 

Overnight accommodations are called 
"huts" and in one picture resemble a 
Long Trail camp like Bromley. Another 
group is pictured cooking a meal outside 
an open shelter with a thatched roof. 

Distances of some typical hikes run 
up to 17 km (10.2 mi.) a day and seem 
quite structured, with the route, over- 
night stops, and number of hikers speci- 
fied. Fees are charged. Hikers are 
warned to boil water and are cautioned 
that a trail is exhausting at one point 
"because of its undulating character." 

Sound like a lot of fun? Excursion 
Committee of the GMC, take note! 


SMOKE AND BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Assistant Editor and Typist: Jake 

Sherman 

Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pulling, 

Churchill Scott 
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GMC 




fBadger, Robert & Carolyn 
Barber, David & Audrey 
Bequaert, Frank 
laskowich, Mrs. Wm. J. 
ryant, Harriot 

^adell, Ralph 
Cahee, Hedrick 

B arey, Robert 
atozzi, Raymond 


KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
MAY, 1982 

43 Gloria Avenue 
Box 1097 

44 Bertwell Road 
Box 367 

Box 131 

R.D.J72 

179 Union Street 

Apt. #9, 7 Milford House Rd. 

103 Bellevue Avenue 


Rutland, VT 05701 
Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Dearborn, MI 48121 
Dorset, VT 05251 

Poultney, VT 05764 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Milford, N.H. 03055 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 


Chapman, Carol 
Charland, Rachael 
Ciccarelli, Joseph 
Con Ion, George 
Crowther, John 
Culvert, Harry 
Daly, John 

Dicton, Joseph, Sr. & Jr. 
Frink, Helen 
Griffin, James 

Hoaglund, Judith 
Hughes, Mr. & Mrs. John 
(Emma) 

Krebs, Mark 

Kirk, Dorothy (Mrs. Geo. L. 

Laird, Olga 
Lep inski, John 

Maier, Elsie 
Martin, Mr. & Mrs. John 
(Janet) 

McCarthy, William 
McDonald, Missy 

Nadler, Krissy, Jr. 

Newton, Doris 
Nuffort, John 
Nyiri, Anna 
Ogden, Herbert G., Jr. 

Parker, Shirley 
Parsons, Carl 
Peet, Harry 
Perkins, Craigue 
Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. Robt. 

(Thelma) 

Pulling, Mr. & Mrs. Alfred 
(Roma) 

Pulling, Steve 

Reynolds, George 
Rogers, Harold 
Roulier, Bettina 
Russell, Ellen 

Schmidt, Mr. & Mrs. Carl 
(Nancy) 

Scott, W. Churchill 
Sherman, Jake 
Simmonds, William 
Smyser, Sue 
Stiles, Irene 

Thomas , Sue 
Weston, Wilbur 
Wilson, Carleton 
Vergi, Use 
Young, Virginia 


MEMBERSHIP ROSTER (continued) 


39 East Street 

Apt. 307, 120 South- 200 West 

73 Fairgrounds Road 

Sunset Acres 

249 Lincoln Avenue 

Plains Road 

22 Engrem Avenue 

Sugarwood Hill Road 

10 Elm Street 
81 Lincoln Avenue 

21 Kendall Avenue 
18 Ronaldo Court 

c/o Woodstock Stage 
) 8 East Washington Street 

Ch as anna Drive 
63 Pleasant Street 

280 Fort Washington Avenue 

7 Curtis Avenue 

Box 26 

10 Easterly Avenue 

1 Pleasant Heights 
26 Boutwell Road 
453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 
R.D . #6, Liberty Hill 

Post Office Box 
Beverly Manor Nursing Home 
113.1/2 Barre Street 
c/o Woodstock Stage 
4812 Lebanon Road 

R.D. Woodstock Avenue 

R.D. Post Road 

8 Hillcrest Road 
223 Adams Street 

11 West Street 
33 Thayer Street 

1651 Clayboum Circle 

132 Maple Street 
48 Morse Place 
18 Terrace Hill 

12 Pine Street 

R.D. #2, Woodstock Avenue 

35 Burnham Avenue, Apt. B 
104 Ashley Rd. , Fairview Acres 

9 Harvard Street 

78 East Washington Street 
Chasanna Drive 


Rutland, VT 05701 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Randolph, VT 05060 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 

New York, NY 10032 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Florence, VT 05744 
Rutland, VT 05701 

West Rutland, VT 05777 
Andover, MA 01810 
Wyckoff, NJ 074*1 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Laconia, N.H. 03246 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Charlotte, NC 28212 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Springfield, VT 05156 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Fair Haven, VT 05743 
Providence, RI 02906 

Cincinnati, OH 45240 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Apex, N.C. 27502 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer 1982 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and hour 
listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike leader; 
Raymond Catozzi, President, 103 Bellevue Ave., 773-3006; Roma Pulling, Vice-President, 
RFD 2, Woodstock Ave., 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple St., 
775-5720. 


DATE HOUR 


July 6 5:30 P.M. 

(Tues .) 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


DEER LEAP, Sherburne. Bring your supper and meet at 
Sherburne Pass . Watch the sun set. Very steep, 

3 mi. Rob Badger, 773-3777 


July 10 7:00 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


July 17 1:00 P.M. 

(Sat.) 


BIRDING WALK jointly with Rutland County Audubon So- 
ciety. Meet at West Rutland Grand Union . Variable 
mileage, easy. Bring binoculars. 

Roy Pilcher, 459-2851 

Raspberry picking at FOX LOT, swimming at Clarendon 
Gorge. Bring your supper. 1 mi., moderate. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 


July 21 
(Weds . ) 

6:00 

P.M. 

PINE HILL PARK. Bring your supper and eat on the site 
of former hermit's cabin. Easy, 3 mi. 

Churchill Scott, 775-5720 

Aug. 1 
(Sun.) 

9:30 

A.M. 

STOVE PIPE CITY. Abandoned lumber camp in Mendon. 
Moderately difficult, 6 mi. 

Sue Smyser, 773-3269 

Aug. 6-8 
(Fri.-Sun.) 

6:00 

P.M. 

* 

• 

WHITE MOUNTAINS, N.H. Franconia Ridge Trail. Diffi- 
cult, 9 1/2 mi. Additional mileage optional. 

Mark Krebs, 773-4116 

Aug . 15 
(Sun. ) 

Aug. 21-29 

9:30 

A.M. 

ORIENTEERING, Tamarack Notch. Bring map of the area 
and compass, if possible. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

GMC INTERSECTIONAL, Camp Thorpe, Goshen. Join us for 
day or a week. See LT NEWS for details. 

Rob Carey, 773-7076 

Sept. 10-12 
(Fri.-Sun.) 

4:00 

P.M. 

END-TO-END, Arlington-West Wardsboro Road to Rte. 9. 
Bring tent. Difficult, 19.1 mi. 

Rob Carey, 773-7076 


Sept. 18 9:00 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


Sept. 24-6 
(Fri.-Sun.) 


KILLINGTON PEAK to visit Churchill in the fire tower. 
Ascend the east side, 9 mi. Moderate to difficult. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

GMC AUTUMN OUTING, hosted by the Killington Section 
this year I ! Details in LT NEWS, or call or offer your 
services. Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS CON- 
SIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND REPRESENT ROUND 
TRIPs. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR HIKE LEADER. 










K ILnNG'POiT' SECTION," GMOI 
132 MAPLE STREET 

d ' ,t LAND, VERMONT 05701 




Mr. & Mrs. Robert Perkins 
4812 Lebanon Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
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McGINN BROOK FLUME 
jby Ray Catozzi 
[May 23, 1982 

It was a cloudy, cool, and rain- 
threatening day when 20 hikers showed up 
at Main Street Park. Soon after we 
parked our cars at the trail head for the 
Griffith Lake Trail, and walked back down 
the road apiece to enter the woods on a 
short stretch of logging road, it started 
to rain. (What else! with this ill- 
weather-fated leader in charge!). But 
hikers don't readily give up when it 
rains; they just keep plodding along to- 
wards their goal, hoping it will make up 
for the discomfort. 

Our goal, this day in late spring, 
was a 100-foot high cascade on McGinn 
Brook in Mt. Tabor, as pretty a cascade 
as you will find anywhere in Vermont. 

It's a small brook, one most hikers can 
easily step or jump over in the summer- 
time, but in the spring run-off, going 
over this high rocky ledge, it is quite 
a sight! A few scaled the ledge to view 
the cascade from the top while the rest 
tried to find shelter from the light rain 
while eating lunch. Some left for the 
return trip without bothering to eat. 

The hike into the cascade was short, 
as hikes usually go, probably about three 
quarters of a mile with very little climb- 
ing, so the hike was listed as EASY. How- 
ever, a few found the footing difficult, 
as we had no established trail to follow 
over the leaf-covered, rock strewn ground. 
To these few, I apologize for the EASY 
labeling, with a promise to be more accur- 
ate on future hike descriptions (I shall 
not guarantee the weather, however). 



CHATEAUGUAY 

by Sue Smyser 
June 5, 1982 

Even with the cool, damp, wet weather, 
seven people showed up for the hike. We 
wound our way through the back roads of 
Chateauguay until we reached the Appalach- 
ian Trail. It was a short hike up the 
trail to a small man-made pond. Since 
last year beavers had taken over the pond. 
The water level was up about a foot and a 
half. This made the walk around the pond 
very soggy. We didn't see any beaver, 
and because of the cold nobody swam around 
hunting for them. 

We hiked up the mountain where on a 
clear day there are good views of Pico, 
Killington and Chateauguay. We only saw 
the inside of a cloud. 

Back down from the mountain, we ate 
lunch at a lean-to shelter near the pond. 
We returned to Rutland slightly damp. 

ROUTE 9 (WOODFORD) TO WILLI AMSTOWN, MASS. 

by Al Pulling 
June 11-13, 1982 

Our party consisting of Roma Pulling, 
Sue Smyser, Steve Pulling, Ray Catozzi 
and myself left Rutland Friday about 
4:00 P.M. Rob Carey met us at Woodford. 

We spotted two cars in Williamstown and 
started down the trail from Rte. 9 about 
6 : 20 . 

When we arrived at Harmon Hill, we 
decided it was too late to make it to 
the primitive camping area mentioned in 
the guide book as planned; so we set up 
camp on Harmon Hill. There was a very 
good view of Bennington, and we watched 
the stars and the lights in Bennington 
until about 9:30 P.M. The porcupines 
must have known we were going to be there. 
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They hung around our tents — at least 
this writer's tent — all night. Need- 
less to say, I got very little sleep. 

Anyway, next morning (Saturday) we 
were up and on our way at 7:30 a.m. With 
a nice, warm day and a good trail, we 
made it to Seth Warner Shelter at about 
2:45 p.m. We decided to stay there for 
the night. Some people were tired, had 
sore feet, and so forth. It was a nice 
shelter with a good water supply nearby. 

We had an early meal, then some of the 
group played cards. Steve had some pop- 
corn, and that was a good after-supper 
treat . 

Sunday morning we were up about 
seven and started our day — breakfast, 
repacking backpacks, and so forth. Ac- 
tually, we were on our way by 8:15. 

After a few "knobs" to go over, we arrived 
at the state line at 10 a.m. After a 
little break and some picture taking, 
we continued on to our destination, soon 
arriving at the Pine Cobble Trail and 
down, down, down to our cars. 

We all enjoyed the hike and are 
looking forward to the next end-to-end 
hike in September. 

BICYCLE TOUR — CLARENDON AREA 

by Rob & Carolyn Badger 
June 19, 1982 

If anyone remembers June, they will 
remember that it rained almost the en- 
tire month. But the leaders prearranged 
for the rain to hold off on June 19, and 
we had a delightful ride. Seven of us 
— Rob & Carolyn Badger, Randy & Cynthia 
Roberts, Patty Stanley, Paula Stanley, 
and Barb Linnehan — met at the parking 
lot of the College of St. Joseph the 
Provider. From there we peddled to West 
Rutland, down Route 133, then followed 
Walker Mountain Road to Clarendon Springs 
where we stopped for a respite and drink 
from the old spring house. 

Resuming our ride, we made the long 
gradual ascent over Walker Mountain, 
then the very steep descent to Creek 
Road. Here we made a unanimous decision 
to skip out to Clarendon Gorge at its in- 
tersection with Route 7B where we stopped 
for lunch. Not a good day for swimming 


so we had the gorge to ourselves. We 
didn't swim either. 

After lunch we peddled back through 
Clarendon to Creek Road and followed it 
back to our point of origin. 

MT, INDEPENDENCE 

by Roma Pulling 
June 26, 1982 

Rain was almost a sure thing the day 
of my hike. Ray wasn't there (!), but it 
had rained every other day that week; so 
why not? Even so, seven other people 
showed up; and one lady was even heard to 
remark that she liked walking in the rain, 
This has been her year! 

I was happy to see Bob West, editor 
of Rutland in Retrospect , who went as the 
sole male member of our group. All his- 
toric questions were relayed to him. 

In Mill Village we were detoured a- 
round the tragic double auto fatality, 
which had occurred just minutes before, 
but reached our destination without fur- 
ther incident. 

At the Mount we were met by Tony So- 
per, this season's guide, who seemed to 
be just arriving even though it was al- 
ready 11 o'clock. He passed out brochure^, 
and then we were on our own. Of the 
three trails, I chose to start with the 
orange-blazed one (2 1/2 miles) as the 
most interesting with a large marker at 
the site of Horseshoe Battery, possibly 
erected (the battery, not the marker) by 
Kosciuszko, the famous Polish patriot, 
and with a tall obelisk near the Lake 
Champlain shore erected by the D.A.R. 

There is a lovely view across the lake to 
Fort Ticonderoga from the battery. We 
ate our lunch, in the rain, on a rock out- 
cropping at the foot of the obelisk. 

When we returned to our starting 
point, some people had had enough walking 
without attempting the Red and White 
trails (see Day Hiker's Guide to Vermont ) 
so we stopped for a brief look at the 
S.A.R. marker erected in 1976 near the 
entrance and returned home. 

As luck would have it, on the way 
home the sun came out ! 
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DEER LEAP 

by Rob & Carolyn Badger 
July 6, 1982 

July 6 was hot. Very hot in Rut- 
land. Hot and humid. A good excuse to 
climb a mountain in search of cool air. 
This evening hike was led by Pinon 
Badger with fourteen homo sapiens trail- 
ing behind: Rob & Carolyn Badger, Roma 
Pulling, Ray Catozzi, Dave Hadley, John 
Blittersdorf , Olga Laird, Jim Griffin, 

Sue Thomas, Mike & Martha & Bernard Don- 
ahue, Mary Jane O' Horn and John Gilles- 
pie (all the way from Ontario just for 
this hike!). We were delighted to meet 
the elusive John Blittersdorf, attending 
his first hike after three years as a 
GMC member. 

We hiked north from Sherburne Pass 
along the Long Trail for 1.3 miles to 
where the Deer Leap Trail branches off 
to the southwest. This trail ascends to 
pass near the summit of Big Deer Leap, 
then down into a small valley, then over 
Little Deer Leap summit before descending 
to the ledges overlooking Sherburne Pass. 
Here we had dinner and watched the set- 
ting sun, a great glowing red sphere 
through the hazy atmosphere, augmented by 
volcanic dust from Mexico's El Chichon 
volcano . 

Contrary to the Rutland Herald's 
editorial of that morning, we did not en- 
counter any oil exploration drill rigs, 
nor did we find a seismic exploration 
station on top of Deer Leap. All we 
found was a good trail through beautiful 
hardwood forest, refreshingly cool air, 
and a brilliant sunset. 

As soon as the last sliver of our 
closest star disappeared behind the west- 
ern horizon, we headed down the steep 
'trail that descends below Deer Leap's 
rocky face to Sherburne Pass. Several of 
us stopped along the way to look at some 
small caves, but did not hesitate long 
as darkness was rapidly approaching. 

At the pass, we all paid a visit to 
Mark Krebs' new hostel for hikers and 
bicyclers. Great to have a hostel in 
Vermont, especially on our section of 
the trail. 


BIRDING WALK — WEST RUTLAND MARSH 

by Roy Pilcher 
July 10, 1982 

By the second week in July the ex- 
pectant days of spring have yielded to 
the lazy contentment of summer, the 
frenzied pace of bird breeding activity 
has slackened, and the territorial ring 
of bird song has given way to intermit- 
tent fledgling feeding calls. Neverthe- 
less, sixteen members of the Killington 
Section of the Green Mountain Club 
gathered at 7:00 a.m. to explore the 
West Rutland Marsh area for any signs of 
avian activity. 

Even before leaving the Grand Union 
parking lot a family of killdeer had been 
identified and an American robin and a 
starling were seen gathering food for 
their young while a pesky English sparrow 
hopped around taking advantage of what- 
ever edibles parking lots yield. 

A brief ramble down an old road pre- 
sented the opportunity of listening to 
several American goldfinch flying over- 
head and giving their courtship song. 

The bushes and trees nearby yielded a 
pair of concerned common yellow-throat, 
a Blue jay, a pair of song sparrows, a 
flicker, and a house wren, while a pair 
of Eastern phoebe were seen nesting in 
an old pump house. 

After viewing an abandoned black- 
billed cuckoo nest we were lucky enough 
to both see the bird and hear its pecul- 
iar call. We also viewed a yellow warb- 
ler nest and a northern oriole nest, 
seeing both male and female of the former 
specie. Other birds identified included 
the warbling vireo, gray catbird, red- 
winged blackbird, and several cedar wax- 
wings busily hawking insects over the 
marsh, a pair of nesting kingbirds, swamp 
sparrow, long-billed marsh wren, least 
flycatcher and two or three glimpses of 
a least bittern as it flapped from one 
feeding area in the reeds to the next . 

A Virginia rail responded to a recording 
of its call but not sufficiently close 
for us to see. A red-tailed hawk, how- 
ever, gave us an excellent object lesson 
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aerodynamics as it gracefully and garru- 
lously spun spirals in the thermal over- 
head. On another occasion a platoon of 
chimney swifts put on a fine display of 
formation flying, and while at the Route 
4 rest stop, a family of blue-winged 
warblers was identified along with a 
rufous-sided towhee and a field sparrow. 

A wood thrush, a veery, a black-and 
-white warbler, and a chestnut-sided 
warbler were heard only and not seen, 
while a waterthrush (northern) was seen 
and heard but only briefly. Several 
bam swallows were seen contentedly sit- 
ting on a sagging telephone line, remind- 
ing us that it would not be long before 
they would be gathering up their recent- 
ly fledged offspring and heading south 
for a rewarding respite. 


the merry tune of the rippling river, 
while basking in the late afternoon sun. 
It was a 90 degree plus day — a little 
warm for berry picking, but perfect for 
the supper-swim. 


Two footnotes to this outing: (1) Or 
our Pine Hill Supper Hike four days latei}, 
a number of hikers agreed to a second 
berry-picking expedition the following 
Sunday. But we did our picking around 
some old cellar holes just 200 yards from 
our parking spot. Everyone picked in ex- 
cess of a quart of berries each. (2) Your 
writer subsequently made six or seven 
trips back to the same berry patch and 
ended up with about 20 quarts in all, hal,f 
of which have been frozen to enjoy next 
winter. 


FOX LOT/ CLARENDON GORGE 

by Ray Catozzi 
July 17, 1982 

Two years ago on the 15th of July 
a Killington Section mystery hike ended 
up on Fox Lot in Shrewsbury. This open 
field, straddling a low ridge top near 
Clarendon Shelter and overlooking the 
Rutland Airport, is a delightful spot 
with views all the way from the south 
around to the west and north to Rutland 
City. Another delight that day was the 
discovery of large patches of raspberry 
bushes, with ripe red berries there for 
the taking. Thus was bom the idea of a 
berry-picking hike there this July. 

To allow more time for picking, I 
led the drivers to the extreme north end 
of the Lottery Road and parked in the 
yard of an abandoned tumbled-down farm- 
house, only about half a mile from Fox 
Lot. Most of the eight who came to pick 
(and eat) berries got about one quart 
apiece before we left for Clarendon Gorge 
for Part II of the day's activities. 

Back down to the Long Trail crossing 
on Route 103 the group, with the late 
addition of Rob Carey and Sue Smyser, 
making 10 in all, parked at the Wade pro- 
perty, hiked west along the top of the 
gorge's wall, then descended into the 
river bed. There we all had a refreshing 
swim in the Mill River and ate supper to 


PINE HILL 

by W. Churchill Scott 
July 21, 1982 


About 14 hikers began our third 
annual mid-week supper outing the destine - 
tion of which was decided at the 1981 
meeting. Leaving our cars at Evergreen 
Avenue, we proceeded on an easy road 
walk to Rocky Pond where Mr. & Mrs. Dona 
hue gave a very interesting history of 
the short-lived swimming area. Passing 
Muddy Pond we continued on a trail which 
led to the end of McKinley Lane where at 
one time Mr. and Mrs. Fostman frequently 
hosted Killington Section outings. 


There was a bit of confusion as we 
went toward McKinley Lane, but then the 
correct wood road was located and soon we 
arrived at our eating spot, a nice ledge 
with large pine trees, plenty of rocks tc 
sit on, and no bugs. 


A vote was taken that decided no f ii e 
and no coffee. Even before our lunch baj s 
were opened, John Hughes and Sue Smyser 
had found the remains of the hermit's 
home built in the 1930' s. 


A cistern with water pipe, much ce- 
ment work, and a fireplace were still 
standing after all these years. 

The group broke up at Muddy Pond. 

The drivers went for their cars to pick 
up the hikers at the country club so they 
could return by a different route. 
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P.S. - The writer learned that this 
hermit is still alive in California, study- 
ing at Hanover for the summer. His local 
friends said that if he visited Rutland 
he would contact me but as yet I have not 

heard a thing well, what can you 

expect from a hermit? 


STOVE PIPE CITY 

by Sue Smyser 
August 1, 1982 

During the early 1950's there was an 
extensive lumbering operation to the west 
of Killington. The logging camp was 
called Stove Pipe City because of the many 
stove pipes in the lumbermen's shacks. 

We talked with a landowner in that 
area who remembered when Stove Pipe City 
was in operation. He told us about Reggie 
Birmingham from Bridgewater and his Maine 
lumbermen who lived in tarpaper shacks 
in Stove Pipe City. Reggie and his men 
were rather rough characters. The land- 
owner's camp was burned down by drunken 
lumberjacks returning from a night off 
in Rutland. The logging operation lasted 
for three years and landowner waited un- 
til the lumbermen left before rebuilding 
his camp . 

On August 1, 1982, ten hikers from 
the section went looking for Stove Pipe 
City's remains. Starting at the Wheeler- 
ville Road at Brewer's Corners, we followed 
an old logging road, noticing several log 
loading areas along the way. We came 
upon a pile of "coal logs," logs that 
weren't good enough to use. The logs had 
a diameter of two to two and a half feet. 

If lumbering operations were going on to- 
day, they would have value. Right after 
the "coal logs" we found our first and 
only stove pipe. Also in the area were 
parts of a shack, truck parts, refrigera- 
tor parts, beer cans, pipe, chains, a mug 
and a peanut butter jar still containing 
moldy peanut butter. 

One half mile further we found the 
remains of a large building. This was 
probably the mess hall. Beside the mess 
hall was the dump. They must have sub- 
sisted on coffee, Dinty Moore stew, and 
beer. 


Further on, there were several one 
or two room shacks still standing. We 
even found linoleum and window screening 
in some of them. 

Of the ten who started, six intrepid 
explorers decided to try to find the log 
slide which can be seen from Killington 
and try to signal Churchill. After some 
bushwhacking through heavy spruce we found 
the slide and started up. Before we 
reached the top of the slide we saw the 
firetower. This is the most primitive 
view of Killington. The only man-made 
structures visible were the firetower 

and some radio antennas . We signalled 
with a mirror and an electric camera 
flash. Churchill signalled back with a 
mirror. Three continued to the top of 
the slide where we found sundew, an in- 
sectivorous plant. Coming back down we 
avoided the spruce, then returned the way 
we came. 

FRANCONIA RIDGE BACKPACKING TRIP 
CWHITE MTS.) 

by Mark Krebs 
August 6-8, 1982 

First of all we encountered fantastic 
weather during the whole trip, so eat your 
heart out Ray! We had a total of three 
people show up for the hike including Rob 
& Carolyn Badger and myself, small but 
full of energy! Leaving Rutland at 5:00 
P.M. we drove to Kinsman Notch, N.H. 
where the A.T. crosses Rte. 112, and hiked 
0.2 miles to Beaver Brook Shelter where 
we spent the night. 

In the morning we drove another 20 
minutes to Franconia Notch and again 
picked up the A.T. and headed up to Liber- 
ty Springs Campsite. After setting up 
camp we headed out to climb Mt. Liberty 
where we sat for a couple of hours eating, 
resting and soaking up the bountiful sun- 
shine. While looking at maps we then de- 
cided to hike over to the Flume, another 
1.2 miles away. On the summit we again 
just laid around taking in the view and 
talking to other hikers before heading 
back to camp. After supper we gathered 
on a huge rock with about 20 other hikers 
from the camp and exchanged various stories 
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as the sun set silently behind the Kins- 
man Range. Just beautiful! 

The next day we rose fairly early, 
ate breakfast, packed up, and walked along 
the Franconia Ridge to the summit of Mt. 
Haystack where we broke above timer line. 
The skies were clear with only a small 
layer of clouds over the summit of Mt. 
Lafayette, which cleared by the time we 
arrived there. Crossing the open ridge 
we walked on the trail which was bordered 
on both sides by a curb of rocks , similar 
to those in a groomed rock garden. The 
trail above timber line in the Whites is 
marked by stacks of rocks, usually about 
three to four feet high, called cairns. 
These cairns are spaced close enough to- 
gether so one could find his way over 
the ridges in dense fog and snow. There 
were also many varieties of alpine plants 
that only grow in altitudes above 4800 
feet. We ascended Mt . Lincoln (5089 ft.), 
then crossed a bit more ridge before the 
final ascent of Mt . Lafayette (5,281 ft.), 
the high point of the Franconia Ridge. 

A spectacular view surrounded us: the 
Kinsman Range to the west. Cannon Moun- 
tain with its 1000-foot vertical wall, 

Mt. Washington and the other Presidentials 
to the east, Mt. Moosilauke and hundreds 
of other peaks in the wilderness of the 
White Mountains. 

From the summit of Lafayette we de- 
scended to the A.M.C. Greenleaf Hut where 
we managed to consume a few leftover 
pancakes and sip on hot coffee. 

From the hut we followed the Old 
Bridle Path down to Agony Ridge (a very 
steep ride indeed!), then continued down 
the trail back to Franconia Notch where 
we had Rob's car spotted at the state 
park. The view from the Notch looking at 
Cannon Cliff was awesome! Cannon Cliff 
is climbed by hundreds of expert rock 
climbers from all over the U.S. and is 
considered to be one of the toughest 
climbs in the East. High on one side of 
the cliff is a rock projection that re- 
sembles an old man's head, which gave 
the rock its name "Old Man of the Moun- 
tain," New Hampshire's well-known symbol. 
New Hampshire, don't take it for 
Granite! 


ORIENTEERING 
by Steve Pulling 
August 15, 1982 

"I don't see that on my map!" 

"How do you read my compass?" 

"What arrow on this compass did you 
say I should follow?" 

"I can't follow that bearing, there 
is a tree in the way!" 

Now, how would you like to be lost 
in the woods with thirteen people asking 
you questions and making statements like 
the above. Actually it wasn't all that 
bad, and if you were going orienteering 
with a group of first-timers, August 15ti 
was the perfect day weatherwise to do so. 

The Killington Section fielded a 
great bunch of interested outdoorsmen to 
try their hand at orienteering. This 
event took place at Tamarack Notch which 
ended up being a perfect place for such 
an activity. The morning was spent get- 
ting familiar with topographical map sym- 
bols and compass needles, etc. 

Directly after lunch we started out 
bushwhacking with compass in hand. We 
never did arrive at our destination whici 
was Bald Mountain outlook, although every- 
one was on the right track when John and 
Emma Hughes found a summit labeled Bald 
Mountain. However, after some discussion 
we decided it wasn't actually the summit 
we wanted. 

At this point everyone was kind of 
tired so we called it a day. 

"Miller Time!" 

MERCK FOREST 
by Carol Chapman 
March 27-28, 1982 

Icy arctic winds, white birches 
against a deep blue sky, the comforting 
warmth of the wood stove, the slap, slap 
of cards being discarded, a bright starry 
sky, and the laughter of friends are sone 
memories of this year's weekend at Merck 
Forest . 

Bitter March winds swirling and 
drifting the snow made it seem that this 
must be the originally scheduled Winter 
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Weekend (postponed because the shelter 
wasn't available in February). 

After leaving the parking area we 
hiked or skied the 1 1/2 miles uphill to 
Spruce Shelter where we found that some- 
one had kindly built a fire in the wood 
stove. Four came just for the day: Jim 

Griffin, Olga Laird, and Jack and Greg 
Crowther who left soon after lunch. 

Five others came prepared to spend the 
night: Roma Pulling, Ray Catozzi, Rob 
Carey, Sue Smyser, and I. 

That afternoon we made several trips 
out for firewood and hiked a short dis- 
tance up a road beyond the Lodge until 
snow, which broke through to our knees 
at every other step, forced us to turn 
back. With the wind chill factor un- 
doubtedly around 0° we decided to re- 
treat indoors where we spent some pleas- 
ant hours playing Crazy 8, Casino, and 
Canasta while snacking on shared goodies. 

Before bedtime Ray did such a good 
job of stoking the fire that when Rob 
got up to refuel it at 1 a.m. it was 
roaring and there was no room for more 
wood. By morning there were still hot 
coals, but the cabin had cooled off 
enough so that Ray's milk had frozen and 
there were little paths of snow that had 
blown through the few cracks that weren't 
stuffed with newspaper. 

On Sunday morning Rob, Sue and Roma 
set out in 11° temperature to climb Mt. 

An tone. It was a fine, sunny, clear day 
which allowed for excellent viewing of 
the Taconic and Adirondack ranges . Ray 
and I stayed at the cabin where we re- 
laxed in the warmth of the stove and 
were entertained by the chickadees feeding 
on a stump outside the cabin windown. 
Besides a group of friendly black caps 
there was one boreal chickadee (brown 
head, reddish breast) , rare in the area. 
When the hikers returned at 11:30, we 
had lunch and headed back down the hill. 

Though a novice at backpacking and 
winter camping, I found this to be a 
most enjoyable outing and recommend that 
you sign up early if you'd like to share 
in the fun of next year's Winter Weekend 
at Merck Forest. 

(Ed. Note: My apologies to those of you 

who looked for this report in the June 


issue. After a reminder from Roma, I 
found it buried deep in my Smoke and 
Blazes drawer where I put it last March.) 


1982 GMC INTERSECTIONAL 

by Carol Chapman 
August 21-29, 1982 

Thirteen Killington Section members 
attended a day or more of this year's 
Intersectional, very conveniently located 
at Camp Thorpe in Goshen. The excellent 
facilities at the camp — cabins, a field 
for tenting, a dining hall, available 
kitchen, showers and a swimming pool — 
and its mountain location made it an ideal 
site for this event. 

KS members participated in hikes to 
Silver Lake, Middlebury Gap to Brandon 
Gap, Chittenden Brook Campground to Bran- 
don Gap, Sucker Brook to Brandon Gap, and 
exploring the caves in Bristol and Wey- 
bridge. 

The latter hike was an adventure for 
those of us unfamiliar with spelunking. 

At the Bristol Flat Rooms Cave In order 
to enter a deeper cave with a high dome 
it was necessary to squeeze through a 
20 foot long tunnel on your belly. 

Spooky! No bats were disturbed, but a 
couple of mice scurried to find safety 
from the giant invaders. 

One highlight of the week was the 
annual auction with entertaining auction- 
eer French Garfield. Hotly contested 
items were homemade jams and jellies and 
Pat Howard's dried flower arrangements. 

Other popular events of the week 
were the square dance and the excellent 
dinner of ham, corn on the cob, salad and 
watermelon prepared by the Meade brothers. 

Our thanks to Rob Carey and all the 
others whose efforts made possible this 
grand finale to summer vacation. 

SMOKE AND BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Assistant Editor and Typist: Jake 
Sherman 

Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pulling, 
Churchill Scott 



NEW MEMBERS TO SEPT. 7, 1982 

Howard, John 10598 Jason Court 
Columbia, MD 21044 

Johnson, David 3922 Elmwood Ave. 
Erie, PA 16509 

Kraus, Joseph Robinwood Estates 

Killington, VT 05751 
Perkins, Vera 242 S. Main St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Valiquette, Thelma 95 Killington Av. 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Valiquette, Ann, John, Mary, Thomas 
Town Line Road, RD//2 Rutland, VT 
05701 

Unsworth, Karen 100 S. Main St. 
Rutland, VT 05701 

THE KIRK FUND (9/13/82) 

On July 22, 1982, two $1,000 C.D.s 
at 10.40% matured and the money was rein- 
vested at 14.00% for 30 months. 

Donations of $105.50 have been re- 


ceived this year. 

$5,000 Fund //I totals $5,428.07 

$1,000 Fund #2 totals $1,805.41 

Passbook Account $ 87.57 

Total $7,321.05 


SECTION MEMBERS ARE HIKE LEADERS 

The Killington Section is recog- 
nized — justifiably so — as the authority 
on hiking and the Long Trail in this 
area. We have received two requests re- 
cently to recommend Long Trail hikes for 
groups of non-hikers and to act as guide. 

On July 12 A1 and Roma Pulling led 
a group of 23 Italian students who were 
visiting and studying in the area plus 
their hostesses and adviser to Deer Leap 
via the circle route. Amid the babble of 
Italian, one fellow was heard to say in 
English that he was enjoying it very 
much; and a subsequent thank you note 
from the adviser said it was spectacular, 
a "worth suffering for" experience. 

On August 9 Carolyn Badger led a 
group of about 16 Girl Scouts and their 
two leaders, all inexperienced hikers, up 


Killington Peak via the Bucklin Trail. 
Their leaders' instructions to wear sun 
hats and not too short shorts were not 
applicable on this rainy day; however, 
one girl dutifully showed up with sun- 
hat. At Cooper Lodge the group lunched 
and listened to trail pointers given by 
a man passing through on the Appalachian 
Trail. Pinon, the Badgers' dog, found i: 
a worthwhile hike as he flushed at least 
a dozen partridge during the day. The 
girls descended by way of the Long Trail, 
a rather long hike for first time hikers, 
but they arrived back at the cars tired 
but undaunted. 


MR. PRESIDENT????? 

Has a KS member ever entered public 
service? We have had a pol or two who 
have joined the club, but now Rob Badger 
(KS board member and hike leader) is a 
candidate for public office for the 
first time. Rob will be unopposed on the 
September 14 Republican primary ballot 
for the Vermont House of Representatives 
from Rutland Town and will oppose the 
Democratic candidate in the November 
general election. 

Good luck, Rob! We need a person 
with your concern for the environment in 
Montpelier. 





KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Fall 1982 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and hour 
listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike leader 
or: Raymond Catozzi, President, 103 Bellevue Ave., 773-3006; Roma Pulling, Vice-Pres- 

ident, RFD //2, Woodstock Ave., 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., 132 Maple 
Street, 775-5720 

DATE HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Oct . 2 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 


FALL FOLIAGE HIKE up Mt . Moosalamoo, Salisbury, 
moderate, 7 mi. Rob Carey, 773-7076 

Oct . 9 
(Sat . ) 

9:00 A.M. 


CANOE TRIP, destination to be announced. Some rentals 
available. Reservations required. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

Oct. 16 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 


WORK PARTY, clearing trail - Tamarack Shelter to 
Gov. Clement Shelter. Mark Krebs, 773-4116 

Oct. 23 
(Sat.) 

10:00 A.M. 


MYSTERY HIKE, an easy 2-3 mi. 

Churchill Scott, 775-5720 

Oct. 31 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 A.M. 


HALLOWEEN HIKE in the Devil's Den (shudder) area 
of Mt. Tabor. Bushwhacking over steep terrain, 
difficult. We dare you!! 

Rob Badger, 773-3777 

Nov. 7 
(Sun. ) 

1:00 P.M. 


ANNUAL VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE up East Mt. , Mendon. 
Easy to moderate, about 3 mi. 

Joe Vallquette, 773-8745 

Nov. 20 
(Sat.) 

5:00 P.M. 


COVERED DISH SUPPER at Tamarack Notch camp. Members 
and invited guests only. Bring hot dish, salad or 
dessert and your own place setting. Program follows. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Dec. 5 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 A.M. 


FIFIELD POND in Wallingford, 4 mi., easy. Ski or 
snowshoe if conditions permit. 

John & Emma Hughes, 775-4078 

Dec. 11-12 
(Sat .-Sun. ) 

7:00 A.M. 


MT. MANSFIELD on snowshoes. Follow Long Trail from 
Rte. 108, overnight at Taft Lodge. 7 mi., difficult. 

Mark Krebs, 773-4116 

Dec. 19 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 A.M. 


ICE SKATING PARTY. A repeat of last year's popular 
outing in Freedley Quarry, Dorset. Ski or snowshoe 
1 mile to quarry, bring skates and lantern. 

Rob Badger, 773-3777 

Dec. 30 
(Thurs .) 

6:00 P.M. 


MOONLIGHT HIKE, Minerva Hinchey Shelter, Cuttingsville 
Members and invited guests only. 1 mi., hike, ski, 
or snowshoe under the full moon. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND REPRESENT 
ROUND TRIPS. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR HIKE LEADER. 
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ARLINGTON-WEST WARDSBORO ROAD TO 
ROUTE 9 BACKPACK 

by Rob Carey 
September 10-12, 1982 

Six Section backpackers. Sue Smyser, 
Roma, Al, and Steve Pulling, Ray Catozzi, 
and I made this trip. We spotted cars 
Friday night and hiked into Story Spring 
Shelter. The faster hikers made it just 
before dark, planning to pick tent sites, 
expecting the shelter to be full. We 
were surprised to have it all to our- 
selves, saving us from setting up tents 
in the dark! 

Thanks to Roma's wake-up call we got 
off to an early start. We had nice hi- 
king, with mostly moderate uphills. We 
reached Glastonbury Tower about 3:00 p.m. 
and enjoyed the view for an hour before 
heading to Glastonbury Shelter. Here 
some stayed in the shelter, while others 
tented. 

Sunday's hiking had several good 
views , including one at a powerline 
crossing, and a lunch stop at a stream. 
We also descended the extensive footway 
improvements put in when this section of 
trail was relocated. 


KILLINGTON PEAK BY WAY OF THE CARRIAGE 
ROAD 

by Ray Catozzi 
September 18, 1982 

This mountain climb was originally 
scheduled to follow the Juggernaut Trail 
up the eastern flank of Killington, start- 
ing in West Bridgewater. On a winter 
outing up the Juggernaut a winter or two 
ago, we only got as far as the new Bear 
Mountain Ski Area and ran out of hiking 
trail by merging with a new ski trail. 

This fall our intent was to see if more 
or all of the Juggernaut was obliterated 
by a still newer ski area put in by the 


Sherburne Corporation. 

John and Emma Hughes came up with an 
that sounded better and so we abandoned 
the Juggernaut (in more ways than one — 
it's now officially abandoned by the GMC) . 
The Hughes have done a tremendous amount 
of hiking all over Vermont on their own 
time, and on two separate trips they pin- 
pointed the old carriage road going to 
Killington from Wheelervi lie , a road that 
serviced the mountain hotel on Killington 
before World War I. 

S o we switched routes from the east 
to the west. After going out of Brewers 
Corners to the south on a well-traveled 
camp road, we swung around to the east, 
following a brook and going past a camp 
or two. 

Soon we left the brook and started 
climbing up on to the ridge. The road 
got rougher and fainter in places, and 
we lost our way a couple of times, but 
John scouted on ahead and found it again. 
Further up on the ridge, the trail swung 
around over onto the north slope, and for 
a stretch of probably a mile or more the 
road was in almost perfect condition, 
covered with evergreen needles and grass. 
A delight to walk on. 

The last mile or so before the road 
joined the Bucklin Trail was washed badly 
and many, many fallen trees blocked the 
route, causing us to detour constantly 
around or over or under them. 

At Cooper Lodge we met Bob and Caro- 
lyn Badger who started later, came up 
the Bucklin Trail and arrived ahead of 
us. As a matter of fact, they had al- 
ready been to the top, visited with 
Churchill in the fire tower, and had 
come back down to Cooper. Some ate lunch 
at Cooper; some waited until they were 
at the top. 

After a very pleasant, but crowded 
visit with our secretary-treasurer in his 
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summer hut atop Killington Peak, we moved 
back down to Cooper where a decision was 
made to return by the Bucklin Trail, 
which ends (or starts) right where our 
cars were parked. By contrast the 
Badgers went down the Carriage Road. 

The lunch and visit in Churchill's 
cabin turned into a birthday party as Sue 
Smyser pulled a cake and candles out of 
her pack. It just happened to be your 
leader's 39th birthday that day. But we 
also saluted two other Virgos whose birth- 
days had just recently passed — Rob & 

Sue — and two to come in the next few 
days — Olga Laird and Churchill. We all 
thank you, Sue, for the pleasant surprise. 


WEDDING SHOWER FOR ROB CAREY AND SUE 
SMYSER 

by Carolyn Badger 
September 19, 1982 

On the lovely fall day of Sept. 19th, 
we gathered to celebrate the up-and- 
coming wedding of Rob Carey and Sue 
Smyser. 

Sue arrived expecting to help staple 
together the Smoke and Blazes , and was 
surprised to find herself instead at a 
shower in her honor. Rob, on the other 
hand, knew of our plans for a shower for 
Sue but was not expecting to be included 
in the festivities. Surprise to you 
both 1 

The buffet was a delicious affair 
and we ate with relish as hikers will. 

We certainly thank Use Vergi for hosting 
the event at her home. It was a delight- 
ful afternoon shared with good company — 
truly a celebration. 

Following is the recipe for the car- 
rot cake served at this shower. Recipe 
is originally from the Hardy House Res- 
taurant in Reno, Nevada. 

Sift together: 2 cups sugar 

3 cups flour 
1 tbsp cinnamon 
1 tbsp baking soda 
1 tsp nutmeg 
1 tsp salt 

Add C mix well: 1 cup oil 

1 1/3 cup crushed 
pineapple 

1/3 cup chopped walnuts 


1 large grated carrot 
6 beaten eggs 

B dee at 300-350° for about 1 hour 

Frosting: Let soften to room temp., 

then beat together 1 stick of but- 
ter and 6 oz. cream cheese. Add 
1 tsp. vanilla and 1 tsp. lemon 
juice. Add powdered sugar a little 
at a time to taste, being careful 
that it does not get too sweet and 
lose the cream cheese flavor. 


AUTUMN OUTING — OTTER CREEK CAMPGROUND 

by Ann Reynolds 
September 24-26, 1982 

For the less than 20 people who 
turned out for the annual fall outing at 
the Otter Creek Campground near Danby 
on Sept. 24-26, the weekend was a total 
success. For all of you who stayed home 
eat your hearts out ! 


The weather was absolutely superb, 
despite Ray Catozzi’s dire warnings that 
any event he was connected with was boun< 
to be accompanied by rain. Thanks go to 
Ray for stepping in at the last minute 
to coordinate the event, when the origin- 
al coordinator had to bow out. 

Not only did he make sure everyone 
got the accommodations they wanted, etc. 
he led a hike Saturday up Dorset Peak, 
for the four people who were feeling es- 
pecially ambitious. For the rest of us, 
a much easier, but no less satisfying, 
hike to Little Rocky Pond was led by 
George Reynolds. We especially enjoyed 
meeting the caretakers, who had only re- 
cently arrived after hiking on the AT al 
the way from Georgia. They seemed might) 
glad to take time out from their journey 
to enjoy autumn in Vermont. 


When the hikes were over Saturday 
afternoon, one polar bear in the party 
insisted on going in the campground's 
new in-ground swimming pool, with its 
lovely view of mountains to the west. 
Everyone else sat around the pool soakin 
up the sun, while the swimmer shivered! 
That night Sanborn "Sandy" Partridge 
came down from Proctor with his slides o 


Siting on the Colorado River, accompani 
by fresh cider and lots of homemade 
cookies provided by Killington Section 
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members . 

Sunday morning found two of the fair- 
er sex out paddling a canoe on the Otter 
Creek while the mist still hung over the 
water. Later on, six of us rode in the 
Pooles' van to a road south of Danby, 
parking the vehicles at the entrance to 
the trail leading to Baker Peak. Ray 
again was our guide, directing us to an 
unmarked lookout which afforded a spec- 
tacular view in nearly every direction. 
(We did not climb Baker Peak.) 

None of those still around by early 
afternoon wanted to leave, knowing that 
another weekend such as this was not 
likely until next summer, if then. 


M OUNT MOOSALAMOO 
by Rob Carey 
October 2, 1982 

Driving to this hike pointed out the 
importance of staying with the leader, 
even before the hiking starts. One car 
took a different route to the start of 
the hike, without telling the leader. 

This resulted in the leader driving to 
Mt. Moosalamoo Campground to look for the 
other car. Finally both cars were at the 
parking lot for Silver Lake and Mt. Moos- 
alamoo, across from Branbury Beach. We 
all got together near the Falls of Lana. 
Then we were ready for the real climbing. 

At the first, and for some only, 
lunch stop at Rattlesnake Ledges, we 
realized that fall had arrived. It was 
cool, bordering on cold! There were good 
views from there, especially to the south, 
including Silver Lake. We continued on 
toward the summit, and found a good view 
to the east just before the top. By that 
time the sun had come out , warming us up 
and improving the view. 




On our way back, we detoured to Silver 
Lake. Here we met several others, hikers 
and fishermen, but not swimmers. For the 
return to the cars we took the short, steep 
route by following the pipeline, and all 
eight returned safely. 


KILLINCTON SECTION' S MARVELOUS ALL-GIRL 
CA NOE EXCURSION 

by Roma Pulling 
October 9, 1982 

Robert Burns said "the best-laid 
schemes ... .gang aft a-gley," and ours 
started going that-away two days earlier 
when our leader, Steve Pulling, came home 
with all the symptoms in an Alka-Seltzer 
commercial: fever, chills and that ache- 

all-over feeling. He took two Extra- 
Strength Tylenol, or something, and went 
to bed but two days later was still in no 
condition to go canoeing in the rain. 

And it did rain, but not soon enough. 

A pre-investigation showed that the water 
in Tinmouth Channel, our hoped-for destin- 
ation, was too low to chance launching our 
canoes there. We headed for Chittenden 
Reservoir instead, and Jean and Charlie 
Davies , who are good enough to let us use 
their canoes, met us there. 

This was the first outing 1 remember 
were all the participants were women. The 
one fellow who registered failed to show 
up, but all seven of the girls put in an 
appearance: Sue Tumlin, Johnna Jackson, 

Kim Faulkner, Carol Chapman, Peppin and 
Use Vergi and myself. Our plan was to 
circle the reservoir, but for some reason 
Kim and Peppin headed for the boat landing 
in more of a semi-circle. Were you tired, 
girls, or just wet? By that time we had 
made a stop on the island and explored it 
and beached our canoes near Lefferts Pond, 
walked around and had our lunch. 
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As we were out of the water earlier 
than expected, several of us walked over 
the dam and went for a short distance on 
the opposite side of the reservoir, ad- 
miring the cottages, which were mostly 
closed for the winter. In spite of our 
somewhat dampened condition, it was de- 
clared a good day as we hurried home to 
dry out. 


WORK PARTY 
by Mark Krebs 
October 16, 1982 

This party consisted of A1 Pulling, 
Joe Dicton Sr., Joe Dicton Jr., and my- 
self. We drove up to Gov. Clement Shel- 
ter, and noticed that one of the three 
posts that holds up the roof in the 
front of the shelter was gone. We had 
to cut down a small tree for the new 
post and used a smaller limb as a lever 
to raise the roof while putting the new 
support post in place. I thought I had 
forgotten the nails, so we managed to 
pull a few out of the roof to nail the 
post into place. However, I did find 
them in my Scout after we finished. 

After that repair we packed up and 
worked on removing several blowdowns on 
the way to Tamarack Shelter. The 
weather was cool and drizzling and turned 
to snow as we approached Tamarack Shel- 
ter. When we arrived at the shelter 
area there was about an inch of snow on 
the ground. 

We all gazed at the new ski trails 
put in by the Sherburne Corp. in the 
vicinity of the shelter. Not a pleasant 
sight, but what can you expect nowadays? 

We ate our lunch at the shelter, then 
packed up and headed back down to our 
car. On the trip down we met three 
backpackers on their way to Cooper Lodge. 
Good to see people using the trail as 
it was intended to be used! 

SMOKE AND BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 
Asst. Editor and Typist: Jake Sherman 
Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pulling, 
Churchill Scott 

Illustrations and the new masthead 
for this issue are done by Sue Thomas. 
Thank you. Sue, and welcome to the 
staff. 


MYSTERY HIKE 

by W. Churchill Scott 
October 23, 1982 

This mystery hike was a mystery even 
to the leader for about 15 years ago 
the route was easy (as I remembered) , but 
they say time dims all memories . 

Well, anyway, on a beautiful fall day 
more than 25 of us drove to the Silver 
Bridge in Mt. Tabor, picking up Barbara 
Tinney on the way. A number of handi- 
capped persons from area group homes also 
went with us . 

We all started up the original road 
to the Town of Griffith. Soon it became 
apparent that due to high water and ero- 
sion the route was too difficult for many 

Thanks to Barbara's suggestion, a 
number of hikers decided to return and 
hike an old road north of the Silver 
Bridge. This was an easy walk, slabbing 
up the grade and coming out near the Big 
Branch Picnic Area. 

The rest of us went upstream, crossin 
the stream a number of times, struggling 
all the time. At every crossing were re- 
mains of the cement bridges spanning the 
river before the 1927 flood. 

Time ran out so we built a fire, had 
a bite to eat, and retraced our steps, 
but not before Sue tried to go swimming. 

Upon our return the other group told 
all about the enjoyable trip they had on 
a road that this writer never knew exist- 
ed. 

The next time a hike listed as easy 
will truly be an easy one even if it 
means going over it alone beforehand. 
Thanks to everyone who helped to make thi 
hike a success. 


HALLOWEEN HIKE — DEVIL'S DEN 

by Rob and Carolyn Badger 
October 31, 1982 


Having spent the entire week bush- 
wacking , I was tired of having branches 
in my face so had an alternate plan for 
hiking an old road from Weston to the 
Devil' s Den. This idea was agreeable to 
hikers Roma Pulling, Rob Carey, Sue Smy- 
ser, Winnie and Ted Shambo, Jerry Meiskey 
and Jean Lloyd. We left two cars at Devi 


s 
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Den and drove around to Weston to the end 
of Trout Club Road. From here we began 
our hike . 

Several farms and a small mill were 
once located along this road; a school 
house was not far away. Largely aban- 
doned by the early part of this century, 
as sheep farmers moved west to flatter, 
more tillable land, the area is now ma- 
ture hardwood forest. One old farmhouse 
not far from here had been bought by my 
grandfather in 1910 to be used as a hunt- 
ing camp. During the late 1920s and 
early 1930s the government purchased all 
of the land in this area for the Green 
Mountain National Forest. 

A good walk on moderate terrain, we 
found ourselves too soon on Forest Road 
10, and not at the Devil's Den. Winnie 
and Ted had noticed what looked like an 
old road branching off to the north 
about a mile back, so we retraced our 
steps and found the road we sought. This 
road was quite overgrown so we got our 
promised bushwacking, perhaps two miles 
worth, coming out at the Devil's Den. 

In pairs of two we climbed into the 
Den, a small cave that leads back to a 
stream which is the origin of Utley Brook. 
The rock is dolomite (magnesium carbon- 
ate), a frequent host for caves, with 
quartz veins and crystals which have been 
the pursuit of many mineral collectors. 

Next we climbed down the steep west 
bank of Forest Route 10 to an overhanging 
glacial cirque known as the Devil's 
Horsesheds. I will not recount the 
ghastly story that took place at this 
site 191 years ago on Halloween night 
that led to the naming of the mysterious 
cave and precipitous rock cliffs after 
its onetime-rumored occupant, the Devil. 

VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE— EAST MOUNTAIN 

by Ray Catozzi 
November 7, 1982 

A pleasant fall day, and once again 
a large crowd turned out for this annual 
easy, but enjoyable outing. And once 
again the leader lost the route (tempor- 
arily). Joe Valiquette himself did it 
last year — I did it this year. But, of 


of course, the roads we are supposed to 
follow on the east side of East Mountain, 
as we approach the ridge line south of the 
peak, are faint and hard to follow. 

Our party had stretched out in a long 
line half way up and, because we were out 
of sight from each other, three different 
routes were eventually used that day by 
three different segments of our group. 

But we all made it to the top where 
we found the spotting flag still flying 
in its treetop. Many had brought along 
snacks, or even lunch, in spite of the 
fact that it was an afternoon outing, so 
there was much munching going on with the 
viewing of Rutland, and talking with fel- 
low hikers. 

All in all, a very pleasant hike with 
a very congenial group. 

COVERED DISH SUPPER 
by Roma Pulling 
November 20, 1982 

If there hadn't been any other reason 
to gather at Tamarack Notch that evening, 
viewing Mauri Winturri's slides would 
have been enough. They were stupendous. 
Mauri may have been an amateur in the sense 
that he didn't get paid for what he did, 
but his slides are of professional qual- 
ity. He had the skill of an artist, the 
ability to recognize the most picturesque 
subjects and to position his camera and 
tripod at the right angle to portray the 
subject at its best. When Mauri willed 
his slide collection to the GMC, we 
acquired a valuable asset. 

I may have relegated the supper to 
second place, but it was definitely not 
second rate. The 13 members and four 
guests who showed up brought a variety of 
delicious foods topped off by Jim Griffin's 
popular contribution of ice cream. We 
even gained a new member — Nancy Sugarman. 
Welcome to the gang, Nancy! 

With a warm fire started early by 
Churchill Scott and plenty of wood donated 
by A1 Pulling, there was only one com- 
plaint: lack of room. After squeezing be- 
tween tables all evening and ducking to 
avoid being doused with cups of hot coffee, 
one dreamer longed for money enough to 
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build our own place. Long Trail Lodge II?? 


F1FIELD POND 

by John & Emma Hughes 
December 5 , 1982 

It was cloudy when we left Main 
Street Park and it started raining light- 
ly as we parked our cars on the jeep road 
to the pond. The sixteen hikers didn't 
take long to get to the pond. The ground 
was bare when we had expected to have 
snow by this date. You could see an old 
beaver dam and an old boa-fe which had 
fallen apart by the shore. 

On the next part of the hike we ran 
into a swampy area so we turned around 
to take a different route. A little la- 
ter we found out that Steve Pulling, Rob 
& Carolyn Badger and Harold Rogers had 
decided to keep on going and were not 
with us. At this time we didn't think 
that we would see them for lunch. Just 
as we were coming to the place for lunch 
Pinon came running up and we knew that 
they would soon be with us. Churchill 
Scott had made some trail markers to show 
the others which turns we had taken. We 
had lunch on a hill with a clearing, but 
the clouds cut the view. 

Then we hiked a short distance to 
Wallingford Pond. You can see only part 
of the pond because it has different sec- 
tions hidden by the peninsulas along the 
shoreline. As we returned to our cars 
it seemed good finally to see the sun 
peek through the clouds. 


SIX WEEKS AT STRATTON POND 
by Winnie Shambo 

My stay at Stratton Pond, Sept. 3rd 
to Oct. 17th, was of too short duration, 
six weeks plus a few days, and I'm sure 
my arrangements of time spent away from 
the pond were quite different from those 
of other caretakers. My first day off I 
got as far as Bondville, collected my 
mail, which was being sent General Deliv- 
ery, and picked up what few supplies I 
needed from the small grocery store loca- 
ted across the street from the post off- 
ice. Then I called Rutland to see how 
"things" were, called a friend who was 


able to come for a visit and was back a 
the pond by mid-afternoon the same day. 

My next day off and most others were 
spent in Rutland, catching up on laundry , 
supplies and much-enjoyed showers. My 
supervisor, Ray Auger, filled in during 
the Autumn Outing, which worked out fin( , 
as I didn’t feel well that weekend and 
spent it in Rutland, rather than campinj 
and hiking. 

Having been used to taking baths in 
small amounts of water during the "lean 
years" of childhood, 1 found it not a 
problem to do so at the end of most days , 
especially so after checking out a length 
of trail or cutting blow-downs (I only 
had to do two during my stay). Hair 
care was not a problem either. I used 
pond water — well away from the pond — 
and it was cold going and hard to work 
up a lather, but if one is determined, 
anything is possible. 


My duties were curtailed due to the 
time of the year. I did not have to 
clean water bars or ditches which were 
continually filling in with falling 
leaves. My assigned trails were: the 
Stratton Mt. Trail to Webster Shelter, 
the LT to Story Spring, the LT to Win- 
hall River Bridge, and the Lye Brook 
Trail to the Wilderness boundary. I 
made loop hikes out of these assignment! 
with mileage ranging from 10.8 to 12.5 
miles. I found I was able to hike thes< 
distances in three to four hours, not 
including stops for lunch, views, or a 
swim at Bourne Pond. Of course, the 
only steep portion I had to cover was 
the last mile up Stratton Mountain to tl e 
tower. I did what little maintenance 
was required along these trails; mostly 
"brushing" about a half mile of trail tc 
Story Spring. The dedicated work of the 
two young men, whom I replaced, made my 
time at the pond so much easier and more 
enjoyable. I thank them. I cleaned out 
shelters and privies after each heavy 
weekend use, and continually checked the 
tenting area for "bootleg" firepits. 

Few were found. 


The most important aspect of being 
Stratton was personal contact with hike 
I feel that, on the whole, I had fantas 
tic people to deal with, whether they 
were passing through or staying ovemigh 
The first week of my stay, there were 
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eight people who either forgot their 
money or refused to pay. Of that number, 
half eventually did send payment. Other 
hikers more than made up for any unpleas- 
antness by giving more than they needed 
to, which meant I must have been doing 
something right or they appreciated the 
work CMC does to maintain the trails. I 
never felt people were asking questions 
"for the sake of asking questions." They 
really wanted to know about the trail, 
the area, and my reason for being at 
Stratton Pond. It was surprising how 
many knew little or nothing of the Care- 
taker Program. 1 never tired of talking 
with day-hikers, new backpackers, "old 
hands" and the AT/LT thru' hikers. So 
many personalities! So many walks of 
life! The encounters were all special 
and interesting. 

(to be continued in next issue) 

A TRIP TO MOUNT KATAHDIN 

by Jake Sherman 
August 5-7, 1982 

(held over from last issue) 

The summer of 1982 was the time 1 
was finally able to fulfill a desire to 
hike Mt. Katahdin. It involved over two 
full days of driving through the wilds 
of Maine to climb one mountain, but 
there's no question it was worth it. 

Via the Maine Turnpike you can get 
to Katahdin, which is located about 90 
miles northwest of Bangor, in about eight 
to nine hours. This, however, is a fair- 
ly dull ride, and my companions, Peter 
Osterhoudt and Dick Adams of Shrewsbury, 
who have started up a logging operation, 
preferred the north woods route. 

We reached Roaring Brook Camp at the 
eastern base of Katahdin at 5 p.m. on 
Aug. 6 and settled into a lean-to for 
the night. Reservations are essential, 
by the way, and you must pay in advance 
by mail for your bunkspace. Before 
reaching the campground, we spotted 
charging off into the woods what at first 
appeared to be a rather clumsy horse but 
proved to be the first and only moose we 
would see on the trip. 

Next morning at 6:30 under a clear 
blue sky we were off to the summit. The 


Helon Taylor Trail brought us in two hours 
to tree-line at the 3200-foot level. 
Continuing up a rocky ridge over reddish 
granite boulders, we reached in another 
hour and a half the top of Pamola Peak, 
the mountain's easternmost point. 

From this summit, which according to 
legend was the abode of the Penobscot 
Indian god Pamola, the view is exception- 
al. To the north stretch the mountains 
of Baxter State Park while to the south 
is a seemingly endless expanse of forest 
and lakes. What takes the breath away, 
however, is the mighty rock wall to the 
west. This face, about a mile distant, 
makes a sheer plunge of about 2,000 feet 
to the floor of South Basin. This wall 
is the eastern side of Baxter Peak, to 
get to which it is necessary to traverse 
the famous Knife Edge. No wonder legend 
had it that Pamola was jealous of his home! 

Being a bit afraid of heights, it was 
with some anxiety that I ventured out on- 
to the Knife Edge. This narrow, up-and- 
down trail is 1500 feet above South Basin 
on one side and the valley of the Penobscot 
West Branch on the other. Good footing is 
the key, and as long as good weather pre- 
vails there should be no problem. Trail 
signs sternly warn hikers not to attempt 
the trail in bad weather. 

Gray skies , breezes , and some rain did 
in fact sweep in as we approached the 
summit. Here, congregated about the sign 
marking the northern end of the AT, were 
dozens of hikers, lunching, snapping photos, 
or donning raingear. From this vantage 
point, the Knife Edge appeared a success- 
ion of jagged teeth, while to the west was 
the gently sloping "Tableland," across 
which Thoreau came in 1847 and AT hikers, 
on their last mile, do today. 

It was down the Cathedral Trail, which 
drops 2300 feet in 1.7 miles, that we 
made our descent, often inching on our 
backsides over rain-slicked boulders. It 
was distressing to find at this hour of 
the afternoon a lot of young people, clad 
only in sneakers and light clothing, head- 
ing up to the top through the rain, obvious- 
ly unaware of the steep going ahead. No 
wonder accidents happen! 

At Chimney Pond, which is set in the 
heart of South Basin, we stopped awhile to 
appreciate the semi-circular mountain be- 
fore us, then returned to Roaring Brook Camp. 
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************************************** 


* * * 

* CONGRATULATIONS * 

* * 

* Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Carey * 

* * 

* November 27, 1982 * 

* * 
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To the Killington Section: 11/6/82 

We would like to thank everybody 
for the shower and gift. Both of us 
were very surprised that it turned out 
to be a shower for the two of us. After 
all, who would expect Carol Chapman to 
fib about a "Smoke & Blazes" collating 
session. 

We are planning a spending spree at 
EMS with the gift certificate. We'll 


check to see if they have any "Jesus' 
boots . " 

Carolyn Badger's carrot cake was de- 
licious. Those cookie feet hiking to- 
gether were cute. 

Thanks for a great party. 

Rob & Sue 

NEW MEMBERS AS OF DECEMBER 6, 1982 

O'Hara, Mary Jane, Box 184, Ludlow, 

Vt. 05149 

Shambo, Winnie, 142 Dorr Dr., Rutland 

Sugarman, Nancy, 22 E. Center St., Apt. 4 
Rutland 

Tumlin, Susan, 21 Park St., Rutland 

Walter, Elizabeth, Box 238, Chittenden, 
Vt. 05737 

Change of address 


Carey, Robert and Sue, 43 Evergreen 
Avenue, Rutland 

PLEASE TEAR OFF AND RETURN THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BELOW 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication) , and AID BLAZES (Section newsletter) , which includes 

a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. My 
dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte . 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec./Treas. 

c/o V. Young — R . D . #1 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $12.00 Spouse $10.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Junior (to 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 6.00 

*Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 

THANK YOU! 



KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1983 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and hour 
listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike leader or: 
Raymond Catozzi, President, 103 Bellevue Ave., 773-3006; Roma Pulling, Vice-President, 

RFD //2, Woodstock Ave., 7736997; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., RFD 1, Chasanna Drive 
773-1494 

DATE HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Jan. 9 
(Sun. ) 


Jan. 15 
(Sat.) 


Jan. 22 
(Sat.) 


Feb . 6 
(Sun . ) 

Feb. 12 
(Sat.) 


Feb. 26,27 
(Sat . , Sun . ) 


Mar. 6 
(Sun . ) 


9:30 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 

9:00 A.M. 

9:30 A.M. 
9:30 A.M. 

9:00 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 


PATCH HOLLOW loop; start on unplowed roads near Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter, return by Long Trail. Hike, ski, or 
snowshoe. 4 mi., moderate. 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 

ICE SKATING. If our Freedley Quarry trip had to be 
postponed due to lack of ice, we will go today. Same 
specs: ski or snowshoe one mi. to quarry, bring skates 
and lantern. Robert Badger, 773-3777 

• % • *• . 

PINE HILL PARK to Proctor on snowshoes, skis not re- 
commended . Coffee afterward at Carey's. 5 mi., moder- 
ate. Rob & Sue Carey, 773-3269 

NORTHAM TO ROUND TOP, ski or snowshoe. 6 mi., 
moderate. Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

HALF MOON STATE PARK, suitable for snowshoes, skis 
or sleds. Variable mileage, moderate. 

Robert Badger, 773-3777 

WINTER WEEKEND at Merck Forest, Rupert. Hike, ski 
or snowshoe; day hikers welcome. Weekenders must 
make reservations. Fee charged. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

BELLEVUE AVENUE EXT. to Post Road via unplowed roads 
and power lines. Hike, ski or snowshoe. Coffee' at 
Pulling's. 4 mi., easy. Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 


Mar. 12 2:00 P.M. 

(Sat.) 


SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY at Pulling's. Memb e rs and guests 
only . Fee will be charged. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 


Mar. 20 
(Sun.) 


10:00 A.M. 


CHASANNA DRIVE along penstock to Glen Dam. 

Easy, 3 mi . 

Churchill Scott 
Virginia Young, 775-1494 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATER- 
PROOF FOOTGEAR AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN 
THERE IS A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO THE HIKING AREA. 

HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND REPRESENT ROUND TRIPS. PLEASE 
STAY WITH YOUR LEADER. 


■ELLINGTON SECTION. CMC 
132 MAPLE STREET 
JUTLAND, VERMONT 0570J. 



Mr. & Mrs. Robert Perkins 
4812 Lebanon Rd. 
Charlotte, NC 28212 



F ROM THE PRESIDENT : THE STATE OF THE 

SECTION 

As we near the vernal equinox and the 
reawakening of mother earth in these 
northern parts, it is a perfect time to 
look back on the past year, to reflect 
on our accomplishments, our problems and 
goals, and to consider our approach in 
the future. 

All in all, 1982 was a good year for 
our Section. Not a vintage year, but a 
good one. There was an increase in 
scheduled outings, the activity designed 
to carry out our club's purpose — to 
make the mountains and the outdoors play 
a larger part in the lives of the people. 
In many months outings were scheduled 
every weekend, and even though the aver- 
age attendance dropped a little per out- 
ing, the overall attendance was up. 

Many new mountains were climbed and 
new locations visited. Canoe and bicycle 
trips are increasing in popularity. We 
are doing more backpacking — mostly on 
end-to-end quests on the Long Trail. A 
bird watch outing was a first last year. 
All this is to the good, and to the cre- 
dit of those many members who work to 
keep the schedule so varied. 

Our shelters have been getting our 
attention where needed most and most of 
our assigned 21 miles of the Long Trail 
is in good hiking condition. Many member 


and non-member hours were spent last year 
in these endeavors, for which we are all 
grateful. 

Our outings, and our "innings," as I 
like to call our indoor activities, have 
been getting good timely displays in the 
Rutland Herald . We know that many folks, 
especially non-members (new people) look 
forward to seeing these notices, and 
getting people out is the name of the 
game . 

Our financial picture, which is de- 
tailed elsewhere in this issue and will 
be presented at the annual meeting, is 
not the rosiest, but neither does it pre- 
sent real thorns. We would be just about 
breaking even between our normal income 
and expenses, but the presence of the two 
Kirk Funds for Trails & Shelters mainten- 
ance takes the pressure off an area where 
we have been known to spend several hun- 
dred dollars in a year. Fortunately, the 
last two Trails & Shelters chairmen were 
men who hated to spend a nickel when 
they could use scrap and make-do. 

Therefore, at a time when we have a 
special fund to amply take care of these 
costly needs, we have ended up spending 
mere pennies. Shelter insurance is an 
item that ijs now included in Kirk Fund 
disbursements, and because of that, and 
because maintenance costs now are separ- 
ate from our normal section expenses, 
our unrestricted cash balance is now on 
a healthy upswing. 



In conclusion I wish to extend my 
thanks to all the directors for the 
various jobs they are doing so well, 
and for all those others who have worked 
so hard at their assigned tasks. Many 
have contributed their time over the 
years, and for this we are grateful. 

It has all gone towards making a friendly 
and successful year for the Killington 
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Section in 1982. 

May we all continue on this course 
for 1983, changing and improving our 
image and impact on the outdoor and 
hiking community. 



DIRECTORS' MEETING 

by W. Churchill Scott 
March 2, 1983 

Present at a Board of Directors 
meeting at the Pulling home at the 
beginning of March were Rob Badger, Rob 
Carey, Ray, Steve, Winnie, Mark, Roma 
and myself. Guests were Carolyn Badger 
and Sue Carey. 

Outings Chairman Roma Pulling report- 
ed members have responded well to her 
request for more hike leaders which in 
turn allows more outings to be scheduled. 

Landowners in our Section were re- 
cently polled about continuing on the 
Smoke & Blazes mailing list. We have 
felt that this helps with public rela- 
tions and are pleased to report that 21 
out of 27 said "yes" and a number added 
favorable comments. 

The new Killington Section "End-to- 
End" certificate was on display and 
will be available at the annual meeting, 
March 26, for those who have earned it. 

A chain saw purchase was turned 
down. The stove has been removed from 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter again and the 
possibility of an open shelter was dis- 
cussed. Mark Krebs reported on Trails 
& Shelters. Pico and Tamarack Shelters 
are in good condition, while Cooper has 
some skier trash. The main club has 
recommended that the Wade property 
building be removed. A number of offers 
to remove it for lumber have been made 
but cleanup is questioned. 

The Kirk Fund was discussed. A 
caretaker at Cooper was suggested at a 
minimum cost of $300. Rob Carey is to 


contact the main club office for informa- 
tion and possible financial help. 

Pres. Catozzi offered a number of 
possible by-law changes but no action 
was taken. A membership drive brochure, 
library informational meeting, and slide 
collection were discussed. Members 
should be reminded of $1.00 rebate for 
signing up new members. 

The tarpaper building astride the 
trail relocation near Gov. Clement Shel- 
ter is to be removed and the Pullings 
will explore this later. 


It is with regret that we learned 
that John Lepinski, a director, is resigr - 
ing. Also director and Trails & Shelter; 
chairman Mark Krebs has an employment 
offer out of state and we are sorry that 
he too will leave us soon. We will miss 
both of these individuals and appreciate 
the help they have given us. Olga Laird 
was elected by the directors to fulfill 
the remaining two years of John Lepinski 1; 
term. 


Winnie Shambo was appointed to head 
the nominating committee. At the Annual 
Meeting positions for three directors 
need to be filled and Olga's election 
approved . 


IN QUEST OF LIEUTENANT SMALL; A CLIMB 
OF SALT ASH MOUNTAIN 

by Jim Frink 
December 9, 1982 

I just had an interesting experience 
that I thought might be of interest to 
the Killington Section. 

Mr. Sanborn Partridge has a copy of 
a letter written by Lieutenant John Small 
to General (Lord) Jeffrey Amherst in 
1790 regarding his journey with troops 
from Fort #4 on the Connecticut River 
in New Hampshire to a point about several 
miles short of the Great Falls of the 
Otter — what we know as Sutherland Falls , 
the falls behind the marble company in 
Proctor. In this letter he is not too 
explicit about his path through the 
mountains on this journey and Sandy re- 
marked to me that he would like to climb 
Salt Ash Mountain and search out the 
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possible routes through the mountains and 
take pictures from the summit. I said 
I'd like to go with him, so we did it on 
Tuesday, Dec. 9 — a beautiful sunny day. 

We drove to the Pierce Country Store 
in North Shrewsbury and discussed what 
route we ought to follow to the summit. 
(Neither of us had been on this mountain 
before.) With the knowledge of Mr. 

Pierce we plotted a route up to the aban- 
doned Sugar Bush Venture, and then bush- 
whacked to the summit. 

If your car is in front of Pierce's 
Store and facing toward the north (past 
the gas tank), take the first left turn, 
follow the road past the Herb Farm - 
down the hill to the bridge where a sign 
says "Road Closed." 



We parked on the road at the short 
branch which goes up to the abandoned 
and tom down buildings of the Sugar 
Bush Venture. 

We could see the summit so we bush- 
whacked straight up through some pretty 
rough territory. We passed through many 
long lengths of sap tubing which had 
been left on the trees. The summit is 
3200 or 3600 feet (I can't remember 
which) , and the top is so covered with 
spruce and balsam that no decent photo- 
graph of the surrounding country can be 
made. We traveled all around the summit 
looking for view points but found none 
good enough to the north where the passes 
lay - one of which the lieutenant had 
taken his troops through. 

Sandy did not want to give up so he 
climbed a tall spruce tree on the north 
side and took several pictures, all of 
which were too much obscured by the 
branches of other trees. 


On the way down, while we were still 
close to the top, we found some fine 
viewpoints to the north and Sandy got the 
pictures he wanted. 

He brought along two fine special 
compasses, one for each of us, and two 
very accurate altimeters, measuring every 
foot of our climb. 

On the way down we found the remains 
of a faint trail which we followed until 
it petered out. Then we got to the sap 
tubing once again and came out on a road 
(a lot higher than the one on which we 
had parked the car) . We figured that 
the road would take us to the car even- 
tually if we went to the right, but de- 
cided that if we went to the left, the 
distance might be shorter. We came out 
on the road we had come in on, about 
200 yards from the car! 

It was a tough climb for me since 
I had not done any climbing for a long 
time, and I developed some very painful 
leg cramps on the way home, and again 
after I got home, but a hot bath and rest 
soon cured me. 

Maybe some of your young ambitious 
climbers might want to try it! 


MOONLIGHT OVER MINERVA 

by Ray Catozzi 
December 30, 1982 

The weather bode well for this next 
to last night of 1982, with a 50-50 
chance that we would see a nearly full 
moon on our annual holiday trip to either 
Tucker-Johnson Shelter or Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter. This year Minerva's camp was 
our choice, and 17 of the faithful walked 
in the short half mile from the parking 
lot above Spring Lake Ranch. 

Your leader went in early, alone, in 
the daylight hours of mid-afternoon, to 
clean camp, gather firewood, and to build 
fires, one in the outside fireplace and 
one in the boot-leg stove inside. The 
Killington Section has opted to remove 
all stoves from their camps, and after 
Steve Pulling removed what we all thought 
was the old, worn-out regular stove from 
the camp last fall he discovered, on clo- 
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ser examination, that he had removed a 
newer replica of the old one. Someone 
didn't like this idea of no stove, so they 
brought in a second one, made from a 
55-gallon drum. A lot of good work went 
into this second boot-leg stove, but it 
nevertheless had to come out .... after 
we used it for that night, of course. 

Clouds moved in during the darkening 
evening, but a slight breeze kept clear- 
ing the sky. I was fortunate enough to 
be tending to the outside fire when the 
moon popped up over the hill to the 
northeast of camp. A wonderful, never- 
ending thrill 

As the darkness deepened and the time 
approached when the gang would be arriv- 
ing, I stoked up the outside fire and 
put lighted candles in the window to make 
a warmer welcome. I know I hate to 
approach a dark, cold and empty shelter 
on the trail at night. 

It wasn't long after their arrival 
before they all settled down, either 
around the outside campfire, or around 
the table and on the bunks inside. A 
party atmostphere soon prevailed as 
cheese, crackers, cookies, cakes, dips, 
candy, breads, and home-made and store- 
bought wine were spread over the entire 
camp table and on the large bunk plat- 
form. 

Sue Carey had brought copies of 
Christmas carols and winter songs, and 
while many were still smorgasbording a 
few girls started singing. Others con- 
tinued to join in as they paused be- 
tween snacks, or as soon as they got 
their courage up. The fact that it was 
five days past Christmas didn't seem to 
dampen their enthusiasm one bit. 

All that is, except Steve Pulling 
and Rob Badger. I don’t know which it 
was, their dislike of singing Christmas 
carols after Christmas, or the fact that 
neither one of them can carry a single 
note (my guess) , but the two of them 
disappeared from the area, not coming 
back to the shelter until long after the 
festivities were over and many had left 
for home. It was revealed that they had 
hiked in the full moonlight north to 
Spring Lake Clearing and back, about a 
1 3/4 mile walk. Can't really blame the 
lads, though, with mild weather and a 


bright moon. I envied them, in a way... 

But even after they returned, the 
remaining six or eight of us stood out- 
side the camp in the moonlight, and 
talked, and talked, and talked. Like an 
hour, it seemed. It was so pleasant and 
peaceful, with congenial folks, we all 
hated to go home. All good things must 
come to an end, they say, and so they 
did, as we slowly walked back down to 
our cars, and then home. 

AND THE E X TRACURRICULAR OVERNIGHT 

TRIP 

by Sue Thomas 

After the more intelligent club mem- 
bers had finished their hot chocolate and 
gone home to their nice warm beds, six of 
us, Rob & Sue Carey, Rob & Carolyn Badger, 
Piflon and I settled in to spend the night . 
We opted not to use the bootleg stove due 
to the smoke, so we retreated to our 
sleeping bags fairly early. 

Room service arrived early the next 
morning (Steve & Becky Pulling with donuts 
and coffee!) and found us still in our 
bag^(shame, shame) but we redeemed our- 
selves by hiking out via the Long Trail 
instead of the road, after first enjoying 
the donuts and dismantling the stove. 

On the way out Rob Badger spotted an 
ermine, all white except for the end of 
his tail, so he stood out with no snow on 
the ground. He seemed as interested in 
watching us as we were in watching him, 
so we observed each other for quite a 
while, (and I hope he wrote up a more in- 
teresting report than this on the incid- 
ent!). All in all, it was well worth 
the colder moments. 


PATCH HOLLOW 

by Harold Rogers 
January 9, 1983 

As usual it was a good hike after we 
got organized. I called Roma on Satur- 
day, the day before the hike, for the 
coffee pot but she said she didn't have 
it. I thought whoever had it would pro- 
bably bring it with him on the hike. No 
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such luck. We decided we needed one so 
I took Roma home and she donated a cook- 
ing pot to heat water. 

In spite of clear and warm weather, 
we only had thirteen hikers. After 
our late start, we left the cars above 
Spring Lake Ranch near the bams and the 
road that goes to Spring Lake. We had 
a slow, enjoyable walk to Patch Hollow. 

While the group was looking over the 
sights of an ice-covered swamp in the 
woods, Churchill and Virginia started 
collecting wood for a fire. I looked 
for water, but couldn't find any so we 
decided so we decided to backtrack down 
the road about one half mile to a small 
open stream. We heated a small amount 
of dirty water and had hot drinks with 
our lunch . We ate by an old log road 
on the side of a hill in open hard woods 
with a small frozen stream down below us. 

The ground was bare in Rutland but 
snow-covered where we had lunch. The 
weather was crisply cold but pleasant 
with no wind. 

After lunch seven of the group went 
back to the cars, while the others re- 
turned to Patch Hollow and headed west 
up an old steep log road for about a 
quarter of a mile. We then bushwhacked 
north until we came to a logging opera- 
tion and followed log roads back to the 
Long Trail. We guessed we had walked 
about five miles on this part of the 
hike. The others were still at the 
cars, having taken some short side hikes 
and watched the sheep and pigs for a 
while. 

It was a short hike but an enjoyable 

one . 


FREEDLEY QUARRY, DORSET 
by Rob and Carolyn Badger 
January 15, 1983 

Repeated by request after last year's 
successful skating party, we again had a 
great day skating at Freedley. The ori- 
ginal outing had been scheduled for De- 
cember, but warm weather resulted in 
thin ice, so we rescheduled and am glad 
we did. Ten days before our trip I 


visited the quarry, driving in on the 
still bare ground, and found quite a few 
rocks on the ice from kids throwing them 
on to "test the ice." I left a sign re- 
questing that no objects be thrown on to 
the ice since some of us skate on it, but 
upon returning for our party, we not only 
found more rocks, but also my sign on the 
ice. But no problem, as there is a back 
room to the quarry that is not accessible 
except across another section of ice, and 
this was smooth and clear. 

We placed a lantern in the center of 
the ice and skated around, dodging a few 
ice stalagmites. Without the lantern, 
the room is almost totally black, but 
with the weak light emanating from a Cole- 
man, an eerie light is reflected around 
the room and through the ice that en- 
hances the atmosphere considerably. We 
had a great time that hopefully will en- 
courage the three newcomers who joined 
us to come with us again. Skaters were 
Sue Tumlin, Richard Van Marten, Anne 
Kohler with her daughter Karin, Sue 
Thomas, Nancy Sugarman, Sue Carey, Carol 
Chapman , Dave Hadley and Rob and Carolyn 
Badger. Roma Pulling built the fire with 
help from late arrivals John and Emma 
Hughes . 

After lunch, we skated a bit longer, 
then headed out from the quarry to find 
the winter's first major snowstorm in 
progress . 

PINE HILL PARK: RUTLAND TO PROCTOR 

by Rob Carey 
January 22, 1983 

This trip was planned as a snowshoe 
hike exclusively. Since we weren't going 
to follow snowmobile trails or old roads 
it wasn't planned for walkers or skiers. 
However there wasn't enough snow for 
snowshoes, so all 10 of us walked. 

We followed the road up to Rocky Pond. 
As we crossed the ice of Muddy Pond there 
were ominous cracking sounds and wet spots, 
but no one fell through . Then we followed 
a compass heading of 320° Magnetic. 

Just before reaching the ridgeline 
we stopped for lunch. There wasn't any 
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water or much snow to melt, but we found 
some ice and melted that. After lunch 
we came onto an old road and followed 
that down to Proctor, where cars awaited 
to return us to Rutland and coffee at 
the Careys. 

NORTHAM TO ROUND TOP 

by Steve Pulling 
February 6, 1983 

This trip was a second attempt by 
the Killington Section to climb Round 
Top Mountain in less than a year. The 
first attempt, led by Harold Rogers, was 
"mysteriously" rained out while the 
group was eating lunch. I don't think 
anyone on that hike will admit he knew 
where the rain came from! ! 

The morning of the second attempt 
saw no rain, but it was a cold and crisp 
day. To speed things up a bit, ten 
people packed into the back of a pickup 
truck and experienced a cramped, bumpy 
drive up the Great Roaring Brook Road 
to the intersection of the Saltash Road, 
where shouts of joy were heard as all 
unpiled out of the truck to stretch and 
rub their sore rear ends. Not so for 
the two fortunates who were up in the 
front, right, Steve and Anna! 

The hike started out to be unevent- 
ful as we walked up an old logging road 
among beautiful large spruce trees and 
plentiful animal tracks. Then we came 
to the treacherous ice-covered river 
crossing. After the leader made the 
maiden crossing and declared it semi- 
safe, everyone else made the slippery 
crossing, one at a time. Luckily no 
casualties were suffered and we gave our- 
selves a cheer. 

As we progressed up the logging road 
we surprisingly came upon a little vill- 
age of ski chalets and condos, not on 
any map, mind you! After walking through 
this village we found the ski trail and 
hiked to the summit. 

After lunch and some great views to 
the north of Killington Peak and the 
Route 100 valley, we returned to Northam 
in the reverse fashion of that just des- 
cribed . 


HALF MOON POND STATE PARK 

by Carolyn and Rob Badger 
February 12, 1983 

At Half Moon Pond we were blessed with 
one of the few weekends of this winter 
that had really good snow conditions. The 
sun was shining and all were ready to en- 
joy some of the season's best. An advan- 
tage of Half Moon State Park is that it 
has something for everyone at this time of 
year. Some skied, some snowshoed , and 
others hiked. (And, I suppose, if there 
had been no snow, we would have had the 
entire pond to skate on) . The unplowed 
road around the park is fun for all levels 
of skiing ability and great for snowshoes. 
One long downhill is a favorite of many, 
expecially since it has a long runway at 
the end if out of control. We climbed 
this several times to make another run. 

After playing on the roads and pond, 
we ate lunch at a lean-to site complete 
with a dry picnic table and warm fire 
thanks to Jim Griffin whom we were glad to 
welcome back after his recent heart attack 
Joining us also were Roma Pulling, Olga 
Laird, Anna Nyiri, Rob and Sue Carey, 

Carol Chapman, Nancy Sugarman, George 
Reynolds and Sue Thomas . 

Afterwards, the adventuresome went on 
a trek to High Pond. It was a bit more 
technical, but well worth the climb. 


WINTER WEEKEND AT MERCK FOREST 
by Ann Reynolds 
February 26-27, 1983 

"It beats staying home and mopping the 
kitchen floor," declared Roma Pulling, as 
the group mushed in (or slid in) to Spruce 
Shelter on a cold, blustery Saturday morn- 
ing. 

By afternoon the wind had abated, the 
sun was shining brightly, and a weekend at 
Merck Forest and Farmland Center in Rupert 
beat not only mopping the floor, but most 
anything else one could think of. 

Veterans of former winter weekends, in- 
cluding three at Merck Forest, declared 
this to be the best of all, with the lar- 
gest participation by far. The stalwart 
crew included Roma and her son, Steve, 


7 . 


Carol Chapman, Sue Thomas, Ray Catozzi, 

Rob and Sue Carey, Rob and Caroline 
Badger and George and Ann Reynolds, plus 
Churchill Scott, who came for Saturday 
daytime only. And there was also our 
mascot, the Badgers' dog, Pinon, who 
carried her own food supply in miniature 
saddlebags . 

The weather was not conducive to 
either skiing or snowshoeing, as the 
snow had melted, then frozen over, making 
the going somewhat rough in spots. The 
Careys , however , were on skis most of 
the time — that is, when they weren't 
sliding downhill on them. Everyone else 
relied on hiking, and hike we did — at 
different times, in different combina- 
tions of people, and on many different 
trails of the miles that Merck has to 
offer. 

Although we met several groups, most- 
ly skiers, on our way to the shelter, we 
saw very few of these people later, be- 
cause the forest and shelters are so 
spread out there is little chance of meet- 
ing anyone. We were glad, however, to 
be occupying a cozy shelter with a glass 
front, rather than one of the open lean- 
tos, where we saw bright orange tarps 
hung across the front as windbreaks. 

Shortly after our noontime arrival at 
the shelter, we had a good fire going in 
the stove , and everyone had more or less 
staked out their territory" for sleeping 
and stowing gear. With seven bunks for 
11 people, there was a bit of jockeying 
for position. Roma and Carol quickly 
claimed the two upper bunks , knowing that 
heat rises. Rob and Sue, the newlyweds, 
shared one of the wider bunks, while 
Steve and the Badgers ended up sleeping 
on the floor. Several threw logs on 
the fire during the night , but we all ad- 
mitted it was COLD in the morning when 
people began to stir around 7:30. Some- 
one confirmed that it was 12° outside. 

A hike to the sugar house occupied 
most of Saturday afternoon, and on Sunday 
morning quite a few made the climb to the 
summit of Mt. Antone. But the best hike 
of all, some thought, was Saturday night, 
in full moonlight. What started out as a 
"little walk" took us to Clark's Clearing 
and back. On the way we spotted distant 
lights and tried to guess where they were. 
Some said Granville, some Whitehall and 


others Glens Falls. A talk with the 
caretaker, Beth Tucker, next day confirmed 
that we were indeed seeing the lights 
of Glens Falls. 

In between hikes, several brave souls 
tried out George's toboggan on the slope 
in front of the shelter. 

One of the best parts of any outing, 
of course, is the EATING, and club mem- 
bers once again proved that individual 
tastes vary greatly. When we started to 
prepare supper, out came everything from 
Roma's can of spaghetti to the Badgers' 
tempting concoction of rice, mushrooms, 
etc. — or was that the Careys'? Ray 
shared with us a bottle of his homemade 
elderberry wine, vintage 1979 (a very 
good year, Ray), and the Badgers provided 
popcorn before we turned in. 

On Sunday morning , which dawned very 
bright and clear, everyone packed up 
after eating, then took off in various 
directions, as mentioned before, for one 
final hike. By noon, we were all headed 
back to our cars and our scattered des- 
tinations . 

All agreed we should make reservations 
at once for next year, and hope that our 
positive experience will encourage even 
more people to come out another year — 
though we might have to make more room 
on the floor! 


SIX WEEKS AT STRATTON POND 
by Winnie Shambo 

(continued from last issue) 

...I also enjoyed the time spent 
alone, for then I could really listen to 
nature. Even the rainstorms were exci- 
ting! I listened to the rain pounding 
on the tent while the wind, like a bel- 
lows, moved the tent walls in and out, 
sometimes with great force. When the 
wind abated I listened to the slap of the 
water against the shore. I had one very 
spectacular thunder and lightning storm! 
When there wasn't rain — when the night 
was still — I'd listen to the spring as 
the water flowed from the pipe or I'd 
hear the Barred Owls calling to one 
another or hear other creatures as they 
walked through the forest near the tent. 
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Unfortunately, from early morning to 
late afternoon, I could also hear heavy 
equipment and chain-saws of the two log- 
ging operations in the area. 

Known and sighted animal life in the 
Stratton Pond area were: a magnificent 
moose (who appeared the evening of Labor 
Day and was sighted at various locales 
throughout September and October) ; two 
baby coons ; two pairs of beaver who lived 
in the pond; numerous chipmunks, red 
squirrels and chickadees, a hermit 
thrush, woodpeckers, one grouse, king- 
fishers, hummingbirds, great blue herons 
(along Deerfield Brook), flocks of geese 
taking a rest on the pond from their 
flight south for the winter, and one 
male loon whose cry was exceptionally 
touching, especially when combined with 
one of Stratton's beautiful sunsets. 

And although I never saw him or her, 
there were bear tracks about 20 feet from 
my tent. One hiker from Bourne Pond re- 
ported seeing a snowshoe rabbit being 
chased by what he believes was a fisher. 

1 hope I represented the GMC and 
Killington Section well while at Stratton 
Pond. This was my first experience at 
such an endeavor and I thoroughly enjoyed 
my stay. 

Morning temperatures ranged from A 2 
to 58 degrees. Toward the end of my 
stay, they were dropping down into the 
low 30' s. Pretty chilly and I sure could 
have used some handwarmers (and feet war- 
mers!). To cap this adventure, my last 
weekend was cold, wet and blowy. During 
the night of Oct. 16, the rain turned to 
snow and by morning we had a good cover- 
ing, making it difficult to dismantle 
the tent. My last action, before packing 
out, was to walk to the west end of the 
pond for a final view of Stratton Moun- 
tain swathed in snow and clouds. 

A person can become very possessive 
after spending so much time at one place 
and I'm no different. I refer to Stratton 
as my pond. It's such a lovely area and 
I hope to return as Fall Caretaker again 
in 1983, God willing. 



KILLINGTON SECTION 
1982 FINANCIAL REPORT 


Balance Jan. 1, 1982.. 


$693.14 

INCOME 



Dues 

$590.50 


Kirk Fund 

142.00 


Sugar on Snow 

63.00 


Interest 

39.85 


Guide Books 

10.50 


Autumn Outing 

8.00 


Patches 

2.00 


Total 

$855.85 


EXPENSES 



0 • M • C • ••••••••••• 

$288.94 


Dues 226.50 



T&S Ins. 62. 44 



Smoke & Blazes.... 

223.49 


Kirk Fund. 

142.00 


Publicity 

34.78 


Sugar on Snow 

33.73 


Donations 

30.00 


Trails & Shelters. 

26.69 


Secretary 

20.34 


Postage 

20.10 


Phone 

17.68 


Autumn Outing 

10.00 


Outing 

8.97 


Total 

$856.72 


EXPENSES paid by Kirk Fund 


T&S Insurance. . 

. .62.44 


T&S Expense .... 

. 26.69 


Total 

$ 89.13 


1982 Income 


$855.85 

1982 Expense 


767.59 



88.26 

Balance Jan. 1, 1982. 


. .693.14 

Balance Dec. 31, 1982 


$781.40 

DUES ARE DUE 


This is the last 

Issue of 

Smoke & 

Blazes to be mailed to 1982 members. 

Send your 1983 dues to Churchill Scott, 

RFD #1, Chasanna Drive, Rutland 

, VT 

05701. 
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KIRK FUND 

1st George L. Kirk Trails & Shelters 
Fund as of 12/31/82 

$5,650.65 

2nd George L. Kirk Trails & Shelters 
Fund as of 12/31/82 

$1,872.79 

Pass Book Account as of 
1/1/83 

$ 107.86 


SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Asst. Editor and Typist: Jake 

Sherman 

Illustrations: Sue Thomas 

Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pul- 

ling, Churchill Scott 


A MORE FITTING TRIBUTE TO MAURI 


Many of you out there in Killington 
Section land knew Mauri Wintturi quite 
well; some of you not so well, and some 
are wondering just whom I'm talking about. 
From Fitchburg, Mass., where he worked, 
Mauri came to Vermont nearly every week- 
end for years on end, even spending much 
of his vacation time up here in Vermont, 
his adopted state. After his heart 
attack, he restricted himself to just the 
good weather, staying home during most of 
the bad winter weather. But his heart 
was here , as always , even if his body 
wasn't. 

Mauri has been gone up in the greener 
hills of heaven for a year now but he is 
not forgotten, not by a Long Trail mile 
he isn't. Many a Killington Section 
outing saw his smiling face and his paw 
wrapped around a can of cool liquid lunch. 
I'm sure that members of the Worcester, 
Pioneer Valley and the Ottauquechee Sec- 
tions saw him often also. Mauri, believe 
it or not, was a member of four sections, 
the GMC itself, as a member- at-large , as 
| well as belonging to the Appalachian Moun- 
tain Club. 


It was at Mauri’s suggestion that 
our former Sunnyside Shelter was renamed 
in honor of long-time GMC secretary 
Minerva Hinchey. This shelter was one of 
Mauri's favorites. Also a favorite of 
his was the Gulf Shelter on the Appalach- 
ian Trail north of Woodstock. That was 
in his last year or twowhen he couldn't 
hike very far, and the Gulf Shelter was 
within sight of his parked Volkswagen. 

As Mauri more or less adopted the 
Gulf Shelter as his own, a movement is 
now afoot to have this Gulf Shelter 
renamed in his honor. In a letter from 
a member of the Pioneer Valley Section 
to Preston Bristow of the Ottauquechee 
Section, which Preston passed on to me 
recently, this suggestion came forth. 
Preston answered her letter by saying 
that since Mauri was a member of four 
sections, we all should be consulted a- 
bout this renaming. Many folks in the 
Green Mountain Club have voiced this idea 
and now it seems that it will come to 
pass . 

At a recent Killington Section board 
meeting this idea met with favorable reac- 
tion. I shall also bring it up at our 
annual meeting. This is a good idea, 
this renaming in honor of Mauri, one that 
should be done expeditiously by whoever 
is empowered to carry it out. 

But what this story is really about is 
that Mauri was more to us in the Green 
Mountain Club than just placing his name 
on a wooden structure in the forest. 

Much has been written about him since his 
death, and much of that was because he 
became such a pleasant surprise to so 
many after he was gone, leaving a tremen- 
dous and completely unique legacy for the 
club to enjoy. 

Oh, he was irascible to many who came 
in contact with him; an irritant at the 
annual meeting and board meetings. He 
seemed to be the devil's advocate to many. 
But Mauri really had a heart of gold, 
would do most anything for anybody (well, 
almost) . His lack of tact in dealing with 
people was really just that he couldn't 
or wouldn't find the words to hide the 
painful truth of a matter, as he saw it. 

And because Mauri meant more to all 
of us who knew and liked him, more should 
be done. As Preston Bristow said in his 
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letter there has been talk of a more 
fitting memorial other than the naming 
of a shelter. 

One of Mauri's bequests to the club 
was hundreds of excellent, professional 
quality slides. I'm sure much has been 
thought of along these lines: to make 
several slide shows to be available for 
GMC publicity, and indelibly stamped with 
Mauri Wintturi's name. 

Another idea that has come to my mind, 
which must be somewhat kept secret, due 
to the nature of my idea (not to gain 
notoriety or dubious publishing rights 
— heaven forbid!), involves a request 
for me to carry out. Some will probably 
guess what I'm up to, but if they do, I 
hope they have the good sense to keep it 
to themselves. 

What I am requesting is a good copy 
of a color print or color slide of Mauri 
arguing a point at a meeting, or wherever, 
or one of Mauri drinking his favorite 
drink, or both. The results of this re- 
quest I would like to present to the 
club members and officers at the GMC 
annual meeting in Northfield this May. 

The nature of the finished product is 
what I hope to keep secret. 

These are still somewhat inconsequen- 
tial ideas to be carried out in Mauri's 
honor. I'm sure others have thought of 
some, and it is hoped that they will come 
forth with them. Someone, I can't remem- 
ber who, suggested that we erect a full 
size statue of Mauri on the top of Mans- 
field, holding his permanent can of beer 
and greeting all the future climbers to 
reach that summit. Maybe it's not such 
a bad idea at that. 

— Ray Catozzi 


MINI END-TO-END CERTIFICATE 

For those of us who set our sights 
on something less ambitious than hiking 
the whole Long Trail from end to end, 
an alternate goal could be to hike the 
21 miles of trail for which our section 
is responsible (between Routes 4 and 
140) . To reward those who accomplish 
this goal, Winne Shambo has designed a 
certificate. If you are eligible and 
would like to receive one of these cer- 


tificates let Churchill Scott or Ray 
Catozzi know before the annual meeting oi 
March 26. 


HIKING COMPANION WANTED 

Wanted one or more hiking companion 
with car to hike on Long Trail south of 
Arlington-West Wardsboro Road or north 
of Middlebury Gap after black fly season. 
Have two man tent, stove and car which E 
will share. Interested in day or over- 
night trips. Hiking speed about 5 to 7 
miles per day with full pack. If inter- 
ested, please contact George Reynolds 
in the evening at 885-5416 or write to 
8 Hillcrest Road, Springfield, Vt. 05156. 


ACHIEVER 

Why has one of Killington Section's 
quieter members and not one of our more 
outspoken types been in the news again? : 

I think that question can be answered in 
one word— ACHIEVEMENT. 

In July, 1981, Anne Mausolff, of 
Andover, was the subject of a story in 
the Black River Tribune after completing 
600 miles in two months on the Appalach- 
ian Trail. 

More recently she was honored in the 
Rutland Herald of December 28, 1982, as 
the owner of Ski Tours of Vermont. The 
article describes a typical cross-country 
trip led by Anne lasting a total of four 
days with five nights spent in country 
inns. 

Good luck, Anne! 


ANNUAL MEETING 

Don't miss Killington Section's 
Annual Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on Saturday, 
March 26. Notice the new location at 
the Methodist Church on Williams Street. 
This is your chance to learn more about 
our section's activities and to share in 
its decisions. 

Rob Badger will show slides of a wee c 
long trip to Mt. Katahdin. Refresments 
will be served. 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring 1983 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and hour 
listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike leader or: 
Raymond Catozzi, President, 103 Bellevue Ave., 773-3006; Roma Pulling, Vice-President, 

RFD #2, Woodstock Ave., 773-6997; or W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas., RFD 1, Chasanna Dr., 
775-1494. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Mar. 26 
(Sat.) 

7:00 P.M. 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING followed by slide 
show and refreshments. Methodist Church, Williams 
Street. Don't miss it! 

Apr. 9 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

Mystery CAVE TRIP, suitable for beginners. Bring flash- 
lights and o^d clothes. 2 mi. 

Rob & Sue Carey, 773-3269 

Apr. 16 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

WORK PARTY at Minerva Hinchey Shelter, Cuttingsville. 

Mark Krebs, 773-4116 

Apr. 24 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 A.M. 

MAURI WINTTURI MEMORIAL HIKE at one of his favorite 
spots. Gulf Shelter to Luce's Lookout on the Appa- 
lachian Trail, North Bridgewater. 3 mi. , moderate. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

May 7 
(Sat.) 

8:00 A.M. 

NORTH POND, Chittenden. Extremely difficult, 6 mi. 
For info, call 775-3361 

Mike Shortsleeves 

May 15 
(Sun.) 

9:00 A.M. 

HISTORICAL HIKE at Mt. Independence, 3 mi., easy. 

Jim Griffin, 773-3463 

May 21 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

KILLINGTON SECTION WALK-THROUGH. In teams cover as 
much of our section as possible, assess winter damage 
and do minor maintenance. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

Hay 28 
(Sat.) 

May 27-30 
(Fri . -Mon . ) 


GMC ANNUAL MEETING, Norwich University, Northfield. 

We need more people representing our section. 

Camping, hiking, entertainment, dinner by reservation 
for all members. See Feb. LT News for details and 
registration blank. 

June 4 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

MT. ASCUTNEY, Windsor, via Weathersf ield Trail past 
Crystal Cascade. 5 mi. , moderate. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

June 5 
(Sun.) 

10:00 A.M. 

BIKE TRIP, Proctor, Pittsford area. Meet at parking 
lot at College of St. Joseph the Provider. 36 mi. 

Rob Badger, 773-3777 

June 10-12 
(Fri. -Sun.) 


END-TO-END backpacking trip, Appalachian Gap to Rte. 
2. Phone leader for details. 

Rob Carey, 773-3269 

June 18 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

MYSTERY NATURE HIKE, easy, low mileage 

Sue Carey, 773-3269/Carol Chapman, 775-3545 

June 26 
(Sun. ) 

8:30 A.M. 

TACONIC CREST TRAIL, Pownal to Mass. Rte. 2, moder- 
ate, 7.8 miles. Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 


AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR 
EXPENSES WHEN THERE IS A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO THE HIKING AREA. 




killington section, gmc 

132 MAPLE STREET 
RUTLAND. VERMONT 0570J 


M [ S ’ R ° bert Perk fns 
^012 Lebanon Rd. 

Charlotte, NC 28212 
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EAST MT. VIA TENNEY BROOK AND 
THE DUG WAY 
by Ray Catozzi 
March 6, 1983 

If you were looking for an 
article on skiing or snowshoe- 
ing from Bellevue Ave. Ext. to 
the Post Road, you will have to 
wait a year or so. The mild 
winter we've all enjoyed has 
melted what snow we needed for 
such a venture, so the scene 
was shifted to another area 
close by, but one that your 
leader knew would be more pic- 
turesgue. 

As it turned out we were 
walking in crusty snow, and 
following some other previous 
hiker's frozen footsteps most 
of the trip up til lunch time. 

It was a morning of brilliant 
sunshine (can’t figure my luck 
on this one) and warming temper- 
a tures. 

Starting from a point on Rt . 

4 east of Rutland, and opposite 
Santa Land, up a road leading to 
the so-called Mead Castle, we 
all enjoyed easy bare road walk- 
ing. A short side trip brought 
us in sight of the castle built 
by Janet and Brad Mead in the 
late thirties, just before they 
started the Pico Ski Area, and 
gave birth to their daughter 
Andrea Mead (Lawrence), as many 
of you will remember, became the 
first American girl skiier to 
win 2 gold medals in Olympic 
Skiing in 1952. 

Continuing along a flat be- 
low the castle, through which 
flows Tenney Brook, we picked 
up the Dugway Road which wound 
its way steeply uphill, above a 
sharp steep cut in the mountain 


slope. Below, in the cut, Tenney 
Brook takes a spectacular splashy 
tumble in the summertime. But 
even though the valley below was 
bare and warming, up there winter 
ice blanketed and muted the falls. 

Above the cut, the brook 
and road leveled off and wandered 
slowly uphill, in a now southerly 
direction, on the east side of 
the ridge. The walking in about 
4 inches of snow became very easy 
arid most enjoyable. 

At the point where Tenney Brook 
and its adjoining wood road start- 
ed bearing south-east, we turned 
right onto another wood road that 
soon led to the crest of the ridge, 
with a limited but nice overlook 
of the northern half of Rutland. 
Here we built a fire and had a 
very enjoyable lunch, sitting on 
bare logs and rocks in the warm- 
ing sun. 

Soon a few started back, while 
your leader led the rest further 
up the road, and up the ridge 
looking for a certain large bould- 
er he had spotted up on a knob on 
a lone trip last November. We 
never found it so we returned and 
soon caught up with the first 
bunch. Along the way out we 
picked hobble-bush to force the 
bloom at home, a first for a few 
of the group. 

Going on a different road ftom 
the flad below the castle, we soon 
came out on the Town Line Road. 
Coffee, donuts, and pleasant con- 
versation awaited us at the Pul- 
ling’s house. A great day with 
a good group of people. 

Because Jake Sherman was unable 
to type this issue of Smoke and 
Blazes , Roma Pulling, Nancy Sugar- 
man and Cynthia Roberts graciously 
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agreed to do the typing. A hearty 
thank you to you ladies for mak- 
ing this issue possible for our 
readers! (The typists reported, 
"This experience makes us realize 
how much we appreciate Jake.",) 

SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY - A DIARY 
by Roma Pulling - Coordinator/ 

Hostess 

Tues., March 8, 1983 - It rained 
yesterday and is forecast to rain 
off and on for the next few days. 

I got uneasy about gathering snow 
for out sugar-on-snow party set 
for Saturday, the 12th, as the 
ground is bare here. What will 
several days of rain do to the 
snow cover even on the mountain? 
Alfred and I drove to the end of 
Robinwood, filled three plastic 
bags with snow and stored them in 
our freezer. The snow was crusty 
but still quite deep. 

Friday, March 11 - It has 
rained some every day, but the 
forecast for tomorrow is for a 
cold blustery day with snow flur- 
ries. Shouldn's be too bad either 
for getting here for the party or 
for parking. 

Sat . , March 12 - What a shock 
when I got up to see the ground 
blanketed with snow and heavy 
snow still falling! Churchill 
hiked over from Chasanna Drive to 
deliver the two gallons of syrup. 
The driving on the road past out 
house was pretty bad for a while 
in the morning with a bus and 
several cars temporarily unable to 
make the grade. Probably city 
slickers with summer tires! Janet 
got here at 11s 30 and started boil- 
ing syrup. A little past 1 p.m. 

Rob and Sue arrived to help set 
up chairs and tables and fold nap- 
kins. With all the fresh snow 
outside, we decided not to use the 
stuff from the freezer, and the 
Careys filled the plastic boxes 
with the new snow. 

I was pleased that 17 people 
(counting ourselves) actually got 


here. By afternoon driving had 
improved, but we were disappoints* 
that Carol got stranded in Rut- 
land. Ray was late again but 
had an excuse this time. He skied 
up over the track he would have 
used for the March 6 hike - if we 
had had the foot of snow a week 
earlier . 

The food was delicious. Lao 
Vang, a guest of the Martins, had 
his first sugar-on-snow and seem- 
ed to like it. Rob Badger showed 
us slides of Mt . Katahdin and a 
few added attractions - an unex- 
pected treat. 

Sun., March 13 - In retrospect 
I think the party was a success. 

We really appreciated the help, 
especially Janet’s with the boil- 
ing and Rob's entertainment. Thai 
added a new dimension to the pro- 
gram. I 'm already looking for- 
ward to next year's party. 

NEW BRIDGE OVER COLD RIVER 

During the "Walk-through" those 
who hiked the section between 
Governor Clement Shelter and Low- 
er Cold River Road found that to 
cross the stream it was necessary 
to get at least one foot wet. 
Consequently the recommendation 
for a bridge was made. 

Anxious to resolve the problem 
and not finding any other volun- 
teers for the job, Ttail$ and Shel- 
ters Chairman, Steve Pulling, and 
A1 Pulling did the work themselved 
on Sunday, June 5. 

Three cheers for you, Steve 
and Al! When we cross the bridge 
we'll think of you and thank you 
for our dry feet. 



GLEN DAM 

by Virginia Young 
March 20, 1983 

On a nice bright Sunday morning 
about a dozen members of the Killing- 
ton Section and friends walked up the 
penstock to Glen Dam. Next we came to 
one of the early reservoirs used for 
the city water supply. 

Nearby was a larger body of water 
used as a reserve while the main water 
supply dam was being cleaned. Finally 
we came to the present reservoir 
which was a beautiful sight in a beau- 
tiful spot. 

A side trip took us up Mendon 
Brook to the chlorine house and to 
where we could see the bridge on Mea- 
dow Lake Drive. 

From here Pres. Raymond Catozzi, 
having spent many years camping, hik- 
ing, picnicking, and fishing in this 
area, led the group. 

Following one of the pipe lines we 
continued cross country to a lunch 
spot. From there we passed the town 
dump and the ball field and soon re- 
turned to Chasanna Drive. 

Again it was good to see a number 
of new faces. 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
by Ray Catozzi 
March 26, 1983 

This once a year gathering of the 
membership was held in the Methodist 
Church, with one of the largest turnouts 
we have had in years, 33. All were 
members with the exception of five 
guests. 

Guests included Preston Bristow of 
the big "0" section in Woodstock, 
along with his wife and child, Ann 
Reynolds of Springfield, who wrote 


such a nice Rutland Herald article of 
our winter campout in Merck Forest, 
and Harry Peet, GMC's executive dir- 
ector from Montpelier. Harry is a mem- 
ber of the Killington Section, but we 
treat him like a guest. It’s no big 
deal — he's a member of all the GMC 
sections! 

The usual reports of Treasurer, 
Churchill Scott, 23 years at the post, 
our director Rob Carey, and all the 
other committees were presented. Com- 
mittee chairmen had been doing great 
work in their particular areas: Roma 

Pulling for Outings, Winnie Shambo 
for Publicity, Carol Chapman for 
Smoke & Blazes, and Steve Pulling for 
Mark Krebs on the Trails & Shelter 
Committee. 

Of particular interest was Roma's 
report of increased overall attendance 
on our outings, due partly to the 
larger number of outings scheduled 
now; one nearly every weekend. We 
think this also is reflected in our 
increased membership, which now 
stands just short of 100. It's been 
many years since the KS has numbered 
more than 100. 

The KS Slide Collection was men- 
tioned, its whereabouts pinpointed. 

This collection has had many personal 
additions by Janet and Jack Martin, 
the most recent collection caretakers. 

A committee will be formed in the near 
future to update and round out the 
collection, making it suitable for 
public showing. 

Some recent changes in KS dir- 
ectors were announced and confirmed by 
the membership. According to KS by- 
laws, vacancies in directors are filled 
by the remaining directors subject to 
approval by the membership. John 
Lepinski's and Mark Kreb's resigna- 
tions left two openings which were 
filled by Olga Laird and John Hughes. 

Sue Carey is our new Long Trail 
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News reporter. 

Harry Peet brought us up to date 
on the negotiations between the GMC, the 
Sherburne Corp. , and the National Park 
Service concerning an easement for a 
relocated Long Trail section between 
Gov. Clement Shelter and Cooper Lodge. 
Preston Bristow also added his comments 
on the same theme as well as other de- 
velopments in his job as Park Service 
Coordinator in the Appalachian Trail 
Preservation Project. 

Three directors were re-elected to 
3-year terms, Churchill Scott, Ray 
Catozzi, and Rob Carey, and during a 
recess of the regular meeting the 
directors elected Ray Catozzi President, 
Rob Badger Vice President, Olga 
Laird Secretary, Churchill Scott 
Treasurer, and Rob Carey GMC Director. 

During the refreshments which 
followed the meeting's adjournment, 
some people renewed acquaintance with 
each other after a year's absence. 


MYSTERY CAVE TRIP 
by Rob & Sue Carey 
April 9, 1983 

We went to Nickwacket (Old Bat) 
Cave, located on the northwest slope of 
Chaffee Mountain in Chittenden. Despite 
no advertising in the newspaper, fif- 
teen people came on the trip including 
several new people. We hiked about a 
mile to the cave along an old dirt road. 
This cave is unusual for a small cave 
because it has three entrances. Inside 
we split into 2 groups to make exploring 
easier. Everyone (including Pinon 


Badger) went at least partway into the 
cave. Those who continued on their 
bellies through a moderately tight 
crawlway were rewarded by seeing some ex- 
cellent flows tone (water-deposited lime- 
stone). There were several other in- 
teresting tight squeezes and hands and 
knees crawlways. Besides the occasional 
human and canine visitors there are some 
real cave dwellers. We saw several bats 
hanging upside down from the ceiling and 
daddy-long-legs crawling on the walls. 

It was still early after we had 
explored the cave and eaten lunch so 
most of us climbed Chaffee Mountain. 

It was a steep bushwhack to the top and 
seemed steeper on the way down. From 
the top there were good views of Killing- 
ton and Pico Peaks. 

If there is continued interest in 
spelunking in the club perhaps we could 
schedule a fall trip to one of the larger 
caves in our area. 


WORK PARTY 
by Becky Pulling 
April 16, 1983 

"Here goes!" eleven GMC members ex- 
claimed as they set out on the foot path 
to Minerva Hinchey Shelter. 

Armed with rakes, saws, hammers, 
and chisels, garbage bags, and shovels, 
all were intent on cleaning up unwanted 
debris around the shelter. 

It had already been determined that 
having woodstoves in the shelter carried 
a danger of fire burning the wooden 
structure itself. The first decision 
was to merely remove the stove out of 
the shelter. Well, folks, three stoves 
later, it was decided that the best way 
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to stop the mysterious person from put- 
ting the stoves there was to dismantle 
the cinderblock chimney. The chimney 
had many cracks which made it hazardous. 
Various calls could be heard by Rob 
Badger and Steve Pulling, such as, 
"Cinder block, anyone?" "Going once, go- 
ing twice." "Look out below...!" "Tim- 
ber!" "Crash!" 

The leaves and dead wood were raked 
into a pile and burned. A human chain 
was formed to load up the cinder blocks 
onto a four-wheel drive truck to be 
hauled away. Saws could be heard cut- 
ting the bigger logs into smaller sizes 
to be taken to the fire. The doors of 
the shelter were removed to discourage 
vandalism. 

After all the hustle and bustle 
was through, someone hollered, "Lunch 
time, you guys, anyone hungry?" Upon 
surveying the site, one could conclude 
that the shelter and its grounds were as 
close to being "squeaky clean" as dirt 
and grass could be. All eleven sat 
down to what I'd say was a well-deserved 
lunch. 


MAURI WINTTURI MEMORIAL HIKE 
by Stephen Pulling 
April 24, 1983 

We all know how much time Mauri 
spent in the Gulf Shelter - Luce's Look- 
out area of North Bridgewater, but I 
think even Mauri would have stayed in his 
yellow Volkswagen on the day of this hike. 
However, the cold temperatures, heavy 
rain, fog, and knee-deep wet snow didn't 
stop seven brave (?) hikers from trying 
to wallow up to Luce's Lookout. 

Because of the weather, I was very 
surprised to meet four other people at 
the fire station ready to hike. Rob and 
Sue Carey, Winnie Shambo, Anna Nyiri, and 
I piled into Rob's car and rode to Wood- 
stock where we met Bob Cochran and Janet 
Farley from the Ottauquechee Section. The 
ride from Woodstock to the A.T. was the 
last we saw of any dry clothes. 

The short walk to Gulf Shelter wasn't 


bad although we were all pretty damp. Af- 
ter scaling Cobb Hill we encountered knee- 
deep wet snow which only devoted hikers 
would push themselves through. After 
sloshing down the back side of Cobb Hill 
we came upon a plowed dirt road which we 
followed for about 200 yards until the 
trail turned off to the left. We stopped 
to make a decision about climbing Luce's 
Lookout and not seeing any view because 
of the fog and rain, or returning to Gulf 
Shelter for lunch. Of course we made the 
latter choice and returned to the shelter 
for lunch and fellowship. 

So ends a wet, soggy saga. Let's 
schedule this hike later in the season 
next year. 


NORTH POND 
by Roma Pulling 
May 7, 1983 

From the time I saw North Pond in 
Chittenden on the topo map, it held a 
kind of mystique for me, as though North 
and South ponds were a set and my ex- 
ploration wasn't complete until I had seen 
both of them. 

I had first seen South Pond twenty 
years ago. Then on May 7 I was able to 
satisfy my curiosity when I hiked to North 
Pond with seven other people. The day 
was a real rarity in this season of 
gloom — a warm, sunny interlude. 

On a brief stop at South Pond after 
climbing the trail from Lefferts Pond, 
someone asked if we wanted to see a 
"$150,000 house". This had to be a joke, 
right? WRONG! They led us to a place 
just up the hill from the pond that must 
have been really lovely once but has been 
abandoned by the owner and trashed by 
squatters. It was really sad to see such 
senseless destruction. 

North Pond is slightly smaller than 
South Pond but picturesque and quiet. Ice 
lingered on one side the day we were there. 
Our leader, Mick Shortsleeves, and Steve 
Pulling tried fishing, without success. 

In spite of its location, seemingly re- 
mote from established trails, the usual 
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litter showed that the world had beaten a 
path to its shore. 

After lunch at the pond, we took a 
different route on the way back which 
seemed a little easier than the "extreme- 
ly difficult" approach, although with my 
terrible sense of direction I wouldn't be 
able to find either one again. With a 
little luck, I can join another guided 
tour to this spot, because it really 
does warrant repeating. 


MOUNT INDEPENDENCE HIKE 
by J. E. Griffin 
May 15, 1983 

Despite the early morning rains, a 
small group of enthusiastic hikers 
turned out: Rob and Sue Carey, Sue 

Thomas, Anna Nyiri, and myself departed 
from the Fire Station and picked up Ruth 
Gibbud and her neighbor's son, Steve, in 
Fair Haven. 

We began our hike along the western 
ledge of Mount Independence and made one 
or two stops at locations where Indians 
had quarried the quartzitic and flint- 
resistant rock for the forming of pro- 
jectile implements. A lot of chips were 
observed and young Steve did find one 
good projectile point. 

We continued our hike along the 
northern ridge and came down to a small 
bay. Along the way the ladies found many 
varieties of wild flowers and we also 
observed a dead cow and one other animal 
which none of us could identify. 

At the northern-most tip of Mt. In- 
dependence we looked across the lake to 
Fort Ticonderoga and then hiked along 
the eastern perimeter of the mountain 
looking at some of the historic markers, 
trails, and encampment foundations. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION WALKTHROUGH 
by Stephen Pulling 
May 21, 1983 

If I had to sum up the 1983 Killing- 
ton Section walkthrough in one word, it 
would be "fantastic". The weatherman 
predicted rain for the weekend (what 
else is new?), but he was wrong for 
once, thank goodness. You people of 
the Killington Section pulled through 
and did a great job cleaning up our 
section for the onslaught of hikers to 
come. 

Most hikers don't appreciate the 
hard work it takes to maintain a section 
of trail such as ours. I know you people 
that made the effort to go out and saw 
limbs, prune branches, toss brush, tug 
on heavy logs, and haul garbage from our 
five shelters are the people who cherish 
our lovely section of trail. From deep 
down in my heart I want to thank the 17 
people who gave up a little of their 
time on this one nice weekend to help 
accomplish this important task. 

Here is a list of the people and 
the section of trail they cleared: 

George Reynolds and John Daily, Route 140 
to Minerva Hinchey; Sue Thomas, Becky and 
Steve Pulling, Minerva Hinchey to Route 
103; Carol Chapman, John and Emma Hughes, 
lower Cold River Road to Gov. Clement; 

A1 and Roma Pulling, Gov. Clement to 
Cooper; Rob and Carolyn Badger, Cooper 
to Route 4; Rob and Sue Carey, Pico Camp 
to Route 4. 

My very special thanks go to brand 
new members Ira, Irene, and Lorraine 
Hawley who cleared from Route 103 to the 
lower Cold River Road earlier in the week 
Ira even made a special trip to clean out 
our neglected garbage can near the Lot- 
tery Road. 

We also should recognize the Sher- 
burne Corporation for free passes up 
their chairlift. Roma, Al, Carolyn and 
Rob Badger rode the chairlift to the 
summit on Sunday, May 22nd. This saved 
many hours of hiking time that we used as 
trail clearing time. It is really nice 
being the Trails & Shelters Chairman for 
a super bunch of people. You are the one: 
who made this walkthrough so successful. 
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BEST SUPPORTING ROLE 
by Jack Crowther 

Trivia Question: Who won the academy 

awards for best supporting roles in 1972? 
Answer: Cloris Leachman for "The Last Pic- 

ture Show" and Joel Gray for "Cabaret". 

Question: Who should have won? 

Answer: In my opinion, the award for 

best supporting role in a dramatic pro- 
duction should have gone not to a person 
but to a tent — our tent. 

On a night in early June 1972, our blue 
and yellow umbrella tent withstood the 
storm that flooded Rapid City, South Dakota, 
the worst flood in the U.S. in over 30 
years in terms of lives lost. 

Frankly, our intrepid tent didn't keep 
my wife and me dry. Rain swirled in around 
the flap like attacking hornets and doused 
us. But blown and battered by everything 
mother nature had to offer, our tent held its 
ground and gave us a measure of protection. 

We had been stranded in Custer, S.D., 
about 30 miles southwest of Rapid City 
near the Wyoming border. We were headed 
leisurely back to Vermont after a camping 
vacation as far west as Colorado when the 
timing gear on our car broke. Until then, 

I didn't know such a part existed. And 
it's not the sort of item stocked by your 
local mechanic in a place like Custer, 
which had a population then of around 1600. 

My recollection of the place is of a 
short main street with a few businesses and 
an Indian who would ride his horse up and 
down the road listening to a transistor radio. 

I considered us lucky to find a mechanic 
who was able to diagnose the problem. But 
sending away for a part and having the work 
done involved a wait of a few days. 

We were staying in a place called 
Flints tones Bedrock City & Campground, in- 
spired, if you could call it that, by the 
Stone Age characters of Fred Flintstone and 
family. You might describe it as mock 
primitive camping. Despite the prehistoric 
theme, the place had showers, flush toilets, 
a playground and hookups for trailers. 

But when the storm broke, there wasn't 
much civilization between us and the ele- 
ments. Thunder, lightning, wind, rain 
battered us in an elemental outrage. 

I think we would have been more 
comfortable in the campground showers, even 
with the showers turned on. But our car was 
gone and I think we wanted to stay with our 


gear and keep it from blowing into the 
next county. 

We survived the night and so did our 
tent, and I'll always be impressed that 
it held up under the stresses of the 
night. Since then, we haven't done much 
camping — one night at Half Moon State 
Park with the kids. We erected the tent 
once in the back yard and loaned it once 
to friends. 

You might say the old tent made its 
last tough stand in Custer — and won. 


GMC ANNUAL MEETING 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
by Rob Carey 
May 28, 1983 

At least five section members at- 
tended part of the annual meeting in 
Northfield. Members enjoyed the oppor- 
tunity to purchase books from Mauri 
Wintturi's collection at very reasonable 
prices. 

The club's financial position is 
stable. Last year ended with a $132 
surplus. The budget for this year is 
over $112,000. 

The Sherburne Corporation negotia- 
tions were discussed for about an hour. 

No action was taken. No one is satisfied 
with the Park Service agreement that the 
GMC helped negotiate, but Harry Peet , 

Jim Wilkison (then GMC president) and 
the Executive Advisory Council all feel 
it was the best that could be arrived at. 
No other organizations volunteered to 
help with legal costs for an appeal of the 
Act 250 permit for the ski trail at 
Tamarack Shelter. The agreement allows 
eight ski trails 35 feet wide to cross 
the Long Trail in 1.2 miles. A lift 
crossing 200 feet wide as well as other 
development are also permitted. Some 
members of the Board of Directors incor- 
rectly interpreted the action taken in 
September as requiring final approval of 
any agreement by the Board. 

A draft of the Long Trail management 
plan was presented. Input can be made 
until August 1st. It will be acted on 
by the GMC Board in September. 

Preston Bristow was elected President 
and Neil Giroux was elected Vice Presi- 
dent. An auditor has not yet been hired. 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer 1983 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader; Raymond Catozzi, President, 103 Bellevue Ave. , 773-3006; Rob Badger, Vice 
President, 43 Gloria Avenue, 773-3777; Olga Laird, Secretary, Chasanna Drive, 773-7448; 
or W. Churchill Scott, Treasurer, RFD 1, Chasanna Drive, 775-1494. 

DATE HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT 


June 29 
(Weds. ) 

5:30 

PM 

DEER LEAP, Sherburne. Meet at Sherburne Pass, eat supper 
and watch the sun go down. 3 mi., steep. 

Rob & Carolyn Badger, 773-3777 

July 6 
(Weds. ) 

6 PM 


SUPPER HIKE, White Rocks picnic area, Wallingford. 

Churchill Scott, 775-1494 

July 9 
(Sat . ) 

9 AM 


WORK PARTY, Pico Camp. Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

July 10 
(Sun. ) 

10 AM 

BELMONT area, 3 mi. , easy. 

Anna Nyiri, 775-1789 

July 15-17 
(Fri.-Sun. ) 



END-TO-END for experienced backpackers, Rt. 108 to Rt. 2. 
Difficult, 22.5 mi. Phone for details. 

Rob & Sue Carey, 773-3269 

July 23 
(Sat.) 

9:30 

AM 

CHIPMAN POND, Tinmouth, following old roads. 3 mi., easy 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 

July 31 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 

AM 

MYSTERY HIKE, 3 mi., moderate. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

Aug. 6 
(Sat.) 

9 AM 


PLYMOUTH CAVES, suitable for all ages. Bring old clothes 
and flashlights. Rob & Sue Carey, 773-3269 

Aug. 14 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

AM 

KILLINGTON PEAK following old carriage road, visit 
Churchill Scott in the tower. Mod., 7 mi. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

Aug. 20-28 



GMC INTERSECTIONAL, Camp Thorpe, Goshen. Come for a day 
or a week. See LT NEWS for details. 

Sept. 10 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 

AM 

MYSTERY CANOE TRIP. Reservations required. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

Sept. 17-18 
(Sat. -Sun. ) 

8:00 

AM 

STRATTON MT. and GROUT POND. Climb Mt . with day packs, 
visit Winnie at her caretaker station. 5 mi., moderate. 
Overnighters will backpack two miles to the pond. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

Sept. 25 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

AM 

ABBEY POND and COBBLE CAVES, 5 mi. , moderate. Wear old 
clothes and bring flashlights. 


Rob & Sue Carey, 773-3269 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS CON- 
SIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND REPRESENT ROUND 
TRIPS. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR HIKE LEADER. 


Badger , Robert & Carolyn 
Barber, David & Audrey 
Bates, Rebecca 
Bequaert, Frank 
Blaskovich, Mrs. Wm. 
Blittersdorf , John 
Bryant, Harriot 
Cahee, Hedrick 
Carey, Robert & Sue 
Catozzl , Raymond 
Chapman, Carol 
jCharland, Rachael 
j Conlon , George 
Crowther, John 
Culvert, Harry 
Dagg, Thomas R. Jr. 

Daly, John 

Dicton, Joseph, Sr. & Jr. 
i Donahue, Bernard 
Dube, Ray & Janet 
Dube, Nancy & Patricia 
jFrink, Helen 
iFrink, James 
iGriffin, James 
Hawley, Ira & Irene 

I Howard , John 
Hughes, John & Emma 
Johnson, David 
Kasprzak, Patricia 
iKirk, Dorothy (Mrs. Geo. 
Kraus, Joseph 
| Laird , Olga 
Lepinski, John 
Maier, F.lsie 
Martin, John & Janet 
lausolff, Anne 
lurphy, Patricia 
Sadler, Krissy 
iewton, Doris 
foyes, Patricia 
luffurt, John 
'lyiri, Anna 
Ogden, Herbert 
Q'Hara, Mary Jane 
Partridge, Charles 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Perkins, Craigue 
[perkins, Robert & Thelma 
perkins, Vera 
Pulling, Alfred & Roma 
Pulling, Steve 
Reynolds, George 
Rogers, Harold 
Russell, Ellen 
Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 
Scott, W. Churchill 
Shamho, Winnie 


CMC 

KILLINCTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
MAY, 1983 

43 Gloria Drive 
P.0. Box 1097 
Spring Lake Ranch 

44 Bertwell Road 
P.0. Box 367 
North Main St. 

P.0. Box 131 

179 Onion St. 

43 Evergreen Ave. 

103 Bellevue Ave. 

39 East St. 

120 South 200 West, if 307 
RD#2, Sunset Acres 
249 Lincoln Avenue 
RD//2, Plains Road 
1 Eastview Court 
22 Engrem Avenue 
RD#1, Sugarwood Hill Road 
50 Edgerton St. 

Post Road Ext. 

Post Road Ext. 

10 Elm St. 

60 Litchfield Ave. 

81 Lincoln Ave. 

RD#2, Woodstock Ave. 

10598 Jason Court 
18 Ronaldo Court 
3922 Elmwood Ave. 

110 Park Ave., Apt. if 5 
L.) 8 East Washington St. 

Robinwood Development 
RD#1 , Chasanna Drive 
63 Pleasant St. 

280 Fort Washington Ave. 

Curtis Ave. 

RD#1 

45 Deer Run Road 

1 Pleasant Heights 
26 r Boutwell Road 
49 Terrill St. 

453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 
77 Norwood Ave. 

68 Main St. 

49 Warner Ave. 

62 Ormsbee Ave. 
c/o Woodstock Stage 
4812 Lebanon Road 
242 South Main St. 

RD//2, Woodstock Ave. 

Post Road 
8 Hillcrest Road 
223 Adams St. 

33 Thayer St. 

1651 Claybourn Circle 
RD# 1 , Chasanna Drive 
142 Dorr Drive 


Rutland, VT 05701 
Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
Cuttingsvllle, VT 05738 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Dearborn, MI 48121 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Dorset, VT 05251 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Randolph , VT 050b0 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Columbia, MD 21044 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Erie, PA 16509 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Killington, VT 05751 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
New York, NY 10032 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Chester, VT 05143 
Wilton, CT 06897 
West Rutland, VT 05777 
Andover , MA 01810 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Newton Ctr. , MA 02159 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Providence, R1 02906 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Char land, Rachael 
Conlon, George 
Crowther, John 
Culvert, Harry 
Dagg, Thomas R. Jr. 

Daly, John 

Dicton, Joseph, Sr. & Jr. 
Donahue, Bernard 
Dube, Ray & Janet 
Dube, Nancy & Patricia 
Frink, Helen 
Frink, James 
Griffin, James 
Hawley, Ira & Irene 
Howard, John 
Hughes , John 6 Emma 
Johnson, David 
Kasprzak, Patricia 
Kirk, Dorothy (Mrs. Geo. L.) 
Kraus, Joseph 
Laird, Olga 
Lepinski , John 
Maier, Elsie 
Martin, John & Janet 
Mausolff, Anne 
Murphy, Patricia 
Nadler, Krissy 
Newton, Doris 
Noyes, Patricia 
Nuffort, John 
Nyiri, Anna 
Ogden, Herbert 
O'Hara, Mary Jane 
Partridge, Charles 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Perkins, Craigue 
Perkins, Robert & Thelma 
Perkins, Vera 
Pulling, Alfred & Roma 
Pulling, Steve 
Reynolds, George 
Rogers, Harold 
Russell, Ellen 
Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 
Scott, W. Churchill 
Shambo, Winnie 
Sherman, Jake 
Simmonds, William Jr. 
Sugarman, Nancy 
Thomas , Sue 
Unsworth, Karen 
Vergi, Use 
Valiquette, Thelma 
Valiquette, Ann, John, Mary, 
Thomas 

Walter, Elizabeth 
Weston, Wilbur 
Wilson, Carleton 
Young, Virginia 


120 South 200 West, f/307 
RD#2, Sunset Acres 
249 Lincoln Avenue 
RD#2, Plains Road 
1 Eastview Court 
22 Engrem Avenue 
RD#1, Sugarwood Hill Road 
50 Edgerton St. 

Post Road Ext. 

Post Road Ext. 

10 Elm SL. 

60 Litchfield Ave. 

81 Lincoln Ave. 

RD//2, Woodstock Ave. 

10598 Jason Court 
18 Ronaldo Court 
3922 Elmwood Ave. 

110 Park Ave., Apt. #5 
8 East Washington St. 

Robinwood Development 
RDiSfl, Chasanna Drive 
63 Pleasant St. 

280 Fort Washington Ave. 

Curtis Ave. 

RD# 1 

45 Deer Run Road 
1 Pleasant Heights 
26 Boutwell Road 
49 Terrill St. 

453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 

77 Norwood Ave. 

68 Main St. 

49 Warner Ave. 

62 Ormsbee Ave. 
c/o Woodstock Stage 
4812 Lebanon Road 
242 South Main St. 

RD#2, Woodstock Ave. 

Post Road 

8 Hiilcrest Road 
223 Adams St. 

33 Thayer St. 

1651 Claybourn Circle 
RD#1, Chasanna Drive 
142 Dorr Drive 
48 Morse Place 
18 Terrace Hill 
22 East Center St. #4 
35 Burnham Ave. 

100 South Main St. 

78 East Washington St. 

95 Killington Ave. 

RD#2 

P.0. Box 236 
104 Ashley Rd., Fairview Acres 

9 Harvard St. 

RD#1, Chasanna Drive 


Salt Lake City, DT 84101 


Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Pittsford, VT 05763 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Randolph 

, VT 

05060 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Columbia 

, MD 

21044 

Rutland , 

VI 

05701 

Erie, PA 

16509 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Killingti 

on , 

VT 05751 

Ru 1 1 and , 

VT 

05701 

Ludlow, 

VT 

05149 

New York 

, NY 

10032 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Chester , 

VT 

05143 

Wilton, i 

CT 

06897 

West Rutland 

, VT 05777 

Andover , 

MA 

01810 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Wyckof f , 

NJ 

07481 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Newton Ctr., 

MA 02159 

Ludlow, 

VT 

05149 

Proctor, 

VT 

05765 

Proctor , 

VT 

05765 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Charlotte, NC 28212 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Springfield, 

VT 05156 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 


Providence, Ri 02906 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Chittenden, VT 05737 
Apex, NC 27502 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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MT . ASCUTNEY VIA THE WEATHERS FIELD TRAIL 

by Ray Catozzi 
June 4, 1983 


had reached the top, eaten lunch and were 
on their hurried way back down. See you 
next trip, kids! 


Six stalwarts showed up on a rainy 
Saturday morning, June 4th, ready to hear 
of a cancellation of the day's outing. 
Your leader was determined to go, how- 
ever, rain or no rain 'cause he wanted 
to see the Cascade Falls on this trail. 

Off we went, Steve Pulling, Rob and 
Carolyn Badger with their dog Pinon in 
the younger group, and Anna Nyiri, Bev 
Davis and your leader in the older 
group, hereafter referred to as the 
junior and the senior groups. 


We three seniors finally found the 
top of Mt . Ascutney blanketed with clouds, 
with its small clearing almost completely 
filled in with TV towers and metal build- 
ings. Beyond the installations should 
have been views of the Connecticut River 
Valley to the east and the Green Mountain 
Range to the west, but nothing could be 
seen — a whiteout. Even the tallest TV 
tower's top disappeared into the soup 
above . 

After a quick lunch and look around, 
we started back down. 


The rain had almost stopped as we 
started out of the parking area at the 
trail head, just off Vt. Rte. 131. The 
junior group soon left the senior one 
far behind, as they bolted for the top 
of the mountain. The seniors like to 
think they enjoyed the climb much more 
than the juniors, because they went real 
slow to observe all of Mother Nature's 
reawakening on the forest slopes. Ad- 
mit it, kids, you didn't really stop 
along the way and smell the flowers, did 
you? 


Many, many wildf lowers in bloom made 
the misty day a great success. Starflow 
ers, purple and painted trilliums in 
abundance, violets, and hobblebush in 
lush profusion near the top of the moun- 
tain were all admired and enjoyed. Bad 
weather, or good, early June is a pleas- 
ant time of the year to be in the woods. 
It was particularly nice in that there 
were very few bugs out to bother us on 
this climb of Mt. Ascutney. 


Crystal Cascade on Ascutney Brook 
was one of the reasons for taking the 
Weathers field Trail, and we weren't 
disappointed. Billed as an 84 foot 
high waterfall, I conceded it, indeed, 
was a wonderful sight coming over the 
lip of a sheer cliff, even if the water 
free fell only about 50 of those 84 
feet. The rest was cascading over rock 
breakdown to the pool at the bottom. 
Well worth visiting and photographing, 
which we did. 

Before the senior group was three 
fourths of the way up, the junior group 


PROCTOR-PITTSFORD BICYCLE TRIP 

by Rob & Carolyn Badger 
June 5, 1983 

Rain in the early morning cleared by 
our 10 A.M. departure time, but not soon 
enough to cause potential bikers to make 
other plans for the day. Who wants to 
bicycle in the rain? So we were joined 
by only one other bicyclist, Mary Jane 
O'Hara, who drove up from Ludlow to be 
part of our Pedal Power contingent. 

Our meeting place was the parking lot 
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of St. Joseph the Provider, which allowed 
us to start our trip avoiding Rutland 
City traffic. From St. Joe the Pro, we 
headed along Clement Ave . , crossed Route 
4, then had a leisurely ride along West 
Proctor Road. In Proctor we stopped at 
the Vermont Marble Exhibit where my con- 
nections got us in free. 

After a nice respite we left Proctor 
along North Street taking a route to 
Pittsford that crosses two covered 
bridges, Gorham Bridge and Cooley Bridge. 
From Pittsford we turned left at Keith's 
Store and down Depot Hill. The covered 
bridge at the bottom of Depot Hill is 
closed to vehicular traffic due to 
structural problems, but the weight of 
our bicycles did not make a sway as we 
pedalled through our third covered bridge 
of the trip. 

We passed through Florence and down 
Creek Road to Hadley Farms where we 
stopped for lunch. Dining in the back 
yard, we were joined not only by Dave 
Hadley, occasional attendee at GMC out- 
ings, and his girlfriend Iben Steinsvik, 
but also by Edgar the lamb and Cita the 
baby goat . 

A long lunch in the sun made us re- 
luctant to leave; it also caused us to 
stiffen up a bit. But we climbed back 
on our bicycles, returned to Florence 
along Creek Road, then took the Florence- 
Proctor Road. A long uphill along this 
stretch reminded us that "Vermont ain't 
flat," but it was also along this uphill 
that we saw several Baltimore orioles. 

From Proctor we had planned to travel 
Route 3 back to Rutland, but this was the 
day of the Frank Crowley Memorial Road 
Race which takes place along Route 3, so 
we returned via West Proctor Road, the 
more scenic and less traveled route. 

Pedal Power forever! 

NATURE HIKE 

by Carol Chapman 
June 11, 1983 

"Would you say the stem is hairy or 
hairless?" 

"Will I get sick from eating all these 
wood sorrel leaves?" 


"It doesn't seem like any plant 
should be called false something else. 

It should have a name of its own." 

"If this cherry branch gives off 
cyanide, then why are we smelling it?" 

"What would people say if you told 
them 'This is skunk currant jelly'?" 

These were some of the questions 
raised on our nature hike on Shrewsbury 
Peak . 

The shared knowledge of all the par- 
ticipants and an assortment of field 
guides helped us in our quest to identify 
the plants and animals we observed. 
Several unseen birds were recognized by 
their songs: the white-throated sparrow, 
the oven bird ("Teacher, teacher!") and 
the black-throated blue warbler ("I am 
lazee! ") . 

Sue Carey, hike co-leader, passed 
around a hand lens so everyone could 
examine a variety of insects and a tiny 
brilliant red spider. Sue has a broad 
fund of information about insects and 
other living things which made our hike 
a learning experience for us all. 

Some insects, however, were not so 
welcome. The black flies, as you know if 
you hiked this spring, hatched out in 
swarms. We couldn't decide whether Off, 
Old Woodsman's Jungle Formula, or Citron- 
ella was their favorite. Anna Nyiri 
with her bug net seemed to be the only 
one left in peace. 

More than 20 flowering plants were 
identified. Gold thread, sarsaparilla, 
rose twisted stalk, dwarf ginseng and 
jacks-in-the-pulpit were a few. At that 
elevation spring beauties and other 
flowers usually seen at an earlier date 
were in bloom. 

The hike, listed as an easy one, 
proved not quite so easy for the six who 
decided to continue on to the summit. 
Clusters of painted trillium and views 
of Killington and Mt . Ascutney made the 
climb well worth the effort. 

The nature hike brought satisfaction 
to all — both those who like to inspect 
things along the way and those who were 
out for the exercise. 
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CAMEL'S HUMP BACKPACK 

by Rob Carey 
June 17-19, 1983 

There were six members on this hike . 
Roma, A1 and Steve Pulling, Sue Thomas, 
and Rob and Sue Carey. Difficult but 
fun was the universal assessment of this 
20 mile section of trail, especially with 
the heat and blackflies. I also discovered 
the curative powers of chicken soup. 

We got an early start Friday evening 
and stayed at Birch Glen Camp which we had 
to ourselves. On Saturday we hiked about 
eight miles to Montclair Glen Lodge. We 
shared the shelter with the caretaker, the 
caretaker's friend, and a strong smell of 
creosote put on a month earlier by the 
Annual Meeting work party. After the 
heat and humidity of the day, the evening 
thunderstorm promised clearer views on 
Sunday. 

We had ten miles to hike on Sunday in- 
cluding going over Camel's Hump and 
Robbins Mountain. We had excellent 
views from the Hump, but didn't linger 
with a long day ahead. 

I didn't feel just right when I woke 
up, and got sicker as we hiked from Cam- 
el's Hump. Roma was similarly affected. 

I don't know if we drank contaminated 
water. Fortunately, Thomas' Pharmacy 
was well stocked. I took two Pepto 
Bismal tablets at Honey Hollow and star- 
ted to feel better. We took an hour's 
rest at Wiley Lodge. The combination of 
rest and chicken soup from Thomas' Phar- 
macy really cured me . By Robbins Moun- 
tain I could even enjoy the view! From 
now on, we'll always carry chicken soup! 

DEER LEAP 

by Rob & Carolyn Badger 
June 29, 1983 

The second annual (?) Deer Leap hike 
left from Sherburne Pass on a very plea- 
sant Wednesday evening, after one of 
those perfect summer days that we all 
long for and enjoy. In attendance were 
hikers Winnie & Ted Shambo, Rob & Sue 
Carey, Sue Thomas, leaders Rob, Carolyn 
& Pinon Badger, and Kay Story, who drove 
all the way from Warren just to join us. 


Steve Pulling, Churchill Scott and 
Virginia Young joined us in the parking 
lot, but only for a visit. Steve was 
still working, the dedicated traveling 
salesman always with just one more client 
to see, and Virginia was bringing Chur- 
chill down from the mountain for the 
evening . 

Leaving the parking lot, we headed 
up the Long Trail, passed the Appalachian 
Trail junction, and hiked on to the junc- 
tion with Deer Leap Trail. This trail 
led us over the south peak of Deer Leap 
Mountain, around the west side of Big 
Deer Leap, and finally down to the ledges 
overlooking Sherburne Pass. Here we 
had dinner, tried to identify the sur- 
rounding ridges, and watched the sun set 
behind the Adirondacks. 



as soon as the sun was down, we climbed 
the steep descent to the pass. Along 
the way several of us went into the 
small cave at the base of Deer Leap 
ledges. Sue Carey, alias Cavewoman, 
followed the cave through a narrow con- 
stricture, emerging from further down 
the base of the ledges in the woods be- 
low the trail. 

This is the last trip Carolyn and I 
(and Pinon) will be leading for the GMC, 
at least for a few years, as we head off 
to Virginia. I like mid-week evening 
trips; a nice way to end a summer day. 

So the question is, will there be a 3rd 
annual Deer Leap trip? 

WHITE ROCKS SUPPER HIKE 

by Churchill Scott 
July 6, 1983 

On Wednesday, July 6, our annual 
summer supper outing almost turned into 
a bust. First of all the threatening 
weather and possible thundershower held 
the attendance down to about a dozen. 
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Next when we arrived at the White Rocks 
picnic area Winnie and Ted informed us the 
whole area had been closed that day for 
the protection of the young falcons 
being raised again on the cliff area. 

However, Winnie and Ted led the group 
upstream to a series of falls and cas- 
cades just a short distance off the Kee- 
waydin Trail. 

Returning to the picnic area we en- 
joyed a good hot supper over a fire al- 
ready kindled by our guides. 

Next we took a walk up the Cliff side 
Trail overlooking the White Rocks and 
tumbled talus slopes. A short distance 
beyond the overlook our guides again ex- 
plained the process of raising the fal- 
cons and pointed out their homes and 
even some movements . To tell the truth 
this writer could not see any, but I will 
take the others' word for it. 

ThankSjTed and Winnie 3 from all of us 
for making this outing so enjoyable and 
informative . 


WORK PARTY 

by Rob and Sue Carey 
July 9, 1983 

On Saturday, July 9, seven Killington 
Section members gathered for a work party. 
The work party was originally scheduled 
for Pico Camp, but we forsook the Pico 
Camp outhouse for the Bucklin Trail. 

With tools freshly purchased not more 
than an hour before, we started at the 
Wheelerville Road and worked our way up 
the trail. The trail was cleared and 
reblazed up to Cooper Lodge. Several 
people went to the top to visit Churchill. 
The view from the summit was spectacular 

with Mt. Washington visible in the dis- 
tance . 

The work party participants included 
Joe Dicton, Joe Dicton, Jr., John and 
Emma Hughes, Jake Sherman, and Rob and 
Sue Carey. 


BELMONT AREA 

by Krissy Nadler 
July 10, 1983 

The day couldn't have been better. 
Twelve enthusiastic hikers under the 
leadership of Anna Nyiri set out under 
a clear blue sky with a cool breeze blow- 
ing and warm sunshine. 

First we went up a shady dirt road. 
The continuous trees lining it were most 
welcome as a shield against the blazing 
sun. About three-fourths of a mile up 
this road, we came face to face with a 
herd of curious cattle. There were about 
15 of these cows, and most of them came 
right up to the fence to be petted and 
fed. It was also here that we discovered 



that this was the end of the road. 

So we all turned around and met back 
at the Nyiris' summer cottage. Outdoors 
we relaxed and ate lunch, enjoying the 
beautiful view of Mendon, Little Killing- 
ton, Killington, and Shrewsbury Peaks to 
the north of Star Lake as well as Salt 
Ash Mountain which can be seen to the 
northeast . 

After a leisurely lunch, all 12 of us 
started out on a second hike. This time 
we went in the opposite direction. We 
walked about a mile on a paved road, then, 
taking a turn to the left, continued on 
a dirt road. Someone said we walked 
about two miles, but I don't think it was 
that much. After a few feet on the dirt 
road, it became obvious that a couple of 
the little ones wanted to turn back. So 
Jake Sherman, his two young daughters, 
Deborah, 7, and Rebecca, 4, and Peter 
Nadler, 4, and I turned back. We spent 
the remaining time catching toads, frogs, 
and pollywogs. 

All in all, this proved to be an ex- 
cellent hike. The weather was superb and 
so were the people. Others who partici- 
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pated were John and Emma Hughes, Shirley 
Parker, Sue Thomas, Mary Jane O'Hara, 
and Bernard Donahue. 


MOUNT MANSFIELD BACKPACK 

by Rob Carey 
July 16-17, 1983 

Three hikers , Sue Thomas and Rob and 
Sue Carey, took this hike. This was 
originally planned as a 20 mile trip 
leaving on Friday night. We found out 
that it really would have been a 23 mile 
trip (there is a misprint in the guide- 
book) and we were unable to leave until 
Saturday morning. Accordingly we 
shortened thr trip to twelve miles making 
it a very relaxing, enjoyable hike. 

On Saturday by the time we climbed 
to the Chin, the morning clouds had 
dissipated giving us excellent views. 

With the ranger's binoculars and a 
little imagination we could see Montreal. 
We saw Killington easily with just our 
eyes, but could not see Churchill. 

We were disappointed to find the 
summit station closed having looked for- 
ward to ice cream during the climb. 

After some interesting trail including 
several ladders on the Forehead, we 
reached Butler Lodge by suppertime. 

The Careys made shepherd's pie for the 
main course and Sue Thomas supplied 
dessert in the form of strawberry short- 
cake. From the lodge we had good views 
of the sunset and the lights of Burling- 
ton. We enjoyed talking with the care- 
taker and were her only guests that 
night . 

Sunday's hike was pleasant and un- 
eventful. We passed several beaver 
dams but did not see any beaver. The 
backpack ended at the Lake Mansfield 
Trout Club . We stopped for ice cream 
at a restaurant with a view of the pro- 
file of Mansfield. Afterwards I had 
time for a nap while Sue and Sue walked 
the road through Smuggler's Notch for 
their End-to-End. 

There were two other groups of sec- 
tion members on the Trail this weekend. 
George Reynolds and Roma and A1 Pulling 


finished a week of hiking. Also, Rob 
and Carolyn Badger took a long weekend 
hike . 


CHIPMAN POND 

by Harold Rogers 
July 23, 1983 

1 was surprised that so many were in- 
terested in this hike. The weather was 
good, clear and cool with a light breeze. 
Maybe that was why 20 people showed up. 

About a week beforehand I had gone up 
and checked out the area. I got permis- 
sion to park the cars near the old Rogers' 
farm. My request to walk up a lane to a 
high hill in back of Tinmouth Pond for a 
view of the Tinmouth area was denied be- 
cause of horses in the pasture. I had 
expected about three cars for our trans- 
portation, but there were seven. 

After we arrived at the parking area, 
we proceeded down a very steep stony road 
for about one quarter of a mile to Chip- 
man Lake (Tinmouth Pond). The roads don't 
continue completely around the lake so I 
had asked a couple of residents if we 
could walk around the lake on private 
property and they said we wouldn't have 
any trouble. 

Most of the hike was in woods and 
everyone seemed very impressed by the 
number of camps on the lake as well as by 
the quietness and solitude of the area. 

We also noticed that very few of the 
camps were for sale so everyone was sa- 
tisfied with the area and human popula- 
tion, mostly Vermonters. 

After we got around the lake about 
half the group decided to return to the 
cars for lunch. For extra mileage, the 
rest of us walked out the access road to 
the west which joins the Danby Four Cor- 
ners-Tinmouth Road. We arrived back at 
the cars about 12:30 P.M. and had our 
lunch. We were in back and above the 
lake but we couldn't see it, however we 
did have a good view of the mountains to 
the west. It was a very nice area for a 
picnic. 

The experts (GMC members) guessed 
that we walked about four-and-one-half 
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miles . 

In spite of my pessimistic thoughts 
before the hike, it turned out to be a 
very enjoyable hike. 

PLYMOUTH CAVES 

by Sue Carey 
August 6, 1983 

Sixteen people showed up for this 
outing including several new faces and 
three children. It was a short hike 
from the cars to the caves . The first 
cave was very small — about 100 yards 
long. It contained several rooms and 



some crawlways. The second cave was 
even smaller. The most challenging part 
of the second cave was getting in and 
out of it. The kids really seemed to 
have a good time and anybody else who 
liked to crawl around in dark places 
enjoyed it too. 

We got out of the caves around 11:30 
and decided to visit Plymouth Five Cor- 
ners . I had heard that there was an 
abandoned asbestos mine in the area. 
Supposedly the mine could be reached by 
following a path along a stream. We 
checked several maps and found no in- 
dication of any quarries in the area, 
but tried following some paths anyway. 

We had no luck finding it so we walked 
to the old cemetery. Along the way we 
passed through a field of blueberries. 
They were delicious . While driving out 
of Plymouth Five Corners we saw a blue- 
blazed trail that may lead to the as- 
bestos mine. We'll have to return there 
and explore some more . 


KILLINGTON PEAK 
by Stephen Pulling 
August 14, 1983 

For the second year in a row the 
Killington Peak Hike, the Carriage Road 
Hike, the Go-See-Churchill Hike, or 
whatever you want to call it, was a great' 
success . Some old familiar faces along 
with a few new ones walked up the sur- 
prisingly easy Carriage Road from Brewers 
Corners to the summit of Killington Peak. 

The second annual Carriage Road hike 
required a scouting mission by John 
Hughes and Steve Pulling a few weeks in 
advance to mark the beginning of the road 
which is quite difficult to find. After 
finding the road it is easy to follow al- 
though it was overgrown with brush. For 
this reason a few of us carried saws and 
pruning shears to open the old road up 
a bit. 

Led by Sue Carey, alias "Clippers," 

Rob Carey, John Hughes and Steve Pulling 
cleared a path so everyone else could 
follow at a leisurely pace. Before you 
could believe it we had cleared a path 
right to Cooper Lodge where we found 
some hooting partiers having a grand ole 
time. At the summit we found an onslaughp 
of flatlanders carried up by the gondola 
wearing high heels and their Sunday best. 

After soaking up some of Churchill's 
hospitality, a few of us ventured up the 
fire tower while others were satisfied 
to stay on the ground and enjoy the great' 
views. As the day was relatively clear, 
we could enjoy a panoramic 360 degree 
view of southern Vermont, New Hampshire, 
New York, and Massachusetts including 
Mounts Washington, Monadnock, Ascutney 
and others. 

As soon as a short photographic 
session was completed we broke up into 
three groups to descend the mountain. 

One group took the Bucklin Trail, others 
went back via the Carriage Road, while 
another group took a ski trail to Tama- 
rack Shelter, the Long Trail to Cooper 
Lodge and the Carriage Road to the cars. | 

I hope everyone who went on the hike 
enjoyed it as much as I did. 





MAURI WINTTURI SHELTER DEDICATION 

by Jake Sherman 
August 21, 1983 

About 50 GMCers turned out on a sunny 
afternoon a few weeks ago to mark the 
dedication of the Mauri Wintturi Shelter. 
This will be the official new name of 
the former Gulf Shelter, which is located 
on the Appalachian Trail about two miles 
west of Route 12 north of Woodstock. 

Two contingents joined forces to make 
up the party attending the ceremony. The 
first consisted of people who drove in 
from Vt. 12, lugging the refreshments the 
half mile or so up from the cars. The 
second group consisted of about 18 GMCers 
— mostly individuals attending the Inter- 
sectional at Camp Goshen — who hiked over 
the AT from Stony Brook Shelter. 

Rob & Sue Carey and this writer, rep- 
resenting the Killington Section, were 
part of the hiking group. We had perfect 
weather for the 8-mile eastward trek 
which began in a now-defunct settlement 
known as No Town. Highlights en route 
included the warm juicy blackberries, 
the wildflowers (identified by the en- 
cyclopedic Henry Budgen) and the views 
from Luce's Lookout. Here from north- 
facing rocks below an abandoned fire 
tower our eyes could follow vast sweeps 
of both the Green and White Mountains. 

At the shelter, following some re- 
viving lemonade and cookies , thoughts 
turned to Mauri. Incoming GMC president 
Preston Bristow introduced Doug Tesch- 
ner who offered a moving recollection of 
this long-time GMCer who died in January 
of 1982. Mauri's first loves, said 
Teschner, evoking smiles, were hiking, 
hikers, the state of Vermont, and beer, 
not necessarily in that order. 

As to Gulf Shelter, it had become one 
of Mauri's favorites particularly after 
his heart attack forced him "to learn 
every shelter in Vermont one mile from 
the highway." In his legendary yellow 
bug with the missing passenger seat he 
would often drive up from Fitchburg to 
spend the weekend . For although , said 
Teschner, Mauri had scaled all the major 
mountains (often spending hours waiting 
for just the right light for a photo- 


graph) , he was also at home in "this more 
subtle terrain" and liked to keep a six- 
pack chilling in the nearby brook. 

A swig of beer in a paper cup provided 
an appropriate toast to Mauri. More 
fitting, however, is that his name will 
now be permanently part of the AT system 
and of the state he affirmed was "God's 
country. " 


A FOND FAREWELL 
by Rob Badger 


With fear and trepidation, Carolyn 
and I embark upon a new chapter of our 
lives. In August, we will be moving to 
Blacksburg, Virginia so that I can pursue 
a PhD in geochemistry at Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute. 

The past 4 1/2 years in Vermont have 
been terrific, enhanced considerably by 
hikes with the Green Mountain Club. Our 
first GMC hike was just two weeks after 
moving east, when we accompanied Carl 
Schmidt and crew on the moonlight hike 
to Minerva Hinchey Shelter (still Sunny- 
side at that time) in December, 1978. 

Since then we have hiked into and around 
ponds, up and down mountains, crawled 
through a few caves , backpacked in sub- 
zero weather, and generally experienced 
the outdoors in places and at times we 
would not normally have ventured on our 
own . 

The essence of an outing club is for 
its members to share in the enjoyment of 
its outings, to learn of new places and 
to try new endeavors (winter backpacking!). 
In each category the Killington Section 
of the GMC excels. It has indeed been a 
pleasure to be associated with this 
group of people, and we eagerly hope to 
be associated with a similar outing club 
in Virginia. Blacksburg is only 25 miles 
from the Appalachian Trail, so if any of 
you are down in southwestern Virginia or 
hiking through on the AT, give us a call 
and pay us a visit. We'll be in the 
phone book. 

Our farewells are not final. I am 
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leaving the door open to return to Ver- 
mont Marble/OMYA upon completion of the 
PhD in four years. Even if we do not 
return full time, we will always have 
family ties that will bring us back and 
give us chance to once again join you on 
a hike. 

Happy Trails. 


HELPING HANDS 
by A1 Pulling 

About a month ago, plans were made 
to relocate the outhouse at Gov. Clement 
Shelter. My son Steve and I went down 
with all the necessary tools. We did not 
need jackets, for sure, that day! 

We encountered several good-sized 
rocks while digging. They had to come 
out, or at least we thought so. While 
we were tugging on two good-sized ones, 
two hikers came along and very graciously 
helped us. With the four of us, we got 
them out. These hikers' names were Joe 
Pugana, from Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 
and Tony Parise, from Attleboro, Massa- 
chusetts . 

Thanks again for your help, Joe and 

Tony! 


NEW MEMBERS 


Davis, W. Beverly 
375B West Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Lewis, Bill 
47 Pleasant St. 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Massey, Jim 
RD//2 

Ludlow, VT 05149 


Melosh, Penny, Nick 
& Greg 
Box 236 

E. Wallingford, VT 
05742 

Parker, Shirley N. 
P.0. Box 1627 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Peet, Harry 

113 1/2 Barre St. 

Montpelier, VT 05602 



PADDLING AND PORTAGING 
by Carol Chapman 


I had often thought I'd enjoy an 
Outward Bound experience. This summer's 
GMC excursion, a canoe trip in Ontario's 
Quetico Provincial Park, was a close 
second. The prospect of eleven days of 
canoeing through this wilderness of big 
lakes and spruce woods was more than I 
could resist. 

Early in the morning of July 30th 
24 excited GMC'ers set forth from the 
Essex Junction Amtrak station for the 
first leg of our journey. We ranged in 
age from 31 to 65 and represented a varie - 
ty of occupations, among them secretaries, 
a plumber, teachers, a doctor and nurses 
— people brought together by a mutual 
love of the outdoors and canoe camping. 

The train ride gave us the opportun- 
ity to get acquainted and to view the 
scenery from the Vista Dome car. Our an- 
ticipation grew as we passed lakes Ontario 
and Superior and vast expanses of forests 
and lakes with ducks and loons the only 
visible inhabitants. 

Two days after leaving Vermont as 
we paddled across French Lake, our put- 
in site, we were greeted by a bald eagle 
who swooped low overhead and a pair of 
loons who swam nearby before disappearing 
into the water. 

Two days of canoeing and portaging 
convinced us we needed to separate the 
"men from the boys." Eight of the more 
ambitious and stalwart members of the 
group chose a longer, more difficult 
route . 

I was relieved that we wouldn't have 
to keep pace with them. The remaining 
16 of us traveled a loop of about 60 
miles and made 15 portages. 

Even though I had spent the month of 
July trying to get into condition with 
push ups, aerobic exercise and several 
canoe outings, I found the portaging very 
difficult. In studying the map before the 
trip, those little "P's" (portages) 
dotted along our route looked so insigni- 
ficant, but in reality they were a 
challenge. My portaging practice on a 
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smooth, dirt road on Burton Island was a 
far cry from the rocky, slippery, muddy, 
uneven ground of the portage trails. 

When one of the men offered to carry 
my canoe at the first portage I grate- 
fully said "yes." Even so, the job of 
carrying our packs was a formidable one. 
The food packs , which gradually light- 
ened, started out at 60 to 70 pounds. 

Once , because I couldn * t see the cor- 
duroy road beneath the mud, I sank in up 
to my knee. My canoe partner had to take 
off my pack before I could extract ray 
leg from the mire. 

One weary man, carrying a heavy load, 
commented "How much are we paying to do 
all this work?" 

But the rewards were there to com- 
pensate ... .The families of loons swimming 
close enough to photograph, the tasty 
pickerel caught just before supper, lake 
water pure enough to drink, blueberries 
ripe and ready for picking, the colorful 
carpet of a variety of mosses and lichens, 
day after day of sunny blue skies, fre- 
quent swims to cool off, evening song- 
fests with readings of Robert Service's 
poems, a spectacular display of northern 
lights, and the camaraderie with others 
who share a love of nature. 

By the tracks and droppings we knew 
that moose and bear were present. One 
determined man who arose at five and 
paddled to a clearing was rewarded by 
seeing a cow moose, the only one sighted 
on our trip. 

Mosquitoes, however, were not so 
elusive. You could set your watch every 
evening by the arrival of the 8:30 
battalion. 

The cooperation of everyone in the 
group was vital in portaging, cooking, 
and clean-up and in selecting campsites 
— the last causing the most controver- 
sy. It wasn't always easy to find the 
required number of tenting spaces and we 
learned to be less fussy about the slope 
and rockiness of the ground. 

On August 11th, the final day of our 
canoeing, there were mixed feelings as 
we paddled back across French Lake . We 
were eager for a glass of ice water, a 
cold beer, ice cream, a hot shower and a 


comfortable bed, but sad and reluctant 
to give up the beauty and peace of the 
lake country, the joys of simple living 
close to the earth, and the warm fellow- 
ship we had shared. 


TACONIC CREST TRAIL IN VERMONT, N.Y. & 
MASS. 

by Ray Catozzi 
June 26, 1983 

This is the first time in all the 
many years of leading hikes that I have 
started out from Koltonski Fire Station 
all alone. That's what I said — all 
alone! I was the sole entry this day for 
the Killington Section. 

So what options does a hike leader 
have when there are no hikers to lead? 
Well, he could cancel out, or he could go 
it alone, or he could be lucky as I was. 

I had invited members of the Bennington 
Section to join us on this hike as we 
would be right in their territory, and 
on the night before I called one of them 
to find that two of them were eager and 
ready to go. 

So off I drove to Bennington and then 
to North Pownal, where Donna Kirk of 
Hoosic Falls, N.Y. and Holly Wilson of 
No. Bennington pulled in by the country 
store just as I did. Leaving one car at 
the Hoosic River, we proceeded to Peters- 
burg Pass, doing most of our climbing 
this day by car. 

The Taconic Crest Trail runs about 
30 miles from No. Pownal, Vt. to Berry 
Pond, Mass. We were doing the northern 
7.8 mile segment, with the northernmost 
1 1/2 miles in Vermont. 

The trail had very few ups or downs 
as it followed the ridge north, and many 
views were to be had along the way. One 
to the west overlooked Petersburg, N.Y. 
on N.Y. Rte. 22. To the east views of 
Mount Grey lock, Massachusetts' highest 
mountain, and the greyhound racetrack in 
southwest Vermont were enjoyed. 

A short side trail led down the east 
slope to a sink hole at the base of a 
ledge. Called Snow Hole, it really did 
have snow still, way down at the bottom. 
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But the biggest and most delightful 
surprise of the whole trip was coming 
down off the ridge into Vermont, where 
we hiked through 3/4 of a mile of head- 
high mountain laurel in full bloom. A 
most beautiful sight, one not to be 
easily forgotten. 

So folks, you missed a real good 
one, all that is except one from the 
Killington Section and twice that from 
the Bennington Section. 

MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ray Catozzi 
July 31, 1983 

About 20 hikers showed up for this 
one, which was 19 more than on my Tacon- 
ic Crest trip. I guess a lot of folks 
still like a little mystery in their 
life. Even two visitors to Vermont that 
week joined us for the day. Florence 
and Phil Weiss said they belonged to a 
hiking club in New York City but not the 
G.M.C. 

Where did we go? Over to Sherburne 
on Route 100, then up the Doubleday Mt . 
Road, rather steeply for one half mile 
or so. Then onto an abandoned develop- 
ment road that led, at rather easy 
grades in most places, to just under the 
summit of Wolf Hill, an outlying moun- 
tain of modest height of about 2500 feet. 

At a couple of switchbacks near the 
top of the road, we had nice views of 
Killington and Pico Peaks, just as we 
crossed over the town-county line into 
Stockbridge of Windsor County. This 
line goes right over the top of Wolf 
Hill. 

Berry picking, mostly raspberries, 
was an extra treat , both going up and 
coming down after lunch. Some even 
picked enough to take home, for pies no 
doub t . 

An afterthought to this one is that 
we should have more mystery hikes to get 
the folks out ! 

SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Editor - Carol Chapman; Assistant 
Editor & Typist - Jake Sherman; Illustra- 
tions - Sue Thomas 



POEMS ON FIREWOOD 
by Jack Crowther 

Some of you have probably seen this 
poem by Celia Congreve, but it’s a nice 
one to reread every now and then. Inform 
ative too. 


FIREWOODS 

Beachwood fires are bright and clear 
If the logs are kept a year. 

Oaken logs bum steadily 

If the wood is old and dry. 

Chestnut's only good they say 
If for long it's laid away. 

But ash new or ash old 

Is fit for a queen with a crown of 
gold. 

Birch and fir logs bum too fast — 
Blaze up bright but do not last. 

It is by the Irish said, 

Hawthorne breaks the sweetest bread. 

But ash green or ash brown 

Is fit for a queen with a golden 
crown . 

Elm wood bums like churchyard mould. 
E'en the very flames are cold. 

Poplar gives a bitter smoke. 

Fills your eyes and makes you choke. 

Apple wood will scent your room 
With an incense-like perfume. 

But ash wet or ash dry 

For a queen to warm her slippers by. 


When this was posted on the bulletit 
board at work, a few of the poetically in 
dined added their own wooden verses (pun 
intended) as follows: 


Wood wet or wood dry 
Does it matter to I? 

Just as long as it is wood. 

You bet your booties, it bum good 

This one was titled "Paean to Trees " 
but it has a grudging note to it: 


Oak, pine, fir, beech, birch, poplar, 
elder, alder/ Maple, elm, apple, che 
dogwood, redwood, peach/ Plum pear, 
cedar, hemlock, hornbeam, linden, hi 


You can burn every (expletive deleted 
one of them. 


I'd like to give credit to the authors 
of these lines , but for some reason none 
signed his name. 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Fall 1983 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Raymond Catozzi, Pres., 103 Bellevue Ave., 773-3006; Olga Laird, Sec., 

Chasanna Drive, 773-7448; or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RFD 1, Chasanna Drive, 
775-1494. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Oct. 1 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

GREEN MT., Mt. Tabor, via Long Trail from Black 
Branch. 5 mi., moderate. 

John & Emma Hughes, 775-4078 

Oct. 9 
(Sun.) 

9:00 A.M. 

FALL FOLIAGE hike on Dorset Peak. 6 mi., some 

steep ascents. 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 

Oct. 15-16 
(Sat .-Sun .) 

7:30 A.M. 

END-TO-END, Lake Mansfield Trail to Rt. 2, 17 mi . 
Bring tent. 

Rob & Sue Carey, 

Oct. 22 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

SLACK HILL, Plymouth, 3 mi., easy. For information, 
call 773-6997. 

Oct. 30 
(Sun .) 

8:30 A.M. 

CHATEAUGAY TO RIVER ROAD on the Appalachian Trail, 
7 mi . , moderate . 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

Nov. 5 
(Sat.) 


DORSET CAVE, for experienced spelunkers. MEMBERS 
ONLY. Call for specific instructions. 

Rob & Sue Carey, 

Nov. 6 
(Sun.) 

10:00 A.M. 

ANNUAL VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE, East Mt., Mendon. 
Moderate, 3 mi. 

Joe Valiquette, 773-8745 

Nov. 19 
(Sat.) 

5:00 P.M. 

COVERED DISH SUPPER, Tamarack Notch. MEMBERS ONLY. 
Bring hot dish, salad, or dessert and your own place 
setting. Program. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Dec. 4 
(Sun .) 

9:00 A.M. 

INMAN POND, Fair Haven. 4 mi., easy. 

Churchill Scott, 775-1494 

Dec. 10 
(Sat.) 

10:00 A.M. 

YOUNG'S CAMP, Blue Ridge. 3 mi., moderate. Snow 
shoes, not appropriate for skis. 

Virginia Young, 775-1494 

Dec. 17 
(Sat.) 

6:00 P.M. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE, Clarendon Shelter, 2 mi., easy. 
MEMBERS ONLY. Skis or snowshoes. 

Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Dec. 31 
(Sat.) 

10:00 A.M. 

FREEDLEY QUARRY, Dorset. Third annual ice skating 
party. Ski or snowshoe one mi. to quarry, bring 


skates and lantern. Rob & Sue Carey, 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO THE HIKING AREA.. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR HIKE LEADER. 
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MYSTERY CANOE TRIP 

by Steve Pulling 
September 10, 1983 

For those of you who don't know me, 

I am a sales representative for a local 
concern. Last week we had a sales meet- 
ing which was comprised of many different 
subjects, one being a poorly disguised 
pep talk. During this talk our area 
manager told us, "You have to enjoy your 
job to be good at it, but you must love 
your job in order to succeed." 

I've related that statement to our 
canoe trip: you'd have to love canoeing 
before you could enjoy the trip we took! 

Actually the canoe trip wasn't all 
that bad, but the weather forecast scared 
some people away. 

Sept. 10th was a chilly day, but nine 
of us braved it out and drove to Walling- 
ford where we launched our canoes in 
Otter Creek and headed for Rutland. 

I had figured that the heavy rain 
the night before the trip would raise the 
water level for some good canoeing. 

WRONG! The water was shallow! We did 
almost as much pushing and poling as we 
did canoeing. 

The shallow water did a number on our 
time schedule. We had to pull the canoes 
out of the water at 4:30 P.M. only half 
way to our destination. 

For the nine of us that went (six 
Killington Section, two Breadloaf Sec- 
tion, and one member-at-large), we had 
a good time laughing about the real 
shallow parts and the log jams we had to 
work through. 

The panorama included waterfowl, good 
views of Pico and Killington Peaks, large 
schools of fish, and two crows which were 
noted to be pestering a poor old owl. 


All in all it was a fun trip despite 
the obstacles and chilly weather. 

This year, although 14 people had 
signed up to go, only nine showed up in 
the end. It took a lot of unnecessary 
time, planning and arrangements to trans- 
port the extra canoes. For next year's 
canoe trip it'll be required to pay in 
advance to reserve the canoes so that we 
may spare any one person an inconvenience . 



ABBEY POND AND COBBLE CAVES 
by Rob Carey 
Sept. 25, 1983 

Six hikers came out for this double 
attraction trip. We hiked up to the pond 
at a fairly steady pace, but stopped at 
a bridge with a view of a cascade for a 
while. The first part of the trail was 
all uphill, while the last part was most- 
ly level. During our leisurely lunch at 
the pond we heard other hikers. When 
they arrived I recognized them as Burling- 
ton Section members. They too were on a 
section outing. After hiking back to the 
cars we were ready for the caves. 

Cobble Caves are a short steep 
climb up from the road. The Flatroom 
caves were almost high enough to stand 
up in. Bristol Cave had several small 
crawlways to work through. Only one per- 
son got stuck and we were able to get 
him out. We could go far enough in to be 
completely in the dark when all lights 
were turned off. On the hike down we 
had excellent views of the surrounding 
area. Caves are a lot of fun to visit, 
but I would not like to live in one. 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN 

by John and Emma Hughes 

October 1, 1983 

The weather was cloudy and misty 
when the group of nine hikers met at 
Main Street Park. We drove to the Long 
Trail parking lot on U.S.F.R. //10 in 
Mount Tabor. 

The trail to Little Rock Pond is much 
used and we saw other hikers and fisher- 
men along the way. We went along the 
east side of the pond to the outlet on 
the north end. A small foot bridge 
crosses the outlet and the trail is marked 
by blue blazes for the rest of the way. 

The climb to Green Mountain starts 
here and becomes steep. In some places 
there are open ledges which give views 
to the north and east. We had lunch at 
one of these areas. Cloudy weather 
dimmed the usually bright colors of the 
autumn leaves. After lunch we continued 
the climb to the top. The views were to 
the east where the ledges are. The trail 
then gradually descends down the other 
side through thick softwood trees. 

I think this part of the trail was 
not very old and was very well cleared. 

The blazes seemed far apart when we 
reached the hardwoods and I had to look 
for them even though Rascal seemed to 
know the way. There was one more clear- 
ing near the end of the hike which 
offered a good view of Mt . Tabor. 

The hike turned out longer than es- 
timated and Ira Hawley had a pedometer 
which recorded a few extra miles which 
I hope were enjoyed by all. 


DORSET PEAK 

by Harold Rogers 
October 9, 1983 

The weather looked discouraging on 
the morning of the hike. We would pro- 
bably have had a much larger turnout if 
the sun had been shining. Seven of us 
left the fire station soon after nine in 
the morning. 1 picked up two teenagers 
in Clarendon, one of whom was my grand- 
son. Bob and Sue Carey joined us in 
Wallingford making a total of eleven for 
the hike. 

We drove to Dorset Hollow which is 
south of Dorset Peak. We left our cars 
near the end of the road. 

The first part of the hike was easy 
walking on a log road with very little 
incline for about three-quarters of a 
mile. We were in a wooded area, but the 
leaves hadn't turned at all. 

The road got rougher and steeper. 

The loggers had bulldozed a road nearly 
to the saddle from which we could look 
north and see Danby Four Corners. This 
was very steep walking. The cool, cloudy 
weather was good for walking but poor 
for visibility. At the saddle there is 
a road down to Danby Four Corners and 
another leading east to Dorset Peak. We 
followed the steep Dorset Peak road 
from which we had some good views of 
Danby Four Corners. 

When we came to a small board with an 
arrow burned into it, we turned to the 
path to the peak. It was well traveled 
so we had no trouble following it. We 
were in an area of stunted evergreen 
trees with no view. 

When we reached the top the sky was 
still cloudy. We had hoped to be able 
to signal Churchill Scott on Killington, 
but the weather did not cooperate. The 
sun did break through for a minute, but 
Sue Thomas got to it first and used it 
all. The top of the peak has trees on 
it, but there are some good views of 
other mountains on a good day. 

While we were on our way down the 
sun finally did come out to stay and we 
enjoyed some good foliage views. About 
half way down we had a good look at the 
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rock or mud slide which lies to the west 
of the road. The slide is still bare 
near the top but has some growth near 
the bottom. 

After seven hours we arrived back 
in Rutland at 4:00 P.M., having walked 
about five and one half miles and 
climbed to a 3700-foot elevation. 

A nice hike and lots of fun. 


LAKE MANSFIELD TO JONESVILLE BACKPACK 

by Rob Carey 
October 15-16 

Seven members enjoyed this moderate 
two day hike. They were Roma, A1 , Steve 
and Becky Pulling, Sue Thomas, and Rob 
and Sue Carey. We planned it as a last 
trip of the fall and the weather con- 
firmed those plans. Saturday started 
out cool, almost downright cold with 
the wind at Lake Mansfield. Fortunate- 
ly we had a steady uphill to start to 
warmup. By the time we reached the Long 
Trail at Taylor Lodge it was time for a 
snack. 

During the afternoon's hike we 
passed several areas of beaver activity, 
but didn't see any beaver. We did get 
some good views, including one excellent 
view of our starting point at Lake Mans- 
field. By our afternoon stop at Puffer 
Shelter it had turned colder. So much 
so that it was starting to snow and 
stay on the trees! We pushed on over 
the top of Bolton Mountain and then 
reached the recent relocation. Good 
tent sites are non-existent due to the 
rough ground at that elevation, but we 
found a usable area at about 5:00 P.M. 
Maybe we got less fussy? Although A1 
got a fire going, it was too cold and 
smoky to sit around it long, so we all 
went to bed by 7:30 P.M. 

Sunday morning was cool but comfort- 
able for hiking. At Harrington's view 
it was warm enough for some to take off 
their long johns. We made good time all 
morning as the trail was almost all down- 
hill. We stopped for lunch in a field 
at the Bolton Notch Road. With the sun 
out it was warm and pleasant. Sue 


Thomas brought out the bottle of cham- 
pagne that she had carried to celebrate 
Steve and Becky's anniversary. Steve 
was amazed that she had carried it all 
that time. It was too cold to have it 
Saturday night. 

Later Sunday afternoon we had spec- 
tacular views of Camel's Hump and Robbins 
Mountain. There was still some foliage 
at the lower elevations. We stopped at 
one viewpoint for about 3/4 of an hour 
to fully enjoy it. 

Fall is definitely a good time for 
backpacking, just take along an extra 
sweater. 



SLACK HILL — PLYMOUTH 

by Ira and Irene Hawley 
October 22, 1983 

It was a clear crisp 25 degrees when 
17 enthusiastic hikers met at the park. 
Forty-five minutes later all were fitted 
with packs to start a walk which was not 
billed as having spectacular views. At 
a clear stream Churchill Scott filled 
two gallon jugs which he toted for future 
hot chocolate and coffee. 

At midday we reached a picnic area 
complete with tables and grilles. Soon a 
small but hot fire was burning. A near 
casualty occurred as the wood handle on 
the teapot caught fire. It appeared the 
walk had sharpened appetites and good 
conversation followed. 

It was all downgrade from here. As 
we arrived back at our cars all agreed 
it had been an enjoyable and interesting 
day. Not too long and not too short. 
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CHATEAUGUAY TO RIVER ROAD 

by Churchill Scott 
October 30, 1983 

It was a good day to hike on the 
A.T. and almost 20 folks took advantage 
of the typical fall weather. 

The road above Briggs looks much 
different after a lapse of many years, 
so it took us a bit to find the A.T. 
parking area. A good early start 
enabled us to reach Stony Brook Shelter 
shortly after 11:00 P.M. At this point 
we had come just less than two miles 
and 4.1 to go. 

After negotiating a log crossing 
of a small ravine and after several 
of the party nearly got themselves lost, 
we reached the top of the last ridge 
where we found a good spot to lunch. 
During the final downhill stretch of the 
hike we enjoyed good views of Kent Pond 
and later of Pico and Killington Peaks, 
the latter already snow covered on the 
upper trails. 

At the end of our trip on the River 
Road, while waiting for our cars to be 
picked up at Chateauguay, was perhaps 
the only uncomfortable part of the day, 
for with the sun going down and the 
north wind increasing it had grown 
rather cool. 


COVERED DISH SUPPER 
by Roma Pulling 
November 19, 1983 

Finding something different to write 
about the recurring events on our sched- 
ule, or perhaps a different way of writing 
it, is always a challenge for the report- 
er. But that's what inspires us to re- 
turn year after year, isn't it? The 
familiarity of it all. 

We returned to Rotary Cabin at 
Tamarack Notch for our annual supper. 

We need a larger place but have none in 
mind and are grateful to the Congrega- 
tional Church for making it available. 

The first step on arriving at the 
cabin is to get a fire built in the 


stove. We're indebted to Steve Pulling 
for going up early to attend to this 
chore and for furnishing some of the 
wood . 

The food, contributed pot luck style, 
was delicious as always. After eating 
we recognized some people celebrating 
November birthdays and an anniversary 
and got comfortable for the slide show. 
Ted and Winnie Shambo showed pictures of 
their trip to Katahdin and some of their 
hikes in Vermont, a most excellent pre- 
sentation. Thanks, Ted and Winnie. 

See you all at next year's supper. 


EXCERPTS OF A LETTER FROM RACHEL 
CHARLAND 

I went on my second and last hike 
in Utah this month on August 16th. A 
young Mormon couple and their fifteen 
month old daughter. Ember, accompanied 
me for 1.5 miles on the steep side of 
Timpanogos, a 12,000 foot snow-capped 
mountain. It's name means "rock river." 

Any hiking beyond the 6,000 foot 
level is at one's own risk and hikers 
must have special equipment because of 
the numerous small glaciers that look 
lovely but are treacherous. Two hikers 
had to be rescued from the top last Sat- 
urday. Many legends are told regarding 
various parts of the mountain. 

There are three caves connected by 
man-made tunnels. The first cave was 
discovered by Martin Hansen in 1887. 
Believe it or not, he followed a cougar 
into this cave. The other two caves 
were not found until 1921. Three hours 
are needed by the best of hikers on a 
PAVED route. The caves are 1,000 feet 
above the canyon floor. So people are 
really standing and "ahing" at 7,000 
feet as they wind their way assisted by 
a volunteer guide throughout the caves. 

You'll have to ask Rob Carey about 
those ice-like shapes that hang from the 
roof of a cave and also come up from the 
floor. There were clusters of ice-like 
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formations also. As we started early, 
by noontime we were down at the base 
where we enjoyed a lovely picnic lunch. 

Editor's Note : Rachael wrote a longer, 

detailed description of the geology of 
the cave. If you would like to read it, 
please call Carol Chapman. 

In her latest letter Rachael tells 
us that she has moved to Duluth. Guess 
you were homesick for Vermont's cold and 
snowy winters, huh, Rae? 


OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING 
by Roma Pulling, Chairman 

Several people have expressed ignor- 
ance of our method of planning hikes; so 
perhaps a report of a typical meeting 
will clear this up. 

The Outings Committee of the Killing- 
ton section of the Green Mountain Club 
held their regular quarterly meeting at 
the home of the chairman at 7:30 in the 
evening on November 29, 1983. Thirteen 
people were present. 

Rob and Sue Carey offered to lead a 
mystery hike with four to five miles of 
moderate hiking. This was set for Sat- 
urday, January 14, 1984, at 9:00 A.M. at 
their request. 

Steve Pulling arrived late, but vol- 
unteered to lead a hike on Clark Hill in 
West Rutland on Saturday, Jan. 21. This 
trip was estimated at seven miles; so it 
was decided to rate it as difficult be- 
cause of the high mileage and to start 
at 8:00 A.M. 

Churchill Scott's contribution will 
be a hike in the Pinney Hollow area of 
Plymouth, ending at Crooked Shelter. 

This was deemed to be four miles of easy 
hiking and scheduled for January 29 at 
9:30 A.M. When it is convenient for the 
leaders, we try to alternate Saturday 
and Sunday hikes to accommodate as many 
hikers as possible. 

Next , the chairman announced two 
outings that were arranged before the 
meeting. Our winter week-end is an 
annual event and has been held at Merck 


Forest in Rupert for several years. 

This was arranged by letter and phone 
for the weekend of Feb. 4 and 5. On 
February 11 we welcome a new hike leader, 
Krissy Nadler, whose grandmother, Anna 
Nyiri, has led several hikes for us. 
Krissy will start near her home in West 
Rutland and follow a power line to the 
West Proctor Road. Snowshoes are re- 
commended for this easy three-mile hike. 

John and Emma Hughes volunteered to 
lead a six mile hike up Wilder Mountain 
in Wallingford on February 18, starting 
at 9:00 A.M. This is a moderate hike for 
snowshoers only. 

On February 26 Ray Catozzi will 
attempt the easy, two-mile hike from 
Bellevue Avenue Extension to the chair- 
man's house that had to be abandoned last 
year because of wet conditions. He will 
start at 1:00 P.M. and will climax with 
refreshments at the chairman's in front 
of the fireplace. 

Harold Rogers' offering is a moder- 
ate, 6 mile hike, starting at Rte. 103, 
passing Clarendon Shelter and on to Fox 
Lot in Shrewsbury, returning the same 
way. This was set for March 10 at 9:00 
A.M. 

March 17 was set as the date for 
another of our annual events, the popu- 
lar sugar-on-snow party. This will be 
held at the chairman's house with Janet 
Martin boiling the syrup again. Sorry — 
Members Only! 

The last date on the winter schedule 
will be for the Killington Section ann- 
ual meeting, being held at 7:00 P.M. , 
March 31 at the Methodist Church on 
Williams Street. 

All the hikes will be for hiking, 
skiing or snowshoeing unless otherwise 
indicated and as conditions permit. 

Their work completed, the members 
enjoyed hot beverages and freshly baked 
brownies before dispersing. 

We welcome new hike leaders at any 
time, also suggestions for activities 
may be made by calling 773-6997. The 
next meeting will be held February 28, 
1984, same time, same place. 


A BELATED THANK YOU 

Oops, I goofed. When I wrote the 
article in the last issue of Smoke & 
Blazes about relocating the outhouse at 
Governor Clement Shelter, some names 
were omitted. 

Rob and Sue Carey came down Sunday 
morning and very graciously helped us 
with the "refreshing" part of the job. 
Thanks to you, Rob and Sue, for your 
help also. 

— A1 Pulling 


THE HIKES THAT WEREN'T 

If anyone is looking for reports on 
Stratton Mountain, Dorset Cave or the 
Valiquette Memorial Hike, you will not 
find them. This is not because of negli- 
gent writers but rather the bad weather 
which caused all three to be cancelled. 


NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. Ruth Gibbud , Drake Road, Bomoseen, 
VT 05732 

Robert Gunn, 48 Chestnut Ave., Rutland, 
VT 05701 

Linda Krasner, R.R. 194, Wallingford, 

VT 05773 

New address: 

Rachael Char land, c/o YWCA Room 204, 

202 W. Second St., Duluth, MN 

SEEN AND HEARD 

Good luck to longtime KS member 
past president Janet Martin, who has 
been nominated for Vermont Mother of 
Year. No one deserves the title more. 

And did everyone recognize the two 
girls on the front page of the Dec. 1 
HERALD as Smoke & Blazes Asst. Editor 
Jake Sherman's charming daughters? 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication) , ar.d SMO”S AID BLAZES (Section newsletter) , which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. My 
dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte. 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


Killington Section, GMC 
W. Churchill Scott, Sec./Treas. 
c/o V. Young — R.D.//1 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Name(s) 


Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $12.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 6.00 

*Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 


Spouse $10.00 

Individual Junior (to 18) 2.00 


I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 

THANK YOU! 




KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1984 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 

leader or: Raymond Catozzi, Pres., 103 Bellevue Ave., 713-3006; Olga Laird, Sec., 
Chasanna Drive, 773-7448; or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RFD #1, Chasanna Drive, 
775-1494. 


DATE 

HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Jan. 14 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 


MYSTERY HIKE, 4-5 mi., moderate. 

Rob & Sue Carey, 446-2830 

Jan. 21 
(Sat . ) 

8:00 A.M. 


CLARK HILL, West Rutland, 7 mi., difficult. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 

Jan. 29 

9:30 A.M. 


PINNEY HOLLOW area, Plymouth, hike to Crooked 
Shelter, 4 mi., easy. 

Churchill Scott, 775-1494 

Feb. 4-5 
(Sat .-Sun. ) 

9:00 A.M. 


WINTER WEEKEND, Merck Forest, Rupert. Day hikers 
welcome. Those staying overnight must register in 
advance and will be charged a fee. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Feb. 11 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 


WEST RUTLAND to West Proctor Road, Rutland, follow- 
ing power line right of way. Snowshoes recommended. 
3 mi., easy. Krissy Nadler, 438-5298 

Feb. 18 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 


WILDER MT., Wallingford, 6 mi., moderate. Snow- 
shoes only. John & Emma Hughes, 775-4078 

Feb. 26 
(Sun. ) 

1:00 P.M. 


BELLEVUE AVENUE EXTENSION to Post Road, 2 mi., easy. 
Coffee at Pullings. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

Mar. 10 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 


ROUTE 103 to FOX LOT, Shrewsbury, past Clarendon 
Shelter, 6 mi., moderate. 

Harold Rogers, 775-4471 

Mar. 17 
(Sat.) 

2:00 P.M. 


SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY. Pulling home. Members only. 
Fee will be charged. 

Mar. 31 
(Sat.) 

7:00 P.M. 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING, Methodist Church 
on Williams Street. Don't miss your one chance 
each year to participate actively in your club's 
organization. Program and refreshments. 

NOTE: All the hikes will be for hiking, skiing or snowshoeing unless otherwise 

indicated and as conditions permit. 

PLEASE BRING LUNCH ON THE DAY HIKES. WEAR STURDY WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND BRING 
EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS 
A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO THE HIKING AREA. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND 
REPRESENT ROUND TRIPS. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR LEADER. 
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A Note About Numbers 


Smoke and Blazes started in 1948 as a monthly publication 
and continued so until about 1959 when it became a 
bimonthly. In about 1967 it switched to quarterly 
publication. Occasionally issues were skipped, especially 
in 1970 and 1971. 

In general each calendar year was assigned a new "Volume" 
and "Numbers" were assigned consecutively from "1" through 
each year. 

There is some lack of consistency in the months of 
publication, and there are some out-and-out errors in the 
numbering . 

The following Table of Contents lists the issues in this 
binder showing the Volume, Number, and Date as printed, and, 
where different, what the Volume, Number, and Date probably 
should have been. 


Dedication 

This set of copies of Smoke and Blazes is donated to the 
Rutland Historical Society in memory of my parents, Mary and 
Craigue Perkins and my aunt, Vera Perkins. They conceived 
the idea for a Killington Section newsletter in 1948 and 
served as editors and publishers for the first several years 
of its existence, cutting stencils, and running mimeograph 
copies in our living room. They continued as frequent 
contributors to the publication and as active members of the 
Club for over a half century. Fortunately, Dad had a pack 
rat proclivity which I seem to have inherited. By combining 
his collection of Smoke and Blazes with mine, I have been 
able to put together this complete run of the publication. 

Bob Perkins 
Rutland, VT 
April, 1999 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: STATE OF THE 

SECTION 

Killington Section Annual Meeting 
time is upon us, and once again it is 
time to take stock of ourselves as a 
public hiking, recreational and ser- 
vice organization. 

There are many areas of operation to 
touch upon and a few that require a bit 
more reviewing and commenting. 

Things are going great in the outing 
scheduling, the availability of many 
leaders, and a very busy and varied 
schedule. Our publicity is getting al- 
most legendary, it has been so consistent- 
ly there, good, and on time. 

Financing the section's many activi- 
ties is still progressing smoothly, due 
largely to the Kirk Fund which pays all 
our trails & shelter expenses. Because 
of this fund, our other income is more 
than matching our remaining expenses, a 
fact that could keep our dues rates from 
rising for a long period of time. 

It is in the area of trails and shel- 
ters of the Killington Section that the 
greatest amount of activity is taking 
place. Aside from our responsibility for 
21 miles of Long Trail between Vt. 140 
and U.S. 4 with its shelters, and the 
connecting side trails, (which we feel we 
respond to adequately with our limited 
person power) there are all the recent 
past changes and the near future changes 
going on. Massive relocations of many 
miles of our section's trails as well as 
one shelter have given some cause for con- 
cen among our membership, especially the 
projected relocation over Little Killing- 
ton, and across possible new ski areas of 
the Sherburne Corp. 

Negotiations for easement through 
this new area were conducted by both the 
Green Mountain Club and the National Park 
Service, and we understand it was a long 


tough process to arrive at the easement 
contract. However, many individuals, 
and wilderness and environmental organ- 
izations, have expressed their dissatis- 
faction over this settlement. 

Even the Killington Section, through 
its board of directors, has discussed 
at length and finally come to a stated 
position regarding this controversial 
issue. (See Killington Section Position 
Statement elsewhere in this issue.) 

While many of us in the section regret 
having to disagree with our parent organ- 
ization on this issue, we feel it is our 
duty as protectors and maintainers of 
this, our section of the Long Trail, to 
take this stand. 

GMC officialdom, as well as other 
sections of the club not directly affect- 
ed by this settlement, may find it diff- 
icult to understand why we have taken 
this position, but this has taken place 
in our section, and on the mountain that 
is our section's namesake. We are di- 
rectly involved. 

We want to see it stay as wild and 
unchanged as humanly possible and we as 
a section are going to work together to- 
ward that goal. 

Other trail relocations that are less 
controversial and in keeping with the 
Scenic Trail Act mandates are also listed 
in the Killington Section Position State- 
ment. Most are good improvements. 

Also the former Wade property at the 
Route 103 Long Trail crossing is going 
to be further cleaned up and dressed out 
more like an organized parking lot. 

So, all in all, things look good for 
the Killington Section for the near fu- 
ture, in spite of our jumping onto a 
controversial bandwagon, so to speak. 

Once again I want to express my thanks 
to the board, the committee chairmen. 
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the hike leaders, and all those who 
worked so unselfishly on all the various 
activities that have made 1983 such a 
successful 



One of Killington Section's longest 
standing members , Craigue Perkins , has 
partially come out of political retire- 
ment . In the town of Mendon where he 
now lives, he assisted a group of con- 
cerned town citizens to inform the elec- 
torate of the facts concerning Sherburne 
Corp.'s request to build more ski areas 
in the Parker's Gore East area of Mendon. 
(It is through the Parker's Gore West 
area that the controversial relocation 
of the Killington Long Trail is supposed 
to take place.) Although only an advis- 
ory vote, it went decisively against the 
Corp. by a margin of 239 to 163. 

We have also discovered, by perusing 
Killington Section's oldest record book, 
that Craigue and his wife, Mary, joined 
the section as members 50 years ago in 
January, 1934. Congratulations, you two! 
May you continue to enjoy your faithful 
membership in the Green Mountain Club and 
to hang tough for our fragile wilderness . 


INMAN POND 

by Rob Carey 
December 4, 1983 

This hike was different because it 
was led by a Committee of the Whole, the 
whole being the 11 people and one dog 
who were not deterred by the forecast of 
sleet and freezing rain. Churchill had 
thoroughly scouted the trip and gave us 
written directions and a map . 

We found the start of the hike at the 
Fair Haven chlorinator station with little 
difficulty. Soon we reached the first of 
several junctions that were not on the 
map or in the directions . We took the 
right fork, and soon decided it wasn't 
right. After some discussion and 12 opin- 
ions we followed Rascal's advice. He had 
started off down an earlier fork that 
proved to be correct. 



Reaching our destination before 
11:00 a.m. resulted in another problem. 
Start a fire for lunch or hike around 
some more? By this time it was snowing 
steadily and the wind was blowing harder, 
resulting in the early lunch faction 
winning. Once we got the fire going, it 
burned like a blowtorch because of the 
wind. After lunch the hike back was 
uneventlful . By then there was enough 
snow for some to consider skiing after 
they got home, and at least one person 
did. 

Afer 

YOUNG'S CAMP 

by Virginia Young 
December 10, 1983 

There was a bit of snow, just enough 
to make a hike in the woods enjoyable, 
when about a dozen of us took a walk to 
Virginia Young's camp on Blue Ridge, 

"Camp Kno-Deer." 

Parking off Meadow Lake Drive we 
climbed easily for a short distance on 
one more big wide development road. Next 
we were on a more typical abandoned town 
road with a pretty brook on one side and 
a ledge on the other. 

About a mile of gentle hiking got us 
to our destination. At that time a big 
decision was settled and the ambitious 
ones hiked on to Sam Young Jr.'s where a 
westerly view took in the Taconics and 
Adirondacks, while the older folks stayed 
behind, built a fire and warmed up the 
water. 

The return trip was made along anoth- 
er lumber road past "Sheet Iron Flats," 
and over a narrow 4"x4" beam. Fortunately 
everyone was able to navigate this with 
ease. 

We were glad to see everyone and 
only wish that more had come out with us . 
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MOONLIGHT IN VERMONT 

by Sue Thomas 
December 17, 1983 

The weather was somewhat windy and 
cold on Dec. 17, but a good-sized crowd 
turned out anyway for the annual moon- 
light hike, this year to Clarendon Shel- 
ter. This was my first attempt at lead- 
ing a hike, and I did a truly inspiring 
job of it, missing the shelter completely. 
Those stupid enough to follow their lea- 
der might have turned ugly about the time 
we reached Killington had not Steve Pull- 
ing reeled us in as we passed. 

Despite a lack of firewood in the 
area, we soon had a comforting fire and 
water a-boil for hot drinks, and goodies 
donated by several hikers. After Christ- 
mas caroling around the fire, most returned 
to their nice warm beds, leaving the usual 
nuts (the Fanatical Four??) to brave the 
cold overnight. All survived, however, 
and it was well worth it for the roasted 
pineapple provided by the Careys in the 
morning. On the way out, we stopped to 
admire the view at a hunting camp, then 
went to inspect the camp the club recent- 
ly acquired. 

All in all it was a great weekend, 
the campfire, Christmas carols and cocoa 
all hit the spot and made it a very warm 
evening, no matter what the thermometer 
said! (I may even lead another hike... 
someday . ) 

MYSTERY HIKE 

by Rob Carey 
January 14, 1984 

About seven hikers met the leaders 
in Wallingford for this moderate hike. 

We were about evenly divided between 
snowshoers and walkers. We parked just 
off Rte . 140, about 1 1/2 miles west of 
the light in Wallingford. After passing 
several houses we started bushwhacking 
south. At this point several people 
said they had guesses of where we were 
going, but they didn't say where. The 
light snow falling blocked out most of 
the views of White Rocks, but made the 
woods beautiful. We had several chances 
to practice the graceful art of crossing 
old fences while wearing snowshoes . Af- 


ter we crossed a nice stream, we turned 
east and downhill. By then several hikers 
were sure of the destination. It was our 
house, where we had coffee, lunch, home- 
made cookies , and fondant . 

CLARK HILL 

by Stephen Pulling 
January 21, 1984 

COLD! was the word of the day. When 
we started hiking Churchill's thermometer 
read 0°F and his wind gauge read 7 m.p.h. 
Figure it out for yourself, I don't want 
to know what the wind chill factor was. 
I'll just say cold! 

After spotting a vehicle on what I 
call East Bird Mountain Road we drove up 
the Clark Hill Road in West Rutland to 
where the town stops plowing and only 
log trucks could pass. I'm sure every- 
one had second thoughts about getting out 
of their cars but nine hearty (crazy) 
souls accomplished this feat and met the 
frigid air head on. 

Rob Carey made a suggestion to leave 
our snowshoes in the cars because the 
road was hard-packed by snow machines 
and it was a unanimous decision. Thanks, 
Rob, good idea. At this point we started 
walking along the edge of a field, past 
an active log landing and finally into 
the woods where the trees cut the wind. 

We walked around Clark Hill, around 
Herrick Mountain, and up over a pass on 
the logging road to a hunting camp I 
knew about. I didn't plan on getting to 
the camp until noon, but because of the 
cold weather we hiked much faster than 
expected and it was only 10:30 a.m. 

I didn't hear any complaints about 
getting inside and starting a warm fire 
in the stove . A very leisurely two hour 
lunch was consumed because we didn't 
want to face the cold air again. I knew 
we had to leave eventually so we put on 
our heavy coats and packs and hiked down 
the pass to the East Bird Mountain Road. 
Thank you nine Eskimos for making this 
hike a memorable one. 
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PINNEY HOLLOW . Vi. 

by Churchill Scott 
January 29, 1984 

On Sunday, Jan. 29, about 20 of us 
hiked in the Pinney Hollow of Plymouth. 

The weather was very enjoyable and the 
walking easy while we were on the snow- 
mobile paths. Voting to take a short 
side trip to an open-face granite quarry, 
we soon ran into unbroken snow. Luckily 
it was only a short distance to where we 
had a bit of a view. Retracing our steps 
we were soon back to the main road and 
continued up toward Crooked Shelter. 
Passing the Ayers brothers' hunting 
camp, the fellows gathered some water and 
once again we broke trail. 

At the shelter thanks to Harold's 
ever-present saw we had a beautiful fire 
and hot water for lunch. A number of 
G.M.C. subjects were discussed along with 
possible new hikes for our next schedule. 

Being downhill all the way, we en- 
joyed the return walk even though no one 
visited Whetstone Brook Shelter which we 
caught glimpses of through the trees. 

Back at the cars there were pros and 
cons about whether it was an easy or mod- 
erate hike. Of course all of us old- 
timers voted for easy, but some of the 
new hikers, all of whom we were glad to 
see, said "No way." 

WINTER WEEKEND 
by Roma Pulling 
February 4-5 , 1984 

"Don't tell anyone you were too warm 
down here because they won't believe you." 
This was typical of remarks heard at our 
annual Merck Forest week end, and for the 
most part we were too warm inside. The 
stove with dampers that we used in Spruce 
leanto last year had been replaced with 
one with no controls. We either had no 
heat at all (when we wanted to boil 
water) or more than we needed. Sleeping 
bags went unzipped, and the foil blanket 
carried along for extra warmth remained 
folded on the side of the bunk. 

Nancy Sugarman and Sue Thomas left 
Rutland Saturday morning and met Rob and 
Sue Carey at the forest entrance. After 
backpacking approximately a mile to our 


leanto, they had lunch and went for a 
long hike between Clark's Clearing and 
the pond. 

Meanwhile, Steve, Becky and Roma 
Pulling and Rascal left Rutland in mid- 
afternoon on Saturday and arrived at the 
leanto at suppertime. Following our meal 
we played Scrabble, read or just relaxed 
with a snack until time to turn in. 

Sunday morning after breakfast we 
headed for the northeast corner of the 
forest, an area not previously explored 
by our group, and visited Stone Lot lean- 
to. It is situated on a bank above a 
stream in a very pleasant location and 
seemed like a good destination for a fu- 
ture overnight trip. 

On returning to Spruce, all had a 
quick lunch before backpacking out to the 
cars and starting home . 

The more heavily traveled trails were 
very icy and were traversed only with ex- 
treme care. The early arrivals tried 
skis and a plastic toboggan but because of 
poor snow quality eventually abandoned 
both in favor of walking. There was some 
rain Saturday morning but generally good 
weather until Sunday afternoon, when we 
found we had not started home too soon. 
Snow had begun to fall, and driving con- 
ditions deteriorated during the afternoon. 
Nevertheless , all campers arrived home 
safely and ready to do it again next year. 

WEST RUTLAND TO WEST PROCTOR ROAD 

by Krissy Nadler 
February 11, 1984 

On Feb. 11 at 9:00 A.M. , ten ambi- 
tious hikers set out for West Rutland to 
climb a mountain. We started on Pleasant 
Heights, crossed a field, and started 
going up , up , up . We were following a 
snowmobile trail and the walking was quite 
easy since the snow was packed down. But 
when we got a little farther, it became 
slippery and even I had trouble getting 
up. But we managed. Once we reached the 
open space a beautiful view was visible. 
But we continued on up 'till we reached 
another field. Then we crossed that and 
came to a barbed wire fence. 

After finding an opening we crossed 
another field where we met two German 
shepherds . The kids started throwing 

snowballs 
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up and the dogs would catch them in 
their mouths . But someone threw one 
snowball up and both dogs jumped for it. 
They both missed it but that snowball 
set off a fight between the dogs. They 
tore and ripped at each other's throat 
and soon drops of blood began spotting 
the snow. We were all wondering what 
would make them stop, when something 
must have attracted their attention be- 
cause they ran off. 

We then walked down to the road to 
satisfy Churchill Scott who wanted to go 
to the very end. 

Then we walked back to the Nadlers' 
house and ate our lunches there. Coffee, 
tea, cookies, and popcorn were provided. 


WILDER MOUNTAIN, WALLINGFORD 
by John and Emma Hughes 
February 18, 1984 

It was cloudy and raining when four 
hikers left Main Street Park. We met 
two more hikers in East Wallingford. We 
parked the cars and walked on a road for 
two miles . 

The rain turned to snow which 
stopped later. We started on the snow- 
mobile trails which had become soft and 
a little slushy. 

John pointed out several trails 
which led to ponds and other roads. When 
we passed a large swamp area leaders 
John and Emma got wet feet. We had to 
make a little detour to get away from the 
water. 

As we started to climb up Wilder we 
had a hard time stepping into deep snow 
and also a lot of sliding in the slushy 
snow. 

We reached the top and had lunch 
just as the fog started to come down. 

It was getting damp. We returned on the 
same trails, because the snow for side 
trips was too deep. 


BALD MOUNTAIN 

by Ray Catozzi 

February 26, 1984 ^ 

Twice planned, twice flooded out! 

The ski-snow-shoe hike tour planned for 
Bellevue Avenue Ext . to Pullings ' house 
on the comer of Post Road and Woodstock 
Avenue has fallen victim to Mother Nature 
again. The first time it was scheduled 
for March 1983. A thaw wiped out our 
trail which runs through a frozen marshy 
area. So we put it back into February 
for "84, thinking it couldn't possibly 
thaw enough to stop us this time. You 
all know, and enjoyed, no doubt, the 
beautiful two weeks of spring weather we 
just had! 

But nobody was complaining! - We 
climbed Bald Mt. instead, on a crisp, 
clear 20° day, all 18 of us. Going up 
the short way from the top of the Notch 
road, we followed a wide open tote road 
for half a mile, mostly on the level, and 
then hit a lesser road that started climb- 
ing. Soon we intersected the west loop 
of the Bald Mt. Loop Trail and proceeded 
to the top, gathering there just 50 min- 
utes later. 

We then moved on down a tenth of a 
mile to a lookout facing south and south- 
west. Bare and dry, the lookout afforded 
beautiful views of Round Mt . and Salt Ash 
to the south, Dorset Peak to the southwest, 
and a closer view of the Rutland Airport. 

It was so warm and windless at the look- 
out that everyone hated to leave even 
though it was past time to head back to 
the cars. Then nearly all proceeded over 
to the Pullings' house for coffee and 
cookies . 

The plan, calling for an afternoon 
outing starting at 1:00 P.M., met with 
considerable favor with some hikers that 
we haven't seen very often, so we are 
scheduling another afternoon hike on 
Saturday, June 30, to White Rock Ice 
Beds, with a box (or day pack) supper up 
on the little White Rocks Lookout. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

On Tuesday, January 17 the Board of 
Directors of the Killington Section met 
at the home of Rob Carey. 

On Rob Badger's written recommenda- 
tion Sue Carey was unanimously elected to 
complete his unexpired term. 

A statement prepared by Rob Carey 
on Killington Section's position regard- 
ing our section of the Long Trail was 
presented for discussion. Amendments 
were proposed and discussed. After much 
discussion it was unanimously voted to 
accept the recommendations as amended. 

The position statement follows. Amend- 
ments suggested at the 1/17/84 meeting 
are enclosed in parentheses . 

Killington Section Management 

The Section is concerned by past and 
future reductions to Trail quality by 
development, especially at higher eleva- 
tions. The Long/ Appalachian Trail was 
relocated to the west side of Snowdon 
Peak to avoid ski trails. The Jugger- 
naut Trail was abandoned as a result of 
extensive ski trail and work road con- 
struction. The planned Little Killing- 
ton Relocation will take the LT/AT away 
from Tamarack Shelter and its spring. 

The development permitted in the ease- 
ment will result in degradation of Trail 
quality. The Shrewsbury Peak Trail is 
crossed by ski trails and more develop- 
ment is planned in that area, further 
threatening trail quality. 

Our Section of LT/AT consists of 
two parts with distinct characteristics. 
The part from Rt . 140 to the Upper Cold 
River Road is low to medium elevation. 

It is primarily hardwood forest. Tra- 
ditionally this area has been used for 
multiple uses including rural housing, 
farming and selective cut logging. There 
are frequent road crossings which limit 
the wilderness quality of the Trail but 
also provide through hikers with access 
to supplies. 

The Section of Trail from the Upper 
Cold River Road to Rt . 4 has no road 
crossings and traditionally was not de- 
veloped. As a result it had a high wil- 
derness quality as a high elevation 
spruce-fir forest. This remoteness has 


been reduced by ski development . 

Trail protection takes two forms, 
continuity and quality. Continuity re- 
quires a marked path that does not cross 
land closed to hikers. Quality is some- 
what subjective, but generally requires 
infrequent encroachment by development, 
such as roads, houses, ski trails and 
lifts, and logging. 

Specific Recommendations 

RT. 140 TO MINERVA HINCHEY SHELTER. The 
Section approves of the proposed reloca- 
tion to the west of the existing LT/AT. 

We do not want the Trail to follow 
Rt. 140 for more than one quarter mile. 
Sufficient parking should be provided 
to avoid traffic and landowner problems. 

MINERVA HINCHEY SHELTER TO RT. 103. The 
Section supports the current acquisition 
of the existing route. 

RT. 103 TO BEACON HILL. The Section 
supports the proposed relocation to the 
north of the present route to Clarendon 
Shelter. (Section sees no reason to 
move the Shelter) . 

BEACON HILL TO GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER. This 
rural section passes through many pri- 
vate landowners. Final route selection 
will be difficult and must be done with 
concern for individual landowners. 

Either proposed route appears acceptable. 
(Any move would be good.) 

GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER TO LITTLE KILLINGTON 
PEAK. The Section prefers the reloca- 
tion as surveyed over the relocation 
proposed by Harry Peet passing over 
Mendon Peak. Although Mendon Peak is a 
scenic attraction this route would add 
several miles of waterless trail. Also 
the ridge from Mendon Peak to Little 
Killington borders Sherburne Corp. land, 
bringing the probability of development 
close to the Trail even with protection 
on state land. There should be no ski 
development on the Trail in this section 
of State Forest. A shelter and/or camp- 
ing site is needed on the Trail in this 
section of State Forest. (Support route 
as surveyed . ) 
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EASEMENT ACROSS SHERBURNE CORP. LAND 
(TRACT 212-01) . This easement will re- 
sult in degradation of Trail quality due 
to numerous wide ski trail crossings. 

(And other impediments such as ski 
making equipment, warming huts, glading 
trails, picnic tables, etc.) 

C00LIDGE STATE FOREST BOUNDARY (COOPER 
LODGE) TO RT . 4. The existing Trail 
quality must be preserved. No new de- 
velopment should be allowed in the Trail 
Corridor. Although there is extensive 
development a short distance from the 
Trail, there are no crossings and only 
one section (about 150 feet) of LT/AT 
following a ski trail. Let's keep it 
that way. The Section will support the 
proposed reroute near Ramshead to put the 
Trail on state land if there are perman- 
ent written assurances from the state 
that there will be no development within 
200 feet of the Trail. This permanent 
protection is also sought for all hiking 
trails maintained by the Killington Sec- 
tion on state land. We feel that no fur- 
ther expansion by the Sherburne Corpora- 
tion onto state land in the area of hiking 
trails is warranted due to the existing 
and proposed extensive development on 
state land and land owned by Sherburne 
Corp . crossed by the AT easement. 

Side Trails 

BUCKLIN TRAIL. This Trail is primarily 
on State Forest Land. It must be fully 
protected. Minimum protection is written 
assurance from the State that there will 
be no ski trail crossings or ski trails 
within 200 feet. A wider buffer is pre- 
ferred . 

SHREWSBURY PEAK TRAIL. Trail continuity 
must be preserved between the LT/AT and 
Northam Picnic Area. 


LAMB - ROGERS 

Happiness is just three months away 
for a longtime KS member and hike leader 
and former member of the Board of Directors. 

Harold Rogers will be married June 
23. His bride will be Mrs. Alberta Lamb, 
proprietor of Lamb's Yarn Shop on Kendall 
Avenue , where they will be making their 


home . 

We all wish this couple the very best 
for their life together. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

We offer congratulations to our 
friends who completed their End-to-End 
during 1983: Section members, Winnie 

Shambo, Audrey and David Barber and 
At-Large member, Ben Florez ak. 


HIKING PARTICIPATION STUDY 

President Ray Catozzi has made an 
in-depth study of the 1983 hiking habits 
of KS members and friends and compiled a 
chart which will be availab le for exam- 
ination. It shows that 140 individuals 
took part in 44 different KS activities. 

Each participant is listed on the 
chart individually with the number of act- 
ivities in which each took part. No one 
was able to turn out for every event — 
some of us tried! — but Sue Carey takes 
the honors for most with 35 followed by 
Rob Carey with 34 and Sue Thomas with 33. 

This type of analysis should help 
us to improve our program and appeal to 
more people. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to Rob & Carolyn Badger 
on the arrival of their new 
hiking partner, 

Daniel Brewster 
on Jan. 19 

at 7 lb. he should easily fit in the 
pack, right between the extra socks and 
the gorp ! 



8 . 


KILLINGTON SECTION 
1983 FINANCIAL REPORT 


Balance Jan. 1, 1983 


INCOME 

Dues $799.00 

Interest 61.86 

Sugar on Snow 51.00 

Donations 20.00 

Guide Books 12.60 

Patches 2.00 


$781.40 


Total 


$946.46 


EXPENSES 

G.M.C $337.20 

Dues. . .312.00 
Guide Bks . 25.20 

Smoke & Blazes 234.82 

Donations 70.00 

Wade Property 50.00 

Sugar on Snow 37.01 

Publicity 35.90 

Treasurer Expense... 34.88 

Postage 31.45 

Outing 9.25 

Dues Rebate 3.00 


Total 843.51 


1983 Income $946.46 

1983 Expense 843 .51 

102.95 


Balance Jan. 1, 1983 781.40 

Balance Dec. 31, 1983 $884.35 


KIRK FUND 

1st George L. Kirk Trails & Shelters 
Fund as of 12/31/83 

$6,368.68 

2nd George L. Kirk Trails & Shelters 
Fund as of 12/31/83 

$2,069.72 


Pass Book Account as of 
12/31/83 


DUES ARE DUE 

This is the last issue of Smoke & 
Blazes to be mailed to 1983 members. 
Please send your 1984 dues to Churchill 
Scott, RFD//1 , Chasanna Drive, Rutland, 
Vt. 05701. 


OUR HIKING DAYS 


"Our Creator would never have made 
such lovely days , and have given us the 
deep hearts to enjoy them, above and 
beyond all thought, unless we were meant 
to be immortal." 

— Hawthorne 

(contributed by Anna Nyiri) 


SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Assistant Editor and Typist: Jake 

Sherman 

Illustrations: Sue Thomas 

Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pulling, 

Churchill Scott 


HIKING COMPANION(S) WANTED 


For a week-long 70-mile backpack on 
the AT from Vt. 12 to Kinsman Notch, 

N.H. Last week in June preferable but 
other time between mid-June and mid- 
July acceptable. Plan to stay at D.O.C. 
cabins and lean-tos. Please contact: 
Jake Sherman, 48 Morse Place, Rutland, 
Vt. 05701; (802) 775-2784. 



$ 28.18 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring 1984 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Raymond Catozzi, Pres., 103 Bellevue Ave . , 773-3006; Olga Laird, Sec., 

Chasanna Drive, 773-7448; or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RFD #1, Chasanna Drive, 
775-1494 


DATE HOUR 


Apr. 1 
(Sun . ) 

9:30 

A.M. 

Apr. 7 
(Sat .) 

9:30 

A.M. 

Apr. 15 
(Sun . ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

Apr. 21 
(Sat.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

Apr. 29 
(Sun .) 

9:30 

A.M. 

May 6 
(Sun.) 

8:30 

A.M. 

May 12 
(Sat.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

May 19 
(Sat.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

May 20 
(Sun.) 

MAY 26-28 
(Sat .-Mon.) 

10:00 A.M. 

MAY 30 
(Wed.) 

7:00 

P.M. 

JUNE 2 
(Sat . ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

JUNE 6 
(Wed.) 

5:30 

P.M. 

JUNE 9 
(Sat . ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

JUNE 16-17 
(Sat . , Sun . ) 

7:30 

A.M. 

JUNE 24 
(Sun . ) 

8:30 

A.M. 

JUNE 30 
(Sat .) 

1:00 

P.M. 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


MT. HANLEY, West Rutland, 5 mi., moderate. 

Churchill Scott 775-1494 

NEW BOSTON TRAIL, Chittenden, to David Logan Shelter 
and return, 4 mi., moderate. 

Ted & Winnie Shambo 773-9330 

SPRUCE PEAK, near Manchester, and a visit to the new 
shelter. Bring a can of tomato-base soup to add to the 
pot! 6 mi., moderate. Steve Pulling 775-3361 

BEAVER MEADOWS, Mt . Tabor, 6-7 mi., moderate 

Anne Mausolff 875-3631 

OWL'S HEAD, Dorset, 4 mi., moderate. 

Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

END-TO-END, Mad Tom Notch to Rt. 11 over Bromley Peak, 

5 1/2 mi., difficult. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 
KS WALK-THROUGH. We need a large turn-out to cover 
our 21 miles of trail, do minor clearing and report 
major damage. Steve Pulling 775-3361 

WORK PARTY, restore Pico outhouse. 

Steve Pulling 775-3361 

MYSTERY HIKE, 3 mi., easy. 

Ira & Irene Hawley 775-4149 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING. Details will appear in your LT NEWS. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. If you can lead a hike or 
suggest new activities, this is for you. MEMBERS ONLY. 
PINE COBBLE HILL, Williamstown Sta. , Mass., 4 mi., 
moderate. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

SUPPER HIKE to Proctor High Ledge, bring your own 
meal. Churchill Scott 775-1494 

HOMER STONE MT . , Mt . Tabor, 7 1/2 mi., moderate but 
some bushwhacking. John & Emma Hughes 775-4078 

END-TO-END, Barrows Camp to Rt. 118, 17.3 mi., diffi- 
cult. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL, Bridgewater Chateauguay to Rt. 12, 

5 mi., moderate. Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

ICE BEDS, Wallingford, 3 mi., easy. Bring a picnic 
supper. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE TO HIKING AREA. 

HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE AND REPRESENT ROUND TRIPS. PLEASE STAY WITH 
YOUR HIKE LEADER. 


KILUNGTON SECTION 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701 
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GMC ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
by Ray Catozzi 
May 26, 1984 

Attendance was noticeably down this 
year, for whatever reason one could come 
up with, and with only two camping out on 
the Norwich Ski Slope compared to a dozen 
or more last year. It was agreed that we 
all need a change in location next year, 
following three successive years at 
Northfield, Vermont. 

The meeting itself was interesting, 
fruitful, and finished on time, with 
President Preston Bristow keeping things 
moving nicely. 

The Green Mountain Club is sponsoring 
and hosting the 25th biennial meeting of 
the Appalachian Trail Conference, to be 
held at Green Mountain College in Poult- 
ney, Vermont, August 3 to 10, 1985. 
Attendance at these get-togethers runs 
between 750 and 1000 outdoor enthusiasts 
from all over the eastern half of the 
nation. A week long affair, it consists 
of workshops, lectures, symposia, slide 
shows, eating, and many many outdoor 
activities taking place all over our area 
here in Rutland County and elsewhere. 

The Killington Section, being the closest 
to Poultney, has been asked to help in 
any way it can in the many indoor activit- 
ies, providing person power, if nothing 
else, but most of all the ATC committee 
is looking to us for outdoor activity 
leadership, i.e., hikes, overnights, 
museum trips, etc. Let's rally to the 
cause early, while we have the year to do 
so with ease, and make the GMC proud of 
the Killington Section once again .... 

The Long Trail News needs bolstering, 
and its staff is looking for more articles 
from the sections , or anyone for that 
matter, to beef up its pages. 


The GMC may take on the responsibil- 
ity for running the state-owned Ski Dorm 
in Stowe , Vermont , as an inexpensive 
lodging and eating place for hikers in 
the summer and skiers in the winter. 

Next year is also GMC's 75th birth- 
day and that is coinciding with the 25th 
ATC Conference. More committee work is 
envisioned here. Also there is talk of 
the week-long ATC conference also being 
used, and called, as our 1985 Intersect- 
ional. So you can see much committee 
help is needed, and it will be easy to 
sign up for it now with the committee 
work preference form which was enclosed 
with the May issue of the Long Trail News . 

A book of Long Trail topo maps, 
called "End to End," has been published 
with the cooperation of the publisher 
and the GMC. Also a history of the GMC 
under the authorship of Jane Curtis of 
the "0" section in Woodstock is due to 
be completed, and out, by the 75th 
anniversary . 


GMC DIRECTORS' MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

by Ray Catozzi 
May 26, 1984 

President Bristow got this meeting 
started right on time at 3:00 P.M. and 
immediately announced many good things 
that have been accomplished, or completed 
in the last few months. 

Three thousand acres have been pur- 
chased to protect the Appalachian Trail 
from the Massachusetts border to Norwich, 
Vermont, with about 2,000 left to be ob- 
tained . 

The squatters' area north and south 
of the Clarendon Gorge bridge may possibly 
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be patrolled by Fish & Game personnel to 
keep out the summer-long campers and keep 
down the trash and vandalism. The Vt. 

Fish & Game Department is owner of most 
of this land adjacent to Mill River where 
it enters the upper gorge. 

The GMC is opposing a proposed LT 
foot race from Route 108 to Sherburne 
Pass, stating it is against its trail 
management plan. 

Heated discussion (and otherwise) 
surrounded the forming of a real hard- 
working ATC conference committee with a 
dedicated chairperson , ready to put in a 
lot of work in the next year. He was 
voted $10,000 for all reasonable expenses 
incurred in organizing the conference. 

Once again, it was asked of the Kill- 
ington Section to provide expertise and 
leadership for the conference, for GMC 
annual meeting (also to be possibly held 
at Green Mountain College) , the 75th GMC 
birthday, and the 1985 GMC Intersectional. 


ROUTE 103 TO FOX LOT, SHREWSBURY 

by Harold C. Rogers 
March 10, 1984 

The weather was supposed to be very 
cold that day and quite a few people said 
we were crazy to go out on a day like 
that, so I was surprised when fifteen 
hikers showed up and completed the hike. 

The weather was clear, but not too 
cold for walking, as there was very 
little wind. The snow was frozen enough 
to make easy walking. 

We left the Wade parking lot about 
9:30 A.M. and arrived at Fox Lot around 
noon. I did not know where the open 
viewpoint was but Ray Catozzi found it 
for us . The weather was clear so we had 
a good view of the valley south of Rutland. 
We could look down on the western part 
of Rutland, but trees obstructed our 
view of the eastern part of the city. 

There was a light wind blowing and 
with the temperature a little above zero 
we decided to build a fire and eat our 
lunch back in the shelter of the trees . 

We were quite comfortable there. After 
eating we went back out on the brow of 
the hill to enjoy the view again. 


Three of our group decided to bush- 
whack down the front of the mountain 
directly to the cars. They beat us back. 

The rest of us returned by the ori- 
ginal route except that we detoured west 
from the road to see an interesting 
burial plot with two headstones near the 
location of the old Adams farm foundation 

On our way back down we saw where a 
deer had followed us up the road. His 
tracks were in ours for about a quarter 
of a mile, but we didn't see him. There 
were quite a lot of deer tracks all along 
the area. 

Thanks to all the hikers for helping 
to make it a very enjoyable hike. 



SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY 
by Roma Pulling 
March 17, 1984 

While its timeliness may not have 
been appreciated by some, the late winter 
storm of March 13 brought snow for the 
party right to my doorstep . And it was 
free. Wouldn't it be wonderful if the 
syrup were delivered free, too? 

Well, it was!!! Ira Hawley, our 
good neighbor and one of the newer mem- 
bers of the KS, donated a gallon of 
freshly -boiled (1984) syrup for the party 
and Irene and Lorraine delivered it . 

This gift enabled us to thumb our nose at 
inflation and serve sugar-on-snow, dough- 
nuts, pickles and beverage at the same 
price we charged in 1980. Your generos- 
ity was deeply appreciated, Ira. 

The weather was ideal in contrast 
to last year, when the storm and the 
party collided. Sixteen people signed 
in. Following the feast, which was pre- 
pared in her usual expert manner by 
Janet Martin, there was a sing-a-long 
in front of the fire with music provided 
by Sue Thomas and her guitar. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

by W. Churchill Scott 
March 31, 1984 

On Saturday, March 31, the annual 
meeting of the Killington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club was held at the 
Methodist Church in Rutland with about 
30 persons in attendance. 

Among the guests were Harry Pe6t, 
executive director of the GMC; Preston 
Bristow, GMC president, and Roger Stern- 
berg, a representative of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club. 

Due to President Ray Catozzi's auto 
accident, Steve Pulling presided. Reports 
were heard from the secretary and treasurer 
as well as committee chairmen. All were 
thanked for carrying on the work of the 
section. This year's committee heads in- 
cluded Winnie Shambo , publicity; Carol 
Chapman, Smoke & Blazes ; Roma Pulling, 
outings, and Steve Pulling, trails & 
shelters. It was noted that the section 
is sponsoring more outings than ever 
before even though average attendance 
has declined slightly. 

There was a note from Ray reminding 
us that members can lower the amount of 
their dues by enlisting new members. A 
deduction of $1.00 will be allowed for 
each new member obtained. 

Rob Carey reviewed the main club 
board of directors' meeting. Leading 
items of discussion at that meeting in- 
cluded the controversial LT/AT easement 
agreement recently negotiated between 
the Sherburne Corporation and the National 
Park Service together with the GMC and the 
upcoming 1985 Appalachian Trail Conference 
to be held at Green Mountain College in 
Poultney . 

Janet Martin presented a proposal per- 
taining to the Kirk Fund which had been 
worked on by Bob Badger. This proposal 
involves a declaration of Trust to make 
the legality of the fund more binding. 

Janet also explained the proposed Girl 
Scout End-to-End one day walk on the LT . 

She asked for help from K.S. members with 
regard to various aspects of the project. 

Debate then ensued on the question of 
whether a Killington Section life member- 
ship should be set at a cost of $150 or 
a higher amount . 


President Bristow spoke about new 
directions of the main club : the possi- 

bility of the AMC taking over the running 
of the Ski Dorm in Stowe, the GMC 75th 
anniversary in 1985, the Catamount Trail 
Association (a cross-country ski trail 
system similar to the Long Trail) , 
Killington Section relocations, the diffi- 
culty of trying to protect the trail 
from ski developers, and finally, the 
relocation of Tamarack Shelter. 

Roger Sternberg urged section members 
to become active in a trail monitoring 
program sponsored by the ATC. He asked 
individuals to volunteer to cover short 
sections of the trail on a regular basis, 
checking out conditions , picking up 
trash, and reporting any vandalism, 
illegal logging, or other misuse. 

The new members of the section's 
board of directors are Roma Pulling, Rob 
Carey and Winnie Shambo. The meeting 
recessed during the election of officers. 
The following were elected: Rob Carey - 

President; Steve Pulling - Vice-President; 
Olga Laird - Secretary; and W. Churchill 
Scott - Treasurer. 

Back at the main meeting the life 
membership issue was settled with a 
majority voting for $150. Dues for an 
organizational member of the section such 
as a Boy Scout troup was set at $25.00. 

Again, as always, the meeting ended 
with the ladies furnishing the most en- 
joyable refreshments. Each year it seems 
that they can get no better, but yet they 
always do. Thank you, ladies. A brief 
slide program of recent section hikes 
presented by Sue Thomas also proved en- 
j oyab le . 

SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 

Assistant Editor and Typist: Jake 

Sherman 

Illustrations: Sue Thomas 

Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pulling, 

Churchill Scott 

BUG DOPE 

Backpacker recommends a solution of 
Skin-so-Soft shower gel from Avon that is 
50 per cent diluted with water. It'll 
keep away all of the pests, the magazine 
promises . 
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MT. HANLEY, WEST RUTLAND 

by W. Churchill Scott 

April 1, 1984 

On Sunday, April 1, about a dozen 
members of the Killington Section visited 
Mount Hanley again. The weather was just 
perfect. Our walk started on bare ground, 
but as we went higher a bit of snow was 
encountered. Soon the ridge appeared 
and after hiking south a short ways we 
came to the hang glider take-off point. 

As lunch began the "no hot water" 
crowd" won the argument. The rest wished 
that Harold Rogers had been there. 

Perhaps the leader misunderstood, 
but he believed Steve was going to show 
us a road the hang gliders used so we 
could return by a different route. 

With apologies to Mrs. Nyiri, we 
again descended a rather steep long side 
hill returning to the old wood road and 
our cars. 


NEW BOSTON TRAIL. CHITTENDEN 
by Winnie Shambo 
April 7, 1984 

Few of us assembled at Main Street 
Park on a chilly, liquid sunshine April 
7th morn, but as the "mist" did not in- 
crease, we decided to head out for 
Chittenden and the New Boston Trail with 
Ray Catozzi, Carol Chapman, Sue Thomas, 
John Hughes and our puppy, Toby. 

We left John's and Ray’s cars on the 
wayside as the road beyond Mountain Top 
Inn became rougher and muddier; and so 
piled into Ted's 4X4 pickup. By the 
time we reached the old trailhead, the 
rain had stopped (by the way, the begin- 
ning of the trail has been relocated up 
the Forest Road a bit with a new sign 
designating it as the New Boston Trail) . 

We hiked through snow most of the 
way with Toby running exuberantly ahead, 
then dashing back to be sure Ted and I 
were following. Lunch at David Logan 
Shelter was a welcomed treat topped off 
by a sip of wine supplied by Ray. (Watch 
it Ray! You're going to gain a reputa- 
tion! ) 

The trip back to the truck included 


a stop to pick an armful of hobble bush 
to be forced into bloom once put into 
water back at our homes. Sue and I 
examined a couple of old cellarholes, 
remnants from the New Boston settlement 
of a bygone era. 

Packed into the truck with a wet puppy 
who seems intent upon climbing over or 
laying on everyone is not a comfortable 
way to travel. Ted took care of that 
very shortly when he found a soft spot on 
this superhighway and plunged the truck 
in mud up to the door on the passenger 
side. Once he stopped "revving" the 
engine and we all climbed out, he backed 
out with no trouble whatsoever. Three of 
our group opted to walk the remaining dis- 
tance to the cars, no longer confident in 
Ted's driving abilities; but then, we are 
a hiking club, aren't we? 

(Ed. Note: During lunch Winnie entertained 

us with readings from the diary of an old 
inhabitant of New Boston that she had 
obtained from the Chittenden Historical 
Society .) 


SPRUCE PEAK 
by Steve Pulling 
April 15, 1984 

Who can remember what the weather was 
like on April 15th? I personally know of 
five people who could probably remember 
if they tried hard enough. The thing I 
can not understand is why four of those 
five even showed up at the park to go 
hiking. They must be real diehards or 
something! I was the fifth person and I 
had to put in an appearance because I was 
the leader. 

The weather was cold, rainy, windy, 
foggy, and definitely unsuitable for 
hiking. I talked Roma Pulling, Sue Thomas, 
and Winnie and Ted Shambo into not going 
hiking which didn't take much talking I 
might add. Thanks for showing up anyway, 
you four. 
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BEAVER MEADOWS TRIP 

by Anne Mausolff 
April 21, 1984 

On April 21, thirteen hikers drove up 
into the Green Mountain National Forest 
to trek by the Beaver Meadows. We left 
the cars part way up the Forest Service 
road because the rest of the way was still 
snow-covered . 

We started at 2100 feet and followed 
the old road up to a height of 2400 be- 
fore descending slightly to the Meadows. 

On the way up, we passed three old cellar 
holes and the remnants of old apple 
orchards. Although the snow was a foot 
or more deep, it had been so well packed 
by snowmobiles that the walking was quite 
easy. Also, the day was cold and clear. 

At the large beaver dam, the water was 
surprisingly low, so we crossed without 
trouble. Then we stopped for lunch among 
the hemlocks for a strong, cold north 
wind was blowing. Several of the men 
managed- to get a fire going so everyone 
could enjoy a hot drink. 

Along the Meadows we saw many signs 
of beaver activity and the fresh tracks 
of a fisher. The day before, Anne and 
Phil Woodbury had checked out the trail 
and found at one point that a bridge of 
logs was floating and uncrossable because 
the water was so high. Therefore Anne 
had come prepared with rope and saw to 
build another bridge. It turned out, 
however, that all this was unnecessary. 

The water had gone down considerably 
overnight, so everyone just jumped across 
— more or less "dry shod." 

After a three-mile descent at 4:00 
o'clock, we reached the cars we had 
spotted . 


OWL'S HEAD 
by Ray Catozzi 
April 29, 1984 

Beautiful 75° summer weather greeted 
our hiking group this day, two months 
ahead of schedule. Nobody was complaining 
though, except for the early appearance, 
also, of those infamous, pesky black 
flies. Our destination was Gilbert's 


Lookout, a small rock ledge on the steep 
southwest slope of Owl's Head in Dorset. 

This trail is the southwesterly end of 
a lengthy loop connecting Owl's Head, 

Green Peak, Dorset Peak, and a few other 
peaks in between. About 12^ miles long, 
its northwesterly terminus comes down in- 
to Dorset Hollow. George Gilbert cut 
this trail, many parts of which are now 
overgrown, about 50 years ago. 

We followed town roads over half of 
the distance, and then soon after getting 
onto the trail proper we came upon an 
abandoned marble quarry. This made a nice 
rest stop especially for the photographers 
with us. The trail then swung around the 
south slope of Maple Hill, climbing stead- 
ily, and soon we were in a saddle between 
Maple Hill and Owl's Head. 

At a huge boulder, towering over our 
heads, the trail suddenly shot up a short 
but steep and rocky slope for a vertical 
climb of 500 feet, coming out on the rock 
lookout. Here most of the group had 
lunch. Beautiful views of Mt. Equinox, 
Mother Myrick Mt . , and a panorama of 
peaceful Dorset Village was spread out 
before us, as we munched our lunch. All 
of us, that is, except a few who decided 
the steep climb was too much, and had 
their lunch down below near the saddle. 

A discussion of the lengthy Dorset 
Loop Trail was held during lunch, and 
your leader is going to check it out for 
a possible future LONG day hike, or an 
overnighter of a sort. Watch for it! 

LONG TRAIL FROM MAD TOM NOTCH TO RTE . 11 

by Rob Carey 
May 6, 1984 

This was a very enjoyable spring hike 
attended by four hikers. We left one car 
at Route 11 and drove up the Notch Road 
to start hiking by 10:00 A.M. Since the 
leaves were not yet out, we had several 
views not enjoyed by the summer hikers. 

The relocated Mad Tom Shelter has excellent 
views of the Taconics which we enjoyed 
until we got chilled. 

As we continued we reached some 
patches of snow and were glad not to be 
backpacking. It was still clear when we 
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we got to the summit, but the wind did 
not encourage lunch on the tower. 

On the way down to Route 11 we saw 
trout lilies and dug a few wild onions. 

KILLINGTON SECTION WALK THROUGH 

by Stephen Pulling 
May 12, 1984 

Ole Mother Nature didn't cooperate 
with us too well on May 12th. Heavy 
rains again dampened things along with 
our spirits. Lucky for us again this 
year Ira, Irene, and Lorraine Hawley plus 
A1 and Roma Pulling did some early mid 
week hiking and covered from Route 140 
to the Upper Cold River Road. No major 
work to be done was encountered by either 
party . Winnie and Ted Shambo covered 
from Upper Cold River Road to Governor 
Clement Shelter finding nothing major 
either. 

Thanks to the Sherburne Corporation's 
free passes up to the summit, Ray Catozzi 
and Carol Chapman hiked from Cooper Lodge 
to Clement Shelter finding 51 large blow- 
downs and two feet of snow (as well as 
rain, hail, lightning and thunder .. .Ed.) . 
Meanwhile, LT thru-hikers reported an 
additional 16 blowdowns between Cooper and 
Pico Camp. 

My gold star goes to Ira Hawley who 
did another section by himself from Route 
4 to Pico Junction where the snow got too 
deep. Thanks a million, Ira! 

My thanks also go to Sue Thomas and 
Nancy Sugarman who covered the trail into 
Tuc.ker-Johnson for us. 

Thanks again to everyone who supported 
me during the 1984 Killington Section Walk 
Through. 


WORK PARTY 
by Stephen Pulling 
May 19, 1984 

The scheduled work party to restore 
the Pico outhouse was changed by your 
Trails & Shelters chairman because more 
important projects were brought to my 
attention after the walk-through. 


Winnie and Ted Shambo were issued the 
task of replacing boards that were missing 

from Clarendon Shelter because vandals 

needed that little extra firewood. With 
a chainsaw, nails, and a hammer they were 
off to Clarendon Lodge. 

Sue and Rob Carey were issued a grass 
whip and pruning shears to clear reported 
heavy brush from the Upper Cold River 
Road, south to the Cold River. 

Ray Catozzi, John Hughes, and I 
climbed Killington Mountain from Gov. 
Clement Shelter to start clearing our 66 
blowdowns. We planned on clearing the 
first 15 blowdowns from Gov. Clement to 
Tamarack Shelter before we had to quit 
and hike back to our cars to meet other 
appointments. Just as we cut away the 
15th blowdown at Tamarack Shelter, the 
heavens opened up and we got soaked. 

That was a nice thanks for all of the 
work we just did!! Fifteen down, fifty- 
one to go. 



MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ira and Irene Hawley 
May 20, 1984 

A mystery hike? This one was so 
named because your leader was not pre- 
pared to name a location when asked to 
lead. However, it turned out to be more 
of a mystery to the 15 hikers than antici- 
pated. After leaving the park on a 
pleasant spring morning we next met at 
the Castleton Elementary School. While 
the group waited, Steve Pulling and your 
leader proceeded to Grady Bridge on Lake 
Bomoseen to spot a car at the destination. 
When we returned to join the group at 
the school, the hikers were thoroughly 
confused. We proceeded along Route 4 
west to the West Castleton exit and then 
north to Glen Lake, and turned north 
again onto the Moscow Road, soon arriving 
at a turnout to park the cars. 
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Our hike first took us into a State 
Forest preserve. Next we came upon aban- 
doned slate quarries and dumps. An aban- 
doned and collapsing house was the area 
where we stopped for lunch. We often 
wonder about the families who inhabited 
a quiet location like this. A camera at 
this point recorded the group for future 
memories . 

We proceeded on and reached a stream 
which drains from Half Moon Lake and 
flows to Lily Pond. Here there was a 
series of beaver dams and stumps of sap- 
lings and larger trees the beaver had 
used. By now our party was confused, 
but a sudden crossing of the beaver dam 
further downstream brought us again onto 
an old woods road. A half mile of gradual 
descent brought us into a clearing. 

At an old cellar hole, Ray Catozzi 
discovered some asparagus plants, probably 
planted many years ago. From here it was 
a short distance to where we could look 
upon Lake Bomoseen on the west side to 
our waiting "spot car." When the group 
was finally reassembled for the return 
home all agreed it had been a pleasant 
day. Sorry more of you couldn't have 
joined us. 

P.S.: We even signed up a new mem- 

ber, Richard Schmidt. Welcome! 


PINE COBBLE HILL FLOWER HIKE, WILLIAMS- 

TOWN, MASS. 
by Ray Catozzi 
June 2, 1984 

Eight of the faithful. Sue Thomas, 
Carol Chapman, Bernie Donahue, Nina La 
Penna, Leah Kapitan, John and Emma Hughes, 
and your leader, traveled out of beauti- 
ful springtime Vermont to see what summer- 
time Massachusetts had to offer in the 
way of woodland flowers. 

Climbing steadily up the Pine Cobble 
Trail we soon encountered numerous moun- 
tain azaleas (June Pinks) in full bloom. 
Flowering dogwood trees were also in 
evidence along the way as well as multi- 
tudinous pink lady slippers. 

Coming out onto the rocky open sum- 
mit of Pine Cobble Hill, views of Mt. 

Grey lock to the south, Massachusetts' 


highest mountain, and the Taconic Range to 
the west, were spread out before us, as 
we braved a cool wind to eat lunch. Green 
Mountain Racetrack was in full aerial 
view to the northwest, and the town of 
Williamstown lay at the far foot of the 
hill. 

After lunch, we headed down off the 
hill on the Appalachian Trail, heading 
for Blackinton, Mass. These two trails 
join on Pine Cobble Hill and go on to the 
Vermont border as one trail, the AT, where 
the Long Trail commences.... 

A high alpine bog was enjoyed just 
off the top of the high hill, and then 
we climbed down a short, steep, rocky 
stretch of trail, coming out into the 
gentle sloped hardwood forest again. Here 
again the mountain azaleas were profuse, 
although many of the blooms hadn't opened 
up yet on this high side of the hill. 
Further down there were many open to be 
seen and to smell, as well as the lady 
slippers, and then further down in the 
wet areas, a mass of blue violets colored 
the forest floor. 

The last mile of our 4.4 mile trip 
followed a beautiful mountain stream, 
rushing noisily downhill with its extra 
load of rainwater. Down here, wild 
geraniums, cinquefoils, and starf lowers 
were in abundance. Many of the gang 
stumbled off the end of the trail with 
armloads of June pinks and dogwood blooms 
to brighten their homes with. I believe 
it was unanimous that it was a very suc- 
cessful flower outing, one to repeat next 
year, same time, same station. 



KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer 1984 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RD 1, Post Road, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., Chasanna Drive, 773-7448; or 
W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RFD it 1, Chasanna Drive, 775-1494. 


DATE HOUR 


July 1 9:00 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


WORK PARTY, restore Pico outhouse. Project postponed 
until this date because of heavy snow. 

Steve Pulling, 775-3361 


July 6-8 4:00 P.M. 

(Fri.-Sun.) 


END-TO-END, Rte. 15 to SMUGGLERS' NOTCH, 9.6 mi., 
difficult. A1 Pulling 773-6997 


July 15 9:00 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 


MYSTERY HIKE, 2% mi., moderate. 

Ray Catozzi, 


773-3006 


July 21 6:30 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


July 28 

9:00 

A.M. 

(Sat.) 



Aug. 5 

8:30 

A.M. 

(Sun. ) 



Aug. 7 

5:30 

P.M. 

(Tues.) 




PANCAKE BREAKFAST, Big Branch picnic area, Mt. Tabor. 
Bring dishes and cutlery, small fee will be charged. 
Hike afterward to Little Rock Pond or Big Branch Shel- 
ter. Rain date: July 22. 

Ted & Winnie Shambo 773-9330 

BIRD MT., Castleton, 6 mi., moderate to difficult, 
excellent views. John & Emma Hughes 775-4078 

DORSET PEAK from Danby Four Corners , out by Dorset 
Hollow. Moderate with some steep ascents, 5h mi. 

Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

DEER LEAP sunset hike (3rd annual) . Bring supper and 
flashlight. Sue Thomas/Linda Krasner 773-2185 


Aug. 10-12 4:30 P.M. 

(Fri.-Sun.) 


WOMEN'S WILDERNESS WEEKEND at Merck Forest, Rupert. 
Reservation only, fee charged. W. Shambo 773-9330 


Aug. 15 7:00 P.M. 

(Weds.) 


SLIDE EVENING, Trinity Episcopal Church, Rutland. 

View other members' slides; loan us yours; refresh- 
ments served. Churchill Scott 775-1494 


Aug. 19 9:30 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 

Aug. 26-Sept. 3 

Sept. 5 7:00 P.M. 

(Weds.) 

Sept. 9 1:00 P.M. 

Sept. 16 9:00 A.M. 

Sept. 22 9:00 A.M. 

Sept. 30 9:30 A.M. 

(Sun.) 


HALE HOLLOW, Plymouth. 5 mi. , moderate. 

Ira and Irene Hawley 775-4149 

GMC INTERSECTIONAL, Mount Norris Scout Reservation, 

Eden Mills. Come for a day, several days or a week. 

No reservations required. Details in LT News . 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. If you are a KS member, 
we need your input. Refreshments. 

MYSTERY HIKE, 4 mi., easy. S. Pulling 775-3361 

WEST RUTLAND STATE FOREST, 4 mi. , moderate. 

Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

CANOE TRIP, location to be announced; not Otter Creek! 
Reservations & advance payment required. 

Steve Pulling 775-3361 

KILLINGTON PEAK by a new route. Visit Churchill in the 
fire tower. Moderate, 7 mi. Harold Rogers 775-4471 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE 
WHEN APPROPRIATE. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH HIKE LEADER. 


Badger, Robert & Carolyn 
Barber, David & Audrey 
Bequaert, Frank 
Blaskovich, Mrs. William 
Bowry, Peter H. 

Brigham, Grace 
Bryant, Harriot 
Cahee, Hedrick 
Carey, Rob & Sue 
Catozzi, Raymond 
Chapman, Carol 
Charland, Rachael 
Conlon, George & Diana 
Crowther, John 
Culvert, Harry 
Dagg, Thomas R. , Jr. 

Daly, John 
Dicton, Joseph 
Dicton, Joseph Jr. 
Donahue, Bernard 
Dube, Ray & Janet 
Dube, Nancy & Patricia 
Fraher, Helen M. 

Frink, Helen 

Frink, James 

Gibbud , Ruth 

Griffin, James 

Hawley, Ira & Irene 

Hawley, Lorraine 

Howard, John & Pat 

Hughes, John & Emma 

Johnson, David 

Kirk, Dorothy (Mrs. Geo.) 

Kraus, Joseph 

Krasner, Linda 

Laird, Olga 

Maier, Elsie 

Martin, John & Janet 

Massey, Jim 

Mausolff, Anne 

Melosh, Patricia 

Melosh, Greg & Nick 

Nadler, Krissy & Maria 

Newton, Doris 

Nuffort, John 

Nyiri, Anna 

Ogden, Herbert 

Partridge, Sanborn 

Peet, Harry 

Perkins, Craigue 

Perkins, Robert & Thelma 

Perkins, Vera 

Pulling, Alfred & Roma 

Pulling, Steve 

Reynolds, George 

Rogers, Harold 

Russell Ellen 

Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 
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KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
JUNE, 1984 

111 Southampton Court 
P.O. Box 1097 
44 Bertwell Road 
P.O. Box 367 
Powerhouse Road 
RD 

P.O. Box 131 
179 Union Street 
RR 1, Box 340 
103 Bellevue Avenue 
39 East Street 

YWCA, 202 W. 2nd St., Rrn. 204 

RD#2, Sunset Acres 

249 Lincoln Avenue 

RD#2, Plains Road 

1 Eastview Court 

22 Engrem Avenue 

RD#1, Sugarwood Hill Road 

RD#1, Sugarwood Hill Road 

50 Edgerton Street 

Post Road Extension 

Post Road Extension 

15 Deer Street 

10 Elm Street 

60 Litchfield Avenue 

Drake Road 

81 Lincoln Avenue 

RD#2, Woodstock Avenue 

RD#2, Woodstock Avenue 

10598 Jason Court 

18 Ronaldo Court 

3922 Elmwood Avenue 

8 E. Washington St. 

Robinwood Development 
Drake Road 

RD#1, Chasanna Drive 

280 Fort Washington Avenue 

7 Curtis Avenue 

RD#2 , Box 40 

RD#1 

Box 236 

Box 236 

1 Pleasant Heights 
26 Boutwell Road 
453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 
173 Lincoln St. 

62 Ormsbee Avenue 
115" Barre Street 
Woodstock Stage Road 
4812 Lebanon Road 
242 South Main Street 
RD#2, Woodstock Avenue 
Post Road 
36 Rivercrest 
223 Adams Street 

33 Thayer Street 
1651 Clayburn Circle 


Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Dearborn, MI 48121 
Chittenden, VT 05737 
Cuttingsville , VT 05738 
Dorset, VT 05251 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Wallingford, VT 05773 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Duluth, MN 55806 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Randolph, VT 05060 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Columbia, MD 21044 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Erie, PA 16509 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Killington, VT 05751 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
New York, NY 10032 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Chester, VT 05143 
E. Wallingford, VT 05742 
E. Wallingford, VT 05742 
West Rutland, VT 05777 
Andover, MA 01810 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Newton Highlands, MA 0 
Proctor, VTD5765 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Hanover, NH 03755 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Providence, RI 02906 
Cincinnati- OH A^An 
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Lincoln Avenue 
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1 Eastview Court 
22 Engrem Avenue 
RD//1, Sugarwood Hill Road 
RD#1, Sugarwood Hill Road 
50 Edgerton Street 
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15 Deer Street 
10 Elm Street 
60 Litchfield Avenue 
Drake Road 
81 Lincoln Avenue 
RD#2, Woodstock Avenue 
RD#2, Woodstock Avenue 
10598 Jason Court 
18 Ronaldo Court 
3922 Elmwood Avenue 
8 E. Washington St. 

Rob inwood Development 

Drake Road 

RD#1, Chasanna Drive 

280 Fort Washington Avenue 

7 Curtis Avenue 

RD#2, Box 40 

RD#1 

Box 236 

Box 236 

1 Pleasant Heights 
26 Boutwell Road 
453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 
173 Iiincoln St. 
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llJ Barre Street 
Woodstock Stage Road 
4812 Lebanon Road 
242 South Main Street 
RD#2, Woodstock Avenue 
Post Road 
36 Rivercrest 
223 Adams Street 
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Culvert, Harry 
Dagg, Thomas R. , Jr. 

Daly, John 
Dicton, Joseph 
Dicton, Joseph Jr. 

Donahue , Bernard 
Dube, Ray & Janet 
Dube, Nancy & Patricia 
Fraher, Helen M. 

Frink, Helen 
Frink, James 
Gibbud , Ruth 
Griffin, James 
Hawley, Ira & Irene 
Hawley, Lorraine 
Howard, John & Pat 
Hughes, John & Emma 
Johnson, David 
Kirk, Dorothy (Mrs. Geo.) 
Kraus, Joseph 
Krasner, Linda 
Laird, Olga 
Maier, Elsie 
Martin, John & Janet 
Massey, Jim 
Mausolff, Anne 
Melosh, Patricia 
Melosh, Greg & Nick 
Nadler, Krissy & Maria 
Newton, Doris 
Nuffort, John 
Nyiri, Anna 
Ogden, Herbert 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Peet, Harry 
Perkins, Craigue 
Perkins, Robert & Thelma 
Perkins, Vera 
Pulling, Alfred & Roma 
Pulling, Steve 
Reynolds, George 
Rogers, Harold 
Russell Ellen 
Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 
Scott, W. Churchill 
Shambo , Winnie 
Sherman, Jake 
Simmonds, William Jr. 

Thomas , Sue 
Tumi in , Sue 
Unsworth, Karen 
Vang, Lao 

Valiquette, Thelma 
Valiquette, Ann, John, Mary & 
Wardwell, Arthur 
Weston, Wilbur 
Xiong, Van Lee 
Young, Virginia 


33 Thayer Street 

1651 Clayburn Circle 

RD#1, Chasanna Drive 

142 Dorr Drive 

48 Morse Place 

18 Terrace Hill 

35 Burnham Avenue 

21^ Park Street 

100 South Main Street 

7 Curtis Avenue 

95 Killington Avenue 

Thomas RD#2 

Star Route, Box 160 

104 Ashley Rd., Fairview Acres 

7 Curtis Avenue 

RD//1, Chasanna Drive 


Kutiana, vx uo/ux 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Randolph, VT 05060 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Columbia, MD 21044 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Erie, PA 16509 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Killington, VT 05751 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
New York, NY 10032 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Chester, VT 05143 
E. Wallingford, VT 05742 
E. Wallingford, VT 05742 
West Rutland, VT 05777 
Andover, MA 01810 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Newton Highlands, MA 0 
Proctor, VTD5765 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Hanover, NH 03755 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Providence, RI 02906 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Chittenden, VT 05737 
Apex, NC 27502 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 


ro, 



PROCTOR HIGH LEDGES 
by Churchill Scott 

It was a good thing that a couple of 
Proctor natives were along on this hike 
for the leader was talked into a hike to 
a spot where he had never been. However, 
in spite of a hot, humid, buggy afternoon, 
we found our goal and enjoyed an evening 
snack and visit. 

In spite of poor visibility it was 
an enjoyable hike, and the whole group 
of around 20 people felt that these half- 
day hikes should be scheduled each 
quarter. 


HOMER STONE MOUNTAIN 
by John & Emma Hughes 
June 9, 1984 

On Saturday, June 9, we parked our 
cars at Big Branch River parking lot. 

From there seven hikers started bush- 
whacking for about two miles until we 
came to a forest road. 

We went along this road for a short 
distance and followed an old logging road 
and a path that came to an end . From 
there we started to bushwhack again, 
this time following the flags marking the 
trail up to the top of Homer Stone Moun- 
tain. We had lunch on the summit with 
all the bugs which were thick all the 
way. 

As we started down the other side 
we lost the flag trail. We kept going 
and came onto the Long Trail. We walked 
the trail back to our parked cars. 



ROUTE 118 TO BARROWS CAMP 

by Rob Carey 
June 16-17, 1984 

This turned out to be the "Road 
Closed" or "You can't get there from 
here" hike. The northern part of the 
state had experienced severe flooding 
several weeks before this hike. As a 
result, although we tried a half dozen 
different roads to get to Barrows Camp 
we were not able to reach it. After dis- 
cussing the matter and rejecting the idea 
of trying a section further north, we 
decided to add four miles to the trip 
and end the hike at Vt. 15. 

We had lunch just two miles into 
the hike at an excellent view of Ritter- 
bush Pond . On our way in we saw the 
first deer I have seen on the Long Trail. 
We got to Parker Camp about suppertime. 
This shelter is in Very good condition, 
and is located on a road that seems 
driveable with 4WD. 

Laraway Lookout provided excellent 
views on Sunday morning as well as a 
place to eat the leftover chocolate 
eclairs Sue Thomas made. Crossing Codd- 
ing required getting slightly wet feet 
but no one minded. Barrows Cam made a 
good lunch spot. Prospect Rock's views 
were also very good, and there were 
several day hikers there also. It felt 
good to get back to the car. We did 
notice those extra four miles, but are 
glad we did them. 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL, BRIDGEWATER 
by Roma Pulling 
June 24, 1984 

One of the lesser-known duties of 
the Outings chairman is replacing a hike 
leader who can't fulfill the role or 
failing that, leading the hike himself/ 



herself. So when Ray told me he would be 
unable to lead this hike due to a death 
in the family, I hoped to choose a new 
leader. 

Came Sunday morning, and guess what? 

Of the 12 people who came to the park, 

I was the only one who had the remotest 
idea where to go. One thing we all did 
agree on was that we didn't want all the 
driving required by starting in Chateau- 
gay; so we would hike as far in from 
Route 12 as possible and return to our 
cars the same way. 

I got everyone headed toward Wood- 
stock and after playing a game of leap- 
frog occasioned by a misunderstanding as 
to where we would stop for food, we 
arrived at our parking place, which is 
actually some distance off Rte. 12. We 
came very soon to the spur trail leading 
to Mauri Wintturi (formerly Gulf) Shelter 
but by-passed it, planning to stop there 
on the way back. At noon we had reached 
the Lookout (known as Luce's Lookout 
when I lived in that area) and ate lunch 
there. The tower is mostly disassembled 
and useless. It was, surprisingly, too 
cold to linger and enjoy the view, and 
no one was inspired to go further on the 
trail; so we started back. 

I was dismayed to find how far Wintturi 
Shelter was relocated off the trail, 
definitely further than the 0.3 of a mile 
mentioned in the guidebook which Jake 
Sherman loaned me. Half of our people 
thought it not worth the effort and 
waited by the trail while the rest of us 
puffed and plodded uphill to the new lo- 
cation. I have been told eventually the 
AT will be relocated nearer the shelter 
and certainly hope this is true. There 
is a nice tribute to Mauri in the form 
of laminated copies of the LONG TRAIL 
NEWS story about his death and the speech 
delivered at the dedication. 

With our group rejoined, we returned 
the short distance to our cars, and Kill- 
ington Section luck was with us this 
time. We got only sprinkles until we 
were on our way to Rutland, when I had to 
run the wipers. 


ICE BEDS — WHITE ROCKS 
by Ray Catozzi 
June 30, 1984 

A fair-sized group of twelve showed 
for this walk into the Ice Beds in Wall- 
ingford. Of course, we didn't see any 
ice in there that day. (I've never seen 
ice there in all the years I've visited 
that location!) The temperature of the 
air and water coming out from under the 
bottom boulders of the White Rocks talus 
slope stays at 40 degrees during the 
summer, and is very refreshing. 

After a few of us scrambled up the 
boulders for a better view of the rock 
slope, we returned a short distance on 
the Ice Bed Trail but soon turned off 
onto a somewhat makeshift trail. This 
led to the rocky promontory close by and 
above the White Rocks picnic area. There 
are several open rock outlooks on this 
hill, and on the largest and most open 
of them, down a ways from the official 
lookout on top, we stopped for our pic- 
nic supper. Great views were to be had 
of the White Rocks Cliff and slope across 
the way and above us, as well as to the 
west and south up the Otter Valley. 

While eating, relaxing, and viewing, we 
spotted three or four peregrine falcons 
wheeling high about the cliff top. These 
were several of the young birds that are 
being raised by Cornell University and 
released and observed most of the summer 
in high cliff areas of the northeast. 
Their numbers had been declining over 
recent years, but due to man's help are 
now making a comeback. 

With us that day were a pair of 
sisters, Jean Santamassino of Kearny, 
N.J., and Mary Hendricks of Houston, 
Texas, formerly of Rutland, back home 
visiting their mother. It was a pleasure 
to have them join us in our summer after- 
noon outing. Quite often tourists in 
the Rutland area see our Herald notices 
and join us, which is great. This hike 
was the second one starting at 1:00 P.M. 
this year and many folks like that length 
of outing. We will have more. 





3. 


END-TO-END, RTE . 15 TO SMUGGLER'S NOTCH 

by Al Pulling 
July 6-8, 1984 

On a beautiful Friday, July 6, we 
(Roma Pulling, Steve Pulling, Little 
Jimmy Davis — not Little Jimmy Dickens 
— and myself) left Rutland around 1:20 
P.M. We had an enjoyable ride to Stowe 
and over to Smuggler's Notch. We did 
the Route 108 "road walk." Then we left 
Steve's car at Smuggler's Notch and all 
loaded into my car and went over to 
Route 15 and over to Johnson, where we 
spotted my car at a dirt road intersec- 
tion. 

At about 4:00 P.M. we headed for 
French Camp . There appeared to be a new 
logging road in the area which we fol- 
lowed for quite a spell. Noticed it 
was getting dark in the western sky. We 
continued on to French Camp, and it sure 
was a welcome sight. Lots of hard rains 
in the preceding weeks had left several 
washouts on the trail. 

By the time we reached French Camp 
it looked more and more like rain. (We 
did have a light shower on the way in.) 
About half an hour after we got there, 
it started to come down, and I mean it 
came down. All night long it poured 



hard, accompanied by lightning and thun- 
der. On the left side of the camp there 
was a leaky roof. Steve and Jim's sleep- 
ing bags got a little wet. They even- 
tually wound up sleeping on the floor. 
Another hiker there also had a leaky roof 
where he bunked down forcing him to move 
to the table to keep dry. 

Anyway, Saturday morning it appeared 
to be a fair day. We left French Camp 
about 8:20 A.M. Within an hour it had 
completely clouded over and stayed that 


way all day, with a few very light showers. 
A wide brook about 3/4 of a mile from 
French Camp, raised to flood stage by the 
heavy rains, caused us some delay, but 
we managed to get across. After a few 
rest stops we continued on our way. It 
was cloudy and foggy on Whiteface Mountain, 
so, needless to say, there were no views. 

We arrived on the top at about 12:15 P.M. 
After a cool, windy break we proceeded on 
to Whiteface Shelter. There were three 
other hikers. They did not appear to 
want us to stay there. It was then about 
1:25 P.M. After a lunch break, we pushed 
on for Sterling Pond Shelter, arriving 
about 6:00 P.M. Steve and Jim had reached 
there about an hour earlier and had our 
supper all ready. We were tired by then. 

We retired early, and at 8:05 A.M., 
Sunday, July 8, we were on our way to 
Rte. 108. Steve's car was a welcome 
sight when we arrrived at 9:10 A.M. We 
all hopped into Steve's car and went to 
Johnson to get my car. Steve and Jim 
headed home, but Roma and I stopped in 
Morrisville to visit my cousin. We had 
dinner at my cousin's house — real food l 

The trail on that section needs work 
badly, with lots of water running down 
the trail. The blazing needs improving 
as well. 


MYSTERY HIKE UP SPRUCE KNOB 

by Ray Catozzi 
July 15, 1984 

A hazy warm day was in the offing as 
13 of the faithful headed for Middletown 
Springs and then north up the Spruce Knob 
Farm road, right into the yard of Mr. & 
Mrs. Larry Kenney at the very dead end 
of the road. "Park your cars right up 
there on that back lawn," said Larry, 

"and the trail starts right up there be- 
yond that upper meadow near the white 
birch tree." 

Well, we found the trail, but lost it 
one third of the way up the mountain. 

Larry said it hadn't been maintained like 
it should be. So my moderate climb turned 
into a somewhat difficult one as we bush- 
whacked up what looked like the easiest 
route. Bushwhacking is bad enough on the 



4 . 


level, but it's hard going for some while 
climbing . 

However, we stumbled on to the trail 
again near the top and continued to our 
destination with relative ease. The re- 
mains of a fire tower and the fire watch- 
er's shanty were looked over after which 
we moved out to the top of a bluff look- 
ing to the west where we settled down and 
lunched. The views were limited, both by 
the mostly wooded top and by the thick 
haze. To the south from the trail near 
the top we could look down on the Kenneys ' 
home and property and see our five cars 
parked in a neat row on their lawn. The 
Kenneys own most, if not all, of the land 
this trail is on, and their gracious hos- 
pitality in allowing us to invade their 
domain was greatly appreciated. They 
even greeted us at the back door of 
their nearly 200 year old home with 
pitchers of ice water and pleasant con- 
versation, after we had come back down 
the mountain. What a wonderful way to 
start and end an outing. Thank you very 
much, Mr. and Mrs. K£nney. 


PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

by Ted and Winnie Shambo 
July 21, 1984 



Right until the morning of our 
scheduled pancake breakfast we honestly 
thought- it might have to be cancelled 
due to lack of participation. Eleven 
persons, however, actually took part in 
this early morning outing, including 
Ray Auger, Southern Field Assistant, who 
met us at Big Branch Picnic Area. 


Ted got a wood fire going over which 
he fried the sausages. We used a two- 
burner camp stove with camp grill for 
the pancakes. It took four charred pan- 
cakes before the proper temperature was 
obtained. We had brought a gallon ther- 
mos of boiling water so no one had to 
wait for that all important first cup of 
coffee or cocoa. 


After everyone had had their fill 
and we had cleaned up, we parked our 
cars in the parking lot at Black Branch 
and hiked an easy two miles into Little 


Rock Pond via the Long Trail where we 
visited with the caretaker. Chip. 

Ray Auger and I went swimming and the 
water was really nice after we got used 
to it. Soon after, Ray Catozzi joined us 
Some of our group returned to their cars 
by the same inward route while the remain 
der of us hiked the Green Mountain Trail. 
Along the way I collected at least a 
dozen different and beautiful mushrooms, 
but unfortunately, once home could not 
identify even one from my book. 

Of the 11 persons at the breakfast, 
only two called our home. I believe the 
confusion was due to the fact that the 
summer schedule did not mention reserva- 
tions required although the news release 
did. I feel that this confusion can hr 
eliminated in the future with a simple 
telephone call to the leader whenever 
there is a fee involved with participa- 
tion. 

We just about broke even on expendi- 
tures for food. We hope the people who 
turned out for this outing enjoyed them- 
selves and that our breakfast can become 
an annual event with even more participa- 
tion . 


BIRD MOUNTAIN 

by John and Emma Hughes 
July 28, 1984 

It was a real nice day, but only two 
hikers showed up to go on this hike. 

We started near the last house where 
an old jeep road begins and goes along 
the eastern base of the mountain. Then 
we turned and climbed up another old 
logging road which goes to a marked 
trail leading to the top. 

After we had lunch we returned by a 
different route back to the jeep road. 


SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Editor: Carol Chapman 
Assistant Editor and Typist: Jake 

Sherman 

Illustrations: Sue Thomas 
Mailing: Ray Catozzi, Roma Pulling, 

Churchill Scott 
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DORSET PEAK 


by Ray Catozzi 
August 5, 1984 

When you climb a mountain like Dorset, 
which is a steady pull all the way to 
its 3700 foot level, you need, or want, 
a nice clear, mild day with a breeze, for 
it is a workout. But that's not what 
we had this day. Temperatures were in 
the upper 80 's to lower 90' s with high 
humidity to smother us. Just a trace of 
a breeze now and then. 

But the eight stalwarts, who showed 
for this climb, persevered, even after 
losing the trail for a while near the 
bottom of the climb. We made it to the 
lower peak of Dorset Mountain were there 
are the remains of another of the pre- 
viously numerous firetowers on Vermont's 
mountaintops . Only two remain in use 
today for fire watching, and our own 
Churchill Scott mans one of these on Kil- 
lington Peak. 

At this site there are limited views 
to the north past Danby Four Corners, but 
none at all from the highest peak of 
Dorset, about one half mile to the east, 
which three of us investigated after 
lunch. 

Originally we planned to climb Dor- 
set from the north and go out to the 
southwest through Dorset Hollow, but we 
neither wanted to take the extra long 
drive to spot cars nor had enough hikers 
familiar with the routes to split up 
into two groups, each coming in a differ- 
ent way and going out the other. We'll 
save that plan for another time. We all 
made it back to our cars without melting, 
but just barely. 


the stairs of the Back Home Cafe, reaching 
the summit in record time. We picnicked 
on quiche while awaiting the spectacular 
sunset over K-Mart — one of those awe-in- 
spiring sights which make climbing worth- 
while. However, since the sun steadfastly 
refused to set at 6:30, we decided to 
really rough it and hike to the parking 
lot to enjoy blackberries provided by Ray, 
before limping home to recover from our 
ordeal. (In other words: rained out, see 
you next year!) 



MERCK FOREST 

by Winnie Shambo 
Aug. 10-12, 1984 

The only nice thing about this week- 
end is that it rained. I say that because 
the trip was cancelled due to lack of 
participation and I would have felt badly 
indeed if the weekend had been one of 
our rare and beautiful crispy, clear, sun- 
shining days . 

Perhaps there was too much going on 
this weekend. And so, let's try again. 

Ed. Note: The weekend has been rescheduled 

to Oct. 20-21 (see schedule). 


SUPPER HIKE 

by Sue Thomas 
August 7, 1984 



In the absence of the Badgers, Linda 
Krasner and I took on the Annual Deer 
Leap Supper Hike this year. In spite of 
an impending thunderstorm, three hardy 
hikers turned up at the park: the leaders 
and Ray Catozzi. Undaunted by thunder, 
lightning and torrential sprinkles, we 
three intrepid hikers proceeded to scale 


SLIDE EVENING 
by Churchill Scott 
August 15, 1984 

It was very good to see Fred and Helen 
Field at the recent slide show presenta- 
tion and enjoy their movie film. There 
were shots of winter and summer activities 
of the section way back in the 1940's and 
50' s. 

Also there were slides of the winter 
weekends at Tall Timbers, outings of the 
1950s and 1960s and a recent trip to Mt. 
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Katahdin by the Shambo family. 

Our meeting ended with a tasty se- 
lection of goodies that hit the spot. 

Let's try to have more of this type 
of activity. Don't you have some inter- 
esting slides you'd like to share with 
our section members? 


HALE HOLLOW, PLYMOUTH 

by Ira Hawley 
August 19, 1984 


A good group of 24 hikers met at the 
park on a cloudy morning to proceed to 
Hale Hollow in Plymouth. The sun came 
out as we arrived at our parking area. 

As we started our hike along a coun- 
try road we passed a fellow comfortably 
seated in his folding chair in the river 
bed of the Broad Brook panning for gold. 

A group photo was taken just before we 
left the road to start a climb on a well- 
marked trail. Large boulders along the 
way were a topic of conversation as we 
climbed. Nearing the top, Steve Pulling 
discovered a bird's nest with three eggs 
on the ground near the trail, which we 
determined to be of the thrush family. 

At midday a discussion of location 
of the lunch break resulted in our con- 
tinuing on until 1:00 P.M. for a late 
rest period at the picnic area with 
several available tables. On our return 
along a little-used town road, we took a 
side trip to Plymouth Five Corners Ceme- 
tery where many of the grave markers were 
dated in the early 1800s. Plots of the 
Hale family (Hale Hollow) and Slack fam- 
ily (Slack Hill) were located. A lh mile 
walk (all downhill) brought us back to 
Plymouth Five Corners to our cars. Much 
interesting history of this area could 
be learned from local historians, I'm 
sure. 


As we were saying our farewells to 
this congenial group, a few sprinkles 
fell, which developed into a heavy rain 
on our return trip home. 
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MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ira and Irene Hawley 
September 9, 1984 

It was a pleasure to substitute for 
Steve Pulling on this hike. A "Mystery 
Hike" arouses the imagination. On a 
beautiful afternoon 32 people assembled 
at the park. We went to Brandon and 
left Route 7 on the McConnell Road to 
Forestdale. Then up Birch Hill past 
Goodnew Orchard to Sugar Hollow where we 
parked the cars . We went into the woods 
on an old woods road parallel to Sugar 
Hollow Brook. It was shady with a few 
easy ups and downs. 

As there was no "Real Destination," 
after two miles of walking we had a dis- 
cussion whether to continue further or 
retrace our steps. It was decided not 
to overdo it for some of the newcomers 
and we returned to our cars via the same 
route . 

When the last of the slower walkers 
arrived at our cars, we discovered that 
John Hughes had thoughtfully procured a 
supply of fresh apples from the nearby 
sales stand. Everyone had a pleasant 
afternoon. 


THE LAST MILE: LAKE MANSFIELD TO 
SMUGGLERS’ NOTCH 
by Roma Pulling, E.T.E. 

It seemed like an occasion for fire- 
works, frivolity, and champagne toasts 
instead of the quiet conclusion of this 
backpack, much like any other. It 
wasn't like any other because my husband, 
A1 Pulling, and I had been laboring 
toward this end, this moment, for six 
years, four months, and two days. We 
are now End-to-Enders ! ! ! 

At the start and for the first 130 
miles or so, completing the trail seemed 
like an impossible dream for people in 
their middle years. From 130 to 200 
miles I began to take it seriously, and 
after last summer's eight-day trek I knew 
I could do it. Even so, this last 
effort had to be postponed while Alfred 
recuperated from major surgery performed 
July 16; but on September 7, 1984, at 
2:00 P.M. we were on our way from Rutland 
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with our backpacking companions, Steve 
Pulling and Jim Davis. We were blessed 
with good weather throughout the weekend . 

Spotting our car in Smugglers' Notch, 
we all crowded into Steve's car and headed 
for Lake Mansfield, parked his car in the 
lot there and hiked to Taylor Lodge for 
the night. The trail was familiar as we 
had used it when hiking south over Bolton 
Mountain last October. We had the shelter 
to ourselves and spent an enjoyable night, 
under the light of an almost full moon. 

Saturday morning we discussed whether 
to leave by the main route or by the 
"much more interesting" but more difficult 
Clara Bow Trail. Three voices chorused, 
"Let's Clara Bow it" (guess who was the 
silent partner?), and we worked our way 
through Nebraska Notch. I thought it com- 
pared in wildness to Devil's Gulch further 
north. Arriving at Butler Lodge around 
noon, we ate lunch and watched members of 
the Burlington Section creosoting the 
shelter . 

Here we had to decide if we could make 
it to Taft Lodge at a reasonable hour, 
and the boys decided to go for it. I 
puffed along at a much slower pace with 
Alfred acting as watch dog and arrived at 
Taft, with sore feet and throbbing knees, 
at 5:30 P.M. At the approach to the Fore- 
head, the boys had decided on the more 
difficult main trail again rather than 
the by-pass. I found it rough but pulled 
through with an occasional helping hand 
from one of the fellows. At the Summit 
Station we had enjoyed the novelty of 
browsing among the gifts and buying cold 
drinks. Our stop at the summit of Mans- 
field was a real pleasure even though it 
was swarming with day hikers. After 
resting, taking pictures, and admiring 
the delicately beautiful Alpine sandwort 
in bloom there, we made the long descent 
to Taft. 

Overnight at Taft was a different ex- 
perience from the one at Taylor, which 
had been one of complete silence except 
for the occasional hoot of an owl. The 
caretaker at Taft was host to nearly 20 
people. They were as quiet as 20 people 
can be, but outside the wind swept past 
while we were fanned by breezes that 
slipped through cracks in the log walls, 
and in the dead of night a large plane 
flew over. Sunday morning we descended 


to our car and on the way met a 75-year- 
old man working on his End-to-End alone. 

For people who hike the LT in one 
trip, the sight of the marker at the 
Canadian border must be a stirring ex- 
perience. For us, the opportunity to 
look down from the highest point on the 
LT was a fitting climax and one we won't 
forget. I remember many things about our 
six-year odyssey: breathtaking views, 

meetings with other hikers, quiet nights 
under the stars, other nights around the 
campfire . 

So if you're walking through the woods 
and meet a spare, gray-haired hiker with 
a triumphant smile and sporting an End- 
to-End patch, followed by a husband simi- 
larly equipped, please salute. WE MADE 
IT! ! ! 

Editor's Note: Congratulations, Roma and 

Al, from us all! 


BOOK REVIEW 

A study of the plants and animals 
living on a small private plot of land 
doesn't sound like a book you wouldn't 
want to put down, but A Natural History 
of Tinmouth, Vermont is just that. 

Author George LeBoutillier and his 
wife, Miriam, moved to Tinmouth when they 
retired from teaching at Ohio University. 

During the years that they have 
lived in Tinmouth, the Le Boutilliers 
have become well acquainted with the 
comings and goings of the creatures large 
and small that inhabit their land, the 
plants growing there and even its geology. 

Mr. Le Boutillier's understanding 
and love all living things shine through 
his observations. In describing the 
parenting habits of cowbirds, he says 
"Avian mores are not human mores and to 
interpret bird behavior by human values 
is a mistake." And you will laugh with 
him at the raccoons' perspicacity in 
having learned the date when sweet corn 
will be ready for picking. "The day be- 
fore will be the one on which they visit 
your garden to sample all the ears!" 

The author's charming and humorous 
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sketches enliven the book. 

This natural history is written 
simply enough for a child or beginning 
naturalist to understand, but will also 
interest those well versed in the field, 
especially those who live in Rutland 
County. 

A Natural History of Tinmouth , 
Vermont is available at Book King in 
Rutland . 


IN SYMPATHY 

Word has been received recently of 
the death of the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur F. Weston. 

The Killington Section would like 
to express our deepest sympathy to Wes 
Weston and his family at this time. 


CLIMB THE MOUNTAINS 

Climb the mountains and get their 
good tidings. Nature's peace will flow 
into you as sunshine flows into trees. 
The winds will blow their freshness into 
you, and the storms their energy, while 
cares will drop off like autumn leaves. 


RECIPE 

Stuffed Apple - An apple stuffed with 
peanut butter and raisins or with cream 
cheese, honey and cinnamon makes a great 
trail snack. Just cut off the top quarter 
of the apple, remove the core (leaving 
the bottom of the apple intact to keep 
filling in). Stuff the opening, replace 

the lid, and carry in a plastic bag. 

Backpacker 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication), and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter), which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. My 
dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte. 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec./Treas. 

c/o V. Young — R.D.#1 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $12.00 Spouse $10.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* * 1.00 Individual Junior (to 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 6.00 

*Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits . 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of 


THANK YOU! 



KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Autumn 1984 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RD 1, Post Road, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., Chasanna Drive, 773-7448; or 
W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RFD #1, Chasanna Drive, 775-1494 


DATE HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Oct. 6 10:30 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


MIDDLETOWN MOUNTAIN, 5 mi., easy to moderate. 

Ira & Irene Hawley, 775-4149 


Oct. 13-14 
(Sat . -Sun. ) 


GIRL SCOUT END-TO-END HIKE. Leaders still welcome. 
Phone for details. Janet Martin, 773-8621 


Oct. 14 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 A.M. 

Oct. 20-21 
(Sat. -Sun.) 

8:00 A.M. 

Oct. 27-28 
(Sat . -Sun . ) 

6:00 A.M. 

Nov. 4 
(Sun. ) 

1:00 P.M. 

Nov. 17 
(Sat.) 

5:00 P.M. 

Dec. 2 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 A.M. 

Dec . 3 
(Mon . ) 

6:00 P.M. 

Dec. 8 
(Sat . ) 

6:00 P.M. 

Dec. 16 
(Sun . ) 

9:30 A.M. 

Dec. 22 
(Sat.) 

9:00 A.M. 

Dec. 29 
(Sat.) 

10:00 A.M. 


FALL FOLIAGE HIKE, Baker Peak, Mt . Tabor, from Forest 
Road 30. 4 mi., moderate. Fine views, good for all 

ages. Rob & Sue Carey, 446-2830 

WOMEN'S WILDERNESS WEEKEND at Merck Forest. Hope 
this date is better for everyone. Reservation re- 
quired, fee charged. Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 

SPINELESS BACKPACK (if you want to know, ask!), 
north and south from Hazen's Notch. Call for 
reservations. Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

ANNUAL VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE, the popular East 
Mountain climb. Moderate, 3 mi. 

Joe Valiquette, 773-8745 

COVERED DISH SUPPER, Tamarack Notch. Members only . 
Bring place setting and either hot dish, salad or 
dessert. Slide program. Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

BELMONT area, following old roads, 2 mi., easy. 

Krissy Nadler, 438-5298 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. Your chance to contribute 
toward variety and spice in our program. Refresh- 
ments. Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

MOONLIGHT HIKE. If we're lucky, the full moon will 
give "a lustre of mid-day to objects below." Mystery 
destination, 3 mi., easy. Members only . Refresh- 
ments. Ted & Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 

Former BEDNAR HUNTING CAMP on our Appalachian Trail 
right of way near Clarendon Gorge. 4 mi., moderate. 

Harold Rogers, 775-5992 

MORGAN PEAK and LOST SHELTER, Pinney Hollow, Plymouth. 
3 mi., moderate. Churchill Scott, 775-1494 

4th annual ICE SKATING PARTY, Pulling Camp, Fern 
Lake. Members only. Steve Pulling, 775-3361 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD 
CAR EXPENSE WHEN APPOPRIATE. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH 
HIKE LEADER. 





IMPACT OF PICO EXPANSION DISCUSSED 
by Rob Carey 

As you may know, Pico Ski Area is 
planning an expansion. As part of this 
they are making a major effort to inform 
and involve interested organizations. 

There have been two meetings so far and 
a third is planned. 

At the first meeting people brought 
up topics such as traffic, sewage, views, 
and hiking trails, that the development 
could affect. At the second meeting the 
general plans which took these items in- 
to consideration were presented. Of 
course, not everybody present was fully 
satisfied with what was shown, but all 
were supportive of the effort to com- 
promise and avoid confrontation. 

Most of the land through which the 
Long Trail passes from U.S. 4 south al- 
most to Ram's Head is owned by Pico. 

There are no plans for the major part of 
this area. Most of the envisioned de- 
velopment will be near the existing 
base area. This includes a sports com- 
plex and a possible retail center. Expan- 
sion of condominiums in existing areas 
is also planned. One of these areas. 

Brad Mead Drive, is near the Trail. 

Pico recently purchased land that 
abuts U.S. 4 east of Sherburne Pass. 

There are plans to build housing units 
on this new section. While this would 
not affect the Trail, ski lifts and ski 
trails planned to connect with the main 
part of Pico would have to cross the 
Trail. The number and location of these 
crossings is unknown. We hope that they 
will be small and negotiable. Since this 
is also part of the Appalachian Trail, 
acquisition is involved. 

At this point cautious optimism seems 
appropriate. Club and section officials 
are certainly interested in hearing from 
members on this issue. 


WEST RUTLAND STATE FOREST 
by Ray Catozzi 
September 16, 1984 

If you look up into the extreme 
upper left hand (northwest) square corner 
of a map of West Rutland, you will find, 
if you have the right map ( Vermont 
Gazetteer ) , a marked off tract of land 
less than i mile square. This in itself 
is not so unusual on a map, but inside 
that little 1/2" square on the map are 
the words "West Rutland STATE Forest." 

This is intriguing to a map lover, 
a state forest of less than a mile 
square! Worth investigating for a poss- 
ible club hike. It was, and we did hike 
it, on Sunday, Sept. 16! 

A private road coming off the upper 
Whipple Hollow Road leads into the 
state land, going past one beautiful 
camp on the way, with a lawn and rock 
garden. The route then becomes a wood 
road as it climbs and encircles a high 
hill in the center of the forest plot. 
After coming close to the crest of the 
hill on the west side, it then dips back 
down around the south side to re-join the 
lead-in road just above the camp. 

We lunched in a semi-cleared area 
where some logging had been done, and 
then started back down, continuing our 
counterclockwise encirclement of the hill. 
We had a grand walk and many had great 
fun picking blackberries on the way down, 
some just to eat on the spot, but a few 
lingering behind to gather enough for a 
pie or two. 

Only limited views of Blue Ridge and 
Pico were to be seen to the east, but we 
walked under many extremely tall oak, 
maple, birch and spruce trees, some 
easily over 100 feet tall. 

If anyone has the answer to why this 
little, and little known, plot of land is 
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called a state forest, we would be in- 
terested in hearing it. Maybe the Ver- 
mont Department of Forests and Parks 
expects it to grow like the acorns do. 

The only fact that seems to have a bearing 
on it is a sign on the gate across the 
lead-in road. It says "West Rutland 
Fire Wood Lot." 


MYSTERY CANOE TRIP 
by Steve Pulling 
September 22, 1984 

Despite the local meteorologist's 
forecast of a poor day, the weather 
proved to be quite nice and a very success- 
ful canoe trip was had this year. The 
recipe for the day was relaxation, ex- 
ploration, fellowship, and most of all 
just plain old fun out in Mother Nature's 
vast array of beauty. 

The destination this year was Camp 
Sunrise in Benson, Vermont, which is bor- 
dered by Sunrise Lake on the east and 
Sunset Lake on the west. The shores of 
these two lakes are mostly wooded with 
very few camps in comparison to most 
lakes in the area, which made for a 
peaceful setting. 

Eleven people with six canoes shoved 
off from the waterfront at Camp Sunrise 
into Sunrise Lake with no real destina- 
tion in mind. A couple of canoes just 
meandered around the middle of the lake 
while the remaining canoes slowly made 
their way around the perimeter of the 
lake looking at the scenery, fish, turtles 


and ducks . 

About 11:30 A.M. everyone took a 
break from paddling and just lounged in 
the canoes soaking up some very warm 
sun rays . Somewhere around noon we made 
the very long portage of 30 feet into 
Sunset Lake. After 20 minutes of paddling 
we beached the canoes and climbed to a 
high point of land with nice views of 
Sunset Lake for lunch. The abbreviated 
method of starting a fire was used by the 
trip leader after many attempts to use 
the Girl Scout method had failed. 

When all of the hot dogs were roasted 
and lunch was consumed, we couldn't make 
any more excuses for sitting and over- 
looking the lake so we boarded the canoes 
and paddled around Sunset Lake at a lei- 
surely pace. The 30-foot portage was 
encountered on the return trip back to 
Camp Sunrise, and the trip leader could 
see everyone was ready to quit for the 
day. So much for the fourth annual 
Killington Section canoe trip. 


KILLINGTON PEAK FROM THE BASE LODGE 

by Harold C. Rogers 
September 30, 1984 

The weather was warm and quite clear 
as we met in the park. When we arrived 
at the base lodge of Killington, we 
waited a few minutes at the parking lot 
for some additional hikers we thought 
might show up, but they didn't. 

We could see our destination at the 
top and were anxious to get started. 

As no one seemed to care about going up 
under the ski lift, we decided to go up 
the service road. On the lower slopes 
the leaves were green and we were shel- 
tered and did not have a good view. But 
near the top we could see more and admire 
the color of the valley and mountains. 
With numerous rest stops it took us 
a little over two hours getting to the 
top . 

On our arrival Churchill had coffee 
and snacks for us. His homestead was 
quite cozy for our group. After resting 
and visiting we looked over the gondola 
and summit restaurant and started down. 
The descent was faster but more painful. 
The hike was good exercise and seemed to 
be enjoyed by all. 
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MIDDLETOWN MOUNTAIN 
by Ira and Irene Hawley 
October 6, 1984 

With consideration for the many Fall 
activities (foliage viewing, holiday 
weekend, art showings, etc.) it was nice 
to see 10 interested hikers gather at 
the park for our own foliage viewing 
trek. 

With full sun on the mountains as 
we approached the laconic Range from 
West Rutland to Tinmouth, the scenery 
was excellent. As we left Route 133 
at Ira Town Hall and proceeded north, 
Herrick Mountain appeared high on the 
horizon directly ahead. 

We parked the cars at the beginning 
of an abandoned town road and proceeded 
along it upgrade toward Middletown 
Springs. At the summit was a clearing 
where the sun shone in warm and made a 
pleasant place for our lunch stop. As 
we proceeded further along there were 
look-outs for views of Killington and 
Shrewsbury Peaks. Farther along we 
came upon seasonal camps, and on a side 
trip we discovered a small pond, and just 
beyond, open fields green with alfalfa. 
From here there was a nice view of the 
eastern slope of Spruce Knob and beyond 
to a settlement which I think was 
Poultney. We were reluctant to leave 
this pleasant place, but as with all 
hikes, we had to retrace our steps to 
our cars. A pleasant day was had by all 
participants . 


GIRL SCOUT LT END-TO-END EVENT 
by Janet Martin 
October 13-14, 1984 

This Event took place on the weekend 
of Oct. 13-14. The weather was beautiful 
throughout the state on both days. We 
had 50 troops on the trail with about 
500 girls and 200 leaders. Harry Peet, 

Ray Auger, and Ben Day were very helpful 
to the planning committee in suggesting 
hikes, access, etc. 

In the local area, Killington Section 
members Ray Catozzi, Sue Thomas, Roma 
Pulling, and Jan Martin accompanied troops 
on their hikes. Ray and Sue went on over- 
night hikes with Senior and Cadette troops 


from the Rutland area, north and south 
from Forest Road #10 respectively. Roma 
went in to Clarendon Lodge, up Beacon 
Hill and also a quick trip to the swing- 
ing bridge; Jan led her troop up the New 
Boston Trail to Mt. Carmel. Carol Chap- 
man was consultant to a troop that hiked 
from the top of Killington to Governor 
Clement Shelter. They were given passes 
on the gondola by the Killington Ski 
Area. 

Part of the troops' assignment was 
to report on trail and shelter conditions. 
In the Killington Section itself, the 
following was reported: Killington Peak 

to Governor Clement Shelter ...some blow- 
downs; Route 103 to Beacon Hill... well 
maintained, some washouts need work. 

They also recorded the people they met 
as follows: New Boston Trail, 13 with 

group and met 10, all from out of state 
(the trail marking was very confusing 
because of the cross-country ski trails 
also marked in blue) ; Long Trail Lodge 
to Gifford Woods, 18 in group, met eight 
in family groups (this group did not re- 
quest a consultant) ; Killington, six in 
group, met three on trail; Rte. 103 to 
Beacon Hill, 19 in group and met eight 
hikers, mostly singles. 

The Scouts would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the above peo- 
ple for their help in making this 
Event possible. All the troops were 
very enthusiastic about their trips and 
I hope the GMC will gain some members 
as a result. Almost all reported they 
would like to go again. 

BAKER PEAK 

by Rob and Sue Carey 
October 14, 1984 

We took the easy way in, only two 
miles each way, by hiking in from Forest 
Road #30. The weather was excellent, re- 
sulting in a good turnout of over 20 
hikers. The hikers' ages ranged from 
three to seventy, including several new 
people. The 10:00 A.M. starting time 
proved popular, as well as the easy 
destination. 

A viewpoint about two-thirds of a 
mile below the summit provided an ex- 
cellent lunch spot, with plenty of com- 
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fortable rocks to relax on. The views 
from the summit were even more extensive. 
The return hike was enjoyable and unevent- 
ful. Some took a short side trip to 
Lost Pond Shelter before driving home. 

We also saw several inviting campsites to 
keep in mind for future use. 



MERCK FOREST 
by Winnie Shambo 
October 20, 1984 

It is unfortunate that we are unable 
to generate more interest in some of our 
"overnight outings." Fortunately, we 
have the stout-hearted few who do enjoy 
an overnight , such as our trip to Merck 
Forest. 

Sue Thomas, Roma Pulling and I, along 
with Honey Bear (my pup), met at the park 
while Sue Carey joined us as we passed 
her home on Route 7. As I recall, it was 
a pleasant day and the ride down was 
uneventful except that Honey Bear turned 
out to be a poor rider. 

There was a bit of a mix-up in our 
reservations, but once straightened out 
we proceeded on to Beebe Pond and the 
Upper Shelter where there is a fine view 
of Mt. Equinox. In the evening, lights 
of the building seem to twinkle as stars 
from atop the mountain. Beebe Pond is 
growing in more each year I return. A 
great deal of slash work and mowing had 
been done in the area which makes for 
easier access to the privy. The white 
birch seemed whiter, if that is possible. 
The pump at the pond has not been working 
for at least two years. Water for the two 
shelters at Beebe Pond is available from 
a brook 0.2 miles left from the Upper 
Shelter. 

Soon after lunch and a short rest we 
decided to climb Mt. Antone. We followed 
orange markings on the trees which, at 
times, were difficult to find, causing 


the leader to sometimes miss the trail 
for a short bit only to cross it further 
on. We spent some time at the clearing, 
enjoying the sunshine, views, and Honey 
Bear's antics. 

Back at the shelter another rest 
period ensued for all of us. Sue Thomas 
took the opportunity of Honey Bear's in- 
activity to do a beautiful sketch of her. 

Supper consisted of spaghetti with 
meatball/Italian sausage sauce, tossed 
salad and Italian bread provided by the 
leader. Nothing says one has to do 
without a good meal in the woods . 

The night was mild for the time of 
year, although Honey Bear shivered and 
had to be covered . During the wee hours 
a tremendous coughing noise was heard 
from the direction of the pond, followed 
by the sound of a large animal crashing 
through the woods . A bear ! ? My bear 
nearly climbed the shelter wall from 
fear and from that point on slept with 
her head propped on my neck and most of 
her body within my sleeping bag. 

Sue Carey left us before breakfast to 
return to unfinished chores at home. 

After our breakfast the rest of us broke 
camp and headed out for the parking lot. 

Just as a footnote regarding something 
I would like to see altered at Merck 
Forest: We came across a number of hun- 

ters during our short stay at the forest. 
Either the Foundation should close the 
Forest to hikers during hunting season 
or hunting should not be allowed within 
the Forest boundaries. I'm not aware of 
any "accidents" happening there but that 
fact does not preclude one from happening 
sometime in the future. 

VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE 
by Joe Valiquette 
November 4, 1984 

It was a clear November day as 35 
hikers began their climb up East Mountain. 
East Mountain was a special place for 
my father, Harold Valiquette. He hunted 
and hiked it and in later years taught 
his grandchildren about the beauty of 
the mountain. We encountered two animal 
traps on the way up. 1 stepped on one, 
but no harm done. When we reached the 
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top, the view was great. You could see 
Rutland, West Rutland, and off in the 
distance, the Adirondacks. Our descent 
was uneventful, but the temperature be- 
came a bit cool as we hurried down the 
mountain. 


COVERED DISH SUPPER 
by Roma Pulling 
November 17, 1984 

Some of the people we look forward 
to seeing at our annual "deer season 
special" couldn't make it this year, but 
a loyal group of 16 did manage to gather 
at the camp at Tamarack Notch. The food 
was delicious, as always. 

Instead of Rotary cabin, which is 
crowded but warm, we were assigned to 
the dining hall. Even though the care- 
takers had had a fire in the fireplace 
all afternoon, it was never really warm. 
Of course it was our luck to be there on 
one of the coldest nights so far with a 


couple of inches of snow on the ground. 
Nevertheless, we are grateful to Grace 
Congregational Church for letting us meet 
at their camp for the fourth year in a 
row. 

Sue Thomas presented the program 
this year — a very interesting set of 
slides from her trip to Arizona. Thanks, 
Sue. Thanks are also due to A1 Pulling 
for furnishing the wood for the fire and 
helping to set up tables in the after- 
noon. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication) , and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter) , which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. My 
dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte. 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


Killington Section, QIC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec./Treas. 
c/o V. Young -- R.D.#1 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $12.00 Spouse $10.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 Individual Junior (to 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 6.00 

♦Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of . 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1985 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RD 1, Post Road, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., Chasanna Drive, 773-7448; 
or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RFD #1, Chasanna Drive, 775-1494. 


DATE HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Jan. 6 8:00 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 


STRATTON POND, 4 mi., easy for skiers, snowshoers 
or hikers. Ted & Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 


Jan. 13 9:00 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 


Jan. 20 10:00 A.M. 

(Sun. ) 


Jan. 26 10:00 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


tfALF MOON STATE PARK, ski, snowshoe, hike or slide. 
Easy, variable mileage. 

Linda Krasner, 468-3100 

Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

The new YOUNG'S CAMP at Blue Ridge. Not suitable 
for skiing. 2 mi., moderate. 

Churchill & Virginia Scott, 775-1494 

BELMONT TO EAST WALLINGFORD, easy, 2-3 mi. 

Kriss} Nadler, 438-5298 


Feb. 10 1:00 P.M. 

(Sun. ) 


BELLEVUE AVENUE EXTENSION TO POST ROAD. With luck, 
we'll follow the power line and unplowed roads to 
Pulling's for hot chocolate and cookies. (Third 
attempt!) Easy, 2 mi. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 


Feb. 24 1:00 P.M. 

(Sun. ) 


SLEDDING PARTY, skiing, snowshoeing at our house in 
Wallingford. Members only . 

Rob & Sue Carey, 446-2830 


Mar. 2-3 9:00 A.M. 

(Sat. -Sun.) 


WINTER WEEKEND at Merck Forest in Rupert . Day 
hikers welcome. Overnight campers must register 
in advance and pay a fee. 

Roma Pulling 773-6997 


Mar. 5 
(Tues . ) 

7:00 

P.M. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. All members wishing to 
plan spring hikes welcome. Refreshments provided. 

Roma Pulling 773-6997 

Mar . 10 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

WHITE ROCKS on the Long Trail. 4 mi., moderate. 1 
suitable for skis. Harold Rogers, 775-5992 

Mar. 16 
(Sat.) 

8:30 

A.M. 

SPRUCE SHELTER from Rte. 11, 4 mi. , moderate. Not 
suitable for skis. Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

Mar. 23 
(Sat.) 

2:00 

P.M. 

SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY at our house with Janet Martin 
at the kitchen range again. Fee charged includes 
pickles, doughnuts, and beverage. Members only. 


Roma Pulling 773-6997 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING, location to be 
announced. Program & refreshments. 

Rob Carey, 446-2830 

PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE 
WHEN APPROPRIATE. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH HIKE LEADER. 


Mar. 30 7:00 P.M. 

(Sat . ) 
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SPINELESS BACKPACK 
by Sue Thomas 
Oct. 27-28 

We five spineless backpackers tried 
to prove ourselves more hardy than our 
name by meeting at 5:30 a.m. for our 
hike, seeing the sunrise as we drove 
north. We left a car at Rte. 118, and 
began our hike with day packs from Hazen's 
Notch. We hiked about 10 miles that 
day; over Haystack and Tillotson, with a 
stop at Tillotson Camp for lunch (yes, 
Roma, we found the door!), then on to 
Belvidere. The weather was overcast, 
obscuring views, but the sun peeked thru 
occasionally, and we were all grateful 
for the unseasonably warm weather. After 
that it really got rugged — we drove 
back to Hazen's Notch accompanied by an 
"oldies" radio station, with backseat 
chorus, put away our day packs and labored 
into Hazen's Notch Camp with our back- 
packs ... 1/2 mile! 

We all suffered thru one of those 
tasteless trail suppers that Roma hates 
so much — swordfish filets cooked in 
wine with hollandaise sauce, tossed 
salad, baked potatoes, shish kabobs, and 
crepes with hot blueberry sauce, then 
settled in for a snug warm night. (All 
the reports we heard about the camp are 
true — hats off to the adopter.) 

Sunday morning (60°!!) we trudged 
the one-half mile out again to switch 
back to our reasonable day packs (except 
Jim Davis, whose day pack was never rea- 
sonable -- borrowed from his son and . . . 
sort of small!) and drove around to Rte. 
242 for the last leg. 

We reached the summit of Buchanan 
before we realized it, and played hije 
& seek with the sun the rest of the day, 
as we struggled thru one of Rob's famous 
"all-downhill-f rom-here" stretches — 


you know, the kind where you'd swear you 
were still going up but decide to trust 
his judgment. When we finally did hit 
hit the downhill, it was a doozy, but we 
all survived with enough energy to spare 
for champagne, provided by Steve, to 
celebrate the end of Sue's first, Rob's 
second, and the beginning of Junior's 
End-to-End. Congratulations all!!! 


"HORSESHOE WALK" - BELMONT 

by Krissy Nadler 
December 2, 1984 

The "flakes" were coming down (and 
I don’t mean those out-of-staters) 
occasionally as a courageous group of 
12 hikers set out on a "horseshoe walk" 
in the quiet town of Belmont. The snow 
crunched comfortably under our feet as 
we trudged along to our destination — 
lunch on Mrs. Nyiri's cottage porch! 

After a nice, leisurely lunch and quite 
a long rest, we started back to the cars. 
It was a nice walk back with nothing 
exciting happening. As we reached the 
cars, someone remarked about how nice 
the snow looked, just like.... a winter 
wonderland . 

Thanks to all who came on this hike! 


MYSTERY MOONLIGHT HIKE 

by Ted Shambo 
December 8, 1984 

There aren't that many short-dis- 
tance places to choose from for an 
evening hike so we're sure the destina- 
tion of this outing wasn't so very much 
a mystery after all, especially when we 
parked our cars at Rte. 103 and headed 
north on the Long Trail. 
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The moon was hidden by cloud cover 
and never showed its face as Sue Carey, 
wearing snowshoes, led the group into 
Clarendon Shelter. 

Thomas Shambo and I packed dry wood 
in for the campfire. Once at the shel- 
ter, we had to rebuild the fire pit, 
then gather dry branches and twigs for 
kindling. Soon we had a good fire burn- 
ing. 

It didn't take long for the water 
to heat and soon we were drinking our 
hot beverages (some had wine) while we 
talked, joked and enjoyed one another's 
company. 

Those that usually "stay-over" on 
the Moonlight Hikes opted not to do so 
this year, and so we all hiked back to 
the cars together. 


wasn't as cold as usual standing around 
the fire, but the smoke was a nuisance. 

At about one o'clock we had a nice 
walk back to the cars. We followed a 
road back along Mill River which was 
better walking than the way we had gone 
in. 

Although I had underestimated the 
mileage by about a mile, it was still a 
good hike. 



BEDNAR CAMP 

by Harold C. Rogers 
December 16, 1984 

This hike to an unknown area turned 
out well. The weather was very warm for 
this time of year, but not sunny. The 
ground was snow covered, but the walking 
was not difficult. 

Fifteen of us left the fire station 
about half past nine and drove to the 
intersection of Rte. 103 and the Spring 
Lake Road. We parked the cars and 
started walking up the road toward Spring 
Lake which was quite steep. We walked 
about one quarter of a mile and then 
left the road and continued uphill in a 
westerly direction in open pasture. As 
soon as we got to the top of the hill 
the pasture ended and we started down- 
hill in open hardwoods. There were 
quite a few logging tree tops, briars, 
and bushes to get through also. After 
we got to the bottom of the hill, the 
walking was more or less level, for 
Vermont that is. We walked about a mile 
to a logging road and then about three- 
quarters of a mile to the Bednar hunting 
camp . 

We arrived at the camp about noon. 
After Steve Pulling opened the camp and 
we all had a good look around, we built 
a fire and had our usual picnic. It 


STRATTON POND IN WINTER 
by Winnie Shambo 
January 6, 1985 

Killington Section's first day hike 
of the new year was quite a chilly one 
as I recall and so we were pretty well 
bundled in layers. 

The drive to where we would park the 
cars took just about an hour. After 
donning day packs we set out for the Pond 
via logging roads near one of the ski 
trails and behind some of the most beau- 
tiful homes in the area. 

About 20 minutes into the hike, we 
came to the International Paper Company's 
log road which runs from the Arlington/ 
West Wardsboro Road to Rte. 30. The 
paper company has gates with locks at 
each end to prevent public travel. 
Crossing this "major highway in the wil- 
derness" diagonally, we picked up yet 
another logging road, this one pretty 
well eroded by recent logging activity 
in the area. Soon we came to a beaver 
pond where we made our way across their 
dam which contained some freshly gnawed 
branches . 

Skirting a wet area we came to the 
Stratton Mt. Trail. Following this trail 
to the pond, we came to the DuFresne Job, 
an old logging site. This is a clearing 
where, now, the beaver have taken over, 
and to the left of the trail there is a 
good-sized beaver pond. There is a brook 
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to cross just before beginning to climb 
the ridge separating this clearing from 
the pond. This whole area was ice-covered 
during our visit and I took a nasty fall 
there (and suffered whiplash for several 
days) . 

We passed one final beaver pond and 
after topping the ridge we began our 
downhill trek to the pond. 

What a home-coming! This was the 
first time I had been there in winter. 

It was beautiful, a whole new perspective 
for me on one of the loveliest sites on 
the Long Trail. The only portion not 
ice-locked was the outlet on the west 
side of the pond. 

The Caretaker's tent platform looked 
forlorn without its tent and about that 
time it would have offered welcome shel- 
ter. The wind was blowing strongly. 

The "boy scouts" of the group made 
numerous attempts to get a campfire going 
so there could be hot water for beverages 
and soup. After a time they gave up and 
some of us took a walk around the pond. 

I had a few things to check out for Ray 
Auger, our Southern Field Assistant. 

From Stratton View Shelter smoke 
could be seen rising from a campfire 
coaxed into being by our "girl-scouts." 

By the time we returned to the group, 
the water was good and hot . 

When everyone was warmed by their 
beverages, the fire was extinguished and 
the ashes spread before we left the area. 

It is pretty difficult going down- 
hill when your path is ice-covered. 

Several of us took falls. However, 

Roma's was the most serious. She broke 
a bone in her wrist. By the time we 
reached the cars it was quite swollen. 

I hope everyone enjoyed the pond and 
by now has recovered from their injuries. 


Ed. Note. : After two months in a cast, 

Roma has progressed to a brace and is 
back on the hiking trail. 



HALF MOON POND STATE PARK 

by Sue Thomas and Linda Krasner 
January 13, 1985 

After some discussion as to the 
exact location of Half Moon Pond State 
Park, a group of approximately one dozen 
geared up to explore the park, which we 
were fortunate to have all to ourselves. 
It was a warm sunny day with a half foot 
of freshly fallen snow — excellent for 
the first good cross-country skiing of 
the new year . 

We skied and hiked half way around 
Half Moon Pond and then across it. There 
was some swapping of ski equipment along 
the way as well as discussion as to which 
skis were faster — wax or no-wax. There 
was also a lot of food swapping as we 
waited for the water to heat over the 
fire for lunch at one of the shelters. 

After lunch the skiers became hikers 
and the group hiked to High Pond. We 
returned to Krasners' house for refresh- 
ments and to warm up after the day of 
winter activities. 

BELMONT TO EAST WALLINGFORD 

by Krissy Nadler 
January 26, 1985 

On Saturday, Jan. 26, a group of 15 
eager hikers met at the fire station... 
ready for an outing in the quaint little 
village of Belmont. We went for a 45 
minute ride to get there, but I didn't 
hear anyone complain. 

When we reached Belmont, we stopped 
and parked in front of the general store. 
We started up the hill, parallel to the 
store. When we reached the top, we 
turned left. At this point a few of the 
more adventurous hikers put on their 
X-country skis. Following a twisting 
country road, we made our way up to the 
highway. John Hughes drove his waiting 
car back to the general store, while the 
rest of us walked back. 

We all met back at Mrs. Nyiri's cot- 
tage porch, a welcome shelter against 
the piercing wind, where we dined suffi- 
ciently. 

Special thanks to Mr. A1 Pulling for 
helping me lead this hike. 
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BELMONT AVE. EXTENSION TO PULLINGS' 

HOUSE 

by Ray Catozzi 
February 10, 1985 

Well, we finally got a hit on this 
outing, after striking out last year and 
the year before, due to extensive winter 
thaws. Actually, we didn't completely 
strike out then, as we substituted East 
Mountain and Bald Mountain in Mar. '83 
and Feb. '84. 

You see, this route through the 
northeastern part of Rutland City and 
Rutland Town goes through parts of Cedar 
Swamp, which is fine going when it is 
frozen, but rather difficult when these 
parts are marshy water. The thaw came 
again this year, but a week later, so 
we were finally in luck. 

Twenty winter enthusiasts showed up 
on a fine sunny Sunday afternoon with a 
30° temperature. There were 10 hiking, 
eight skiing and two snowshoeing, quite 
a mixed group. Naturally, due to the 
differing speeds in travelling over snow, 
we got scattered over quite a long dis- 
tance before the end of the trip. 

Through some open meadow first, then 
through some mixed pine and hardwood for- 
ests we went. Then down into part of 
the swamp where Tenney Brook flows, 
across the brook, following an old over- 
grown development road put in a few years 
back (no development materialized, though). 
Our trail on this road bed was narrowed 
to just a couple feet most of the way. 

Then we intersected the powerline 
that runs from the North Rutland sub- 
station around east of Rutland to the 
South Rutland sub-station. Following 
this south for about % mile or so, we 
passed over another frozen part of the 
swamp, right under the powerline. Then 
we peeled off onto another old wood road 
that led up to some open hilltop fields 
just northwest of Pullings' house. 

Soon we arrived, at greatly staggered 
times, at their kitchen door, deposited 
our boots in a growing pile on the kitch- 
en floor, and then stocking-footed it to 
the living room for hot chocolate and 
cookies by the warmth of a roaring fire 
in the fireplace (thanks to Al Pulling, 
the master fire builder). 


A most pleasant ending to a most 
pleasant and invigorating outing, thanks 
to Roma and Al Pulling's hospitality, and 
the final cooperation of the weatherman. 

MERCK FOREST 

by Rob Carey 
March 2-3, 1985 

Three overnight hikers, Rob & Sue 
Carey and Sue Thomas, and three day hikers, 
John & Emma Hughes and Nina La Penna, 
started out on Saturday. The ground was 
bare except for some north facing slopes. 

After reaching Spruce Shelter we had 
lunch. We decided to hike up to Spruce 
Point which had excellent views. There 
was some snow on the roads and trails, 
making them stand out. The Masters Moun- 
tain Trail looked especially interesting. 
We made a loop hike stopping at the Sugar 
House. The sap was running and they were 
boiling. The sugar maker gave us a sam- 
ple of first run, still warm syrup. By 
the time we returned to Spruce Shelter, 
all were ready for a rest and snack. 

After the day hikers left, the over- 
nighters took a nap before starting sup- 
per. Sue Thomas was in charge of the 
main dish. She served veal Cordon Bleu 
with broccoli for a vegetable. It was 
delicious. The Careys supplied the 
dessert of magic bars. 

The stove cooperated well this year, 
not roasting us out but allowing Sue to 
cook over it in a T-shirt. 

After a leisurely breakfast, Sunday's 
hike out was enjoyable. 

BADGER REUNION 
by Roma Pulling 

Most Killington Sectioners, except 
for those who joined very recently, re- 
call when Rob and Carolyn Badger lived 
in the area. They moved to Virginia 
about a year and a half ago, but Rob will 
be remembered for his service on our 
Board of Directors, as Vice President, 
member of the Outings Committee and lea- 
der of "difficult" hikes. 

We were pleased therefore to get a 
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phone call in December from Landgrove, 
where Rob and Carolyn were visiting his 
parents with Daniel Brewster, their young 
son who was born in Virginia. Rob kind- 
ly invited us to get a group together 
and drive down for a visit. We contact- 
ed people by phone, hoping we didn't in- 
advertently overlook someone who would 
have liked to be included, and drove 
down on December 30. Rob's advanced 
study hasn't changed him, and motherhood 
certainly agrees with Carolyn. 

A tentative plan for ice skating on 
the pond had to be cancelled due to 
melting, but Rob led us on a delightful 
easy hike near the West Branch of the 
West River (did 1 get that right, Rob?). 
As in all our outings, we carried our 
own lunch, but Carolyn surprised us with 
a pot of delicious homemade soup and 
other goodies. We all had a most enjoy- 
able day, and it was great to see Rob 
and Carolyn again and meet Daniel Brew- 
ster. 

Thank you. Badgers!! 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


DUES DUE 

This is the last issue of Smoke & 
Blazes to be mailed to 1984 members. 
Please use the enclosed membership 
blank to send your 1985 dues to 
Churchill Scott. 


CANCELLATION 

For a variety of reasons including 
lack of ice or snow, four winter outings 
were cancelled. They had been scheduled 
for December 22 and 29, January 20, 
and February 24. 
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G.M.C. KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
31 December 1984 


Badger, Robert 
Barber, David & Audrey 
Bequaert, Frank 
Blaskovich, Mrs. William 
Bowry, Peter H. 

Brigham, Grace 
Bryant, Harriot 
Cahee, Hedrick 
Carey, Robert & Sue 
Catozzi, Raymond 
Chapman, Carol 
Char land, Rachael 

Conlon, George & Diana 
Crowther, John 
Culvert, Harry 
Dagg, Thomas R. , Jr. 

Daly, John 
Dicton, Joseph Sr. 

Dicton, Joseph Jr. 

Donahue, Bernard 
Dube, Ray & Janet 
Dube, Nancy 
Dube, Patricia 
Fraher, Helen M. 

Frink, Helen 

Frink, James 

Gibbud, Ruth 

Griffin, James 

Gunn, Robert 

Gyurasz, James 

Hawley, Ira & Irene 

Hawley, Lorraine 

Howard, John & Pat 

Hughes, John & Emma 

Johnson, David 

Kirk, Dorothy (Mrs. Geo.) 

Kraus, Joseph 

Krasner, Linda 

Laird, Olga 

Lansing, Howard & Christine 
Lansing, Anne 
La Penna, Nina 
Lemire, James 

Maier, Elsie 
Martin, John & Janet 
Massey, Jim 
Mausolff, Anne 
McCormick, Patricia 
Melosh, Patricia 
Melosh, Greg 
Melosh, Nick 
Nadler, Krissey 
Nadler, Maria 
Newton, Doris 
Nuffort, John 
Nyiri, Anna 


1704 Lark Lane 

P.0. Box 1097 
44 Bertwell Road 
P.0. Box 367 
Powerhouse Road 
R.D. 

P.0. Box 131 
179 Union Street 
R.R. 1, Box 340 
103 Bellevue Avenue 
39 East Street 
Hamilton House 
Route #1, Box 232-F20 
R.D. #2, Sunset Acres 
249 Lincoln Avenue 
R.D. #2, Plains Road . 

1 Eastview Court 
22 Engrem Avenue 
R.R. 1, Sugarwood Hill Rd. 
R.R. 1, Sugarwood Hill Rd. 
50 Edgerton Street 
Post Road Extension 
Post Road Extension 
Post Road Extension 

15 Deer Street 
10 Elm Street 

60 Litchfield Avenue 
Drake Road 
81 Lincoln Avenue 
48 Chestnut Avenue 
1077 Mass. Avenue 
R.R. #2, Woodstock Avenue 
R.R. #2, Woodstock Avenue 
10598 Jason Court 
18 Ronaldo Court 
3922 Elmwood Avenue 
8 E. Washington Street 
Robinwood Development 
Drake Road 

R.D. #1, Chasanna Drive 
Box 359 
Box 359 

16 Garden Street 
Meadowbrook Village 
Bldg. 1 - Apt. 18 

280 Fort Washington Avenue 
7 Curtis Avenue 
R.R. it 2, Box 40 
R.R. it 1 

76 Church Street 
Box 236 
Box 236 
Box 236 

1 Pleasant Heights 
1 Pleasant Heights 
26 Boutwell Road 
453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 


Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Middletown Sprgs., VT 05757 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Dearborn, MI 48121 
Chittenden, VT 05737 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Dorset, VT 05251 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Wallingford, VT 05773 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Waddington, NY 13694 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
No. Adams, MA 01247 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Columbia, MD 21044 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Erie, PA 16509 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Killington, VT 05751 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Killington, VT 05751 
Killington, VT 05751 
Proctor, VT 05765 
West Lebanon, NH 03784 

New York, NY 10032 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Chester, VT 05143 
Rutland, VT 05701 
E. Wallingford, VT 05742 
E. Wallingford, VT 05742 
E. Wallingford, VT 05742 
West Rutland, VT 05777 
West Rutland, VT 05777 
Andover, MA 01810 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
Rutland, VT 05701 


G.M.C. KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER (cont.) 


O'Hara, Mary Jane 
Ogden, Herbert 
Partridge, Charles 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Peet, Harry 
Perkins, Craigue 
Perkins, Robert & Thelma 
Perkins, Vera 
Pulling, Alfred & Roma 
Pulling, Steve 
Reynolds, George 
Rogers, Harold 
Russell, Ellen 

Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 
Schmidt, Richard 
Scott, Churchill 
Shambo, Winnie 
Sherman, Jake 
Simmonds, William, Jr. 
Sugarman, Nancy 
Thomas, Sue 
Tumi in, Sue 
Unsworth, Karen 
Vang, Lao 

Valiquette, Thelma 
Valiquette, Ann 
Valiquette, John 
Valiquette, Mary 
Valiquette, Thomas 
Wardwell, Arthur 
Weston, Wilbur 
Xiong, Van Lee 
Young, Virginia 


Box 148 

173 Lincoln Street 

49 Warner Avenue 

62 Ormsbee Avenue 

115 Barre Street 

Woodstock Stage 

4812 Lebanon Road 

242 South Main Street 

R.D. #2, Woodstock Avenue 

Post Road 

36 Rivercrest 

38 Kendall Avenue 

21 Venturi Green 
Louisquisset Ctry Club Resort 
1651 Clayburn Circle 

Oxyoke Drive 
R.R. 1, Box 4869 
142 Dorr Drive 
48 Morse Place 
18 Terrace Hill 

22 East Center Street 
35 Burnham Avenue 
21*5 Park Street 

100 South Main Street 
7 Curtis Avenue 
95 Killington Avenue 
R.D. #2, Town Line Road 
R.D. #2, Town Line Road 
R.D. #2, Town Line Road 
R.D. #2, Town Line Road 
Star Route, Box 160 
Rte. 1, Box 115-A 
7 Curtis Avenue 
R.R. 1, Box 4869 


Ludlow, VT 05149 

Newton Highlands, MA 02161 


Proctor, 

VT 

05765 

Proctor, 

VT 

05765 

Montpelier, 

VT 05602 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Charlotte, NC 28212 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Hanover , 

NH 

03755 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 


No. Providence, RI 02904 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 


Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Proctor, 

VT 

05765 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Chittenden, 

VT 05737 

Holly Spa, NC 27540 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Treasurer's Report 


$884.35 


$360.07 


238.02 
116.50 
53.04 
49.32 
40.00 
36.09 
34.50 
26.82 
19.36 
$973.72 

Balance 12/31/84 $985.03 


GEORGE L. KIRK TRAILS AND SHELTERS FUND 

Balance 1/1/84 $8,466.58 

Income 

1984 Interest 
1984 Gifts 

1984 In 

Expense 

To Main G.M.C. 

Shelter Insurance 
Trail Liability 
Steve Pulling 
Tamarack Moving 
Shelter Repair 
Pico 

Tucker-Johnson 
Shelter Registers 
Trail Maintenance 


$9,428.22 


come 


$1,039.70 

116.50 

$1,156.20 


$52.65 

20.80 


$5.24 

4.66 


Total 


73.45 


50.99 

50.84 

9.90 


6.20 
3.18 
$ 194.56 


Balance 1/1/84 


Income 

Dues $826.50 
Kirk Fund 116.50 
Interest 66.90 
Sugar on Snow 39.00 
Sale of Guide Books 21.00 
Sale of Patches 4.50 


Total $1,074.40 

Expense 

To Main G.M.C. 

Dues Assessment 333.00 
Guide Books 27.07 

Smoke & Blazes 
Transfer to G.L. Kirk Fund 
Treasurer Expense 
Publicity 
Donations 
Outings 
Dues Rebate 

Howard Bank Checking Account 
Postage 

Total 


Balance 12/31/84 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring 1985 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-3820; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RR 3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448 
or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RR 1, Box 4869, 775-1494. 


DATE HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Apr . 14 
(Sun. ) 

10:30 

A.M. 

Apr. 27 
(Sat.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

May 5 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 

A.M. 

May 11 
(Sat.) 

1:00 

P.M. 

May 18 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

May 25-27 
(Sat. -Mon. ) 



June 2 
(Sun. ) 

8:30 

A.M. 

June 4 
(Tues. ) 

7:00 

P.M. 

June 8 
(Sat.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

June 12 
(Wed.) 

5:30 

P.M. 

June 16 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

June 22 
(Sat . ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

June 30 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 

A.M. 


TEXAS FALLS, Hancock. Two miles of easy nature 
trails in this scenic State Recreation Area. 

Rob & Sue .Carey, 446-2830 

WORK PARTY, Tucker-Johnson Shelter, repair bunks 
and sidewalls. We need people to carry tools and 

lumber. Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

New ! DUVAL TRAIL, an easy 5-mi. walk in a wooded 
area in Brandon. 

Ira & Irene Hawley, 775-4149 

Spend a pleasant afternoon exploring in the BOMOSEEN 
AREA. Moderate, 2-3 mi.. 

Linda Krasner, 468-3100 

WALK-THROUGH, complete restoration of trail from 
Rte. 140 to Gov. Clement Shelter. Each team will 
be assigned a short segment to blaze and trim. 

Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING, Bolton Valley Lodge. See Feb- 
ruary LT NEWS for details. 

STRATTON MOUNTAIN. A generally moderate 4-mi. hike 
but steep at times; good views from the top. 

Ted & Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, for members wishing to 
help with the summer schedule. Refreshments. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

WORK PARTY, replace roof of Gov. Clement Shelter. 

Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

Supper hike, CHITTENDEN DAM, with opportunities for 
fishing and hiking. Bring your own meal. 

Churchill & Virginia Scott 775-1494 

ASCUTNEY MOUNTAIN, via Windsor Trail, and Gerry's 
Falls. Good views, 5 mi., moderate. 

Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

WALK-THROUGH, clear and blaze trail. Gov. Clement 
Shelter to Rte. 4. 

Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

HIGH POND, Brandon, 5 mi., easy. 

Laurie Webster, 247-6647 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN APPROPRIATE 
HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH HIKE LEADER. 


K5LLINGTON SECTION 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


EflLAiiD^YERMONT 05701 


PERKR0B :Sf 

HP AND MRSROBERT PERKINS 
4812 LEBANON RD 
CHARLOTTE ,NC 28212 



WHITE ROCKS 
by Harold C. Rogers 
March 10, 1985 


SPRUCE SHELTER 

by Stephen Pulling 
March 16, 1985 


On this day 15 people decided they 
could get more exercise hiking than they 
could by sitting in a warm house watch- 
ing TV. 

As usual, it was a very nice day for 
hiking. The air was clear and quite 
cool in the morning and it warmed up in 
the afternoon. 

The walking was quite diffcult when 
we started. The crust on the snow 
wasn't hard enough for us to walk on. 
About 12 to 15 inches of corn snow 
covered the ground, so we took turns 
breaking the trail. 

We arrived at Greenwall Shelter 
at about 10:30 A.M. Churchill Scott 
was kind enough to stay there and make 
the coffee while the rest of us struggled 
up the Keewaydin Trail to the White Rocks 
Lookout. We enjoyed a good view of the 
Otter Valley and of Rob and Sue's house. 
The air was clear but somewhat windy. 

The hikers who did not leave their 
lunches at the shelter stayed at the 
lookout to eat, while the rest of us 
returned to the shelter to eat and enjoy 
coffee. 


The sun had come out so the snow had 
warmed up and we had better walking for 
the return trip. 



The total walk was about three and 
one half miles and very enjoyable. 


One of the many unpredictable ele- 
ments of late Vermont winter is snow 
conditions. The outdoor sman usually has 
a difficult time deciding what to wear 
for gear including accessories such as 
snowshoes, skis, or waders. On Harold's 
hike on the previous weekend snowshoes 
would have been very appropriate, where- 
as the best gear for my hike would have 
been ice skates with a full set of hockey 
pads. One person should have worn a 
bathing suit for her swimming demonstra- 
tion. Even with the improper gear we all 
survived the day's ordeal. 

March 16th was a beautiful, clear, 
sunny day with a cool breeze, maybe a 
cold breeze. Fourteen people followed 
the leader from Route 11 , south on the 
newly relocated section of the Long Trail 
heading for Spruce Shelter. There was an 
extremely hard covering about a foot of 
snow which made walking very easy on the 
level, but very difficult walking uphill 
because it was so slippery. Hockey pads 
would have been nice because people were 
falling on the slippery crust quite regu- 
larly. 

A relatively easy climb to an unnamed 
height of land gave us nice views of the 
Manchester valley, Bromley Peak, and the 
Snow Valley Ski Resort, although the wind 
prohibited us from enjoying it for very 
long. Continuing along this lovely new 
section of trail, we eventually inter- 
sected with the old existing trail which 
took us past the Spruce Peak lookout and 
a short three miles from Route 11 we 
found the new Spruce Shelter. 

This structure has to be one of the 
most beautiful and well constructed 
shelters on the Long Trail. The log 
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cabin type shelter, with a porch, windows, 
sliding door, and light switch was a wel- 
come place for a hot lunch, rest, and wet 
sock drying session. 

On the return trip we hiked the old 
trail all of the way out to Route 11 for 
a little different scenery. The old trail 
is at a lower elevation which made walk- 
ing on the hard crust much easier. I 
hope everyone who participated had as 
good a time as I did. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

March 24, 1985 

Dear Carol, 

As I said, it is difficult, perhaps 
impossible, to think of a new format for 
the sugar-on-snow report every year. You 
will remember that the "sugar" and the 
pickles, doughnuts and beverages were 
delicious yesterday (March 23, 1985) 
because you were one of the two dozen 
people here. I thought it was so nice of 
Jan Martin to boil for us again this year. 

Wasn't the weather great! After 
suffering through snow, sleet and freezing 
rain to get to past parties, or failing 
to get here at all, everyone must really 
have appreciated the sunshine and reason- 
able temperatures. 

If it wasn't for the generosity of 
Jan and so many others, we would never 
be able to put this event together. 1 
will write to thank Ira Hawley for his 
gift of the syrup again. This represents 
a lot of work in tapping the trees, 
gathering the sap and simmering it on the 
back burner. Irene showed dedication, 
too, having this operation taking up 
space in her kitchen. 

And especially, Carol, this letter 
is to thank you and Linda Krasner for the 
fine piano/viola program. I know how 
much effort you both put into it with 
planning and the two rehearsals here. 

It added a touch of elegance to the af- 
ternoon's events. 

See you next year ! 

Sincerely, 

Roma 


TEXAS FALLS 

by Rob and Sue Carey 

April 14, 1985 

"Cool and damp, with a chance of 
showers" was the weather forecast, but 
about a dozen hikers turned out for this 
two mile, easy hike. While we drove to- 
ward Middlebury, several drops of rain 
splattered on the windshield soon in- 
creasing to a light rain. Fortunately 
as we crossed Middlebury Gap it stopped. 

When we got to the picnic area 
there was discussion as to whether to 
hike or eat first. Since it was almost 
noon, the eating faction prevailed. We 
had brought kindling and paper from home 
and had a fire going and the water hot 
in no time. 

After a leisurely lunch most of us 
hiked around the loop trail that passes 
the falls. With the spring run-off and 
ice still around they were spectacular. 
None of us was tempted to violate the 
prohibition on swimming. As we continued 
on the Nature Trail, it was amusing to 
compare the stations with the copy of the 
key that I had. Apparently they have 
made changes. The water was still hot 
when we returned to the picnic area, so 
we had another cup of coffee or hot cho- 
colate. We'll have to schedule more of 
these relaxing, picnic type hikes. 


The Swaying trees sigh contentment to the sky; 
Ceaseless flow of immuring water soothes 
The harried heart and hurried feet; soft imsic... 
Seng of the wild, peace for my scul... 

This I find... 

at the bend of the river. 

Arthur J. Weber 

TUCKER JOHNSON WORK PARTY 
by Stephen Pulling 
April 27, 1985 

The first of four work parties on 
our spring schedule was a great success. 

I hope the next three come off as well. 
The weather held off long enough for us 
to make our repairs and get back to the 
cars. 

Fourteen workers showed up for this 
restoration project which made work easy 
for everyone. Bandits (I'll use this 
term because Carol wouldn't print what 
I would like to call them) had used parts 
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of the shelter such as supporting beams, 
side walls, and bunks for firewood. As 
you can see, we needed to carry in quite 
a bit of materials and tools for this 
project. Fourteen pairs of hands did 
the job nicely. 

As usual we all had a pretty good 
time even though there was work to be 
done. Ira's nail puller, which saved the 
day, was the center of attraction because 
most of us had never seen one; Al's and 
Ray's carpentry skills were sort of 
humorous at times; the all-woman day- 
long toilet seat project, Sue's art work 
with the paint brush, and Churchill's 
smoking fire highlighted the day's 
events. 

Thanks to you 14 people my job as 
Trails & Shelters Chairman is a pleasure 
and EASY! 



DUVAL TRAIL 

by Ira and Irene Hawley 
May 5, 1985 

At 10:00 A.M. on a cloudy morning 
six non-members joined nine members of 
the club at the park for a five mile 
hike on the Duval Trail in Brandon and 
Goshen. 

Everyone got their legs limbered up 
with a steady half mile uphill climb. 
After passing three hunting camps we 
arrived at Duval Rock and Camp and had 
our lunch beside Basin Brook. We con- 
tinued on upgrade through a hardwood 
forest with many spring flowers just 
emerging through the undergrowth. We 
finally arrived at the so-called "Mid- 
dle Road," not far from Goshen Four 
Corners. 

As we turned back to retrace our 
route, a light rain fell but did not 
dampen the spirits of those who seemed 
to enjoy an area somewhat unfamiliar to 
most of the hikers. 


BOMOSEEN AREA 
by Linda Krasner 
May 11, 1985 

Thirteen people turned out for the 
afternoon hike to two overlooks in the 
Glen Lake area on what turned out to be 
the hottest day of the season to date. 
One overlook afforded a view of both 
Glen Lake and Moscow Pond, as well as a 
beaver pond and views of the Birdseye 
Mountain area. Marsh marigold, fringed 
polygala and columbine were out in pro- 
fusion along with the blackflies. 


KILLINGTON SECTION WALKTHROUGH, PART I 
by Stephen Pulling 
May 18, 1985 

The outdoorsman' s second worst enemy, 
in my opinion, is the weatherman. The 
weatherman is second only to the famous, 
horrible, tiny black fly. In this case 
Enemy #2 was almost detrimental to our 
Killington Section Walkthrough, Part 1. 
Saturday, May 18, 1985, was absolutely a 
terrible day to be outside, especially 
to work on a trail, so obviously no work 
got done then. 

Thanks to a few dedicated Killington 
Section members, the trail from Route 140 
to Gov. Clement Shelter has been cleared 
and blazed. Carol Chapman and Sue Thomas 
covered from Route 103 to the Lower Cold 
River Road. A logging operation turned 
the trail into a brush pile on their sec- 
tion which was later cleaned up by Steve 
Pulling and his chainsaw. A1 and Roma 
Pulling with Sitka cleared and blazed 
from Minerva Hinchey Shelter to Route 103 
encountering no major problems. 

My special thanks and a huge gold star 
go to the Ira Hawley family who covered 
from Route 140 to Minerva Hinchey and also 
from the Lower Cold River Road to Gov. 
Clement Shelter. Ira returned later to 
both of these areas with a chainsaw to 
clean out large blowdowns. 

Let's hope Enemy #2 cooperates a 
little better on walkthrough. Part II, 
because I know that Enemy #1 won't! 
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ABANDONED DANBY MARBLE QUARRIES 
(AN UNSCHEDULED OUTING) 

by Ray Catozzi 
March 31, 1985 

Asked to fill in a blank weekend 
(blank except for our KS annual meeting) 
with a short easy outing, 1 thought of 
where we could go that we hadn't been 
before. Then I remembered this area in 
Danby, where years ago I'd taken some of 
my own boys and their friends looking 
for caves to explore. 

Located on Dorset Mountain, where 
one of the few active marble quarries, 
the Imperial, is still being worked for 
pure white marble, is a series of six to 
eight old abandoned quarries, all con- 
nected by a service road winding its way 
up the mountain. Walking up this road 
on a fairly pleasant spring day, a dozen 
of us enjoyed peering into various-sized 
and variously deep quarries, speculating 
how they must have cut the stone and 
removed it over the years. 

We hiked under, near the bottom, 
and across, near the top, the old aban- 
doned inclined railroad that was used to 
lower the huge blocks of marble down the 
mountain, by cable, to the railroad si- 
ding on Route 7. Many abandoned build- 
ings were investigated, and then, at the 
next to the last quarry, a huge one, we 
were able to enter, over a rather pre- 
carious, icy route, into the interior. 
Water was still frozen at all the low 
points but we didn't attempt to cross 
any of it, considering it too dangerous 
this late in the year. 

In this quarry, I pointed out a cave, 
located off the left rear wall, which I 
had been in years ago, but it was too 
treacherous to try to reach it at this 
time with all the slippery ice in the 
way. 

A short walk further on we moved out 
onto the top of a slag pile, out in the 
open, where views across the valley to 
Baker Peak, and north to Wallingford 
and White Rocks could be obtained. A 
really lovely view. But we didn't lin- 
ger long as we could see snow squalls 
coming down the valley. We ambled back 
down, taking a different route part way, 
in order to go by the entrance to the 
working quarry. The entrance to this 
quarry was closed off, so we rejoined our 


route up, and made it back to the cars 
just before the real snowfall hit us. 
And so ended our unscheduled but pleas- 
ant Sunday afternoon outing. 


STRATTON MOUNTAIN 
by Ray Catozzi 
June 2, 1985 

Winnie and Ted Shambo were to be the 
leaders of this mountain climb, but they 
fortunately had a chance on a real in- 
expensive tour to the resort island of 
Aruba off the coast of South America at 
this time, so I agreed to substitute for 
them. 

They missed a very pleasant climb 
on a well-groomed side trail (formerly 
the Long Trail) on a beautifully clear 
sunny day. Spring wildflowers were 
still visible on the upper half of the 
mountain; purple and painted trilliums, 
some hobblebush, trout lilies, violets, 
gold thread, and a few bunchberries . 

Those pesky blackflies were in residence 
on the mountain as well, but a strong 
cooling breeze kept them pretty much at 
bay, especially on the upper stairs of 
the abandoned fire tower. 

A long pleasant lunch hour was en- 
joyed with multitudinous conversations 
going on in the group. Many other hikers 
were out and up on the mountain as well, 
and many greetings were exchanged. A 
former fire watcher on Stratton years 
ago was revisiting his old haunt, and 
a few of us listened to some of his 
tales and philosophy. (He said he didn't 
know you, Churchill!). 

One of our gang, young, energetic 
Jonathan Harrington from Granville, N.Y., 
opted to hike out to his car by going 
down to Stratton Pond, out the Long 
Trail south to the road, and then up the 
road to his car, doing a total of 11.1 
miles. He went alone. 

You really missed a good one, Ted 
and Winnie, but if I could have had my 
druthers I would have been in Aruba with 
you. 
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IS ROUTE 4 HIKING FOR YOU ? 
by Jake Sherman 

Perhaps some of you will be inter- 
ested in joining me on the 3rd Annual 
Sherburne Pass Hillwalk on the second 
weekend of June, 1986. 

The first two of these walks have 
had only one participant — myself. Of 
course, many hikers undoubtedly would 
not find a trek from one's front door in 
Rutland 10 miles eastward up Route 4 to 
the pass exactly their cup of tea. With 
traffic coming, sometimes careening, at 
you around curves, it's not exactly a 
woodland stroll. 

Still, you do see a lot. Only a 
half mile from home, for example, where 
Moon Brook wends its way under Killing- 
ton Avenue, there is a patch of a sweet- 
smelling phlox-like wildf lower known as 
Dame's Rocket. A few miles further on 
on Town Line Road there is an old ceme- 
tery where at least one of the leaning 
tombstones dates from 1815 and another 
marks the grave of a soldier killed at 
the Battle of Gettysburg. 

Opposite the Mendon Town Office you 
spot along the roadside what looks like 
an exotic species of wildflower until 
you realize it's just a daisy not yet 
bloomed. Further up you notice that the 
state or some other agency has anchored 
wire netting along the steep bank of 
Mendon Brook to stem soil erosion. 

About 2% hours into the walk the 
Cortina Inn provides a welcome rest 
stop. After that the skies on this over- 
cast Sunday of June 9, 1985 break up a 
bit, wide swatches of blue appear, and 
the sun turns Pico from a dull to a 
radiant green. 

Beyond Beaver Pond, where a few 
families are enjoying a lazy afternoon's 
fishing, two tiny hikers are spotted 
atop Deer's Leap Rock. Are those hikers real 
or are my eyes playing tricks? I wave 
my shirt in hope of a response but none 
comes. 

Two observations: (1) This is an 
easier walk than it might seem since 
your rate of ascent is only about 160 
feet a mile. There's none of the heart 
pounding you may experience when climbing 
a mountain, and (2) as you study the 
faces in the cars whizzing by, the 


drivers' eyes glazed, the passengers, as 
often as not, nodded off, it makes you 
realize anew that walking is the only way 
to really see things. 

One of my fantasies is to hike directly 
from my house to the top of Pico or 
Killington. The perfect hike, in my view, 
should be a seamless web unencumbered by 
auto trips to starting points, cars spotted 
at end points, and the philosophy that 
only woods walking is worthwhile. I'm 
attracted to the idea of making it from 
center city to the mountaintop under my 
own footpower. 

Of course, the above only applies to 
getting there, not coming home. Fortun- 
ately, my wife took my call from the 
Sherburne Pass pay phone in good spirits 
and was only a half hour in rescuing me 
from the blackflies inhabiting the LT 
parking lot. The spur-of-the-moment 
afternoon's walk had taken less than 3h 
hours including several stops and meander- 
ings. I'm already looking forward to next 
year. 


NEW MEMBERS AS OF JUNE 5, 1985 

Florczak, Benjamin — P.0. Box 446 — 
Cavendish, VT 05142 

Harrington, Jonathan — 2 N. Quaker St. 
—Granville, N.Y. 12832 

Huber, Alfred — RD#1, Box 378 — Ludlow, 
VT 05149 

LaPenna, Nina — 16 Garden St. — Proctor, 
VT 05765 

Olson, Judith — P.0. Box 121 — Pitts- 
ford, VT 05763 

Rogers, Wally — Laboratory, R.R.M.C. — 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Shambo, Tom — 142 Dorr Drive — Rutland, 
VT 05701 

White, Doris — Eastridge Acres — Rut- 
land, VT 05701 

Charland, Rachael — Riverside Housing, 

Box 34, 68 Lancaster St. — Franklin, 
N.H. 03235 (new address) 
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President - Rob Carey 
Vice-President - Steve Pulling 
Treasurer - Churchill Scott 
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Main Club Director - Winnie Shambo 
Trails & Shelters Chairman - Steve 
Pulling 

Outings Chairman - Roma Pulling 
Publicity Chairman - Winnie Shambo 
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Term 


Steve Pulling 

1988 

Ted Shambo 

1988 

Olga Laird 

1988 

Roma Pulling 

1987 

Sue Carey 

1987 

Winnie Shambo 

1987 

Ray Catozzi 

1986 

Rob Carey 

1986 

Churchill Scott 

1986 



CONGRATULATIONS, ROB & SUE! 


A big congratulations is in order to 
Sue and Rob Carey on the birth of a 
new daughter. 

Mara Lee Carey, weighing in at 7 lb., 

6 oz. , arrived on Thursday, June 13, at 
the Rutland Regional Medical Center. 

Considering that the previous Saturday 
Sue was on the roof of Governor Clement 
Shelter helping to make repairs, it is 
not expected to be long before Mara re- 
ceives her first experience of the trail. 

We all wish Rob and Sue well in 
their latest venture. 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication) , and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter) , which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. My 
dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte. 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas. 

RR 1, Box 4869 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $12.00 Spouse $10.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* * 1.00 Individual Junior (to 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 6.00 

*Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of 


THANK YOU! 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer 1985 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day 
and hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact 
your hike leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-3820; Steve 

Pulling, Vice-Pres., RR 3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 
773-7448; or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RR 1, Box 4869, 775-1494. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

July 6 

9:00 A.M. 

New! LEICESTER HOLLOW TRAIL. Easy grades, pleasant 

(Sat.) 


surroundings, 7 mi. Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

July 13 

6:30 A.M. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST at Clarendon Shelter. Bring dish- 

(Sat.) 


es and cutlery. Fee charged. Opportunity for hiking. 
Rain date: July 14. 

July 12-13 

7:00 P.M. 

Alternate Plan. Meet Friday night, backpack to shel- 

(Fri.-Sat. ) 


ter, climb Beacon Hill Sat. morning to watch sunrise. 
Breakfast at shelter. Reservations required. 

Ted & Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 

July 12-14 


END-TO-END, Rte. 242 to Canadian border, 11.9 mi.. 

(Fri.-Sun. ) 


difficult. Phone for details. 

Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

July 21 

1:00 P.M. 

ICE BEDS to White Rocks Cliff via talus slope, down 

(Sun. ) 


Keewaydin Trail. 24 mi., difficult. 


6:00 P.M. 

SUPPER at White Rocks Picnic Area, 0 mi., real easy. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

July 27 


CANOE TRIP. Bring own canoe or fee payable in ad- 

(Sat. ) 


vance. Phone for details. Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

Aug. 2-4 


END-TO-END, Rte. 118 to Rte. 15, 21.3 mi., difficult. 

(Fri.-Sun. ) 


Phone for details. Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

Aug. 2-9 


ATC CONFERENCE, Green Mountain College, Poultney, see 
LT NEWS for details. Winnie Shambo, 773-9330 

Aug. 11 

9:00 A.M. 

MYSTERY HIKE, 3-4 mi., easy. 

(Sun. ) 


Ira & Irene Hawley, 775-4149 

Aug. 17-25 


GMC INTERSECTIONAL, Camp Ondawa, Sunderland. Details 
in Feb. & May LT NEWS. Rob Carey, 446-2830 

Sept. 1 

4:30 P.M. 

COOK-OUT AND SLIDE EVENING, Fernwood Cottage. Bring 

(Sun. ) 


dishes, utensils, food and slides to share. Members 
only. Steve Pulling, 773-6997 

Sept. 3 

7:00 P.M. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, for all hike leaders and 

(Tues . ) 


interested parties. Refreshments. 

Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Sept. 8 

8:00 A.M. 

"THE LOOKOUT" TO CHATEAUGUAY on the Appalachian Trail 

(Sun. ) 


& return, 8.6 mi., difficult. Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Sept. 14 

9:00 A.M. 

MT. EQUINOX by Burr and Burton Trail, 5.8 mi., moder- 

(Sat.) 


ate (but 3,000 vert, feet!) Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

Sept. 22 

12:30 P.M. 

CROWN POINT ROAD, Ticonderoga Branch. We will join 

(Sun. ) 


CPR Assoc, at Larabee's Point Ferry at 1:30. 

Phyllis Humphreys, 273-2829 

Sept. 28 

8:30 A.M. 

MENDON PEAK, one of the New England 100 highest. Good 

(Sat.) 


views, 10 mi., difficult. Rob & Sue Carey, 446-2830. 

PLEASE BRING 

LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 

BRING EXTRA 

CLOTHING. THOSE 

WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE 

WHEN APPROPRIATE. DISTANCES 

ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH HIKE LEADER. 
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1985 APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB CONFERENCE 
August 2-9, 1985 
by Winnie Shambo, Co-Chair 

There is so very much individual cre- 
dit and praise that needs to be acknow- 
ledged to some 125 Green Mountain Club 
volunteers, the presenters and the panel- 
ists of the 1985 ATC Conference. You all 
know who you are and of your contribution 
to what the Conference Planning Committee 
has dubbed an "unparalleled success." 

This column is but a meager attempt at 
giving thanks to each of you and to report 
on my view of the Conference. 

My first encounter with GMC "future" 
involvement as hosts of the '85 ATC Con- 
ference was at a GMC Annual Meeting held 
in Mendon a number of years ago. Even at 
that time, wanting to get wholly involved 
in Club activities, I volunteered to help 
in any way possible. Who would have 
dreamed that in 1985 Joe Cook of Brattle- 
boro and 1 would become co-chairs of this 
gigantic undertaking by the GMC 

We replaced Neil Giroux in early 
March of this year, who, fortunately, had 
enlisted some very talented persons. If 
we committee members were a bit skeptical 
of our roles and the amount of talent we 
actually possessed, no one was aware of 
it. In fact, some of us solved our self- 
doubts by bravely "jumping in with both 
feet" in areas we had never encountered 
before. We had no idea of the scope our 
duties would eventually encompass and so 
we just forged ahead, gaining personal 
information, some self-confidence, and, 
believe it or not, a bit of education 
along the way. 

Perhaps more important, we found we 
could work as a cohesive unit even though 
our committee was spread far and wide. 

I like to think some of us became fast 
friends . 

The Committee sought every money-sav- 
ing avenue, but by mid-June we were sure 
that the Conference would not be a finan- 


cial success, simply because there were 
not enough registered Conferees. Although 
I do not have specific data at this date, 
you can well imagine our extreme joy at 
having registered in excess of 800 Con- 
ferees by Conference time! 

It was a marvelous event! Compliments 
from the attendees flowed as wine during 
that special week in August and are still 
coming in. People enjoyed all we had to 
offer. 

The General Meeting, emceed by our 
club president, Preston Bristow, Jr., was 
enthusiastically attended. Governor Kunin 
gave an encouraging speech as did the 
director of the National Park Service, 
William Penn Mott. We were pleased and 
honored to have had both (in fact all) 
these influential persons in our midst. 
(Please excuse my not mentioning every 
person on stage, as the meeting was well 
reported in news articles) . 

Conferees attended the lively panel 
discussion, "Ski Area Development and Its 
Effects on the Trail and Local Communities," 
moderated by ATC Executive Director Larry 
Van Meter with many notable individuals 
serving on the panel. 

Workshops on Collecting Data for Trail 
Use Management, Acid Rain Effects, Shelter 
Construction and anything and everything 
remotely connected to the hiking community 
were offered and had to be shuffled from 
original rooms to rooms of larger capacity 
because of their popularity. 

Exhibitors from up and down the Coast 
had space to present their wares or ideo- 
logy. Of course, the ATC and GMC ran 
their exhibits the entire week while the 
others were there for the weekend only. 

Hikes were offered in an abundance, 
variety and degree of difficulty to suit 
just about everyone. Excursions were 
planned to show off many of Vermont's 
historical sites. There were also excur- 
sions for just plain fun. The cruiees on 
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Lake Champlain and Lake George 
proved most popular. We sincerely 
thank all who volunteered to lead 
hikes and excursions . 

We committee people worked 
diligently throughout each day. 

Came the evening we were more than 
ready to sit back and allow others 
to entertain us. We are very 
pleased to have had so much Ver- 
mont talent for these special eve- 
nings. Mary Okin. If you have 
not yet caught her one-woman show , 
do so. You will be greatly re- 
warded. Jon Gailmor. A far-out 
singer with a powerful voice. Dan 
O'Connell and The Wind That Shakes 
the Barley. If you need a square 
dance group, this one is #1! The 
Silvertones. The most alive group 
of senior citizen ladies I've yet 
to meet and very talented. You 
need a dance band? These ladies 
more than fill the bill. Bill 
Mares . Co-author of "Real Ver- 
monters Don't Milk Goats." A man 
with a tremendous sense of humor 
and not bashful about sharing it. 

The Peppermint Pipers from Rut- 
land, Vt. Yeah! A good-natured 
group enjoying themselves while 
entertaining others . Malcolm 
Moore and his fantastic slide pro- 
gram. People were wishing it never 
had to end. 

In addition to our "home-grown" 
talent, we also had Dr. Warren Doyle 
of the ATC who presented a great 
slide program and finally, but 
certainly not least , we were pri- 
vileged to have with us Peter 
Nevell from Maidenhead, England, 
who showed slides of his group, 


the East Berkshire Ramblers' 
Association, and told how they 
maintain hiking trails in England 
Peter stayed with us the entire 
week before doing some hiking in 
the White Mountains. By all 
accounts he thoroughly enjoyed 
his stay in America. 

All in all, we had something 
going on every evening, including 
a songfest on Wednesday evening. 

No one had reason to say, "There's 
nothing to do." 

We were blessed with a week 
of gorgeous Vermont weather 95% 
of the time . Everyone took advan- 
tage of it. Some of us even 
tried out the local swimmin' 
holes. Deep and cold! 

The site of this Conference, 
if you are unaware, was Green 
Mountain College in Poultney. 

The food served was tasty, plenti- 
ful , and varied 


We appreciate 
the thoughtful effort provided by 
the food service department . The 
staff, under the direction of 
Doug Durkee , was fantastic. The 
staff people of the college were 
available to us from early mor- 
ning to late at night and then 
some. I can not express my grat- 
itude enough to these people who, 
with their dedication to our 
cause, enabled the 1985 ATC Con- 
ference to be as successful as it 
was . 

I am very proud to have been 
a part of this Conference and am 
proud to be a member of the Green 
Mountain Club in the year of the 
club's 75th anniversary. The re- 
spect for the GMC generated by 
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the hospitality and friendship we extend- 
ed at this Conference will be bestowed 
upon us for many years to come. 

Thank you, everyone, for your support 
of the 1985 ATC Conference and of GMC 
activities. It's been a REAL year. 

GOVERNOR CLEMENT WORK PARTY 

by Steve Pulling 
June 8, 1985 

As most of you Killington Sectioners 
know, the roof at Governor Clement Shel- 
ter has been a hurting subject for years. 
There were holes you could put your arm 
through and numerous rotten boards. Twen- 
ty-five per cent of the roof needed to be 
completely replaced. 

On June 8th, sixteen, count them, six- 
teen eager, hardworking people showed up 
to tackle the largest project we've en- 
countered during my tenure as Trails & 
Shelters Chairman. Not even one carpen- 
ter appeared on the scene to direct us, 
so before each move was made we had a con- 
ference to make sure all were in agree- 
ment . 

After the old rotten roof was removed, 
new three-quarter inch plywood was cut by 
Ira's chainsaw and nailed to the existing 
rafters. New roofing paper was nailed and 
tarred to the complete roof and the job 
was finished. Sixteen pairs of hands 
made this project fairly easy as everyone 
pitched in and did a great job. 

Yup, you guessed it, we finished up 
just in time to have our handiwork tested 
by a rainstorm. Yes, we did pass the 
test with flying colors. 

We had fun, right? Where's Sitka? 

KILLINGTON SECTION WALK-THROUGH, PART II 
by Stephen Pulling 
June 22, 1985 

I thought we would be smart this year 
and divide the walk-through into two 
equal parts and do our higher elevations 
later in the spring to avoid the two feet 
of snow we usually encounter. This year 
we probably could have done our higher 
elevations in early April. That's what 
you get for trying to be smart. 

Ten trail workers took a very rough 


and wild ride to the summit of Killing- 
ton Peak in the back of a Toyota pickup 
driven by yours truly. After a short 
stop at the summit to check out the 
views, we all descended to Cooper Lodge 
for its annual spring cleaning. 

As soon as that messy project was 
completed, five people headed by A1 Pull- 
ing hiked down to Route 4, clearing and 
blazing trail while five others headed 
by John Hughes hiked to Governor Clement 
Shelter, clearing and blazing. I drove 
back down the mountain and cleaned up a 
large pile of debris left over from the 
Governor Clement roofing project. 

No, my mathematics is not bad. Sue 
Thomas stayed the night at Pico Camp and 
met our group at the summit. Thanks all. 



"LAND '0 GOSHEN" 

by Ira and Irene Hawley 
June 30, 1985 

I know we would have enjoyed a hike 
with Laurie Webster to High Pond in Bran- 
don, but occasionally the selected leader 
cannot go and we fall back on a substi- 
tute. Not being familiar with the High 
Pond area, we chose to proceed to Goshen 
Four Corners and hike a portion of the 
so-called Middle Road toward Chittenden. 

We took a side trip to the site of a good 
sized maple sugaring operation at the 
sugar house . It was equipped with the mo- 
dern tubing system of collecting sap by 
gravity flow. A pleasant area on the 
south slope of a hill. Many very small 
toads were observed during our walk. 

Continuing on through a pleasant 
wooded valley with mountains on each side, 
we stopped for a leisurely lunch break at 
a log pile in a clearing. It was early 
afternoon as we returned to our cars , and 
we decided on another short side trip for 
an anticipated overview of the valley 
toward the west, which proved to be not 
very rewarding. The 14 hikers enjoyed a 
fair weather day after several cloudy. 
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gloomy days . 

LEICESTER HOLLOW TRAIL 

by Steve Pulling 
July 6, 1985 

"I didn't think there was this much 
level hiking trail in Vermont," said one 
hiker at the end of the Leicester Hollow 
Trail. That hiker was probably pretty 
close to being correct as the other nine 
hikers that went on this hike could 
attest. A leisurely seven mile walk 
would be a more accurate description of 
this outing than a seven mile hike . 

The weather once again held out for 
us as we walked up the grassy footpath 
with high cliffs and mountains on both 
sides of us . A babbling brook alongside 
the trail topped off this very pictur- 
esque setting throughout the seven miles. 
Some beautiful forest land with very 
large pine trees lined the hollow. 

Much to many of the hikers' surprise, 
the Leicester Hollow Trail ended up at 
Silver Lake. This quiet, undeveloped 
lake was a perfect place to sit and 
share our lunch with the numerous chip- 
munks. After an extended lunch break we 
hiked around the lake and back down the 
Leicester Hollow Trail to the cars . 

If you missed this hike you really 
should try to find time to do it on your 
own . 


ABORTED PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
by Winnie Shambo 
July 12, 1985 

July 12? I realize the Herald made 
a mess of the press release for this 
outing. However Killington Section mem- 
bers each had schedules and were aware 
that reservations were expected or if 
confused could have called. 

So, will someone please tell me why 
outing events are scheduled if no one, 
not even those of the outings committee, 
intends to participate? I mean, really, 
four people just don't qualify, in my 
book, for what is supposed to be an ann- 
ual event sponsored by this section. I 
am very disappointed in the Killington 
Section's lack of enthusiasm for any- 
thing new, different, or challenging. 


The section sure needs a "new blood" 
transfusion badly. I feel it would be to 
our advantage to have a person knowledge- 
able in membership recruitment speak to 
our next Board of Directors meeting. We 
need help . 

Rather than lamenting the forsaken 
Killington Section pancake breakfast, let 
me tell you of the great weekend Ray Ca- 
tozzi and I shared with the Brattleboro 
Section at their annual Family Clambake. 

Now there's a section that is "section- 
oriented," and they only have 59 members! 
They had people from as far away as Great 
Barrington, Mass, and the Bronx, N.Y. 

There were seven children, the youngest 
being 18 months old, and about twenty 
adults. Instead of being treated as an 
"outsider," I was invited to help prepare 
the meal of steamed clams, corn-on-the- 
cob and lobster. I had a chance to meet 
many people who had volunteered their time 
and effort to lead hikes and/or excursions 
for the 1985 ATC Conference. 

Everything for this meal was packed in 
about two miles. Short distance, but that 
first mile is very steep. These people 
brought in two cold-pack canners in which 
to "steam" the three courses we were served. 
Packing in 30-40 lbs. of clams, three 
dozen ears of com and 20 lobsters in 
addition to personal equipment is no small 
feat even with extra packs and backs help- 
ing. I have nothing but good feelings 
toward these people of the Brattleboro 
Section. 

For the first time since I was nine 
or ten, I slept under the stars. And did 
they shine! A very clear night; clear 
enough to lay my pad and bag beneath a 
tree with no worry of rain. I slept 
soundly that night. The shelter was filled 
to capacity. Tents of various design and 
color were set up wherever a flat spot 
could be found, while still others did as 
I and just slept upon the ground. 

After a leisurely breakfast and clean- 
up, I hiked out the new re-location to 
Rt. 11/30 while Ray went out the same way 
we had come in. He spent the remainder of 
the day fishing and caught his limit while 
Ted, Tom and I went to Jamaica State Park 
for fishing and hiking. 

I sincerely wish the next time some- 
thing "different" is suggested and planned, 
that the Killington Section members will 
feel an affinity such as I felt this past 
weekend with the Brattleboro Section. Any- 
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one interested in Baxter State Park next 
July? 

ROUTE 242 TO THE CANADIAN BORDER 

by Steve Pulling 
July 12-14, 1985 

This backpack should have been called 
"Those Killer Unnamed Peaks" not Route 
242 to the Canadian Border. The weather 
was great Friday and Saturday while the 
rain held off just long enough Sunday 
morning for us to open the car trunk and 
put our packs in. Then the heavens 
opened up and sheets of rain fell. 

On Friday afternoon, July 12th, we 
took a leisurely ride up to Route 242 
between Jay and Montgomery, Vermont. 

After a very short, easy walk into Jay 
Camp we were done for the day. While at 
Jay Camp the three of us, Jim Davis, 

Wally Rogers, and I, sat around solving 
all of the problems in the world today 
and planned our next day's events. 

Early we rose and walked back to 
Route 242 where we left one car and drove 
through Jay up to Route 105. At this 
point we spineless backpacked north to 
the Canadian border where we enjoyed 
the sites and the mammoth swath cut 
through the trees . We took a nice long 
break there soaking up the sunshine and 
solving more worldwide dilemmas . 

Back at Route 105 we ate lunch and 
then donned our backpacks hiking south 
for Shooting Star Shelter, our original 
Saturday destination. A very early 
arrival at Shooting Star, however, 
prompted our decision to move on to Laura 
Woodward Shelter, a short four miles 
away over two unnamed peaks . These two 
unnamed peaks proved to be the most 
difficult part of our weekend. But we 
made it to Laura Woodward in good time 
and we spent the evening in a nice shel- 
ter in a lovely setting with a clear 
view of our next day's voyage up Jay 
Peak . 

Sunday was a cool, cloudy day for 
our relatively easy climb up Jay Peak. 

We waited for about an hour at the sum- 
mit for the clouds to clear, but it 
gradually got worse, so we descended to 
Route 242 following "Downhill Davis," 
who left us in his downhill dust. 


CANOE TRIP 
by Roma Pulling 
July 27, 1985 

The leader of this excursion, Steve 
Pulling, has a work party, walk-through, 
hike and two backpacks to report and is 
suffering from writer's block, writer's 
cramp and whatever other ailments afflict 
literary geniuses. So A Boy's Best 
Friend came to the rescue. 

Nine people registered for this trip. 
Two had to cancel at the last minute and 
three didn ' t show up although we waited 
15 minutes past the specified hour. We 
left the park with Steve's two canoes, 
one strapped to his truck and the other 
to the top of the writer's Omni. Sue 
Thomas and Carol Chapman completed the 
group . 

Our destination was Plymouth and what 
are referred to on old maps as Plymouth 
ponds . We put the canoes into Woodward 
Reservoir first and had a pleasant paddle 



around the perimeter. A "no motorboating" 
sign at the boat launch was instrumental 
in maintaining the quiet of this small 
lake and added to our enjoyment. 

Loading the canoes back on to the 
vehicles and proceeding down Route 100, 
we bypassed Lake Amherst as being too 
small and went on to Echo Lake. Our 
leader was very familiar with this body 
of water, having spent at least five 
summers on the staff at the old Boy Scout 
camp on the eastern shore. We had lunch 
at the fishing access before launching the 
canoes. There was motorboating and wai- 
ter skiing here, and the resulting noise 
and turbulence lessened the enjoyment for 
the writer. It's a lovely lake just the 
same and made lovelier by patches of 
pink and white pond lilies and blue pick- 
erel weed in several small coves . 

We entertained thoughts of circling 
a third lake, but dark clouds moved in 
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and it started to rain; so we left for 
home. But during an ice cream stop at 
the Plymouth General Store — you guessed 
it — the sun came out. 

The trip home was uneventful except 
for a banshee wail from the general area 
of the roof that startled Carol and the 
writer as we started up the mountain. 
Having determined during a brief stop 
that the canoe was not going to take 
flight or launch itself into the stream 
of traffic on Route 4, we continued to 
the end of a very delightful outing. 

ROUTE 118 TO ROUTE 15 

by Stephen Pulling 
August 2-4, 1985 

I haven't hiked the complete Long 
Trail yet, but I'm working on it, slow 
but sure. In my opinion Route 118 to 
Route 15 has to be one of the most 
pleasant and beautiful sections of the 
trail. Views from Mansfield, Killington, 
and Camel's Hump are obviously breath- 
taking, but for a 22-mile stretch, Route 
118 to Route 15 has to be on the top of 
my list of places to return to after I 
finish up the trail. 

On August 2nd Jim Davis and I drove 
to Johnson and left Jim's car at the 
junction of Route 15 and the Long Trail. 
From there we took my car to Route 118 
where we left it and hiked into Ritter- 
bush Camp. This shelter was a welcome 
sight as it was getting sort of dark and 
I for one was tired just finishing up a 
thirty-three hour period with no sleep. 

Early Saturday morning we swallowed 
breakfast, packed up, and started hiking 
looking forward to a long day on the 
trail. Soon we encountered Devil's 
Gulch which is a picturesque area full 
of large rock formations that we hiked 
through, leaping from rock to rock up 
the trail. Later in the morning we came 
onto a large logging operation that de- 
vastated the trail in places. We lost 
the trail twice in that stretch, but at 
1:00 P.M. we reached Parker Camp for 
lunch and a welcome short nap . 

Laraway Mountain Lookout was our next 
packs-off break. A lovely view of north- 
ern Vermont's vast farmlands with a moun- 



tain ridge in the background. It is im- 
possible to describe this type of look- 
out in one sentence. Much too soon the 
packs went on, and we hiked down Laraway 
Mountain into Codding Hollow which is a 
large wetland created by beaver dams. 

Off came the hiking boots as we waded 
through eight inches of water on the 
trail. As we sat down to put on our 
boots we looked up at Laraway Mountain 
and commented that it was almost as 
pretty looking up at it as it was looking 
off the top. Daylight was getting short 
so we moved on to Barrows Camp where we 
spent the night with four other hikers. 

Two of those hikers arrived at the shel- 
ter at 11:00 P.M. which is a story in 
itself . 

Sunday was another beautiful day and 
we had an easy five mile walk out to the 
car. The trail was almost level most of 
the way to Prospect Rock which was about 
a mile from our destination. At Prospect 
Rock we lay in the sun for almost an hour 
enjoying the fantastic view of the 
Lamoille River and the Route 15 valley 
while reminiscing about the most enjoyable 
weekend . 


MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ira and Irene Hawley 
August 11, 1985 

Where did we go? Listed as the 
"Woodstock Trails" or Mount Tom. Those 
of you who didn't go missed a good one. 
Ten hikers left the park at 9:15 A.M. 
and headed east on Route 4. We arrived 
at Faulkner Park on Mountain Avenue in 
the village of Woodstock where we left 
our cars . 

A pleasant walk along Mountain Avenue 
to River Street and east along River 
Street past beautiful residences with 
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well-kept lawns and beautiful flowers; 
this was an unusual way to start a hike 
which provided a variety of scenery. We 
entered the cemetery and soon were in the 
woods on a winding climb to a cabin used 
by Girl Scouts and along a pleasant woods 
road to a clearing containing a horse 
barn and paddock. The woods road con- 
tinued on a gentle incline about a mile 
to "The Pogue," a nice body of water pro- 
bably larger than six acres. Here on a 
rustic log bench we had lunch. Many 
white pond lilies dotted the smooth sur- 
face of the water. We completed a cir- 
cle of the pond and after a limited view 
to the east from a clearing returned the 
same way to the Girl Scout cabin. Here 
we entered the Precipice Trail and after 
less than a half mile of moderate climb- 
ing we left this trail and crossed over 
a short distance to the Faulkner Trail. 
From here along switch-backs less than a 
half mile to the base of Mt. Tom 5 A 
short, steep climb took us to the summit 
and beautiful views of the village of 
Woodstock and nice views to the east and 
west. Following a rest at this quiet 
spot we returned down the mountain along 
many switch-backs arriving at the edge 
of Faulkner Park in sight of our cars as 
a slight shower started. Our pedometer 
registered just under six miles. 


COOKOUT, FERNWOOD COTTAGE 
by Roma Pulling 
September 1, 1985 

The weather and the setting were both 
perfect as 15 people gathered at Steve's 
camp just after 5:00 P.M. The group 
ranged in age from three months to 73 
years but all seemed to find their own 
niche. Six people took advantage of the 
opportunity to go canoeing, either with 
their own canoe or one borrowed from 
Steve. There was a charcoal grille for 
those who felt like cooking and plenty of 
delectable potluck for those who didn't. 

You will notice no mention is made of 
a "slide evening" as promised on the 
schedule. In the first place, no one re- 
membered to borrow a projector and only 
one person brought slides. Secondly, 
everyone seemed to be content to sit on 
the deck and watch dusk descend over Fern 


Lake and lights from other camps reflect 
on the water. Sitting inside viewing 
slides, we agreed, is for winter evenings 

This may have been the last event 
held in a private home as there is a 
feeling that we should avoid "members 
only" outings and adhere to our usual 
policy of welcoming everyone. If this 
was a landmark event, it was a very de- 
lightful one. 

Thanks, Steve, for your hospitality. 


A NOTE OF THANKS 

Roma Pulling has decided to step 
down from her position as Outings Chair- 
man. Sue Thomas and Sue Carey will be 
sharing the duties of that job. We've 
enjoyed the years of scheduling meetings 
around Roma's cozy fireplace and want to 
express our appreciation for all the time 
and dedicated effort Roma has given to 
the club . 

NEW MEMBERS 

Jean Davies - Camp Betsey Cox - 
Pittsford, VT 05763 

Jay Deegan - 25 Harvard Terrace - 

West Orange, NJ 07052 

Mary Foley - 8 Rums on Road 

Livingston, NJ 07039 

Nancy Klump - Green Mountain College 
Poultney , VT 05764 

Marie Manney - 205 Lincoln Avenue - 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Jane Martin - Route 140 - 

East Poultney, VT 05741 

Karl Schultz - 45 1/2 Pleasant St. - 

Rutland, VT 05701 
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FLOWERS OF THE CLOUDS 
by Carol Chapman 

Those of you who know that I usually 
go on the "easy" hikes and avoid a back- 
pack like the plague, will be surprised 
to learn that I signed up for a Church 
Street Center course called "Alpine 
Meadows Expedition" involving three days 
of hiking in New Hampshire's Presidential 
Range. The promise of learning about 
alpine flowers and close-up photography 
was too inviting to pass up. Actually, 
the bulletin advertising the course made 
no mention of the length or difficulty of 
the hike, so I assumed it would be a 
leisurely stroll. 

Warned of the extreme weather con- 
ditions on Mt. Washington (world's high- 
est wind speed) , I packed plenty of warm 
clothes . 

Our instructor was naturalist Peter 
Zika, an expert on alpine flora and a 
free lance photographer. His wide range 
of knowledge, humorous and enlightening 
explanations and realistic imitations of 
various bird songs helped us appreciate 
life in that harsh arctic-like environ- 
ment . 

On a sunny June day Peter drove nine 
eager students in the UVM van to the Mt. 
Washington Toll Road. Steep grades and 
spectacular scenery were viewed in awe 
as we made our ascent. 

On stepping out of the van, we quick- 
ly took warm jackets and windbreakers 
from our packs . The 40-degree tempera- 
ture and stiff winds gave us just a taste 
of what the weather there could be. Gusts 
blowing against our packs made it diffi- 
cult to keep our balance as we walked 
over the loose rocks that covered the 
trail. Soon our number diminished to 
eight. One young woman, wearing new 
hiking boots, a recent arrival from De- 
troit, decided it would be best to re- 
treat to Burlington. 

When Peter told us to crouch down to 
the ground like the low-lying plants, we 
understood how they escape from the rages 
of the wind. A tiny white flower called 
Diapensia, one of Vermont's endangered 
species, dotted the Alpine Garden. Peter 
explained that the snow is swept from 
these meadows creating a tundra and ex- 
posing the plants to the coldest tempera- 
tures . Our attention was called to a 


plate-sized plant pressed flat against 
the ground. To our surprise we learned 
that it was a tree, the Bearberry Willow. 
You had to admire the adaptations of the 
numerous plants that permit them to sur- 
vive in such severe climactic conditions 
where it is the survival of the shortest. 

That afternoon we hiked to the Lakes 
of the Clouds hut, the largest of the 
AMC hut system in the White Mountains . 

The notes of a trumpet greeted us and 
hurried us along to dinner which was al- 
ready being served. Abundant quantities 
of homemade soup, freshly baked bread, 
chicken, vegetable casserole, salad and 
brownies were provided to satisfy our 
enormous appetites . Learning that the 
food is packed in by college students who 
work in the huts made us even more appre- 
ciative. My greatest challenge of the 
trip came that night when I struggled out 
of the top of three bunks in the pitch 
dark to go to the bathroom trying not to 
awaken any of the fourteen sleeping hikers 
in the room. 

Saturday dawned bright and clear, 
bringing the most sunshine that had been 
seen there in two weeks . It was a beau- 
tiful warm day with people hiking in 
shorts and topless (the men, that is) . 
Peter pointed out many species of plants, 
some endemic to the area. The dwarf 
Cinquefoil, a tiny plant found nowhere 
else in the world but in a small patch 
near the Lakes of the Clouds hut, is being 
protected by signs and low walls to keep 
you on the trail. 

A five mile hike brought us to Miz- 
pah Springs hut where we spent the night. 
Snowshoe rabbits and gray jays which stay 
around the hut hoping for handouts were 
lively attractions . 

On Sunday we awoke to the patter of 
rain. My grandmother's saying "Rain be- 
fore seven, shine before eleven" held 
true and the sun found us in a bog photo- 
graphing Sundew and Bog Laurel. It was 
hard to decide which made a better pic- 
ture, the bog vegetation or people 
crouching in ungainly positions as they 
aimed their cameras . 

At the summit of Mt. Jackson a gray 
jay invited himself to lunch and delighted 
everyone by landing on the hands which 
offered him treats. Our hike down the 
mountain led us across several brooks 
and through woods carpeted by species of 
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flowers we had seen earlier in the sea- 
son at home. 

Down in the highway in Crawford 
Notch we looked back over the thirteen 
miles of mountain ridges we had traversed 
and were impressed with our accomplish- 
ment . 

Anyone for a hike in the White 
Mountains? 

MOUNT EQUINOX 

by Ray Catozzi 
July 21, 1985 

Originally scheduled for Sept. 14, 
this climb of the highest mountain in 
the Taconic Range, was switched with the 
White Rocks climb & supper on July 21. 

The peregrine falcon program was in pro- 
gress once again up on the top of the 
cliffs and the area was off limits until 
the last of September or so. 

It was a very interesting climb up 
the mountain as I had decided to try a 
new route (new to me) , coming up from 
the north out of Bear Town Notch and 
following a long ridge with some level 
trail, and coming out on the Lookout Rock 
Trail just a few feet from the lookout. 
This trail added a mile to the original 
5.8, but added no time as the grade was 
much gentler. 

Ten of the faithful made the trip and 
all enjoyed the different trail up, with 
the different views to the west as well 
as the east. The trail, described in 
the Day Hiker's Guide says it is over- 
grown but follows a very well defined 
road, which it was and did. The level 
piece on the ridge line , near the top , 
went through a beautiful open wooded 
area carpeted by nothing but ferns. A 
bonanza for fern lovers. 

After lunch at the lookout , while 
enjoying the panoramic view of Manchester 
below, we walked on to the hotel and the 
picnic tables and TV antennas to the 
west. Then back to the start (or end) 
of the Burr and Burton Trail and down we 
went . 

I had originally planned to surprise 
the hikers by leaving the B & B Trail 
part way down and go down the Table Rock 
Trail to Table Rock and on down to Equin- 
ox Pond and out, but in checking out that 
trail a week before, I discovered it 


completely obliterated from disuse from 
the Table Rock lookout to the Burr & 
Burton Trail junction. Now another one 
of my ambitions is to clear it for hiking, 
as it makes a wonderful loop hike. This 
overgrown trail, about 1/2 mile in 
length is now flagged and anyone inter- 
ested in helping me open it up once 
again, let me know. 


A TRIBUTE TO WINNIE SHAMBO 
by Ray Catozzi 

Some of you out there in Killington 
Section membership land may have known 
which of us from the section volunteered 
service to the Appalachian Trail Confer- 
ence, recently hosted by the Green Moun- 
tain Club at Green Mountain College in 
Poultney, Vermont. What even fewer of 
you probably know was the role played by 
our own Winnie Shambo, our publicity 
lady. 

Even after the two or three KS 
directors' meetings, where Winnie was 
forwarding her ideas about souvenirs to 
be made up and sold by the section at 
the ATC, it came as a surprise to me that 
she was co-chairing the conference with 
Joe Cook, president of the Brattleboro 
Section. I attended the last full ATC 
committee meeting held in Poultney in 
late July, and I was amazed at the mul- 
titudinous duties she had taken upon her- 
self . 

Among them was one very difficult 
job — that of finding more volunteers 
to fill the vacancies that still existed 
on the various sub-committees , even 
though those chairmen were supposed to 
recruit their own. She organized all the 
excursions that graced the conference's 
schedule, writing to every conceivable 
tourist attraction in the mid-Vermont 
area, contracting for the various-sized 
groups and arranging transportation and 
drivers. Sandwiched between all these 
various jobs, she saw to it that our 
souvenirs were produced, put on sale 
alongside the GMC paraphernalia, and 
kept track of the money as well. She al- 
so helped the chairman of the GMC sou- 
venir committee. 

She emceed many of the slide showings 
and other evening entertainment features, 
such as square dancing, round dancing, 
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talk shows, etc. This was in addition 
to arranging for most of the evening en- 
tertainment to begin with. 

While the rest of us from the Killing- 
ton Section, Rob & Sue Carey, Churchill 
& Virginia Scott, Roma Pulling, Steve 
Pulling plus your author, were perform- 
ing our meager duties of a slot or two, 
here and there, on a hike or two or some 
other function, Winnie rarely left the 
Green Mountain College campus the whole 
week of the conference. Not a hike did 
she get to go on or an excursion nor 
could she even enjoy much of the enter- 
tainment she so ably set up for the con- 
ferees. She was nearly always off to 
the committee room office, checking on 
details, or at the excursion and hike 
desk, dispensing pertinent informa- 

tion to the many who were always there 
and asking. 

This conference, the 25th meeting of 
the 35 or so trail clubs responsible for 
the maintenance of the 2,000 plus miles 
of the Appalachian Trail, has been 
labelled by conferees, staff of Green 
Mountain College, as well as the commit- 
tee itself as an unparalleled success, 
which will set the standard for all fu- 
ture conferences to come, wherever they 
may be held. 

It is my steadfast belief that the 
contribution that Winnie Shambo made to 
the success of this weeklong gathering 
was also unparalleled in the history of 
the ATC, my meager knowledge of former 
conferences notwithstanding. She de- 
serves the biggest round of applause, 
the greatest bundle of thanks from not 
only all her fellow conference committee 
folks but from us here in Killington 
Section land as well. God bless you. 

Wink. 

SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 
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BUTTONS, POSTCARDS FOR SALE 

Killington Section members, remember, 
we have Section buttons for sale at 75<? 
each and colored postcards at 25 C each. 
Have you rpurchased yours yet. The 
postcards feature attractive views of 
Stratton Pond and of Killington and 
Mendon Peaks taken by Winnie Shambo. 

All proceeds from the sale of these sou- 
venir items go to the Killington Section 
General Fund. 


MRS. BAILEY WESTON 

It was with a great deal of sorrow 
that we learned of the death of Bailey 
Weston, wife of Wilbur Weston, a long- 
time member of the Killington Section. 

Each and every member of our sec- 
tion want to express our deepest sym- 
pathy to Mr. Weston and his family at 
this time. 

RESIGNATION OFFERED 

After acting as treasurer of the 
Killington Section for 25 years I feel 
that it is time to resign. 

At this time I am asking the Board 
of Directors to start looking for a re- 
placement so that when my term expires 
at the 1986 annual meeting I may be re- 
lieved of my duties. 

— W. Churchill Scott 


BECAUSE I HAVE SEEN THE MOUNTAINS 

Because I have seen the mountains, 

Because I have locked so long 
Where the peaks rise on the far skies, 

And heard the sea's song — 

My soul is eager for clirfoing, 

My spirit's wings are strong, 

Because I have strayed where the hills prayed. 
And heard the sea's song. 


Anne Campbell 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Fall 1985 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-3820; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres . , RR 3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448; 
or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RR 1, Box 4869, 775-1494. 


DATE HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Oct. 6 8:30 A.M. 

(Sun . ) 


Oct. 13 9:00 A.M. 

(Sun .) 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, East of Lake George, NY. Views from 
the fire tower. 5.8 mi., easy/mod. 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 

TO BE ANNOUNCED. Watch newspaper for details. 

Ted Shambo, 773-9330 


Oct. 19-20 

9:00 A.M. 

(Sat .-Sun.) 



Oct. 26 

8:30 A.M. 

(Sat.) 


Nov. 3 

1:00 P.M. 

(Sun . ) 


Nov. 10 

11:00 A.M. 

(Sun.) 



MERCK FOREST FALL WEEKEND. Ridge Shelter. Fee 
charged. Come for the weekend or the day. Suitable 
for the entire family. 

Rob & Sue Carey, 446-2830 

ASCUTNEY MOUNTAIN, via Windsor Trail, and Gerry's 
Falls. Good views, 5 mi., moderate. 

Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

VALIQUETTE MEMORIAL HIKE, East Mountain, 3 mi., 

moderate. Joe Valiquette, 773-8745 

WEST RUTLAND TOWN FOREST. 4 mi . , easy. 

Ira Hawley, 775-4149 


Nov. 23 5:30 P.M. 

(Sat . ) 


COVERED DISH SUPPER. Tamarack Notch. Slide program 
by Carol Chapman. Members and guests only. 

Sue Thomas, 773-2185 


Dec . 3 
(Tues .) 


7:00 P.M. 


Outings Committee Meeting, for all hike leaders and 
interested parties . Refreshments . 

Sue Thomas, 773-2185 


Dec. 8 
(Sun.) 


9:30 A.M. 


MYSTERY HIKE. 6 mi., moderate. 

Steve Pulling, 773-6997 


Dec. 14-15 8:00 A.M. 

(Sat .-Sun.) 


Dec. 21 5:00 P.M. 

(Sat.) 


TAFT LODGE, via the Long Trail from Rt. 108, 3.4 mi., 
difficult backpack. Must have own equipment and 
meals . 

Ray Catozzi, 773-3006 & Winnie Shambo, 

773-9330 

MOONLIGHT HIKE, Gov. Clement Shelter. Option to 
stayover. Members and guests only. 

Sue Thomas, 773-2185 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN APPROPRIATE. 
HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH HIKE LEADER. 



KILLINGTON SECTION 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701 
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THE LOOKOUT TO CHATEAUGUAY 
by Sue Thomas 
September 8, 1985 

Three of us started out early on 
Sept. 8 for a long drive (past children 
and small dumb dogs) to hike the Appa- 
lachian Trail from the Lookout to Chateau- 
guay. Though not an inspiringly beauti- 
ful morning, the skies had cleared by the 
time we reached the side trail that led 
to the Lookout. All having been there 
before, and mindful of the miles we had 
to go yet, we considered not bothering 
to go up there, but we gave in to tempta- 
tion and hiked up for a look. To our sur- 
prise we discovered a brand new shelter 
there! And what a shelter! Large glass 
windows, porch, stone fireplace, several 
bunks, and an observation platform with 
ladder on the roof, which we made use of 
immediately. Whoever is responsible did 
a beautiful job; I wouldn't mind moving 
in myself! From there we rejoined the 
AT and continued on uneventfully to Cha- 
teauguay, arriving in time for a late 
lunch, which we ate by the side of a small 
stream. 


WHITE ROCKS TALUS SLOPE CLIMB 1:00 P.M. 
WHITE ROCKS PICNIC SUPPER 6:00 P.H. 
by Ray Catozzi 
September 14, 1985 

A beautiful summer afternoon was the 
prospect as six would-be boulder climbers 
met at Main Street Park this day. It was 
quite surprising to their leader when it 
became evident that three of our climbers 
were new folks, two of whom were nine- 
year-old girls from Brandon. Jolene Ladd 
(with her mother Mary) and her friend 
Sarah Severy were going to scale the 
talus slope. I guess they didn't know 
the extent of the task before them, but I 
assured the three of them that they could 
do it all the way to the top of the cliff. 


and enjoy it as well. My experience with 
the toughness of young boys while running 
a Boy Scout troop years ago taught me 
that boys and girls of those ages are 
capable of unlimited stamina, if not out- 
right strength. And their eagerness to 
try anything is catching. 

So off to the ice beds at the base of 
the slope we went, going over the low 
lookout to the south of the parking lot, 
as a short cut to the start of our climb. 
It was steep at first, and huge boulders, 
10 to 15 feet in diameter, had to be 
climbed over, or around. Then the middle 
stretch of the slope lessened in degree, 
and the size of the rocks kept getting 
smaller, until it was just hand-sized 
rubble for the most part. We stopped for 
a breather often, and enjoyed the expand- 
ing view of the Otter Valley as we climbed 
higher and higher. 

The upper third was steep again, and 
we moved to the extreme right hand edge 
of the slope to get into the small trees 
there. We needed the small trunks for 
hand holds as we pulled ourselves up onto 
the flat ground just south of the cliff 
top. Lingering just long enough for a 
snack and a drink, we then took off up 
the cliff trail to the Long Trail, then 
took the Keewaydin Trail down to the pic- 
nic area. We pulled into the picnic 
grounds just as the supper group of our 
two-part outing was arriving, adding 14 
more to our six for a total of 20 at the 
picnic supper. In attendance was one of 
our faithful hikers, Nina LaPenna, out 
for her first outing since being injured 
in an auto accident this summer. This 
was due to the generosity of Ira Hawley 
who went to Proctor to pick her up and 
then returned her home. It was awfully 
good to see her out as she had been con- 
fined for several weeks. 

A jolly time was had around the fire- 
place and heavily loaded picnic table 
(with food of every description) . Fire- 


2 . 


light as well as lanternlight helped 
light the scene for us all, as we enjoyed 
another of our many picnic suppers in the 
dark of the evening. One of these was at 
this same picnic area in October after a 
heavy early snowfall. 

We hated to leave the warmth of the 
fire and the companionship of our hiking 
friends , but all good things have to come 
to an end. I don't think that the two 
young girls, Jolene and Sarah, will for- 
get their part of the outing for a long 
time. Come again, girls, we are waiting 
for you, as we need rugged hikers in our 
group like you two! 

The other two who made the climb 
were Nancy Sugarman and Jonathan Harring- 
ton; and tiny Mara Carey, age then about 
three months, was on one of her first 
outings , now numbering about 5 says her 
mother. Sue. 

CROWN POINT ROAD 
by Roma Pulling 
September 22, 1985 

For our hike on the Crown Point Road, 
we joined members of the Crown Point Road 
Association on their scheduled hike in 
Shoreham. The CPRA is an enthusiastic 
group of people dedicated to finding and 
preserving information on the route of 
the 1759-60 road, which is considered to 
be Vermont's first thoroughfare. 

September 22 was a warm but mostly 
cloudy day; so we felt good that 15 peo- 
ple turned out at 12:30, proving that 
easy afternoon hikes are still popular. 

We left almost immediately to join the 
CPRA at Larrabee's Point, where we nearly 
doubled their number of hikers. The 
leader of that group, Phyllis Humphreys, 
took it in her stride. She had prepared 
a very detailed history, with maps, of 
the Ticonderoga branch of the road, which 
was our goal that day. Mrs. Humphreys 
says not enough information is available 
on the route of the road, but to people 
for whom this was a new subject, she 
seemed very well prepared indeed. 

Following the oral presentation, we 
spotted cars and hiked about 11/4 miles 
along a route that has been documented. 
Six ambitious souls then turned around 


and hiked back the way we came . The 
others waited while their drivers 
brought the cars around. 

Those to whom the history of Ver- 
mont's first highway may be new might 
appreciate a short summary: 

After his capture of Forts Ticonder- 
oga and Crown Point from the French, 
General Jeffrey Amherst needed a way to 
supply both bastions. Mrs. Humphreys' 
research indicates that this was the pur- 
pose of the road, not movement of troops. 
So between August 8, 1759, and September 
9 of that year Capt. John Stark and 200 
rangers "marked out the road and measured 
it..." Subsequently between October 26 
and November 16 the same year, 500 men 
under Major John Hawks cleared the road 
20 feet wide. However, parts of it were 
in such deplorable condition that in 
1760 Col. John Goffe and 800 men were 
ordered to create a better route between 
Fort No. 4 in present Charletown, N.H., 
and the Plymouth Ponds. After the close 
of the French and Indian War, the road 
was a valuable route for settlers immi- 
grating to this area. 

The CPRA is to be commended for their 
effort to keep this valuable element of 
Vermont history alive. 

MENDON PEAK 

by Sue Carey 
September 28, 1985 

Hiking to the peak of Mendon Moun- 
tain has always intrigued me because of 
its conical shape dominates the eastern 
skyline of Rutland. Hurricane Gloria 
passed through Rutland the day before 
our hike and it rained until just before 
our 8:30 A.M. starting time. We didn't 
expect many people and we weren't wrong. 
Rob and I went alone. We weren't going 
to let a hurricane stop us. 

We parked the car at Brewer's Corner 
and walked up the Eddv Brook Road. After 
crossing Eddy Brook, we took a compass 
bearing and headed up the mountain. 

Bushwhacking is the true way to ex- 
perience the forest. You start off by 
going through the hobble bush. As the 
elevation changes the trees gradually be- 
come fur and spruce. Underfoot the moss 
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grows so thick that you sink into it like 
plush pile carpet. At the top the ever- 
greens are stubby and reindeer lichen hangs 
from them. 

When we reached the summit it was 
sunny. From a south-facing outcrop we 
saw Pico Peak, Killington, Shrewsbury, 

Danby Mountain and the airport. Fall 
foliage gave the view touches of red and 
gold. It was spectacular. 

We returned by following our compass 
bearing in the opposite direction. It 
is a satisfying experience to be able to 
take a map and compass and orienteer to 
the top of a mountain where few others 
have gone . 



BLACK MOUNTAIN, EAST LAKE GEORGE, N.Y. 
by Ray Catozzi 
October 6, 1985 

This mountain climb was put on the 
schedule due to two events in my life as 
a hiker with the GMC. The first was 
when Craigue Perkins, that veteran GMCer 
living in active retirement at his Tall 
Timbers Campground in Mendon, led the 
Killington Section on an outing up Buck 
Mountain, in the same general area on the 
east side of Lake George. This was about 
35 years ago, and I've always wanted to 
go back there . 

Then, at the ATC Conference at Poult- 
ney this past August, several mountain 
climbs were scheduled in this same low 
peak Adirondack area, Black Mountain in- 
cluded, but not Buck Mountain. I signed 
up and went, and was captivated and en- 
thralled by the magnificent view we had 
all around us from the summit and up in 
its fire tower. Lake George can be 
viewed in almost its entire 35-mile 
length, as Black Mountain rises very 
abruptly up from the east shore of the 
lake, a difference in altitude of 2300 
feet. It is only a 1100 foot climb up 


from the trail head on the east side of 
the mountain, as we did most of the 
climbing by car. 

This day in October wasn't the beau- 
tiful crystal clear day I was hoping for 
(many of which came later in November) 
but many good views of the high peak re- 
gion were seen to the northwest, and 
many of Vermont's Green Mountain peaks 
were picked out on the hazy eastern 
horizon. Blue Ridge, Pico, Killington 
and White Rocks mountains were located 
by several of the hikers, numbering 10 
in all that day, including Mara Carey, 
that veteran hiker that just joined our 
club last summer. 

It was a cold day on top, with a 
brisk northwest wind blowing steadily, 
so we didn't linger long after lunch. 

We had two options for a return trip. 

One was a trail about five miles in 
length going south off Black Mountain 
and going by several ponds halfway down. 
We voted that one down, as many had to 
get home early. So we branched off onto 
a snowmobile trail that criss-crossed the 
hiking trail a few times near the top, 
but then went off on its own completely 
on an old winding logging road until it 
joined the hiking trail near the bottom. 
This was a delightful change of grade 
and scenery on the way down. The trail 
past the ponds, which have two or more 
shelters, would make a great overnight 
outing to Black Mountain. Anyone concur 
with that? 


BLUEBERRY HILL AREA IN GOSHEN 
October 13, 1985 

Yes, there was a foliage hike. In 
the afternoon on a bright fall day, 16 
of the faithful assembled to enjoy the 
scenery of nature. The changing colors 
of the maples, birches, beeches, poplars, 
sumacs, and oaks were enjoyed as we tra- 
veled Rte . 7 north to Brandon and even- 
tually to the Blueberry Hill area of 
Goshen. Other groups of people apparent- 
ly had the same idea as we, as we met 
them on the mountain. 

Extensive views to the east, south, 
and west challenged us as to identity. 

To the south the Rutland area could be 
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seen and to the west mountains stretching 
north from Castleton. The Adirondacks 
from Whitehall toward the north rose in 
the distance. What appeared to be a 
small view of Lake Champlain could be 
seen with binoculars. Also the paper 
mills of Ticonderoga were identified. 

On our return we came upon a gravel 
pit, the steep bank of which we ascended 
to a small mesa for another view of the 
nearby surroundings. Sweet cider and 
brownies were consumed before saying our 
goodbyes to return home. A pleasant 
afternoon for those who went. 


MERCK FOREST WEEKEND 
by Rob Carey 
October 19-20, 1985 

Saturday's rain reduced the over- 
night attendance to Sue Thomas and Rob, 
Sue, and Mara Carey. In spite of the 
rain lasting until we reached Ridge Cabin 
Mara stayed dry and even slept while 
Sue carried her in the Snuggli. Ridge 
Cabin made a perfect place to spend a 
rainy afternoon and work on the cloud's 
ear soup. A small fire in the stove was 
more than enough to warm the cabin and 
keep the soup simmering. After a Chi- 
nese dinner complete with chopsticks and 
desserts of Black Bottom Pie Tarts, we 
spent a relaxing evening. 

Sunday's weather was better so we 
took a morning hike in the East Hollow 
and Lookout Area, part of the Forest we 
had not previously visited. On the re- 
turn to the cabin we met Carol and her 
friend Doris. They joined us and when 
we reached the cabin for lunch, the 
Pullings and Hawleys were there. Every- 
one agreed that Ridge is a beautiful 
cabin in an excellent location. There is 
a good view from the large windows and 
a spring not too far away. 

The hike out was pleasant and un- 
eventful, as well as drier than the one 
on Saturday. Mara really seemed to en- 
joy her first camping trip, especially 
all the attention. 


HOW MANY GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB MEMBERS 
WILL FIT ON TOP OF MOUNT ASCUTNEY ? 

by Sue Thomas 
October 26, 1985 

Our second attempt at Mt. Ascutney 
proved much more successful than our 
first in June (possibly because we went 
this time!). We were fortunate to have 
one of those perfect fall days — blue, 
blue sky, crisp but mild temperature, 
and lovely foliage. That combined with 
a trail beside a stream, a waterfall, 
and an overlook to spur us on toward the 
top combined to make it a very enjoyable, 
if steep hike. 

Sixteen hikers started from Rutland, 
meeting Norm Cyrs there. Norm proved ex- 
tremely helpful right from the start by 
directing us to the trail head, and having 
climbed the mountain from all sides many 
times, he was able to keep us on the leaf- 
obscured trail and tell us much about the 
area. 

Our first stop was Gerry's Falls, a 
small but picturesque cascade near the 
trail, then we made steady progress to 
Halfway Springs. Our next stop was at an 
overlook with a wonderful view of the 
Connecticut River and the mountains be- 
yond. After a short break to appreciate 
the scenery, we continued on to the sum- 
mit, where we were pleasantly surprised 
to meet a large group of hikers from the 
Ottauquechee and Brattleboro Sections and 
ATC. Altogether we made quite a mob at 
the top, but fortunately there was plenty 
of sun to go around as we sat at the old 
stone hut site and ate our lunches. 

After lunch some of us hiked on to the 
tower and climbed up for a spectacular 
view. What a shame to have to return and 
start the hike back. The descent was made 
difficult by the thick layer of fallen 
leaves which obscured rocks and holes, 
but all arrived back at the cars eventually. 
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EAST MOUNTAIN, MENDON 

by Ira Hawley 
November 3, 1985 

On a typical cloudy, grey November 
afternoon eight people met at the park 
for a refreshing walk. Several histori- 
cal items were pointed out. We left 
Route 4 and followed the now abandoned 
former course of the original road from 
Mendon to the present entrance to the 
Wheelerville Road . 

Soon into the hike we saw the remains 
of an old homesite. A gradual climb of 
nearly a half mile leveled out to easy 
walking thereafter. When we reached the 
banks of Hendon Brook we came upon anoth- 
er cellar hole, probably of a former 
home. We then went to what is called 
"Mountain Cemetery," a short distance on 
the Wheelerville Road and saw some very 
old gravestones. This cemetery is still 
quite well maintained. 

As we were about to start our return 
via the same route, the sun came out 
briefly for a while. It was late after- 
noon as we arrived back at the cars. 

WEST RUTLAND TOWN FOREST 
by Ira Hawley 
November 10, 1985 

Vermont natives are accustomed to 
the grey skies and sprinkles and 
short daylight hours of November. This 
day was typical in all these respects. 
These were determining factors for 16 
hikers to decide if they would go or not. 
Michael and Peter Nadler along with Mrs. 
Nyiri joined us in West Rutland. These 
two boys are well-behaved and promise to 
be excellent future hikers. We all thank 
Lowella Day for the hospitality of allow- 
ing us to leave our cars in her yard. 

A gradual uphill walk of half a mile 
soon leveled out to a pleasant walk 
through a hard wood forest along an aban- 
doned town road. There were several old 
cellar holes where people resided at least 
40 years ago. One had the remains of the 
cellar still capped over with the first 
floor. Here we had lunch seated on a 
large log long enough for all of us. The 
skies were threatening rain and the lunch 


stop was brief. 

As we continued on, the wooded area 
gave way to a cleared pasture and meadow 
used for beef cattle raising. We walked 
among two small herds of Hereford cattle 
that examined us as we did them. Here 
we turned back along the same route. We 
left this town road for a short bushwhack 
through open woods to a large overgrown 
meadow and a harvested corn field. Then 
came a short inspection of a long-unused 
lime kiln and quarry . 

By now the dark skies could no longer 
hold the rain we had been thinking about. 
But we were not far from our cars and no 
one got very wet. A flock of about 40 
sheep in the farm road watched us as we 
left. Overall, we had a quite satisfying 
hike. We welcome John Carol! and William 
Tumielewicz as new members. 


HOW TO SPEND THE EVENING IN A CARDBOARD 
BOX WATCHING PEOPLE STUFF THEMSELVES 
AND HAVE A GOOD TIME ANYWAY : (COVERED 
DISH SUPPER) 

by Sue Thomas 
November 23, 1985 

On a November night we once more 
gathered at Tamarack Notch for our annual 
pot-luck feast, and once again it was a 
wonderful evening of good food and good 
company. With 22 participants, we had 
the highest attendance in recent years. 
Despite a chilly start, once the stove 
was fired up Rotary Cabin began to get 
cozy and the smells tantalizing. 

After a delicious meal, we settled 
down to watch Carol Chapman's slide pro- 
gram, which began with a 1972 raft trip 
down the Colorado River (any takers for 
a Grand Canyon hike next year? ! ) and end- 
ed with last summer's trip to the White 
Mountains to photograph wildflowers in 
the Presidential Range. Even if we 
couldn't go out in the woods during hunt- 
ing season, at least we could enjoy it 
through Carol's beautiful slides. 

Our youngest member, Mara Carey, age 
51/2 months, got to taste more of the 
delicious food, sat in a cardboard box 
through most of the meal, and slept through 
the slide show, but appeared to have a 
good time nonetheless. 


GUIDELINES FOR HIKE LEADERS 
by Sue Thomas 

Due to the unusually large number 
of cancellations lately due to bad weath- 
er, etc., this seems like a good time to 
establish some general rules for hike 
leaders . Hopefully this will be a help 
to all of us and make things run a little 
more smoothly in the future. 

1. You are responsible for the safe 
return of every hiker . Take a head count 
before leaving the park, and make every 
effort to return with the same number. 
Misplacing members makes quite a dent in 
the treasury. 

2 . Always g o to the park at the 
appointed time . What's a little rain to 
the hardy Killington Section member? ! 

Never assume that no one wants to hike 
because of bad weather, go down to the 
park anyway and find out who the fanatics 
among us are. You can always call if off 
once you're there by mutual consent, or 
"gentle" coercion. Like all rules, there 
are exceptions : hikes should be assumed 

to be cancelled in the event of hurricane, 
tornado, or tidal wave. 

3. A hike should never be cancelled . 
If you are unable to make it to your 
hike, please inform one of the Outings 
Committee chair people — Sue Thomas or 
Sue Carey, so that another hike can be 
scheduled in its place. Who knows what 
kind of trouble all the frustrated hikers 
could get into with an empty weekend on 
their hands! 

4 . Keep the chairpeople informed of 
any change in plans . If you change your 
destination drastically, say, changing 
your 1/8 mile fungus walk to a weekend 
rock climbing in the Alps, it might 
affect someone's decision. People occa- 
sionally call Sue or Sue to find out what 
is happening, so it would be nice if they 
knew. (It's a dirty job, but someone's 
got to do it .) . 

5 . If someone else is going to lead 
your hike , again, inform Sue or Sue. 

We ' d like to know who to call in the event 
of a problem, and, in spite of what it 
seems , we do try to keep track of where 
the book & pot are. (I may not always 
bring them, but at least I know where 
they are!) 


6. You are responsible for the pot 
and the log book . This is only slightly 
less important than keeping track of 
your hikers; coffee-hungry people can be 
dangerous. After your hike, either pass 
them along to the leader of the next 
scheduled hike, or call Sue Thomas, she 
is sometimes reliable. 

LOOKING BACK 
by Roma Pulling 

As the Board of Directors considers 
a new form for our traditional sugar-on- 
snow party, perhaps opening it to the 
public again, it might be appropriate to 
look back and summarize what has happened 
in the past six years. 

Before 1980, when the parties were 
held in public places, they were open to 
anyone, and this practice was followed 
for a year or two when we gathered at the 
Pulling home; then it was decided by the 
Outings Committee that it was better to 
welcome only members. Attendance ranged 
over the six years from 16 to 24. 

It was the practice to collect a 
$3.00 contribution from each guest, which 
was turned over to the treasurer. From 
this sum he paid the expenses and had 
whatever was left to add to the general 
fund. In the six-year period a $122.20 
profit was realized in this manner. 

Some of the more memorable events 
during this period were entertaining a 
reporter from the Herald in 1980. The 
next morning Joe Dicton's smiling face 
appeared in the paper with an account of 
the party. 

In 1983 there was a heavy snowstorm 
and miserable driving conditions, and 
Churchill hiked in with the can of syrup 
in his backpack. That same year Ray 
Catozzi skied in. 

The hostess, apparently becoming 
bored with plain prose, assailed us with 
reports in the form of poetry, a diary 
and a letter to the editor. 

In 1983 we added entertainment to 
the program with Rob Badger's slide show. 
There was a sing-along accompanied by 
Sue Thomas's guitar in 1984, and a reci- 
tal of classical music on piano and viola 
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this year performed by Carol Chapman and 
Linda Krasner. 

This transitional phase in our party 
history seems to have been successful. 

We wish the Section good luck for even 
better parties in the future. 


MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT CONTINUING 
by Sue Carey 

While looking at the Outings Book, 

I found a survey from 1955 asking for 
names of people interested in joining 
our section. Thirty years later and we 
are still looking for and getting new 
members . 

As of this writing the membership 
is at 102. During the last 10 years, 
the least number of members was 74 in 
1981. That is about a 30% increase. 

There seer to be many reasons for this 
increase . 

The Section sponsors a variety of 
activities. Within the past several 
years these activities include wild- 
flower walks, bicycle trips, birdwatching, 
orienteering, ice skating, historical 
hikes, caving, canoeing, trips in New 
York and New Hampshire, winter weekends 
and supper hikes. In September, 20 peo- 
ple attended a picnic at White Rocks. 

The food included hotdogs , hamburgers, 
corn-on-the-cob , beans and sandwiches. 

We don't need to offer exotic or expensive 
food to attract people. 

The Section has several traditional 
outings that are very popular. Last 
year the Valiquette Memorial Hike attract- 
ed 35 people. This hike has been held 
for 14 years. The sugar-on-snow party is 
regularly attended by 18 to 20 people and 
so is our annual covered dish supper. 

Of course the backbone of the Sec- 
tion's activities is the hikes. It is 
fortunate that the Section has so many 
hike leaders who guide us to places both 
old and new, near and far. 

One of the outstanding features of 
our Section is our newsletter Smoke and 
Blazes . Communication in any organiza- 
tion is very important. Carol Chapman 
and Jake Sherman do an excellent job. 

Not every section in the Green Mountain 
Club has such a well presented and de- 
tailed newsletter. After seeing other 


sections' newsletters, I feel that the 
Killington Section can be very proud of 
S moke and Blazes . 

Another very important factor in 
attracting new people is publicity. Win- 
nie Shambo does an excellent job of 
spreading the word through the media. 

The Section started in 1912 and is 
always ready to welcome new members. As 
life's many changing situations lead us 
elsewhere, the membership changes but the 
Killington Section remains active. 


WORK WITH THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

The main Club is now accepting 
applications for shelter caretakers, 
ranger-naturalists, and Long Trail Patrol 
(trail crew) members to work on the Long 
Trail System during the summer of 1986. 
Many volunteer positions are also avail- 
able. For further information and appli- 
cation forms contact: Green Mountain 

Club, P.0. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05602; 
(802) 223-3463. Application deadline for 
a paid position is March 31, 1986. Volun- 
teer applications have no deadline. 
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NEW MEMBERS TO DECEMBER 15, 1985 


Carey, Mara 
Caroli, John A., Jr. 
Manney, Jeff 
Partridge, Charles 
Rogers , Brad 
Rogers , Irene 


RR//1, Box 340 
Box 693 

205 Lincoln Avenue 
49 Warner Avenue 
47 Terrill Street 
47 Terrill Street 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

34 1/2 Kendall Ave. 
4 Emmet Avenue 
47 Terrill Street 


Chapman , Caro 1 

Ogden, Herbert G., Jr. 

Rogers, Wally, Irene, Brad 


Wallingford, VT 05773 
Wells, VT 05774 


Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Proctor, 

VT 

05765 

Rutland , 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 

Rutland, 

VT 

05701 


IN MEMORY 

During the first week of November the Killington Section lost two 
longtime members . 

Car 1 Parsons and Ann Reynolds will be remembered by the longtime 
members for being active during the 1950s through the 1970s. 

Each and every member expresses his deepest sympathy to the families 
of Carl and Ann. 

A small gift has been given to the Alzheimer's Research Group in 
memory of Carl Parsons and to the Cancer Society for Mrs. George (Ann) 
Reynolds in hopes that these afflictions will be overcome in time. 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Date 


I (we) hereby apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I understand that I will receive a membership card, the LONG TRAIL NEWS 
(Main Club publication) , and SMOKE AND BLAZES (Section newsletter) , which includes 
a schedule of Killington Section outings, work parties, and social events. My 
dues and efforts aid in maintaining trails and shelters within the Killington 
Section (Rte. 140 to Rte . 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

Killington Section, GMC Name(s) 

W. Churchill Scott, Sec.-Treas. 

RR .1 , Box 4869 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Address 


ANNUAL DUES 

Adults $12.00 Spouse $10.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* * 1.00 Individual Junior (to 18) 2.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 6.00 

*Junior members do not receive all GMC benefits. 

I would also like to make a contribution (tax deductible) to the Kirk Trails and 
Shelters Fund in the amount of 


THANK YOU! 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1986 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact hour hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RR3 , Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448; 
or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RR 1, Box 4869, 775-1494. 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Jan. 4-5 

8:30 

A.M. 

SPRUCE SHELTER, Manchester, 4 mi., moderate. 

Come 

(Sat. -Sun. 



for the weekend or the day. 





Winnie Shambo 

773-9330 

Jan . 12 

12:30 P.M. 

SKATING PARTY, Camp Betsey Cox, Pittsford. 

Skating , 

( Sun . ) 



sledding, snowshoeing & skiing. 





Rob & Sue Carey 

446-2830 

Jan. 18 

8:30 

A.M. 

ABBEY POND, Ripton, 5 mi. , moderate. Suitable for 

(Sat.) 



skis or snowshoes . Steve Pulling 

773-6997 

Jan. 26 

1:00 

P.M. 

MYSTERY HIKE. 2 mi., easy to moderate. Ski 

. or snow- 

(Sun . ) 



shoe optional. Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

Feb. 2 

10:00 A.M. 

BOMOSEEN AREA, Suitable for skis or snowshoes. 3-4 

(Sun . ) 



mi., moderate. Linda Krasner 

468-3100 

Feb. 8 

1:00 

P.M. 

BYPASS PREVIEW. Hike, ski or snowshoe from 

Ouarter- 

(Sat .) 



line Rd. to W. Rutland, 2-3 mi., easy. 

775-3545 

Feb. 16 

1:00 

P.M. 

CHASANNA DRIVE TO GLEN DAM, 2-3 mi., easy. 

Suitable 

(Sun . ) 



for skis or snowshoes . Churchill Scott 

775-1494 

Feb. 22 

9:00 

A.M. 

MYSTERY HIKE. 4-5 mi., with some climbing. 

Suitable 

(Sat.) 



for skis or snowshoes . 





Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

Mar. 1-2 

9:00 

A.M. 

MERCK FOREST WINTER WEEKEND. Spruce Shelter. Fee 

(Sat . -Sun . ) 



charged. Come for the weekend or for the day. 




Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

March 4 

7:00 

P.M. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, for all hike leaders and 

(Tues . ) 



interested parties. Refreshments. 





Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

March 9 

9:00 

A.M. 

BLUE RIDGE, 4 mi . , moderate to difficult 


(Sun . ) 



Bernie Donahue 

773-7462 

March 15 

1:00 

P.M. 

MYSTERY HIKE . 4 mi . , easy . 


(Sat .) 



Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

March 23 

2:00 

P.M. 

SUGAR-ON-SNOW PARTY, Unitarian Church, West 

Street . 

(Sun.) 



Fee charged. Janet Martin 

773-8621 

April 5 

7:30 

P.M. 

ANNUAL MEETING. United Methodist Church. 


(Sat.) 



Rob Carey 

446-2830 


PLF.ASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN 
APPROPRIATE . 

HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR HIKE LEADER. 
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MYSTERY HIKE TO SUCKER BROOK DAM 

by Stephen Pulling 
December 8, 1985 

This hike was almost a real mystery 
as the trek I originally planned ended 
up being too difficult for most people's 
blood and this hike was pulled from a map 
on the previous weekend. Luckily your 
hike leader was out nosing around Sucker 
Brook Dam during deer hunting season and 
remembered it had the makings for a nice 
G.M.C. hike. 

The hike started from a parking lot 
at the end of Forest Road 27 in Goshen. 
The 0.6 mile Goshen Trail led us to the 
east shore of Silver Lake where we turned 
north and hiked up to the picnic area on 
the north shore of the lake. A steady 
wind off the lake made fire-starting an 
uneasy chore, but persistence paid off 
and eventually lunch was cooked and con- 
sumed. An abbreviated birthday party 
was celebrated for Roma Pulling with a 
cake baked and packed in by Sue Thomas. 
Carol Chapman did an excellent job of 
fire extinguishing and we were off hiking 
again . 

Meandering along an old service road 
in the lovely Goshen wilderness brought 
us good views of Mount Moosalamoo and 
Rattlesnake Cliffs before scaling up the 
Sucker Brook Dam. The dam really doesn't 
hold back any water now, but it is a 
beautiful clearing in the mountainous 
region. Some exploring was done along 
the shore of the old power dam and valve 
station, but no great treasure was found. 

A leisurely walk back to Forest Road 
27 via a Blueberry Hill ski trail that 
wound back and forth up the valley found 
our cars patiently waiting for the snowy 
trip home. 


GOVERNOR CLEMENT BY MOONLIGHT 
by Sue Thomas 
December 21, 1985 

On December 21, five of us decided 
to brave a snowstorm for the Killington 
Section's annual moonlight hike. We 
were a day or two too late for the full 
moon, but still it lighted our way to 
Governor Clement Shelter, and made the 
snow-covered landscape even more beauti- 
ful. Thanks to Steve's truck we were 
able to drive part way, leaving us just 
enough hiking to make us appreciate the 
stone fireplace, blackberry brandy, and 
Christmas cookies that brightened up the 
shelter. The hike back to the truck was 
even nicer, as the moon had risen higher 
and provided more light and snowy shadows 
— making me at least a bit reluctant to 
return home to electric lights and 
traffic noise. 


SKATING PARTY 
by Sue Carey 
Jan. 12, 1986 

Which of the following activities 
was not done at the skating party: snow- 

shoeing, sleeping, sledding, skating, 
fire building, tea making or skiing? 

The answer is skating. Due to early 
snow. Burr Pond was not suitable for 
skating, but with the mild weather and 
great snow cover many people turned out 
for the skating party anyway. 

Camp Betsey Cox in Pittsford has 
several great trails for skiing and 
hills for sliding. Jean Davies was 
starting a fire when we arrived and she 
also treated us to some pine needle tea. 
Mara Carey spent most of the afternoon 
sleeping in her sled. Many of the other 
forlorn skaters explored the area on 
skis or snowshoes . , , 
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I want to thank Jean Davies for 
letting us use Camp Betsey Cox. It is a 
beautiful camp and I'm sure that everyone 
had a good time. 



ABBEY POND 
by Stephen Pulling 
January 18, 1986 

If there is any such thing as a per- 
fect January day for hiking we luckily 
found it on January 18th. Beautiful 
clear blue skies, bright warm sun rays, 
and temperatures in the upper 20s were 
the conditions we had to deal with on this 
Abbey Pond hike. The seven people who 
showed up for this trek were blessed with 
a near perfect day for their efforts. 

The hike started out with a long 
steady 1^ mile pull uphill gaining 1250 
feet in elevation, but numerous river 
crossings with one lovely waterfall pro- 
vided us with good excuses to take 
breaks to catch our breath. Walking in 
the newly fallen snow was not a problem 
as four of us carried our snowshoes. Once 
we were near the top of the ridge there 
were good views to the west of the Cham- 
plain Valley. 

A short half mile of level walking 
brought us to Abbey Pond which has been 
described in one book as "an attractive 
wilderness pond" and as "primitive and 
tranquil" in another book. If you could 
picture the pond in the summer months it 
would be a haven of wildlife with fish, 
frogs, beaver, ducks, birds, deer, chip- 


munks and every conceivable animal in the 
Vermont forest visiting its shores. To- 
day there is a heavy blanket of ice and 
snow covering the pond and the area is 
deathly quiet but beautiful. 

A few trees felled by beavers provided 
us with wood for our traditional lunch 
fire and a John Hughes device hung our 
coffee pot that once again saved the day. 
Our lunch break was a prolonged process 
as no one was in a hurry to leave this 
alluring setting and good fellowship. 

Eventually we had to move on and head 
down the mountain to the cars. The hike 
out was quite easy staring out level and 
then downhill for 1^ miles. Your hike 
leader and friend made it down in record 
time, beating the rest of the gang by 
about 20 minutes. We slid down on red 
plastic toboggans, and made it in one 
piece I might add! 

There's a little child in everyone, 
isn't there? 


CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING IN BOMOSEEN 
by Sue Thomas & Linda Krasner 
February 2, 1986 

In scouting out the possibilities for 
a route for this trip, Linda found an ex- 
cellent cross-country trail on the west 
shore of Lake Bomoseen, beginning at the 
State Park, to Lily Pond, and then circ- 
ling back to the park. However, because 
of the severe ice storm, this route was 
nearly impossible, so it will be saved 
until next year. 

Meanwhile, however, several people 
did brave the slush storm that day. We 
began cross-country skiing and snowshoeing 
at the Castleton Elementary School and 
completed a three-mile circular path. We 
travelled through a large hemlock grove, 
paralleled Lake Bomoseen for a ways, and 
ended up at the Krasners' house for a 
picnic lunch. In spite of the slush, the 
trip was enjoyable. 
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BYPASS PREVIEW 

by Carol Chapman 
February 8, 1986 

Most of our hikes do not begin on the 
shoulder of a well-traveled highway, but 
this one did. Appropriately enough, be- 
cause we were on our way to hiking and 
skiing over another road that will soon 
be busy with traffic, the new bypass 
between West Rutland and Rutland. 

Fourteen people started the hike at 
the West Rutland Grand Union parking lot. 
It was good to see Harold out after a 
long absence from hiking. Our first 
casualty of the day was Ray who split his 
pants leg and strained a muscle on step- 
ping over a snowbank into deep snow. I 
had forgotten that we needed to stay on 
the west side of the barbed wire fence 
which goes along the bypass, so that was 
our next obstacle. Churchill and Vir- 
ginia decided to leave us at that point, 
probably wondering what else this leader 
would get them into. 

With the rest safely over the fence 
we skied or hiked up the long hill get- 
ting some good views of Mt. Hanley and 
the surrounding mountains. Snow con- 
ditions were surprisingly good for ski- 
ing and a trail had been packed by snow- 
mobiles . 

Most of the group went as far as the 
Quarterline Road before heading back. 

With the sun brightening the scene for a 
few moments at this point we had good 
views of the northwestern part of Rutland 
and the Green Mountain range . 

Mrs. Nyiri decided to hike out Quart- 
erline Road to Campbell Road and wait for 
a ride there, while the rest turned 
around for the return to West Rutland. 

The skiers didn't mind as they had a 
long downhill run to complete the trip. 
Emma and John Hughes walked back through 
the woods and over a snowmobile trail 
which they discovered, beating us back to 
the parking lot. 

Hindsight being what it is, I realize 
I should have spotted a car for the hi- 
kers so they could end the hike at Quart- 
erline Road rather than having to back- 
track. Our conclusion that afternoon 
was that the bypass makes a fine ski or 
hiking trail and should be left for that 
purpose . 


GLEN DAM 

by W. Churchill Scott 
February 16, 1986 

On Sunday February 16th twenty- two 
outdoor enthusiasts gathered under the 
bright blue sky and brilliant sun to take 
a short afternoon walk to Glen Dam. 

It was good to see so many new faces 
along with the old-timers. There was a 
larger per cent of skiers than usual plus 
at least one pair of snowshoes. 

Some decided they had gone far enough 
at the dam where during the past summer 
the weeds and swampy edges had been 
cleared away and erosion filled. 

The majority kept going under the 
leadership of the Pullings way up to the 
Meadow Way Drive road. From there back, 
it was mostly downhill. 

Finally bak at Chasanna Drive, a good 
afternoon was topped off by hot coffee, 
tea, cocoa, etc. 

Let's try to have some more good 
turnouts like this . 


ATTACK OF THE CHICKADEE-PEOPLE (AT MERCK 
FOREST WINTER WEEKEND ) 

by Sue Thomas 
March 1, 1986 

The night was cold and dark outside 
Spruce Shelter on March 1st, as eight 
hikers cowered around the woodstove 
contemplating the dangers that lurked in 
the trees outside. At last one fearless 
soul arose, and, resolutely gripping cup 
and toothbrush, strode toward the door, 
and, without a backward glance, stepped 
outside. Breathlessly we huddled closer 
to the stove and waited. Soon the night 
was alive with shouts; "Back, back, you 
fiends!!" and the sounds of struggle 
struck terror to our hearts. It was.... 
The Chickadees ! 

Well, perhaps that's a slight exag- 
geration. Actually the chickadees were 
one of the highlights of a wonderful Win- 
ter Weekend at Merck Forest, one of the 
most successful in recent years because, 
by golly, this time there was snow! We 
had a large group of day hikers and eight 
overnighters , including the intrepid 
Mara Carey, who spent much of her days in 
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Daddy's backpack, no doubt coaching him, 
as he was the only skier to remain ver- 
tical all weekend. 

During lunch at the shelter, the 
killer chickadees discovered us, and 



very patiently posed for pictures in re- 
turn for handouts. From then on we were 
subject to dive-bombing, whenever we ven- 
tured outside. 

After lunch we skied off through the 
blackberry bushes (you'd think people 
would know better than to follow me by 
now!) and down to the sugarhouse, and back 
by way of Clark's Clearing, where we said 
goodbye to the last of the dayhikers. 

Back at the shelter we found Irene Rogers, 
who had come to spend the night, the Mar- 
tins, Vong & Lao, being greeted by the 
birds . 

Everyone contributed to the spaghetti 
dinner, and Mark lugged in maple syrup, 
which we boiled down on the woodstove for 
sugar-on-snow, great idea! While it was 
boiling some of us walked up the hill 
behind the shelter to stargaze, and .... 
wow! We were mesmerized by the sight of 
so many stars and the snowy hillside in 
the dark. Linda pointed out the constell- 
ations to us, and called out a barred owl. 
We were so entranced we nearly missed the 
sugar-on-snow ! 

Two extra-hardy souls slept outside 
in a tent, and only one crept in by the 
stove in the early morning hours. In the 
morning I cooked pancakes & bacon to 
lighten Mark's pack of a little more 
syrup, and we headed out. Leaving our 


packs by the barn, we went for another ski 
trip, then returned to the barn for lunch 
before reluctantly leaving for home. 


TREASURER'S POSITION OPEN 

As stated in a recent issue of Smoke 
& Blazes , the treasurer feels that after 
25 years it is time for a change. 

Even though there a lot of odds and 
ends to do, it should not be too difficult 
a chore. During a period of transition, 

I would be willing to stay on and help in 
every way possible, with the understanding 
that as soon as possible I will leave the 
position of treasurer and also the Board 
of Directors for which my term runs out 
this year. 

— Churchill Scott 


ANNUAL MEETING 

The Killington Section Annual Meeting 
will be held at the Rutland United 
Methodist Church on Saturday, April 5 at 
7:30 P.M. Please use the Chestnut Street 
entrance. After the business meeting Dr. 
David Smith of Middlebury College will 
give a talk on Vermont humor . It should 
be an interesting evening and I hope to 
see you there. 

Sue Carey 


WORK WITH THE GREEN MOUNTAIN 
CLUB 

The main Club is now accepting appli- 
cations for shelter caretakers, ranger- 
naturalists, and Long Trail Patrol (trail 
crew) members to work on the Long Trail 
System during the summer of 1986. Many 
volunteer positions are also available. 
For further information and application 
forms contact: Green Mountain Club, P.0. 

Box 889, Montpelier, VT 06502; (802) 
223-3463. Application deadline for a 
paid position is March 31, 1986. Volun- 
teer applications have no deadline. 
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HIKE ATTENDANCE REPORT 
by Sue Thomas 

Out of curiosity, before the last 
Outings Committee meeting, I decided to 
survey the attendance on recent hikes. 

I tallied up the participants on the last 
20 trips, and thought everyone might be 
interested in the results. We had an 
average of 11.7 hikers per trip (don't 
know who that .7 is, but we're an equal 
opportunity club!), and here's a break- 
down by order of attendance: 


Covered Dish Supper -r 22 

Glen Dam - 22 

Ice Beds - 20 

Winter Weekend (Merck) - 19 

Mt. Ascutney - 17 

Skating Party (Pittfd) - 17 

West Rutland Forest - 15 

Crown Point Road - 15 

Fern Lake Cookout - 15 

Bypass Preview - 14 

Mystery Hike - 12 

(Silver Lake) 

Merck Forest (Fall - 10 

Weekend) 

Black Mountain - 10 

East Mountain - 8 

Mystery Hike (Florence) - 7 

Abbey Pond - 7 

Bomoseen Ski - 6 

Moonlight Hike - 5 

Lookout to Chateauguay - 3 

Mendon Mountain - 2 


SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Carol Chapman: Editor 

Jake Sherman: Assistant Editor & 

Typist 

Roma Pullring, Ray Catoczi, & 
Churchill Scott: Distributici 

Sue Thomas : Illustrations 


TREASURER'S REPORT 
Killington Section - GMC 
Balance 1/1/85 $985.03 

Income 


Dues 

Sale of Post 

947.00 

Cards, Buttons 

257.32 

Gifts to Kirk Fund 

122.00 

Sugar on Snow Party 

63.00 

Interest 

29.67 

Sale of Guide Books 

27.00 

Sale of End-to-End maps 5.75 

Sale of Patches 

3.00 

Sale of Rockers 

2.00 


Total Income $1,456.74 

Expenses 


Sharp Printing Co. 



Post Cards 


500.00 

To Main G.M.C. 


442.82 

Dues Assessment 

381.00 


Guide Books 

31.92 


Topo Maps 

28.75 


Sales Tax 

1.15 



442.82 


Smoke & Blazes 


269.89 

Norma B. Montaigne - 

Buttons 

230.00 

Treasurer's Expenses 


99.90 

Publ icitv 


60.40 

Annual Meeting 


55.00 

Postage 


21.92 

Donations 


20.00 

Sugar on Snow 


16.58 

Outings 


13.65 

Dues Rebate 


11.00 

Total Expenses 

$1, 

,741.16 


Balance 12/31/85 $700.61 
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MYSTERY HIKE 
by Ray Catozzi 
Feb. 22, 1986 

A beautiful, sunny windless day 
greeted seven hikers this day, a day after 
another heavy wet snowstorm. They knew 
not where they were going, except for 
their leader, but six with cross-country 
skis, and one with snowshoes were ready 
for whatever he had to offer. 

What I was going to offer them was a 
start at the Gorham covered bridge on a 
back road north of Proctor, and up a wind- 
ing, climbing snowmobile route called 
"4 West" to the top of the ridge between 
Proctor and Whipple Hollow north of West 
Rutland. (A power line coming up from 
West Rutland follows this ridge for a 
while just west of Proctor, then angles 
down slowly to Florence.) We would have 
had great views to the north and east had 
we made it up to this power line. 

Alas, ' twas not to be had this day. 

The wet snow of the night before had fro- 
zen hard in the snowmobile trail, render- 
ing it too difficult to come back down on 
our return trip, with cross-country skis. 

So,.... what should be just a few 
feet above our parking area west of the 
covered bridge but the tracks of the Ver- 
mont Railway. Eureka, a perfect solution 
of where to go in place of the dangerous 
trail. Up the railroad tracks we went, 
north for about 1 to 1% miles to where the 
Otter Creek came over close to the tracks. 

We then left the very safe, flat (boring?) 
route of the railroad tracks, crossed over 
to the west bank of the meandering Otter 
Creek, and followed it upstream back to 
our cars. This route was much shorter 
than the one I had originally planned so 
we were back to our cars just at lunch 
time . 

We enjoyed our lunches sitting on the 
guard rail of the west end of Gorham Bridge, 
as we watched the snowmobiles arrive. 

We all hated to quit so soon with 
such a fine day, so Wally Rogers said "let's 
give the snowmobile trail a try." So off 
we went, all seven of us, climbing steeply 
for a while, then down a short curving run 
where half of the gang fell down. 

We soon found another trail leading 
off to the north; followed it a short dis- 
tance and came out on a couple of nice 


open hills in the middle of the woods, 
where most of us enjoyed practicing our 
downhill skiing on cross-country skis, 
safely. 

Soon we had looped back to the rail- 
road tracks and our cars, quite satis- 
fied with our expedition. Not a bad one 
in spite of the change. 

DIRECTOR RESIGNS 

Winnie Shambo has submitted a letter 
to the directors of the Killington Section 
giving notice of her resignation from all 
her positions with the Killington Section 
including director in the Section, Main 
Club director, and publicity chairman, 
effective immediately. We wish to express 
our appreciation to Winnie for her many 
years of enthusiastic service to our 
section. Winnie: It will be hard to 

fill your shoes. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Norman Cyrs - 131 Commonwealth Ave. 

Springfield, VT 05156 
Henry Ferguson - 15 Lyndon Hill 

Woodstock, VT 05091 
Mark Luttrell, DDS - 90 Forest St., 

Apt. 1 Rutland, VT 05701 
Brian Sawyer - 5 So. Park Place 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 
Carolyn Wynne - RR#1, Box 722, Middle- 
town Springs, VT 05757 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

George Reynolds - 4 Sargent St. 

Hanover, N.H. 03755 
Rachael Ferguson - 78 Park Street 

Northf ield, N.H. 03276 

GEORGE L. KIRK 
TRAILS AND SHELTERS FUND, 

Balance 1/1/85 $9,428.22 

Income 

1985 Interest 948.11 
1985 Gifts 122.00 
$1,070.11 

Expenses 

To Main G.M.C. $96.00 
Shelter Insurance 70.88\ 

Trail Liability 25.12/ 

Trails & Shelters 462 . 04 
558.04 


Balance 12/31/85 


$9,940.29 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring 1986 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 468-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RR3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448; 
or W. Churchill Scott, Treas., RR 1, Box 4869, 775-1494. 

DATE 


HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

Apr. 5 
(Sat.) 


7:30 

P.M. 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING, Rutland Methodist 
Church. Program: Vermont Humor Talk by David Smith 
of Middlebury College. Rob Carey 446-2830 

Apr. 12 
(Sat.) 


9:30 

A.M. 

CARVER FALLS, West Haven. 3 mi., easy. 

Roma Pulling 773-6997 

Apr. 19 
(Sat.) 


10:00 

A.M. 

ORIENTEERING, & Corridor Protection, Clarendon 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Apr. 22 
(Tues . ) 


7:00 

P.M. 

SLIDE SHOW AT RUTLAND FREE LIBRARY. Slides of past 
K.S. outings. Come help recruit new members. 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Apr. 27 
(Sun. ) 


10:30 

A.M. 

LYE BROOK FALLS, Manchester. 5 mi., moderate. 

Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

May 4 
(Sun. ) 


1:00 

P.M. 

CAVENDISH GORGE, 2 mi., easy. 

Carol Chapman 775-3545 

May 10 
(Sat.) 


9:00 

A.M. 

WALK-THROUGH. Route 140 to Gov. Clement Shelter. 
Annual spring trail restoration. 

Steve Pulling 773-6997 

May 18 
(Sun. ) 


10:00 

A.M. 

MOUNTAIN TOP AREA, Chittenden. 4 mi., easy. 

Ira Hawley 775-4149 

May 24-25 
(Sat .-Sun. ) 




GMC ANNUAL MEETING, Green Mountain College, Poultney. 
See Long Trail News for details. 

May 31 
(Sat . ) 


9:00 

A.M. 

WALK-THROUGH. Governor Clement Shelter to Route 4 

Steve Pulling 773-6997 

June 3 
(Tues.) 


7:00 

P.M. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. 35 Burnham Ave., Rutland. 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

June 8 
(Sun. ) 


10:00 

A.M. 

DAILY HOLLOW GOLD MINES, Bridgewater. 3 mi., moder- 
ate. Churchill Scott 775-1494 

June 14 
(Sat . ) 


9:00 

A.M. 

BUSHWHACKING MYSTERY HIKE, 5 mi., moderate. 

Mark Luttrell 773-1618 

June 21 
(Sat.) 


10:00 

A.M. 

MT. TOM, WOODSTOCK. Good views from the summit. 

5 mi., moderate. Ira Hawley 775-4149 

June 25 
(Wed.) 


5:30 

P.M. 

SUPPER HIKE, DEER LEAP, Sherburne. 1 mi., moderate. 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

June 29 
(Sun. ) 


9:00 

A.M. 

OLD BALDY, Bridgewater. 5 mi., very moderate. 

Steve Pulling 773-6997 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN APPROPRIATE. 
HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR LEADER. 
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CLARENDON SHELTER HIKE 
by Bernie Donahue 
March 9, 1986 

On March 9th members and others took 
a short hike to Clarendon Shelter. That 
Sunday was mild and mostly sunny. Spring 
seemed for a while to be in the air. 

Snow was melting and there were patches 
of earth visible. 

The day was not suitable for snow- 
shoeing. However boots and pacs were 
popular. The hikers enjoyed lunching and 
kibitzing at the shelter. A warming fire 
and heat for coffee and cocoa was pro- 
vided. 

This hike was planned at the last 
minute to replace the four-mile Blue 
Ridge trek. That area had severe road 
conditions at this time of year. Can- 
cellation seemed appropriate. The re- 
placement hike proved fun for those who 
made it on that day. 

MYSTERY HIKE 

by Sue Carey 
March 15, 1986 

The mystery man who was supposed to 
lea<! this hike couldn't make it, so it was 
left to the program directors to lead the 
way. During the previous week there was 
an article in the newspaper stating that 
the Country Club was thinking of selling 
its property in Pine Hill along Rocky 
Pond to condominium developers. After 
reading this. Sue and I decided to lead 
the hike to Pine Hill Park. 

Several Killington Section members 
attended a Rutland Aldermanic committee 
meeting about the Rocky Pond issue. We 
invited the aldermen to hike with us , but 
none came. 

The day of the hike was overcast, but 
many nonaldermen came to hike. We parked 


our cars on Evergreen Avenue and walked 
to Rocky Pond first. The pond was 
covered with unsafe ice, so we followed 
the path past Muddy Pond, crossed the 
outlet stream and went to the falls. 

The falls was coated with ice. 

Several Killington Section members (who 
will go unnamed) tried to knock off the 
ice with snowballs so they could see the 
water. They did knock some holes in the 
ice, but when we left the falls were 
still mostly ice-covered. 

We walked through the golf course 
(nobody was playing) and left the park 
by the ice rink (nobody was skating) . 

It is a pleasant hike and I hope that it 
stays undeveloped. 

SUGAR-ON- SNOW PARTY 

by Sue Thomas 
March 23, 1986 

On March 23, 31 hungry-looking people 
converged on the Unitarian Universalist 
Church with maple syrup on their minds. 
(Several of the younger participants 
undoubtedly left with it in a few other 
places!) This was by far the most par- 
ticipation we've had for a sugar-on- 
snow in recent years, and we extend 
thanks to the church for providing us 
with the much needed extra space to 
accommodate our steadily growing group. 

-We gratefully acknowledge once again 
the contribution of John and Janet 
Martin, without whom the whole affair 
would not be possible. Jan has a 
special touch for boiling the syrup to 
exactly the right point, and cheerfully 
spends the time it takes to do so before 
the rest of us arrive. Thanks also to 
John for providing slides of Killington 
Section outings from years past, which 
led to a spirited round of "Name That 
Shelter," occasional disagreements as 
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to which direction the camera was facing 
(often ending with the loser pointing out 
that "the trees have grown up a lot since 
then"), and "Isn't that Churchill in the 
hat?" A good time was had by all, thanks 
again to the Martins, and to the "worker 
bees" who washed all the dishes while we 
drones enjoyed the slide show! 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

by Rob Carey 
April 5, 1986 

The Annual Meeting of the Killington 
Section was held at the Rutland Methodist 
Church on April 5 . The meeting was well 
attended with over 30 members and guests 
present. The officers and committee 
reports were given, some of which were 
printed in the Jan. -March issue of Smoke 
& Blazes 

The following officers were elected: 

President: Rob Carey 

Vice-President: Steve Pulling 

Treasurer: Wally Rogers 

Secretary: Olga Laird 

Main Club Director: Ray Catozzi 

Trails & Shelters: Steve Pulling 

Outings Co-Chairmen: Sue Carey 

Sue Thomas 

Publicity: Sue Carey 

Directors and year of expiration of 
term are as follows: 


Rob Carey 

1989 

Ray Catozzi 

1989 

Churchill Scott 

1989 

Olga Laird 

1988 

Mark Luttrell 

1988 

Steve Pulling 

1988 

Sue Carey 

1987 

Bernie Donahue 

1987 

Wally Rogers 

1987 


After the completion of the business 
meeting, Middlebury College faculty member 
David Smith, a Proctor native, gave an 
enjoyable talk on Vermont humor. This 
included both some observations on the 
types of humor as well as many examples . 

A common feature of this is the unexpected 
ending. People from "down country" often 
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figure in these stories. An example is 
the story of the two deer hunters who 
got lost and spent the night with a young, 
recently divorced woman. Nine months 
later one of them received a letter from 
her lawyer. She had been killed and left 
him everything in her will. 

As usual the refreshments were de- 
licious and enjoyed by all with a variety 
of cookies, brownies and other goodies. 

CARVER FALLS 

by Roma Pulling 
April 12, 1986 

A person can drive within a stone's 
throw of the falls, but being aware that 
we were members of a hiking club, we 
parked our cars at the West Haven School 
just off Route 22A. This provided an 
easy walk of roughly a mile down a gravel 



road and across a field. 

Seventeen people left the park in 
Rutland, and two more joined us in West 
Haven. The falls are rather striking in 
appearance with 126 feet of combined 
cascade and falling water. Some people 
scrambled a steep bank for a close look, 
then everyone gathered in view of the 
falls for lunch. There we found our 
first hepaticas. 

On our return to the cars, I announced 
plans to cross the Poultney River and view 
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the falls from the New York side. Two 
drivers elected to return to Rutland, but 
John Hughes and Ira Hawley with their 
passengers accompanied us. Some people 
actually preferred the view from that 
side. We walked to the power station, 
then on rock outcroppings in the river. 
Lastly, we followed the river upstream 
for some distance, discovering old 
bridge abutments and an old foundation 
along the way. Someone suggested that 
this alone would have made a pleasant 
hike. 


"HOW WE SPENT AN AFTERNOON IN SHREWSBURY 
WITHOUT LEAVING VERMONT": ORIENTEERING 

HIKE 

by Sue Thomas 
April 19, 1986 

As most of you already know, last 
year the National Park Service acquired 
a corridor of land surrounding the Appa- 
lachian/Long Trail for the purpose of 
protecting it from encroachment by log- 
ging, development, dumping, etc. Last 
summer Ray Catozzi and I attended a work- 
shop put on by the ATC & GMC to solicit 
help from the local GMC sections in moni- 
toring this corridor. With the best of 
intentionsl volunteered to patrol a sec- 
tion in Shrewsbury, but as the weeks and 
then the months went by I began to get 
less and less confident of my ability to 
find the right tract of land with com- 
pass and map as they had taught us at 
the workshop. 

Fearing I would probably wind up in 
Pennsylvania if I tried it on my own, 

I decided to enlist the help of the rest 
of the club. Remembering the enthusiastic 
response to an orienteering workshop 
Steve Pulling had done for the section 
once before, I asked him for a repeat 
performance, and on April 19 we had a 
beautiful day and a good-sized group. 

After spending the morning learning 
the basics of map and compass reading, 
we decided to take a lunch break on a 
beautiful piece of property recently 
acquired by the club. After lunch we 
chose a spot on the map from which to 
start, which proved to be easier than 
finding the actual spot! Following much 
discussion and pacing, we settled on a 



tree as The Spot, marked it with survey- 
ors' tape, and bravely set off through 
the woods. Despite frequent disagree- 
ments (e.g. "a little more to the right 
here," "No, a little more to the left 
here," "Are you holding your compass 
upside down?") , wonder of wonders, we 
emerged victoriously on a dirt road al- 
most exactly where the map said we should! 
Feeling quite proud of ourselves, we re- 
turned via the Long Trail. I, for one, 
will try not to feel too smug, since I 
still have a large area left to find — 
might end up in Pennsylvania yet ! 


A NOTE OF THANKS 

Speaking on behalf of the Killington 
Section, I would like to thank everyone 
who participated in the program at the 
Rutland Library on April 22. Special 
thanks are in order to Rob and Sue Carey 
who coordinated the program, put together 
the slide show, arranged the downstairs 
display case, and proved they were the 
bravest of us all by speaking at the slide 
presentation. Thanks also to Churchill 
Scott for his contribution, and to every- 
one who donated pictures, slides, re- 
freshments, and bodily presence. Hike 
participation is high right now, but 
there's always room for more, and hope- 
fully the program interested some poten- 
tial hikers. 
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LYE BROOK FALLS 
by Sue Carey 
April 27, 1986 

The day of the hike was perfect for 
walking and the event was well attended. 
Due to publicity in the Manchester News 
Guide , there were several new people 
from the Manchester area who hiked with 
us . 

The trail to the falls follows old 
roads and old railroad beds through the 
woods. The railroad was used for logging. 
If you looked closely enough you could 
find some ties. 

Lye Brook Falls is the highest water- 
fall in Vermont and during the spring it 
is at its fullest. I've only seen it 
before during the summer; however, in the 
spring it is especially impressive. 


CAVENDISH GORGE 

by Carol Chapman 
May 4, 1986 

After our hike of Cavendish Gorge I 
thought I'd do a little research on the 
geological history of the area, but a 
trip to the Rutland Free Library and a 
search through some volumes of the Ver - 
mont Geological Survey didn't bring any 
results. If any of you readers can en- 
lighten us, please let me know. 

Spectacular rock formations, potholes 
and a cauldron scoured out by swirling 
rocks impressed us all and invited us to 
climb and explore. All except one of us 
hiked along the trail at the rim through 
coniferous woods. Jim Griffin, however, 
chose to do it the hard way, scrambling 
over the rocks down in the river. We 
worried about him after we hadn't seen 
him in a while, but there he was at the 
bridge by the rapids ahead of us, apolo- 
getic for not staying with the leader. 

As we left the forest and walked 
through field and swamp, we were rewarded 
by a variety of spring wildf lowers, evi- 
dence of beaver gnawing and a cluster of 
grounded frog's eggs which Sue Thomas 
kindly returned to the water. 

Some hot day this summery you may 
see some GMC members cooling off in one 
of the swimming holes at Cavendish Gorge. 



KILLINGTON SECTION WORK PARTY 
by A1 Pulling 
May 10, 1986 

On May 10, 1986, 16 faithful and 
energetic volunteers offered their ser- 
vices for clean-up of the Killington Sec- 
tion's stretch of the Long Trail. We 
had a beautiful day in which to work. 

Our efforts this day were concentrated on 
the section from the Upper Cold River 
Road to Vermont 140. 

As my son Steve had to be out of town, 
he appointed me O.I.C. (officer-in-charge). 
Steve had his trunk all loaded with tools 
which, along with Roma, I dispensed to 
the different crews. 

I had the chain saw to use and, after 
helping spot cars, worked on removing 
some big trees, including one just north 
of the Upper Cold River Road and one at 
East Wallingford just north of Rte. 140. 

Roma and I then went to clean up 
around Clarendon Shelter and Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter. 

After this work was done it was time 
to go to the Lower Cold River Road to 
pick up the Ira Hawley family which had 
cleared the trail south of the Lower 
Cold River Road. 



5 


There was a report of a tree down 
near the "lookout" south of the bridge 
near Vt. 103, but we never did find it. 

Thanks to everyone who did their 
part that day. 

MOUNTAINTOP CHITTENDEN 

by Ira Hawley 
May 18, 1986 

All hikes are planned for the enjoy- 
ment of participants, and it was hoped 
this "historical" type of exploring 
would be accepted. 

The morning was clear and comfortable 
as a large group (34, I believe) gathered 
at the park. Very gratifying to see such 
a good turnout. We agreed our first 
item of interest was a marble marker 
which indicated the location of the four 
towns — Rutland, Mendon, Pittsford and 
Chittenden meeting at one corner. This 
marker is located on the western side 
of Meadow Lake Drive just a little ways 
south of its intersection with the road 
to Chittenden. 

Then, on to Mountaintop where we 
parked the cars for the beginning of 
the hike. There we were joined by two 
more hikers. We proceeded on to the top 
of a high meadow for an excellent view 
of Chittenden Dam and the mountains be- 
yond. We stopped at an ancient burial 
place of about a dozen graves with 
natural stone markers with no inscrip- 
tions, probably dating to before 1800. 

Then, over a low ridge along the 
course of a long abandoned town road to 
a clearing at an intersection of another 
long abandoned town road where we rested 
and lunched. There we were treated to a 
"mini-birthday party" for Nancy Sugarman 
complete with a nice birthday cake. 

Happy Birthday, Nancy. 

We continued past more cellar holes, 
one of which had the remains of the base 
of a stone chimney with fireplaces on 
each of four sides still visible. Far- 
ther on we came upon the foundation of 
a large barn, and across the road the 
tumbling remains of a house. Back in 
the woods we had seen a peaceful porcu- 
pine trying to conceal himself in the 
crevice of a large rock. Many spring 
flowers were seen along the way. 


A little used town road brought us 
to the end of our 4^ mile walk to our 
cars. The two small Scott boys seemed 
tired, but everyone appeared to have had 
an enjoyable time. 

KILLINGTON SECTION WORK PARTY 

by A1 Pulling 
May 31, 1986 

On a foggy (looked like rain) day 
we proceeded to finish up our section of 
the Long Trail, working on the stretch 
from the Upper Cold River Road to U.S. 4. 

Several of our loyal members showed 
up at the park that day. Steve "stowed" 
us away in his truck, and we proceeded 
up the mountain. The fog was especially 
thick at the higher elevation, and three 
attempts were made before we got on the 
right road. 

Three crew members left us for the 
trail to Gov. Clement Shelter. Steve 
left and proceeded to Gov. Clement with 
his truck. 

We found the usual mess at Cooper 
Lodge. After cleaning it up, four of 
us started north finding lots of 
clipping to do along the way. 

I was in charge of the chainsaw 
again. It came in handy as there were 
several good-sized blowdowns on the 
stretch between Killington and Pico. 

When I arrived at Pico Camp, the thick 
fog made visibility very difficult. 

We had lunch there, and by then it was 
12:30 or so. 

When Roma and Sue arrived it was 
nearly 2:00 P.M. Sue had got to Pico 
Camp when I did, but went back to help 
Roma and Mark. 

We completed the trail by 4:45 P.M. 
Again, many thanks to all of you who 
helped. It was much appreciated. 

SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Carol Chapman: Editor 

Jake Sherman: Assistant Editor & 

Typist 

Sue Thomas: Illustrations 

Roma Pulling, Ray Catozzi & 

Churchill Scott: Distribution 
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A NEW CHALLENGE 
by Roma Pulling 

Many in our hiking fraternity take 
to the woods to seek quiet, to appreciate 
nature, or to enjoy the companionship of 
others with similar tastes, or perhaps 
for all these reasons. Other people need 
the stimulus of a challenge to get out, 
and A1 Pulling is one of these. For six 
and a half years, completing our End to 
End provided sufficient challenge. Some 
successful End to Enders turn to hiking 
the AT or perhaps completing the LT in 
one sustained effort, but we know our 
limitations. Then Alfred remarked one 
day that it would be nice to have pic- 
tures of all the shelters. Thus began 
our latest project. 

After acquiring a large (68 in. by 
42 in.) map of Vermont, we lightly 
sketched in spaces for 70 pictures in- 
cluding all of the shelters on the LT 
and side trails plus two no longer 
standing (Tamarack and Bromley) and one 
no longer in the LT system (Worth Mt.) 
but pictures of which were already in 
our possession. Our campaign to take 
the rest of the pictures had already 
begun and is ongoing, with a few less 
than half taken so far. Making this 
project even more of a challenge is the 
fact that many shelters can be photo- 
graphed, at least with our inexpensive 
equipment, only between mid-October and 
mid-May when the leaves are off. 

Some of our more interesting hikes 
so far were the following: 

Lake Trail — Starting half a mile 
off Route 7 in Mt. Tabor, the 3.5 mile 
Lake Trail follows the old stage coach 
road which formerly led to the Griffith 
Lake House. We passed the lake and con- 
tinued on .7 of a mile to Peru Peak 
Shelter. The day of our hike (Jan. 24) 
there was not a great quantity of snow 
and the hiking was easy except when 
crossing McGinn Brook. 

Sucker Brook Trail — With Steve 
along we made two trips to Goshen, one 
to find the beginning of the trail and 
a second on March 8 to hike to Sucker 
Brook Shelter. You canot drive to the 
trail head in the winter; so we actually 
hiked further than the 2 mi. round trip 


specified in the guide book. This re- 
quired snowshoes, and it was cold and 
windy but otherwise easy hiking. 

Pittsfield to Rolston's Rest — March 
26, the day we chose for this hike, was 
a beautiful early spring day with 71° 
temperatures in Rutland. We took snow- 
shoes, and this was a wise decision as 
there were still two feet of snow at the 
shelter. Otherwise this could be called 
an easy hike along a private road. 

Burnt Hill Trail — We actually hiked 
the Burnt Hill Trail in Ripton twice. On 
an earlier trip we were unsuccessful in 
reaching our goal, Boyce Shelter. Alfred 
was vocal in his disappointment, but to 
me it was a delightful outing. Every 
tree carried a heavy burden of snow, 
creating a spectacular winter landscape 
but also causing the branches to hang low 
and obscure the blazes on the trees, which 
is why we lost the trail just short of 
the shelter. The ground was covered with 
three feet of snow. We returned on 
April 3 and found only two feet of snow. 

We were able to complete our 2.8 mile 
hike to the shelter, but this time the 
scenery was only ordinary. 

Skylight Pond Trail — This trail is 
located near the Burnt Hill Trail in 
Ripton and ascends 2.3 mi. to one of my 
favorite spots on the LT — Skyline 
Lodge and Skylight Pond. The lodge has 
had some rough treatment, not only by 
humans but by porkies, also, but had had 
some remedial work done since my last 
trip. After photographing the lodge and 
being only 1.8 mi. from Emily Proctor 
Shelter, we decided to add that to our 
day's accomplishments. We found two feet 
of snow on the LT there, too. 

You can be sure we will be back on 
the trail when the leaves fall in Octo- 
ber. The trails described here would be 
good section hikes as well. 
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NOTICE OF COMING ATTRACTIONS STACEY ANNE SHULTE MEMORIAL HIKE 


This September Jean Davies will be 
conducting a one-day workshop on Edible 
Wild Foods for the Killington Section at 
Camp Betsey Cox in Pittsford. The class 
will run from 10 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. on a 
Saturday (date will be definite later) , 
and will consist of Jean's expert and 
entertaining instruction, foraging, and 
of course cooking and eating what we've 
gathered! Cost for the day will be $4 
per person, and participation is limited, 
so interested persons should contact Sue 
Thomas at 773-2185 as soon as possible. 

ATTEND THE INTERSECTIONAL 

The Intersectional is at Camp Betsey 
Cox in Pittsford from August 23 to 31. 

If you can't come for the daytime events, 
you can still attend the evening activi- 
ties . 

The following is a tentative list: 

Aug. 23, Sat. - Game night (Bring your 
favorite game) . 

Aug. 24, Sun. - Campfire. 

Aug. 25, Mon. - Starwatching with 
Linda Krasner 

Aug. 26, Tues. - Spaghetti Supper 

Aug. 27, Wed. - Lyme Hill Contra Band. 
(This will be a live band) . 

Aug. 28, Thurs. - Slide Show/Bring your 
own slides. Also Starwatch 
rain date. 

Aug. 29, Fri. - Auction 

Aug. 30, Sat. - Lamb roast, $4.50 

approx. /person & $2/child 6-12. 
(Possible slide show after 
dinner) . 

Aug. 31, Sun. - Campfire 

Call Rob or Sue Carey (446-2830) for 
more information. 



From June 21st-July 7, Bill Shulte 
will be hiking the length of the Long 
Trail (275 miles) to raise money for the 
Leukemia Society of America. The hike 
is a memorial benefit to Bill's daughter, 
Stacey Anne, who died in 1976. His goal 
is to raise $10,000 to support leukemia 
research, and 100% of the funds he 
collects will go to the society. Please 
show your support by joining Bill as he 
passes thru our area on July 6 (see the 
hike schedule), or by donating. You can 
do this by pledging any amount you wish 
per mile, or by making a flat donation 
(checks made payable to Leukemia Society) . 
I have a pledge sheet — Sue Thomas, 
773-2185 — and would be happy to collect 
your pledges. I'm sure I speak for the 
entire Killington Section in wishing Bill 
a successful hike. 

DUES DUE 

This is the last issue of Smoke & 
Blazes to be mailed to 1985" members . 

Adults $12.00 

Family Jr. (under 18)* 1.00 

Senior Citizen (over 65) 6.00 

Spouse $10.00 

Individual Junior (to 18'J 2.00 

Wally Rogers, treasurer 
k-7 Terrill Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Make checks payable to 
Killington Section, GMC. 




GMC KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
June, 1986 


Badger, Robert 

Blaskovich, Mrs. William 

Carey, Robert, Sue & Mara 

Cavnes, Max 

Chapman, Carol 

Conlon, Diana & George 

Crowley, Rose 

Crowther, John 

Cyrs, Norman 

Daly, John 

Dicton, Joe, Sr. 

Ferguson, Henry 
Ferguson, Rachel 
Florczak, Ben 
Fleetham, Robert & Mary 
Frink, James 
Gibbud, Ruth 

Hawley, Ira, Irene & Lorraine 

Hignite, Carol 

Hughes, John & Emma 

Kinkelaar, Rita 

Kirk, Mrs. George 

Krasner, Linda 

Laird, Olga 

LaPenna, Nina 

Luttrell, Mark 

Maier, Elsie 

Mausolff, Anne 

McNeil, Mary 

Mendoza, Danny 

Nadler, Krissy 

Newton, Doris 

Nuffort, John 

Nyiri, Anna 

Ogden, Herbert, Jr. 

O'Hara, Mary J. 

Olson, Judith 

Pulling, Roma & A1 

Pulling, Steve 

Putnam, Betsy 

Reynolds, George 

Rogers, Wally, Irene & Brad 

Russell, Ellen 

Sawyer, Brian 

Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 

Scott, Churchill & Virginia 

Sherman, Jake 

Simmonds, William, Jr. 

Snyder, Mr. & Mrs. Bill 
Sugarman, Nancy 
Thomas , Sue 
Tumielewski, William 
Weston, Wilbur 
Wynne, Carolyn 

Zeman, Carol 
Martin, Jane 


1704 Lark Lane 
P.0. Box 367 
R.R.#1, Box 340 
P.0. Box 69 
34% Kendall Avenue 
RD#2, Sunset Acres 
Dale Road 

249 Lincoln Avenue 
131 Commonwealth Avenue 
22 Engrem Avenue 
R.R.#1, Sugarwood Hill Rd. 

15 Lyndon Hill 

Keewaydin Arms, Blueberry Ln. 

P.0. Box 446 

P.0. Box 95 

60 Litchfield Avenue 

Drake Road 

R.R. #3, Woodstock Avenue 
152 Bellevue Avenue 
18 Ronaldo Court 

3 Nickwackett Street 

8 East Washington Street 
Drake Road 

R.R. #3, Box 4836, Chasanna Dr. 

16 Garden Street 
10 Maple Street 

280 Fort Washington Avenue 
R.R. itl 

27 Grape Street 
22 Tall Timber Drive 
1 Pleasant Heights 
26 Boutwell Road 
453 Victor Way 
167 Stratton Road 

4 Emmett Avenue 
Box 184 

P.O. Box 121 

R.D.#2, Woodstock Avenue 
Post Road 
75 Vernon Street 

9 Sargent Street 

47 Terrill Street 
Louisquisset Ctry. Club Resort 

5 South Park Place 
1651 Clayburn Circle 
R.R. #3, Box 4869 

48 Morse Place 
18 Terrace Hill 
R.D. #1 

22 East Center Street 
35 Burnham Avenue 
123 Harrington Avenue 
R.R. 1, Box 115-A 
R.R. 1, Box 722 

P.O. Box 6074 
97 Cleveland Drive 


Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Dearborn, MI 48121 
Wallingford, VT 05773 
Wells, VT 05774 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Weston, VT 05161 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Woodstock, VT 05091 
Laconia, NH 03276 
Cavendish, VT 05142 
Rochester, VT 05767 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Woodstock, VT 05091 
New York, NY 10032 
Chester, VT 05143 
Fair Haven, VT 05743 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
W. Rutland, VT 05777 
Andover, MA 01810 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Hanover, NH 03755 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Providence, RI 02904 
Fair Haven, VT 05743 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Fair Haven, VT 05743 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Holly Spa, NC 27540 
Middletown Springs, VT 
05757 

Rutland, VT 05701 
Croton-on-Hudson,NY 10520 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer 1986 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 468-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RR 3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448; 
or Wally Rogers, Treasurer, 47 Terrill St, Rutland, 773-9208. 


DATE 


July 6 
(Sun. ) 


July 12 
(Sat.) 

July 19 
(Sat.) 


July 20 
(Sun. ) 


July 26-27 
(Sat. -Sun. ) 

Aug. 2 
(Sat.) 

Aug. 10 
(Sun. ) 

Aug. 16 
(Sat.) 


Aug. 23-31 


Sept. 2 
(Tues . ) 

Sept. 6-7 
(Sat. -Sun. ) 

Sept. 14 
(Sun. ) 

Sept. 21 
( Sun . ) 

Sept. 27 
(Sat . ) 


HOUR 

11:00 A.M. 

9:30 A.M. 
9:00 A.M. 

11:30 A.M. 

7:00 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 
9:30 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 


7:00 P.M. 
9:00 A.M. 

1:00 P.M. 
10:30 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


SHERBURNE PASS TO ELBOW ROAD. Join Bill Shulte for one 
leg of his end-to-end hike on the LT to raise funds 
for the Leukemia Society of America. (For more details 
and information on donating, see article elsewhere in 
this issue. 5 mi., moderate. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

SHREWSBURY PEAK, Shrewsbury. 3.8 mi., moderate. 

Herb Ogden 775-1350 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE WORKSHOP. A joint effort with the 
Ottauquechee Section. We will be working on the Appa- 
lachian Trail in the Chateauguay area. Call for info 
on where to meet. Roma Pulling 773-6997 

C00K0UT & FUN DAY - Tall Timbers Campground, Mendon. 

(Meet at the park at 11:30, or at Tall Timbers at noon). 
Bring something to grill or a dish to share. Volleyball, 
croquet, climb Blue Ridge Mtn., or just relax. 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

« 

END-TO-END. Lincoln to Appalachian Gap, backpacking. 

12 mi., moderate to difficult. Mark Luttrell 457-3829 

CAVE TRIP. Bring warm clothes, waterproof footgear and 
flashlights. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

MYSTERY HIKE. 3-4 mi. Bernie Donahue 773-7462 

CHICKEN ROAST. Members only, reservations required. 

No charge, but side dish or beverage donations are 
welcome. A short hike in the area of Kent Pond is 
planned to whet your appetite. Ira Hawley 775-4149 

INTERSECTIONAL. Camp Betsey Cox, Pittsford. Come for 
a day, a night, or a week. Activities include hikes, 
a star watch, a lamb roast and square dance. LT News 
for more details, or contact Rob & Sue Carey at 446-2830 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. Anyone wishing to lead a 
hike is welcome. 35 Burnham Ave. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

MERCK FOREST WEEKEND, Rupert. Come spend the weekend at 
Beebe Pond Shelter, or day hike. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

WHEELERVILLE, 4 mi., easy. Ira Hawley 775-4149 

LILY POND, Bomoseen area, 3 mi. Linda Krasner 468-3100 

CANOE TRIP. Reservations required, fee charge. 

Steve Pulling 773-6997 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE 
WHEN APPROPRIATE. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR LEADER. 


V\\\\W 



-t/vj-r ok 

^ -? /j£ 

7 ^/ -r*r*2£- '^U. *'*%( 




to zso iNomaA 'QNViirra 

flfVD NiVlNHOW N3339 
NOI1D3S NOlONmW 



Smoke & Blades 





VOLUME 39, NUMBER 3 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


JULY-SEPT., 1986 


BRIDGEWATER GOLD MINE 
by W. Churchill Scott 
June 8, 1986 

As always our trip to the Bridgewater 
gold mine was very well attended. Al- 
though the weather was not too good we 
managed to find the horizontal shaft 
which the information books say is 200 
yards long. And when a person is plowing 
through the mud underfoot, dodging the 
water dripping overhead with only a 
candle for light, it sure does seem at 
least that long. 

As the leader had to return early for 
a funeral and rain was increasing, no one 
attempted the side trip to a large ver- 
tical mine. Hopefully this can be done 
next time. 

MT. TOM AT WOODSTOCK 

by Ira Hawley 
June 21, 1986 

We are very fortunate to have access 
to so many beautiful places in our area 
to explore. We should thank those who 
allow us to enjoy these areas and also 
those who help to maintain them. 

The weather person cooperated beau- 
tifully with bright blue skies to bring 
out a group of nearly 30 hikers for this 
outing. We left our meeting place at the 
park soon after 10 A.M. and headed for 
Woodstock. 

There at Faulkner Park, we were joined 
by two more hikers. We started up the 
Switch Back Trail to Mt. Tom and soon 
picked up the Link Trail to the North 
Peak Trail. Here we ascended quite 
steeply for several yards to level out 
near the summit of the North Peak of Mt . 
Tom. 

It was east from here to the South 
Peak to enjoy nice views to the west, 
south, and east, a nice lunch break and 


good companionship. We moved on via an 
easy "Carriage Road" for a half mile to 
The Pogue, a pretty body of water in the 
hills. Pond lilies and swimming trout 
were seen here. 



From here an easy downgrade brought 
us to a paddock used for riding horses 
and eventually on to a quaint area used 
by Girl Scouts. 

Another half mile through the woods 
and the Switch Back Trail brought us to 
our cars. Everyone agreed this was 
another pleasant hike and a good way to 
spend the day. 

DEER LEAP SUPPER HIKE 

by Sue Thomas 
June 25, 1986 

We had a really lovely evening for 
our annual supper hike up Deer Leap on 
June 25. We voted to try the short route 
up the rocks for the sake of time, which 
would have worked out much better if the 
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leader had stayed on the trail! Instead 
she headed off on a new trail, apparently 
used by the rock-climbing class run by 
the Rutland Recreational Department. 

This led us to the base of the cliff 
whereupon a mutiny ensued — it seems no 
one was too keen on scaling the cliff 
("because it's there" somehow didn't seem 
like a good enough reason!") 

Instead we backtracked until someone 
found the actual trail, and continued to 
the top of the rock without incident. 

We found the condition of the trail to 
have deteriorated a lot since our last 
trip, due to erosion and overuse, and it 
was a much more difficult climb than it 
used to be. Mara showed her usual faith 
in her dad though, and calmly made the 
ascent in her pack. Up on top we had a 
beautiful view to go with our suppers, 
and lingered on the rock a little longer 
than we should have. 

In view of the condition of the 
shorter trail, we decided to go down the 
long way, and darkness caught up with us 
just as we reached the junction of the 
LT North and the AT East. No one had 
thought to bring a flashlight, so we made 
our way down cautiously — I focused on 
a white patch on Herb's pack in front of 
me, Rob on my white jacket, and so on 
down the line, and we all made it safely. 
Back in the parking lot we had a little 
celebration with a cake sent along by Sue 
Carey who wasn't able to come. Thanks 
Sue ! 

THE TRAIL THAT WAS NEVER FOUND 

by Steve Pulling 
June 29, 1986 

Many years ago when I was in college 
our Smoke & Blazes editor, Carol Chapman, 
led a hike up Old Baldy Mountain in 
Bridgewater. I have always wanted to do 
that hike again so I decided to take the 
club up a second time. After picking 
Carol's and Churchill's brains, I couldn't 
get any specific directions, so I headed 
out alone in search of Old Baldy. 

My first trip to Bridgewater put me 
on the correct trail after many hours of 
looking. On my second trip over, Lynn 
and I found the top of Old Baldy, but 
the way we went was extremely difficult 


and not suitable for a club hike. My 
third trip was another solo effort trying 
to find an easy way up the mountain, but 
after many hours of searching, no "easy" 
way was found. My fourth and final 
scouting trip was a success! Much by 
accident I found an "easy" way up as I 
flagged and cut a trail to the top. 

When the morning of June 29th came 
along I knew my four trips to Bridgewater 
were not in vain, as 18 people were at 
the park to make the trip . 

Some first time senior citizens, a 
man from Texas, many new faces, and of 
course that core of old regulars all 
showed up ready and willing to scale Old 
Baldy Mountain. 

An easy two mile walk on logging 
roads served as the prelude to a some- 
times difficult uphill bushwhack through 
a red pine stand. The pine stand was 
fairly open and pretty easy walking on 
this beautiful sunny and clear day. 
Suddenly much to most people's surprise 
we came upon an open hilltop field which 
is the reason for Old Baldy 's name. 

While eating lunch we were marveling 
at the 360° panoramic views of the 
beautiful Vermont countryside. We could 
see parts of Woodstock Village, Mount 
Ascutney, Stratton, Bromley, Okemo, 

Round Top, all five mountains of the 
Killington Ski Area, Pico, and to the 
north Bridgewater's numerous mountain 
peaks . 

For you people who missed this spec- 
tacular hike I've got just one word to 
say: "SORRY!" 

STACEY ANNE SHULTZ MEMORIAL HIKE 

by Sue Thomas 
July 6, 1986 

This summer Bill Shultz of Massachu- 
setts planned to hike the length of the 
Long Trail to raise money for the Leukemia 
Society in memory of his daughter Stacey 
Anne, who died of the disease 10 years 
ago. To show our support, some Killing- 
ton Section members joined him as he 
passed through our area. We met Bill at 
Sherburne Pass on July 6 as he was pre- 
paring to start out again after two days 
off with his family. 

We had a small but enthusiastic group; 
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John & Emma Hughes, myself. Bill, and 
last but not least, his 65 lb. pack! It 
was unfortunately a very hot and humid 
day, and none of us envied him having to 
carry all that weight up the trail on 
such a day, but no complaints were heard, 
and we had a very enjoyable day talking 
about his hike — where he had already 
been and where he was going. He said 
he'd been having a wonderful time meeting 
people along the way, hiking a few miles 
with some, and keeping track of others 
through the entries in the shelter log 
books . 

He also told us a little about the 
progress being made by the Leukemia So- 
ciety, both in research and treatment. 

When his daughter's illness was diagnosed, 
they were told she had only a 2% chance 
of survival; now, 10 years later, the 
same strain of leukemia has a 60% sur- 
vival rate. 

The Hugheses and I had planned only 
to hike as far as Tucker Johnson Shelter, 
but were enjoying it so much, we decided 
to continue, and ended up at the Elbow 
Road, where we finally parted company 
with Bill, very glad to have participated 
in his project. I have also collected 
donations from several Killington Section 
members . 

Unfortunately, I learned recently 
that Bill did not complete his hike — 
stopped by a broken leg on Camel's Hump! 

I was very sorry to hear that, after all 
the planning and effort that went into the 
trip. I'm sure the entire Killington 
Section joins me in wishing Bill a speedy 
recovery and return to the trails. 

SHREWSBURY PEAK, OR THE THREE-HOUR SHOWER 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

July 12, 1986 

The weather forecast merely said 
"showers" before noon," and the mountains 
were in clear view from Rutland. Off we 
went to Shrewsbury, figuring that, at 
worst, we'd encounter sprinkles and still 
have a good view from the peak. By the 
time your hike leader spotted a car at 
the end of the Black Swamp forest road 
(and inadvertently spotted his lunch and 
raingear there, too!), the forenoon 


"shower" had gone on for some time, but 
our band of seven started up the Shrews- 
bury Peak Trail anyway. We noted with 
sadness the passing of the picnic pavil- 
ion, which burned down sometime between 
October and May. The shelter just beyond 
was still in good shape, however. After 
passing through the somewhat misnamed 
"swale" north of Russell Hill (low, yes; 
marshy, no), we found that both the grade 
and the "shower" were increasing steadily. 
Mara Carey, our youngest member, was a 
good sport about this until she got one 
wet branch too many in the face, where- 
upon she made some brief comments that 
some thought might reflect on the wisdom 
of the accompanying grownups' setting off up 
a mountain in the rain. 

After a very brief stop at the South 
Peak, which might charitably be described 
as cool and very humid, we descended the 
Black Swamp Trail to Newfound Shelter for 
lunch. There, we met a gentleman from 
Mt . Holly who used to work for Farm & 
Wilderness Camps and filled us in on the 
history of the area's shelters and trails. 
Newfound Shelter was built in the CCC 
days and then lost. Folks knew it was 
up there somewhere, but not precisely 
where. When they finally found it some 
15 years ago, the roof was in poor con- 
dition, but the walls were still sound. 

Farm & Wilderness re-roofed the shelter, 
and it looks as though it will be good 
for years to come. It also has a fine 
view, which, like all the rest of the 
fine views on the trip, was limited to a 
few hundred feet. 

The stop for lunch was dry but not 
very warm, so we hustled down the trail 
to the waiting car, discussing the idea 
of a moonlight hike to Newfound Shelter 
over the wide, easy trail sometime when 
the weather was better. From the car, 
your leader tried to spy a promised 
attraction of the hike, a solid structure 
that may be Vermont's largest backwoods 
outhouse. Summer foliage and a disin- 
clination to poke around in the wet woods 
led us to postpone rediscovery of the 
outhouse (Newfound Outhouse?) till another 
time, however. Despite the bad weather, 
we all arrived back at the Northam Area 
in good spirits. 
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TRAIL MAINTENANCE WORKSHOP 
by Roma Pulling 
July 19, 1986 

Under the new GMC policy of breaking 
up the Trail Maintenance Workshop into 
eight regional ones, our section met with 
the 0 Section. Five KS members — Steve 
Pulling, Sue Thomas, John and Emma Hughes 
and myself — gathered in Rutland at 
9:00 A.M. and were asked to meet the 
leaders and 0 Section volunteers at the 
Woodstock Recreation Center at 9:30. 

Even with Steve driving the lead car, we 
didn't quite make it. 

Our leaders, who waited for us, were 
Ray Auger, GMC Southern Field Assistant, 
and Roger Sternberg of the Appalachian 
Trail Conference. The section of trail 
being relocated was described in LT News 
as being in Chateauguay and as the No 
Town area of Stockbridge by one of our 
co-workers. Either way, we drove off 
Route 12 in Barnard and followed steadily 
deteriorating gravel roads for several 
miles. About a mile short of our des- 
tination, John decided the road had de- 
teriorated enough and parked his car 
and he and Emma rode the rest of the way 
with Ray. 

At the beginning of our walk we were 
assigned tools and given printouts from 
trail maintenance and construction man- 
uals of both the GMC and ATC. Our job 
this day was construction of new trail 
for an AT relocation. We started with 
picks and shovels on a short section 
which will slab across a steep slope 
with emphasis on methods of discouraging 
erosion. 

For a second assignment we helped 
choose among three possible trail routes 
up a gradual slope some distance from the 
first, then we split into two groups. 

The one including the KS members worked 
with Roger toward where our cars were 
parked and did clearing of brush and 
small trees. When we arrived back at 
the cars, we were free to leave except 
for one detail: Steve had left early to 

fulfill another obligation, John's car 
was still a mile down the road, and the 
other drivers were still back in the 
woods. Of course this was no problem 
for seasoned (!!) hikers like ourselves. 
We hoofed it back to John's car and still 


had not been overtaken by drivers from 
the other team. John chose to take a 
slightly shorter route home through 
Pittsfield with an ice cream stop along 
the way. 

I can't accurately compare the success 
of the new workshops with the old system 
of holding one two-day event . This 
method may have attracted new workers: 
none of the five members from our section 
had attended a workshop before. 


"FUN DAY" 

by Sue Thomas 
July 20, 1986 



As you all know now, our "FUN DAY" 
was actually a code name for a much de- 
served party to honor Churchill Scott, 
who recently retired after 25 years as 
treasurer of the Killington Section. We 
felt this was an accomplishment worth 
celebrating, so through a cooperative 
effort of many we organized the day in 
his honor. We thank Craigue Perkins for 
the use of Tall Timbers, the site of 
many GMC functions over the years, and 
we were especially grateful to have the 
lodge available when it began to pour ! 

Our guest of honor brought out 
quite a crowd, including many people I 
had never met, but had heard much about 
since joining the club. 

It really was a Fun Day. Until the 
rain started there was a volleyball game 
going, and food cooking on the grill, 
and inside lots of good food donated by 
everyone . 
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Rob Carey presented Churchill with 
a certificate recognizing his service to 
the club, and a scrapbook we had put to- 
gether with photos of Killington Section 
members past and present. Everyone had 
fun looking through it and reminiscing 
about hikes and hikers , and the day was 
a successful tribute to a man who has 
contributed much to our section. Thank 
you, Churchill!! 

NICKWACKETT CAVE TRIP 

by Sue Carey 
August 2, 1986 

We had a hard time deciding on which 
cave to explore. We wanted to go to the 
Dorset Bat Cave, but the Nature Conserv- 
ancy frowns on visitors there. Besides, 



we don't know where it is. 

A few days before the event we deci- 
ded on Nickwackett Cave. We thought 
that it would be drier because it is high 
on a mountain and with this wet summer, 
we didn't want to risk going to a cave 
that might be flooded. 

The last time that the section visit- 
ed this cave, there was ice blocking one 
of the three entrances. We didn't have 
that problem on this trip. 

Several people were introduced to 
caving on this trip. Some found that 
they liked it while others didn't. In 
order to enjoy caving you have to like 
crawling in small dark places and you 
can't worry about getting your clothing 
dirty. 

Mara didn't want to crawl around in 


the cave so we waited outside. Maybe 
she'll like it better next year. 


MYSTERY HIKE 

by Bernie Donahue 
August 10, 1986 

Success in planning a mystery hike 
can, at times, in itself, be a mystery. 
Deciding just where to go, how far to go 
to suit a variety of hikers is a chall- 
enge. Perhaps, in retrospect, the 25 
respondents to the August 10th mystery 
hike liked the weather forecast for that 
Sunday and thus formulated plans to come 
out. True, some potential hikers were 
vacationing in the area. Two couples 
from India, along with their small 
children (one per couple) and a couple 
from New York happened to fill that cate- 
gory. A girl from France and a New 
Yorker, who is a part time Vermont resi- 
dent, also came along. 

White Rocks in Wallingford became 
the playground of the hikers. Climbing 
the huge, ancient rocks after a brief 
visit to the ice beds was the effort of 
some of the group. Others, content to 
visit with one another around the ice 
beds, completed this phase of the hike. 
Once together at the foot of the rocks, 
the entire group departed for the picnic 
area where lunching took place. Then, 
with the exception of a few who had to 
head back to Rutland earlier, the group 
ascended the knoll overlooking White 
Rocks for a a final look. The conclu- 
sion of the hike on this beautiful day 
left a feeling of satisfaction that this 
indeed had been a pleasant experience. 

CHICKEN BARBECUE 

by Ira Hawley 
August 16, 1986 

Although dark clouds threatened all 
morning, no rain had fallen by noon, and 
20 faithful hikers gathered at the park 
at 1:00 A.M. Our destination was 
Gifford Woods State Park. Even though 
this area is close to Rutland, many of 
the hikers were not acquainted with the 
facilities there. 

We took a short hike along a nature 
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trail in the park which is known as one 
of the few remaining virgin hard wood 
forests in Vermont We then joined the 
Appalachian Trail which took us along 
the shores of Kent Pond to Mountain 
Meadows Ski Area. After enjoying a good 
look at the major part of Kent Pond we 
returned to the park via the same route. 

Everyone helped assemble the makings 
of a chicken barbecue. A fire soon was 
burning briskly and no one had to wait 
long to indulge in all the goodies. 

An hour of good fellowship ended 
with the usual "good-byes" and everyone 
agreed it was a pleasant afternoon. 

Thanks, Bernie, for introducing us 
to your Bar B Q sauce. 


INTERSECTIONAL 

by Sue Carey 
August 23-31, 1986 

The Intersectional turned out to be 
a real success. There were 22 different 
Killington Section members attending 
various events. 

Linda Krasner gave an interesting 
slide show and star watch on Monday. 
Howard Rogers led a hike into Boiling 
Springs on Thursday. They didn't find 
the spring during the hike, but several 
people returned the next day and found 
it . 

On Saturday Jean Davies led a 15- 
mile canoe trip on Otter Creek. Dinner 
that evening was a lamb roast prepared 
by Rob and me . 

In all there were around 100 people 
in attendance. With profits from the 
suppers, auction and registration, the 
Intersectional yielded the Club over 
$360.00. 


THE ONE DAY WEEKEND 

by Carol Chapman 
September 6, 1986 

Sue Thomas, who made the advance 
arrangements for the weekend at Merck 
Forest, unfortunately was laid up with 
a flu bug, the only bonus being that she 
didn't have to write this report. 

Originally at least five people 


planned to stay at Beebe Pond Shelter for 
the weekend. However, when we arrived at 
Merck Forest we realized that Carol Hig- 
nite was the only one who had come pre- 
pared to stay and she decided it wouldn't 
be much fun alone. 

The hikers divided into two groups, 
one consisting of the Carey family, their 
friends the Barbieris, the Hugheses, and 
Bernie; the other group the Krasners, 

Carol Hignite and myself. Our group set 
out for Mt. Antone and we thought the 
others were headed for Beebe Pond. We 
missed the first trail leading to the 
mountain and by the time we stopped at 
Clark's Clearing for lunch, I had run out 
of steam and decided to rejoin the others. 
Map in hand, I set out for Beebe Pond. 

It was peaceful and quiet with only a 
woodchuck to greet me on the trail. Beebe 
Pond is a tiny pond with open faced 
shelters and tent platforms surrounding 
it. But there was no sign of Group # 1. 

After a brief rest I set out for the 
lh hour walk (I'm slow) back to the park- 
ing lot hoping I'd arrive before both 
groups left, each believing I was with the 
other. It was a pleasant hike with brief 
stops by Birch Pond and along the road to 
pick some pearly everlastings. I arrived 
back at the parking lot just in time to 
see John Hughes' red car heading down the 
road. With some yoohooing and waving, I 
was relieved to see his brake lights go 
on and to hitch a ride home. 

Instead of going to Beebe Pond their 
group had hiked to the viewpoint below 
the summit of Spruce Peak and come down 
Gallup Road where they inspected the Barn 
Lean-tos and then stopped for a visit at 
the museum. 

The mountain climbers got back to the 
parking lot shortly after we had left. 

The enjoyed the spectacular view from 
the top of Mt. Antone and also saw four 
deer in the woods. 

We all enjoyed our day, but how about 
a two day weekend next time? 

(Late note: Just learned that Mark 

Luttrell came in late Saturday morning 
and spent the night alone at Beebe Pond 
Shelter. Sorry we missed seeing you, 

Mark . ) 


A FEW WORDS OF THANKS 


A NEW FEATURE 


I'd like to take a few words to 
thank, first, everyone who helped with 
our tribute to Churchill Scott. From 
good food to old photographs, many con- 
tributed to make the day successful. 
Special thanks go to Craigue Perkins for 
the use of Tall Timbers. 

Secondly, the section owes a big 
thank you to Rob & Sue Carey for their 
work at the Intersectional, both as hosts 
and especially for all their efforts to 
provide us with a lamb roast . While the 
rest of us were off canoeing or hiking, 
they spent the day working, cooking up a 
lamb dinner with corn on the cob, salads 
and cakes. It was quite an accomplish- 
ment, delicious, and very much appre- 
ciated . 

Next, thanks are in order to Ira 
Hawley for the chicken roast he prepared 
for the Killington Section free of cost. 
Though I was not able to attend, I under- 
stand it was a very enjoyable day for 
everyone but the chickens. Thank you Ira 
& family. 

THANK YOU FROM CHURCHILL 

I want to thank everyone in the 
Killington Section for the wonderful gift 
of a photo album I received recently. 

All of these pictures will bring 
back many pleasant memories of all the 
hikes I have had with our section. 

Both Virginia and I will cherish 
this gift for many years to come and 
once again I want to thank all of you. 

— W. Churchill Scott 


NEWS FROM RACHAEL 

Rachael Charland writes that she has 
46 miles to go to complete her End-to- 
End, including French Camp to Smuggler's 
Notch. We had hoped to see her at the 
Intersectional, but she didn't make it. 

We wish you sunny days to complete your 
hike of the Long Trail, Rae. 


You probably noticed in the last 
issue that we are now including photo- 
graphs in Smoke & Blazes . Sue Thomas 
uses a procedure by which they can be 
printed at no extra cost. If you'd 
like to submit a photograph, choose a 
color or black & white print with lots 
of contrast. Send or give them to Sue 
or the editor. 


CHANGE IN PLANS 

The edible wild foods course (see 
the last issue of Smoke & Blazes for 
details) that was scheduled for Septem- 
ber now has a definite date of October 
4. Please call Sue at 773-2185 for 
reservations . 


SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Carol Chapman: Editor 

Jake Sherman: Assistant Editor 

& Typist 

Sue Thomas: Illustrations 

Roma Pulling, Ray Catozzi & 

Churchill Scott: Distribution 

PROGRESS (AT LAST) ON THE APPY 
by Jake Sherman 

My goal of doing the AT in Vt. and 
N.H. came a wee bit closer to reality 
this September with the completion of 
two segments of the trail east of Vt. 12. 

On Sat., Sept. 13, I had perfect 
weather for the 7.7-mile trek from the 
Pomfret road to West Hartford. About 
this hike I'll remember encountering for 
the first time ever a deer on the trail 
(it bounded noiselessly into the woods 
at my approach) . Also memorable: a 

Civil War era cemetery on a country lane; 
a grand panorama that included Pico, 
Killington and Dorset Peaks, and, after 
3% hrs. of walking, stretching out on the 
sun-warmed rocks along the White River 
for some impromptu sun-bathing. 

A week earlier, on Sat., Sept. 6, I 
covered the 6.8 miles between the Etna- 
Hanover Road and downtown Hanover. 

cont. p. 8 APPALACHIAN 
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BUSHWHACKING MYSTERY HIKE 

by Mark Luttrell 
June 14, 1986 

The day broke beautifully as five 
anxious explorers set out to conquer 
Blue Ridge Mountain via the previously 
uncharted western route. With maps and 
compasses in hand we began our journey 
from the end of a dirt road off Meadow 
Lake Drive. We took a bearing from the 
map and off we went into the woods. 

There appeared to be an old logging 
road which was heading in the correct 
direction. We followed this for a while, 
until the nettles became too unbearable 
for those of us in shorts. We kept 
going up, checking our bearings as we 
went. Everyone had different ideas on 
direction, but we compromised and con- 
tinued on. It was a strange feeling not 
hiking on a trail but instead picking 
our own trail as we went . I believe all 


hikers enjoyed this change. 

We reached the ridge approximately 
30 yards from the summit. Not too 
shabby! We enjoyed lunch along with all 
the bugs who had followed us up. After 
a short break Herb led a few of us to a 
nice rock outcrop with a beautiful view 
of Rutland and the surrounding valley. 

After this we took the trail down 
the east side of the mountain, stopping 
for about 20 minutes at the waterfall. 

The cool air from the water spray felt 
great. We descended to the car and 
returned to Rutland. A beautiful day 
for a different type of hiking adventure. 


APPALACHIAN (cont.) 

Ahead lie hikes to Norwich, to Lyme 
Center, over Mt . Moosilauke, along the 
Franconia Ridge, and finally through the 
Carter-Moriah and Mahoosuc Ranges. Anyone 
interested? Please contact me. (775-2784) 


ADDITIONAL PAID MEMBERS OF KILLINGTON SECTION 


Barber, David & Audrey 
Bequart, Frank 
Cahee, Hedrick R. 

Caroli, Jack 
Davies, Jean 
Donahue, Bernie 
Duke, Janet & Raymond 
Fenton, Gail 
Fleetham, Robert & Mary 
Frink, Helen E. 

Griffin, James E. 

Krasner, Linda & Dave 
Manney, Marie 
Massey, James 
Maxim, Karen 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Perkins, Bob & Thelma 
Perkins, Vera 
Ruvera, Sandra 
Spies, Rus & Barb 
Wardwell, Art & Evelyn 
Youngstrom, Mark & Connie 
Martin, John & Janet 
Lao Vang 
Lemire, James 
White, Doris 
Perkins, Craigtie 
Ferguson, Rachael 


P.0. Box 1097 

44 Bertwell Road 

179 Union Street 

RR 1, Box 527A 

Camp Betsey Cox 

50 Edgerton Street 

Post Road Extension 

21 Doran Road 

P.0. Box 95 

10 Elm Street 

81 Lincoln Avenue 

Star Route 

205 Lincoln Avenue 

P.0. Box 189 

86 Cranbury Road 

62 Ormsbee 

4812 Leb Road 

242 South Main Street 

258 Dorr Drive 

RFD 

Star Rte., Box 160 
RFD 

7 Curtis Avenue 
7 Curtis Avenue 

39 West Street 
Eastridge Acres, Rutland 
Star Route, 34, Box 2162 
7 Church Street, Apt. 302 


Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
Lexington, MA 02173 
Springfield, VT 05136 
Wallingford, VT 05773 
Pittsford, VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Brookline, MA 02146 
Rochester, VT 05767 
Randolph, VT 05060 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Princeton Junction, N.J. 08550 
Proctor, VT 05765 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Shrewsbury, VT 05738 
Chittenden, VT 05737 
Shrewsbury, VT 05738 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Lebanon, NH 03766 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Laconia, NH 03246 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Fall 1586 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 468-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RR 3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448; 
or Wally Rogers, Treasurer, 47 Terrill Street, Rutland, 773-9208. 



Oct . 3-5 
(Fri.-Sun. ) 

12:00 

P.M. 

Oct . 4 
(Sat.) 

9:30 

A.M. 

Oct. 5 
(Sun. ) 

1:00 

P.M. 

Oct. 11 
(Sat.) 

1:00 

P.M. 

Oct. 12 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

Oct. 18-19 
(Sat .-Sun. ) 

6:00 

P.M. 

Oct. 26 

9:30 

A.M. 

Nov. 1 
(Sat.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

Nov . 9 
(Sun . ) 

9:30 

A.M. 

Nov. 15-16 
(Sat. -Sun.) 

8:30 

A.M. 

Nov. 22 
(Sat . ) 

5:00 

P.M. 

Dec . 2 
(Tues . ) 

7:00 

P.M. 

Dec . 6 
(Sat.) 

8:30 

A.M. 

Dec. 13 
(Sat.) 

6:00 

P.M. 

Dec. 21 
(Sun. ) 

7:00 

P.M. 


CAMEL'S HUMP VIA LT. 
difficult . 


Reservations only. 
Steve Pulling 


20 miles, 
773-6997 


EDIBLE WILD FOODS COURSE, taught by Jean Davies 
Reservations only, fee charged. 

Sue Thomas 


NEW MEMBERS HIKE, Bald Mountain, Mendon. 
new members meet the Killington Section, 
moderate. Rob & Sue Carey 

ROUND HILL, Rutland. 2 mi., moderate 

Steve & Roma Pulling 


773-2185 

Come help 
4 mi. , 

446-2830 


773-6997 


MT. ASCUTNEY VIA THE BROWNSVILLE TRAIL. Spectacular 
views and a quarry along the way. 6% mi., difficult. 

Norm Cyrs (885-3289) or Sue Thomas 773-2185 

SHREWS MOUTH FULL-MOON HIKE (If you want to know what 
it means, come along!). Come for the evening (about 
3% mi. round trip) or spend the night at NewFound 
Shelter and climb Shrewsbury Peak on Saturday. 

Moderate. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

BALD MOUNTAIN, Townshend State Forest. Views of Town- 
shend Reservoir, Stratton Mtn. & southwestern N.H. 


3 mi. , difficult . 
MYSTERY HIKE. 3 mi., 


Ira Hawley 

moderate . 

Churchill Scott 


MT. M00SALAM00, Ripton. 


Nice views, 4 mi. 
Bernie Donahue 


775-4149 


775-1494 

moderate . 
773-7462 


FREEDOM TRAIL IN BOSTON. Follow the famous cobblestone 
path past the historical sights of Boston. Reserva- 
tions only. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

COVERED DISH SUPPER. Our annual hunting season feast 
at Tamarack Notch. Bring a dish to share and utensils. 
Slide show. Herb Ogden 775-1350 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. Anyone wishing to lead a 
hike is welcome. 34% Kendall Ave. 

Carol Chapman 

AROUND HERRICK MT., Ira, 8 mi., moderate. 

Herb Ogden 

MOONLIGHT HIKE to Tucker-Johnson Shelter. 

Sue Thomas 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING. Celebrate the first day of winter. 
Refreshments afterward. Carol Chapman 775-3545 

PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR AND 
BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE 
WHEN APPROPRIATE. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR LEADER. 


775-3545 

775-1350 
2 mi . , easy . 
773-2185 
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WHEELERVILLE 

by Ira Hawley 
September 14, 1986 

What a beautiful day for a hike! 

These afternoon hikes seem to be popular 
to a number of people. Various ages of 
GMC members and non-members enjoy these 
outings. This one attracted 33 to get 
out and stretch their legs. 

We left Route 4 in Mendon on the 
Wheelerville Road and drove four miles 
past Brewers Corners. 

At the entrance to a logging road, 
we left our cars and started along this 
road on a gradual incline. There was a 
limited view of Mendon Peak just ahead 
and a little later a view of Killington 
Peak. Just beyond a log yard was a 
beech tree with imprints of claws where 
a bear had climbed up to harvest the 
beechnuts (probably a couple of years 
previously) . 

At the top of a steady climb we came 
upon a level area where another log yard 
had been. Here Steve and A1 Pulling 
built a small fire to boil water for 
coffee and hot chocolate. Hot dogs and 
rolls appeared to make a welcome snack 
after the climb. Fresh cut logs gave us 
a good place to rest. 

Early foliage coloring was apparent 
all around. On the way back down we 
had limited views of Blue Ridge Mountain 
and Pico Peak. 

This was a satisfying way to spend a 
late summer afternoon. 

LILY POND 

by Linda Krasner 
September 21, 1986 

The hike to Lily Pond in the Bomoseen 
area could easily have been renamed the 
Red Eft Trail. The eleven hikers who 


showed up on this overcast day had to 
dodge dozens of red efts of all sizes 
that were also traveling along the same 
route. As soon as we had lunch at Lily 
Pond the sun came out in full force to 
show off the red maples that had already 
turned color. 

Ira knew the way from Lily Pond to 
the Float Bridge on Lake Bomoseen so he 
led the way. Since Ira had been on this 
trail in June, a family of beavers had 
dammed up a large pond which inundated a 
portion of the trail, making it a little 
more challenging. Ira's pedometer 
measured 12,300 steps for the trip, but 
none of the hikers could say exactly how 
that converted into miles. The trip 
ended at Glen Lake where we watched a 
scuba diving class prepare for a dive. 

DID YOU EVER DRINK A PINE TREE? 

by Sue Thomas 
October 4, 1986 

How about a birch? Well, that's 
what we did at Jean Davies' Edible Wild 
Foods workshop on Oct. 4. Jean met us 
at Camp Betsy Cox, and after passing out 
magnifiers and containers for collecting 
goodies, we set off to see what we could 
find. And we found plenty, right in the 
vicinity of the lodge — as Jean pointed 
out, there are always interesting things 
to see, you just have to know how to 
look. 

We collected Jerusalem artichokes 
(a common weed with an edible root) , 
coltsfoot (used by the Indians to make 
cough syrup) , mustard seeds in long 
thin pods, clippings from spruce, white 
pine, and birch trees, tasted the stalks 
of day lilies, and found the treasure of 
the day, several beautiful shaggy mane 
mushrooms. With our magnifiers we 
examined grasses, tiny flowers, bug 
galls, and the pollen sacs on a very 
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sluggish bumble bee. 

Next it was back to the lodge to 
sort out our harvest and learn how to 
turn our piles of twigs and leaves into 
meals. We were joined there by some 
college students who were spending the 
weekend at the camp, several of whom are 
visiting from foreign countries. They 
watched with interest as we sauteed the 
Jerusalem artichokes with the mushrooms 
over the fire, made cough lozenges from 
the coltsfoot leaves, and laboriously 
emptied the tiny mustard seeds from the 
pods, and ground them with a mortar & 
pestle to make surprisingly spicy mus- 
tard . 

Their interest turned to disbelief, 
however, when we cut up the spruce, pine, 
and birch twigs and made tea. One of 
them, from Germany, was sure he was 
misunderstanding when we told him the 
tea was made from a tree, and asked re- 
peatedly before he was finally convinced! 

Thank you to Jean for sharing her 
wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm. I'm 
hoping to organize another session in 
the spring if enough people are inter- 
ested — please let me know. 


NEW MEMBERS HIKE, BALD MOUNTAIN 

by Sue Carey 
October 5, 1986 

The New Members ' Hike was well 
attended. Not only did eight non-members 
attend, but many regular Killington 
Section people came along as well. 

We were rather surprised at the num- 
ber of participants. The weather was 
cool and cloudy. Rain threatened and 
this sometimes stops people from hiking. 
Also, this was the the third Killington 
Section event planned for this weekend. 

We parked the cars outside of Tama- 
rack Notch Camp and started walking the 
long way up the Bald Mountain Trail. 

There were many good views from the 
trail. At one viewpoint you could see 
Rutland City. At another you saw Brown's 
Bridge in Shrewsbury. The return segment 
was still slick, but almost everyone 
stayed on their own two feet. 

We feel that the New Members' Hike 
was a success. Several of the new people 


have returned on other hikes. Also, with 
enough hike leaders we seem to be able to 
have two well attended hikes on one 
weekend . 


LLAMA ON THE MOUNTAIN: UP MT. ASCUTNEY 

by Sue Thomas 
October 12, 1986 


I enjoyed having Norm Cyr guide us up 
Mt. Ascutney so much last year, that I 
asked him to take us up again this fall 
via the Brownsville Trail. Norm knows 
the mountain from all angles, having 
climbed it every month for several years. 

Five of us met him at the trail head, 
along with seven more for a total of 
twelve, and off we went. Or more accur- 
ately, up we went — the Brownsville 
Trail sure starts out with a bang! Norm 
took pity on us at the top of that first 
pitch though, and while we caught our 
breath he handed out leaflets with inter- 
esting information about the trail, which 
passes by an old granite quarry. By 
climbing the pile of waste rock on the 
edge, you find a nice view of the farm 
land below, and the huge derrick booms 
used in the quarrying are still there. 
According to the leaflet, the quarry was 
also the site of a moonshine operation! 

As we neared the site of the old 
stone hut, I began to hear the sound of 
bells in the distance. As it got closer 
I began to wonder if I'd been out in the 
woods too long, but just as we reached 
the clearing a llama appeared! I believe 
this was a Killington Section first! 



After lunch at the clearing we hiked 
on to the summit and climbed the tower 
for a view of the Connecticut River to 
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the east and Killington Peak to the west, 
then went out to the overlook above the 
ski area, and made one last stop at an 
overlook on the Windsor Trail before re- 
turning. All in all, it was a very nice 
hike, and it was great to have Norm lead 
us with his knowledge about the mountain. 

MOON OVER SHREWSMOUTH 

by Sue Thomas 
October 18-19, 1986 

Silly me, I promised Herb that if 
he'd help us find the Black Swamp Trail 
for an overnight expedition on Shrews- 
bury Peak, I'd write the hike report. 

I enjoyed the trip so much though, that 
I guess it was worth even the pain of 
writing a report! We had a good turn- 
out of 20 including several new faces, 
and set off at dusk for Shrewsbury, 
arriving just in time for a spectacular 
sunset, a nice way to begin our hike. 

It's been a real challenge this year to 
find a break in the clouds, so I was 
very pleased to have such a beautiful 
clear night and a full moon bright 
enough to light our way. 

After a short but steady climb we 
arrived at Newfound Shelter, which sits 
on the side of the mountain with a 
beautiful view. That night the full 
moon lit the valley and mountains making 
it a wonderful place to be. Which brings 
me to my explanation of the name 
"Shrewsmouth" for all those who weren't 
quite curious enough to climb the moun- 
tain to hear it. Earlier in the year 
Herb led us up Shrewsbury Peak from the 
other side, and we met a man at the 
shelter who told us that there had been 
plans to build condominiums up there. 

Since the location is between Plymouth 
and Shrewsbury, they had planned to 
call the development "Plymsbury . " While 
everyone else said "ugh!" and other 
appropriate things about the name, what 
occurred to me was that it was sure a 
lot better than their other alternative, 
"Shrewsmouth" ! 

Meanwhile, back at the moonlight 
hike, we got a good fire going, had 
cocoa and goodies, and admired the view, 
till the non-overnighters had to head 
home, and the three of us remaining 
settled down for a rather chilly night's 


sleep. (This only after we convinced 
Linda that she could not take the campfire 
to bed with her!) 

The only excitement during the night 
was a sound which we interpreted to be 
someone furry being eaten by someone 
biggger — fortunately no one bigger than 
we was hungry that night . 

We awoke early to watch the sunrise 
below us, an unbeatable start to the day. 

I was reluctant to leave, but we packed 
up and climbed on to the summit, where we 
sat in the sun and admired the view for 
as long as we could, before returning to 
our cars. 

MYSTERY HIKE 

by Churchill Scott 
November 1 , 1986 

We had a very good turnout for this 
hike which was a mystery to the leader 
until the last minute. It depended on 
weather and snow underfoot, if any. 

Tinker Brook Shelter won out over Blueberry 
Ledges which is in the same area. 

The cars were parked on Route 100. 

Then we walked about one mile uphill all 
the way to the shelter while avoiding an 
endless stream of cars going to visit the 
moose . 

Everyone pitched in to have a perfect 
fire for hot drinks and to roast Jim 
Griffin's hot dogs. It was good to see 
him again. 

,( 

After returning to the cars so early 
we said, "Let's go see the moose." So 
most of us took the old C.C.C. road by 
the burned out picnic pavilion at the 
trail head to Shrewsbury Peak. What a 
carnival atmosphere we found at the 
Carrera farm! People, cars, noise, 
banners, T-shirts, petitions to sign 
about Parker's Gore. But the moose was 
the best sight. It was the first one 
ever seen by the leader. Let's keep up 
the good attendance. 

WORK WITH THE GMC 

The main club is now accepting applic- 
ations for shelter Caretakers, Ranger- 
Naturalists, and Long Trail Patrol (trail 
crew) for 1987. Many volunteer positions 
are also available. For further informa- 

(see page 4 GMC) 
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FREEDOM TRAIL — BOSTON 

by Rob Carey 
November 15-16, 1986 

Plans for this trip were greatly 
helped by Linda Pellerin. Just as we 
were running out of ideas for places to 
stay, she said her brother, Steve Lenrmo, 
knew of a reasonably-priced motel in 
Framingham, a short distance from his 
house and the trolley line to Boston. 

Also he and his wife, April, would join 
us on Saturday for the Freedom Trail. 

In all there were 10 people on this trip. 

Riding the subway was a new exper- 
ience for many of us and it was helpful 
to have as guides Steve and April, who 
knew their way around. The wind in 
Boston Common was chilly so we ate lunch 
inside before starting out on the Freedom 
Trail. Most of the buildings are owned 
by various organizations and therefore 
have different hours and fees. 

We spent some time looking at the 
stones in the Granary Burying Ground 
where John Hancock and others are 
buried. Many of the historical build- 
ings such as King's Chapel, Old South 
Meeting House and the Old State House 
are dwarfed by their surroundings. The 
last attraction we toured on Saturday 
was the Old North Church where the lan- 
terns were hung to signal Paul Revere. 

On Sunday we got up bright and early 
to visit the New England Aquarium. There 
are about 70 small to medium-sized tanks 
around the sides of the main building. 

On the lowest level they have a penguin 
colony. In the center of the building 
is the giant ocean tank which is 40 feet 
wide and 23 feet deep. The many types 
of fish and other animals including 
sharks do not eat each other because 
they are fed five times a day. We also 
enjoyed the show by the trained sea lion 
and dolphins. After lunch on the water- 
front we decided to save the Boston Tea 
Party ship for another time and began 
the trip home. 

GMC (cont.) 

and application forms, contact: GMC, P.0. 
Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05602 Phone: 
802-223-3463. Application deadline for 
paid positions is April 3, 1987. There 
is no deadline for volunteers. 


TAMARACK NOTCH COVERED DISH SUPPER 

by Herb Ogden 
November 22, 1986 

There were three or four inches of 
snow at Tamarack Notch Camp in Mendon on 
the evening of our annual feast, and it 
was fairly cold out, so we decided to 
gather in the relatively cozy Rotary 
Cabin rather than in the Main Lodge, 
where we might well have spent the whole 
evening heating the great outdoors via 
the big fireplace, rather than heating 
ourselves. The cabin's cookstove 
responded well to Rob and Sue Carey's 
efforts, and soon we were all comfort- 
able and ready to sample an amazing array 
of appetizing dishes. 

One member did cause momentary ex- 
citement by resting a styrofoam cup of 
cocoa on the stove, with consequences 
that we heard, saw, and smelled. After 
the rest of us had disposed of cocoa and 
cups in more orthodox ways, Linda Krasner 
treated us to slides of wildlife and 
some other life on Trinidad and Tobago. 
Soon it was time to leave the Caribbean 
for the cold and starry night at 
Tamarack Notch, and twenty-odd Killing- 
ton Section members and guests headed 
down the Notch Road to Rutland with a 
fine outing behind us. 


EIGHT EQUALS TEN, OR AROUND HERRICK 
MOUNTAIN 

by Herb Ogden 
December 6, 1986 

This hike almost didn't happen. The 
week before it was to be, your hike 
leader was told that his law firm needed 
him to go to Nevada. Even by flying all 
night, I wouldn't have been anywhere 
near Ira by the morning of the 6th. 
Fortunately (or maybe not, it may depend 
on whose feet you ask) , a deposition was 
cancelled at the last moment, and the 
hike came off as scheduled. 

Nine of us left Main Street Park on 
a crisp, beautiful morning. We picked 
up one more hiker at the Ira Town Hall. 
Another, who had looked in the other 
part of Main Street Park next to the 
Chamber of Commerce and found nobody. 
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caught up with us near the start of the 
hike at an intersection about 1.3 miles 
northwest of Ira. (Note: our press re- 

leases should specify where in Main 
Street Park we meet.) 

After walking about 3/4 mile up an 
abandoned road from Ira to Middletown 
Springs and negotiating a somewhat 
tricky crossing of a tributary of Ira 
Brook, we headed west up a woods road, 
then bushwhacked from its end to a gap 
in the ridge that extends south from 
Herrick Mountain. The bushwhack through 
open woods led us under some cliffs with 
fine icicle formations. From the gap 
above the cliffs, elevation about 2290', 
we followed a snowmobile trail north 
through a rocky gulch to an unnamed 
2565' summit, the second highest peak 
in Ira. Views were fine: west to the 
Adirondacks, east to Pico, Killington, 
and Mendon from an unusual angle, and 
north to Bird Mt.'s great cliff, Herrick, 
Grandpa's Knob, and Ray Catozzi in a 
yellow birch tree (also at an unusual 
angle, taking photos of Rutland). 

Back at the gap, your hike leader 
offered a choice between a leisurely 
lunch with hot drinks from the veteran 
coffeepot and a return via pretty much 
the same route we came up, or a fast 
lunch with no fire but a chance to com- 
plete the advertised route all the way 
around Herrick Mountain. The consensus 
was to "go for it," so we bushwhacked 
down the west side of the gap to a 
woodroad that eventually connected with 
the old public road from Poultney to 
North Ira. At the junction of Birdseye 
Road up from Castleton, we looked for 
the remains of a school shown on the 
1869 atlas but found nothing. With only 
a few hunting camps in the area now, it 
was hard to imagine enough families in 
that high, remote area to support even a 
little one-room school. 

Crossing back from Poultney into Ira, 
we passed two cellarholes. The last was 
in a clearing with an impressive closeup 
view of the Bird cliffs from the south. 

At the next junction, where a left turn 
would have led us down the Ira-Birdseye 
Road to Route 4, we turned right and 
headed southeast over a 1740' pass. 

Sheets of ice in places on the old high- 


way made for slow going, and some of us 
likened this last steep climb to Heart- 
break Hill. Also not calculated to cheer 
us was the prediction of an Ira camp 
owner that we wouldn't reach our goal 
by dark. Nevertheless, we successfully 
picked our way down the old highway to 
the Clark Hill Road in West Rutland and 
then headed south through a pretty little 
notch on that road, reaching Steve Pull- 
ing's truck with some daylight to spare. 
We all piled in for the ride about one 
mile southwest to our starting place, 
glad to rest our tired legs. 

Counting the spur trail to the 2565' 
summit, we had covered some 10.3 miles 
in three towns. In the aftermath, your 
hike leader promises to do his oldmath 
more carefully when figuring distances. 
The spur trail to the view can't have 
accounted for all those extra 2.3 miles, 
even if the view was worth that distance 
and more . 



SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 
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Sue Thomas: Illustrations 

Roma Pulling, Ray Catozzi & 

Churchill Scott: Distribution 
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ROUND HILL 

by Stephen Pulling 
October 11, 1986 

Any hike that has a fabulous view 
at the destination is a worthwhile outing 
in my book. If that is the case, my 
Round Hill/East Mountain hike was a 
great outing. The participants on this 
hike saw a view that very few people in 
the club have seen before. 

A view of Rutland from the east- 
southeast with Florence, West Rutland, 
and Tinmouth in the background was a 
little different than your traditional 
East Mountain hike. I found this rock 
outcrop by accident one dav when I was 
scouting out another club nixe which I 
have yet to find. If anyone knows where 
Elephant Rock is on the west side of 
East Mountain, please show me. 

October 11th was a perfect fall day 
for a short afternoon hike. I led a 
large group of people up an old log road 
off the Stratton Road that was very easy 
walking for about a mile. Then we had 
a short but very difficult bushwhack up 
to the ledge where we found the view. 
Unfortunately, a few people didn't 
attempt the bushwhack and missed the 
breathtaking panorama of the Rutland 
valley . 

After we got back to the cars your 
fearless leader was embarrassed to find 
out he wasn't on Round Hill after all 
which was published, but on East Moun- 
tain. But fun was had by all, which was 
my intention from the beginning. 

CANOE TRIP 

by Stephen Pulling 
September 27, 1986 

This year's Killington Section's 
annual canoe trip was probably the 
longest in distance that we have ever 
had before. The trip leader was trying 
to do something a little different from 
years past and came to find out that 
this trip was "different.'' I use the 
word "different" because this publica- 
tion is read by young and old alike. 

Some of the trip participants would 
probably describe it with other words. 


A guidebook acquired by the trip 
leader described their 20-mile expedition 
on the Connecticut River from Orford, 

New Hampshire, to the Wilder Dam as 
having Class 1 and Class II rapids. 

From experience I know that a 20-mile 
canoe trip with Class I and II rapids is 
easy, but there was only one problem. 

We encountered no rapids at all, only 
flat waters. This section of the Conn- 
ecticut River was like canoeing across a 
twenty mile lake ! 

So, as you can imagine, the canoe 
trip was not easy. I had twelve very 
tired people at the end of the day. We 
had started canoeing at 10:30 A.M. and 
didn't pull out of the water until 6:30 
P.M.: a long day. Next year's trip will 
be shorter; at least easier on the arms. 



D IRECTORS TO MEET MARCH 5 

Directors of the Killington Section 
will meet March 3, 1987, at the offices 
of the Rutland Shopper, 135 No. Main St., 
Rutland. Time is set for 7:00 P.M. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MARCH 3 

Outings for spring will be discussed 
at a meeting of the Outings Committee, 
Tuesday, March 3, at 7:00 P.M. at the 
home of Sue Thomas, 35 Burnham Ave., 
Rutland . 

DON'T FORGET KS ANNUAL MEETING 
SAT., APRIL 4. LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED. 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1987 Schedule 


All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres., RR 3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448: 
or Wally Rogers, Treasurer, 47 Terrill Street, Rutland, 773-9208. 


DATE HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


Jan. 

3 

9:00 

A.M. 

(Sat . 

■ ) 



Jan. 

10 

10:00 

A.M. 

(Sat. 

) 



Jan. 

17-18 

9:00 

A.M. 

(Sat . 

. -Sun.) 



Jan. 

24 

9:00 

A.M. 

(Sat . 

.) 



Jan. 

31 

9:00 

A.M. 

(Sat . 

.) 



Feb. 

8 

12:30 

P.M. 

(Sun, 

.) 



Feb . 

14 

9:00 

A.M. 

(Sat 

.) 



Feb. 

22 

1:00 

P.M. 

(Sun 

.) 



Mar. 

1 

10:00 

A.M. 

(Sun 

• ) 



Mar. 

7 

1:00 

P.M. 

(Sat 

.) 



Mar. 

15 

10:00 

A.M. 

(Sun 

.) 



Mar. 

22 

2:00 

P.M. 


Mar. 29 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 A.M. 

Apr. 4 
(Sat . ) 

7:00 P.M. 


TEXAS FALLS. Ski, snowshoe or hike. Mileage 
variable, easy. Herb Ogden, 775-1350 

CROOKED SHELTER, Coolidge State Forest, Plymouth. 

3 mi., easy. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

WINTER WEEKEND, Merck Forest, Rupert. Stay for the 
weekend or dayhike. Fee charged. 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

LILY POND, Bomoseen. Ski, snowshoe, or hike to a 
beaver pond. 3 mi . , moderate. 

Linda Krasner 468-3100 

ROLSTON'S REST, Pittsfield, on the Long Trail. 4 mi., 
moderate. Roma & A1 Pulling 773-6997 

ICE SKATING, Rocky Pond, Rutland. Ski, snowshoe or 
hike. 2 mi., easy. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

SUCKER BROOK SHELTER, Ripton. Ski or snowshoe. 

4 mi., moderate. Steve Pulling 773-6997 

BELLEVUE AVE. EXTENSION, Rutland. Ski, hike, or 
snowshoe. 2 mi., easy. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

GLEN DAM, Rutland. Ski, hike, or snowshoe. Mileage 
variable, easy. Churchill Scott 775-1494 

WHITE ROCKS, Wallingford. 2 mi., easy. 

Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

LONG TRAIL, Upper to Lower Cold River Road. 1 1/2 
mi. , easy Bernie Donahue 773-7462 

SUGAR-ON- SNOW. Unitarian Church basement, West. St., 
Rutland. Come enjoy a Vermont springtime tradition. 
Fee charged, program. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

WALLINGFORD POND. 2 mi., easy. 

Linda Krasner 468-3100 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING. Location to be 
announced. May be preceded by Pot Luck Supper. 

Dues item to be on agenda. 

Rob Carey 446-2830 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN APPROPRIATE. 
HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR LEADER. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION DIRECTORS MEETING 

December 11, 1986 
Reported by Rob Carey 

A letter of resignation has been 
submitted by KS Secretary and Director 
Olga Laird. She has been unable to 
attend recent meetings. Rob Carey, 
president, expressed the section's 
appreciation for her excellent work and 
dedication. 

Pico Ski Area has announced a master 
plan for expansion which would involve 
many crossings of the LT between Route 
4 and Pico Camp. Negotiations with the 
National Park Service also revealed that 
Pico wants to retain the option to develop 
the back sides of Ramshead and Snowdon 
Peaks, which they own. Ray Catozzi re- 
ported the Main Club response to date. 

A major relocation west of the present 
trail, crossing Route 4 near the Beaver 
Pond, has been strongly rejected. The 
Directors unanimously supported the 
policy of pushing for a minimal number of 
ski trail crossings, with the need for 
compromise by all parties recognized. 

On a motion by Ray/Bernie Donahue 
the date of April 4, 1987, was approved 
for the Annual Meeting. 

A motion by Sue Carey/Ray to donate 
$10 to the Stacy Anne Shultz Memorial 
Hike was approved. 

A report by Ray regarding recent 
Main Club Directors and Trails & Shelters 
Committee made the following points: 

1) Trail regulations have been 
amended to prohibit llamas and other pack 
animals. 

2) The LT/AT will be relocated to go 
over Stratton Mountain. 

3) There has been some conflict with 
snowmobiles in the Glastonbury area. 

4) There is no truth to rumors that 
the Main Club is unhappy with our Trails 


& Shelters maintenance. 

5) The Deer Leap Trail is badly 
eroded and there are many "bootleg" 
trails. Rob confirmed this from recent 
experience. Sue said that Ky McGrath 

of the Inn at Long Trail has complained. 
He has brought several people down. 

Major work is needed. Maintenance re- 
sponsibility is uncertain. 

6) Cooper Lodge continues to be a 
problem with excessive trash, both in 
the spring and during the hiking season 
due to easy access. Because of the 
exposed location and high eave on the 
front, the Main Club Trails & Shelters 
Committee does not support removal of 
the front. 

Dues Increase - The Main Club assess- 
ment has been raised from $4.50 to $6.00 
for adults. An increase will be proposed 
to the members at the Killington Section 
Annual Meeting. Adult dues of $14-15 
will probably be proposed. 

The date of the next Section Direct- 
ors meeting is Thursday, March 5, 1987 
at the Rutland Shopper offices. 

Ed. Note: We encourage you to send 

letters expressing your opinion and 
feelings about the trail on Pico. Send 
letters to: 

David A. Richie, Project Manager 
Appalachian Trail Project Office 
National Park Service 
Harper's Ferry, WV 25425 
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KILLINGTON SECTION DIRECTORS MEETING 
March 5, 1987 
Reported by Rob Carey 

President Rob Carey called the 
meeting to order at 7:20 P.M. Directors 
Ray Catozzi, Bernie Donahue, Wally Rogers 
and Churchill Scott were present. 

Rob Carey reported on the meeting 
that he and other Section members had 
just attended led by Dave Richie and 
others of the National Park Service re- 
garding Pico. The western route has been 
dropped from further consideration. There 
has been little support for the eastern 
route, so the emphasis now is on retaining 
the present route with minor modification. 
How much ski development will be allowed 
is uncertain. There will be some field 
work done this spring to attempt to re- 
duce impacts below that indicated by 
currently mapped plans. 

Wally Rogers gave a Treasurer's re- 
port similar to that to be presented at 
the annual meeting. He also presented a 
summary of the Kirk Fund and asked for 
clarification on restrictions on use of 
all or part of the money. 

At present there are two Kirk Funds 
which as of Jan. 1, 1987, contain a total 
of more than $10,000. For the past sever- 
al years KS Trails & Shelters expenses 
have been paid from the original Kirk 
Fund . 

A motion was made by Wally and seconded 
by Ray that Trails & Shelters expenses 
can continue to be paid from the Kirk Funds 
so long as there remains a minimum balance 
of $10,000. This was passed unanimously. 
All agreed that this is within the intent 
of the fund and will provide the proper 
guidance to the treasurer. 

Wally asked why members are carried 
until the June issue of Smoke & Blazes if 
dues are payable in January. Rob stated 
that memberships were dropped in March 
when the annual meeting was in January, 
but now an extra issue is sent since the 
meeting is later. 

^Motion Wally/Churchill - Beginning 
in 1987 the membership renewal form will 
be in the Oct. -Dec. issue (No. 4) and the 
Jan. -March issue (No.l) will be the last 
sent to members that have not renewed. 

This was passed unanimously. 


The proposed dues increase was dis- 
cussed. The Main Club Board of Directors 
raised the adult section assessment last 
year from $4.50 to $6.00. This took place 
after the notice of last year's sectional 
annual meeting so the dues currently 
being collected cannot reflect the in- 
crease . 

*Motion Ray/Churchill - Recommend 
to members at annual meeting the follow- 
ing dues: Adult $14; Spouse $11; Indi- 

vidual Junior $2.50; Family Junior $1.00; 
Senior $7.50. This was passed uhanimously. 
This will just cover the increase in the 
main club assessment. 

Rob Carey stated that contributions 
have met $10 of the $20 paid for the new 
pack basket to be used on outings and 
work parties. 

*Motion Ray/Churchill - Pay the re- 
maining $10 from the Kirk Fund. Passed 
unanimously. 

Discussion - Sale of guidebooks and 
other items by the Section as a service 
to members. Wally stated that there are 
books almost 10 years old in stock. 
Unanimous consent was given to cut prices 
way down in hope of moving old inventory 
at the annual meeting and not carry as 
much stock in the future. 

FROZEN IN THE MOONLIGHT 

by Sue Thomas 
December 13, 1986 

In keeping with our tradition of 
planning hikes in inclement weather to 
see who's crazy enough to show up, Dec. 

13 turned out to be the coldest night 
we'd had. And sure enough, there are a 
lot of crazy people out there because we 
had quite a turnout! I think the number 
was 10 to be exact, but I'll bet we were 
each wearing enough extra clothes for at 
least 20 more! In fact, Mara's circum- 
ference wa so increased by extra layers 
that Mom and Dad had quite a job to stuff 
her into a backpack carrier. 

We were fortunate to have a beautiful 
starry night and a full moon, and reached 
Tucker-Johnson Shelter quickly. We built 
a fire and in a short time had a fire 
going and hot drinks and Christmas cookies 
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to warm us up. However, standing still 
in sub-zero weather gets stale after a 
while, so we retreated to the warmth of 
Steve's house for "peppermint patties." 
Thanks to Steve, and especially Bean, for 
your hospitality. 

TRA-LA-LA-LA-LA (CHRISTMAS CAROLING) 

by Carol Chapman 
December 21, 1986 

We already knew we could hike, ski 
and paddle, but who would have guessed 
we'd discover another talent. We can 
sing too! This was revealed on the 
bright, starlit night of the winter 
solstice when more than 20 Killington 
Section members and friends went carol- 
ing around Rutland. 

In order to make an 8 o'clock curfew 
at the nursing homes we left Main St. 

Park shortly after 7, thus missing as- 
piring carolers Ray Catozzi and Herb Og- 
den. Luckily, because they knew part of 
our route, they caught up with us at 
Eden Park and added volume to the male 
chorus. 

Virginia Scott ably led the group as 
we called on friends at Pleasant Manor, 
Eden Park and at home. Most of those 
caroled were Killington Section members, 
some no longer active hikers. Our re- 
ception varied from an offer of money 
(not to send us away, but in the belief 
we were out collecting) to Jim Frink's 
spirited sing-a-long with us. 

After about 10 stops around the city 
we headed up the mountain to Roma's for 
the grand finale. We sat by the crack- 
ling fire, eating Christmas confections, 
visiting and singing a few more Christ- 
mas songs for those who weren't sung out. 

We brought good cheer not only to 
those we'd caroled, but also to our- 
selves. Next year if we go caroling 
again, you'd better join us or we may 
come knocking at your door . 


HERB'S TRIP TO TEXAS FALLS WITHOUT TEXAS 
FALLS OR HERB 

by Sue Thomas 
January 3, 1987 

On January 3 we were scheduled to go 
to Texas Falls to ski, but due to a 
blizzard the night before and Herb's 
selfish refusal to take us all to Port- 
land with him, it was transformed into 
a short excursion to Patch's Pond in 
Rutland. The new snowfall made it very 
beautiful, though it failed to completely 
cover the swamp at the far end of the 
pond. But we were able to find a place 
to cross, and continued for a while 
through open fields until the cold wind 
drove us back to enjoy our lunches in the 
shelter of my apartment. 

CROOKED SHELTER 

by Rob Carey 
January 10, 1987 

The weather forecast called for snow 
starting in the afternoon, but it started 
snowing before I left home for the fire 
station. Eleven hikers, snowshoers, and 
skiers braved the storm. We parked in 
the snowmobilers ' parking lot on Route 
100A just past the summer entrance to 
Coolidge State Forest. There were al- 
ready several inches of new snow on the 
base of earlier storms making excellent 
skiing. 

It's about lh miles to Crooked Shel- 
ter and we reached there a little after 
noon. After spending a few minutes 
clearing snow from the fireplace, it 
didn't take long to get a fire burning 
and the water boiling. Since it was 
still snowing, the shelter made a dry, 
cheery place to eat a leisurely lunch. 

On the return trip the skiers en- 
joyed a nice downhill run. Some even 
went part way back up to do it again 
while waiting for the walkers. 
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MERCK FOREST WEEKEND 
by Sue Carey 
January 17-18, 1987 

Winter weekends at Merck Forest have 
become a Killington Section tradition. 
There were no day hikers on this trip, 
but Carol Chapman, Lee and Linda Peller- 
in, and I decided to spend the night. 

The snow was deep, but because of 
rain the week before it was crusty and 
icy in spots. Because we didn't want to 
carry heavy packs, the three adults 
decided to pull in the gear on sleds. 
Carol and I tied the sleds to our back- 
packs so we could have our hands free 
for skiing. It worked rather well con- 
sidering that the trail was icy, and we 
skied almost to the top of the hill by 
Spruce Shelter. 

Along the way tragedy struck. Lee 
broke a ski tip, dampening any idea he 
had of a weekend of skiing. He was 
ready to turn back there, but his mother 
wouldn't let him. 

When we arrived at the shelter, 
there was a dull 12-inch saw and no cut 
firewood. We took our sleds over to the 
lodge where we had gotten wood every 
other year. At the lodge we were accost- 
ed by two surly caretakers who told us 
that "this wasn't a KOA and we would 
have to cut our own wood." We told them 
we had gotten wood here every other year, 
it was going to be 0° tonight, and we 
had paid $20 for the cabin which we 
thought included the wood. They said 
that we didn't have to pay anything for 
the cabin, that the fee was a donation 
and as the Girl Scouts were able to cut 
their own wood we should be able to do 
it too. Well, they did relent and told 
us that we could take a load, so we 
loaded the three sleds and headed back. 

We were glad that they let us have the 
wood because it is very difficult to cut 
wood with a dull saw and no sawbuck. 

We took it easy during the afternoon 
and only skied to Clark's Clearing Shel- 
ter. The big event for the evening was 
dinner starting with Carol's fish soup 
as an appetizer and Linda's spaghetti 
with homemade sauce as the entree. We 
discovered a new spice to add to the 
spaghetti. As I was draining off the 
spaghetti water, the lid slipped and the 


spaghetti fell on the ground picking up 
spruce needles in the process. It 
really didn't taste too badly. Dessert 
was raspberry and/or strawberry short- 
cake with whipped cream. 

After playing cards for several hours 
we decided to retire. The stove was pro- 
ducing enough heat to keep everyone com- 
fortable. We had to be careful that it 
didn't get too hot. With the sides al- 
ready thin from previous overheatings 
and the damper held in place with a 
stone, the stove could be dangerous. 

After breakfast we stopped at the 
caretakers' cabin to tell them of the 
stove's condition. Then we started on 
tree ID trail, but soon headed home when 
the weather got snowy. 

LILY POND 

by Linda Krasner 
January 24, 1987 

Twelve skiers and one snowshoer 
(Linda Pellerin) braved the cold tempera- 
tures to take advantage of the 1% feet of 
new snow that had fallen the previous 
day. Sue Thomas used the promise of her 
freshly-baked brownies as a reinforcer 
for people who helped in breaking the 
trail. Several skiers risked going 
around the pond despite the slush. A 
few more cautious people remained on the 
wind-swept shore to make sure that no 
one fell through, while Dave Krasner was 
closely trailing Sue on the pond to 
stand ready to save the brownies in case 
she went for a swim. Several persons 
took a different loop trail back, and 
then returned to the Krasners' to warm 
up and swap snacks . 

A MODERATE-TURNED-DIFFICULT HIKE (R0LST0N 
REST) 

by Roma Pulling 
January 31, 1987 

Your leaders learned two things on 
this hike. First, that a hike that 
seemed moderate on snowshoes can be diff- 
icult on skis. Second, that snowmobiles 
haven't been everywhere, even though it 
sometimes seems that way. 

In other words, our trail that was 
heavily traveled and easy to traverse 
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last winter was three feet of light, pow- 
dery snow and a real challenge for six 
people on skis. Two gave up early on. 
Four skiers and the leaders on snowshoes 
continued until forced by time restrict- 
ions to turn around. We were puzzled on 
the way back to meet four skiers headed 
up the mountain at 2:15 P.M. with day 
packs. Did they actually expect to 
reach the shelter and return before dark? 

Even though we did not reach our 
goal, being in the woods on such a day 
was pure pleasure. At the very start of 
our trail we happened on a deer yard, but 
saw no deer. We should all pool our 
efforts to keep large areas of Vermont 
unspoiled for outings like this one. 



NON-ICE SKATING TRIP TO ROCKY POND 
by Sue Thomas 
February 8, 1987 

Due to an excessive amount of white 
stuff that no one was inspired enough to 
shovel off the ice, no one skated on 
Rocky Pond on February 8. We did have a 
nice trip in to the pond though, some 
walking on a well-packed snowmobile trail 
from Evergreen Avenue, and others skiing. 
Once there, in addition to enjoying the 
beauty of the spot, we discussed the fu- 
ture of the ponds, now uncertain with the 
owners considering selling the property. 
Several of us from the Killington Section 
as well as other local groups such as the 
Audubon Society have become involved in 
trying to preserve the area, so we 
brought everyone up to date on the situa- 
tion. 

The trip down to the country club was , 
to say the least, rapid for those of us 
with skis, and an interesting variety of 


methods of applying the brakes was dis- 
played, with varying results. The least 
successful, but probably most entertain- 
ing for the onlookers, was my attempt to 
steer into a snowbank — the result being 
one ski lodged firmly in the bank, the 
other, with foot still attached, trying 
to continue on down the trail. Ouch! 

Finally emerging from the woods, we 
found deeper snow on the golf course and 
paused while the walkers put on their 
snowshoes for the first time that day. 


SUCKER BROOK SHELTER 
by Stephen Pulling 
February 14, 1987 

Cold was the word for the day as it 
was -8°F when I left my house to lead 
this excursion. I didn't figure too 
many people would show up, but I had to 
be present and accounted for. One other 
person showed up at the park, so off to 
Goshen we went. 

We started hiking up the Goshen Dam 
Road for about a half mile when we 
turned right onto a groomed Blueberry 
Hill ski trail. After about a mile or 
so on that trail we had to put on snow- 
shoes and start hiking on old logging 
roads and side trails up to the shelter. 

A washed-out bridge across Sucker 
Brook provided some excitement and a 
challenge as we had to scale down a 
steep bank to the brook, and back up the 
bank — easier said than done. 

After a quick lunch and scam of the 
log book huddled in a corner of the open 
front shelter we headed back to the car. 
A packed down snowshoe trail made the 
return trip much easier and faster. I 
have to admit I was hoping no one would 
show up for this hike because of the 
cold weather, but after Linda and I got 
started up the trail it was tons of fun 
as always . 

SMOKE & BLAZES STAFF 

Carol Chapman: Editor 

Jake Sherman: Assistant Editor 

& Typist 

Sue Thomas: Illustrations 

Roma Pulling, Ray Catozzi & 

Churchill Scott: Distribution 
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BELLEVUE AVE. EXTENSION TO PULLINGS’ 

HOME 

by Ray Catozzi 
February 22, 1987 

What luck! After nearly two weeks 
of sunny but bitter cold weather, we 
got a perfect break for this easy, rela- 
tively flat pedestrian excursion. On 
a day that was 40°, sunny, and windless, 
it was no wonder that 18 cross-country 
skiers, snowshoers, and walkers enjoyed 
both the route and the weather. 

Two longtime members whom we haven't 
seen much of lately were George and 
Diana Conlon. Welcome back. 

Ve were joined by three non-members: 

Judy Lashof and Mary Sidley from Rutland, 
and Carol Wood from Woodstock. A rela- 
tively new member, Rose Crowley, came 
all the way from her home in Weston for 
her first outing with the Killington 
Section. Welcome to you, too. Rose. 

From five-year-old Michael Nadler 
(or is it 6 now, Mike?) to 89-year- 
old Vera Perkins, the group trekked 
across meadowland, down through pine 
woods, across Cedar Swamp and Tenney 
Brook to a high tension power line. We 
then followed the power line right of 
way south for about % mile, into the 
woods again, then up and out into some 
more open meadows, west and north of A1 
and Roma Pulling's home. Here we en- 
countered our only "real" climbing 
along the route. 

With many rest stops taken along the 
way, it was with regret that we had to 
move on each time, as the sun was so 
warming and comfortable as to make some 
of us wish to lie down for a pre-season 
suntan. But on we went, until the last 
of the long-scattered band of hikers 
arrived outside Pullings' back door. 

Inside, with a cheerful fire blazing 
in the hearth, we partook of various 
drinks and all kinds of fattening good- 
ies, amidst animated conversation on 
every imaginable subject. A great after- 
noon hike, in wonderful weather, and a 
very congenial ending in the Pullings' 
home. Thank you, A1 and Roma. 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Killington 
Section will be held at the Unitarian/ 
Universalist Church on West Street at 
7:00 P.M. April 4. There is a proposed 
dues increase on the agenda. The assess- 
ment charged by the Main Club has in- 
creased and the section directors believe 
the section can not absorb it. The 
officers and committees will give their 
reports and answer questions. Also di- 
rectors will be elected. After the busi- 
ness meeting we will have our traditional 
dessert and coffee, etc. We will also 
have a games night. Bring your favorite 
game. Monopoly, Scrabble, parchesi or a 
deck of cards. Or if your favorite game 
is Ring-around-the-Rosie , just bring 
your feet. 

DUES DUE 

It's time to pay your 1987 GMC dues 
if you haven't already done so. Mail 
them to: Wally Rogers, Treasurer, 47 
Terrill Street, Rutland, VT 05701. This 
is the last issue of Smoke & Blazes you 
will receive on last year's dues. 


VERMONT YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS 

We are taking applications for Corps- 
members now through May. Fifty positions 
are available. We need teenagers 16-21 
years old, male and female. We look for 
hard-workers, positive outlook and de- 
sire to earn $1,000. Youth travel 
throughout Vermont. Youth live at the 
Corps base camp and at various worksites 
called "spike camps." This is a highly 
supervised outfit. Youth will have the 
best summer of their lives - in Vermont's 
natural areas. Corpsmembers may be 
called up for emergency projects such as 
floods, fires. Write or call for an 
application: 

Vermont Youth Conservation Corps 
103 Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05676 
(802) 244-8711 

FACTS: Pay - $3.55 per hour 

Dates - June 22 to Aug. 14, 
1987 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Spring 1987 Schedule 

All hikers meet at Main Street Park near Koltonski Fire Station on the day and 
hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, contact your hike 
leader or: Rob Carey, Pres., RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, 446-2830; Steve Pulling, 

Vice-Pres . , RR 3, Box 5192, 775-3361; Olga Laird, Sec., RR 1, Chasanna Dr., 773-7448: 
or Wally Rogers, Treasurer, 47 Terrill Street, Rutland, 773-9208. 


DATE HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


April 4 
(Sat. ) 

7:00 P.M. 

April 5 
(Sun.) 

12:30 

P.M. 

April 12 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

A.M. 

April 25 
(Sat . ) 

8:30 

A.M. 

April 26 
(Sun . ) 

10:00 

A.M. 

May 3 
(Sun.) 

8:00 

A.M. 

May 9 
(Sat.) 

10:00 

A.M. 

May 17 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 

A.M. 

May 23 
(Sat.) 



May 24 
(Sun. ) 



May 30 
(Sat.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

June 2 
(Tues . ) 

7:00 

P.M. 

June 7 
(Sun.) 

9:00 

A.M. 

June 13 

9:00 

A.M. 

June 21 

10:00 

A.M. 

June 28 

12:00 

P.M. 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING, Unitarian Univer- 
salist Church, West St., Rutland. Meeting will be 
followed by games. Bring your favorite. 

Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 
LARRY'S CAVE, 3 mi. moderate. C. Scott 775-1494 

BIRD'S EYE MOUNTAIN, Castleton, moderate. 

Linda Krasner 468-3100 

BIKE HIKE. Burlington Bike Path on the waterfront. 

Rent bikes in Burlington. Carol Chapman 775-3545 

Roma Pulling 773-6997 
MYSTERY HIKE, 6 mi. on a railroad bed, easy. 

Herb Ogden 775-1350 

MT. MONADNOCK, N.H., 6 mi., moderate, excellent 
views. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

MYSTERY HIKE, Town of Ira, easy-moderate, may be 
some bushwhacking. Mileage variable, depending on 
whether we get lost. 2-4 mi. R. Catozzi 773-3006 

BALD MOUNTAIN, Townsend, 3 mi., moderate-to-dif fi- 

cult. Ira Hawley 775-4149 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB ANNUAL MEETING - Green Mountain 
College, Poultney. See LT News for details. 

GMC WORK PARTY - Long Trail north of Sherburne Pass. 
See LT News for details. 

WALK-THRU. Join us for spring clean-up on the Long 
Trail, Route 140 - Route 103. S. Pulling 773-6997 
OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING - 35 Burnham Ave., Rutland. 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

FLOWER HIKE, Blackinton to Williamstown loop, Mass. 

5 mi., easy to moderate. Lots of June pinks, lady- 
slippers, dogwood. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

WALK-THRU. Finish the spring cleaning. Route 103 - 
Route 4. Steve Pulling 773-6997 

MYSTERY HIKE, 4 mi. moderate. 

Ira Hawley 775-4149 

LOST SHELTER/MORGAN PEAK, Plymouth, 4 mi . , 
moderate. Churchill Scott 775-1494 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY, WATERPROOF FOOTGEAR 
AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. 

THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARD CAR EXPENSE WHEN APPROPRIATE. 
HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH YOUR LEADER. 


KILUNGTON SECTION 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701 



VOLUME 40, NUMBER 2 KILLINGTON SECTION, 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

from Minutes by Wally Rogers 
4 April 1987 

About twenty members attended an in- 
formative meeting at the Unitarian- 
Universalist Church in Rutland. 

Treasurer Wally Rogers reported a 
1986 general fund closing balance of 

195.05 plus inventory, and a Kirk Fund 
balance of $11,038. The Kirk Fund has 
matured, and funds over $10,000 may be 
used for trails and shelters. Section 
income balanced expenses before the 
GMC dues assessment increase in 1987. 

For the Trails and Shelters Com- 
mittee, Steve Pulling reported on the 
success of last spring’s two walk- 
throughs. Upon investigation, few of 
the complaints received from hikers 
proved to be serious. Steve will call 
on other members for help in checking 
complaints. Because relocations have 
not progressed as expected, we will 
reblaze much of our section this year. 

Four relocations were announced for 
1987. In addition to the Pratt House 
to Lower Cold River Road and the Cold 
River bank relocations (reported on 
elsewhere ), relocations are planned for 

2.5 miles of trail north of Route 140 
and 1.5 miles north of Route 103- The 
Long Trail Patrol is expected to take 
a major part in the longer projects. 

The Trails and Shelters Committee 
thanked shelter adopters and asked for 
more members to adopt a shelter. 

Newsletter Editor Carol Chapman an- 
nounced with regret that the June edi- 
tion would be her last. Carol 

expressed appreciation for his excel- 
lent work to Jake Sherman who resigned 
as typist and to Sue Thomas as il- 
lustrator and Churchill and Virginia 
Scott, Irene Hawley, and Roma Pulling. 
Smoke & Blazes is sent to all members 
plus 15 landowners. 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB APRIL-JUNE 1987 


Sue Carey reported for herself and 
Sue Thomas on the Outings Committee. 
In the last year, there were 45 trips 
with an average of 16 members and 
guests on each. 

In his President’s Report, Rob 
Carey stated that field work and 
reviews would continue in the spring 
on the Pico development plans. There 
is continuing effort to compromise be- 
tween Pico’s planned ski trail and 
lift development and the GMC position 
of keeping a ridgeline trail with min- 
imal ski exposure. 

Main Club director Ray Catozzi 
reported on its relocation work and 
need for additional volunteer help 
along the Long Trail outside the Kil- 
lington Section. 

After amendment to cover life and 
institutional members, the Directors’ 
dues increase proposal was passed. 

Beginning in 1988, new dues are: 
ADULT $14.00 SENIOR $ 7.50 

SPOUSE 11.00 LIFE 120.00 

INDIV. JR. 2.50 INSTITUTIONAL 25.00 

FAMILY JR. 1.00 


Elected to fill the terms of 
resigned directors Olga Laird and Mark 
Luttrell were Herb Ogden, Jr., and Sue 
Th .03. Their terms end at the 1988 
annual meeting. Elected to terms en- 
ding in 1990 were Linda Pellerin, 
Bernie Donahue, and Wally Rogers. 
These directors then were joined by 
Steve Pulling (1988), Churchill Scott, 
Ray Catozzi, and Rob Carey (1989) to 
elect the following officers for 1987: 
PRESIDENT Rob Carey 

VICE-PRESIDENT Steve Pulling 

SECRETARY-TREASURER Wally Rogers 
GMC DIRECTOR 
TRAILS & SHELTERS 
OUTINGS 


PUBLICITY 


Ray Catozzi 
Steve Pulling 
Sue Thomas , 
Sue Carey 
Roma Pulling 


Refreshments and games followed. 
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GOVERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER 
by Bernie Donahue 
15 March 1987 

Sometimes climatic conditions alter 
hiking plans. The writer seems to be 
the centerpiece of such aggravation. 
Nonetheless, some hardy members and 
others, forming a small group, trekked 
to Lower Cold River Road. Finding a 
section of the Long Trail heading 
north buried in deep snow, we drove to 
Upper Cold River Road and walked on a 
snowmobile packed trail to Governor 
Clement Shelter. Plenty of snow was 
still on the ground. 

On arrival at the shelter we found 
four snowmobiles already there, having 
stopped for a short rest. We 
proceeded to eat lunch and engage in 
small talk with the mobile visitors. 

Then back over the same route to the 
Upper Cold River Road entrance, on to 
our vehicles and homeward bound. 
Weather was nice for this time of 
year. It seemed everyone had some fun 
on that late winter trek. 


SUGAR ON SNOW 

by Sue Thomas 
22 March 1987 

Our annual Sugar on Snow Party was 
well attended this year, with 24 par- 
ticipants, and thanks to Ira Hawley, 
who kindly donated the syrup, most of 
the money was profit. Thanks are due 
also to Janet Martin, who once again 
this year donated her time and exper- 
tise to boil the syrup for us. 

WALLINGFORD POND 

by Linda Krasner 
29 March 1987 

The seventy degree temperatures in 
Rutland belied the fact that at Wal- 
lingford Pond it was still winter. 
Sue Carey scouted out the roads to the 
area for problems with mud and sand. 
There was still a little snow. Many 
people brought snowshoes, however, it 
was such a hot day they were all left 
behind in the cars. Once on the 
trail, we discovered there was a good 
three feet of snow and people were 
sinking through up to their hips. 


which gave rise to some good laughs. 
The group made a campfire in the snow 
overlooking the still-frozen Wal- 
lingford Pond. 



LARRY'S CAVE 

by W. Churchill Scott 
5 April 1987 

On a pretty wet and dark day, Linda 
P-, Bob P. and I started for Larry’s 
Cave, so called. But it's really only 
a large ledge with overhanging rocks. 
We looked in vain for some more fair 
weather hikers. 

Perhaps it was just as well the 
group was small, for the leader took a 
wrong turn and wound up on the wrong 
side of the peak. 

With increasing rain and a lost 
feeling we walked back to the car with 
the hope of trying once again in bet- 
ter weather. 

The leader’s only consolation is 
that two weeks later the senior 
citizens’ group found Larry’s Cave 
only after a long and hard effort. 
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BIRDSEYE MOUNTAIN 

by Linda Krasner 
12 April 1987 

This hike could have been renamed 
"In Search of the Lost Monument" or 
"In Search of the Real Birdseye Moun- 
tain." Sixteen people gathered to 
hike up the west side of Bird Moun- 
tain, including two women from New 
Jersey, who belonged to a hiking club 
and who opted to hike instead of 
skiing at Killington. 

Delight Gartlein found a copy of a 
100 year old book which gave the 
details of a masonic monument that had 
been erected on top of the mountain. 
The structure had met its demise years 
ago, it was learned later. However, 
it was fun looking for the ruins. The 
book also described how bald eagles 
nested on the rocky cliffs one hundred 
years ago. 

The group had lunch at the site that 
Linda mistakenly believed to be the 
summit (what do trip leaders know!). 
However, the rest of the group in- 
formed her there were several more 
peaks and valleys to go before reach- 
ing the real summit. The ar- 
chaeologists bushwhacked down the 
mountain amidst the earliest of spring 
wildf lowers . 


BIKE HIKE 

by Carol Chapman 
25 April 1987 

A fall outing with the Vt. Natural 
Resources Council on the recently com- 
pleted Burlington Bike Path made me 
think that it would be a pleasant ride 
for the Killington Section. The old 
Rutland Railroad bed parallels the 
lake shore past city parks, condos and 
woods. It is a well-marked, nearly 
level five mile path to the mouth of 
the Winooski River. 

On a bright and sunny day four of us 
met in Burlington at the foot of Main 
Street: Irene Rogers, Judy Olson, Tom 

Parent of Essex Jet. and I. By coin- 
cidence, the Burlington Section had 
also scheduled a bike or hike trip 
there starting two hours later, but 
with the large number of bikers and 
walkers we weren’t aware of when we 
passed them. 


Of interest along the way were 
early blooming shad, bloodroot, dan- 
delions and strawberries, and a spar- 
row hawk perched on her telephone wire 
lookout . 



During lunch by the Winooski Judy 
and Tom told of their plans to ride in 
the 100 mile long Vt. Lung Association 
Bikeathon to be held in northern Ver- 
mont . 

Our return trip was made by the 
same route only a little easier as 
there is a slight downhill grade back 
to the city center. Irene and I 
detoured a bit to visit a couple of 
yard sales along the way. 

Someday when you are coming to Bur- 
lington on a shopping spree, bring 
along your bike and enjoy the Bicycle 
Path. 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 

Carol Chapman 
Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Ray Catozzi 
W. Churchill Scott 


THANKS, JAKE! 

After nine years of dedicated service 
as the assistant editor and typist of 
Smoke & Blazes , Jake Sherman has 
decided to step down. The high 
quality and professional appearance of 
our newsletter are due to his efforts. 
We appreciate all you’ve done, Jake, 
and hope to see you on the trail. 


Editor 

Asst. Ed. /Typist 

Illustrations 

Distribution 


RAILROAD MYSTERY HIKE 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

26 April 1987 

Your hike leader discovered an 
unexpected benefit in announcing a 
mystery hike but giving some idea of 
the pathway. In trying to guess where 
the mystery hike was going, some other 
section members gave good tips about 
other possible railroad rights-of-way 
that would be good hiking, notably the 
former Delaware & Hudson line from 
Castleton down through Poultney, 
Rupert, and Pawlet. 

This mystery hike took eleven mem- 
bers and guests north from the end of 
the Clarendon & Pittsford’s track at 
the upper square at Vest St. in Proc- 
tor. We passed above the old stone 
enginehouse and soon came to the out- 
let of Beaver Pond. Ascending west of 
Beaver Pond on a fine, wide path, we 
saw where piles of marble blocks been 
dumped to make the railroad embank- 
ment. A good variety of wildf lowers 
and interesting plants grow along the 
old railbed. We spotted coltsfoot, 
mayf lower, wild ginger, violets, 
saxifrage, and bloodroot. Just after 
the height of land, fine views opened 
up to the east, from Mendon to 
Bloodroot Mountains. Soon, just west 
of the track, we inspected a large 
quarry which apparently had a rail 
spur running to it and to a huge grout 
pile beyond. This was doubtless the 
"L. White Marble Quarry" noted in the 
Beers 1869 atlas of Rutland County. 
Now overgrown and full of murky water, 
it was probably the end of the line 
that the Clarendon & Pittsford built 
north from Proctor in 1886. This line 
was later extended past the present 
huge OMYA plant to the Vermont Railway 
junction in Florence. We followed it 
downhill to where the combination of a 
"No Trespassing" sign, a fine view 
east, and lunchtime dictated a halt. 

Unlike most hikes, this one was a 
musical event. Now we not only stalk 
the wild asparagus, but we play the 
stalk of the wild horsetail. The 
bamboo-like plant grew in profusion 
near our lunch spot. With practice, 
it can be played a little — in the 
hike leader’s case, very little — 
like a flute. I don’t know if there 
is a musical term for what is produced 


by 11 people all shrilling away on 
horsetails ("octet plus trio for mixed 
horsetails"?), but we had one, anyway. 



Now that your hike leader has done 
some research in the Vermont Room of 
the Rutland Free Library, he can 
remove some of the mystery from the 
history of the Clarendon & Pittsford 
R.R. The line was a subsidiary of the 
Vermont Marble Company until recently. 
It was built north into Pittsford from 
its present juction with the Vermont 
Railway in Proctor in 1886. Next, a 
line was built south to Center Rutland 
in 1887. The next year saw a line 
from Center Rutland to West Rutland 
break the Delaware & Hudson’s monopoly 
on the Whipple Hollow quarries. In 
1891 the tracks were extended from 
Center Rutland to Rutland, crossing 
East Creek near the River Street 
bridge and hooking up with the present 
Vermont Railway to Bennington near the 
end of South Street. By 1895, a line 
from the present Vermont Railway junc- 
tion in Florence had tapped quarries 
to the west. Finally, after 1895, 
came the connection from the L. White 
Quarry north to Florence. 

The C&P from Proctor to near our 
lunch spot was used by the Otter Val- 
ley Railroad, a tourist operation, 
beginning in 1977. Now the only parts 
of the old marble hauler in operation 
are a stub in the southwest section of 
Rutland, a track from Center Rutland 
to Farrell Distributors just north of 
Route 4, and a track from the Vermont 
Railway in Florence south to OMYA. 
The Proctor track from the Vermont 
Railway to West St. was used as late 
as February, but parts are now torn up 
for sewer construction. The rest of 
the railroad is now used by walkers, 
snowmobilers , and cross country 
skiers, except where a few landowners 
have fenced it. 
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MOUNT MONADNOCK 

by Rob Carey 
3 May 1987 

This is the second most climbed 
mountain in the world. (Mt. Fuji in 
Japan is first.) There was a late 
April snowstorm that gave Vermont’s 
mountains a few inches of snow before 
the hike. As we drove by Keene, New 
Hampshire, and saw our goal, it looked 
like there was still snow on the moun- 
tain. Ve parked at the State Park and 
started up the White Dot Trail, taking 
the Spruce Link cutoff. This was the 
only part that was buggy. 

Mt. Monadnock is unique because it 
is only about 3000 ft. high but tree- 
less on top. There were fires about 
1800 and the sod is very thin where 
there is any at all. This provides 
excellent views along the way. On a 
clearer day than we had, it is pos- 
sible to see Boston and Killington. 
We could only see to Stratton. 

Near the summit there were large 
patches of snow about 8" deep from the 
recent snowstorm. After a leisurely 
lunch on top, we returned via the 
White Cross Trail. It was a fairly 
warm day so some of us had a snack 
from the snack bar. 


MYSTERY HIKE IN IRA 

by Ray Catozzi 
9 May 1987 

When a leader lists a hike with the 
destination, hiking conditions, and a 
chance of getting lost as unknown fac- 
tors, one wouldn’t expect anyone would 
show up for such a challenge, would 
one? Yet, even on a day when the 

weather was another unknown factor, 
nine stalwart hikers showed up to 
solve this mystery. 

I say "help solve," as three days 
before the hike date, I wasn’t too 
sure how and where I was going to lead 
anyone brave enough to come. And on 
the day itself, the last third of the 
trip in (and up) was still new to me. 
Two days before, I trekked up into a 
saddle between two 2000’ hills north 
of Route 4, a couple of miles west of 
West Rutland. I then climbed to the 
top of the easternmost of the two only 
to find that it was the one hill to 


the west that I had been looking at 
for years from old Route 4A. That 
hill had two or three open areas on a 
ridgeline leading to the top. 

So, on hike day, from this saddle 
we climbed up a very steep and rocky 
slope to the west, looking for one of 
those clear areas. After some strug- 
gling, we came into one small one with 
a limited view to the east and south. 
It was then lunch time and with the 
threat of rain, we climbed no farther, 
looking for larger open areas. And 
sure enough just as we finished lunch 
a light rain started. That did it for 
any further exploring upward, so 

downward we all headed, only to have 
the rain stop as we reached the 
saddle. From here out to Rt . 4 was a 
delightful walk on an old road through 
old overgrown farm land, with stone 
walls and apple trees in full bloom. 
All nine made it back to the cars 
safely, hiking no further, I think, 
than three miles. All’s well that 

ends well . 


BALD MOUNTAIN, Townsend State Forest 

by Ira Hawley 
17 May 1987 

The day started out cloudy, but 
twelve determined hikers insisted it 
was their day for an outing. A 
pleasant drive took us through Weston 
and Londonderry. The clouds parted 
and the sun became warm. 

At the entrance to the park we 
drove over a modern bridge above the 
flood control dam at Townsend. Next 
we approached the Scott covered 
bridge, which is the longest single 
span covered bridge in Vermont. Here 
we stopped and everyone walked through 
the bridge, which is closed to vehicle 
traffic . 

Then we stopped at the caretaker’s 
office and signed the register for ad- 
mittance to the park facilities. Now 
we were ready to tackle the mountain. 
It was a challenging climb of 1140 
feet in one mile. The rapid walkers 
reached the summit about half an hour 
earlier than the slow ones. The sun- 
shine made it a good place to relax 
and lunch. The views were good with 

the valley below and the mountains in 
the distance. As we started down on a 


BALD MOUNTAIN (continued) 


circuitous route we came upon a 
vigorous orchid (Lady’s Slipper) plant 
with beautiful pink flowers. This is 
a rare plant in Vermont and the first 
of this species I have seen in many 
years . 

We all made it safely back to our 
cars, and with a little conversation 
decided to make a short side trip on 
our way home to see the Ball Mountain 
Dam, which is another flood control 
project. We said our good-byes and 
agreed it had been a satisfying way to 
spend the day. 

FROM ALL OF US 

It goes without saying that the 
entire Killington Section wishes to 
thank Carol Chapman for her years as 
editor of Smoke & Blazes . You’ve done 
a terrific job, Carol, and you’ll be 
greatly missed, both as editor and 
fellow hiker. We wish you success and 
happiness in the future, and many 
visits home to Rutland. 

THE ALMOST SURPRISE PARTY 

by Carol Chapman 
1 June 1987 

When Sue Thomas called to offer me a 
ride to the outings scheduling meeting 
at the Careys on a hot, humid Monday 
night, I told her I’d decided not to 
go. She was thus forced to spill the 
beans and tell me I’d better be there 
as it wasn’t a scheduling party after 
all. It was a goodbye party. 

The Careys’ yard, with the lambs 
looking on, was a lovely, cool spot 
for such a special occasion. How nice 
to see so many good friends there! 

Sue Thomas had baked and artisti- 
cally decorated a Special Edition of 
Smoke & Blazes chocolate cake. I was 
also presented with a VINS T-shirt and 
a certificate of a donation to the Elf 
program made in my name. Many thanks 
to you all for the party and for your 
kind and thoughtful gifts. 

This being my last issue of Smoke & 
Blazes , I’d like to use the oppor- 
tunity to thank all of you who have 
contributed reports and worked on the 
newsletter and say how much I’ve en- 


joyed those associations. 

I’ll be eagerly awaiting my copy of 
Smoke & Blazes to keep up-to-date on 
Killington Section doings. 


DIRECTORS MEETING 

by Rob Carey 
23 April 1987 

Present: Rob Carey, Steve Pulling, 
Bernie Donahue, Herb Ogden, Churchill 
Scott, Linda Pellerin, and Sue Thomas. 

The Long Trail Unit Action Plan was 
discussed. We are in general agree- 
ment with it. We support the 
relocation/replacement of Minerva Hin- 
chey Shelter in a more remote site 
after the trail is relocated. One 
reason is the marginal water source. 

We oppose the relocation of Claren- 
don Shelter since there are no more 
remote sites. 

Governor Clement Shelter should be 
continued in its present site. The 
road’s condition is deteriorating. 

A replacement is needed for 
Tamarack Shelter as soon as the trail 
is relocated. 

Pico Camp should be continued in 
its present site. 

Cooper (not our responsibility) 
should be fixed up. A summer/fall 
caretaker is not likely to help. 


LONG TRAIL RELOCATIONS 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Two of the Long Trail relocations 
announced at the section annual meet- 
ing are finished. A one-day work 
party cleared and blazed an ap- 
proximately 0.3 mile relocation from 
the Pratt House site north to the 
Lower Cold River Road, eliminating a 
road walk. It’s a pleasant stretch 
through evergreens and along the 
river. The Pratt Field was a little 
mushy, but the Pullings put in some 
steppingstones ( steppingboulder s is 
more like it!) that should do the 
trick. 

While the rest of the party scouted 
out the relocation on the Cold River 
bank north of the Upper Road, Herb dug 
a ditch to dry out the "bear wallow" 
in the stand of evergreens just north 
of the Lower Road. 
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LONG TRAIL RELOCATIONS (continued) 

A later work party relocated some 
300 yards of the Long Trail north of 
the Upper Cold River Road, where the 
footway had partly disappeared into 
the river. The Trail now takes higher 
ground to the east of the river. 



NEW CHALLENGE, PART II 

by Roma Pulling 

We left you last spring with the 
promise to return to our project of 
photographing all the shelters on the 
Long Trail and the side trails as soon 
as the leaves fell in the fall. This 
plan was delayed a little by a family 
problem, but on November 7 we were off 
again. For this first trip we had a 
Three for One bargain as we took the 
familiar LT route to Stratton Pond and 
snapped pictures of Bigelow, Vondell, 
and Stratton View Shelters. There 
were two inches of snow on the ground 
there and just a hint of ice forming 
around the edges of the pond. 

One of the greatest pleasures for me 
from this project is exploring new 
side trails, and during the past year 
we have hiked four new ones and 
revisited the Battell Trail, which I 
hadn’t been on for about ten years. 

Old Rootville Road After preoccupa- 
tion with another family matter we 
struck out on January 17 for William 
B. Douglas Shelter. Snowmobiles had 
packed the road until it was like 
pavement and to my annoyance had also 
used over a mile of the LT, from 
Prospect Rock to the Branch Pond 


Trail. We carried our snowshoes but 
used them only the half mile of the 
Branch Pond Trail (it seemed longer 
than I remembered) and the short dis- 
tance to Prospect Rock. 

Cooley Glen Trail February was a 
cold month, but on March 5 we were off 
to Cooley Glen Shelter. We were 
afraid the side trails would be 
obscure, but the approaches to the 
ones in the national forest are very 
well marked. We found 4-0" of snow on 
the ground and on the roof of the 
shelter. How do they hold up? 

Battell Trail This is the trail I 
had hiked once before, but so long ago 
it was like being there for the first 
time, and it was new to Alfred. Snow- 
shoes were a necessary part of our 
equipment again even though it was 
March 24 and beginning to look like 
spring in Rutland. Up in Lincoln we 
found two feet of snow on our way to 
Battell Shelter. Sap lines ran all 
over the side of the mountain, but the 
sap was not running. 

Jerusalem Trail Tuesday, April 14, 
found us on the way to Glen Ellen 
Lodge We carried snowshoes but never 
put them on because the trail was too 
rough and overgrown. There was still 
plenty of snow, though, and we sank in 
to our thighs in several places. I 
had forgotten how beautiful the view 
is from Glen Ellen. What a pity they 
plan to move the lodge from this spot. 

Beane Trail Saturday, April 25, and 
spring at last. I admired wild 

flowers along the way: round-leaved 

violets, wild oats, adder’s tongue, 
and spring beauties. Especially the 
spring beauties. They were numerous 

and lovely. Birch Glen shelter, our 
goal this day, was only .9 from the 
Beane Farm, so Alfred decided to try 
for the next shelter, Cowles Cove, 
only 2.9 miles further. 

We have photographed 43 of the 70 
shelters we plan to do, or 61% of our 
goal. We’ll be back next fall. 
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WINNERS 

by Roma Pulling 

It having been some time since an 
up-to-date list of End-to-Enders was 
published, we would like to tke this 
opportunity to do so. For perhaps the 
first time we are including names of 
people who have hiked the Killington 
Section (Route 140 at Wallingford Gulf 
to Route 4 at Sherburne Pass) end to 
end. One asterisk and capital letters 
indicates that this person has also 
completed the whole Long Trail, and, 
of course, two asterisks show that 
this person has done the LT twice. 

Several people have nearly completed 
a goal. Steve Pulling plans to hike 
the last five miles for his LT cer- 
tificate this summer. Rachael Fer- 
guson is near completion of it, and 
Ray Catozzi has nearly finished his 
second End to End. Dave and Audrey 
Barber are nearing the 2/3 point on 
the Appalachian Trail and have hiked 
the Horseshoe, Darlington, Loyalstock, 
Black Forest and Tuscarora Trails in 
Pennsylvania. Anne Mausolff is far 
along on the AT. 

John and Emma Hughes deserve mention 
for having hiked further than most End 
to Enders. They have hiked the LT 
from the Massachusetts border to Ap 
Gap except for one small hiatus over 
Glastenbury Mountain and have done it 
all without help, making it necessary 
to backtrack to their car, so they 
have hiked it all twice . 

If errors or omissions have crept 
into this report, please call 773-6997 
and a correction will appear in the 
next Smoke & Blazes ■ 

ROBERT BADGER** 

AUDREY BARBER* 

DAVID BARBER* 

ROBERT CAREY** 

SUSAN CAREY* 

RAYMOND CATOZZI* 

Carol Chapman 
NORMAN CYRS* 

Rachael Ferguson 
BENJAMIN FLORCZA K* 

JOHN HOWARD* 

Emma Hughes 
John Hughes 
Janet Martin 
ANNE MAUSOLFF* 

HERBERT OGDEN, JR.* 


CRAIGUE PERKINS* 

VERA PERKINS* 

ALFRED PULLING* 

ROMA PULLING* 

Stephen Pulling 
WALTER CHURCHILL SCOTT* 
JACOB SHERMAN* 

Susan Thomas 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB INTERSECTIONAL 
Scheduled Activities 


Camp Thorpe, Goshen, Vt. 

22-30 August 1987 

Sat. 22 9 a.m. Arrival, registration 
evening Program will comple- 
ment Sun. trail work 
party. 

Sun. 23 morning Trail Work Party 
sponsored by 
Trails & Shelters 
Committee 

evening Program (see below) 

Mon. 24 evening Program (see below) 

Tue. 25 6 p.m. Pot Luck Supper 

7:30 p.m. Ben Rose, Catamount 
Trail Association 

Wed. 26 7:30 p.m. Square Dance with 
Caller Garland 
Withers 

Thu. 27 evening Program (see below) 

Fri. 28 Frenchie’s Famous 

Intersectional 
Auction (bring items 
to be donated) 
evening Campfire 

Sat. 29 6 p.m. Spaghetti Supper 

7:30 p.m. Program: Bob Lincoln 
on Trail Protection 


Sun. 30 


Depart to wait for 
Inter sectional 1988 


Other evening programs being arranged: 
Shelter and Bridge (Clarendon Gorge) 
Construction 
Bingo 
Caving 

Suggestions welcomed! 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Summer 1 987 Outing Schedule 

All trips leave from the park on South Main St. near Koltonski Fire Station 
on the day and hour listed. For more information about activities or membership, 
please contact your hike leader or Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 340, Walling- 
ford 05773, tel. 446-2830; Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland 
05701, tel. 775-3361; or Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, 47 Terrill St., Rutland 
05701, tel. 773-9208. 


DATE HOUR 


12 July 
( Sun . ) 

18 July 


25 July 
(Sat.) 

2 Aug. 

( Sun . ) 


8 Aug. 
(Sat.) 


15 Aug. 
(Sat.) 

22 Aug. — 
30 Aug. 

1 Sept. 
(Tues. ) 

5 Sept. 
(Sat.) 


12 Sept, 
(Sat.) 

20 Sept. 
( Sun . ) 

26 Sept. 
( Sun . ) 


lOtOO a.m. 
10*00 a.m. 

IOiOO a.m. 
9«00 a.m. 

7i00 p.m. 

9i00 a.m. 

7i00 p.m. 
9«00 a.m. 

10»00 a.m. 

IOiOO a.m. 

1 i 00 p.m. 
5«00 p.m. 


DESTINATION OR EVENT LEADER(S) 


MYSTERY HIKE, 4 to 5 mi., moderate. 

Ira Hawley 775-4149 

MT. CUSHMAN, Rochester, 5*3 mi., moderate 
with one steep part (loop trip) 

Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 7 75-1350 

(W) 775-3368 

OLD JOB TRAIL & SHELTER, Mt. Tabor, 5 mi., 
easy Roma & A1 Pulling, 773-6997 

END TO END, Rt. 4 to South Pond, 6 mi., 
moderate Steve Pulling 773-6997 

775-3361 

MOONLIGHT HIKE, Sunrise Shelter, Brandon, 
1.8 mi., easy. Optional overnight, phone 
for details. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

BAT CAVES, DORSET. 4 to 5 mi., moderate. 

Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

INTERSECTIONAL, Camp Thorpe, Goshen. See 
article on Page 8. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, 35 Burnham 
Ave. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

CANOE TRIP, Glen Lake, Castleton. Reser- 
vations necessary. 775-3361 

773-6997 

LEICESTER HOLLOW to FALLS OF LANA, 5-5 mi., 
moderate Linda Krasner 468-3100 

TABLE ROCK, Manchester, 4 mi., difficult. 
Good views. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

BURNT HILL TRAIL to MIDDLEBURY GAP, 4.2 
mi., moderate. 

SUPPER PICNIC, Texas Falls, Hancock. 

Bring food and utensils. COME FOR ONE OR 
BOTH!! Sue Thomas 773-2185 


PLEASE BRING LUNCH UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. WEAR STURDY WATER-RESISTANT 
FOOTGEAR AND BRING EXTRA CLOTHING. THOSE WHO RIDE WITH OTHERS SHOULD CONTRIBUTE 
TOWARD CAR EXPENSE. HIKING DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE. PLEASE STAY WITH LEADER. 

HIKE LEADERS: Please send hike reports to Herb Ogden, 4 Emmett Ave., Rutland 05701. 
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LOWLAND WALKTHROUGH 

by Roma Pulling 
30 May 1987 

In the absence of our esteemed 
chairman, who was out of town, A1 
Pulling coordinated efforts on this 
first work project of 1987. Five 
workers had completed sections of the 
trail previously, and with the help of 
the ten people who volunteered this 
day, we were able to finish the seg- 
ment of the Long Trail between Route 
140 (the Wallingford Gulf Road) and 
Governor Clement Shelter. The weather 
was sunny and very mild. 

Dividing into teams of two or three 
workers each, equipped with hand saws, 
clippers, grass whips and paint, we 
cleared and blazed the section and did 
not encounter any major problems. 

Our thanks to everyone who par- 
ticipated in this clean-up. 

WILLI AMSTOWN FLOWER HIKE 

leader: Ray Catozzi 
7 June 1987 


showed up for this hike. It seems the 
rest of us missed a good trip. 

The hikers had a pleasant walk up 
from Blackinton on the Appalachian 
Trail and down the Pine Cobble Trail 
to Williamstown Station, enjoying the 
Williams College Outing Club’s reroute 
of the latter to avoid the infamous 
gravelly cliff at the shore of Lake 
Bascom. (If you aren’t familiar with 
Lake Bascom, it may be because it dis- 
appeared at the end of the last ice 
age when the glacier receded and let 
its waters escape. The Editor learned 
about Lake Bascom in a geology course 
at a certain college after the water 
obligingly departed and let Ephriam 
Williams found that college on the old 
lake bottom. ) 

The flowers were early this year in 
Berkshire County, but lady slippers 
were still in evidence. 

After the hike, Ray took the group 
up Mount Graylock by car to inspect 
the state-owned lodge that is now run 
by the Appalachian Mountain Club. No 
doubt they also enjoyed the view from 
the highest mountain in the Bay State. 


The Editor contacted Ray just as 
Ray was trying to contact the Editor 
for help with the Country Music Jam- 
boree to benefit the Long Trail 
Protection Fund. Unfortunately, both 
of us were too busy to do what the 
other wanted, so what follows is a 
less than first hand report of the 
f arthest-af ield trip of the summer 
season . 

Perhaps because a hike in Mas- 
sachusetts sounds as if it is farther 
away than a hike anywhere in Vermont 
(it isn’t -- Williamstown is only 
about two hours drive from Rutland, 
which is less than anything north of 
Mount Mansfield) only a small group 
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HIGHLAND WALKTHROUGH 

by Stephen Pulling 
13 June 1987 

This was the second walk-through of 
the year for the Killington Section, 
covering from Governor Clement Shelter 
to Sherburne Pass. We cut, sawed, 
chopped, clipped, whacked, pruned, 
tossed, pulled, tugged, blazed, and 
even cussed at trees and brush for 9.5 
miles . 

Eight hard-working people showed up 
at the park for this outing. Driving 
to the top of Killington Mountain in 
my truck was the first order of busi- 
ness for the day. This is not an easy 
drive, but it makes working this sec- 
tion much easier and faster. 

We split up into equal groups. A1 
Pulling headed up the group trail 
clearing south and I was in charge of 
the group working north. What else 
cam you say about trail walk-throughs 
except they aren't much fun and are a 
lot of hard, tiring work? Rain is the 
last thing you want to make your day, 
but rain we got. A1 ’ s group finished 
up just in time to hop into the 
Careys’ truck at Governor Clement 
Shelter before the heavens opened up, 
but my group got soaiked to the bone. 

Picture yourself cold and drenched 
in a downpour pruning a balsam fir. 
Every clip you make shakes even more 
cold water onto your dripping wet 
head. Are we having fun yet, Linda 
P.? 

PITTSBRIDGE (STOCKFIELD) MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ira Hawley 
21 June 1987 

Mystery in this instance meant the 
leader was not prepared to name a 
location for a hike. But in the mean- 
time I had done some scouting and was 
ready to take the twenty people to the 
Pittsfield area on Route 100. We 
walked up the so-called South Hill 
Road into the township of Stockbridge. 
It was a pleasant uphill, into an 
uninhabited rural area past a few 


seasonal camps. We came upon a former 
thick growth of forest that had been 
thinned by the International paper 
Company and a clear-cut that had been 
replanted with pine seedlings. Deer 
tracks were visible in the gravel 
roadway. A spruce-shaded area on the 
edge of a very old cemetery became our 
lunch stop. We had a nice view of 
probably thirty or forty miles into 
the Bethel and Rochester mountains and 
beyond. Our return via the same route 
was "all down hill," as the saying 
goes. Our hikers, from two to 
seventy-five years old, were ready for 
the ride back home. It had been a 
nice summer day. 


LOST SHELTER AND MORGAN PEAK, PLYMOUTH 

by W. Churchill Scott 
28 June 1987 

On a very pleasant early summer 
morning we had a hike to Lost Shelter 
and Morgan Peak. A good sized group, 
from youngsters to senior citizens, we 
drove north from Plymouth village past 
the cheese factory and then walked up 
the old lumber and fire-fighting road. 

It is good that some of the fol- 
lowers were in the lead, for the 
leader must confess that he might have 
gone right past the path to the shel- 
ter. As it was, the shelter arrived 
just a little too late to keep us from 
being dampened by an unexpected 
shower . 

The visibility improved after lunch 
at the shelter. We climbed to the 
summit of the road, where a good view 
was had in all directions. At a 
clearing on the way up, a ski area was 
sighted, and everyone had different 
ideas of where it was. At the summit, 
it was found to be Killington, which 
surprised everyone. 

On the way back to the cars, a sug- 
gestion was made to extend a hike the 
next time to include spotting a car at 
Farm and Wilderness Camps and going 
down from the Lost Shelter Trail via a 
F.& W. trail west to the car. What do 
you think? 
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TINMOUTH MYSTERY HIKE 

by Ira Hawley 
12 July 1987 

"HOT" was the word everyone was 
saying on this hazy morning with 
showers forecast. Nine of us met at 
the park to travel to Tinmouth, where 
we left our cars in Shirley Parker's 
dooryard. It was too warm to "HIKE," 
so we "STROLLED." 

The tree-shaded lane took us past 
three abandoned farms with beautiful 
old houses still intact. We came upon 
a large turtle that objected to our 
presence by snapping at a stick 
dangled near its head. Several snails 
were observed in the gravel pathway. 
Lunch was taken in a heavily shaded 
area of maple and ash trees. On the 
return to our cars we were treated to 
the hospitality of Shirley Parker in 
her home with iced tea, very refresh- 
ing. 

On our return to Rutland we stopped 
by a sheep farm and the attendant 
there said we were looking at 400 
sheep . 

We hoped the next hike would be a 
bit cooler. 


MOUNT CUSHMAN, ROCHESTER 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

18 July 1987 

Although this hike was 
moderate to difficult, and although 
the leader had, shall we politely say, 
come to the attention of some members 
by leading an earlier hike around Her- 
rick Mountain that was about two miles 
longer than the already long distance 
that appeared on the outing schedule, 
a group of ten or so hikers showed up 
on a hot day to explore the norteast 
corner of the Town of Rochester. As 
it turned out, the leader did not take 
the group all the way to the top of 
Cushman, but rather just to the fire 
tower site, so the actual mileage was 
only 4.3 miles, one mile shorter than 
announced. If I cam just give back 
one more mile on another hike, we’ll 



all be even again. 

After picking up more hikers in 
Rochester, we drove to the last house 
on the Randolph Gap Road. Perhaps we 
could have driven on to where an 
obscure north-south road crossed the 
old gap road, but from there on we 
were definitely in Jeepland or worse. 

It has apparently been years since 
anyone in a normal vehicle traveled 
that route from Rochester to Bethel 
Gilead or Randolph. Parts of the old 
dugway looked like promising points 
for a stagecoach robbery, for the road 
has sunk so far into the landscape 
that one could jump from the bank onto 
the top of whatever passed through. 

We would have stopped more often to 
puff and blow on the steep climb up to 
the gap had it not been for the in- 
sects that honed in on us whenever we 
stopped. After passing limited views, 
we reached the height of land. 

From Randolph Gap, it was an easy 
1.2 mile hike to the fire tower site. 
Or it should have been. Numerous mud- 
puddles that extended completely 
across the road slowed our progress, 
as we clambered along the banks to 
keep our feet dry. Just short of the 
fire tower site, we found a pleasant 
and relatively bug-free pine grove, 
with an occasional breeze to relieve 
the humid noontime. 

Naturally, this was the place for 
lunch. Later, we went on to the tower 
• site, marveled at a magnificently 
■ gnarled big old tree, gazed at a 
glider swishing overhead, and specu- 
lated on the mountains we would have 
seen if the day had not been so hazy. 

Luckily, while we were lunching, a 
few hikers came up the trail we were 
to follow west from the fire tower 
site. It was marked only with 

surveyor’s tape, and, especially at 
its junction with the tower road, it 
was hard to see. Had our visitors not 
come up that trail, it might have been 
a while before we found it. As it 
was , the footway was good and the de- 
scent pleasant although steep. We 
came out of the woods onto lovely pas- 
tures and walked the roads back. 
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OLD JOB SHELTER, MT. TABOR 

by Roma Pulling 
25 July 1987 

Your leader apparently jumped to 
the wrong conclusion on this trip, but 
I’ll get to that in a minute. The 
25th was near the end of a long heat 
wave. Even so, eight hikers joined 
Alfred and me for the short, leisurely 
walk to the shelter and back. It may 
have been cooler in Mount Tabor, and 
Mara and two others cooled off even 
further by wading in Lake Brook. 

We chose the Long Trail route past 
Big Branch Shelter, where we took a 
short break, and inspected the stone 
ruins at the site of an old water 
wheel. Crossing the Big Branch 

suspension bridge, we proceeded to a 
very large sawdust heap, climbed it, 
and took pictures. It was easy to 
credit S. L. Griffith with creating 
the pile as he operated mills and 
kilns in this area, but we received a 
letter from one of the hikers which 
perhaps casts new light on the sub- 
ject. He had talked with a Danby 
resident who told him the pile had 

been created during World War II! The 
Griffith site is reportedly nearer Big 
Branch Brook. This subject needs fur- 
ther research and exploration. 

After lunch at the shelter, we 

returned by the same route. 

SOUTH POND TRAIL TO SHERBURNE PASS 

by Stephen Pulling 
2 August 1 987 

Once again there was mumbling from 
the middle of the pack about the 
rating I give the hikes I lead. I 

have to admit the South Pond Trail 

isn't easy, but it isn’t difficult 
with only a day pack. The Long Trail 
from South Pond to Sherburne Pass is 
really very easy, hence overall the 
hike was averaged out to "moderate." 
Thank you. 

The second of August was a perfect 
day for hiking, sunny, clear and 73 
degrees. We drove to Chittenden past 


Lefferts Pond to the South Pond Trail 
and off we went. Very easy walking at 
first along a logging road ended when 
the trail turned right and up, up we 
climbed. The climb was worth it be- 
cause at the top of the hill we found 
South Pond, a beautiful undeveloped 
pond surrounded by mountains on three 
sides. When we turned around to the 
west, we got an aerial view of Chit- 
tenden Dam. 

After a short break, we hiked on to 
Rolston Rest Shelter for an early 
lunch and then off for an almost 
uneventful walk to Tucker Johnson 
Shelter, Deer Leap, and Sherburne 
Pass. Notice I said almost unevent- 
ful. 

About half way between Rolston rest 
and Tucker Johnson, one hiker fell and 
let out a silence deadening cry. Not 
knowing what happened, I ran back to 
find Judy Garafano lying on the ground 
in great pain. Being only an amateur 
first aider, I treated for shock and 
wrapped her ankle as if it were 
sprained. At this point we limped out 
of the woods at a snail’s pace. 

When Judy got to the doctor’s, she 
found out she had broken a bone in her 
foot. It was the first broken bone 
I've seen that wasn’t accompanied by 
swelling and skin discoloration. We 
all wish Judy a speedy recovery and 
hope to see her out hiking again real 
soon . 
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ASSAULT ON SUNRISE SHELTER 

by Sue Thomas 
8-9 August 1 987 

At 7 o’clock on the evening of 8 
August we assembled our troops at the 
fire station and proceeded to Brandon 
Gap with a force of 16 to take Sunrise 
Shelter. [This maneuver was cleverly 
disguised as a moonlight hike. --Ed.] 

While I stayed back with the rear 
guard, the front of the column ad- 
vanced to the shelter and took by 
surprise the lone occupant, who sur- 
rendered without a struggle. After 
torturing him with fudge and taco dip, 
we pried his name out of him — Guy, 
from Burlington, but we were not able 
to make him divulge rank and serial 
number . 

We started a campfire and our 
prisoner obligingly led us in campfire 
songs. He also included a solo which 
none present will forget! The moon 
was just beginning to appear over the 
ridge around 11 p.m. when most of the 
group assembled for a retreat [mostly 
by the light of Eveready and Ray-O- 
Vac, not moon — Ed.] while Steve, Herb 
and I settled in for the night with 
our captive. Sometime during the 
night I awoke and the full moon had 
finally moved directly overhead, 
lighting the clearing. Too bad 

everyone missed it. 

In the morning, after a breakfast 
of delicious blueberry muffins Nina 
left for us, Steve headed back down 
the trail to Brandon Gap, while Herb 
and I prepared to journey into the 
"New Boston Triangle," as he aptly put 
it! I had been hearing reports for 
some time that people were getting 
lost in that area, so we decided to 
venture over there and find out why. 

We made it as far as David Logan 
Shelter with no problems other than 
the extremely lush and healthy seas of 
nettles we had to navigate. However 
we did meet several other groups of 
people coming the other way, and all 
but one of them reported getting con- 
fused between Rolston Rest and David 
Logan. We stopped at the shelter for 


a while to talk to two more hikers and 
decided that the problem is a combina- 
tion of the fact that the Long Trail 
is extremely grown over through there 
and that there is a very well-defined 
snowmobile trail crossing it, well 
marked with arrows. Apparently people 
are getting off the Long Trail there. 
I’m planning to write to the main Club 
to suggest some trail clearing and 
blazing. 

While at David Logan we read the 
log book, which seemed to contain 
mostly complaints about three things: 
1 ) getting lost between Rolston Rest 
and there, 2) nettles, and 3) the 
American flag that someone had hung on 
the front. Without a doubt the most 
interesting thing was a report that 
someone saw a rabbit chewing on the 
shelter. (??!) The porcupines must 
be getting more clever with their dis- 
guises . 



We hiked down the New Boston Trail 
and on down the road to Mountain Top 
where we'd left a car, with only one 
incident. Herb heard a little scream 
from the side of the road, so we poked 
around in the weeds and found a snake 
slightering back into the brush with a 
frog in its mouth. Must have been the 
frog’s swan song Herb heard. I’m sure 
the frog wouldn’t agree, but it 
livened up the end of our hike! 
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DORSET BAT CAVE 

by Rob Carey 
1 5 August 1 987 



About 35 people attended this hike, 
making for the largest group we have 
led. In addition to a good draw from 
the Rutland area, there were people 
from Florida, Arizona, Connecticut, 
and Illinois, as well as Bradford, Vt. 
Our publicity committee is certainly 
doing well . 

We parked on the Dorset Hill Road 
and followed the Mt. Aeolus Trail for 
about two miles to the cave. The 
trail is an old road. Blazes are non- 
existent but the trail follows the 
main road at each intersection with 
other roads. 

We passed several old quarries in- 
cluding one with good views to the 
east of the Great Valley of Vermont 
(Route 7) and the mountains including 
Stratton and Bromley. There was 

another excellent view right near the 
cave . 

The cave is owned by the Nature 
Conservancy, whom we thank for its 
use. It is the winter hibernation 
site for thousands of New England 
bats, including the endangered Indiana 
Bat. For this reason the cave is 
closed and gated from 1 September to 
30 April. We saw quite a few bats in 
the cave, many hanging, sleeping, and 
some flying. We had a good lunch, 
after which we had an uneventful 
return . 



INTERSECTIONAL 

22-30 August 1987 

To give something of the flavor of 
this year’s Intersectional , here are 
some of the activities: an excursion 

to the Morgan Horse Farm, a work 
party, GMC narrated slide shows on 
above-treeline vegetation, caving at 
Nickwacket and the Pittsford Ice 
Caves, bingo, a hike from Chittenden 
Brook Trail to Brandon Gap (4.5 mi.), 
Ben Rose’s program on the Catamount 
Trail, a hike from Sherburne Pass to 
Notown, a square dance called by Gar- 
land Withers, an excursion to the 
Billings Farm Museum in Woodstock, a 
hike to the new Skyline Lodge, and, of 
course, the Famous Intersectional Auc- 
tion . 

The Killington Section's own Ray 
Catozzi led a hike up Snake Mountain 
in Addison. Ray says the road was 
being abused by vehicles, but that the 
spectacular view over Addison County, 
Lake Champlain, and the Adirondacks 
made the trip a great success. 


Letter to the Editor 

Roma Pulling’s piece, "Winners," in 
the April-June issue invited readers 
to point out omissions in the list of 
Killington Section end-to-enders . I 
thought you all might be interested to 
know that I am the proud holder of 
End-to-End certificate number 1492. I 
have enclosed a copy of the report I 
submitted to the main club committee. 

I look forward to each issue of S&B 
and always enjoy reading it. After 
all these years there are only a few 
of you for whom I can connect a face 
with the name, but I can relate to al- 
most all the outing reports. Keep up 
the good work. 


Happy hiking, 

Bob Perkins 

481 2 Lebanon Road 

Charlotte NC 28212 



KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERS, 1987 
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Badger, Robert I. 

Barber, David & Audrey 
Bohlin, Carol 
Cahee, Hedrick R. 

Carey, Rob, Sue & Mara 
Carman, G. Ann 
Catozzi, Raymond 
Cavnes, Max P. 

Chapman, Carol 
Congdon, Audrey C. 

Conlon, Diana & George 
Coppock, Dave & Clara 
Crowley, Rose 
Crowther, Jack & Susan 
Curtin, Jane 
Cyrs, Norman R. 

Dansereau, Nathan 
Darling, Alan N. 

Davies, Jean 
Dolzani, Robert 
Dicton, Joe, Sr. 

Donahue, Bernie 
Dudley, Jane T. 

Dube, Janet & Raymond 
Farrell, T.W./Keaney, M.S. 
Charland, Rachel W. 

Fleetham, Robert & Mary 
Florczak, Benjamin 
Frink, Helen E. 

Frink, James 
Gibbud, Ruth G. 

Griffin, James E. 

Harrington, Jonathan 
Hawley, Irene, Ira & Lorraine 
Heisman, Nancy J. 

Herbert, James C. 

Hickey, Margaret & Neil 
Highnite, Carol 
Howard, John K. 

Hughes, John & Emma 
Keller, Patrick & Normandie 
Kinkelaar, Rita 
Kirk, Dorothy 
Kittner, Robert & Nance 
Krasner, Linda & David 
Laird, Olga 
LaPenna, Nina 
Lemire, James F. 

Lubinsky, Peter 
Manney, Marie B. 

Martin, John & Janet 
Massey, James 
Mausolff, Anne 
Maxim, Karen 
McNeil, Mary 


1704 Lark Lane, Blacksburg VA 24060 

16 Ballou Road, Hopedale MA 01747 

RFD 1, Box 433, Wallingford VT 05773 

179 Union St., Springfield VT 05136 

RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 

RFD 1, Rt. 73, Sudbury VT 05733 

103 Bellevue Ave . , Rutland VT 05701 

Box 69, Wells VT 05774 

101 Brookes Ave., Burlington VT 05401 

P.0. Box 190, Wallingford VT 05773 

RFD 2, Sunset Drive, Rutland VT 05701 

126 Grove St., Apt. 12, Rutland VT 05701 

Dale Road, Weston VT 05161 

249 Lincoln Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

P.0. Box 577, Mendon VT 05701 

131 Commonwealth Ave., Springfield VT 05156 

RFD 1, Box 66F, Danby VT 05739 

29 North St., Rutland VT 05701 

Camp Betsy Cox, Pittsford VT 05763 

89 Barlow Place, Fairfield CT 06430 

RFD 1, Sugarwood Hill Road, Rutland VT 05701 

50 Edgerton Road, Rutland VT 05701 

CSC #277, 10 Elm St., Castleton VT 05735 

RFD 3, Box 7935, Rutland VT 05701 

509 Stuyvesant Ave., Rutherford NJ 07070 

7 Church St., Apt. 302, Laconia NH 03246 

P.0. Box 95, Rochester VT 05767 

P.0. Box 446, Cavendish VT 05142 

10 Elm St., Randolph VT 05060 

60 Litchfield Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

Drake Road, Bomoseen VT 05732 

81 Lincoln Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

2 North Quaker St., Granville NY 12832 

RFD 3, Woodstock Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

101 Dorr Drive, Rutland VT 05701 

Green Mt . College, Box 462, Poultney VT 05764 

33 South St., Proctor VT 05765 

62 Ives Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

10598 Jason Court, Columbia MD 21044 

18 Ronaldo Court, Rutland VT 05701 

P.0. Box 1013, Castleton VT 05735 

Grove Terrace, Brattleboro VT 05301 

Eden Park Nursing Home, Rutland VT 05701 

Centerville Road, East Wallingford VT 05742 

Star Route, Bomoseen VT 05732 

RFD 3, Box 4836, Chasanna Dr., Rutland VT 05701 

16 Garden St., Proctor VT 05765 

39 West St., Lebanon NH 03766 

52 Buttonwood Drive, Hollis NH 03049 

205 Lincoln Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

7 Curtis Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

P.0. Box 189, Ludlow VT 05149 

RFD 1, Chester VT 05143 

86 Cranbury Road, Princeton Jet., NJ 08550 
27 Grape St., Fair Haven VT 05743 
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Newton, Doris 
Nuffort, John W. 

Ogden, Herbert G. , Jr. 
Olson, Judith 
Parker, Shirley 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Pellerin, Linda L. 
Perkins, Craigue S. 
Perkins, Robert & Thelma 
Perkins, Vera R. 

Pulling, Roma & A1 
Pulling, Steve 
Putnam, Betsy 
Reno, Rebecca S. 

Rogers, Harold & Alberta 
Rogers, W.& B./Gartlein, 
Russell, Ellen 
Ruvera, Sandra J. 

Sawyer, Brian 
Schmidt, Carl & Nancy 


26 Boutwell Rd. , Andover MA 01810 
453 Victor Way, Wyckoff NJ 07481 
4 Emmett Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
P.0. Box 121, Pittsford VT 05763 
P.0. Box 194, Wallingford VT 05773 
62 Ormsbee Ave., Proctor VT 05765 
79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 
SR#34 , Box 2162, Rutland VT 05701 
4812 Lebanon Road, Charlotte NC 28212 
242 South Main St., Rutland VT 05701 
RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland VT 05701 
Post Road, Rutland VT 05701 
75 Vernon St., Rutland VT 05701 
177 Baxter St., Rutland VT 05701 
38 Kendall Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
47 Terrill St., Rutland 
21 A Ventura Green, LCCR, 

258 Dorr Drive, Rutland 
RFD 2, West Proctor Road, Proctor 
1651 Clayborn Circle, Cincinnati 


VT 05701 
N. Providence 
VT 05701 

VT 
OH 


RI 02904 

05701 

45240 


Scott, W.C. & Virginia 

RFD 

3, Box 4869, Rutland 

VT 

05701 

Shellmer, Doris M. 

RFD 

2, Box 8649, Rutland 

VT 

05701 

Simonds, William, Jr. 

18 Terrace Hill, Proctor 

VT 

05765 

Snyder, Ann & Bill 

RFD 

1 , Fair Haven VT 05743 


Sugarman, Nancy 

199 

Mussey St., Rutland 

VT 

05701 


Taylor, Peter T. 

Thomas, Catherine 
Thomas , Sue 

Tumielewicz, William F. 
Valiquette, Thelma F. 
War dwell. Art & Evelyn 
Weston, Wilbur F. 

White, Doris G. 

Zeman, Carol 


45 Robert St., Clinton MA 05150 
4 Emmett Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
35 Burnham Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
123 Harrington Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
95 Killington Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
HCR 32, Box 160, Chittenden VT 05737 
RFD 1, Box 115-A, Holly Springs NC 27540 
RFD 2, Box 8604, Rutland VT 05701 
P.0. Box 6074, Rutland VT 05701 


Please send address corrections or omissions to: 


Dr. Wally Rogers 
Secretary-T reasurer 
Killington Section, G.M.C. 
47 Terrill Street 
Rutland VT 05701 


PROTECT THE LONG TRAIL - 
YOUR SUPPORT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!! 


THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC. 

P.O. Box 889, Montpelier, VT 05602 
(802) 223-3463 


I/We would like to pledge/contribute to the Long Trail 
Protection Fund: 

Name(s) 



□ 265 Mile Club $1,000 + 

□ Guardian $250-$999 

□ Protector $100-$249 

□ Friend $25-$99 


□ Enclosed is my contribution of 

$ 

□ Enclosed is my first pledge payment of 

$ toward a 2, 3, 4, 5 

year pledge (circle one). 

□ MASTERCARD □ VISA 

CARD NO EXP DATE 


Address 


SIGNATURE 


MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB+ 
Fall 1987 Outing Schedule 


All trips leave from the park on South Main St. in Rutland just south of Koltonski Fire 
Station and Center St. Please bring lunch unless otherwise noted, wear sturdy water- 
resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are 
approximate; difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a 
trip, call your trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you 
ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT LEADER 

3 Oct . 
( Sat . ) 

12:30 p.m. FOLIAGE HIKE on old roads in Wallingford. 3 mi. easy. 

Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

4 Oct . 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 a.m. WORK PARTY staining Minerva Hinchey Shelter. 

Steve Pulling 773-6997, 775-3361 

10 Oct. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 a.m. NEW SKYLINE LODGE CELEBRATION LUNCHEON. Join the GMC Breadloaf 
Section for a potluck lunch at the newly constructed Skyline 
Lodge. Bring utensils and a dish to share. 4 mi. moderate. 
(Option to hike south on Long Trail and out Burnt Hill Trail, 

7.4 mi. moderate.) Roma Pulling 773-6997 

10 Oct. 

1 1 Oct . 

- * LAKE GEORGE CANOE TRIP with the GMC Burlington Section. *Call for 

(Sat. -Sun.) meeting place and information: Peter & Susan Alden 863-6585 

18 Oct. 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 a.m. NORTH POND, Chittenden. Beaver lodge, great views. 

6-8 mi. moderate. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

25 Oct. 
( Sun . ) 

1:00 p.m. HIGH POND, Brandon. Nature Conservancy preserve. 

3 mi. easy. Ira Hawley 775-4149 

31 Oct. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 a.m. BLUEBERRY LEDGES, Plymouth. 3-4 mi. moderate. 

Churchill Scott 775-1494 

7 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

8:00 a.m. SHREWSBURY SOUTH AND NORTH PEAKS. From Northam Picnic Area over 
Shrewsbury Peak Trail, LT, and Bucklin Trail to Wheelerville Road 
in Mendon. Herb Ogden (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368 

14 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

8:00 a.m. STATE MUSEUM, ALBANY, N.Y. Take a safe hunting season hike thru 
the exhibits on dinosaurs (charge), rocks, the Adirondacks, and 
Car pool from Main St. Park in Rutland. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

21 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

5:30 p.m. COVERED DISH SUPPER at Unitar ian-Universalist Church, West Street, 
Rutland. Bring utensils and a dish to share. Program. 

Roma Pulling 773-6997 

5 Dec . 
( Sat . ) 

3:30 p.m. MOONLIGHT HIKE to Greenwall Shelter, Wallingford. Bring a dish 

to share for a potluck and hike out by the light of the full moon. 

2 mi. moderate. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

13 Dec. 
( Sun . ) 

9:00 a.m. MYSTERY HIKE. 3-4 mi. moderate. 

Churchill Scott 775-1494 

18 Dec. 
(Wed. ) 

6:00 p.m. CHRISTMAS CAROLING in Rutland followed by hot drinks at Pullings. 

Roma Pulling 773-6997 

20 Dec. 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 a.m. TAMARACK NOTCH TO GOVERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER. 5 mi., moderate. 

Steve Pulling 773-6997, 775-3361 
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EARLY WORK PARTY 

by Roma Pulling 
30 May 1987 

[This report was submitted in time 
for the last issue but was mislaid in 
the transition from one editor to the 
other. Apologies to Roma! I though 
it might still be interesting, and, 
for any hibernophobics among us, a 
reminder that there are other seasons 
besides the current cold one. — Ed.] 

It was mostly sunny for the first of 
our Long Trial walk-throughs, which 
attracted ten workers. Dividing into 
teams of three or four, we covered the 
trail from Route 140 to Route 103 and 
the short section between the Upper 
and Lower Cold River Roads. Earlier, 
six people had completed Route 103 to 
Governor Clement Shelter, so that sec- 
tion was already in good shape. 

Attached with clippers and whips 
(until one of the latter fell apart!), 
the trail was cleared and widened 
while other people, wielding hand 
saws, removed blowdowns, and still 
others renewed blazing. A few large 
trees lying on the ground which can 
easily be stepped over were left 
there, helping to discourage ATVs. 

The trail between the Cold River 
Roads has some very wet places. 
Ditching and placement of rocks will 
be handled on a subsequent work 
detail. [Later in the summer, ditch- 
ing was done at the worst spot, per- 
haps 0.2 mi. south of the Upper Cold 
River Road. Because the soil there 
does not seem to let water percolate 
well, more work may be needed before 
we can banish this particular footbath 
in the wilderness. — Ed.] 


CLARENDON SHELTER REPAIR 

by A1 Pulling 
6 June 1987 

[This report was also submitted in 
time for the last issue but was mis- 
laid in the transition from one editor 
to the other. Apologies to A1 ! It is 
included for the benefit of those who 
haven’t visited Clarendon Shelter 
recently or considered what work was 
needed once the infamous squatter 
abandoned his suitcase there and left 
our shelter to its intended users. 
Our unwelcome tenant did some serious 
demolition. For photos of the work, 
see the Long Trail News . — Ed.] 

On the sixth of June, Steve and I 
went down to the lumberyard to get 
some material for the repair job at 
Clarendon Shelter. After arriving at 
the shelter, we found we had to have 
more material. 

Steve and I had Linda Pellerin and 
John and Emma Huges helping us to 
start with. Soon Sue Thomas showed 
up. The women did most of the spray- 
ing of the conservative (creosote) on 
the walls of the shelter. We also 
cleaned up the yard while Steve was in 
town getting more material. Sue and I 
tried to put the table back where in 
was. I had been removed from its 
usual place. 

After our lunch break, Rob Carey ar- 
rived with some liquid refreshments. 
Soon after Rob arrived, we finished up 
our project at the Clarendon Shelter. 

We then proceeded to the Lower Cold 
River Road and worked on some more wet 
spots . 

Thanks to all for your wonderful 
help ! 
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GLEN LAKE CANOE TRIP 

by Stephen Pulling 
5 September 1 987 

I think we had a near-record number 
of participants on this year's canoe 
trip. Glen Lake was an easy outing 
which might have brought out some more 
casual paddlers, but it is still nice 
to see this event growing in 
popularity. Last year’s twenty mile 
trip didn’t scare too many people 
away . 

September 5th was a near -perfect 
day for a fall canoe trip. The leaves 
were just starting to turn colors, the 
sky was a deep dark blue, and it was 
seasonably warm. Ve had no time 
schedule to meet, so the atmosphere 
was very low key and everyone just 
lazily paddled around Glen Lake’s 
surprisingly long perimeter. 

Some first time canoers were heard 
saying "No, paddle on the other side 
. . . why are we going in circles? . . . 
not so hard! ... what are you doing?" 
etc., etc. Some of the old experts 
were moving along almost effortlessly. 
Glen Lake is a great lake for this 
type of outing because there are only 
a few camps on one corner of the lake 
and all of the rest of the lake is to- 
tally undeveloped. 

A few hard core canoers headed up 
to Fern Lake after Glen Lake was com- 
pleted and did some more paddling, but 
it finally turned into a swimming 
party. I am one hard core canoer who 
thinks September 5th is too cold for 
swimming. Maybe I’m just soft. 

LEICESTER HOLLOW TO FALLS OF LANA 

by Linda Krasner 
12 September 1987 

Venit, vidit, vicit, dixit obliviscere 
author. — Ed. 


TABLED HIKE TO TABLE ROCK 

by Rob and Sue Carey 
20 September 1987 

This hike was supposed to go to 
Table Rock in Manchester, but it was 
another rainy, wet day and we were 
able to convince the only other two 
people who showed up (Linda Pellerin 


and Steve Pulling) to go to Little 
Rock Pond instead. 

We spotted one car at the end of 
the Homer Stone Brook Trail and drove 
around to the LT crossing on Forest 
Road 10. After we walked along the 
trail for a few hundred yards, Mara 
Carey got sick so the Careys turned 
back and Linda and Steve continued. 

By the time we got home Mara was 
feeling fine. Linda and Steve com- 
pleted the hike and came to our house 
for hot chocolate. 


WRINGIN’ (WET) IN THE RAIN 

by Sue Thomas 
26 September 1987 

I thought we might get away with 
having one dry Saturday on this day, 
for the sun even came out for a while 
in the early morning, but by the time 
we were on our way to Ripton to hike 
the Burnt Hill Trail the clouds had 
rolled in and it began to spit rain. 
By the time we got there it was rain- 
ing in earnest, but we stayed nice and 
dry as we drove back and forth looking 
for the trailhead. For once it wasn’t 
my fault. It turned out that due to a 
new housing development the trail had 
been moved quite a distance up the 
road since the last time any of us had 
been there, and the new sign had fal- 
len down. We never did find it. We 
finally just parked half the cars 
where we thought it ought to be and 
went on up to Middlebury Gap to begin 
the hike on the Long Trail. By then 
it was raining harder, but once we 
were in the trees it wasn’t too bad. 
(Or could it be that once we were 
soaked through it didn't matter any 
more? ! ) 

Once up on the ridge, we came upon 
several overlooks that offered par- 
ticularly nice views of the insides of 
clouds, but nevertheless the mood was 
jovial, and not long after that the 
rain stopped and small patches of blue 
sky could be seen. We reached the top 
of the Burnt Hill trail and started 
down carefully, as it was pretty 
steep, not to mention wet and slimy. 
We emerged from the woods not far from 
where we’d parked — good guess! We 
must have lingered a little too long 
patting ourselves on the back however, 
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because just before we reached the 
cars it began to POUR. We were all 
soaked to the skin in no time flat and 
reached a unanimous decision to skip 
the planned cookout at Texas Falls. 

Several of us drove over there to 
find the Careys, who had come to meet 
us for the cookout. They had missed 
the rain completely and were surprised 
at our sodden state. Roma offered to 
move the cookout to her kitchen, so a 
few of us had our hot dogs there, 
though most decided that home and dry 
clothes were more appealing. 

Thanks to Roma for her warm dry 
kitchen, and also to the whole group 
for making the trip so much fun in 
spite of the ... "dampness." I heard 
not a single complaint, and I think it 
was one of the nicest groups I’ve led. 
Thanks for being good sports! 


WORK WITH THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

The main Club is now accepting ap- 
plications for shelter Caretakers, 
Ranger-Naturalists, and Long Trail 
Patrol (trail crew) for the 1988 

season. Also needed are two Head 
Ranger-Naturalists, two Long Trail 
Patrol Crew Bosses, and two Super- 
visors for a volunteer trail crew. 
For further information and applica- 
tion forms, contact: 

Ray Auger, Field Supervisor 
Green Mountain Club 
P. 0. Box 889 
Montpelier VT 05602 

Tel. (802) 223-3463 

Paid application deadline is 31 March 
1988. A wide variety of volunteer 
positions are also available. There 
is no deadline for these: please write 
for information. 



OLD ROADS IN WALLINGFORD 
by Rob and Sue Carey 
3 October 1987 

Scouting out this hike was an ad- 
venture. We had a reproduction from 
Ai.,1 a s (1869 ) and some 
topographic maps showing that you can 
get from here to there using old town 
roads, but were we on the right old 
roads? 

We drove up Kent Farm Road in Wal- 
lingford as far as possible. From 
there we walked past Kent farm on a 
road that looked like a former town 
road. It had stone walls on both 
sides, but it fizzled out after half a 
mile. We followed another road that 
ended at an old cellar hole half 
filled with water. They obviously had 
problems with a wet basement. 

After that false start we returned 
to the car and went to Greendale Road. 
We walked along an old road, past 
abandoned apple orchards. This path 
looked much more promising because 
someone had recently cleared it with a 
brush cutter, but we still weren’t 
sure that we were heading in the right 
direction. At one junction we thought 
about turning back, but we decided to 
push on because it had to come out 
somewhere. We were glad that it did 
because it ended on Kent Farm Road. 

Later we made a connection between 
Kent Farm Road and Greendale Road. 
This completed a three mile loop just 
as it showed on the map. 

The day of the hike was rainy but 
it stopped raining before the hike. 
The Hawleys and Linda Pellerin met us 
in Wallingford. Along the trail we 
came upon piles of ground up apples. 
Ira said that these were made by bears 
gorging themselves on apples until 
they couldn’t eat any more. Then they 
would vomit and gorge again. 

Also along the way, Ira introduced 
us to spruce gum. When a branch from 
a spruce tree falls off, sap flows out 
and hardens. You pick the hard sap 
and chew it until it turns into gum. 
It has a strong sprucy flavor at first 
but it ends up becoming a gum with 
just a hint of spruce and is very 
good. 

We ended the hike at the cars, glad 
that we hadn’t let cloudy weather stop 
us . 
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Please send material for Smoke & 
Blazes to Herbert Ogden, Editor at: 

4 Emmett Avenue 
Rutland, Vermont 05701 
or leave at: 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford 
110 Merchants Row, Rutland 

Next copy deadline is 4 March 1988. 


THANKS, MR. WEATHERMAN! 

by Stephen Pulling 
4 October 1 987 

Who remembers the fourth of October, 
1987? It sure was a double disaster 
day for the Killington Section trails 
and shelters. For that matter, it was 
disastrous for most of southern Ver- 
mont. Just ask Central Vermont Public 
Service and their customers how they 
would describe that day. When you 
look at it from their eyes, I guess we 
had only sort of a bad day on the Kil- 
lington Section trails and shelters. 

We had scheduled a work party at 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter to treat the 
wood with preservative on the fateful 
day. I spent a lot of the Section’s 
money on the stuff and was hoping to 
apply it. But, as you remember, it 
was pouring rain that morning. Our 
work party was postponed until spring. 

As the day grew older, we got 
colder. Temperatures fell and the 
rain turned to wet, heavy snow, seven 
inches of it. You can all guess what 
wet, heavy snow does to trees already 
laden with leaves. Right! We had 
trees and limbs down over the trail 
everywhere . 

I pushed the panic button and got 
immediate results. People were coming 
from all over to help clear trail. 
Once again "Old Faithful" Ira Hawley 
and family did most of the work. He 
encountered the worst section of our 
trail and singlehandedly opened it up. 
We also had two unscheduled work 
parties to finish up what Ira didn’t 
cover . 

Many regular faces showed up with 
axes, saws and pruning shears to 
tackle the storm-damaged trees. We 
also had quite a few eager new faces 
come along. I’m at a loss for words 
here because I can’t describe how much 
I appreciate all of you super people’s 
support. THANKS! 


NEW SKYLINE LODGE 

by Roma Pulling 
10 October 1987 

Picture a lovely little pond sur- 
rounded by forest, miles from paved 
roads and the confusion of modern 
life. Then add a small log cabin 
gleaming with freshly-peeled logs on 
the shore of the pond, and you have 
the new Skyline Lodge in its idyllic 
setting. 

Nine Killington Section members 
hiked up the Skylight Pond Trail to 
the lodge for a "celebration" hosted 
by the Breadloaf Section. The trail 
has been relocated in part since I was 
there, eliminating a scramble over a 
ledgy area. It would have been quite 
pleasant except that, like everything 
else lately, it was muddy. 

At mid-day our two sections and a 
few Burlington Section members enjoyed 
pot luck with a wide variety of delec- 
table foods. Sue Thomas toted the 
Killington Section coffee pot in, and 
it was a big hit with the Breadloaf 
and Burlington people. Of course it’s 
always a big hit with us. Thanks, 
Sue. 

Several people helped add a few 
finishing touches to the construction, 
after which we returned to our cars at 
Steam Mill Clearing. 

This was a very delightful outing 
and one I had been looking forward to 
ever since I was discouraged from 
taking part in a similar hike at the 
Intersectional because of rain. 


COLUMBUS DAY IN CANOES 

by Carol Chapman 
10-12 October 1987 

After the early October snowstorm, 
I guess the rest of you Killington 
Section members decided that canoe 
camping on Columbus Day weekend wasn’t 
your cup of tea. Now living in sub- 
tropical northern Vermont, where we 
missed the storm, I decided to risk 
it. 

Six of us from the Burlington and 
Killington Sections and the Northern 
Vermont Canoe Cruisers headed out for 
Lake George on a cold but sunny Oc- 
tober 10th. The foliage was beautiful 
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as we paddled about nine miles to our 
campsite on one of the Mother Bunch 
islands. Numerous flocks of Canada 
geese honked their greetings as they 
passed high overhead on their journey 
south . 

Settled in at camp, we put a large 
tarp over a tent platform just in case 
it should rain. A pair of rather tame 
mallards dropped by for afternoon tea. 
A raccoon print on the tent platform 
forewarned us that we should hang all 
our food, which we did conscien- 
tiously. The raccoon never did put in 
an appearance, but an impish chipmunk 
raided us whenever we weren’t looking. 

Sunday morning’s cold drizzle made 
us thankful the tarp was up. After a 
breakfast of hot pancakes we were for- 
tified and ready to paddle across to 
Tongue Mountain. It had snowed on the 
mountains surrounding the lake and we 
headed up a snow covered trail with 
brightly-colored leaves above. After 
a couple hours of climbing, the con- 
sensus was we were too wet and cold to 
really care about making it to the 
summit, so we headed back to the 
canoes for a stiff paddle back across 
the lake. 

Ve escaped hypothermia by climbing 
into our sleeping bags with a cup of 
hot soup. By evening it had stopped 
raining and we enjoyed a fine meal and 
the warmth of a blazing campfire. 

Columbus Day dawned bright and sunny 
with a mist rising from the lake. 
Even the wind cooperated on our paddle 
north to The Hague where we had left 
our cars. 

My only regret was that no other 
Killington Section members had been 
along to share in the beauty and fun 
of the weekend. 


NORTH POND, CHITTENDEN 
(WITHOUT GETTING LOST) 

by Sue Thomas 
18 October 1987 

Five of us started off for Chitten- 
den for a long hike to North Pond via 
a route I had discovered earlier in 
the year. We parked at Mountain Top 
Inn and hiked up to the end of the 
logging road, where we stopped for a 
short rest on a pile of logs thought- 
fully left for us by the loggers. 


While we were there, a man drove up 
and asked where we were headed. When 
I told him, he seemed surprised and 
said "Wow, you’ve got an awfully long 
hike ahead of you!" which didn’t cheer 
up the troops any, since we had al- 
ready come several miles. I applied 
candy corn to relieve everyone, and we 
set off again, through the inevitable 
muddy mess that logging creates. Soon 
we began to climb steeply but were 
rewarded with views of the Chittenden 
Reservoir. After climbing up through 
a clearcut area (ugly, but it did 
provide better views of the reservoir 
and our distant starting point), we 
headed into the woods and continued to 
climb along a stream. 

We passed an intersection with the 
Long Trail, which had been so obscured 
by leaves when I was there in the sum- 
mer that I hadn’t even seen it. 




We took a late lunch and didn't 
linger long since it looked like rain. 
The group elected not to repeat my 
earlier hike by going on to Pittsfield 
(I had been looking for a shortcut 
back -- oops! ) so we headed back the 
way we had come . The sun came out as 
we were making our way back, and by 
the time we reached the Inn it had be- 
come a nice sunny afternoon, so we sat 
on the curb to watch a roller-skiing 
demonstration, which was an unusual 
but interesting end to a long hike. 


5 


HIGH POND, BRANDON 

by Ira Hawley 
25 October 1987 

Perhaps some of you remember the 
poem "October’s Bright Blue Weather" 
we used to read in grade school. If 
so, the bright blue sky today was a 
reminder of that poem. The varying 
ages of the 32 hikers is proof of the 
popularity of these afternoon fall 
hikes. The good group that assembled 
at the park was joined by two addi- 
tional hikers in Brandon. Nice to see 
you again, Carol and Rachel. 

After we left Brandon our vehicles 
made plenty of noise as we rumbled 
across the temporary Dean Bridge. The 
double waterfall on the Bressee Mill 
brook was observed as we proceeded to 
the High Pond Farm to start our walk. 
We want to thank John and Coliene 
Landrigan for providing parking space. 

It was a pretty walk across the 
large green field past Walker Pond 
into the wooded area. Ash, maple, 
oak, cherry, and large white pine 
trees were seen. High Pond is a 
clean, serene, nearly weedless body of 
water situated in a pocket-like set- 
ting with three major hills surround- 
ing it. 

Seems good to see no man-made struc- 
tures on the shoreline. A sharp cool 
breeze discouraged our group from 
staying. We returned to our cars by 
the same pretty route. 

BLUEBERRY LEDGES, PLYMOUTH 

by W. Churchill Scott 
31 October 1987 

For many years while traveling Route 
100-A, I noticed a series of ledges 
stand out among the evergreens. So a 
mystery hike was planned there this 
fall. But when Sue called to ask if I 
could fill in a vacant spot, this had 
to be changed to a non-mystery outing. 

A good day saw about eight of us 
ready to go. Thank goodness we found 
a bridge over Pinney Hollow Brook. 
Then, climbing up a lumber road 
steeply in spots, we came to the end. 

It was good to have Olga with us, 
for leaning a bit closer to the ledges 
she found an easy opening for us to 
climb to the summit. 


Raymond found at least three look- 
off points for good views to the west, 
north, and south along Route 100-A. A 
long strand of TV cable was found, the 
remains of a TV antenna system spotted 
over twelve years ago when the leader 
first climbed up the Blueberry Ledges. 

After lunch and the usual discus- 
sion of which ski trail was which and 
likewise mountains, we headed for home 
talking all the way about walking an 
alternate route via the Coolidge State 
Park next time. 


KILLINGTON CARRIAGE ROAD 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

7 November 1 987 

This hike had to be rerouted be- 
cause of early snow. Not on the 
trail, on the road . Three Killington 
Section members and an intrepid guest 
from Hampton, N.Y. met early, but not 
all that bright (the weather seemed 
unsettled) for what was billed as a 
difficult Parker’s Gore hike. We 
meant to go from the Northam picnic 
area over the Shrewsbury Peaks on the 
Shrewsbury Peak Trail, north on the 
Long Trail to Cooper Lodge, and then 
west on the Bucklin Trail to Brewers 
Corners on the Wheelerville Road. 
Despite a little snow in Rutland and 
reports of more in the mountains, and 
despite news that blowdowns made the 
Shrewsbury Peak Trail slow going from 
the South Peak to the Long Trail, we 
were ready to press on through 
Parker’s Gore, and more. After spot- 
ting a car at Brewers Corners, we 
drove on to the start of the hike, en- 
couraged by the clearing weather. 

The road from Route 100 to Northam 
was our downfall — or, more 
precisely, our downslide. Even a Saab 
with snow tires couldn’t make it up 
the grade with some 4" of snow and a 
little sleet underneath that. After 
backing down about 1/4 mile to Route 
100, we headed back to Brewers Cor- 
ners. So far, the only exercise on 
this "difficult" outing had been of 
the leader /dr iver ’ s neck muscles, 
craning around for a view out the rear 
window of his car. 

To gain some variety, we decided to 
ascend Killington via the 19th century 
carriage road that once led to a hotel 
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below Cooper Lodge. We remembered to 
bear left where the more-traveled road 
leads right to Stovepipe City and the 
flank of Mendon Peak, and took some 
good photos from the clearing there. 
But logging in the last two years 
obscured a later left turn, and only 
several hundred feet of bushwhacking 
brought us back onto the old road at 
the crest of the ridge. 

While on our detour, we passed a 
hunter cradling a chipmunk he had 
found dead in the snow. It seemed the 
little fellow hadn’t been able to find 
his burrow before he froze to death. 
Farther up, small animal tracks ac- 
tually grew more numerous (or were 
they just slow to get up on a cold 
morning?), and we also saw tracks of 
deer and possibly other large animals. 



Although the old carriage road is 
not maintained as a hiking trail, it 
was very easy going for most of the 
way, thanks to someone who recently 
chainsawed many new and old blowdowns 
out of the way. Unfortunately, our 


unknown benefactor seems to have run 
out of gas about 1/3 mile short of 
Cooper Lodge. This has been the worst 
section for at least the last twenty 
years, anyway. Squeezing between 
snow-laden evergreens, scrunching un- 
der mammoth blowdowns, and slithering 
over fallen tree trunks, we all at- 
tracted quite a lot of snow to our- 
selves by the time we broke out onto 
the Bucklin Trail some 150’ south of 
the Cooper Lodge spring. 

The view of the Adirondacks from 
Cooper was unusually clear, but we did 
not tarry long over lunch. The 

screens on Cooper’s windows did little 
to keep out a brisk west wind, and, 
with our pants wet and icy, we decided 
to get moving again soon. 

The Bucklin Trail was a visual 
treat with snow on the ground and 
leaves off the trees. Views of Pico 
were superb, and, lower down, Brewers 
Brook made a scenic companion for us. 
To be sure, the brook crossings were 
tricky. Going a little upstream at 
the upper crossing helped. Despite 
fairly high water, nobody got wet 
feet. The two other hikers that we 
met also avoided slipping in, at least 
on their way up. As for other trail 
conditions, my robin’s egg blue blazes 
really are becoming, don’t you have to 
admit. Sue? Besides, they’re a darn 
sight easier to find than a dark blue 
blaze on a black cherry tree. 

Our entire loop trip plus lunch 
took only about 4 1/2 hours. If the 
old carriage road were cleared the 
rest of the way to the top, our route 
would make a nice loop for even a 
fairly sedate day hiker in summer. 

As for the originally-planned 
Parker’s Gore route, we'll try a sum- 
mer rescheduling. A number of people 
have expressed interest in touring the 
seldom-used link from Shrewsbury South 
Peak to the Long Trail. 

HIKING WITH THE DINOSAURS 

by Sue Thomas 
14 November 1987 

Deciding that we were probably 
safer with stomping, roaring twenty 
foot tall dinosaurs than out in the 
woods during hunting seaon, I planned 
a trip to the New York State Museum in 
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Albany for 14 November. 

Fifteen people gathered at the 
park, which surprised me, what with my 
reputation for getting lost, but we 
all managed to find Albany, and better 
yet, the museum. We were met inside 
by the roars of the dinosaurs, which 
could be heard throughout the build- 
ing, and most of us decided to start 
with them. There were six, most half 
or three-quarters actual size, made of 
a pliable plastic or rubber and 
computer-operated to move and sound 
the way scientists think they moved 
and sounded — I’ll take their word 
for it! By the time I left that ex- 
hibit I had lost everyone and didn’t 
see a familiar face till we all as- 
sembled for lunch at the cafeteria. 

In addition to the dinosaur ex- 
hibit, which is temporary, the museum 
had an extensive bird collection, an 
Adirondack exhibit, gems and minerals, 
Indian artifacts, fire engines, and a 
large exhibit on New York City which 
includes reconstructions of the 
colonial waterfront, a fancy 
Victor ian-era restaurant, a sweatshop, 
lots of information on immigrants, 
early settlements, and a real subway 
car. I heard someone say when they 
came out of the car that the smell was 
duplicated, but I have as much ex- 
perience with New York subways as I 
have with dinosaurs, so I couldn’t 
say. 

The most surprising thing I saw, 
however, was my grandmother. No, 
she's not quite a museum piece yet, 
but my uncle was visiting from 
California and they decided to 
surprise me. It worked. She turned 
87 the next day, and was not any more 
enthusiastic about the dinosaurs than 
Mara, who elected not to go any fur- 
ther than the first stegosaurus. 

Everyone assembled at 3:00, some 
headed home, and the rest of us went 
across the street to the observation 
deck in the tower. Despite our 

mountain-climbing prowess we decided 
to take the elevator to the 22nd 
floor, where they have thoughtfully 
provided coin-operated magnifying 
viewers so that you can look in the 
windows of the Governor’s Mansion 
below. Instead, we watched the Careys 
packing their car on one side, and ice 
skaters on the mall on the other. I 


think everyone found something to in- 
terest than and had a good time, but 
I’m sure we were all glad to leave the 
city traffic, screaming dinosaurs and 
billboards behind and return to Ver- 
mont . 


COVERED DISH SUPPER 

by Roma Pulling 
21 November 1987 

Some Killington Section members 
with Scottish ancestry raised an ob- 
jection to renting space for the 
covered dish supper if it could be ob- 
tained free, and that resulted in the 
switch to this reporter’s home. We 
sincerely hope it wasn’t an incon- 
venience to anyone. All 27 diners had 
a chance to sit down, the variety of 
hot dishes was astounding, and it was 
W-A-R-M! The significance of that 
will be lost on people who haven’t at- 
tended out suppers in the past where 
the temperature ranged from freezing 
to absolute zero. 

Supper was followed by color slides 
on hiking in Germany, shared with us 
by Herb Ogden. We found the contrast 
with our own hiking trails to be in- 
teresting. Many of the German trails, 
and many of the hikers, seemed better 
groomed than ours. In one slide a 
fellow was out for a five mile hike in 
a topcoat and tie. The huts appeared 
to be larger and provided snacks for 
hikers . 

We are now looking for a hall, free 
of charge if possible, for next year’s 
supper. Anyone with suggestions is 
asked to call either Sue Thomas at 
773-2185 or Sue Carey at 446-2830. 

FOUND AFTER THE COVERED DISH SUPPER: 

An aluminum lid that may fit a bun 
warmer, a stainless steel teaspoon, 
and a black button were left at the 
writer’s house after the supper. To 
claim, call Roma Pulling at 773-6997. 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW! Use the 
blank on the last page if you wish. 

Smoke 4 Blazes Staff 

Herb Ogden, Jr. Editor 

Sue Thomas Illustrator 

R. Pulling, W.C. & V. Scott, W. Rogers 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
Winter 1 988 Outing Schedule 


All trips leave from the park on South Main St. in Rutland just south of Koltonski Fire 
Station and Center St. Please bring lunch unless otherwise noted, wear sturdy water- 
resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are 
approximate; difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a 
trip, call your trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you 
ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 


10 Jan. 
( Sun . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

16 Jan. 
( Sat . ) 

9:30 

a.m. 

23 Jan. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

31 Jan. 
( Sun . ) 

12:00 

noon 

6 Feb. 
( Sat . ) 

1 : 00 

p .m. 

14 Feb. 
( Sun . ) 

1 : 00 

p . m . 

20 Feb. 
(Sat . ) 

10:00 

a.m . 

28 Feb. 
( Sun . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

1 Mar. 
(Tue. ) 

7:00 

p .in. 

5-6 Mar 
( Sat . - 

* 

Sun. ) 


13 Mar. 
( Sun . ) 

9:30 

a.m. 

19 Mar. 
(Sat. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

27 Mar. 

2:00 

p .m. 


( Sun . ) 


DESTINATION OR EVENT LEADER 


LILY POND, Bomoseen. X-C ski or snowshoe. 3 mi. moderate. 

Linda Krasner 265-8310 

TEXAS GAP, Hancock. X-C ski or snowshoe (no walking if snow is 
deep). 6 mi. moderate. Herb Ogden (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368 

PROSPECT ROCK, Manchester. Walk or snowshoe. 4 mi. moderate. 

Roma & A1 Pulling 773-6997 

MYSTERY HIKE. Snowshoes only (not suitable for skis). 

Steve Pulling 773-6997, 775-3361 

MYSTERY HIKE. Ski or snowshoe. 2-3 mi. 

Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

SLEDDING PARTY, S. Wallingford. Bring sled or toboggan for an af- 
ternoon of fun, followed by hot drinks. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

CROSS COUNTRY SKIING, 3-4 mi. moderate. 

Churchill Scott 775-1494 

SOUTH GOSHEN. Ski or snowshoe. 8 mi. difficult. 

Herb Ogden (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368 

SCHEDULING MEETING. Have an idea for a hike, bike trip, canoeing, 
whatever? Come help us plan our spring outing schedule. 

Meet at 35 Burnham Avenue, Rutland. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

ADIRONDACK WEEKEND, Minerva. Skiing, snowshoeing, ice skating. 
•Call for details. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

GREAT ROARING BROOK ROAD, Shrewsbury to Plymouth. 2 mi. easy. 

Bernie Donahue 773-7462 

SNAKE MOUNTAIN, Addison. View of Lake Champlain and Adirondacks. 

4 mi. moderate. Steve Pulling 773-6997, 775-3361 

SUGAR ON SNOW. Join us for a traditional New England sign of 
spring. Unitar ian-Universalist Church, West St., Rutland. Fee 
charged. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 775-3361 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, 47 Terrill St., Rutland VT 05701 773-9208 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quar- 
terly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work 
parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at 
most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help 
maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) 
and throughout the Long Trail s/stem in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1 .00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to 

the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 

*If you first joined the Killington Section during 1987, the month of joining 
is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first part of 
the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month number; 
Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT FOR 1988 TO: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
47 Terrill Street 
Rutland, Vermont 05701 


FROM: 

Killington Section, G.M.C. 
Wally Rogers, Sec. - Treas. 
47 Terrill St. 

Rutland VT 05701 


TO: 



.^jSmofee Blades . 
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MOONLIGHT HIKE TO GREENVALL SHELTER 

by Sue Carey 
5 December 1 987 

The moon on the breast of the 
new fallen snow gave a luster of 
midday to objects below. 

Clement C. Moore 

To add a little variety to our 
moonlight hikes, we started at 3:30 
and had a potluck supper. We began 
hiking from the end of the Butterworth 
Road in Wallingford. Following the LT 
south for about a mile, we arrived at 
the well-maintained Greenwall Shelter. 

After starting a fire, we ate sup- 
per. The picnic table was coated with 
ice and anything put on it would slide 
away. That was fine if you sat at the 
right place, because all the food 
would come to you. 

The Careys left right after dinner, 
but the rest stayed to socialize 
around the fire. When I mentioned to 
some people that we had a picnic on 
December 5, they thought I was nuts, 
but they didn’t know what they were 
missing. 


MYSTERY HIKE 

by W. Churchill Scott 
13 December 1987 

In the middle of December a small 
group of Killington Section members 
began another mystery hike. The 

leader was concerned that one hiker 
wore low cut pacs in spite of the snow 
and sloppy going. Fortunately not 
once did she go over her shoes. 

Our walk started up the trail north 
from Route 103, visiting the original 


cellar hole of Jonathan and Mary Bul- 
lard from the early 1800’s, located 
just off the Crown Point Military 
Road. Continuing on the Ezra Oliver 
Road, we passed Clarendon Shelter, 
finally arriving at the Bullard family 
second home. This large farm had a 
good sized cellar hole, two barn foun- 
dations, a mill site, and two millpond 
dams. The property was later pur- 
chased by the Adams family, the ances- 
tors of Ruth Fastman, Martha Adams, 
and Ellen Russell, all long-time mem- 
bers of the Killington Section. 

We had to bushwhack past a sugar 
house road to a family cemetary plot 
where Mr. and Mrs. Bullard are buried. 
Folklore has it that, as the coffin of 
Mrs. Bullard was being carried over 
the small brook, it slipped off the 
wagon right into the stream. 

Returning, we took a small detour 
to the top of a knoll where good views 
were had of the airport, Otter Creek 
valley, and the Taconics. Next stop 
was Clarendon Shelter, which seemed to 
be in good shape for next summer. 


SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS 

for you, if you don’t renew 
your Killington Section GMC 
membership. Yes, this is the 
LAST ISSUE 

you will receive if you don’t 
send in your 1988 dues soon. 

For your convenience, there’s a mem- 
bership application on page 1 O of this 
issue. Your address lebel tells you 
if Treasurer Wally Rogers has received 
your 1988 dues. If you don’t see an 
88 by your name , please send dues now! 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

by Roma Pulling 
18 December 1988 

Seventeen members and friends 
turned out for our second annual 
Christmas caroling evening, with ac- 
ceptable weather. We made visits to 
three nursing homes at the start, as 
bedtime comes early there, and 
proceeded to seven private homes. 
With a few exceptions, we sang for 
hikers who are no longer active. 
After our last stop on Woodstock 
Avenue, the group gathered at the 

reporter’s home for hot drinks in 
front of the fireplace. 

All but one of those to whom we 
caroled were happy to see us. This 
event gives us an opportunity to con- 
tact people who are unable to hike 
with us and let them know we are 
thinking of them. 


COME TO THE ANNUAL MEETING! 
Saturday 9 April, 7 p.m. 

CVPS, 77 Grove Street, Rutland 


TAMARACK NOTCH TO GOVERNOR CLEMENT 

by Steve Pulling 
20 December 1987 

The weatherman didn’t cooperate 
with us on December 20th. Four 
hikers, Carol, Bernie, Peter and I, 
had great intentions but fog, rain, 
and wet snow dampened our enthusiasm. 
Hiking in that kind of weather just 
isn’t fun. 

We started hiking at the Rousseau 
Camp and continued in a southeasterly 
direction following logging and woods 
roads. About two-thirds of the way to 
Gov. Clement Shelter the fog set in. 
Just past the tin shanty it started to 
rain and snow lightly. We stopped and 
had a unanimous vote to head back in- 
stead of getting wet and cold. 

The weatherman was playing games 
with us because about halfway back to 
Rousseau Camp it stopped raining and 
snowing. We took the opportunity to 
start a fire and eat lunch, later to 
be joined by some fourwheelers . For 
you that missed this attempt of a 
hike, it has been added to the Spring- 
Summer schedule by popular demand. 


LILY POND, BOMOSEEN 

by Linda Krasner 
10 January 1988 

The zero degree weather did not 
deter the dozen die-hards who decided 
to come on the Lily Pond cross-country 
trip despite the cold temperature. 
Carol Chapman drove down from Bur- 
lington to join us, and it was Peter’s 
first time on snowshoes. As most of 
the group cooked lunch below the 
frozen beaver dam. Sue Thomas skied 
her usual quick run around the pond 
before the snow turned to slush. 

We took a loop trail on the return 
trip which gave us the benefit of a 
long downhill run in a meadow. But 
this year there was a surprise: four 
electric fences which Jim Griffin, 
with his vast knowledge of 
electricity, helped us maneuver 
around. After not losing anyone to 
the fences, we next encountered the 
last pasture, containing a curious 
bull that obviously enjoyed watching 
skiers. After successfully skirting 
the bull, the skiers went back via the 
frozen Lake Bomoseen. 


TEXAS GAP, GRANVILLE 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

16 January 1988 

A fine, clear winter morning en- 
ticed a dozen GMCers and guests out 
for a hike/ski/snowshoe trip to one of 
Vermont’s more obscure gaps. Although 
it is 2159 feet up, Texas Gap is not a 
break in the main chain of the Green 
Mountains but rather a low place in a 
side chain that extends eastward from 
Battell Mountain north of Middlebury 
Gap. Long ago a public highway led 
from the Middlebury Gap Road in Han- 
cock north over Texas Gap into Gran- 
ville, and this was our outing route. 

Leaving our cars at the U. S. 
Forest Service parking lot north of 
Texas Falls, we were joined by Helen 
Pearson, the adopter of Sunrise Shel- 
ter. She told us we were lucky that 
there was no logging on the gap road 
this winter. Previous winters had 
seen the road scraped almost bare 
during logging, and your leader had an 
alternate route, the Hancock Branch 
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trail, in mind if the main route were 
no good. A group from Rochester was 
already enjoying the Hancock Branch 
trail when we arrived, in fact. 

Climbing up the Forest Service road 
along Texas Brook, we soon reached an 
almost level stretch where the main 
Texas settlement used to be, just 
above the school site. Ve lunched in 
a field just off the road with a good 
view to the south. Sitting back to 
back in a long line on the snow, we 
looked like the crew of a large 
traverse sled. Some of us felt as if 
we would slide downhill if we all 
picked up our feet! 

From our lunch stop to the top, the 
hikers had an easier time of it than 
the skiers. The wide USFS road soon 
ended, and huge waterbars followed. 
All enjoyed the climb up past an aban- 
doned orchard, however. 

Finding no view at Texas Gap it- 
self, two enterprising guests from 
Fair Haven followed a logging road a 
short way to the west and came upon a 
fine panorama from Mt. Boyce past Bat- 
tell to Breadloaf. As the logging 
road was neither tracked nor snow- 
mobiled, our lone snowshoer finally 
could wear rather than carry his foot- 
gear, while the hikers plowed through 
the deep snow and the skiers did their 
best to avoid a maze of brush. 

On the way down, the four skiers 
were a little faster, though getting 
down to our lunch spot was tricky. As 
we arrived at the bottom again, most 
of us walked over to Texas Falls to 
enjoy the spectacle of icy giant 
potholes at the end of a good day. 
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PROSPECT ROCK 

by Roma Pulling 
23 January 1988 

The eight people who went on this 
hike had good weather but icy trail 
conditions. We had no difficulty 
deciding on hiking instead of skiing 
or snowshoeing. Three wore ice 

creepers, and others probably wished 
they had. 

After picking up the Old Rootville 
Road outside Manchester Depot, we 
drove the mile or so that was plowed, 
and parked by a huge storage tank. 
Walking to the point where the road 
joins the Long Trail was risky, but no 
one fell. Walking down was the excit- 
ing part, but that was after lunch at 
the overlook with a view of Manchester 
and Mt. Equinox. We had no water for 
coffee, but the men built a fire for 
warmth and cheer . 



As we started back, people began to 
fall. Then someone had a great idea. 
Why not slide down? Those of us still 
on our feet had to keep looking over 
our shoulders to see if we were about 
to be mowed down by a hurtling body. 
A1 found he could gain good momentum 
sliding on the seat of his pants but 
regretted it later. Bernie had great 
luck sitting on a plastic bag. John 
had no luck with a palette found be- 
side the road but upstaged Bernie by 
cutting spruce boughs and using them 
as toboggans. Peter enjoyed this 
method, too. 

The fun came to an end when partway 
down we met a pickup truck going up 
the hill with tire chains that roughed 
up the ice and made further sliding 
impossible. Of course it did improve 
the walking, but we were puzzled about 
what the truck was doing there. The 
road dead ends where it joins the LT. 

We rounded out the day with a stop 
at Friendly’s for refreshments. 
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GLEN DAM 

by W. Churchill Scott 
20 February 1988 

Peter and the leader waited until 
9:10 a.m. for all the other fair 
weather hikers on a rather cloudy, 
showery day. At last we drove to 
Chasanna Drive, parked, and began our 
hike to Glen Dam. 

For lack of snow and because of 
mostly road walking, we thought it 
best to leave our cross-country skis 
behind. As we were going up the 
pipeline, the sprinkles soon stopped 
and the clouds broke away. After 
reaching the dam, we continued on a 
snowmobile path to the spot where a 
suspension bridge was located before 
the 1947 flood. 

On the way back we cut cross-lots 
by the road to the town ball field and 
the Drinkwaters’ horse corral. Soon 
the sun and blue sky made the trip en- 
joyable. 

Back at the house we had a good hot 
cup of coffee, passed the time of day 
and had a pleasant afternoon. We were 
small in number but enthusiastic about 
our next hike. 


BRANDON MOUNTAIN MYSTERY HIKE 

by Steve Pulling 
31 January 1988 

Yes folks, it’s true, I actually 
led a hike on Super Bowl Sunday! If 
you can remember correctly, January 
31st was a beautiful, warm, clear, 
sunny day perfect for a short after- 
noon hike. Most of the twelve hikers 
were seen taking off layers of cloth- 
ing and tieing them around their 
waists instead of adding layers as 
usually seen in January. 

Starting near the old grain mill in 
Leicester, we hiked south across about 
a mile of barren cornfields along Ot- 
ter Creek. For a brief few hundred 
yards we walked through a corner of 
the Brandon Swamp Wildlife Preserve 
although no wildlife was spotted. 
After leaving the swamp we found a 
woods road that meandered through some 
beautiful forest that you could see 
was once open fields because of the 
picket fences and young trees. 


After taking a left turn by the 
third young cedar and a second left by 
the big bull pine, we started the 
short, easy ascent of Brandon Moun- 
tain. From the summit we could see to 
the south and east: Leicester, Bran- 
don, Florence, Pittsford, Killington 
Mountain, Pico Peak, and Brandon Gap, 
along with many other physical fea- 
tures that weren’t identified but were 
discussed in great depth. 

We stayed at the summit for about 
an hour because of the perfect weather 
and spectacular views. After leaving 
the summit we hiked south for a very 
short distance to Route 73, where we 
had cars spotted. Great timing: I 

didn’t miss even one second of the Su- 
per Bowl ! 


MYSTERY HIKE IN DANBY 

by Rob Carey 
6 February 1 988 

Where’s a good place for a short 
afternoon winter hike? One answer is 
the Old County Road in Danby. Four 
skiers and four hikers started at the 
end of the plowed road in Danby. This 
spot is below the Imperial Marble 
Quarry. Years ago there was an in- 
clined railroad running from the 
quarry to the valley. It crossed the 
County Road here on an overpass, the 
abutments of which are still standing. 
The lower end is clearly visible near 
the Bradford Inn on Route 7. 

After a short, steep ascent the 
road leveled off to a moderate climb. 
As the sun dipped behind the hill a 
cool wind picked up, so I announced 
our hoped-for goal of the Natural 
Bridge. The skiers decided to con- 
tinue on a few minutes more, but 
turned around also when we reached the 
height of land with no sign of the 
spin* trail to the Bridge. We had 
reached an old power line mentioned in 
the guidebook, so we must have been 
close to the Natural Bridge. 

The return trip was fast for the 
skiers, who could have used a little 
more snow for control and to cover the 
rocks better. Perhaps we’ll schedule 
a summer hike to find the Natural 
Bridge and find out how close we were. 
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SLEDDING PARTY 

by Sue Carey 
1 4 February 1 988 

Several years ago we had a sledding 


party scheduled 

that 

turned 

out to 

be 

a slider’s nightmare 

• 

it 

was 

65 

de- 

grees, rainy. 

with 

no 

snow 

on 

the 

ground. No one 

came 

to 

the 

party. 


February 14 

, 1988 

had 

to 

be 

the 


complete opposite type of day. It was 
the best sliding day of the year! It 
was cool but not extremely cold, and 
the snow was gorgeous. Twelve people 
attended. 

The first few sled runs were slow, 
but as the course got packed the speed 
picked up. Several people had snow- 
shoes and used them to explore the 
wilds of West Wallingford. 



After sliding, we stood around out- 
side eating cookies and drinking hot 
chocolate until someone suggested that 
it might be more comfortable inside. 
So we ended the event sitting around a 
stove warming our toes. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

to the Carey family on the addition of 
a new hiker, Seth Alexander, born 
January 4. We understand that his 
Killington Section dues have already 
been submitted, and that he has at- 
tended a scheduling meeting, the sled- 
ding party, and a weekend trip to the 
Adirondacks. Good start! 

Sue Thomas 


SOUTH GOSHEN 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

28 February 1988 

Your leader didn’t expect a horde 
of hikers out for a winter trip that 
was billed as "8 mi. difficult," and 
his expectation was fully realized. 
Our group numbered only three. Still, 
we had enough fun to go around for at 
least a half-dozen people on this per- 
fect, sunny winter ski tour. 

The route to our trailhead was 
scenic. On the Furnace Brook Road 
north of Holden, a weird rock pinnacle 
rears up beside the road at one point 
in the narrow valley. We left our 
cars at the very end of the plowed 
road, near a house whose remoteness 
brought to mind the old saying "They 
live so far back, they’ve got to keep 
their own tomcat." (If you aren’t 
sure of the meaning, write a Letter to 
the Editor, preferably including your 
best guess at it.) 

We skied north on a former public 
road along Steam Mill Brook but didn't 
attempt to find the old steam sawmill 
site on a branch. Soon we left the 
main road that leads to the base of 
the Lookoff Mountain cliff and headed 
northwest past a camp with a great 
view down the valley. Following a 
snowmobile trail and an old road 
uphill, and carrying our skis most of 
the way, we reached the Middle Road 
just south of its highest point in 
Chittenden . 

Putting our skis back on after a 
very short walk to end end of the 
plowed road, we headed north through a 
beautiful, long notch. Where Lookoff 
Mountain towered over small ponds in 
the bottom of the notch, we lunched. 
Perhaps because we ate so much, the 
log we were sitting on readjusted it- 
self downward, much to our amusement. 

After skiing past a few old cellar- 
holes in Goshen, we reached plowed 
road and walked steeply down it to 
Goshen Four Corners. A short walk up 
the Brandon Gap Road took us to the 
Puss and Kill Road. The Catamount Ski 
Trail follows this road steeply up to 
the east of Lookoff Mountain, and so, 
perforce, did we. Even Ben Florczak, 
who could do wonders with his stubby, 
wide Trak Bushwhacker skis, thought 
skiing down that trail would be hard 
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work. Our guest Peter Cheng, who was 
on only his second ski tour, didn’t 
seem to want to even think about 
skiing down that. Nor did I! 

Passing a picturesque swamp at the 
crest, we skied (and occasionally 
walked) a sinuous, undulating trail 
through open woods. At that point, 
one of Peter’s skis decided to go ex- 
ploring on its own, but we caught it. 
Finally the Forest Service road, a ski 
and snowmobile superhighway, provided 
a fast, easy glide back to our cars 
for the end of a beautiful day in the 
wilds of north Chittenden and south 
Goshen . 

Our trip was enhanced by sighting 
numerous animal tracks. We think we 
spotted mice, partridge, rabbit, and 
bobcat, to name a few. 


THEY ATE TREES; 

WE PREFERRED LASAGNA & CHOCOLATE CAKE 

by Sue Thomas 
5-6 March 1988 

When it came time to plan our win- 
ter weekend this year, everyone seemed 
ready for a change. So when my friend 
Jean kindly offered the use of her 100 
year old farmhouse in the Adirondacks, 
I decided to teach her a lesson and 
accepted! 

We set off Saturday morning with 
eight Killington Section members, in- 
cluding our two youngest, Mara and 
Seth Carey, ages 2 1/2 years and 3 

months respectively. We were greeted 
at the farmhouse by Jean and her dog 
Rusty at around noontime, so after un- 
packing we polished off Jean’s 

homemade soup for lunch and hurried 

outside to enjoy the beautiful day. 
We couldn’t have been luckier with the 
weather. Both days were sunny and 
fairly warm, with loads of snow for 
skiing and snowshoeing. We went off 
in various directions. Jean and I 
skied across a beaver pond and circled 
around, noting lots of deer tracks. 

We saw several places where they had 
bounded what seemed like impossible 

distances, and also found lots of 
snowshoe hare tracks and those of 
various miscellaneous little critters. 

As we headed back to the house, we 
ran into Rob and Sue, taking advantage 


of Seth’s nap and willing babysitters 
to sneak off for a short ski. When we 
finally all got back to the house, it 
still seemed much too nice to sit in- 
doors, so some of us set off through 
the woods on skis and snowshoes to 
visit Uncle Clarence, who at 94 has 
just published his first book and 
loves to tell stories about the area 
and its inhabitants of past and 
present. He and his daughter enter- 
tained us in the kitchen til we had 
just enough daylight left for the trek 
home . 

Jean has a brand new Irish 
woodstove with an oven, which came in 
very handy for warming up our potluck 
feast -- meatballs and sauce from 
Linda, lasagna and garlic bread made 
by me, Jean’s carrot salad, and a 
wonderful chocolate cake from Roma. 
Which brings me back to the title in 
case you are wondering about it. The 
word "Adirondacks" derives from the 
IrOquois word "Ratirontacks , " a slur 
aimed at their neighbors the Algon- 
quins, literally meaning "those who 
eat bark" and intended as an insult to 
their hunting ability! No one could 
fault our hunting ability that 
weekend. The meals were so satisfac- 
tory that I didn’t catch anyone nib- 
bling on the trees. 

We spent a cozy evening around the 
woodstove in the lantern light, then 
settled in for the night, interrupted 
a couple times by an unhappy camper, 
but otherwise peaceful. Everyone was 
up early and ready for a hearty break- 
fast of pancakes with maple syrup and 
the Careys' home-grown mutton sausage. 
After Jean and I took a quick spin on 
our skis, we all set out for a walk up 
the ridge on a logging road. We came 
back in time to inspect a neighboring 
sugarhouse being readied for the boil- 
ing season. Back at the house, while 
the others had lunch and packed, Jean 
and I enjoyed the sunshine and the 
birds lunching at the feeders from the 
porch swing, unwilling to go inside 
til the final packing and sweeping was 
necessary. When it couldn’t be put 
off any longer , we said goodbye and 
thanked Jean and Rusty for their 
hospitality. She has written to me to 
tell everyone how much she enjoyed 
having us, and I’m sure I speak for 
all when I return the compliment. 
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In Memoriam: 

DOROTHY WYMAN KIRK 

by Janet P. Martin 

Many of us who knew Dorothy learned 
to appreciate her knowledge and inter- 
est in a wide variety of subjects. I 
first met her through her husband, 
George Kirk, a very long time member 
of the Killington Section. She shared 
with him an interest in the natural 
world. Her yard was full of plants 
they had rescued from road construc- 
tion projects. She loved to give 
plants to her friends. I have a 
solomon seal and a small mountain ash 
from her yard. I’m sure others of you 
also have their living memories from 
Dorothy. 

Dorothy started the George Kirk 
Trails and Shelters Fund in memory of 
her husband when I was president of 
the section. It was a well thought- 
out gift that challenged us to add to 
it until it became large enough to 
produce a useful yearly return for the 
maintenance of our section, which they 
both had enjoyed so much. 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE REPORT, 1987 

by Roma Pulling, Chair 

The same media have received our 
news items as the year before. The 
newspapers, with the exception of the 
Shopper , receive a complete descrip- 
tion of each event, but they do not 
always give it equal treatment. 

Mountain Times: very reliable coverage 
Sherburne Valley Voice: reliable 
Rutland Herald : spotty, items often 

cut 

A shortened version of each item is 
received by the three radio stations: 
WHWB, WSYB/WRUT, WJJR. The item for 
WJ JR is delivered by hand to save 
postage. As I never listen to the 
radio, I can't comment on the success 
of this effort. (Others’ comments are 
welcome . --Ed . ) 

When I’m in the vicinity of Rutland 
Cable, I give them a dispatch to dis- 
play on Channel 15. Few people seem 
to watch this channel, so it hasn’t 
seemed worth 14 cents to have regular 
coverage . 

Other ideas have been tried, like 


posting schedules in public places, 
but the results haven’t warranted a 
continuation of this practice. 

Suggestions are always welcome and 
can be made by calling 773-6997. 


CORRIDOR MONITORS NEEDED! 

by Ray Auger, GMC Field Supervisor 

Volunteers are needed to make peri- 
odic visits to National Park Service 
Applachian Trail Protection Corridor 
lands between Route 140 and Route 4. 
Volunteer monitors note and report any 
illegal cutting of firewood, encroach- 
ment by adjoining landowners, dumping, 
poaching, operation of trail bikes or 
other off road vehicles, and other of- 
fenses . 

For those who enjoy hiking off the 
beaten path. Corridor Monitoring is an 
ideal volunteer position. Non-hiking 
volunteers are also needed to monitor 
priority areas along roads and at 
trailheads . 

For a one page fact sheet, please 
contact: Ray Auger, Field Supv. 

Green Mountain Club 
P. 0. Box 889 
Montpelier VT 05602 


COMMENTS FROM COOPER 

By Herb Ogden, Jr. 

6 June - 2 November 1987 

A surprising find on the section’s 
November hike to Cooper Lodge was the 
lodge register, which had survived the 
entire summer and fall hiking season, 
losing only its front cover. Evi- 
dently, the many hikers who commented 
on how cold it was on Killington 
without much of anything in Cooper 
Lodge’s windows withstood the tempta- 
tion to use the register for tinder. 

The register yielded a wide variety 
of comments. Some were in French and 
Dutch. Many consisted mostly of nick- 
names with no addresses or sang the 
praises of alcohol, but many had 
either useful observations or literary 
merit, or both. Some damned our 
section’s trails and shelters; others 
praised them. Many mentioned going to 
the gondola upper station to snack or 
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clean up, some with the rueful obser- 
vation that it closed at 4 p.m. Many 
praised Mountain Meadows Inn as a good 
respite from nights on the trail. It 
seems especially popular with the Ap- 
palachian Trail End-to-Enders , of whom 
quite a horde registered. 

Following is a verbatim selection 
of the comments I found most interest- 
ing, but no statistics. Perhaps when 
I send the register on to the shelter 
adopters, Ray and Barbara Jenness, of 
31 Green St., Brattleboro VT 05301 
--who I think can be proud there are 
as many positive comments as there are 
they will care to sum it all up. 

June 

Nice. Nice mountain. Very nice moun- 
tain. See, we don’t have any moun- 
tains back where I come from. Just 
deserts. But very clean deserts. 
Keep up the good mountain. No sir, 
just deserts. 

W. Q. Propane 

June 

My last night (of three) on the LT. 
This is a beautiful shelter at a 
beautiful site. Bopped up to the sum- 
mit to watch the golden orb drop be- 
hind Lake Champlain and the Adiron- 
dacks after dinner. In 48 hrs. I’ll 
be a cleaned and tuxed usher at my 
brother’s wedding - not the smelly 
hiker that I am now! But ahh. . . the 
green mountains, blue & white sky, a 
footpath through the wilderness ... it 
bodes true civility to me. 

Thank you Barbara and Ray ! ! ! 
Southbounders : If you’re searching for 
one more excuse to laze the afternoon 
away instead of pushing on to Gov. 
Clement Shelter, here it is: Gov. Cle- 
ment is a yucky party hole that it 
directly accessable to the road. 

Dave (Homer Stone Trail - Sherburne 
Pass ) 

June 25 

I think [my wife]’s still a little 
delerious after yesterday’s hike 
through the Appalachian mud bogs and 
this morning’s up from Gov. Clement’s 
party hole. (The two locals are still 
living there; they drove in at 10:00 
p.m., got their clothes off the roof 
and slept in their truck. ) Nice trail 
up from Gov. Beautiful scenes in the 


trees, streams and ski slopes with the 
fog starting to come back in. .... 
This place does look good. There are 
a number of other shelters that need 
thoughtful adopting parents like you 
guys. Keep it up! 

The other honeymooners 

Paul & Becky Majeski, Manli[?]es N.Y. 

June 26 

Also stayed at the Gov’s shelter — 
don’t get your hopes up if your head- 
ing that way its a dump with road 
access .... 

The Mark or [Texas star] CT-ME 87 
June 26 2 p.m. 

In from Clarendon Lodge. Both Cooper 
and Clement are in the best shape in 
many years. On to Pico for dinner. 
Donald M. Wallace, Northfield VT 

June 29 

I lost a small brown stuffed bear 
somewhere between Minerva Hinchey & 
Gov. Clement Shelters. Would pay 
postage and more to see him again. 
.... If found, send to Karen O’Neil, 
13 Fox Hollow Ln., Sandy Hook CT 
06482. By the way -- i’ve only met 2 
"locals" and both were very friendly 
and very helpful. So, to quote 
another famous person (my mother), "A 
few rotten apples does not a rotten 
barrel make" or something like that 
anyway . 

July 10, 12:30 p.m. 

Looks like I’m a few days late to see 
anybody on this trail. I’ve only seen 
two people in two days. Oh well on to 
Manchester . 

TZ 

August 5 

Just stopped to rest after spending a 
night at the so-called "Tamarack 
Campsite." Now I’ve seen bugs before 
but I’ve never seen them swarm like 
that. My tent was literally covered 
with flies but [they] moved over so 
that some slugs could get some room. 
The gnats took over this morning. I 
left on the run and put in the quick- 
est mile of my life. So south- 
bounders, don’t stop unless you’re 
packing a flamethrower. I’ve got to 
quit stopping at these exotic loca- 
tions . 
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Like the mythical Ed Garvey, I, too, 
am a little disturbed at the conditons 
I’ve seen lately. Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter was depressing. The Clarendon 
Gorge was full of trash and the 
Clarendon shelter smelled like the 
locker room did when I played hockey. 
It’s really been a change from the 
rest of the Long Trail and the worst 
I’ve seen since I started at the N.Y. 

- Conn, border. It’s too bad. The 
morning is kind of foggy and I can't 
see much. Less than a week and I’ll 
be spending a few days in an inn in 
Hanover. I can’t wait to see the desk 
clerk’s face. 

Rick Gorey, Washington Depot CT 
August 15 

.... Remember: You can lead a horse to 
water but if you can get it to float 
on its back then you’ve really got 
somethin?! Happy Trails, 

Stan 

P.S. Sunday morning - slept on those 
wooden bunks. Maybe next time I’ll 
try the soft floor. Aloha! 

August 1 6 

HOWDY (HOW-DEE?) Nice morning atop 
Killington ... peaceful, sunny (haze 
in the valley, though) ... then ... it 
dawned on me ...ITS SUNDAY!! 

"Say, honey? Whadda say we head up to 
Killington?" 

"What, you mean climb all that way?" 

"No need to, dearest, the Gondola’s 
running! " 

AAAGH! ! ! 

No sooner had this tidbit of informa- 
tion dawned on me when my morning 
senses were bombarded by a middle-aged 
man with the usual accessories -- a 
baseball hat, mis-matching plaids, 
chewing tobacco and a belly that held 
the majority stock in America's lead- 
ing beer producers AND his wife whom I 
need not describe. Then came the 
usual bevy of favorites -- the 
punk/heavy metal/roller-disco queen w/ 
white sunglasses and spandex tights, 
several farmers (w/ several oxen), and 
the perfect jewish couple. 

Acutally, all this didn’t bother me 
that much (I’m sure that I am quite a 
sight, as well). I managed to keep a 
good sense of humor about it — this 
was aided by a somewhat hard to get to 
perch that grandted me some visual 


solitude (although I could still hear 
the slap ! of tobacco juice hitting the 
rocks.) Now on to the Inn and Long 
Trail then shelter-hopping to Hanover 
(the end of my first backpacking 
excursion). Bennington - Hanover 

AUFWI EDERSEHEN 

John Keelan (sorry, no trail name) 
August 23 

The upward trip to summit ijs worth the 
climb. Going down seems scarier while 
going up but it isn’t so bad. We 
especially liked the field on the way 
down. At the top, we couldn’t think 
of anything that could make our trip 
to Mt. Killington more exciting. But 
we thought of something at the field 

Dan & Amy, Boston MA 

August 26 

Long Trail Guidebook says it’s a 
"footpath through the wilderness." 
Well the first half of the distance 
between Clarendon and Governor Clement 
Shelters it was a "Cowpath through the 
wilderness." It also states that you 
can just follow the well worn trail. 
But if you follow the trail too far 
you’ll end up in some farmer’s milking 
parlor!! Only kidding. 

M. W. Higgin "One Way," Fairlee VT 

August 27 
The day is gray 
We found our way 
and now it's time 
to hit the hay. 

We marched this trail 
through weed and vine 
Best of all 
We brought the wine. 

S & A 

September 9 

Too bad I left that canoe at Mt . 
Meadows — I could have used it today. 
Diane 

September 1 9 

Spent last night here. Boy, was it 
cold & wet. The roof leaks. However, 
I set up my tent on the table and was 
warm and dry. Good thing I was the 
only one here or else I wouldn’t have 

been able to get away with that 

Paul Kovitz, Woburn MA 
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September 30 

Magnificent shelter! Thanks GMC!! 

Spent last night - enjoyed the view & 
the coziness. 

Karen & Michael NH - CT 87 
October 1 

Rainy + windy. I used my tent, pon- 
cho, and groundcloth to close in a 
corner. I hope it clears by morning. 
David LT N.B. 

October 2 

Came up the trail from Wheelerville 
Road on my mountain bike. Probably 


the best day we’ll see this month. 
Your right Robbie, it’s pretty clean 
up here w/o the Herbs. Looking for- 
ward to the ride down .... 

Ian 

[What the heck are the Herbs? — Ed.] 
October 31 

Halloween. Spent the night! Found a 
lost hiker yelling in the dark for 
help. Bucklin - ravine at 7:00 p.m. 
looking for his car at the Inn at the 
Long Trail... We made some great 
moonlight turns. Yahuuu! Tele-ho! 
Chris Mangini & Isa Oehry 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quar- 
terly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work 
parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at 
most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help 
maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) 
and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1 .00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to 

the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 


*If you first joined the Killington Section during 1987, the month of joining 
is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first part of 
the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month number; 
Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT FOR 1988 TO: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
47 Terrill Street 
Rutland, Vermont 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECT I OK - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main St. Park in Rutland just south of Fire Station and Center 
St. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for 
weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indi- 
cates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your trip leader. 
Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please 
share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT LEADER 

9 Apr. 7:00 p.m. 

( Sat . ) 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING, Central Vermont Public Service 
Bldg., 77 Grove St., Rutland. Slide program: "Mt. Mansfield - 
Capstone of Vermont." Rob Carey 446-2830 

17 Apr. 1 :00 p.m. 

( Sun . ) 

SPRING SORT-THROUGH, an opportunity to steep yourself in the 
club’s history sorting through Churchill’s collection. Bring 
along anything you’d like to share. Churchill Scott 775-1494 

24 Apr . 11:00 a.m. 

(Sun. ) 

ROCKY POND, Rutland. 3 mi. easy. 

Ira Hawley 775-4149 

30 Apr. 9:00 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

BRISTOL NOTCH. 5-6 mi. difficult. 

Jerry Parker 775-6208 

7 May 9:00 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

WORK PARTY. Minerva Hinchey Shelter needs a new coat of shellac. 
Come lend a hand! Steve Pulling 773-6997 

15 May 10:00 a.m. 

( Sun . ) 

PAWLET RAILBED . 5 mi. easy. 

Ira Hawley 775-4149 

21 May 9:00 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

WALK-THROUGH. Help us do our spring cleanup on the Long Trail. 
Tools available. Rain date Sun. 22nd. Steve Pulling 773-6997 

28 May 9:30 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

GREEN MT. CLUB ANNUAL MEETING. Green Mt . College, Poultney. See 
the Long Trail News for details. 

29 May 8:30 a.m. 

( Sun . ) 

ANNUAL MEETING WORK PARTY on Rolston Rest Shelter and LT near Gov. 
Clement Shelter. Meet at Green Mt. College, Poultney. 

4 June 10:00 a.m. 
(Sat. ) 

HAMILTON FALLS, Jamaica State Park. Have a lunchtime cookout at 
the park, then hike to the falls and/or Ball Mt . Dam. 6.2 mi. 
moderate. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

1 1 June 9:00 a.m. 
( Sat . ) 

WALK-THROUGH PART TWO. Finish our spring LT maintenance. Tools 
available. Rain date 12 June. Steve Pulling 773-6997 

19 June 9:00 a.m. 

(Sun. ) 

BLUE RIDGE MT . , MEND0N . Ascent from the west, with a possible 
surprise. 6-7 mi. difficult. Churchill Scott 775-1494 

26 June 1 :00 p.m. 

(Sun. ) 

LOTTERY ROAD - BEACON HILL LOOP. 2.5 - 3 mi. moderate. 

Herb Ogden (W) 775-3368, (H) 775-1350 

5 July 7:00 p.m. 
( Tue . ) 

SCHEDULING MEETING. Come help us plan our next outing schedule. 

35 Burnham Avenue, Rutland. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

9 July 9:30 a.m. 
( Sat . ) 

SHREWSBURY PEAK - KILLINGTON PEAK. Parker’s Gore and more. Over- 
night from Northam Picnic Area to Brewers Cors. via Bucklin Trail 
(8.3 mi.) or day loop up Shrewsbury Peak and down Black Swamp 
Trails (3-8 mi.). Herb Ogden (W) 775-3368, (H) 775-1350 


-over- 


16 July 
(Sat. ) 


9:00 a.m. 


CHITTENDEN BROOK TRAIL TO BRANDON GAP. 


4.5 mi. moderate. 

Roma Pulling 775-6997 


24 July 12:50 p.m. WALLINGFORD POND. 4 mi. moderate. 
(Sun. ) 


Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 


30 July 
( Sat . ) 


9:00 a.m. 


TAMARACK NOTCH TO GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER with potluck supper at Gov. 
Clement Shelter. 5 mi. moderate. Steve Pulling 773-6997 


For more information about activities 

Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 340, 
Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, 47 


and membership, please contact hike leaders or 


Wallingford VT 05773 

Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 

Terrill St., Rutland VT 05701 


446-2830 

775-3361 

773-9208 


c 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
47 Terrill Street 
Rutland, Vermont 05701 
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SNAKE MOUNTAIN, ADDISON 

19 March 1988 
by Steve Pulling 

We had a perfect spring day for an 
easy hike. It started out cool and 
grew warmer as the afternoon sun rose. 
Ten people left the cars in Addison 
and started up a muddy logging road on 
the edge of a cornfield. We found out 
the cornfield was also muddy. 

As sometimes happens, the leader 
hadn’t scouted out his hike and as 
soon as we hit the woods a decision 
had to be made. Do we take the more 
heavily traveled road to the right or 
go straight through ankle deep mud? I 
had a hunch we should wade through the 
mud. Lucky for me, I was right and 
the nine other hikers didn’t have to 
carry out their threat to my body! 

Soon after the mud, we started 
climbing upward and then I was posi- 
tive I made the right decision. After 
a short but steep ascent we ended up 
on top of the ridge and just meandered 
along easily until we came to the 
lookout . 

What a beautiful view! The Adiron- 
dacks as a backdrop, Lake Champlain on 
center stage, and the Champlain Valley 
running north and south as far as the 
eye could see. One eagle-eye hiker 
even spotted a herd of five deer in a 
field below the cliffs. 

This was my first trip up Snake 
Mountain, but it hopefully won’t be my 
last. If you ever get a chance to 
take this easy hike, do so. You won't 
be sorry. 


DID THEY MEAN NOT TO RENEW? 

Are people you know listed as ex- 
members on the list at the end of this 
issue? Call them! Urge them to renew! 


SUGAR ON SNOW 

27 March 1988 
by Roma Pulling 

Rob and Sue Carey did all the 
preliminary work for this party but 
weren’t able to attend as they were 
out of town, so you are stuck with a 
substitute reporter. Rob even brought 
in all the snow, filled containers and 
had it stored before he left. 

Twenty-three partiers enjoyed the 
sweets of the season at the Unitarian 
Church on West Street. We are grate- 
ful to Janet Martin for taking charge 
in the kitchen and turning out her 
usual delicious product, to Ira Hawley 
for donating the syrup prepared in his 
own evaporator from sap from his own 
trees, and to Churchill Scott for 
donating discount coupons for the 
doughnuts . 

There were several new faces this 
year along with the familiar ones, and 
we hope to see them all back in the 
spring of 1989. Does anyone know how 
many years this event has been held? 


KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

9 April 1988 

from minutes by Wally Rogers 

President Rob Carey presided at a 
moderately well-attended meeting at 
CVPS on Grove Street in Rutland. 

Rob summarized Steve Pulling's 
Trails & Shelters report: 

Monitors for the newly-acquired 
trail corridors are needed. Spring 
Lake Clearing will be opened, probably 
with a controlled burn this year. 
Trail work will be more intense this 
year. Tamarack Shelter materials need 
to be moved. 

(continued on page 2) 



Ray Catozzi reported on main club ac- 
tivities. The Long Trail Protection 
Fund is one-third of the way toward its 
goal. Killington-Pico discussions with 
the U.S. Forest Service and G.M.C. are 
stalled. 

In his President’s Report, Rob Carey 
emphasized the need for corridor 
monitors and urged participation in the 
Intersectional . 

Ve received a $1000 bequest from 
Dorothy Wyman Kirk in memory of George 
L. Kirk. After discussion, we passed a 
motion that the section use the bequest 
to match Long Trail Protection Fund 
donations. (See following report of the 
Directors’ implementation.) 

Herb Ogden, reporting on Smoke & 
Blazes , thanked the many for their good 
cooperation. He noted increased postage 
and printing costs. 

Incumbent directors Herb Ogden, Sue 
Thomas, and Steve Pulling were re- 
elected. They elected the following for 
1988: Rob Carey as President, Steve 
Pulling as Vice-President, Wally Rogers 
as Secretary-Treasurer, and Ray Catozzi 
as main club director. 

A slide-tape on Mount Mansfield was 
presented, followed by refreshments. 


ROCKY POND, RUTLAND 
24 April 1988 
by Ira Hawley 

The hikers (who are usually ready to 
?enjoy? the outdoors in all weather), 
such as Linda Pellerin, Ray Catozzi, and 
Churchill Scott, were ready for this one 
on a foggy, drizzly morning. Pine Hill 
was completely fogged in with no chance 
of a view. The arbutus were in full 
bloom as were the coltsfoot. BUT -- we 
didn’t go. It rained. Let’s do it next 
spring. 


BRISTOL NOTCH 

30 April 1988 
by Jerry Parker 

Got several calls before the hike 
date, expected a good turnout. Due to 
rain only two other members went. 
Terry, from Middlebury, who works in 
Rutland for the Forestry Department, met 


us in Bristol. 

Started up the trail at 10:15, still 
overcast. Further up we went, the 
thicker to fog got. Followed the trail 
to Gilmore Pond. We couldn’t see twenty 
yards in front of us. We walked past 
the camp and never saw it. 

On the way back, we located the camp 
which we missed by fifty yards before. 
It is always open so we lunched there. 
John suggested a winter hike, as it is 
equipped with a stove and an outhouse. 
The outhouse door had been left open and 
a porcupine dragged out the hardwood 
toilet seat and made it his meal. 
(Porcupines will eat anything, won’t 
they? ) 

Continued walking in the dense fog, 
not finding the 1944 airplane wreckage. 
We did see a lot of moose sign. John 
and I would walk ahead fifty yards and 
would hear Ray and Terry call to estab- 
lish our location. I was lucky more 
hikers didn’t show. We probably would 
have lost a few! 

At 2:30 we took a compass reading and 
decided to start back shortly after we 
came out on the back side of the pond 
without finding the wreckage. Followed 
the trail and headed down to our cars. 

The hike was enjoyed by all despite 
the rain and fog. Hope to try again 
next spring. 


MINERVA HINCHEY WORK PARTY 

7 May 1988 
by Steve Pulling 

This was our first work party of the 
season, and by far the most productive. 
Only six GMCers reported for duty, but, 
much to our surprise, so did nine mem- 
bers of the Boy Scout Troop 105 of Rut- 
land. 

We got much more done than I ever ex- 
pected. Minerva Hinchey got a complete 
face-lift. We cleaned up her yard, 
rebuilt her fire pit, spruced up the 
outhouse, and put two new coats of stain 
inside and out. 

In the meantime, three people cleared 
trail from Route 140 north to Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter. The big surprise of 
the day was when Troop 105 hiked into 
camp, announcing they had cleared trail 
from Route 103 south to Minerva Hinchey. 

Many thanks go to the other five 
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GMCers who worked extra hard to make 
Minerva Hinchey a nice neat-looking 
shelter again. And of course a real 
special thanks to Troop 105 for their 
hard work trail clearing. 


WEST PAWLET - D & H RAILBED 

15 May 1988 
by Ira Hawley 

What a beautiful morning for a 
leisurely outing. It was good to leave 
the street construction in Rutland be- 
hind us as we proceeded to Castleton and 
a brief stop to regroup our passengers. 
In Poultney six more hikers joined us. 
As we left Lake St. Catherine a short 
ascent brought us to the crest of a hill 
with a panoramic view to the south. We 
nearly missed an additional hiker who 
joined us beyond Wells village as we 
were about to temporarily leave the 
group to spot cars at the terminus of 
the hike. 

In West Pawlet village we left the 
cars for a short walk to a shady area by 
the Indian River for lunch. Now hiking 
north along the railbed of the former 
Delaware & Hudson Railroad, we observed 
the engineering that had occurred to 
build the roadbed. Several cuts in the 
slate ledges showed the marks left by 
the hand drilling to obtain material to 
make the several fills for levelling. 

Wild strawberry blossoms and blue 
violets were numerous. Orioles greeted 
us from the treetops and a scarlet 
tanager was seen. Various shades of 
green of tree leaves and well-kept farm 
fields in the distance were pleasant. 
Granite markers showing Vermont - New 
York state boundaries were seen as we 
returned to our cars. 

We had played the role of hobos for a 
day. We had a good view of the 
countryside that had been traversed and 
defended by Ethan Allen and the Green 
Mountain Boys. 


LOWLAND WALK-THROUGH 

21 May 1988 
by Alfred L. Pulling 

On the 21 May work party, Churchill 
Scott cleaned up from the Lottery Road 


to Clarendon Shelter. Churchill went 
alone. Two other people besides me 
showed up at South Main Street Park. 

As I had the tools, chainsaw, etc., 
Jerry Parker, Bernie Donahue and I took 
off for Pico Camp. We found several 
blowdowns and got those out of the way. 
(Jerry, you are a good man with a 
chainsaw. ) The one that gave us the 
trouble (?) has been taken off the 
trail. Steve Pulling went up on 29 May 
and took care of that one. After all 
that water we encountered on the trail, 
Steve says it is not too bad now. 

Thank you very much everyone, for 
your help* 

(For comment on this spring's work 
party attendance, see article on p. 4. 

— Editor ) 


NOTICE 

by Article Solicitor 

CALLING ALL KILLINGTON SECTIONEERS ! 

We have a problem. 

Have you ever shopped for a birthday 
card for a friend, but he owns the only 
card shop in town? Or tried to organize 
a party for someone but you can’t use 
the phone because he is the other party 
on your party line? 

This is really serious. 

Of course, when all else fails, there 
is the straightforward approach. But if 
we hand this scrap of tomfoolery to the 
editor and he decides it isn’t ap- 
propriate for printing in this scholarly 
journal, what then? I guess if he has 
read this far, it has achieved its pur- 
pose . 

So, Herb and Cathy, our most sincere 
congratulations on your recent marriage. 
May all your dreams come true, and all 
your hikes be happy ones. 

Editor's Note: Many thanks to the es- 

teemed Article Solicitor for her comment 
on the event of 7 May. After getting my 
bride-to-be soaked and chilled on her 
first-ever GMC hike to a fogged-in 
Shrewsbury Peak two years ago, and top- 
ping it off by forgetting my lunch and 
sweater so that I had to mooch from her, 
I’m still a little surprised at where 
we’ve arrived. By the way, ask us about 
the original Pico peak that we saw on 
our honeymoon in the Azores Islands! 
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HAMILTON FALLS 

4 June 1 988 
by Sue Thomas 

After a long spell of wet weather it 
looked at first as if we’d have a nice 
day for our cookout and hike to Hamilton 
Falls, but no such luck. By the time 
our caravan reached Jamaica State Park 
and we began building fires for lunch, 
most of the blue sky had disappeared and 
we tried our best to ignore light 
sprinkles of rain. 

We enjoyed our hot dogs and ham- 
burgers just the same, then set off down 
the old bed of the West River Railroad, 
which follows the river for two miles to 
the base of the Hamilton Falls Trail. 
Almost all of the twenty hikers decided 
to head up to the falls, in spite of 
dire warnings in the guidebook and State 
Park pamphlet. 



The Hamilton Falls Trail itself is 
steep but not too difficult, and we 
reached the top of the falls quickly, 
where there are large potholes hollowed 
out of the rock by the swirling water, 
along with signs listing how many people 
had been killed trying to get a closer 


look, so we admired the scenery 
cautiously! From there, some of us 
scrambled down the rocks to the lower 
falls while the rest of the group went 
back the way we had come. From the 
lower falls you can see more of the 125 
foot cascade ending in pools and more 
hollowed out rock. 

We all returned to the state park 
with two temporarily misplaced hikers 
but no casualties, and with no rain — 
even occasional sunshine. 


WALK-THROUGH II 

1 1 June 1 988 
by Stephen Pulling 

I’m sorry to report this year’s at- 
tendance at walk-throughs was sub-par 
for the Killington Section. We even- 
tually walked our twenty-two miles of 
trail, but it was a long grind. A grand 
total of nine people showed up for the 
two walk-throughs. If it weren’t for 
the old faithful work horses, we would 
still be out there. Ira Hawley and 
family once again did way more than 
their share of work, including our hard- 
est hit section in Shrewsbury. A1 Pull- 
ing also did more than his share, show- 
ing up at both walk-throughs plus help- 
ing me with most of the trouble spots. 

On 1 1 June we cleared from Route 4 to 
Gov. Clement Shelter. This section 
wasn’t as bad as I was expecting, con- 
sidering all of the hard winds and heavy 
snow we had last fall and winter. The 
worst section was from Cooper Lodge to 
Tamarack Clearing [Shrewsbury Peak 
Jet.], which took A1 and Carol over 
three and a half hours to open up. 

I sincerely hope to see more of you 
come out next year and pitch in. There 
is a lot of hard work to be done each 
spring and I don’t want to put the bur- 
den on a certain few. They might get 
disgusted and not come out next year. 
[Emphasis added by Editor.] 


WANT TO GO SWASH BUCKLIN? 

The top part of the Bucklin Trail needs 
clearing and ditching. If interested in 
a work party, please call Herb Ogden at 
(W) 775-3368 or (H) 775-1350. 
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BLUE RIDGE CAVE 

19 June 1988 

by W. Churchill Scott 

Eight determined hikers started to 
climb Blue Ridge from the west. Turning 
east off Meadow Lake Drive, we covered a 
quarter mile on a new housing develop- 
ment road, then parked. Walking up an 
old road, we passed a number of cellar 
holes, Jerry Young’s camp, Virginia’s 
family’s camp, an old mill site, and, at 
last, the final cellar hole, climbing 
all the way. Soon Larry, Virginia’s 
son, caught up to us and acted as our 
guide the rest of the way. Bearing 
right, the grade lessened and at least 
we reached the "Upper Camp." Originally 
an open clearing that supported a flock 
of sheep, this area is completely 
reforested and no longer visible from 
the summit of Blue Ridge. 

Here we picked up a snowmobile trail 
taking a circular route up to the 
northwest approximate ridge. As the 
trail leveled out, on the left we came 
to Robert "Dead Eye" Senecal’s three 
mile tree with a number of dates and 
initials carved on it. At once, leading 
right, we found some flagging which 
helped us go approximately south south- 
west. There was little suggestion of a 
footpath. A short quarter mile farther, 
our guide stopped and pointed ahead. 
There in the side of the mountain was a 
cave . 

Jerry Parker and Doug Thorn were 
scrambling down the steep sides with Sue 
Thomas just standing there wishing to 
go. The fellows reported ice, cold air, 
and a goodly number of animal tracks in 
spite of the steep sides. 

History has it that this cave was 
found by Glen Senecal while hunting in 
his teens. After many years of search- 
ing, he relocated it in 1986, when he 
was in his late 50’s. 

During and after lunch a discussion 
was had about the summit. Everything 
was so indefinite that our guide sug- 
gested we return with the idea that 
later this season he would cut a better 
trail to the cave, and, with help this 
fall, continue a path to the summit of 
Blue Ridge and connect with the Canty 
Trail . 

If some folks want to visit this cave 
we can plan a special trip soon. Think 
I can find it again! 


BEACON HILL - LOTTERY LOOP 

26 June 1988 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

To judge from the number of phone 
inquiries your leader received about 
this modest little excursion, one would 
have thought he was leading a trip to 
the lost gold of the Incas. Or was it 
the bit about a Lottery that drew the 
attention? Even when showers hit while 
we were assembling for the hike, eleven 
members and guests were still game for 
the trip. 

Our hike began where the Long Trail 
crosses the Lottery Road, which runs 
west from Shrewsbury village. Churchill 
Scott told us that, twenty years ago or 
so, the road, although little more than 
a trace, could be followed around the 
hill and north to the Cold River Road. 

After picking our way over slippery 
stones and around cowflops on a misty 
afternoon, we ascended Beacon Hill, 
paused for a bit to gather flowers, and 
then headed down the steep grade to 
Clarendon Shelter, our snack stop. 

The shelter was in good shape, though 
the register told of hikers who had 
found it a mess. 

From the shelter, we walked up a 
long-abandoned public road that has been 
moonlighting as a brook. Once the road 
and the brook got themselves sorted out 
and the former crossed the latter on a 
snowmobile bridge, we soon came to the 
big barn foundation and the cellarhole 
of the old Adams place. Churchill 
filled us in on its history, which can 
be found in the Smoke & Blazes for 
March, 1988. Across the road, to the 
east, we could still see rotting boards 
from another barn or shed. 

Soon we came out onto the Lottery 
Road and strolled back down it to our 
cars, passing beautiful views to the 
east and south as far as Okemo and Equi- 
nox. Off we drove, fairly dry and quite 
contented with our bucolic hike. 


Killington Section Dues 


Adult 

$ 14.00 

Adult Spouse 

11.00 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 

Family Junior 

1 .00 

Senior (over 65) 

7.00 

Life 

120.00 

Institutional 

25.00 
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PARKER ’ S GORE, BUT NOT MUCH MORE 

9 July 1988 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

This was our second attempt to hike 
from the Northam - Plymouth road over 
the Shrewsbury Peaks to Cooper Lodge and 
then down the Bucklin Trail to Brewers 
Corners in Mendon. Our first attempt, 
last fall, failed because snow prevented 
the car from ascending the Northam CCC 
road, and we climbed to Cooper Lodge 
from Brewers Corners. This time, it was 
suggested to your leader that the trip 
would make a good overnight hike, and it 
was scheduled as "Parker’s Gore and 
More," a 8.3 mi. overnight with an op- 
tional 3.8 mi. day trip up and down 
Shrewsbury Peak via the Peak and Black 
Swamp Trails. What happened was 
neither, but it was fun anyway. 

By the time for meeting in Rutland, 
it was 85 out, with 95 predicted, and 
hazy. Still, seven members (no guests) 
showed up. Nobody wanted to go over- 
night, though, so your leader left in 
his car the overnight pack he’d prepared 
in case anyone wanted to take the full 
hike as advertised. 

All seven of us walked to Newfound 
Shelter, 0.9 mi. up the Black Swamp 
Trail. The old CCC shelter was in good 
shape except for weak support under some 
of the floor and a missing hinge on the 
privy door. Nobody wanted to try out 
the stagnant-looking spring water, 
though. Churchill told us he’d heard 
that the Black Swamp Trail was a CCC 
bridle path, and that there once was a 
mule shed near the shelter. Does anyone 
know more about when the trail was 
built, and why? Write the Editor if you 
do ! 

Five of us climbed the additional 0.3 
mi to Shrewsbury South Peak. Up there, 
we enjoyed the breeze and the good Men- 
don Peak lookout at the end of a 150’ 
blue-blazed spur trail. 

Two of us hiked another two miles 
through Parker’s Gore, over Shrewsbury 
North Peak, across the Shrewsbury- 
Killington gap, across a ski trail, and 
up to the Long Trail. There were a num- 
ber of recent-looking bad blowdowns. We 
sawed away some of them. The rest could 
be avoided fairly easily, at least since 
we didn’t have full packs on. Although 
grown-in in spots and poorly marked at 
the ski trail crossing, the trail was 


generally in good shape. We saw no sign 
of the Tamarack Shelter lumber pile be- 
tween Shrewsbury Peak Jet. and the 
former shelter spring, but lush under- 
growth could have hidden it. 

None of us went north on the LT. 
Parker’s Gore was as far as we got. 

Wildlife sighted included partridge 
with chicks, woodcock, and an enormous 
garter snake swallowing a toad. Jerry’s 
attempt to photograph the snake and its 
dinner caused the snake to drop the din- 
ner, probably, as Jerry said, because 
the snake thought it would become 
someone else’s dinner if carrying its 
own dinner would slow its escape. We 
also saw where a partridge had taken a 
dust bath in the path. 

When we returned, it was 100 degrees 
in Rutland. 


DIRECTORS BEGIN TRAIL PROTECTION FUND 
CAMPAIGN, FOCUS ON TRAILS, SHELTERS 
3 May 1988 

from minutes by Wally Rogers 

Killington Section directors Ray 
Catozzi, Herb Ogden, Sue Thomas, Linda 
Pellerin, Wally Rogers, and Rob Carey 
followed up the membership’s vote at the 
KS Annual Meeting to use Dorothy Kirk’s 
bequest in memory of her husband George 
to protect our trail. 

The directors voted unanimously to 
initiate a campaign in memory of George 
and Dorothy Kirk to solicit funds from 
our members and our community for the 
Long Trail Protection Fund. From the 
Kirk bequest, the Section will add one 
dollar for every two dollars contributed 
in this campaign. Checks made out to 
the Long Trail Protection Fund should be 
sent to Wally Rogers for matching and 
forwarding to the main club. 

Ray Catozzi agreed to develop a press 
release and announce the campaign to the 
main club board, Rob Carey agreed to an- 
nounce our effort at the main club an- 
nual meeting, Wally Rogers agreed to 
contact R. Lincoln for information on 
past fund raising from Rutland County 
businesses, and Sue Carey heads plans 
for a section rummage sale at the 
Careys’ home in Wallingford. [See out- 
ing schedule for 24 September.] 

Directors discussed a number of trail 
and shelters issues. An inventory of 
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signs is needed, along with a program to 
improve or replace them with considera- 
tion for current club standards. Herb 
Ogden reported that the Bucklin Trail, 
one of our responsibilities, needed a 
work party. The new trail from Route 
103 to Clarendon Shelter will be part 
Long Trail Patrol and part KS respon- 
sibility. [See Outing Schedule for 13 
August work party.] It was suggested 
that a trail building workshop be held 
in the fall. Moving the Tamarack Shel- 
ter materials will be a main club 
project after the annual meeting. Ray 
Catozzi recommended that the section 
consider resuming caretaking work at 
Cooper Lodge and Clarendon Suspension 
Bridge . 


NEW CHALLENGE III 

by Roma Pulling 

When we reported a year ago, we were 
6 '\ % of the way to our goal of 
photographing all the shelters on the 
Long Trail and side trails. We have now 
moved further toward our goal, and our 
project is 78£ completed. Most of the 
shelters visited recently were ap- 
proached via the Long Trail and were 
notable only in the case of Buchanan 
Shelter, which replaces the old Bolton 
Lodge, no longer on the Trail. 

Buchanan is named for Prof. Roy 
Buchanan, founder of the Long Trail 
Patrol, and was constructed in 1984, the 
year after we backpacked through that 
area. It is a striking structure, made 
of matching lumber and stained black. 
The dining area is separated from the 
bunk room by a sliding door. A rank of 
five windows provides a view from the 
front of the shelter at the level of the 
upper bunks. 

I was able to add two more side 
trails to my list: 

Branch Pond Trail: South Bourn Shel- 
ter was our goal on our first hike of 
the new season on 9 October. The hike 
would have been a pleasant one, but the 
mud was deep and the streams were high 
as a result of recent storms. We found 
two inches of snow on the ground. The 
shelter needs repair, but, being in a 
wilderness area, it may not get it. Bob 
Poole of the Connecticut Section was 
hiking in the area of Branch Pond. 


Forest City Trail: People who have 

hiked with me know my dread of crossing 
any stream larger than a trickle. After 
all, I can’t swim, and it's a well-known 
fact that if you fall into one of these 
things you can get WET! This trail 
boasted an abundance of brooks that 
resembled Otter Creek, but I made it 
over them and reached Montclair Glen 
Lodge, which was our goal this day, 23 
October. I looked for "Forest City," an 
old CCC camp, but found only a sort of 
incinerator . 

With fifteen shelters left to visit, 
we have our work waiting for us in the 
fall. 


NEWS FROM FAR-FLUNG FRIENDS 

A member of the S&B staff recently 
visited Rob, Carolyn and Daniel Badger 
at their home in Blacksburg, Virginia. 
KS members of a few years’ standing will 
remember Rob and Carolyn as vigorous and 
contributing KS members during their 
Rutland years. Rob was a board member 
and hike leader. 

At present Rob is working on his doc- 
torate in geology at Virginia Polytech- 
nic Institute, and Carolyn is nursing. 
They look great, and Daniel is growing 
fast . 

We hope a return to Vermont is in 
their future. 


Smoke ft Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Ray Catozzi 
Irene Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 

Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford 
110 Merchants Row, Rutland 05701 
SEND COPY BY 1 OCTOBER 1988, PLEASE!!!!! 


DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&B’S? 

To recycle an old copy of S&B , leave it 
in the waitingroom of a business, where 
it will introduce others to us. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERS, 1988 


ex = has not renewed membership for 1988 


Araelang, Bob A Theresa 
Badger, Robert I. 

Barber, David 4 Audrey 
Bernhardt, Donna 
Blecich, David 
ex Bohlin, Carol 
Brennan, Mrs. Dorit 
Burke, Jean Enome 
Cahee, Hedrick R. 

Carey, Rob, Sue 4 Mara 
ex Carman, G. Ann 
Catozzi, Raymond 
ex Cavnes , Max P . 

Chang, Peter 
ex Chapman, Carol 
ex Charland, Rachel V. 

Coffin, Mr. 4 Mrs. Edmund 
Congdon, Audrey C. 

Conlon. Diana 4 George 
Coppock, Dave 4 Clara 
ex Crowley. Rose 
Crowther , Jack 
ex Curtin, Jane 
ex Cyrs, Norman R. 

Daneereau, Nathan 
ex Darling, Alan N. 

Davies, Jean 
De Gregorio, Slim 
Deinzer, Sally 4 Walter 
ex Dolzani, Robert 
ex Dicton, Joe, Sr. 

Donahue, Bernie 
Dube, Janet 4 Raymond 
Dube, Janet 4 Raymond 
ex Dudley, Jane T. 

Farrell, T.V./Keaney, M.S. 
Florczak, Benjamin 
ex Fleetham, Robert 4 Mary 
Frink, Helen E. 

Frink, James 
Gibbud, Ruth G. 

Griffin, James E. 

ex Harrington, Jonathan 
Hawley, Irene, Ira 4 Lorraine 
Heisman, Nancy J. 

ex Herbert, James C. 

Hickey, Margaret 4 Neil 
Highnite, Carol 
Howard, John K. 

Hughes, John 4 
Johnson, Willard 
Keefe, Susan 
ex Keller, Patrick 4 Normandi 
ex Kinkelaar, Rita 
ex Kittner, Robert 4 Nance 
ex Krasner, Linda 4 David 


RFD 1, Box 4399 , V. Rutland VT 05777 
1704 Lark Lane, Blacksburg VA 24060 
16 Ballou Road, Hopedale MA 01747 
108 Naples Rd., Brookline MA 02146 
RFD 1, Box 1 22. N. Clarendon VT 05759 
RFD 1, Box 433 , Wallingford VT 05773 
P.0. Box 903, Castleton VT 05735 
RFD 2, Box 2697, Pittsford VT 05763 
179 Union St.. Springfield VT 05136 
RFD 1. Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 
RFD 1, Rt. 73. Sudbury VT 05733 
103 Bellevue Ave . , Rutland VT 05701 
Box 69, Wells VT 05774 
29 Grant Ave., Apt. 3, Rutland VT 05701 
101 Brookes Ave., Burlington VT 05401 
7 Church St., Apt. 302, Laconia NH 03246 
P.0. Box 61, Strafford VT 05072 
Sugar Hill Rd. , E. Wallingford VT 05742 
RFD 2, Sunset Acres, Rutland VT 05701 
21 Engrem Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
Dale Road, Weston VT 05161 
29 Oiorgettl Blvd., Rutland VT 05701 
P.0. Box 577, Mendon VT 05701 
131 Commonwealth Ave., Spfld VT 05156 
RFD 1, Box 66F, Danby VT 05739 
29 North St., Rutland VT 05701 
Camp Betsy Cox, Pittsford VT 05763 
70 Summit Station, Mt. Holly VT 05758 
RFD 1, Box 291, N. Clarendon VT 05759 
89 Barlow Place. Fairfield CT 06430 
RFD 1, Sugarwood Hill Rd., Rutland VT 05701 
50 Edgerton Road, Rutland VT 05701 
RFD 3. Box 7958, Rutland VT 05701 
RFD 3, Box 7935, Rutland VT 05701 
CSC #277, 10 Elm St., Castleton VT 05735 
509 StuyveBant Ave., Rutherford NJ 07070 
P.0. Box 446, Cavendish VT 05142 
P.0. Box 95, Rochester VT 05767 
10 Elm St., Randolph VT 05060 
60 Litchfield Ave.. Rutland VT 05701 
Drake Road, Bomoseen VT 05732 
81 Lincoln Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
2 North Quaker St.. Granville NY 12832 
RFD 3. Box 7264, Rutland VT 05701 
101 Dorr Drive. Rutland VT 05701 
Green Mt. College, Box 462, Poultney VT 05764 
33 South St., Proctor VT 05765 
62 Ives Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
10598 Jason Court, Columbia MD 21044 
18 Ronaldo Court, Rutland VT 05701 
RFD 4, Box 251, Abilene KS 67410 
49 Forest St., Apt. 2, Rutland VT 05701 
eP.O. Box 1013, Castleton VT 05735 
Grove Terrace, Brattleboro VT 05301 
Centerville Road, East Wallingford VT 05742 
Star Route, Bomoseen VT 05732 


Laird, Olga 
Langlois, Dave 
LaPenna, Nina 
Lemire, James F. 

Lubinsky, Peter 
ex Manney. Marie B. 

Martin, John 4 Janet 
ex Massey, James 
Mausolff, Anne 
ex Maxim, Karen 
ex McNeil, Mary 
Missy, Don, 4 Moritz, Lorna 
Newton, Doris 
ex Nuffort, John W. 

Oertel, Otel 

Ogden, Herbert G. , Jr. 

ex Olson, Judith 
Parker, Gerald 
ex Parker, Shirley 
Partridge, Sanborn 
Peck, Peter J. 

Pellerin, Linda L. 

Perkins, Craigue S. 

Perkins, Robert 4 Thelma 
Perkins, Vera R. 

Pulling, Roma 4 A1 
ex Pulling, Steve 
ex Putnam, Betsy 
Quinn, Jake 
Reichart, Charles R. 
Reichert, Katherine 
ex Reno, Rebecca S. 
Reynolds, George 
Rogers, Harold 4 Alberta 
Rogers, W. ,4 Gartlein, D. 
Russell, Ellen 
ex Ruvera, Sandra J. 
ex Sawyer, Brian 
Schmidt, Carl 4 Nancy 
Scott, W.C. 4 Virginia 
Sheldon, Marilyn 
Shellmer, Doris M. 

Shipley, Jo Anna 
Sibley, Joan 
ex Simonds, William, Jr. 
Snyder , Ann 4 Bill 
ex Sugarman, Nancy 
ex Taylor, Peter T. 

Thomas, Catherine 
Thomas , Sue 

ex Tumielewicz, William F. 
Valiquette, Thelma F. 
Vatcher, Steve 
Wardwell, Art 4 Evelyn 
Welch, Carole 
Weston, Wilbur F. 

White, Doris G. 

Young. Bernadette 
ex Zeman, Carol 


RFD 3, Box 4836, Chasanna Dr., Rutland VT 05701 
P.0. Box 157, Killington VT 05731 
16 Garden St., Proctor VT 05765 

39 West St., Lebanon NH 03766 

52 Buttonwood Drive, Hollis NH 03049 
205 Lincoln Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

7 CurtiB Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
P.0. Box 189. Ludlow VT 05149 
RFD 1, Chester VT 05143 

86 Cranbury Road, Princeton Jet. , NJ 08550 

27 Grape St., Fair Haven VT 05743 

P.0. Box 6525, Rutland VT 05701 

26 Boutwell Rd. , Andover MA 01810 

453 Victor Way, Wyckoff NJ 07481 

43 Route 100, Pittsfield VT 05762 

4 Emmett Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

P.0. Box 121, PittBford VT 05763 

RFD 1, Box 586, Cuttingsville VT 05738 

P.0. Box 194, Wallingford VT 05773 

62 Ormsbee Ave., Proctor VT 05765 

40 Cleveland Ave, 3rd floor, Rutland VT 05701 
79 East St.. Rutland VT 05701 

SR#34. Box 216 2. Rutland VT 05701 

4812 Lebanon Road, Charlotte NC 28212 

242 South Main St., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland VT 05701 

Post Road, Rutland VT 05701 

75 Vernon St., Rutland VT 05701 

365 Savin Hill Court, Dorchester MA 02125 

141 Granger St., Rutland VT 05701 

P.0. Box 89. Poultney VT 05764 

177 Baxter St., Rutland VT 05701 

8 Hillcrest Rd., Springfield VT 05156 
38 Kendall Ave., Rutland VT 05701 
RFD 1. Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 

21 A Ventura Green, LCCR, N. Providence RI 02904 

258 Dorr Drive, Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 2, West Proctor Road, Proctor VT 05701 

1651 Clayborn Circle, Cincinnati OH 45240 

RFD 3. Box 4869, Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 1, Box 2145, W. Rutland VT 05777 

RFD 2, Box 8649, Rutland VT 05701 

1706 Tyler Parkway, Louisville KY 40204 

Keiffer Road. Cuttingsville VT 05738 

18 Terrace Hill, Proctor VT 05765 

RFD 1 , Fair Haven VT 05743 

199 Mussey St., Rutland VT 05701 

45 Robert St., Clinton MA 05150 

4 Emmett Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

35 Burnham Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

123 Harrington Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

95 Killington Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

22 Giorgetti Blvd., Rutland VT 05701 

HCR 32. Box 160, Chittenden VT 05737 

25 Royce St., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 1, Box 115-A, Holly Springs NC 27540 

RFD 2. Box 8604, Rutland VT 05701 

HCR 32, Box 284, Chittenden VT 05737 

P.0. Box 6074, Rutland VT 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 
someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT LEADER 

7 Aug. 10:00 a.m. 
(Sun. ) 

MYSTERY HIKE. 4 mi. easy. 

Ira Hawley 775-4149 

13 Aug. 9:00 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

WORK PARTY. Help reroute Long Trail north of Route 103 in Claren- 
don. Steve Pulling 773-6997 

20-28 Aug. 

INTERSECTIONAL, Sky Acres Girl Scout Camp, Washington. See Long 
Trail News for details. 

2-4 Sep. 6 p.m. 

(Fri.-Sun. ) 

BATTENKILL CANOE WEEKEND, Manchester, Vt. to Greenwich, N.Y. 
Reservations required. Bring or rent your own canoe. Limited 
to 10 participants. Fee for camping Fri. night at Sunderland 
State Park. Steve Pulling 773-6997 

9-1 1 Sep . 6p.m. 

(Fri.-Sun. ) 

PEMIGEWASSET WILDERNESS backpacking weekend in the White Mts. 
of New Hampshire. Easy hiking on N. Fork of Pemigewasset River. 
Climb Mt . Carrigain, weather permitting. Fri. night camp at 
Quechee. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

18 Sep. 1:00 p.m. 

( Sun . ) 

LAKE ST. CATHERINE. Spend afternoon and evening at Doris White’s 
camp on the lake. Possible hikes nearby and a cookout. 

Doris White 775-0655 

287-9455 

24 Sep. 10:00 a.m.- 
( Sat . ) 2 : 00 p . m . 

LAWN SALE to benefit Long Trail Protection Fund, at the Careys’ on 
Route 7, S. Wallingford. We’re looking for donated items to sell 
and help to staff the sale. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 

25 Sep. 9:00 a.m. 

( Sun . ) 

SUCKER BROOK SHELTER. From Middlebury Gap on the Long Trail, then 
down a side trail to Goshen. 6 mi., moderate, steep. 

Churchill Scott 775-1494 

1 Oct. 9:00 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

RATTLESNAKE TRAIL, Salisbury. Climb Mt . Moosalamoo from the Falls 
of Lana and loop back on North Branch Trail. 8.5 mi., moderate, 
steep. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

4 Oct . 7:00 p.m. 

(Tue. ) 

SCHEDULING MEETING. Come help us plan our next outing schedule. 

35 Burnham Avenue, Rutland. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

9 Oct. 9:30 a.m. 

( Sun . ) 

MYSTERY HIKE. Climb an unnamed mountain with a surprise at the 
end* 2.5 mi. easy to moderate. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

15 Oct. 9:00 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL from Route 12 to South Pomfret Rd. in Pomfret. 

4 mi. moderate. Roma Pulling 773-6997 

23 Oct . 1:00 p.m. 

( Sun . ) 

GREAT ROARING BROOK ROAD, Shrewsbury to Plymouth town line. 

2 mi. easy. Bernie Donahue 773-7462 

29 Oct. 9:00 a.m. 

( Sat . ) 

HERRICK MOUNTAIN, Ira. Northeast approach, some bushwhacking. 

10 mi. difficult. Herb Ogden (W)775-3368 

(H)775-1 350 

30 Oct . 1:00p.m. 

(Sun. ) 

AFTERNOON HIKE. Easy. 

Ira Hawley 775-4149 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1 , Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 775-3361 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quar- 
terly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work 
parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at 
most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help 
maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Routo 140 - Route 4) 
and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1 .00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to 

the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 

*If you first joined the Killington Section during 198*, the month of joining 
is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first part of 
the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month number; 
Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT FOR 1988 TO: 


W. Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mt. Club 
RFD 1, Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 


14 Ro9ers 4 D Gdi-fcleift 
RR 1, Box 363 
G&fet l ©ten j VT 05735 
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KILLINGTON SECTION BOOSTS 
LONG TRAIL PROTECTION FUND 

by Ray Catozzi 

The Killington Section has voted to 
substantially aid the parent Club in its 
campaign to raise $1.4 million to buy 
northern Vermont laud where the Long 
Trail passes. Land covering 34 miles of 
the LT is up for sale, and the Club ur- 
gently needs to permanantly protect this 
unique natural Vermont resource. 

The late Dorothy Kirk, a member of 
the Killington Section, bequeathed $1000 
to help preserve the Long Trail, 
America’s oldest 1 ong-dist ance hiking 
trail and inspiration for the 2100 mile 
Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia. 

Killington Section directors have 
voted that Mrs. Kirk’s $1000 bequest be 
donated to the Long Trail Protection 
Fund in care of the main Club in 
Montpelier. This amount is to be 
matched two to one, by combined effort 
of the Killington Section’s own fund 
raising campaign and funds from the Kil- 
lington Section’s Trails and Shelters 
budget . 

The Section urgently requests dona- 
tions from all sources — members, non- 
members, corporations, groups -- to help 
meet the local goal of raising $2000 to 
match Mrs. Kirk’s bequest two to one. 
The Section recently held a lawn sale 
that netted about $500. 

Anyone wishing to contribute toward 
the preservation of our Long Trail up 
north should make checks or money orders 
payable to the LONG TRAIL PROTECTION 
FUND and send them to Wally Rogers, 
Treasurer, Killington Section, RFD 1, 
Box 363, Castleton VT 05735. All 
donations to this worthy cause are tax 
dedectible . 

To date, the Green Mountain Club has 
raised approximately $650,000 through 
donations, grants, and pledges. It has 


already acquired title to two parcels of 
land, covering several of the 34 miles 
in need of protection. Included in this 
figure is a $150,000 technical assis- 
tance grant from the U. S. Park Service 
to aid in mapping and surveying the land 
in question, and a $50,000 challenge 
grant from the State of Vermont that 
must be matched three to one by the Club 
and the public. 


CHITTENDEN BROOK TRAIL 

16 July 1988 
by Roma Pulling 

It was our luck to have our hike fall 
in the midst of a prolonged heat wave. 
Considering that fact, we reversed our 
original plan and started where the Long 
Trail crosses Route 73 in Brandon Gap, 
hiked south to the junction with the 
Chittenden Brook Trail, and walked 
downhill to the Chittenden Brook 
Campground. The higher elevations of 
the Long Trail were actually cool. The 
heat didn’t hit us until we stopped for 
lunch near the end of the hike. 

It was surprising that this side 
trail was cleared better many sections 
of the Long Trail (not including the 
Killington Section, of course). Someone 
had been there recently and cut weeds 
and brush, making a swath at least three 
feet wide. 

Eight people hiked this day. We all 
got into Jerry Parker’s truck, which we 
had spotted at the Chittenden Brook 
Campground, and headed back to our cars 
at Brandon Gap. We made one stop on the 
way -- at a pull-out east of the Gap 
where there are exhibits relating to the 
Mount Horrid Cliffs and a nearby beaver 
dam. 

A1 and I hope to see you out again in 
cooler weather. 



WALLINGFORD POND 

24 July 1988 
by Rob Carey 

About a dozen members and guests en- 
joyed this afternoon hike. Instead of 
following the old road, we started from 
Kent Farm Road. From here we followed 
an old road up a moderate grade for 
about a mile until we reached the height 
of land and an important junction. To 
the left the road goes to Mt. Holly. To 
the right or straight, the road reaches 
the Pond in about a quarter of a mile. 

We had listed swimming as a possible 
activity on this trip, but this was one 
of the few cool weekends of the summer 
so there were no takers. It was a 
beautiful day to view the pond and be 
outside. We saw ashes of small forest 
fires near the pond. As we left, we met 
three people fishing. Their luck hadn’t 
been too good. 

The return trip was quick, easy, and 
almost all downhill. While driving 
back, several hikers stopped to look at 
the stones in the graveyard on Sugar 
Hill Road. 


Herb Ogden, 

Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Ray Catozzi 
Irene Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


& Blazes Staff 

Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 

Distribution 


S moke 

Jr . 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford 
110 Merchants Row, Rutland 05701 
SEND COPY BY 2 JANUARY 1989, PLEASE!!! 


The Editor regrets the lateness of this 
issue. It was caused mostly by his ab- 
sence from Rutland while he represented 
clients in a three week trial in Orleans 
Superior Court in Newport. 


TAMARACK NOTCH TO GOVERNOR CLEMENT 
SHELTER 

30 July 1988 
by Stephen Pulling 

I first decided to lead this hike be- 
cause it would be a perfect winter hike 
along old logging roads through some 
beautiful territory. So we scheduled 
the hike on December 2 0th. But the 
weather turned against us about halfway 
to Governor Clement Shelter as some low 
flying clouds with rain set in and we 
retreated to the cars. Popular demand 
had us reschedule the hike for the sum- 
mer, so we made it a cookout hike. 

July 30th was one of those extra warm 
days, but the heat didn’t affect us too 
much because we were in a pretty thick 
forest and shaded from the sun most of 
the time . A new logging road had been 
built since my original hike scouting 
trip, which threw me a bit, but I got 
oriented quickly and off we went. 

Eleven hikers started out from the 
Rousseau Camp in Tamarack Notch and fol- 
lowed old and new logging roads up over 
Stone Hill, eventually getting to Bove 
Camp. At this point Jerry Parker led us 
along a newly cut snowmobile trail to 
the Poczobut Camp, which is just up the 
hill from our destination, Governor Cle- 
ment Shelter. 

Our meals on wheels driver got dis- 
tracted in Rutland and was quite late 
arriving with our lunch for the planned 
cookout. Thanks to the Carey family, 
who met us at the shelter, no one 
starved waiting for A1 to show up ninety 
minutes late. 

Half of us hiked back to Tamarack 
Notch after lunch, while the other half 
of our group rode back to Rutland with 
A1 . I think the cookout hike idea was a 
good one, and I think we should plan 
more in the future. The only thing I 
would do differently is to hire a dif- 
ferent driver if one is needed to meet 
the group! 

[Editor’s Note: See Vol . 41 , No. 1 
for a chilling account of the first at- 
tempt at this hike.] 
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G.G.G. WORK PARTY 

13 August 1988 
by Stephen Pulling 

As most active members know, the AMC 
and GMC are trying to buy the land along 
the LT for a corridor where development 
will be prohibited, to protect our 
hiking trail. Some landowners along the 
trail are not willing to sell their land 
so we sometimes move the trail onto 
lands that can be bought more easily. 

The trail between Route 103 and 
Clarendon Shelter is one of those that 
had to be moved. We had to move the 
trail a few hundred yards west of the 
old location. If you can’t picture the 
new terrain in your mind, let me tell 
you it’s nothing like the old There is a 
cl imb on that new sect ion that is the 
steepest on our 22-mile stretch of LT 
including on Killington. 

Ray Catozzi named the area "The Great 
Gorge Gulch" [G.G.G. for short --Ed.] 
which is very appropriate. The steep 
climb is worth the effort, as there is a 
beautiful lookout on top. Views to the 
southwest include Clarendon Gorge and 
the Rutland Airport. 

We picked the hottest day of the year 
but much to my surprise a crew organized 
by the main club did all of the rock 
step work up the gulch. Our Killington 
section crew did open up all the rest of 
the new trail with saws, axes, clippers, 
and strong muscles. [It was a jungle 
—Ed.] 

My special thanks go to the following 
members for their hard, unselfish work: 
Jerry Parker, Churchill Scott, Roma and 
A1 Pulling, Herb Ogden, Sue Thomas, Rob 
Carey, and Ray Catozzi. 


MYSTERY HIKE IN MT. HOLLY 

7 August 1 988 
by Ira Hawley 

We left the park at the usual time 
minus some of the usual hikers that join 
us there, but three new hikers did go. 


We gained three more hikers at the Long 
Trail crossing at Route 103. Then on to 
Mt . Holly and the hamlet of Hortonville 
and the base of Salt Ash Mountain. We 
left the cars at a small cemetery in the 
corner of the town of Shrewsbury. 

As we started walking into the town 
of Mt. Holly, we were joined by a 
friendly dog, possibly a stray, as it 
had no collar, although we first assumed 
it belonged to a family of a house that 
we passed. As we continued along easy 
walking on a 1 ong- disc onti nued town 
road, we passed by an unmaintain ed and 
ancient cemetery with most of the 
headstones pushed over flat on the 
ground by cattle using this area as pas- 
ture. Our lunch spot was an active log 
loading area and our chairs were log 
piles. Our new friend (the Dog) had her 
lunch on everyone’s handouts. A ten 
minute walk took us to Lake Ninevah, a 
pretty piece of water. Other people 
were enjoying a cooling dip on this very 
warm day. Also our friend (the Dog) 
took her dip to cool off. 

We retraced our path for about a mile 
to an intersection of this old road and 
followed a different route past a cel- 
la rhole which must have gone with a 
large house. Then we went on down grade 
to a large farm in a quiet setting by 
itself surrounded by hills and forest. 
About 100 yards off the road and on a 
knoll we explored the very old Martin 
family cemetery. 

My pickup truck was waiting to take 
us back to the beginning of our trek. 
The thermos jug of cold water was wel- 
come and refreshing. Out new friend 
(the Dog) was glad to ride with us back 
to our cars. We hope her home was in 
this vicinity. 


IN MEMORIAM: RUTH A. FOSTMAN 

Mrs. Fostman, one of the original 
members of the Green Mt. Club, died on 5 
August 198 8 at Pleasant Manor Nursing 
Home in Rutland. She was 97. 
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BATTENKILL CANOE TRIP 

2-4 September 1988 
by Stephen Pulling 

There are so many things about the 
canoe trip that I promised the par- 
ticipants I wouldn’t report, that there 
isn’t much to summarize! To say the 
least, it was a very fun trip with a 
perfect mix of calm and white water. 
The weather was perfect on Friday and 
Saturday, but we got kind of damp on 
Sunday . 

Friday night we pitched our tents in 
an overf 1 ow are a for Labor Day Weekend 
at an Arlington campground. One of the 
highlights of the weekend was watching a 
group of flatlanders pitch their tents 
late Friday. It was a real comedy show 
for us to watch as we sat around our 
picnic table making snide remarks. 

Our flatland friends kept us awake 
half the night partying, but we had a 
long day ahead of us Saturday, so we got 
up early, broke camp, spotted cars (I 
won’t say where), had breakfast provided 
by Jerry and Sue, and drove to 
Manchester, where our trip began. 

The Battenkill is a very calm river 
in Manchester, similar to Otter Creek, 
with numerous log crossings. Just north 
of Arlington is a bad set of rapids that 
Doug and I negotiated but the remaining 
canoeists walked around not wanting to 
take a chance. 

The remainder of Saturday was spent 
playing around in the Class I and II 
rapids. I think everyone had fun enjoy- 
ing the beautiful scenery, passing peole 
in tubes, and testing their canoeing 
skills on the tougher turns. 

About 6 p.m. we beached our canoes at 
our "primitive" campsite on the 
Vermont-New York border. We built a 
fire, cooked supper, and sat around late 
into the night shooting the breeze, 
reminiscing, and giving marshmallows 
cooking lessons. 

Sunday morning came early and with 
rain in the forecast we hurriedly had 
breakfast, broke camp, packed our gear 
away, and took off paddling. The water 


was faster than Saturday so we made good 
time. With the exception of one bad 
strainer that we carried around, the 
river was fun and challenging. 

The rains came upon us about 10 a.m. , 
just hard enough for us to put on our 
raincoats. Canoeing in the rain isn’t 
bad if you know the cars aren’t too far 
away. About 11 a.m. we got to East 
Greenwich, N.Y. , where our pick up 
vehicles were waiting for us just where 
we spotted them Saturday. All seven of 
us had a great time and I h ad four re- 
quests for the Battenkill next year! 


SWASHING BUCKLIN 

10 September 1988 
by Herb Ogden 

Accompanied by fully half the people 
who volunteered to work on the Bucklin 
Trail in response to my notice in the 
last S&B , I set out from Brewers Corners 
on the Wheeler ville Road on a gorgeous 
early fall morning. Jerry Parker drove 
almost to the upper Brewers Brook cross- 
ing, using the logging road that 
branches from the old Coach Road up Kil- 
lington, and the two of us spent the en- 
tire day on the upper 2.2 miles of the 
Killington Section’s longest side trail. 

The uppermost half mile needed the 
most work. We pruned back a lot of 
brush, dug long ditches to drain the 
trail, and put in waterbars. The rest 
of the trail needed less clearing , but 
drainage was a problem there, too. 
Jerry moved so many rocks putting in 
waterbars that his shovel blade finally 
broke. But, after a long day’s work, we 
left the trail with a good sense of ac- 
complishment at having restored a 
neglected stretch of trail. 


DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&B’S? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to us. 
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TAG SALE 

24 September 1 988 
by Sue Carey 

What a great success! It was a 
beautiful sunny day and with si 1 the 
support we received from our memoers we 
raised $500. It was great to see so 
many Sect ion members pi tching in to 
help. Sue Thomas made some nice posters 
and Roma worked on the written advertiz- 
ing. Rob and Herb solicited donations. 
Wally took care of the change. Linda 
Pe llerin and I marked the items the 
night before, and on Saturday Linda, 
Rob, Roma, and Sue set up and worked 
during the sale. Thanks to all the hel- 
pers and donors. A special thanks to 
Mountain Travelers on Woodstock Avenue 
and the Army-Navy Store on Center Street 
in Rutland for their donations to the 
sale . 


CANTY TRAIL WORK PARTY 

25 September 1988 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Since I still had half my volunteers 
for the Buckl in Trail work party but 
hardly any more Bucklin Trail to work 
on, I persuaded the entire remaining 
volunteers to take on the Canty Trail up 
Blue Ridge Mountain. The Perkinses, 
from Tall Timbers, used to maintain this 
trail for the GMC, but they said they 
couldn’t keep it up any more and wel- 
comed a Killington Section work party. 
So Ben Florczak (the other half of the 
Bucklin Volunteers) an d I spent a very 
pleasant day putting the upper two- 
thirds of this pretty trail back into 
shape . 

Our biggest project was just below 
the summit, where we cleared 3 ut the 
badly overgrown short side trail to the 
west vista, and some of the visi a, too. 
Our reward was a beautiful vi aw from 
Rutland City to the Adirondacks Just a 
few hours earlier, we’d met descending 
hikers who complained about aLl that 


climb for so little view. It’s too bad 
we hadn’t told them which branches to 
scramble through so that they could have 
enjoyed the view that we later opened 
up, rather than the much poorer 
southerly view from the actual summit. 

We also dug or redug some ten water- 
bars, in the process persuading a small 
brook to get out of our trail and go 
back where it belonged. 

Once the bottom third of the Canty 
Trail is cleared and the whole thing is 
reblazed, we’ll have a trail to be proud 
of. Any volunteers for 1989? 


M00SALAM00 (AND LANA FALLS TOO) 

1 October 1 988 
by Sue Thomas 

When we assembled at the Falls of 
Lana parking lot to begin our hike up 
Mt . Moosalamoo, I gave the group a 
choice. We could hike up the boring old 
road the the Falls, or take a new and 
more ... interesting route. Obviously 
they haven’t learned yet not to follow 
me because they opted for the new way, 
and we set off up the north side of the 
falls — straight up the rocks, that is! 
We were rewarded with a different view 
of the falls, and, a litl e further 
along, another rock outcropping that 
looked out on Lake Dunmore. That's 
about all we saw though, due to the 
haziness of the day. As we left the 
Falls of Lana picnic grounds and started 
to climb the mountain, October began to 
feel more like July, and people shed 
layers of jackets and sweaters. 

Because the haze obscured the views 
and because we had a lot of miles ahead 
of us, we decided not to take a side 
trail to Rattlesnake Cliffs, but con- 
tinued on to the top of Moosalamoo for a 
well-deserved lunch break, where we were 
treated to yet another view of the haze 
while we rested and ate. Someone with 
sharp, haze-piercing eyes spotted what 
we thought were cows in a pastue below, 
but, when they hadn’t moved at all by 
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the time we left, we determined that 
they were rocks, not cows. For 
wildlife, we had to settle for a fuzzy 
caterpillar who tried to share Roma’s 
lunch . 

We descended from the summit and 
crossed over to the North Branch Trail 
which led us along a brook back to the 
picnic area, where we found the Hawleys 
waiting for us. That was a pleasant 
surprise, and a nice ending to a long 
and enjoyable hike. 


HERRICK MOUNTAIN 

29 October 1 988 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Nine hikers turned out in rather raw 
weather for what was billed as a ten 
mile difficult hike with some 
bu shwhachk ing. Actually, it was more 
like six miles than ten, but there was a 
little rugged going, and we did have to 
bushwhack for a mile or so at the top. 
As far as anyone knew, this was the 
first Killington Section trip up Herrick 
Mountain, s o we were not sure what to 
expect. Now that we know, we’ 11 go 
again! 

We drove from West Rutland up the 
Clark Hill Road. Rather than decorate 
the road with various under carr aige 
parts of Sandy Partridge’s sedan, we 
left the cars not far beyond the end of 
the maintained road, near the height of 
land. Enjoying nice views from the old 
road, we descended to the southwest cor- 
ner of West Rutland, then ascended to 
the northwest on a long-abandoned Ira 
town road, retracing in reverse a little 
of the 1986 Ar ound Herrick Mountain 
hike . 

Br anching south on a well- defined 
woodroad, we ascended the east flank of 
the 2401 ' knob north of Herrick Mountain 
that is known for Ben’s Slide on its 
north face. At this point, the leader 
had a little fun exploiting his friends’ 
topographic bef uddlemen t , leading them 
west into the saddle between the Ben's 


Slide knob and Herrick itself while they 
thought they were going east and were 
sure they ought to be going west -- 
which they were! In the saddle, we left 
the last woodroad and simply climbed 
south along a ridge of fairly open 
hardwood forest, mostly avoiding a lot 
of raspberry bushes. Maybe 0.2 miles 
north of the summit, we found a beauti- 
ful view of the Birdseye cliff. It’s 
probably also a beautiful view of the 
Adirondacks, but we couldn’t see much 
farther than Bomoseen through clouds and 
an occasional snow shower. 





gave us a fair view to the south and a 
sheltered (?) place for lunch. We 
puzzled over the remains of what seemed 
to be a very small aluminum tower before 
heading back north along the ridge. 

On the way back, we followed the 
well-defined woodroad around the south 
side of a 2 185’ knob, passing an old 
foundation where even the 1869 Beers At- 
las shows no road. We entered the Clark 
Hill Road south of the torn- up bridge 
near what the Beers Atlas shows as the 
J. Mundy place, now only a cellarhole. 
After locating the J. Mumford cellarhole 
north of the brook, we headed back up 
Clark Hill to the cars. 

Sandy Partridge graciously invited us 
to his home in Proctor for refershment 
and slides of a hike along the Milford 
Track on the south island of New 
Zealand. Perhaps it wasn’t quite as out 
of the way as Herrick Mountain, but the 
Milford Track was very interesting to 
see, and Sandy’s photography was out- 
standing. We encouraged him to show his 
New Zealand slides at a future Kil- 
lington Section gathering. 


6 


MYSTERY HIKE IN CHITTENDEN 

30 October 1988 
by Ira Hawley 

The morning had been a succession of 
snow flurries and blue sky with bright 
sunshine and when we assembled at the 
park more clouds threatened what looked 
like snow. As this was to be an after- 
noon hike , we planned a short drive to 
Chittenden to Casey Road, and were for- 
tunate to have plentiful parking space 
for the eleven cars. 

We proc eeded into the woods via a 
discontinued town road on a moderate 
downgrade. We came upon a huge boulder 
at the side of which was a long- 
abandoned family sedan. Farther along 
was a cellar hole as evidence of the 
site of dwellers many years ago. We now 
came out of the woods to the traveled 
part of Dugway Road. Our return was by 
the same route but now it was all 
uphill . 

It di d n ot storm after al 1 , and on 
arriving back at the start, everyone en- 
joyed refershment in the sweet cider 
awaiting us. The short afternoon had 
provided some envigorating exercise. 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

The hurricane of 21 September 1938 
wreaked havoc over a wide area, destroy- 
ing timber, homes, and means of 
transportation. One thing that has sur- 
vived this shocker, several wars, and 
personal loss, has been the 18 September 
19 38 marriage of Ira Hawley and Irene 
Wilder. 

Ira and Irene had a family of four 
children. Lorraine lives with her 
parents, Lucinda passed away in 1961, 
Norman works in the graphics department 
at the Rutland Herald , and Sharon is 
married to a local excavator. 

Ira is one of our hike leaders and 
has furnished the maple syrup for our 
sugar-on-snow parties for several years. 

We hope your 50th anniversary was a 


happy one and that there will be many 
more golden years. 


ENVIRONMENTAL WEEKEND AT SEYON RANCH IN 
GROTON 

by Sue Carey 

The weekend of 25-26 February 1989 
has been reserved for an environmental 
learning program at Seyon Ranch. Last 
year several people I know went and en- 
joyed it so much that I thought the Kil- 
lington Section would be interested. 
The lodge is heated with a furnace so 
you don’t have to worry about getting 
cold at night. We haven't finalized the 
program yet, but it could include winter 
tracking, bird banding, star identifica- 
tion, or Vermont mammals. If you have a 
preference, let me know. 

The cost includes the program, four 
meals, an d a heated lodge. You should 
bring a sleeping bag and skis. Snow- 
shoes are available at the ranch. 
Prices are $45 per adult, $27 per child 
under 12, and $10 per preschooler. 

It sounds like a great way to spend 
an winter weekend. Please let me know 
at least two weeks in advance if you 
want to go. Sue Carey 446-2830. 


Ray Catozz i spotted the following ar- 
ticle in the October, 1988 Berkshire Ex- 
change (Berkshire Chapter, Appalachian 
Mountain Club), which had reprinted it 
from the AMC Worcester Chapter’s 
Wachusett Views . Do you suppose what 
goes on in the White Mountains just 
might have a parallel over here in the 
Green Mountains? 


WHO GOES TO THE MOUNTAINS? 

by Mike Makynen 

Who goes to the mountains? Well, if 
the crowds we saw one recent Columbus 
Day are any indication, then the answer 
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must be that everybody goes to the moun- 
tains 

We saw upwards of a hundred people of 
all shapes, sizes, and levels of ex- 
perience. In keeping with this 

newsletter’s recent interest in pub- 
lishing lists, I offer the following ob- 
servations on the type of hikers to be 
found in the mountains. 

A. The Veteran . The veteran has been 
there before, usually more than once, 
probably even in winter. Still wishes 
it was possible to get to the mountains 
more often. Carries quality equipment, 
most of it well worn. Can always be 
counted on for good advice and for a 
good story. 

B. The Family . A yound couple with 
young kids. Often seen struggling to 
make it to the summit — in fact, maybe 
they don’t always get there. Everyone 
pitches in to carry gear and lunch. 
Kids: "Are we almost there?" Parents: 
Just over the next rise." 

C. The Family 1 5 Years L ater . Kids 
are young adults and look more like 
their parents than before. Often accom- 
panied by date or spouse. Parents are 
in even better shape than when in Group 
B. Whole family is now in Group A and 
got there without even realizing it. 
Very comfortable together. 

D. C ouples . We saw couples from 
three generations. A good opportunity 
to get to know each other. The special 
thrill of the mountains is better when 
there is someone to share it with. 

E. Outi ng Clu b . Always interesting 
to see. Wide variety of equipment and 
experience. A safe chance to learn from 
a friendly teacher. Includes AMC, 
school clubs, church groups, scouts.... 
The way many of got started. 

F. Rambo . Apparently this is am ex- 
clusive male group. Carries a 
"climbing" rope on a ridge hike. Not to 
be confused with a rock climber, except 
by another Rambo. Carries very large 
belt knife. Wears a lot of camoflage. 
Struts . 


G. High Climber Thinks the mountains 
are not high enough. Smokes marijuana 
on the top of Mt. Lincoln. 

H. The Indiscriminate Climber . Dis- 
regards signs saying no camping within 
200 feet of trail or water. Makes large 
wood fire. Maikes large noise. Makes 
large mess. Excuse: "Other people have 
camped here before us, and besides, we 
can carry all this beer only so far." 

I. The Refrig erator . Has different 
thermostat from the rest of us. Wears 
shorts on Lafayette even though tempera- 
ture is in the thirties with strong 
winds. Doesn’t wear long pants until 
snowshoe season. 

J. The Backpac ker . Strong hiker. 
Carries pack, tent, food, overnight 
gear. Cruises over trails where many of 
us have trouble carrying a sweatshirt. 

K. T^e Model Hi ker . Don’t get me 
wrong. I have nothing against fashion. 
There’s no reason why a person’s entire 
outfit, including boots, pack, raingear, 
socks, underwear (?), and hiking com- 
panions shouldn’t all be new, clean, ex- 
pensive, and color coordinated. After 
all, I get those catalogs too. Maybe 
it’s just envy. 

L. The Earnest Talker. Two or more 
hikers who like and respect each other 
and who don’t get together as much as 
they’d like. Linked together by non- 
stop, wide ranging conversation, they 
talk up one mountain and down the next, 
for hours on end, but somehow never seem 
to finish what they have to say. 

M. The Rookie . Keeps looking at the 
last mountain and saying, "I can’t 
believe we hiked all that way." Looks 
in the hut for a wastebasket to deposit 
trash. Wonders how they get all that 
food up there. 

Of course there are other categories 
that are not included here. For ex- 
ample, there are the hikers who always 
us e a walking stick, and there are the 
hikers who always bring their dog, and 
there are photographers, and there are 
guidebook addicts. In fact, believe it 
or not, there are even people who make 
up lists as they trudge along. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 
someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 


6 Nov. 
(Sun. ) 

1 : 00 

p .m. 

12 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

19 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

5:30 

p .m. 

4 Dec . 
( Sun . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

11 Dec. 
( Sun . ) 

12:30 

p .m. 

17 Dec. 
( Sat . ) 

6:30 

p .m. 

23 Dec. 
(Fri. ) 

6:30 

p .m. 

3 Jan. 
( Tue . ) 

7:00 

p .m. 

7 Jan . 
( Sat . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

15 Jan. 
( Sun . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

21 Jan. 
( Sat . ) 

12:30 

p .m. 

29 Jan. 
( Sun . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


LEADER 


BALD MOUNTAIN, Mendon. 4 mi. moderate. Bernie Donahue 775-7462 


HIKING THROUGH HISTORY, Rutland. Tour historic sites in the 
Rutland area. A1 & Roma Pulling 773-6997 

COVERED DISH SUPPER, Unitarian-Universalist Church Basement, 

West Street, Rutland Sue Thomas 773-2185 

MT. NICKWACKETT, Goshen. 5 mi. difficult, steep. 

Steve Pulling 773-6997 

NATURAL BRIDGE, North Dorset. 3 mi. moderate. Hike from 
Emerald Lake State Park to a natural bridge spanning a gorge. 

Sue Thomas 773-2185 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING, Rutland. Join us for caroling at various 
locations throughout Rutland. Virginia Scott 775-1494 

MOONLIGHT HIKE. 3 mi. easy, by the light of a full moon. 

Steve Pulling 773-6997 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, 35 Burnham Ave., Rutland. Come help us 
plan our next schedule. Sue Thomas 773-2185 


HANCOCK BRANCH, Hancock. 4 mi. moderate. Ski or snowshoe only. 
in from Texas Falls. Herb Ogden (W)775-3368 

(H)775-1 350 


GILMORE POND, Bristol. 4 mi. moderate. Snowshoe only ; not 
suitable for skis. Jerry Parker 775-6208 


RAILROAD BED SKI, Pawlet. 6-8 mi. easy. Ski along the old bed of 
the Rutland & Washington R.R. Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 


HILDENE SKI, Manchester. Cross country ski on the grounds of 
historic Hildene, home of Robert Todd Lincoln. Trail fee. 

Ray Catozzi 773-3006 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 775-3361 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 



I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Moun- 
tain Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club 
quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates 
at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts 
help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 
4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1.00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to 

the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 

-o- v 

*If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of 
joining is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first 
part of the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month 
number; Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 






APPALACHIAN TRAIL, POMFRET 

15 October 1988 
by Roma Pulling 

There were so many dark days this 
fall that we felt very fortunate to have 
a partly sunny one, and the temperature 
was ideal. Nine people met at the park 
in Rutland, and a tenth hiker met us at 
the trailhead on Route 12. 

With so much driving necessary to get 
to the section of the AT that we were 
interested in, we didn’t want to plan a 
long hike and decided on the roughly 
four miles starting on the Pomfret Road 
1.6 miles north of the store in South 
Pomfret. I grew up not far away but had 
never hiked this trail. Much of it had 
been relocated since our guidebook was 
printed. 

Our route led us across Pomfret Brook 
on rocks, and across Bartlett Brook Road 
and Barnard Stage Road to Route 12. We 
crossed at least two hills with some- 
times steep ascents. To our surprise the 
trail was barred in several places by 
barbed wire and electric fence. In a 
yard between a dilapidated house and 
barn we had to clamber over an old 
wooden gate. And we had what was for 
most of us a first encounter with a 
stile. This led up and over a stone 
wall into a pasture which we shared with 
a herd of Black Angus cattle while we 
enjoyed the perfectly gorgeous view. At 
this point we weren’t far from Route 12 
and the end of our hike. 

On our way back to Rutland we had one 
more chance to appreciate the fall 
foliage . 


COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUES: The life of 

Jarvis Snodgrass (short biography). 

Renew your membership now so you won’t 
miss it! 


HUNTING THROUGH HISTORY 
12 November 1988 
by Roma Pulling 

Twenty people gathered on a crisp but 
sunny opening day of deer season. While 
three hunters checked in at the fire 
station with their kill, a hostess in 
pseudo-colonial costume greeted par- 
ticipants in our first-ever historical 
field trip. 

Ve visited the Fort Rutland marker in 
front of the Armory and talked about the 
location and dimensions of the fort and 
then headed west and south in our cars. 
At Evergreen Cemetery it was noted that 
the gravestones of our first settlers, 
James and Mercy Mead, do not seem to be 
as old as their death dates would indi- 
cate. At Center Rutland Falls we in- 
spected the abutments of former bridges 
and discussed the location of Fort 
Ranger . On to the West Proctor Road and 


PLEASE RENEW 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
NOV! 

To be a member in good standing through 
the end of 19 89, please send in your 
dues now if you haven’t already. 
There’s a renewal form at the end of 
this Issue. A list of 198 9 members, 
with addresses, will be published in the 
next Smoke 4 Blazes . (If you don’t want 
your address published, please tell the 
Secretary when you send in your dues or 
tell the Editor before the copy 
deadline.) Stay on board for 1989! 


the site of James Mead’s home and then 
to the grave of a member of Rogers’ 
Rangers off the Middle Road in Claren- 
don. (continued, p.2) 



As it was nearly noon by this time, 
we stopped beside the road (??!) for 
lunch and directed our attention north. 
We were fortunate to have an electrical 
engineer with us who could add to my 
limited information on Davenport's in- 
vention of the electric motor. The work 
shop where the motor was built is in 
Forest Dale. It is commemorated by a 
granite marker. I was indebted to this 
same engineer for help at the two iron 
furnaces we visited in Pittsford and 
Forest Dale as his study had been esten- 
sive . 

Other afternoon stops were at Fort 
Vengeance in Pittsford, the Stephen 
Douglas birthplace in Brandon, and the 
restoration of Ann Story’s cabin in 
Salisbury. 

This seemed to be a pleasant inter- 
lude while we waited for a safe date to 
enter the woods. 


COVERED DISH SUPPER, RUTLAND 

1 9 November 1 988 
by Sue Thomas 

GMC events involving food are tradi- 
tionally well attended, but this year we 
had a record number of participants. 
Perhaps it was because the setting was a 
bit more civilized than in years past, 
when we crammed ourselves in among the 
stored bunks at Rotary Cabin and at- 
tempted to eat our dinners with mittens 
on until the temperamental stove heated 
up. 

In any case, the turnout at the 
Unitarian Church in Rutland this year 
was large, which is always a good thing 
at a pot luck because it means MORE 
FOOD. If this trend continues, perhaps 
we’ll have to start planning a rigorous 
moonlight hike after the meal to atone! 

Instead, after a wonderful feast, 
Sandy Partridge took us all to New 
Zealand, via slides of his recent three 
day hike on the Milford Track. I’m sure 
he could have sold plane tickets im- 
mediately after the show because his ex- 


cellent slides of the spectacular 
scenery made many of us anxious to head 
down under. His slides showed a wide 
variety of climates, from rain forests 
and spectacular waterfalls to snow 
covered glaciers and mountain lakes. He 
even found a Sutherland Falls there, 
which ironically was the original name 
of Proctor, Vermont. 

All in all it was a great evening of 
food, new and old friends, and beautiful 
scenery, thanks to everyone who con- 
tributed goodies and especially to Sandy 
for sharing his New Zealand adventure 
with all of us. 


NICKWACKETT MOUNTAIN, CHITTENDEN 

4 December 1 988 
by Stephen Pulling 

I had never been to the top of Nick- 
wackett when I agreed to lead a club 
hike there. Being the conscientious 
type, I went to scout out the mountain, 
but not knowing where I was going, it 
took me a while to find the top. When I 
finally got to the summit it was cold, 
pouring rain, and foggy, but I could 
clearly see there was no lookout or even 
a place for a view. Later, my coach in 
the endeavor, Jerry Parker, informed me 
the lookout wasn’t on the summit but on 
the west ridge. My second scouting trip 
was much more successful and after 
seeing the spectacular views I couldn’t 
wait to lead the club up Nickwackett. 

December fourth was a cold, partly 
sunny morning. perfect for winter 
hiking. We drove up the Middle Road in 
Chittenden, left half the cars at the 
intersection of the snowmobile trail and 
spotted the rest about four miles away. 

We climbed immediately, up an old 
logging road. I gave everyone the op- 
tion of climbing to the uneventful sum- 
mit, but I had no takers, thank good- 
ness. We hiked up and over the south 
knee of Nickwackett and bushwhacked to a 
nice lookout just above Rowe’s develop- 
ment off the West Road. Beautiful views 
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of the Rutland valley from the north 
were displayed there. 

We then bushwhacked back to the log- 
gi ng road and followed it for about a 
mile where we bushwhacked again up to an 
area called White Pastures. From there, 
you get the most spectacular views of 
the valley south to Danby, west to Bird 
Mountain and Grandpa’s Knob, and, 
believe it or not, north to Brandon. We 
could have stopped for lunch while 
taking in the sights but a frigid wind 
drove us to a more protected spot to 
start a fire and cook lunch. 

After lunch we hiked due north in the 
general direction of our spotted cars. 
One more bushwhack to a lookout with 
views of Brandon, and it was a short 
quarter mile downhill to the vehicles. 
If you like easy, short hikes with mar- 
velous views, Nickwackett Mountain - 
White Pastures is a must. 


TO THE DORSET NATURAL BRIDGE 
IN UNNATURAL TEMPERATURES 

11 December 1988 
by Sue Thomas 

When I saw the thermometer barely 
reading 0° on the morning of my hike, I 
doubted that anyone would want to go. 
This, however, was not the first time 
the foolishn. ... er, hardiness of the 
Ki llington Section has surprised me. 
Eight people braved the cold to accom- 
pany me to the Natural Bridge near 
Emerald Lake. We parked the cars at the 
State Park and set out wondering why we 
were there, where the strong wind made 
it feel well below zero, and I for one 
was not sure I’d be able to coax my car 
to start again when we returned. Once 
we got into the woods, though, we were 
sheltered from the wind, bringing the 
temperature back up to the balmy 0° we 
expected. Oh boy. 

The trail begins easily, but soon 
starts climbing steeply, and I chose to 
ignore complaints about the steepness 
since at least it warmed us up. Fast? 


When complaints got more frequent, I had 
to resort to the old "just around the 
next bend" and "it’s all level from 
here" trick, which must have worked be- 
cause everyone made it to the natural 
bridge, which is small but spans an im- 
pressive gorge. We didn’t linger long, 
and voted unanimously not to have a fire 
because it was just too darned cold to 
stand around unless actually in the 
f ire . 

The return trip was faster but 
chilly, and after a quick cookie break 
at the cars we fired up the heaters and 
( ^went home to warm up. 
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CAROLING 

17 December 1988 
by Virginia Scott 

We met at the City Park for our 
caroling on a beautiful clear but cold 
night. We were happy to have quite a 
f e w me n wi th u s . In fact, it was the 
best turnout for caroling in a while, 
with 13 or 14 in all. 

In three cars, we went to sing to 
Vera Perkins, who graciously asked us in 
and joined us in singing the old 
favorites. Then to Beverly Manor to 
sing to Doris Phillips. On to Mrs. Al- 
lard, then on to Mr. and Mrs. Nyiri. We 
checked at Jim Frink’s but they weren’t 
home. Our last place was Thelma 
Valiquette ’ s . 

We closed the evening at my house 
with cocoa, coffee, tea and munchies. I 
think everyone enjoyed themselves all 
evening. 

Even though we had no snow I think we 
had the Christmas spirit. 


MOONLIGHT HIKE, PROCTOR 

23 December 1988 
by Stephen Pulling 

I was a little concerned that, so 
close to Christmas, the turnout on this 
hike wouldn't be all that great. Much 
to my surprise fourteen hearty souls [28 
hearty soles — Ed.] showed up on what 
started out to be a cloudy night. All 
weather forecasts predicted a cloudy 
night b ut just as we left the cars the 
clouds cleared and the most beautiful 
full moon appeared. 

This year’s winter moonlight hike was 
to a place I call Proctor Highledge. It 
is a cleared area on top of a ledge, 
high above the village of Proctor west 
of town. There is a road all the way to 
the top used by jeeps and ATVs. From 
the top you can see the villages of 
Proctor and Pittsford, parts of Rutland 
and West Rutland, and in the moonlight 
you could see the summits of Pico Peak, 


Mendon Mt., and Killington Peak. 

It was fun looking off in the dis- 
tance and discussing where we thought 
lights were located. We started a fire 
to boil water for hot chocolate and ate 
Christmas cookies. This was one of the 
first moonlight hikes I've been on that 
wasn’t to one of our shelters on the 
Long Trail, but I think this was a nice 
change . 


HANCOCK BRANCH TRAIL 

7 January 1989 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Despite only an inch of snow in Rut- 
land and not much more in the nearby 
hills, everyone showed up with skis or 
snowshoes as ordered. The 7 skiers were 
not disappointed; the 3 snowshoers just 
walked through the half foot of snow 
that we happily found up in Hancock. 
Our goal was the logging road that 
leaves the Texas Gap Road and continues 
to follow the Hancock Branch of the 
White River some 2 miles northwesterly. 

Exbridge was what some of us decided 
to call the neighborhood we visited. A 
ski touring guide had listed five 
bridges on Forest Service Road 212, but 
the second was missing and the fourth no 
longer reached all the way across. 
Luckily, the Hancock Branch was frozen 
solidly enough that we could cross on 
the ice. A half-dozen gullies, where 
culverts had evidently been removed, 
also presented challenges, but one 
diehard even made it past the fifth 
bridge without removing his skis. (This 
is all by way of explanation why the 
walkers made it back before the skiers 
even though they had only 10 minutes 
head start on the downhill trip.) 

A cloudy day with gently falling snow 
limited our views to a few glimpses 
toward Kirby Peak, some 1200 feet above 
us. Nearby views included the track of 
a turkey that had taken much the same 
route as we, and a few deer tracks. 

After the fifth bridge, which was 
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well on its way to joining the ranks of 
the ex-bridges, the road pitched uphill 
to slab along the east side of the nar- 
rowing valley, and became overgrown with 
saplings. In response, the skiers be- 
came walkers too, and we made an excep- 
tion to the rule that walkers should 
st ay out of s ki tracks . As even the 
walking wasn’t good, we soon contented 
ourselves with a view down the valley 
and turned around. Lunch soon followed, 
with hot drinks from the soot-blackened 
denizen of the Section’s pack basket and 
a few hot dogs roasted over the fire. 

On the downhill trip, one of our num- 
ber unintentionally changed the shape of 
his ski and went the final half mile 
tipless. Of course, nobod y skied down 
to Texas Falls, the wonderfully frozen 
final stop of the trip. 



ENVIRONMENTAL WEEKEND AT SEYON RANCH IN 
GROTON 

by Sue Carey 

The weekend of 25-26 February 1989 
has been reserved for an environmental 
learning program at S eyon Ranch. Last 
year several people I know went and en- 
joyed it so much that I thought the Kil- 
lington Section would be interested. 
The lodge is heated with a furnace so 
you don’t have to worry about getting 
cold at night. We haven’t finalized the 
program yet, but it could include winter 
tracking, bird banding, star identifica- 
tion, or Vermont mammals. If you have a 
preference, let me know. 

The cost includes the program, four 
meals, an d a heated lodge. You should 
bring a sleeping bag and skis. Snow- 
shoes are available at the ranch. 


Prices are $45 per adult, $27 per child 
under 12, and $10 per preschooler. 

It sounds like a great way to spend a 
winter weekend. Please let me know by 
17 February if you want to go. Phone 
Sue Carey at 446-2850. 


DECISION ON LONG TRAIL RELOCATION AT 
WALLINGFORD GULF EXPECTED SOON 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

At a 2 December 1988 meeting for 
landowners, hikers, and other interested 
parties, the U.S. Forest Service and the 
National Park Service announced that 
their combined decision on relocating 
the Long Trail / Appalachian Trail at 
Wallingford Gulf would be made in early 
19 89. According to a 6 December 1988 
letter from the U.S. Forest Service, the 
Environmental Assessment recommendation 
was to be made later in December. 

At the meeting at the Wallingford 
School, where the Killington Section was 
represented by President Rob Carey and a 
half-dozen other members, discussion 
centered on the best route for the Trail 
from the Wallingford Gulf Road (Vt. 140) 
to the top of the Keewaydin Trail on 
White Rocks Mountain. This segment, 
within the Green Mountain National 
Forest purchase boundary, is the respon- 
sibility of the Forest Service. The 
planned relocation north of the Gulf 
Road, over Bear Mountain, is the respon- 
sibility of the National Park Service, 
which has bought a large tract where the 
northerly part of the relocation is 
planned. 

The fifty-odd people present proposed 
a number of alternatives including 
(described northbound) 

1 . rerouting the Trail onto or near 
the Keewaydin Trail to the White Rocks 
Picnic Area, then generally north, 
crossing the Gulf Road not far east of 
the Sugar Hill Road; 

2. rerouting the Trail onto the up- 
per part of the Keewaydin Trail, then 
east along Bully Brook and then through 
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the Wilson property (west of the present 
LT ) to Sugar Hill Road, then along an 
existing 200’ wide easement (just west 
of the present LT) through the Bluhm 
peoperty, then west along the Abatiell 
peoperty line to a Gulf Road crossing at 
an old dam substantially west of the 
present crossing; 

3. rerouting the Trail from east 
of Greenwall Shelter onto the McClure 
property, then onto the 200’ easement; 

4. keeping the Trail where it is south 
of Sugar Hill Road, then using the 200’ 
easement . 

Some of the problems preesented were: 

1. the present location is bad 
because it entails using a public road 
north of the Gulf Road; 

2. the present location is bad 
because, from the Butterworths ’ to Sugar 
Hill Road, the easement is only the 
width of the Butterworth private road, 
along which there might be development 
(McClures and Butterworths say at most 
two lots could be made from the McClure 
property facing the Butterworth Road, 
and the best building sites would be 
away from the road; the Forest Service 
seems less sure); 

3. as Rob Carey and Herb Ogden 
pointed out, relocation on the Keewaydin 
Trail is bad because the steep grade 
promotes erosion and discourages casual 
day hikers, and because the Trail then 
passes nowhere near Greenwall Shelter; 

4. Abatiell will not sell a mere 
easement across his crucially important 
property but insists the government buy 
the entire property south of the Gulf 
Road (the U. S.F.S. said Abatiell had 
been "intransigent, to a certain 
degree"; it prefers not to exercise its 
power to condemn property like this); 

5. Some Wallingford taxpayers 
want to minimize the government’s out- 
right purchase of land because that land 
is then removed from the town’s tax 
rolls ; 

6. Some people don’t realize that 
the Trail easement need not be the full 
1000’ wide that is authorized. 

Although those present were reluctant 


to speak up at first, they soon found 
their voices and a lively discussion 
ensued. Some had very different views, 
but they were generally courteous to one 
another and attempted to understand 
others’ views. 

Congratulations to the Forest Serv- 
ice, to the Park Service, and to those 
present for a productive evening. 


MAIN CLUB PROJECTS IN OUR AREA 
FOR 1989 

from a letter by Ray Auger, 

G.M.C. Field Supervisor 

Early Spring: Spring Lake Clearing 
Prescribed Burn. Joint project with the 
G.M.C. , A.T.C., U.S. Forest Service, and 
National Park Service. Volunteers are 
needed to assist, but the burn depends 
on the weather, so a firm date cannot be 
set . 

Spring (date to be set): Clarendon 
Gorge area cleanup, bank stabilization, 
etc., with volunteers from the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. "Pioneers." 

6 May: Ray Auger and the A.T.C.’s 
Kevin Peterson will hold a trail scout- 
ing and corridor monitor workshop in the 
Sherburne River Road (Quimby Mountain) 
area. Details in February Long Trail 
News . 

29 June - 3 July and 6 - 10 July: 
Route 103 to Clarendon Shelter reroute. 
G. M.C. /A.T .C. volunteer crew will com- 
plete major construction begun last sum- 
mer and open the reroute. This is a 
priority, so the crew will stay as long 
as it takes. The Main Club would like 
the Section to finish any brushing, 
blazing, etc., and to build two fence 
stiles just north of Route 103- 

Mid to late summer: Scouting poten- 
tial LT reroute from Route 140 in Wal- 
lingford Gulf to Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
over Bear Mountain. Construction may 
begin in 1990. 

Volunteers should call Steve Pulling, 
Ki llington Section Trails Sc Shelters 
Chairman, at 773-6997. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 
someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 

LEADER 



4 Feb. 
( Sat . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

OFF THE WHEELERVILLE ROAD, Mendon. 
Most suitable for skis or snowshoes. 
4 mi. moderate. 

Herb Ogden 

(H) 

(W) 

775-1350 

775-3368 

11 Feb. 
( Sat . ) 

12:30 

p .m. 

SLEDDING PARTY, Brandon. Bring a sled 
or toboggan if you have one. 

Steve Pulling 

773-6997 

19 Feb. 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 

a.m. 

GLEN DAM, Rutland. Ski or snowshoe . 
2 mi. easy; option for longer trip. 

Churchill Scott 

775-1494 

25 Feb.- 

26 Feb. 

( Sat . - 

Sun. ) 

9:00 a.m. 
on 25th 

WINTER WEEKEND at Seycn Ranch, Groton. 
Join us for a weekend of skiing and snow- 
shoeing, with nature programs. See p.4 
for details. $45/adult, $25/under 12, 

$1 0/preschooler . Reserve by 17 February. 

Rob 4 Sue Carey 

446-2830 

4 March 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

MEETINGHOUSE ROCK, North Shrewsbury. Roma Pulling 

Prepare for Town Meeting Day by visiting 
site where early settlers held meetings 
in Northam. Ski or snowshoe. 5 mi. easy. 


773-6997 

12 March 
( Sun . ) 

2:00 

p .m. 

SUGAR ON SNOW, Unitarian-Universalist 
Church, West St., Rutland. Our annual 
seasonal treat. Fee. Very easy. 

Sue Thomas 


773-2185 

1 9 March 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

WALLINGFORD-MT. TABOR AREA. Looking 
for cabin rumored once used by escaped 
convict. 4-5 mi. moderate. 

Jerry Parker 


775-6208 

1 April 
( Sat . ) 

11:11 

a.m. 

JARVIS SNODGRASS MEMORIAL EXCURSION. 

Delve into background of Gazebo namesake. 
3 mi. moderate; optional longer route. 

Herb Ogden 

(H) 

(V) 

775-1350 

775-3368 

4 April 
(Tue. ) 

7:00 

p .m. 

OUTING COMMITTEE MEETING, 35 Burnham St. 
Rutland. Come help plan next schedule. 

Sue Thomas 


773-2185 

9 April 
( Sun. ) 

9:50 

a.m. 

MYSTERY HIKE. 3-4 mi. moderate. 

Churchill Scott 

775-1414 

16 April 
( Sun . ) 

9:30 

a.m. 

WHITE ROCKS, Wallingford. Hike to ice 
beds or Keewaydin Trail to cliffs if 
weather permits. Bring cookout food. 
2-4 mi. moderate. 

Sue Thomas 


773-2185 

22 April 
( Sat . ) 

11:00 

a.m. 

ROCKY POND, Rutland. 3 Vi mi. easy. 
Rain date Sunday the 23rd. 

Ira Hawley 


775-4149 

29 April 
( Sat . ) 

7:00 

p .m. 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING at 
Unitarian-Universalist Church, West St., 

Rob 4 Sue Carey 

446-2830 
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Rutland. Meeting auid elections followed 
by program and refreshments. Everyone welcome! 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 775-3361 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Moun- 
tain Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club 
quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates 
at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts 
help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 
4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1.00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to 

the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 


*If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of 
joining is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first 
part of the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month 
number; Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 



Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING 

OF THE KILLINGTON SECTION 
BEGINS AT 7 P.M. ON SATURDAY 
2 9 APRIL IN THE UN ITAR IAN- 
UN IVERSALI ST CHURCH BASEMENT, 
117 WEST ST., RUTLAND. BUSI- 
NESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A 
PROGRAM AND REFRESHMENTS. 

COME TO THE MEETING. GUESTS 
ARE WELCOME, TOO. 


MOUNTAIN TOP HIKE 

29 January 1989 
by Bernie Donahue 

We went from the Stuart Reynolds 
property to the Chittenden - Mountain 
Top Road. Six made the hike, circling 
around the east side of the Chittenden 
Reservoir by Lefferts Pond and then back 
to the Reynolds property. It was a warm 
and sunny day, unlike most late January 
days in this locailty. Boots were the 
footwear of the day. 

Jerry Parker persuaded some of 
the group to leave the trail to observe 
trees clawed by bear. Then back to the 
trail to meet up with the rest. About 
five miles were covered in this delight- 
ful hike on such a splendid Sunday in 
mid-winter . 


Smoke ft Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Roma Pulling 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 
Distribution 


VHEELERVILLE ROAD AND EAST 

4 February 1 989 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

My luck in scheduling ski tours on 
the few weekends of this year when we 
had skiab le snow continued to hold, 
though the cover was a mite thin in 
places where sun or wind had gotten at 
the snow. And my skis are a little 
thinner in places as a result, probably. 

Our party drove in about a mile on 
the Wheel erville Road from Route 4, 
parking just short of a bridge. We 
skied northeasterly up a well-defined 
woodroad through nice evergreens, even- 
tually reaching some ski touring trails 
maintained (at least formerly) by the 
Cortina Inn. We then encountered a wel- 
ter of dog tracks and finally the dog, a 
very happy little beagle, and its 
master, apparently hunting rabbits. 

We next encountered some abandoned 
machinery and realized our sylvan sojurn 
was at am end when we wound up behind 
the state highway garage on Route 4. At 
least that gave Sue Thomas the chance to 
photograph some old cars f or a photog- 
raphy class scavenger hunt. Heading 
more to the south, we followed another 
woodroad across a brook and up onto a 
shoulder with a few views of Blue Ridge 
to the north for our lunch spot. 

Retracing our route a good deal 
faster on the downhill, we recrossed 
what seems to be the old ski trail from 
the Wheelerville Road to Sherburne Pass, 
slid through the evergreens, explored a 
side road that ended at the brook, where 
the bridge was long gone, and finally 
came out on the Wheelerville Road safe, 
sound, and envigorated. 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 
P.0. Box 147, Rutland VT 05702 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 1 JULY 1989, PLEASE!!! 
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"SLIDING" (?) PARTY 

1 1 February 1 989 
by Steve Pulling 

This year’s sliding party was 
quite different, to say the least. As 
in most winter activities this year, we 
had to change our plans a bit. We tried 
sliding down a hill on the Miner Farm in 
Brandon, but a lack of good snow cover 
caused us to lose interest very fast. 
We stood around talking more than slid- 
ing, so I talked people into taking a 
hike around Fern Lake and Lake Dunmore. 
For some reason, hiking on lakes is al- 
most fun as hiking around them. 

We found more snow on the lakes 
them we did on the sliding hill, which 
surprised most of us. We stopped and 
talked to some ice fisherman, and Mara 
Carey saw her first fish caught through 
the ice on Fern Lake. A leisurely walk 
across Fern Lake among the fishing 
shanties and up over the hill to Lake 
Dunmore and back completed our sliding 
party day. 


MEETINGHOUSE ROCK 
4 March 1989 
by Roma Pulling 

Morning brought some unpleasant, 
sleety weather, and late afternoon 
brought rain. But for several hours be- 
tween storms we enjoyed fine weather for 
our hike. 

Eight people gathered at the park 
for the ride to Shrewsbury. We drove 
the North Shrewsbury - West Bridgewater 
Road as fas as it was plowed and parked 
there. There was enough snow for 
skiing, and two people did. 

At the rock, we briefly reviewed 
the history of the place. Two of the 
men obligingly climbed to the top of the 
rock so we could see what it was like in 
1818, when Elder Abiatha Knapp stood on 
the rock and conducted church meetings 
in good weather. It is reported that 
baptisms and even a wedding were per- 
formed there. 

After our short history lesson, 
Jerry Parker showed us another route 
back to our cars which was much more in- 
teresting than retracing our steps would 
have been. Near the end of the hike, we 
found an ice sculpture which provided a 


photo opportunity. An overflowing well 
had frozen into an interesting formation 
at least ten feet high. 

At the conclusion everyone seemed 
to have enjoyed our trip back in time. 



SUGAR ON SNOW 

12 March 1989 
by Sue Thomas 

After several years of writing up 
the Sugar on Snow party for Smoke & 
Blazes, it's hard to find anything new 
to say. We came, we ate, we went home 
vowing to do 300 situps before bedtime. 
But year after year the sugar on snow 
party continues to b e a popular event, 
drawing a good crowd including several 
participants who attend no other club 
activities . 

Once again this year we all owe 
thanks to Jan and John Martin. Jan does 
such a good job of boiling down the sap 
every year that I’m afraid there’s no 
escape for her! We’re all very grateful 
for her continued dedication and for all 
of John’s help with the setting up and 
dismantling. 
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MOUNT TABOR TOUR 

19 March 1989 
by Jerry Parker 

Rain was the forecast for Satur- 
day and Sunday, which was more or less 
what I expected, since everyone knows it 
always rains when Jerry leads a hike, 
but the last day of winter turned out to 
be a beautiful day for a hike. Eight of 
us arrived at the Mt. Holly - East Wal- 
lingford section of the Green Mt. Na- 
tional Forest Mount Tabor Area, where we 
parked. 

We were headed to a small log 
cabin with a peculiar reputation. The 
first time I saw this cabin was on a 
snowmobile ride. I was told that an es- 
caped convict had built it and lived 
there for over a year before he was cap- 
tured. 

In early February I decided to 
find the direct trail to the cabin. I 
met some snowmobilers who gave me direc- 
tions. I was cross country skiing, so 
it seemed like a nice easy hike. There 
were a few more snowmobiles at the 
cabin. I mentioned the story of the 
convict. They told me "someone was 
pulling my chain," then they told me 
their version. A young carpenter from 
Weston decided to give up working for a 
living, so he built this cabin and lived 
off the land for over a year, until word 
got around. The state found out and 
made him move. He then pitched a tent 
in a different area. He was then caught 
burglarizing homes. With winter coming 
on, he asked to be put in jail. If he 
wasn’t a convict, he is now! 

We got on our way and met the 
snowmobile r who gave me directions in 
February. He was giving his dog a ride 
in a home-made trailer, a plastic barrel 
mounted on skis. [Jerry has a great 
photo of this. — Ed.] 

The trail was icy. Roma put on 
creepers that she brought. The rest of 
us wished we had some too. We arrived 
at the cabin, which has a sign "Out Law 
Camp," about 1 p.m. I started a fire 
which went out because of wet wood- It 
was restarted by Helen, a new hiker 
claiming she was a "Girl Scout." With 
five packs of matches, a Swiss Army 
knife, and food enough for a week in her 
pack, I think she was a survivalist. We 
ate lunch and enjoyed our hot drink. 

On our way back, on the first 


small hill we came to, Bernie had a 
board he took from the cabin. (Doesn’t 
this make him an outlaw, too?) He used 
it as a sled and beat us down the hill. 
We called it a "Bernie Board," and other 
hikers young at heart used it until they 
found pieces of plywood, their own 
"Bernie Boards.” Roma and I were busy 
trying to get pictures of them whizzing 
by. 

We did make it back all in one 
piece. The hikers all agreed that it 
was a great hike. Hope my luck con- 
tinues with good weather on any future 
hikes I lead. 



JARVIS SNODGRASS MEMORIAL EXCURSION 
1 April 1989 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

At 11:11 a.m. on the first day of 
April, a drizzly-looking morning, almost 
twenty hikers gathered for what may be- 
come an April Fool’s tradition honoring 
one of the less-known names in the pan- 
theon of Vermont political luminaries. 

Leaving our cars on the Upper Cold 
River Road in Shrewsbury, we hiked up 
the old public road to the Percival W. 
Clement Memorial Shelter. We could have 
skied, as a few inches of very dense 
snow covered the ground up there. Luck- 
ily, the snow was not sloppy, and even 
the out-of-state guest with the low 


Snodgrass Excursion (Cont’d from p . 3) 

sneakers, whom I had warned to expect 
soggy socks, had no trouble on the road 

On the way up, the Excursion Ex- 
ecutive (known as Hike Leader except on 
April Fool’s) pointed out the remains of 
a house where Jarvis Snodgrass did not 
sleep, as well as a ditch that was prob- 
ably the millr ace for a sawmill that 
shows on the 1869 Beers Atlas map.. 

Somebody nice, perhaps the shade 
of Snodgrass himself, had left a fire 
burning merrily on the hearth, cheering 
up the inside of the cavernous shelter 
and letting us have our hot chocolate 
and soup much faster than usual . 

The group then gathered around 
the Lieutenant Governor Jarvis Snodgrass 
Memorial Gazebo to pay its respects. 
Just then, the sun came out for the only 
time on the trip, providing a fine photo 
opportunity at this unusual monument. 

The venerable outhouse seems in 
good shape. My father, Herbert Ogden of 
Hartland, bought it from an elderly 
Shrewsbury lady around 1966 for $5-00, 
or $2.50 per hole. We hauled it up to 
the shelter on the be d of a Volkswagen 
pickup, no easy task — it’s hardwood. 

The Excursion Executive il- 
luminated the obscurity of Snodgrass’s 
life by passing out this article: 


SNODGRASS, JARVIS EZEKIEL 

Born in Avery’s Gore, Vermont, on 29 
February 1840; 

died in Mendon, Vermont, on 13 July 
1919. 

Lieutenant Governor of Vermont, 1919. 

Snodgr ass’s early life is 
obscure. His parents were Gideon Uriah 
Snodgrass and Belinda U. Snar khunter 
Snodgrass. They earned a meager living 
by travelling around northern New 
England digging ramps (wild onions), 
which they sold to Millerites, 
misanthropes, and others who wanted to 
avoid wordly society. 

The place of Snodgrass's birth is 
unknown. While the family bible records 
that he was born in Avery’s Gore, there 
were at the time of his birth Avery’s 
Gores in Addison, Washington, Franklin, 
and Essex Counties, the result of the 
General Assembly’s attempt to compensate 


a certain Avery for its failure to find 
a whole town to grant him. It is not 
known which of these Avery’ s Gores was 
Snodgrass’s natal non-town. Because his 
parents’ odiferous occupation kept them 
constantly on the move, they were in 
later years unable to remember in which 
gore they made their abode when their 
second son, Jarvis Ezekiel, first saw 
the light of day. Unfortunately, no one 
else was ever located who could state 
where Snodgrass was born, as the 
Snodgrasses' vile-smelling vocation en- 
couraged few people to make their last- 
ing acquaintance. 

Snodgrass’s youth and schooling 
were largely unremarkable insofar as 
they are known at all. His only youth- 
ful accomplishments of note were his 
ability to play the left-handed ocarina 
and his second prize in the South 
Northfield, Vermont, grammar school’s 
annual declamation contest. Snodgrass 
won this prize for his stirring recita- 
tion of President William Henry 
Harrison’s inaugural address. Critics 
later alleged that he won the prize only 
because none of the judges wanted to sit 
through Harrison’s inaugural, which was 
then the longest presidential inaugural 
on record. It is said the judges fled 
the hall after declaring young Snodgrass 
the winner for second place and remind- 
ing the aspiring orator of the fate that 
befell President Harrrison after he 
delivered that inaugural, namely death. 
It is also said that, in their haste, 
the judges not only forewent hearing the 
other speakers who were to follow 
Snodgrass and thus awarded no first 
prize, but even forewent the refresh- 
ments that were to follow the declama- 
tions. The truth of this charge cannot 
be verified. The record reveals only 
that no first prize was awarded that 
year . 

Keen ambition, and a keen sense of 
smell, led Snodgrass to leave the family 
business after finishing school. He be- 
came a clerk, then a partner, and 
finally sole owner of a haberdashery in 
the village of Wilder, catering to the 
dashing Dartmouth students of the post- 
Civil War era. The business, Wilder 
Fashions, failed soon after he assumed 
sole control, reputedly because 
Snodgrass, who was extremely bowlegged, 
stocked only those pants and breeches 
that fitted himself. 
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Snodgrass (cont.) 

Soon, however, Snodgrass moved 
to Corinth and established a successful 
printing business, securing the ex- 
clusive franchise to print posters for 
Colonel Frump's Gargling Oil for Horses 
and other popular patent medicines of 
the day. Snodgrass also printed a 
newspaper, the Orange Coun ty Oracle , 
with its main office in Goose Green. 

Snodgrass soon became active in 
politics. He was elected to the Corinth 
School Board after a campaign in which 
he pledged to save voters’ money by 
demolishing the old Corinth Free Academy 
by using materials from the old Academy 
to build its replacement, and by build- 
ing the new Academy before tearing down 
the old one. In succeeding years, he 
was elected Fence Viewer, Weigher of 
Bark, Justice of the Peace, and, 
finally, State Representative (1887- 
1919). As State Representative, he al- 
most singlehande dly defeated a vicious 
bill in the General Assembly that would 
have made all privies comply with a 
strict building code calling for, among 
other things, separate compartments for 
each sex. Snodgrass’s campaign against 
separate but equal (and equally cold) 
accommodations and his championing of 
traditional unisex outhouses led his ad- 
mi r er s to call him "the Privy 
Counselor"; his detractors preferred to 
deride him as "Old One-Holer." 

Privy politics had brought 
Snodgrass statewide prominence by 1918. 
In that year, Percival W. Clement, the 
Republican candidate for governor, who 
was from western Vermont, sought a run- 
ni ng mat e from the eastern part of the 
state. As the Orange County Oracle (now 
dubbed the "Outhouse Oracle" by 
Snodgrass’s admirers) pointed out, 
Snodgrass was the natural candidate for 
lieutenant governor. 

As Lieutenant Governor, Snodgrass 
had the briefest tenure in Vermont his- 
tory. On the day he took the oath of 
office, those whom he had employed in 
the election campaign discovered (from 
bitter personal experience with their 
bankers) that Snodgrass’s chief source 
of funds had been five and ten dollar 
bills produced in his print shop. 
Snodgrass protested that this had been 
done by employees without his knowledge. 
Few believed his assertion of innocence, 
however, for he was the sole employee. 

5 


Snodgrass nevertheless refused to 
resign. With his presence in the State 
House a growing embarrassment to the 
Grand Old Party, Republican leaders soon 
found a way to remove him from office. 
Noting that, because he had been born on 
2 9 February, he had had only 19 
birthdays when elected to the lieutenant 
governorship and was thus two years 
short of the age of majority, required 
for officeholding, the Republican 
leaders asked the General Assembly to 
nullify his election. Snodgrass 
protested that he was in fact 78 years 
old. That claim r ang hollow, however, 
when, charged with counterfeiting the 
five and ten dollar bills with which he 
had remunerated his election staff , he 
asserted that he could not be prosecuted 
as an adult felon because he had not 
passed his twenty-first birthday. 
Charges were, in fact, dismissed. 

Relieved of his office and of 
prosecution, and feeling young at heart, 
Snodgrass decided to use his involuntary 
retirement to make a hiking tour of the 
r ecen tly- begun Long Trail along the 
Green Mountains. Tragedy struck, 
however, as Snodgrass ascended the south 
slope of Little Killington. Finding a 
large crop of ramps near the path, and 
apparently reliving his childhood, he 
feasted on the plants to such an extent 
that he succumbed to what was later 
diagnosed as the first case of terminal 
aromatitis. The place of his passing 
was for years thereafter known as Con- 
sultation Point, so called because his 
physicians consulted there regarding the 
best treatment for this novel malady. 

Snodgrass is memorialized today 
only by the Lieutenant Governor Jarvis 
Snodgrass Memorial Gazebo, a sanitary 
annex to the Governor Percival W. Cle- 
ment Memorial Shelter in Shrewsbury, 
Vermont, a short distance down the Long 
Trail from where Snodgrass breathed his 
last. A scent ful sentry, Snodgrass’s 
memorial stands beside the memorial to 
the governor v eside whom Snodgrass 
briefly served, white, majestic, and, 
fittingly, somewhat odiferous. 


Herbert G. Ogden and Herbert G. Ogden, 
Jr. 

REFERENCE: See articles on Aromatitis, 
Avery’s Gore, and Vermont (History). 


MAIN CLUB PLANS AREA PROJECTS 

from letters by Ray Auger, 

G. M. C. Field Supervisor 

1 . Spring Lake Clearing Prescribed Burn 

This is a joint project with the Ap- 
palachian Trail Conference, the U. S. 
Forest Service, and the National Park 
Service. Volunteers are needed, but the 
burn depends on the weather, so no firm 
date can be set. To volunteer, please 
call Kil lington Section Trails & Shel- 
ters Chairman Steve Pulling or the 
G.M.C. office at (802) 223-3463. 

2. Clarendon Gorge 

American Tel. & Tel. Pioneers may return 
in May to plant trees and control ero- 
sion. The Pioneers would like to find a 
Ki llington Section member to volunteer 
as bridge and gorge area adopter. [Just 
who is responsible here? — Ed.] 

3. Little Killington Reroute 

The Long Trail must be moved off the 
land of Killington, Ltd. by 1 July 1989, 
according to National Park Service’s 
agreement with Killington, Ltd.! The 
G.M.C. will probably do this unplanned 
major project. Consequently, all other 
planned crew projects may have to 
change. Kevin Peterson and Ray Auger 
will lay out a reroute as weather per- 
mits. [Killington Section input? — Ed.] 

4. Route 103 - Clarendon Shelter - 
Beacon Hill Reroute 

Long Trail Patrol crew will complete 
this project at least as far as Claren- 
don Shelter between 29 June and 10 July. 
Killington Section participation is in- 
vited, especially on the two weekends. 
Killington Section is to build two 
stiles as well as brush and blaze the 
reroute . 

The National Park Service has 
bought Beacon Hill, so the reroute may 
be extended north from Clarendon Shelter 
to the top of the hill this summer. 
Killington Section is invited to par- 
ticipate in planning, cutting, and blaz- 
ing the reroute. 

5. Wallingford Gulf (Route 14 0) to 
Minerva Hinchey Reroute 

Scouting may begin in mid to late sum- 
mer. Construction may begin in 1990. 
[From Ray’s March update of his January 
letter, status is not clear. --Ed.] 


SMOKE & BLAZES EDITOR’S REPORT 
9 April 1989 

by Herb Ogden, Jr, Editor 

Because my wife Cathy Thomas and I 
will be in Germany — maybe even hiking 
in Germany — on the day of the Annual 
Meeting, I submit this report to 
apologize for my absence and explain 
what I’ve been up to since 1987. 

First, I want to thank my predeces- 
sor, Carol Chapman, for developing a 
good format for Smo ke & Blazes , for 
handing over the files in apple-pie or- 
der, and, above all, for all the work 
she put in. Until becoming editor, I 
had only a vague idea of the hours that 
this little publication demands. I also 
^ant to thank Jake Sherman, past Assis- 
tant Editor - Typist, for the time and 
care he put into this publication. Even 
with a word processor, it’s a lot. 

Second, I want to thank the volun- 
teers who pretty much take over when the 
word processing is done. Sue Thomas, 
our very talented and seemingly tireless 
illustrator, puts little miracles in the 
blank places that I leave in the text. 
She then takes the copy to the printer. 
After I get it back from the printer, I 
turn it over to four or five volunteers, 
most of whom are listed in this edition, 
and they collate the bulletin, stick on 
the address labels supplied by 
Secretary-Treasurer Wally Rogers, stamp 
the bulletins, and take them to the post 
office. Then we all have tea, coffee, 
and snacks at my house. Many hands 
really do make light work. 

Third, I want to thank the hike 
leaders and others who write the ar- 
ticles. Thanks also to Roma Pulling, 
who reminds those who are inclined to 
keep their doings a secret. I know many 
of the hike leaders don’t have little 
time to write up their hikes, but that’s 
the only way we know what happened. 
Wh en I rearrange your articles, please 
understand that the reason is usually 
either too little or too much space on a 
page. And when I join Roma in remind 
you to get your copy in — only I don’t 
remind, I nag — remember that I need at 
least a week to edit the bulletin once I 
have all the reports. As a lawyer, I 
have to work my schedule around court 
appearances and deadlines, and S&B can’t 
come first. So please, please, pay at- 
tention to copy deadlines! 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 
someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 

LEADER 


6 May 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

WALK-THROUGH. Help us with our spring 
cleanup from Wallingford Gulf (Vt. 140) 
to Governor Clement Shelter, Shrewsbury. 

Steve Pulling 

773-6997 

7 May 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

FOLLOW-THROUGH to take care of major 
blowdowns and whatever else we missed 
on the walk-through the day before. 

Steve Pulling 

773-6997 

1 3 May 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

BRISTOL NOTCH. 6 mi. moderate, with 
bushwhacking and several surprises! 

Jerry Parker 

775-6208 

20 May 
( Sat . ) 

12:00 

noon 

WORK PARTY. Help build a stile at start 
of new LT north of Vt. 103 in Clarendon. 

Jerry Parker 

775-6208 

26 May - 
(Fri. - 

28 May 
Sun. ) 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING at Johnson State College. 
See Long Trail News for details. 


3 June 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

WALK-THROUGH from Gov. Clement Shelter 
to Sherburne Pass (U.S. 4). 

Steve Pulling 

773-6997 

4 June 
( Sun . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

FOLLOW-THROUGH to take care of major 
blowdowns and whatever else we missed. 

Steve Pulling 

773-6997 

1 0 June 
(Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

LITTLE ROCK POND & GREEN MOUNTAIN, Wal- 
lingford & Mt. Tabor. 7 mi. moderate. 

A beautiful spot! 

John & Emma 
Hughes 

775-4078 

1 8 June 
(Sun. ) 

1 : 00 

p .m. 

WHIPPLE HOLLOW - HUBBARDTON over aband- Herb Ogden (H) 

oned gap road. 4 mi. moderate. No lunch. (W) 

775-1350 

775-3368 

25 June 
( Sun . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

MYSTERY HIKE. Moderately short and 
moderately hard. 

Ira Hawley 

775-4149 

1 July 

11:30 

a.m. 

BURNT HILL TO SKYLINE LODGE, Ripton. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 


(Sat.) 7 mi. moderate, steep in places. We’ll have 


supper at the new Skyline Lodge. Anyone not 
wanting to hike the whole distance can hike 
up the Skylight Pond Trail (2 mi.) and meet us. 


5 July 
(Wed. ) 

7:00 p .m. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, 35 Burnham Sue Thomas 

Ave., Rutland. Come help plan next schedule. 

773-2185 

9 July 
( Sun . ) 

9:00 a.m. 

KILLINGTON PEAK via Bucklin Trail. 

7 mi. steep, difficult brook crossings. 

Bernie Donahue 

773-7462 

22 jiSB 

( Sat . - 

July 

- 23 Zmi * 
Sun. ) 

END-TO-END. Arlington-W. Wardsboro Rd. 
to Vt. 9 or up West Ridge Trail and down 
the Long Trail. *call for details. 

Roma & A1 
Pulling 

773-6997 

30 July 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 a.m. 

GOLD MINES, Bridgewater. Explore sev- 
eral abandoned gold mines from mid-1800s. 

Churchill Scott 

775-1494 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 34-0, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 775-3361 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Moun- 
tain Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club 
quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates 
at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts 
help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 
4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 


Adult 

$14.00 



Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 


Junior (under 18) 

2.50 



Family Junior 

1.00 



Senior (over 65) 

7.00 



Life 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like 

to make 

a tax-deductible contribution of $ 

to 


the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 

*If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of 
joining is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first 
part of the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month 
number: Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 



WET WALK TO NOWHERE 

16 April 1989 
by Sue Thomas 

My hike to White Rocks in Wallingford 
was meant to be a quick jaunt out to the 
cliffs to enjoy the view before the 
trail was closed for the season. Every 
year young peregrine falcons are raised 
on the cliffs in an effort to rees- 
tablish the species in Vermont, and the 
trail is closed so that they wont’t be 
disturbed. The falcons had nothing to 
worry about that day -- my merry band 
never got near enough to disturb them! 

We started out in the rain up a trail 
marked 1.6 miles. As we climbed, the 
rain gradually turned to sleet and the 
mud underfoot to ice, then snow. We 
passed the 1 .6 mile point on Jim’s 
trusty pedometer with still no sign of 
the Long Trail junction, the hikers get- 
ting wetter, and the falcons no doubt 
getting amused. 

By the time we reached the Long 
Trail, the pedometer read 3-2 miles and 
my soggy group revolted. We decided it 
wasn’t worth continuing on to the cliffs 
to look at the insides of clouds, so we 
slogged back down and had a wet lunch at 
the picnic area, while the peregrines 
had a good laugh. 

P.S. - I reported the discrepancy in 
mileage to the Forest Service, who main- 
tain the Keewaydin Trail. Haven’t been 
back to see if they’ve changed the sign. 


DID THEY MEAN NOT TO RENEW? 

Are people you know listed as ex members 
on the list at the end of this issue? 
Call them! Urge them to renew. 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow uiccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 5 OCT. 1989, PLEASE!!! 


SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS 

FOR YOU , IF YOU DON’T RENEW 
your Killington Section GMC 
membership. Yes, this is the 
LAST ISSUE you will receive if 
you don’t send in your 1989 
dues soon. For your con- 
venience, there’s a membership 
application at the end of this 
issue. Your address label 
tells you if Treasurer Wally 
Rogers has received your 1989 
dues. If you don’t see an 89 
by your name, please send dues 
now ! 


ROCKY POND, PINE HILL 
22 April 1989 
By Ira Hawley 

The destination was familiar to many 
hikers, but the route to get there this 
time was different for most. One does 
not at first think of starting a hike 
through a cemetery, but we did this 
time. We passed through one of the 
older sections of Evergreen Cemetery and 
continued on through the western por- 
tions of Rutland City. The wind was 
strong and with an air temperature of 35 
there was a wind chill factor 15 which 
is uncomfortable for late April. 

On a gradual upgrade we crossed a 
power line and then went into a pleasant 
wooded area, continuing upgrade easily. 
At a half mile more, we crossed a second 
power line with a nice view to the west, 
of a portion of Route 4B and Hanley and 
Herrick Mountains. The trailing arbutus 
along the way was admired and carefully 
protected by everyone. It was too early 
for many wildf lowers to appear but we 
came across a good display of coltsfoot 
in the early bloom stage. 

A cold breeze coming across Rocky 
Pond was certainly no invitation for an 


Rocky Pond (continued from page 1) 

early swim. We continued on to Muddy 
Pond and a short bushwhack to another 
power line, which was to be our lunch 
stop. As we approached this area a sud- 
den snow squall caused an almost white- 
out which lasted about twenty minutes, 
and the ground was white. As we were 
finishing lunch in the protection of a 
small spruce thicket the snow stopped 
and the sun come out to dry our clothing 
and provided us with a good view to the 
east and west. 

We returned via the same route and 
were overtaken again by several small 
snow showers. Sorry, Emma, for the wet 
feet, but it is still too early for 
wading in the brook. 


SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
29 April 1989 

Because your editor lacks the minutes of 
the meeting and was in Germany at the 
time himself, the President’s Annual 
Report will have to suffice, along with 
the news that Directors Rob Carey, Ray 
Catozzi, and W. Churchill Scott were 
reelected. The S&B Editor's Report ap- 
peared in the last issue of S&B . 

ANNUAL REPORT 1988 

The Killing ton Section completed 
another succesf ul year. Under Steve 
Pulling’s leadership, our Walk-Throughs 
and other work parties got the Trail in 
shape for the hiking season. Also we 
were able to help with the relocation 
north of Route 103 and at Kieffer Road 
in Shrewsbury. 

The Kirk Fund continues to provide 
money for Trails and Shelters expenses, 
allowing the Section to finish the year 
with a surplus. Treasurer Wally Rogers 
suggested retaining the present dues 
structure. The Yard Sale profited $500 
for the Long Trail Protection Fund, 
which was matched. Also matched was a 
donation by Central Vermont Public Serv- 
ice Corp. through their Employee Service 
Fund. 

Our outings are well attended, about 
10 - 12 people per trip. We schedule a 
variety of activities, one almost every 
week, including hikes, work parties, 
canoe trips, ski and snowshoe hikes. 


This year an overnight canoe trip on the 
Battenkill was a highlight for many mem- 
bers. 

Roma Pulling retired as Publicity 
Chairman after several years of excel- 
lent service in that function. That 
task is now ably being done by Olga 
Laird. Our newsletter. Smoke & Blazes , 
edited and word-processed by Herb Ogden, 
Jr., keeps all Section members well in- 
formed about upcoming events and past 
activities . 

Looking ahead, perhaps this year or 
next we’ 11 have a final agreement on 
Ki llington and Pico that we can all be 
content with. 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Roma Pulling 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 
Distribution 


BRISTOL NOTCH 
13 May 1989 
by Jerry Parker 

After some confusion because of a 
flower walk scheduled to meet at the 
same location, ten hikers left South 
Main Street Park in Rutland and we 
picked up two more in Middlebury. We 
parked one half mile up the Bristol 
Notch Road. We decided to take the hard 
way up and go down the easy way. We had 
to walk 1/4 mile down the road to an 
overgrown logging road. One of the new 
hikers seemed tired out after the first 
incline, but she assured us she would 
make it all the way. 

As we were slowly treading our way 
up, we heard a terrible scream from be- 
hind. Roma was startled by a garter 
snake and screamed, and the new hiker 
ran past everyone. 

We had our own flower walk. Several 
kinds were in full bloom. Red and 
painted trillium, hobblebush and spring 
beauties were abundant. 

Shortly we crossed the boundary 
marker of the Federal Wilderness at a 
lookout. There, the haze was lifting 
and the Middlebury hiker pointed out 
several landmarks. We ate lunch at the 
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Bristol Notch (continued from page 2) 

site of an abandoned loggers’ camp that 
operated from the late 180 0s to the 
early 1900s. Jim started a fire to 
roast hot dogs next to the old cookstove 
from the camp kitchen. 

Ve continued on to the site of the 
19 44 airplane crash. We walked around 
the site, which covers 100 yards, check- 
ing the different parts. One can detect 
the path of the plane. One old tree was 
sheared off 25-30 feet and had a growth 
of new limbs. Behind this tree all the 
growth was much younger. 

Next stop was a cave used by sur- 
veyors five years ago with bunks and an 
installed door. We then proceeded to a 
huge boulder that has an overhang. I 
managed to do some videotaping with my 
camcorder. Jim suggested that I should 
be in it too, so I climbed the rock for 
my debut . 

We then stopped at a beaver dam tht 
had signs of activity. We came across 
fr esh moose tracks too . We noticed 
where they chewed bark off trees. Next 
to Gilman Pond; it was getting late. We 
came to the camp, which was occupied for 
the weekend by a father and two 
children. He let us have a look inside. 
He told us they saw a moose earlier. On 
our way out we came across tracks of a 
running moose. It probably stopped and 
watched us trudging by. Jim’s odometer 
registered 6.6 miles when we got to the 
cars . 


WORK PARTY: CR0SSED-UP CROSSING 
20 May 1989 
by Jerry Parker 

The Sunday of the special work party 
turned out to be a very hot day. I was 
a few minutes late and found John and 
Emma waiting by their car. We were dis- 
cussing whether just the three of us 
should attempt installing the stiles 
when A1 pulled in. We then left and 
parked across from the site near Claren- 
don Gorge . I drove my loaded truck to 
the field so the tools and lumber would 
be handy. 

Since much of the work was done 
during the week, we only had to do some 
chiseling uat of the tread mortise on 
the stringers. The pre-cut pieces fit 
perfectly, like a puzzle. 


We had the four stringer sections 
partly assembled when the landowner came 
over. I told him who we were and what 
we were doing. He asked us to clean the 
area before we left. At 3:30 we had the 
first stile almost completed and figured 
the second one would go faster, as we 
were experienced. The landowner came 
back with his wife and son. They asked 
if we had a map marking the spot and so 
on. The wife even tried the steps and 
commented that they were nice but were 
in the wrong place and had to be taken 
down. The son found a survey pin about 
25’ from where we were and said another 
should be 200’ up the fence. The space 
between was the right-of-way, an d we 
were slightly off the site. We had to 
dismantle the stile and packed every- 
thing back in my truck. 

On the Fourth of July I checked to 
see whether the crossing was marked. 
The markers were there, 25’ from our 
original site. 

The main club should have sent a map 
or information about the survey pins. 
If it had, we would have completed the 
stiles that day. 

After Ray Auger called Steve Pulling, 
people from the main club and I put up 
both stiles on 9 July. 


NOTE OF THANKS 

by Steve Pulling, Trails & Shelters 

The Ki llington Section has a n ew job 
designation — Builder of Stiles — and 
it has been awarded to Jerry Parker. 

When the Park Service acquired a mere 
right of way across land just north of 
Route 103 instead of buying it outright 
and the owner chose to continue to use 
the land as pasture, the Killington Sec- 
tion had the task of finding someone 
capable of bui lding two st iles to get 
hikers over the fences. Whereas most 
people had never even seen a stile, 
Jerry Parker was our man on the spot. 
He not only did an expert job of con- 
struction but endured considerable ag- 
gravation in the process. 

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&B’S? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to us. 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN AND LITTLE ROCK POND 

10 June 1989 

by John & Emma Hughes 

The weather was cloudy and showers 
were forecasted when the group of seven 
hikers met at Main Street Park. We 
drove to the parking lot picnic area on 
U. S. Forest Service Road 10 in Mount 
Tabor and headed north. 

A moderate climb to Green Mountain 
starts here and one reaches the top 
overlooking Little Rock Pond in about 4 
miles. Along the way we saw views of 
Danby, Dorset Mountain, and the Great 
Valley of Vermont. The lower part of 
the trail was in hardwoods and as we 
reached the top it was thick softwood 
trees . 

We reached a clearing which would 
normally have good long distance views, 
but they were limited because of over- 
cast and fog. We went to another 
lookout where we had lunch. It was on 
some large rock ledges and we could see 
Little Rock Pond. 

After lunc h we had to des cend along 
large rocks and ledges which were wet, 
so it took a little longer than usual. 
The lower end of these rocks has a 
detour which we all used. A book. Fifty 
Hikes in Vermont , by Ruth and Paul Sad- 

11 er describes this part as follows: 
"The way passes over a long rocky spine 
of ledge at 2.4 miles. To those who 
share our habits of imagination, this 
ledge resembles the back of some fairy 
tale monster. You’ll have to hoist 
yourself up, using both arms and legs, 
over the continuing series of ledges. 
There are intermittent views to the east 
from open ledged areas as the trail 
twists through thick evergreen scrub 
growth. " 

The book described the trail up, 
while we were descending and now getting 
near the pond. The pond trail crosses a 
dam at its outlet and then joins the 
Long Trail . 

At the Pond we s aw a fisherman get- 
ting ready to use waders with a small 
raft. We visited Eric, the caretaker, 
at his campsite and watched a rabbit. 
After this we returned to the parking 
lot via the much used Long Trail, which 
was muddy from recent rainy weather. 

While driving home on Route 7, we 
could look up and see the mountain we 
hiked on. I hope all enjoyed the hike. 


WHIPPLE HOLLOW TO HUBBARDTON 
18 June 1989 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

On a humid and not very promising- 
looking day, some ten hikers entrusted 
their fates and their dry clothes to me. 
I guess they returned with their fates 
in reasonably good shape, but not their 
dry clothes. 

Our caravan passed through West Rut- 
land and turned north on the westernmost 
road up Whipple Hollow. After what 
seemed like a long drive to those who 
hadn’t been there before, we finally 
turned left from the main road to 
Florence, crested a hill, turned left 
again at a four corners, and parked near 
a house where the Town of Pittsford road 
maintenance ends. Our parking spot had 
a fine view east to the Green Mountains. 

We ascended steep ly out of Whipple 
Hollow on the old public road to Hub- 
bardton, apparently long-disused by all 
but jeeps and trail bikes. Leading just 
south of a large camp, it took us past 
huge old trees an d up a dugway to a 
dogleg. At a smaller camp next to a 
brook, the road became even less 
pasable. The grade lessened, however, 
before we reached the crest of ’the 
Taconic Range. 

Right about there, the rains came. 
We nevertheless plodded along the muddy 
road to the head of a pasture with what 
I described as a fine view west to the 
Adirondacks. The view had to be taken 
on faith, however. We then descended 
into Hubbardton, passing where the 1869 
Beers Atlas shows a house. Dripping wet 
underbrush dissuaded us from trying to 
find it. Where Hubbardton starts to 
maintain the road (called Pittsford Road 
there) at a house, we said hello to the 
lady of the house, who was trying to 
persuade the rainwater to run somewhere 
else besides down the middle of the road 
that connected her with the rest of the 
world. She wasn’t having great success. 

Turning our backs on Hubbardton, we 
ascended back over the Taconic Range. 
The climb was enlivened by the passage 
of a jeep. Maybe it didn't deserve to 
make it all the way over, but apparently 
it did! Too bad about the ruts it left. 

We didn’t see much fauna. By way of 
flora, however, we found quantities of 
berry bushes, which would be very tempt- 
ing on a drier day later in the season. 
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MYSTERY HIKE IN PLYMOUTH 

25 June 1989 

by Ira Hawley ‘"V. , 

Having become familiar with some of 
the trails in the Coolidge State Park in 
Plymouth, I became inquisitive about 
another trail I had seen on the map that 
became the "mystery" to me. I took a 
"look-see" myself and thought more 
people would enjoy what I found. Of the 
eleven hikers who met at the park, about 
half were my immediate family. 

We passed through the north section 
of the park, which is north of Slack 
Hill. The terrain was mostly easy and 
the shady forest was most welcome on a 
warm, sunny day. Lunch spot was in 
nice quiet open woods. We soon came to 
an interesting trail that led us back 
down to the Bradley Hill Road, which we 
crossed into the open shelter area. We 
went on to another intersecting trail 
that took us on downhill to a ravine 
which some thought would be difficult. 
But with relative ease we went down, 
crossed a pretty brook, and mounted the 
other side. 

Most spring flowers had blossomed 
earlier and were gone by now. The 
various ferns were in their prime with 
abundant growth and shades of green. An 
easy down hill walk on a clear trail 
returned us to our cars to complete a 
pleasant loop. The refreshing ice water 
from the thermos jug was welcome. We 
had a good time. 

.... 


BURNT HILL AND SKYLINE LODGE: 

THEY WERE THE SIZE OF CROWS, I SWEAR IT! 

1 July 1989 

by Sue Thomas & , f / f *V\ :’V 

^ — ' / ;• *• 

The Burnt Hill to Skyline Lodge hike 
started out benignly enough — we 
dawdled at the trailhead picking straw- 
berries, then set off merrily through 
the woods, little knowing that THEY were 
out there, watching and waiting for 
their chance. The trail began a gradual 
ascent, and we began to slow our pace — 
just what THEY were waiting for to make 
their move. Out of nowhere they struck: 
the SHARKS OF THE AIR!! We were sur- 
rounded in seconds and it was all over 
in no time. We admitted defeat, and, 
having heard that they take no 
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prisoners, we decided that the wisest 
course of action was a dignified 
retreat . 

It was the first time I can recall a 
hike being called on account of bugs, 
but we decided we really weren’t having 
fun. At least I think that’s what we 
decided. It’s a little 
stand people with their 
mosquitos. ^ 
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• Back down we went and three people 

\ went home to nurse their bites, but the 
rest of us decided to take a shot at the 
"* Skylight Pond Trail. Amazingly, the 
bugs weren't as bad there. (Not amazing 
actually; I think every mosquito in the 
state was on the Burnt Hill Trail!) We 
startled John and Emma Hughes by coming 
up behind them; they were on their way 
up to meet us at the lodge. We had a . 
nice hike up, enjoyed supper on the ’* ! 
porch of the lodge, and were just start- •'* 
ing back down when the Careys arrived — 

Mara climbed all the way up in a pink 
dress and an Indian Princess crown. & 
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KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERS, 1989 


ex ■ has not renewed membership for 1989 


Allen, Peter 

ex Amelang, Bob 4 Theresa 
Badalment, Eric 

Badger, Robert L. 

Barber, David 4 Audrey 
ex Bernhardt. Donna 
Blais, Jim 4 Juanell 
ex Blecich, David 
Brennan, Mrs. Dorit 
ex Burke. Jean Enome 
Cahee. Hedrick R. 

Carey, Rob, Sue, Mara 4 Seth 
Carr, Patrick 
Catozzl, Raymond 
Charland, Rachel V. 

ex Coffin, Mr. 4 Mrs. Edmund 
Congdon, Audrey C. 

Conlon, Diana 4 George 
Coppock, Dave 4 Clara 
Coton. James 4 Deborah 
ex Crowther, Jack 
Dansereau, Nathan 
Davies, Jean 
De Gregorio, Slim 
Deinzer. Sally, Valter, 

Jay 4 Charles 
Dicton, Joe, Sr. 

Donahue, Bernie 
ex Dube, Janet 4 Raymond 
ex Farrell , T.V. 

Florczak, Benjamin 
Friedman, A1 
Frink, Helen E. 

ex Frink, James 
Furland, Delores 4 Bob 
Gabos, Ben 
Glbbud, Ruth G. 

Gorman, Mary 
Gorman, Paul Hebert 
Griffin, James E. 

Hawley, Irene, Ira 4 Lorraine 
ex Hel8man, Nancy J. 

Hickey, Margaret 
Hignite, Carol 
Hodgln, Charley 
ex Howard, John K. 

Hughes, John 4 Emma 
Johnson, Willard M. 

ex Keefe, Susan 
Laird. Olga 
ex Langlois, Dave 
LaPenna, Nina 
ex Lemire, James F. 

Lubinsky, p eter 
Martin, John 4 Janet 
McGinnis, James B. 


21 Nason Rd. , Hudson NH 03844 
RFD 1, Box 4399. V. Rutland VT 05777 
1509 Sherbrooke V H 69. Montreal P.Q. H3G 1M1 
Canada 

16 Grant St., Potsdam NY 13676 

16 Ballou Road, Hopedale MA 01747 

108 Naples Rd., Brookline MA 02146 

125 Commonwealth Ave., Springfield VT 05156 

RFD 1. Box 122, N. Clarendon VT 05759 

P.0. Box 903, Castleton VT 05735 

RFD 2. Box 2697. Pittsford VT 05763 

179 Union St., Springfield VT 05136 

RFD 1, Box 340. Wallingford VT 05773 

24 South Main St., H 6, Rutland VT 05701 

103 Bellevue Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

128 Vest St.. Apt. E 117, Essex Jet. VT 05452 

P.0. Box 61. Strafford VT 05072 

RFD 1, Box 273. E. Wallingford VT 05742 

RFD 2, Sunset Acres, Rutland VT 05701 

21 Engrem Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 1. Box 1 1 96A , Cuttingsville VT 05738 

29 Giorgetti Blvd., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 1. Box 66F, Danby VT 05739 

Box 37, Pittsford VT 05763 

70 Summit Station, Mt. Holly VT 05758 

RFD 1, Box 37, N. Clarendon VT 05759 

RFD 1, Box 3999-3, Rutland VT 05701 

50 Edgerton Road, Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 3, Box 7958, Rutland VT 05701 

509 Stuyvesant Ave., Rutherford NJ 07070 

P.0. Box 446, Cavendish VT 05142 

Box 57, Chittenden VT 05737 

10 Elm St., Randolph VT 05060 

60 Litchfield Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 2, Box 2082, Pittsford VT 05763 

RFD 2, Box 6800. Fair Haven VT 05743 

Drake Road, Bomoseen VT 05732 

Box 62, Belmont VT 05730 

49 E. Washington St.. Rutland VT 05701 

81 Lincoln Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 3, Box 7264, Rutland VT 05701 

101 Dorr Drive, Rutland VT 05701 

33 South St., Proctor VT 05765 

D-4 Stonehedge Dr., S. Burlington VT 05403 

P. 0. Box 1099, Station A, Rutland VT 05701 

10598 Jason Court, Columbia MD 21044 

18 Ronaldo Court, Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 4. Box 251, Abilene KS 67410 

49 Forest St., Apt. 2, Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 3, Box 4836, Chasanna Dr.. Rutland VT 05701 

P.0. Box 157. Killington VT 05731 

16 Garden St.. Proctor VT 05765 

39 West St., Lebanon NH 03766 

P. 0. Box 289, Hollis NH 03049 

7 Curtis Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

p. 0. Box 67, Wallingford VT 05773 


Meany, Marjorie V. 

Newton, Doris 
Nuffort, John W. 

O'Brien, Jean 4 Gene 
Oertel, Otel 
Ogden. Herbert G., Jr. 
Oldenburg, Sally V. 

Olson. Judith 
Parker, Gerald 
Partridge, Sanborn 
ex Peck, Peter J. 

Pellerln. Linda L. 

Perkins, Craigue S. 

Perkins, Robert 4 Thelma 
Perkins, Vera R. 

Peterson, Charlene H. 
Pulling, Roma 4 A1 
Pulling, Steve 
ex Quinn, Jake 
Raved, Roy 
Reichart, Charles R. 
Reichert, Katherine 
Reynolds, George 
Richardson, Peggy 
Richthammer, Mary F. 
Rodriguez, Deb 
Rogers, Harold 4 Alberta 
Rogers, W. ,4 Oartlein, D. 
Russell, Ellen 
Schmidt, Carl 4 Nancy 
Schneider, James 
Scott. W.C. 4 Virginia 
Sergeant. Bill 
Sheldon, Marilyn 
Shellmer, Doris M. 

Sherman, Jake 
ex Shipley, Jo Anna 
Sibley, Joan 
Snyder, Ann 4 Bill 
Sugarman, Nancy 
Thomas, Catherine 
Thomas , Sue 
Thompson, Harry L. 

Thorne, Doug 
Vale, Robert 4 Ann 
Valiquette. Thelma F. 
Vatcher, Steve 
Wardwell, Art 4 Evelyn 
ex Welch, Carole 
Weston, Wilbur F. 

White, Doris 0. 

Wooten, Samuel 4 Ann 
Yates. David. Janice 4 John 
ex Young, Bernadette 


300 N. Grove St., Rutland VT 05701 

26 Boutwell Rd., Andover MA 01810 

1893 Cherryvale Court, Toms River NJ 07481 

Box 616, Wells VT 05774 

43 Route 100, Pittsfield VT 05762 

4 Emmett Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

51 Gloria Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

P.0. Box 121, Pittsford VT 05763 

RFD 1, Box 586, Cutting3vil le VT 05738 

62 Ormsbee Ave., Proctor VT 05765 

40 Cleveland Ave, 3rd floor, Rutland VT 05701 

79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 

SR#34, Box 2162, Rutland VT 05701 

4812 Lebanon Road, Charlotte NC 28212 

242 South Main St.. Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 1, Box 3169, Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 3. Box 7269, Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 

365 Savin Hill Court, Dorchester MA 02125 

58 Circle Ave., Larchmont NY 10538 
141 Granger St., Rutland VT 05701 
P.0. Box 89. Poultney VT 05764 

8 Hi 1 lerest Rd. . Springfield VT 05156 
P. 0. Box 1001, Middletown Springs VT 05757 
P. 0. Box 263, W. Rutland VT 05777 

59 Brock St., Brighton MA 02135 

38 Kendall Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 

21 A Venturi Green, LCCR, N. Providenoe Rl 02904 

1651 Clayborn Circle. Cincinnati OH 45240 

108 South St., Rutland VT 05701 

RFD 3. Box 4869, Rutland VT 05701 

Box 1500. Fort Dodge IA 50501 

RFD 1, Box 2145, W. Rutland VT 05777 

RFD 2. Box 8649. Rutland VT 05701 

48 Morse Place, Rutland VT 05701 

1706 Tyler Parkway, Louisville KY 40204 

Keiffer Road, Cuttingsville VT 05738 

RFD 1, Box 3390. Fair Haven VT 05743 

199 Mussey St., Rutland VT 05701 

4 Emmett Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

35 Burnham Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

Campbell Rd., Rutland VT 05701 

R.F.D. 1, Box 1 2-A , Killington VT 05751 

712 South St., Middletown Springs VT 05757 

95 Killington Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

22 Giorgetti Blvd., Rutland VT 05701 

HCR 32, Box 160, Chittenden VT 05737 

25 Royce St., Rutland VT 05701 

202 Skyland Drive. Apt. 118, Smlthfield NC 27577 
RFD 2. Box 8604, Rutland VT 05701 
2 Hilltop Terrace, Rutland VT 05701 
367 Beacon Heights. N. Clarendon VT 05759 
HCR 32, Box 284, Chittenden VT 05737 


ex * has not renewed membership for 1989 


KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 
someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 


1 Aug. 
(Tues . ) 

5:30 

P . EQ . 

5 Aug. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

13 Aug. 
(Sun. ) 

1 : 00 

p .m. 

19-26 
( Sat . - 

Aug. 
Sat . ) 


3 Sept 
(Sun. ) 

. 10:00 

a.m. 

9-10 
( Sat . - 

Sept . 
Sun. ) 


1 6 Sept 
( Sat . ) 

. 9:00 

a.m. 

24 Sept 
(Sun. ) 

. 12:30 

p . ID . 

30 Sept 
( Sat . ) 

. 9:00 

a.m. 

3 Oct. 
(Tues. ) 

7:00 

p .m. 

8 Oct . 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

15 Oct. 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

22 Oct. 
(Sun. ) 

9:30 

a.m. 

28 Oct. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 


LEADER 


SUPPER HIKE, Chittenden. 1.5 mi. Sue Thomas (H) 773-2185 

Short, steep, and beautiful view. (W) 775-0765 

Bring supper and a flashlight 
in case we stay for sunset. 


WORK PARTY between Upper and Lower Cold Steve Pulling 775-3361 
River Roads, Shrewsbury. LT maintenance. 

SHREWSBURY AFTERNOON. 2.5-3 mi, easy. Jerry Parker 775-6208 


GMC INTERSECTIONAL, Camp Betsy Cox, Pittsford. 
Hikes and activities all week long with all 
sections of the Green Mountain Club. See the 
Long Trail News for details. 


INMAN POND, Fair Haven. 4 mi. easy. Ira Hawley 775-4149 


BATTENKILL CANOE TRIP. Canoe and camp Steve Pulling 775-3361 
on the Battenkill River. Registration 
required; call for details. 

BIRD MOUNTAIN, Castleton. 6 mi. moderate. John 4 775-4078 

From east side. Great views! Emma Hughes 

y • 

SLACK HILL, Plymouth. 3 mi. easy. Sue 4 Mara Carey 446-2830 


MENDON PEAK, Mendon. 7 mi difficult. Rob 4 Sue Carey 446-2830 
Bushwhacking with rewarding views. 


OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, 35 Burnham 
Ave., Rutland. Come help schedule. 


Sue Thomas (H) 773-2185 
(W) 775-0765 


HALFM00N POND TO GLEN LAKE. Hubbardton. Sue Thomas (H) 773-2185 
5.5 mi. moderate. By way of Moscow Pond. (W) 775-0765 
Beautiful area! 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, New York. 8.5 mi. mod- Bernie Donahue 773-7462 
erate - steep. Great views of Lake 
George and the Adirondacks. 

MYSTERY HIKE. 4 mi. moderate. W. C. Scott 775-1494 


LAKE TRAIL, Mt. Tabor. 7 mi. moderate, Roma 4 
steep. Hike to Griffith Lake. A1 Pulling 


773-6997 


For more Information about activities and membership, please contact hike 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 
Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 


leaders or 
446-2830 
775-3361 
468-3210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Moun- 
tain Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club 
quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates 
at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts 
help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 
4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 


Adult 

Adult Spouse 

$14.00 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 


Junior (under 18) 
Family Junior 

2.50 

1.00 



Senior (over 65) 
Life 

7.00 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like 

to make 

a tax-deductible contribution of S 

to 


the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 

♦If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of 
joining is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first 
part of the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month 
number; Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

A' 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 
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KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

29 April 1989 

Minutes by Wally Rogers, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:15 p.m. by the president, Rob Carey. 
Twenty members were present. The 
minutes of the last annual meeting and a 
directors meeting were read and ap- 
proved. The treasurer’s report for the 
Killington Section and the Kirk Trails 
and Shelters Fund were approved. 

Steve Pulling reported that the 
prescribed burn of Spring Lake Clearing 
occurred last week. Trail relocation 
work for the Section and the Long Trail 
Patrol is planned for the Route 140 to 
Minerva Hinchey and Route 103 to Claren- 
don Shelter stretches. More work is 
also necessary at the Clarendon Gorge 
Bridge. Plans for the spring 1989 
walk-through were announced. Shelter 
caretakers-adopters are needed at 
Tucker-Johnson, Governor Clement, and 
Minerva Hinchey Shelters. Cooper Lodge 
and Clarendon Shelter are presently 
cared for. 

Smoke & Blazes : Herb Ogden was absent 
[on a long-planned trip to Germany and 
submitted his report in the previous 
Smoke & Blazes . --Ed.] 

Outings: Sue Thomas reported the need 
for the regular transfer of basket and 
supplies between leaders without her in- 
volvement. Plans will be made. 

Main Club: Director Ray Catozzi was 
absent. Brian Fitzgerald, main club 
president, gave a report. The main club 
annual meeting is Memorial Day weekend 
at Johnson. New guide books and maps 
are out. The trail coordinator for the 
USFS is changing. Clarendon Shelter 
will probably be moved closer to the 
relocated trail. Action against the an- 
nounced Killington relocation will con- 
tinue on three fronts -- public informa- 
tion, legislator contact, and Freedom of 
Information Act requests. 


The Section President's report was 
made by Rob Carey. [See last Smoke & 
Blazes . --Ed.] Jean Davies announced 
the intersectional was to be August 19- 
27 at the Betsy Cox Camp in Pittsford. 

Nominated and elected unanimously for 
three year terms as directors were Rob 
Carey, Churchill Scott and Ray Catozzi. 

The directors met and re-elected of- 
ficers: Rob Carey - President, Steve 
Pulling - Vice-President, and Wally 
Rogers - Secretary-Treasurer. All other 
positions remain the same except that 
Roma Pulling asked to be relived of the 
publicity job. Persons will be sought 
for this position [and Olga Laird was 
found. — Ed.] 

Refreshments were served, followed by 
a Gartlein/Rogers program of their 
recent Arizona trip. 


BUCKLIN TRAIL TO KILLINGTON PEAK 

9 July 1989 
by Bernie Donahus 

The two brook crossings on the Buck- 
lin Trail were less of a challenge than 
expected. No one experienced wet feet. 
[Jerry Parker has since bridged the 
lower Brewers Brook crossing. --Ed.] 

This particular Sunday was bright and 
calm. The view along the trail was 
obscured by heavy foliage until the last 
stretch. Thereafter, the members en- 
joyed the usual exciting views closer to 
the Killington pinnacle. 

Once at the top, the usual groups and 
couples from other states were found. 
Leisurely eating lunch and visiting with 
first time Killington hikers passed 45 
minutes or so. On return, the group 
stopped at the Cooper Lodge. Several 
out of state hikers were there. A short 
visit, and then back on the trail to 
Brewer’s Corners. It was a delightful 
day. 
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GOLD MIKES, BRIDGEWATER 

30 July 1989 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 


THE HIKE THAT SORT OF WASN’T 

1 August 1 989 
by Sue Thomas 


On a fine summer day, Churchill Scott 
led a caravan of some thirty hikers 
through Bridgewater Center and up the 
dirt road that heads west up a brook 
from there, to the main Bridgewater Gold 
Mines area. Many of these mines appear 
in the 1869 Beers Atlas of Windsor 
County . They were a by-product of the 
1849 California Gold Rush. People in 
Bridgewater and Plymouth, including some 
who had returned from California, found 
gold in local streams. With visions of 
bazillions in bullion bubbling in their 
brains, they began to dig. They didn’t 
find much gold, but they did leave some 
pretty impressive holes, and Churchill 
took us to what may be the best of them. 

We puffed uphill on a well-engineered 
but now abandoned road, which merged in 
from the right. We bore left at a junc- 
tion and right at another, passed a 
decaying shed, and soon found ourselves 
in the huge three-quarters stone founda- 
tion of a building that reportedly once 
housed animals and equipment for the 
mines. A few hundred feet east of 
there, Churchill led us to a horizontal 
mineshaft extending a couple hundred 
feet into the hillside. 

Most of us explored the shaft to its 
end. It was damp and a little muddy in 
places, but the footing was pretty good 
and there was plenty of headroom. A few 
of the small fry were apprehensive about 
the big dark hole in the earth, but 
they, too couldn’t resist following the 
flashlight beams into the mine. 

After lunch in the huge old founda- 
tion, most of us backtracked a few feet 
to the road and then continued uphill to 
a height of land with several more mines 
on both sides of the road. The most im- 
pressive, west of the old road, was a 
wide vertical shaft with water in the 
bottom. A very rickety primitive ladder 
led from the rim down into the murky 
water. Nobody tried it out, thank good- 
ness! At least three other mines lay at 
or just down (south) from the height of 
land. One, just east of the road, ap- 
peared to be a large, shallow pit, but 
maybe a submerged shaft opened off it. 

We had a pleasant hike back down to 
the traveled road, grateful to Churchill 
for a day of unusual adventure. 


The Killington Section Covert Opera- 
tions Division staged a drill on August 
1 , cleverly disguised as a "supper 
hike." The purpose of the drill was to 
have a hike without telling anyone, then 
compile a list of all those inexplicably 
absent. I am able to report that the 
operation was a resounding success. 
[Only one person besides the Leader 
failed to be absent for the trip to a 
wonderful lookout over Chittenden Reser- 
voir, which appeared in the Outing 
Schedule only after the hike took place, 
thanks to my slowness in finishing the 
S4B. — Ed.] A large list of names was 
compiled. Be advised everyone (and you 
know who you are) that this will be en- 
tered into your permanent record, which 
of course means that each and every one 
of you will be expected to take turns 
writing my hike reports from now on. 
Thank you. 



SHREWSBURY 

1 3 August 1 989 
by Jerry Parker 

My hike was scheduled the same day as 
"Arts in the Park," so finding a spot to 
park near the fire station was almost 
impossible . 

It rained all day Saturday. Finally 
it started clearing Sunday morn- 
continued on p. 3 
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Shrewsbury (continued from p. 2) 
ing around 1 1 a.m. I decided to change 
my original route because we would have 
had to walk through a meadow of long 
grass. We went to a fire road off the 
CCC road which turned out to be perfect 
for a children’s hike. I scheduled this 
easy hike especially for my niece 
Andrea, who at four loves the outdoors. 
Her brother Ross fell asleep on the way 
so my sister stayed in the car with him. 
Andrea and Mara lagged behind, busy ex- 
ploring everything. Andrea caught a 
toad that she let go because, she said, 
"It was getting mad at me." Both sides 
of the road had plenty of raspberries so 
we made frequent stops to sample them. 

We walked to the end of the road. It 
started to rain so we headed back. 
Luckily, it lasted only a few minutes. 
We met Andrea and Mara, who seemed to be 
best of friends. 

John’s odometer registered 3.4 miles 
when we got back to our cars. 


INMAN POND, FAIR HAVEN 

3 September 1989 
by Ira Hawley 

If, in fact, we really did miss the 
young lady who called and wanted to join 
this hike, we now offer an apology. We 
thought we had a good understanding 
about the meeting place in Fair Haven. 
We are real sorry we missed you. 

Due to the Bicycle Race in Rutland 
City our escape route got fouled up and 
some of us got separated. However, 
everything came together at Fair Haven 
and we proceeded to Inman Pond. At once 
we got a good view of the Pond and 
traveled along the shore for a distance 
and then into the open along a service 
road. There were many mullion plants 
along the road that anyone might be able 
to imagine as cactus plants. 

We had lunch in a shady area near the 
outlet of the pond. After this, we 
traveled through a pleasant area of open 
woodlands, then through an overgrown 
meadow taken up with goldenrod being en- 
joyed by numerous honeybees. There were 
also several trees with had been felled 
by beavers, as we were now near a large 
marsh. We came onto a woodland road 
being developed by the state and saw 


several Cardinal Flowers (somewhat rare, 
also a good display of a flower the 
flower guides named pale corydelis, 
which I had never heard of previously. 
This somewhat resembled a miniature 
columbine with pale pink flowers rather 
than the red as seen in the columbine. 
Along the roadside as we returned to our 
cars, we were treated to generous 
samples of delicious ripe blackberries. 
The weather had once again been a 
beautiful late summer day. 


BATTENKILL CANOE TRIP 

9-10 September 1989 
by Stephen Pulling 

Every once in a while in this hectic 
world we live in, you just have to let 
loose and let the kid in you shine 
through. If you could have seen the 
eight "adults" on the canoe trip having 
water fights you might have questioned 
their sanity. We all had lots of laughs 
and most of us got real wet. 

The weather was just perfect both 
Saturday and Sunday, which helped make 
this year’s Battenkill Canoe Trip a 
great success. Six people canoed the 
distance while we had one day apssenger 
on Saturday and four Careys joined us 
for the Sunday trip. 

We started out trip just south of 
Manchester and we had to fight a flock 
of geese for water space as we put in. 
A very leisurely ride from Manchester 
through Sunderland to Arlington was en- 
joyed by everyone as the weather was 
just perfect. West of Arlington our 
pace was picked up a bit as the river 
flows a bit faster there. 

We found our campsite at the Vermont 
- New York border about 4:30 p.m, set up 
camp, cooked supper, and sat around the 
campfire roasting marshmallows late into 
the night. A1 Pulling stoped in for 
supper and picked up our day passenger 
Roma. The Careys also met us at the 
campsite and spent all day Sunday with 
us . 

After numerous water fights and 
several swim stops we found our vehicles 
just south of Salem, New York, at a 
fishing access. I hope everyone on the 
trip had a great time and didn’t get too 
wet . 
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BIRD MOUNTAIN, CASTLETON 

16 September 1989 
by John and Emma Hughes 

Even though it was a sunny day, the 
weather forecasts were for showers late 
in the day, but it stayed clear most of 
the time and we finished by 2:50 p.m. 

Eleven hikers met in the park and 
three more met us at the turn to the 
gravel road at Route 4A near the moun- 
tain. We drove as far as we could on 
this road and parked. 

We started hiking on a jeep road 
which climbs gradually for about 1 .5 
miles. Then we made some turns on log- 
ging roads that got steeper, leading to 
the base of the mountain. At this point 
you leave the road and go a short dis- 
tance in the woods to a short, steep 
climb to a low spot along the ridge of 
the mountain. From this low area, we 
hiked along a trail which climbs to the 
high point at the south end of Bird 
Mountain, which has good views. 

After lunch we went back along the 
trail to the low area and then hiked to 
the north end along a trail where 
everybody was helping me find the 
markers along the way. The lookout 
point at this end is lower, but we could 
look down and see our cars. From this 
lookout another logging road descends 
back to the jeep road we started on, and 
along the way you could see where loging 
had been done recently. 

We hope everyone enjoyed the hike as 
much as we did and thank you for coming. 


MENDON PEAK 

30 September 1989 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Rob Carey led us on the real 
bushwhack of the season to a peak that 
many of us see every day but few visit. 
The Appalachian Mt. Club "New England 
Hundred Highest" register at the west- 
ernmost peak of Mendon (the true summit) 
shows only a trickle of visitors to this 
trailless peak. 

A baker’s half-dozen of us (I pick 
that expression because I'm not sure how 
many there were) left our cars at 
Brewers Corners, on the Wheelerville 
Road, and walked up the old Killington 
Carriage Road past a camp and the road 


that branches over to the Bucklin Trail. 
We then left the Carriage Road, keeping 
to the more traveled woodroad that drops 
down to cross Eddy Brook on a bridge and 
goes on up to Stovepipe City. Just 
after crossing Eddy Brook, we turned 
left on the well-traveled woodroad and 
then right on a less-traveled one that 
headed uphill on more or less the 
southerly compass bearing that Rob knew 
would take us partway up the mountain. 
When that road decided to follow a dif- 
ferent bearing, we did not, and the 
bushwhack began. 

After crossing a fairly well-traveled 
woodroad, we pushed uphill through 
fairly open hardwoods and then skirted 
the east edge of a former clearing now 
grown up to a thicket of saplings. 
Changing course where both Rob’s memory 
and Herb’s altimeter said we should, we 
headed southeast up the peak, still in 
open hardwoods with occasional boulders. 

The final steep ascent was through a 
tangle of mossy evergreens, or, as one 
member put it, "carniverous trees." 
They didn't eat us, but they did slow us 
down. Some of us found a faint trail 
marked by red surveyor’s tape, which led 
over the treetrunks and boulders to near 
the westernmost peak of Mendon, then 
over to the middle peak. 

From the middle peak, only slightly 
lower than the westernmost peak, the 
view was spectacular on this warm, clear 
day. We could see beyond Mansfield to 
the north and all the way to Wachusett, 
in Massachusetts, to the south. To the 
west. East Mountain appeared to be a 
mere plateau, and the parallel ridges of 
the Taconics were beautiful. • To the 
east, we had wa whole new perspective on 
Pico, Killington, Little Killington, and 
Shrewsbury. All agreed that the view 
was well worth the bushwhack. 

There was some talk of the group 
splitting so the more adventurous of us 
could hike over the easternmost peak 
into the Little Killington saddle and 
descend to Stovepipe City, high in the 
Eddy Brook valley. But we spent so much 
time soaking up the view and the sun 
from the south-facing summit rocks, and 
Rob spoke so persuasively of the 
evergreen thicket that lay between us 
and the Stovepipe City road — maybe 
those trees really were carniverous — 
that the secessionists succumbed. We 
may try the other route in the future. 
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NEW MEMBERS SINCE LAST ISSUE: 

Charles, Dennis 4 Corey 

RFD 3, Box 8002, Mendon VT 05701 

Colutti, Dominic, Jr. 

240 Lincoln Drive, Rutland VT 05701 

Kelley, Philip 

56 Church St., Rutland VT 05701 
Kerr, Ann T. 

P. 0. Box 123, Castleton VT 05735 
Kulka, Edythe 

32 Nichols St., Rutland VT 05701 
Latzer, Alex 

Lake Road at Baker Street 
Morris Township NJ 07960 

Reohr , Janet R. 

8 Church St., Poultney VT 05764 
Saltiel, Maurice 

92 Forest St., Rutland VT 05701 


The Editor and wife wish to report 
that, at the tender age of 1 Vi months, 
their daughter Hannah had her first Long 
Trail trip, over the relocation north of 
Route 103, with a nursing stop at the 
splendid view above Great Gorge Gulch. 
Maybe Hannah is the youngest person to 
pass over Jerry Parker’s fine new 
stiles, though doubtless not for long. 


Smoke 4 Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 
Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Roma Pulling 
Virginia Scott 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 
Distribution 


W. Churchill Scott 


Silvin, Darius D. 

289 Baltic St., Brooklyn NY 11201 
Thibault, Barbara 

358 62nd St., Newport Beach CA 92663 

Williams, Kristina 

P. 0. Box 322, Castleton VT 05735 


ARRIVALS 

by Sue Thomas 

Rob and Carolyn Badger, wandering 
Killington Section members, have sent 
word of the birth of their second son, 
Dylan Christopher, in September. Along 
with big brother Daniel, the newest 
Badger is residing in Potsdam, N. Y., 
where his dad accepted a teaching posi- 
tion at the State University. We hope 
to plan some Adirondack hikes in the fu- 
ture. Maybe we can meet halfway! 

Once again the Killington Section is 
faced with the problem of how to slip a 
congratulatory note past our editor. If 
he doesn’t stop having "significant 
events," we'll have to request that he 
type Smoke 4 Blazes blindfolded. [From 
some of the typos Sue finds, one might 
think I already do that. — Ed.] Anyway, 
we'd all like to congratulate Herb Ogden 
and Cathy Thomas on the birth of their 
daughter, Hannah Ruth Ogden, on 14 
August. Best wishes to you all, which 
are sincere even if lacking the element 
of surprise! 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi 4 Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 5 JAN. 1990, PLEASE!!! 


COME BACK SOON! 

The entire Killington Section wishes 
a speedy recovery to long-time member W. 
Churchill Scott, who recently had 
surgery. We miss you, and we look for- 
ward to seeing you back on the trails as 
soon as possible. 


FROM THE PAGES OF OLD VERMONTERS 

On the next page is a 1928 article 
printed in The Vermonter , the privately 
published former "State Magazine." Our 
copy came from W. Churchill Scott’s col- 
lection and was selected by Ray Catozzi . 
Ray also found several other articles 
from The Vermonter of the 1930’s, deal- 
ing with topics like the Long Trail 
Lodge, an end-to-end in the mid-1930’s, 
flora and fauna along the trail, and one 
entitled "Long Trail Safe for Women 
Hikers." There is also a multi-page 
poem that seems almost as long as the 
entire Long Trail from Masachusetts to 
Canada, all about a hiking experience. 

If you enjoy the following selection, 
let the Editor know, and he will print 
some more of these. In fact, the Editor 
quite fancies them and will probably 
print more unless readers object anyway. 
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The Vermont Trail 

By RACHEL V. CONNAL 


I have often wondered how much Vermonters enthused about their own state, if at all, when in the west 
and south. I have known resident Vermonters who, while among us, steadily depleted our population by 
Hagrantly advancing the claims of other states, in which, for similar zeal, offenders are severely chastized. 
But now comes a worthy emissary, Rachel Connal, 14, born in Vermont, who published the following in 
the high school paper of Aberdeen, Washington, after residing on the Pacific Coast five years. Few of 
her age know our state’s history, legends and wood lore as well. She is an omniverous reader, a splendid 
little housekeeper and a good cook. She has been from Vermont to the Pacific Coast five times — the last 
time going alone from Montreal. 


B HERE’S a long, long trail awinding 
into the land of my dreams.” 
This becomes a fact and not poet- 
ical fancy if you happen to be 
dreaming of old Vermont, for in 
1 - 1 that state the Long Trail runs the 
entire length of the Green Mountains to 
Canada. Vermont is only about 160 miles 
long in an air-line, but the trail climbs and 
twists in and out, along the ridges, up and 
down until it measures 250 miles. 

Because of its combination of wilderness 
and accessibility, you may spend a day or a 
month on the trail without covering any 
ground more than once. No tent will be 
needed, as there are shelters every six or 
eight miles. There are caretakers at only 
three of these shelters and at the others the 
law of the woods prevails: To leave as 
much dry wood as you find, keep the frying 
pan clean and to be more than careful about 
fire. Do these things and you are welcome. 

Occasionally there are hotels. At the top 
of the highest peak, Mt. Mansfield, you come 
abruptly out of wilderness to a place of 
electric lights, hot and cold batns, and 
automobiles. 

But the trail itself— nothing so well des- 
cribes it as the official designation, "a foot- 
path in the wilderness.” Leave the highway 


DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&B ’S? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to us. 


and turn into any trail and you will find 
your guide post. You hear an automobile 
pass, turn your back and in five minutes the 
walls of the great trees shut out the sounds 
of the world. To all appearances there 
might be Indians in the forest and the Green 
Mountain Boys might well be merry making 
in their caves. 

At Griffith Lake which is on a mountain 
top, there once was a man who had the 
means and fancy to collect almost every 
wild flower which would survive. His home 
has fallen into decay, but the woods about 
it, through which the trail winds, are still a 
vast garden. 

Every part of the trail has its picture. 
"A long aisle carpeted with moss and lined 
with columns of dark pines, gray beech, and 
shining yellow birch, through which floats 
the voice of a hermit thrush like the song 
of a nun in a cathedral; a turn and 
ou pause on a granite step to hold your 
reath and look down upon a little wild 
meadow of asteris, a tiny blue sea close-rim- 
med by whispering green cliffs.” Thus has 
it been described by one author. 

For a hundred miles in every direction 
the cup of beauty is full to the brim. Yes, 
There’s a long, long trail a winding into the 
land of my dreams.” 


Whether you hunt or not — 

Best wishes for a safe hunting season. 
Wear safety colors and avoid the woods 
when visibility is poor. We want you 
with us after Thanksgiving! 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 
someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT 


LEADER 


4 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

BOILING SPRING, Chittenden. 6-7 mi, 
moderate, part on Catamount Trail. 

John ft Emma 
Hughes 

775-4078 

11 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

10:00 

a.m . 

FAIRBANKS MUSEUM, PLANETARIUM, Sue Thomas 

St. Johnsbury. A safe hunting season 
trip: natural science, history, archaeology 
exhibits, planetarium show. Admission fee. 

Reservations to Sue by 5 Nov., please! 

773-2185 

18 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

6:00 

p .m. 

POTLUCK, Unitar ian-Universalist Church 
basement. Join us for annual hunting 
season supper; bring a dish to share. 

Roma Pulling 

773-6997 

2 Dec. 
( Sat . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

SHERBURNE PASS TO OLD TURNPIKE ROAD, 
Sherburne - Mendon. 5.5 mi. moderate. 
Follow Long Trail north, then descend 
old turnpike past huge beaver pond. 

Herb Ogden (W) 

. (H) 

775-3368 

775-1350 

10 Dec. 
( Sun . ) 

6:00 

p .m. 

MOONLIGHT HIKE to Pine Hill, Rutland. 
3 mi. moderate. Almost full moon. 

Steve Pulling 

775-3361 

16 Dec. 
( Sat . ) 

6:00 

p .m . 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING, Rutland. Our 
traditional old hikers’ serenade. 

Bernie Donahue 

773-7462 

2 Jan . 
( Tues . ) 

7:00 

p . m . 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, 35 Burnham 
Ave., Rutland. Come help schedule. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

6 Jan . 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

RAILROAD BEDS, Pawlet. 6 mi . , moderate, 
for cross country skis or snowshoes. 

Rob ft Sue Carey 

446-2830 

14 Jan. 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

MOUNT TOM, Woodstock. 3 mi. moderate. 
Snowshoe or walk. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

20 Jan. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

FIFIELD POND, WILDER MOUNTAIN AREA, 
Mount Tabor. 7 mi. moderate. 

John ft Emma 
Hughes 

775-4078 

28 Jan. 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

SKI HILDENE, Manchester. Cross country 
ski on the grounds of historic Hildene. 
Trail fee charged. 

Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 
Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 


leaders or 
446-2830 
775-3361 
468-3210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, 
APPLICATION FOR 


GREEN MT. CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Moun- 
tain Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club 
quarterly). Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work 
parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at 
most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help 
maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) 
and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES * 

Adult $14.00 
Adult Spouse 11.00 
Junior (under 18) 2.50 
Family Junior 1.00 
Senior (over 65) 7.00 
Life 120.00 
Institutional 25.00 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to 

the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 

*If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of 
joining is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first 
part of the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month 
number; Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Cast leton VT 05735 


t 



VOL. 42, NO. 4 KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB JANUARY, 1990 


SLACK HILL, PLYMOUTH 

24 September 1989 
Leader: Sue Carey 


No report, but a drawing by an unknown 
artist possibly related to the Leader: 



SASHA TAKES A STAND: 

HALFMOON POND TO GLEN LAKE, HUBBARDTON 

8 October 1988 
by Sue Thomas 

Our hike to Glen Lake didn't get off 
to a very good start. Sasha the dog 

looked over the situation at the park 
and decided she wanted nothing to do 
with this expedition. So, while we 

waited for late arrivals, Sasha took ac- 

tion and locked herself into a van. 
Thus she and her owner had to skip the 
hike, while the rest of us set off for 
Half Moon State Park, where several 

hikers were waiting for us. Also wait- 
ing for us was a park ranger who refused 
to let us into the park! At this point 
I began to wonder if maybe Sasha was 
right! I managed to convince the ranger 
that we wouldn’t vandalize their newly- 
painted leantos or sue them if hanging 


SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS 

FOR YOU , IF YOU DON’T RENEW 
your Killington Section GMC 
membership. Yes, this is the 
LAST ISSUE you will receive if 
you don’t send in your 1990 
dues soon. For your con- 
venience, there’s a membership 
application at the end of this 
issue. Your address label 
tells you if Treasurer Wally 
Rogers has received your 1990 
dues. If you don’t see an 90 
by your name, please send dues 
now! 


limbs fell on us, so despite our dis- 
reputable appearance he let us through. 

The trail we took from there to Glen 
Lake was built by the Vermont Youth Con- 
servation Corps in 1987, and though not 
consistently blazed it’s a very pretty 
hike. We took a lunch break on some 
ledges overlooking Moscow Pond, then de- 
scended to the pond and continued on 
toward Glen Lake. Ira took us on a 

short side trip to a ledge with a 

beautiful view, from which we could see 
black clouds rolling in, so we didn’t 

linger . 

Further along we came to another 
trail marked "Crown Point Road," which 
presents a mystery. Several in our 

group are familiar with the old military 
road and all agreed that it couldn't 
possibly be there! 

From another rock ledge we watched 
several fishermen below on Glen Lake, 
then followed the prettiest part of the 
trail as it wound its way down to the 
lake and followed the shoreline. We 
finished the hike at the ruins of what 
looked to have been a large building, of 
which only the fireplace and the dock 
continued on p. 2 
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remain. Despite a few hitches, somewhat 
moody weather, and one of those dad- 
blasted pedometers that always read 
twice the mileage I put in the schedule, 
Sasha missed a nice hike! 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, NEW YORK 

1 5 October 1 989 
by Bernie Donahue 

No better time to view the Green 
Mountain skyline than in mid-October! 
Black Mountain, north of Whitehall, of- 
fers a grandstand seat to this beautiful 
opportunity. A panoramic view of Lake 
George, Fort Ticonderoga and the 
southern tip of Lake Champlain is a 
colorful bonus. 

The fall was again the season 
selected to experience this, as a small 
group of Killington Section hikers 
climbed to the top. On arrival, a thick 
fog greeted our group. Visibility had 
been reduced to perhaps one hundred feet 
or less. No one climbed to the top of 
the abandoned but accessible fire tower. 
After a leisurely lunch, part of the 
group, upon descending the trail, rode 
over to Hulett’s Landing on Lake George 
for more pleasant viewing from the 
shore. By mid-afternoon the fog lifted. 
We felt it was too late then to ascend 
the mountain once more. 

We look forward to making this hike a 
reality next October. Barring a return 
to a spell of inclement weather, it 
would offer the great viewing we missed 
this time. 


MYSTERY HIKE 

22 October 1989 
by ?? (no report) 


GLASTENBURY BACKPACK 

26-27 October 1989 
by Roma Pulling 

Talk about not being able to get it 
together! When we weren’t foiled by 
discouraging weather forecasts, we had 
conflicts with other activities (in 
Sue's case one of them was called 
"work" ) but the last week in October we 


realized that if we didn’t go before the 
time change and early darkness, the trip 
would have to be postponed until spring. 
Fortunately this realization conicided 
with a spell of fair and unseasonably 
warm weather, and we were off. 

Sue Thomas accompanied us because she 
needed this section of the Long Trail 
for her End to End. We left Rutland at 
6:30 a.m. At Route 9 in Woodford we 
parted company for the day, and while 
Sue labored up the Long Trail we hiked 
the Bald Mountain and West Ridge Trails 
to Goddard Shelter. We had a good climb 
up to the summit of Bald Mountain and 
found the West Ridge Trail virtually 
level, but I couldn’t seem to make any 
time on it. Sue arrived at the shelter 
several hours before us. Some might say 
it’s because I’m no longer 32! 

When we hiked this section of the 
Long Trail in 1982, we stayed in the old 
Glastenbury Shelter. Goddard was new to 
us, and we enjoyed our stay a lot. Sue 
liked sitting in a lounge chair with 
which the shelter was provided, but when 
I sat down it was hard to get up again. 
It’s a log leanto with the front raised 
above the ground, perhaps to discourage 
porcupines, which were a nuisance at the 
old shelter. We did hear piercing 
screams from some animal after dark, and 
Alfred and Sue got up in the night to 
chase mice out of their packs. The 
clever little beasts had gotten in even 
though we hung our packs before retir- 
ing. 

Friday I made a little better time. 
The three of us took the Long Trail as 
far as Story Spring Shelter, stopping at 
Kid Gore and Caughnawaga Shelters to 
take pictures. We met the only two 
hikers we saw in two days of hiking, 
just north of Caughnawage Shelter and 
heading south. When Alfred and I 
stopped for lunch near the summit of the 
"Unnamed Peak," he pointed out the sound 
of a grouse drumming on a distant log. 
I was thrilled as I had heard it before 
only on TV. At Story Spring Shelter Sue 
took the Long Trail to the road while 
Alfred and I took the shorter Branch 
Pond Trail. 

Sue took us to Woodford to pick up 
our car , and we stopped in Bennington 
for supper at Papa Gino’s. Fast food 
never tasted so good. We have only 
twelve more shelters to photograph, all 
in the northern part of the state. 
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LAKE TRAIL TO GRIFFITH LAKE 

28 October 1989 
by Roma Pulling 

Leading a seven mile hike the day 
after returning from a twenty mike back- 
pack might not be good judgment, but the 
morning of the 28th we appeared at the 
park with aching bodies and, in my case, 
sore feet. The fog was so thick it was 
eerie but it burned off later for a 
beautiful, warm day. 

Seven people accompanied us up the 
Lake Trail, which is the carriage road, 
badly eroded now, that led to the former 
Griffith Lake House. Vith three major 
crossings of McGinn Brook and several 
minor stream crossings plus areas of 
black ooze, it seemed as though we waded 
to the lake and back. 

Everyone agreed the lake was worth 
the effort. We ate lunch at the tent 
area and relaxed before retracing our 
steps. We met several other hikers en- 
joying the summerlike weather. 


BOILING SPRING, CHITTENDEN 

4 November 1989 

Leaders: John & Emma Hughes (no report) 


FAIRBANKS MUSEUM & PLANETARIUM 

11 November 1989 
by Sue Thomas 

During hunting season this year we 
went to St. Johnsbury to visit the 
planetarium at the Fairbanks Museum. 
After a chilly lunch on the porch, we 
had some time to tour the museum before 
the show started. It’s a fascinating 
place with a vide variety of exhibits 
from an extensive collection of animals 
and birds (they claim to have every 
species that has ever lived in Vermont), 
artifacts from around the world, and a 
room devoted to the Fairbanks Scale Co. 
Downstairs is the Vermont Weather Sta- 
tion where forecasting and recordkeeping 
are done for the state. Broadcasts 
heard on Vermont Public Radio originate 
from there. I tagged along with a bunch 
of Cub Scouts who were getting a guided 
tour of the weather station, so I heard 
all about it. 

The Planetarium was packed for the 


afternoon show, where we saw the planets 
and stars that were visible at that time 
of year and heard the myths associated 
with some of the constellations. Too 
bad that I’ll have forgotten it all by 
the time we have a moonlight hike! 


POT LUCK SUPPER 
18 November 1989 
by Roma Pulling 

This year’s hunting season supper was 
one of the better ones in recent years, 
with approximately 30 people in atten- 
dance in the basement of the Unitarian 
Church. And the food! Our Killington 
Section cooks are the greatest. With 
hot dishes ranging from macaroni and 
cheese to Spanish rice and delicious 
salads, and topped off with pie, cake, 
cookies, and ice cream, everyone was 
stufffed to capacity. 

One thing this writer liked to see 
was that we had people in every age 
bracket . 

Following this repast, John Martin 
showed slides of a trip he and Jan took 
in June up the Inside Passage to Alaska 
and through Yellowstone National Park. 
We all thank John for providing this ex- 
cellent entertainment. 

If there has to be a deer season, 
this is the way to spend it! 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Roma Pulling 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 
Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 6 APRIL 1990, PLEASE!!! 


DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&B'S? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to us. 
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SHERBURNE PASS TO OLD TURNPIKE ROAD 

2 December 1989 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

This could have been a snowshoe hike. 
While there was only a thick dusting of 
snow down in the city, the Green Moun- 
tain spine north of Sherburne Pass had 
six to eight inches of snow. This 
slowed us down a little, not so much be- 
cause of poor footing, but more because 
the lack of recent blazes from Tucker- 
Johnson Shelter to a point just south of 
The Elbow made the leader stop rather 
often, bobbing his head around like a 
flamingo trying to spot the next faded 
patch of white. After a while, spotting 
the Forest Service's antique and mis- 
shapen blazes turned into a bit of a 
game: we would come up to a tree which 
looked like it might once have been 
blazed and scrutinize the bark closely, 
occasionally triumphing in the discovery 
of a few flakes of white paint. USFS, 
please note! 

We cheated a little at the start. To 
avoid possibly slippery going on the 
Long Trail just north of Sherburne Pass, 
we left our cars at the north end of the 
Robinwood development, near the site of 
Tucker Lodge, and took the former Long 
Trail north to Willard Gap. 

At Tucker-Johnson Shelter, we 
surprised John and Emma Hughes, who were 
just starting a fire for lunch. They 
had come in the same way as we, but of 
course expected us to come in by the 
longer and slower Long Trail and arrive 
long after them. Instead, we were 
nearly on their heels. 

South of The Elbow, we puzzled over a 
(presumably) animal track which looked 
as if someone had dragged a beaver 
downhill. The track was simply a groove 
in the snow, about eight inches wide. 

At The Elbow, where the old turnpike 
from North Sherburne to Mendon and Chit- 
tenden crosses the ridge, we found a 
well-snowmobiled track leading from 
North Sherburne and turning north on the 
LT. It was our first sign of recent 
human travel since leaving Tucker- 
Johnson . 

Crossing the former bridge on the 
little causeway over an arm of the big 
beaver pond, we had one small casualty. 
Sue Thomas got a very wet foot when some 
snow and ice gave way and she went in 
over her boot top. Rather surprisingly. 


the rest of us made it through the mar- 
shy part of the old turnpike dryshod. 
We lunched overlooking the big beaver 
pond, near where the turnpike divided. 
Leaving the Chittenden branch behind, we 
climbed up the Mendon branch past a few 
very solid looking seasonal dwellings. 



The leader apologizes for advertising 
the final point on the hike as a 
"mystery." Had he looked very carefully 
in the Beers 1869 atlas of Rutland 
County, he would have seen that the puz- 
zling square mass of rock drymasonry 
just south of the old turnpike near the 
height of land was once a lime kiln. 
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MOONLIGHT HIKE TO PINE HILL 

10 December 1989 
by Steve Pulling 

Seven hearty souls showed up for our 
annual December moonlight hike. It was 
a cold night, as was much of the month 
of December, which probably scared away 
some potential hikers on this tradition- 
ally popular event. The full moon was 
also a no-show as the clouds won the 
battle of the skies. 

Our destination this evening was Pine 
Hill Park, in particular Rocky Pond. We 
hiked up the road which is the extension 
of Evergreen Avenue. There was only six 
inches of fresh powder snow on the 
found, which made walking fairly easy. 
In not time we were at the picnic area 
at Rocky Pond. 

Here we built a fire, drank hot 
beverages, and ate delicious sweets made 
by some the the ladies of the group. 
Each chef promised that all calories 
were removed! After an easy downhill 
walk back to the cars, I got home and 
missed only one quarter of the late 
game . 


CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

16 December 1989 
Leader: Bernie Donahue 

Editor’s Note: In January, around the 

time excursion reports were due, Bernie 
was involved in a serious car accident 
on Route 7 south of Rutland, suffering a 
concussion, breaking several ribs, and 
enduring other unpleasantness. For- 
tunately, Bernie is recovering well and 
should be back on the trails in several 
months. Despite being laid up, Bernie 
was conscientious about getting in his 
Black Mountain hike report, printed on 
p. 2. As for the caroling, I understand 
it was poorly attended, probably because 
of the extreme cold. 


LONG TRAIL SOUTH OF WALLINGFORD GULF TO 
RUN ALONG TOP PART OF KEEWAYDIN TRAIL 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

On 10 January 1990, the United States 
Forest Service and the National Park 
Service issued their long-promised deci- 


sion on the fate of the Long Trail / Ap- 
palachian Trail between White Rocks and 
Route 140 in Wallingford Gulf. After a 
public meeting in Wallingford on 2 
December 1988, six alternatives were 
considered, including leaving the trail 
in its present narrow corridor. 

The Forest Service’s choice, Alterna- 
tive B, is shown on the map on page 6 of 
this issue. The Forest Service says 
this alternative "would relocate the 
trail partially onto the Keewaydin Trail 
crossing 3 private parcels (Bruneau, 
Butterworth, and Persse), as well as 
Green Mountain National Forest, and then 
continue north over the Allen property, 
until reaching an old skid road on the 
Roberts property. Following this aban- 
doned road east-northeasterly, the trail 
would cross Rt. 1 40 at a point with safe 

sight distances and easy grades 

Portions of the Keewaydin Trail would be 
redesigned and reconstructed (due to ex- 
cessive grades and inadequate drainage, 
and to bring the trail up to standard 
for the higher use level), and a side 
trail linking the White Rocks parking 
area would be constructed." From this 
last comment, it appears the lower part 
of the Keewaydin Trail might be aban- 
doned, as it is the present link to the 
White Rocks parking area. 

There is no mention of retaining the 
present Long Trail as a side trail at 
least as far east as Greenwall Shelter. 
There is also no mention of relocating 
or replacing Greenwall Shelter, however. 

Rejected alternatives included using 
existing narrow rights of way just west 
of the present LT between Sugar Hill 
Road and Wallingford Gulf, swinging west 
through the White Rocks parking area to 
the Hartsboro Road, following Bully 
Brook east after descending part of the 
Keewaydin Trail, and leaving the LT/AT 
where it is. 

The Forest Service says that further 
information is available from Bob Pramuk 
or Ann Mates at P. 0. Box 519, Rutland 
VY 05702, telephone (802) 773-0300, or 
Michael Schrotz, Manchester District 
Ranger , RFD 1, Box 1940, Manchester Cen- 
ter VT 05255, telephone (802) 362- 
1251 • 

The decision may be appealed ad- 
ministratively through the Forest Serv- 
ice within 45 days of its issuance. 
Smoke & Blazes has heard of no plans to 
appeal . 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 


someone , 

please 

share 

; car expense. Guests are welcome! 




DATE 

HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 

LEADER 



5 Feb. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

PINE BROOK TRAIL, Rochester and Han- 
cock. Ski or snowshoe. 5 mi. moderate. 

Herb Ogden 

(H) 

(V) 

775-1550 

775-5568 

9 Feb. 
(Fri. ) 

6:50 

p.m. 

SKATE BY MOONLIGHT, ELFIN LAKE, 
Wallingford. Weather-dependent. 
Call for conditions. 

Rob & Sue 
Carey 


446-2850 

11 Feb. 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

BALD MOUNTAIN, Mendon. Snowshoe. 
4 mi. moderate. 

Sue Thomas 


775-2185 

17 Feb. 
( Sat . ) 

1 : 00 

p.m. 

SLEDDING PARTY, Rutland. Join us for 
an afternoon of sliding in Ira's back 
field, weather permitting. 

Ira Hawley 


775-4149 

25 Feb. 
( Sun . ) 

10:00 

a.m. 

GLEN DAM, Rutland. Ski or snowshoe. 
Mileage variable, 2 mi . or more. 

V. C. Scott 


775-1494 


5-4 March 
(Sat . -Sun. ) 


MERCK FOREST WINTER WEEKEND, Rupert. 
Come for the day or a weekend of cross 
country skiing and snowshoeing in 2700- 
acre forest preserve. Enclosed shelter 
with woodstove heat. Fee charged. 

Call Sue Thomas for details. 

Sue Thomas 

11 March 2:00 
( Sat . ) 

j A 1 

17 March 10:00 
(Sat. ) 

p.m. 

SUGAR ON SNOW, Unitarian-Universalist 
church, -aWest St., Rutland. A New 
England spring tradition! Fee Charged. 
Program to follow. 

i \ 

SUNRISE ^SHELTER, Chittenden. 2 mi . , 
modefatd'. Walk, snowshoe or ski. 

Rob & Sue 

a.m. 

Roma & A1 
Pulling 

25 March 9:00 
(Sun. ) 

a.m. 

BLUE 'RIDGE MOUNTAIN, Mendon. 5 mi. 
moderate; steep in places. Snowshoe 
or walk; not suitabl;e for skiing. 

Steve Pulling 

1 April 12:50 
( Sun . ) 

p.m. 

SECOND ANNUAL JARVIS SNODGRASS MEMORIAL 
EXCURSION. Not too far, not too hard! 

Rob & Sue 
Carey 


775-2185 


775-2185 


775-6997 

775-5561 


446-2850 


5 April 7:00 p.m. OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING, 55 Burnham 
(Tues.) Ave., Rutland. Come help us plan. 


Sue Thomas 


7 April 5:50 p.m. 
( Sat . ) 

7:00 p.m. 


POTLUCK, Unitarian-Universalist Church, Sue Thomas 
Vest St., Rutland. Bring dish to share. 

followed by 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE KILLINGTON SECTION: 

Elections, reports, issues for the year. 


775-2185 

775-2185 


22 April 10:00 a.m. 
( Sun . ) 


29 April 
( Sun . ) 


9:00 a.m. 


RAILROAD BED MYSTERY HIKE, 4 mi . , 
moderate, maybe wet in places. 

BEAR MOUNTAIN, Clarendon. 5 mi., 
moderate with one very steep place. 


Herb Ogden 


Jerry Parker 


(H) 775-1550 
(W) 775-5568 

775-6208 


For more information about activities and membership, please 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1, Box 540, Vallingford VT 05775 
Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 5, Box 5192, Rutland VT 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 565, Castleton 


contact hike leaders or 

446-2850 

05701 775-5561 

VT 05755 468-5210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Moun- 
tain Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club 
quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work 
parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at 
most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help 
maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) 
and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1 .00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

120.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 

: • t 

) 

> 


I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to 

the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund. 


"If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of 
joining is on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first 
part of the year, subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month 
number; Spouse - 0.50 times month number; others receive no credit. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 
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BOILING SPRING, CHITTENDEN 

4 November 1 989 

by John 4 Emma Hughes, Leaders 

We were fortunate when Sue Carey came 
with her truck and offered to give us a 
ride from the parking lot at Mountain 
Top Inn to the beginning of the old New 
Boston Trail. This road is quite rough 
and we thought we would be walking the 
extra distance because it is not good 
for cars. Thank you. Sue! 

We started walking on an old road 
which then became log and jeep trails. 
It was cold enough so that some of the 
wet areas were frozen. We had to cross 
several small brooks. 

The spring is about twelve feet in 
diameter and has about one or two feet 
of clear water. It feeds an outlet 
which is one of the sources of Kiln 
Brook, which flows into Furnace Brook. 
The spring moves the sand in the bottom 
and makes it look like boiling water. 
The silt has been washed out of the sand 
so the water above it stays clear and 
the sand just moves around. We took a 
long stick and were able to shove it 
down into the spring about six feet. 

After returning to the truck by the 
same way we had lunch. 


RAILROAD BEDS, PAWLET: 

THE FORLORN SKIING TRIP 
6 January 1990 
by Sue Carey, Leader 

There was snow during the month of 
December and I was optimistic that this 
year we’d be able to ski on the roilroad 
beds. Alas, the snow melted the week 
before, and we had to walk. 

Of course we enjoyed the hike anyway. 
We spotted cars at the old train station 
in Granville and started hiking in West 
Pawlet. There were many icy spots along 


the way but they were easily avoided by 
walking in the snow along the edge. The 
level bed made for fast and easy hiking. 

When we got to Granville we had to 
make a detour at the telescope furniture 
factory: down a side track through 
another factory’s parking lot, along a 
residential street until we picked the 
bed up at Agway. 

For some people the scariest part of 
the trip was crossing an old train 
trestle. You could look down through 
the ties to the roaring stream twenty 
feet below. Others thought that was 
fun. 

There was an old caboose at the Gran- 
ville station and you could climb up the 
back porch. Two year old Seth found it 
delightful to climb up on a real train 
and he didn’t want to leave. 

Next year maybe we’ll try skiing 
(hiking) from Granville to Poultney. 
One of these years we should have some 
snow. 


Smoke 4 Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Roma Pulling 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 
Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi 4 Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ’SEND COPY BY 6 JULY 1990, PLEASE!!! 


DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S4B ' S? 

To recycle a Smoke 4 Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to us. 
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SLIDING DOWN MT. TOM 

14 January 1990 
by Sue Thomas , Leader 

As everyone knows, I have a tendency 
to lead hikes into unexplored territory, 
so it probably came as no surprise to 
anyone that we ended up by sliding down 
a practically vertical cliff on the ice. 
I was ready to apologize for not having 
scouted the route ahead of time, but as 
it turned out we were on the right trail 
all along, it was just a tad steeper 
than the map in the guidebook indicated! 

Since we had no casualties on the 
cliff, I can report that it was a very 
nice hike. [New success criterion? 

Ed.] Mt. Tom is a great place to be on 
a beautiful winter day, with views of 
the surrounding mountains and valleys, 
white snow and blue skies. We treated 
outselves to ice cream on the way home, 
always a fine ending for any hike! 


FIFIELD POND AND WILDER MOUNTAIN 

20 January 1990 

by John & Emma Hughes, Leaders 

After having several days of warm and 
rainy weather during the week before the 
hike, the snow was packed down and you 
could walk easily around the woods. 

We parked our cars on a gravel road 
off Route 155 and walked uphill, enter- 
ing the Green Mt. National Forest. It 
didn’t take long to get to the pond, 
which was frozen. After walking on the 
ice we went on trails toward Wilder 
Mountain. Along the way we passed a 
beaver dam which is filling in the old 
log road with water. This area is a 
mixture of evergreen and deciduous trees 
and as you gain in elevation it becomes 
clear hardwoods. We passed several 
cellrholes and stone walls along the 
trail . 

We left the trail at about its 
highest poing in elevation and "winter 
bushwhacked" to the top of the mountain. 
It was cold enough so the snow supported 
your weight and was easy walking. 

At the top Jerry built a fire and we 
had lunch. We were able to see sur- 
rounding mountains and a ski area toward 
the south. We reutrned about the same 
way except for using some other trails 
which lead back to Fifield Pond. 


SKI HILDENE IN SHREWSBURY, OR 

DID LINCOLN EVER MAKE IT TO NORTHAM? 

28 January 1990 
by Ray Catozzi, Leader 

Karen only went a short way with us, 
then returned to her home, where we were 
graciously allowed to park our car. The 
four remaining had a delightful 5 + mi. 
ski-hike-talk in Shrewsbury. 


KILLINGTON SECTION DIRECTORS MEETING 

3 April 1990, Sue Thomas's home 

from minutes by Wally Rogers, Secretary 

Meeting began at 6:30 p.m. All nine 
directors were eventually present, and 
several guests attended. 

We discussed the main club membership 
assessment increase for 1991 and its ef- 
fect on our dues. We plan no KS dues 
increase in 1990. 

We discussed KS life memberships. We 
recommended for Section approval an im- 
mediate KS Life Membership dues increase 
to $200, to cover provision of all serv- 
ices for life. 

We decided to allow main club life 
members (not necessarily the same people 
as KS life members) a discount on their 
KS dues equal to the avoided cost of the 
main club assessment. 

We instructed our director on the 
main club board to work toweard holding 
the line on assessment increases and 
eliminate fees for attending annual 
meetings of the main club. 

We instructed the Secretary to write 
the main club Trails and Shelters Com- 
mittee that ( 1 ) we urge signs be placed 
to close or warn of the danger on the 
Deer Leap Trail from Sherburne Pass and 
(2) we have adopted the Canty Trail up 
Blue Ridge Mountain. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 


LAST CHANCE TO USE OUR 
SECTION’S KIRK MATCHING FUNDS 
FOR LONG TRAIL PROTECTION 

The KS will give the GMC our remaining 
Dorothy Kirk bequest on 1 June. Until 
then, the Section adds $1 in Kirk funds 
to every $2 donated to the LT Protection 
Fund. Send to Treasurer Wally Rogers. 
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PINE BROOK TRAIL, ROCHESTER - HANCOCK 

3 February 1990 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

February did have a few proper winter 
days, and four of us took advantage of 
one of them to make a nice 4.3 mile cir- 
cuit in snowy woodlands. Our starting 
point was the last house on the Bingo 
Road, which keeps going straight in the 
hamlet of Robinson where Route 73 turns 
sharp left to head up Brandon Gap. 

Crossing Bingo Brook — BINGO, you 
got it: yes, the area is called Bingo; 
there’s a Bingo School and a Bingo 
Cemetery too — on. an unplowed public 
road, we quickly left the improved road, 
which doglegged back to a camp, and 
slabbed along easterly on the old road. 
Next, a sharp left turn in National 
Forest land sent us steep uphill and oc- 
casioned some binding-tightening among 
the snowshoers while the two skiers her- 
ringboned up. After following Pine 
Brook uphill for some distance and 
crossing several gigantic waterbars, we 
turned left at a clearing and began a 
series of tricky, unbridged brook cross- 
ings. Although the Forest Service ad- 
vertises this trail as a ski touring 
trail and has marked it well with blue 
lozenges, its bridging leaves something 
to be desired. Some of us thought that 
something was dry feet. One snowshoer 
decided to turn around and meet the rest 
back at Bingo Brook. 

Crossing Pine Brook on a bridge (the 
only one, and very necessary this time 
of year), we soon came to a clearing 
below an old foundation. We had climbed 
400 feet from Bingo Brook. Maps from 
the last century show houses even higher 
up than this 1600 foot elevation. 

Following a broad, well-graded Forest 
Service road, we soon came to some areas 
of experimental forestry that afforded a 
view west toward Romance Mountain, good 
views to something that looked like Pico 
in the south, but probably wasn’t, and a 
place for a quick lunch. Not far from 
there, Jerry Parker pointed out old 
moose tracks. Soon, with the two skiers 
gliding along comfortably and Jerry 
doing a snowshoe sprint, we returned to 
the Bingo Brook valley and entered 
another good Forest Service road. This, 
the Bingo Brook Road, dead-ends several 
miles west up toward Romance Gap. Ve 
followed it east dowhnill to the car. 


BALD MOUNTAIN WITHOUT BERNIE 

11 February 1990 

by Sue Thomas, Substitute Leader 

Since Bernie Donahue was still 
recuperating from an accident, we headed 
up Bald Mountain in Mendon without him. 
I climb the mountain often in the summer 
and fall, but this was the first time 
I’d done it in winter. It was well 
worth it, too, because in winter it 
seems like a completely different place. 
I usually run up and down pretty quickly 
in the summer, trying to make the whole 
loop between the time I get off work and 
sundown. In winter, however, views that 
are obscured by summer leaves tempt you 
to stop more often, as do animal tracks 
in the snow and that fact tht most of us 
move a little more slowly in February. 

We enjoyed lunch with a view over- 
looking Rutland, then when the rocks we 
sat on began to seem a bit cold we went 
on to the airport lookout and completed 
the loop. 


Everyone wishes Bernie a speedy 
recovery -- hope to see him back on the 



SLEDDING PARTY 

17 February 1990 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 


Ira warned us. And if that wasn’t 

enough proof, the fact that we could 
hardly stand on the thick, icy crust 
should have indicated that sliding was 
hazardous. But seven of us assembled in 
Ira Hawley’s field just the same, 
prepared to make the most of it. (cont.) 
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SLEDDING PARTY (cont. from p. 3) 

Almost the first thing that happened 
was that Emma Hughes fell off her sled 
and hurt her ankle. Ve learned later 
that she had broken it! She will be in 
a cast until about the end of March. 
The rest of us slid for a while and then 
headed back for hot chocolate and 
cookies . 

Ira had built a fire in one of his 
outbuildings -- for this occasion known 
as the "warming hut" — where we enjoyed 
the warmth and refreshment. Here we 
were joined by three other club members 
who dropped in to say "hi." 

We all felt badly about Emma’s acci- 
dent and wish her a problem-free 
recovery. And many thanks to Ira and 
Irene for their generous hospitality. 


GLEN DAM, RUTLAND 

25 February 1 990 

by W. Churchill Scott, Leader 

On a cold and wintry February day a 
small group took the annual winter walk 
to Glen Dam. 

There were the usual tales of how the 
northern slope of the area was bare with 
sand banks and enjoyable swimming. 

On the way back we took a short trip 
to view a section of the original 
penstock which the 1947 flood had 
destroyed and thrown into the middle of 
the woods. Virginia, who lived nearby 
at that time, told about the pipes 
floating around like matchsticks. 

Back at the house the pot was hot and 
we all enjoyed our lunch as we sat 
around to talk about many things. 

It was very good to see Bernie 
Donahue with us again and to see Al’s 
hands finally warm up from the bitter 
wind. 


MERCK FOREST WINTER WEEKEND, RUPERT 

3-4 March 1990 
Sue Thomas, Leader 

Reports out of the murk of Merck sug- 
gest that most had a good time, except 
for Mara Carey, scalded by an overturn- 
ing pot. At least before that happened, 
there were nine overnighters and three 
day hikers. Mara has recovered well. 


SUGAR ON SNOW 

1 1 March 1 990 
by Sue Carey, Leader 

The annual sugar on snow party was 
held at the Unitarian Church and was at- 
tended by 32 people. We dined on the 
traditional feast of maple syrup on 
snow, pickes (to take away the sweet- 
ness) and donuts. 

Jerry Parker provided the afternoon 
entertainment with a videotape of 
various Killington Section outings. We 
were able to relive several hikes and a 
canoe trip. Jerry captured on film dif- 
ferent styles for crossing logs that had 
fallen across the trail. Also, he re- 
corded different techniques for starting 
and putting out campfires. The scenes 
were very nice and we all enjoyed the 
tape . 

Thanks go to Jack and Janet Martin 
for preparing the syrup and Jerry Parker 
for sharing his video. 
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SUNRISE SHELTER, CHITTENDEN 

17 March 1990 

by Roma Pulling, Leader 

March 17 is memorable as the day when 
we honor the patron saint of Ireland and 
this year as the day we led a hike to 
Sunrise Shelter and one other thing. It 
was the day a fellow named Sean Allain 
reportedly murdered two people in 
Bondville. This wouldn't be worth men- 
tioning here if it weren’t for the fact 
that we drove past the spot where Allain 
was apprehended a short time later and 
while the badly battered car was still 
being guarded by the state police, for- 
tunaately we didn’t know what we had 
seen until the next day. 

Six people besides my husband and me 
turned out for this hike, which wasn’t 
bad for a showery day. But the luck of 
the Irish must have been with us, even 
though there probably wasn’t a drop of 
Irish blood in the group, because 
despite the fact it rained before we met 
and on our way home , we had no rain 
during the hike. The sun even came out 
for a while. 

After an easy mile-long walk to the 
shelter, we lunched there and returned 
over a trail that was muddy and icy in 
spots. We noted that it needs blazing. 
And yes, we did celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day. A hiker well-known for her deli- 
cious home-baked cookies brought sham- 
rock cookies for this occasion. 

Sunrise Shelter was constructed in 
1964 by the Long Trail Patrol using 
funds contributed by Mortimer Proctor. 
It replaced the old Sunrise Camp, one of 
only a few steel structures on the 
Trail, built in 1925. 


BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN 

25 March 1 990 

by Stephen Pulling, Leader 

Our illustrious outings committee 
picked yet another perfect day for 
hiking. Clear, sunny skies and tempera- 
tures around 45 °F at the base of the 
mountain and 35° at the summit made for 
a nice early spring hike. Knowing what 
to wear for a coat is always a guessing 
game this time of year especially when 
climbing a mountain. Wearing a light 
layer and carrying a couple of extra 


layers on your pack is the only answer 
for this type of hike. 

Eight hearty soles [or eight souls 
with sixteen soles? — Ed.] showed up for 
this moderate ascent up Blue Ridge Moun- 
tain. The lower part of the trail was 
covered with large blowdowns although 
the higher we we climbed the fewer there 
were. But the higher we climbed, the 
deeper the snow became. There was al- 
most a foot of snow at the summit. 

The views off the summit were spec- 
tacular! We could see the whole Rutland 
valley from Clarendon to Pittsford and 
as far west as the Adirondacks with a 
clear view of Bird Mountain. A beauti- 
ful view of Pico Peak with all of the 
snow-covered ski trails is unequalled 
anywhere. We could also see Killington, 
Little Killington, Mendon Mountain, 
Shrewsbury Peak, Bromley, Stratton Moun- 
tain, Magic Mountain, and Dorset Peak. 

The descent was much faster than the 
ascent because the wet, heavy snow was 
well-packed on the trail, much easier 
than breaking trail on the way up. In 
some places on the way down we could see 
skiers way off in the distance on Pico’s 
trails . 


SECOND ANNUAL JARVIS SNODGRASS MEMORIAL 
EXCURSION, HARTSB0R0 ROAD, WALLINGFORD 

1 April 1990 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

A good crowd assembled at Main Street 
Park, doubtless drawn by the grandilo- 
quence of this excursion’s name and the 
vernal auspiciousness of its date. 

Under not altogether promising skies, 
we drove to Wallingford Gulf and headed 
west on foot to Hartsboro. That 

vicinity’s only previously known connec- 
tion with this hike’s namesake was the 
presence of feral onions around the 
damper parts of some of the abandoned 
farmsteads there. The Careys were 
really stretching it, some thought, to 
merge this excursion with the Snodgrass 
moniker. Little did those critics know! 

The mystery cleared only when we came 
to an old cellarhole marked with a stone 
on which an inscription read: 

DISCOVERY OF FEBRUARY 29TH 
In this house, in the year 1816, February 
29th was discoverd by Abigail Wood in a 
pile of old newspapers. 

(cont. on p. 6) 
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SNODGRASS (cont. from p. 5) 

APRIL FOOL! Now for the real story: 

Maybe it was the zany date, maybe it 
was the promise of an easy mystery hike, 
or maybe it was the relatively balmy 
weather — something brought out a big 
crowd just like last year. After two 
mysterious regroupings, we left our cars 
at the entrance to White Rocks and 
headed secretively southwest. 

When we left the Forest Service road 
and headed up the abandoned Hartsboro 
Road, some of us decided the Careys’ 
destination was the White Rocks ice 
caves. As Rob was mum about the goal, 
Mara very mum, and Seth even mummer, 
nobody was sure, though. We navigated 
(many places were wet) the road in 
suspense. The small fry, and one small 
dog, were indeed occasionally suspended 
over the wettest places and generally 
stayed in good humor. Our smallest fry, 
Hannah Ruth Ogden , age iVi months , was 
permanently suspended in a pack and 
stayed in very good humor on her first 
Killington Section hike. 

Eventually we passsed the blue-blazed 
trail to the ice beds and realized that 
was not our destination. After a tricky 
brook crossing, some began to feel un- 
easy about having to return the way we 
came. Only then was the mystery solved: 
the Careys had secretly spotted a truck 
at the last house off the Hartsboro Road 
with just enough space to take all the 
drivers back to the start. 


ANNUAL KILLINGTON SECTION MEETING 

7 April 1990, Unitarian Church 

from minutes by Wally Rogers, Secretary 

The meeting began with a potluck sup- 
per attended by 34 members and guests. 

President Rob Carey called the meet- 
ing to order at 6:45 p.m. The minutes 
and financial reports by Secretary- 
Treasurer Rogers were approved. 

Trails and Shelters Chair Steve Pull- 
ing reported that the Section has 22 
miles of Long Trail and 6 shelters to 
care for from Vt. 140 to U.S. 4. 
Projects completed in 1989 were listed, 
including several relocations of trail 
and construction of stiles by Jerry 
Parker. 1990 projects include relocat- 
ing an outhouse at Clarendon Shelter, 
two walk-through hikes, a bridge to 


build near Gov. Clement Shelter, trail 
work south of Pico Camp, work on Pico 
Camp, work on the newly adopted Canty 
Trail up Blue Ridge Mountain, and a pos- 
sible bridge over Sargent Brook between 
the Upper and Lower Cold River Roads. 
Shelter adopters are needed. The 
relocation south of Vt. 140 needs to be 
decided on [see article elsewhere] and 
the LT north of 140 adjusted to fit. 

For the Outings Committee, Sue Carey 
reported on many successful hikes. 

Smoke & Blazes Editor Herb Ogden 
reported that ‘the newsletter will use 
white recycled paper in the future. He 
asked for comments on letters to the 
editor, reprints of historical articles, 
and inclusion of information sent by the 
main club. 

Green Mt. Club Director Ray Catozzi 
reported on main club activities. The 
Long Trail Protection Fund is doing well 
in raising money to buy and protect 67 
miles of LT presently privately owned in 
northern Vermont. The Intersectional 
campout will begin August 18 at Camp 
Thorpe in Goshen. Many hikes and eve- 
ning activities are planned, in which 
the Killington Section is very involved. 

Rob Carey made a brief President’s 
Report. The need to change dues was 
discussed. [See report on Section 
Directors' Meeting elsewhere.] A motion 
was made to approve increasing the fee 
for KS life membership to $200 effective 
immediately. It was mentioned that a 
delay would be appropriate to allow mem- 
bers to join at the present lower rate, 
but also that the KS would lose money on 
each such member. The motion passed. 

Directors Linda Pellerin, Bernie 
Donahue and Wally Rogers had reached the 
end of their terms. They were elected 
to new three-year terms. 

The Directors met and elected Rob 
Carey president, Steve Pulling vice- 
president, Wally Rogers secretary and 
treasurer. Sue Thomas and Sue Carey Out- 
ings Committee co-chairs, Steve Pulling 
Trails and Shelters chair. Herb Ogden, 
Jr. Smoke & Blazes editor and main club 
director, and Ray Catozzi alternate main 
club director. A Publicity chair was 
not selected; volunteers are welcomed 
and should contact an officer. The 
Directors decided to donate the balance 
of our Long Trail Protection Fund match- 
ing money to the main club as of 1 June. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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TALC MINE RAILROAD, ROCHESTER 

22 April 1990 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

This was billed as a "railroad bed 
mystery hike." Once we parked our cars 
near the Rogers Brook bridge on Route 
100 south of Talcville and almost im- 
mediately began a steep climb up a 
woodroad, obviously no railbed, some may 
have thought it was a mystery how I 
could have ever called this hike what I 
did. So I had to break the secret: this 
railroad never did reach the valley 
floor. Instead, it brought talc ore 
from the mines (mostly north of the 
Bethel Mountain Road) down over five 
switchbacks to a transfer point at the 
1140’ elevation on the west side of 
Rogers Peak halfway between Emerson and 
Talcville. There, the ore was loaded 
into the little cars of a funicular that 
brought it down about 300’ in about 
800’, mostly at about a 45° angle. The 
ore was processed at a mill which stood 
in the field between the Rogers Brook 
bridge and the foot of the funicular. It 
was then loaded onto railroad cars again 
and shipped out via the White River Val- 
ley Railroad. This railroad had a 
double track siding running from near 
its Rogers Brook bridge southeasterly 
across the field, toward a boxy house 
with an overhanging roof, which used to 
be the talc company's office. On it, 
six to eight talc cars could be loaded. 
The talc company was owned by two Bos- 
tonians who sold it in the mid-1920s to 
a company which owned mines in East 
Granville and was trying to get a talc 
monopoly. That company favored the East 
Granville mines over its newly-acquired 
Rochester mines even though the product 
was not the same and some customers did 
not like it. The Rochester mines closed 
in 1927, the year of the great flood. 
All the above information is courtesy of 
the gentleman who lives just north of 
the Rogers Brook bridge and kindly let 
us park next to his barn. 

The White River Valley Railroad, the 
talc mine railroad's link to the out- 
side, opened around 1900. Its track 
from Bethel to Rochester was so crooked 
that it was called the "Peavine." The 
1 927 flood shut down the White River 
R.R., which had some seven bridges over 
its namesake. After some time the White 
River Valley R.R. was rebuilt with state 


aid, but it did not survive the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. 

After the steep climb up the 
woodroad, we welcomed the easy grade of 
the old railroad, climbing eastward high 
above Rogers Brook. Where the woodroad 
joined the talc mine railbed, a pile of 
railroad spikes and a few tie plates 
showed what used to be. No rails 
remain, but, farther up, one can still 
see indentations where the ties were. 

Shortcutting the first switchback, we 
came out at the second. We crossed 
several little brooks, some of which 
still ran through old railroad culverts. 
At one crossing, we found a square 
catchbasin which might have been used to 
water the locomotives. We then entered 
a sort of plateau and stopped at the 
third switchback. Beyond it, the 
railbed is full of scrub and blowdowns 
until one reaches the fourth switchback. 
From there, it is good going over em- 
bankments and through cuts to the Bethel 
Mountain Road. Most of the mines are on 
overgrown spurs north of the Bethel 
Mountain Road. Maybe we’ll visit them 
another year . 

After some frog eggs were collected 
for Heather Moore, our youngest hiker, 
we lunched in the warm sun, with a view 
of Corporation Mountain in Chittenden. 
On the way down, we also saw Philadel- 
phia Peak and possibly Burnt Rock Moun- 
tain, over which the Long Trail runs. 

Partway down, ten of the thirteen 
hikers explored a very overgrown spur 
track which must have crossed Rogers 
Brook on a long-vanished trestle. It 
ended at a large mineshaft shown on both 
the 1915 and 1970 U.S.G.S. quadrangles. 
Apparently a short horizontal shaft 
joined a longer vertical shaft. There 
was ice in both, and neither seemed 
suitable for exploration. Nearby, we 
found talc ore, very pleasing to touch, 
and concentrated on that instead. 

While most of the group waited at the 
woodroad junction, I took a contingent 
farther down the railbed to the top sta- 
tion of the funicular. On the way, 
Jerry Parker pointed out old moose drop- 
pings. All that remains of the 
funicular are two concrete piers, some 
thick steel cable which probably went 
around a bull wheel at the top, an in- 
clined plane wide enough for the double 
track of the funicular, and some scraps 
of metal . 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, 
dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; dif- 
ficulty indicates climb, footing, etc. For more information about a trip, call your 
trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with 
someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 


DESTINATION OR EVENT 

LEADER 


6 May 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

WORK PARTY. We need extra hands to 
build a bridge on the Long Trail in 
Shrewsbury. Engineering degree not 
required. 

Steve Pulling 

775-3361 

13 May 
(Sun. ) 

4:00 

p .m. 

CEDAR SWAMP, Rutland. 2 mi. easy. 

Wear waterproof footgear, bring supper. 

Ira Hawley 

775-4149 

20 May 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

GROUT POND, Stratton. Easy hiking with 
as much or little mileage as you want. 
Picnic area, cellarholes, sawmill site. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

26 May 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

2 l • m • 

WALK-THRU SOUTH. Help clear brush and 
do spring maintenance on the Long Trail, 
Vt. 140 to Gov. Clement. Tools provided 

Steve Pulling 

775-3361 

26 May 
( Sat . ) 

all day 

Main GREEN MT. CLUB ANNUAL MEETING. 
See Long Trail News for information. 

GMC Office 

223-3463 

3 June 
(Sun. ) 

8:30 

2. • m • 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL, River Rd. in Sher- 
burne to Chatauguay in Bridgewater. 

7 mi. moderate. 

Roma & A1 
Pulling 

773-6997 

9 June 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

WALK-THRU NORTH. Help clear brush and 
do spring maintenance on the Long Trail, 
Gov. Clement to U.S. 4. Tools provided. 

Steve Pulling 

775-3361 

1 6 June 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

OKEMO MT., Ludlow. From Healdville, 
Mt. Holly. 6 mi. difficult. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

23 June 
(Sat . ) 

8:30 

SL • ID • 

TACONIC CREST TRAIL, Petersburg Pass to 
N. Pownal. 8 mi. moderate. Come enjoy 
the wildf lowers. June Pinks should be 
spectacular. Visit the Snow Hole, too. 

Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

1 July 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

BOILING SPRING, Chittenden. 5 mi. 
moderate. Churning pool; interesting 
natural phenomenon. 

W. C. Scott 

775-1494 

8 July 
(Sun. ) 

1 :00 

p .m. 

MYSTERY HIKE, Shrewsbury. 2 mi. easy. 

Jerry Parker 

775-6208 

14 July 
(Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

LITTLE ROCK POND, Mt . Tabor. 5 mi. 
moderate. Up Homer Stone Brook Trail 
from South Wallingford. Beautiful spot, 
swimming. 

Rob & Sue 
Carey 

446-2830 

22 July 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

MT. EQUINOX, Manchester. 7 mi. 
difficult. Up Burr & Burton Trail, 
down Bear town Gap Trail. 

Herb Ogden 

(H) 775-1350 
(W) 775-3368 

28 July 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. 

WORK PARTY, Sherburne. Pico Camp needs 
help. We need you. 

Steve Pulling 

775-3361 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike 
Rob Carey, President, RFD 1 , Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 
Steve Pulling, Vice-President, RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 


leaders or 

446-2830 

775-3361 

468-3210 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

PEDOMETER VERSUS GUIDEBOOK 

I would like to make a couple of com- 
ments (constructive, I hope) to you as 
editor concerning items appearing in 
recent issues of Smoke & Blazes . 

The first concerns the membership ap- 
plication form. In the January, 1990, 
issue, the form is printed on the last 
page. This puts it on the reverse side 
of the paper from the schedule. Thus if 
you use the form to renew your member- 
ship, you lose half the schedule. If you 
retain the schedule, the printing of the 
form is a waste of space. 

The second item concerns the continual 
mention of pedometers in the trip 
writeups and the implication that since 
pedometer readings do not agree with 
listed trail mileages, the listed 
mileages are incorrect. 

However, listed trail mileages are 
usually established by a measuring wheel 
which someone has laboriously pushed the 
entire length of the trail. Despite 
rocks, roots, etc., I have found measur- 
ing wheel readings to be very accurate 
when compared with distances established 
by surveyors with chains. 

The problem is not with the . . . listed 
mileages, but with the pedometer. What 
is not obvious is that a pedometer does 
not measure distance, it counts steps. 
However, since no one would buy a device 
that reported how many steps one took, a 
pedometer requires one to input a conver- 
sion factor (length of pace) and the 
pedometer then displays an output in 
"distance" (miles). 

The pedometer is accurate in its 
counting of steps, but the problem occurs 
in the conversion to miles. Normally, 
the owner measures his pace and sets that 
into the pedometer. If he then walks 
around the neighborhood on nice roads to 
compare the setting to a known or 
measurable distance all seems to be well. 
But when you enter the woods, a problem 
occurs. Namely, one’s pace changes. 

If you think about it, in our New 
England woods, the steeper the trail be- 
comes the more rocks, roots, and other 
obstacles are encountered. Even a smooth 
uphill trail requires closer steps. Many 
times on a rough footway several steps 
may be required to advance one normal 
pace . 

The pedometer faithfully counts each 


of these extra steps and multiplies them 
by the preset (but now inaccurate) con- 
version factor and displays an output 
that says it is distance. But since the 
conversion factor has become inaccurate, 
so has the output . The incorrect output 
does, however, match out normal feeling 
that steep hills are endless. 

So please stop trying to tell all that 
trail mileages are inaccurate because 
pedometers say so. 

For my pace, I find a watch to be a 
better indicator of progress allowing an 
hour for every two miles and an added 
hour for every 1000 geet of elevation 
gain. Of course this has to be adjusted 
for roughness of footway, pack load, 
weather, and general condition. 

David G. Barber 
Hopedale MA 

ADD RECOGNITION 

I would like to make a suggestion to 
you, as Editor of S&B , to further our 
cause of publicity for the Killington 
Section, G.M.C. 

At the bottom of our hike schedule are 
listed the officers of the Section and 
their addresses and phone numbers, for 
those interested in inquiring about more 
hike and/or Club information. 

The section’s director is just as much 
an officer as are the President, Vice 
President, and Secretary-Treasurer, not 
because I 'm the director, but because the 
director is bound, I think, to also have 
pertinent information to impart to new 
hikers and potential club members. 

And, even though he holds no office at 
the present time, his longevity with the 
club and all the work he has done for the 
club and the public in general would seem 
to me to be sufficient reason to add to 
that list, also, the name of W. Churchill 

Scott I will leave it to your ex- 

amplary editorial skills to come up with 
a suitable title for him (ex-officio ... 
perhaps? ) . 

Ray Catozzi 
Rutland VT 

THANKS 

Thank you for the cards and gifts I 
received after my recent injury. 

Emma Hughes 
Rutland VT 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, 
APPLICATION FOR 


GREEN MT. CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. 
I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and social 
events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, 
and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Kil- 
lington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 


Adult 

$14.00 



Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 


Junior (under 18) 

2.50 



Family Junior 

1.00 



Senior (over 65) 

7.00 



Life 

200.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like 

to make 

a tax-deductible contribution of $ 

to the Kirk 

Trails and Shelters 

Fund . 




*If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of joining is 
on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first part of the year, 
subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month number; Spouse - 0.50 times 
month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 
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BEAR MOUNTAIN, CLARENDON 

29 April 1990 

by Jerry Parker, Leader 

Six hikers arrived at the Spencer 
farm in Clarendon at 9:35. It was a 
perfect hiking day, cool and windy. 
Rain was forecasted but never came. 

We started up a farm road and along a 
cornfield, then entered the woods. Ve 
followed a snowmobile trail. Ray 
pointed out several wildf lowers. One 
hiker wondered if there were any leeks 
so she could make some soup. The wind 
worked to our advantage, keeping our 
noise down. I stopped to point out a 
turkey that flew up at less than 25 
feet. I checked for a nest but found 
none. Sue and I watched the others dig 
leeks . 

Sometimes it pays to be up front. 
Sue and I got a fleeting glimpse of a 
deer and then saw a pileated woodpecker. 

Bear Mountain seemed a lot steeper 
walking than by snowmobile. The one 
steep spot mentioned in the schedule was 
more straight up, but we took it easy 
and everyone kept their nasty remarks to 
themselves. We stopped and ate lunch 
and contineud to the top. 

As we continued, we came to a beaver 
dam. Bernie suggested walking around 
it. On the south side of the pond we 
saw about 15 pair of newts (salamanders) 
mating. Newts lay their eggs in water. 
They look like polliwogs when they 
hatch, then transform themselves into 
efts and live on land for 2Vt to 3 Vi 
years. (That would explain so many on 
our hikes.) They then return to water 
as adults and never leave the water. 

We continued on a logging road until 
we came to the Long Trail and stopped at 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter. Ray filled a 
bag with garbage and Sue swept out the 
shelter. We hiked back to the power 
lines. The view was beautiful from this 
point . 


When we got back to the farm I had a 
surprise for everyone. We toured Herb 
Spencer’s Antique Car Museum, about 12 
cars ranging from a Model A to a 1965 
Mustang Convertible. Some of the group 
remembered when they or their parents 
owned cars like those. Most of the cars 
were built before Sue and I were born. 

Since the hike, the State has 
picked this farm as a possible site for 
the future Rutland Solid Waste District 
Landfill . 


BRIDGE BUILDING, SHREWSBURY 
6 May 1990 

by Stephen Pulling, Leader 

For you people who can’t remember 
what the old bridge just south of Gover- 
nor Clement Shelter looked like, you’re 
lucky, but let me refresh your memory. 
It was a makeshift affair built by Dad 
and me. We cut a couple of hemlocks 
down and laid pallets across the top for 
decking. We figured it would last for a 
year until we got time to build a new 
bridge. Well, five years later we 
finally got it together and built a real 
bridge . 

My special thanks again go to Jerry 
Parker, who engineered the project. 
Without Jerry’s guidance we wouldn’t 
have gotten the professional looking job 
we did. Thanks to Jerry we now have a 
sturdy, massive treated bridge with 
handrails, supported by three steel 
I-beams. This bridge had better last 
longer than five years! 

Participating in this project were 
section members Jerry "Project Engineer" 
Parker, A1 Pulling, Churchill Scott, and 
myself, and non-members Jim and Matt 
Dans and Matt Pitts. The last two names 
listed are members of Scout Troop 105 of 
Rutland, who were working to achieve 
service hours for their next rank. 
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CEDAR SWAMP WASHOUT 

13 May 1990 

by Ira Hawley, Leader 

We didn’t go — we got (washed) out. 
Four people were thinking positively in 
the morning, to the point of inquiring 
by phone. I was there at the appointed 
meeting place and time and had no dif- 
ficulty finding parking space to await 
arrivals. I knew that (even) those 
(regular) dedicated hikers were (also) 
sensible people about starting a hike in 
the rain. I did not need to put my car 
through the car wash that day. I hope 
all MOMS enjoyed Mothers Day despite the 
weather . 


GROUT POND, STRATTON 

20 May 1990 

by Sue Thomas , Leader 

It was a bit of a challenge on 20 May 
to tell which was the pond and which was 
the trail. Our rainfall that month ex- 
ceeded the yearly maximum for some west- 
ern states, and almost all of it was 
sitting on the trails at Grout Pond. 
Hip waders were the proper attire for 
the hike but none of us had the 
foresight to bring any, so we waded 
along in our usual footgear, which may 
possible never dry out. 

Just to be absolutely sure that we 
were wet enough, it began to rain 
shortly after we arrived. We put on an 
assortment of ponchos and the ever 
popular garbage bag, but, bombarded with 
water from above and below, I think we 
were all equally waterlogged by the time 
we stopped for lunch at a leanto over- 
looking the pond. It really is a 
beautiful sight. We saw a heron and 
lots of moose signs — no actual moose; 
they all had the brains to stay home and 
read a good book on such a day! We 
retreated to Friendly’s for hot soup in- 
stead. Maybe we’ll try it again some- 
time and hope for better weather. 


DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&BS? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to our section. 


SPRING WALK-THROUGHS SOUTH AND NORTH 

26 May and 9 June 1990 
by Stephen Pulling, Leader 

Normally I write a report on each 
segment of our spring walk-through but 
this year it will be condensed into one 
report . 

The lack of Killington Section par- 
ticipation in this year’s walk-throughs 
prompts me to copy a paragraph from the 
book Green Mountain Adventure : Vermont ’ s 
Long Trail : 

The Long Trail continues to delight 
hikers who love the woods, streams 
and mountain peaks of Vermont, and 
the Green Mountain Club will see that 
this unique resource will remain, as 
it has from its beginning, "a Foot- 
path in the Wilderness." 

If it weren’t for some very dedicated 
section members our trail still wouldn’t 
be open. I don’t think anyone can say 
they really enjoyu cutting and hauling 
trees and brush off the trail but it is 
one of those dirty jobs that has to be 
done. I am one of those trail workers 
that doesn’t really enjoy it, but I do 
like to hike on cleared trails so I feel 
I’m paying my dues by participating in 
work parties. 

Enough bitching! I would like to 
thank Ira Hawley and Ray Catozzi for 
doing way, way more than their share of 
work again this year, Roma and A1 Pull- 
ing and Jerry Parker for participating 
in both walk-throughs, and Wally Rogers 
for his much-needed help on Pico and 
Killington Mountains. 

The next work party is 28 July at 
Pico Camp. The place needs lots of 

T.L.C. so I hope to see you there. 
Remember, many hands make light work! 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB ANNUAL MEETING 

26 May 1990 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Director 

I was the only Killington Section 
member I saw at the main club’s annual 
meeting, so I don’t know what excuses 
the remaining approximately 120 of you 
had for not helping out at the walk- 
through held the same day. 

About seventy people attended the 
general membership meeting on Saturday 
morning, including five staff. From 
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reading the handouts, I was amazed to 
see that the Killington Section had 152 
voting members and 161 members total, 
more than I could remember for many 
years. GMC total voting membership was 
shown as 5,531 and total membership as 
5,534, of whom 2,790 and 2,979 respec- 
tively were at-large. In voting member- 
ship, the fourteen sections in order of 
size were Burlington (475), New York 
(382), Ottauquechee (239), Montpelier 
(240), Worcester (168), Killington 
(152), Connecticut (145), Bennington 
(128), Bread Loaf (124), Brattleboro 
(128), Pioneer Valley (92), Manchester 
(72), Laraway (60), and Sterling (58). 
Using these statistics, our section has 
a little under 3% of the voting member- 
rship . 

The formula for allotting section 
directors is one director per hundred 
voting section members, rounded to the 
nearest hundred. Because we were shown 
with over 150 voting members, we were 
supposedly entitled to two directors 
rather than the one elected at our own 
Annual Meeting, , namely me. Neverthe- 
less, my familiarity with our mailing 
list made me sure the GMC’s figures (for 
us, anyway) were too high, and I reluc- 
tantly told the meeting that we were en- 
titled to only one director. Perhaps 
the error crept in because different 
sections have different membership years 
and the GMC office may be misled into 
counting lapsed members from a past year 
in the current year’s total. 

The morning mewmbership meeting in- 
cluded these items of special interest 
to our section: The U. S. Forest Serv- 
ice plans to "rehabilitate" the Long 
Trail from Sherburne Pass to Lincoln 
Gap. Purchases around Deer Leap may be 
in the offing and might allow us to sub- 
stitute an easterly approach to the peak 
for the present dangerous southern one. 
South of Wallingford Gulf, Route B has 
been chosen for the LT/AT relocation. 
This was the Forest Service’s proposal. 
The main Club wants to improve coordina- 
tion of signage. Finally, the Vermont 
Dept, of Forests, Parks & Recreation, 
under Paul Hannon, is willing to help 
Killington, Ltd. grow if it doesn’t step 
on our toes in the process. He may not 
outlast the change of administration in 
January, 1991, however. 

The afternoon Directors Meeting 


produced one large item of local con- 
cern. Killington, Ltd. mediation 
regarding an Environmental Impact State- 
ment was to begin 6 June. The Kil- 
lington Section should probably step up 
its maintenance to forestall any claim 
by Killington, Ltd. that the Long Trail 
is unimportant because it is not well- 
maintained, even though the Montpelier 
office has had no complaints from Kil- 
lington, Ltd. regarding the Killington 
Section yet. The main Club would prefer 
not to add a chair to the talks for our 
Section but will keep us posted on the 
talks and seek our advice. (It did.) 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL, SHERBURNE EAST 

3 June 1990 

Roma & A1 Pulling, Leaders 
Herb Ogden, Jr., Loser of Report 

Doggone it, I know Roma gave me the 
report, but I’ve searched the files 
several times and can’t find it. So 
I’ll have to go from memory and relay 
that the hike was a succcess but the 
party never did reach the Chateauguay 
Road over the relocation. 



Smoke St Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Sue Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Sc 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Article Solicitor 
Production and 
Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 4 OCTOBER 1990 PLEASE!!! 
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OKEMO MOUNTAIN 

16 June 1990 

by Sue Thomas, Leader 

I’ve found that although we’re a club 
full of rugged, outdoorsy folk, it’s 
usually best not to mention the fact 
that our destination could be reached by 
car until everyone has hiked up there. 
That way mutiny is avoided and the hike 
leader has an actual hike to write about 
for the newletter. We had a hot and 
sticky day for our Okemo hike, and long- 
ing glances were cast at the cars parked 
at the top, byt by then of course it was 
too late and I had them committed to 
hiking all the way. 

If you can disregard the ski tows 
(the chair lift makes a dandy seat for 
lunch), the top of Okemo is well worth 
the climb. Views from all sides are 
spectacular, especially from the top of 
the old firetower. They’ve enclosed it 
with chicken wire and removed the bottom 
steps to keep people off, so of course 
we law-abiding hikers wouldn’t think of 
climbing it . . . er, anyway, the view 
is spectacular! 

The trail is very overgrown, ob- 
viously hasn’t been used recently, so I 
was very glad I’d done something un- 
characteristic and scouted it out the 
week before. Should I say I’m turning 
over a new leaf and will never lead the 
club somewhere I’ve never been? Did I 
tell you the one about the fire tower 
. . .? 


TACONIC CREST TRAIL 

23 June 1990 

by Ray Catozzi, Leader 

We should have been prudent enough to 
cancel this hike down in Massachusetts - 
New York - Vermont border country, with 
the forecast for thundershowers over 
northern New England that day. But 
eight of us were adventuresome enough to 
ignore the forecast and hope for the 
best, so off we went to Petersburg Pass 
on Massachusetts Route 2. 

The best was a dry drive on Route 7 
(except for one short hard warning 
shower), then arriving at our starting 
point with the weather dry again. It 
looked like a go for the whole iVi miles 


worth, so off we went, over a well-used 
(and also motorbike-abused) trail. 

The best ended about two miles north, 
with darkening skies and thunder to the 
west. In very short order the rain was 
upon us, and soon it was pouring. Most 
of us had raingear , but even so we took 
refuge under some trees that proved to 
be more leaky than leafy. I went on 
ahead but soon came back saying the 
trail was a rushing brook and almost im- 
passable. That did it, along with the 
danger of lightning crackling around us, 
so unanimously we voted to return to our 
cars in Petersburg Pass. 

Needless to say, the rain had mostly 
stopped by the time the cars were in 
sight, but because it continued to rain 
on and off all the way home we were glad 
we had aborted this one. We’ll try 
again some other time, to view those 
mountain laurel flowering shrubs on the 
last mile north into North Pownal . 


BOILING SPRING, ALIAS MT. HANLEY 

1 July 1990 

by Walter Churchill Scott, Leader 

A day before the scheduled hike to 
Boiling Spring in Chittenden, the leader 
took a quick trip to see if it could be 
located. In 15 minutes I was soaked to 
the skin from mud, water, wet knee-high 
grass and nettles. Plus black flies and 
mosquitos. The spring was found but the 
outlet looked as if dug away, allowing 
the spring to be less than half the 
former depth. Conditions were so poor 
that on the day of the hike the group 
agreed to go to Mt. Hanley instead. 

The locked gate at the parking area 
just beyond the railroad crossing in 
West Rutland forced us to leave our cars 
on the Whipple Hollow Road. Where we 
formerly began to switch back after a 
spell of level walking, by a small 
stream, we now continued straight a 
short distance where we came to the 
cable television road. Plodding up this 
road, we had a few good views to the 
east as we went under the wires. 

When we got near the ridge we could 
see the television road switch back one 
more time and the hang glider road go 
south to the takeoff spot. 

The view was very good under the 
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FROM THE PAGES OF OLD VERMONTERS 


Below is a 1929 article printed in Vol. 34, No. 5 of The Vermonter , the privately- 
published former "State Magazine." Our copy came from V. Churchill Scott’s collec- 
tion and was selected by Ray Catozzi. Ray also found several other articles from The 
Vermonter of the 1930’s, dealing with topics like the Long Trail Lodge, an end-to-end 
in the mid-1930’s, flora and fauna along the trail, and a multi-page poem that seems 
almost as long as the entire Long Trail. 


The Long Trail Safe for Women Hikers 

By EDITH M. ESTERBROOK 


STRIKING feature of the devel' 
opment of outdoor recreation, in 
the form ot hiking and climbing 
trails, is the way women and girls 
are taking to them. It is a common 
thing nowadays to meet along the 
paths above timber line on Mount Washing- 
ton in New Hampshire or on Mansfield and 
Camel’s Hump in Vermont, groups of girls 
from some summer camp in the foothills 
who are taking a mountain hike of a few 
days or a week in the higher altitudes. 
Thie extension of the recreation service of 
these trails by the construction by private 
and public agencies of numerous shelters of 
varying degrees of comfort, even of luxury', 
relatively speaking, has brought out yearly 
more of these feminine groups to share with 
menfolk the thrill and uplift of the sky- 
line ridges. 

The Long Trail of the Green Mountain 
Club of Vermont, extending two hundred 
and fifty miles over the highest ridges of 
the state from the Massachusetts line to within 
a few miles of the Canadian border, is 
especially well suited for women’s hiking 
groups, because it is so thoroughly provided 
with conveniently placed shelters, inns and 
boarding houses, on the trail or close by it. 
More than forty shelters are directly on the 
footpath, some in the valleys, others high up 
on the ridges, above three thousand feet, 
some still higher, and on Killington and 
Mansfield, above four thousand. They are 
spaced so that hikers of every degree of 
experience and endurance and every capac- 
ity for pack weights, can find a temporary 
home in the forest or near the mountain top 
along in the afternoon about the time one 
begins to think of supper and a fire and a 
bed in the fir boughs. 

The initiation of three women into the 
joys of the Long Trail has been told with 
enthusiastic appreciation of this exceptional 
recreational feature of the Green Mountain 
State, by Miss Edith M. Esterbrook of Boston, 
a member of the board of trustees of the 
Green Mountain Club. It was a bold un- 
dertaking, she admits, to venture into the 
wilds with untried trail trampers, "but they 
were known to be good walkers, 'good sports’ 
and in good health; add to these characteris- 
tics, boundless enthusiasm, and all other 


qualities necessary can pretty safely be 
counted on.” 

"Three of us,” says Miss Esterbrook, "carried 
rucksacks and were provided with light 
weight rubberized grey mohair fishing shirts 
which go over the head and snap together 
on the under side of the arms and down 
the sides, thus making a garment much 
like a butcher’s smock, whole in front, and 
with a collar which snaps closely about the 
neck, thus keeping one absolutely dry 
from cbin to below the knee. This with a 
duxbak hat afforded complete protection 
against rain. The fourth member used a 
canvas coat with ample pockets which ac- 
commodated a large part of her effects so 
that her pack was a small one.” 

The party started at the Massachusetts- 
Vermont line, spent the first night in 
Bennington, and the second on the Trail at 
Hell Hollow Camp. "After a refreshing dip 
in two fine pools in the stream below, we 
ate our supper on the piazza, looking at the 
sunset-sky back of the Bald Mountain, and 
having at one side a vista through a notch, 
while the ovenbird sang his flight song very 
close to us and the hermit and Wilson thrusn 
added their beautiful melodies to the wood- 
land choir.” 

Next morning, the trail led up Hell Hollow 
Brook, to Little Pond, where "two great 
blue herons flapped silently away at our ap- 
proach and left the spot entirely to us. We 
took our way across a 'beach’ of sawdust 
left by some bygone sajvmill, and up through 
deep woods, over the mountain to camp 11. 

We saw several spikes of the lovely white 
orchis, Habenaria ailatata, frequently found 
on boggy parts of the Trail. 

Toward the end of the day we emerged 
at Somerset Bridge, a wild little glen, with 
its encircling hills; just one house visible 
around a corner. 

There were three families in Somerset, six 
voters, and we were fortunate in being enter- 
tained by one of them. Our host and 
hostess were selectman and selectwoman, 
and held other town offices besides.” 

The next day included Somerset dam, the 
second largest earth dam in the world, and 
in the evening to the Trail camp at the 
"Grout Job,” abandoned lumber settlement. 
They spent the night in a large barn, in the 
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loft, defended by a trapdoor. 

In the morning the four women climbed 
Stratton mountain, meeting all along the 
Trail anxious mother partridges with half 
grown young. Usually the parent birds 
dragged slowly along the ground, whining 
and crying, while the young flew off. 

On the way down the other side of the 
mountain, to Manchester, they passed two 
other abandoned lumber camps, the "Du- 
Fresne Job” and the "Buck Job,” and fol- 
lowed the old Rootville Road for the view 
in Downer Glen. Evening brought them 
to Manchester, after 53 miles on the Trail. 

Another trip on the long Trail related by 
Miss Estabrook covers a more northern 
section, from Emily Proctor Lodge to Camel’s 
Hump. 

Emily Proctor lodge had its usual effect, 
and all who know it will join her saying "A 
more romantic spot it would be hard to 
imagine, than this wild little glen, the New 
Haven River tumbling through it, in a 
series of beautiful falls and pools, two falls 
uniting above the camp, so that we had the 
murmur of the rushing waters in our ears 
all night as we lay snugly rolled in our 
blankets on the soft straw-strewn bunks at 
the rear of the camp.” 

"But the night was not to pass without its 
thrills, for about midnight an ominous gnaw- 
ing sound was heard, and the flash revealed 
a large fat porcupine chewing the doorstep 
where some salt had been spilled. 

A few stout blows with a stick soon put 
a quietus on Mr. Hedgepig. and the end of 
him was — that we ate him for breakfast. 
And very good he tasted after he had 


been boiled for an hour and then fried, and 
his liver resembled the nicest calf s liver.” 

Beane Farm, was another stop, for this was 
a "de luxe” tramp, the party spending 
alternate nights at farmhouses and having 
blankets ana supplies carried to the open 
camps for the other nights. 

On the last evening tney reached Camel’s 
Hump and found a hospitable caretaker, 
with stores for sale to climbers. "Next 
morning,” says the writer, "we ascended the 
Hump and in reminiscent mood I searched 
out the high ledge whence I had years before 
watched a sunrise, and there found my old 
friend, the Labrador Tea, in full bloom, 
such great fluffy white balls of pungent aro- 
matic scent that at first I didn’t recognize 
them for the flower I was seeking, which 
I had before seen only when past its glory 
and with only a few of the flowerets 
remaining on each spike.” 

Descending the Trail in the morning 
"emerging from the dim woods, at the clear- 
ing our eyes were dazzled by a radiant 
mass of color rivalling the carnation fields 
of Southern France. 

Great waves of orange hawkweed rippled 
over the hillsides, varied by masses of white 
daisies and oceans of buttercups Sometimes 
the three were blended, and sometimes two 
of them mingled their bright colors, while 
the hot sun sent waves of the fragrant heli- 
otrope-like perfume of the hawk-weed. 
It was a rare sight to look back and have in 
the foreground a round hill red and yellow 
with blossoms, and directly behind it the 
summit of the grand old mountain we had 
left.” 


MT. HANLEY (continued from p. 4) 

The view was very good tinder the overcast sky, but Black Mt. was not visible. 
After lunch we explored around a newly constructed wooden building, about 20 by 20 
feet with loft and one big southern window there. We all figured it was an overnight 
place for weekend hang gliders. At the same time a truck, men, and hang gliders ar- 
rived. 

Returning to the cars, some of the hikers made the cardinal mistake of walking a 
different path without notifying others, which resulted in one hiker having to locate 
them. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant foot- 
gear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are ap- 
proximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a 
trip, please call your trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first 
aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 

1 Aug. 
(Wed. ) 

6:00 p.m. 

1 2 Aug. 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 a.m. 

18-25 Aug. 

(Sat. - 

Sat . ) 

1 9 Aug. 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 a.m. 

20 Aug. 
(Mon. ) 

TBA 

21 Aug. 
(Tue. ) 

TBA 

22 Aug. 

TBA 

(Wed. ) 
23 Aug. 
(Thu. ) 

TBA 

24 Aug. 
(Fri.) 

TBA 

25 Aug. 
( Sat . ) 

TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


DESTINATION OR EVENT LEADER 

SUPPER HIKE. Picnic on a high overlook. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 
Bring flashlight as we may stay to enjoy 
sunset. Rain date Thursday 2 August. 

SHREVSBURY AIRPORT LOOKOUT. 4 mi. Jerry Parker 775-6208 

moderate, nice views. 

INTERSECTIONAL, Camp Thorpe, Goshen, Vt. See May 1990 
This all-GMC event includes the following. Long Trail News 

all leaving from or happening at Camp Thorpe: 

LONG TRAIL, SHERBURNE PASS TO ELBOW ROAD Herb Ogden 775-1350 
in North Sherburne. 6 mi. moderate. 

MT. INDEPENDENCE, ORVELL. Remains of fort- A1 & Roma 773-6997 
ifications, views of Fort Ticonderoga, N.Y. Pulling 
ORIENTEERING LESSON in evening. Steve Pulling 775-3361 

(Day hike is Middlebury Gap - Brandon Gap.) 

ORIENTEERING HIKE. Rob Carey 446-2830 

(Evening is square dance with Long Hill Band.) 

LT, UPPER COLD RIVER RD. TO VT. 103, W.C. Scott 775-1494 

(Evening is spaghetti supper.) 

BIRD MT., CASTLETON. 5 mi. moderate. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

(Also Mt. Horrid work party; evening auction.) 

SHERBURNE PASS - KILLINGTON - BREWERS C0RS. Steve Pulling 775-3361 
LT and Bucklin Trail. 9.2 mi., moderate. 

BRISTOL NOTCH AREA: seek out WW II plane Jerry Parker 775-6208 

wreck, moose, beaver pond. 

"HIKING IN GERMANY," evening slide show. Herb Ogden 775-1350 


1 Sep. 12:30 p.m. HUBBARDTON AREA. Explore Taconic Mts., Kit Davidson 273-2982 
(Sat.) mileage variable. Choices include waterfalls, 

ledges, marvelous views. Refreshments follow. 


8-9 Sep. 
( Sat . -Sun 

Call the 
.. ) leader 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL OVERNIGHT, Norwich to 
Happy Hill and back via side trail. 

9 mi. moderate. Call leader for time. 

Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

15 Sep. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 a.m. 

MT. ASCUTNEY : up new Weather sfield Trail, 
down Windsor Tr. 5.5 mi. difficult. 

Herb Ogden 

775-1350 

22 Sep. 
( Sat . ) 

Call the 
leader . 

CANOE TINMOUTH CHANNEL. Bring your own or 
rent through Club. Reservations required 
and deposit on rented canoes. 

Steve Pulling 

775-3361 

30 Sep. 
(Sun. ) 

9:00 a.m. 

SNAKE MT., ADDISON. 5 mi. moderate, some 
steep climb, to spectacular views west. 

Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

2 Oct. 
(Tue. ) 

7:00 p.m. 

SCHEDULING MEETING to help plan future 
outings. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland City. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

6 Oct. 1 
( Sat . ) 

0:00 a.m. 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL, SHERBURNE. Kent Pond 
to River Road. 2 mi. easy. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 


(continued on p. 8) 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB, HIKE SCHEDULE (continued) 

14 Oct. 9:00 a.m. BLACK MT., NEW YORK. 5 mi. moderate, Bernie Donahue 

(Sun.) some steep. Beautiful views of Adirondacks 773-7462 

and Lake Champlain. 


20 Oct. 12:30 p.m. ETHAN ALLEN CAVE. Explore the cave where Roma & A1 773-6997 
(Sat.) Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys Pulling 

supposedly hid from the British. One-half mi. 
easy; option to go on to Silver Lake or the 
Falls of Lana. Bring a flashlight. 


27 Oct. 9:00 a.m. BAKER PEAK, MT. TABOR. 5 mi. moderate. Rob & Sue 446-2830 
(Sat.) Excellent view over Great Valley of 

Vermont, some climbing. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike 
Rob Carey, President RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 

Steve Pulling, Vice-President RFD 3, Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas . RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 


leaders or 
446-2830 
775-3361 
468-3210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES * 

Adult $14.00 

Adult Spouse 11.00 ADDRESS: 
Junior (under 18) 2.50 

Family Junior 1.00 

Senior (over 65) 7.00 

Life 200.00 

Institutional 25.00 


NAME: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a tax-deductible contribution of $ to the Kirk 

Trails and Shelters Fund. 


*If you first joined the Killington Section during this year, the month of joining is 
on the label to the right of your name. As a credit for the first part of the year, 
subtract the following from dues: Adult - 0.75 times month number; Spouse - 0.50 
times month number; others receive no credit. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 
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FUTURE OF LONG TRAIL OVER KILLINGTON AND PICO 
IS TOPIC OF NOVEMBER MEETINGS IN RUTLAND 

KILLINGTON SECTION MEMBERS SHOULD ATTEND ON 8 AND 12 NOVEMBER 


The future of the Long Trail/Appalachian Trail from near 
Shrewsbury Peak Junction in Mendon north over Killington and 
Pico Peaks to Sherburne Pass (U.S. 4) may well be shaped by 

meetings to be held in Rutland in the next few weeks. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MEETING ON LT/AT CORRIDOR ACQUISITION 

On Thursday 8 November from 7-10 p.m. in the Ballroom of 
the Holiday Inn on Route 7 south in Rutland, the National Park 
Service (NPS) will meet with the public to receive comments on 
the NPS’s acquisition of a corridor for the Appalachian Na- 
tional Scenic Trail (here, the AT/LT) through the Killington 
and Pico Ski Areas. The Park Service wants public comment 
"concerning the level of ski area development, if any, that 
would be appropriate within and adjacent to the Appalachian 
Trail Corridor, and what mitigating measures should be included 
in that ski area development," according to the NPS’s news 
release. The NPS goes on to say that "public comment on the 
potential environmental impacts of the federal action to ac- 
quire the Appalachian Trail corridor is specifically requested. 
A presentation of preliminary alternatives developed to date 
will be made . " 

The Park Service invites individuals to sign up at the 
lobby of the Holiday Inn Ballroom "in order to present their 
views orally at the meeting. Written comments are also 

welcome." For more information, contact Pamela Underhill, Ap- 
palachian National Scenie Trail, at (304) 535-2346. 

VERMONT ACT 250 PUBLIC HEARING ON KILLINGTON-PICO PLANS 

On Monday 12 November at 7 p.m., also at the Holiday Inn on 
Route 7 south, Rutland, the District Act 250 Commission will 
hold an unusual hearing on the ski area expansion plans filed 
by Killington and Pico in connection with their proposed 
merger. This meeting is broader in scope then the NPS meeting 
in that the Act 250 permit process more clearly involves the 
impact on the whole area, not just on the trail corridor, and 
therefore includes such items as ski area parking and water 
use. At the same time, it is narrower in that the Commission 
typically does no studies of its own but instead only weighs 
whatever the parties to the permit process submit to it. 

This meeting is a rare opportunity for people who are not 
parties to participate. Parties are typically the landowners 
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involved. While the Green Mountain Club and the Appalachian 
Trail Conference anticipate being parties to the Act 250 
process on the Killington-Pico applications, neither individual 
sections of the GMC nor individual hikers will be. 

KILLINGTON SECTION STAND; MAIN CLUB POSITION 

This summer, section directors voted 7-1 to ask the GMC to 
refuse any ski area plan that essentially would relocate most 
of the LT/AT north of Pico Jet. (where the trail presently 
touches the ski trail) or have over a tenth of a mile of the 
LT/AT run under ski lifts. 

Accordingly, at the next GMC directors meeting, the Kil- 
lington Section’s director moved that the GMC ’ s negotiator be 
instructed not to sign any such agreement. Although many GMC 
directors favored our stand, the motion failed by about 15-8. 
Instead, the directors left the decision up to the president 
after consultation with a group of a half-dozen GMC members 
specifically formed to deal with the plans of Killington and 
Pico and the NPS mediation process that has continued since the 
spring. Central club director Herb Ogden, Jr., is a member, 
and former director Ray Catozzi has also attended one meeting. 
Herb has also attended two of the many NPS mediation sessions, 
assisting new GMC Executive Director Fred Preston. 

MEDIATION ENDS 

The position that the central GMC took in the mediation 
sessions must remain secret under the terms of the mediation, 
signed by all of the over 40 parties involved. Mediation has 
ceased because the mediator and the parties have concluded 
that, at least at present, they cannot come up with an agree- 
ment acceptable to trail, conservation, ski area, and other 
landowner interests. The preliminary agreement announced in 
August was as far as the process got. 

Now that mediation has ended, possibilities include hotly 
contested and costly Act 250 hearings involving not only trail 
issues but also animal habitat (especially bear in Parker’s 
Gore), ski area water taking, parking at the new base area ap- 
parently planned between Sherburne Pass and the Killington Ac- 
cess Road to serve the lifts to be built from there to near 
Pico Junction, traffic, and the economic viability of the Pico 
ski area. 

At the federal level, possibilities also include a full- 
blown Environmental Impact Study (EIS), maybe required before 
Killington-Pico can begin to build the new trails and lifts 
even if they get all the state Act 250 permits they want. The 
EIS may be required not only under an act of Congress that 
specifically addressed Killington’ s old bargain with the NPS, 
but also under general federal law requiring an EIS when a 
federal project will have substantial environmental impact. 
Here, the federal project is acquisition or nonacquisition of 
various possible corridors. Reportedly, Sen. Jeffords favors a 
less stringent Environmental Assessment (EA) involving less 
public input, and Sen. Leahy stands by the special statute re- 
quiring the broader EIS. 

YOUR ATTENDANCE IS VITAL 

Green Mountain Club President Brian Fitzgerald and Kil- 
lington Section President Rob Carey urge all Killington Section 
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members to attend both the 8 November National Park Service 
meeting and the 12 November Act 250 meeting. If you know non- 
members who are interested in the future of the Long Trail in 
this area, bring them! The ski interests are expected to be 
out in force at both meetings, saying that their plans will 
have little impact on what hikers really need, and that disap- 
poval or even delay of the ski areas’ plans means economic 
trouble not only for them but also for the region. — HGO , Jr. 


MYSTERY HIKE IN SHREWSBURY 

8 July 1990 

by Jerry Parker, Leader 

We usually have a very good turnout 
on easy Sunday afternoon hikes. This 
one was no exception, with 21 hikers. 
(Actually there were 20 on foot; Nancy’s 
ten week old baby Noah came along for 
the ride . ) 

We parked at a sandpit on the Upper 
Cold River Road and then walked back a 
short distance to an old road with stone 
walls bordered by overgrown fields and 
pastures, which was the Balch farm. 

My nieces and nephew were happy with 
all the frogs and toads we saw. We took 
a break at a spot with a 10-12 sided 
foundation. We thought it would prove 
to be a round barn. Since the hike I 
found out it was built in the late 60s 
by a girl who spent the summer there. 
This land is owned by her father. 

After that, we headed up a logging 
road to a small cellarhole. It must 
have been a very old one as it had trees 
growing in it that were at least 50 to 
75 years old. 

We then headed back to the cars, 
where I had a watermelon on ice which 
was a perfect end to the hike and en- 
joyed by all. 


DIFFERENT PATHS TO LITLE ROCK POND 

14 July 1990 

by Rob & Sue Carey, Leaders 


The road was weedy and overgrown. We 
received complaints about this from two 
hikers who were less than four feet 
tall. They solved their problem by in- 
sisting on being carried. 

We used a map so we knew which way to 
turn. The trail was not well marked and 
other roads branched off from it. We 
met the Long Trail where the Homer Stone 
Road intersects it. During the 1800s 
this road connected South Wallingford 
with East Wallingford but it has since 
been abandoned. 

We continued along the Long Trail un- 
til we got to Little Rock Pond, where we 
had lunch. After lunch Jerry Parker, 
Rob Carey and I went swimming. The 
water was so clear you could see the 
bottom clearly through eight feet of 
water . 

On the way back we descended along 
the Homer Stone Brook Trail to the 
Little Red Schoolhouse, where we had a 
truck parked. Everyone squeezed inside 
the truck and we headed back to the 
cars . 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Production and 
Distribution 


We have hiked in to Little Rock Pond 
from Forest Road 10 via the Long Trail 
and we’ve hiked in along the Homer Stone 
Brook Trail but today we took a dif- 
ferent path. We parked out cars at the 
end of the Wallingford Pond Road. In- 
stead of walking to Wallingford Pond, we 
then took another Forest Service road. 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports 
of Section hikes but also letters and 
reports of your own unusual excursions. 

Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 4 JANUARY 1991 PLEASE!!! 


3 


MOUNT EQUINOX, MANCHESTER 

22 July 1990 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

This highest peak of the Taconic 
Range had one advantage on this hot day: 
once we reached about the halfway point, 
the air cooled delightfully, almost 
making us forget how we’d sweated and 
puffed up the lower steep portions of 
the Burr & Burton Trail. Unfortunatley , 
on the way down, the heat returned at 
about the same elevation. I’ve seldom 
experienced such a sudden temperature 
shift within so few feet. 

The first half mile or so of the Burr 
& Burton Trail is a little hard to fol- 
low. As always, the beginning is 
elusive, even once one finds the playing 
field mentioned in the Day Hiker's Guide 
to Vermont . Then logging has created 
some confusion and possibly obscured the 
spur trail to Equinox Spring. (At least 
that’s the Leader’s excuse for not 
taking the group to the spring. ) 

Beyond the logging area, the trail 
was brushy but well-used. Once the 
grade lessened near the top, we enjoyed 
the spectacle of a forest floor covered 
with ferns and wood sorrel. Nearer the 
top, we encountered a swath of fairly 
recently downed trees. Apparently a 
gust of wind hit the mountain just 
right (or wrong). 

After lunch and views at the top on 
marble benches apparently provided by 
the summit hotel, we headed for Lookout 
Rock. We noticed that the top of the 
Burr & Burton Trail would be hard to 
find if one hadn’t come up it. From 
Lookout Rock with its good view of 
Manchester, we backtracked a few feet to 
head down the Beartown Gap Trail, the 
old carriage road to the summit. Unfor- 
tunately, a motorbike had just traversed 
it, but it was still a pleasant ramble 
down to Beartown Gap on the old public 
road from Manchester to Sandgate. This 
is now passable only by four wheel drive 
vehicles, it appears. 

On the Beartown Gap Road, some of us 
feasted on blackcaps and raspberries, 
and we were all entertained by partridge 
flushing. 

So that we wouldn't have to make a 
trip back to the Beartown Gap trailhead 
after retrieving the car we'd spotted at 
Burr & Burton Seminary, Bernie Donahue 


invented a new part of a Saab 900 
3-door: the rear solarium. This let us 
fit all six adult hikers in one car. 


WORK PARTY TO PICO SHELTER 

28 July 1990 

Steve Pulling, Leader 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

This work party finally drew a big- 
ger group than the ones earlier this 
year. Many hands indeed made light 
work, too. 

While one truckload (precisely) of 
us bounced up the Pico Peak service road 
to the summit, the rest walked up the 
Long Trail from Sherburne Pass. The 
truckload group carried preservative, 
spray guns, chickenwire, and plexiglass 
down the Pico Peak Trail (ex-Pico Loop 
Trail), and the hiker group cleared 
trail and improved some confusing spots 
where travelers had left the trail 
regularly. By the time we met north of 
Pico Camp, the first group had sprayed 
the camp and the privy with preserva- 
tive, replaced broken windows in the 
camp, and renewed the chickenwire at 
both to keep out the gnawing beasties. 
The second group had done a first-rate 
job of clearing and marking the trail. 

With some ten people working, the 
whole thing took only about four hours 
from the time we got to the trail. 
Let’s hope future work parties follow 
this pattern! 


DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&BS? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to our section. 


SUPPER HIKE 

1 August 1 990 
Ray Catozzi, Leader 

Rumor has it this hike had great 
weather but poor attendance. Maybe 
folks guessed Ray was going up Deer Leap 
and overestimated the difficulty of the 
trail. Since it was a mystery, I won’t 
say where it actually went. — Ed. 
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SHREWSBURY AIRPORT LOOKOUT 

12 August 1990 
by Jerry Parker, Leader 

We parked at the end of Lottery Road. 
Nine hikers headed up a snowmobile 
trail. It was nice to see familiar 
faces which I haven’t seen on recent 
hikes . 

This hike should be called the Fern 
Hike, as we were knee high in them most 
of the way. There were at least five 
different kinds and they were covered 
with dew, so we got a little wet. 

Halfway up we came across a spiderweb 
that was spun between two tree branches 
with a large spot of air in the center. 
It was also covered with dew. With the 
sun shining, it made a beautiful pic- 
ture. I hope mine came out as good. 

We got to the lookout about 10:45- 
It was a little early but we sat down to 
rest and eat our lunch. We watched a 
plane take off at the airport. 

Two large hawks flew overhead doing 
some fancy acrobatics. They flew off 
after a few minutes, but it was a good 
show. 

On the way down we took a shortcut 
and got back to our cars at noon. I 
should have scheduled this hike an hour 
or so later. Maybe it would have been a 
little drier. 


HUBBARDTON AREA 

1 September 1990 
Kit Davidson, Leader 

I’ve heard this was a good outing, 
but the promised report from one par- 
ticipant didn’t reach me in time for 
this issue. — Ed. 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL OVERNIGHT 

8-9 September 
Ray Catozzi, Leader 

A combination of low interest in an 
overnight and the Leader’s business 
obligations canceled this hike. How 
about a few letters to the editor on 
whether we should schedule overnights, 
and, if so, where, when, and how fre- 
quently? — Ed. 


MOUNT ASCUTNEY 

1 5 September 1 990 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

Several people phoned hopefully to 
inquire about this hike on the new 
Weathersf ield Trail up Vermont’s premier 
monadnock, but the morning of the hike 
was so damp and cold that I canceled it. 
Naturally, the weather was pretty nice 
by afternoon. I have rescheduled this 
for December. We’ll see what happens 
then. Probably it will be an ice storm. 


CANOE T INMOUTH CHANNEL 

22 September 1990 
Steve Pulling, Leader 



SNAKE MOUNTAIN, ADDISON 

30 September 1990 
Ray Catozzi, Leader 


CHANGES 

Steve Pulling has resigned as Trails 
and Shelters Chair effective 31 Decem- 
ber. Sue Carey and Jerry Parker will 
co-chair in Steve’s place. 

Sue Thomas resigned as Outings Chair 
on 1 August. Linda Pellerin and Herb 
Ogden, Jr. will co-chair in her place. 
Sue also resigned as director. Her spot 
on the board will be vacant until the 
annual meeting next spring. 

All the directors thank Sue and Steve 
for their years of service. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 

Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant foot- 
gear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are ap- 
proximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a 
trip, please call your trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first 
aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 

DATE HOUR DESTINATION OR EVENT LEADER 


4 Nov. 
(Sun. ) 

10 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 

17 Nov. 
( Sat . ) 


9:00 a.m. MYSTERY HIKE. 5-4 miles, moderate. 


9:30 a.m. 


5:00 p .m. 


MONTSHIRE MUSEUM, Norwich, 
nature trails, aquarium. 


Science and 


1 Dec. 9:00 a.m. 
( Sat . ) 


8 Dec. 9:30 a.m. 
( Sat . ) 

16 Dec. 9:00 a.m. 
( Sun . ) 

6 Jan . 12:30 p -m. 
( Sun . ) 

8 Jan . 7:00 p . m . 

( Tues . ) 


POTLUCK SUPPER at Unitar ian-Universalist 
Church basement, 117 Vest St., Rutland. 
Bring a dish to share. Entertainment. 

MOUNT ASCUTNEY, up new Weathersf ield Tr . , 
down Windsor Trail. 5-5 mi. difficult. 
Prepare for snow at higher elevations. 

MOUNT PEG, Woodstock. 2 miles easy. 


OLD ROARING BROOK ROAD, North Shrewsbury. 
Ski or snowshoe. 2-3 miles easy. 

SKATING AT ELFIN LAKE, Wallingford. 


SCHEDULING MEETING to help plan future 
outings. Ogdens’, 4 Emmett Avenue, 
Rutland. (First right off State St. 
after Pierpoint Avenue, on Pine Hill.) 


W. C. Scott 


Sue Thomas 


Linda 

Pellerin 


Herb (H) 

Ogden, Jr. 


Roma & A1 
Pulling 

Bernie 

Donahue 

Rob & Sue 
Carey 

Herb (H) 

Ogden, Jr. 


775-1494 


773-2185 


773-7779 


775-1350 

775-3368 


773-6997 


773-7462 


446-2830 


775-1350 

775-3368 


12 Jan. 10:00 a.m. 
( Sat . ) 

20 Jan. 10:00 a.m. 
( Sun. ) 

26-27 January 
( Sat . - Sun . ) 


SUNRISE SHELTER, Rochester, 
snowshoe. 2 mi. moderate. 


Ski or 


MYSTERY POND HIKE. 
2-3 mi. moderate. 


Ski or snowshoe . 


Herb (H) 

Ogden, Jr. 

Sue Thomas 


WINTER WEEKEND AT SEYON RANCH, Groton. Rob & Sue 

Ski, nature program, nature hike. Break- Carey 
fast, lunch & dinner served. $50 per person. 

Reserve by 12 November, please! 


775-1350 

775-3368 

773-2185 


446-2830 


For more information about activities 

Rob Carey, President RFD 1 , 
Steve Pulling, Vice-President RFD 3, 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas . RFD 1, 


and membership, please contact hike 
Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 
Box 5192, Rutland VT 05701 
Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 


leaders or 
446-2830 
775-3361 
468-3210 
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HIKEATHON 

The Green Mountain Club is planning a 
Hike-A-Thon, organized by Kate Donaghue, 
to raise money for the Long Trail 
Protection Fund (LTPF) in August and 
September 1991. Section presidents are 
being asked to help, and the Killington 
Section is urged to sponsor two hikes. 
Two leaders and co-leaders are needed. 

Any hike can be chosen. There is no 
attempt to cover the whole Long Trail, 
although at least part of each hike 
should be on the Long Trail. 

The hikeaton gives people who have 
not yet participated in the Long Trail 
Protection Fund several ways to get in- 
volved. Besides leaders and co-leaders, 
hikers and sponsors are needed. 

GMCers should not underestimate the 
importance of the educational aspect of 
sponsor recruitment. This past summer 
Jan Edwards raised money for the LTPF by 
finding sponsors for a hike. She says 
people listened when she explained the 
need to protect the Long Trail. For 
more details on her hike, see the August 
Long Trail News . 

The hikeathon will be a very positive 
and unifying force for the GMC and may 
very well result in raising the funds to 
protect a seriously endangered stretch 
over Laraway Mountain. 

Interested hikers should contact Sue 
or Rob Carey at 446-2850. 


LONG TRAIL PROTECTION FUND NEEDS SUPPORT 
AT PUBLIC HEARING ON 29 OCTOBER 

On Monday 29 October from 7 to 9 p.m. 
the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks 
and Recreation and the Green Mountain 
Club will hold a public hearing at City 
Hall, Montpelier, on the expenditure of 
the $450,000 appropriation for acquisi- 
tion of Long Trail properties. These 
funds will significantly increase the 
Green Mountain Club’s ability to protect 
land along the LT in northern Vermont. 
Title to these lands will be held by the 
State of Vermont. 

Please come to the public hearing and 
voice your support for the Fund. A 
background report is available from the 
GMC office. For further information, 
please call Susan Shea at 223-5465. 


HIKING TRAILS IN TOWN PLANS? 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

If your town contains hiking trails, 
shouldn’t they be in your town plan? In 
fact, if your town contains old public 
roads that may soon be "thrown up" or 
abandoned, shouldn’t they be in the 
plan, too, to keep them open as trails? 
Maybe your town plan should also con- 
sider potential future trails, bike 
paths, or scenic waterways. You live in 
your town, so if anything is to be done, 
you may have to do it. Don’t expect 
someone else to, especially if that 
someone else is from out of town. 

This issue emerged recently when the 
Rutland County Solid Waste District con- 
sidered a farm on East Road in Clarendon 
a site for its new landfill. This farm 
could be seen from Spring Lake Clearing, 
and, indeed, part of the site is Na- 
tional Park Service property, acquired 
to protect the LT/AT. 

It turned out that the solid waste 
district siting criteria included 
resources that were identified in the 
town plan, and that the LT/AT were not 
in the town plan. 


KILLINGTON SECTION HAS VOICE ON GMC 
EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

The Killington Section’s member of 
the central GMC Board of Directors has 
been appointed to the GMC Executive Ad- 
visory Council. Former GMC board member 
Ray Catozzi says the Killington Section 
has never before been represented on 
this council. 

The GMC Bylaws provide for an Execu- 
tive Advisory Council to advise the GMC 
president. It has not more than nine 
members, including the president and 
secretary of the central club. Two- 
thirds of the members must be present or 
former directors. 

The Executive Advisory Council meets 
in those eight months when there is no 
general directors meeting. (The full 
board of directors usually meets 
quarterly.) Meetings are in Montpelier. 

The Killington Section’s member on 
the Executive Advisory Council for 
1990-91 is Herbert Ogden, Jr. Rumor is 
that he is busier than he wants to be. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, 
APPLICATION FOR 


GREEN MT. CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1 .00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

200.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund. 


* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined 
the Killington Section during last year, the month of joining is on the label to the 
right of your name. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 




GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS’ CAVE 

20 October 1990 

by Roma Pulling, Co-Leader 

The weather man favored us with per- 
fect hiking conditions and a good tur- 
nout -- 19 people of all ages. 

In eight cars, we drive to Salisbury 
and parked off Rt. 53 across from Bran- 
bury Beach, from which point it is only 
a short hike to Ethan Allen’s Cave. 
Near the cave the trail is poorly 
marked, and we bushwhacked for a short 
distance. The DAR in 1906 had an in- 
scription cut into the stone above the 
entrance to the cave, indicating that 
this was one used by the Green Mountain 
Boys. I read a quotation from Daniel 
Thompson’s historical novel. The Green 
Mountain Boys , which described the cave, 
and in some respects it seemed dif- 
ferent. It told of "recesses that ap- 
peared to extend far into the rocks," 
which our cave doesn’t have. We decided 
to trust the DAR. 

For those not native to Vermont, the 
Green Mt. Boys fought for the property 
rights of early settlers in Vermont as 
well as capturing Fort Ticonderoga from 
the British. They are said to have hid 
in the cave from the British and hostile 
Indians . 

After everyone had inspected the in- 
terior of the cave, a majority seemed to 
be in favor of hiking to Lana Falls. As 
the trail connecting our location with 
the falls is narrow and treacherous and 
there were several children with us, we 
drove south on Rt. 53 to another parking 
lot, from which point it is only about 
half a mile to the falls. This is a 
picturesque area with a lovely cascade, 
a bridge over Sucker Brook, and a picnic 
area. 

As the sun was sinking toward the 
horizon at this point, we decided 
against further exploration and returned 
to the cars. 


POTLUCK SUPPER 

17 November 1990 

Linda Pellerin, Organizer 

by Herb Ogden, Jr, Eater 

Once again, the pre-Thanksgiving 
season saw the Killington Section pour- 
ing out its culinary corucopia at the 
Unitar ian-Universalist Church basement 
in Rutland City. It’s a good thing 
we’re walkers as well as eaters, other- 
wise our own good cooking might be too 
much for us. We all enjoyed renewing 
old acquaintances or making new ones, 
sitting around the tables -- and we used 
up all the tables and almost had stand- 
ing room only! 

After the meal, Herb Ogden, Jr., 
showed slides of a three-day climb up 
Mt. Whitney, in the southern Sierra 
Nevada in California. Before Alaska 
joined the Union, this was the tallest 
mountain in the United States. 


DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&BS? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to our section. 

SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS 

FOR YOU , IF YOU DON’T RENEW 
your Killington Section GMC 
membership. Yes, this is the 
LAST ISSUE you will receive if 
you don’t send in your 1991 
dues soon. For your con- 

venience, there’s a membership 
application at the end of this 
issue. Your address label 
tells you if Treasurer Wally 
Rogers has received your 1991 
dues. If you don’t see an 91 
by your name, please send dues 
now ! 
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MOUNT PEG, WOODSTOCK 

8 December 1990 
by Roma Pulling 

The weather for the 8th was better 
than predicted, with partly sunny skies 
and 40° temperatures. 

Five hikers left Rutland, where the 
ground was bare, and were surprised to 
find about four inches of crusty snow on 
the east side of the mountains. En 
route to Woodstock from Bridgewater, we 
had a thrilling sight. A flock of about 
14 wild turkeys were feeding in a field 
south ot the Ottauquechee River. 

Mt. Peg, in the southeastern part of 
Woodstock Village, was a new area for a 
Killington Section hike. We followed 
switchbacks to the summit at 1040 feet 
with a picnic table in place. As it 
wasn’t yet lunchtime, we continued 
though the woods to an open area, where 
we climbed to a ridge with an L-shaped 
bench. From this point we had extensive 
views over a wide area with Mt. Tom, the 
Rockefeller mansion, and Billings Farm 
Museum visible. This viewpoint war- 
ranted a stop of several minutes while 
we took turns with a pair of binoculars. 
Among other things we saw horses and a 
conveyance ferrying passengers to the 
museum during Woodstock’s wassail 
celebration. 

After leaving the lookout, we fol- 
lowed cross country ski trails for a 
while, emerging from the woods in back 
of the gold course, where we ate lunch 
near another bench in view of Kedron 
Brook. 

We finished lunch at an early hour, 
so I proposed another short hike — an 
access road to The Pogue from the west, 
a route not taken by the Killington Sec- 
tion before to my knowledge. This was 
an old carriage road, part of a system 
built by Frederick Billings in the 19th 
century on Mt . Tom and now integrated 
into a network of cross country ski 
trails. We met no skiers but did meet a 
woman walking four Samoyeds, which we 
all admired. 

The Pogue, on the lower slopes of Mt. 
Tom, has been dammed and appeared to 
have been drained recently to allow work 
to be done on the dam. It was partially 
full. We circled it and then headed for 
the car and home, after a satisfying day 
of outdoor activity. 


SKATING 

6 January 1991 

by Sue Carey, co-Leader 

The only people who showed up for the 
skating hike were the Careys so instead 
of going to Elfin Lake we went to RAHA 
(nicely heated changing rooms). It was 
Seth’s first time on skates and he did 
really well until he tried to jump with 
them on. He fell. Mara has been taking 
skating lessons so she showed the rest 
of us how to skate. 

We had a very good time. Maybe next 
year the skating on the lake will be 
better . 


CLUB NEEDS PICO AND KILLINGTON PHOTOS 

In order to moderate Killington and 
Pico's plans to build ski lifts and 
trails from Pico Peak northeasterly to 
Route 4 just east of Sherburne Pass, the 
GMC needs to make a good Act 250 presen- 
tation. Slides of Pico and Killington 
are needed, especially views of the Long 
Trail in that area, the general terrain 
near the trail, and Pico from the north- 
east. The Club needs photos from all 
four seasons, and it may need some 
photos from years ago as well. 

If you can lend some photos for GMC 
President Brian Fitzgerald to show at 
Act 250 hearings, please leave him a 
message at GMC headquarters in 
Montpelier, 225-5463. 


NEW CHALLENGE - 1990 

by Roma Pulling 

Last year we couldn’t find two sunny 
days when we could drive north to fur- 
ther our hobby of photographing Long 
Trail shelters. So this fall Alfred and 
I started as soon as conditions seemed 
favorable. Fortunately, Alfred has a 
cousin, living in Morrisville, and we 
made his house our base. 

Having driven north Monday afternoon, 
29 October, we were ready to hit the 
trail early on the 30th. Our first goal 
was Tillotson Camp, which we reached via 
the 2-mile Frank Post Trail in Lowell. 

(continued on p. 3) 
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HIKEATHON 


NEW CHALLENGE, continued from p. 2 

We were accompanied by a friendly dog 
from a nearby house, who acted as though 
he had made the trip many times. The 
upper reaches of this trail gave us a 
chance to really stretch our legs but 
was worth the effort. I had forgoten 
how lovely the view is from the camp. 
We found about two inches of snow on the 
ground there. 

To photograph Ritterbush Camp we 
drive to Ritterbush Pond, and we ate our 
lunch there. The camp is a short 
bushwhack uphill from the pond, and 
before leaving I seized the opportunity 
to hike into Devil’s Gulch, one of my 
favorite places on the Long Trail. We 
hiked to French Camp that afternoon by 
following the Long Trail south from Rt. 
15 in Johnson. 

Our plan for 31 October was to follow 
the Beaver Meadow Trail in Morristown to 
Beaver Meadow Lodge, the Whiteface Trail 
to Whiteface Shelter, and return the 
same way. Finding the trailhead, off a 
narrow dirt road, was itself a chal- 
lenge, but we were successful after as- 
king directions several times. Only an 
avid trail bagger would follow the 
Beaver Meadow Trail. A logging opera- 
tion using heavy equipment had whipped a 
naturally wet logging road into the con- 
sistency of chocolate pudding. Where 
the road wasn’t muddy, it was under 
water. But I was really thrilled to see 
the Lodge, which we had never seen as it 
is a mile off the Long Trail. It is a 
comfortable log cabin with four blinks in 
a pleasant location about 0.4 mile away 
from the muddy lane. 

The Whiteface Trail from the Lodge to 
Whiteface Shelter was rocky, 
precipitous, and somewhat treacherous 
with snow on the ground. Exercising my 
usual caution, I arrived safely; we ate 
our lunch at the shelter enjoying the 
fine view of Madonna Peak. 

On this trip we photographed five 
shelters, and I hiked three new side 
trails to promote a hobby of mine. 
There are seven more shelters we would 
like to visit, not including Corliss, 
which was built this year. 


The Green Mountain Club is planning a 
Hike-A-Thon, organized by Kate Donaghue, 
to raise money for the Long Trail 
Protection Fund (LTPF) in August and 
September 1991. Section presidents are 
being asked to help, and the Killington 
Section is urged to sponsor two hikes. 
Two leaders and co-leaders are needed. 

Any hike can be chosen. There is no 
attempt to cover the whole Long Trail, 
although at least part of each hike 
should be on the Long Trail. 

The hikeaton gives people wno nave 
not yet participated in the Long Trail 
Protection Fund several ways to get in- 
volved. Besides leaders and co-leaders, 
hikers and sponsors are needed. 

GMCers should not underestimate the 
importance of the educational aspect of 
sponsor recruitment. This past summer 
Jan Edwards raised money for the LTPF by 
finding sponsors for a hike. She says 
people listened when she explained the 
need to protect the Long Trail. For 
more details on her hike, see the August 
Long Trail News . 

The hikeathon will be a very positive 
and unifying force for the GMC and may 
very well result in raising the funds to 
protect a seriously endangered stretch 
over Laraway Mountain. 

Interested hikers should contact Sue 
or Rob Carey at 446-2830. 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Production and 
Distribution 


W. Churchill Scott 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports 
of Section hikes but also letters and 
reports of your own unusual excursions. 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 4 APRIL 1991 PLEASE!!! 


Several hikes from the last schedule 
were canceled because of bad weather. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 

Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant foot- 
gear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are ap- 
proximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a 
trip, please call your trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first 
aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests are welcome! 


DATE 

HOUR 

DESTINATION OR EVENT 

LEADER 


2 Feb. 
( Sat . ) 

2:00 

p.m. FIRESIDE PARTY at 4 p.m. after optional 
2 mi. easy hike. Bring snacks to share; 
we supply hot beverages. 

Roma and A1 
Pulling 

773-6997 

10 Feb. 
(Sun. ) 

10:00 

a.m. GREAT ROARING BROOK ROAD, Shrewsbury. 
Ski or snowshoe 2 mi. easy. 

Bernie 

Donahue 

773-7462 

17 Feb. 
( Sun . ) 

9:30 

a.m. WALLINGFORD POND TO LITTLE ROCK POND SKI 
JOINT OUTING WITH OTTAUQUECHEE SECTION 
6 mi. moderate. Planned for skiing; check 
with leader if conditions are questionable. 
Other meeting places: Ludlow Grand Union at 
9 a.m.; E. Wallingford Stove Shop at 9:45 a 

Glen 

Wheelock 

.m. 

885-421 5 

23-24 Feb. 

( Sat . -Sun . ) 

MERCK FOREST WEEKEND, Rupert. Ski, snow- 
shoe, relax. Call leaders for reservations 
Leave Rutland at 10 a.m. on Saturday. 

Rob & Sue 
Carey 

446-2830 

2 Mar. 
( Sat . ) 

6:00 

p.m. MOUNT INDEPENDENCE BY MOONLIGHT, Orwell. 

2 mi. easy, on Revolutionary War fort site 
overlooking Lake Champlain. 

Sue Thomas 

773-2185 

9 Mar . 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. WILDERNESS POND, Castleton. Ski or snow- 

shoe. Bring skates. Can build lunch fire. 

Charlie 

Hanley 

422-3271 

10 Mar. 
(Sun. ) 

8:1 5 

a.m. BLUEBERRY HILL SKI TOURING, Goshen. 10-12 Ken Hatch 
mi. moderate ski tour, partly on groomed 
trails. Trail fee. Ski rentals available. 

JOINT OUTING WITH OTTAUQUECHEE SECTION 
beginning at 9 a.m. at Blueberrry Hill center. 

234-6220 

23 Mar. 
( Sat . ) 

9:00 

a.m. BINGO BROOK TRAIL, Hancock. 6 mi. moderate 
ski or snowshoe tour up dead-end road. 

JOINT OUTING WITH BREADLOAF SECTION, 
meeting in Robinson (W. Rochester) 10 a.m. 

Herb 

Ogden, Jr. 

775-1350 

2 Apr . 
( Tues . ) 

7:00 

p.m. SCHEDULING MEETING to help plan future 

outings. Ogdens’, 4 Emmett Ave., Rutland. 

Herb 

Ogden, Jr. 

775-1350 

7 Apr . 

9:30 

a.m. MYSTERY OUTING. 3-4 mi. moderate. 

W.C. Scott 

775-1494 


(Sun. ) 


13 Apr. 5:30 p.m. POTLUCK SUPPER followed by ANNUAL MEETING Linda 
(Sat.) at 6:15 or so. Unitarian-Universalist Pellerin 

Church basement, 117 Vest St., Rutland. 

Ve should be done in time to join the Bread- 
loaf Section for their Barn Dance at the 
Congregational Church in Middlebury at 8. 

Call Kelly Beach, 388-654-4, for information. 


773-7779 


( over ) 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB, HIKE SCHEDULE (continued) 


28 Apr. 1:00 p.m. MYSTERY HIKE. 2 mi. easy. 
( Sun . ) 


Jerry 775-6208 

Parker 


4 May 8:40 a.m. PICO SLOPE, Sherburne. View suggested new Pete 649-5250 

(Sat.) routes for Long Trail between Sherburne Richardson 

Pass and Pico Camp area to minimize contact 
with proposed Pico/Killington expansion. 

4 mi., difficult in places. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 


Rob Carey, President 

Steve Pulling, Vice-President 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas . 


RFD 

1 , 

Box 

340, 

Wallingford 

VT 05775 

446-2850 

RFD 

3, 

Box 

5192 

, Rutland VT 

05701 

775-5361 

RFD 

1 , 

Box 

365, 

Castleton VT 

05755 

468-5210 


KILLINGTON SECTION, 
APPLICATION FOR 


GREEN MT. CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES* 



Adult 


$14.00 

Adult 

Spouse 

11.00 

Junior 

(under 18) 

2.50 

Family 

Junior 

1 .00 

Senior 

(over 65) 

7.00 

Life 


200.00 

Institutional 

25.00 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund. 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined 
the Killington Section during last year, the month of joining is on the label to the 
right of your name. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 
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NO COMMENT FROM THE EDITOR, BUT HOW ABOUT YOURS? 

(Reprinted with kind permission of The Mountain Times .) 


the mountain times • November 15, 1990 • 9 

Majority favors shared use of trail 


By John P. MacHardy 

• Should the Appalachian Trail be for the select few? This is 
the big question that remains unanswered for the U.S. Forest 
and Park Service. On Thursday evening, November 8, an open 
forum was held at the Holiday Inn in Rutland, by the Forest 
and Park Service, to allow public opinion into their delibera- 
tion on how to proceed with requests by the Killington Ski 
Resort and the Pico Ski Resort to cross the Trail. This is the 
first step for fact finding/information gathering by the Ser- 
vice. The single use of the trail is the only issue. Fifty-five 
citizens were allowed to speak their minds at the forum, so, 
for three hours, all interested parties listened to the reasons 
for, and against, the intervention of alpine skiing facilities at 
one or more points of the Appalachian Trail. 

90% of the speakers were for the co-existence of the hiking 
trail and the ski trails; and 10% were against any interven- 
tion along the “green tunnel”. A young spokesman for the 
Farm and Wilderness Camp described how his organization 
depends totally on offering children a unique outdoor ex- 
perience, and that the section of the Appalachian Trail in ques- 
tion was an integral part of that experience. He felt that it was 
a natural growth area for the ski area, and that the develop- 
ment that takes place must be sensitive to that wilderness. He 
suggested alternative three would be more than adequate to 
retain that sensitivity. 

Jay Kenlan, local attorney speaking for Rutland Region 
Coalition for Responsible Development, contended that neither 
hiker nor skier has the right to use the land for his exclusive 
enjoyment. Historically, all public recreational lands have 

From: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mt. Club 
RFD 1, Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 


been open to a mixed use. It has been recorded in legislature 
that two industries will be compatible with the Appalachian 
Trail, skiing and lumbering. In 1967, Senator Aiken was quoted 
in legislature as warning “ ... carefully consider skiing as a 
major economic base. Legislative history protects ski areas 
and development of such.” 

Long time skier and hiker, Charlie Wise, described the trail 
crossings as a positive experience for the hiker, whereby the 
sensitive cutting of trees “would open up vistas to offer a high 
mountain experience”. Lynn Gallipo stated that it was her ex- 
perience that the majority of hikers preferred open areas such 
as ski trails for the views and fresh air. In response to the open- 
ing of vistas, Mr. Gibson, of the Sierra Club, questioned, “Why 
don’t we clear cut the trail from Maine to Georgia?” For him, 
the establishment of the trail was to create a communion with 
nature, and offer a separation from human activity. Second- 
ly, the Service should study the economic impact that the 
merger would have on the region. And, thirdly, find the most 
harmonizing alternative. 

The spokesman for the V.N.R. took the hard line. It was 
recommended that the secondary impact be studied, statewide 
growth would be affected. “Please consider the No Develop- 
ment Alternative ... Killington touts itself as having the largest 
snowmaking capabilities in the world, what would happen if 
the merger went through?” Still, the majority who attended 
the Meeting were in .favor of the shorter environmental im- 
pact process, because of time constraints and because of a duplica- 



TO: 


6 




ATTENTION ALL KS-GMC MEMBERS ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK SUPPER 
UNITARIAN CHURCH, RUTLAND, V T ON APRIL 13, 1991 at 5:30 PM 
AGENDA TO INCLUDE ELECTION OF DIRECTORS, BYLAWS CHANGES, DISCUSSION 
OF DUES AND COMMITTEE REPORTS-HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE WALLY 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
BY-LAWS 

(Submitted by Section Directors for ratification at 1991 Annual Meeting) 

Proposed deletions in brackets, additions underlined. 

1. The purposes of the Killington Section of the G.M.C. shall be to maintain that 
part of the Long Trail, along with side trails and shelters, [assigned to it by] 
which it agrees to maintain for the G.M.C.; [to arrange for group hikes and other 
social and appropriate activities]; to encourage proper trail and shelter use 
throughout its section of the Long Trail; and to arrange for group hikes and other 
social and appropriate activities . 

2. Membership in the Killington Section is open to anyone who supports the 
purposes of the Killington Section and pays tne annual tiues. All voting members 
shall be at least 18 years old. 

3. [Persons under 18 years of age may be admitted as Junior Members, but they 
may neither vote nor hold office.] The Killington Section shall conduct all 
activities without prejudice in regard to race, gender, religion, national origin, or 
sexual preference. We shall encourage persons with disabilities to participate ac- 
cording to their limitations. 

4. The activities of the section shall be managed by a Board of Directors, con- 
sisting of nine members [over 21 years of age]. The Directors shall be nominated 
from the floor and elected at the Annual Meeting. 

5. The terms of office of the Directors shall be three years, with three Directors 
elected each year. A Director who has served two full consecutive terms may not 
be re-elected until one year has passed. 

6. The absence of a Director from two consecutive meetings of the Board, 
without a valid reason accepted by the Board , shall terminate [his] membership on 
the Board and create a vacancy. Vacancies on the Board, created thus or through 
resignation, may be filled by a majority vote of the remaining Directors, subject to 
approval of the Section at the next Annual Meeting. 

7. Officers shall be sleeted by the Directors from among their number at »he 
first meeting of the Board following the Annual Meeting. They shall consist of a 
President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer, with the last two being com- 
bined if found desirable. The term of office shall be [for] one year. 

8. Whenever necessary, t[T]he Directors shall elect _, preferably from their num- 
ber, G.M.C. Directors and alternate Directors [to the G.M.C.] as allocated by the 
G.M.C. By-laws. [In the event that Director candidates for the office of G.M.C. 
Director are found lacking, t] The Directors may [seek candidates] at their discre- 
tion elect G.M.C. Directors and alternates from the general Section membership. 


9. The By-laws may be amended by [a 3/4] the affirmative vote of [the Board 
of] seven Directors, [subject to approval] _, effective upon ratification by a 
[majority] two-thirds vote of [the] those Section members who attend [the] an Annual 
or Special Meeting, following a notice of at least two weeks. 
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10. The Board shall meet at least twice a year, upon the call of the President or 

at the request of three or more Directors. A quorum for all business of the Board 
[, other than amendment of the By-laws,] shall be a majority of the total number of 
Directors. 


11. A quorum for all business of the Section shall be one -tenth of those mem- 
bers eligible to vote. 

[11] 12. The [a]Annual [m]Meeting shall be held no later than the end of April 

to nominate and to elect Directors, hear reports of the Officers and G.M.C. 
Directors), plan for the coming year, and [to] transact any other appropriate busi- 
ness. 

13. Within fourteen days after a vote of a majority of the Directors or a petition 
of ten per cent of the members, the President shall set the date of a Special Meet- 
ing of the Section and give at least fourteen days notice, with an agenda, to all 
members. 

[12] 1^4. Annual dues, to cover the G.M.C. assessment, trail and shelter work, 

social and other appropriate activities [,] including publication of a newsletter, 
shall be set by the Board of Directors, subject to approval by [a majority vote] a 
majority of those present at [the] an Annual or Special Meeting. 


15. If the Section is dissolved or otherwise ceases to function, all of its 
property of every kind shall pass to the Green Mountain Club, Inc. , or the G.M.C. *s 
designated successor. 


END 
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COME TO THE SECTION ANNUAL MEETING SATURDAY 
G.M.C. PRESIDENT TO REPORT ON PICO, KILLINGTON 

By-Laws, Section Autonomy and Dues Are Other Topics for Membership Discussion 

by the Editor 

Our Section’s Annual Meeting at 6:15 p.m. on Saturday, April 
13 at the Unitarian-Universalist Church Basement, 117 West 
Street, Rutland, should be unusually eventful. All members are 
urged to attend. (Any waverers might note the potluck before the 
meeting, starting at 5:30 p.m., and recall the scrumptiousness of 
the food at earlier potlucks, in deciding whether to attend.) 

Green Mountain Club President Brian Fitzgerald has been in- 
vited to attend our meeting and plans to update the Killington 
Section on the G.M.C. ’s role in protecting our section of the 
Long Trail, especially that part from Killington to Sherburne 
Pass, in view of the merger and expansion plans of the Killington 
and Pico ski areas. He can not only supply more detail on the 
now-completed mediation regarding the National Park Service’s 
possible routes through the ski areas, but he can also report on 
the ongoing Act 250 proceedings that may determine whether ski 
lifts and trails will be built over the Long Trail between Pico 
Junction and Sherburne Pass. 

The Green Mountain Club has run a deficit and incurred about 
$10,000 in legal and other fees in trying to scale back the ski 
areas’ expansion plans and eliminate the lifts and trails between 
Pico Junction and Sherburne Pass. This effort especially 

benefits our Section. Therefore, a motion for us to give the 
G.M.C. special financial aid this year is expected. 

By-Laws changes, sent to all members a few weeks ago, will 
be voted on. Some of these changes are very important. 

Another topic will be the role of the Sections, especially 
the Killington Section, in light of efforts by some the the 
G.M.C. directors and others to centralize the club, eliminate the 
Sections’ dues autonomy, and make all members, whether Section or 
At-Large, pay the same total dues. Herb Ogden, Jr., the Kil- 
lington Sections’s representative on the Board of Directors, will 
report on this. A possible response is that our Section members, 
at least, deserve the dues break they now receive because our 
Section does a good job maintaining our part of the Long Trail 
and its shelters. But this response is becoming harder to make, 
as fewer members attend work parties and the Section has trouble 
finding volunteers for even such light duties as publicizing our 
excursions so that people can read about them in the newspapers. 

Finally, the meeting will probably hear a recommendation 
from Treasurer Wally Rogers regarding the amount of dues. 
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BARN DANCE WITH BREADLOAF SECTION TO 
FOLLOW KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 

All Killington Section members are 
invited to a Barn Dance put on by the 
Breadloaf Section on Saturday evening, 
April 13, at the Congregational Church 
in Middlebury. (That’s the large white 
church near the Middlebury Inn, at the 
head of Middlebury 's main street.) By 
the time our Annual Meeting ends, the 
Breadloaf Section’s Barn Dance should be 
in full swing — and an opportunity to 
work off the pounds we Killington Sec- 
tion folk may have gained by indulging 
in our own pre-meeting potluck. 

For information, call Kelly Beach, 
Breadloaf Section Outings Co-Chair, at 
388-6544. 


SECTION DIRECTORS OPPOSE G.M.C. 
CENTRALIZATION, SUPPORT SPENDING CUTS 

from minutes by Secretary Wally Rogers 

Killington Section Directors Rob 
Carey, Linda Pellerin, Ray Catozzi, W. 
Churchill Scott, Bernie Donahue, Wally 
Rogers, and Herb Ogden, Jr., met on 7 
March at the home of Linda Pellerin. 
(Director Steve Pulling was away on 
business; resigned Director Sue Thomas’s 
seat has not been filled. ) 

The By-Laws Committee, composed of 
Herb Ogden, Jr., Delight Gartlein, Rob 
Carey, Sue Thomas, and Wally Rogers, 
presented its suggested revisions. 
After discussion of each article and 
some amendment, the Directors unani- 
mously proposed the revision that has 
now been mailed to all members. 

G.M.C. Director Herb Ogden, Jr., 
reported that the G.M.C. as a whole ex- 
pects to end this fiscal year with a 
deficit of about $10,000, mostly because 
of the cost of monitoring and opposing 
the expansion plans of Killington and 
Pico. The Long Trail Patrol was can- 
celed for this summer, although the 
field personnel based in Montpelier will 
remain active and the club will continue 
to employ camp caretakers and a few 
ranger-naturalists on Mts. Mansfield, 
Camel’s Hump, and Stratton. 

Killington Section directors 
generally preferred that the club cut 
expenses rather than raise dues for us. 


Herb reported that the G.M.C. direc- 
tors would probably be asked to increase 
the section assessment to $12 per in- 
dividual and $18 per family for 1992. 
He also anticipated a move to have all 
members, section and at-large, pay the 
same total dues, with the G.M.C. Direc- 
tors then voting on how much to return 
to Sections to support their activities. 
Some At-Large directors and others feel 
that the present dues and section as- 
sessment structure gives section members 
undeservedly low dues. 

The Section Directors unanimously 
voted to ( 1 ) instruct Herb to oppose the 
centralized dues proposal strongly, (2) 
instruct Herb to oppose any assessment 
increase over $10 per individual for 
1992, (3) instruct Herb to oppose by-law 
changes that would accelerate or ease 
changes in the dues structure, and (4) 
communicate with other Sections regard- 
ing these matters. 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB INCREASES SECTION 
DUES ASSESSMENT, ACCEPTS NO MORE "THIRTY 
YEAR LIFE MEMBERS" AFTER 1 MAY 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., G.M.C. Director 

At its 16 March meeting, the Board of 
Directors of the G.M.C. voted to in- 
crease the sections’ assesement from 
$7.50 to $12 for individuals and from 
$15 to $18 for families, effective with 
the January, 1993 payments from sec- 
tions. The Board also voted to increase 
At-Large dues from $22 to $24 per in- 
dividual and from $30 to $32 per family, 
effective 1 May 1992. A motion to 
abolish the requirement that a dues 
change be published in the Long Trail 
News before the fiscal year in which it 
could take effect was defeated by my one 
vote. It was a by-laws change, and by- 
laws changes by the Board of Directors 
must be unanimous. 

I joined other directors in voting to 
get rid of a curiosity that has been 
around since 1977. In that year, the 
board voted to exempt from dues payment 
anyone who had paid adult dues con- 
tinuously for thirty years. This rule 
made no financial sense and ends 1 May. 
No one who becomes a thirty year con- 
tinuous adult member before then need 
pay main club dues, however. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 

Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy 
water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Dis- 
tances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more infor- 
mation about a trip, please call the listed trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests 
are welcome! 

Sunday 5 May, 10:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830. 

WALK-THROUGH FROM ROUTE 140 (WALLINGFORD GULF) TO UPPER COLD RIVER ROAD, SHREWSBURY. 

This combines easy hikes of various lengths with the opportunity to note trail condi- 
tions or clear away winter blowdowns and debris. For those interested in trail main- 
tenance, the Section has clippers, saws, axes, weed cutters, paint, and paintbrushes. 

Saturday 11 May, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830. 

WORK PARTY AT CLARENDON GORGE. The short piece of trail between Vt. 103 and the 
Clarendon Gorge Bridge needs erosion control. Bring a shovel or grubhoe if possible; 
the Section will supply some equipment. Rain date is Sunday 12 May. 

Saturday 18 May, 9 a.m. Leader: W. Churchill Scott 775-1494 

AROUND BALD MOUNTAIN FROM TAMARACK NOTCH TO STRATTON ROAD, RUTLAND. Moderate 4 mile 
hike on old woodroads. 

Sunday 19 May, 8 a.m. Leader: Ann Foley ( Ottauquechee Section, G.M.C.) 649-2038. 
Killington Section coordinator: Linda Pellerin 773-7779. JOINT HIKE WITH OTTAU- 
QUECHEE SECTION TO GILE MOUNTAIN, NORWICH. Moderate 5 or 1 0 mile hike on snowmobile 
trails, depending on interest, to summit with spectacular view from fire tower. Ot- 
tauquechee Section’s meeting place is Howard Johnson’s Restaurant in White River 
Junction, on U.S. Route 5 near intersection of 1-89 and 1-91, at 9 a.m. 

Saturday 25 May, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830. 

WALK-THROUGH FROM UPPER COLD RIVER ROAD IN SHREWSBURY TO SHERBURNE PASS. This com- 
bines moderate hikes of various lengths with the opportunity to note trail conditions 
or clear away winter blowdowns and debris. For those interested in trail main- 
tenance, the Section has clippers, saws, axes, weed cutters, paint, and paintbrushes. 

Saturday 1 June. GREEN MT. CLUB ANNUAL MEETING, FAYSTON. See Long Trail News . 

Saturday 8 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 

BRISTOL NOTCH This is a repeat of Jerry's popular hike in the area behind the Bris- 
tol Cliffs, where an airplane went down years ago. Moderate 6 mile hike. 

Saturday 15 June, 10 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368. 

MOUNT ASCUTNEY; UP THE REOPENED WEATHERSFIELD TRAIL, DOWN THE WINDSOR TRAIL. 
mile hike, sometimes steep, but with good footing. See 80 foot Crystal Cascade, 
Gus’s Lookout, and the hang gliding platform on the way up, the Stone Hut remains. 
Blood Rock, and Gerry Falls on the way down the 1906 version of the Windsor Trail, 
originally built in the 1850's up Vermont’s premier monadnock. 

Sunday 23 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 
AROUND CHITTENDEN RESERVOIR; UP NEW BOSTON TRAIL TO LONG TRAIL, THEN SOUTH FROM MT. 
CARMEL TO OLD TURNPIKE ROAD. The New Boston Trail is easy, but the rest of this 12.6 
mile hike will probably be difficult unless the Forest Service has improved its main- 
tenance of this part of Long Trail. See David Logan and Rolston’s Rest Shelters, 
Chittenden Reservoir from above, and cross historic Telephone Gap. 

Saturday 29 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830. WORK PARTY T/B/A 

(continued on page 4) 
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Tuesday 2 July, 7 p.m. SCHEDULING MEETING at the Ogdens’ 4 Emmett Ave., Rutland 
(next right off State St. after Pierpoint Ave., 775-1350. Help us plan the next 
three months of outings. For Outings Committee and all others who are interested. 

Sunday 7 July, 9:30 a.m. Leader: V. Churchill Scott 775-1494 

MYSTERY HISTORY HIKE, 4 miles, moderate. Joint outing with Breadloaf Section. 

Saturday 13 July, 10:30 a.m. Leader: Roma Pulling 773-6997 

POTLUCK AT CLARENDON SHELTER Hike in the old Long Trail, out the new Great Gorge 
Gulch route, about 2Vi miles total. Bring a dish to share; we can have a fire. 

Friday 19 July through Friday 26 July: APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE MEETING AND OUT- 
INGS, Williamstown, Massachusetts. See Long Trail News for details. 

Saturday 27 July, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185. 

BRANCH, BOURNE, AND STRATTON PONDS. Joint hike with Ottauquechee Section. Moderate 
hike of 3 or 8 miles depending on interest. See Southern Vermont’s wilderness ponds. 


For more information about activities and 

Rob Carey, President RFD 1 , Box 
Steve Pulling, Vice-President RFD 3, Box 
Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas . RFD 1, Box 

MYSTERY POND HIKE 

20 January 1991 
by Sue Thomas , Leader 

A common theme of recent hike reports 
has been weather that can best be 
described as .... well, weird? A few 
days before my hike, I went to scout out 
the route and had a very enjoyable day 
skiing across Glen Lake on 8" of fresh 
powder. By the day of the trip, 
however, every bit of snow was gone from 
the lake. We looked the situation over 
and decided that if the ice fishermen 
were able to stay afloat with their 
shanties, snowmobiles, and coolers of 
beer, we’d probably be able to make it 
across, so we set off gingerly at first, 
skateless ice skating. We slithered and 
slid all the way, talked to some fisher- 
men, and enjoyed the company of our 
youngest member Noah, who was along for 
his first winter hike. He enjoyed our 
company too, as long as one of us kept 
his sled moving. A man of action, he 
had little patience with rest stops or 
overly long inspections of animal 
tracks . 

After crossing the lake, we climbed 
briefly up a road then set off through 
the woods where we found lots more 
animal tracks to bore Noah: turkey, 
deer, and raccoon. We had lunch by a 
small beaver pond, which I suspect is 
Moscow Pond, but no one else seemed sure 
either so it will remain a mystery. 


membership, please contact hike leaders or 
340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 
5192, Rutland VT 05701 775-3361 
363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 

By the time we returned, the sun had 
melted a layer of slush on the lake, 
which made the walking much easier. 
Nice hike, and was good to have former 
member Carol Chapman back for a visit. 


FIREPLACE PARTY / HIKE 

2 February 1991 

by Roma Pulling, Co-Leader 

A friend of ours once said the way to 
beat winter was to party it to death. 
I’m not a party animal but decided to 
try a small dose of his prescription to 
see if it worked. 

On a lovely, sunny day, Alfred and I 
met 14 hikers at the park at 2 p.m. We 
drove to the end of Bellevue Avenune Ex- 
tension and parked the cars, then fol- 
lowed cross country ski trails and power 
line rights of way over mostly easy 
grades to our back porch. One person 
was on skis. This route led through a 
swamp, so we were lucky that there had 
been freezing temperatures for several 
nights. Ray Catozzi remembers two at- 
tempts to lead this hike that had to be 
canceled because of a thaw. A layer of 
snow covered the ice which had made 
walking tricky when Ray led us on adry 
run the pervious week. 

Everyone was invited in to sit by the 
fire and enjoy hot beverages, popcorn 
and cookies. 
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WALLINGFORD POND TO LITTLE ROCK POND 

17 February 1991 
by Sue Thomas 

Since I was the only Killington Sec- 
tion member to take advantage of this 
joint outing with the Ottauquechee Sec- 
tion, I guess i got the honor of writing 
the hike report. I also get to gloat 
about what a great trip everyone else 
missed, so it’s an even trade! 

I went prepared to walk. We had no 
snow in Rutland so I expected to find it 
sparse at best there. What a pleasant 
surprise to find 5" of powder covering 
the crust — easily the best conditions 
I’ve skied on in the last couple years. 

Gary Wheelock, from the Ottauquechee 
Section, was our leader. He led us down 
a logging road, then onto a shortcut 
through the woods to the Long Trail, 
which we followed with pleasant ups and 
downs to Little Rock Pond. I think this 
was my first winter visit to the pond, a 
spot I like to hike to often in the sum- 
mer and fall. We expected to have it to 
ourselves, but were surprised to find a 
large group of Boy Scouts from New York 
City camped for the weekend. They 
seemed to be having an amazingly good 
time considering what a cold night 
they’d had, though we did notice as we 
were leaving that all the boys elected 
to stay at the campsite while the 
leaders hiked up Green Mountain! 

We had lunch at Lula Tye Shelter 
(obviously a winter home for porcupines; 
shelter maintenance will require a 
shovel this spring) then started back, 
detouring round to the top of a hill for 
a beautiful downhill run to the cars. 
All in all it was a great trip, and nice 
to meet some members of another section. 
Let’s do it more often! 


MERCK FOREST 

23 - 24 February 1991 

by Sue Carey, Co-Leader 

The weekend started off cold (10°) 
and it didn’t get any warmer, but that 
didn’t stop us from enjoying the 

weekend. There were four day hikers 
(Linda, Tim, Jim and Olga) and four 
overnight campers (Rob, Sue, Mara and 
Seth along with their faithful dog 
Lady ) . 

We stayed at the supper barn shelter. 


This year it had a good stove with two 
dampers; however, it was so full of 
ashes that you could only get about 
three pieces of wood in at a time. 
There weren’t any metal tooks for clean- 
ing it. It was nice to see a shelter 
that was swept clean and had very little 
graffiti . 

During Saturday afternoon we had 
visitors from a southern New Jersey out- 
ing club. Also, our day hikers stopped 
by to warm up . 

We did some sliding on some very fast 
trails. The children called it a roller 
coaster trip. After being bumped around 
on the sled we visited the barn where we 
met two Americn Belgian horses, Molly 
and Charlie. The children were thrilled 
to feed the horses carrots. 

We returned to the shelter for a din- 
ner of hotdogs and broccoli. We dicided 
to skip spaghetti this year. 

After supper we went on a moonlight 
hike. We tried to call an owl but it 
ignored us. However, Molly and Charlie 
came to the fence to greet us.. 

The stove had to be fed several times 
during the night. At the 4:30 feeding I 
had the brilliant idea of stirring the 
ashes with a coat hanger so we could get 
more wood inside. Coat hangers get hot 
very quickly and it burned a hole in my 
mitten. Fortunately this was the only 
casualty of the trip. 

Sunday was very windy and cold. 
While crossing a meadow our plastic sled 
almost blew away, but we managed to 
retrieve it and retreat to the car. 


PINE’S POND 

9 March 1991 

Charlie Hanley, Leader 

by Sue Thomas 

Not wanting to scare him off, when I 
asked my friend Charlie to take us to 
his property in Castleton I didn’t tell 
him about hike reports. Therefore I 

guess it’s up to me. 

I’ve been anxious to see Charlies ’s 
"piece of paradise" and it’s every bit 
as wonderful as he said it was. The 
pond sits in the middle of 372 acres of 
undeveloped land and is named for a man 
named Pine who operated a mill there. 
The foundations and some of the piping 
are still visible downstream of the dam. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Pine’s Pond 

(continued from page 5) 

We crossed a small bridge out to an 
island which we decided would be an 
ideal lunch spot, so we unloaded our 
packs and continued hiking the perimeter 
of the pond- On the far side we climbed 
to an overlook, then wound back down to 
the shore and crossed the ice to what 
Charlie believes is an old military 
road. 

We returned to the island for lunch 
and a fire. We shared our coffee with a 
couple from the Civil Air Patrol who 
were there to dismantle a log structure 
they’d built in a training exercise. 
They entertained us with stories of 
hiker rescues and the search for the 
plane that crashed on Killington a 
couple months back till they were called 
away on an emergency. 

Thanks to Charlie for sharing his 
very special place with us. 


OUR FORMER SHELTERS 

by Roma Pulling 

Articles have been published in 
Smoke & Blazes highlighting my interest 
in Long Trail shelters, and while read- 
ing about them I have become fascinated 
with information about former shelters. 
Perhaps readers would like to know more 
about those in the Killington Section. 

While far more than a shelter, the 
old Long Trail Lodge, through which the 
trail ran, was the property of the Green 
Mountain Club, given to the organization 
in 1923 by Mortimer Proctor, a president 
of the club. It was a rustic building 
that blended into the wooded setting 
south of Route 4 and one I longed to see 
from the inside. This step was 
postponed too long. In 1968 the lodge, 
which has been described as the 
enchanted lodge, burned to the ground. 

Pico Camp was preceded on the same 
site by an open-front shelter built in 
1924. 

Killington was home to several former 
shelters. The first, to my knowledge, 
was a frame leanto about which little is 
known. Future research may reveal the 
date of its erection, the name of the 
builder, and its eventual fate. 
Presently the only clue is a picture 
said to have been taken in 1915 showing 


this structure standing near the Tin 
Hut. It may be significant that at this 
time the old hotel on Killington had 
ceased operations and was falling into 
disrepair . 

Killington Steel Shelter, popularly 
knows as the Tin Hut, was located on a 
flat, grassy area east of the present 
Cooper Lodge. The date of its erection 
is also in doubt, but it was torn down 
about 1938. Parts of it were used as 
forms in construction of Cooper Lodge. 

In 1927 a family named Bucklin 
erected a stone shelter known to many as 
Porky Lodge. Some of our existing shel- 
ters could compete for this title! The 
shelter fell down over a period of 
years . 

In 1969 an open front shelter was 
constructed 1.1 miles south of Cooper by 
Farm and Wilderness Camps to house the 
overflow of visitors to the top of the 
mountain and named Tamarack Shelter. In 
the early 80s a nordic ski trail was 
laid out in front of Tamarack. Hoping 
to find a more remote location on a 
relocated Long Trail, members of the 
Killington Section dismantled the shel- 
ter in 1 984 and bundled it up in an- 
ticipation of its removal. While 

various parties argued over the best 
route for a relocation, the parts of our 
shelter disappeared. 

Northeast of Governor Clement Shelter 
on the bank of the Cold River once stood 
Blue Triangle Camp. It was built in 
1930 by a girls club from Burlington. 
As two camps in that area seemed super- 
fluous, Blue Triangle was taken down in 
1951 and parts of it were used to con- 
struct a camp in Spring Lake Clearing. 
This was named Spring Lake Camp. The 
landowner considered it a nuisance and 
asked that it be removed. So in 1954 it 
was removed half a mile south to lands 
of Spring Lake Ranch and named Sun- 
nyside. It burned in 1968. A new Sun- 
nyside, since renamed for Miss Minerva 
Hinchey, a longtime Executive Secretary 
of the Green Mountain Club, was erected 
on the same site. 

An open front shelter was built in 
1921 on the site of the present Claren- 
don Shelter. When the new shelter was 
built in 1951 it was a closed lodge, but 
it was opened up in 1971 in an attempt 
to discourage squatters. This has been 
only partially successful. 

(continued on page 7) 
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Former Shelters 

(continued from page 6) 

The last of the former shelters known 
to me was named Buffum and was located 
0.8 mile north of Route 140. The first 
structure on the site was an open front 
shelter built in 1922. In 1961, largely 
through the efforts of Craigue Perkins 
of our section, a lodge was built. Un- 
fortunately, it burned in 1966. 

In preparing this article, I relied 
on information obtained from Churchill 
Scott and old issues of the Long Trail 
News . [If anyone knows of other old 
camps, please write! — Ed.] 


DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&BS? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to our section. 
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HIKEATHON 

(information supplied by the G.M.C. of- 
fice in Montpelier) 

The Long Trail Protection Fund (LTPF) 
Committee hopes all section members will 
set aside September 7, 1991, for a major 
fundraising effort: the "Save the Long 
Trail Hike-A-Thon. " This is also the 
Club’s major event in celebration of the 
Vermont statehood bicentennial. 

The Hike-A-Thon offers active members 
a chance to hike and help the trail at 
the same time. Hikers are asked to ob- 
tain pledges from family, friends, co- 
workers, and neighbors. 

A suitable pledge might be one dollar 
per mile, with a suggested minimum of 
$50 per hiker. For a short five-mile 
hike just ten pledges reaches that 
level. Longer hikes have the potential 
for raising more money. If ten members 
participate on each hike, each outing 
can raise at least $500, although any 
amount will be welcome. There will be 
prizes for the hikers who obtain the 
most contributions and a raffle for all 
participants . 

Each hike will be limited to ten 
people, to avoid over-use of the Long 
Trail. For the same reason, the hikes 
will be spread out along the length of 
the Long Trail with no two hikes planned 
for the same stretch. (The GMC office 
will keep track. ) Hikes can also take 
place off the Long Trail. The idea is 
to get as many people out as possible. 

In addition to an army of hikers, the 
Hike-A-Thon needs area leaders and co- 
leaders who can organize the event on 
the local level. The LTPF Committee 
hopes each GMC section will see it as a 
fun-filled rallying point and get as 
many people out as possible. It is also 
a golden opportunity to raise local con- 
sciousness about the Long Trail; a fact 
sheet about the Long Trail Protection 
Campaign will be provided as a hand-out 
for those who pledge. 

For more information about being a 
hiker in this event, see the may Long 
Trail News . 

If you can participate as a leader of 
a hike or a hiker, please contact Sue or 
Rob Carey at 446-2850. 



Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports 
of Section hikes but also letters and 
reports of your own unusual excursions. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, 
APPLICATION FOR 


GREEN MT. CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES * 

Adult $14.00 
Adult Spouse 11.00 
Junior (under 18) 2.50 
Family Junior 1.00 
Senior (over 65) 7.00 
Life 200.00 
Institutional 25.00 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund. ij 

Sx 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined 
the Killington Section during last year, the month of joining is on the label to the 
right of your name. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 




TO: 

Robert arid Thelma Perkins yy91 
4 8 1 2 L * b a ti o Ti R o a d 
Char 1 otte * NC 28227 
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SECTION ANNUAL MEETING, 1991 

13 April 1991 

from minutes by Wally Rogers, Secretary 

The Killington Section Annual Meeting 
began at 5:30 with a potluck supper, 
followed by a business meeting with 29 
members present. 

Trails and Shelters Committee Chair 
Sue Carey reported that she had met with 
Sue Lester of the GMC central office to 
discuss work needed on the Clarendon 
Gorge erosion problem at the north abut- 
ment and other bridge maintenance. She 
announced the need for more shelter 
adopters and completion of a signage 
proj ect . 

Outings Committee Co-Chair Herb Og- 
den, Jr. asked for more volunteer hike 
leaders and discussed the possibility of 
going to outings every two weeks when 
necessary. The consensus was to keep 
weekly outings when possible, scheduling 
an open date as a rain date for the pre- 
vious hike if agreeable to the leaders. 

The Publicity Committee new Chair, 
Bernie Donahue, discussed plans for bet- 
ter coverage in the media. 

G.M.C. Director Herb Ogden, Jr. 
reported on G.M.C. -wide activity. Par- 
ticipating in the Killington-Pico merger 
negotiation has contributed to the 
club’s deficit and need for dues in- 
crease. At a recent Directors Meeting, 
only Herb’s veto prevented a by-laws 
change that would have permitted fast 
dues increases, with which the sections 
might not have been able to cope in 
time. (By-laws amendments by the Direc- 
tors must be unanimous, while 2/3 of 
those members present at an annual meet- 
ing can amend the by-laws of the G.M.C.) 

President Rob Carey led a discussion 
of amendments to the Killington 
Section’s own By-Laws, proposed by the 
By-Laws Revision Committee (Delight 


Gartlein, Herb Ogden, Jr., and Sue 
Thomas, chaired by Wally Rogers), and 
then by the Directors with some changes. 
The amendments were approved unanimously 
and are now in effect. They are printed 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Sue Carey announced the intersec- 
tional meeting for 18-25 August at the 
Mt. Morris Boy Scout Camp in Eden. She 
also explained G.M.C. fundraising, with 
a hikeathon on 7 September. A motion 
was passed to hold a yard sale to 
benefit the G.M.C. at the Careys’ home 
during September, 1991 

G.M.C. President Brian Fitzgerald ex- 
plained Pico-Killington negotiations and 
displayed various visuals used in the 
Act 250 hearings 

Treasurer Wally Rogers spoke on sec- 
tion dues for 1992. Given the 1992 
G.M.C. assessment of $12 per adult and 
$18 per couple, our current dues, and 
our current membership, the section will 
run a $500 deficit in 1992. Given that 
the section has a balance of over $1000 
in the general fund, Wally recommended 
keeping section dues at the current 
level for 1992. This was accepted unan- 
imously. Herb Ogden, Jr. then moved to 
donate $1000 from the Kirk Fund to the 
central G.M.C. in recognition of its 
costly efforts to protect the Long Trail 
in our area. This would not inhibit 
Killington Section maintenance of our 
trails and shelters, given the Fund’s 
large balance. The motion passed, and 
the donation will be made as funds be- 
come available over the next three 
months . 

Elected to three year terms as Kil- 
lington Section directors were Roma 
Pulling, Herb Ogden, Jr., and Timothy 
Welch. Ray Catozzi was elected to be 
our second G.M.C. Director if needed and 
to serve as alternate until then. 

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. The 
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directors met briefly to elect Rob Carey 
president, Linda Pellerin vice- 
president, and Wally Rogers secretary- 
treasurer . 


MYSTERY HIKE 

28 April 1991 

By Jerry Parker, Leader 

Sunday afternoon hikes usually draw a 
good turnout. It was a beautiful day so 
I wasn’t surprised to have 33 people 
show up . 

Several cars headed toward Pittsford. 
I kept checking in my rear view mirror 
hoping no one took a wrong turn. When 
we finally got all the cars parked, we 
were just over the Pittsford town line 
into Brandon. There were several beaver 
dams across the road in a swamp. I am 
familiar with this area, growing up in 
Pittsford. I spent a lot of time ex- 
ploring the Sugar Hollow and the sur- 
rounding mountains. 

The first stop was an old cemetery 
with gravestones dating back to 1800. 
We proceeded up a logging road. It was 
then that I realized the leaders of this 
hike were five children way ahead of 
everyone, and we were following them. 
At this pace it didn't take us long to 
get to the Sugar Hollow Pond. Everyone 
seemed pleased with the mystery. The 
pond is quite large, in a secluded area. 
I kept busy catching newts for the kids 
to hold. After twenty minutes we 
started down again at the children’s 
wishes . 

The hike was enjoyed by all even 
though it was shorter than two miles. 


TWO WALK-THROUGHS AND A WORK PARTY 
5 May, 11 May, and 25 May 1991 
By Sue Carey, Leader 

There were three work parties during 
the month of May. We managed to walk 
through the entire 22 miles of Long 
Trail on our section, visited all six of 
our shelters, and completed some badly 
needed waterbar work. 

On 5 May, we walked through the sec- 
tion from the Upper Cold River Road to 
Wallingford Gulf. It was a pleasant 


sunny day and the walking was enjoyable. 
We ran into the usual blowdowns and 
clipper work but managed to get through 
it. 

On 1 1 May we worked on erosion con- 
trol on the section from Route 103 to 
Clarendon Gorge. This is a very short 
piece of trail, probably only 200 yards, 
but it is the most heavily trafficked in 
our section. We replaced waterbars and 
dug ditches. It was a hot day and we 
did an impressive amount of work, but 
more will have to be done, including 
major cribbing work next to the bridge 
abutments. You’ll be seeing more work 
parties scheduled for Clarendon Gorge. 

On 25 May the northern walk through 
was held. I drove a group of people 
with clippers and saws in hand up Kil- 
lington. Some went north and the rest 
went south. Another group put in some 
waterbars on the first half mile south 
of Sherburne Pass. The forecast called 
for a couple of showers and it turned 
into a chance of where you were. It 
showered north of Killington but the 
people described the weather as pleasant 
for working. 

Special thanks to everyone who came 
out for the work parties. It couldn’t 
have been done without you. 


BRISTOL NOTCH 

8 June 1991 

by Jerry Parker, Leader 

We got off to a good start and were 
at the camp by Gilmore Pond at 11:00. 
We took a short break at the pond and 
ate our lunch at the big rock overhang. 
The deerflies and mosquitoes decided on 
a change of menu from deer and moose to 
human blood. They were out in swarms so 
we didn’t enjoy a leisurely lunch. 

June is too late in the year to have 
a hike in the mountain with all the 
foliage and ferns three feet high and no 
beaten trail to follow. I got a little 
off track in this jungle. We were at 
the ridge where the airplane wreckage 
was. I have been up there several times 
in early spring or late fall, and it 
looked totally different with all the 
vegetation so overgrown. I guess we 
were not more than 50 yards from the 
site, but we didn’t locate the wreckage. 
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It was getting late, so we decided to 
start down. We came across the loggers 
camp with two woodstoves. By now the 
bugs were really bad, so we didn’t waste 
any time getting out. 

There were pink Lady Slippers bloom- 
ing in abundance. I guess we could say 
that was the highlight of this hike. We 
were glad to get back safely to our 
cars . 


MOUNT ASCUTNEY: UP THE WEATHERSFIELD 

TRAIL AND DOWN THE WINDSOR TRAIL 

15 June 1991 

by Herb Ogden, Leader 

After several attempts to have this 
excursion, foiled by things like ice 
storms, I finally succeeded. The 
weather did play a trick on us at the 
summit, where a thunderstorm chased us 
off the nice new observation tower. 
Luckily, Jerry Parker found us a rock 
overhang and nearby cave, where we 
stayed pretty dry in the downpour. 

The new Weathersf ield Trail is a 
beauty, and we all thought the Ascutney 
Trails Association deserved much praise 
for it. From the new parking lot, it 
heads gently uphill for a while, then 
ascends steeply to a smaller version of 
the Crystal Cascade. In this dry 
season, it had no water, and the Cascade 
was but a trickle. Uphill from the 
small cascade, the trailbuilders found a 
genuine flume, a long, squared-off cleft 
in the rocks left when weaker rock 
eroded. It is spectacular. So are the 
giant wood stairs just up the trail. 
The new trail then wends very pleasantly 
along a nearly level stretch with views 
to the south before coming to the Crys- 
tal Cascade, where we enjoyed lunch and 
a view. 

From the Cascade, the trail now stays 
to the east of the brook in a fine 
evergreen forest. It finally crosses 
the brook at about the "Halfway Brooks" 
and rejoins the old trail for the rest 
of the way. We stopped to admire Gus’s 
Lookout and deplore the theft of the 
Aldrich memorial plaque some years ago. 
We enjoyed the view from the West Peak 
and admired a huge hobblebush Ray 
Catozzi located. 

On the way down, Thor persuaded us to 


forego the Brownsville Rock view rather 
than suffer one of his bolts. We did 
stop at the Log Shelter and Gerry Falls 
while descending the Windsor Trail to 
end a pleasant outing. 



CHITTENDEN RESERVOIR RIDGE RAMBLE 

25 June 1991 

by Herb Ogden, Leader 

I wasn’t surprised to see only a 
small group show up for this 13 mile 
hike that I had labeled "difficult." 
Actually, the Forest Service had im- 
proved the LT so it was much better than 
I expected, but it was still a long day. 

We left our cars at the last new 
house on the New Boston Road, preferring 
not to leave parts of the cars farther 
on. The New Boston Trail had apparently 
been adopted by some very conscientious 
snowmobilers , and they have improved it 
with a fine new bridge. In what seemed 
like no time we were at David Logan 
Shelter . 

The Long Trail from there to the old 
Mendon - North Sherburne stage road had 
fresh paint blazes, some new erosion 
control work, and a generally much nicer 
aspect than anticipated. We liked the 
view by the former North Pond Trail 
junction and the later views of Chitten- 
den Reservoir and Lefferts Pond. 

After passing Rolston’s Rest Shelter, 
we got off the LT at the Elbow and took 
the old stage road down past the beaver 
ponds, now growing up to meadows in 
places. This is very pretty country. 

The hike ended with a surprise. The 
branch of the stage road that led from 
the beaver ponds to Wildcat, in Chitten- 
den, has been made passable! Had we 
known, we could have driven that part. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 

Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy 
water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Dis- 
tances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more infor- 
mation about a trip, please call the listed trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests 
are welcome! 

Sunday 4 August, 1 p.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208. 

THE BIGGEST ROCK IN SHREWSBURY. Easy 5 mi. hike. 

Saturday 10 August, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 775-2185. 

LONG TRAIL FROM BRANDON GAP TO MIDDLEBURY GAP. Moderate to difficult 10 mi. hike. 
See Mt. Horrid Cliff, go through Romance Gap, admire (and cool feet in?) Lake Pleiad. 

Saturday 18 August - Sunday 25 August. Contact: Rob & Sue Carey 446-2850. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB INTERSECTIONAL, MT. NORRIS BOY SCOUT CAMP, EDEN. Camp out with 
folks from the rest of the G.M.C. Daily and nightly activities. 

See May Long Trail News for details. 

Monday 26 August - Friday 50 August. Contact: Sue Carey 446-2850. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACE WORK PARTIES. See article elsewhere. 

Thursday 29 August, 6 p.m., Ogdens', 4 Emmett Ave., Rutland (on Pine Hill; first 
right off west end of State St. after Pierpoint Ave.) Contact: Sue Carey 446-2850. 
VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACE POTLUCK AND ENTERTAINMENT. Come share a dish and meet our 
Volunteers for Peace. (See article elsewhere.) Slide program afterward. 

Saturday 7 September, 9 a.m. (9:50 a.m. at Route 105.) Leader: Sue Carey 446-2850. 
SAVE THE LONG TRAIL WALKATHON. Route 140 (Wallingford Gulf) to Route 105, with stop 
at Minerva Hinchey Shelter. See Clarendon Gorge Suspension Bridge, Airport Lookout, 
Spring Lake Clearing and generally enjoy a 5 mi . moderate hike over pretty trail. 
See article for general Walkathon information. 

Saturday 14 September, 9 a.m. Leaders: Sue Thomas 775-2185 and Herb Ogden, Jr. 

(H) 775-1550, (W) 775-5568 

ANCIENT POST ROAD FROM NEW BOSTON PAST NORTH POND TO PITTSFIELD. This is part of our 
bicentennial celebration. The road shows up on a map from the 1790’s and had disap- 
peared from the map by 1869, but it’s still there, ascending eastward from near the 
Chittenden Reservoir, crossing the Long Trail, passing tiny, beautiful North Pond, 
and following Townshend Brook down into Pittsfield. 8 mi. moderate except one steep 
ascent to the ridge. 

Saturday 21 September, 1 p.m. (bring no lunch). Leader: Kit Davidson 275-2982. 

SECOND ANNUAL TACONIC MOUNTAINS RAMBLE. Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, 
mountain peaks with views north, south, east and west, a Japanese garden, and other 
goodies. Wine and cheese on the lawn afterward. Easy to moderate. Rain date is 
Sunday 22 September; call the leader if in doubt. 

Saturday 28 September, 8:50 a.m. Leader: Roma Pulling 775-6997. 

SHREWSBURY PEAK VIA BLACK SWAMP TRAIL. Beautiful woods road, stop at Newfound Shel- 
ter, built by the CCC, nice ascent up a peak with wonderful panorama. 6.2 mi. 
moderate to difficult. 

Thursday 5 October, 7 p.m. Contact: Linda Pellerin 775-7779. 

SCHEDULING MEETING at the Ogdens’, 4 Emmett Ave. (off west end of State St., on Pine 
Hill, Rutland City), 775-1550. Help us plan the next three months of outings. For 
Outings Committee and all others who are interested or even just curious. 
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Saturday 5 October, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185- 

BREADLOAF MOUNTAIN VIA SKYLIGHT POND TRAIL. See Skylight Pond, new camp there, and, 
of course, one of Vermont's major peaks. Pass the half-way point on the Long Trail, 
too. 7 mi. moderate. 

Sunday 13 October, 9:30 a.m. Leader: W.C. Scott 775-1494. 

MYSTERY HIKE. 4 mi. moderate walk to destination known only to the Leader. 

Sunday 20 October, 10:30 a.m. Leaders: Rob and Sue Carey 446-2830. 

ALDRICHVILLE. Hike to abandoned town in Wallingford along the Long Trail. Part of 
our bicentennial historical celebrations. 5 mi. moderate. 

Saturday 26 October, 10 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368. 

SIDE TRAIL WORK PARTY. Help prepare one of our side trails for winter by cleaning 
out waterbars and doing light maintenance . Views should be good with the leaves 

gone. Feel free to come along just for the hike if you don’t mind waiting while we 
play with waterbars, etc. 5-7 mi. moderate hike. 

Sunday 3 November, 10 a.m. Leader: Wally Rogers 468-3210. 

BALD MOUNTAIN - GALICK PRESERVE, WEST HAVEN. Includes interesting Nature Conservancy 
land in an out-of-the way corner of Vermont at the south end of Lake Champlain. 
Moderate . 

For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey, President RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Linda Pellerin, Vice-President 79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 773-7779 

Wally Rogers, Seer etary-Tr eas . RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


CLARENDON GORGE WORK PARTY 

29 June 1991 

by Sue Carey, Leader 

The 28th was hot and humid with tem- 
peratures in the nineties but Saturday 
was much cooler and less humid. Out 

original aim was the Clarendon Gorge 
bridge area. Earlier in the week I had 
made arrangements for a load of stones 
to be dropped there so we could fill in 
holes along the path and cover some 
spots that are badly eroded. Unfor- 
tunately the driver didn’t deliver the 
stones as planned. 

Of course there was plenty of other 
work to do. John Hughes and Bill 

Robichaud hiked south from Route 103 and 
did some minor rerouting. Chris Davis, 
Herb Ogden and i picked litter at 
Clarendon Gorge and then headed for 
Minerva Hinchey. 

Herb hiked north on the trail with a 
swizzle stick and practiced his golf 
swing [huh? — Ed.] on the weeds along 
the trail. Chris and I nailed flashing 
along the blinks to discourage the por- 
cupines, cleaned out the spring, fixed 
holes in the outhouse, and put in a new 


toilet seat. We also replaced the table 
with a new model and varnished it. 

Everyone met at the shelter for lunch 
and most of us called it a day then. 
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EVERY $6 BUYS ONE FOOT OF TRAIL AND $50 
EARNS A NEW PAIR OF SOCKS! 

by Sue Carey 

Yes, it’s true! You can help save 
the Long Trail and earn a new pair of 
socks at the same time. It’s the Save 
the Long Trail Hike-a-thon which is set 
for 7 September 1991. Our Section’s 
part is from Route 140 to Route 103- 
Just 5.1 easy miles. We need volunteers 
to get sponsors and donations, and 
others to help shuttle hikers. 

If your socks are worn and need 
replacing, you’ll want to raise enough 
donations for a new pair. Every hiker 
who raises $50 in pledges gets a free 
PAIR OF SOCKS ! But don’t be satisfied 
with just a pair of socks. By raising 
$100 you get a fanny pack. $250 brings 
you a Jansport Taos pack, $500 a day and 
a half pack, and, for the real go- 
getter, $1000 gets you a Big Frog Tent 
from North Face. Oh, yes, the fine 
print: everyone gets the socks but you 
only get one of the other prizes. 

So hurry and tell Rob or me that you 
want to participate in the hike-a-thon. 
Just remember that in order to get your 
SOCKS you have to raise $50 in pledges 
and register before 23 August. Call us 
today. We’ll rush you a pledge form so 
that you can start bugging your friends, 
neighbors, relatives, and co-workers 
about sponsoring you. Call 446-2830. 


VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACE WORK PARTY AND 
COVERED DISH SUPPER 
by Sue Carey 

During the week of 26 August a group 
of people from Volunteers for Peace will 
be working on the Long Trail. Volun- 
teers for Peace is an organization based 
in Belmont that sponsors workcamps 
around the globe. Some examples of 
their work include building a school in 
South America, working on the Dismas 
House in Rutland, an Environmental Cen- 
ter in Maine, various projects in 
Europe, and working at children’s camps 
in Russia. The Volunteers pay for their 
own transportation to and from the host 
country . 

The Volunteers will help us complete 
projects that aren't routinely done each 
year. This might include clearing and 
blazing side trails and doing stone work 


at Clarendon Gorge. They have people to 
head up the work parties, but I thought 
it would be nice to have some Killington 
Section members involved. If you are 
interested, call Sue Carey at 446-2830. 

Also, the Volunteers have asked us to 
put on a social activity. We have 
scheduled a covered dish party and slide 
show at Herb Ogden’s house at 4 Emmett 
Avenue in Rutland at 6 p.m. on Thursday 
29 August. Hamburgers, hot dogs and 
beverages will be provided. Bring 
another main dish, a side dish, or 
dessert to share. 


CHALLENGE COMPLETE AT LAST! 

by Roma Pulling 

After several people asked us if we 
hadn’t completed our project yet of 
photographing all the Long Trail shel- 
ters, we decided to finish it this 
spring. Before the leaves were fully 
developed, after which lighting in these 
wooded areas would not be as good, we 
made five trips north in six weeks and 
photographed the last eight shelters, 
including the new Corliss Camp. 

While visiting Corliss Camp, I hiked 
the Davis Neighborhood Trail to add to 
my list of side trails completed. The 
trail follows an old logging road and 
was not difficult except for being very 
muddy when we walked it in April. We 
were pleased to find Parker Camp, which 
we heard was going to be dismantled last 
summer, still standing and in use. It 
was like visiting an old friend, as we 
had camped there in 1983 on a backpack- 
ing trip from the Johnson-Waterville 
Road to Route 118. 

The other seven shelters were ap- 
proached via the Long Trail. Our 
greatest effort was our last hike, from 
lake Mansfield to Puffer Shelter and 
back, ten miles over rugged terrain. As 
I don’t attempt that much frequently 
these days, I wondered what effect it 
would have on me, but I pulled through 
and even had enough strength to do a 
walk-a-thon the next day. The hob- 
blebush grew beside the trail all the 
way and was incredibly beautiful. 

So, what will our next project in- 
volve? Perhaps we will hike more side 
trails and add some segments to our 
coverage of the Appalachian Trail. Keep 
tuned. 
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HOW WE STACK UP: Below is the G.M.C. membership as of 15 March 1991 . 


Voting Total Indiv ♦ 


Section 

Members 

Memberships 

Indiv. 

Fami ly 

Sponser 

Defend. 

Li fe 

Life 

Jr. 

Group 

3usin. 

AT LARGE 

2629 

2209 

1372 

431 

0 

0 

3 

293 

12 

38 

10 

3ENNINGTCN 

146 

124 

97 

24 

0 

a 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3RATTLE3CRO 

145 

116 

35 

29 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3READ LOAF 

144 

111 

66 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

BURLINGTON 

472 

373 

235 

36 

1 

4 

1 

46 

0 

1 

0 

CONNECTICUT 

141 

120 

90 

27 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

XILLINGTCN 

117 

99 

67 

14 

0 

0 

3 

14 

1 

0 

0 

LARAUAY 

56 

44 

29 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

a 

MANCHESTER 

71 

49 

27 

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MONTPELIER 

267 

220 

173 

47 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NEW YORK 

287 

238 

185 

34 

0 

0 

3 

116 

0 

0 

0 

QTTAUC'JECHEE 

223 

178 

119 

57 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

PIONEER VALLEY 

102 

79 

52 

24 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

STERLING 

75 

54 

49 

12 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

WORCESTER 

174 

125 

54 

44 

0 

0 

2 

25 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

5159 

4249 

2700 

956 

1 

4 

13 

502 

22 

41 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB PRESIDENT THANKS 
KILLINGTON SECTION FOR $1000 DONATION 

Herb Ogden, Jr., G.M.C. director, 
received the following after the Kil- 
lington Section Annual Meeting: 


DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD S&BS? 

To recycle a Smoke & Blazes , leave it in 
the waiting room of an office, where it 
will introduce others to our section. 


April 19, 1991 

Dear Herb: 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
attend the Killington Section’s Annual 
Meeting on Saturday. It was good to 
chat with folks from the Section and 
have a chance to bring everyone up to 
date on the Killington/Pico situation. 
I'm pleased that the central Club and 
the Killington Section have been able to 
work so closely on this issue. 

I also thank you all for the 
generous donation of $1000 to help 
defray the costs associated with media- 
tion and Act 250 in the Killington mat- 
ter. We do need your support if we are 
continue our effort to protect the LT/AT 
across the Coolidge Range. The Sec- 
tions’ donation demonstrates that the 
Killington Section is truly committed to 
the Long Trail. 

Please pass my thanks along to your 
members . 



Regards , 

Brian T. Fitzgerald 
President 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
BY-LAWS 


(Including amendments ratified at 1991 Annual Meeting) 

1. The purposes of the Killington Section of the G.M.C. shall be to maintain that 
part of the Long Trail, along with side trails and shelters which it agrees to main- 
tain for the G.M.C. ; to encourage proper trail and shelter use throughout its section 
of the Long Trail; and to arrange for group hikes and other social and appropriate 
activities. 

2. Membership in the Killington Section is open to anyone who supports the 
purposes of the Killington Section and pays the annual dues. All voting members 
shall be at least 18 years old. 

3. The Killington Section shall conduct all activities without prejudice in regard 
to race, gender, religion, national origin, or sexual preference. We shall encourage 
persons with disabilities to participate according to their limitations. 

4. The activities of the section shall be managed by a Board of Directors, con- 
sisting of nine members. The Directors shall be nominated from the floor and 
elected at the Annual Meeting. 

5. The terms of office of the Directors shall be three years, with three Directors 
elected each year. A Director who has served two full consecutive terms may not 
be re-elected until one year has passed. 

6. The absence of a Director from two consecutive meetings of the Board, 
without a valid reason accepted by the Board, shall terminate membership on the 
Board and create a vacancy. Vacancies on the Board, created thus or through 
resignation, may be filled by a majority vote of the remaining Directors, subject to 
approval of the Section at the next Annual Meeting. 

7. Officers shall be elected by the Directors from among their number at the 
first meeting of the Board following the Annual Meeting. They shall consist of a 
President, Vice-president, Secretary, and Treasurer, with the last two being com- 
bined if found desirable. The term of office shall be one year. 

8. Whenever necessary, the Directors shall elect, preferably from their number, 
G.M.C. Directors and alternate Directors as allocated by the G.M.C. By-laws. The 
Directors may at their discretion elect G.M.C. Directors and alternates from the 
general Section membership. 

9. The By-laws may be amended by the affirmative vote of seven Directors, , 
effective upon ratification by a two-thirds vote of those Section members who at- 
tend an Annual or Special Meeting, following a notice of at least two weeks. 

10. The Board shall meet at least twice a year, upon the call of the President or 
at the request of three or more Directors. A quorum for all business of the Board 
shall be a majority of the total number of Directors. 


-1 - 


11. A quorum for all business of the Section shall be one-tenth of those mem- 
bers eligible to vote. 

12. The Annual Meeting shall be held no later than the end of April to nominate 
and to elect Directors, hear reports of the Officers and G.M.C. Director(s), plan for 
the coming year, and transact any other appropriate business. 

13. Within fourteen days after a vote of a majority of the Directors or a petition 
of ten per cent of the members, the President shall set the date of a Special Meet- 
ing of the Section and give at least fourteen days notice, with an agenda, to all 
members. 

14. Annual dues, to cover the G.M.C. assessment, trail and shelter work, social 
and other appropriate activities including publication of a newsletter, shall be set 
by the Board of Directors, subject to approval by a majority of those present at an 
Annual or Special Meeting. 

15. If the Section is dissolved or otherwise ceases to function, all of its 
property of every kind shall pass to the Green Mountain Club, Inc., or the G.M.C.’s 
designated successor. 


END 


THE TIME TO SAVE THE LONG TRAIL IS NOW! 



WITH YOUR HELP THE LONG TRAIL WILL BE 
PROTECTED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS! 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly). 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 


Adult 

$14.00 



Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 


Junior (under 18) 

2.50 



Family Junior 

1.00 



Senior (over 65) 

7.00 



Life 

200.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like 

to make 

a contribution of $ 

to the Kirk Trails and 


Shelters Fund. 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined 
the Killington Section during last year, the month of joining is on the label to the 
right of your name. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 


Club 



sPsoC 



TO: 


W Rogers and D Gartlein 91 
RR 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 
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MYSTERY HISTORY HIKE 

7 July 1991 

by Roma Pulling, Co-Leader 

Those who expected Churchill to 
report on this are already disappointed. 
He was kind enough to change hikes with 
A1 and me when a conflict developed on 
our original hike date (July 13). Then 
the Clarendon Shelter cookout scheduled 
for that date was rained out. Our 
"mystery history" hike nearly suffered 
the same fate. 

Six hikers left Main Street Park, but 
only five arrived at our parking spot at 
Big Branch. One had correctly forecast 
stormy weather and returned home. By 
the time we were ready to take the Long 
Trail south we had picked up four more 
hikers in the parking area by prear- 
rangement and were hiking in light rain, 
which gradually increased until at Big 
Branch Shelter we took refuge from a 
heavy downpour. This continued for over 
half an hour, accompanied by thunder and 
lightning which seemed to strike in our 
immediate vicinity. As long as we were 
inside, looking out, it was almost en- 
joyable. 

My purpose in hiking in the Big 
Branch area was to explore the history 
of S. L. Griffith’s lumber empire. 
Griffith became "Vermont’s first mil- 
lionaire" with saw mills and charcoal 
kilns in Danby and Mt. Tabor. The sec- 
tion of Mt. Tabor into which we hiked 
was once known as Mill Glen. When the 
storm abated, we followed the trail a 
short distance to explore the site of a 
Griffith mill and waterwheel. If walk- 
ing conditions had been drier, I planned 
to bushwhack into the woods to Greeley 
Cemetery. The history of Mt. Tabor 
tells of Griffith buying the "Greeley 
Mill." I like to think there is a con- 


nection. From there we would have gone 
south on the trail to Old Job, site of 
timber operations in the past and of an 
enormous sawdust pile. But as bushwhack- 
ing would have been like taking a 
shower, we stopped at the suspension 
bridge and turned back. The trail, 
which had been crossed by one stream on 
the way in, was now interrupted in a 
dozen places by runoff, some of it fast 
and deep. 

On the way home three of us stopped 
at Griffith’s grave in Danby ’s Scotts- 
ville cemetery and admired his house, 
now an inn and restaurant in Danby. 

PLEASE SEND DUES TO TREASURER 
WALLY ROGERS BY YEAR’S END! 


THE BIGGEST ROCK IN SHREWSBURY 

4 August 1991 

by Jerry Parker, Leader 

We parked at the picnic area on the 
CCC Road. Fourteen hikers and two dogs 
proceeded a short distance down the road 
until we came to a logging road which we 
followed, stopping to pick raspberries. 

We then turned off onto a snowmobile 
trail. We found a toad which kept five 
children happy. A little while later we 
came to the so-called "Biggest Rock in 
Shrewsbury." Some of us and the 
children climbed a makeshift ladder to 
the top, which made me a little uneasy 
with a 25 foot sheer drop on the back 
side of the rock. 

We decided to take a different route 
down so we bushwhacked a short distance 
until we came to the Shrewsbury Peak 
Trail. It was a little steeper and 
rockier, but slowly we made our way down 
and got back safely to our cars. 




VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACE 

26 - 29 August 1991 

by Sue Carey, Trails & Shelters Chair 

There always seems to be some work to 
do on our section of trail. So when the 
Volunteers for Peace showed an interest 
in working on the Long Trail, I was en- 
thused. The Volunteers for Peace is an 
organization that does volunteer work on 
projects located around the world. The 
volunteers pay their own traveling ex- 
penses and usually are housed and fed by 
the Volunteers for Peace. 

They helped us on three different 
days. During two days at Clarendon 
Gorge, they put in new water bars and 
replaced some that had been vandalized, 
did some reblazing, and finished a minor 
reroute around a wet section. 

Helping on the work parties were 
Gemma from Philadelphia, Peter from Ger- 
many, Elena from France, and Vladimir, 
Vladimir and Victor from Siberia. The 
three Russians were very good at cutting 
away blowdowns with hand saws. In fact 
the three of them could cut away a tree 
faster than one person with a chain saw. 
They pointed out to me that the saw they 
were using had broken teeth and couldn’t 
be tightened. That was embarrassing. 
I’ll have to work on tool maintenance. 
Even with a poor quality saw, they did a 
good job. 

On Wednesday Sue Thomas took them 
trail clearing on the Bucklin Trail. 
This must have worn them out because 
they refused to work the next day. They 
also were impressed with the view from 
Killington Peak. 

On Thursday we had a pot luck supper 
at Herb Ogden’s house. This gave us a 
chance to socialize and learn more about 
what they thought about Vermont. We 
also learned that Gemma and Vladimir 
were planning on getting married and 
moving to Siberia. We wish them luck! 


EDITORIAL AND WORD-PROCESSING HELP 
URGENTLY NEEDED TO CONTINUE PUBLISHING 
SMOKE & BLAZES 

Editor Herb Ogden has urgently requested 
help in editing our Section’s quarterly 
newsletter. Ideally, we need someone 
who can use WordPerfect. Please call 
775-1350 evenings or 775-3368 days. 


HIKE-A-THON 

7 September 1991 

by Sue Carey, Section Leader 

The Hike-a-thon was very successful. 
We raised $519 for the Long Trail 
Protection Fund. This will buy, on the 
average, two acres of land for trail 
protection. Also, several people who 
came out hiking with us enjoyed it so 
much that they joined our Section. 

We met at the park at 9 a.m. , then 
regrouped at Clarendon Gorge at 9:30. 
What a nice day for a hike — cool and 
sunny. The hikers were shuttled to Bear 
Mountain Road and started hiking north. 

Rob and Seth Carey manned the snack 
stand at Minerva Hinchey Shelter. We 
had the usual hot beverages plus soda, 
water and lemonade. Also, there was 
soup, cheese and crackers, and numerous 
desserts — quite a spread. 

We regrouped at the shelter, lunched, 
then headed north again. Rob and Seth 
were ready to start packing when a group 
of Massachusetts Boy Scouts also on the 
hike-a-thon appeared. They helped 
finish the leftovers. 

Mara and I lagged behind the group. 
When she started to ask "how much fur- 
ther is it?" I taught her fractions — 
Va, Yi, % of the way. Everyone got back 
safely and at least three new people 
have joined the club since the hike. 


GREENE ROAD, CHITTENDEN TO PITTSFIELD 

14 September 1991 
by Sue Thomas, Co-Leader 

Sometimes accidents result in happy 
discoveries. A couple of years ago, 
while hiking around Chittenden, I got 
lost. I didn’t know how lost till I 
emerged on Route 100 in Pittsfield. 
Though I was far from pleased at the 
time and staggered back to my car after 
dark, I had inadvertently stumbled onto 
an old way called the Greene Road, which 
in the early 1800s was the only local 
way over the Green Mountains. By read- 
ing Chittenden’s history and talking to 
several members of its historical 

society I learned that it had originally 
been an Indian trail. It passed across 
German Hill and through the New Boston 
continued on p. 3 
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GREENE ROAD, continued from p. 2 

area, then by a mill and Greene’s Tavern 
before heading up to North Pond. 

It seemed an appropriate hike for the 
bicentennial year but, due to the logis- 
tics of spotting cars as far apart as 
Chittenden and Pittsfield, I was reluc- 
tant till Herb Ogden offered to co-lead. 
That way he could share the blame if we 
had more hikers than cars, which is ex- 
actly what happened when sixteen people 
came ! 

We had beautiful weather, and set out 
from Mountain Top Inn on the relatively 
flat portion of the hike. After a brief 
stop at New Boston to discuss the his- 
tory of the area (we were fortunate to 
have Jean and Charlie Davies along from 
the Pittsford Historical Society), we 
continued on and soon began the rather 
vicious climb up the ridge. Our group 
ranged from two teenagers to hikers in 
their mid-seventies, and I’m happy to 
report that everyone made it, and 
remarkably cheerfully! I’m not happy to 
report that two weeks before we got 
there loggers bulldozed through the area 
so that it bears little resemblance to 
the quaint old road I got lost on. 

Everyone was relieved after the climb 
to reach North Pond, where we stopped 
for lunch amid lots of moose tracks. 
After lunch we meandered down the other 
side of the ridge, where Jerry spotted 
bear claw marks on a beech tree and some 
moose hair on an overhanging limb. The 
only after-lunch challenge was getting 
all sixteen of us in two vehicles. By 
squooshing nine into Ray’s we were able 
to do it — not very comfortably, but it 
worked. 

One postscript: Jean called to say 
that she and Charlie went back later and 
she counted "thank-you-mar ms" on the way 
up to the pond. I’ve unfortunately lost 
the paper I wrote the exact number on, 
but she explained to me that a "thank- 
you-marm" is a level space long enough 
to accommodate a horse and wagon on the 
way up a hill. Thanks, Jean, for my new 
fact for the day! 


SECOND ANNUAL TACONIC MOUNTAINS RAMBLE 

21 September 1991 
Kit Davidson, Leader 
by Linda Pellerin 

The older children said it was their 
best hike ever and Jerry’s nephew Ross 
can’t wait to go back, so I would say 
Kit's delightful scenic hike was a great 
success . 

Thirty-two of us started out under a 
bright blue sky to hike about three 
miles and enjoy views in every direc- 
tion. Everyone marveled over Kit’s man 
made waterfall and Japanese type garden. 

I led a small group back the "escape 
route" that Kit sent us on, not knowing 
the steers would be in the pasture. The 
children kept mooing as the steers mooed 
back. You can imagine my surprise when 
a large number of horned bovines came 
charging through the woods toward us. 
Luckily they were called back by another 
steer. They stood glaring at us as I 
ran to get over the barbed wire fence, 
not exactly your fearless leader. 

Once we reached Kit's trailer, we 
helped ourselves to drinks, cheese and 
crackers, compliments of our generous 
host. Our sincere thanks to Kit. 


SHREWSBURY PEAK TRAIL 

28 September 1991 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

The climb up the Black Swamp Trail 
was pleasant and the view from 
Shrewsbury Peak superb, but my goal for 
this hike was to complete the Shrewsbury 
Peak Trail from the summit to where it 
intersects the Long Trail. This we did. 

On a cool day of mixed sunshine and 
clouds, eight people met at the park, 
more than I expected at the designated 
hour of 8:30. We met two more hikers at 
the foot of the mountain. 

The Black Swamp Trail is a shorter 
alternative to the Shrewsbury Peak 
Trail, with a steady but moderate ascent 
to a point just north of the peak. On 
the way we visited Shrewsbury Peak Shel- 
ter, or, as we like to call it. Newfound 
Shelter, a log leanto for about six 
hikers, on a short side trail. From 
here Margaret Henkel showed us a direct 
continued on p. 4 
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SHREWSBURY PEAK, continued from p.3 

route back to the main trail, eliminat- 
ing any backtracking. We were soon on 
the summit, admiring views of Mt. Ascut- 
ney and Mt. Monadnock in the far dis- 
tance. From here three hikers returned 
to their cars, using the Shrewsbury Peak 
Trail to the former Northam Picnic 
Pavilion site, where with foresight we 
had spotted two cars. 

The rest of us continued north on the 
Shrewsbury Peak Trail. We were for- 
tunate to have a director from Farm and 
Wilderness Camps, David Martin, with us, 
who could set the leader straight when- 
ever she strayed from the trail! It was 
actually very well defined and had been 
cleared this past summer by workers from 
the Farm and Wilderness Camps. I was 
pleased to find this part of the trail 
in such good condition after having been 
warned on two occasions that it was dif- 
ficult to follow and obstructed by blow- 
downs. On the way we ate lunch on a 
nordic ski trail before completing the 
trail at the site of the former Tamarack 
Shelter, removed in 1984. David Martin 
assured us that his workers were ready 
and willing to build a replacement for 
Tamarack as soon as a location has been 
determined. 

From this point we returned to our 
cars the way we had come. On reaching 
the ski trail where we had lunched, I 
was surprised to see two cyclists pedal- 
ing along it. We met four other hikers 
on the trail, and two more arrived at 
the trailhead as we left for home. The 
drive was a delight due to the colored 
foliage, which seemed to be at its peak 
at that elevation. 


MYSTERY HIKE, GLEN LAKE AREA 

13 October 1991 

by Walter Churchill Scott, Leader 

On a perfect October day our section 
had its quarterly mystery hike and to 
tell the truth even the leader was not 
sure where to go. 

At 9:30 Ed Riley was there; a couple 
of minutes later Bernie Donahue arrived. 
Then six members of the Telemark Ski 
Club, located in Pittsford, joined us 
after calling Saturday evening to con- 


firm our walk. 

The whole group looked pretty fit, so 
we chose to visit the Glen Lake area. 
Leaving the boat launching area, we 
walked along the Moscow Road, then cut 
off onto a woodroad going over the 
causeway at the north end of Glen Lake. 

Next we took a short side trip to 
Said Pond, a Soil Conservation project 
of 1930-40. A pretty spot and nearby in 
one of the clearings we heard acid saw 
some geese going south for the winter. 

As we went on uphill and swinging 
around to the west side of the lake, we 
made the usual one mistake as always, by 
turning west for about five minutes. 
Realizing our error, we turned around, 
got on the correct trail, and soon came 
to the overlook. 

At this point, as long as most of us 
had not brought a lunch, we decided to 
return via the blazed trail which skirts 
the lake most of the way, rather than 
continue around the lake, hitting Scotch 
Hill Road and returning to our cars. 

A new dam is being built at Glen Lake 
that results in high water. We were 
able to walk along the shore. Ed 
pointed out some mussels to us, plus a 
number of other interesting sights. 

It was a pleasure to have the folks 
from the Telemark Ski Club with us, and 
we are sure to send a new schedule to 
them in hopes hey will join us again. 


Smoke 4 Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Production and 

Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi 4 Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 4 JANUARY 1992 PLEASE!!! 


Smoke 4 Blazes welcomes not only reports 
of Section hikes but also letters and 
reports of your own unusual excursions. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Outing Schedule 

Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy 
water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Dis- 
tances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more infor- 
mation about a trip, please call the listed trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests 
are welcome! 


Saturday 9 Nov., 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368. 

PICO BUSHWHACK. Hike the Long Trail from Sherburne Pass to a little south of Pico 
Camp, then follow the flagged — but not cleared — "West Ridge Route" to Route 4 
proposed by Killington/Pico as a way to avoid contact between the trail and the ski 
areas. Some interesting vistas and natural features. About tVi mi. Moderate on the 
L.T., but difficult on the bushwhack. 

Thursday 21 Nov., 7 p.m. President: Rob Carey 446-2830. 

KILLINGTON SECTION DIRECTORS MEETING at Linda Pellerin’s, 79 East Street, Rutland 
(773-7779) • 

Saturday 23 Nov., 5 p.m. Leader: Linda Pellerin 773-7779. 

POTLUCK SUPPER at Unitarian-Universalist Church, 117 West St., Rutland. Program: 
Useful and Edible Wild Plants, by Jean Davies (slides and tasting). 

Saturday 7 Dec., 1 p.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185. 

SHERBURNE PASS TO GIFFORD WOODS on Vt. Route 100, past Ben’s Balcony view north to 
Pico. 1.7 mi. moderate, with a few steep places. 

Sunday 15 Dec., 9 a.m. Leader: Jean Davies 483-6623. 

TRAILS AT CAMP BETSY COX AND CAMP SAGAMOND, PITTSFORD. Hiking, cross country skiing, 
or snowshoeing on old logging roads and hiking trails. Lunchtime fire. Up to 4 mi. 
easy or moderate. 

Saturday 21 Dec., 6:30 p.m. Leaders: Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830. 

WINTER SOLSTICE MOONLIGHT HIKE in Little Red Schoolhouse area, Wallingford. 1 mi. 
easy. 

Thursday 2 Jan. 1992, 7 p.m. Co-chairs: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 and 

Herb Ogden (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368. 

OTTTTNGS COMMITTEE SCHEDULING MEETING at Linda Pellerin’s, 79 East St., Rutland. Help 
us plan the next three months of outings. For Outings Committee and all others who 
are interested. Refreshments. 

Sunday 5 Jan., 9:30 a.m. Leader: Bernie Donahue 773-7462. 

OLD ROARING BROOK ROAD, SHREWSBURY. Original road from North Shrewsbury to Plymouth 
Union. Cross country ski, snowshoe, or walk. About 3 mi. moderate. 

Sunday 12 Jan., 10 a.m. Leader: W. C. Scott 775-1494. 

GLEN DAM, RUTLAND TOWN. Cross country ski up to the dam; cocoa and coffee afterward. 
2 mi. easy. 

Sunday 19 Jan., 1 p.m. Leaders: Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830. 

ELFIN LAKE, WALLINGFORD. Skating party. Call leaders for alternative rink location 
if weather prevents use of the lake. 


continued on p. 6 


Saturday 25 Jan., 10:30 a.m. Leaders: Roma & A1 Pulling 773-6997. 

OLD ROAD IN BRANDON. Ski, snowshoe , or hike. \Vi mi. easy. 

Saturday 1 Feb., 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden (H)775-1350, (V)775-3368. 

CARYL BROOK TRAIL AROUND THOUSAND ACRE HILL TO MICHIGAN. Despite that last name, 
this is all in Pittsfield and Chittenden. We will follow old and new logging roads 
that have probably been snowmobiled, into a beautiful and remote area. For inter- 
mediate or expert cross country skiers; on the long downhill at the end, walkers and 
snowshoers will not be able to keep up, and the leader will not be responsible for 
them. 8 mi. moderate. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey, President RFD 1 , Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Linda Pellerin, Vice-President 79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 773-7779 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas . RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


CANTY TRAIL WORK PARTY 

26 October 1991 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

I think this was the best turnout for 
a side trail work party in the last six 
years. A half-dozen people spent a 
pretty fall day on the trail up Blue 
Ridge Mountain. We completely cleared 
it, dug out old waterbars, and put in a 
dozen or so new ones. The trail needs 
more than that, especially on the middle 
third, but some of the needed drainage 
on the old woodroad entails major 
earthmoving. It’s not perfect yet, but 
it’s in the best shape it’s been in for 
about the last decade. 

We stopped for lunch at the falls, a 
very pretty place with a view. Farther 
up, we noted where Churchill Scott said 
the old Hellebore Trail went north of 
the brook. It used to cross the Old 
Turnpike Road and hit the Long Trail 
near where Tucker Lodge once stood, now 
at the edge of the Robinwood develop- 
ment. Churchill recalled the Hellebore 
Trail once had a branch north to the 
Wildcat Road in Chittenden, but the top 
part of this has disappeared and even 
the bottom is hard to find. 

This seems to be a very popular 
trail. We met a dozen or so hikers. We 
hope the bottom part, across Craigue 
Perkins’s Tall Timbers Camp land, will 
remain open to the hiking public despite 
the many new survey flags we saw. (The 
top part is Green Mountain National 
Forest.) We also talked about extending 
the trail to the middle summit of Blue 
Ridge, which has a nice view over the 
south summit and Pico. 


KILLINGTON, LTD., PICO PEAK SKI RESORT, 
AND THE LONG AND APPALACHIAN TRAILS 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Some may recall that, back last 
winter when Killington, Ltd. still had 
an agreement to buy the Pico ski area, 
these ski areas signed a well-publicized 
agreement with the Green Mountain Club 
and other trail and environmental 
groups. This was the result of many 
mediation sessions that began in the 
summer of 1990. Under the agreement, 
some 4,000 acres west of the Coolidge 
Range was to remain undeveloped. In ex- 
change, the G.M.C. and others agreed 
that Killington/Pico would not be op- 
posed in their application for an Act 
250 permit to link their ski areas with 
a few lifts and trails, mostly just 
south of Pico Camp. Pico Camp lay in 
the way of two ski trails and was to be 
moved at least partly at the ski areas’ 
expense. The parties agreed to disagree 
about ski development along the LT be- 
tween Pico Camp and Sherburne Pass. 

The Green Mountain Club and the Ap- 
palachian Trail Conference have appealed 
the Act 250 permit granted this summer 
because it does not make clear whether 
the mediated agreement is a condition of 
the permit. In other words, the permit 
may allow Killington or Pico to build 
the connector trails, plus trails over 
part of the Long Trail between Pico Camp 
and Sherburne Pass, without giving up 
development west of the Coolidge Range. 
The Green Mountain Club also opposes the 
new lifts and trails that the permit 
would let Pico or Killington build be- 
tween Pico Camp and Sherburne Pass. 
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GENEROSITY OR OBLIGATION? 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Members may be interested to compare 
the following excerpts from deeds to 
parts of the land between Sherburne Pass 
and Killington Peak traversed by the 
Long Trail, with Killington, Ltd.’s 
propaganda about being there first and 
allowing the Trail to cross its land 
through sheer generosity. Nevertheless, 
note that the deeds do not cover all the 
land in question and do not create a 
protected corridor. The deeds are (1) 
Mortimer Proctor to Pico Peak, Inc., 7 
May 1948, (2) Vermont Marble Co. to Pico 
Peak, Inc., 23 November 1946, (3) Ver- 

mont Marble Co. to State of Vermont, 29 
December 1945, and (4) Vermont Marble 
Co. to Green Mountain Club, Inc., 22 
January 1945- 


Killington has argued in the Act 
250 proceedings that these conditions 
mean only that the Long Trail has the 
right to go somewhere over these lands. 
If, however, Killington is wrong (as I 
think), we have the right to use the 
trail unless we move it. Moreover, the 
deeds say nothing about summer use only. 
Do hikers have the right to use this 
route in winter, too? If so, what ef- 
fect would an exercise of that right 
have? Would skiers enjoy avoiding 
hikers or snowshoers who moved slowly 
across the ski trails? What would this 
situation do to a ski area’s liability 
insurance premiums? This was not an 
issue before Killington began to run 
Pico and made plans to build ski lifts 
and trails on a substantial part of the 
Long Trail. 
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killington 

MEMBERSHIP LIST — 1991 

Allard .Daniel and Darrel, 
Bump Road , Box 260A 
Clarendon, VT 05759 

Althof f ,0tto , 

P.0. Box 554 
Middlebury , VT 05753 

Badger .Robert L., 

16 Grant Street 
Potsdam, NY 13676 

Barber, David and Audrey, 

16 Ballou Road 
Hopedale, MA 01747 

Bassett .Marcia , 

RR 1 , Box 1001 
Pittsford, VT 05763 

Bell .Mike , 

Castleton Health Associates 
Castleton, VT 05735 

Brzoza .Bruno , 

RR 1 , Box 518 D 
Ludlow, VT 05149 

Burrows .William and Mary, 

41 Beman Street 
Poultney, VT 05764 

Carey , Rob .Sue , Mara , Seth , 

RR 1 , Box 340 
Wallingford, VT 05773 

Catozzi .Raymond , 

103 Bellevue Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Charland .Rachael , 

South Third Street Apt. 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 

Char les .Dennis , Corey, an, 
RR 3, Box 8002 
Mendon, VT 05701 

Conlon, Diana and George, 

9 Sunset Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Coton, James and Deborah, 

RR 1, Box 173 
Cuttingsville , VT 05738 

Darrow .Robert P., 

RR 2, Box 7562 
Rutland, VT 05701 


SECTION GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Davidson ,Ki t , 

P .0 .Box 537 
Castleton, VT 05735 

Davies , Jean , 

Box 37 

Pittsford, VT 05763 

Deinzer .Sally .Walter , Jay , , 

RR 2, Box 291 

North Clarendon, VT 05759 

Dicton , Sr , Joe , 

RR 1 , Box 3999-3 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Donahue .Bernie , 

50 Edgerton Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Drumm .Sarah S . , 

79 Main Street, # 6 
Ludlow, VT 05149 

Estes , Jim , 

56 South Main Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Ferraro, Michael , 

95a Frisby Hill Road 
Castleton, VT 05735 

Florez a k , Benjamin , 

P .0 .Box 446 
Cavendish, VT 05142 

Frink, Mrs. Helen E., 

10 Elm Street 
Randolph, VT 05060 

Garf inkel , Bernard and Maxin 
PO Box 135 

Wallingford, VT 05773 
606 

Gartlein.W Rogers and D, 

RR 1 , Box 363 
Castleton, VT 05735 

Gibbud .Ruth , 

Drake Road 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 

Griff in , James E., 

81 Lincoln Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Hawley , Irene , Ira , and Lo, 

RR 3, Box 7264 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Heaton, David K, 

RR 1 , Box 3485 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Heyl .Phillip J , 
COMLANTAREAC AP ) , Bldg 125 
Govis, NY 10004 

Hickey .Margaret , 

33 South Street 
Proctor, VT 05765 

Hughes, John and Emma, 

18 Ronaldo Court 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Johnson , Phil , 

RR 2, Box 1690 
Poultney, VT 05764 

Johnson .Willard M., 

RR 4, Box 251 
Abilene, KS 67410 

Kapitan .Therese , 

99 Thrall Avenue 
West Rutland, VT 05777 

Katz ,Deana R . , 

159 Forest Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Klein .Wally , 

68 Selma Court 
Weatogue, CT 06089 

Knox, Kent Yucel & Tams, 

P 0 Box 62 

Chittenden, VT 05737 

LaPenna ,Nina , 

16 Garden Street 
Proctor , VT 05765 

, Lord, Robert and Mary B, 

RR 2, Box 2086-1 
Brandon, VT 05733 

Loseby .Mary F . , 

23 Ronaldo Court 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Martin, John and Janet, 

7 Curtis Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Maynes .Barbara , 

4 Dartmouth Street 
1 Rutland, VT 05701 

Meany .Marjorie V., 

300 N. Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Michel , Kathy , 

65 Wall Street 
• Springfield, VT 05156 


Miller , Helen A . , 

29 Mount Vernon Street 
Springfield, VT 05056 

Nelson .Harry , 

P.0. Box 48 
Middlebury, VT 05753 

Nelson ,Sue , 

Box 64 

Forestdale, VT 05745 

Newton .Doris , 

26 Boutwell Road 
Andover , MA 01810 

Oldenburg .Sally V., 

RR 3, Box 4635 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Par ker .Gerald , 

RR 1 , Box 586 
Cuttingsville , VT 05738 

Partridge .Sanborn , 

62 Ormsbee Avenue 
Proctor , VT 05765 

Pellerin .Linda L, 

79 East Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Per kins .Robert and Thelma 
4812 Lebanon Road 
Charlotte, NC 28212 

Per kins ,Vera A . , 

242 S. Main Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Proulx .Dennis , 

PO Box 1102 
Castleton , VT 05735 

Pulling .Roma , 

RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Pulling .Steve , 

RR 1 , Box 3425-3 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rabe, Norman and Kathry, 

RR 1, Box 593 
Wallingford, VT 05773 

Robichaud , Wi 1 1 iam T., 

P 0 Box 457 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Ruppe .John , 

RR 1 , Box 527 
Ludlow. VT 05149 


Russell .Miss Ellen, 

21a Venturi Green, LCCR 
North Providence, RI 02904 

Schmidt, Carl and Nancy, 
1651 Clayburn Circle 
Cincinnati, OH 45240 

Scott , W . C . , 

RR 3, Box 4869 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Sessock , Joe , 

P.0. Box 166 
Bomoseen, VT 05732 

Shattuck ,Ted , 

69 Allen Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Sheldon .Marilyn , 

RR 1, Box 2145 

West Rutland, VT 05777 

Sherman, Jake .Deborah ,Rebe , 
48 Morse Place 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Sibley .John , 

Keiffer Road 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Sickley ,Ted , 

RFD, Box 292 
Danby, VT 05739 

Sugarman .Nancy , 

199 Mussey Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Swanson .Ernie, Tim .Andrew , , 
RR 2, Box 8531 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Thibault .Barbara , 

358 62nd Street 
Newport Beach, CA 92663 

Thomas, H. Ogden, Jr. & C, 

4 Emmett Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Thomas ,Sue , 

27 Clinton Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Tinker .Patricia , 

10 Seabury Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Vale, Robert and Ann, 

P.0. Box 1565 

Cast-lpt-nn UT 


Welch .Timothy , 

P.0. Box 35 

Center Rutland, VT 05736 

Weston .Wilbur F . , 

202 Skyland Drive, Apt 1] 
Smithf ield , NC 27577 

Williamson .Dot , 

HCR #65, Box 3B 
Pittsfield, VT 05762 

Wright, David P, 

P.0. Box 1001 

Middleton Springs, VT 057 

Wright .William G . , 

Rt 100, P.0. Box 64 
Plymouth, VT 05056 

Young .Donald R . , 

145 Main 

Ludlow, VT 05149 


KILLINGTON SECTION, 
APPLICATION FOR 


GREEN MT. CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1 .00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

200.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund. 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined 
the Killington Section during last year, the month of joining is on the label to the 
right of your name. From your 1992 dues (due on 31 Dec. 1991), you may deduct 50_ 
for each month in 1991 during which you were ©FONT MX9B;not yet a member. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Cast leton VT 05735 


TO: 


Printed on recycled paper. 


Smoke & Blazes 


Newsletter of the Killington Section, 
Green Mountain Club 


1954 

1962 

1975 

1983 

1991 

2001 

Date 


Binder #1 1948 - 

Binder #2 1955 - 

Binder #3 1963 - 

Binder #4 1976 - 

Binder #5 1984 - 

Binder #6 1992 - 

Binder #7 2002 - 


A Note About Numbers 


Smoke and Blazes started in 1948 as a monthly publication and continued so 
until about 1959 when it became a bimonthly. In about 1967 it switched to 
quarterly publication. Occasionally issues were skipped, especially in 1970 
and 1971. 

In general each calendar year was assigned a new "Volume", and "Numbers” 
were assigned consecutively from " 1 " through each year. 

There is some lack of consistency in the months of publication, and there are 
some out-and-out errors in the numbering. 

The following Table of Contents lists the issues in this binder showing the 
Volume, Number, and Date as printed and, where different, what the 
Volume, Number, and Date probably should have been. 


Dedication 

This set of copies of Smoke and Blazes is donated to the Rutland Historical 
Society in memory of my parents, Mary and Craigue Perkins and my aunt, 
Vera Perkins. They conceived the idea for a Killington Section newsletter in 
1948 and served as editors and publishers for the first several years of its 
existence, cutting stencils, and running mimeograph copies in our living 
room. They continued as frequent contributors to the publication and as 
active members of the Club for over a half century. Fortunately, Dad had a 
pack rat proclivity which I seem to have inherited. By combining his 
collection of Smoke and Blazes with mine, 1 have been able to put together 
this complete run of the publication. 

Bob Perkins 
Rutland, VT 
April, 1999 



BALD MOUNTAIN - GALICK PRESERVE 

3 November 1991 
by Wally Rogers, Leader 

Fifteen members and friends met at 
The Nature Conservancy parking area for 
the Galick-Bald Mountain Preserve in 
West Haven, Vermont. You he.ve to cross 
through New York to reach this little 
known area of Vermont on Lake Champlain, 
just across the lake from South Bay. The 
lot was filled with others enjoying a 
company hike, but we didn’t see them 
during the day. Climbing the trail from 
the lot, we registered at the log book 
and hiked across the open fields to a 
large barn. Vandals and weather have 
damaged the structure and rusted the 
spare parts inventory of the Galicks- 
wizard mechanics. 

We found fall apples still clinging 
to the trees and being enjoyed by por- 
cupines. They were ten feet up in the 
trees about 180 meters apart and 
tolerated our delight and close inspec- 
tion of their lunch spot. Following 
braided paths in grass and scrub 
junipers, the group met at an abandoned 
hillside house above the lake for our 
lunch. Below on the shore was a rock 
pier. The people who lived in the house 
probably used the lake as a major route 
into their farm. 

We separated into several groups ac- 
cording to interests and energy levels 
with eight continuing, mostly by trails, 
to the ridge SE of the Bald Mountain 
peak, south along the cliff tops, cir- 
cling the dens of venomous animals and 
returning to our cars a bit later than 
the projected time. The warm sunny late 
fall day and views of Lake Champlain and 
Black Mountain helped me to appreciate 
the first Americans, farmers and natural 
area preservationists who have lived and 
worked in this area. 


PLEASE SEND 1992 DUES TO 
TREASURER WALLY ROGERS NOW! 


PICO BUSHWACK 

9 November 1991 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

The turnout for this hike was an im- 
pressive surprise. More than a half- 
dozen people turned out for what was 
billed as a long, difficult bushwhack. 
They got what was advertised and had a 
good time! Their participation also 
doubled the number of people to hike a 
route to which Pico Ski Resort would 
like to relocate the Long and Ap- 
palachian Trails to avoid the new ski 
lifts and trails it wants to build be- 
tween Pico Camp and Sherburne pass. 

First came the easy part: we climbed 
about 1400' up from Sherburne Pass to 
Pico Junction along the snow-dusted Long 
Trail, then sidled along to Pico Camp. 
Vandals have hit the windows again; 
Lexan replacement should be considered. 
After enjoying the view of Ascutney, we 
continued south on the LT until it hit 
the ridge. 

Next came the moderately hard part 
with the nice woods and views. Heading 
westerly around Pico's cone, we followed 
various colors of flagging through dense 
evergreens. Those who had been there 
before us left us plenty of branches to 
break as we went, and a continuous 
crackling sound accompanied us. Fairly 
soon the woods opened up and we entered 
a pleasant area of mossy rocks and old 
growth, with nice views toward Kil- 
lington and Mendon Peaks. We picked a 
particularly nice one around the 3400' 
elevation for our lunch stop, warmed by 
the late fall sun. To judge from the 
1940 Guidebook, we were about on the 
route of the long-abandoned west spur 


that used to rejoin the Long Trail and 
the Pico Loop at Pico Junction. 

Occasionally zigzagging, we followed 
a generally pleasant route down a ridge 
extending about due west from Pico. It 
looked like a good place for berrying in 
the summer, but also a difficult stretch 
to keep cleared at that time of year. 
We then headed north, crossed a few 
little brooks, and entered a large, 
flattish open area with lovely birches. 
It ended at a 2920’ knob crowned by a 
glacial erratic. This shows on the USGS 
map, west northwest of Pico Peak. We 
were about 2/5 of the way to Route 4. 



Now came the unpleasant part. We de- 
scended steeply to a brook and waded 
through saplings north of it. We did 
catch sight of a cliff to our east, and 
briefly skirted another to our very im- 
mediate west, but most of the scenery 
was uninteresting second growth. An old 
logging road brought us to the dead-end 
"dump" where Pico Ski Resort stores the 
Alpine Slide off-season. Descending 
from there, we entered a wettish area of 
second growth containing first a field 
of small boulders and then a field of 
large ones. This was very slow going, 
and we wondered whether a decent trail 
could be built here. We also increas- 
ingly noticed road noise from Route 4 as 
well as a vacation chalet perched above 
us and other Pico resort buildings. 

The tired group almost rebelled when 
I went straight uphill to go from one 
flagline to another near a big ledge. 
But they made it, they slabbed along the 


rocky, brushy slopes south of the Beaver 
Pond, and they emerged, tired but 
satisfied, on Route 4 midway between the 
Beaver Pond and Robinwood. The final 
walk up paved roads to the Pass was a 
pleasant change from the rocky, thickety 
terrain at the bottom of our bushwhack. 

We did not hike Pico Ski Resort's 
proposed final link to the Long Trail. 
It goes north through a very wet area 
just west of Fox Run, then slabs eas- 
terly along the base of the steep, 
bouldery slope to Willard Gap. 

All the hikers concluded that a 
very pretty trail could be built from 
the Pico-Killington saddle to the 2920' 
knoll. After that point, however, we 
lost enthusiasm. If there was any way 
we could keep the present route more or 
less as it is, we decided we would 
prefer to do that. 


SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS 

FOR YOU, IF YOU DON’T RENEW 
your Killington Section GMC 
membership. Yes, this is the 
LAST ISSUE you will receive if 
you don’t send in your 1992 
dues soon. For your con- 
venience, there’s a membership 
application at the end of this 
issue. Your address label 
tells you if Treasurer Wally 
Rogers has received your 1992 
dues. If you don’t see a 92 
by your name, please send dues 
now ! 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Sue Thomas 
Phil Johnson 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 


Editor 
Illustrator 
Loyal Typist 
Production and 

Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
! ! ! SEND COPY BY 5 APRIL 1992 PLEASE!!! 
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KILLIWCTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Outing Schedule 

Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and 
Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy 
water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Dis- 
tances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more infor- 
mation about a trip, please call the listed trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Guests 
are welcome! 


Saturday 8 Feb., 9 a.m. Leader: Trish Handly 775-4806 

Mosses Pond - Weston. Hike, snowshoe or cross country ski. Mileage and difficulty de- 
pendent on interest and conditions. 

Sunday 16 Feb., 12:30 p.m. Leaders: Rob and Sue Carey 446-2830 

Scouting Hike in Shrewsbury. Scouting for possible alternatives for rerouting of 
LT/AT through Shrewsbury. Hike or snowshoe depending on conditions. 4 miles moderate. 

Saturday 22 Feb., 9 a.m. Leaders: Phil Johnson 287-9607; Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
Texas Falls off Route 125 in Hancock. Ski, snowshoe or hike. Fire at the end for 
coffee, cocoa and marshmallows. 3-6 miles easy 

Saturday 29 Feb., 10 a.m. Leaders: Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 

Leap Year Hike North Shrewsbury CCC road to the stone hut. 3 miles easy. 

Saturday 7 March, 9 a.m. Leader: Tim Welch 483-2085 

Merck Forest hike. Mileage and difficulty depends on interest. Possible overnight 
stay. If interested in overnight, contact leader. Dayhikers welcome. 

Sunday 15 March, 1 p.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 
Castleton to Poultney Old RR. 4 miles easy. 

Sunday 22 March, 9:30 a.m. Leader: W. C. Scott 775-1494 
Mystery Hike. 5 miles moderate. 

Sunday 29 March, 2 p.m. Vice President: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

Sugar on Snow. Come join us for our traditional winter treat. At the Unitarian 
Universalist Church on West Street. $3.00. 

Thursday 2 April, 7 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 

Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

Outings Committee Scheduling Meeting at Herb Ogden's house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rut- 
land (off Lafayette St.) Come help us plan the schedule for the next three month. For 
Outing Committee members and any others interested. Refreshments! 

Sunday 5 April, 9 a.m. Leader: Jean Davies 483-6623 

Trails at Camp Betsy Cox and Camp Sagamond, Pittsford. Hiking, cross country skiing, 
or snowshoeing on old logging roads and hiking trails. Lunchtime fire. Up to 4 miles 
easy or moderate. 

Saturday 11 April, 6 p.m. Contact: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

Annual Meeting and Potluck. Unitarian Universalist Church, West Street. 

Bring a dish. Meeting to start at 7:00 p.m.. 

Sunday 26 April, 1 p.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 
Brandon. Short 3 mile easy hike off route 7. 


Saturday 2 Kay, 10 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Lily Pond "or thereabouts" to the floating bridge in the Glen Lake area. 
2-2VS miles easy. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Rob Carey. President RFD 1, Box 340, Wallingford VT 05773 446-2830 

Linda Pellerin. Vice-President 79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 773-7779 

Wally Rogers, Seer etary-Tr eas . RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


FROM THE PAGES OF OLD VERMONTERS 

Below is a 1935 article printed in the July issue of The Vermonter . the privately 
published former "State Magazine." Our copy came from W. Churchill Scott’s collec- 
tion and was selected by Ray Catozzi. Ray also found several other articles from The 
Vermonter of the 1930’s, dealing with topics like the Long Trail Lodge, an end-to-end 
in the mid-1930’s, flora and fauna along the trail, and a multi-page poem that seems 
almost as long as the entire Long Trail. 


The Inn Spectacular 

I.ong Troil Lodge Landmark to Great Vermont Architect 

By MARK G. PIERCE 


N ATURE became a hostage, and a willing 
one. when Paul W. Thayer created the 
Lone Trail Lodge. The rustic archi- 
tecture is almost more natural than nature itself. 

To build a trulv rustic hostelry so natural 
that one can hardly discern it from its envel- 
oping foliage, to make use of standing trees 
and immovable boulders for supporting pillars 
and walls of an attractive ami comfortable 
hotel, and to design a hostelry so universal that 
everv student uf nature will consider himself 
as much at home as in his own clubhouse 
once seemed a fantastic dream. To suggest 
that the originator's vision was eccentric is 
untenable for such a criticism is everywhere 
refuted: we must admit that it is oulMnndin/:. 


' Leaves dial Sleep. Did you know lli.1t leaves 
of a number uf nur common plants t! n in steep at nielli f 
Examine the leave, of nur common clovers and id tltc 
lupine, some dark niillll. You will find them f.dd-d up 
in a testin': position, it noil sorrel or nvalis also sleeps, 
mast voss 


The Long Trail Lodge joins superbly the 
primitive ami the refuted, courtesy and iptalilv. 
all recognized in the planning of the unique 
lodge in Sherburne Pass, hardly a hundred Icet 
back from the main hardsurfaced road between 
Rutland ami While River Junction, route 

U. 5. 5. 

The most effective way in which to acquire 
an understanding of this amazing and fasci- 
nating inn is to make a personal stop-over 
there yourself. You will find a genuine and 
hospitable welcome, a choice of comfortable 
rooms within the main lodge or in separate 
buildings. There are four very popular and 
almost continuously occupied adjacent cabins, 
each with living r*»otn, rooms and larjie 
fireplace, built in the same novel and attractive 
design as the main lodge. They arc formed 
right into the rocks, wired with electricity, and 
obscured from general observation by trees. 
Manv fixtures including the lamp shades arc of 
bark, waste basket of wood, candle holders 
from small wooden blocks, mirrors framed by 


narrow sticks, and where doors are numbered 
or labeled, forked and twisting sticks form the 
numerals or characters. 

The living room has an interest at every 
turn. The fireplace is enjoyed from rocking 
chairs or a four-seater swing suspended from 
the rafters. The chandeliers are inverted trees 
with an electric light glowing at the end of each 
branch. \ bird-recognizing g3me. built by the 
resilient naturalist. Maurice Broun, inveigles 
everyone: if the light does not blink it isn’t 
the fault of the device — no. vou are pointing 
to the name of some other bird, so just keep 
trying! The magazine table is well stocked, 
anil a remarkably fine set of hiking photo- 
graphs taken by M. L Joslin of Waitshcld and 
assembled !>v him in two albums awaits in- 
spection. The door handles indicate the fan- 
tastic angles at which branches have grown, 
and stuffed animals will startle you as they 
peer front obscure corners in exceedingly life- 
like positions. Both well-marked trails of the 
Appalachian Mountain Gluh and the Green 
Mountain Club lead through the Long 
Trail Lodge. 

The new spacious dining hall affords accom- 
modation of uianv guests and ofTers an excellent 
outlook upon Deer's Leap mountain, the pool, 
and surrounding grounds. The superior merit 
of the food has been developed to the degree 
of national recognition and increasing favor. 
The dining room service has been developed 
to such a point that it is the pride of all patrons. 

In no other place have 1 seen such a wealth 
of nature lore supplied in a more intriguing 
manner. Three inch signs, hardly noticeable 
at first, blend with the landscape hut suggest 
by pithy phrases the unlimited amount of 
study one who appreciates and understands the 
sciences might make. Forty trees, from the 
hemlock to ironwood. are found near the 


" Ij»i!v Fern Very common and grow* in »lmo*i any 
location. It ii extrcmelv variable in form. You may 
tell it easily from other /crn«. however: look on umlcr 
sut fare of their frond* lor double row of curved aori as 
no other native fern has this characteristic. 
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LONG TRAIL LODGE PHILOSOPHY 

“Pokin' 'round 'mid ferns and mosses, like a 
hoptoad or a snail, 

somehow seems to lighten crosses where my heart 
would elsewhere fail." 


lodge, and a small display in front shows the 
characteristic of each for the novice, and for 
most of the rest of us. If you generally make 
fanev bird houses, you will find why paint and 
fanev designs will frighten rather than attract 
birds. And although you and I once knew the 
ten-letter word for plant-eating animals, we 
won't have to recall carnivores, herbivores, or 
rodents to understand the exhibits here; yet 
this is just where you would want to come if 
vour eve-glasses were an inch thick and you 
were dedicating your life to the study of the 
saltatorial gryilus niger orthopterous insect 
that others were satisfied to call the "cricket.” 
You will probably want to take pencil and 
paper with you when you hike about the en- 
virons of the Long Trail Lodge. 


"Wasps make paper by chewing bui they do not 
scatter it along roads and through the woods as 
humans do. 

"It takes sixteen acres of spruce trees for one Sun- 
day edition of a Metropolitan newspaper." 


Cars from all over, and all the New England 
states bring visitors to this unusually attractive 
inn. Approaching the front door, just as you 
pass the fireplace uniquelv located on the front 
porch, vou may read: "Twenty-five species of 
ferns have been found within a half mile of the 
Lodge, and fifty-two species of birds were re- 
corded in the immediate vicinity last month.” 
Within, vou begin to notice things that es- 
caped your observation before — the hall trees 
are real trees, some of the walks are illumi- 
nated at night, a store is fitted with hikers’ 
supplies including films, flashlights, moccasins, 
socks, canes, woodsmen's tools, powdered milk, 
maple svrup, coffee, and pancake meal; the 
tables have "tree legs," the rustic extends even 
to the furniture of the kitchen, the radio music 
is coming from a birdhouse, and the mail-box 
is a birch log. 


The history of the Long Trail Lodge dates 
back to 1923. when Mortimer R. Proctor and 
his mother. Mrs. Fletcher D. Proctor, chose 
this sightly section of Vermont for a spectacu- 
lar edifice! Deer's Leap is a sheer cliff where 
a century and a half ago. according to the 
legend, a deer resting on the rockv precipice 
was driven over the ledge to its death by a 
hound. Across the pass, to the south, lies 
Pico Peak, and down between these two sum- 
mits the main building, set between moss 
covered ledges in the midst of sweeping woods, 
was reared. It was a real masterpiece of wood- 
land architecture, a structure of unique beauty 


"Summer comes with such a weal of fragrances we 
need almost no other nurture. Leaves of sassafras and 
spicebrush reek with exotic aroma. Pennyroyal, crushed 
beneath our steps, protests in scented phrases that make 
the air expressive, wild grape and honeysuckle become 
the season's thurifers ana lend the evening breezes their 
essences for admiration far and wide. 

"The breathing process of leaves is continuous, both 
day and night, but the manufacture of plant food is 
dependent on sunlight. 


expressive of the true wilderness spirit. It was 
fondlv preened by the devoted architect, 
readily accepted by the sponsors, and Mr. Proc- 
tor and his mother presented it to the Green 
Mountain Club. At first a caretaker and his 
wife operated it for the specific use of Club 
members, but later it was opened to the gen- 
eral public. The G. M. C. was able to interest 
Mr. Treadway, manager of the L. G. Treadway 
Service, who came personally to supervise the 
development of the Lodge so that it would be 
on a par with the other "Real New England 
Inns” which extend westward as far as Dear- 
born, Michigan, and whose acclaim reaches far 
beyond. Unlike some of them, it does not 
operate the year around, but is open from the 
middle of May until the middle of October. 

This achievement in rustic design, large 
rooms with beams and columns made from 
vellow birch logs still clothed in their shining 
bark, comfortably furnished rooms, meals of 
unexcelled quality, the happy songsters flying 
through and singing in the enveloping foliage 
that so perfectly blends, the gorgeous sunrise 
awakening the natural sanctuary, or the still- 
ness of the evening and folding leaves . . . 
what a creation . . . The Inn Spectacular. 


"The studv of entomology is one of the most fascinating of pursuits. It takes its votaries into the 
pleasure house of nature and explains some of the wonderful links which form the great chain of 
creation. It lavs open before us another world of which we have been hit herto unconscious, and 
shows us that the tiniest insect, so small perhaps that the unaided eye can scarcely see it. has its 
own work to do in the world, and does it.” — Rev. J. G. Wood. LODGE LORE 


KILLINGTON SECTION DIRECTORS MEETING 

21 November 1991 

by Wally Rogers. Secretary-Treasurer 

The meeting opened at 5:10 pm at 
Linda Pellerin's home. Those present 
were Sue and Rob Carey, Ed Reilly, Herb 
Ogden, Linda Pellerin, Phil Johnson, Tim 
Welch, Ray Catozzi, Sue Thomas, Brian 
Fitzgerald (for the CMC Killington 
Committee), Bernie Donahue and Wally 
Rogers. 

Sue reported for Trails and Shelters: 
Tim Welch agreed to be co-chair and they 
are looking for someone to be in charge 
of the various side trails we maintain. 
She discussed a replacement for the 
Clarendon shelter. A group in Wal- 
lingford wished to help with labor and 
$700. It was agreed that we should go 
ahead with site selection, anticipating 
replacement in 2 or 3 years. 

Herb reported that the Main Club is 
having a fund drive for their head- 
quarters project. He reported that Wes 
Weston had left some old photos for 
review and the group agreed, in the ab- 
sence of organized section archives, 
that the photos would be sent to the 
Main Club archives if they wished to 
have some of them. He has copies of Main 
Club minutes available if members wish 
to see them. He is currently secretary 
for the Main Club. 

Rob Carey reported that the Canty 
Trail lower access may soon be changed 
due to property sales. A work party 
recently improved the trail. 

With information provided by Herb and 
Brian, the entire group discussed 
Kilington-Pico trail options. Motions 
were made and passed as follows: 

The Killington section does not 
wish to commit to maintain both the 
present LT route and an additional new 
LT route. 

The Killington Section supports 
investigation of the proposed western 
route for relocation of the AT-LT and 
preservation of access to the present 
route as part of a composite agreement 
that would protect the trail form the 
north boundary of Coolidge State Forest 
(south of Little Killington) to Willard 
Gap. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm. 


POTLDCK SUPPER 
21 November 1991 
by Linda Pellerin 

As usual we had a veritable feast 
from everyone's contributions. The 
night's selections ranged from Jerry 
Parker's venison stew to Ed Reilly’s 
acorn bread 

Our thanks to Jean Davies for her in- 
formative and enjoyable slide show and 
talk on useful and edible wild plants. 
We all learned what to look for in the 
woods and Jean brought sample of various 
kinds of ferns, trees and other edibles. 


CLIMBING DIAMOND HEAD 

by Roma Pulling 

On our recent trip to Hawaii, Alfred 
and I stood on the beach at Waikiki, 
posing for a picture with Diamond Head 
in the background like many tourists: 
but I wanted more. I wanted to climb it. 
So one afternoon we caught a city bus 
going in that direction and got off at 
the entrance to the state park. 

"Head" in ray Random House dictionary 
is defined, among other things, as "a 
projecting point of a coast, esp. when 
high". In this case, 761 feet high. The 
name of the head came about by accident 
when British sailors found calcite crys- 
tals there and mistook them for 
diamonds. Even when the truth was 
revealed, the name stuck. The inside of 
the head is an ancient crater used from 
1904 through World War II for coastal 
defense but now owned by the state. 

At the bus stop we were still some 
distance from the trail head and 
proceeded to walk up a paved road and 
through a tunnel into the crater, where 
the .7 mile trail starts near a military 
installation. It begins on an easy in- 
cline to a lookout and from there climbs 
three flights of concrete stairs, one 
comprising exactly 99 steps. Next, one 
walks through a long, unlighted tunnel. 
In spite of a warning at the trailhead 
that "flashlights are required", most 
came without and felt their way through. 

Hikers who still weren’t discouraged 
faced another challenge: a long stair- 
case spiralling up a vertical shaft. 
Those who survived this hurdle emerged 
onto the summit and to a fine vantage 
point with views of the shoreline to the 
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east and of Waikiki to the west. It was 
well worth the effort, and we were 
amazed to find a steady stream of people 
each way. I would recommend this hike 
for all healthy visitors to the islands. 


RAINY RICHARDSON LAKE 

by Carol Chapman ( Our previous editor, 
now a member of the Burlington Section.) 

Memories of a perfect July weekend at 
Upper Richardson (one of Maine’s Rangely 
Lakes) prompted us to plan this summer 
outing. Fourteen of us set out early 
Friday morning, August 9, hoping that 
the prediction of a rainy weekend would 
prove incorrect. 

After a dry and scenic trip over, we 
paddled out to Big Beaver Island in 
waves large enough to splash over the 
gunwales. We found there was a shelter 
over the picnic tables. Tents were up 
before the rain arrived. Steady rain 
came down that afternoon, evening, and 
all night long, finding its way into 
some tents. The winds blew, and we awoke 
to more of the same. 

Saturday, after breakfast, four of 
our party left in heavy seas, escorted 
the mile across to the mainland by Peter 
Alden and Clem Holden. A noon potluck 
feast kept us in good spirits, and tarps 
tied around the sides of the shelter 
kept the wind from blowing everything 
away. Reading, walks, watching loons, 
naps, and encounters with a friendly 
mallard occupied us for the day. By late 
afternoon, the consensus was that it 
would be wisest to pull up stakes and 
leave after an early supper. 

The ten of us headed in various 
directions, several to Olga’s camp in 
the Northeast Kingdom, some home, others 
to visit elsewhere in Maine. Sunday’s 
weather was vastly improved with sun 
enough to dry out wet cloths and gear. 

It doesn’t sound like the kind of 
weekend one would want to remember. But 
two weeks later we had a reunion at the 
Holdens’ camp on Coates Island with 
another delicious potluck, this time in 
warm sunshine. 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports 
of Section hikes but also letters and 
reports of your own unusual excursions 


PICO CAMP LOGBOOK 

By Sue Thomas 

One of the joys of adopting a Long 
Trail shelter is the opportunity to read 
the log books. Here's a sampling of 
entries made by hikers at Pico Camp this 
winter and spring: 

12/30/90 - My buddy and I purchased snow 
shoes for the big trip to the Green 
Mountains. We should have brought water 
skis. As I write this it is 50 degrees 
and raining like hell. Some winter won- 
derland. 

5/8/91 - Started at Route 103 yesterday, 
stayed at Governor Clement shelter last 
night when my boyfriend proposed to me. 
I accepted of course, and this is the 
best hike I've ever been on! 

5/25/91 - Thank you. Thank you. THANK 
YOU to the trail maintainers ! ! ! You make 
this happen. To those who aren’t, clear 
a blowdown on your way out, clean a 
water bar with your boot heel. And 
remember, no matter where you go, there 
you are. 

5/25/91 - My first weekend back on the 
trail after the thru hike in '89. When I 
awoke in a shelter on Glastenbury Mtn. 
this morning, D.J., Snakebite Tom, Bun- 
galow Bill, Laurie the Traveling Wilbury 
and Uncle Ed were all there standing 
over me saying things like "He took a 
nasty bump on the head when he tripped 
on that root back there" and " You 
remember me dontcha Shepard?" Laurie 
smiled her lovely smile and put a cold 
rag on my forehead saying "We thought he 
was going to leave us there, for 
awhile". I tried to sit up and told them 
that I HAD left them - I finished my 
hike, climbed Katahdin in October of 
'89. I told them that I went on planting 
trees for awhile and then moved to a 
place called Rochester - Some of it 
wasn’t very nice, but most of it was 
beautiful. Laurie said "there, there 
now" and everybody nodded knowingly and 
smiled. Just then the Traveler came 
walking up, stuck his head in and said 
"I was just passing by - on my 10th con- 
secutive thru hike ... , wanted to see 
if he was alright." Nobody seemed to un- 
derstand, I'd gone to another world - of 
type A personalities, concrete, tech- 
nocomplexity, anthropocontricity , human 
arrogance, hatred, war, McDonalds, and 
the whole time I kept saying "I want to 
go home". Who says there is no such 
thing as trail magic? 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, 
APPLICATION FOR 


GREEN MT. CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly). 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails ond shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES- 



Adult 


$14.00 

Adult 

Spouse 

11.00 

Junior 

(under 18) 

2.50 

Family 

Junior 

1 .00 

Senior 

(over 65) 

7.00 

Life 


200.00 

Institutional 

25.00 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails ond 

Shelters Fund. 


« The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined 
the Killington Section during last year, the month of joining is on the label to the 
right of your name. From your 1992 dues (due on 31 Dec. 1991), you may deduct 50_ 
for each month in 1991 during which you were ©FONT MX9B;not yet a member. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1 , Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 




TO: 


Robert and Thelma Perkins 92 
4812 Lebanon Road 
Charlotte NC 28227 


Printed 


on r 


ecycled M ppe>r . 



ELFIN LAKE SKATING PARTY 

19 January 1992 
by Sue Carey 

It was a very cold day with a 
high of 8 degrees so we didn't 
have to worry about falling 
through the ice. Eight people 
came on the outing: my family 
plus Jerry Parker and Sue 
Thomas. Walt and Sally Deinzer 
came later with their two dogs. 

The ice had ben cleared off 
in spots, but with shovels Sue 
and Jerry were able to make a 
maze of skating paths through 
the snow. In places the ice was 
crystal clear. You could look 
down and imagine shapes in the 
ice: sleeping cats, stars and 
jelly fish. In the cold tempera- 
ture the ice was constantly 
freezing. Throughout the after- 
noon you could hear the low rum- 
bling of pressure cracks break- 
ing the ice. 

Rob had started a fire so we 
were able to warm our toes and 
toast marshmallows and drink hot 
beverages . 


OLD BRANDON ROAD 
25 January, 1992 
by Roma Pulling 

On a frigid winter day when 
the afternoon "high" was 12 de- 
grees, twelve daring people ven- 
tured out to hike an old road in 
Brandon. The name of the road, 
which wasn't publicized as it is 
on private property, is, fit- 
tingly, the Old Brandon Road. 
Access is from Carver Street on 
the northern end and from the 


athletic field at Otter Valley 
School from the south. We parked 
at the school and after a brief 
conference decided it would be 
easier and just as quick to walk 
the entire distance, which we 
estimated to be about a mile, up 
and back rather than spotting 
cars . 

We didn't have to ponder 
whether to ski, snowshoe or hike 
as the decision had been made 
for us. A few days before, there 
had been rain followed by freez- 
ing temperatures, rendering the 
trail either bare or a sheet of 
ice. Some of us took to the 
woods frequently to avoid the 
more treacherous spots. 

Our route led into the area 
of the oldest settlement in 
Brandon, then know as Neshobe. 
To this part of town came Amos 
Cutler, a blacksmith, in 1772, 
closely followed the next year 
by John Ambler and wife with 
their daughter and her husband, 
David June. The Amblers and 
Junes are buried in a cemetery 
on Hawk Hill on this road, and 
we visited it. Jean Davies told 
us of the connection by marriage 
between the Junes and the Cox 
family, early settlers of Pitts- 
ford, commemmor a t ed in the 
naming of a mountain in that 
town and by Camp Betsey Cox. 

We inspected one cellar hole, 
and there must be others. Jerry 
Parker will lead another hike in 
this area April 26, at which 
time we may be able to explore 
further under better conditions. 

Jean and her husband, Charlie 
Davies, invited us to stop at 
their house in Pittsford on the 
way home for coffee, and we all 
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accepted enthusiastically. With 
a fire in the wood stove, 
coffee, tea and hot chocolate, 
sandwiches we brought with us 
and cookies supplied by the hos- 
tess and another cook, as we 
browsed through books from their 
library, it was the perfect en- 
ding to a grand outing. Thanks, 
Jean and Charlie. 


TEXAS FALLS - HANCOCK 

22 February 1992 
By Phil Johnson 

Nine people turned out for 
our hike/ski north from Texas 
Falls off Rt 125 between Hancock 
and Middlebury Gap. We started 
at the falls but found so much 
ice on and around the falls that 
only the braver (read less wise) 
of us walked down to see the 
falls. The ice formations in the 
ravine were beautiful. From the 
falls we took the Texas Brook 
Trail following the brook right 
up to Texas Gap, a trip of about 
3 miles one way. During the 
winter this is used as a snow- 
mobile trail and sure enough, we 
did meet a few snowmobilers . Two 
of these came whipping around a 
blind corner in front of us 
causing quite a scare, but no 
injuries . 

At the top of the gap we 
stopped for lunch and one of our 
group promply built a nice 
little fire and pulled out his 
hot dogs for lunch. It was 
rather pleasant to be able to 
enjoy the fire at the mid-point 
of the hike. 

After lunch we started the 
trip back down to the cars. Two 
people had chosen to ski the day 
and spent all morning struggling 
up the valley, but on the way 
back they got their fair reward. 
The whole trail is a relatively 
even grade which seemed per- 
fectly suited for skiing down. 
The biggest hazard seemed to be 
the two dogs hiking with us who 
kept jumping in front of the 
skiers and trying to bite the 
skis . 


Back at the picnic area by 
the falls we started a fire, 
heated water for coffee and 
cocoa and roasted marshmallows. 
The perfect way to finish a 
winter hike. 


STONE HUT - NORTH SHREWSBURY 

29 February 1992 
by Roma Pulling 

Our Leap Year hike didn't 
have much going for it at the 
beginning. It was a bitterly 
cold and windy day with snowy 
roads in Shrewsbury, but four 
intrepid people met us at the 
park at the appointed time and 
we were off. It was nice to have 
Christine Cahee back with us, 
and George Reynolds drove up 
from Springfield to join us 
along with two of our regulars. 

A short distance from our 
goal, our small car wasn't nego- 
tiating the snowy roads well; so 
Jerry Parker came to our rescue. 
He found us an alternative park- 
ing space and ferried us to the 
trail head in his 4X4. 

There was snow on the ground 
in Shrewsbury! We didn't take an 
exact measurement, but when Sue 
Thomas stepped off the snow- 
mobile track she sank in up to 
her knee. The scenery on the CCC 
road (North Shrewsbury to West 
Bridgewater) was fantastic. 

On our way to our distination 
we paused briefly at two 
landmarks. The first was Meetin- 
ghouse Rock, where starting in 
1818 church services were held 
until an appropriate building 
could be erected. The second was 
the site of the former picnic 
pavilion in Calvin Coolidge 
State Forest. This structure 
also used to be a popular des- 
tination for hikers but unfor- 
tunately burned a few years ago. 
Only the tall stone chimney 
still stands. 

A short distance beyond the 
pavilion site our trail veered 
to the left and we were soon at 
the attractive stone building 
which I have heard referred to 


as the "stone hut". I was 
recently told that it was built 
as a cottage for the caretaker 
of this part of the state 
forest. Now, with windows broken 
out and the inside trashed, it 
is a favorite hang-out for snow- 
mobilers, 14 of whom were there 
when we arrived. At least they 
had a fire going in the 
fireplace, and it was a short 
job to heat water for coffee, 
cocoa and instant soup. 

After eating lunch we hiked 
back to Jerry's truck for a 
return to our cars and an early 
trip home. 


Annual Meeting 

11 April 1992 

By Phil Johnson & Herb Ogden, Jr 

After a great deal of excel- 
lent food and too many desserts 
Rob Carey brought the meeting to 
order. Wally Rogers provided us 
with a treasurers report, a copy 
of which is included in the 
newsletter. With our current 
dues schedule we will be drawing 
upon cash in our checkbook to 
cover the section expenses. This 
sparked a lively debate on what 
the dues schedule should be. It 
was finally resolved that a com- 
mittee would be formed to 
evaluate the due schedule and 
bring the topic back up at the 
fall potluck meeting. 

Herb Ogden reported on meet- 
ings of the GMC Directors and 
the Executive Advisory Council, 
and the successful move to the 
new headquarters in Waterbury 
Center. After last year's 
budget woes forced cancellation 
of the Long Trail Patrol, the 
Directors are happy that there 
will be two Long Trail Patrols 
this year, plus a roving duo. 
The ski development plans for 
Pico Peak continue to cause con- 
cern; watch for release of the 
National Park Service's Environ- 
mental Impact Study, which may 
say which route the Park Service 
prefers north of Pico. 

Sue Carey covered the Trails 


and Shelters explaining that she 
had recruited Tim Welch to help 
coordinate the maintenance of 
the trails. They have split our 
section so that Sue will be 
covering from Rt 140 to Upper 
Cold River Road and Tim will 
cover from there to Rt 4. They 
both expressed interest in find- 
ing someone interested in cover- 
ing the side trails. 

Publicity Committee Chair 
Bernie Donahue mentioned the 
publication of the hike schedule 
in the newspapers. The Rutland 
Herald has been very helpful in 
getting our schedule into the 
calendar section. 

Outings Committee Co-Chair 
Linda Pellerin spoke about hike 
scheduling. Over the last year 
we have had no difficulty fill- 
ing the three month schedule. 

Herb Ogden, editor of Smoke 
and Blazes . noted that, in 
response to his pleas for help, 
Phil Johnson has done a fine job 
taking over most of the work. 
He also said he has given up 
reminding hike leaders to turn 
in articles, and that he wel- 
comes non-standard articles and 
letters to the editor. 

Rob then gave his last 
president's report as he is 
finishing up his last year after 
serving as president for the 
last six years or so. Outgoing 
Board members; Rob Carey, Chur- 
chill Scott and Ray Catozzi were 
thanked for their service to the 
club and three new board members 
were elected: Sue Carey, Sue 
Thomas and Phil Johnson. 

The Board of Directors then 
had a short meeting to elect of- 
ficers. Elected for the next 
year were: President - Phil 
Johnson, Vice President - Linda 
Pellerin, Secretary/Treasurer - 
Wally Rogers. In addition, Herb 
Ogden resigned as a Main Club 
director (in his role as main 
club secretary he maintains a 
seat on the main club board and 
Executive Advisory Council) and 
the Board elected a new Main 
Club director to represent us: 
Wally Rogers will serve for 
Herb's remaining one year. 




1/1/91 


INCOME 


EXPENSES 


12/31/91 


KILLINGTON SECTION-GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 1991 
Balance 


inventory 

??? 

savings 

1404.76 

checking 

772.10 

KS life member CD 

600.00 


2776.86 


interest on savings 


71.28 


interest on CD 
inventory sales 
member dues 
57 adult 

22 

senior 

61.19 

5.40 


14 spouse 

10 

junior 

1098.00 


owed to Trail and 

Shel ter 

62.92 

1298.82 


Smoke and Blazes 

479.28 

meeting rooms 

85.00 

dues return 

6.00 

main club assessment 

690.00 

treasurer expenses 

61.24 

owed from Trail and Shelter 160.64 

1482.16 

BALANCE 

inventory 


savings 

1476.04 

checking 

490.77 

life member CD 

661.19 


2628.00 


/ 


5 


1991 G . L .KIRK TRAILS AND SHELTERS FUND 


1/1/91 SAVINGS 


8.09 


1991 INCOME 

gifts 205.00 
passbook interest 40.40 
CD interest 878.76 
CD principal 350.50 
owed to KS-GMC 160.64 


1635.30 


1991 EXPENSES 

L T Protection Fund 
trail and shelter insur. 
trai 1 /shel ter materials 
due from KS-GMC 


1008.00 

138.38 

261.09 

62.95 


1470 . 42 


12/31/91 

SAVINGS 


- 

172 . 

97 



interest 




CD # 

matures 

earned 

face value 

yield 

term 

6306 

1/12/92 

200.70 

4000 

5.35 

3 mon 

6305 

1/21/92 

351.19 

4000 

7.84 

2 yr 

3704 

8/19/92 

285.25 

3500 

8.02 

2 yr 

4868 

3/8/91 

41.62 





878.76 


KILLINGTON SECTION 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the 
Fire Station and Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring 
lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for 
weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are ap- 
proximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more in- 
formation about a trip, please call the listed trip leader. Leaders 
are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, 
please share car expense. Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 9 May, 9 a.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 

Bristol Notch. This is a repeat of Jerry's hike behind the Bristol 

Cliffs, to the site of an old WWII airplane crash. Easy 4 mile hike. 

Saturday 16 May, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

Work Party - Rt 140 to Upper Cold River Rd. This will combine 
moderate hikes of 2-4 miles with the opportunity to remove winter 
blowdowns, clear waterbars and trim the trail. For those interested 
in trail maintenance, the Section has clippers, saws, axes, weed 
cutters, paint and paintbrushes. Come along and enjoy a fun day! 

Sunday 31 May, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 
775-3368 

Mt. Ascutney. Up the Weathersf ield trail, and down the Brownsville 
trail. 6.1 mile hike up through several sometimes steep sections 
past the Flume, the 80 foot Crystal Cascade, Gus ' s Lookout, the hang 
gliding platform and the Norcross Quarry. Moderate difficulty level 

Saturday 6 June, 8 a.m. (Meeting begins at 9:30.) Contact for 
rides: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 

Annual GMC Meeting. The annual meeting will be held in Quechee this 
year. See the Long Trail News for details. 

Sunday 7 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Tim Welch 483-2085 

Work Party - Rt 4 to Upper Cold River Rd. This hike or hikes will 
focus on any trail maintenance required for the northern half of the 
section. For those interested in trail maintenance, the Section has 
clippers, saws, axes, weed cutters, paint and paintbrushes. 

Saturday 20 June, 9 a.m. Leaders: Phil Johnson 287-9607 & Linda 

Pellerin 775-7779 

Middlebury Gap to Skylight Pond. Starting from Rt 125 over Burnt 
Hill, Kirby Peak, Mt. Boyce and Battell Mountain to Skyline Shelter 
and then down Skylight Pond Trail. 7 miles moderate. 

Thursday 25 June, 7 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden (H) 775-1350, (W) 

775-3368; Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

Outings Committee Scheduling Meeting at Herb Ogden's house, 20 
Birchwood Ave., Rutland (off Lafayette St.). Come help us plan the 
schedule for the next three months, or call in your suggestion. For 
Outing Committee members and any others interested. Refreshments! 


Saturday 27 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

Trail Maintenance. Miscellaneous trail work on Long Trail or side 
trails as required. 

Saturday 11 July, 8 a.m. Leader: Roma Pulling 773-6997 

Clark Brook Trail - Granville. A 7 mile moderate to difficult hike 

from Granville west to the peak of Mount Roosevelt. 

Saturday 18 July, 9 a.m. Leader: Trish Handly 775-4806 
Mystery Hike. Moderate difficulty and length. 

Saturday 25 July, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Oak Ridge - East Middlebury. Hike on Moosalamoo up to Rattlesnake 

Cliffs. 6.6 miles, difficult. 

Sunday 2 August, 9:30 a.m. Leader: W.C. Scott 775-1494 
Inman Pond - Fair Haven. Possibly including a side trip to Rattle- 
snake Ledge depending on time, weather and terrain. Moderate 4 mile 
hike. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact 
hike leaders or 

Phil Johnson, President RR 2, Box 1690, Poultney VT 05764 

287-9607 

Linda Pellerin, Vice-President 79 East St. , Rutland VT 05701 

773-7779 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas . RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 

05735 468-3210 


Smoke & Blazts Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Phil Johnson 

Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 

Assistant 

Editor 

Illustrator 

Production 

and 

Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow' Liccardi & Crawford. P C. 

92 Center St.. Rutland VT 05701 

!!! SEND COPY BY 26 JUNE 1992 PLEASE !!! 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports 
of Section hikes but also letters to the editor 
and reports of your own unusual excursions. 
Also, if you have led a hike not described in 
any guidebook, please include in your write- 
up directions on how to get there so that 
others may enjoy the spot. 


Wish last fur New Headquarters 
If you can donate- any of the following (lax-deductible) or know 
someone who might, please conatact The Green Mountain Club. 
RK1 Box 650. Waterburv Center, Veruiout 05677 (802) 244-7037 

- 10-15 8' folding tables 

- 100-150 folding chairs 

- Fax machine 

- Copying machine 

- Office chairs 

- Merlin/ AT&T Multi-line telephones 

- 3 computers (IBM compatible 386SX 33MHz) 

- HP Laseijet III printer w / dual tray 

- Desk lights 

- Small storage cabinet (for office supplies) 

• Informational display boards 

- Message board (erasable surface) 

- Drafting style table 

• Dehumidificr (for storage area in bam) 

- Lumber (for various projects) 

- Paint (for exterior of bam and ofTicc building) 

- Riding lawn tractor 

- Push lawn mower 

- Vacuum cleaner 

- Bulbs, shrubs, seedlings, etc. for landscaping 
• Refrigerator 

- Flip chart easel (for presentations) 

- Grounds tools; rakes, shovels, etc. 

- 50 mad slot pigeonhole unit 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the 
Long Trail News (club quarterly) , Smoke and Blazes (section quar- 
terly with schedule of outings, work parties, and social events), 
benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain 
trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) 


and throughout 

the Long 

Trail system in Vermont. 

DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1.00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

200.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund to support the ongoing maintenance and preservation. 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first 
joined the Killington Section during last year, the month of joining is on the 
label to the right of your name. From your 1993 dues (due on 31 Dec. 1992), you 
may deduct $.50 for each month in 1992 during which you were not yet a member. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1, Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 


TO: 


Printed on recycled paper. 



The Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

Since 1910 

May 29, 1992 


Dear Fellow GMC Member: 

We need your help on a critical trail protection issue! On May 4, the National Park Service (NPS) 
released its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Killington/Pico section of the 
Long/Appalachian Trail across the Coolidge Range. We need you to become an active participant 
in the EIS public-comment process and to speak out for the Trail! 

The Park Service has identified a preferred alternative that contains provisions that may be opposed 
by members of both the conservation and local business communities, but does satisfactorily protect 
the LT/AT. NPS must receive strong, clearly-stated support for the preferred alternative from 
AT/LT users during the public comment period, which ends July 15. Your participation is crucial 
to the effort to protect the Trail across the Coolidge Range. Please review the enclosed map and 
position statement and support Long/Appalachian Trail protection by: 

• Attending one of the public hearings and speaking out in support of the preferred 
alternative. Even if you prefer to submit written comments, attend a hearing to show your 
support for the Trail. 

June 10 in Rutland, 7:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn (Route 7 south of town) 

June 1 1 in Bennington. 7:00 p.m at the Bennington Free Library (Corner of East Main 
and Silver Streets) 

• If you cannot attend or don’t speak at a public hearing, please send your written comments 

by July 15, 1992 to: Please send a copy to: 

John F. Byrne, Project Manager Dennis L. Shaffer 

Appalachian National Scenic Trail Green Mountain Club 

National Park Service RR 1, Box 650, Route 100 

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425 Waterbury Center, VT 05677 

The draft EIS evaluates eight separate protection alternatives for the 8-mile section of the Trail 
between the Mendon/Shrewsbury town line (south of Little Killington) and Maine Junction (north 
of Sherburne Pass). The alternatives range from no additional protection to prohibiting any 
development near the present Trail. Several alternatives combine trail relocations (to avoid existing 
or proposed ski development) with varying levels of ski development across or near the Trail. 

Two alternatives would prohibit any ski development across the Trail or within a 1,000-foot 
protective corridor that the Park Service would purchase. One of these is Alternative 3, which 
would protect the existing LT/AT from any development. While this is the most desirable option 
from a hiker’s standpoint, it would prevent Pico Ski Resort from developing any of their property 
on the northeast side of Pico Peak. Pico’s management feels that they must develop this area in 
order to survive, and they will surely challenge any attempt by the Park Service or the trail 
community to limit their options in this area. Other alternatives that keep the Trail in its current 

RR 1 Box 650 Route 100 Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 802/244-7037 

- » — . — 


location north of Pico Peak limit ski development and are unacceptable to Pico, or allow excessive 
development along the Trail and are unacceptable to the GMC. 

The second alternative that prohibits ski area development near the Trail is Alternative 5, the Park 
Service’s preferred alternative. Under this alternative, the Park Service would protect the Trail in 
a high-elevation, remote location south of Pico Peak. The northern portion (from Pico Peak to 
Maine Junction) would be relocated to the west side of Pico ski area and cross Route 4 about one 
mile west of Sherburne Pass. NPS would purchase a 1,000-foot corridor around the Trail that would 
exclude any ski development. Pico Camp would eventually be relocated to a site on the new route. 
NPS would also seek a permanent easement to maintain the existing LT/AT as an access trail from 
Sherburne Pass, through proposed ski development, to Pico Peak. 

The Green Mountain Club supports Alternative 5. In the best of all possible worlds, we would 
prefer complete protection of the existing Trail, which provides the best hiking experience of any 
of the alternatives. However, we believe that for most of its length, the preferred alternative offers 
a remote, scenic, high-quality hiking environment, and does not interfere with most ski development 
plans. Support for the preferred alternative demonstrates to NPS, our members, and the ski 
industry that we are eager to work for solutions that preserve the hiking experience while 
recognizing the concerns of local communities. 

Our support for Alternative 5 represents a significant compromise on our part, but one that we 
believe is in the best long-term interest of the Trail, provided that the Park Service achieves the 
protection described for this alternative in the draft EIS. A fully protected, 1,000-foot corridor for 
the entire LT/AT between the Mendon/Shrewsbury town line and Maine Junction and an easement 
that would keep the current LT/AT available as an access trail from Sherburne Pass to Pico Peak 
must be part of the final protection package. Other conditions outlined on the enclosed position 
statement are also critical for this alternative to be acceptable to the GMC. 

We cannot overemphasize the necessity of your support. The Park Service must receive a strong 
message that the protection called for in Alternative 5 must not be weakened, but rather should be 
strengthened by adding the points discussed in the position statement. 

GMC and Appalachian Trail Conference volunteers and staff have spent countless hours working 
on Trail protection issues in the Killington/Pico region since the early 1980s. The Long Trail News 
has carried several articles since 1989 detailing the various government actions, discussions with the 
ski areas, agreements, lawsuits and hearings. More time, money and energy has been devoted to 
this matter than any other single trail protection issue. This compromise offers our best chance of 
protecting the Trail where it crosses the Coolidge Range. 

In order to more fully involve you and others in our discussion of trail protection at Killington/Pico, 
we will make a presentation during the GMC Annual Meeting on June 6. We expect to begin at 
about 1 1:00 a.m. The meeting will be held at the Friendship Inn at Quechee Gorge in Quechee, 
Vermont. We hope you can attend. 


Thank you for actively participating in this very important Trail protection effort. 



Green Mountain Club Position Statement 
on Killington/Pico Draft EIS 


The Green Mountain Club and Appalachian Trail 
Conference plan to support the National Park Service 
preferred alternative (Alternative 5) in both oral and 
written testimony during the public comment period. 
However, our support depends on several important 
conditions, which will be reflected in our testimony: 

• No new ski development should be permitted 
near or across the Trail south of Pico Peak. The 

section of proposed Trail from Pico to south of Little 
Killington offers some of the finest, roadless, high- 
elevation hiking in Vermont. New ski development 
in this area, such as that reserved by Killington in the 
1 VND easement agreement with NPS for the 1.2 mile 
Killington-Little Killington section, would have 
extremely negative impacts on the hiking experience. 
NPS purchase of Killington’s outstanding rights is 
extremely important, and Killington has already 
stated its opposition to the NPS position. 
Consequently, support for the NPS position (under all 
EIS alternatives except "no action”) -- to expand the 
corridor to 1,000 feet in width and purchase rights 
reserved in 19X9 by Killington for ski development 
between Killington Peak and Little Killington -- is a 
critical requirement to GMC. 

• The existing, historical route up Pico must be 
protected. Access to Pico Peak from Sherburne Pass 
on the current Trail must continue through grant of 
a permanent easement to NPS. If the western route 
is chosen, such an easement will ensure that one of 
the oldest sections of the Long Trail System will 
continue to be open to hikers. The existing Trail will 
provide a direct route to Pico Peak and the ridgeline 
south of Pico, as well as new loop-hiking 
opportunities in this popular and frequently-visited 
area. 

• Permanent protection for a Trail route across the 
Rutland City Forest must be obtained. The National 
Park Service does not have the authority to purchase 
municipal land if the municipality does not wish to 
sell. Therefore, some commitment from the city to 
sell adequate land for the Trail must be received 
before the western route is officially sanctioned. 
GMC and ATC have been working closely with city 
officials on the possibility of such a purchase. 

• Funds to pay for construction of the new route 
must be found. After many days of fieldwork 
exploring options for the western route, we have 
concluded that approximately 7.6 miles of new Trail 


would have to be constructed if the preferred 
alternative is selected. The Trail will cross difficult 
terrain is some areas, and the cost of construction will 
be very high. A source of funds must be identified to 
assure that the new Trail is properly constructed. 

• • • • 

The western route (Alternative 5) represents a 
significant compromise. The superior alternative is 
NPS Alternative 3, which protects the highest-quality 
Long/Appalachian Trail environment by prohibiting 
all ski area development within a 1, 000-foot corridor 
surrounding the existing Trail north of Pico. 
Alternative 3 would preserve the historic, ridgeline 
route and the long history of the Trail at Sherburne 
Pass and provide the most direct connection to the 
Trail north of U.S. 4. 

Nevertheless, we realize Alternative 3 creates an 
unreconcilable conflict with Pico Peak Ski Resort’s 
expansion plans for the northeast side of Pico Peak, 
where the current Trail is located. Implementation of 
Alternative 3 by NPS would virtually guarantee a long 
legal battle, stretching the decision-making process 
well into the future, and possibly taxing the Club’s 
limited staff and financial resources. By supporting 
the western route, we will minimize future conflicts 
with Pico ski area, demonstrate the Trail community’s 
flexibility in establishing the permanent route of the 
Trail, and recognize the economic desires of the local 
community at the same time that we secure a remote, 
undeveloped, and scenic hiking experience on the 
northern end of the Coolidge Range. 

We encourage you to prepare oral testimony for the 
public hearings in Rutland and Bennington on June 
10 and 1 1 and submit written comments directly to 
the National Park Service during the formal public 
comment period on the EIS, which ends July 15. We 
also ask you to carefully consider the above 
conditions and indicate your personal support for 
GMC/ATC’s compromise position (Alternative 5). 
NPS needs to hear from you -- as a member of the 
community of hikers who use the Long/ Appalachian 
Trail -- and how you feel about the protection 
alternatives that are outlined in the EIS. 

If you have any questions or want more information, 
please contact Dennis Shaffer at the GMC office at 
(802) 244-7037. 


/ n 
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OLD BRANDON ROAD 

26 April 1992 

by Jerry Parker, Leader 

The day started with rain 
with no letup in sight. The 
hike was scheduled at 1 p.m. I 
left home in the pouring rain 
thinking no one would show up. 
As I got into Rutland the sky 
toward Brandon was blue and no 
rain was in sight. There were 
six hikers waiting. 

We parked in the Otter Valley 
High School parking lot and 
walked across the baseball field 
until we came to the trail. 
Some wildflowers were in bloom: 
spring beauties, yellow violets, 
and bloodroots. 

The two youngsters who were 
along really appreciated the 
early rain, as they didn't miss 
a single puddle to step into; 
they were wearing "rubber 
boots . " 

We visited the cemetery on 
Hawk Hill as we did on a previ- 
ous hike led by Roma. She wrote 
a nice report on its history in 
the April Smoke & Blazes . It 
was a coincidence we both 
scheduled "mystery" hikes in the 
same area. 

When we started down, Rosie, 
the youngest, had to be carried 
by no one but Mommy. So we had 
to take several rest stops and 
finally the other three hikers 
proceeded on their own. It 
turned out to be a beautiful 
day, and Rosie's comment was 
"Mommy, this was a real nice 
hike. " 


LILY POND, CASTLETON 

2 May 1992 

by Sue Thomas, Leader 

I'm sitting at home listening 
to the thunder crack and the 
rain pour down and thinking how 
fortunate we were to finish our 
hike a mere half hour before the 
storm hit! 

We were also fortunate to have 
among our 14 hikers several ex- 
perts on various subjects, which 
added a great deal to the day. 
Frank and Libby Thorne showed us 
ferns and club mosses, Jerry 
Parker identified raccoon and 
turkey tracks and found an area 
where the turkeys had scraped 
under the fallen pine needles 
for food, and Jean Davies told 
us Indian and colonial uses for 
may of the plants we found, even 
treating us to a taste of 
lily shoots. With the aid of 
binoculars and a field guide 
we identified a Northern 
harrier (a large hawk), 
flushed a grouse, and 
hadtotread lightly to 
avoid stepping on red efts. 

Because of our unusually cold 
spring, wildflowers were scarce, 
so that those we found were en- 
thusiastically appreciated -- 
coltsfoot, several kids of tiny 
violets, and one trillium bud. 
The first hepatica was spotted 
when we had to detour around an 
area where beavers had flooded 
the trail, so I guess we can 
thank them for it. 

The first hikers to reach the 
pond flushed six ducks, but ap- 
parently they didn't like the 
looks of our group and hadn't 




1 
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returned before we finished our 
lunch. A heron was spotted 
flying overhead and peepers sang 
(yelled) for us. 

We took a vote and decided to 
make a short side trip past a 
beautiful little waterfall to a 
place where beavers have 
recently done some landscaping, 
transforming a footbridge into a 
dam and building their lodge in 
the newly flooded area. On the 
way, we found a pile of feathers 
where a grouse provided a meal 
for some hungry critter. 

We finished the hike at the 
Bomoseen float bridge, where 
most of the hikers settled under 
a tree to wait for the rest of 
the cars to be ferried over from 
Glen Lake. All in all it was a 
very productive hike, consider- 
ing everything that we saw and 
learned in a distance of only 2 
1/2 miles. Thanks to everyone 
for making it so much fun. 

BRISTOL NOTCH 

9 May 1992 

by Jerry Parker, Leader 

I couldn't believe it: 
another hike of mine and another 
rainy morning with rain forecast 
all day! 

We had a misprint in the 
schedule: "Easy 4 mile hike." I 
anticipated a fairly large 
crowd, all expecting an easy 
hike. I guess the weather 
helped in this respect. 


Six hikers were waiting, of 
which two were prepared for that 
easy hike. Entering Middlebury, 
we were greeted by clear and 
sunny skies and enjoyed this 
lovely weather all day. 

I decided first to go to Gil- 
more Pond, where we stopped for 
lunch. Nina and Margaret then 
went back to the cars; they were 
able to have their easy hike. 
Sue offered to walk them down 
but they assured us they could 
make it OK. This section of the 
trail is well-traveled. Linda 
was puzzled by the picture win- 
dow in the outhouse. I ex- 
plained the reason but she 
wasn't impressed. 

Five of us proceeded. We saw 
several beaver dams. I did not 
have the problem finding the 
plane wreckage that I did last 
year when we went in June and 
the area was overgrown and I 
missed it within fifty feet of 
the site. We walked around in- 
specting the plane parts. Phil 
was busy taking pictures. On 
the way down we stopped at the 
lookout. We could see Lake 
Champlain and as far as New 
York. 

As we were nearing the road, 
I spotted some trailing arbutus 
that were almost gone by. We 
continued down to where we 
parked. Nina and Margaret left 
us a note assuring us they made 
it back and, yes, I'm proud of 
you both. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station 
and Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy 
water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Dis- 
tances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more infor- 
mation about a trip, please call the trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 
Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 8 August, 8:30 a.m. Leader: Roma & A1 Pulling 773-6997 
MAURI WINTTURI SHELTER TO NOTOWN, Stockbridge. See the new relocation 
of four miles of the AT through the backwoods of Barnard, Bridgewater 
and Stockbridge. Moderate to difficult 8 mile hike. 

Saturday 15 August, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350. 

MOUNT ASCUTNEY. Up the Weathersf ield trail, and down the Brownsville 
trail. 6.1 mile hike up through several sometimes steep sections past 
the Flume, the 80 foot Crystal Cascade, Gus ' s Lookout, the hang glid- 
ing platform and the Norcross Quarry. Somewhat difficult. 

Saturday 22 August - Saturday 29 August. See Long Trail News for 
details or call Rob or Sue Carey 446-2830 before the event. 
INTERSECTIONAL Campout for the whole Green Mountain Club, Camp Ondawa, 
Sunderland, Vermont. Events include Herb Ogden, Jr.'s slide show on 
bicycling in Germany at 7 p.m. on Saturday 29 August. 

Saturday 5 September, 9 a.m.. Leader: G<bbvu±M*b-z2&7 77 s- 6206 

OTTER CREEK CANOE CRUISE. Call the leader if you need a canoe. 

Saturday 12 September, 6 p.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208. 

BALD MOUNTAIN MOONLIGHT. Hike from near Tamarack Notch in Mendon to 
Bald Mountain. Bring supper to eat on Bald Mountain. We'll view Rut- 
land City lights from the Rutland Overlook and descend by moonlight. 
3 mi. easy. 

Saturday 19 September, 9 a.m. Leaders: Phil Johnson 287-9607 & 

Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

MIDDLEBURY GAP TO SKYLIGHT POND. Starting from Rt 125 over Burnt 
Hill, Kirby Peak, Mt. Boyce and Battell Mountain to Skyline Shelter 
and then down Skylight Pond Trail. 7 miles moderate. 

Saturday 26 September, 1 p.m. (after lunch) Leader: Kit Davidson 

273-2982 

THIRD ANNUAL TACONIC MOUNTAINS RAMBLE. Waterfalls, rock ledges, roll- 
ing meadows, mountain peaks with views north, south, east and west, a 
Japanese garden, and other goodies. Wine and cheese on the lawn af- 
terward. Easy (a little shorter than last year) . Rain date: Sunday 
27 September. Call the leader if in doubt or if you want directions 
direct to the starting point. 
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Thursday 1 October, 7 p.m. Co-chair: Herb Ogden (H) 775-1350. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING at Herb Ogden's house, 20 Birchwood Ave . , 
Rutland (off Lafayette St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the 
next three months, or call in your suggestion. For Outing Committee 
members and any others interested. Refreshments! 

Sunday 4 October, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350. 
DORSET PEAK from the north (near Danby Four Corners) . Foliage season 
views from the top should be good. Return may be via the east trail 
depending on interest. 7 mi. difficult. 

Sunday 11 October, 12:30 p.m. ( after lunch ) Leaders: Sue and Rob 
Carey 446-2830 

DEER KNOLL, Manchester. Nice views. 2 1/2 mile moderate hike. 


Saturday 17 October, 8:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185. 

COOLEY GLEN, LINCOLN. JOINT HIKE WITH BURLINGTON SECTION. Long Trail 
from Lincoln Gap over Vermont's scenic Northern Presidential Range to 
Cooley Glen Shelter, then down Cooley Glen Trail. 8.1 mi. moderate. 

Saturday 24 October, 10 a.m. Leaders: Sue and Rob Carey 446-2830 
NICAWATIC CAVE, Pittsford. Bring your flashlight for a bit of spel- 
lunking. 2 miles, moderate. 


Sunday 1 November, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350. 

BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN WORK PARTY to put the Canty Trail in Mendon to bed 
for the winter. Clear waterbars and remove any blowdowns, or just 
come along for a 4.8 mi. round trip of moderate difficulty. Views! 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Phil Johnson, President RR 2, Box 1690, Poultney VT 05764 287-9607 

Linda Pellerin, Vice-President 79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 773-7779 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas . RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 



Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 


.!!! SEND COPY BY 2 OCTOBER 1992 PLEASE !! 




Herb Ogden 
Phil Johnson 

Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 
Assistant 
Editor 
Illustrator 
Production 
and 

Distribution 


Smoke S Blazes welcomes not only reports of Section hikes but also letters to the 
editor and reports of your own unusual excursions. Also, if you have led a hike not 
described in any guidebook, please include in your write-up directions on how to get 
there so that others may enjoy the spot. 
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SOUTHERN HALF WORK PARTIES 

16 and 17 May, 13 and 27 June 
by Sue Carey, Leader 

Route 140 to Upper Cold River 
Road, 16 and 17 May: Maintenance 

on the Trail in rainy weather is 
uncomfortable. When Saturday 
dawned as a dreary day with rain 
likely, I decided to postpone the 
work party. Anyone who called 
was told that we would meet on 
Sunday. Just in case anybody 
came to the park wanting to work, 
I brought tools. Five people 
decided to risk getting wet and 
came to the park willing to work. 
The next day five more people ar- 
rived, so we got all of the 
southern part of the Killington 
Section brushed and cleared. 


Clarendon Gorge Suspension 
Bridge, 13 June: Various people 

from the Killington Section have 
been warning the main club about 
the poor condition of Clarendon 
Gorge Bridge for years and 
finally they started to listen. 
Robert Freis (now former but at 
that time current GMC Field Su- 
pervisor) was able to obtain a 
grant from the National Park 
Service for repairs to the 
bridge. Fred Gilbert volunteered 
to supervise a work party, and 
all that was left was to find 
people to work. 

Even though the Clarendon 
Gorge Bridge is not part of the 
Killington Section's duties, it 
was left to the Section to find 
volunteers. The date was ar- 
ranged after Smoke & Blazes was 
mailed with the outing schedule, 
but with an informational letter 
sent to the membership and Bernie 
Donahue's good publicity, enough 
volunteers arrived to complete 
the task. The workers replaced 
some rotten support beams, in- 
stalled a higher cable for a hand 
railing, fenced the open space 
under the railing, and greased 
the cables. 

The bridge is much safer. 


Within the next several years 
more work will be needed. 

Clarendon Shelter area Long 
Trail relocation, 27 June: Three 
years ago, when the Long Trail in 
Clarendon was relocated to the 
land bought by the National Park 
Service, a section just north of 
Clarendon Shelter was missed. On 
27 June we relocated the remain- 
ing 200 yards or so of trail into 
protected trail corridor land. 
The new section runs straight 
across the abandoned town road, 
crosses the brook, passes a small 
cascade, and heads sharply east 
to join the old route above 
Clarendon Shelter. The shelter, 
not on protected land, is now on 
a blue-blazed side trail. Every- 
thing was finished, including 
blue and white blazes. [Signs to 
Clarendon Shelter were still 
needed; one AT through hiker told 
me he missed the shelter al- 
together. --Ed.] We left and 
walked down the old road to our 
vehicles just before it started 
to rain and hail. 


VARIOUS HIKING ADVENTURES 

by Roma Pulling 

From the time I read about the 
new Bear Hollow Shelter in the 
November issue of Long Trail 
News, I knew I had to go there. 
It was May 5 this year before all 
systems were "GO" and we were 
headed north toward Morristown. 

Bear Hollow is an open-front 
shelter constructed in 1991 by 
the Sterling Section about a mile 
south of the old French Camp, 
which was still standing in May 
and shelter ing - hikers as it has 
since 1931. We camped there on 
July 6, 1984, on our way south to 
Smugglers 's Notch. 

Because of spring road condi- 
tions, we couldn't drive all the 
way to the gate on the road 
branching south from Route 15. 
Walking was easy and the 
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wildf lowers , including colts's 
foot, spring beauties and dog 
tooth violets, were beautiful 
along the way. The crossing of 
French Hill Brook was as dif- 
ficult as I remembered it, and we 
spent several minutes finding a 
safe crossing in that season of 
high water. 

The new shelter was worth the 
effort to get there. It is well 
constructed on a shelf above a 
stream with a railing across the 
front. The round trip was about 
six miles. 

Our other outings were all 
short ones in National Parks on 
our recent trip through the Mid- 
West, starting with the Empire 
Bluff Trail at Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore . in 
Michigan. It led us through the 
forest to a lookout 400 feet over 
Lake Michigan. It afforded a 
lovely view of the dunes further 
north on the shore. Before leav- 
ing we drove to another vantage 
point and climbed a dune. 

Our next opportunity to 
stretch out legs came on our 
visit to Isle Rovale National 
Park . This park is part of 
Michigan but closer to Minnesota, 
and we drove there to catch a 
boat to the island. No cars are 
allowed on the island; one either 
walks or doesn't get around. 
Seven of the sixteen people on 
our boat were backpackers who 
planned to stay several days. We 
got off the boat, after a 2 1/2 
hour ride, at the ranger station 
on the southern end of the is- 
land, called Windigo. After a 
very quick lunch, we had two 
hours before catching the boat 
back to Grand Portage, and we 
made the most of it. After com- 
pleting a loop trail, we headed 
for the campground on the lake 
shore and learned from another 
hiker that a moose was plainly 
not to be missed! We succeeded in 
sneaking up for a good view and 
were mostly ignored by the big 
fellow. 


Three days later we were on a 
trail in Pipestone National Monu- 
ment in southwestern Minnesota. 
This area is administered by the 
Park Service to protect quarries 
used by Indians for hundreds of 
years. The stone quarried there 
was carved into peace pipes. 
Today Indians are the only people 
allowed to quarry the stone, and 
we watched them working on it. 
The trail led us past several 
places where quarries have been 
worked in the past. 

In Blue Mound State Park in 
south-central Wisconsin we hiked 
the Mound Trail to see the herd 
of about 30 buffalo. Then we con- 
tinued on to inspect the mound, 
which is actually a long ridge 
constructed of blocks of stone by 
people in the past. No one knows 
why or by whom. 

In the hilly area of north- 
eastern Iowa near Marquette we 
took a guided hike in Effigy 
Mounds National Monument . There 
both conical and effigy mounds 
constructed by Hopewell Indians 
are protected. The ranger led us 
past a number of them and ex- 
plained that the rounded mounds 
were used as burial sites while 
no one knows the purpose of those 
shaped like animals. We saw one 
shaped like a bear. Another high- 
light of this hike was a lookout 
with a gorgeous view of the Mis- 
sissippi River Islands, a 
wildlife refuge. 

Our last hike was at Indiana 
Dunes’ National Lakeshore on 
Indiana's Lake Michigan shore. We 
enjoyed a short hike on a woodsy 
trail near the Visitor's Center. 
While being appreciative that 
13,000 acres of woods and 
shoreline have been preserved, I 
never lost a feeling of 
claustrophobia. It is squeezed 
between a nuclear power plant on 
the east and the overcrowded maze 
that is Chicago on the west. 

Two days later we were winging 
our way home to the familiar 
hills of Vermont. 
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Wish List for New Headquarters 

If you can donate any of the following (tax-deductible) or know 
someone who might, please contact The Green Mountain Club, RR1 Box 
650, Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 (802) 244-7037 

- 10-15 8' folding tables 

- 100-150 folding chairs 

- Fax machine 

- Copying machine 

- Office chairs 

- Merlin/AT&T Multi-line telephones 

- 3 computers (IBM compatible 386SX 33MHz) 

- HP Laserjet III printer w/ dual tray 

- Desk lights 

- Small storage cabinet (for office supplies) 

- Informational display boards 

- Message board (erasable surface) 

- Drafting style table 

- Dehumidifier (for storage area in barn) 

- Lumber (for various projects) 

- Paint (for exterior of barn and office building) 

- Riding lawn tractor 

- Push lawn mower 

- Vacuum cleaner 

- Bulbs, shrubs, seedlings, etc. for landscaping 

- Refrigerator 

- Flip chart easel (for presentations) 

- Grounds tools: rakes, shovels, etc. 

- 50 mail slot pigeonhole unit 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$14.00 


Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 

Junior (under 18) 

2.50 


Family Junior 

1.00 


Senior (over 65) 

7.00 


Life 

200.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

Institutional 

25.00 



I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund, supporting maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined the Killington Section during 
last year, the month of joining is on the label to the right of your name. From the dues that are due on 31 Decem- 
ber, you may deduct S.50 for each month in this year during which you were not yet a member. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1, BOX 363 
Castleton VT 05735 

Printed on recycled paper. 
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CLARK BROOK TRAIL 

11 July 1992 

by Roma Pulling, Leader 

At an early (8:00) hour on 
Saturday morning five other 
people arrived at the park and 
headed north toward Granville 
with Alfred and me in three 
cars. Like so many days this 
summer, it was cloudy and cool. 

Clark Brook Trail started out 
easy but required increased ef- 
fort as we neared the LT. Even 
some of the younger hikers took 
more frequent rest stops. 
Several crossings of Clark Brook 
were spanned by bridges. One of 
these caused comment as the hand 
rail was in the middle. 

We arrived at the junction of 
the Clark Brook Trail and the LT 
near lunchtime so paused to eat. 
Two people returned to their car 
at that time, but five of us 
continued north on the Long 
Trail to the summit of Mt . 
Roosevelt, .4 mile further on. 
The summit was enveloped in fog, 
but we stood where there would 
have been an excellent view to 
the east on a clear day. 

We passed beds of violet wood 
sorrel, and I stopped to admire 
a cascade and a flower that was 
new to me - a shinleaf. 

One hiker suffered a pain- 
fully sprained ankle on the 
return hike but has survived to 
lead another hike. 


NOTICE OP SPECIAL MEETING 
Dues will be voted on at Fall 
Pot luck. See Outing Schedule. 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL, BRIDGEWATER 

8 August 1992 

by Roma Pulling, Leader 

For the first time, we 
planned a hike and no one came. 
It wasn't the weather because it 
was nearly ideal for hiking. Un- 
fortunately, it was equally 
ideal for many other activities. 

While the hike was still in 
its planning stage, we dis- 
covered that the road to No 
Town, where we planned to have a 
family member meet us and whisk 
us back to our trail head in 
Bridgewater to pick up our car, 
was blocked by a "Bridge Closed" 
sign. So we had to activate Plan 
B, which was to hike as far on 
the Appalachian Trail from North 
Bridgewater as possible and 
return the same way. 

On the way along Route 4 I 
watched the Ottauquechee River 
for signs of wildlife and dis- 
covered a herd of six deer on 
the opposite bank. A thrilling 
sight! ! 

After having driven as far as 
possible on the access road, we 
parked and walked up an aban- 
doned road to the Appalachian 
Trail crossing and headed south. 
In about a half hour we passed 
the side trail leading to 
Wintturi Shelter but continued 
on over a knob. By lunch time we 
reached what is known as The 
Lookout but when I lived in that 
area was a wooden tower called 
Lucy's Lookout. Now it is a 
frame camp, locked, but with a 
ladder leading to an observation 
platform on the roof. The view 
is outstanding and encompasses 
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nearly 360 degrees. 

A lot of the trail there fol- 
lowed old roads and we could zip 
along, but we soon encountered 
another knob, steeper than the 
first. Further on we crossed a 
bridle trail and then came to a 
brook. A glance at our watches 
told us we should turn back. 

Some of this trail had been 
relocated since my last outing 
there so was much new to me. We 
saw some late-blooming violet 
wood sorrel, a pink flower I 
have yet to identify, and 
ghostly Indian pipes. We met one 
through hiker and one out for a 
shorter period. 


BALD MOUNTAIN - MOONLIGHT HIKE 
12-13 September 1992 
by Jerry Parker, Leader 

What a night! What a moon! 
What a hike ! ! 

You couldn't have asked for a 
better night. It was clear and 
cool with a full moon. We 
started at 6:20 p.m. on the Bald 
Mountain trail toward Red Rock 
Vista. There were eleven hikers 
and after a short distance I 
realized it was going to be a 
slow hike. The trail was not 
well maintained and hard to fol- 
low in daylight, and when it 
started getting dark it was al- 
most impossible. 

Some of the hikers expected 
an easier hike, but we had 
several steep places to climb. 
We had to take several rest 
stops along the way. 

We made it to the Red Rock 
Vista after 8:00 p.m. where we 
ate supper overlooking the City 
of Rutland all lit up, an im- 
pressive sight. We could hear 
the noise from the fair but the 
trees obscured our view. While 
we ate we decided on a easier 
decent which was longer. We 
started down after 9:00 p.m. and 
really had to look for the 
trail. I went ahead to search 
for the trail on one occasion 


and found a partly chewed deer 
antler which mice eat to get 
their calcium. 

We came to the airport 
lookout next. The runways were 
all lit up and flashing. It was 
beautiful. After this our 
troubles began. It was 10:00 
when we came to a sign stating 
"Trail Closed Logging"! There 
wasn't much we could do but con- 
tinue on. There was no trail to 
follow, so we headed down the 
logging road. After a slow trip 
we came to a logging header 
which I recognized from a previ- 
ous hike . By then our flash- 
lights were getting dim. Phil 
let me use a spare one he had in 
his pack. We were on the logging 
road that went between Cold 
River and where we parked. 

It was now 11:00 p.m.. Some 
of the group weren't sure 
whether I knew where we were, 
but Joann recognized the area 
from a spring hike with Chur- 
chill and assured all that we 
were not lost. When we got into 
clearings the moon gave us light 
we sorely needed. 

We continued finally getting 
to the fire road that circles 
Bald Mountain. It was almost 
midnight. As we came to our cars 
I expected someone waiting for 
us (like the rescue squad). One 
comment was "This sure was a 
real adventure." I think it will 
be talked about for some time. 

What started out to be a easy 
three mile hike as scheduled was 
almost five miles and six hours. 


NEW ROOF ON COOPER LODGE 

3 October 1992 
by Sue Carey 

Ruth and Sandy Lamb, 
caretakers of Cooper Lodge, were 
the instigators of this work 
party. Ruth is a descendant of 
C.P. Cooper for whom the lodge 
is named. Ruth's uncle, C.P. 
Cooper's son, donated money for 
the new roof. 
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The new roof was definitely 
needed. Water was leaking into 
the lodge and was damaging one 
section of the structure. The 
work party was arranged after 
the schedule was mailed, but 
through word of mouth, the US 
mail and the Rutland Herald, 
enough people were notified for 
a crew of eleven to be formed. 

We drove two trucks up the 
steep and winding Killington 
service road. The new roofing 
was carried approximately 75 
yards to the lodge and the old 
roofing was carried back to the 
trucks. These ten feet by three 
feet pieces of metal were not 
only heavy but awkward. 

The weather was very dreary. 
The entire day was spent in a 
cloud. Occasional wind gusts 
made working treacherous. One 
sheet of metal was blown off the 
roof and hit John Ruppe in the 
head . 

The roof removal and replace- 
ment took the entire day with 
the majority of the crew not 
leaving the mountain until 6:00. 
Originally we had hoped to also 
reconstruct the outhouse at Pico 
Camp, but roof work took the en- 
tire time. If you are interested 
in outhouse construction, con- 
tact Tim Welch. 

It was a hard job but the 
roof should last for decades. 
Ruth and Sandy would like to 
thank all the Killington Section 
"laborers" who helped complete 
this project. 

We would like to thank Ruth 
and Sandy for their super effort 
as caretakers of Cooper Lodge! 


DORSET PEAK 

4 October 1992 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

This hike began with my ver- 
sion of the old riddle about the 
river, the boat that can hold 
only three people and a dog (or 
whatever), the seven people, 
three dogs, and one cat that 


must get across, and the ques- 
tion how many trips are neces- 
sary. When I absentmindedly let 
a hiker meet us at the Danby 
trailhead instead of at the 
North Dorset trailhead, I added 
a round trip between these two 
places. At least the trips up 
and down the Great Valley of 
Vermont were unusually pretty, 
just before the peak of foliage 
season, and we did finally get 
started up the mountain. 

The Danby trailhead is almost 
exactly due south of Danby Four 
Corners, beginning at the 1410' 
elevation shown on the USGS Dor- 
set 7.5 min. quadrangle. The 
top is about 3760' and that 
yields some 2350' of climb, plus 
a little more in the saddles be- 
tween the various peaks. 

We headed about due south 
from the Danby trailhead and 
soon crossed a small brook on a 
well-maintained woodroad that 
appeared to be on Smoky House 
Project land. Before we left 
the fields, we had a beautiful 
view north over the fall colors 
and the mountains on this won- 
derfully clear, crisp day. The 
woodroad climbed steadily and 
sometimes quite steeply to the 
gap between the 3515' west peak 
of Dorset Mountain and the 
higher east peaks, right on the 
Danby-Dorset town line. This is 
where the trail from Dorset Hol- 
low comes in. It is the only 
Dorset Mountain trail described 
in the club's Day Hiker's Guide 
to Vermont . From the gap, we 
again had nice views to the 
north and northwest. 

From the gap, the woodroad, 
which I had billed as 
"relatively level," actually 
climbs pretty steeply in places 
before the trail leaves it and 
heads south to the site of the 
fire tower. There was a little 
good-natured grumbling about the 
way lawyers use language from 
those who hadn't grasped the 
full significance of "relatively 
level. " 
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We lunched at the fire tower 
site, enjoying the views to the 
west and north till the cold 
west wind drove us off this 
3730' knob and on to the actual 
Dorset Peak, elevation 3770'. 
The true peak boasts a nicely 
carved sign, the lower five feet 
or so of a cabin nicely made of 
logs squared off at the ends, 
and an Appalachian Mountain Club 
"New England Hundred Highest" 
register. There is a limited 
view back to the fire tower site 
from just southwest of the true 
peak. 

Driven by my recollection of 
a view from the northernmost 
peak (3690'), our group of eight 
went thither. After the summit 
ridge trail hit the old 
woodroad, the trail became 
pretty indistinct, but we did 
find the final peak and the 
remains of another log cabin 
there. The view, however, 
turned out to be in the same 
category as the gold that the 
old Spaniard is supposed to have 
hidden at Wallingford's White 
Rocks. 

We retraced our route to 
about 700' southwest of the true 
peak, then turned south at a 
junction marked by signs. There 
was a "North Dorset" sign point- 
ing back the way we had come. 
We concluded it had fallen off 
the tree and been nailed back up 
pointing in the wrong direction. 

At first, our trail down was 
a little-used snowmobile trail 
that moonlighted as a brook in 
places, descending at a moderate 
grade. Almost all of it shows 
on the USGS map; just the very 
top is missing. At the 3350' 
elevation, this trail joins a 
woodroad that the USGS map shows 
as coming from near the fire 
tower site. After a very pretty 
and nearly level quarter mile, 
the woodroad suddenly pitches 
down very steeply and loses 
about 800' in only half a mile. 
This was slow going, but pretty. 

At the saddle between Dorset 


Peak and Netop Mountain, we 
paused to consume the goodies 
that we had passed up at the 
windswept fire tower site. They 
were most generously shared by 
our excellent bakers while we 
admired the view of Dorset Moun- 
tain and The Mettawee to the 
west. 

From here, the woodroad had 
been used very recently for log- 
ging. The skid tracks went 
south up toward Netop; we took 
them downhill and, after two 
switchbacks, reached the old 
Dorset-Danby County Road 
described in the Day Hiker's 
Guide. I was glad to see the 
County Road, for I had never 
hiked down to it from Dorset 
Peak before and was not ab- 
solutely sure the woodroad I had 
spotted earlier this summer was 
the same one the USGS map showed 
coming down from Dorset Peak. 

We crossed the County Road 
and headed down what the USGS 
map calls a "jeep trail," soon 
crossing an old power line 
evidenced by a huge downed pole. 
Pretty soon, a blue-blazed road 
came in from the north. This 
hits the County Road a little 
farther north than we did, and 
is an alternate route to the 
Natural Bridge. We followed the 
trail, now an old public road, 
downhill and across Gulf Brook 
to the poorly-marked junction 
with the Natural Bridge Trail. 
After about 400' the road became 
passable. We walked past an old 
dam and a few houses, and soon 
we were in North Dorset at our 
cars . 

This is a strenuous but very 
pretty way to go up and down 
Dorset, and nicer than the route 
from Dorset Hollow, which is ex- 
tremely steep before it hits the 
Dorset Mountain gap. I've 
described it at some length be- 
cause it is not in the Day 
Hiker's Guide . With this 
description and the USGS map, an 
experienced hiker should have 
little trouble following it. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 

Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station 
and Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy 
water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Dis- 
tances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more infor- 
mation about a trip, please call the trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 
Non-members are welcome! 


Sunday 8 November, 9:30 a.m. Leader: W.C. Scott 775-2185 
EAST MOUNTAIN, Moderate 4 mile hike. Beautiful views of Rutland. 

Saturday 14 November, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185. 

FORT TICONDEROGA & CROWN POINT, an easy, short historical walk around 
this revolutionary work site and Crown Point's ruined forts. Fe.rr^ charge. 

Saturday 21 November, 5:30 p.m. Contact: Phil Johnson 287-9607 
POTLUCK AND SPECIAL MEETING Location this year will be the Econo 
Lodge - Mountainside (previously the Pico Manor) on Route 4 east in 
Mendon. Please bring your own utensils and placesetting as well as 
your favorite dish of course. Herb Ogden will be presenting his slide 
show titled Cycling in Germany . 

Special meeting will include acting on Board of Directors' recommenda- 
tion on dues structure and/or increase. 

Sunday 6 December, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Roma & A1 Pulling 773-6997 
ABBEY POND, Ripton/Br istol . This will be a 3.8 mile moderate hike to a 
highland pond near East Middlebury. 

Saturday 12 December, 9:00 a.m. Leader: John Ruppe 228-8694 

PLYMOUTH BACKROADS SURPRISE, in the area of Five Corners. 5 miles 

moderate. 

Thursday 7 January, 7 p.m. Co-chair: Herb Ogden 775-1350. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING at Herb Ogden's house, 20 Birchwood Ave . , 
Rutland (off Lafayette St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the 
next three months, or call in your suggestion. For Outing Committee 
members and any others interested. Refreshments! 

Saturday 9 January, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350 

PINE HILL PARK TO PROCTOR, 5 miles moderate, past Rocky Pond, Muddy 

Pond and along the ridge. 

Saturday 16 January, 10:00 a.m. Leaders: Rob & Sue Carey 446-2830 
CASTLETON RAIL ROAD BED, south of Castleton State College. 4 +/- mile 
easy hike past fields, farms and ponds. 

Saturday 23 January, 9:30 a.m. Leaders: Phil Johnson 287-9607; Linda 
Pellerin 773-7779 

SNAKE MOUNTAIN, near Addison. A 4 mile moderate hike with views of the 
Champlain Valley and the Adirondacks to the west from the summit 
ledge. 
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Sunday 31 January, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Bernie Donahue 773-7462 

GREAT ROARING BROOK, Shrewsbury - Plymouth. An easy 3 mile hike along 

the old road to Plymouth Union. 

Sunday 7 February, 1:00 p.m. Leader: W.C. Scott 775-1^4 
GLEN DAM, Rutland. A 2 mile easy traditional favorite. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Phil Johnson, President RR 2, Box 1690, Poultney VT 05764 287-9607 

Linda Pellerin, Vice-President 79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 773-7779 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treas. RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Phil Johnson 

Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 

Assistant 

Editor 

Illustrator 

Production 

and 

Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

!!! SEND COPY BY 7 JANUARY 1993 PLEASE !!! 



Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of Section hikes but also letters to the 
editor and reports of your own unusual excursions. Also, if you have led a hike not 
described in any guidebook, please include in your write-up directions on how to get 
there so that others may enjoy the spot. 
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DEER KNOLL HIKE 

11 October 1992 
by Rob Carey, Leader 

Let's go some place different. 
How about Deer Knoll on Mt. Equi- 
nox? Sure, we can scout it out at 
the Intersectional before leading 
it in October. Thus began the ad- 
venture. 

At the Intersectional, we dis- 
covered that Deer Knoll had been 
dropped from the newer Day Hikers 
Guide (note that this is not the 
most current one) . After spending 
some time looking for the Burr 
and Burton Trail we finally got 
started. After the Trail started 
getting steep, it was time to 
bushwhack. Just as we neared 
"turn-around-time" the advance 
members of the group spotted a 
promising opening and we arrived 
at the destination and enjoyed 
the view. The return trip sug- 
gested several roads that would 
reduce the bushwhacking. 

The day of the Section's Hike 
was at the height of the foliage 
season, a fact we were reminded 
of as we drove into Manchester. 
Traffic was backed up about a 
mile either side of Malfunction 
Junction. Starting the hiking 
from Burr and Burton, and follow- 
ing the Burr and Burton Trail got 
us off to a good start. Branching 
off we followed several roads, 
until none seemed to be heading 
the right direction. It was time 
to start bushwhacking. The plan 
was to hit another old road and 
follow it awhile. Unfortunately, 
we never ran into any of the 
other roads. As our "turn- 
around-time" approached, we 
decided to retreat and enjoy the 
hike back. The foliage, although 
a little past peak, was still 
beautiful. 

We did see some promising 
roads leading toward Equinox 
Pond, where the old guidebook 
describes the Deer Knoll Trail 
beginning. Perhaps we'll try 
again next year. The view is 
worth it I 


RUTLAND REGIONAL PLANNING COMMIS- 
SION - ENVIRONMENT REPRESENTA- 
TIVE. 

Wally Rogers is the area-wide 
representative for the environ- 
ment on the Rutland Regional 
Planning Commission. The Commis- 
sion is developing a regional 
plan at this time and also reacts 
to town plans and other regional 
activities. The Long Trail, AT, 
Catamount Trail, open space, 
water quality, bike trails and 
land use are all important issues 
that may be affected by the Com- 
mission. He wishes to develop a 
list of Rutland County residents 
interested in these topics: 
people who want to learn more 
about the issues and be able to 
take part in town or regional 
meetings and promote the impor- 
tance of these environmental 
issues . 

Please send a note with your 
name, address, telephone number 
and particular interests to: 

Wally Rogers 
RR 2, Box 5370 
Castleton, VT 05735 


KILLINGTON AND PICO UPDATE 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

During the National Park 
Service's comment period on its 
draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment, about 50 GMC members wrote 
to the NPS and sent the GMC of- 
fice a copy. All but about 5 
took the GMC's position of sup- 
port for Alternative 5 (west of 
Pico, rejoining the LT at Willard 
Gap) with some protection for the 
current LT. The local Ap- 
palachian Trail Conference staf- 
fer is negotiating with Pico and 
the City of Rutland to get this 
combination. Success appears 
possible. Meanwhile, the final 
NPS Environmental Impact State- 
ment will probably come out in 
January and will probably con- 
tinue to choose Alternative 5. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont . 


DUES* 


NAME: 


Adult 

$14.00 



Adult Spouse 

11.00 

ADDRESS: 


Junior (under 18) 

2.50 



Family Junior 

1.00 



Senior (over 65) 

7.00 



Life 

200.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

* 

Institutional 

25.00 




I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund, supporting maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined the Killington SefTTdh during 
last year, the month of joining is on the label to the right of your name. From the dues that are due on 31 Decem- 
ber, you may deduct S.50 for each month in this year during which you were not yet a member. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1, Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 

Printed on recycled paper. 



Robert and Thelma Perkins 92 
4812 Lebanon Road 
Charlotte NC 28227 


InlilliilmliliiMliitlliiiinlillliuiliililiiil 
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Dear Members of the Killington Section-Green Mountain Club: 


The following minutes for our meeting, November 21,1992 has the 
approved dues schedule for the section. Please check this notice 
when you send your dues during January, 1993. If a date appears 
on your mailing label because of joining late in the year,you may 
deduct $0.25 for each month in the year you were not a member--if 
your label says 8/92, deduct 8 times 0.25 or two dollars. 


Twenty-three members of the Killington Section met at the Econo 
Lodge in Mendon on November 21, 1992 for a pot-luck supper and 
special meeting which was duly warned. The business meeting was 
opened by President Phil Johnson at 1845 hours. Sue Carey, 
"Trails and Shelters", announced an environmental training 
meeting to be held Jan 23-24. Herb Ogden described the pro and 
con views of the National Scenic Trail designation for the Long 
Trail. Discussion followed. The members present voted 
unanimously to endorse the directors motion "The Killington 
Section Board of Directors oppose deciding National Scenic Trail 
status until more complete information is obtained and urge that 
any proposal acted upon by the Main Club Directors be presented t 
the Members at the next Annual Meeting for ratification before 
action is taken." Members are urged to pass on their views. 


Wally Rogers presented the dues proposal. Our local household 
costs are currently $6 per year. The main club assessment has 
gone from $5.50 three years ago to the present $12/18. We have 
local funds to temporarily soften the increased dues impact. The 
following dues categories and fees were unanimously approved. 

individual 

f ami 1 y (members at 

at one address) 
individual under 18 yr 


life member-Kil Sect 


1993 

1994 and 

16.00 

18.00 

24.00 

24.00 

6.00 

6.00 

10.00 

12.00 

400.00 

400.00 


Group consensus was to thank our Econo Lodge Hosts. 

Herb Ogden presented a program titled Cycling in Germany. 
Meeting was adjourned at 2015 hours. 

Wally Rogers, Secy-Treas 
RR 2, Box 5370 
Cast 1 eton , VT 05735 


MEMBERSHIP LIST--1993L 


Aines, Linda D. 

RR 1 , Box 1201 
Sudbury, VT 05733 

Allard, Danny and Darrell 
Bump Road, Box 260A 
Clarendon, VT 05759 

Aniello .Joseph 
35 Hinckley Avenue 
Stamford, CN 06902 

Badger .Robert L. 

16 Grant Street 
Potsdam, NY 13676 

Barber .David and Audrey 
16 Ballou Road 
Hopedale, MA 01747 

Pombar ,Rick Bove , C/0 Bets 
45 Pleasant Street 
Woodstock, VT 05091 

Burrows ,Wi 1 1 iam and Mary 
41 Beaman Street 
Poultney, VT 05764 

Cahee .Christine 
179 Union Street 
Springfield, VT 05156 

Carey ,Rob .Sue , Mar a ,Seth 
RR 1 , Box 340 
Wallingford, VT 05773 

Catozzi .Raymond 
103 Bellevue Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Char land .Rachel W. 


Cohen .Norman 
P. 0. Box 517 
Rutland. VT 05702 

Conlon, Diana and George 
9 Sunset Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Cook, Robert M 
RR 1 , Box 309 
Wallingford, VT 05773 

Corey, Linda J. and Lester 

RFD Box 4276 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 


Corr igan .Susan E, 

RR 3 , Box 7369 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Coton, James and Deborah 
RR 1, Box 173 
Cuttingsville , VT 05738 

Darrow .Robert P. 

RR 2, Box 7562 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Davidson .Kit 
86 Bedford Street 
New York, NY 10014 

Davies, Jean J. 

Box 37 

Pittsford, VT 05763 

Deinzer .Sally and Walter 

RR 1 , Box 291 

North Clarendon, VT 05759 

Dicton , Sr .Joe 
RR 1 , Box 3999-3 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Donahue ,Ber nie 
50 Edgerton Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Drumm .Sarah 

9 Depot Street, # 4 
Ludlow, VT 05149 

Dukeshire .Dan 

44 1/2 Crescent Street 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Frink, Mrs. Helen E. 

10 Elm Street 
Randolph, VT 05060 

Garfinkel .Bernard and Maxine 
PO Box 135 

Wallingford, VT 05773 

Gibbud .Ruth 
120 Park Street 
Proctor , VT 05765 

Gorman, Mary K. 

Box 62 

Belmont. VT 05730 

Ha ndly .Eric .Trisha .Briar ,J 
RR a . box 38 

North Clarendon, VT 05759 


Hartigan , Thomas and Gail 

RR 2, Box 1281 

West Rutland, VT 05777 


Newton .Doris 
26 Boutwell Road 
Andover , MA 01810 


Hawley , Irene , Ira , and Lorr 
RR 3, Box 7264 
Rutland, VT 05701 

O’Neill ,Mary R . 

118 South Williams 
Whitehall, NY 12887 

Hickey .Margaret 
33 South Street 
Proctor , VT 05765 

Oldenburg , Sal ly V. 
RR 3, Box 4635 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Hughes, John and Emma 
18 Ronaldo Court 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Ouvarof f , Lydia 
47 Pleasant Steet 
Ludlow, VT 05149 

Johnson ,Phi 1 
RR 2, Box 1690 
Poultney , VT 05764 

Par ker .Gerald 
RR 1 , Box 586 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Johnson ,Wi 1 lard M. 
RR 4 , Box 251 
Abilene, KS 67410 

Partridge .Sanborn 
62 Ormsbee Avenue 
Proctor , VT 05765 

Knox, Kent Yucel & Tamsin 
P 0 Box 62 

Chittenden, VT 05737 

Pellerin, Linda L 
79 East Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

LaPenna .Nina 
16 Garden Street 
Proctor , VT 05765 

Per kins .Robert and Thelma 
4812 Lebanon Road 
Charlotte, NC 28227 

Lonergan .Timothy P. 
50 Watkins Avenue 
Rutland, Vt 05701 

Perkins, Vera A. 

242 S. Main Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Lord, Robert and Mary B. 
RR 2, Box 2086-1 
Brandon, VT 05733 

Proulx .Dennis 
Parmeke Hall , CSU 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 

Mangan .Carol 

Rte 103, Box 1243 

Cuttingsville , VT 05738 

Pulling .Roma 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Mar key ,Lor i 
22 Hillside Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Reohr .Janet 
8 Church Street 
Poultney, VT 05764 

Martin, John and Janet 
7 Curtis Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Reynolds .George W. 

8 Hillcrest Road 
Springfield, VT 05156 

Martin, David S. 

Box 324 

Mount Holly, VT 05758 

Robichaud ,Wi 1 1 iam T. 
P 0 Box 457 
Rutland, VT 05702 

Meany ,Mar jor ie V. 
300 N. Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Rogers ,Wal ly 

RR 1 , Box 363 

Cast leton , VT 05735 

Nelson .Sue 

29 1/2 Gorham Bridge Road 

*"* vt AC.7AC; 

Ruppe .John 
RR 1 , Box 527 
Ludlow, VT 05149 


Russell, Miss Ellen B. 

21a Venturi Green, LCCR 
North Providence, RI 02904 


Schwartz .Charlotte 
P 0 Box 33 

Wallingford, VT 05773 

Scott, W. C. 

RR 3, Box 4869 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Shattuck ,Ted and Carolyn 
36 Patricia Lane 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Sheldon , Mar i lyn 

RR 1 , Box 2145 

West Rutland, VT 05777 

Sherman , Jake .Deborah .Rebecc 
48 Morse Place 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Sibley .Joan 
Keiffer Road 
Cuttingsville , VT 05738 

Sickley ,Ted 
RFD , Box 292 
Danby, VT 05739 

Sugarman .Nancy 
199 Mussey Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Swanson ,Erny ,Tim .Andrew ,Hop 
RR 2, Box 8531 
Rutland. VT 05701 

Thibault .Barbara 
358 62nd Street 
Newport Beach, CA 92663 

Thomas, H. Ogden, Jr. & Cat 
20 Birchwood 
Rutland, VT 05701 


T imko .Matthew 
P 0 Box 591 
Ludlow, VT 05149 

Thomas ,Sue 
27 Clinton Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Trotta ,Bob 

RT 103, Brookhaven, Cl 
Ludlow, VT 05149 

Thor ne .Douglas A. 

RR 1 , Box 2251 
Killington, VT 05751 

Vale, Robert and Ann 
P.0. Box 1565 
Castleton, VT 05735 

Ward , Tim 
Box 342 

Whitehall, NY 12887 

Welch .Timothy 
RR 1 , Box 803 
Pittsford, VT 05763 

Wei Is , Craig 
32 Sheridan Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

White, Gary A. 

RFD 310 

Shrewsbury, VT 05738 

Wright, David P 
P.0. Box 1001 

Middleton Springs, VT 05757 

Young, Donald R. 

145 Main 

Ludlow, VT 05149 

Young, Donna C. 

19 Sunset Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 

Young, Nancy Elizabeth 
Box 168 

Ludlow, VT 05149 
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OTTER CREEK CANOE TRIP 

5 September 1992 

by Ruth Gibbud & Jerry Parker, 
Leaders 

On a sunny Saturday morning, 
ten varicolored canoes with 20 
adults, four children and one 
dog put into Otter Creek at the 
West Salisbury covered bridge 
and headed north for Middlebury. 
On the way we got a history les- 
son when we stopped at the 
marker commemorating Ann Story. 
The river was high enough for us 
to enjoy the many remaining 
wildflowers and avoid the mud 
common along much of the rest of 
the river at this time of year. 
We took out for lunch at a rail- 
road trestle that provided 
photographers with some inter- 
esting perspectives on the river 
and the rails as well as the 
beginning of the color changes 
along the mountains. 

This reporter heard no com- 
plaints and enjoyed the trip 
tremendously. 


LONG TRAIL - LINCOLN GAP TO 
COOLEY GLEN 

17 October 1992 
by Sue Thomas, Leader 

The forecast was awful the 
day we set out for this hike, 
but as it was one of three 
pieces I needed to finish my 
end-to-end, I was determined to 
go anyway. It was a joint hike 
with the Burlington Section 
which made it lots of fun. Hope 
we'll be able to do more of that 
in the future. We started up 


from Lincoln Gap (and I mean 
UP!), a great way to get your 
heart started! After all the 
ugly predictions it turned out 
to be a beautiful day, tho cold, 
we weren't tempted to linger at 
the viewpoints. Late fall is 
such a great time to hike 
ridgetops, with the leaves down 
you can see so much more, and 
the light is especially nice for 
taking pictures. We had a long 
ridge to traverse before climb- 
ing to the summit of Mt. Grant, 
and it was very beautiful. 

We had a quick lunch at the 
summit, the wind and cold in- 
spiring us to eat quickly, and 
descended to Cooly Glen shelter. 
From there we followed the 
Cooley Glen Trail along a 
beautiful river down to our 
cars. It was a long hike but one 
I'd like to do again in warmer 
weather when the views are more 
appealing. 

We missed the Pullings, whose 
car we spotted in the parking 
lot. They were off on the Emily 
Proctor Trail showing off in 
front of some feeble young 
folks, and had already left by 
the time we got back to our 
cars. If you want more details, 
ask them- that is if you can 
keep up with them long enough to 
hear it! 


PLEASE SEND 1993 DUES TO THE 
SECTION TREASURER NOW! 

Please see the article on page 7 
and the form on page 8. Thanks! 
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NICKWAKETT CAVE - PITTSFORD 

24 October 1992 
by Sue Carey, Leader 

The day was very cloudy with 
scattered showers forecast. This 
didn't seem to deter many be- 
cause nineteen people came on 
this hike including eight 
children. I advertised this hike 
in my Brownie schedule so two of 
the families who came have girls 
in my troop. 

Nickwakett Cave is a mile up 
an old town road. It is a small 
cave with three entrances, but 
there are several long passages 
to explore. It also has bats, 
spiders, and several nice forma- 
tions of flowstone and ribbons. 

The following is a story 
about the trip by Laura 
Daubenspeck, a second grade stu- 
dent : 

Today Im happy becas im going 
in a cave. Evre bute went in ex- 
cept me I went alittl ways it was 
dark, at the end it was rainy we 
fond sheltr. I was rel rel cold 
and wet the shetr was dry I got in 
the shetr I got rel dirty my dad 
got dirty to it was fun. 

The following is a story by 
Mara Carey, also a second grade 
student: 

Today Im happy becus im going 
to a cave it is dark. When I came 
in I was clean. When I came out I 
was dirty. I liked the cave. 

CANTY TRAIL WORK PARTY, BLUE 
RIDGE MOUNTAIN 

1 November 1992 

by Herb Ogden, Jr. , Leader 

On a wonderfully clear day, 
five stalwarts gathered to put 
the Canty Trail to bed for the 
winter. In Mendon, a sixth has- 
tened up the trail to join us. 

We began by clearing blow- 
downs on the fairly level 
stretch before the first big 
brook crossing, leaving one 
evergreen stump cut in a way we 
think will puzzle future hikers. 
(Its present position is not 


that in which it was cut.) 
After the first crossing was a 
skid road, new this year. It 
has obliterated the old road 
from there to the biggest brook 
crossing and made the trail wet- 
ter. Fortunately, the loggers 
spared most of the blazed trees. 
Unfortunately, they used blue to 
mark their trees to cut. 

We crossed the major brook on 
a new log bridge, deviating from 
the trail, which crosses a few 
feet upstream on rocks. The 
skid road finally stopped a few 
yards short of the National 
Forest purchase boundary. We 
couldn't do much about it except 
open a few waterbars. 

Once we entered National 
Forest and were back on the old 
woodroad, most of our work was 
drainage. We dug out all the 
old waterbars and added several 
new ones. We also cleared spur 
trails to the top and bottom of 
the cascade and improved the 
summit trails a little. 

A little snow lingered in 
shady places above the 3000' 
level, but we were warmed by the 
sun as we lunched at the Rutland 
Lookout. Ray Catozzi told us 
about the old Hellebore Trail 
that connected Blue Ridge with 
Willard Gap until the 1930s, and 
we speculated about where it 
deviated from the top of the 
present trail. I noted that the 
woodroad that crosses the Canty 
Trail above the cascade con- 
tinues across the brook on a 
ruined log bridge and eventually 
(after many briars) comes back 
into the Canty Trail somewhat 
above where the Canty Trail 
turns northeast, away from the 
old Canty place. Maybe the Hel- 
lebore Trail branched northeast 
from that woodroad? 

Ray confirmed that long-time 
member Craigue Perkins, who 
owned Tall Timbers at the bottom 
of the Canty Trail, has sold it 
to his son in North Carolina. 
He may want the trail moved. 
Ray will write to him to try to 
keep access to Blue Ridge, one 
of our prettiest hikes. 
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LACHUTE RIVER INTERPRETIVE TRAIL 

14 November 1992 
by Sue Thomas, Leader 

Our annual effort to avoid 
being shot at during hunting 
season took us to Ticonderoga 
this year for a short hike along 
the LaChute River. Armed with a 
very detailed pamphlet we passed 
the sites where a succession of 
mills once operated, beginning 
with the first sawmill built by 
the French in 1755, lumber in 
the 1800's, graphite (remember 
those yellow "Ticonderoga" pen- 
cils you used in school?) , iron, 
paper and pulp in the 1900 's, 
and today's hydroelectric tur- 
bine. The pamphlet also ex- 
plained the geology of the area, 
and even though we lost track of 
where we were some of the time 
it was very interesting. 

We'd planned to roam around 
Fort Ti after that but the gates 
were locked up tight, and rather 
than demand entry "in the name 
of the Great Jehovah and the 
Continental Congress" (or the 
Green Mountain Club!) we went on 
to Chimney Point for lunch amid 
the ruins of the fort there. 
Much of the barracks is still 
standing and the kids had a won- 
derful time running from room to 
room. 

I have some extra copies of 
the LaChute interpretive 
pamphlet if anyone would like 
one. It is a short hike but 
worth the trip for history 
buffs. 


POTLUCK AND SPECIAL MEETING 

21 November 1992 

by Phil Johnson, President 

At our annual "Hunting 
Season" potluck last November 
twenty three members showed up 
to enjoy a pleasant evening of 
eating, drinking, eating, talk- 
ing, eating, listening and a 
little more eating. The minutes 
of the meeting were mailed out 
to all members along with a copy 
of our current membership list. 


Sue Carey gave an update on 
Trails and Shelters status, Herb 
Ogden lead a discussion of the 
possible designation of the Long 
Trail as a National Scenic 
Trail. Members approved the 
Section Directors' reguest that 
the GMC gather more information 
before voting on this. We 
evaluated and unanimously ap- 
proved a proposal from the Board 
of Directors to change the dues 
structure. This new dues struc- 
ture simplifies the old struc- 
ture by eliminating two of the 
seven categories. It also in- 
creases the total amount of dues 
which will be received to par- 
tially offset increases in Main 
Club assessments. Please note 
the new dues listed on the back 
page of the Smoke and Blazes 
when paying your 1993 dues. 

Lastly, I'd like to thank 
Herb for his slide show tour of 
bicycling in Germany and our 
hosts, Ross Almo and Susan Doane 
of the Econo Lodge for providing 
the facilities free of charge to 
our section. 


ABBEY POND, RIPTON 

6 December 1992 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

This lovely little woodland 
pond used to be a favorite des- 
tination for KS members but had 
been selected for several years. 
The day Alfred and I chose to 
make up for this omission was a 
good day for a winter hike - not 
too cold and at least partly 
sunny. 

Four people met us at the 
park, and we were off to our 
parking area a short distance 
east of Rt. 116 in East Mid- 
dlebury. The trail which starts 
here is easy at first except for 
a tricky crossing of Muddy 
Brook, which is the outlet of 
Abbey Pond. From here the trail 
rises more steeply, and on this 
stretch we lost two of our 
hikers, who returned to their 
car . 


(continued on page 4) 


The blazing caused some 
momentary confusion, but we ar- 
rived at the pond at lunchtime 
only to find a brisk, cold wind 
which discouraged us from lin- 
gering. We found a spot which 
offered some shelter and ate a 
quick lunch and left rather hur- 
riedly but not before admiring 
the beaver lodge and two blue 
heron nests in the tree tops. We 
were told that access to the 
pond is controlled during nest- 
ing season. 

On our return to our cars, we 
found our two companions waiting 
for us, and after agreeing that 
it had been a pleasant outing, 
we headed home. 

On the trail we met four 
hunters (muzzle loaders) and 
four other hikers. 




PINE HILL PARK TO PROCTOR 

9 January 1993 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 


On a mercilessly cold but, 
luckily, mercifully only 
slightly breezy forenoon, the 
Leader was astonished and 
delighted to find that thirteen 
other people had decided to 
brave the icy air and try a new 
hike. One very small dog also 
participated in the outing, 
peering out of a Snugli while 


trying to keep his ears from 
freezing and, doubtless, wonder- 
ing what the humans were up to. 

After spotting cars near the 
end of Ormsbee Avenue in Proc- 
tor, we began our hike at the 
north end of Evergreen Avenue in 
the City of Rutland, entering 
Pine Hill Park. After enjoying 
the view along the power line 
from near the old stone crusher, 
we hiked one of the few still- 
open parts of the Pine Hill Park 
Trail System, up to the road to 
Rocky Pond. As we gained eleva- 
tion, we encountered a slight 
dusting of snow. 

We paused briefly to enjoy 
the view over frozen Rocky Pond. 
Some of the hikers reminisced 
about the days when this was a 
city swimming area with a park- 
ing lot, refreshment stand, and 
fireplaces. Then it was on to 
Muddy Pond, much prettier than 
its name. Turning westerly at 
the junction on the south side 
of Muddy Pond, we soon passed 
the last view of Rocky Pond and 
tramped though pleasant woods to 
another power line, which we 
followed for some distance. We 
took the second trail to the 
north from the power line and 
followed a woodroad along the 
west side of Pine Hill. Near 
what appeared to be an old or- 
chard, we found numerous oblong 
holes in the ground, probably 
for percolation tests. 

By now our thermometers 
showed an average temperature in 
the mid-teens Fahrenheit. The 
lunch stop was appropriately 
short. We then began a long 
downgrade, avoiding the trails 
to the east that go higher on 
Pine Hill. We skirted Reynolds 
Reservoir, passed a Proctor 
water storage tank, emerged onto 
Proctor streets, and were soon 
enjoying the welcome warmth of 
our cars. 

Apparently the wildlife found 
the cold even less appealing 
than we did. Nothing seemed to 
be stirring, though we did see 
some deer tracks and what ap- 
peared to be a raccoon track. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 


GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 


Outing Schedule 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station 
and Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy 
water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Dis- 
tances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more infor- 
mation about a trip, please call the trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 
Non-members are welcome! 


Sunday 14 February, 1:30 pm Leader: Roma Pulling 773-6997 
VALENTINES FIREPLACE PARTY. Short hikes in the eastern Rutland Town 
area and refreshments around a cozy fire. 

Sunday 21 February, 9:00 am Leader: Wally Rogers 468-3210 
GALICK PRESERVE AND BALD MOUNTAIN AREA. Enjoy hiking or skiing if snow 
permits on Nature Conservancy land over looking the south end of Lake 
Champlain. Possible hike to top of Bald Mountain. 5 miles, moderate 
difficulty. 

Saturday 27 Febuary, 10:00 am Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 
HALF MOON POND - BOMOSEEN. A short 2 mile easy hike/ski with the op- 
portunity to skate on the pond. 

Saturday 6 March, 6:30 pm Leader: Phil Johnson 287-9607 

MOONLIGHT HIKE TO TUCKER JOHNSON SHELTER. Join us for a walk in the 

moonlight. 2 miles moderate. Please bring flashlights. 

Saturday 13 March, 8:30 am Coordinator: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350 
SNOWSHOE ON MT. ASCUTNEY. This will be a joint hike with the Ascutney 
Trails Association to snowshoe up the west side of Mount Ascutney. 
Difficult 5 miles. 

Sunday 21 March, 2:00 pm Contact: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 or Phil 

Johnson 287-9607 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY. Our annual Sugar on Snow get together, sure to be 
a sweet time. This will be held in the basement of the Unitarian 
Univeralist Church, 117 West Street in Rutland. $3.00 fee. 

Saturday 27 March, 10:00 am Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350 
SHERBURNE PASS TO PICO CAMP. Following the Long Trail up to the Camp 
and then possibly to the top of Pico, this will be a 5 mile moderate 
to difficult hike depending on the snow depth. 

Thursday 1 April, 7:00 pm Co-chair: Herb Ogden 775-1350. 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. At Herb Ogden's house, 20 Birchwood Ave., 
Rutland (off Lafayette St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the 
next three months, or call in your suggestion. For Outing Committee 
members and any others interested. Refreshments! 


Sunday 4 April, 2:30 pm Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

SUPPER HIKE TO PROCTOR HIGH LEDGE. Eat supper with the group on Proc- 
tor High Ledge. Fine view to the east. An moderate 2-3 mile hike. 
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Saturday 17 April, 5:30 pm Contact: Phil Johnson 287-9607 
ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK. The annual meeting this year will be held 
at the Econo Lodge Mountainside (previously the Pico Manor) on Route 4 
east in Mendon. Please bring your own utensils and placesetting. Wally 
and Delight will have program on a visit of theirs to the Grand 
Canyon. 

Saturday 24 April, 8:30 am Leader: Larry Dodds 438-5473 
WALLINGFORD POND TO LITTLE ROCK POND along old town road. Moderate 6 
miles . 

Saturday 1 May, 9:00 am Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

SPRING TRAIL WALK THROUGH. The first work party of the year will be a 
walk through between Route 140 and Governor Clement Shelter in 
Shrewsbury. Moderate hikes of 2-4 miles to include removing of blow- 
downs, clearing waterbars, and trimming the trail. Tools will be 
provided by the Section. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Phil Johnson, President RR 2, Box 1690, Poultney VT 05764 287-9607 

Linda Pellerin, Vice-President 79 East St., Rutland VT 05701 773-7779 

Wally Rogers, Sec retary-Treas . RFD 1, Box 363, Castleton VT 05735 468-3210 


Smoke & Blares Staff 


Herb Ogden 
Phil Johnson 

Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 

Assistant 

Editor 

Illustrator 

Production 

and 

Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 
Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

! ! SEND COPY BY 1 April 1993 PLEASE ! ! 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only 
reports of Section hikes but also let- 
ters to the editor and reports of your 
own unusual excursions. Also, if you 
have led a hike not described in any 
guidebook, please include in your 
write-up directions on how to get there 
so that others may enjoy the spot. 


Don't know what to do with old issues? 
Please leave them for a doctor's office 
or other place where they will be seen. 


G.M.C. DIRECTORS REJECT DRAFTING 
U.S. SCENIC TRAIL LEGISLATION; 
APPROVE NEW TRAIL MANAGEMENT PLAN 
IN DAY-LONG MEETING 

by Herbert G. Ogden, Jr., 

Club Secretary 

After considerable debate and 
an amendment to treat logging on 
the Appalachian Trail the same as 
on the LT, the Directors adopted 
an over forty page LT System 
Management Plan, with more 
specifcs than the former one. 
This will guide Club staff and 
volunteers in dealing with what 
happens on and near the Trail. 

A proposal by the Land Protec- 
tion Committee to draft legisla- 
tion making the LT a National 
Scenic Trail, so that federal 
eminent domain authority could be 
used to deal with landowners who 
refused to sell a trail corridor 
(as on the Appalachian Trail) , 
was defeated 20-9 after intense 
debate and a dramatic appearance 
by a landowner who closed the LT. 

Talks with Pico and the City 
to reroute the LT/AT west of Pico 
Peak and rejoin the present route 
at Willard Gap continue. North 
of Pico, the present LT will 
likely become a side trail. 
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PLEASE SEND 1993 DUES TO 
TREASURER WALLY ROGERS 
NOW! 

SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS FOR YOU 

IF YOU DON'T RENEW 
your Killington Section GMC membership. 
Yes, this is the LAST ISSUE you will 
receive if you don't send in your 1993 
dues soon. For your convenience, 
there's a membership application at the 
end of this issue. Your address label 
tells you if Treasurer Wally Rogers has 
received your 1993 dues. If you don't 
see a 93 by your name, please send dues 
now J 


SNAKE MOUNTAIN HIKE 

23 January 1993 
by Phil Johnson, Leader 

The weekend before the hike, 
Linda and I went to Snake Moun- 
tain to scout our the starting 
point for the hike. While we were 
driving around the icy backroads, 
slipping and sliding in my 4 
wheel drive truck, we were some- 
what suprised to be passed by a 
person on a mountain bike, ef- 
fortlessly pedaling up the hill. 
I'm convinced that this person 
could have also ridden that bike 
straight up Deer Leap. 

We followed the directions in 
the Day Hiker's Guide and found 
what we thought was the starting 
point for the trail. Unfor- 
tunately the land was posted and 
we were unsuccessful in contact- 
ing the landowner. Sue Thomas had 
mentioned that she had a friend 
who lived in the area and that if 
needed. Sue could contact her to 
see if there was another access 
to the mountain. We did take Sue 
up on her offer, and were in- 
formed of a trail that starts on 
the east side of the ridge and 
works its way up a steeper path. 

On Saturday morning we met 
four others at the park, and 
started north. We picked up Nina, 
Margret, and Nina's daughter 


Joanne in Middlebury. Near the 
trailhead we met Gordon and Helen 
Cawood of the Breadloaf Section . 

We found the trailhead with no 
trouble approximately straight 
east of the summit. The eleven of 
us started hiking in light fog 
and under cloud cover, but were 
hopeful that the weather forecast 
for sunny skies would grace our 
hike. The temperature was just 
right at around 40 degrees. The 
ground was snow covered and slip- 
pery and wet at times. Throughout 
the hike we found may animal 
tracks that Jerry was able to 
identify: deer, raccoon, squir- 
rel, turkey, partridge, rabbit, 
and maybe even a bobcat. 

We hiked north, we hiked west, 
we hiked south and we hiked east. 
We found ridgelines, a beaver 
pond and even a summit, but we 
never found Snake Mountain sum- 
mit, or any trail we could iden- 
tify as the trail noted in the 
Day Hiker's Guide . After a couple 
hours of wandering and the requi- 
site lunch stop with cookies, we 
decided to give up our quest for 
the top and head back to the 
cars. Although the leader 
received much good natured rib- 
bing about his orienteering 
skills, everyone had a good time. 

For future adventurers I will 
note here directions to the 
trailhead that we used on the 
east. Take Route 23 northwest out 
of Middlebury and follow it 
through Weybridge Hill. About 1.5 
miles past Weybridge Hill, when 
Otter Creek appears on your 
right, take Prunier Road to the 
left. Go over a one lane bridge 
over Lemon Fair River and take a 
right. Follow this road for about 
a mile and you will see a red 
house on the right and the 
trailhead on the left. There's a 
red steel gate across the trail. 
I will not attempt to advise how 
to get to the summit from there! 

The Day Hiker's Guide also 
notes that the trail formerly 
started on the west side of the 
ridge across from Willmarth Road. 
This will be my next try on the 
mountain . 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. I/we understand that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), 
Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, work parties, and so- 
cial events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shel- 
ters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail 
system in Vermont. 


DUES* 

NAME: 


Adult 

Family 

$16.00 

24.00 

ADDRESS: 


Individual (under 
Individual 

18)6.00 



Senior (over 65) 

10.00 


• j * 

Life Member 
Killington Sec. 

400.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 



I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund, supporting maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

* The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. If you first joined the Killington Section during 
last year, the month of joining is on the label to the right of your name. From the dues that are due on 31 Decem- 
ber, you may deduct $.25 for each month in this year during which you were not yet a member. 

If you joined in mid-year, your address label will note the month that you joined. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1, Box 363 
Castleton VT 05735 

Printed on recycled paper. 




TO: 


Delight Gartlein , Wally Rogers 
RR 2, BOX 5370 
Castleton VT 05735 
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VALENTINE’S FIREPLACE PARTY 
14 February 1993 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

The weather was better than predicted on 
Valentine’s Day with partial sunshine. With two 
cars and the six hikers who met us at the park, 
Alfred and I headed for the end of Bellevue Ave- 
nue, where we were joined by the lone skier. 
There, assisted by Ray Catozzi, who had hiked this 
route several times before, Alfred started hiking 
toward our house, cutting across lots, following 
paths through the woods and then power lines. 

While the hikers got under way, I volunteered to 
ferry our car back to our house, where we would 
need it for transportation later. That done, I 
strapped on the snowshoes, took Sitka on her leash, 
and started back along the route the group would be 
taking. After being slowed down twice when Sitka 
and I disagreed on which way to go — including 
once when she thought it was her duty to chase a 
snowmobile — I met the group coming through what 
our neighbor calls the Cedar Swamp. It should 
have been frozen — we had had several below-zero 
nights — but two people got wet feet. We think 
high water this year was the reason it failed to 
freeze solid as on previous hikes. I still feel guilty 
for leading people into a quagmire. 

Back at the house, Alfred had the wood ready in 
the fireplace and in minutes we were sitting cozily 
in front of a roaring fire with cups of coffee of hot 
chocolate. To complete the menu there were 
cookies of several kinds contributed by the hikers, 
and Valentine candy. It seemed like an ideal way 
to spend a winter afternoon. 


WEST HAVEN SKI TRIP 
21 February 1993 
by Wally Rogers, Leader 

Five of us had a great day for a five mile ski trip 
in West Haven. It was a glorious sunny day, 
starting at 8 degrees and warming to 18 by the end 
of our three hour trip. We crossed snowy fields 
along the Poultney River and then climbed to the 
gap at the vase of the Bald Mountain cliffs and the 
home of the talus slope rattlers. All snake were in 
their dens, but we saw many rabbit, deer, partridge 
and turkey tracks and kills in the snow. Skiing 
back to Lake Champlain, we ate our lunches and 
then had a flat two miles on the lake back to our 
cars. Intermediate skiing skills were important and 
everyone did very well. 

SHERBURNE PASS TO PICO CAMP 

27 March 1993 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

I had expected only a couple of people to show 
up for this challenging snowshoe hike, but several 
times more than that showed up on this bright, 
warm morning. That was good, because some 
people could trade positions and benefit from the 
track the first hikers had trodden down in the three 
to four feet of snow that still blanketed the north 
slope of Pico Peak. 

The biggest challenge was overcoming the 
snowbank at the end of the old Long Trail Lodge 
parking lot. I figured since everyone made it -- 


even the hiker with five-foot snowshoes with tails -- 
we would do all right on the rest of the hike. We 
did, though of course many had the usual need to 
readjust snowshoe bindings after a little while. 

The Sherburne Pass register, located where the 
Long Trail leaves the old Pico Pond road, was 
barely above the snow. When I had scouted the 
route a few days before, the bottom of it was below 
the snow. Pretty good for late March! 

Once we gained the ridge, we sometimes found 
it hard to follow the trail, because the wind had 
sculpted the snow in ridges that ran across it. 
Those of us who were Killington Section members 
noted to our chagrin that our blazing was too old 
and too sparse, also. Of course some blazes were 
probably hidden beneath the snowdrifts. 

One sees things in the snowy woods that one 
doesn’t notice at other times of year. We spotted 
several of the insulator posts for the old telephone 
line to the former Pico fire tower, though I’d never 
noticed more than one in other seasons. Also, of 
course, we spotted skiers — not only at Pico Junc- 
tion, but also on the way up there. In several 
places, the ski trails are closer to the LT than any 
of us had imagined. Wildlife was scarce, however: 
few small creatures, and no large ones, had left 
tracks in the snow. 

Coming out on the edge of the ski trail at Pico 
Junction, we lunched and enjoyed the view and the 
spring skiing spectacle. By then it was so warm 
that many skiers came by in shorts, and one bor- 
rowed some sun screen from the Leader. Another 
skied over to us, intrigued by what we had on our 
feet. "Snowshoe" soon entered that person’s 
vocabulary. 

After assessing our strength and the time of day, 
we decided to press on to Pico Camp. The slabbing 
path to the camp was the hardest snowshoe, but we 
dug in our edges and made it to the camp without 
much side-slipping. The camp was in fine shape; 
the Lexan windows that Phil Johnson and Linda 
Pellerin put in last year had survived the winter 
intact, and trash was at a minimum. We read the 
old register, enjoyed the sun some more, and 
marveled at the view of Ascutney and the New 
Hampshire mountains before heading back down the 
Long Trail. 


PROCTOR HIGH LEDGE 

4 April 1993 

by Ray Catozzi, Leader 

After suffering (?) the great blizzard of ’93, we 
welcomed a nice warm balmy Sunday afternoon for 
an easy walk up to a high vantage point looking out 
over the peaceful village of Proctor and the Green 
Mountains to the east. We did have three to four 
inches of wet slushy snow to walk in, but the ledge 
lookout was bare and dry. It was pleasant to sit 
around and view the scenery while eating a picnic 
supper, all 15 of us, including 6 young, somewhat 
boisterous children. These short afternoon walks 
prove to be popular. We should have more of 
them. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
17 April 1993 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

About 22 Killington Section members and a half- 
dozen guests attended the Section Annual Meeting. 
The Econo Lodge Mountainside again generously 
put its fireplaced meeting room at our disposal for 
the potluck and meeting. 

After enjoying the traditional variety of good 
food, we conducted our yearly business. Treasurer 
Wally Rogers’s report appears elsewhere in this 
issue; we are in good shape financially. 

GMC Director of Field Programs Lars 
Botzojorns reported that the National Park Service 
has transferred responsibility for the Appalachian 
Trail to the U.S. Forest Service, and that the USFS 
Manchester, Vermont, District is now responsible 
for the AT/LT north to the Mendon-Sherbume town 
line. North of there, it’s the USFS Rochester 
District. 

GMC Southern Field Assistant Dave Hardy 
announced that the Deer Leap Trail from Sherburne 
Pass to the top of the cliff will be closed on 6 June. 
The USFS is responsible for this trail and may 
make a new access trail from the south. In the 
meantime, the only access will be on the Deer Leap 
Trail south from near Willard Gap on the Long 
Trail. The Killington Section welcomes the aban- 
donment of the dangerous trail up the cliff. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING 
(continued from page 2) 

President Phil Johnson asked GMC Secretary 
Herb Ogden, Jr., a member of the Killington 
Section board of directors, to report on main club 
activities since neither Director Wally Rogers nor 
Alternate Ray Catozzi could make it to the last 
GMC board meeting. Herb urged members to 
respond to a questionnaire that will probably be sent 
out on organizational review and to consider wheth- 
er those Section members who contribute (or have 
in the past contributed) neither work nor anything 
more than dues should essentially get a bargain 
membership in the GMC while At-Large members 
pay more and get less. 

Herb also described the two factions that have 
former around the question of National Scenic Trail 
status (the Appalachian Trail is a National Scenic 
Trail) for the Long Trail north of where the AT 
leaves it. He said one faction has concluded that 
we must own outright a thousand foot wide corridor 
for almost all of the LT. Because several landown- 
ers refuse to deal with us, that faction says we must 
get federal condemnation authority. That faction 
also says it may cost $5-10,000,000 more to finish 
buying the LT corridor, and that we can’t raise that 
amount until at least 2010. Therefore, we should 
try to get federal funds through some sort of Na- 
tional Scenic Trail status. 

The other faction questions whether we really 
must have a thousand foot wide corridor as long as 
we can keep a decent footway. It also thinks we 
should try to buy fairly non-restrictive easements 
from landowners rather than push outright purchase. 
It thinks some landowners would like this better, 
and that it might cost less than buying a thousand 
foot corridor outright. It also fears that, if we ask 
Congress for condemnation authority, more land- 
owners will join the one who has already kicked the 
LT off his land to protest our even considering 
National Scenic Trail status. This faction is not 
convinced we need federal condemnation authority 
and wants to see more evidence before deciding. 
Herb said he was in this wait-and-see faction. 

GMC Executive Director Dennis Shaffer and 
Land Protection Committee Chair Roger Sternberg 
spoke in favor of National Scenic Trail status. 
Sternberg pointed out we could seek this status 


without condemnation authority. He assumes that, 
at the 6 June meeting, the GMC board will vote on 
whether to ask him committee to draft federal 
protection legislation for the LT. Shaffer said the 
GMC had never turned anyone down for lack of a 
thousand foot easement. He also noted that most 
land had been bought outright because the owner 
was selling the whole property; we had been deal- 
ing only with willing sellers until recently. Presi- 
dent Johnson invited members to comment. Jean 
Davies said that concern for the LT landowners 
made her side with the wait-and-see faction. 

President Johnson and Dave Hardy presented a 
proposal to fund a Cooper Lodge caretaker this 
summer. Total salary for 16 weeks would be $575, 
but some of that would be recouped from overnight 
user fees. It is hoped that a caretaker will reduce 
vandalism and be able to get a reliable count of how 
many use this part of the trail. (Since the National 
Park Service and Killington, Ltd. have not agreed 
on the route of the LT in that area, statistics may be 
important.) Killington Section members voted to 
take from the Kirk Trails & Shelters Fund the 
necessary money to pay the part of the caretaker’s 
salary not covered by overnight fees. 

President Johnson thanked this year’s committee 
chairs for their work. They were Sue Carey and 
Tim Welch for Trails & Shelters, Linda Pellerin 
and Herb Ogden for Outings, Bemie Donahue for 
Publicity, and Herb Ogden for Smoke & Blazes. 
Herb then thanked Phil for doing most of the work 
on the newsletter. 

Bemie Donahue, Linda Pellerin and Wally 
Rogers Finished their second three-year terms as 
Killington Section Directors and were thus not 
eligible for reelection. President Phil Johnson 
thanked them all, especially Wally, for their service 
to the club. New directors elected were Ray 
Catozzi, Larry Dodds, and W. Churchill Scott. 
The Directors then met to reelect Phil Johnson as 
President and elect Larry Dodds Vice-President. 
They also elected one of their absent members as 
Secretary and Treasurer, but she has reportedly 
declined to serve and a replacement is sought. 

The meeting ended with a slide lecture by Wally 
Rogers and Delight Gartlein on their winter trip into 
the Grand Canyon. Members enjoyed this different 
view of the canyon and the comments by Wally and 
Delight. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring 
lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are 
approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not 
necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 8 May, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

MYSTERY HIKE ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL. Enjoy a moderate 2 1/2-3 mile hike, near Rutland, to 
one of Mother Nature’s natural beauty spots at the halfway point. 

Saturday 15 May, 9:00 a.m. in Waterbury (refreshments and registration 8:00 a.m.) Contact: Lars Botzojoms 
244-7037 

TRAIL MAINTENANCE WORKSHOP. Learn trail maintenance techniques through seminars and trail work 
at the GMC headquarters in Waterbury. More info in the Long Trail News or call Lars for details. 

Sunday 16 May, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

LYE BROOK FALLS. Hike in the Lye Brook Wilderness area near Manchester to one of the higher 
waterfalls in Vermont. A moderate 4 mile trip. 

Sunday 23 May, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

BAKER PEAK, via the Lake Trail. Moderate 6-7 mile route with a few steep pitches. Views of the Valley 
of Vermont and Dorset Peak. Possible side trip to 100’ cascade on McGinn Brook. 

Saturday 29 May, 8:00 a.m. Contact: Guy Wallis - Breadloaf Section 453-5600 

COOLEY GLEN TO EMILY PROCTOR. This is the first of a set of hikes scheduled between Breadloaf 
Section, Burlington Section, Montpelier Section and Killington Section intended to allow members to cover 
significant portions of the LT. 12.8 miles difficult Call Guy for the meeting point for this hike. 

Saturday 5 June, 8:30 a.m. (at Waterbury) Contact for info: Phil Johnson 287-9607 

ANNUAL GMC MEETING. The Main Club annual meeting will be held in our new Waterbury headquarters 

this year. Registration is at 8:30 and the meeting begins at 9:30. See the Long Trail News for details. 

Saturday 5 June, 6:30 p.m. Leader: Ira Hawley 775-4149 

MOONLIGHT HIKE. 2 miles easy mystery hike. Please bring a flashlight. Rain day Sunday, June 6th. 
Sunday 6 June, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

DEER LEAP TRAIL CLOSING WORK PARTY. We’ll be closing the steep and dangerous southern access 
to Deer Leap. 

Saturday 12 June, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden 773-1350 

MOUNT ASCUTNEY. Hike up the Weathersfield Trail and down the Windsor Trial. Trail passes by the 
Flume, the 80’ Crystal Cascade, Gus’s Lookout, the new summit observation tower, and Gerry Falls. 6 miles 
moderate difficulty. 

Saturday 19 June, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Tim Welch 483-2085 

NORTHERN SECTION WALK THROUGH/WORK PARTY. This walk through will cover from Rt. 4 
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to Upper Cold River Road. Moderate hikes to include removing of blowdowns, clearing waterbars and 
trimming the trail. Tools will be provided by the section. Rain day is Sunday, June 20th. 

Sunday 20 June. Contact: Dot Myer - Burlington Section 863-2433 

PARKER CAMP TO ROUTE 118, EDEN, INTER-SECTIONAL HIKE. 1 1.2 mi. moderate to difficult. 
Contact Dot for details and meeting point. 

Saturday 26 June, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

OUTHOUSE REBUILDING DAY. We’ll be rebuilding the outhouse at Pico Camp and possibly also the 
Snodgrass Memorial outhouse at Governor Clement shelter. Tools will be provided. 

Thursday 1 July, 7:00 p.m. Co-chair: Herb Ogden 775-1350 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. At Herb Ogden’s house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland (off Lafayette 
St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the next three months, or call in your suggestion. For Outing 
Committee members and any others interested. 

Saturday 10 July Contact: Dave Morse - Montpelier Section 223-7126 

CODDING HOLLOW TO PARKER CAMP, BELVIDERE. LT inter-sectional hike with Montpelier Section. 
6.3 mi. moderate to difficult. Contact Dave for details and meeting point. 

Sunday 1 1 July, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

WORK PARTY ON BUCKLIN TRAIL. A 6.8 mile moderate hike through to clear and trim the trail. Tools 
to be provided by section. 

Saturday 17 July 9:00 a.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

BIRDSEYE MOUNTAIN. A 3.5 mile difficult historical hike up to and along the ridge of the mountain and 
the peak. 

Saturday 24 July 8:00 a.m. Leader: Roma Pulling 773-6997 

HEDGEHOG BROOK TRAIL, North Fayston to Burnt Rock Mountain. A 6.2 mile moderate to difficult 
hike to the summit of Burnt Rock which is regarded as one of the best viewpoints on the LT. 

Sunday 1 August 9:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden 773-1350 

SHERBURNE PASS TO GOVERNER CLEMENT SHELTER. The fourth in the series of joint hikes with 
other sections to cover the LT, this will be a 9.9 mile moderate to difficult hike over the northern portion of 
the Killington Section portion of the trail. 

Saturday 7 August 1:00 p.m. Leader: Ira Hawley 775-4149 

SHAW MOUNTAIN IN BENSON. 3-4 mile easy hike to the summit of Shaw Mt. 

For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Phil Johnson, President RR 2, Box 1690, Poultney, VT 05764 287-9607 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 438-5473 
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QUARTERLINE ROAD\BOARDMAN HILL - 
CLARENDON 

24 April 1993 
by Larry Dodds, Leader 

Originally scheduled as the Wallingford Pond to 
Little Rock Pond hike, the location of the hike had 
to be changed due to the late Spring wet and muddy 
conditions in this area. The hike was relocated to 
the Quarterline Road area. 

We were blessed with a warm, sunny, clear 
spring day with temperatures hovering in the uppers 
60’s by mid-day after a chilly morning start. Eleven 
people gathered for the hike including five brand 
new hikers (three adults and two children ) whose 
cheerful faces I hope to see again on future hikes. 
We really enjoyed your company. 

Off to the hike!! We parked our cars south of 
the Boardman Hill/Quarterline Road intersection. 
We hiked up the Boardman Hill Road toward West 
Rutland to the hill’s crest and took in a beautiful 
encompassing view of the surrounding hills includ- 
ing Big Hanley to the West and a series of peaks 
that runs north from Big Hanley, one guessed to be 
Grandpa’s Knob. The east provided a grand view of 
the Killington, Pico, and Mendon Mountain peaks. 
The clear weather and lack of foliage made all 
views of valleys and peaks spectacular. 

We turned back toward the Quarterline Road, 
hiked back to the intersection, and began walking 
south along the Road. AL PULLING had begun his 
own personal "green-up" crusade by collecting 
various bottles and cans along the road. AL was an 
inspiration!!! Soon everyone began plucking bever- 
age containers from the roadside and carrying them 
along the route. 

Jerry Parker pointed out assorted wildlife as we 
walked including a weasel, red and grey squirrels, 
partridge, chipmunks, frogs and frog eggs. A male 
cardinal’s bright red profile was seen flashing 
across the Road and his song soon pierced the 
morning stillness. One of the children, Christina, 
begged Jerry to capture some frog eggs for home 
study which Jerry gladly did, dropping a cluster 
into a large juice container that he had collected. 
When Jerry presented the prize to Christina she 
exclaimed, "YUK!! I don’t want ’em any more!!". 
Jerry made several hapless attempts to convince 
Christina that she really did want the eggs. Each 


was met by a flat "NO!!" 

We spotted a patch of bright yellow coltsfoot in 
full bloom mixed in with dandelion plants. For a 
moment, there was some confusion as to which 
flower belonged to which plant, but we got it sorted 
out. Helen Cawood took notice of Bird’s Eye 
Mountain off to the West and I pointed out Herrick 
Mountain. 

Noontime approached. By then we had hiked 
along the Road about two miles. We decided to turn 
around and hike north back toward the cars and 
stop to have lunch were the Velco 115kv transmis- 
sion line crosses the Road. Clearance for the line 
had left a nice, sunny, open spot atop an embank- 
ment were we could take in a beautiful view of the 
Otter Creek Valley and points south toward 
Wallingford. 

After lunch we hiked back to the cars for a total 
trip of about 4.5 miles. Everyone was mellowed by 
the sunny spring day as well as the cordial friend- 
ship that developed between new and pledged 
participants of this GMC-Killington Section hike. It 
was a great day-hike!!! 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 
Phil Johnson 
Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 

Assistant Editor 
Illustrator 
Production and 
Distribution 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of 
Section hikes but also letters to the editor and 
reports of your own unusual excursions. Also, if 
you have led a hike not described in any guidebook, 
please include in your article directions on how to 
get there so that others may enjoy the spot, unless 
the landowner would object to the publicity. 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

!! SEND COPY BY 2 JULY 1993, PLEASE !! 
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Don’t know what to do with old issues of Smoke & Blazes ? Leave them for a doctor’s office or other place 
where folks will see them and have a little time to read them. This helps spread the news about our section 
of the Green Mountain Club. 


KILLINGTON SECTION-GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 1992 


1/1/92 Balance 


Inventory 

???? 


Savings 

1476.04 


Checking' 

490.77 


Life mamber CD #1141 

661.19 

2628.00 

INCOME 



passbook interest 

78.24 


interest from CD # 1141 

29.01 


member dues 

1325.13 


70 adult 21 senior 

18 spouse 5 junior 

Sugar on Snow income 

71.00 

1503 . 33 

EXPENSES 

Smoke and Blazes 

322.72 


meeting rooms 

115.00 


main club assessment=984 . 00 

paid in Jan 1993 


treasurer expenses 

58.00 


meeting expenses 

48 . 65 


transfer to T & S from 1991 

85.22 

629.59 

BALANCE 12/31/92 

inventory 



savings 

2754.28 


checking 

747.51 

3501.79 


G. L. Kirk Trails and Shelters 

Fund-KS-GMC 

1992 

Balance 1/1/92 



savings 


172.97 

INCOME 



passbook interest 

33.93 


CD interest. 

653.33 


gifts from members 

71.00 


gift of Michelle Mansfield Fund 

732.00 


transfer from ks-gmc 1991 

85.22 




1575.48 

EXPENSES 



Trails and Shelters insurance 

175.75 


Trails and Shel ters-maintenance 

283.47 








459.22 


BALANCE 12/31/92 







savings 




1289.23 


CD # 

matures 

interest earned 

face 

value 

yield term 


date 

$ 

$ 


% 


6306 

1/6/93 

172.80 

4000 


3.2 3 

mon 

6305 

1/21/94 

209.28 

4000 


4.88 2 

yr 

3704 

8/19/94 

271.25 

4051. 

36 

4.64 2 

yr 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that 
I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of 
outings, work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section 
(Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


Adult 

$16.00 

Family 

$24.00 

Individual (under 18) 

$ 6.00 

Senior (65 & Over) 

$10.00 

Life Member of 


Killington Sec. 

$400.00 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trials and shelters. 


*The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar years basis. If you first joined the Killington Section during the past 
year, the month of joining is on the label to the right of your name. From the dues that are due on 1 January, you may 
deduct 0.25 for each month in the past year during which you were not a member. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Wally Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 1, Box 363 
Castleton, VT 05735 


printed on recycled paper 
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KILLINGTON SECTION BOARD OF DIREC- 
TORS MEETING 
27 May 1993 
by Larry Dodds 

The Killington Section of the Green Mountain 
Club Board of Directors meeting began with Phil 
Johnson, our previous President, informing the rest 
of the directors that his resignation would be effec- 
tive at the close of the meeting. We will miss Phil 
and wish him GOOD LUCK. Phil promised to 
come back and hike with us as soon as he can. 

Sue Thomas was nominated for Secretary, but 
she respectfully declined. Herb Ogden was nomi- 
nated for club President and he as well respectfully 
declined. Sue Carey was nominated for and unani- 
mously elected our new President. Roma Pulling 
was nominated and unanimously elected Treasurer. 
Jean Davis was nominated and unanimously elected 
as Secretary. Congratulations to all of our newly 
elected officers! 

Herb Ogden led a discussion about the Killington- 
Pico Formal Agreement which will protect the 
access of the Long Trail over PICO property. Herb 
projects that the access will be granted. Herb then 
raised a question on where the Deer Leap Trail will 
end, at the first or second lookout? It was suggest- 
ed that the trail blazing stop at the first lookout. 
The most desirable course of action would be to 
find and build a new trail from the Maine Junction 
to the Peak. A work day has been scheduled to 
close off the trail up the face of Deer Leap. 

Sue Carey informed the group that the Sheriffs 
Patrol will be on the look out for campers at 
Clarendon gorge. The Sheriff will notify the Man- 


chester Ranger’s District. Sue also mentioned that 
the Pico Camp outhouse needs to be replaced. 

Sue Thomas suggested that we add a "near 
Firehouse" to the outings announcement which 
appears in the Rutland Herald to clarify the location 
of the meeting place. 

It was resolved that the start of term service for 
each member of the Board of Directors is: 

1991: Herb Ogden, Tim Welch, Roma Pulling 
1992: Phil Johnson, Sue Carey, Sue Thomas 
1993: Churchill Scott, Ray Catozzi, Larry 
Dodds 

Jean Davis will serve out the remainder of Phil 
Johnson’s term. 

Phil Johnson mentioned that volunteer labor is 
available from General Electric employees for 
rebuilding or relocation of the Clarendon Shelter. 
Our contact at GE is Ex-Killington Section member 
Ray Dube. A discussion of moving the shelter to a 
trail north away from the main trail ensued. It was 
agreed that the shelter’s current location is too 
accessible. 

Tim Welch expressed his concern over the 
National Scenic Trail designation or any other State 
or Federal funding creating additional difficulties or 
"red tape" for the Club. He was also concerned 
about the potential regulation of trail and shelters. 

This reporter will be volunteering his time to 
help Herb with typing up the Smoke & Blazes. 

At 9:10 PM Ray Catozzi made a motion for the 
meeting to be adjourned. It was seconded by this 
reporter and the meeting was adjourned. We all bid 
Phil Johnson a hearty farewell and good luck. 



SPRING WALK-THRU 

1 May 1993 

by Rob Carey, Leader 

About a dozen members and other interested 
workers came out to get the lower portion of our 
Section of the Long Trail in shape. By splitting up 
in to groups of two or three, we were able to cover 
all the Trail from Rt 140 to Gov. Clement Shelter. 

It took a few minutes at the Fire Station to decide 
who was going where, and with whom. It was also 
important to make sure that cars would be spotted 
properly, so no one came out to an empty parking 
lot at the end of the day. 

Dave Hardy, the new Southern Field Assistant, 
was able to join us. We had reports of a washout 
between the Cold River Roads. After helping with 
several car shuttles, Seth Carey, Dave Hardy, and 
Herb Ogden drove into Gov. Clement Shelter. 
There was some trash there, including some odds 
and ends of metal and a car tire. We cleaned up 
the area an brought out the refuse. There were two 
large barrels also, one for returnables and one for 
garbage. The maintenance of these is uncertain. 

After lunch, Dave Hardy and Seth and Rob 
Carey drove out to the Upper Road and started 
working south. Other than a few wet spots, the 
Trail was in good shape. We were able to clear all 
the blowdowns. As we neared the Lower Road, we 
began to wonder if the washout was a phantom 
report. We soon discovered it was not. The Trail 
footway is about eight feet from the bank. Whole 
trees have been uprooted. It will be necessary to 
check how wide the Trail Corridor is and move 
about 200 feet of Trail. The current footway 
should be stable for the rest of this season. 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 
Larry Dodds 
Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 


Editor 

Assistant Editor 
Illustrator 
Production and 
Distribution 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of 
Section hikes but also letters to the editor and 
reports of your own unusual excursions. Also, if 
you have led a hike not described in any guidebook, 
please include in your article directions on how to 
get there so that others may enjoy the spot, unless 
the landowner would object to the publicity. 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 
Articles on WordPerfect 5.0 or 5.1 are especially 
welcome in "newspaper column" format. 

SEND COPY BY 1 OCTOBER 1993, PLEASE 


Don’t know what to do with old issues of Smoke & 
Blazes ? Leave them for a doctor’s office or other 
place where folks will see them and have a little 
time to read them. This helps spread the news 
about our section of the Green Mountain Club. 



KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 


Trips leave from South Main Street Park in Rutland just south of the Fire Station and Center Street, at the time shown. Please bring 
lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are 
approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not 
necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 14 August, 1:00 p.m. Leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 

FOURTH ANNUAL TACONIC MOUNTAINS RAMBLE, Hubbardton. Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling 
meadows, mountain peaks with views north, south, east and west, a Japanese garden, and other goodies. Wine 
and cheese on the lawn afterward. Easy to moderate; walkers can leave the group at several different points 
and wait on the lawn for the rest. Bring no lunch. Rain date 15 August; call the leader if in doubt. 

Saturday 21 August through Saturday 28 August 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB INTERSECTIONAL, Waterbury, Vermont. 

See Long Trail News for details or call Headquarters: 244-2712. 

Sunday 29 August, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Jean Davies 483-6623 

CANOE TRIP for beginners and intermediates, on Chittenden Reservoir or Otter Creek. Canoes are available 
through the Leader, but paddlers will have to transport them from Pittsford. 

Sunday 12 September, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

STRATTON MOUNTAIN via Long Trail and Stratton Pond. Highest peak on the LT south of Killington; 
viewing tower. 9.5 miles moderate with some steep stretches. 

Saturday 18 September, 9:30 a.m. at Clarendon Gorge Bridge. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 
CLARENDON GORGE work party on bridge, possibly on nearby trails as well. Meet at the bridge, just 
south of Vt. Route 103 Long Trail crossing. 

Saturday and Sunday, 25-26 September. Leave Rutland 8:30 a.m. Saturday. 

Leaders: Ruth & Sandy Lamb; messages through Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

ADIRONDACK WEEKEND at Lake George. Saturday’s hike will probably be the Clay Meadows Trail to 
the Saddle and the Point of the Tongue, then back along the lake, maximum mileage 13 mi. Bathing suits 
optional; sturdy hiking boots required because a few rattlesnakes may still be out. Bring picnic supper to enjoy 
at the Lambs’ place in a mountain valley near the lake, surrounded by Adirondack State Park. Lambs will 
supply beverages. Camping at the Lambs’ for overnighters. Sunday hike will probably be Clay Meadows to 
the Saddle and French Point Mountain and return, 8 mi. Shorter woods walks also possible on Sunday. Call 
Linda Pellerin 773-7779 by 12 September if interested. 

Friday 1 October, 5:00 p.m. Leader: Ira Hawley 775-4149 
MOONLIGHT MYSTERY HIKE, 2 miles, easy. 

Saturday 2 October, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 
LONG TRAIL FROM WALLINGFORD GULF TO GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER, beginning at Vt. Route 
140, passing Button Hill, Spring Lake vista, Airport Overlook, Clarendon Gorge, Great Gorge Gulch and 
lookout, Beacon Hill, Hermit Spring, and along the Cold River. Old farmland, mixed woods, mostly gentle 
grades and good footing. 11.9 mi., moderate. 
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Thursday 7 October, 7:00 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350, Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING at Herb Ogden’s house, 20 Birchwood Avenue, Rutland (off Lafayette 
Street). Come help us plan for the next three months, or call in your suggestion. For Outing Committee 
members and all others interested. Refreshments. 

Sunday 10 October, 12:30 p.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

WHITE ROCKS from State Park, up Keewaydin Trail. 3.8 mi. moderate with some steep. 

Saturday 16 October, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

THREE SISTERS ROAD UP SALTASH MOUNTAIN, Plymouth and Shrewsbury. 5 mi. maximum, easy. 
Saturday 23 October, 9:00 a.m. Leaders: Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NORWICH from Connecticut River to Tucker Trail. 5.7 mi. moderate. 
Sunday 31 October, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Tim Welch 483-2085 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR JARVIS SNODGRASS MEMORIAL GAZEBO work party at Governor 
Percival Clement Shelter’s sanitary annex. Move and restore the outhouse. 

Saturday 6 November, 11:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 

DEER LEAP FROM MAINE JUNCTION, Sherburne. We’ll hike the Long Trail from Sherburne Pass 0.5 

mile up to Maine Junction, then bushwhack west to Little Deer Leap and the Lookouts. We’ll return to Maine 

Junction around the north of Little Deer Leap, mostly in open woods and on unmaintained paths. 2.5 mi. 

moderate. 

or 

446-2830 
438-5473 
773-6997 
483-6623 


Here, please imagine the article 
you or another Club member 
could have written. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders 
Sue Carey, President RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland VT 05701 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford VT 05763 
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MOUNT ASCUTNEY 
12 June 1993 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

This was a repeat of a very popular hike from a 
few years ago, luckily without the thunderstorm. 

A good-sized group spotted cars and then headed 
up the Weathersfield Trail after admiring the 
Ascutney Trails Association’s trailhead bulletin 
board. We hoped that the late snow would mean 
there would be more water in the falls than last 
time, and we were not disappointed. The Little 
Cascade, bone dry last time, was running beautiful- 
ly. The Flume, also dry last time, also had a good 
flow. It comes in by a pretty waterfall over one 
side of the top. Soon we climbed the Giant Wood- 
en Stairs and entered the fairly level stretch with the 
Fine views south. Reaching the Crystal Cascade, 
we found plenty of water falling over seventy feet, 
and we even clambered down the old trail on the 
west bank to get a better look. This was also a 
very scenic lunch stop. 

Wending our way through pleasant evergreen 
woods above the cascade, we eventually joined the 
old trail on the other side of the brook and then 
climbed steeply up past big boulders to Gus’s 
Lookout and the West Peak. We then spent quite 
a while watching aviators in a hang gliding contest 
sail off the West Peak platform, hoping to land over 
twenty miles away. 

There was still a little climb left, but we made it 
to the summit in very good spirits and good time. 
The younger folks stood on the USGS marker at the 
very top, and then we climbed the relatively new 
observation tower just north of the summit to again 
marvel at the panorama. 

On the way down the Windsor Trail, we varied 
last time’s route by visiting Castle Rock and Blood 
Rock, both with fine views. The children were a 
little disappointed that Blood Rock was not covered 
with gore. Their parents, on the other hand, were 
a little concerned they were too close to the edge. 
After a refreshing stop at Halfway Spring, we 
descended to the Final attraction, Gerry Falls, a 
wonderful, mossy place. 

I think everyone agreed that, mile for mile, the 
rerouted Weathersfield Trail is the most interesting 
and scenic for a long ways around. Hats off to the 
Ascutney Trails Association for creating it! 


NEW DEER LEAP TRAIL? 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., condensed by Larry Dodds 
from Herb’s letter to the GMC Trails & Shelters 
Committee 

The Club in general agrees with the Killington 
Section that the dangerous cliff section at the south 
end of the Deer Leap Trail should be abandoned, 
and now that the Forest Service is inclined to agree, 
I have some suggestions for alternate routes. They 
are based largely on a bushwhack I took recently. 

The SOUTHERLY ROUTE that I have found 
runs directly from Maine Junction to a point be- 
tween the upper and lower lookouts on Little Deer 
Leap. Leaving Maine Junction at elevation 2420, 
one ascends along the edge of the steep slope that 
leads down to Sherburne Pass. This slope eventu- 
ally steepens into the Deer Leap cliffs and makes 
shortcutting down to Sherburne Pass difficult. At 
about elevation 2480, at a dead yellow birch 
perched atop a huge rock, there might be a halfway 
decent grade down to Sherburne Pass if one wanted 
to make a shorter route and avoid going all the way 
to Maine Junction, but it would require serious 
switchbacks to control erosion. 

Continuing along the edge, with views to the 
south through the trees, and with huge boulders 
close at hand, one comes to an almost level place at 
about elevation 2500. Climbing very gradually 
along the edge, one enters some beautiful fern 
glades at elevation 2525. To the right is a ledge 
near the south summit of Little Deer Leap; just 
beyond is the Deer Leap Trail north of the Upper 
Lookout. If one stays on the edge, however, and 
descends slightly, one hits the Deer Leap Trail 
between the upper and lower lookouts. Because 
that trail doesn’t become dangerous until just south 
of the Lower Lookout (elevation 2420), that’s fine. 

RELOCATION ON LITTLE DEER LEAP: Be- 
ginning at the Upper Lookout, I suggest a minor 
relocation toward the south summit of Little Deer 
Leap. The trail presently climbs a ledge at the edge 
of the woods north of the Upper Lookout, crosses 
a level place used for camping, and then climbs 
another ledge before entering an evergreen tunnel 
that leads to the south summit. The ledges are very 
difficult for short people to climb. If the trail were 
moved a little to the west, it could avoid the south- 
erly ledge, cross the west side of the flat area, and 
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avoid the northerly ledge by going along Little Deer 
Leap’s westerly scarp until it hit the present trail 
about 150’ south of Little Deer Leap’s south sum- 
mit. 

The NORTHERLY ROUTE would leave the 
present Deer Leap Trail at elevation 2540, where it 
descends northwesterly from near the south summit 
of Little Deer Leap. It would generally stay on a 
contour, following a well-trodden path. The path 
soon forks. The south branch peters out at the fern 
glade I mentioned in the Southerly Route descrip- 
tion. I do not propose it be made an official trail. 
The north branch stays north of the ridge but 
becomes indistinct by the time it reaches the north- 
west flank of Little Deer Leap’s north summit, in a 
pretty white birch forest. There, at elevation 2560, 
is a nice view toward Pittsfield. From there, the 
trail could either climb about 100’ to the end of an 
old woodroad (elevation 2580) just northwest of the 
north summit of Little Deer Leap, or it could 
follow the contour until it hit the woodroad, which 
descends to a point on the LT about 200’ north of 
Maine Junction. The woodroad is a little too steep 
for good erosion control in places, and we might 
want to avoid it altogether, route the trail just south 
of it, and come out right at Maine Junction. 

RELOCATION ON BIG DEER LEAP: I 

propose a relocation from a point north of Cerf 
Brook to just north of the top of Big Deer Leap. It 
would avoid the last pitch of the climb up the south 
side of Big Deer Leap, which is so steep that 
erosion will be severe with greater use. Maybe it 
could switchback to the east. I would also like to 
see the trail go to the top of Big Deer Leap, which 
is a nice, bouldery, open place with a hint of a 
view. Presently, the trail skirts around the sum- 
mit’s west side. 

One relatively short alternate is needed once we 
abandon the trail from Sherburne Pass to Little 
Deer Leap Lower Lookout. If one arrives at 
Sherburne Pass planning on a few tenths of a mile 
hike to Little Deer Leap (as it is shown in our 
literature and the 50 Hikes book) and sees a sign at 
the bottom saying one has to go almost all the way 
to Willard Gap and then double back on the north 
end of the Deer Leap Trail, he or she may conclude 
that is too far and go up the old route anyway. 
Going up, let alone down, is dangerous. But if the 
hike were not over a mile and did not involve 


climbing Big Deer Leap, maybe most hikers would 
put up with it. Moreover, the alternatives I sug- 
gest, used together with the present Deer Leap Trail 
from near Willard Gap to the Little Deer Leap 
Upper Lookout, would give Appalachian Trail 
hikers a scenic alternative to the present LT be- 
tween Willard Gap and Maine Junction (which will 
be AT once the AT is relocated from south of Pico 
Peak, through Willard Gap, to Maine Junction). 
Finally, if both of the alternatives I propose were 
built, the day hiker from Sherburne Pass or Gifford 
Woods would have a nice loop hike around Little 
Deer Leap. 

It has been suggested that we should not only 
abandon the Deer Leap Trail between Sherburne 
Pass and the Little Deer Leap Lower Lookout, but 
also put up "closed" signs and pile it with brush. 
I don’t altogether agree. I think the signs should 
say the trail has been abandoned because it is 
dangerous for even experienced hikers, and they 
should show how to reach the alternate routes. I 
would avoid the word "closed" unless we have 
landowner authority. Saying the trail is "closed" 
also may trouble the many rock climbers who use 
Little Deer Leap. Do we mean to forbid them 
access, or only to disclaim responsibility for the 
trail? Finally, I think piling brush would anger the 
rock climbers, and they would just haul away 
obstacles. See map on next page. 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TO ACT 

The National Park Service has issued its Final 
Environmental Impact Statement regarding the 
location of the Appalachian Trail (and Long Trail) 
The companion volume of letters the Park Service 
received is interesting reading. Copies are available 
from Herb Ogden, Jr., work phone 775-3368, home 
775-1350. 

By the time you read this, the Park Service 
probably will have released its decision. It is 
expected to endorse Alternate 5, which moves the 
trail west after it passes Governor Clement Shelter, 
returns to the present route from Cooper Lodge to 
just south of Pico Camp, goes west around Pico 
Peak, crosses Route 4 about a mile west of Sher- 
burne Pass, and rejoins the present Long Trail in 
Willard Gap and the present AT at Maine Junction. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of 
outings, work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section 
(Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$16.00 


Family 

$24.00 

ADDRESS: 

Individual (under 18) 

$ 6.00 


Senior (65 & Over) 

$10.00 


Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 

$400.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trials and shelters. 


■"The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar years basis. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 



MR L MRS ROBERT l THELMA PERKINS 
48 IE LEBANON RD 
CHARLOTTE , NC 282E7 


Primed on recycled piper. 
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HEDGEHOG BROOK TRAIL, FAYSTON 

24 July 1993 

by Roma Pulling, Leader 

As we sat on Burnt Rock Mountain, enjoying the 
gorgeous view, a dark cloud covered the sun. 
Fearing this signalled a change in the weather, we 
made a speedy exit; but a few minutes later the sun 
was out again. This was the only cloud in an other- 
wise sunny day with the temperature in the 80’s. 

Having described this hike as sometimes difficult 
and designated an 8 o’clock departure time because 
of the long drive, I didn't expect a large group, and 
I was right. One hiker met us at the park, and we 
picked up another on the way. 

Waitsfield provided a convenient coffee break on 
the way north, and then it was only a short dis- 
tance to the trail head. There we were met by a pit 
bull, who promptly attacked Alfred's pack in an 
attempt to get at his lunch. Fortunately his diet did 
not seem to include hikers. 

The trail started out in a leisurely manner, but 
this was not to last. Approaching Burnt Rock, we 
were pulling ourselves up over boulders the size of 
a house. At this point Bernie was heard to remark, 
"I thought you said this hike was difficult." But we 
were rewarded with a lunch stop on one of the best 
lookouts on the long trail. This was just below the 
summit. Bill climbed to the top, but the rest of us 
decided to save our strength for the hike down. 

We met about 15 other hikers, most of whom 
were on their way up as we were coming down. 
There were also an unusual number of dogs 


SHAW MOUNTAIN 

7 August 1993 
by Ira Hawley, Leader 

You guessed it right. Rained out again. My 
apologies to Linda Pellerin for not showing up at 
Fair Haven -- also apologies to the gentleman in 
Benson and would like to hear from him again. 
Also to the six people who appeared at the park for 
a good hike. Let’s try again at a later date. 


CANOE TRIP 

29 August 1993 
by Jean Davies 

What you all missed! All except three, that is. 
Roma Pulling with Jean and Charlie Davies headed 
for Chittenden Dam on August 29, on a "Picture 
Perfect Day," according to the weather report. 

The water was mirror-smooth as we headed off 
to explore the opposite shores. I was just comment- 
ing on the lack of visible wildlife, when we became 
aware of a strange piece of driftwood .... Was it 
some birds? It was none of those, but instead a 
young deer swimming slowly across the water. We 
watched as it struggled out of the water, over the 
slippery rocks to the safety of woods. Interestingly, 
the deer didn’t shake itself as a dog would have 
upon leaving the water. 

Paddling on, we saw a pair of cormorants. 
Cormorants on Chittenden Dam? We’d thought 



they were salt water birds, but have since learned 
that crested cormorants are indeed at the Dam. We 
watched them flying and diving throughout the rest 
of the day. Later we noticed that one curiously 
resembled a loon, but Roy Pilcher, Audubon 
member, told me that a pair of young loons was 
apparently at the Dam. 

Added to the wildlife were the beautiful views of 
Mountain Top Inn, Mt. Carmel, and Pico. We ate 
our lunch on a sandy beach which might well have 
been Canadian wilderness or Michigan Boundary 
waters as far as other visible humans went. We 
saw only water, trees, rocks and driftwood. 

As we paddled home against a rising breeze, 
more canoes, fishermen, and sailfish appeared, but 
we’d already enjoyed our brief ’wilderness’ canoe 
trip, and were pleased to see others enjoying the 
day. We hope more of you will be with us on our 
next adventure. 


ADIRONDACK OUTING 

25 September 1993 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Three Vermonters joined three New Yorkers for 
a long and wonderful hike along the Tongue Moun- 
tains, the range that points southward into Lake 
George. We began at the Clay Meadows Trail and 
hiked through an area which co-leaders Sandy and 
Ruth Lamb told us had been farms before it was 
bought up for the Adirondack Park. We then 
ascended to the saddle and headed south to enjoy 
the first of many grand views from a shelter. The 
weather was perfect and the foliage was beginning 
to show in the mountains overlooking Lake George. 

We hiked south to French Point Mountain for 
lunch, scrambling in and out of the great gulches 
that cleave the ridge. At our lunch spot, we were 
rewarded with a magnificent panorama of the lake 
and the distant High Peaks. After some discussion, 
we decided to forge ahead to the Point of the 
Tongue and return along a shore trail, thus turning 
an approximately 8 mile hike into a 13 mile one. 

The extra distance was worth it. As we hiked 
south on the ridge of the Tongue, wonderful views 
continued on all sides. We felt as though we were 
on the prow of a great ship that was cruising down 


the lake. The woods were often parklike, full of 
great old tall trees. Much to Sue Thomas’s disgust, 
however, and to Linda Pellerin’s delight, the 
rattlesnakes were nowhere to be seen. 

The final leg of the hike was a shore trail along 
Northwest Bay back to Clay Meadows. It was not 
as level as we thought it would be when we chose 
it rather than going back over the Tongue from our 
lunch stop, but it was very pretty, and it provided 
a place for two of the hikers to take a quick dip in 
the lake. We all returned to the trailhead very tired 
but also very satisfied with the day’s outing and 
very thankful to the Lambs for having led it. 


MOONLIGHT MYSTERY HIKE 

1 October 1993 
by Ira Hawley, Leader 

The weather finally cooperated providing us with 
a FULL MOON. Pleasant afternoon temperatures 
cooled down as sunset approached and a cool 
breeze came up. Eleven people assembled at the 
park. With the Friday afternoon traffic and numer- 
ous stop signs we soon lost contact with each other 
as we started north toward Brandon. At the first 
cut-off from Route 7, we reassembled to continue 
on to Blueberry Hill in Goshen. At the large 
parking are we started our walk up the open hillside 
for spectacular view of the valley below and various 
mountain ranges beyond. We were there in time to 
see the sun set amidst some clouds. In about a half 
hour daylight was nearly gone and we started back 
down the incline. It was early darkness as we 
arrived at our cars, where there was a large gravel 
area. Here we started a small but brisk fire to roast 
some frankfurts. 

A card table was set up to lay out the frankfurts, 
rolls, and condiments. Everyone cooked their treats 
on long-handled homemade spears to their own 
satisfaction. 

"This reminds me of an old fashion wiener 
roast", someone commented. Now the FULL 
MOON appeared over the ridge line of The Great 
Cliff, Mount Horrid, and Cape Lookoff Mountain. 

We had a discussion about continuing some 
hiking along an open Forestry Road for about a 
mile, but most everyone wanted to return home. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 


Trips leave from south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water- 
resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness 
and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride 
with someone, please share car expense. 

Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 13 November, 11:00 a.m. Leaders: Rob and Sue Carey 446-2830 

MONTSIIIRE MUSEUM, NORWICH. Enjoy a fine, small natural history museum with plenty to enjoy for 
adults and children alike. Nature trails. 

Saturday 20 November, 5:30 p.m. Contact: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

ANNUAL POTLUCK SUPPER AT THE ECONOLODGE, RTE. 4, MENDON. Please bring your own 
utensils. After supper Winnie Chevalier will present a slide show. 

Sunday 5 December, 1:00 p.m. Leaders: Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 

GREENWALL SHELTER. Sunday stroll along the Long Trail to the Greenwall Shelter. There will be a 
cookie break with a hot beverage provided!! Easy to moderate 1.8 mile hike. 

Saturday 11 December, 8:00 a.m. Contact: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350 

LITTLE ASCUTNEY, WEATHERSFIELD. This is joint hike with the Ascutney Trails Association up Little 
Ascutney and maybe Bald Hill. If it snows bring along snowshoes. Difficult approximately 5 mile hike. 

Saturday 18 December, 2:00 p.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

WHEELERVILLE COOKOUT. Easy afternoon supper hike partly on Wheelerville Road through Rutland 
City Forest. Three miles round trip with big fire and cookout where Wood Road crosses Beaver Pond Brook. 
Bring flashlights, as we will be coming out in the dark, XC skis or snowshoes if there is snow. For those who 
wish not to hike back to cars in the dark, we will have a car parked on Rte. 4. 

Thursday 6 January, 7:30 p.m. Co-chair Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. At Herb Ogden’s house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland (off Lafayette 
St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the next three months, or call in your suggestion. For Outing 
Committee members and any others interested. Note later starting time. 

Saturday 8 January, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Bernie Donahue 773-7462 

GREAT ROARING BROOK ROAD. Easy to moderate 2 to 4 mile hike along the old road from Shrewsbury 
to Plymouth. 

Saturday 15 January, 8:00 a.m. Contact: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

JOINT HIKE WITH BREADLOAF SECTION OF GMC. Explore Ripton by ski on a Forest Service road, 
snowmobile trail and/or trail to Abbey Pond. Intermediate level. 

Sunday 23 January, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. 773-1350 

PINE HILL PARK, RUTLAND, TO PROCTOR. Moderately difficult 5 mile walk from Rutland to Proctor. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Sunday 30 January, 1:30 p.m. Leader: Jean Davies 483-6623 

CAMP BETSY COX, PITTSFORD. Bring your ice skates, XC skis, or snowshoes for some afternoon fun 
at Camp Betsy Cox. 

Sunday 6 February, 10:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

BLUE RIDGE CASCADE VIA CANTY TRAIL. Difficult (depending on snow depth and condition) 3 mile 
hike. 

Saturday 12 February, 9:00 a.m. Contact: Herb Ogden, Jr. 773-1350 

SNOWSHOE MT. ASCUTNEY. Joint outing with the Ascutney Trails Association. Snowshoe up the 
Windsor Trail. Difficult. 

For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Sue Carey, President RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 446-2830 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 438-5473 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 773-6997 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 483-6623 


LONG TRAIL INTER-SECTIONAL HIKE 

2 October 1993 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

A forecast of afternoon rain turned this planned 
12 mile hike from Wallingford Gulf to Governor 
Clement Shelter into a walk of less than half that 
length. That worked out just right. We were 
blessed with some sun in the forenoon for a nice 
picnic at Spring Lake Clearing, complete with Sue 
Thomas’s birthday brownies for the Section’s 
immediate past Vice-President, and the rain did not 
begin until we had finished the hike at Clarendon 
Gorge and were retrieving the spotted car. The 
inter-sectional part did go as planned, for we were 
joined by two Breadloaf Section members who were 
working on their End-to-End. 

Descending from the Airport Lookout to Claren- 
don Gorge, we were surprised to find a neatly 
printed sign on a tree saying "HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
LINDA P." At first this was attributed to Sue 
Thomas. After the birthday girl opened the con- 
tainer that was attached, however, it became clear 
that Sue was not responsible. Inside was a cup- 
cake, a candle, and a match -- and a note from a 
male admirer inviting the birthday girl to dinner! 
Eventually we got her to say who it was from. If 
you weren’t there and want to know -- too bad! 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 

Herb Ogden, Jr. Editors 

Larry Dodds 

Sue Thomas Illustrator 

Irene Hawley Production and 

Lorraine Hawley Distribution 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 

Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of 
Section hikes but also letters to the editor and 
reports of your own unusual excursions. Also, if 
you have led a hike not described in any guidebook, 
please include in your article directions on how to 
get there so that others may enjoy the spot, unless 
the landowner would object to the publicity. 

Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

Articles on WordPerfect 5.0 or 5.1 are especially 
welcome in "newspaper column" format. 

SEND COPY BY 1 JANUARY 1994, PLEASE 
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Don’t know what to do with old issues of Smoke & 
Blazesl Leave them for a doctor’s office or other 
place where folks will see them and have a little 
time to read them. This helps spread the news 
about our section of the Green Mountain Club. 

Especially in view of the current debate about how 
wild the Long Trail should be, and whether we 
need federal funds or condemnation authority to 
achieve our goal, the following excerpt from an 
article in the August - September 1934 Vermonter 
by Marion V. Urie is one that Editor Herb Ogden, 
Jr. found interesting. 


elation. In most places the trail was in good 
condition and well marked. However, after 
leaving the Arlington-Wardsboro road we found 
a very poor section. The trail was scarcely 
discernible and the blazes exceedingly few and 
far between. Consequently we lost the trail 
and, also consequently, a whole day. 

I think I can truthfully say that we were not 
anxious or alarmed, even if it was nightfall. 
But we were exasperated at having come so 
far on the trail only to lose it in spite of our 
best efforts. We were fortunate in locating a 
snug and well-supplied cabin, apparently used 
by hunters, where we made ourselves com- 
fortable for the night. The next morning we 
gave up the idea of finding the trail again and 
at ten o’clock, with no notion as to how far it 
would be necessary to travel, we started off to 
follow an old railroad cut out to civilization. 
At three o’clock that afternoon, after hiking 
some fourteen or fifteen miles, we came out on 
a back country road and were laconically in- 
formed by busy haymakers that we were some 
thirty miles from the nearest point where the 
Long Trail intersected a highway. How to get 
there was our next problem and hitchhiking 
seemed the only answer. Our luck still held 
and at seven o’clock we arrived at Fay Fuller 
camp, two miles north on the trail from the 
Bennington-Wilmington highway. We had 
come around Glastenbury Mountain, so we 
spent the next day doing the piece of trail we 
had missed and doing it again on the return trip. 

The scenic aspects of the trail are varied, so 
everyone who is at all interested in hiking 
should be able to find something which appeals 
to him in this 300 mile display of nature’s 
beauties. There is the constant thrill of never 
knowing just what is coming next. Every curve 
reveals some new charm or unique specimen. 
Perhaps it is a huge rock capped with lovely 
little ferns growing in a deep bed of moss; or 
it may be a weather-beaten tree, twisted and 
gnarled into a most fantastic shape. At other 
times the trail comes out suddenly on some 
natural promontory or lookout, ana the hiker 
sees spread before him a vast panorama of 
forest with the farms and villages nestled in 
the valley below. Many times it would seem 
that those who first cleared the trail must have 
been thinking of the old saying that "the 
longest way round is the sweetest way home," 
as this footpath winds and curves continually. 
In most cases this is all for the good as it 
makes it possible to include many more beau- 
tiful spots than could be seen otherwise. 


The Long Trail is maintained by the Green 
Mountain Club. It is divided into sections and 
each section is maintained by the members of 
the Club living in that vicinity. The condition 
of the trail varies because of the popularity of 
certain portions and because of the interest 
and care bestowed upon it by the members of 
the different sections. The northern section 
is much newer and has been used less than the 
others. Here we found that underbrush, ferns, 
and nettles had sprung up very rapidly. How- 
ever, there were freshly painted blazes and we 
had no real difficulty in lollowing them. This 
is a rough, densely wooded region, pierced by 
few roads and one can easily get the impression 
of really being in the "wilds. ’ 

The middle section seems to be the most 
popular. Here we find the rocky summits of 
Mount Mansfield and Camel’s Hump and a 
well defined and much-used trail. We were 
already quite familiar with these two moun- 
tains but that did not lessen our pleasure when 
we once more gained their rocky summits. 
Our first mail station was at the Mansfield 
Hotel, and we certainly appreciated the letters 
that awaited us there. 

As we went down into the southern sections 
the trail became less and less arduous; there 
were fewer really fine views as the trail took 
us through large areas of forest where lumber 
camps were once teeming with activity. We 
passed by many such remains, now fast dis- 
appearing beneath a growth of luxuriant veg- 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of 
outings, work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section 
(Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 



Adult 

$16.00 




Family 

$24.00 

ADDRESS: 



Individual (under 18) 

$ 6.00 




Senior (65 & Over) 

$10.00 




Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 

$400.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 




I would also like to make a contribution of $_ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trials and shelters. 

■The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar years basis. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 

Rutland VT 05701 WHjT£ 
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CHARLOTTE, NC 28227 
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ANNUAL TACONIC RAMBLE 
September 1993 
by Linda Pellerin 

A relatively large party gathered for our Fourth 
Annual Taconic Ramble which maintained the tradition 
of being one of the most enjoyable outings on our 
schedule. The weather was perfect and the views were 
spectacular. Our hosts, Kit and Margret Davidson, 
had a feast of wine, cheeses, crackers, chips and dips 
for us to enjoy as we sat on their new deck overlook- 
ing a picture perfect view of the Taconic Mountain 
Range. 

We thank the Davidsons and hope those that have 
not had the pleasure of participating in this outing 
remember to look for it scheduled in late summer or 
early fall. 

FOLIAGE HIKE TO WHITE ROCKS 

10 October 1993 
by Sue Carey, Leader 

The foliage was at its peak and the air was cold, 
but it a good day for a hike. Roma and A1 Pulling, 
Bernie Donahue, Seth and Mara Carey and myself 
met at the White Rocks Picnic area in Wallingford. 
We started up the Keewaydin Trail with the goal of 
reaching the top of White Rocks Cliff. 

This trail is very steep. When we reached the spot 
where the Long Trail intersects with the Keewaydin 
Trail one member of the Carey party sat down and 
refused to go anywhere but down the trail and home. 


JANUARY 1994 


Roma, Al, and Bernie continued to the top of the 
cliffs and had a good view of Wallingford and the 
Otter Creek Valley. The Careys headed back down 
the trail. I had to promise Seth and Mara that we 
would hike to the top of White Rocks Cliff on a trail 
that is not so steep. Someday we shall return. 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL, NORWICH VT. 

23 October 1993 
by Roma Pulling 

As always, Alfred and I kept a "weather eye" on 
the day of our hike and were at first encouraged, when 
it looked as though it might clear, but discouraged 
upon arrival in Norwich, when it had again clouded 
over. But by afternoon the sun was out and it was 
a lovely, but crisp, fall day. 

We met seven hikers, all women, at the park and 
were pleased to welcome a new member, Marjorie 
Sweeny! Taking three cars, we headed for Norwich, 
where we parked a car at the village green and packed 
everyone into the two others for the trip to the trail- 
head. We planned to hike the Tucker Trail to the 
Appalachian Trail, and this was complicated by the 
lack of either a sign or trail blazing. But our advance 
inquiries had pointed us in this direction, which proved 
to be the right one. 

The Tucker Trail follows an old road for part of 
its distance. The walking was slightly uphill and was 
easy to moderate. The only markings visible were 
two faded logos from the Dartmouth Outing Club. 
At the trail intersection we turned east and encountered 


the usual ups and downs one expects when hiking in 
Vermont until the trail merged with a Norwich street. 
We followed paved streets back to the cars and discov- 
ered again how much harder this walking is on the 
feet. 

From the Norwich green, which provided the closest 
parking available to our goal at the Connecticut River, 
the trail continues on paved streets and through an 
underpass to a bridge over the river into Hanover, 
New Hampshire. While one driver ferried the others 
back to the Tucker Trail to get two cars parked there, 
I offered to lead any interested parties on this last 
section of the hike and got only one taker. 

We met several joggers (!) but no other hikers. 
Wildlife was limited to one chipmunk. But just after 
emerging from the woods we saw two adorable burros 
in a barnyard. Several of us wanted to bring them 
home. As this would have presented a few problems 
(?), the burro-napping never took place. 

After the occupants of our car refreshed themselves 
at Ho Jo’s in White River Junction, we returned home 
from a rewarding trip. 

ANNUAL POTLUCK SUPPER 

20 November 1993 
by Linda Pellerin 

The unofficial attendance for the supper was twenty- 
eight adults and five children. The food as usual was 
excellent, the company enjoyable, and everyone ate 
until their hearts were content. Winnie Chevalier pre- 
sented a slide show on Baxter State Park in Maine. 
The slides were spectacular and I’m sure we all wished 
we were there. Thank you, Winnie, for the beautiful 
presentation. Thanks also to the Econo Lodge and 
Ross Alno for letting us use their comfortable and 
spacious facilities. It won’t be long until our Annual 
Meeting Potluck. Hope to see you all there! 


GREENWALL SHELTER 
5 December 1993 
by Roma Pulling 

December 5 was not a very good day for a hike. 
There was the thick fog, which never lifted. If Alfred 
and I had gotten separated from the other hikers, we 
wouldn’t have been able to see them. And the driving 


wasn’t great due to a scattering of snow on the higher 
elevations of Sugar Hill Road where it meets the Long 
Trail. Then there was the wind, which was cold when 
we encountered it several times that afternoon. I was 
worried we wouldn’t be able to start a fire as the wood 
was saturated from the snow and rain the fell the day 
before. And to top it all off, Alfred thought he had 
lost our car key. What next? 

But we had a good group of hikers, never complain- 
ing and always in good humor. Six met us at the park, 
and two more waited for us in Wallingford. Unfortu- 
nately, one had to turn back before reaching the shelter 
because of another commitment. 

Alfred had brought dry kindling from home, and 
we got a really good fire going on which we toasted 
marshmallows and heated water for hot beverages to 
enjoy with cookies and doughnut holes. 

And when we got back to our car, Alfred found 
the key - right where he had left it! 

It was a good hike. 



KNOW SOMEONE WHO FORGOT TO RENEW 
MEMBERSHIP LN THE KILLINGTON SECTION? 
IF SO, PLEASE GIVE THAT PERSON THE 
MEMBERSHIP BLANK ON THE LAST PAGE. 
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VERA A. PERKINS, 1898-1993 
by Janet P. Martin 

Vera had been a Killington Section member for 
55 years when she died on November 27, 1993. She 
had earned her "End to Ender" along with her brother 
Craigue and his wife Mary in the late 1960’s. In the 
early years my cousins and I hiked with them on many 
Killington Section hikes. She participated in some 
of the earliest Intersectionals, and as the Martin family 
grew, she often accompanied them on hikes and to 
the Intersectionals. In 1962 she had sole charge of 
our three girls, before their 4th, 6th, and 8th birthdays 
while I was giving birth to their youngest brother. 
She was 92 when she went on her last snowshoe hike 
with the Killington section. 

Old timers in the Section remember fondly sugar-on- 
snow parties in her attic and the wonderful pies she 
made for the annual meetings and potluck suppers. 

Few of us knew that Vera wrote poetry. Here is 
one that all hikers can relate to titled "Summer Noon 
on Long Hill”: 

The sky is a deep blue. 

The air has a singing warmth 
and an earthly fragrance. 

A gipsying bee hums fitfully. 

As spires of smoke reach silently 
up from the town below. 

Earth rests briefly at the turn 
of the day. 


DIRECTORS ASK MAIN CLUB TO KEEP 
BUCKLIN TRAIL LOCATION AS IS; RENEW 
COOPER LODGE CARETAKER FUNDS, 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., from notes by 
Wally Rogers, Temporary Secretary 

At a meeting on 6 January, the Section Directors 
discussed a letter from G.M.C. headquarters regarding 
the Bucklin Trail, which leaves the Wheelerville Road 
in Mendon at Brewers Comers, follows a woodroad 
along Brewers Brook for about two miles, and then 
ascends to the Long Trail at Cooper Lodge. This trail 
is on a property being acquired by the State of 
Vermont. The G.M.C. will have a conservation 
easement banning motorized travel. While 
Headquarters proposes that we temporarily not enforce 


that restriction because the woodroad along the brook 
is used by backwoods vehicles, Headquarters suggests 
that the Bucklin Trail eventually be moved south onto 
the side of the ridge, so as to avoid contact with 
vehicles. 

Killington Section directors agreed that the present 
valley woodroad route has less maintenance and is 
in a favorable location, that vehicles are few and 
tolerated, and that logging may cause temporary 
inconvenience and damage but is currently preferable 
to relocation. It was moved and unanimously passed 
that the Killington Section recommends leaving the 
Bucklin Trail where it is and waiving any restriction 
on motorized vehicles. Directors requested comment 
from the main club on our recommendation and a final 
decision on trail location. 

In her role as Trails and Shelters Co-Chair, Section 
President Sue Carey reported on trail-road intersections 
which needed signs. She also reported on an October 
1993 meeting on shelters. Many changes are planned. 
Cooper Lodge continues to be a problem, with 
vandalism and trash. It was moved and passed 
unanimously that the main club should ask the State 
of Vermont and S-K-I, Ltd. (Killington Ski Area) to 
repair winter vandalism and clear refuse w-eekly as 
part of the state contract. Directors noted that the 
Killington Ski Patrol could check the lodge every 
afternoon. Gates could be erected on the old ski trails 
in the area to re-direct skiers away from the lodge. 

Directors also voted to pay the main club up to $575 
toward the expense of a G.M.C. caretaker for Cooper 
Lodge in the summer of 1994. It was suggested that 
a tent platform be erected for the caretaker. 

Sue Carey announced that Rob Carey would share 
responsibility with her for the southern half of the 
Killington Section’s part of the Long Trail. Tim 
Welch is co-chair for the northern half. 

It was noted that, since the Smoke & Blazes through 
the last issue showed some dues categories as being 
$2 less than they were supposed to be, the Treasurer 
could accept dues in that amount until the next issue 
gave the 1994 dues schedule, as passed in 1992. 

WATCH FOR NEWS OF G.M.C. REGIONAL MEETINGS 

to discuss National Scenic Trail status and 

OTHER FEDERAL HELP OR LAND CONDEMNATION 
AUTHORITY FOR ACQUISITION OF LT AND SIDE TRAIL 
CORRIDORS NOW PRIVATELY OWNED. MAIN CLUB 
DIRECTORS HAVE BEEN DIVIDED ON THIS ISSUE. 
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KILLCSGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 


Trips leave from south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant 
footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. 
For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are riot necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, 
please share car expense. 

Non-members are welcome! 


Sunday 20 February, 12:00 p.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

HILDENE, MANCHESTER. X-C ski adventure at the Robert Todd Lincoln home . There is a fee to ski. 
We may possibly stop for early evening dining on the way home. 

Saturday 26 February, 8:00 a.m. Contact: Sue Carey 446-2830 

STRATTON POND X-C SKI TRIP. Joint outing with the Manchester Section. Bring lunch and water. This 
a moderate trip, fairly level terrain, gorgeous views. 

Sunday 6 March, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Larry Dodds 438-5473 

WALLINGFORD POND, WALLINGFORD. Come and enjoy an easy 3 mile X-C 

ski outing. We will explore the trails in the Wallingford Pond area. 

Sunday 13 March, 9:00 a.m. Contact: Wally Rogers 468-3210 

GALICK WILDLIFE PRESERVE, WEST HAVEN. Enjoy a X-C ski outing of about 5 miles in duration 
at an intermediate level. There are some easier optional routes for those who do not wish to ski at the intermediate 
level. 

Saturday 19 March, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

MERCK FOREST, RUPERT. Enjoy a day hike w'ith possible overnight stay. Those who wish to participate 
in the overnight stay pay a charge of S4.50 per person and must contact the leader in advance. 

Saturday 26 March. 5:30 p.m. Contact: Janet Martin 773-8621 

SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY at Unitarian-Universalist Church (basement meeting room), 1 17 West St., Rutland. 
S4 for adults; children under 12 free. 

Saturday 9 April, 5:30 p.m. Contact: Linda Pellerin 

KILLLNGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING & POTLUCK SUPPER. The meeting and supper will be 
held at the Econolodge. Route 4. Mendon. Please bring your own utensils. : Tt-cKKio^ mMepal. 

Saturday 16 April, 1:00 p.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

GLEN DAM, RUTLAND TOWN. Easy 2 mile hike and tour of Glen Dam. 

Thursday 21 April 1994, 7:30 p.m. Co-chair Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. At Herb Ogden’s house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland (off Lafayette 
St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the next three months or call in your suggestion. For Outing Committee 
members and any others interested. 

Sunday 24 April, 9:00 a.m. Contact: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

LYE BROOK FALLS, MANCHESTER. Moderate 5 mile hike into die Lye Brook Wilderness to one of Vermont’s 
highest and most beautiful water falls. continued on p. 5 
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Saturday 30 April, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. 773-1350 

TALC MINE RAILROAD, ROCHESTER. Hike abandoned narrow-gage switchbacks to talc mine. 

Saturday 7 May, 11:00 a.m. Leader: Roma Pulling 773-6997 

QUECHEE GORGE, HARTFORD. Explore the Gorge on this easy 2 mile hike. 

Saturday 14 May, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Rob and Sue Carey 446-2830 

SOUTHERN SECTION WALK THROUGH/WORK PARTY. Cold River Road to points south. Moderate 
hikes to include removing of blowdowns, clearing waterbars and trimming the trail. Tools will be provided by 
the section. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Sue Carey, President RR 1 , Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 


446-2830 

438-5473 

773-6997 

483-6623 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 
Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Editors 

Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of Section hikes 
but also letters to the editor and reports of your own unusual 
excursions. Also, if you have led a hike not described in any 

Larry Dodds 
Sue Thomas 

Illustrator 

guidebook, please include in your article directions on how to 
get there so (hat others may enjoy the spot, unless the landowner 

Irene Hawley 

Production and 

would object to the publicity. 

Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 

Distribution 

Don't know what to do with old issues of Smoke <& Blazes ? 
Leave them for a doctor’s office or other place where folks will 
see them and have a little time to read them. This helps spread 
the news about our section of the Green Mountain Club. 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

SEND COPY BY 1 APRIL 1994, PLEASE! 


OLD ROARLNG BROOK ROAD, SHREWSBURY 

8 January 1994 

by Bernie Donahue, Leader 


Articles on WordPerfect 5.0 or 5.1 are especially welcome in 
“newspaper column' format. 


WHEELERVILLE COOKOUT 
18 December 1993 
by Ray Catozzi, Leader 

We had a great outing. We had a fire going, water 
boiling, and hot dogs mostly cooked before dark 
descended on us. But everything went fine after my 
Coleman gas lantern was lit. All hiked out the same 
I'A miles we hiked in: a half mile of Wheelerville 
Road and one mile of forest road. 


Guess what? Yes, you guessed right. For the 
fourth consecutive attempt, the old Roaring Brook 
Road was inhospitable to hiking guests due to 
inclement weather. This hike "leader" is jinxed and 
is forced to retire from further attempts at completing 
a hike there. With regrets! 
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KILLLNGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, 
and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - 
Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


Adult 

$18.00 

Family 

$24.00 

Individual (under 18) 

$ 6.00 

Senior (65 & Over) 

$12.00 

Life Member of 


Killington Sec. 

$400.00 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of S to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting mainte- 
nance and preservation of trials and shelters. ~ 

*The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar years basis. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 



PERKRQB 

MR MRS ROBERT t HO MA PERKINS 
4812 LEWiUUH Rl> 

CHARLOTTE, NC P8227 


Prinicd on recycled p»pcr. 



BLUE RIDGE SNOVVSHOE 
6 February 1994 
by Sue Thomas, Leader 

I’ve been wanting to snowshoe up to the cascade 
on Blue Ridge Mountain for years. Finally this winter 
nature cooperated and provided plenty of snow for 
the trip. Fortunately for us someone else had the same 
idea and left us a nicely packed trail offering less 
work. Although on the Final pitch I began to wonder 
why it had seemed so appealing to me all those years! 
We made it and had our lunch beside the frozen 
cascade. 

After lunch a few adventurous types continued to 
the summit, while those of us in our right minds went 
home to thaw out. [Note from one of the former: 
the trail was fine once we found it, and the view was 
great!] After all, we had a Southerner along. Our 
ex-president Phil Johnson came from South Carolina 
to see some snow. We awarded him the long distance 
medal for the day. No one volunteered for the 
distinction of oldest hiker. 


MOUNT ASCUTNEY FROM THE WEST ON 
SNOWSHOES 
12 February 1994 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

The winter weather was gorgeous, but for some 
reason only two Section members showed up for this 
joint outing with the Ascutney Trails Association. 
After a beautiful drive over to West Windsor, Ruth 
Hare and I located a snowshoe track leading east from 
the Coaching Lane Road, which is east of and parallel 


to the Ascutney Notch Road. I had cleverly scheduled 
our departure so we would arrive there after the ATA 
folks, so we benefitted from the trail they had broken 
until we met them most of the way up. 

We crossed open Fields and some Ascutney Resort 
cross country ski trails, with Fine views west, before 
entering the woods and taking a wood road that headed 
east toward the Enright Quarry. We then branched 
off near the bottom of a long-gone log chute, taking 
First a smaller woodroad and then a bushwhack up 
an increasingly steep route through evergreens wearing 
a beautiful coat of rime ice. Here, we began to pass 
those few of the eight or so ATA hikers who either 
had snowshoes with tails or still had much to learn 
about snowshoe bindings. We were slowing down 
ourselves, tired by the climb, and were happy to see 
the white and blue blazes of the Weathersfield Trail 
at last. After a few challenging climbs on it, we 
reached the sunny summit and joined the ATA for 
lunch. We then went on to the new tower to enjoy 
the view. A few diehards (not we) climbed the tower 
on snowshoes, just so they could say they had made 
it all the way. 

Barbara Rhoad of the ATA led us on a different 
way down. After admiring the views from West Peak 
and Gus’s Lookout, we branched off to the west just 
below the latter and followed what was supposedly 
once a snowmobile trail (incredibly steep in spots, 
where our snowshoes acted more like skis) onto a 
fairly open ridge south of the Mower Quarry. This 
provided a very pleasant return. 



CASTLETON RAILROAD BED X-C SKI 
6 March 1993 
by Larry Dodds, Leader 

This outing was to take place at the Wallingford 
Pond Recreation Area. A prior storm dropped two 
feet of new snow in the area and left it inaccessible. 

I made the move to Castleton Railroad Bed Trail. 

A beautiful, bright, clear day greeted us this Sunday 
morning as five club members gathered for an 
engaging outdoor adventure blessed with warm Spring 
temperatures. A1 and Roma Pulling came along with 
their snowshoes and Ruth Hare, Herb Ogden, and 
I were ready to ski. After a short drive out to the 
Castleton State College parking area we unloaded our 
gear and headed down the trail. The morning ski 
conditions were ideal. 

A1 and Roma headed out on their snowshoes and 
the three skiers soon left them behind. The miles piled 
up behind us and the day got warmer. We paused 
several times during the day to layer clothes on and 
off. At three miles down the trail toward Poultney 
Ruth started to have problems with her feet. She had 
skied a fair amount the previous day and was starting 
to show signs of it. She decided to turn back toward 
the College and meet A1 and Roma. 

Herb and I decided to push further down the trail, 
then turn around and meet Ruth, Al, and Roma for 
lunch. We made the Route 30 crossing and pushed 
on toward Poultney. We stopped at 4.5 miles and 
decided to ski back toward the College to meet the 
others for lunch. 

Herb and I met the others after skiing about 1.5 
miles toward the college. Al and Roma decided to 
head back to the parking area while the skiers paused 
for lunch. Al and Roma predicted that the skiers would 
overtake them on the way back. 

After a needed rest and some lunch, the skiers were 
ready to head back. Off we went, at a much slower 
pace?! The snow was beginning to become sticky 
as the temperature rose into the 50’ s. 

Huffing and puffing we made it back to the parking 
lot where Al and Roma were waiting patiently. 
"You’ve got to take up cross country skiing or learn 
to slow down on those snow shoes," I said to Al and 
Roma. 

Castleton to Poultney would make a good end to 
end ski trip. Conditions permitting I’ll try to schedule 
one for next season. 


MERCK FOREST OVERNIGHT CAMPING 
19 March 1994 
by Sue and Mara Carey 

"Merck Forest and Farmland Center is a 2,820 acre 
forest preserve in the Taconic Mountains of 
southwestern Vermont. It is owned and operated by 
a private nonprofit organization, for the purposes of 
education and conservation. There are a limited 
number of rustic shelters and tents sites available for 
public use." 

The following is an excerpt from the log book and 
written by eight year old Mara Carey: 

March 19, 1994: 

My name is Mara Carey. My Mom, Dad, and little 
brother are staying at Spruce Shelter. My friend Sue 
Thomas is staying here too. We brought our dog 
Lady. I think she likes it here. We are all staying 
overnight. Today Sue and I played cribbage. I won! 
Our dog Lady is lying so close to the fire that I think 
she is going to fry. 

I can’t wait until we go to bed. My Dad brought 
a light. My brother and I got the top bunk. My hand 
is starting to hurt so I will write some more later. 

March 20, 1994: 

Last night we went Moon Skiing . We went to 
Clark’s Clearing. Today i hurt my hand on a nail 
on the door. So watch out for nails! We have to leave 
soon so I will stop writing. Maybe I can come again. 

Additional comments written by Mara at home: 

When we were going home we came to a big hill. 
It was all downhill! I was holding Lady . Lady is 
a very strong dog. All of a sudden she started running 
and I fell and landed on my set. Lady was pulling 
me down the hill. My seat was a sled and I was 
sliding down really, really fast. Lady pulled me all 
the way down the hill and i came in second after my 
brother Seth. Seth was skiing! I was pretending that 
I was in the Iditerod. I came in second in the Iditerod! 

Sue Thomas brought some chocolate chip cookies 
and wishes to share the recipe: 

1 yellow cake mix 

2 eggs 
2/3 cup oil 

1 bag chocolate chips 

Mix first three ingredients. Add chocolate chips. 
Spread on cookie sheet. Bake at 350 degrees for 10 
to 15 minutes. 
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SUGAR ON SNOW 
26 March 1994 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

A good-sized group of us gathered in the Unitarian- 
Universalist church basement for this traditional event. 
Unlike some recent years, there was plenty of snow, 
though the Careys kept some special Wallingford snow 
in their freezer just in case. Janet Martin cooked up 
the usual delectable syrup to an almost caramel 
consistency, and the crowd disposed of it, the snow, 
the donuts, and the pickles in short order amid pleasant 
conversation and talk of outings to come. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

10 April 1994 

by Jean Davies, Secretary 

After a delicious potluck supper at the Econo Lodge 
in Mendon, Sue Carey, President, called the meeting 
to order. The Treasurer reported $805.74 in the 
checking account and $2828.55 in the savings. The 
George L. Kirk Fund has a balance of $1316.21. 

Sue Carey reported that SKI Ltd. doesn’t want the 
responsibility of daily care of Cooper Lodge on 
Killington which gets lots of abuse from skiers, so 
a caretaker appears to be the best answer. The 
Caretaker is to be funded by the State, Main Club, 
and Sections. There is also talk of a composting 
outhouse there. 

The Minerva Hinchey Shelter is five feet off the 
protected trail land. It isn’t a problem now. It’s in 
the 20-year plan. Clarendon Shelter is 10’ off the 
corridor, and is in the 10-year plan. 

Governor Clement Shelter is accessible for local 
parties. It’s considered historical because it’s the only 
stone shelter, therefore it can’t be tom down. The 
GMC may eventually build a new one and let the Park 
service have the old. The average age of shelters is 
50 years. The Main Club undertook a review of them. 

Pico will eventually become a ski trail, so a new 
site is being looked for. Gary Salmon says the "State 
is gun-ho” about the Bucklin Trail. 

Dave Hardy is Southern Assistant for GMC. He 
reported that on May 7, there will be a meeting on 
the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). 
The Forest Service has to bring this to the public 
before any action can be taken. The meeting will be 


held at the Supervisor’s Office in Rutland (Route 7 
North). There is no cost. 

June 4 is the Annual Meeting of the Main Club at 
Waterbury. Cost is $5.00 each. 

After six years, one year must be taken off the Board 
of Directors. Bemie Donahue, Churchill Scott, and 
Herb Ogden, Jr. were thanked heartily for their 
service. New Directors are Linda Pellerin, Phil Smith, 
and Wally Rogers. 

The following were present at the Director’s 
Meeting: Sue Thomas, Phil Smith, Linda Pellerin, 
Sue Carey, Larry Dodds, Roma Pulling, Jean Davies. 
Voted as officers: President, Sue Carey; Vice- 
President, Larry Dodds; Treasurer, Roma Pulling; 
Secretary, Jean Davies. Wally Rogers is the "Director 
to the Main Club" and Linda Pellerin the "Assistant 
Director to the Main Club". 

Everyone appreciated the fine hospitality of Ross 
Almo, of the Econo-Lodge, for opening his lodge to 
our meeting. 

WILDERNESS ETHICS DISCUSSION 
11 May, 1994 

You are invited to join the Trail Management 
Committee on May 1 1 for what we hope will be the 
beginning of an introspective look at the GMC’s trail 
management goals. We believe that it’s important 
for this discussion to go beyond the Trail Management 
Committee to include the Club leadership and others 
active in our management and maintenance programs. 
We hope that you will join us. 

The basis for our discussion will be Wilderness 
Ethics, the recent book by GMC members Laura and 
Guy Waterman. In their book, Laura and Guy 
challenge backcountry and wilderness managers to 
think about the implications of their actions (both 
physical improvements and regulations) in changing 
the wilderness environment for the safety or 
convenience of visitors. The meeting will be held 
at GMC Headquarters, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

Don’t know what to do with old issues of Smoke & 
Blazes ' ? Leave them for a doctor’s office or other 
place where folks will see them and have a little time 
to read them. This helps spread the news about our 
section of the Green Mountain Club. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 


Trips leave from south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water-resistant 
footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. 
For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, 
please share car expense. Non-members are welcome! 


Sunday 22 May, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

MT. CARMEL, CHITTENDEN, via the New Boston Trail and a short bushwhack from the Long Trail up 
the former Mt. Carmel Trail. Though the tower is horizontal, there is a view. 8 mi. moderate. 

Saturday 4 June. Contact (including for rides): Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB ANNUAL MEETING at Club headquarters in Waterbury Center. See Long Trail 
News for details of meeting and afternoon activities. 

Sunday 5 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Tim Welch 483-2085 

SECTION NORTHERN WALK-THROUGH. Check and do light maintenance on various parts of the Long 
Trail assigned to the Section, from the Upper Cold River Road in Shrewsbury to Sherburne Pass (US Route 4) 
in Sherburne. We need people to note trail conditions, paint blazes, clean out shelters, clear brush and blowdowns, 
clean out waterbars, and more. Something for everyone! Tools provided. 

Saturday 11 June, 10:00 a.m. Contact: Bill Robichaud 775-2567 

WHEELERVILLE ROAD BICYCLE CIRCUIT from Rutland City to Brewers Comers and back the other 
way, partly on paved roads. NOTE: Because this is a cycling trip, we will leave from the Stafford Technical 
Center parking lot off Route 4 (Woodstock Ave.) just east of Stratton Road, not from the usual place. 

Saturday 18 June, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350 

MOUNT ASCUTNEY via Weathersfield and Brownsville Trails. The Flume, Crystal Cascade, West Peak, 
North Peak, Norcross Quarry, and more! 6.1 mi. difficult on account of over 2000 ft. climb. 

Saturday 25 June, 8 a.m. Contact: Bill Robichaud 775-2567 

COOLEY GLEN TRAIL, LONG TRAIL, and EMILY PROCTOR TRAIL. Grand circuit through the back 
country of Lincoln, Granville and Ripton, over the Northern Presidentials (Mts. Cleveland and Roosevelt). 12.5 
mi. difficult. 

Thursday 7 July, 7:30 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350, and Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. At Herb Ogden’s house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland (off Lafayette 
St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the next three months or call in your suggestion. For Outing Committee 
members and any others interested. 

Saturday 9 July, 9 a.m. Contact: Sue or Rob Carey 446-2830 

WORK PARTY, with details to be announced depending on what thing or things most need fixing by then. 

Saturday 16 July 1:00 p.m. Leader: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
PITTSFORD ICE CAVES. 3 mi. moderate. 

continued on next page 
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Saturday 23 July, 8:00 a.m. Contact: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

LONG TRAIL FROM COUNTY RD. TO ROUTE 9 in Stamford and Woodford, over Harmon Hill. 11.1 
mi. moderate to difficult. Rain date Sunday 24 July. 

Sunday 31 July, 10:30 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350 

BIRDSEYE MOUNTAIN, CASTLETON and IRA. We will use the Ira Birdseye Road and a woodroad running 
north from it, rather than the trail in the Day Hiker’s Guide to Vermont. 4 mi. moderate. 


Saturday 6 August, 8:00 a.m. Leaders: Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 

CAMELS HUMP via BURROWS TRAIL. This approach, from Huntington, is the easiest. 5.8 mi. moderate, 
but note there is a climb of about 2500 ft. Bring warm clothes for the top. 


Sunday 14 August, 9:00 a.m. Leader: Bill Robichaud 775-2567 

MT. EQUINOX, MANCHESTER via Burr & Burton Trail. 5.8 mi, difficult on account of 2870 ft. ascent. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Sue Carey, President RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 446-2830 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 438-5473 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 773-6997 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 483-6623 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 

Herb Ogden, Jr. Editors 
Larry Dodds 

Sue Thomas Illustrator 

Irene Hawley Production and 

Lorraine Hawley Distribution 

Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

Articles on WordPerfect 5.0 or 5.1 are especially welcome in 
'newspaper column" format. 

SEND COPY BY 1 JULY 1994, PLEASE! 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of Section hikes but 
also letters to the editor and reports of your own unusual excur- 
sions. Also, if you have led a hike not described in any guide- 
book, please include in your article directions on how to get there 
so that others may enjoy the spot, unless the landowner would 
object to the publicity. 



We are pleased to welcome the following new members: 
Phil Smith, Fair Haven VT 
Larry Walter, Rutland VT 

A full list of members is on page 7. 
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FROM THE MARCH GREEN MT. CLUB 
DIRECTORS MEETING 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Unlike Section Director Wally Rogers, I do not 
formally represent our Section on the Board of 
Directors; I am a Director simply because I am Club 
Secretary. I do want to report on some concerns 
regarding the last meeting, not in order of priority: 

Eric Chittenden, who spearheaded the drive to buy 
the HQ in Waterbury, has been distracted by other 
duties. The Headquarters Fund has fallen way behind 
target. We need volunteers to raise funds and donors 
to retire the mortgage on schedule. 

The Land Protection Committee and the Trail 
Management Committee have, I think, gone overboard 
on issuing detailed standards, some about 50 pages 
long. I think they are over-bureaucratizing some club 
functions. We need some Killington Section members 
to volunteer to serve on these committees and 
counterbalance the well-meaning bureaucratizers. If 
two would volunteer for a committee, they could ride 
up together. I already sit on the Land Protection 
Committee and can give a ride up to its meetings. 

The Directors will probably decide in September 
whether to seek federal legislation not only allowing 
purchase of trail land with federal taxpayer funds but 
also allowing condemnation of trail land from owners 
who are not willing to sell outright. The Land 
Protection Committee is holding regional hearings 
on what form, if any, such a bill should take. 
Rutland’s hearing was relatively well-attended, unlike 
the Norwich and Putney meetings, attended by about 
a half-dozen. Perhaps half of those at the Rutland 
meeting said nothing, however. Everyone with an 
idea on the subject should share the idea with a 
Director. This topic will also arise at the GMC 
Annual Meeting. 

If a landowner is letting us cross his or her land 
and generally cooperating with us, but does not want 
to sell us or the government his land or the right to 
pass over it, I do not think we want legislation to force 
him to sell until this situation changes. In no case 
do I favor allowing us or the government to take more 
than an easement (the right to pass, not ownership 
of the land itself)- Nevertheless, if enough members 
disagree and want more, I’m open to persuasion. 

The Organizational Review Committee’s work 
continues, now that survey results are back. I think 


the Committee will have to grapple with the rationale 
for Section members paying much less in Main Club 
assessment than At-Large members pay in Main Club 
dues. I think the rationale is that Section members 
collectively deserve a break because each Section 
contributes volunteer trails and shelters work, while 
At-Large members mostly do not. With the increase 
in At-Large members’ adopting various trails and 
shelters, this rationale is not as sound as it once was. 
We should do more to encourage those Section 
members who are able-bodied to spend at least a half 
day per year on trail or shelter work. (Many older 
members have earned a retirement, but the Section 
cannot rest on their laurels forever.) People can also 
help by raising funds or doing Section or Main Club 
office tasks, and in other ways. I think Section 
members are supposed to do such things, at least while 
they’re able; At-Large are only expected to pay dues. 

Also a propos of Organizational Review, the GMC 
must decide if it is supposed to maintain only the LT 
and its side trails, or if it is a statewide trail 
maintainer. For example, should the GMC, either 
through adopters or through a Section , maintain some 
of the essentially unmaintained trails listed in the Day 
Hikers Guide, such as the one up Birdseye? 

The GMC faces some conflict with the Mt. 
Mansfield Corp. over its expansion plan despite recent 
compromises. Now might be a good time to take 
that hike up Mt. Mansfield you’ve thought about, so 
you have some idea of what the issues are, especially 
around the Haselton Trail — and so you can tell me 
and Wally what to do. 

The main club’s Killington-Pico Committee has 
been dormant, and it’s partly my fault. I’m the local 
member. Would anyone care to join? In the 
meantime, the recent Rutland Herald report is 
accurate: because S-K-I, Ltd. won’t give more 
protection for the LT, the National Park Service will 
condemn a generally 1000’ wide swath. The reroute 
around the west of Pico may depend on the City of 
Rutland’s willingness to sell the Park Service part of 
the City Forest. Another factor may be the Town 
of Mendon’s (un)willingness to see land in Mendon 
transferred from the City of Rutland, which pays real 
estate taxes, to the U.S. Government, which pays a 
lesser sum. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION , GMC 
Members in Good Standing as of 
April 1994 

Linda Aines, RR 1, Box 1201, Sudbury, VT 05733 
Robert L. Badger, 16 Grant St., Potsdam, NY 13676 

Rob, Sue, Mara and Seth Carey, RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 

Karen Cartier, 63 Evergreen Avenue, Rutland 

Rachael Charland, 414 Chestnu^t St., Springfield, MA 01101 

Norman Cohen, POBox 517, Rutland 

George Conlon, 9 Sunset Or., Rutland 

Robert P. Darrow, RR 2, Box 7562, Rutland 

Jean and Charles Davies, Box 37. Pittsford, VT 05763 

Joe Dicton Sr., RR 1, Box 3999-3. Rutland 

Larry Dodds, 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland 05777 

Bemie Donahue, 50 Edgerton St., Rutland 

Judith Falanga, 51 Beaver Pond Rd , Proctor, VT 05765 

Ruth G ibbud, 120 Park St, Proctor, VT 05765 

Ruth Hare, 135 Church St, Apt E, Rutland 

Ira, Irene and Lorraine Hawley, RR 3. Box 7264, Rutland 

Kenneth Heitkamp, RR 2, Box 16.5-3. Center Rutland, VT 05736 

Margaret Hickey, 33 South St., Proctor, VT 05765 

Jan Jackson, 202 Girgsby Ave , Easley, SC 29640 

Phil Johnson, 3 Moore Lane , Greenville, SC 29615 

Willard Johnson, RR 4, Box 251. Abilene, KS 67410 

Nancy Knight, RR 1, Box 3448, Rutland 

Ruth and Sandy Lamb, POBox 127, Bolton Landing, NY 128l4 
Nina LaPenna, 16 Garden St, Proctor, VT 05765 

David and Peggy Lewis, 26 Saluda Dam Rd, Greenville, SC 29611 
Catheri ne M Langon, POBox 1426, Castleton, VT 15735 Wnhert.' & Mary Lord, 

John and Janet Martin, "> Curtis Ave, Rutland , VT 2 Box 2086-1 

David Martin, Box 324, Mt. Holly, VT 05756 "' Brandon VT 05733 

Alice McDougall, 3 Blueberry Lane, Hopkinton, MA 01748 — - 

Marjorie Meany, 300 North Grove St, Rutland 

Sue Nelson, 2Q£ Gorham Bridge Rd, Proctor, VT 05765 

Mary Ann Nissley, p6 Newville Rd , Chalfont, PA 18914 

Herb Ogden Jr, anc\ Cathy Thomas, 20 Birchwood Ave, Rutland 

Sally V. Oldenburg, RR 3. Box 4635. Rutland 

Gerald Parker, RR 1, Box 586, Cuttingsville , VT 05738 

Catherine Partalis, POBox 6152, Rutland 

Sanborn Partridge, 62 Ormsbee Ave, Proctor, VT 05765 

Linda Pellerin, 79 East St, Rutland 

Hone Petrovich and family, 224 State St, Rutland 

Mark Pettrone, RR 2, Box 484, Averill Park, NY 12018 

Roma and A1 Pulling, RR 3. Box 7269. Rutland 

George Reynolds, 8 Hillcrest Rd , Soringfield, VT 05156 

William Robichaud, POBox 457, Rutland 

Wally Rogers and Delight Gartlein, RR 2, Box 5370, Castleton, VT 05735 

Ellen Russell, 10 Tenney Brook Court, Rutland . _ 

W. C. Scott, RR 3. Box 9869 , Ru t land Oflarilyn Sh eldon, RR 1, Box 2145, West 
’ Phil" Smith, 9-A Capitol Hill, Pair Haven, VT 05743 \ Rutland 

Marjorie Sweeney, RR 3, Box 3303, Pittsford, VT 05763-9401 “ ,05777 

Sue Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave, Rutland 

Robert and *nn Vale, POBox 1565, Castleton, VT 05735 

Larry Walter, 116 Post St., Apt 2, Rutland 

Tim 'Ward, Box 342, Whitehall, NY 12887 

David Watts, POBox 6l, Castleton, VT’ 05735 

Tim Welch, RR 1, Box 803, Pittsford, VT 05763 

Craig Wells, 32 Sheridan St, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

Leonard Wells, l6 Orchard St, Cos Cob, CN 06807 

Gary White, 7 Emeritus Ave, Rutland 7 

Donald Young, POBox 588, Ludlow, VT 05149 

E Kent Yucel and Tams in Knov. PDRmv 62- Ch i t.t.enden . VT 06 737 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, 
and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - 
Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 


NAME: 

Adult 

$18.00 


Family 

$24.00 

ADDRESS: 

Individual (under 18) 

$ 6.00 


Senior (65 & Over) 

$12.00 


Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 

$400.00 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 





I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting mainte- 

nance and preservation of trials and shelters. 


*The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

i. 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 



PERKROB 

MR & MRS ROBERT & THELMA PERKINS 
4812 LEBANON RD 
CHARLOTTE. Nf 28227 


Printed on recycled paper. 
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QUECHEE GORGE 
7 May 1994 
by Roma Pulling 

A day that started cloudy and threatening turned 
into a gorgeous afternoon. Three people met me at 
the park, and we drove to Quechee in two cars, 
parking near the picnic area. 

After eating, we followed a path north along the 
Ottauquechee River as far as the falls. As May 7 was 
Green-up Day, I carried a large plastic bag, and we 
picked up trash as we walked along. By the end of 
the hike we had the bag half full with cigarette butts 
and plastic and paper products including two soiled 
baby diapers. Ray Catozzi filled on and a half 
shopping bags with cans and bottles. 

Near the falls Bob Piper, who is an electrical 
engineer, walked down to the power station and could 
hear dynamos turning. Power generated here used 
to run woollen mills when the area was known as 
Dewey’s Mills. When our inspection was complete, 
we retraced our steps and followed a path under the 
Rt. 4 bridge. In the days of the Woodstock Railroad, 
a railroad bridge crossed the river at this same spot 
from 1875 to 1933. We had seen pictures of the 
original bridge, constructed of wooden trusses 
reinforced with iron rods. It was replaced with a steel 
bridge in 1911. 

The path we were following paralleled the river, 
descending as we followed it in a southerly direction 
until we were on a level with the river itself. Several 
people were sunning themselves on rock outcroppings 
in the river, and we joined them for a picture-taking 
interlude. On our walk we had seen several spring 


wild flowers including lovely white bloodroot and 
round-leaved (yellow) violets. 

We met at the White Cottage Snack Bar in West 
Woodstock for some of their delicious ice cream. 
It was a pleasant way to end a very pleasant outing. 

SOUTHERN WALK THROUGH 
14 May 1994 
by Sue Carey, Leader 

Rob and I were unable to attend this work party, 
but Rob managed to meet people at the fire station, 
distribute tools and send people on their way. From 
the reports that I received all of the southern half of 
our section was done except for two miles south of 
Minerva Hinchey. 

We received some free material from a friend of 
mine who likes to keep her property neat and tidy. 
Her picket fence was starting to show signs of rot 
along the bottom. I picked up the upright pickets that 
she had removed, cut off the bottoms and repainted 
them, and they made dandy arrows for along the Long 
Trail. They were nailed on trees at several problem 
intersections including the spur trail to Minerva 
Hinchey, the Lower Cold River Road and the Three 
Camp Road north of the Upper Cold River Road. 

The only major problem area is between the Cold 
River Roads. The stream is washing away the bank 
leaving a dangerous 40 feet dropoff along the Trail. 
This area has been temporarily rerouted, but a 
permanent reroute cannot be accomplished until 
approval is received from the U.S. Government. 


NORTHERN WALK THROUGH 

5 June 1994 
by Sue Carey 

Normally the northern part of our section is Tim 
Welch’s responsibility, but he had to go to a wedding. 

I didn’t attend the southern walk-through and was 
feeling guilty because I am Southern Trails and 
Shelters Co-Chairman. Jumping at the opportunity 
to redeem myself, I led the charge up Killington. 

Two people started at Route 4 and headed south. 
The rest piled into my Toyota pickup at Killington 
Base Lodge and we drove up the service road. Now 
before we started up the road, the truck was a little 
noisy because of muffler problems. After we started 
up, it definitely became LOUD. We parked the truck 
close to Cooper Lodge and headed down the path. 
Much to our chagrin we discovered that Killington 
has moved its ski trails to include Cooper Lodge. 
There were two huge metal signs warning skiers about 
leaving the ski trail. These signs do not meet ATC 
standards. Don’t you need an Act 250 permit to move 
ski trails? 

The workers headed south along the Trail with 
clippers, chainsaw and paint. Seth and I clipped the 
trail to the top, then we drove down the mountain. 
Trail bikes passed us on the way down. We didn’t 
have to worry about surprising them; by this time the 
truck was so loud that you couldn’t hold a conversation 
inside the truck. We picked up the work party at the 
Three Camps Road in Shrewsbury and returned them 
to Rutland. 


MT. ASCUTNEY MELT 
18 June 1994 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Hot and hazy were the hours 
as we dumb through woody bowers 
on the scenic Brownsville Trail. 
Languidly we dumb the tower 
noting thunderheads did lower. 

Once upon the Weathersfield Trail 
came assaults of rain and hail. 

On we slogged with soggy shoes 
till Crystal Cascade gave us views. 


DEDUCTIBILITY OF DUES 

by Lisa Hughes, Business Manager, GMC 

GMC Headquarters has received several calls 
recently regarding the tax deductibility of dues paid 
to the Green Mountain Club. Dues paid to GMC 
Sections are a little unclear. Headquarters has 
conferred with our auditor about this, and she has 
made the following recommendations. 

For Section members, only the amount of the 
assessment paid by the Section, less the cost of the 
Long Trail News, is deductible. Only contributions 
made to an IRS-determined 501(c)3 organization are 
deductible. The assessment fits this category. 
However, because the Long Trail News is considered 
to be a benefit of membership, it is not deductible. 

In other words, an individual member who pays 
dues to a Section could deduct $9, which is $12 for 
the Section assessment less $3 for the cost of the L77V. 
[Ed. note: Because the Section pays the GMC $18 
for a family membership, those paying a family 
membership presumably can deduct $ 15, which is the 
$18 assessment less the $3 for the LTN. Because the 
GMC has no separate assessments for junior or senior 
members, they can also deduct the $9.] 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 


Herb Ogden, Jr. 
Debbie Dodds 
Larry Dodds 
Sue Thomas 
Irene Hawley 
Lorraine Hawley 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 
Roma Pulling 


Editors 


Illustrator 
Production and 
Distribution 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

SEND COPY BY 1 OCTOBER 1994, PLEASE! 
Articles on WordPerfect 5.0 or 5.1 are especially welcome in 
"newspaper column" format. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 


Trips leave from Main Street Park south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear 
sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates 
steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. 
If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 20 August, 1 p.m. Leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 Joint outing with Audubon Society. 

FIFTH ANNUAL TACONIC MOUNTAINS RAMBLE, Hubbardton. Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, 
mountain peaks with views north, south, east and west, a Japanese garden, and other goodies. Wine and cheese 
on the lawn afterward. 2 to 5 mi. easy to moderate; walkers can leave the group at several different points and 
wait on the lawn for the rest. Bring no lunch. Rain date 21 August; call the leader if in doubt. 

Saturday 20 August - Saturday 27 August. Art Seddon (219) 483-7045, John Howard (410) 730-4489 
GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB INTERSECTIONAL, Camp Plymouth State Park, Echo Lake, Plymouth, off 
Vt. 100. Boating, swimming, hiking, touring, eating, and anything else anyone thinks of. Free access to Coolidge 
State Park showers. Camper vehicles, RVs, and tent trailers should stay at Coolidge State Park, just up the road; 
call (802) 672-3612 to reserve space there. Sorry, no pets! Come enjoy the company of members from all over 
the Green Mt. Club for any time from the full week to part of a day. 

Saturday 27 August, 1 p.m. Walter Churchill Scott 775-1494 

BRIDGEWATER GOLD MINE. See what happened when the ’49ers came home. Bring a flashlight. 

2 mi. easy. Intersectional participants especially welcome! Bring no lunch. 

Saturday 10 September, 9 a.m. Herb Ogden, Jr. home 775-1350; work 775-3368 

MT. MANSFIELD up the Haselton Trail and down the Long Trail south of Smugglers Notch. Climb Vermont’s 
highest peak and see how ski development might affect the historic Haselton Trail. 

4.9 mi., steep. 

Saturday 17 September, 8:15 a.m. Herb Ogden, Jr. home 775-1350; work 775-3368 

MT. OKEMO via new Healdville Trail. Joint hike with Manchester Section of GMC, led by Carol Wright 

of the Manchester Section. 5.8 mi. moderate with two steep sections. 

Saturday 24 September, 9 a.m. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

MT. ABRAHAM up Battell Trail and down Long Trail to Lincoln Gap. 6.7 mi. difficult. 

Saturday 1 October, 7:30 a.m. Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

TONGUE MOUNTAIN, Lake George, N.Y., led by Ruth and Sandy Lamb. 10-13 mi. difficult or 5 mi. moderate; 
some can do one and some the other if they want. Overnight camping available at the Lambs’ ; call Linda Pellerin 
by 20 September to reserve camping space or plan poduck. Rain date 2 October. 

Thursday 6 October, 7:30 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350, and Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING. At Herb Ogden’s house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland (off Lafayette 
St.). Come help us plan the schedule for the next three months or call in your suggestion. For Outing Committee 
members and any others interested. 
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Sunday 9 October, 1 p.m. Roma and Al Pulling 773-6997 

FIRST ANNUAL SENIOR SHUFFLE. Others welcome if you can keep up! 3-4 mi. easy. No lunch. 
Saturday 15 October, time to be set by leaders Geoff and Brenda Brown 824-3673 

STYLES PEAK, Peru, Foliage Hike. Moderately strenuous with spectacular views. Joint hike with Manchester 
Section of GMC, led by Manchester Section members. 

Sunday 23 October, 1 p.m. Bernie Donahue 773-7462 

OLD SHREWSBURY - PLYMOUTH ROAD by Roaring Brook. Visit scenic abandoned neighborhood on 
old roads. 4-5 mi. easy. Bring no lunch. 

Sunday 30 October, 10:30 a.m. Sue Carey 446-2830 

WORK PARTY probably to relocate short piece of trail at landslide between Cold River Roads in Shrewsbury, 
2 mi. easy; possibly also to repair Clarendon Gorge bridge deck. 


Sunday 6 November, 10 a.m. Wally Rogers 468-3210 

GALICK PRESERVE, WEST HAVEN. Scenic Nature Conservancy fields and forest overlooking Lake 
Champlain’s narrow southern end. 3-4 mi. moderate. 

Sunday 13 November, 1 p.m. Roma and Al Pulling 773-6997 

RAMBLE AROUND RUTLAND. Tired of those long rides to reach the trailhead? This is for you! We will 
walk from Main St. Park and visit less-traveled neighborhoods of the city. 3-4 mi. easy. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Sue Carey, President RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 


446-2830 

438-5473 

773-6997 

483-6623 



DEER LEAP LOOKOUT TRAIL RELOCATION 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

The present Deer Leap Trail is shown by the dotted 


line on the map at the left. Although the Killington 
Section does not officially maintain this trail, the GMC 
sometimes consults us about it. As previous Smoke 
& Blazes have reported, the Section’s Board of 
Directors recommended some time ago that the section 
from the Lower Lookout on Little Deer Leap down 
to Sherburne Pass be closed. Erosion had left big 
bare rocks where there was once some vegetation to 
cling to, and the Directors felt the trail had become 
too dangerous to be listed as a normal hiking trail any 
more. The GMC and the U.S. Forest Service finally 
agreed, and this southernmost part of the trail was 
closed. At the same time, there was discussion of 
opening a new part of the trail from Little Deer Leap 
to near Maine Junction, where the Appalachian Trail, 
a side trail to Mt. Katahdin, leaves the LT and heads 
east. I suggested the dashed lines on the map as a 
possible southern loop, and this was scouted. 
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Deer Leap Lookout Trail 
(continued from p. 4) 

On 6 June, Beth LeClair, the District Ranger for 
the U.S. Forest Service’s Rochester District, wrote 
to the GMC suggesting a route from just north of 
Maine Jet. along the ridge of Little Deer Leap to the 
present trail at the top of Little Deer Leap. She also 
recommended closing the present trail north of there 
(as well as keeping the southernmost part closed) 
because it was too steep and wet. This would make 
the only access to Little Deer Leap the new trail from 
near Maine Jet., make Big Deer Leap trail-less, and 
prevent any loop hikes on either of the Deer Leaps. 

I objected to the U.S. Forest Service’s plan, and, 
on 2 July, the GMC wrote this letter to the Forest 
Service’s District Ranger LeClair: 

Dear Beth, 

The Green Mountain Club would like to 
respond to the scoping letter on the Deer Leap and 
Appalachian Trail relocation projects dated June 6, 
1994. The GMC has appreciated the opportunity to 
work with the Rochester District on the ground in 
formulating the two proposals that lie within our 
maintenance responsibility: Deer Leap and the A.T. 
relocation in Bridgewater. GMC would like to be 
more directly involved with the development of the 
scoping documents for Long or Appalachian Trail 
projects in the District such as this one. This enhanced 
level of cooperation will help to clarify specific details. 

Deer Leap Trail Relocation 

The GMC agrees that the current situation at 
Deer Leap is unacceptable for reasons of safety and 
resource protection. The southern approach to the 
ledges has become severely eroded over the years and 
the jumbled boulders present significant hazards to 
hikers. The GMC supports closure of the segment 
of the Deer Leap Trail from Route 4 to the lower 
ledge. Imperative in this effort should be the provision 
of a short, new route to the ledges along with sufficient 
signing that informs hikers of the new route and 
reasons for closure of the old route. The past 
popularity of this area with rock climbers and local 
tourism bureaus dictates that the USFS, GMC and 
Appalachian Trail Conference conduct extensive 
outreach to these groups to alert them of the change 


in routes. 

'Hie proposed relocation of the Deer Leap Trail 
needs some fine tuning. First, the trail should leave 
the Long Trail directly at Maine Junction to 
consolidate signing and resource impact. From this 
point, the trail would need to briefly slab the slope 
to meet up with the proposed route. The proposed 
route should also include a switchback as it ascends 
the old log road toward the top of Little Deer Leap 
Mountain. The GMC would like to work with District 
staff to finalize this route. 

The GMC has not resolved the issue of the 
status and location of the part of the Deer Leap Trail 
north of the proposed relocation. In part, this decision 
should be placed in context of the ultimate location 
of the Appalachian Trail from Route 4 to Route 100. 
The GMC will also need to resolve the issue of 
ongoing maintenance of the current route. The GMC 
proposes that the effort that would be expended on 
closing this part of the Deer Leap Trail could be better 
used toward resolving some of the existing problems, 
for instance, the precipitous route that it follows 
coming off of Little Deer Leap. We acknowledge 
that there are problems with the current route, however 
the GMC does not recommend closing this segment 
at this time. We will continue to work with the USFS 
on this issue. 

[The GMC went on to comment on an 
Appalachian Trail relocation in the Ottauquechee 
Section in Bridgewater.] 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on 
these proposals. We look forward to working with 
the District on these issues in the future. We are 
available should you have further questions or a need 
for further review in the field. 

Sincerely, 

Lars Botzojoms 

Director of Field Programs 

Killington Section members should address their 
comments to a member of the Killington Section Board 
of Directors or direct to Lars Botzojoms, or both. 
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WHY 

-- does the GMC have Sections? 

-- does the GMC also have At-Large 
members? 

-- does a Section pay less to the GMC 
treasury for each member than each At- 
Large member pays? 

-- does each Section member have twice 
the representation on the GMC Board of 
Directors that an At-Large member has? 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

These are some of the issues the GMC’s 
Organizational Review Committee is examining. 
Killington Section Director Wally Rogers and I are 
the two Killington Section members on this committee. 
Here is my personal attempt to answer the above 
questions and provoke some discussion. I don’t 
pretend to speak for the GMC or our Section. If you 
have ideas, let me or Wally know, and write a piece 
for Smoke & Blazes if you feel like it. 

First, I’d better review a few things about dues. 
The GMC Board of Directors sets the dues each GMC 
member pays the GMC Treasurer. It calls At-Large 
members’ dues simply "dues." It calls the money 
a Section sends the GMC Treasurer for each Section 
member the "Section assessment. " Each Section can 
charge whatever dues it wants to, as long as it is able 
to pay this assessment. Some Sections own or lease 
camps used by their members, or pay the GMC for 
services like having the Long Trail Patrol do their 
trail work for them. These Sections tend to charge 
high dues, sometimes totaling over $40 per individual. 
Other Sections do all their own work and have only 
small expenses. They charge even less than the 
Killington Section does. 

Presently, a single At-Large member pays the GMC 
treasury $24; a family At-Large pays $32. For an 
individual member, a Section pays the GMC only $12; 
it pays $18 for a family. This assessment is not all 
the dues a Section member pays. In our Section, for 
example, an individual adult pays $18 to the Section. 
Only $12 of that goes to the GMC Treasurer, so $6 
stays in the Section. That $6 pays for things like the 
newsletter you are now reading and (especially in 
Sections that lack something like our Kirk Trails & 
Shelters Fund) maintenance tools, paint, signs, and 


other things volunteers need to do their work. 

Sections exist primarily to maintain a section of 
the Long Trail and its shelters. Hence the name 
"Section," rather than "Chapter." Most also maintain 
side trails leading to their section of the LT. As far 
as the GMC is concerned, these are a Sections’s key 
functions. If a Section maintains trails or shelters, 
the GMC need not pay the Long Trail Patrol to do 
this work, nor try to find other volunteers to do it, 
nor pay a Field Supervisor to work with them. As 
far as the GMC is concerned, a Section’s secondary 
role is to make the GMC more visible to the public 
by publishing notices of its activities, and to educate 
the public about hiking trails and the GMC. This is 
likely to attract members and donations. The more 
the Sections do this, the less the parent organization 
has to. Sections have at least one more function: to 
let hikers with similar interests enjoy activities together 
through things like outings and potlucks. This third 
function has the least direct benefit to the parent GMC. 

At-Large membership is available for those who 
want to support the GMC and the Long Trail but are 
either unwilling or unable to do any work for the 
GMC. Someone who wants to help the GMC but 
lacks the time or ability to do volunteer work like 
maintaining or blazing a trail, repairing a shelter, 
serving on one of the GMC’s many committees, 
organizing outings, or helping with paperwork --and 
who are neither spouses nor children of active 
volunteers -- should be At-Large members. Former 
volunteers should be allowed to rest on their laurels, 
however: a senior member who used to volunteer 
should not have to become an At-Large member when 
he or she can no longer work to help the GMC. 

Section members pay less to the GMC treasury 
because part of their contribution is the physical or 
mental work I just described, along with what the 
Section itself spends on tools for maintaining trails, 
building materials for shelters, paint for blazing, and 
some shelter and peak caretakers. (For example, the 
Killington Section pays part of the Cooper Lodge 
caretaker’s salary.) How much less do Sections pay? 
As I said before, an individual At-Large member pays 
the GMC treasury $24; a family At-Large pays $32. 
For an individual Section member, a Section pays the 
GMC only $12; it pays $18 for a family. The 
difference is $12 for an individual member and $14 
for a family. This should mean that, on the average 
over the years he or she is a Section member, a 
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Section member gives the GN1C $12 worth of work 
per year. The difference of $14 for a family should 
mean that, on the average over the years while the 
family are Section members, the family gives the GMC 
$14 worth of work per year. 

A different interpretation is that the GMC Treasurer 
simply charges each Section the cost of the Long Trail 
News and insurance, and that this comes to $12 per 
single member and $18 per family -- which is the 
"assessment" each Section pays the GMC Treasurer. 

I do not know whether the above are the real costs, 
however. More importantly, if this is the sole reason 
for the Section assessment, there is no reason to charge 
At-Large members any more. After all, if the lower 
Section assessment does not reflect any work by 
Section volunteers or trail materials bought by 
Sections, why should At-Large dues be any higher 
than the Section assessment per member? 

Ideally (but not practically), I suppose the Section 
assessment should be set by a complex calculation 
based on the whole Sections’s contribution of volunteer 
work and materials. Because the GMC pays a Long 
Trail Patrol member about $4.40 per hour, and 
because LTP members probably work at least as 
efficiently as Section volunteers, I suppose we should 
begin by crediting a Section with no more than $4.40 
for each hour its volunteers spend on trails and shelters 
work. For example, if the Killington Section had five 
people show up for each of four work parties and they 
were either on the way to the worksite or at the 
worksite for six hours each workday, (which may be 
typical for our Section) the Section would be credited 
with 5 x 4 x 6 x $4.40, or $528. 

Next, we credit the Section with a year’s worth 
of trail and shelter maintenance materials. This would 
vary greatly depending on the year’s construction 
projects, so let’s just assume $120 is average. 

Then we credit the Section for the time its members 
spend on overall GMC activities. For our Section, 
since Wally Rogers and I have been almost the only 
ones to attend any GMC Directors or committee 
meetings or other overall club activities for the last 
few years, and since I attend perhaps 15 such meetings 
each year and Wally attends perhaps 8, and since going 
to and attending each meeting takes perhaps an average 
of 6 hours, the Section would be credited with another 
(15 + 8)x6 = 138 hours work. Putting a value on 
it is much harder than putting a value on trail and 
shelter work, however. We might to estimate how 


many hours of paid staff time the GMC would have 
to add if Wally and I did nothing. But most of what 
we do is governance work that it is inappropriate for 
staff to do. The recent Membership Survey showed 
Section members do more of this than At-Large do. 
If no one did it, the GMC would collapse. But how 
can we put a dollar value on it? Maybe we should 
guess what the GMC would have to pay At-Large 
members in the way of mileage and lodging to 
persuade enough of them to take over from the Section 
Directors and committee members to keep the Club 
running. (This assumes, however, that none of the 
section members who presently sit on the Board or 
on committees would become At-Large and continue 
their work.) But let’s say the requisite stipend to 
attract enough At-Large people for this Board and 
committee work were $35 for overnight and 200 miles 
@ 22C per mile, per meeting. That comes to $89 
per meeting, and Wally and I attend perhaps 23 
meetings per year between us. The total would be 
23 x $89, or $2,047. 

The final calculation is also hard: we have to reckon 
the financial consequences to the GMC if the Section 
stopped having outings and publishing a newsletter. 
How many present Section members would simply 
drop their membership and not become At-Large 
members? I have no idea, nor do I think anyone has 
researched this, but assume the number is 40. We 
multiply this by the individual assessment, minus the 
$3 for the Long Trail News the GMC would save by 
not having to send it to the former member. That 
means the GMC would lose assessments of 40 x $9 
= $360. So $360 would be the worth of our outings 
and publicity to the GMC. 

The total is $3,055. Divide by 90, which is about 
the Killington Section’s recent membership. That 
comes to $33.94 per member. If we disregard the 
Board and committee work, the total is only $1008, 
which comes to $11.20 per member. But the 
difference between the Section assessment per 
individual and the At-Large dues is only a little more: 
$12. Therefore, it might appear that the Killington 
Section, at least, is paying an appropriate assessment. 

Section members have twice as many Directors 
as At-Large because they’ve always had more and 
the Board would be too big if they elected Directors 
in the same proportion that Section members do. But 
I think a Section does not need more than one Director 
and an Alternate to represent its views. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, 
and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - 
Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES * 

Adult 

Family 

Individual (under 18) 
Senior (65 & Over) 
Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 


NAME: 


$18. 00 ($9 lax-deductible) 

$24.00 ($is ux-ded.) ADDRESS:_ 

$ 6.00 (lax-dcJucliblc) 

$12. 00 ($9 tax-dcductiblc) 


$400.00 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

' 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ 

nance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting mainte- 


*The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar years basis. 


SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 



t MRS ROBERT J. THELMA PERKINS 


48 1H LEBANON^ RD 




Primed on recycled piper. 
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BIRDSEYE FROM THE EAST 
31 July 1994 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

Eighteen hikers showed up for this one, including 
one all the way from Newport! Maybe we should 
schedule more short hikes up modest mountains on 
Sunday mornings. The crowd was most convivial. 

We parked on the Ira Birdseye Road a few hundred 
feet south of the "trailhead," which was, in turn, not 
far south of the junction of the abandoned road to Ira 
with the longer-abandoned road to Poultney. A short 
walk up the road, past an old woodroad that led west 
uphill, and over a bridge, led us to the "trailhead." 
I put that in quotation marks because this is not really 
a trail, but simply a woodroad apparently frequented 
by hikers and all-terrain vehicles but not formally 
maintained or marked. 

On the way up, the three young boys who were with 
us caught toads and other creatures. The rest of us 
simply caught our breath. There is one particularly 
steep stretch after one crosses a brook. Then there 
is a stretch where the woodroad doe$ double duty as 
a small brook. There are few obvious junctions. 
Fairly far down, one bears right where a less-used 
woodroad angles up toward the great south cliff; and 
one does not take a less-used woodroad that angled 
down to the right. Eventually, one comes to a T. 
The right bar leads to a good eastern lookout. The 
left leads into a col that runs north-south and then 
trends around to the right. It is still faintly marked 
with Keeywaydin Camps’ pinkish blazes. This leads 
through pretty hardwoods to an east-west col where 
the trail from the old ski area enters from the west. 
From here, the ATVs go straight up to the north 


lookout. A faint hiking trail, blazed pink, angles up 
more gently to the right and leads to an eastern lookout 
over the whole Coolidge Range and Blue Ridge, as 
well as West Rutland and Rutland. From there, an 
even fainter path leads to the north lookout and hang- 
glider takeoff ramp, where we had lunch and enjoyed 
the view of Lake Bomoseen. A few of us also 
followed the faint trail to the west lookout for a view 
of the top of the mountain. The old Keewaydin trail 
toward the real summit is gone, however. 

This pleasant hike took only a little more than two 
hours, counting stops for lunch, views, and a few 
blueberries. It is nicer than the route up from the 
old ski area. Everyone seemed to enjoy it. 

CAMEL’S HUMP 
6 August 1994 
by Roma Pulling 

If Alfred and I could have planned the weather 
ourselves, conditions on the day of our hike wouldn’t 
have been more perfect. We had sunshine, low 
humidity and cool temperatures. One hiker even wore 
gloves while sitting on the summit. 

We had met eight other hikers at the park and 
another at the trailhead in Huntington Center. After 
a rest stop in Bristol on the way, we were ready to 
hit the trail at 10 a.m. Our plan was to climb to the 
summit via the Burrows Trail and Long Trail, a total 
round trip distance of 5.8 miles, but this wasn’t enough 
of a challenge for three of the fellows. They decided 
to ascend the Forest City Trail to Montclair Glen 
Lodge, climb to the summit using the Long Trail up 
the nearly perpendicular south face of the mountain 






and descend via the Burrows Trail. They were still 
.7 mile from their van, which means they hiked a total 
of 7.7 miles. 

The Burrows Trail is a strenuous climb but 
apparently this doesn’t discourage many people. The 
parking lot was full and cars were parked on both sides 
of the road for at least a quarter of a mile. When 
we returned to our cars about 3:30 p.m., hikers were 
still starting up the mountain, many with dogs and 
small children. I wondered if they knew what they 
were undertaking. 

The 360 degree view from the top of Camel’s Hump 
is unbeatable on a clear day. This mountain is 4083 
feet high and ties with Mount Ellen as the third highest 
in Vermont. We lingered after eating our lunch, 
expecting the three men to join us there. But several 
hikers had plans for later that day, and we had to get 
back. A call the next day confirmed that the men 
had arrived home about half an hour later than we 
did and that they also had a good hike. 


HIKING TO OLD CEMETERIES 
6 August 1994 
by Roma Pulling 

Hidden in the woods in many parts of Vermont are 
cemeteries reached by what are now abandoned roads. 
As members of the Vermont Old Cemetery 
Association, Alfred and I have often been inspired 
to search out an old burial ground hidden among the 
trees. 

Our first venture was in search of the Kellogg-Bassett 
Cemetery , which is a mile from any presently travelled 
road in the town of Bridgewater. It was badly 
overgrown with sizable trees and brush. The grave 
of Reuben Palmer interested me because there are 
Palmers in my family tree, but I haven’t been able 
to make a connection. No one had been buried there 
since 1865. 

Of the four cemeteries in Mt. Tabor, three are not 
on travelled roads. Two were relatively easy to locate, 
but the Greeley Cemetery was a real challenge. We 
knew it was in the Big Branch area, but in spite of 
much criss-crossing of the woods, it eluded us. 
Eventually Ira Hawley led us to it. We had been in 
the right spot and had passed within a short distance 
of it, but it was hidden by trees and a stone wall. 
There are three burials, the latest being in 1861. The 


Greeleys owned a sawmill near Big Branch which later 
passed to Silas Griffith. 

Also in Mt. Tabor, the Baker Cemetery - in the 
woods east of Rt. 7 - is visited by relatives regularly, 
and the Burton Cemetery , off Forest Road ti 10 near 
Devil’s Den, is maintained by the VFW. 

While we were surveying cemeteries in Shrewsbury 
for VOCA, we were directed to the Bullard Cemetery . 
Following instructions given us by Churchill Scott, 
we located it in the woods between Rt. 103 and the 
Lottery Road. It is in remarkably good condition with 
an iron fence still surrounding the graves of Mr. 
Bullard and his wife, who were buried in 1831 and 
1855. While we were bushwhacking in search of the 
two burials, we saw another couple out in search of 
old bottles. It turned out to be Alfred’s sister and 
her husband! It’s a small world. 

The Killington Section has hiked to the Hawk Hill 
Cemetery in Brandon on two occasions. This can 
be reached by following a logging road through the 
woods back of Otter Valley Union High School. Some 
of the very first settlers of Brandon are buried there, 
including David June and his wife, Prudence, and her 
parents, John and Sarah Ambler. John’s was the first 
burial in town in 1776. 

If we decide to continue our search for abandoned 
cemeteries, we should be busy for a while because 
we have the whole state of Vermont through which 
to explore. 

WILBUR (WES) F. WESTON MOVES 
25 July 1994 
by Bill Weston 

My dad has recently moved to a rest home which 
is better equipped to monitor his health and cater to 
his needs. Although he has been less able to write 
letters and communicate with relatives and friends, 
he would welcome mail from you. His address is: 
The Brian Center 
Room 106 
2300 Dairy Road 
Clayton NC 27250 
Phone: 919-553-8232 

1 hope that you have the opportunity to drop him 
a note sometime, or if in this vicinity, stop by for a 
visit. If you wish to contact me, my phone number 
is 9 1 9-553-0378 at home and 919-5 15-4420 at work. 
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ADDITIONS TO MEMBERSHIP LIST 
October 1994 
by Roma Pulling 


Charles R. Edgar 
HCR 65, Box 8 
Killington VT 05751 


Our apologies to the following members whose Sylvia Wilson 
names were inadvertently left of the membership list P.O. Box 693 
as printed in the April SMOKE AND BLAZES: West Rutland VT 05777 


Robert & Thelma Perkins 

4812 Lebanon Rd., Charlotte NC 28227 

Joan Sibley 
RFD Box 132 
Cuttingsville VT 05738 

David P. Wright 
P.O. Box 1001 

Middletown Springs VT 05757 

Two renewals were received after our list was drawn 
up: 

Charlotte S. Schwartz 
P.O. Box 33 
Wallingford VT 05773 

And we welcome the following new members: 

Charlene H. Peterson 

49 Pine ST. 

Proctor VT 05765 

Mary Ellen LeBlanc 
Box 553 

E. Wallingford VT 05742 

Robert, Jane, & Julia Crosby 
30 S. Main St. 

Wallingford VT 05773 

Ida Mae Johnson 

50 York St. 

Poultney VT 05764 

Regina & Rick Coyne 
107 Hollow Road 
Levittown PA 19056 


Janine F. Small 
RR 1 Box 3404 
Rutland VT 05701 

Steve Hillier 
P.O. Box 299 

Stockbridge VT 05772-0229 

Kristine Hitchcock 
1329 Furnace Road 
Pittsford VT 05763 


MANSFIELD-ON-THE-WINOOSKI 
10 September 1994 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

Sue Thomas and I were surprised to Find ourselves 
the only people who showed up at the park on a sunny 
morning. We w r ere less surprised when the view north 
from Duxbury to the Worcester Range and Mt. 
Mansfield ended in thick clouds at a fairly low 
elevation. By the time we reached the trailhead of 
the Haselton Trail, which was our chosen way to 
ascend Mt. Mansfield, we chose not to ascend. By 
then, the thick and very damp-looking clouds were 
only a few hundred feet above us. 

Along with a former Killington Section member 
who had joined us, we headed south to the stretch 
of the LT between the West Bolton Road and 
Jonesville. I liked this because I finished my End-to- 
End in 1964, before the LT was moved west to go 
through Jonesville, and had never hiked this stretch. 

Though this part of the LT is not high, it is pretty. 
We lunched at a beautiful little pond and enjoyed views 
south (where we could still see a little sun) from 
various rocky knobs. We found descending the knobs 
a little tricky in light rain, but felt much more dry 
and comfortable when we thought about where we 
were supposed to be, way up in those wet and windy 
clouds. Discretion was the better part of valor. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 


Trips leave from Main Street Park south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear 
sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates 
steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. 
If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 19 November, 5:30 p.m. at Econolodge. Contact: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 

FALL POTLUCK at Econolodge-Pico, Route 4, Mendon. Please bring your own utensils; beverages supplied. 

Supper followed by slide program by Ray Catozzi on the outdoors in Switzerland. 

Saturday 17 December, 4 p.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 
CASTLETON RAIL TRAIL MOONLIGHT RAMBLE on the former Rutland & Washington (later Delaware 
& Hudson) Railroad south from Castleton State College toward Poultney. 2-3 Mi. easy. Perfect for skiing if 
there’s snow; snowshoers and just plain hikers welcome also. We’re leaving Rutland early because the moon 
is full at 4:10 p.m. 

Thursday 5 January, 7:30 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350, and Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING at Herb Ogden’s house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland (off Lafayette 
St., which is two blocks east of Main St. south of Woodstock Ave.) Come help plan schedule for next three 
months or call in your suggestions. For Outing Committee members and all others interested. 

Sunday 8 January, 1 p.m. Leader: Walter Churchill Scott 775-1494 

GLEN DAM, RUTLAND TOWN. 2 mi. easy hike to scenic stream, followed by hot drinks and snacks. 

Saturday 14 January, 10 a.m. Leader: Roma Pulling 773-6997 
MYSTERY SNOWSIIOE HIKE. 3 mi. moderate. 

Saturday 21 January, 9 a.m. Leader: Larry Dodds 438-5473 

GRANDPA’S KNOB, CASTLETON. Walk up broad path to panoramic view at site of Vermont’s first big 
windpower installation. 4 mi. moderate to difficult depending on snow cover. 

Sunday 29 January, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

EAST POULTNEY TO BIRDSEYE ski or snowshoe on old town road past the south cliff of Birdseye. 4 mi. 
moderate to easy. 

Sunday 5 February, 1 p.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 
SKI OR SNOWSHOE IN MENDON, 4 mi. moderate. 

Sunday 12 February, 12:30 p.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 
MYSTERY CROSS COUNTRY EXCURSION, 4 mi. moderate. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Sue Carey, President RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 


446-2830 

438-5473 

773-6997 

483-6623 
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EDITOR’S LETTER TO ANOTHER EDITOR 


Sylvia Plumb, Editor 
Long Trail News 
Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

RR 1, Box 650 

Waterbury Center VT 05677 
Dear Editor: 

At their meeting on 24 September, the Directors began to move in a direction that would change a unique 
feature of the GMC. By a straw vote of about 2 to 1 , they agreed that the Organizational Review Committee 
should draft a By-Law change that would require uniform dues for every GMC membership category. This means 
that an individual membership in a Section would cost the same as an individual membership At-Large, for example. 
It also means that a Section could no longer set its own dues according to its own needs. There might be an 
exception for a Section which wanted to charge higher dues than At-Large, if the Section set up a dues collection 
system that duplicated the system Headquarters would use. 

Presently, most Sections charge lower dues than At-Large members have to pay. They can do this because, 
for example, they must send only about S 13 or S 14 ("assessment" plus insurance contribution) to Headquarters 
for every individual member. In contrast, individual At-Large members pay $24. The historical reason for the 
dues break for Section members is that, taken together, Section members make up for paying less dues by doing 
more volunteer work than members At-Large. In fact, no one expects members At-Large to do anything but 
pay dues, though some do volunteer and their efforts are appreciated. Some of these At-Large volunteers are 
doubtless members who have joined since the Club changed its policy and made people who joined through 
Headquarters members At-Large unless they specifically asked to join a Section. Their work would certainly 
entitle them to membership in the Section responsible for their area of the trail. 

Granted, the present system is not perfect. Perhaps some Sections no longer contribute enough volunteer work 
to justify the Section members’ dues break. But the GMC should encourage and enable them to work harder, 
not simply give up on them. Doubtless, some people belong to Sections and never do any volunteer work for 
the GMC although they have the ability. This is no great evil as long as the Section as a whole makes up for 
its lower dues payment through volunteer work, however. 

"If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it" applies here. This is the only instance where the Organizational Review Committee 
recommended a change despite overwhelming opposition from GMC members. As reported in your Fall 1994 
issue, p. 10, the scientifically conducted 1994 membership survey said about 70% of members favored allowing 
Sections to charge different dues from each other. Just as important was the unpublished finding that about 70% 
of members favored allowing Sections to charge their members different dues than At-Large members pay. 

The Directors need members’ input on this issue before their January meeting. I hope that, elsewhere in this 
issue, a full list of the Directors and their addresses and phone numbers will appear. Of course, I also hope 
that members will tell their Directors not to take an action which ignores Section members’ volunteer efforts 
and threatens to destroy a unique and valuable feature of the Club. 

Sincerely yours, 

Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 
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DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH OLD 
ISSUES OF SMOKE & BLAZES ' ? 

Don’t just throw them out. Leave them in a waiting 
room where non-members can see them. Maybe 
they’ll like what they see and join up. 

INTERESTED IN CMC ORGANIZATIONAL 
REVIEW? 

The next committee meeting is at the Waterbury 
Center office at 5 p.m. on Tuesday 29 November. 
For rides, call Herb Ogden at 775-1350 or Wally 
Rogers at 468-3210. 


Smoke & Blazes Staff 

Herb Ogden, Jr. Editors 
Larry Dodds 

Sue Thomas Illustrator 

Irene Hawley Production and 

Lorraine Hawley Distribution 

Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

Articles on WordPerfect 5.0 or 5. 1 are especially wel- 
come in "newspaper column" format. 

SEND COPY BY 5 JANUARY 1995 PLEASE! 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of Section 
hikes but also letters to the editor and reports of your 
own unusual excursions. Also, if you have led a hike 
not described in any guidebook, please include in your 
article directions on how to get there so that others 
may enjoy the spot, unless the landowner would object 
to the publicity. 


HOWTO REACH THESITEOFTHE ANNUAL 
TACONIC RAMBLE 

Kit Davidson, who generously hosts the Annual 
Taconic Ramble at his unique property in Hubbardton, 
encourages visitors who appreciate and respect the 
landscape and his embellishments of it. If you missed 
the Ramble or would like to go back and enjoy the 
woods, waterfalls, and Japanese Garden, the map on 
the next page should help. For detailed trail 
information, please call Kit at 273-2982. 


live ^{tllifigpon Sect toix 
wishes to thank, ilae DaVidsons 
for sharing tkeir vtery 


Special place vOith 
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Approx 0.3 mile ftom paved 
road, take lef-^xurn (first 
possible left Von private 
drive. Very/ easy to miss. 
(If you pass a building on 
the left, /you've missed It. 


DAVIDSON 

HTJBBARDTON TOWNSHIP, VT 

( 802 ) 273 - 2982 

New York - about 230 miles 
Rutland - about 18 miles 



East 

Hubbard ton 
Road (not 
Identified 
by sign) 

(C7 


to Rutland 


Take exit 5 and 
follow signs for 
Hubbard ton. 

Take mileage 
reading here 


Take NY State Thruway to 
exit 24, then Northway 
(Interstate 87) to exit 
20 and get on NY 149 


Take US 4 West (or US Euslness 
4 West and join US 4 later). 
Exit 5 (Castleton), follow sign 
for Hubbardton Battlefield. 

Take mileage reading here. 



KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, 
and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - 
Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES * 

Adult 

Family 

Individual (under 18) 
Senior (65 & Over) 
Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 


NAME: 

$ 1 8 . 00 ($9 Lax deductible) 

$24.00 <sisux-dtd.) ADDRESS: 

$ 6.00 (lax-deductible) 

$12. 00 ($9 lax-deductible) 


$400.00 TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting mainte- 

nance and preservation of trials and shelters. 


*The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 


JA 




SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 



MR L MRS ROBERT L THELMA PERKINS 
48 IS LEBANON RD 
CHARLOTTE, NC 28887 


Prinled on recycled paper. 
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RUTLAND RAMBLE 
November 13, 1994 
by Roma Pulling 

Sharon, Wallace, Victor and Sargent. Sounds like 
a new accounting firm? No! These are the names 
of streets we followed on our way to Combination 
Pond and back to our starting point at the park. As 
we promised, we abandoned our cars and proceeded 
entirely on foot. "We" included nine Killington 
Section members who turned out for this slightly 
different ‘deer season special." 

The weather was ideal -- mostly sunny and mild. 
Besides walking to the pond, we explored Healy Lane, 
with an unfamiliar view of the new high school, and 
sauntered along Ridgewood Lane east of the pond and 
at a higher elevation. 

At the pond we took a gorp and lemonade break. 
On our return trip we took another route and delivered 
Bemie to his front door before returning to our cars. 

This was a variation on our usual hikes, providing 
a diversion to tide us over until hunting was finished 
and we could return to the woods. 


GALICK PRESERVE, WEST HAVEN 
6 November 1994 
by Wally Rogers 

Six of us met in Rutland and Kitty joined the group 
at the Fair Haven Grand Union. We then drove west 
on Route 4 turning past the country club the next left, 


right and left to reach the Poultney River at the South 
end of Lake Champlain. This area has the water level 
controlled by the lake level, though it’s narrow and 
quiet as a river. The head of navigation is up river 
about 15 miles at Carver’s Falls. This region of the 
lower Poultney River has been designated an 
outstanding resource water. We drove along Galick 
Road and parked at the Nature Conservancy parking 
lot. Just north and above the parking lot is an old 
cemetery with 20 or so stones in various reposes. 
Voca could spend some time and money here. 

The trail leads east along the top of the cliffs and 
then north skirting the meadows to a branch point. 
We went northwest past the old bam and soon it began 
to rain. Three people turned back and the rest went 
on to the Stewart homestead site for lunch, high above 
the narrow lake and a view to the south of South Bay. 
The rain had stopped and the afternoon was warm 
and overcast. While we were looking for a northern 
route to the base of Bald Mountain, the rain began 
again and a shorter route back carried us along the 
base to the slopes below the raven and peregrine 
nesting area. This area is also the den site for timber 
rattlesnakes, but the November date reassured us that 
they would be tucked in for the winter. 

The woods road we followed here is a good ski 
or snowshoe trail. After reaching the branch point 
we retraced our route to the cars. Bill Kuehn and 
other West Haven friends were also out hiking that 
day and we saw them in the parking lot. We spent 
about 3.5 hours and walked 4 miles using time to 
discuss the history of the site and the Conservancy 
plans for the preserve. 



FIRST SENIOR SHUFFLE 
October 9, 1994 
by Roma Pulling 

We forgot again that a hike scheduled for the second 
week end in October would conflict with Art in the 
Park. Parking space near our usual meeting place 
by the fire station was nearly non-existent, but six 
people joined us there. The weather was ideal — 
sunny and warm. 

I had been intentionally vague about the destination 
for our hike, not wanting to stray far from Rutland 
because of time restraints when doing an afternoon 
hike but hoping to pick a place we had not visited 
recently. Clarendon Shelter seemed to be such a 
place. Killington Section members have over the years 
built, remodeled, repaired, and cleaned the shelter, 
but three of our hikers had never been there. In 
compliance with our promise to lead an easy hike, 
we used the old trail following an abandoned town 
road. 

Along the road we paused at a marker identifying 
the route of the Crown Point Road, and Churchill Scott 
told us some of the history of the road, which was 
built in 1759 to accommodate men hauling supplies 
from Fort No. 4 in Charlestown, New Hampshire, 
to the fort at Ciown Puini in New York. It is said 
to be the first road in what is now Vermont. Churchill 
also showed us a cellar hole at the home site of the 
Bullard family. John Bullard and his wife are buried 
off an abandoned road between Route 103 and the 
Lottery Road. 

On arrival at the shelter, we had a snack of cookies 
and lemonade and chose our afternoon’s activities. 
Our two youngest hikers decided to climb Beacon Hill 
for the view, two relaxed at the shelter -- with the 
lemonade and cookies! -- and the other four hiked 
past the shelter until the old road intersected the Long 
Trail relocation, which we followed south for a short 
distance. 

If there is an interest in this sort of easy, half-day 
hike, we will repeat it next year to a different 
destination. But NOT during Art in the Park! 


SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS NOW 

FOR YOU, UNLESS YOU PAY YOUR 
DUES TO THE TREASURER! 


CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP LIST 
February 1995 
by Roma Pulling 

1994 renewal received: 

Doug and Marta Thome 
RR1, Box 2251, Killington 

New members: 

Chuck and Charlene McGill 
25b North St., Essex Jet. 

Sam Emmons & Evan Kurrasch 
8 Melrose Ave., Rutland 

Sharon Felix-Chandler 
Box 185, West Rutland 

David R. Chamock 
RR1 Box 3707, Rutland 

We operate on a calendar year, and renewals are 
now due to the treasurer, Roma E. Pulling, RFD 3, 
Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05601. 


CRAFTSBURY SKI CENTER OUTING 
by Bonnie Potter, American Lung Association of 
Vermont Tel. 1-800-LUNG-USA 

On March 4 and 5, 1995 there will be a WINTER 
TREK WEEKEND to benefit the American Lung 
Association of Vermont. The outing will include 
meals, lodging, and free skiing. Call for details at 
the above listed number or 802-863-6817. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 




Trips leave from Main Street Park south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear 
sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates 
steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. 
If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Non-members are welcome! 


Sunday 26 February, 1 p.m. Leader: Bemie Donahue 773-7462 

BEYOND BELLEVUE Avenue, Rutland, to explore some countryside just minutes away from our meeting place. 
Bring snowshoes if snow depth warrants them. About 2 mi., easy. Bring a snack but no lunch. 

Saturday 4 March, 10 a.m. Leaders: Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 

TAMARACK NOTCH ROAD WALK, including hiking or snowshoeing depending on what’s on the ground. 
Trip may include Wilkins Cemetery and other historic places. 4 mi. moderate. 

Saturday 11 March, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. work 775-3368, home 775-1350 
SOUTH OF BRANDON GAP on Long Trail. To Sunrise Shelter is 1.8 mi. easy to moderate (depending on 
snow) round trip; to the Chittenden Brook Trail is 4.6 mi. moderate round trip; and to Farr Peak is 7.4 mi. difficult 
round trip, so there is something for all abilities. If snow permits. Long Trail can be skied at least as far as 
Chittenden Brook Trail junction. Snowshoers welcome also! 

Saturday 18 March, 10 a.m. Leader: Larry Dodds 438-5473 

MYSTERY HIKE. 4 mi. moderate. Check with Leader about snowshoes or skis. 

Sunday 26 March. 10 a.m Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

CAVENDISH GORGE of the Black River. Roaring water and historic site. 1-2 mi. moderate. 

Saturday 1 April, 1:11 p.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. work 775-3368, home 775-1350 
JARVIS SNODGRASS MEMORIAL EXCURSION partly on the Long Trail in Shrewsbury, partly on old 
roads. Places visited will include historic cellarholes, an old millrace, and a sanitary gazebo. Lecture on Snodgrass 
is optional. 4 mi. moderate. 

I 

Thursday 6 April, 7:30 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350, and Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING at Bemie Donahue’s house, 50 Edgerton St., Rutland (between East 
St. and Lafayette St., which are one and two blocks east of Main St. and south of Woodstock Ave.) Come help 
plan schedule for next three months or call in your suggestions. For Outing Committee members and all others 
interested. 

Saturday 8 April, 5:30 p.m. at Econolodge, Route US 4 in Mendon. Contact: Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
SECTION ANNUAL MEETING around 6:30 p.m., preceded by potluck at 5:30 p.m. Meeting topics will 
include a dues increase on account of overall GMC dues increase, relation of Section dues to At-Large dues, 
how many people should be on the GMC Board of Directors and how they should be chosen, whether the Section 
should fund a Coolidge Range or Cooper Lodge caretaker, and election of Section directors. Only paid-up members 
can vote. 


Sunday 24 April, 10 a.m. Leader: Walter Churchill Scott 775-1494 

TAMARACK NOTCH former Girl Scout Camp Area, Quirk Bridge to Brown Bridge, 3 mi. easy. 
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Saturday 6 May, 9 a.m. Leader: Rob Carey 446-2830 

SOUTHERN WALK-THROUGH, covering the Long Trail from Wallingford Gulf (Vt. 140) to around Governor 
Clement Shelter, north of the Upper Cold River Road in Shrewsbury. Something for everyone: prune brush, 
whack weeds, clean out waterbars, paint blazes, saw blowdowns, or just come along for a short Spring hike. 
We’ll probably divide into parties of two to five people. Tools provided. 

Sunday 7 May, 1 p.m. Leader: Rick Pingree 773-8767 

EAST MOUNTAIN BUSHWHACK to outlook over Rutland. 3 mi. , moderate terrain but mostly not on a trail. 
This is an after-lunch hike but there will be a snack stop. 

Sunday 14 May, 1 p.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

WDLDFLOWER WALK at lower elevations. No more than 4 mi., moderate to easy. 

For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Sue Carey, President RR 1, Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 


446-2830 

438-5473 

773-6997 

483-6623 


NOVEMBER POTLUCK SUPPER 
November 19, 1994 
by Linda Pellerin 

It was another great meal!! A special thanks to 
Jean Davies fui uie beautiful slide shuw. Fliil Smith 
mentioned what a good speaker Jean is. I of course, 
knew why. Jean is one of the best speakers that the 



Toastmasters has! Thanks again to the Econolodge 
for use of their comfortable facilities. I am looking 
forward to the Annual Meeting just for the potluck 
supper!. We certainly have some great cooks in the 
Killington Section of the GMC. 


BIRDSEYE REPORT - LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 

by Jean Davies 
November 25, 1994 

I was interested in your Birdseye report in the 
Smoke & Blazes of October 1994 in that you mentioned 
the Keewaydin Camp blazes [on Birdseye]. I never 
realized that they had done any trail work up there. 
I know that in 1980 George Pearlstein worked with 
me at Camp Betsey Cox to mark out a trail and help 
our campers, those from Camp Catherine Capers and 
from Camp Sangamon to cut the trail. Soon after it 
was done, the snowmobilers "improved" it to their 
own needs. Perhaps Keewaydin worked with the 
above three camps. They certainly helped us a lot 
on the Ice Cave Trail. But I hadn’t remembered that 
they worked with George Pearlstein and us on 
Birdseye. Not a momentous question ... just 
interested. 
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Smoke & Blazes Staff 

Herb Ogden, Jr. Editors 
Larry Dodds 

Sue Thomas Illustrator 

Irene Hawley Production and 

Lorraine Hawley Distribution 
Virginia Scott 
W. Churchill Scott 
Ray Catozzi 


Please send material to the Editor at 

Harlow Liccardi & Crawford, P.C. 

92 Center St., Rutland VT 05701 

Articles on WordPerfect 5.0 or 5.1 are especially welcome in 
'newspaper column' format. 

SEND COPY BY 8 APRIL, PLEASE! 


Smoke & Blazes welcomes not only reports of Section 
hikes but also letters to the editor and reports of your 
own unusual excursions. Also, if you have led a hike 
not described in any guidebook, please include in your 
article directions on how to get there so that others 
may enjoy the spot, unless the landowner would object 
to the publicity. 


EDITOR’S GOODBYE 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

As the Killington Section’s Directors know, this 
is my last issue of Smoke & Blazes. I took over the 
editorship at some point in the 1980s which is lost 
to memory. Back then, I could handle the job in my 
spare time. Now, between commitments to my family, 
the demands of partnership in a trial law practice, 
and the meetings and paperwork required of me as 
Secretary of the Green Mountain Club, I just do not 
have the time to do the editor’s job right. I used to 
have someone hound hike leaders for articles and felt 
disappointed if we did not have an account of every 
excursion. Now I am almost glad that most hike 
leaders forget to send in articles, because I am not 
sure I would have the time to edit them despite Larry 
Dodds’ generous help with the word processor. 


Many people have helped make Smoke & Blazes 
one of the best Section newsletters. Before Larry 
Dodds helped with the word processing, former 
Section President Phil Johnson did. Sue Thomas, who 
has been Illustrator longer than I have been Editor, 
has not only graced our pages with fine art but also 
helped take copy to the printer. Roma Pulling has 
called the production crew to get the newsletter ready 
for mailing, and, when I have been unavailable, she 
has taken over the production altogether. Irene and 
Lorraine Hawley, Virginia and Churchill Scott, and 
Ray Catozzi have collated the newsletter, addressed 
it, and stamped it, and Churchill Scott has taken it 
to the post office. Others have helped from time to 
time, also. I thank you all and hope you will help 
the new Editor as well and as often as you have helped 
me. 

Finally, a word to the hike leaders: many thanks 
to those of you who have faithfully documented your 
outings, especially Roma Pulling and Rob and Sue 
Carey. Your reports are the envy of a number of 
other Sections as well as being an important historical 
record of the Section’s doings. 


JANUARY GREEN MT. CLUB DIRECTORS 

MEETING 

by Herb Ogden, Jr., G.M.C. Secretary 

This meeting approved many amendments to the 
GMC By-Laws. The Organizational Review 
Committee had thought most of them were not 
controversial, but even some of the supposedly 
noncontroversial ones generated much discussion. 
They generally reflected changes and growth in the 
GMC, eliminated the U.S. Forest Service and Vt. 
Dept, of Forest, Parks & Recreation representatives 
as voting Directors, strengthened the Nominating 
Committee, and simplified the committee structure. 

The really controversial proposals were to change 
the way Directors are elected, change the size of the 
Board, have the Board tell the Sections what dues they 
could charge, and make each Section member pay 
the same dues to the overall GMC that each At-Large 
member does. Please attend the Annual Meeting on 
Saturday, 3 June (probably in Bennington); the 
controversial proposals will come up for a vote by 
the membership then. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, 
and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - 
Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


miES* 

Adult 

Family 

Individual (under 18 ) 
Senior (65 & Over) 
Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 


NAME: 


S 1 8 . 00 ($9 lax-deductible) 

$24.00 (Sis ux-ded ) ADDRESS: 

$ 6.00 (tax-deductible) 

$12. 00 (S9 Uu -deductible) 


$400.00 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ 


nance and preservation of trials and shelters. 

*The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 


to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting mainte- 

Cp 




MR & MRS ROBERT i, THELMA PERKINS 
4812 LEBANON RD 
CHARLOTTE . NC 28227 


Printed on recycled paper. 
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"Snow Shoe" Hike January 14, 1995 
by Roma Pulling 

When we schedule hikes three months in advance, 
some strange things happen. And that's why on the 
day of our snow shoe hike the temperature was 54° 
and there was mud underfoot But as usual we 
made the most of it and our group of eight people 
enjoyed a walk in the woods. 

It could almost be said that Alfred and I led two 
hikes the same day. At 10 am we met the hikers 
who relied on the information on our hike schedule, 
and at 1 PM we were back at the perk to meet a 
hiker who got her information from the announce- 
ment in ihc Herald. 

A few yean ago we discovered how much fun it 
was to walk or show shoe through the woods from 
our son's house on the East Pittsford Road to our 
daughter and son-in-law’s house on Blueberry Lane. 
So for Hike #1 we drove to Cynthia and Randy's, 
perked a truck and continued on to Steve's. Parking 
in his yard, we walked across the dam that holds 
back the water in his pond and proceeded by log- 
ging roads, an occasional short bushwack and a trip 
across an open field to Cynthia and Randy's, where 
we were invited inside to sit in front of the fire- 
place. Alter eating lunch there, we left three hikers 
lounging in front of the fire while we made our way 
back to the park for the second installment of our 
hike. 

With one more hiker in tow we returned to Blue- 
berry Lane, and six of us walked back to Steve's for 
the contusion of Hike HI. 


We want to thank Steve Pulling for allowing us to 
park on his prope r ty and start our hike there and 
also to thank the Robertses for letting us walk on 
their land and enjoy the comfort of their living 
room. Thank you, Randy, for ferrying us to the 
park and back after lunch. The leaders had a great 
time. 


Klllington Section Annual Meeting April 8, 
1995 minutes by Jean Davies Secretary 

After the Potluck supper. President Sue Carey 
opened the business meeting. She introduced out 
visitor, Lars Botozojourns, the GMC Director of 
Field Programs. 

The Secretary's report of the Sept 8, 1994 Board 
Meeting was approved as read. 

The Treasurer's written report was handed out A 
copy is attached. Wally Rogers pointed out that 
although our income from dues were lower, we still 
were within our budget Herb Ogden observed that 
the GMC thinks we only paid $78 for shelter insur- 
ance, but it is actually $138.15. We currently have 
30 adult members, 15 family members, 20 seniors, 
and 4 life members. 

Trails A Shelters Committee report was given by 
Rob Carey. He commented that they were still 
there. There were some minor repairs. The wash- 
out between the Cold River Roads still needs a 
minor re-route. Approvals are still pending 

Smoke A Blazes report was given by Herb Ogden. 
He is retiring as editor. The Carey's will take over 
as editor. Larry Dodds will continue to help with 
typing and Sue Thomas with artwork. Roma Pull 
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ing was good about getting her hike reports in on 
time. Not all hike leaders got theirs written up. 
Perhaps an official "hounder" is needed. 

Outings Committee report by Herb Ogden. Bemie 
Donahue observed that fewer folks were turning out 
for hikes and meetings. Delight suggested more 
interesting descriptions of upcoming hikes be in- 
cluded in Smoke & Blazes. Herb moved that the 
Outings Schedule be adjusted so that they can make 
the hike schedule printout of the Long Trail News. 
Seconded by Delight and passed. The popularity of 
Mystery Hikes was questioned. Sugar on snow 
parties have been losing money recently. [There 
was none held this year, and several members re- 
marked that they missed it It was also suggested 
that an outdoor location would be desirable. Unfor- 
tunately Doc Howard's sugarhouse is no longer 
available! - Editor] 

GMC Directors report by Wally Rogers. Members 
are urged to attend the GMC Annual Meeting in 
Bennington, June 3, 1995. Many important items 
will be voted on. Other items of recent GMC Board 
Meetings: Headquarters planning mating to the 
various bams and buildings at the Waterbury site. 
The Pioneer Valley Section ran out of members and 
voted itself out of existence, which was confirmed 
by the Board. The total GMC budget is about 
$700,000 which is up about 16% from last year. 
There are two new part-time employees, bringing 
the year-round total up to 8 employees. There is a 
proposed dues increase and section assessment 
increase of $3 to take effect on 1/1/97. The Long 
Trail System National Scenic Trail Act of 1995 is 
being written to present to Senators Jeffords & 
Leahy. Eminent Domain can be used on the Long 
Trail itself in cases of necessity, but not on side 
trails. 

Uniform Dues. The idea is that At-large and Sec- 
tion dues would be the same, and all dues would go 
into the main club which would refund 20% to the 
individual sections. Dues for all would go up. Herb 
and Wall*/ were against uniform dues, feeling that 
they wo ul 1 weaken the Sections. 


GMC Membership List The number of at-large 
members are increasing while those in the Sections 
are decreasing. Sue Carey has the list of Rutland 
area GMC members who are not Killington Section 
members. They will be contacted and given infor- 
mation about the Section. There were many pro- 
posed Bylaw Changes. Wally handed out copies of 
these. 

It was hoped that the Manchester Forest Service 
would take over the care for the Clarendon Gorge 
Bridge. Planking was needed for the 1995 season. 
A better design for Long Trail bridges is needed. 
There are many problems with the Gorge Bridge. 

Wally Rogers moved that $500 from the Kirk Fund 
go to the caretakers program in Vermont, seconded 
by Herb Ogden and passed. 

It was proposed that the old buttons, postcards, etc. 
still in stock be sold at the Bennington Annual 
Meeting, possibly at reduced cost, and as 
"collectibles". 

New Business 

Question regarding raising dues. Herb felt that the 
membership should know that we are currently 
running a deficit by not raising our dues, so that 
when/if we have to in the future, they will be more 
aware of the reason why. It was noted that we 
currently make $6 per member. With uniform dues, 
it would be about $5. Wally moved to hold the 
dues as is for another year. Rob Carey seconded it, 
but with the observation of operating deficit (see 
above). Motion passed. 

Rob Carey moved that the Killington Section go on 
record as strenuously objecting to uniform dues. 
The secretary was to communicate this to the Main 
Club. The Directors were urged to do what they 
could to support this stand. Roma Pulling seconded 
it The motion passed with a unanimous vote. 

Herb brought up the subject of the number of blazes 
on the trail. Bob Vale was in favor of being able to 
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see the next blaze from the one you are at While it 
was recognized that in some places blazing was 
overdone, the closer blazes are necessary for winter 
hiking and for novices. Lars suggested getting our 
comments to Dave Shepherd on the Trails Commit- 
tee. There is some thought about Outing Guidelines 
to be developed. The Killington Section is NOT 
interested in such. Wally spoke against having 
Standards or Guidelines. 

Officers 

Directors: Sue Carey, Sue Thomas, Jean Davies 
terms expire in 1995. Elected in 1994 were Phil 
Smith and Roma Pulling. 

Directors Meeting was held after the business 
meeting. Present: Larry Dodds, Sue Thomas, Sue 
Carey, Wally Rogers, Ray Catozzi, Roma Pulling, 
Jean Davies. Missing: Tim Welch, Linda Pellerin. 
Herb Ogden gets through as Main Club Director in 
June 1995. 

Nominations: Roma as Treasurer; Larry Dodds as 
Vice-President; Sue Carey « President (presided 
that Wally Rogers will keep the record of Directors 
straight Wally agreed); Director - Sue Thomas by 
Wally Rogers; Secretary - Jean Davies by Sue 
Thomas. Slate passed. 

Sue Carey wants to write a cover letter to send to at- 
large members in our area with our hike schedule. 
Motion seconded and passed. Sue Thomas will 
write what will be an official letter to the Forestry 
Service suggesting that they should buy the CVPS 
land at Chittenden Dam in Chittenden. Jean Davies 
will type it up and send it It was noted that the 
president has the power to appoint or re-appoint 
committee beads. The main club wants to have a 
trails committee meeting in this area with us, the 



Craigue Perkins 

It is a great sense of loss that the Killington Section 
has with the passing of Craigue "Pinky" Perkins. 
He was in his 90's and in failing health. But for 
man y years he, his wife Mary and his sister Vera, 
who predeceased him in 1994, were the life blood 
of the Killington Sectioa During the war years, 
Craigue, Gale "Brezzer" Spaulding and Dr. Gaskell 
kept the trail open and the section running. 

Tall Timber his home in Mendon was a favorite 
spot for Section activities, especially the Washing- 
ton's Birthday Winter Weekend. One summer he 
built Buffirm Shelter almost single-handedly for the 
Sectioa This was a closed one to replace an earlier 
open front shelter, south of Button Hill. 

Every member of the Section wants to express the 
most sincere sympathy to Craigue's family for his 
recent passing and also a heartfelt Thank you" for 
all the labor of love he gave the Section. [The 
above tribute to Craigue Perkins was sent to Smoke 
& Blazes by a longtime Section member - Editor] 

My memory of Craigue Perkins comes from a later 
weekend event at Tall Timbers. He had an old 
Franklin Stove in the big room of the rec hall. The 
fire he had going in it was just right to take away 
the chill and provide a cheery spot to visit We 
noticed a slight crack in one part of the stove and 
Craigue allowed that his old stove had a crack, but 
it would still work just fine. He was right. Since it 
was not an "airtight" stove, it drew just fine and 
didn't smoke at all. He and the stove were a couple 
of old-time Vermonters who belonged together. By 
Rob Carey. 


Mystery Ski & Hike February 12 
by Rob Carey 

This was listed as a four mile, moderate trip, so we 
could have gone a lot of places. Fortunately this 
was after one of the few snowstorms of the winter. 
There was just enough snow for skiing on a new 
snowmobile trail near our house in Wallingford. 
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We started at a pull-out on Rt 7 just north of the 
double bridges south of Wallingford village. From 
there we followed the railroad tracks a short dis- 
tance before joining the trail and going into the 
woods. There were good views along the way, as 
the trail used open fields in several places. Some- 
times the skiers got ahead of the walkers, but in 
other places the walkers caught up while the skiers 
negotiated a few spots that could have used a little 
more snow. We stopped at our house for a snack, 
conversation and relaxation by the fire. The trail 
continues on to South Wallingford, and we had 
scouted it out the evening before. The fire was very 
relaxing, and we had covered our 4 miles (well 3.5) 
so we decided to call it a day. 


Jim Frink by Rob Carey 

Jim Frink recently passed away at the age of 90. 
When I joined the Section he was Outings Chair- 
man, and one of the most active members. It was a 
rare hike or work party that he was not on. Like 
many section members, he had nothing to do with 
the main club. He didn't camp, so be didn't go to 
the Intersectional, and as for Annual Meetings, the 
Section's was enough One of his reports as Outings 
Chairman consisted of the words "We had 'em". On 
a hike he was always at the front of the group. At 
the lunch break, Jim would have the fire going be- 
fore the rear guard had arrived. 


Tamarack Notch March 4, 1995 
by Roma Pulling 

On a truly beautiful, sunny day, Alfred and I met 
two hikers at the park and headed for the hills. The 
day started somewhat chilly but warmed to about 
40° for ideal hiking conditions. 

After parking in die area across from the old Girl 
Scout camp, which was otherwise empty, we 
walked east on the Notch Road to visit the Wilkins 
Cemetery. Three people from one family are buried 
there: Ezra Wilkins and his wife Anna, in 1838 ard 
1861 respectively, and an infant daughter of L 4 


L A. Wilkins, in 1856. The cemetery is in need of 
maintenance. 

The most interesting walk to take from our location 
is the one over an abandoned road to the Brown 
covered bridge in Shrewsbury. The same hike was 
scheduled for April 24, but as there were only four 
of us we wouldn't reduce the turnout on the next 
hike very much So we decided to go in that direc- 
tion. The road was snow-covered, but packed and 
crusty, making easy walking. 

The first points of interest were two cellar holes not 
far apart on opposite sides of the road. The maps I 
consulted did give the names of the former resi- 
dents. We followed the North Branch of the Cold 
River until it joined the Cold River, which was with 
us for the rest of the hike. Near the end of the trail 
we passed a bird feeding station which was patron- 
ized by chickadees and squirrels and then came to a 
log cabin in the woods. Just before the road de- 
scended steeply toward the bridge we encountered a 
pick-up truck and two people gazing off into brush 
several rods away. We were amazed when they 
pointed out to us a mopse nibbling on the bushes! 
We watched it for several minutes, and it mostly 
ignored us. It was the first moose any of us had 
ever encountered while hiking. 

On reaching Brown Bridge, we built a fire on the 
edge of the road a short distance away and ate 
lunch. Brown Bridge was built in 1880 by Nicholas 
Powers and restored in 1978. 

On our return hike we noticed that the moose was 
still there and in fact learned from the log cabin 
resident that it had been there for about a week. 
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South of Brandon Gap by Ski and Snow- 
shoe March 11, 1995 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

This outing was under-attended, possibly because 
the newspapers said nothing about this part of the 
Long Trail being suitable for skis. The Leader 
showed up on skis anyway, but the other two par- 
ticipants, thinking no one would ski since the news- 
paper made it seem one could not, brought snow- 
shoes. 

f 

In any case, there was plenty of snow. The going 
was good, since many people had snowshoed or 
skied south to Sunrise Shelter over the winter. 
Some had gone south to Bloodroot Gap, as the 
Leader found out on a reconnoitering trip earlier. 
We went only to the top of the Chittenden Brook 
Trail, had a nice lunch at Sunrise Shelter, and en- 
joyed die view of the Great Cliff of Ml Horrid be- 
fore returning to Brandon Gap 


Jarvis Snodgrass Memorial Hike • April 1, 
1995 

t-y 5 lerfc Ogdsn, Jr., Loads; 

Now, we all know Jarvis Snodgrass was once Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Vermont because a plaque on 
the sanitary annex of the Governor Percival W. 
Clement Memorial Shelter in Shrewsbury says so. 
Surely there wouldn't be a Jarvis Snodgrass Memo- 
rial Gazebo if there were no such person to remem- 
ber. The fact that the hike thither began at 1:1 1 PM 
on 1 April is sheer coincidence. With that in mind, 
let me tell of the outing that honored Mr. Snod- 
grass. 

About a dozen snodgrassophiies and others walked 
north from the Upper Cold River Road along the 
old town road, soon passing a long abandoned town 
road that leads northwest to a cellarhole. The 
Lead e r explained the house that used to stand here 
was significant in that Jarvis Snodgrass did not 
sleep here. (In his itinerant days as a seller of wild 
onions, the Leader explained, Snodgrass slept any 
where the householders could sand the stench.) 


Soon, a still-used town road headed north from our 
road From its end, a snowmobile trail leads to 
Brewers Comers on the Wheelerville Road A few 
feet farther, an abandoned town road led north to 
the former Haley Farm, mentioned in old Long Trail 
Guidebooks as a source of provisions. We stayed 
on the valley road briefly joined the Long Trail at 
the first bridge, then continued on the old LT route 
up the old town road past a few camps. 

Before we reached our destination, we inspected 
two other historical sites. The first was the cellar- 
bole of a house where Jarvis Snodgrass did spend 
the night In fact, one hiker pointed out the rusty 
remains of the bedframe that probably accommo- 
dated him. The second was in the spirit of the day, 
originally identified as earthworks hastily throw up 
by the Green Mountain Boys to defend North 
Shrewsbury after the Battle of Hubbarton. Actually, 
it appears to be a millrace; the 1869 Beers Atlas 
shows a mill at the site. 

At our destination, the Gazebo was rededicated with 
fresh rolls of toilet paper. We returned via the Long 
Trail, crossing the excellent bridge desi gned by a 
Killington Section volunteer and built by him and 
others, then enjoying fairly dry footing as we 
walked along the rim of the valley. We inspected 
the remains of the Haley Farm, had a snack in the 
spring sun, and returned refreshed by our efforts 
and full of the spirit (though thankfully not die 
smell) of Jarvis Snodgrass. 


Killington Section Presidents M a ssa ge 

by Sue Carey 

There are several important issues that are going to 
be discussed at the Annual Meeting on June 4. 
Please attend if you can. 

There have been several changes proposed by die 
Main Club that will have a major impact on the 
Killington Section. Foremost among these is the 
proposal to have uniform dues that are collected by 
the office in Wateibury. At our annual meeting in 
June there was a consensus among members present 


Vol 48 Number 2 Page -6 


Smoke & Blazes 


April 1995 


that this would result in fewer members and more 
volunteer jobs being taken over by paid staff which 
would result in an even higher dues increase. 

Another change is one in the Trail and Shelter 
Maintenance Manual which proposes fewer blazes 
along the trail I personally feel that this is elitist 
The Trail is used by many different types of people 
including children and adults who are not "woods 
wise". The Trail can be quickly obscured by falling 
trees, leaves, and snow. As Trails and Shelter Co- 
Chairman of the Killington Section I recommend to 
our maintained that blazes be kept as they have in 
die past so that all types of people can use the trail 
and it can also be used in die winter. 

During die pest year the work parties have been 
concentrating on Trail maintenance. Besides our 
usual walk-throughs, work has been done on die 
Blue Ridge Trail and Bucklin Trail. Also, there was 
a Brownie troop from Mendon who helped clip a 
section of Trail. 

In the future we may soon get permission to reroute 
the nail away from the dangerous cave-ins uctwecn 
the Cold River Roads. In anticipation of Federal 
approval we have scheduled a work party for the 
weekend of October 21. Also, The bridge over 
Clarendon Gorge has gotten to the point that rotten 
boards make it hazardous. Let's pray that the Main 
Club sees the need to fix this situation before some- 
one is seriously hurt or lolled. 


Birdsye Mountain by Jeny Parker 

I did not believe in ESP or any of the powers of the 
mind, until Jan. 29, 1995. I went to the park think- 
ing 1 was going on a Sue Thomas hike to Birdseye 
Mountain. When I got there I noticed Sue was not 
there yet Roma asked if I could take them hiking 
to the Birdseye area if Sue did not show up. 

That’s when it happened. Sue might not have been 
there physically but in spirit she was. I was going to 
lead this hike as Sue's medium. Tire thought of a 
trail that was in the Birdseye area w snt through my 


mind. I had been on this trail once about 4 years 
ago when I was hunting in the area. I told Roma I 
would lead this hike. If they only knew that my 
mind was being controlled by Sue. Every one there 
who knew me, was not concerned because of my 
cool, cautious and safe approach to hiking But 
they did not know my mind was possessed by Sue 
Thomas. 

Six unconcerned hikers and myself started off. We 
were on the NE side of Birdseye Mtn. Shortly after 
we got started I saw a partridge standing on a log. I 
tried to get the attention of the rest of the group but 
it flew off along with about 6 others They just 
heard the wings beating as they took off. Then we 
came to the trail At the top of the ridge there was a 
cellar hole, near by was one of the biggest clumps 
of lilac bushes I have ever seen. Too bad it was not 
spring so we could have seen them in full bloom. 
To the right of the cellar hole was Birdseye Moun- 
tain's rode face towering over us. 

This was the farthest I had ever been on this trail 
before. So this meant the rest of the trip would be 
lead by instinct and Sue's ESP As I laid, if we get 
lost, if s Sue's fault As we proceeded down the trail 
there was a frozen puddle of water. This puddle 
had frozen crystals of frost that looked like bird 
feathers in it They were incredible looking. Some 
of them even had veins running down the middle, 
like a real feather. Not one of us had ever seen 
anything like them before. 

The trail joined a town road that was not main- 
tained in the winter. I feh there was something to 
the right that Sue wanted us to see. Not knowing 
what that was, we headed down the road There we 
found a campground, with an old cemetery in the 
back. The view of Birdseye was unbelievable. A 
long meadow cleared the way to the rock face and 
the bright blue sky made the perfect background. It 
looked like a postcard, but of course no one had a 
camera. 

At the cemetery one small slate marker caught my 
eye. It was in very good condition. The date was 
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1807; the little girl died at 9 months of age. Two 
stones to the right was another child's grave. This 
gave me a sense of how hard life was back then. 

It was 11:30, so we decided to eat lunch at the 
campground. A1 wanted a fire so everyone col- 
lected firewood. I could not quite figure out why. 
No one was cold, we did not have die club pock; no 
coffee pot, no food to cook. Was Sue controlling 
Al's mind too, telling him to start a fire? Or does A1 
just like playing with fire? Maybe it was the fact he 
had some old Rutland Herald’s and he believes the 
only thing they're good for is starting fires. After 
lunch we continued down the road. Sue seemed to 
be trying to get me to make a loop, but where and 
how? My eyes were drawn to a notch in the moun- 
tain just to the left of the rock face of Birdseye's 
highest point Did Sue want me to go that way? 
Was there a trail? We got off the town road and 
headed up a logging road toward the notch. The 
logging road ended shortly. Sue, this reckless at- 
tempt to get back to the cars could tarnish my 
reputation as a cool, cautious and safe leader 

There was not a trail, so we zigzagged our way to 
the top of the notch. At the top there was a steep 
slippery trail that went down the other side. The 
group used many different methods to get down. 
Eventually we made it to the road not far from the 
cars. Everyone thought it was a great hike and we 
all wish Sue had made it in person. 


Editor* Message by Rob Carey 

As noted in the Annual Meeting write-up I am now 
editing Smoke & Blazes. As I sit here at the com- 
puter trying to do the final layout, I have an in- 
creased appreciation for all the work Herb, Carol 
and other editors have done. If this issue does not 
find you before the first hike on the new schedule, I 
apologize. Those of you who have been promptly 
sending your hike write-ups and other articles in, 
please keep up the good work. For the rest of you, 
please send the articles soon after the hike. Ifs 
easier for you to remember what happened, and 
gives me time to have it typed before the last min- 
ute rush. The next issue will contain the complete 
membership list and officers list including directors 
term expiration dates. Please scad copy to Rob 
Carey, RR1 Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773. 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 

Trips leave from Main Street Park south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, 
wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are Ml necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 20 May, 9 a.m. Leaders: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 & Bemie Donahue 773-7462 
BLACK MOUNTAIN, Dresden, N.Y., overlooking Lake George. 2.5 mi. to the top by direct route from 
the east, 4.2 mi. back by a partly different trail, for a round trip of 6.7 mi. Trip back down passes many 
spectacular views of Lake George as well as 3-4 ponds and one shelter, then rejoins trail coming in. Easy 
to moderate with a few steep pitches. Total elevation gain is 1046’. Rain date Sunday 21 May. 

Saturday 27 May, 9 a.m. Leaders: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368; 

HIGHLAND WALK-THROUGH covering the Long Trail from Governor Clement Shelter (north of the 
Upper Cold River Road in Shrewsbury) to US Route 4 in Sherburne Pass. Something for everyone: prune 
brush, whack weeds, clean out waterbars, paint blazes, saw blowdowns, or just come along for the hike. 
We’ll probably divide into parties of 2-5 people. Tools and instruction provided. Rain date 28 May. 

Saturday 3 June, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Ride-sharing: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 
GREEN MT. CLUB ANNUAL MEETING at Prospect Mountain, Woodford. Annual membership 
meeting will consider basic By-Laws changes. Followed by afternoon hikes, reception, buffet dinner, and 
evening program "Ecotourism in Vermont." Hikes and work party on Sunday. Details in Spring 1995 
Long Trail News. Hosted by GMC Bennington Section. 

Thursday 8 June, 7:30 p.m. Co-chairs: Herb Ogden, Jr. 775-1350, and Linda Pellerin 773-7779 
OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING at Bemie Donahue’s house, 50 Edgerton St., Rutland (between 
East St. and Lafayette St., which are one and two blocks east of Main St. and south of Woodstock Ave.) 
Come help plan schedule for mid-August to mid-October or call in your suggestions then or beforehand 
(not afterward, please!). For Outing Committee members and all others interested. 

Sunday 11 June, 1 p.m. Leader: Jean Davies 483-6623 

LEAD MINE MOUNTAIN, Chittenden. Moderate 4 mile walk on old roads in the former Town of 
Philadelphia, now the northern part of Chittenden. There’s real lead you can write with, a nice bog with 
wildlife, and points of historical interest. 

Saturday 17 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Bill Robichaud 775-2567 

BICYCLE TOUR Hubbardton Battlefield - High Pond Rd. - Lake Bomoseen on dirt and paved roads in 
the northernmost Taconics. 15-18 mi., moderate. Rain date Sunday 18 June. 

Saturday 24 June, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

WORK PARTY to take care of what we couldn’t do earlier. Possible destinations are the Canty Trail up 
Blue Ridge Mountain in Mendon, the Bucklin Trail up Killington from the Wheelerville Road in Mendon, 
or the Long Trail itself. We’ll probably divide into groups of 2-5 people. Tools and instructions provided. 

Sunday 2 July, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden, Jr. (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 

DELECTABLE MOUNTAIN road, abandoned so long it does not show on a 1911 map. Visit abandoned 
Barnard District No. 2 on Delectable Mountain northeast of Notown in Stockbridge. 6 mi. moderate 


OVER 


except unhandy where brushy, expandable to 12 mi. by using :econd old road over Delectable Mtn. (near 
Mt. Hunger, believe it or not!), including one or more old cemeteries, if some desire. 

Saturday 8 July, 10 a.m. Leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 

FALLS OF LANA AND SILVER LAKE, Salisbury and Leicester. One of the most spectacular 
waterfalls in Vermont, a panoramic view of Lake Dunmore, an enchanted sort of forest, and a mountain 
lake encircled by white birch. Swimming in Lake Dunmore possible afterward. 3 mi. moderate, good 
family excursion. Can be extended by 2.5 mi. loop trail around Silver Lake. Rain date 9 July; call the 
leader if in doubt. 

Saturday 15 July, 9 a.m. Leader: Bill Robichaud 775-2567 

LITTLE KDLLINGTON PEAK, elev. 3939’. Bushwhack up from Brewers Comers on Wheelerville Rd., 
Mendon. 7 mi. difficult. 

Sunday 16 July, 1 p.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 

RASPBERRY HEAVEN, SHREWSBURY, on a fire road off the CCC road to Plymouth near the CCC 
Stone House. Berries not guaranteed, but they were bounteous this time last year. 2.5 mi. easy. 

Saturday 22 July, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Contact: Green Mt. Club office 244-7037 
TRAIL AND SHELTER MAINTENANCE WORKSHOP including Basic Maintenance (blowdown 
removal, blazing, drainage clearing and reshaping, debrushing, brushing in, inventory); Advanced 
Maintenance/Construction (erosion control structures, steps and trail hardening techniques, focusing on 
rock); Overnight Facility Inspection and Maintenance (including composting). Most of the day will be 
spent outside, rain or shine, on trails. Groups will be concentrated in the same general area to provide 
opportunity for overlap. Slide show and training video for basic skills participants. Registration is free; 
donations appreciated. Hearty dinner for $5 per person; bring your own lunch. Advance registration 
advised. (Contact GMC office fo» numerous other trails skills sessions ir. May through October. 

Saturday 29 July, 9 a.m. Leaders: Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 

BALD MOUNTAIN, Bennington and Woodford. Views of Glastenbury, Equinox, and Dorset Peaks, Mt. 
Greylock, and Bennington. 6. 1 mi. moderate. 

Saturday 5 August, 1 p.m. Leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 

SIXTH ANNUAL TACONIC RAMBLE, Hubbardton. Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, 
mountain peaks with views north, south, east and west, a Japanese garden, and other goodies. Wine and 
cheese on the lawn afterward. 2 to 5 mi. easy to moderate; walkers can leave the group at several different 

points and wait on the lawn for the rest. Bring no lunch. Rain date 6 August; call the leader if in doubt. 

Saturday 12 August, 9 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

LONG TRAIL from Vt. 30 south past Spruce Peak to Prospect Rock, then out the Old Rootville Road. 

7.1 mi. moderate. 

For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Sue Carey, President RR 1, Box 340, Wadlingford, VT 05773 446-2830 

Larry Dodds, Vice-President 3 Westside Ct., West Rutland, VT 05777 438-5473 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 773-6997 

Jean Davies, Secretary Bo;. 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 483-6623 



Highland Walk-through May 27, 1995 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

For our spring inspection from the Upper Cold 
River Road in Shrewsbury to Sherburne Pass, 
enough people showed up so that we could form 
three parties. 

Throe people did the stretch from the Upper Cold 
River Road to Governor Clement Shelter. They 
noted two bad wet spots about 0.25 miles south of 
the shelter, which seemed a good place to add 
rocks, and a need to refresh the Mazes. 

The other two groups rode up the Killington 
Chairlift, courtesy of the Killington Ski Area. The 
ride may not have been a lot faster that the 
traditional truck trip, but it sure was smoother and 
more scenic. Cooper Lodge was clean and in good 
shape, considering the abuse it takes in winter. 
Alas, all the signs except the lodge sign itself and a 
LT north sign (on a short abandoned stretch of the 
LT just below Cooper) were either smashed or 
taken over the winter. They will not be replaced 
until some Killington Section member volunteers to 
make new ones. (To volunteer, contact me or 
President Sue Carey.) 

The lift riders split up at Cooper. Four worked 
south on the LT. Jerry Parker took care of all the 
chainsaw work to about half a mile north of the 
Gov. Clement Road, while three others cleared the 
trail thoroughly to Consultation Point, noting that 
the signs there and at Shrewsbury Peak JcL have 
also disappeared, and that Mazes need renewing. 
We also noted a quasi-Indian, Little Chief Hi de-in- 
Woods, who tricked us into walking right past him 
a number of times. The stretch from Consultation 
Point to Gov. Clement Shelter needs at least a day's 


brushing work by at least two people. The worst is 
in the steep, rocky stretch near Consultation Point, 
which has not been cleared properly for at least 
three years. 

The third group walked north from Cooper Lodge to 
Sherburne Pass. Bill Robichaud had already 
brushed from Sherburne Pass to south of Pico 
Camp, easing their task. GMC Southern Field 
Coordinator Dave Hardy took care of the chainsaw 
work and some temporary drainage on the Bucklin 
Trail and the LT north of Cooper. Pico Camp was 
in good shape, except six 7 x 9" pones of glass were 
missing. The first incline on the LT south of 
Shelburne Pass is more eroded that ever, but we 
hesitate to commit much labor to it because it may 
t>c moved once Pico builds new ski trails and lifts. 
Headquarters has been asked to get Pico to define 
the parts of the LT that will not be move so we can 
work on them, anyway 

It was good to see some new faces along with the 
old regular trail workers. If you've never done trail 
work, try it! It made for a leisurely walk in 
beautiful woods. Ifs also a way to f ulfill the work 
obligation that comes with Section membership. 

Cold River Relocation Scheduled 
by Sue Carey 

After three years of seeking Government approval 
we will be relocating a dangerous section of Long 
Trail in October. The work party is schedule for 
930 am Saturday, October 21 

There are two short sections of trail between the 
Cold River Roads which are along a bank that is 
being washed away by the Cold River. The drop 
offs are over one hundred feet and are dangerously 
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close to the Trail. We hope that as many people as 
possible attend this work party so this problem are 
can be fixed. 


Lead Mine Mountain June 11, 1995 
by Jean Davies 

On Sunday afternoon, June 11,... would it rain or 
shine? Nineteen of us decided on sun and headed 
for Lead Mine Mountain. We were delighted with 
the eight kids in our party. They made a real 
addition to the group. Hope they come again! Jerry 
Parker helped them hunt for polliwogs and toads. 

As we neared the top of the mountain, fractured 
outcroppings of dark rock (graphite) could be seen 
in the roadway. Paper was produced and everyone 
found some graphite to mark on it This was the 
lead of Lead Mine Mountain. Apparently the mines 
were surface outcroppings rather than deep pits. 

Vance and Jean Gee live a few hundred feet below 
the mountain’s top, and we were welcomed by their 
"watch goose" and dog. Jean gave us a bit of 
history of the Gee family. The mountain has been 
in the family for generations. 

We continued to the top where snacks were broken 
out • Mist blowing over hid the views, but the 
prevailing sentiment was, "Iwant to retrun when the 
sun is out" Newcomer A1 Zoesik liked the beauty 
and isolation. "You ought to cam cord it" The kids 
liked the graphite, toads, trees, flowers . . . and 
snacks. 

Vance was draining his man-made pond, so we saw 
the old logs and tree stumps that had once been 
covered with water. But on the other side of the 
lane, the mist wafting over a lovely bog created a 
proper feeling of wilderness. 

Three families, all related to the Gees, live near the 
top. The children are home-schooled since getting 
up and down the road in the winter would present 
too many problems. While there is phone service, 
Vance produces his own electricity. His machine 
shop has modern tools, and is where he produces 


his well know civil war cannons. The old 
machinery nearby is for parts to keep the other 
World War II vintage trucks and tractors operating. 
The Gee men folk seem to like the challenge of 
keeping the fine old machines running. 

Lead Mine Mountain is a mix of the wild and the 
settled. The Gees arc hospitable folks who like to 
share the love they have for their mountain with 
those who can appreciate it 


Lowland Walk-through May 9 

by Rob Carey 

I was unable to actually get out and do any work 
this time, so I just prepared tools and coordinated 
the effort I am thankful for the work done by Bill 
Robichaud, Herb Ogden Jr., Tim Ward, Mary Ward, 
Sue Thomas, and Jerry Parker. They were able to 
deal with the usual mix of spring blowdowns, 
clipping and other work needed to get the Trail in 
shape. Between what they did on, before, or just 
after this scheduled event, the Trail was worked on 
from Rt 140 to Gov. Clement Shelter by mid-May. 

— i M i in nn -iv 1 V 

Trail and Shelters Workshop July 22 
by Sue Carey 

On Saturday July 22 the Killington Section 
sponsored the GMC Trail and Shelter Workshop. 
Around 40 people attended. We met at the Maple 
Valley Grange in South Wallingford and then 
headed to the Sherburne Pass. 

At the Pass we received a lecture on safety and 
heard about the latest bcauracratic procedures for 
trail maintenance. Afterwhich we split into groups 
and headed for the Trail. 

One group did brushing, another did chainsawing, a 
large group put in rock watcibars between Rt 4 and 
Pico Camp and others inspected shelters. 

The Killington Section saw a lot of maintenance 
work that day. The day ended at the Grange with a 
spaghetti supper put on by the Ladies Aid Society of 
South Wallingford. The group had obviously 
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worked up an appetite. We finished a 2 gallon tub 
of chocolate chip ice cream donated by Sewards 
Dairy. 

I want to again than the many volunteers and LT 
Patrol members who worked on the Killington 
Section that day. 


Birdseye Experiment a Success 

by Sue Thomas 

Thanks to Jerry Parker and 5 other hikers for 
participating in my first experiment with telepathic 
hike leading last January. It went so well that I'm 
now expanding my range - even as I write this I am 
mentally guiding a group on Mt Mansfield, and 
have plans next week for a Brownie Troop in the 
Grand Canyon. There are still a few glitches to 
work out but Tm very encouraged with the results so 
far, tho I do plan to attend at least a few of my 
scheduled hikes from time to time too. Oh, the 
answer to Jerry's question in th last issue is; b) A1 
likes to play with fire, 

>. • * * . . • * . 

Cavendish Gorge March 26 

by Sue Thomas 

This hike report was left out of the last issue of 
Smoke and Blazes - possibly because I never wrote 
it rm trying to mend my ways and send one in 
occasionally now. 

Cavendish Gorge is a great place to be if you like 
spectacular falls, rushing water and boulder- 
hopping. We started out near the power station and 
followed trails along the bank and down into the 
Gorge itself, picking a lunch spot on the rocks 
downstream. The fast moveing water has carved 
the rocks into interesting shapes, hollowed out holes 
and rounded the pebbles. 

After lunch we explored the power station and 
hiked along the much calmer downstream portion 
of the river until we were halted by beavers, who 
have flooded a large area with their dams, we 
examined their carefully built dams and the many 
chewed trees, then it was off to se some man-made 


constructions. We visited an old mill building 
downstream where the giant wheels and pulleys can 
still be seen in the basement, tho the course of the 
river has been changed you can se where it once ran 
under the building to power the mill wheels. 

The Cawoods came prepared with information 
about a lime kiln upstream, they took us to see the 
ruin of the chimney which still stands almost 20 
feet high. It all made for an interesting day of 
hiking, history and beautiful scenery. 


Appalachian Trail - Rt 11/30 South to 
Prospect Rock - August 12 by Sue Thomas 

The weather was downright ugly on the morning of 
this hike, so I was pleasantly surprised by the 
turnout - 14 hikers altogether. It was especially 
nice to have Rob and Dylan Badger along. 
Longtime members will remember that Rob and 
Carolyn were active members be for moving away 
years ago. Dylan was our youngest and most 
energetic participant, at age 5. This was his first 
long hike and he ran much of the seven miles, 
making the rest of us feel very decrepit! 

It seemed to grow steadily darker and more gloomy 
as we went along, but the predicted thunderstorms 
never cam, so we had a very enjoyable hike. We 
stopped for lunch at Spruce Peak Shelter, which I 
remember correctly was brand new the last time our 
Section visited it Ifs held up very well, even has 
chairs on the porch and an intact picnic table, a 
rarity up in our area. 

We lingered at Prospect Rock only long enough to 
watch Manchester completely disappear in the 
clouds below us (some of us think Manchester 
disappeared years ago with the coming of the outlet 
malls!) and made it back to our cars just in tim e to 
miss a rain shower. 


Please send the articles soon after the hike. 
Deadline for the next issue is Friday October 13. 
Please send copy to Rob Carey, RR1 Box 340, 
Wallingford, VT 05773. 


Killington Section - Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule 

% 

Trips leave from Main Street Park south of Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown and bring lunch unless 
noted Non-members are welcome! 

Wear sturdy, water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty 
indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first 
aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 


Thursday September 7 - 7:30 p.m. Co-chairs Herb Ogden 775-1350 and Linda Smith 265-4493 
Outings Committee Meeting, at Bemie Donahue's house, 50 Edgerton St, Rutland Come help plan 
schedule for late October to January, or call in your suggestions then or beforehand. For Outing Committe 
members and all others interested 

Friday September 8 - 7:00 p.m. Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350 

Moonlight Hike Pine Hill Park. Rutland overlook and Rocky Pond, city lights, starry sky, moderate climb. 
Easy 2.5 miles. 

Saturday September 16 - Note meeting place! Leaders: Phil and Linda Smith 265-4493. 

Mystery Hike, difficult 11.5 miles. Great view of lakes and Adirondacks. Meet at McDonalds in Fair 
Haven at 8:30 a.m. 


Saturday September 23 - 9:00 am. Leader Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Historic Carriage Road to Killington Mountain, across to Shrewsbury Peak and down Black Swamp 
trail, 10 miles, difficult. 

Sunday September 24-1:00 p.m. Leaders: A1 and Roma Pulling 773: 5997. 

Second Annual Senior Shuffle, others welcome. Route 100 Sherburne to River Road, additional mileage 
available. 2.3 miles, easy. 

Saturday September 30 - Note meeting place! Leaders: Phil and Linda Smith 265-4493 

The Rambo Ramble. Tongue Mountain Trail at Route 9N to Clay Meadow. 9 miles difficult Meet at 

McDonalds in Fair Haven at 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday October 7 - 9:00 a.m. Leader: Alan Connelly 773-8146 

Hike to Little Rock Pond and then the Green Mtn. Trail. Nice views of pond and foliage. 6.5 miles 
moderate. 

Sunday October 15 - 8:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

Mendon Peak-Bushwhacking, difficult 10 miles. Climb one of the AMCs New England Hundred Highest. 
Good views to the south and west 


Saturday October 21 - 9:30 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

Work Party-Cold River Relocation. Help us move the trail back from the Cold River where a washout 
occurred. Tools available or bring your own. Three years in the planning! 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or, 


Sue Carey 
Larry Dodds 
Roma Pulling 
Jean Davies 


President RR1 Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 446-2830 

Vice-President 3 Westside CT., West Rutland, VT 05777 438-5473 
Treasurer RED 3 Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 773-6997 

Secretary Box37, Pittsford, VT 05763 483-6623 
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"Moonlight” On Pine Hill 
September 8 1 995 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

In hindsight, I should have billed this as a flashlight 
hike, not a moonlight hike. The overcast sky let 
only a little light through. At least we had some 
nice views of the city lights from Pine Hill. 

From the end of Evergreen Avenue, we hiked up to 
the concrete hulk of the rock crusher and walked a 
little further to enjoy the view from the power line. 
We then followed one of the few remaining parts of 
the Pine Hill Park trail system through a ledgy area 
back to the road to Rocky Pond, which we reached 
in the dusk. Bemie pointed out sites from the time, 
about 40 years ago, when the beach at Rocky Pond 
was an official city swimming area. Some then 
used flashlights to follow a path to the end of Wat- 
kins Avenue. We then enjoyed a walk through the 
Pine Hill neighborhood back to our cars. 


Appalachian Trail (Senior Shuffle #2) 
September 24, 1995 by Roma Pulling 

Conditions for this hike were superb - comfortable 
temperatures, blue skies and no bugs. Eight people 
(not all senior) met Alfred and me at the park, and 
another joined us in Sherburne. We welcomed two 
hikers from abroad who were on an extended world 
tour, one each from England and Wales. 

When erroneous information was printed in the 
Herald as to the starting time, I went to the park at 
9 AM and met two people who had relied on that 
information and encouraged them to return at the 
scheduled time of one PM. They did. 


For this hike we spotted cars on River Road and 
returned to Route 100 by Kent Pond, where we 
started east on the Appalachian Trail. The trail was 
level or downhill with a few very gradual climbs. 
The beginning was very scenic as it curved around 
the pond Where the trail joined Thundering Brook 
Road, four of the younger hikers decided to make 
the hike more of a challenge by walking back to the 
starting point The rest of us followed the road to 
our cars and returned home. 


What's Left of the Juggernaut? 
by Herb Ogden, Jr. 

The Juggernaut hiking trail used to lead from West 
Bridgewater (more precisely, South Sherburne) up 
the Falls Brook valley and then up onto the ridge 
between Bear Mountain and Killington Peak, end- 
ing at what is now Cooper Lodge. According to 
Forest and Crag, the excellent hiking history by 
Laura and Guy Waterman published in 1989, this 
trail dates back to the 1880s. The 1891 U. S. Geo- 
logical Survey Rutland 15' quadrangle shows it in 
almost the same route as the 7 quad which replaced 
it in 1961 and later revisions. It evidently was 
poorly kept up after the Killington summit hotel 
(slightly downhill from Cooper Lodge and toward 
the spring) was abandoned The Watermans write 
that "by 1913, when Woodstock money built what 
became known at the Juggernaut Trail from West 
Bridgewater, the trail-builders had to start from 
scratch, so little remained of the old trail from that 
side." Presumably this applied only uphill from the 
Juggernaut Farm, which was at the end of the public 
road 1.2 miles up from the present end of the 
maintained public road that branches south from the 
Hadley Hill Road in South Sherburne. See page 5 
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Delectable Mountain Road July 2 1995 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

On this hike, after years of trying, I finally joined 
the great tradition of Churchill Scott and Sue Tho- 
mas — I took a group of hikers where I had no in- 
tention of going. In other words, I got us lost. But I 
think I actually surpassed the achievements of 
Churchill and Sue, because I got us lost despite two 
scouting trips I took in the spring especially to pre- 
vent what happened from happening! After all, any- 
body can get lost where he's never been before, but 
it takes real talent to do it when you've been there 
just months before. 

The start of our hike was at an unoccupied house on 
the Stony Brook Road in Stockbridge. Just north of 
it and a bridge over a tributary to Stony Brook, an 
old public road leaves the Stony Brook Road and 
follows the tributary up a valley that is at first little 
better than a ravine, soon crossing the tributary at a 
snowmobile bridge and climbing up its south side. 

According to modem town road maps, the public 
road ends near the Barnard town line. From then on, 
we relied on the 1869 Beers Atlas of Windsor 
County, which showed a 1499 rod (4.0 mile) public 
road from the Stony Brook Road in Stockbridge 
over Delectable Mountain to the Chatcauguay Road 
in Barnard. The 1966 U.S.G.S. Delectable Moun- 
tain quadrangle shows most of this road as a trail, 
except that it places it too far south between the 
2180' elevation on the west side and the 2120' ele- 
vation on the east. There are old logging roads 
where the U.S.G.S. map shows a trail, but they do 
not provide a through route, as I learned in an April 
scouting trip. 

Our first stop was an active log landing just over the 
Barnard line. Hidden in an island of vegetation lay 
a sizable cellarhole. The 191 1 U.S.G.S. quad shows 
a house there. 

Passing south of the cellarhole, we left the recent 
logging area and followed the old road to Perkins 


Brook. Above the road was another cellarhole, 
which was on the 1869 map but not the 1911 one. 
We crossed the brook and headed south past an- 
other farm site and, at a height of land, found the 
cellarhole of the old Barnard School No. 2. 

Just after we crossed another brook, the good path 
ended. The grassy woodroad headed south to an- 
other cellarhole northeast of Notown, but we had to 
head east up the valley on the overgrown old road in 
a dugway. Farther on, in places, only a slight grade 
showed this was once District No. 2's link to the rest 
of Barnard. 

After inspecting a mysterious drymasonry structure 
about 60' north of the road, we forked sharp left to 
cross the brook. Then, in a brambly clearing, I 
turned left where I should have turned right uphill. 
After an unintentional and intensive exploration of 
various logging roads (several of which the Leader 
mistakenly identified as the old road) and a some 
pure bushwhacking, we came out in the Perkins 
3rcck valley and had to follow a snowmobile trail 
back up to the old road about 0. 1 mile west of the 
2330' pass over Delectable Mountain. 

Descending on the road, which was also a snow- 
mobile trail, we noted a small cellarhole that does 
not show even on the 1 869 map, passed through an 
enigmatic set of stone walls, and joined a woodroad 
that came in from the south. This shows on the 
U.S.G.S quad where the old road doesn't. Follow- 
ing an increasingly better road, we passed six more 
cellarholes before reaching our cars on the Cha- 
teauguay Road. By then, it was so late that I had to 
cancel a return hike that would have taken us past 
the long- abandoned little Chamberlin Cemetery 
and over the Smith Hill Road back to Stony Brook. 
Well do that some early spring or late fall day when 
the leaves are off the trees and the weeds aren't 
waist-high, so we can visit the cellarholes and other 
sites without feeling like Dr. Livingstone - and so 
the Leader can find his way. 
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Raspberry Heaven August, 1995 
by Jerry Parker 

The day before my hike there was a bad thunder 
and lighting storm. My power was out for 19 hours 
and my telephone was still out Sunday at 12:30 
when I was getting ready to meet people at the park. 
I was surprised to have such a good turn out. 

We parked at the beginning of a fire road in the 
Plymsbury State Wildlife Management Area in 
Shrewsbury. First I lead 20 hikers, half of them 
children to the stone shelter. It was built back about 
1935 by the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps). 
Churchill Scott said it was built to house the care- 
taker of the ski area that was started on the ski of 
the Shrewsbury Peak, one of the first ski areas in 
Vermont. 

After that we went back to the fire road. This 
summer has been so hot and dry the raspberry crop 
was poor at best. But thanks to the rain Saturday, 
this hike was very interesting. 

As we started down the fire road it didn't take long 
before the kids, including myself, started catching 
toads and red efts. I also caught a garter snake. All 
the children got a good look at it as my niece An- 
drea held it. 

Some might not approve of my hands on approach 
of getting children interested in hiking and the out- 
doors. I believe if you keep their minds off the 
walking part of hiking, children enjoy hiking and 
the outdoors. When I see Hannah Ogden, a little 
girl that does not like hiking at all. Seeing her get 
all excited because a toad was talking to her, I know 
I am right. I think if a child wants to hold a toad, 
snake or whatever, it's all right. If they just want to 
look, that is all right too. 

We also saw all kinds of animal tracks, most of 
them in excellent condition. There was a doe and 
her fawn tracks, raccoon, coyote, bobcat, moose 
and partridge. At one point we saw some young 
partridge in a tree. I walked to about 5 yards away 
before they flew. 


Shortly after was a ditch that had never dried up. 
We spent about 20 minutes there catching frogs. I 
caught 3 tadpoles in different stages of development 
to show everyone. A short hike farther was the 
logging header, the end of the trail. 

The trip back was a little faster. To compensate for 
the lack of raspberries, I had brought a watermelon. 
This made a refreshing end to the hike. 


Bald Mountain, Woodford July 29, 1995 
by Roma Pulling 

If I had had a closer relationship with the weather- 
man, I would have ordered different weather for 
this hike. It occurred during our heat wave, and to- 
ward the end we were caught in a heavy shower. 
But everyone was a good sport; I heard no com- 
plaints. 

Six people besides Alfred and me assembled at the 
park for the ride to Bennington and the start of this 
hike off Branch Street there. Our original plan had 
been to spot cars in Woodford at the eastern end of 
the Bald Mountain Trail, but on a dry run several 
weeks earlier we found a sign giving dire threats 
about towing and fines if anyone parked there, and 
unpleasant surprise since we had parked there 
overnight in 1989. This sign, by the way, was in a 
picture in the Herald when an elderly man disap- 
peared in that area and a search was under way. 

One goal of hikers on this trail is White Rocks, a 
lookout with a view of Bennington. We stopped 
there but then continued on to a junction with the 
West Ridge Trail, which leads north and east to 
Goddard Shelter on the Long Trail. As long as we 
had to retrace our steps to the cars, we turned back 
at the intersection. 

As I had covered the eastern end of the Bald 
Mountain Trail on a previous hike, I had now com- 
pleted another side trail. The ride home, with an 
ice cream break, was uneventful. 
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Sylvia Plumb, Editor 
Long Trail News 
RFD 1, Box 650 
Waterbury Center VT 05677 

Dear Editor: 

Trail maintainers should use great caution in im- 
plementing the new blazing standard of the Trails & 
Shelters Committee. It allows blazes on "clearly 
defined trails" to be as much as five minutes walk 
apart, thus as few as six blazes per mile assuming 
one hikes two miles per hour. It generally requires 
such infrequent blazing in federal Wilderness. 

This standard is fine — if the hiker is experienced 
and attentive. Many LT users are neither, however. 
What may be a perfectly clear footway to a sea- 
soned hiker can be confusing to the novice. 
Moreover, the new standard can be a hardship for 
even the experienced hiker. Some of us like to lose 
ourselves in contemplating nature, or in a conversa- 
tion with a hiking partner, rather than constantly 
keep an eye out for the proposed one blaze in every 
five minutes that would reassure us we were still on 
the trail and not on a woodroad from which the trail 
had diverged. (Perhaps, to make matters worse, 
someone stole the arrow that marked the junction.) 
It used to be that, if we were in any doubt that we 
were still on the trail, we could just look for a blaze. 
If none appeared very soon, we would retrace our 
steps to the last one. Now, however, the last one 
may be as much as 1/6 mile back. 

The new standard also unrealistically assumes that 
trail maintainers respond instantly to major blow- 
downs, but we don't always. In the meantime, con- 
sider what happens when a tall tree falls lengthwise 
along the trail, obscuring many feet of path with 
branches and foliage. I know from looking at the 
"herd paths" hikers make as they wander around 
looking for the trail that some of them have con- 
siderable trouble finding it again. The new standard 
will, on the average, provide no blazing at all at the 
blowdown, and not only novice hikers will curse the 
GMC as they tramp around looking for the un- 
marked trail. 


Finally, the new standard makes no allowance for 
snow or leaves obscuring the path. To be sure, I 
don't advocate marking the trail so that, even in 
winter, one can always see the next blaze. To do 
that, we would have to allow for snow drifting 
against our summer blazes. We would often have 
to blaze so high that we could blaze only when we 
had a foot or two of snow to stand on. But I do ad- 
vocate giving the winter hiker a decent chance at 
following the trail. Even now, for the experienced 
hiker who has become familiar with a trail in the 
summer, following it in winter is often difficult be- 
cause the footway is buried and snow hides many 
blazes. Imagine what happens when there are only 
six blazes per mile to begin with, and several of 
them are hidden by snow. 

In the Cooper Lodge register, I recently read an en- 
try from an Appalachian Trail End-to-Ender who 
signed himself "Trudger": "I would like to say to 
the GMC how nice it is to be back on blazed trails 
after New Hampshire." Let's keep it that way. 

Sincerely yours, 

Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 


Scaling Lassen August 31, 1995 
by Roma Pulling 

Alfred and I were standing at the 10,000 foot level 
on Lassen Peak, looking back the way we had come 
to this point. The actual summit was a few hundred 
feet higher on top of a pile of boulders with no 
marked trail, and we felt we had gone far enough 
Besides, it was a cold and windy spot, time was 
passing, and soon we began our descent. 

What were we doing in this rather unlikely spot? 
We were on the second day of a two-week trip to 
California and parts of western Nevada and south- 
ern Oregon, during which we would visit such 
places as Crater Lake, Yosemite and Death Valley. 
Lassen is a volcano which erupted last in 1915. 
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Thermal activity is still visible in the area in the 
form of steam vents and mud pots. 

We approached Lassen Volcanic National Park 
from the south after an overnight in Sparks, Ne- 
vada. Arriving at the foot of the mountain, we dis- 
covered several dozen children cavorting in the 
snow - an accumulation from past seasons. The 
trail to the mountain top beckoned. The lower sec- 
tions were snowy, but most of the mountain was 
windswept. The approximately 3000-foot ascent 
was made easier by many switchbacks but was still 
strenuous for Easterners not accustomed to those 
heights. There were many climbers, and as we 
neared the bottom, others were just starting up. 

We were pleased to have sampled Califomia-style 
mountain climbing but perfectly content to return to 
home trails. 


Mendon Peak October 15, 1995 
by Mara Carey 

On Sunday we went to Mendon Peak orienteering 
First we went on a road for about a mile and a half. 
I noticed that there were several forks in the road. 
At the end of the road was a river and we crossed it. 
I didn't get my toes wet at all. Then we orienteered 
south to Mendon Peak. At 10:13 we stopped and 
sat on a rock for a snack I had half of a Friehofer’s 
chocolate cookie bar. It was good. After about two 
hours of bushwacking we started climbing through 
pines and it was steep. Seth, my little brother and I 
kept asking Mom and Dad when we were going to 
get to the top. They said soon. 

When we stopped for lunch we heard some geese. 
We kept climbing and got to the top. It was sort of 
misty, but we saw some big birds. I thought that 
they were some geese, but they did not look at all 
like geese. Then Mom said "They're hawks!" They 
were hawks, migrating hawks, doing acrobatics. 
My toes were starting to get cold so we went back 
down through the pines and birches, across the 
stream and on the road. Seth ran on ahead 


When Mom, Dad and I got to our car (Izzy Isuzo) 
we couldn't find Seth. When we found him by 
walking back down the road he said he had gone 
onto one of the other roads, got confused and turned 
around Then we went back to Izzy and home to 
have pizza. 


What's Left of the Juggernaut? - continued 

I first became acquainted with the Juggernaut in 
1965. I had finished my End-to-End the year before 
and felt I owed the Green Mountain Club's trails 
some work. I lived in Haiti and then The Ottau- 
quechee Section was not formed until 1979, so I 
joined the Killington Section. I decided to tackle 
the Juggernaut because it was the closest Killington 
Section trail. I soon realized that the Killington 
Section had not paid much attention recently to its 
only trail on the cast side of the Coolidge Range It 
was faintly blazed and obviously used, but that was 
about all. The steep stretch up from the Falls Brook 
bridge was particularly bad. Luckily, my father had 
just retired from farming and volunteered to help 
me bring the Juggernaut up to snuff. That led to his 
becoming Killington Section Trails and Shelters 
Chairman, making all the signs for the Killington 
and New York Sections and the GMC's part of the 
Appalachian Trail, and then founding the Ascutney 
Trails Association, but that is another story. 

By 1982, as reported in the April 1982 Smoke & 
Blazes, the upper part of the Juggernaut "was swal- 
lowed up by a new downhill ski area on Sherburne 
Corp.'s new Bear Mountain Area." This must have 
happened sometime after the spring of 1978, for an 
article in the March 1978 Smoke & Blazes tells of a 
good ski and snowshoe hike complete with a lunch 
stop at Ghost Camp, then consisting of two fallen- 
down sheds of the old logging camp. I had last 
hiked the Juggernaut in July 1980 and found parts 
obscured by ski trails and maintenance roads. The 
Timberlake Trail had disappeared. Smoke & 
Blazes doesn't say when the Juggernaut was for- 
mally abandoned. Does anyone know the date? It 
looks like the Juggernaut was abandoned a few 
years short of its centennial. 
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Abandoned - but not gone! It is still possible to 
follow almost the entire route of this old path. In 
August, I went up Hadley Hill Road from Route 4, 
took the switchback south, and was soon at the old 
trailhead. The first few hundred feet of the former 
trail is now a decent road to a new house, located 
north of the trail. There are still a few dark blue 
blazes left, and even a few light blue ones I proba- 
bly painted at least 25 years ago. After the promis- 
ing start, though, the trail is overgrown with sap- 
lings, badly eroded, and soon crossed at right angles 
by a woodroad that makes it hard to follow. Ifs 
hard to imagine this was passable even thirty years 
ago, but it was. My father and I once drove our VW 
pickup all the way to Falls Brook Bridge, albeit it 
with the help of some planks and rocks above the 
Juggernaut Farm site, which is where the public part 
of the road ended. 

At elevation 1660', the old road disappears under 
the bouldery embankment of the Sunrise Ski Trail, 
which continues on down to the Northeast Passage 
Ski Lodge on Route 100 in West Bridgewater. 
Heading uphill, the Sunrise Trail generally follows 
the grade of the old Juggernaut to the Sunrise Vil- 
lage condominiums. Blazes are scarce because 
most of the blazed trees were felled when the ’wide 
ski trail replaced the narrow old Juggernaut Road. 

The public Juggernaut Road ended roughly where 
the condos now stand. I found a cellarhole, proba- 
bly that of the Juggernaut Farm, in a brushy area in 
the middle of the condo development. I also lost 
the old trail there, but I picked it up again before 
reaching the site of Ghost Camp, which is now on 
the Falls Brook Ski Trail. The remains of the tar- 
paper shacks can still be seen, bulldozed over the 
edge of the ski trail, if one knows just where to 
look. I saw no trace of the former Farm and Wil- 
derness Camps' Timberlake Trail (once known as 
the Juggernaut Cutoff) however. This trail used to 
lead from the north end of the Woodward Reservoir 
in Plymouth northwest across the North and South 
Forks of Madden Brook and join the Juggernaut 
250' east of Ghost Camp 


From Ghost Camp, which is 2.3 miles up, to the 
Falls Brook Bridge, which is 2.8 miles up, the Falls 
Brook Ski Trail follows the route of the old Jugger- 
naut. Above the bridge, though, things get confus- 
ing. From the base station of the South Ridge Tri- 
ple Chairlift, the expert Roundabout Ski Trail fol- 
lows the old Juggernaut steeply uphill. The Round- 
about is so narrow that several blue-blazed trees 
remain. After the Roundabout ends, the much 
wider Wanderer Ski Trail occupies the route of the 
old Juggernaut for a ways. 

Now begins a long stretch that does not look a lot 
different from the old hiking trail, except that it 
crosses various aspects of ski development. Leav- 
ing the Wanderer, one climbs up a narrow path with 
an occasional blue blaze, crosses, then follows, 
Mountain Bicycle Trail 3, and comes out on the 
ridge between Skye Peak and Killington Peak. On 
the ridge, one eventually follows a short unmarked 
road from Trail 3 to Trail 4. Trail 4 follows the old 
Juggernaut until it diverges downhill where 
Killington's northeast flank is crossed by several ski 
trails and lifts. Between some of these cleared ar- 
eas, the old trail has disappeared in brush. It is, 
however, very visible, and indeed cleared, from the 
last ski trail west to where it hits the Long Trail just 
north of Cooper Lodge, despite our efforts to dis- 
courage casual strolls to Cooper by people who may 
abuse that lodge. The LT follows it for a few feet 
and then heads straight for Cooper. As one can see 
from a nice LT North sign a little farther west on 
the old Juggernaut, the LT used to follow the Jug- 
gernaut just a bit further before heading up to Coo- 
per. The final few feet of the old Juggernaut, which 
I don't think were ever LT, lead to the site of the 
Killington Hotel. There it used to connect with the 
Killington Carriage Road up from Brewers Comers 
on the Wheelerville Road in Mendon. Now it just 
ends in the brush about 50' east of the Bucklin Trail. 

This may be anathema to some, but I found the hike 
pleasant although most of it was on ski trails, 
maintenance roads, or mountain bike trails. Except 
for a few stretches that the bikes have eroded, the 
footing is better than it was before. Then there are 
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the views! It used to be the only views till one 
reached the old Killington Gondola were a few 
glimpses through the trees above the Falls Brook 
Bridge. The ski development has opened up many 
views. These include not only the nearby ski terrain 
(which I, for one, do not much enjoy except for the 
wildflowcrs that grow there), but also grand vistas 
over the hills eastward to Mt Cardigan, Mt Kear- 
sarge, and the other New Hampshire peaks between 
them. Maybe, with Killington’s cooperation, the old 
Juggernaut should be reopened, at least from Sun- 
rise Village to the Killington Chairlift From there, 
perhaps it should ascend directly to Killington Peak 
rather than provide too-easy access to Cooper 
Lodge. No trail clearing would be necessary, just 
blazing and si gnin g Killington could make it part 
of the Merrill Hiking Center trail network, simulta- 
neously improving its recreational offerings and 
giving us back a little of our hiking heritage. 


Please send the articles soon after the hike. 
Deadline for the next issue Is Wednesday 
January 10, 1996. Please send copy to Rob Carey, 
RR1 Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773. 


Killington Section - Green Mountain Club 
Application for Membership 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
■ will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly); Smoke and Blazes (Section quarterly with schedule of 
outings, work parties, and social events); benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section 
(Route 140 to Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail System in Vermont 

Name: 


Address: 


City, ST Zip: Phone: 


Send Application & Payment to 

Dues 



Roma Pulling, Treasurer 

Adult 

$18.00 

$9 tax deductible 

Killington Section • Green Mtn. Club 

Family 

$24.00 

$15 tax deductible 

RFD 3, Box 7269 

Individual (under 18) 

$ 6.00 


Rutland, VT 05701 

Senior (65 and over) 

$12.00 

$9 tax deductible 


Life (Section) 

$400.00 



The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 

I would also like to make a contribution of S to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 







Kllllngton Section - Creen Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule Fall 1995 

Trips leave from Main Street Park south of Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown and bring lunch unless noted. 

Non-members are wet cornel 


Wur sSrty, wxtar -resistant footgear (Seta tar waathar changes and stay wfih the leader Distances are appro nmate dfflcUty ndcatas iteapnaee and 
footing For more aiformation about a Irb. piaaaa cal tip laadar. Laadars are not naceaaarty trained in first aid. If you rtde sWh aomaona, pie an than 
car expense 


Die 


Tim* Description 

Leader 

Sun 

Oct 20 

9:00 AM PICO HIKE AND WORK PARTY Tim Welch 483-2085 

We'll repair the front, roof and privy at Pico Camp. For Section and Herb Ogden (H) 

members who are able to work, this is a good way to earn your lower 775-1 350, (W) 
dues while getting some exercise with a view. For those who would like 775-3368 

but can't work, there is a 5.8 mile moderate round trip from Sherburne 
pass to Pico Camp, which can be extended to the top of Pico Peak. 

Sat 

Nov 4 

10:00 AM COLD RIVER ROAD RELOCATION A PUNCHEON WORK PARTY 

Postponed from Oct 20 due to heavy rain 

Rob and Sue Carey 
446-2830 

|Sun 

Nov 5 

9:30 AM SHREWSBURY PEAK SHELTER 

via Black Swamp trail from N. Shrewsbury - Plymouth CCC Road. 
Roast hot dogs and marshmallows; bring your own beverage. 3.4 mi. 
moderate On your own, an optional steep 0.8 mi. round trip reaches 
373T Shrewsbury Peak 

Roma and Ai Pulling 
773-6997 

Sat 

Nov 11 

9:00 AM SARATOGA BATTLEFIELD HISTORIC PARK Sue Thomas 

New York. Visit site of Burgoyne's surrender, the most decisive 773-2185 

American victory of the Revolutionary War. Historic displays and movie 
at visitors center. Hiking distances variable. Rain date is Sun Nov 12. 

Sat 

Sun 

Nov 18 
Nov 18 

9 00 AM CLARENDON GORGE SUSPENSION BRIDGE WORK PARTY 
9:00 AM Tasks essential to preserving this key bridge include re-decking the 
bridge and controlling erosion around the abutments. Two days 

Sue Carey 
446-2830 

Sat 

Nov 18 

5:30 PM ANNUAL FALL POTLUCK 

Meet at the Ecorio-Lodga on Route 4 in Mendon Bnrg a main course, 
accompaniment, or dessert and your own utensils. Beverages 
supplied. After dinner the program will include a report by Wally 

Director on the GMC Board about developments seriously affecting the 
Sections future 

Linda Smith 
2654493 

Sun 

Dec 3 

9 00 AM MYSTERY HIKE 

Destination and route depend on snow cover and the whim of the 
Leader, the mystery will probably be solved once you get there 4 mi. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

Thur 

Dec 7 

7:30 PM OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING - Not just for Commitee Members Herb Ogden, Jr. 
Bemie Donahue s house, 50 Edgerton St , Rutland Come help plan 775-1350 

schedule for next three months or call in your suggestions. For all. Linda Smith 265-4493 

Sun 

Dec 10 

1 00 PM BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN - VIRGINIA'S CAMP 

3 mi. easy. 

Waiter Churchill Scott 
775-1494 

Sun 

Dec 17 

1:00 PM BEYOND BELLEVUE AVENUE - RUTLAND 

Explore some countryside just minutes away from our meeting place. 
Bring snowshoes if snow depth warrants them. About 2 mi. easy. 
Bring a snack but no lunch. 

Bemie Donahue 
773-7462 

Sat 

Dec 30 

9:00 AM MYSTERY HIKE 

Destination and route depend on snow cover and the whim of the 
Leader, the mystery will probably be solved once you get there. 4 mi. 

Jerry Parker 
775-6208 

Sat 

Jan 6 

4:00 PM MOONLIGHT MEANDER Herb Ogden, Jr. 

Shrewsbury from Upper Cold River Road to Governor Clement Shelter, (H) 775-1350, 
where there will be hot beverages. 2.5 mi moderate, suitable for skiing (W) 775-3366 
or walking Bring a snack if you want but no supper. 

Sat 

Jan 13 

10:00 AM WALLINGFORD AREA CROSS COUNTRY SKI 
5 mi. moderate 

Rob and Sue Carey 
446-2830 

Sat 

Jan 20 

900 AM BINGO BROOK TRAIL CROSS COUNTRY SKI 

Herb Ogden, Jr. 


Rochester and Hancock. 8 mi easy 775-1350 775-3368 (W 

Far more information about actMliaa and mambanhlp, pfoaaa contact hfta leaders or. 

Sue Carey Preedwt RR1 Be* 340. Watogford, VT 05773 440-2830 

Larry Dodda Vk*-Praariart 3 Westede CT , Waat Rufiand, VT 06777 430-5473 

Roma Pi*ng Tmerar RFC 3 Bo* 7208. Rutend, VT 05701 773-0007 


I* i MRS ROBERT 4 THELMA 

oalint??” 1 wwum wfM'Hy28/95 13--CB iss»3 

CHARLOTTE, NC 
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Section Directors Meeting 
December 7, 1995 by Sue Carey 

On December 7 a Board of Directors meeting was 
held at the Donahue's house. It was decided that the 
KilJington Section will sponsor the GMC Annual 
Meeting on June 8, 1996. We will need people to 
lead hikes and work parties. If you are interested, 
call Larry Dodds at 438-5473 or Sue Carey at 446- 
2830. 

The Killington Section Annual Meeting is 
scheduled for April 13 at the Econo-Lodge in 
Mendon. We will need officers and Board 
members for the following positions, President, 
Vice President, Main Ciub Director, Trails 6c 
Shelters Coordinator. If you arc interested in any of 
these exciting and challenging positions please let 
any Board member know. We will be happy to 
place your name on the ballot 

Lars Botzojoms and Greg Knocttner also attended 
the meeting. We learned that all of the land for the 
Rt. 140 relocation has been condemned. We hope 
to scout a new trail north of Rt 140 and have the 
relocation work started in 3 years. It is hoped that 
the Forest Service can get the road to Gov. Clement 
Shelter gated. Some beams on the Clarendon Gorge 
Bridge have been replaced. More decking work and 
cribbing work is needed. More land has been 
bought for the Pico relocation, but the route has not 
been finalized. 

I would like to thank Bemie and Martha for their 

hospitality. 


Dues are Due 

The Killington Section collects dues on a Calendar 
Year basis. Accordingly, everyone’s membership 
needs to be renewed by sending your 1996 dues to 
our treasurer Roma Pulling. The membership 
application is included in this issue 


Cold River Area Work Party 

November 4, 1995 by Rob Carey 

There were two goals of this work party. One was 
to clear a minor re-route around the washout 
between the Cold River Roads. The other was to 
pui a! puncheon on some wet spots on the rC-fCatS 
and in the field just south of the Cold River Road. 

Ruth Hare, Seth Carey and myself started working 
on the puncheons in the field, after a rather 
complicated transfer of materials in Rutland by 
Herb Ogden, Sue Carey and others. We were able 
to carry lumber across the field and build several 
puncheons by mid-morning. 

It took us a while to get to the re-route, including a 
short, steep uphill. We carried in lumber for one 
puncheon, and built it at the worst wet spot. We 
were able to drain several wet spot by digging 
drainage ditches. 

Later in the day we were joined by Mara and Sue 
Carey. We hope to complete this work in the 
spring, possibly the weekend of the GMC Annual 
Meeting. 
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Pico Camp Work Party October 29 1995 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Coleader 

The weather was worse than forecast, and the 
forecast wasn't very good, so it was a pleasant 
surprise to see seven people turn on this outing. 
Actually, once we gained some altitude and the rain 
changed to snow, the woods were pretty and no one 
got very wet. On the way down, we could even 
enjoy good long-distance views once we got out of 
the cloud that enveloped Pico Peak. 

With the kind permission of the Pico Ski Resort, we 
were able to drive up their service road almost to 
Pico Junction, where Sue Carey left out supplies. 
For a change, the rest of us rode up in comfort in a 
Blazer that handled the waterbars and mud very 
well. 

From Pico Junction, we each carried something and 
no one had to make a second trip. Once we arrived 
at Pico Camp, two of the party opted to hike down 
to Sherburne Pass and the rest continued the work 
at the camp. We lag-screwed a 14' 2x6 across the 
noni of the camp just undei ihc windows, uius 
removing the forward bulge that had developed in 
this middle-aged camp. Then we installed a 
windowsill to prevent the rain and snow from 
getting inside the wall, repaired the inside 
windowsill, tightened up the top of the door, and 
installed six 7"x9" Lexan panes where glass was 
missing. We also tried with some success to route 
the spring flow across, rather than down, the LT. 
Planned roof repairs had to wait for better weather. 

Six days before, on a beautiful Indian summer day, I 
had reblazed the Pico spur to the summit and 
cleaned out or created numerous waterbars on the 
LT between Pico Camp and Sherburne Pass. Rains 
just before had changed perhaps a quarter of it into 
a scries of brooklets and even made the Sinkhole 
overflow! This stretch of the LT still needs much 
erosion control work, though it’s not as bad as the 
first mile or so north of Cooper Lodge, where the 
LT often moonlights as a brook. 


This work party was notable for the participation of 
my neighbor Charming Bickford, age 9. He is the 
youngest person to come on a work party without 
being taken by a parent in years as far as I know. 

Shrewsbury Peak Shelter 

November 5, 1995 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

The last thing I would have let concern me the 
morning Alfred and I left for Shrewsbury Peak was 
icy roads; so of course that's what we encountered. 
After passing the old picnic pavilion site on the 
CCC Road, as we reached the bottom of a hill, we 
looked up and saw Sue Thomas's car crossways of 
the road. After maneuvering it to the side of the 
road and parking it. Sue got in our car, equipped 
with all-wheel drive, as did Pat Hannegan Besides 
ice on the road, there was about an inch of snow on 
the ground. 

Arriving at the start of the Black Swamp Road, 
which is now gated, we pared and began our hike 
up the Black Swamp Trail, which is at fust level but 
becomes gradually steeper and rougher. The side 
trail to the Shrewsbury Peak Shelter is badly 
overgrown, and on a previous hike we bushwhacked 
in. But Sue knew where to find the trail, which was 
shorter and easier. 

Alfred had packed dry wood in and soon had a 
cheery fire going, which we welcomed in what 
seemed like bitter cold temperatures although my 
thermometer showed 26°. It takes a while to get 
used to it! We got out hot dogs, rolls, ketchup, 
mustard and relish, to which Sue added potato 
chips, and we had a hearty lunch, then topped it off 
with toasted marshmallows. I was glad the return 
hike provided exercise. No one decided to hike the 
last 0.8 mile to the summit and back, leaving that 
for a warmer day, and better visibility. 

As we walked out we had discussed various ways of 
rescuing Sue from her predicament, which ranged 
from simple to drastic (calling a tow truck). In the 
end it proved simpler than expected. With Alfred 
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steering and the help of one of our hikers, Bob 
Piper, and a stranger who stopped and offered his 
assistance, Sue’s car was turned around and eased 
down to level ground. Our return trip was made 
without further incident. 


Saratoga Battlefield Historic Park 

This trip did not take place due to very high winds 
and low attendance. 


Wallingford Area Cross Country Ski 

January 13 by Rob Carey 

We had perfect snow conditions for this trip. In the 
weeks before there were several snowstorms of 
light, fluffy snow. We carpooled from Wallingford, 
taking only 4 wheel drive vehicles due to the fresh 
snow. There was almost a foot in the parking lot at 
Wallingford Pond. 


We first went to one of the three lobes of the pond. 
We stayed off the ice. On a scouting trip there was 
just enough water to ice the bottoms of Seth's skis. 
Next we doubled back and took another trail (we 
hadn't been sure it was the right one at first) that 
started a loop. With Seth continuing in the lead we 
set a brisk pace. The loop went through an open 
area, and then joined another trail north. We passed 
a trail that leads to Aldrichville and the Long Trail. 
It looked nice but we saved it for another time. 
While we were out, we saw several people from 
Wallingford who had seen the article in the Herald. 

Moonlight Meander January 6 

The Editor has received an unofficial report that 
part of this trip was cold and dark (the moon was a 
late arrival) and part was cold and light. 


Please send the articles soon after the hike. 
Deadline for the next issue is Wednesday April 
17, 1996. Please send copy to Rob Carey, RR1 Box 
340, Wallingford, VT 05773. 


Killington Section - Green Mountain Club 

Application for Membership 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly); Smoke and Blazes (Section quarterly with schedule of 
outings, work parties, and social events); benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers; and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section 
(Route 140 to Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail System in Vermont. 

Name: 


Address: 


City, ST Zip: Phone:. 


Send Application & Payment to 
Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section - Green Mtn. Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Dues 

Adult $18.00 

Family $24.00 

Individual (under 1 8) $ 6.00 
Senior (65 and over) $12.00 
Life (Section) $400.00 

calendar year basis. 


The Killington Section collects dues on a 


$9 tax deductible 
$15 tax deductible 

$9 tax deductible 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 





Killington Section 
Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule 
Winter 1996 


Trips leave from Main Street Park south of Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown and bring 
lunch unless noted. Non-members are welcomel 


Wear sturdy, water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not 
necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 


Date 

Sat 

Feb 3 

Time Description 

MOONLIGHT SKI AT HILDENE 

with Manchester section. Full moon, hot cider and popcorn. 

Leader 

Carol Cone 297-2648 

Sur 

Feb 11 

1:00 PM LEPHARTS LOOP 

Three miles, easy. Hiking, snowshoeing or skiing 

Roma and Al Pulling 
773-6997 

Sun 

Feb 18 

9:30 AM CROSS COUNTRY- EAST POULTNEY TO BIRDS EYE 

Ski or snowshoe - Moderate 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

Sat 

Feb 24 

1 0:00 AM SUMMIT OF PINE HILL TO PROCTOR Herb Ogden 

Snowshoe if snow more than 6 inches deep Good local views. 4 miles 775-1 350 evenings 
moderate. 

Sat 

Mar 2 

GROUT POND TO SOMMERSET RESERVOIR 

Cross country ski with the Manchester Section. Moderate. Call for 
details the week before 

Carol Wright 
824-5589 

Sat 

Mar 4 8 

9:3C AM MERCK FOREST 

Day hike or overnight $5.00 fee per person for overnight. We will be 
using the Lower Bam Cabin. 

Larry Dodds 
438-5473 

Sun 

Mar 24 

3:00 PM SUGAR ON SNOW PARTY 

Unitarian Church basement on West St in Rutland. Traditional sugar 
on snow, pickles, donuts. $3.00 fee 

Roma Pulling 
773-6997 

Sat 

Mar 30 

9:00 AM PICO CAMP VIA LONG TRAIL FROM SHERBURNE PASS 

An old favorite snowshoe hike with great views. 5 miles difficult. 

Herb Ogden, Jr. 
775-1350 evenings 

Sat 

Apr 13 

5:30 PM ANNUAL MEETING AND COVERED DISH SUPPER 

Econo Lodge on Route 4 in Mendon Bring a dish to share and your 
own eating utensils. Business meeting to follow supper. 

Linda Smith 
265-4493 

Sun 

Apr 21 

9:30 AM LYE BROOK FALLS 

Vermont's highest waterfall 4 miles moderate 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Sat Apr 27 9:00 AM BLUE RIDGE CAVE Jerry Parker 

5 miles moderate 775-6208 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or; 


Sue Carey 
Larry Dodds 
Roma Pulling 
Jean Davies 


President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 


RR1 Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773 
3 Westside CT., West Rutland, VT 05777 
RFD 3 Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 
Box37, Pittsford, VT 05763 


446-2830 

438-5473 

773-6997 

483-6623 
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Annual Meeting April 13, 1996 
by Jean Davies, Secretary 

President Sue Carey opened the meeting after the 
potluck supper. The Secretary's report was read and 
accepted with on e correction: The mortgage on the 
GMC Waterbury headquarters should read $90,000 
rather than $9,000 as was recorded. M/S/P Herb 
Ogden and Rob Carey 

Roma Pulling, treasurer passed out a printout 
showing that the Killington Section's accounts were 
still in the black by a small margin. [The report is 
on file with the secretary]. Rob Carey moved to 
accept the report, Ray Catozzi seconded, passed. 

Tim Welch gave a trails and Sneiters commidcc 
report. He had been able to do some maintenance 
work on the Pico and Bucklin Trails. Herb Ogden 
noted the need for new or repaired trail signs. The 
Kirk Fund can supply materials Charlie Davies has 
a router that Ray Catozzi can use to make signs. 
Sue Carey reported for the southern part. After 
three years, permission was at last given in 
November to repair the washouts on the Cold River 
Road, but it was a poor time of year to do much. 
Hopefully a June 8th work party with the GMC in 
Wallingford can do more. The main club is 
supposed to take care of the Clarendon Bridge, but 
hadn't done much. They are apparently looking into 
a non-suspension type bridge. In the meantime 
boards will be replaced. Sue Carey is keeping an 
eye on the bridge. Boy Scouts and other groups are 
helping in various places on the Long Trail. 

Rob Carey continues his work on Smoke and 
Blazes. He still hopes hike leaders will get their 
articles in promptly - right after hikes, even if they 


didn't go for some reason. Any reports sent to him 
on diskette are appreciated. 

Linda Smith gave the report from the March 
meeting of the main club. She attended as the 
alternate director from the Killington Section. One 
75 year old man and his son planned to hike end-to- 
end to raise $75,000 to go towards paying the 
mortgage on the Waterbury headquarters building. 
The main club hoped that each section might give 
$1,000 towards their building fund. The have and 
interest-free loan until October, and would like to 
pay it off before then to avoid interest charges. All 
sections which contribute $1,000 will have their 
name on a plaque. The subject of uniform dues was 
not mentioned. 

Sue Carey gave the Presidents report. The Annual 
Meeting of the Green Mountain Club will be on 
June 8, Saturday, in South Wallingford. The 
Killington Section will host the meeting and needs 
volunteers to help. Usually 90 to 1 10 people attend. 

The secretary' read a thank you note from the 
Craigue S. Perkins family acknowledging a 
memorial gift from the Killington Section in his 
name. 

I move to donate $1,000 to the Main Club to go 
towards the mortgage on their building. Motion by 
Herb Ogden, seconded by Phil Smith. Discussion 
followed. Rob Carey felt that sum was " a bit rich 
for our blood." He preferred to have our name on a 
shelter or trail. He also resented the feeling that his 
arm was being twisted by the main club. Phil 
Smith. The purpose of the $1,000 is to reduce the 
building deficit, therefore it's good to reduce it as 
quickly as possible. It might affect our dues. 


I 
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Annual Meeting Continued from page 1 

Sue Carey: Our dues aren't supposed to go towards 
the building. 

Herb Ogden: Probably paying off the mortgage 

would reduce the pressure to raise dues. We might 
want to remind the GMC that they said it would be 
relatively easy to raise money for the building. 

Rob Carey: Now there is a concentration of 
resources in the northern end of the state. 

Herb noted that our Board of Directors could vote 
to send the $1,000. Maryellen Zizis wondered if a 
token donation might be in order. The motion was 
defeated. 

”1 move the membership authorize the Board to 
make a donation of up to $1,000 to go towards 
paying the mortgage, depending on events." Motion 
by Herb Ogden, seconded by Rob Carey. Passed 
with a vote of 10 to 6. 

Nominations T arry Dodds, Ray Catozzi and Wally 
Rogers were up for election for the Board of 
Directors. However, Wally had resigned as he is in 
Madagascar. 

Herb Ogden nominated by Rob Carey, seconded by 
Linda Smith. Ray Catozzi nominated by Roma 
Pulling, seconded by A1 Pulling. Ruth Gibbud 
nominated by Herb Ogden, seconded by Janet 
Martin. All were voted in. 

The membership meeting was recessed for the 
Directors Meeting (see below) and then reconvened 
to report the election of officers. There being no 
further business, the meeting was adjourned on 
motion by Rob Carey, seconded by Sue Carey 

Directors Meeting April 13, 1996 
by Jean Davies, Secretary 

Nominations: Herb Ogden for President by Linda 
Smith, seconded by Roma Pulling, Phil Smith for 
Vice President by Jean Davies, seconded by Sue 


Carey. Jean Davies for Secretary by Roma Pulling, 
seconded by Sue Carey. Roma Pulling for 

Treasurer by Ray Catozzi, seconded by Linda 
Smith. All were voted in. 

Director and alternate director for the main club 
nominations: Phil Smith for Director by Sue Carey, 
seconded by Linda Smith. Linda Smith for alternate 
by Sue Carey, seconded by Ray Catozzi. So voted. 

A discussion followed as to who might be willing to 
take on various tasks and responsibilities. Sue 
Carey planned to lead a work group to Clarendon 
Gorge. Sue Thomas will be asked about chairing 
the Trails and Shelter Committee as long as tools 
could be stored elsewhere. Linda Smith was willing 
to continue as Outings Chair. Rob Carey will 
continue with Smoke & Blazes. Publicity - Bemie 
Donahue has been trying to get items into the 
Rutland Herald. Ruth Gibbud and Rob Carey will 
work on getting news to other publications. "I 
move to adjourn the director's meeting." Motion by 
Jean Davies, seconded by Sue Carey Passed 

Pine Hill, Rutland February 11, 1996 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

So you thought this was the date of the hike around 
Lefferts Pond in Chittenden 0 You're right. But 
your leaders know that Wildcat Road, w'here the 
pond is located, is in a different climate zone, and 
what fell as rain in Rutland was probably freezing 
rain or snow in Chittenden. So we mad a last- 
minute change and decided to save Lefferts Pond 
for another hike schedule. 

Alfred and I were joined at the park by Jerry Parker 
and Pat Hannegan. We breathed a sigh of relief to 
see Jerry and gladly turned over leadership 
responsibilities to him. Jerry is familiar with the 
various trails, some of which are not on the map, 
whereas with us it would be like the blind leading 
the blind. 

This area was new to Pat: so we started by walking 
to the old stone crusher, in recent years a teen-age 
hangout but operated for about 20 years leading up 
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to World War II to process rock used in 
construction of concrete highways. From there we 
walked to Rock}' Pond and then Muddy Pond, 
where we saw a beaver lodge. We traversed other 
trails, finishing our hike on a branch between 
Watkins Avenue and the end of Evergreen Avenue, 
where we had parked our car. This trail was icy in 
spots whereas conditions throughout the park were 
generally good. 

We spotted on other hiker and his dog, but most 
surprising, on the old auto road we met two young 
fellows on trail bikes! As there was two inches of 
soft snow on the ground, I thought walking was the 
better choice. 

Thanks, Jen}’, for your help. We couldn't have 
done it without you. 


Deepfreeze in the Dark January 6 1996 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

When I billed this as a Moonlight Cross Country’ 
Ski, I envisioned a leisurely ski in the dusk along 
the old Shrewsbury town road to Governor Clement 
Shelter, a long, convivial snack in front of a roaring 
fire in the shelter's big indoor fireplace, and a nice 
ski out in the light of the rising moon. As readers 
may note from the title, and as at least one hiker 
repeatedly noted at the time, it didn't work out that 
way. 

The problem was the temperature, which had sunk 
into the teens below zero by the time we started It 
gave the eight hikers and walkers a strong — indeed, 
overpowering — incentive to hurry along to keep 
warm. To be sure, I tried to slow us down some by 
getting the Saab stuck in a ditch while parking just 
off the Upper Cold River Road and trying to avoid 
backing over one of the group. Alas, even the 
diversion of hauling my car out of the ditch did not 
last long enough to delay our arrival at Governor 
Clement until the promised moon rose. 

At Governor Clement, we tarried just long enough 
for a brief snack. No fire: we concluded we'd freeze 
before we could get one going. Since it wasn't 


getting any warmer, we marched or skied back veiy 
bnskly. Consequently, we were almost all the way 
back to the cars by the time the moon rose. At least 
it was a pretty sight on the drive home. 

Next time 111 have to start late enough so that we'll 
have moonlight no matter how fast we go. 
Apologies in the meantime! 


Bingo Brook Ski Trip January 20 1996 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

Although the weather was beautiful for this cross 
country’ ski trip, no one except the leader showed up 
for it. The January thaw and rain had eaten away 
most of the fine snow cover we had had since early 
December, and what remained was crusty. Up in 
Rochester and Hancock, Bingo Brook gets enough 
snow so the skiing would probably have been 
decent, at least with Blue Klisler, but no one wanted 
to find out. 


Pine Hill Top February 24, 1996 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

The day of this excursion dawned miserable and 
rainy. One person called to ask if we were going 
anyway. I said I would go if anyone showed up but 
hoped no one would No one did. I thank all those 
who didn't. 


Pico Camp "Snowshoe” Hike March 30, 1996 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

Only one other person showed up for this outing, 
but we had enough fun to go round for several 
more. The weather was clear and seasonable: cold 
and crusty for the morning ascent, but warmer and 
almost slushy on the afternoon descent. So many 
others had snowshoed up to Pico Camp that 
snow’shoes were not needed, we rarely broke 
through the crust. 

We thought w’e saw’ hare tracks and, above the first 
switchback, one moose track. Though the snow 
w’as only half a foot deep at Sherburne Pass, there 
was around three feet at Pico Camp, where we 
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lunched after a two hour ascent The camp was in 
fine shape except that the roofing sheet that had 
pulled back still needs fixing. Despite this winter's 
high winds, there were only one large blowdown 
and a few small ones. A fine outing! 


Please send the articles soon after the hike. 
Deadline for the next issue is Monday Jnly 15, 
1996. Please send copy to Rob Carey, RR1 Box 
340, Wallingford, VT 05773. 


Killington Section - Green Mountain Club 
Application for Membership 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/wc 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly); Smoke and Blazes (Section quarterly with schedule of 
outings, work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers; and a membership card Dues and efTorts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section 
(Route 140 to Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail System in Vermont. 

Name: 


Address: 


City, ST Zip: Phone: 


Send Application & Payment to 

Dues 



Roma Pulling, Treasurer 

Adult 

$18.00 

$9 tax deductible 

Killington Section - Green Mtn. Club 

Family 

$24.00 

$15 tax deductible 

RFD 3, Box 7269 

Individual (under 1 8) 

$ 6.00 


Rutland, VT 05701 

Senior (65 and over) 

$12.00 

$9 tax deductible 


Life (Section) 

$400.00 



The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 

I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 



Killington Section Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule Spring and Summer 1996 

Trips leave from Main Street Park south of Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown and bring 
lunch unless noted. Non-members are welcome! 


Wear sturdy, water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing For more information about a trip, please call trip leader Leaders are not 
necessarily trained in first aid If you ride with someone, please share car expense 


Date 


Time Description 

Leader 

Sat 

May 4 

10:00 AM DELECTABLE MTN AREA 

Barnard, Old roads, past long abandoned farms and Chamberlin 
cemetary 

Herb Ogden 
775-1350 evenings 

Sat 

May 18 

1:00 PM LEFFERTS POND LOOP 

Chittenden; 3 miles easy 

Roma and Al Pulling 
773-6997 

Sat 

May 25 

10:00 AM MYSTERY WILD FLOWER HIKE 

Easy, short mileage 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

Sat 

June 1 

9 00 AM WORK PARTY - RT 140 TO UPPER COLD RIVER ROAD 

Spring maintenance, tools & materials provided 

Rob & Sue Carey 
446-2830 

Sat 

June 8 

9 00 AM GMC ANNUAL MEETING - GRANGE IN SOUTH WALLINGFORD 

Hear and act on reports and possible uniform dues action See LT 
News for full details or just come. 

Rob & Sue Carey 
446-2830 

Sat 

June 15 

1:00 PM VIEW POINT ON PINE HILL; ROCKY POND AND MUDDY POND 

Rutland; Interesting wildlife and vegetation. Need waterproof boots 3 
miles moderate 

Chanrxng Bickford 773-1794 

Herb Ogden 
775-1350 evenings 

Sat 

June 22 

8:30 PM BUCK MT FROM PILOT KNOB T RAILHEAD - MEET AT 
MCDONALDS IN FAIR HAVEN 

Note meeting place. Beautiful views of Lake George, and with luck, 
biue berries 

Phil & Linda Smith 
265-4493 

Thu 

June 27 

7 30 PM SCHEDULING MEETING AT HERB OGDENS 

Help us plan the next schedule 

Herb Ogden Jr 
775-1350 evenings 

Sun 

June 30 

9:00 AM WORK PARTY; RT 4 TO GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER 

Come clip, prune, saw, tnm and paint, or come to hike Mileage will 

Herb Ogden, Jr. 
775-1350 evenings 

Sat 

July 6 

9 30 AM JOINT HIKE WITH BREADLOAF SECTION - NOTE MEETING PLACE Mar Harrison 
Long Trail from Rt 140 to Rt 103. Meet at Rt 103 Parking Lot 5 miles, 352-1074 
moderate 

Sat 

July 13 

1 00 PM CHILDRENS MYSTERY HIKE 

2 miles, easy 

Jerry Parker 
775-6208 

Sun 

July 14 

8 30 AM THREE POND LOOP 

Stratton, Bourne, and Branch Ponds 9 miles moderate 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

Sat 

July 20 

9:00 AM MOUNT EQUINOX 

Manchester 6 miles difficult 

Bill Robichaud 
775-2567 

Sun 

July 21 

9 00 AM CLARENDON GORGE BRIDGE WORK PARTY 

Alternate meeting time and place 9.30 at Rt 103 parking lot. 

Rob & Sue Carey 
446-2830 

Sat 

July 27 

9:00 AM MYSTERY HIKE 

Interesting and informative moderate hike 

Jean Davies 
483-6623 

Sat 

Aug 3 

9:00 AM ROCK WATERBAR WORKSHOP - MEET AT SHERBURNE PASS 

Note meeting place Learn how to make long lasting drainage aids 

Dave Hardy 
244-7037 

For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or; 

Herb Ogden President 20 Birchwood Ave, Rutland, VT 05701 775-1350 

Phil Smith Vice-President 9A Capitol Hill, Fair Haven, VT 05743 265-4493 



Roma Pulling Treasurer RFD 3 Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 773-6997 

Jean Davies Secretary Box37, Pittsford, VT 05763 483-6623 



Roma E Pulling 

3 Box 7269 
and VT 05701-9260 
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32 USA 
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Lefferts Loop May 18, 1996 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

After postponing our Lefferts Pond hike in February 
because of wintry driving conditions, Alfred and I 
decided on this date in May. It proved to be a good 
choice. Although it was mostly cloudy, it was dry 
and warm. Six other hikers met us at the park at 
1PM and we were off. 

From Wild Cat Road we parked our cars where the 
road to Lefferts Pond is gated It's possible to drive 
a short distance on this road to a recreation area 
near the dam, but the road is rough and we chose to 
walk. Beyond the first dam is a second, where the 
waters of Chittenden Reservoir can be seen to the 
west. In this area Central Vermont Public Service 
Corporation used to maintain a vacation cottage. 
Only the chimney now remains. 

From this point the road continues north some 
distance our of sight of the pond, and they swings 
east and south until the pond is again visible to the 
west. We had expected this part of the road to be 
churned into mud up to our ankles due to recent 
rains and logging activities, but it was surprisingly 
dry and the walking easy. 

Although this outing had not been listed as a 
wildflower hike, we found many lovely ones: red 
and painted trilliums, spring beauties, dog tooth 
violets, purple and white violets, Dutchman's 
breeches, wild oats and gold thread. One painted 
trillium, in spite of its name, had four leaves and 
four petals. We dubbed it a quadrillium. This was 
the second time I had seen this variation. The 
elusive moose which has been spotted at the pond 
did not put in an appearance. 


The logging road connects with Wild Cat Road east 
of where our cars were parked, and we followed it 
back to our starting point. 


Mystery Hike July 27, 1996 by Jean Davies 

Mystery Hike up Beaver Pond trail in the 
Chittenden Brook Campground 

Eight of us met by the fire station to car pool over 
Brandon Gap to the Chittenden Brook Campground. 
Leaving our cars we hiked up the 2.3 miles of dirt 
road to the camp sites. Picking up the Beaver Pond 
Trail there, we had a fine hike along the brook. 
Surprisingly, we weren't bothered by bugs. 

We ate lunch at the pond while watching an aerial 
o:spiay cy cedar wax wings caicmng iiuecis ou die 
wing They missed some, since we did need some 
bug repellent here. While some of the group were 
pleased to discover moose tracks at the pond, they 
were equally pleased not to see the owner. Neither 
did we see any beaver - just their excellent dam. 

Our return route went parallel to the road on a 
pleasant trail through the woods near the brook, we 
counted the blow-downs on this trail as suggested by 
one of the Forest Rangers who told us that their 
staff has been reduced to three, so they haven't had 
time to walk all the trails, much less work on them. 
Our part of train maintenance, therefore, consisted 
of a phone call rather than saws/shovel work - a 
much easier method. Correction: Sue Thomas did 
do some trail work, hacking down enough nettles on 
the trail to make hiking easier for those of us in 
shorts. 

Even though some trail work is needed, it is easily 
passable. This is a very- pleasant hike, even on hit 
days 
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Abandoned Barnard May 4, 1996 
by Herb Ogden Jr. Leader 

This outing took us to an area of Barnard which 
began to be abandoned earlier than most of mid- 
Vermont's hill farm areas, probably because it 
suffered from a combination of unusual remoteness 
and a short growing season caused by high 
elevation. The Leader is no expert on soils, but 
maybe fertility was a factor also. 

Leaving the road from Barnard to Chateauguay in 
the upper valley of Locust Creek, we headed up 
Delectable Mountain on an abandoned public road. 
This used to lead over the mountain to Barnard 
School District No. 2 and on down to the Stony 
Brook road north of Notown, in Stockbridge, and it 
is shown on the 1 869 Atlas of Windsor County, by 
F. W. Beers. We passed four old cellarholes on the 
north and a couple on the south Only two still 
show on the 1869 atlas and the U.S. Geological 
Survey’s first quadrangle of 1911. More 
surprisingly, even the oldest map, from 1856, does 
not show all of them 

Maybe some of the farms were abandoned in 1816 
("Eighteen Hundred and Froze to Death") and had 
fallen down by 1 856. Apparently District No. 2 was 
cut off from the rest of Barnard by 1911, because 
the 1911 map show's only a dead end road leading 
up from Stony Brook to School No. 2 on the west 
side of Delectable Mountain and another up from 
Locust Creek dead-ending at the one farm left on 
the east side of the mountain. As participants in a 
1995 hike know, and as the Leader rues, the old 
road is obscure where it crosses Delectable 
Mountain in a 2320’ pass. 

At a clearing just under the 2000' elevation, 
opposite an old school bus once used as a camp, we 
turned just about due north from the old road, 
following a woodroad that is now a snowmobile 
trail. After a little climb, we passed west of a 
sizable cellarhole, probably the one the 1856 map 
shows as "J. Tully" and the 1 869 map show's as C.C. 
Simmons." From there on the path became so steep 


we assumed that Tully and Simmons would not 
have used it much for wheeled traffic, preferring the 
road we had followed in. Enormous hoofpnnts 
showed moose had used it recently, though 

Around 2240’ we crossed an east-west ridge. The 
present U.S.G.S. quadrangle shows a trail leading 
northeast from there, but we saw no sign of one, 
even though the trees were not leafed out at all. 
Descending gently, we saw our first sign of 
civilization since the Tully or Simmons place: a 
short stone wall east of the road, leading from 
nowhere to nowhere Immediately crossing a 
stream at 2050', we passed just west of the highest 
cellarhole on the trip. The 1869 atlas shows it as 
the "C. Hathan" place, at the end of a poor road off 
the Smith Hill Road It did not lie in the Smith Hill 
school district, however, but rather in the district 
whose school stood near where our hike began. If 
Hathan had children, they must have had a very 
backwoods walk to school indeed. 

At about 1900', maybe 300' north of another stream, 
lay the sizable remains of what was the A. Aikens 
place m 1859. Neither this nor uiC lluthan piacc 
show on the 1856 map, thus casting some doubt on 
my idea that the highest farms were abandoned 
first. Here, we turned almost due east on a road that 
no map shows, walking through an almost flat area. 
After we crossed a stream, stone walls reappeared, 
and soon we passed just north of a cellarhole shown 
on no map Descending easterly, we soon found 
ourselves just north of a second cellarhole. The 
1856 map appears to show this as the H. 
Chamberlin place but does not show the road to it. 
The 1 869 map shows neither the place nor any road 
to it. The 1911 map shows both. A history of 
Barnard published around 1930 calls this the 
Lemuel Chamberlin farm. Jerry Parker pointed out 
plaster and lath, so the place must have stood till 
fairly recently. Maybe whoever owned the place in 
1869 was an unfriendly recluse whom the Beers 
Atlas surveyor eschewed. 

The Chamberlin Cemetery was the last highlight of 
the hike. It lies about 300’ south of the Chamberlin 
foundation, next to a north-south stone wall, at the 
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edge of a deep ravine. The Vermont Old 
Cemeteries Association says there are four marked 
but unfenced graves. We found only three: an old 
couple and apparently a child. Sue Thomas was 
equipped to take a rubbing so we could read the 
child’s inscription, but rain was falling by then, so 
we never did read it. At least we did better than the 
last hike that was supposed to reach this cemetery, 
which, thanks to this Leader, did not come within a 
mil'* of it. 

After a short dip in the old road, we reached a 
modem home at the end of a barely passable road, 
with a nice view south over a man-made pond. We 
tramped down the road in the rain, passing a single 
very recent memorial stone, reached the 
Chateauguay Road again, and walked south to the 
car Mild weather, a little sun, and a lot of history 
made this a nice outing despite the rain at the end 

Lowland Walk-through June 1, 1996 
by Herb Ogden Jr. Leader 

Eight people turned out on a beautiful day to ready 
the 3CUu:'ni , ji Ok* i jCvtuo Oi «***e T mil 
for the hiking season. After much milling around 
and trying to figure out how to get people to the 
trail with the minimum of driving, we finally 
formed three groups. One handled the trail from 
Wallingford Gulf (Vt. 140) to Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter, one did from Minerva Hinchey to Vt. 103, 
one did from Vt. 103 to the Lottery Road, and Jeny 
Parker got rid of all the larger blowdowns from 
Wallingford Gulf to Vt. 103. The southernmost 7.2 
miles of our section is now in excellent shape, 
except for missing trail signs and a few wet places, 
notably near Spring Lake and south of the Lottery 
Road. 

Rutland Herald reporter Kristin Bloomer helped not 
only by clearing some trail but also by writing a fine 
article about the GMC and the Long Trail. It was 
complete with a silhouetted photo of the Leader, 
pick-mattock and saw in hand, surveying the view 
from Clarendon Lookout. Many thanks to Kristin 
and the Herald ! 


At Clarendon Shelter, we were happy to see that 
shelter adopter Max Carleton had the place in good 
shape and had reopened and glazed the back 
window, shedding more light on the table and 
reducing the cave effect. He even built a sheltered 
box to keep wood dry outside the shelter. A family 
was about to spend the night there and enjoy the 
fruits of Max’s labor. 

This day's work party covered only a total of 7.2 
miles out of the 12.1 we meant to cover. The 
remaining 4.9 miles from the Lottery Road to 
Governor Clement Shelter went begging that day. 
Moral: WE NEED MORE HELP! If you’re an able- 
bodied Section member who hasn't done anything 
for the Section but pay dues - which are much less 
than At-Large dues — please help the Section earn 
the dues discount it receives for maintaining a 
section of the Long Trail. 


Annual Meeting Work Party June 9, 1996 
by Herb Ogden Jr. 

Or? »h- ^ay after the Killmgton Section hosted the 
GMC Annual Meeting in South Wallingford, 
several Section members and others showed up to 
reroute the Long Trail at a bank cave-in overlooking 
a branch of the Cold River between the Lower and 
Upper Roads in Shrewsbury. Once the group 
discarded the bog-besotted plans of the U.S. Forest 
Service and GMC Headquarters and relocated the 
relocation to terra firm a, the work went smoothly. 
The trail is now safely back from the edge of the 
abyss. The group also installed some needed 
puncheon south of the Upper Road. 

On this day and later, a couple of informal work 
parties cleared and brushed the trail all the way 
between the Lower and Upper Cold River Roads 
and did some drainage south of the latter. 

Of the lowland part of our section, that leaves only 
the stretches from the Lottery Road to the Lower 
Cold River Road and from the Upper Cold River 
Road to Gov. Clement Shelter not accounted for. 
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Pine Hill, Rocky Pond, Muddy Pond 

June 15, 1996 by Herb Ogden Jr. Co-Leader 

This outing was planned and co-led by Charming 
Bickford, our youngest Junior Member. I forgot to 
nab him to write this article before he left for camp, 
so this is an abbreviated account. 

Eight members and guests started into the City of 
Rutland's Pine Hill Park the usual way, from 
Evergreen Avenue. Soon, however, we turned to 
the right off the road to Rocky Pond and went under 
the power line to the World War Two era stone 
crusher. After admiring the view south to White 
Rocks, we started up the old white-blazed trail just 
south of the stone crusher, but then turned off to the 
right and, after a short climb, emerged on the rim of 
the stone quarry. And there was the view Channing 
had told about: a fine panorama of Rutland and, 
behind it, the Coolidge Range. This is the best view 
I know of from Pine Hill. 

We then did a very short bushwhack to rejoin the 
white-blazed trail, which led up to the Rocky Pond 
road. Older hikers told the younger ones about the 
days when the city maintained a bathing beach a\ 
Rocky Pond, complete with parking lot and 
changing cabins. The pond seemed unusually full 
There was probably some connection with the 
beaver lodge we saw near the east end. 

From Rocky Pond, we followed the woodroad past 
old fireplace sites to a junction above Muddy Pond 
The left fork eventually leads to Proctor; we took 
the right. After descending to the shore of Muddy 
Pond for a view of that actually very pretty place, 
we crossed its outlet with some difficulty and hiked 
down the woodroad to the power line crossing 
above the country club. There, we faced our 
greatest challenge: re-crossing the Muddy Pond 
outlet brook and negotiating the muddy mess 
beyond. Fortunately, we found some things to use 
as stepping stones, including p>art of an abandoned 
ATV. After a hike up a skooshy track, we were 
back at the stone crusher and near the end of a good 
outing. 


Parkers Gore Work Party June 30, 1996 
by Herb Ogden Jr. Leader 

Only four people showed up for this one, but that 
was just enough to get the job done on the Long 
Trail between Gov. Clement Shelter and 
Shrewsbury Peak Jet. Jerry Parker with chainsaw 
and clippers, Dave Gilmore with new heavy-duty 
bypass lopjpers, Eric Deutschbein with new (at it 
turned out, not-so) heavy-duty anvil loppers, and I 
with bow saw and axe got the whole three mile 
stretch properly brushed out and cleared of 
blowdowns for the first time in at least ten years. 
The Section had done a decent job with most of the 
stretch before, but the mile or so south of 
Shrewsbury Peak Jet., being the most remote, 
always eluded us and never got a proper brushing 
out. We didn't fix the wet spots near Government 
Brook, but they are at least tolerable. 

We were delighted by the fine work that shelter 
adopter Roy Arthur had recently done at Gov. 
Clement Shelter. He gave it a whole new roof, new 
rafters rew pillars in front, an H a eO"p*'' ofjnstic 
benches, too. Hikers who had sptent a rainy night 
there reported no leaks. Since hats are no longer 
needed indoors to keep the rain off our heads, hats 
off to Roy for a beautiful job! 

The whole day was foggy at best and rainy at worst, 
but we all concluded it probably was more 
comfortable than if it had been hot and sunny. As it 
was, we stayed reasonably cool and encountered 
absolutely no bugs. The next time a w'alk-through 
is scheduled and it looks like rain, come anyway — 
you may enjoy it! 

About a dozen hikers passed us, most headed north. 
At least one was on his way from Georgia to Maine 
on the Appalachian Trail. Several thanked us for 
our work. 


New Editor sought for Smoke & Blazes. Deadline 
for the next issue is October 1. 
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Rutland, VT 05701 
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Brenda Douglas 
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David Char nock 
RR #1, Box *3707 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Norman Cohen 
26 Uest Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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9 Sunset Drive 
Rutland. VT 05701 
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69 Temp la Street 
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16 GARDEN ST. 
PROCTOR, VT 05765 




David Gilmore 
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Wallingford, VT 05773 


Patricia Hanneaan 
50 Nichols Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Rutland, VT 05701-3256 
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RUTLAND, VT 05701 
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ARNOLD DISTRICT ROAD 
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BRANDON. VT 05733 


Susan L.beck 
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West Haven, VT 05743 


Clare Mangine 
3080 South Street 
Coventry, CT 06238 
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Greenville. SC 29615-5912 


Willard Johnson 

2393 FI so Road 

Abilene, KS 67410-6949 


David Keller 
3 Albert Cree Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Tamsin Knox 
Kent Yucel 
P. 0. Box #62 


DAVID S. MARTIN 
P.0. BOX 324 
SAUYER HILL ROAD 
MOUNT HOLLY, VT 05758 


MR l MRS JOHN t, JANET MARTIN 
7 CURTIS AVE 
RUTLAND, VT 05701 


Chuck 2. Charlene McGill 
33 Greenwood Lane 
Westford, VT 05494 


Mary McNeil 

6 Benson Lane 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 


MARJORIE V. ME ANY 
300 N. GROVE ST. #19 
RUTLAND. VT 05701 


Alan Montaque 

16 Mt. Fleasant Drive 

Brandon, VT 05733 


Erin O’Neil 

HCR #65. Box #56 

Killington, VT 05751 


Herbert G. i Hannah Ogden. Jr. 
Catherine Thomas 
20 Birchwood Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701-3605 


SALLY V. OLDENBURG 
RR 3 BOX 4635 
RUTLAND, VT 05701 
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Erling & Connie Omland 
RR2 Box 8503 
Rutland, VT 05701 


June 1 Sieafried Osowski t Family 
P. 0. Box #577 
liendon, VT 05701 


Gerald Parker 
RT 1, Box 586 
Cutt ingsvi 1 1 s . 


VT 


0573S 


Mr . i Mrs. Robert i Thelma Perkins 
RC #34, Box #8165 
Turnpike Road, Hendon 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Mark Pettrone 
86 Mt, View Dr we 
Aver ill Park, NY 


15018 


Charlotte Schwartz 
P. 0. Box #157 
Rumney, NK 03566-0157 


Churchill Scott 
RR #3, Box #4869 
Rutland. VT 05701 


MARILYN SHELDON 
RT. 1, BOX 8145 
UEST RUTLAND. VT 05777 


JOAN SIBLEY 
RFD, BOX 135 
KEIFFER ROAD 

CUTTJNGSV1LLE. VT 05738 


B. Phillip t Linda Smith 

9 -A Capitol Hill 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 


Don 6 Diane Phillip* 

RD #1, Box #503 

Cutt ingsvi lie, VT 05738 


Jesse Smith 
RD #3, Box #4496 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Pat Pranqer 
RR #5, Box #192C 
Wallingford. VT 


05773-9718 


Ann Southworth 5 Family 
RR #5. Box #8030 
Hendon, VI 05701-9802 


Roma 5 A1 Pullino 
RR #3. Box #7569' 
Rutland, VT 05701 


Ernest Swanson 
RR #2. Box #8856 
18 Sunset Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Aaron Penning 
17 East North Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 15020 


George Reynolds 
P. 0, Box #83 
Springfield, VT 


SUE THOMAS 
27 CLINTON AVE 
RUTLAND, VT 


05701 


05156-0083 


Bob Trotta 
32 Rte . 103 South 
Ludlow. VT 05149-9777 


Wendy Rieger 
60 Elm Street 
Rutland, VT 


05701 


Jeffrey Trubisz 

66 Haskell Street, Apt. #2U 

Beverly, MA 01915-2146 


WILLIAM ROBICHAUD 
F.O. BOX 457 
RUTLAND. VT 05701 


Albert Tufano 
RR #1, Box #1055 
Cuttingsvi 1 le, VT 


05738 


Wally Rogers 

RR #2. Bo;: #5370 

Cast leton, VT 05735 


ROBERT i ANN VALE 
PO BOX 1565 

CASTLETON, VT 05735 


Ellen B. Russell 
10 Tenney Brook Court 


Carolyn Waldhauer 
RR #1, Box #679 

i 
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DAVID P WRIGHT 
PO BOX 1001 

1 MIDDLETOWN SPRINGS. VT 05757 


{ 

Marvel ten Zins 
122 Nichols Street 
( Wllfsunqtor,, MA 01887 




{ 

l he Greex-v Plcc >it<7vr) CuAj 

"Rhe. 100 TiRi B:* (cSO 
UiiferbLO, C-Vr ^ \f T 056:77 






Mrs Roma E Pulling 

RR 3 Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701-9260 




Mr. £. Mrs. Robert & Thelma Perkins 
RC #34, Box #3163 
Turnpike Road, Mendon 
Rutland. VT 05701 



KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE 

Trips letvr from Man Street Pari south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, wear sturdy water 
resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. 

For more information about a trip, please caD trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid If you tide with someone, please share car 
expense. Non-members are welcome! 


Saturday 10 August, 1 p.m Leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 

SEVENTH ANNUAL TACON1C MOUNTAINS RAMBLE, Hubbardton. Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling 
meadows with views north, south, east and west, a Japanese garden, and other goodies. Wine and cheese on the 
lawn afterward. 2 to 5 mi. easy to moderate; walkers can leave the group at several different points and wait on 
the iawn for the rest, i jo iunch. Rain date is i i August, call the Leader it in doubt. 

Saturday 17 August, 1 p.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 
CHILDREN MYSTERY’ HIKE, 2 mi easy 

Saturday 17 August, _ a m. Leader: Corky Magoon 878-2035 

SNAKE MOUNTAIN, Addison. JOINT HIKE WITH BURLINGTON SECTION. Grand views of Champlain 
Valley and Adirondack^. 900' climb 4 mi moderate. 

Sunday 18 August, 10 a m Leader Sue Thomas 773-2185 

SOUTH (NOYES) POND, Chittenden Hike from Wildcat Road to mountain pond down slope from the Long 
Trail. Bring hot dogs and bathing suits. 4 mi. moderate with some steep sections. 

Saturday 24 August, 10 a m. Leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 

SECOND ANNUAL FALLS OF LANA RAMBLE, Salisbury and Leicester. One of the most spectacular 
waterfalls in Vermont, a panoramic view of Lake Dunmore, an enchanted sort of forest, and a mountain lake 
encircled by white birch. 3 mi moderate Good family excursion. Walk to Silver Lake optional, swimming there 
or in Lake Dunmore possible afterward. Rain date 25 August; call the Leader if in doubt. 

Saturday 7 September, 8:30 a m. Leader: Bill Robichaud 775-2567 

MOUNTAIN OR CROSS BIKE TOUR, Along Green Mountain Spine, Goshen, Ripton. and Lincoln back 
country. Moderate climbs, 32 miles. Rain date, September 8. 

Saturday 14 September, 9 a m. Leader. Herb Ogden 775-1350 

WORK PARTY, destination to be determined by weather and hikers' complaints. 

Tools, materials, and instruction provided. If you can walk, you can help. Come help the Killington Section 
members keep the right to pay part of their dues in sweat, not money. 

Sunday 22 September, 9 a m. Leader; Sue Thomas 773-2185 
BREADLOAF AREA Moderate, call for details 

Thursday 26 September, 7:30 p.m. Chair: Linda Smith 265-4493 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE MEETING at Herb Ogden's house, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland (comer of Wallace 
Ave., off Lafayette St., which is two blocks east of Main St. and south of Woodstock Ave.) Come help plan 
schedule for next three months or call in your suggestions to the Chair or the meeting host at 775- 1350. For 
Outing Committee members and all others interested. 

Saturday 28 September, 9 a m Leaders Roma and Al Pulling 773-6997 


APPALACHIAN TRAIL ALONG CONNECTICUT RATR AT NORWICH TO TRECOTT ROAD 
HANOVER 5.6 mi. moderate with some road walking. 


5 October, Saturday, 10 a m. Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350 

SHREW SBUR^ PEAR TO W OODW ARD RESERVOIR Shrewsbury and Plymouth. Black Sw amp trail to 
Newfound Shelter and Shrewsbury Peak for great south, east, and west views. Return via Farm & Wilderness 
Camps' Second Day Trail through beautiful woods past Smith Peak and some fine Plymouth overlooks to the 
Woodward Reservoir on Route 100. 5 mi., difficult on account of steep descent in last mile or so. 


12 October, Saturday, 8:30 a.m. at McDonalds on Vt Route 22 A in ^air Haven, 
not at usual meeting place. Leaders: Linda and Phil Smith 265-4493 

BLACK MOUNTAIN LOOP, east of Lake George, New Y ork. 7.5 mi difficult. Spectacular views of Lake 
George, and the surrounding Adirondacks. 


20 October, Sunday, 1 p.m Leader: Jean Davies 483-6623 

HISTORIC PITTSFORD. Tour Pittsford with the help of a leader of the Pittsford Historical Society and see 
things you never knew were there! 2-3 mi. easy. 

26 October, Saturday, Call for details Leader: Dot Myer 863-2433 

ABBY POND AND BUSHW ACK TO BEAVER PONDS . Joint hike with Burlington Section 5.5 mi. 


Kllllnfjton Section - Green Mountain Club 
Application for Membership 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that I/we 
will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly); Smoke and Blazes (Section quarterly with schedule of 
outings, work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters with 
caretakers; and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section 
(Route 140 to Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail System in Vermont 

Name: 

Address: 


City, ST Zip: Phone: 

Send Application & Payment to Dues 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer Adult $18.00 

Killington Section - Green Mtn. Club Family $24.00 

RFD 3, Box 7269 Individual (under 18) $ 6.00 

Rutland, VT 05701 Senior (65 and over) $12.00 

Life (Section) $400.00 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 

I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 


$9 tax deductible 
$15 tax deductible 

$9 tax deductible 



The Few and the Muddy Sept. 14, 1996 
by Herb Ogden, Jr., Leader 

The turnout for this work party was disappointingly 
small, but its accomplishments were not. Killington 
Section members Herb Ogden, Mark Pettrone, A1 
Pulling, and Bill Robichaud (listed in order of 
alphabet, not of accomplishment) were joined by 
GMC Director of Field Programs Lars Botzojoms 
and GMC Coolidge RangeCaretaker Melissa Smith 
for a day of work on about a half mile of the Long 
Trail north of Cooper Lodge. Thanks to the 
Killington Ski Resort, which again let us use the 
Killington Chairlift free of charge, we rode up and 
down in comfort and could spend almost all our 
time at work rather than traveling to work 

As far as I know, this part of the trail had seen no 
real drainage work for at least the last ten years, and 
it showed. What few waterbars we found were 
totally silted up, and little brooks made the trail a 
Footbath in the Wilderness. We dug ditches and 
built rock waterbars to persuade most of these 
brooks to flow across the trail rather than down it. 
To build one waterbar, we had to move a huge rock 
that three men had trouble handling. We also 
became immersed in our work, hence the titleof this 
article. 


Wheelock Street up a gradual rise, rounds a comer 
past the Hanover Inn, parallels North Main Street, 
turns left on Lebanon Street and finally enters the 
woods after skirting an athletic field. 

We had left Rutland with four other hikers who met 
us at the park, took a wrong turn when reaching 
Norwich and executed a complete circle before 
leaving one car in a turnout on the New Hampshire 
side of the bridge. We took another car and left it 
in a parking area at the other end of our route on 
East Wheelock Street and returned to the bridge to 
start hiking. 

We had hoped to stop for lunch at Velvet Rocks 
Shelter and turned off on the loop trail supposedly 
leading there, but after several minutes of fruitless 
searching we admitted we weren't going to be able 
to find it and settled down near Ledyard Spring to 
eat. At this point one hiker had to leave us to keep 
a commitment. 

From the spring the trail ascends very steeply over a 
knob, crosses ledges and follows a logging road 
before crossing through a swamp on an elevated 
path and bridge The last of our route was a 
straightaway through a very scenic stand of 
evergreens. 


Appalachian Trail, Hanover Sept. 28, 1996 
by Roma Pulling 

A popular conception of a trail is a foot path 
through a roadless area, and this is often true But 
the Appalachian Trail is sometimes blazed along a 
roadway or even through the center of town. This 
technique is demonstrated in Hanover, where after 
crossing the Connecticut River over the bridge 
connecting it with Norwich, the trail follows West 


The weather was cloudy when we left Rutland. A 
few rays of sun shone through on the drive to our 
trailhead, but during our hike it was cloudy and 
threatening. Our luck held, and no rain fell until we 
were in our cars and headed home. On the wooded 
par of the trail we met three other hikers. 


Deadline for the next issue is January 2. Send to 
Rob Carey; RRl Box 340; Wallingford VT 05773. 
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Mrs Roma E Pulling 

Box 7269 RIO 3 
Rutland VT 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE, FALL-WINTER 1996-97 


Trips leave from Main Street Park south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, 
wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are njit necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Non-metnbers are welcome! 


Sunday 3 November, 1 p.m. Leaders: Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 
THIRD ANNUAL SENIOR SHUFFLE. 3 mi. easy walk. 

Sunday 10 November, 1 p.m. Leader: Bemie Donahue 773-7462 

RUTLAND CITY AND ROCKY POND. Tour historic Rutland sites on the way to Rocky Pond in Pine 
Hill Park. Good views of the Coolidge Range, White Rocks, and a pretty pond. 4 mi. easy. 


Saturday 16 November, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Eric Deutschbein 438-0039 

NOTE: THIS LEAVES FROM THE McDONALDS ON ROUTE 4 IN FAIR HAVEN, NOT FROM THE 
USUAL MEETING PLACE IN RUTLAND. 

POULTNEY RIVER CANOE TRIP. 4-6 mi. easy paddle. Bring your own (or borrowed) lifejacket. 
Participants planning to bring their own canoes, please call the Leader by 2 November so we can match 
canoes with people. You may also call the Leader for possible rental information. Rain date 17 
November. 


Saturday 23 November, 5:30 p.m. Coordinator: Linda Smith 265-4493 
NOTE. MEET AT THE ECONO LODGE- PICO ON ROUTE 4 IN MEN DON. 

PRE-THANKSGIVING POTLUCK and TRAIL SLIDE SHOW. Bring a salad, side dish, main dish, or 
dessert and your own utensils. Slide show on Jill Laramie’s Appalachian Trail End-to-End will follow the 
supper. 


Saturday 14 December, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350 

SHOWSHOE HIKE TO PICO CAMP. Hike up the Long Trail from Sherburne Pass to Pico Camp. 
Includes great view and a sheltered place for lunch. 5 mi. difficult to moderate. 


Sunday 12 January, 9 a.m. Leader: Eric Deutschbein 438-0039 
EAGLE ROCK, HUBBARDTON. Snowshoe or hike. 5 mi. moderate. 


Saturday 18 January, 6 p.m. Leaders: A1 and Roma Pulling 773-6997 

MOONLIGHT HIKE TO CLARENDON SHELTER via old road, not the Long Trail. 1.6 mi. easy. 

Sunday 26 January, 10 a.m. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 
CROSS COUNTRY SKI IN WALLINGFORD. 4-5 mi. moderate. 


Saturday 1 February, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350 

W'OODCHUCK EVE CROSS COUNTRY SKI on Bingo Brook Trail in Hancock. 6 mi. easy ski along a 
wide U. S. Forest Service road with gentle curves and grades. 




Saturday 8 February, 10 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

PICO AREA SNOWSHOE TRIP on something other than the Long Trail, but Sue won’t say exactly 
what. 3 mi. moderate. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Herb Ogden, President 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

Phil Smith, Vice-President 9A Capitol Hill, Fair Haven VT 05743 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 773-6997 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 483-6623 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that 
I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters 
with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the 
Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


. 


DUES * 

Adult 

Family 

Individual (under 18) 
Senior (65 & Over) 
Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 


NAME: 


$18.00 ($9 lax-deductible) 

$24.00 (sis ux-ded.) ADDRESS: 

$ 6.00 (lax-deduclible) 

$12.00 ($9 tax-dcduclible) 


$400.00 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ 


to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 


maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

*The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 

Primed on recycled paper. 




Irene May Hawley 

November 3, 1911 - July 31, 1996 

Dedicated homemaker, devoted wife, caring 
mother, helpful neighbor and kind friend. Irene was 
all of these, and to us in the Killington Section she 
was a longtime member, enthusiastic hiker and 
hard-working volunteer with our Circulation 
Committee. When she passed away last summer 
after being ill in the hospital for ten days, she left a 
void that will be difficult to fill. 

Irene is survived by her husband, Ira, also a 
Killington Section member and leader of may 
popular hikes; her daughter Lorraine, Killington 
Section member and Circulation Committee 
volunteer, a daughter Sharon, an occasional hiker; a 
son, Norman, three grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren. A daughter Lucinda passed away in 
1961. Granddaughter Charlene McGill is, along 
with her husband, Chuck, also a Killington Section 
member. 

We will miss you, Irene. [Editor’s note - This 
obituary was provided by Roma Pulling ] 


Please send the articles soon after the hike. 
Deadline for the next issue is April 20, 1997. 
Many articles were received after the deadline for 
this issue. Some have been included. The rest will 
be in the next issue. Please send copy to Rob Carey, 
RR1 Box 340, Wallingford, VT 05773. 


Third Annual Senior Shuffle 

November 3, 1996 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

For our third senior outing, we chose to walk to Big 
Branch Shelter in Mount Tabor. The route over the 


Long Trail is rough but only 1.2 miles, and we 
consider it one of the prettier spots in this area. 

Nine people and one dog met us at the park at 1 
p.m. Driving south on Rt. 7 and picking up FS #10 
in Mt. Tabor, we were soon in the Big Branch 
parking area. As we made our way in a leisurely 
manner down the trail on this mostly cloudy day, 
Alfred disappeared and when we reached the 
shelter, he already had the fire going. With the 
temperature hovering near freezing, relaxing by the 
fire seemed like a great idea. But Ray led a few 
more adventurous souls on an exploratory trip, 
showing them the foundation of an old water wheel 
from the days when this area was an active 
community, and walked as far as the suspension 
bridge. 

When the hikers returned, we were roasting 
marshmallows over the fire and invited them to join 
us. Some people hadn't enjoyed a marshmallow 
roast for a long time, and one gentlemen was trying 
his first toasted marshmallow! Everyone seemed to 
enjoy the trip 

See you on next year's Senior Shuffle! 


Dues are Due 

The Killington Section collects dues on a Calen 
Year basis. Accordingly, everyone's membership 
needs to be renewed by sending your 1997 dues to 
our treasurer Roma Pulling. The membership 
application is included in this issue 
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7th Annual Taconic Mountain Ramble 

August 10, 1996 
by Kit Davidson, Leader 

Well ... turnout for this one proved to be a touch 
unnerving We have an old friend who writes a 
Weekend Events column for the Rutland Herald. 
On August 9 she chose to do a lyric piece about the 
upcoming Ramble. The result (depending on whose 
count you took) from 86 to 104 contenders, all 
eager to conquer the heights. 

Not all, it turned out could. But 21 stalwart souls 
actually finished the whole thing, right the way up 
to Zion Major. The rest wilted onto the front lawn 
at widely spaced intervals, receiving succor in the 
form of wine and cheese. 

Anyway, come on out for next year’s Ramble. No 
more big-time publicity anticipated, and so no more 
mob scenes. 

[Editors Note - Either of the above counts give this 
event the attendance record. The editor believes the 
previous record was about 50 on a hike Churchill 
Scott lead to the Bridgewater Gold Mines ] 


Herbert G. Ogden Sr. 

by Churchill Scott 

It is with a great deal of sorrow and sadness we 
learned of the recent passing of Mr. Ogden Sr. The 
Kilhngton Section has been indebted to him fro 
many improvement projects beginning in the late 
1960's. 

First there was the Carry-In, Carry-Out policy for 
shelter dumps and his organization of groups to 
eliminate the existing dumps. Next he spent many 
hours making routed trail signs. Later he replaced 
the entire system of bunks, repaired chimneys and 
roofs. 

Along in the mid 60’s our section was a rather 
loose-knit group but Mr. Ogden worked long and 
hard to hammer out a set of By-Laws for the 


Section, which helped so very much. In addition to 
all this, along with Herb Ogden Jr., he was able to 
reopen the Ascutney Trails Association's system of 
trails plus construct a shelter on the Windsor Trail. 

The Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club 
wants to express the deepest sympathy to the 
Herbert G. Ogden family at this time. 


Two More Sad Farewells 

by Roma Pulling 

Ben Rolston and Wilbur Weston were both former 
Killington Section members and made valuable 
contributions to section activities during their time 
here. 

Besides his work on our trails, Ben was president 
of the Main Club, and the editor of the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th editions of the Guide Book of the Long 
Trail. In recent years he worked summers as ranger 
at Wilgus State Park in Ascutney and spent his 
winters in Mission, Texas. He passed away recently 
at his Texas home. 

Several locations on the trail provide reminders of 
Ben; Rolston Rest Shelter, built by the Long Trail 
Patrol in 1966, is a little over 5 miles north of Rt. 4 
in Sherburne. Ben's Balcony is a lookout just north 
of Sherburne Pass on the Appalachian Trail. And a 
favorite swimming hole in Mt. Tabor has for years 
been know as Ben's Bath Tub. 

"Wes" Weston was a leader of popular hikes and an 
energetic worker on our trails and shelters. In his 
later years he lived in North Carolina and died there 
last fall. He had not been a KS member recently, 
but kept in touch with friends in this area. 

In leaving the Rutland area, each of these men left a 
void not easily filled. 
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Section Directors Meet Jan. 9, 1997 
by Herb Ogden Jr. , President 

This is compiled from minutes by Acting Secretary 
Sue Thomas and from my notes. It's not official, 
but 1 think it's accurate. 

Section Directors Ray Catozzi, Herb Ogden, Roma 
Pulling, Linda Smith, Phil Smith and Sue Thomas 
met at the Ogden home from 7:30 until 9:45 p.m. 
Directors Sue Carey and Ruth Gibbud missed the 
meeting because of conflicting appointments, and 
Secretary Jean Davies missed it because of illness. 
GMC Director of Field Programs Lars Botzojoms 
attended most of the meeting at Herb's invitation. 

Minutes of the 4 June Directors Meeting were 
approved. 

The Section brochure that Sue Thomas and Jean 
Davies are preparing will be distributed to 
chambers of commerce, sporting stores, the U.S. 
Forest Service, libraries, motels, the Godnick Senior 
Center, and the Diamond Run Mall, among others. 
It will be sent to those inquiring about membership 
or joining for the first time. Copies will be kept 
with the hike register to give to those interested in 
joining. Sue Thomas will get prices for printing. 
Orders will be at the discretion of Treasurer Roma 
Pulling. 

Sue and Jean are also preparing suggestions for hike 
leaders, since the last minutes said they were. 
(Herb was really supposed to do this but gladly 
yielded.) 

As Trails and Shelters Co-Chair, Herb will see that 
shields are bought for all saws and axes, as well as 
two more first aid kits. The latter are primarily for 
work parties. 

Herb called the U.S. Forest Service about moving 
the outing meeting place to its parking lot on North 
Main Street in Rutland, but got no answer. He will 
try again. 


Jean and Phil have made no progress on setting up 
programs at the Fox Room of the Rutland Free 
Library. 

Phil reported on the meetings of GMC Directors, 
where he represents the Section, and on a $80,000 
donation to the GMC from a donor whose name, 
but not motivation, are known to the GMC. 

Directors discussed the GMC Membership 
Committee's proposal for uniform dues, which will 
probably have been voted on by the time these 
minutes are published in Smoke & Blazes. 
Directors again voted to oppose uniform dues, 
preferring lower dues for Section members than for 
At-Large. Directors also voted unanimously in 
favor of adding to the GMC Bylaws a provision that 
gave a substantial discount to members over 65 
years old. (At-Large members can receive a senior 
discount, but the Directors could change this any 
time because it is not in the Bylaws.) 

Lars Botzojoms described possible trail and shelter 
changes. Unless an exception is made to easement 
standards (it sometimes can be), the Bucklin Trail 
will have to be moved, at least where it is the same 
route as a logging road. Directors preferred to keep 
it where it is. Lars's present preference is to follow 
precisely or roughly the route of the Killington 
Carriage Road once it reaches the ridge south of 
Brewers Brook. Question is how to get there from 
Brewers Comers while staying on state land. Herb 
said the original proposal of slabbing that ridge was 
impractical because of numerous seeps and urged 
Directors to scout around. 

Pico Camp will have to be demolished or moved 
because the Killington-Pico Interconnect ski trail is 
to go where it is. State law prohibits an overnight 
site in the Rutland City watershed. Killington's new 
management is open to using a helicopter to move it 
or contributing to build a replacement, as Herb 
found out at a recent meeting between the U.S. 
Forest Service, Vermont Dept, of Forest Parks & 
Recreation, American Skiing Co. (Killington and 
Pico), GMC, and Appalachian Trail Conference. 
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Directors voted to move Pico Camp to the 
southwest, just outside the city watershed. 

The cow pasture south of the Lottery Road needs a 
gate. Herb will see if Jerry Parker will handle this. 

Directors approved the GMC's trying to get 
permission to put a gate on the Governor Clement 
Road at the second brook crossing. 

Directors voted to disclaim any responsibility of the 
Section for Tucker- Johnson Shelter. It is not on the 
part of the Long Trail we maintain. The old Tucker 
Lodge, south of Willard Gap, was on the LT as long 
as the LT went west of Deer Leap Mountain, and 
the Section used to maintain the LT as far north as 
Willard Gap That is probably why we have 
maintained Tucker-Johnson until now. 

Lars Botzojoms passed along a GMC request that 
the Section increase its present $500 per year 
contribution to support the Coolidge Range 
Caretaker. Because the GMCs Business Manager 
left on fairly short notice, the GMC has not billed 
the Section for the 1996 contribution yet. After 
some discussion, Directors voted to contribute a 
total of $1,000 in 1997 ($500 for 1996 when the bill 
arrives, and $500 for 1997), to the extent this can be 
done with income from the Kirk Fund. 

Lars described the process by which the U.S. Forest 
Service is revising the Forest Plan and collected 
Directors’ suggestions for elements to keep or 
improve. 

Ray reported he had visited Mary Perkins, who is 
93, at Eden Park Nursing Home. She is no longer a 
Section member. Directors voted unanimously to 
grant her an honorary life membership in the 
Section. 


Letter from Herb Ogden to Section 
Presidents 

12 January 1997 

Dear GMC member: 

I am sending you this because you appear on the 
last list of Directors, Section Presidents, and 
Executive Committee that I received from 
Waterbury Center. Unfortunately, it appears to be a 
little outdated. If you no longer hold one of the 
above positions, could you please pass this on to 
whoever replaced you, so that person can read it 
before the Directors' Meeting on 1 8 January? 

This letter has three purposes. First, to tell you the 
Killington Section continues to support a two-tier 
dues structure: one level of dues (At-Large) for 
those members who do not want to assume the 
obligation to do some sort of work for the GMC, 
and a significantly lower level of dues (Section) for 
those who do. See my enclosed memo on 
Organizational Review and Len Carpenter's 
enclosed 26 November 1996 memo on dues. At a 
meeting last week, the Killington Section's Board of 
Directors therefore continued to oppose the 
proposal to establish uniform dues. We hope you 
will join us in opposing the proposal. We hope you 
join in continuing a membership structure that has 
worked well for almost ninety years, fostering 
autonomy and initiative among groups of GMC 
members who do not require constant oversight by 
professional trail managers. 

The second purpose of this letter is to make you 
aware of how the central GMC leadership has 
wittingly or unwittingly hindered the Sections' 
legitimate effort to gain members. Please see my 
enclosed 19 August 1996 letter to President Paul 
Hannan — to which I have received no written 
response. (When I reminded him of this at a 
meeting, he did say 1 had a point but there was no 
conspiracy ) Furthermore, I have heard from at 
least three new GMC members who live around 
here that, when they told the Waterbury Center 
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staffer who answered the phone that they wanted to 
join a local group if there was one, they were given 
no information. One of them did manage to get 
signed up for the Killington Section, but only after 
specifically identifying it and insisting on being 
signed up for it rather than for At-Large 
membership. Of course, At-Large members yield 
much more revenue for Waterbuiy Center than 
Section members do, but this is no excuse for 
Waterbury Center to discourage people from 
joining Sections. 

The third purpose of this letter is to suggest 
adoption of a By-Law that would guarantee a 
discount for members over age 65 and under age 
18. Particularly if uniform dues are imposed at the 
level in the Membership Committee’s motion, the 
burden of the increase will fall especially hard on 
these age groups because they usually have low or 
fixed incomes. Like others, the Killington Section 
has a number of elderly members who have devoted 
hundreds of hours to Green Mountain Club work. 
Now some of them can do little or nothing to help 
out any more, but they would like to receive GMC 
publications and continue the Club affiliation they 
have enjoyed for years. By a unanimous vote of its 
Board of Directors last week, the Killington Section 
endorsed the senior discount. 

This issue is particularly important if uniform dues 
are imposed. So far, the Killington Section has 
been able to protect senior and junior members by 
limiting their dues to $12 and $6 respectively. By 
comparison, regular individual dues are $18. (The 
Membership Committee's $21 figure is wrong.) 
Our Section has subsidized junior and senior 
members, for good reason. Especially if you vote to 
abolish our ability to protect these members, we 
hope you will at least vote to change the By-Laws to 
give them lasting protection and show the GMC 
recognizes economic reality. 

Thank you for your consideration. 


Pico on Snowshoes (Mostly) Dec. 14, 1996 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

This was a beautiful snowshoe hike on a day of 
rotten weather. How do I explain that 9 Easy: the 
weather was rotten (cold and drizzly) only below 
Sherburne Pass. Above it, light snow' was falling. 
The trees shone with an old coat of ice, on top of 
which a dusting of new snow had fallen The 
woods were beautiful, and, once we left Sherburne 
Pass, the only sound was the swish of snowflakes. 
The only fresh wild animal tracks we saw came 
from one partridge, though we startled another up 
near Pico Camp. The camp was in good shape, 
though listing somewhat to the east. We’ll have to 
fix that, and clear the one sizable blowdown north 
of the Sinkhole, next spring, assuming the Pico- 
Killington fusion spares those parts of the trail. 

We were amazed to encounter three people hiking 
up the LT with snowboards to get on the Pico ski 
run at Pico Junction. Because Pico was closed, they 
had the place to themselves, except for two others 
we met with a sort of roll-up toboggan, also headed 
for the same launching place. 

Why did 1 say this hike was mostly on snowshoes? 
Tw'o reasons: first, there wasn't enough snow for the 
first mile or so to warrant putting them on, 
especially since a lone skier had broken a trail. 
Second, fully half the participants in this outing had 
trouble keeping their new high-tech bindings on 
their boots. That wasn't such a catastrophe, though, 
since the total outmg roster numbered two — the 
same as on my last snow'shoe outing up Pico. 
Where were the rest of you on this beautiful day? 




V» KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MT. CLUB 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

■y v 

I/we a PPly f° r membership in the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that 
* I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), benefits of membership such as reduced rates at most shelters 
with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues and efforts help maintain trails and shelters in the 
Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4) and throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES* 

Adult 

Family 

Individual (under 18) 
Senior (65 & Over) 
Life Member of 
Killington Sec. 


NAME: 

$ 1 8 . 00 (S9 lu -deductible) 

$24.00 csis ui-ded) ADDRESS: 

$ 6.00 (but -deductible) 

$12.00 (S9 Ux -deductible) 


$400.00 TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


I would also like to make a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


"The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
KfD 5, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 


Primed on recycled paper. 


P 


MRS ROMA E PULLING 

RR 3 BOX 7269 
RUTLAND VT 05701-9260 



- 
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KILLINGTON SECTION - GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
OUTING SCHEDULE, FALL- WINTER 1996-97 


Trips leave from Main Street Park south of the Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Please bring lunch unless noted, 
wear sturdy water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not necessarily 
trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. Non-members are welcome! 


Sunday 16 February, 9:30 a.m. Leader: Eric Deutschbein 438-0039 

PITTSFIELD OR ROCHESTER. Snowshoe or hike 4-6 mi. moderate, depending on conditions. 
Saturday 22 February, 10 a.m. Leader: Gordon Cawood 352-4310 

NOTE: MEET AT PRICE CHOPPER IN WEST RUTLAND, just east of Vt. 133 intersection. 
GRANDPA’S KNOB, CASTLETON. JOINT HIKE WITH MEDPLEBURY SECTION. Easy to 
moderate 4 mi. snowshoe or hike to a grand vista, site of a huge wind power generator in the 1940s. A 
little wait in West Rutland may be necessary, as we’re joining a group coming from Middlebury. 

Saturday 1 March, 10:00 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 
MT. INDEPENDENCE, ORWELL. Ski tour if snow cover permits; otherwise a hike. 3-4 mi. easy to 
moderate, passing numerous historic sites at this large Revolutionary War fort across from Ticonderoga on 
Lake Champlain. 


Sunday 9 March, 1 p.m. Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

GLEN DAM, RUTLAND TOWN. 2 mi. easy ski, snowshoe, or walk if snow not deep. Pretty route 
along a brook io Gien Dam. This is an after-lunch trip, but there may be hot refreshments afterward. 



Saturday 15 March - Sunday 16 March. Leader: Sue Carey 446-2830 

SPRUCE SHELTER OVERNIGHT. Spruce Shelter is in the Merck Forest in Rupert, in the Taconic 
Range. It is primitive but has a good view and a stove; registration fee is $5. 1.4 mi. moderate hike to 
reach the shelter. Call the leader for details. 

, a - 3*7 . J.O PAS 

Saturday 23 March, 1 p.m. Leader: Jean Davies 483-6623 ' 

HISTORIC PUT’S FORD. Tour Pittsford with the help of a leader of the Pittsford Historical Society and 
see things you never knew were there! 2-3 mi. easy. 

Saturday 29 March, 8:30 a.m. Leader: Karen Cartier (H) 773-3509, (W) 775-8800 
MOUNT ASCUTNEY VIA BROWNSVILLE AND WINDSOR TRAILS. 5.9 mi. difficult. Climb 
Vermont’s premier monadnock via the Ascutney Trails Association’s Brownsville Trail, passing the 
Norcross Quarry and several lookouts. Descend from the Stone Hut Site on the 140 year old Windsor 
Trail, once passable by wheeled vehicles and an inspiration for the Long Trail. Bring showshoes for at 
least the top part; snow does not usually melt all the way until mid-May! 


Thursday 3 April, 7:30 p.m. Committee Chair: Linda Smith 265-4493 

OUTINGS SCHEDULING MEETING at Sue Thomas’s house (773-2185), 27 Clinton Avenue, Rutland 
(first street to the east (right) after Temple Street when going north on North Main Street (US 7). Come 
help plan the schedule for the next three months, or call in your suggestions to the Chair beforehand. 
Anyone interested can join the Outings Committee. 


Saturday 5 April, 10 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 

WHELLERVILLE AREA, MENDON. Depending on what stage of mud season we are in, this may be a 
walk on present and past roads, including visits to some cellarholes and a forgotten cemetery. 6 mi. 
moderate. 

Saturday 12 April, 5:30 p.m. Coordinator: Linda Smith 265-4493 

NOTE: MEET AT THE ECONOLODGE- PICO ON ROUTE 4 IN MENDON. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE KILLINGTON SECTION preceded by POTLUCK and followed by 
SLIDE SHOW ON HIKING IN SWITZERLAND, by Ray Catozzi. Bring a salad, side dish, main dish, 
or dessert and your own utensils. Annual meeting topics will include moving the Long Trail west of Pico 
Peak, moving Pico Camp to avoid the Pico-Killington Interconnect, changes in dues, and possibly hosting 
an event in the James P. Taylor Series as a few other Sections have done. 

Sunday 20 April, 1 p.m. Leader: Walter Churchill Scott 775-1494 

LAKE NINEVAH, MT. HOLLY. Old road to a pretty place. 3 mi. moderate. 

Sunday 27 April, 9 a.m. Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 

AIRPLANE WKECK NEAR BRISTOL NOTCH. 6 mi. moderate, about half bushwhacking. 

Saturday 3 May, 10 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

FLOWER HIKE. 2-3 mi. easy. Location depends on how the season advances. 

Sunday 4 May, 10 a.m. Leader: Larry Walter 773-2014 

BICYCLE EXCURSION on the east fringe of the Taconics, leaving by the Whipple Hollow Road in West 
Rutland and returning by the West Proctor Road. 15-20 mi. moderate. 

J Saturday 10 May, 8:30 a.m. Leaders: Phil and Linda Smith 265-4493 

NOTE: THIS LEAVES FROM THE McDONALDS ON ROUTE 4 IN FAIR HAVEN , NOT FROM THE 
USUAL MEETING PLACE IN RUTLAND. 

PILOT KNOB on Lake George, New York. 3 mi. moderate. 


Saturday 17 May, 10 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

HAMILTON FALLS, JAMAICA. Visit spectacular high falls, then probably an old cemetery and maybe 
Ball Mountain Dam. Bring food for a cookout. 2 mi. easy. 

Saturday 24 May, 9 a.m. Leader: Herb Ogden (H) 775-1350, (W) 775-3368 
LOWLAND WALK-THROUGH, WALLINGFORD AND SHREWSBURY. Check and do light 
maintenance on various parts of the Long Trail assigned to the Killington Section, from Wallingford Gulf 
(Vt. 140) to the Governor Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury. We need people to note trail conditions, paint 
blazes, clean out shelters, clear brush and blowdowns, clean out waterbars, and more. Something for 
everyone! Tools and instruction provided. If you don’t choose to take this occasion to earn the discount 
you receive for Section membership, just come along for the hike. 


For more information about activities and membership, please contact hike leaders or 
Herb Ogden, President 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland VT 05701 

Phil Smith, Vice-President 9A Capitol Hill, Fair Haven VT 05743 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer RFD 3, Box 7269, Rutland, VT 05701 

Jean Davies, Secretary Box 37, Pittsford, VT 05763 


775-1350 

265-4493 

773-6997 

483-6623 



Vol 50 Number 2 


Killington Section Green Mountain Club 


April 1997 


Killington Section Annual Meeting 

April 27, 1997 

by Jean Davies, Secretary 

President Herb Ogden opened the meeting after the 
potluck supper. The Secretary's report was read and 
accepted m/s/p Ray Catozzi/Al Pulling 

Roma Pulling, treasurer, passed out a printout. She 
had to take $200 from savings to pay the Main Club 
assessment, and took money from the CD to beef up 
the savings. She explained the Kirk Fund, a 
$10,000 Trust set up by Dorothy Kirk in memory of 
her husband. The interest from it can be used for 
trail maintenance. The report was accepted, and 
Roma was applauded for her fine work for six years 
as treasurer. 

Rob Carey still would like hike leaders to get their 
articles in promptly for Smoke & Blazes, right after 
hikes- even if they didn’t go for some reason. It is 
especially important to get the news out before the 
date of the first hike of a new hike schedule. Any 
reports sent to Rob on diskette are appreciated. 
Rob’s work on the Smoke & Blazes was applauded 
Herb said that our newsletter was one of the best 
among the Sections. 

Herb Ogden gave the trails report. He claimed that 
Jerry Parker did most of the physical work while 
Herb did paper work. The Pico shelter needs 
jacking up. Trail re-locations near it are unsettled, 
making the future of this shelter uncertain, but 
jacking it up seems a logical temporary step. A gate 
is needed on the trail to Clarendon Shelter. This 
shelter is on land that does not belong to the 
government, and therefore it may need to be moved 
eventually. It is approximately 1/1 0th of a mile off. 


All Pulling wondered if there was any chance of 
buying the land. Herb planned to investigate that. 

The GMC Section President’s meeting is scheduled 
for Saturday. Herb called for interested persons 
who might like to go with him. 

The GMC Annual Meeting in Wallingford went 
well, thanks to the work of Rob and Sue Carey and 
Sue Thomas 

Bemie Donahue puts the hike notices in the Rutland 
Herald 

Old Business. 

Motion - Members of the Killington Section express 
their dismay at the adoption of the uniform dues 
policy (i.e. Section elimination policy). We ask the 
GMC Board of Directors reconsider that policy. 
We view the continuation of vibrant Sections as 
questionable under the current policy, m/s/p Rob 
Carey/ A1 Pulling 

Main Club proposed dues are $27 for adults; $35 
for families. A $7 discount is available to some. It 
was noted by Herb that the other Sections voted 
approximately 2 to 1 against Killington’s stand on 
this in the past W keep more money under the new 
dues system than in the past setup. [Our existing 
dues were set to operate at a slight loss in order to 
preserve the existing membership - Ed] 

Elections to the Board of Directors 

Linda Smith by Sue Thomas/ A1 Pulling 
Phil Smith by Sue Thomas/ Ray Catozzi 
A1 Pulling by Ray Cotozzi/ Rob Carey 
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Motion - The Secretary cast one ballot for the slate 
m/s/p Ray Catozzi/ Rob Carey 

Directors Meeting The question of who might be 
treasurer arose, since Roma's term is up. A1 Pulling 
was nominated as interim treasurer until Herb can 
find out if Wally Rogers or Jake Sherman might 
serve, m/s/p Jean Davies/ Sue Thomas 

Herb Ogden- President by Sue Thomas/ A1 Pulling 
Phil Smith - Vice-President by Sue Thomas/ A1 
Pulling 

Jean Davies - Secretary by A1 Pulling/ Ray Catozzi. 
The secretary cast one ballot for the slate, m/s/p 

Phil Smith will remain as director to the main club. 
A1 Pulling elected alternate (Sue Thomas/Ray Ca- 
tozzi m/s/p) 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM and was 
followed by a fine slide/talk show on Switzerland 
by Ray Catozzi. 


Glen Dam March 9, 1997 
by Ray Catozzi, Leader 

This was a short afternoon walk from Churchill 
Scott’s house on Chasanna Drive in Rutland Town; 
up a snow packed road to CVPS's Glen Dam. 
About 12 or so showed up and we left our cars at 
the Scott's front yard. Three put on their cross- 
country skis and skied up the road. 

Its only a mile or less to the dam so we voted to 
continue walking up past the ice covered pond even 
though the snow wasn't packed down very well. We 
managed another 1/2 mile or so and then opted to 
turn back. The three skiers decided to go further 
on, and they didn't come back to the Scott house 
until an hour or so after the walkers returned. 

We had scheduled a wine and cheese party after 
hiking, but a few canceled that and went home. 
Even one of the skiers went home after returning. 
I’m mentioning the split up of our total number, to 
remind those who went home early what they 


missed. Something I had not seen or hear happen- 
ing after any of our hikes in all the many years I've 
been hiking with the Section. Oh yes the wine, my 
homemade elderberry, plus other drinks and loads 
of different snacks was wonderful. But when a lull 
took place in the conversation, Bemie Donahue told 
a joke. Which one I don't remember, because he's 
got so many to tell, but after his joke, someone else 
threw in a joke, then another, then another. Out of 
the 8 or 9 who where present, only 2 or 3 kept quiet 
and just listened and laughed. Around and around 
the group we went for about an hour and a half. It 
was hilarious, and many who were there probably 
hadn't had such an after hike time in their whole 
lives, like me. 


Michigan March February 16, 1997 
by Eric Dietschbein, Leader 

Our snowshoe hike did not send us all the way to 
Michigan, of course, but rather we went to Michi- 
gan Road in Pitsfield. The first part of the hike was 
along the road, which was packed down pretty well 
and hardiy required snowshoes. Myself, Jerry, Sue 
and Pat were accompanied by Connie Youngstrom, 
a friend of Sue's. We met a skier right at the start, 
and though the road was packed, hers were the only 
legible tracks. I was surprised not to see fresh 
snowmobile tracks, and within the first mile we did 
see two snowmobiles coming up towards us. 

We chose to continue on the main road, and since I 
had no planned route we took our first available 
right turn, which was close by an old stone founda- 
tion we wanted to inspect anyway. 

We proceeded to wander up a long ridge line, find- 
ing the snow to be very soft and the going difficult 
in spots, while in other places we stayed up on top 
easily. We found many animal tracks after leaving 
the main road, including a lot of moose prints and 
even some chewed trees. Mount Carmel loomed 
large on our left, until we reached the end of the log 
trail we were one and headed off to our right ( north 
and east) through the woods. 
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After a short lunch stop (it was rather cold, and 
when the wind kicked up a little, it was time to go), 
we continued on through the woods a ways, until 
we came upon a logging trail headed back down. 
We came out on our own track, not far from where 
we had turned off the main road. Other snowmo- 
biles had traversed the road by this time and the 
trail was even more packed down, but we kept our 
snowshoes on for the trip back. 

We saw an unusual sight on our way back. A man 
was walking his dog, who it seemed was pulling a 
sled of some type. When they got closer, we saw 
that the dog was paralyzed in the hindquarter, and 
his master had rigged up a harness to support her 
pack end. The mechanism had wheels on it, but he 
had added a small pair of skis beneath them, and his 
dog was motoring around quite well with its front 
legs. Such obvious devotion was truly heartwarm- 
ing, and made for a happy end to a good outing. 

Excursion to Eagle Rock 

by Eric Dietschbein, Leader 

A beautiful day for a hike, it was - seeing as how 
there was not enough snow cover to justify snow- 
shoes. We had a good size group, including several 
non-members. As I have a horrible memory, and 
Jerry had to take the register when we were done, I 
cannot five names except for the regulars; Jerry, 
Mary Ellen, Sue Thomas, and myself and Frank. 

We parked at the "end" of Ganson Hill Rd. and be- 
gan our hike along the old road. After 1/2 mile , we 
veered left and crossed 2 hayfields, spooking two 
deer (only Jerry got a good look) and then entering 
the woods. The ground was fully covered with 
snow but there was an icy glaze almost every 
where. We followed log trails for less than a mile, 
then cut through some dense upland bog (frozen 
over) t come out on the ridge above Eagle Rock. 

The rocks here were very icy and we were unable to 
climb down as I had expected, but we worked our 
way along until we were able to descend the short 
distance and avail ourselves of the fine view off 


Eagle Rock. After obligatory picture taking, we be- 
gan a hazardous, butt first descent of the steep 
slopes toward Rt. 30. To my surprise, no one 
whined or complained about this route, which can 
be tricky even in best conditions. I'm sure there 
were privately held reservations concerning my 
sanity, but everyone maintained great humor. 

We found the normally active brook and waterfalls 
at the base of the slope to be frozen over and not as 
spectacular as usual. We returned the 1.5 to 2 miles 
back to our vehicles via the farm trails that used to 
be a through road between Rt. 30 and Monument 
Hill Rd., finding a ramshackle cabin and a couple of 
old wrecked autos along the way. We paused only 
briefly in all our travels, as we (I) wanted to see the 
football conference championship games. Many 
thanks to those who attended 


Bingo Brook Trail February 1,1997 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

Four Killington Section stalwarts met in Rutland on 
this fairly inviting Woodchuck Eve. Up in Bingo, 
we were joined by two more GMCers. Except for 
the lone snowshoer, we skied all the way or almost 
all the way to the end of the Forest Service road that 
follows Bingo Brook from Rochester up into Han- 
cock, aiming vaguely at Romance Gap until it ends 
at a big turnaround just south of the brook. 

Bingo is or was a neighborhood of the Town of 
Rochester, northwest of the hamlet of Robinson on 
the Brandon Gap Road There was once a Bingo 
School (we passed it) and a Bingo Cemetery (we 
almost passed it too but were too tuckered out to 
explore on the way back). Does anyone know the 
origin of the name? 

We parked at the last house, where the Pine Bend 
Brook Trail comes across a bridge from the north. 
We followed easy grades on the wide USFS road. 
Soon, we noticed the tracks of some at least me- 
dium-sized animal that seemed to have checked out 
the inside of every culvert on the road. We saw no 
four-footed wildlife, but we heard red squirrels 
scolding in the pines, and we were treated to a va- 
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riety of bird songs. By afternoon, when the tem- 
perature had risen to well over freezing, we also 
saw some tiny flies winging over the snow. 

The snow started off great but turned into a prob- 
lem. As the temperature rose, the snow became 
amazingly wet — great for snowmen but bad for 
skiing. The people with the waxless skis had the 
worst of it, but even those with waxables had trou- 
ble finding the right wax. Some had trouble by the 
time we passed the upper end of the Pine Bend 
Brook Trail. By the time we climbed past the last 
old house foundation, high over Bingo Brook, eve- 
ryone was having trouble. For the last third of a 
mile or so, while the Leader kept assuring people 
that they were almost to the point where one might 
begin to say that they were nearly on the last 
stretch, and kept making other hopeful noises, we 
struggled mightily with wet snow that sank a foot 
under our skis and stuck to the bottoms and even 
the tops of the skis, making them very heavy. The 
wet snow plagued us on the way down, too, though, 
curiously, it sometimes seemed drier as we de- 
scended. The combination of the snow, the eleva- 
tion, and the weather did strange things that day. 

There were inviting side trails to the south and 
north. We already took one of them, the Pine Bend 
Brook Trail, a few years ago. Maybe next time 
well try the one that goes over the ridge to the West 
Hill Road — if the snow is not like cement! 


KNOW A TRAIL THAT SHOULD - OR 
SHOULDN’T - BE IN THE DAY HIKER'S GUIDE 
TO VERMONT? by Herb Ogden 

The Green Mountain Club is preparing a new edi- 
tion of this popular guide to trails that are not part 
of the Long Trail System. It should include hiking 
trails, nature trails, recreation paths, and any ski 
trails that make pleasant walking. It should NOT 
include any trail that cannot reliably be followed 
even with a guidebook, nor any trail where trail head 
parking or something else will cause a problem with 
the landowner. 


If you want to recommend a trail for inclusion or 
exclusion, or if you are willing to check out or 
measure a trail, please contact the GMC’s Managing 
Editor, Sylvia Plumb, at the main office, RR 1 , Box 
650, Waterbury Center VT 05677; telephone 244- 
7037; gmcsylva@sover.net. 


Wheelerville Area April 5,1997 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

Spring had finally come when we had this some- 
what muddy excursion in the hinterlands of Men- 
don. One of the thirteen hikers even wore shorts! 
We drove as far as the snowplow turnaround at the 
girl scout camp site on the Tamarack Notch Road, 
then continued east. Soon an old road branched 
downhill to the right. It used to lead to the north- 
south road from McLaughlin Falls in Mendon to the 
Brown Covered Bridge in Shrewsbury. We contin- 
ued on a road that is passable in summer, leading to 
a four comers at a two-grave cemetery. Sue Tho- 
mas made a snow rabbit there, complete with pine 
needies for whiskers. It was, of course, a Snow 
Bunny. 

From the four comers, we headed north on the old 
town road to McLaughlin Falls, unfortunately wid- 
ened just recently for logging. Soon, on the right, 
we passed the cellarhole of what was the P. Quirk 
farm according to the 1969 Beers Atlas of Rutland 
County. Farther uphill, about 300' off in the woods 
and at the edge of a steep slope, was a smaller cel- 
larhole. The house was also in the Beers Atlas but, 
unlike Quirk’s, had apparently fallen down by the 
time the 1891 U.S.G.S. map was made. Near the 
crest were the remains of a farmhouse that had ap- 
parently fallen down even before 1869. We saw no 
wildlife bigger than a chipmunk, but did notice 
some melted moose tracks on the old road. 
Thoughts of melted mousse led to the noon break. 
We lunched on a stone wall in the sun, with a nice 
view of the back side of East Mountain There also, 
we were joined by two hikers who had looked in 
vain for us at the part of Main Street Park that has 
the bandstand. They then set out to track us, and 
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succeeded thanks to the Snow Bunny and muddy 
footprints leading north from it. 

Heading downhill, we passed yet another cellarhole 
before hearing the roar of McLaughlin Falls. This 
icy spectacle was just before the old road joined the 
Wheelervillc Road. We returned along the Wheel - 
erville Road, pausing to inspect the old cemetery 
and another cellarhole. This was a fine spring walk. 


The Icebreakers (Poultney River Canoe 
Trip) November 16, 1997 
by Eric Deutschbein, Leader 

They said it couldn't be done - and it almost wasn't. 
Despite a clear, sunny day, low temperatures over 
previous days had covered much of the river with 
ice. Indeed, Frank and I found our intended exit 
point completely iced over, which shortened our 
trip by over a mile. But such intrepid adventurers 
are not so easily thwarted. Sue Carey and son Seth, 
both sporting exceptionally fashionable hats, led 
most of the way. Myself and Mary Ellen, who by 
the way drove from Massachusetts at 5 00 am 
(locals, for shame!) followed and Frank, in a solo 
canoe, paddled ceaselessly to keep apace. 

We had to plow through a lot of ice, perhaps 10% 
of our approximately 4 mile paddle. This was ac- 
tually a great deal of fun, with only one spot having 
ice thick enough to slow us down seriously. Indeed, 
Seth made sure his canoe went through as much ice 
as possible, he and Sue often crossing the river to 
break up as much ice as possible 

We did see a blue heron as well as several ducks. 
Otter slides were also evident on the river banks, 
although the otters themselves declined to make an 
appearance 

The only problem with the trip was the failure of 
the trip leader’s Jeep to start at the end. As it is a 
Jeep, this is hardly surprising, and in truth the vehi- 
cle is still not running, though it did start the next 
day and travel almost a full five miles before the 
ignition module completely melted down. 


All Participants were insistent that future canoe or 
tubing trips be planned next summer, and you can 
be sure that they will be (if my Jeep is running by 
then!) 


Grandpa Knob February 22, 1997 
by Gordon & Helen Cawood, Leaders 

This was a joint Bread LoafTKillington Sections 
hike. Due to the weird weather, we did not expect 
the hike to happen. Two weather reports said it was 
raining that morning. However, those of us who 
look out windows could see patches of blue sky 
amongst skittering clouds. We got no calls from 
Bread Loafers. But, we went to West Rutland on 
the off-chance that some Killington members might 
show up. Five did, probable because they had less 
travel time and could make up their minds later. 

The hike started at the gate to the service road at the 
end of the northern spur off the Belgo road. The 
service road was icy, but passable without snow- 
shoes or crampons. The summit had been blown 
clear of snow. We stopped briefly for the views, 
and to examine the foundation of the 1940's wind 
generator. Although warm, it was too windy to stay 
for lunch. We lunched in the shelter of trees near 
the "funny rocks." These rocks are geological 
oddities, the crowns shaped by normal weathering, 
while their bases were undercut by running glacial 
ice melt. The weather held until the trip down, 
when a brief thunderstorm urged us along with rain 
and hailstones. Landowner permission from Beth 
Friese, 468-2466 in summer, 864-5264 in winter. 


Please send the articles soon after the hike. 
Deadline for the next issue is August 6, 1997. 

Please send copy to Rob Carey, RR1 Box 340, 
Wallingford, VT 05773. Or Email to 

ROBCAREYSW@AOL.COM. 


Killington Section Membership List 


Aines, Linda D 

RR 1, Box 1201, 

Sudbury VT 05733 

Badger, Robert L 

16 Grant St 

Potsdam NY 13676 

Beaudin, Roger/Jean Boudah, 3 1 Karen Drive 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Bebee, Vivian L 

185 Church St 

Rutland VT 05701 

Bickford, Channing 

16 Birchwood Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Carey, Rob & Sue 

RR l.Box 340 

Wallingford, VT 05773 

Carleton, Maxwell A 

RR l,Box 2560 

West Rutland, VT 05777 

Cartier, Karen W 

63 Evergreen Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Catozzi, Raymond 

103 Bellevue Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Charland, Rachael W 

40 Belmont St #704 

Worcester, MA 01605 

Cohen, Norman 

26 West St 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Conlon, George 

9 Sunset Dr 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Corrigan, Susan E. 

RR 3, Box 7369 

Rutland, VT 05701-9242 

Crowley, Gretchen 

68 Crescent St 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Darrow, Dr Robert 

RR 2, Box 7562 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Davies, Jean 

Box 37 

Pittsford VT 05763 

Deutschbein, Eric 

33A Cottage Ave. 

Springfield, VT 05 156 

Dicton Sr, Joseph 

RR l,Box 3999-3 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Donahue, Bernard G 

50 Edgerton St 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Durkin, Betty 

RR 1, Box 550 

Pittsford, VT 05763 

Edgar, Charles R 

HCR 65, Box 8 

Killington, VT 05751 

Fusco, Ron 

308 Wes: St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Gallagher, Peter/B Yon 

RR 1, Box 3415A 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Gibbud, Ruth 

69 Temple St 

Rutland, VT 05701-3527 

Gilmore, David L. 

RR 1, Box 515 

Wallingford, VT 05773-9310 

Hall, Karen A 

POBox 576 

Bomoseen, VT 05732 

Hannegan, Patricia K 

50 Nichols St 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Hare, Ruth E 

82 N Main St 

Rutland, VT 05701-3256 

Hawley, Ira/Lorraine 

RR 3, Box 7264 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Heitkamp, Kenneth 

4603 Steams Hill Rd. 

Waltham, MA 02154 

Hiebert, Charles W 

35 S Gordon St 

Alexandria, VA 22304-4929 

Holden, Judith A 

195 State St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Hughes, John 

1 8 Ronaldo Ct 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Johnson, Phil 

3 Moore Ln 

Greenville, SC 29615-5912 

Knox, Tamsin/K Yucel 

POBox 62 

Chittenden, VT 05737 

Kodis, Rebecca 

109 U. S. Rt 4 

Mendon, VT 05701 

Lamb, Ruth/Sandy 

POBox 1395 

Bolton Landing, NY 12814-0127 

Little, John J 

POBox 292 

Killington, VT 05751-0292 

Martin, David S 

POBox 324 

Mt Holly, VT 05758 

Martin, John/Janet 

7 Curtis Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

McGill, Chuck/Charlene 

33 Greenwood Ln 

Westford, VT 05494 

McNeil, Mary 

6 Benson Ln 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 

Meany, Marjorie V 

300 N Grove St #19 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Montague, Alan & family 

16 Mt Pleasant Dr 

Brandon, VT 05733 


Ogden Jr, Herbert/Hannah 

20 Birch wood Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701-3605 

Oldenburg, Sally V 

RR 3, Box 4635 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Omland, Erling 

RR 2, Box 8503-9728 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Parker, Gerald 

Rt 1, Box 586 

Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Perkins, Robert/Thelma 

RC 34, Box 2162 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Pettrone, Mark 

86 Mt View Dr 

Averill Park, NY 12018 

Phillips, Don/Diane 

RD 1, Box 203 

Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Pranger, Pat 

RR 2, Box 192C 

Wallingford, VT 05773-9718 

Pulling, Roma/Al 

RFD 3, Box 7269 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Reynolds, George 

POBox 83 

Springfield, VT 05156-0083 

Robichaud, William T 

POBox 457 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Rogers, Wally 

RR 2, Box 5370 

Castleton, VT 05735 

Russell, Ellen B 

10 Tenney Brook Ct 

Rutland, VT 05701-2415 

Schwartz, Charlotte S 

POBox 157 

Rumney,NH 03266-0157 

Scott, Churchill 

RR 3, Box 4869 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Sheldon, Marilyn 

Rt 1, Box 2145 

W Rutland, VT 05777 

Sherman, Jacob R 

48 Morse Place 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Sibley, Joan 

RFD, Box 132 

Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Smith, Phil/Linda 

9-A Capitol Hill 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 

Southworth fam, Ann C 

RR 2, Box 8080 

Mendon, VT 05701 

Swanson, Ernest 

6 Brookwood 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Thomas, Catherine 

20 Birchwood Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Thomas, Sue 

27 Clinton Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Trotta. Bob 

32 Rt 103 South 

Ludlow, VT 05149-9777 

Trubisz, Jeffrey 

66 Haskell St # 2W 

Beverly, MA 01915-2146 

Tufano, Albert L 

RR l,Box 1025 

Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Vale, Robert' Ann 

POBox 1565 

Castleton, VT 05735 

Waite, Sidney/Mary 

POBox 176 

Castleton, VT 05735 

Waldhauer, Carolyn 

1072 BixbyRD 

Ludlow, VT 05149-9773 

Walter, Larry A. 

209 Lincoln Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Ward, Tim 

Box 342 

Whitehall, NY 12887 

Woodard, Rebecca 

36 Washington St. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Wright, David P 

POBox 1001 

Middletown Springs, VT 05757 

Youngstrom, Connie 

Box 1160 

Shrewsbury. VT 05738 

Zizis, Maryellen 

122 Nichols St 

Wilmington, MA 01887 
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Klllington Section Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule Summer 1997 

Trips leave from Main Street Park south of Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown and bring 
lunch unless noted. Non-members are welcome! 

Wear sturdy, water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not 
necessanly trained in first aid. If you ride with someone please share car expense 

Saturday 31 May 9:00 a.m. LeaderKareu Cartier 773-3509(hm) 775-8800(wk) 

Long Trail to Little Rock Pond to Green Mtn. Trail - 6.6 miles moderate Hoping to see wild 
flowers. 


Sunday 1 June: 10.00 a m Leader Rick Pingree 773-8767 

Granite Quarry - Cutungsville 2 miles moderate 

Saturday 7 June: 9:00 a.m. Leader. He:b Ogden 775-1350 

Highland Walk-Through - Covering L.T from Sherbum PassfUS 4) to Gov. Clement Shelter. 
Something for everyone: prune brush, whack weeds, clean out waterbais, panil blazes, saw 
blowdowns, or just come along for spring lake. 3-6 miles, tools and instructions provided 


Saturday 14 June: GMC Annual Meeting 


Saturday 14 June: 

«r 


C o ntac t l e ader t o r Leader: Ruth Gibbid 74"'-0732 

Canoe Trip on Otter C reek - Bring own canoe, paddles ,pfd. lunch. 


Saturday 21 June: leader: Mar Harrison 352-1074 

Joint hike with Brcadloaf Section - Upper Cold River Road to Shrewsbury Peal., 8 miles 

moderate. Call for tune and meeting place 

Saturday 28 June: 9:00 a m. Leader. Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

New Englands Largest Glacial Boulder - Near Wliitingham Vt. a long drive but a short easy hike 
to sec a really large rock!!!! Bring your camera Rain date June 29. 

Sunday 6 July: 1:00 pm. Leader: Jerry Parker "75-6208 

Mystery Hike - A short easy' hike about 2 miles, bring the kids . 

Saturday 12 July: 1 :00 p.m. leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 

Eight Annual l aconic Mountains Ramble - Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, mountain 
peaks with view north, south, east, and w'est. a Japanese garden, and other goodies. Wine and 
cheese on the lawn afterw ard 2 to 5 miles easy to moderate walkers can leave the group at 
several different points and wan on the lawn for the rest. No lunch Ram date is July 13; call the 
leader if in doubt 


Sunday 13 July: 10:00 a.m Leader Dave Hardy- 

Clarendon Gorge Bridge work party - Help out w'ith yearly maintenance of the suspension 
bridge spanning the Mill River Tools provided. 

Saturday 19 July: 8.30 a.m. Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Old Job Trail to Griffith l ake and Baker Peak - A long hike with great view and a beauuful 
mountain lake. 7-S miles difficult, ram date Sundav July 20. 



Saturday 26 July: 1 :00 p.m. Leader: Kit Davidson 273-2982 

Third Annual Falls of Lana Ramble - Salisbury and Leicester. One of the most spectacular 
waterfalls in Vermont, a panoramic view of Lake Dunmore, an enchanted sort of forest, and a 
mountain lake encircled by white birch. 3 miles moderate Good family excursion. Walk to 
Silver Lake optional; swimming there or in Lake Dunmore possible afterward. Ram date July 27 
call the leader if in doubt. 

Saturday 2 August: Leader: Eric Deutschbein 885-4641 

Canoe West River to Brattleboro - Call leader for lime and meeting place. 

Thursday 7 August: 7:00 p.m. 

Schedule meeting at Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Sunday 10 August: 1 :00 p.m Leader: Churchill Scott 775-1494 

Killinglon Section Hike - 3 miles moderate; walking to Styles Cemetery in the Ira area There is 
marker for a revolutionary soldier among other stones of the eighteenth century. 

Saturday 16 August: See times below Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-3006 
White Rocks Scramble 1:00 p.m. - Come with your fearless leader while he climbs the white 
rocks talus slo}>c lor the fourth tune. 4 to 5 miles steep, rocky and difficult but if he can do it 
again, you can do it at least once Return down Keewaydin Trail to picnic area to join those 
coining downi see below') for a fireless picnic supper on Little Rock Lookout. 

Fireless Picnic Supper 4:00 p.m. - Leader Benue Donahue; meeting at park to join the White 
Rocks Scramble group at Little Rock Lookout. Rain date August 17. 

Saturday 23 August. 9:00 a.m. Leader: Da\e Hardy 

Map and C'ompass T rek - Help the GMC explore and map out a new local ion for the Buck) in 
Trail, from Brewer< Comers to Cooper Lodge on Killingtou Peal. 8 to 9 miles difficult, 
bushwhack 

Sunday 31 August. 9.30 a. in. Leader. Roma and A1 Pulling 773-6997 

Forest Service Rd.. 30 to Lost Pond Shelter and Return - 5 miles easy to moderate. 


Saturday 6 September Leader Dave Hard)’ 

Bear Mountain Bushw hack - Use maps aud compass to explore a LT/AT relocation near 
Wallingford. Moderate bushwliack, mileage uncertam Meet at 9:00 a m at junction Rts 7 and 
140 ceuter of Wallingford. 


Saturday 13 September 9:00 a.t^ Leader Ray Catozzi 773-3006 

Mystery Hike ^ En^y^ ijoderate^&nfc'bush whacking, great view from the top. Rain date 


September 14.- AAdlfi-S *RoovJ$ "Tri^ 
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Lake Ninevah 

by Churchill Scott, Leader 

Just a few days after one of the largest snowstorms 
of the season a group of 1 1 hikers visited the grave 
of Vermont's "Unknown Soldier". Due to the snow 
the leader had doubts about going up to Mount 
Holly and Lake Ninevah, but Parker and other 4- 
wheel drivers said "No problem", so we went. 
Walking conditions w'ere very good and everyone 
enjoyed the short hike. 

The early account of the area tells of two colonial 
soldiers returning home stopping at a nearby spring 
where one of them had a fatal heart attack. His 
companion buried him on a nearby knoll and no 
record was kept. 

In the early 1900’s a group of Boy Scouts and 
leaders excavated the site and found this tale true. 
Around 1994 the Vermont Legislature passed a bill 
naming this spot Vermont's "Unknown Soldiers 
Grave". 

PS - The leader would like to apologize to Charlie 
Edger for not being more certain as to the 
destination of this hike. I did have cold feet about 
the area but was finally told we could make it 


Please send the articles soon after the hike. 
Deadline for the next issue is December 11, 1997. 

Please send copy to Rob Carey, RR1 Box 340, 
Wallingford, VT 05773. Or Email to 
ROBCAREYSW@AOL.COM. 


Hamilton Falls, Jamaica 

by Sue Thomas, Leader 

The club's old enameled coffee pot got some 
exercise at the state park campground, w-here we 
began our trip with a cook-out. It was a chilly 
spring day, so hot chocolate was just the thing, and 
hot dogs are at their best cooked over a campfire. 
Once stuffed, we walked along the river to the base 
of the Hamilton Falls trail. Along the way we 
spotted eider ducks and got a demonstration of 
skillful white water kayaking, and found many 
wildflow-ers, including a "quadrillium" (Hopefully 
this had nothing to do with proximity to a nuclear 
power plant or superfund site. No eight legged 
frogs were sighted.) 

Spring run-off made the falls spectacular, we 
climbed up to the top w'here there's an interesting 
series of pot holes, smoothed out by the running 
water. 

Everyone opted then to hike on to Ball Mountain 
Dam, where we climbed up the gravel side to the 
top, expecting to see a lake on the other side. 
Unfortunately the lake had not had time to refill 
after the most recent release, so our view was of 
mud flats. Turkey vultures were making good use 
of it though, snapping up stranded fish. We saw 
several soaring by at our eyelevel which was great, 
made the climb worthwhile. 

On the way back we unfortunately managed to dunk 
one of the kids in the frigid river. He was an 
awfully good sport about it and had recovered by 
the time we reached Rutland. Thanks to Eric, who 
crossed back over the river to retrieve a lost pack, 
and to Carol who came down from Burlington for 
the hike and identified warblers for us. 
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Spring Wildflower Wade 

by Sue Thomas 

The weather for our annual spring wildflower walk 
was to say the least, uninspiring! I was amazed to 
find a good sized group assembled at the park, 
decked out in slickers and rainpants and ready to 
brave the elements. 

It had taken me several scouting missions to find 
any wildflowers at all, it being an unusually cold, 
wet spring. We started out from Inman Pond in Fair 
Haven, here I'd seen large stands of hepatica in 
many colors just the day before. This day however, 
they had wisely folded themselves up to wait out 
the rain, proving once and for all that plants are 
smarter than hikers! We did find lots of trailing 
arbutus though, fragrant flowers and larger and 
more abundant than usual. We found a fairly good 
variety of flowers all in all - trillium, wild ginger, 
saxifrage, coltsfoot, Solomon’s seal, spring beauties 
and violets among them, and were able to get in out 
of the rain for lunch at a very chic establishment - 
namely inside an abandoned tractor trailer. 
Somewhat lacking in atmosphere, but dry! 

The question of the day was, where were we? We 
studied maps of the area and I have since spoken to 
several people we live around there. No one can 
figure out what lake our cozy lunch spot 
overlooked. A mystery ... 


Otter Creek Canoe Trip 

by Ruth Gibbud, Leader 

On a sunny June day with just enough breeze to 
chase the black flies away, twelve intrepid boaters 
gathered to explore the northern reaches of the 
Otter Creek, between West Salisbury and 
Middlebury. These included five canoes, one with 
a fisherman, and two kayaks, skittering about 
visiting and encouraging those in the larger boats. 
There was a bit of racing on the smooth water, a 
luscious picnic lunch by the bridge and an 
unexpected dip in the river by two of the party; they 
dried quickly in the sun. At the pull-out, all agreed 
we should do it again. 


Old Job Trail to Baker Peak 
by Sue Thomas, Leader 

In the midst of a summer heat wave, I managed to 
schedule this long trek on a cold and windy day. 
The thermometer on my jacket read 52 in the 
middle of the day! It felt pretty good to us after 
several days in the 90's, that is until we got to the 
summit, where the wind on the exposed rocks was 
really frigid. Seemed like we'd fast forwarded right 
through July and August and on into November! 

We were glad we'd stopped at Griffith Lake for 
lunch and didn't linger long at the top, though the 
view was great. While there we were joined by a 
dog who'd had a porcupine encounter along the 
trail, poor thing Pat, who is a vet, tried to help the 
owner yank a few quills out, but pliers were needed, 
and probably anesthesia, so she administered dog 
biscuits instead. We also shared our cookies with a 
couple w'ho were doing trail maintenance. All of us 
who do that work ourselves know it should be 
rewarded! 


White Rocks Scramble & Picnic Aug. 16 
by Ray Catozzi, Leader 

This outing was a daring attempt to intice a few 
adventuresome climbers to do what I had done four 
times in the past, with only a few joining me then. 
Once I went up the talus slope alone. It’s not easy, 
and one has to use caution as one approaches the 
looser and smaller rocks near the top. 

But we had eight who wanted to do it, including 9 
year old Seth Carey. Seth was having so much fun 
we had a tough time holding him back to stay with 
the gang We got boxed in up under the near 
perpendicular cliff and too quite some time to find 
our way out of the box, and get on top. Therefore 
we were late in getting back down so we didn't go 
up to lookout rock to join the supper people. They 
went up, waited, then came back down so we ate at 
the picnic area. Twas quite a trip, but I don't think 
I'd care to do it again. 


Killington Section Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule Fall 1997 

Trips leave from Main Street Park south of Rutland City Fire Station, at the time shown. Participants 
should bring lunch unless noted. Non-members are welcome! 

Wear sturdy, water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader Distances are approximate, 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing For more information about a trip, please call trip leader Leaders are not 
necessarily trained in first aid If you ride with someone, please share car expense 


Sat Sept. 20 and Sunday Sept. 21 Leaders: Rob and Sue Carey 446-2830. Call for details. 

Easy, historical backpack in Little Rock Pond Area. 

Saturday Sept. 27 8:30 AM Leader: Mary Ellen Zizis, call Sue Thomas for details (773-2185) Rain 

date Sunday Sept. 28. Stratton Mountain Climb the peak where James Taylor dreamed of the Long Trail, 
continue on to Stratton Pond. Great Views from summit tower. 12 miles - difficult. 

Saturday Oct. 4 10:00 AM Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Moscow Pond and Glen Lake Visit several remote beaver ponds and cliffs over looking lake Bomoseen 4 to 5 
miles, moderate. 

Saturday Oct. 1 1 10:00 AM Leaders: Al and Roma Pulling 773-6997 

Fourth Annual Senior Shuffle - Deer Leap - Sherburne See the new trail for yourself. The view from the 
top is unchanged. 

Sunday Oct. 19 9:15 AM Leaders: Gordon and Helen Cawood 352-4310 

Mt. Carmel. Hike in from the Pittsfield side to the Long Trail, then up the abandoned summit trail. 6 miles 

moderate, with some climbing 

Sunday Oct. 26 9:00 AM Leader: Gretchen Crowley 7759354 

_ __ m 

Okemo Mountain. Great views from the summit tower. 5 miles difficult (steep in places). 

Saturday Nov. 1 8:30 AM Leader: Connie Youngstrom 492-3502 

Black Mtn. Near Lake George. Beautiful view' of the Lake, Adirondacks, and Green Mountains. Will follow 
the loop trail to return past several Beaver Ponds. 8 miles, difficult. 

Saturday Nov. 8 10:00 AM Leader. Herb Ogden 775-1350 

Woodard Cemetery, Sherburne. This is way up on the ridge that separates East Sherburne (or Little 
Sherburne from the rest of town. We will reach it by hiking east on the Appalachian Trail from the River Road 
up toward Quimby Mountain. Via woodroads, we will reach the two-grave Woodard Cemetery from the 1840's. 
Also the remains of two nearby houses, one large and one tiny. There is a good view’ toward Pico and 
Killington. We will descend on the Quimby road back to our starting point. 4.5 miles, moderate; but steep in 
places. 

Saturday Nov. 15 1 :00 PM Leaders: Al and Roma Pulling 773-6997 

Historic Rutland. Explore the origins of Rutland with members of the Rutland Historical Society. 3miles, 

easy. 

Saturday Nov. 22 5 :30 PM Call Linda Smith 265-4493 

Annual Fall Potluck Dinner. Bring a dish to share and your own place setting(s) (plate, cup, silvenvare). 
Come and see a great slide show. Meet directly at the Econo-Lodge on Rt. 4 in Mendon. 


Thursday Dec. 4 7:00 PM Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Scheduling Meeting. Meet directly at Sue's - 27 Clinton Ave 

Sunday Dec. 7 1:00 PM Leader: Churchill Scott 775-1494 

Glen Dam - Rutland. Short, easy hike, walk, or ski depending on snow. 

Saturday Dec. 13 10:00 AM Leader: Wally Rogers 468-3210 

Nature Conservancy Preserve - West Haven. Hike or ski depending on the weather. 5 miles, moderate. 
Meet at Fair Haven Grand Union. 

Saturday Dec. 20 10:00 AM Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350 

Delaware & Hudson Rail Trail - Castleton to Poultney. Cross Country ski only (no walkers or snowshoers 
please) from Castleton State College to Poultney on former railbed past fields and forests on a very gentle 
grade. 6 miles easy. If there is insufficient snow, the leader may substitute another trip, so call ahead if in 
doubt. 

Sunday Jan. 10 9:00 AM Leader: Gretchen Crowley 775-3509 

Snowshoe up Snake Mountain. Spectacular views of the Champlain Valley and the Adirondacks. 4 miles 
difficult. 

Saturday Jan 17 8:30 AM Leader: Karen Cartier 773-3509 

Snowshoe from Middlebury Gap to Silent Cliff then down the Burnt Hill Trail. 6 miles difficult 

Sunday Jan. 25 10:00 AM Leader: Jerry Parker 775-6208 

Shrewsbury Snowshoe or Cross-country ski. 4 miles, moderate. 
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Historic Rutland November 15, 1997 
by Roma Pulling, Leader 

With the first day of deer hunting we arranged an 
outing that avoided areas overrun with hunters. We 
concentrated on landmarks from the earliest days of 
Rutland's settlement. Alfred and I met nine other 
hikers at the park; and two ferrets! ! 

Leaving our cars at the park, we walked down Main 
Street as far as Washington Street, down the hill to 
Depot Park, along Merchants Row to West Street, 
up West Street to Main Street, north on Main Street 
for a way, after which we retraced our steps to 
Center Street and explored it 

Along our route were the homes of four Vermont 
governors: John Page, John Meade, Israel Smith 
and Charles Williams. We paused at the home of 
George Chaffee, now an art gallery, and that of 
Nathaniel Chipman, a judge and senator. The 
founder of the Rutland Herald, Samuel Williams, 
had a house on Main Street as well. 

Downtown we stopped to read the new historic 
display across from City Hall and went into the 
Opera House, a former theater. Along West Street 
stands the former store of Nathan Osgood, now a 
law office, and markers at the location of Vermont's 
first state house and Fort Rutland. Our last stops 
were at the old Bank of Rutland on Center Street, 
the old post office and jail (now the library) and the 
bank building across the street, in recent years the 
Recreation Center. 

I want to thank Bemie Donahue very much for his 
assistance on this hike. 


Uniform Dues Now in Effect 

The Uniform Dues Policy, enacted by the Main 
Club Board of Directors on January 18, 1997, over 
the objection of the Killington Section, is now in 
effect Dues are now $27 for and individual, $35 
per family. 20% ($5.40 of an individual 
membership) will be returned to the Section. There 
is a $7 discount available for volunteers or those of 
limited income. Use of either discount is on the 
honor system. [The above information is from The 
Long Trail News Spring 97, page 16]. 

The editor believes that all memberships and 
renewals will now be handled by the Main Club 
office. They will probably send out one or more 
renewal notices. 

Editor Resigns 

This is the last issue of Smoke & Blazes that I will 
be doing. I have enjoyed putting out the newsletter, 
but now have difficulty finding the time to put in 
the concentrated effort required to make the 
deadlines. Also due to several considerations, my 
interest and time to participate in Club functions 
has dropped to a minimum. 

Green Mtn Club or VT Parks Dept??? 

[The following is reprinted from Smoke & Blazes 
Vol. 24 No 3. July - Sept 1972. The letters were 
written by Herb Ogden Senior. They were very 
prophetic, and express my feelings very well] 

Here is a copy of a letter I have sent to Ray Secor 
[then KS President]. Can you include it in die next 
issue of S&B? 


(continued on page 4) 
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Quimby November 8, 1997 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

The pervious day’s weather forecast for the day of 
this hike was rain, rain and rain. Instead of that, we 
got a mild Novemberday with even a little sun. The 
only hint of rain lay in the magnificently braided 
clouds we saw near the end of the day. Moral: don’t 
give up on an excursion until you see what the 
weather actually is on the chosen day. 

Seven of us headed up the Appalachian Trail from 
the River Road in Sherburne toward Quimby 
Mountain. The woods on the first ascent were very 
pleasant, as was the Ottauquechee Section's well- 
maintained trail. From below, the slope looks steep 
and continuous, but there are actually little shelves 
on the way up, some with huge boulders. Some may 
consist of part of theTaconics that slid over the 
Green Mountains and were separated from the rest 
of the Taconics by erosion that brought the Greens 
to the surface again. With the leaves off, there were 
also good distant views toward Killington, Pico, 
Deer Leap, and Kent Pond. From our lunch spot 
atop a 2523' summit, I think we could see Spruce 
Mountain in Plainfield. 

We crossed under a power line, admired the views 
there, and soon turned off the A.T. after about 2.2 
miles to walk down awide, well-built logging road. 
Where it hit the older Quimby Road, a log landing 
gave expansive views of the Coolidge Range. We 
then followed a woodroad south. Partly blocked by 
logging slash, it was soggy and obscure — yet, as 
recently as 1995, it was easily passable by four 
wheel drives and was the only north-south route I 
found then. (The main route is now the wide 
logging road that leads south, crosses the ridge, then 
leads north to Notown.) In about 500', just after 
passing a left turn that leads up to a 2480' gap that 
may once have had a primitive road to Stockbridge, 
it passed about 60' east of a well-preserved35' x 25' 
stone cellarhole with a 13' x 9' chimney platform in 
the middle. It was about 6' deep. A few old apple 
trees, a big retaining wall, and other stone walls are 
evidence of what seems to have been a substantial 
farm. 


About 500' farther south and 150' west of the old 
woodroad lies the Woodard Cemetery, surrounded 
by a stone wall. There areonly two headstones and 
footstones, though there is room for two more. Asa 
Woodard's stone says he died 11 July 1845, at age 
74. Mary Woodard's says she died 16 February 
1845, at age 72. 

(Madeline Fleming's History of Sherburne says the 
ages areclearly 24 and 22, but Ray Catozzi and I say 
the first digit ofboth is a "7," and he's a professional 
signmaker, so that’s that.) Because there is no 
reference to her being anyone’s wife and her last 
name is engraved "Woodard" rather than the 
maiden name that usually followed a married 
woman's first name, we concluded Mary was 
probably Asa's sister, not his wife. Our final 
historical stop was a smaller, shallow foundation 
about a tenth of a mile farther south, also just west 
of the old woodroad. Does anyone know of any 
other signs of 19th century habitation up there? It is 
not clear (to me, anyway) when the houses whose 
foundations we visited were built. They are both in 
Right No.38. (All the original Rights show on the 
1869 Beers Atlas of Rutland County.) Sherburne 
land records show Asa Woodard, then of 
Stockbridge, buying land in 1824 that may have 
included at least the southerly house site. He 
bought the west third and easternmost sixth of Right 
38. He sold it in 1831. In the meantime, in 1829, 
he was listed as "of Sherburne" and bought land that 
probably included the cemetery and the northerly 
housesite. This was the south half of the middle 
third and the southwest quarter of the east third of 
Right 38. He bought the north half of the middle 
third and northwest quarter of Right No.38 in 1834. 
This left him with none of his original purchase in 
Right 38 but also with the entire middle part of 
Right 38 that he did not originally buy. Maybe he 
first built the southerly house after his 1824 
purchase. Then, when he sold the 1824 
purchase ,maybe he built the more substantial 
northerly house. 

Asa Woodard's son Asa, Jr., may have hung on up 
in Quimbyfor only one winter after his father died.' 
In the fall of 1846,he sold to John Woodard, who 
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was probably his uncle, his property in Right 37 (at 
least 50 acres of which he had acquired in 1833;the 
book of the Sherburne Land Records that may have 
shown the rest was lost in a fire). The land records 
do not say what became of the Woodard holdings in 
Right 38, where we were. JohnWoodard may have 
inherited them when Asa died in 1845. By 
thenjhowever, John no longer lived in Sherburne, 
having moved back toStockbridge. John Woodard 
disposed of his last Sherburne property in 1851. 
Neither of the houses whose sites we visited 
appears in the 1869 Beers Atlas, nor even in a 1858 
map. PerhapsAsa, Sr., was the last to live in the big 
northerly house and it fell or burned down after he 
died in 1845. 

After ruminating some about what mountainside 
farming must have been like for the Woodards, we 
started down the Quimby Road,soon passing the 
camp that Madeline Fleming says is on the siteof a 
camp a Mr. Erwin built in 1944 from an old logging 
shack of the International Paper Co. The really 
good road ends at a loglanding west of the camp. 
The Quimby Road then took us along avery steep, 
narrow valley. The lower section was formerly 
theroute of the Appalachian Trail. We descended it 
to the RiverRoad by the courtesy of Section 
member Charles Edgar, over whose land it passes. 

Quimby has a neighborhood, a mountain, and a 
road namedafter him, but who was Quimby? The 
late Madeline Fleming’shistory says Archie Baker’s 
grandfather knew a Mr. Quimby. The 1869 atlas 
shows a "R. Quimby” house at the end of a poor 
road leading from about the Town Office on the 
River Road up intoRight 40. This is almost a mile 
south of the foundations we visited. Has anyone 
found a trace of Mr. Quimby's house? Maybe we'll 

look for it next year. 

Middlebury Gap LT to Burnt Hill Trail 
January 17,1 998 by Karen W. Cartier 

On Saturday five of us discovered first-hand the 
awesome destructive forces of nature. After 
conferring for a short while about the possibility of 
an alternate hike due to the recent ice storm which 
had affected Addison County, we decided to go 
ahead with the original plan. We were delighted by 


the sun and intense blue sky by the time we arrived 
at the Middlebury Ski Touring Center, where we 
dropped off one car. We started at the trail head on 
RL 125, where we entered another world of the 
crystal forest. 

Recent television coverage of the ice storm did not 
prepare me for the awesome spectacle we found 
north of the Lincoln Gap. It was simply 
indescribable. The amount, and quite frankly, sheer 
weight of the ice was incredible. Passing under tree 
limbs (actually stooping under tree limbs) was met 
with the loud clanging of wind chimes wrought 
from ice. As the sun began to warm up the forest, 
the crashing of ice chandeliers could be heard all 
around. We had to be very careful of where we 
stopped to take breaks, or simply to take stock, lest 
ice daggers impale our heads (there were jokes of 
making hard hats mandatory on GMC hikes!) 

Alas, the wretched beauty impeded our progress 
enormously. It was more like a search team than a 
hike, as we spend most of our time just trying to 
locate the trail (although I spent a considerable 
amount of my time falling down!) At about 2:00, 
we had been out for 3 1/2 hours and realized we 
hadn't made it half-way, and were still bushwacking 
our way, inch by inch. A difficult decision was 
made to retrace our steps back to our starting point 
to avoid the prospect of spending the night in the 
woods! As we returned the way we came, it 
became painfully obvious that we had only gone 
about two miles as the crow flies! We all vowed to 
return in the summer and complete the LT-Bumt 
Hill Trail Loop 


Rails to Turnpikes December 20, 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

This was supposed to be a ski tour on the Delaware 
& HudsonRail Trail from Castleton to Poultney. 
The day before the excursion, the Castleton end 
appeared pretty bony; almost all thesnow had 
melted. When only three people showed up for the 
trip, two had skis, and the one without skis was glad 
to go home, I changed the plan to a short ski tour on 
the Old Turnpike Road in Mendon. 
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Otherwise known as the Elbow Road, this old road 
once was the main route over the mountains, from 
Mendon to NorthSherbume. We skied it from the 
trailhead on the Mendon side to the last camp 
before the old beaver ponds. There is one old 
foundation and an old kiln on the pretty route, 
which has easy grades. Snowmobiles had flattened 
but not ruined the snow, and Mike O'Neill and I had 

a nice trip. 

Directors to Meet 
Tuesday March 10, 1998 

The Killington Section's Board of Directors will 
meet at 7 p.m.on Tuesday 10 March at the home of 
Section President Herb Ogdcn,20 Birch wood 
Avenue, Rutland. 

Topics will include 

• Bear Mountain and Pico West relocations 

• Status of Cooper Lodge and Pico Camp 

• Relocating the lower end of the Canty Trail and 
possibly extending it to Route 4 on newly 
acquired U. S. ForestService land 

• Update from the Directors who are designing a 
membership brochure and short guidelines for 
trip leaders 

• Improving publicity 

• Plans for the Section Annual Meeting in April 

The meeting is open to any Section member, but 
comments by non-Directors may be limited. 

Hoe #4 and Lopper #2 

Where are You? 

During the work parties in the spring of 1997, two 
new pieces ofour trail maintenance equipment 
disappeared. One was a brand new$19 heavy-duty 
garden hoe, used to clear out waterbars. Theother 
was a $31 heavy-duty lopper, used to clear brush 
andbranches. Probably someone threw them into a 
truck after a hardday's volunteer work and they are 
now forgotten in a shed somewhere. 

If you have either of these tools, please call Trails 
& Shelters Chair Herb Ogden at 775-1350. If you 
plan to do trail work with them in April, before the 
first scheduled work party, you may as well keep 
them until then, but do let Herb know so he won't 


have to spend more of the Section's money on 
replacement tools. 

Mt. Carmel October 19, 1997 
by Gordon and Helen Cawood, Leaders 

Twelve hikes mounted an assault on Mt. Carmel in 
Chittenden. From the center of Pittsfield we drove 
west on FR 35. About a mile of this is rough road 
which improves on entering the GMNF. We then 
followed FR 97 south for about 1/2 mile to a 
snowmobile trail which was the start of the hike. 
We followed this trail, stopping briefly at "Art's 
View" to take a look at Mt. Carmel and Bloodroot 
Mtn. Thank you. Art, whoever you are. On 
reaching the LT, we proceeded north to the cairn on 
the right indicating the abandoned fire warden's trail 
which is not difficult to follow up to the summit. 
No one climbed the tower. Since it is flopped over 
horizontally, it wouldn't do much good. 
Nevertheless there were limited views to the west 
and a good place for lunch. 

One mishap to report. John Little's dog, Samantha, 
who thrilled at running on ahead, returned once 
with a faceful of porcupine quills. John tried to 
deal with this on site, but it became obvious that he 
should abandon the hike and take poor Samantha 
out for professional care. We wonder if the GMC 
might want to rethink its policy of allowing 
unleashed dogs on hikes. Hat Hanneghan's Omar 
was leashed through-out the hike and emerged 
unscathed. 

Thank you for coming: Caroline Waldhauer, Mary 
Ellen Zizis, Ray Catozzi, Michael O'Neill and 
friend Helen, Bob Perkins, Bemie Donahue, Pat 
Hanneghan, Sue Thomas and John Little. We 

enjoyed your company. [ 

New England's Largest Glacial Boulder 
June 28, 1997 by Ray Catozzi, Leader 

After failing to find my way into this really large 
stone a few years ago I once more inquired in the 
small town of Whitingham, near the Massachusetts 
border and found a person working in their post 
office who had been there. He told me where the 
trail was that led up to the rock, and I drove to it a 
few miles west of the village on Rt. 100. That was 
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last year. So, even before I lucked into it, I put it on 
the schedule. Then I asked and received some 
assistance in hiking in to the boulder from Jerry 
Parker, back last spring. A short but very steep 
ATV trail led us to the rock in about 1/2 hour hike 
time. 

After finding the rock and then taking pictures, we 
continued on as the trail to what looked like the top 
of the hill. It was, and the trail turned west and 
headed back down in a nice gradual decline, and lo 
and behold, we came back down to Rt. 100 about a 
mile west of our entering trail. I said this is the way 
we're going to hike in of June 25. Another 
advantage was parking for a dozen cars, against 
only 2 at the first trail. 

So 8 of us made the gradual, but hot climb as we 
were in the sun most the way up. There it was, the 
rock, right where Jerry and I left it last spring. It is 
about 60 ft long, 35 ft wide, and 25 ft high, with a 
tree growing out of the top. 

Then we rode a few mile to Harriman Reservoir 
Dam and had a late (3pm) lunch while watching al 
the motor boats on the water 

Okemo Mountain October 26, 1 997 
by Gretchen Crowley 

The rainy weather held off for seven of us to hike 
up to the fire tower at the summit of Okemo 
Mountain. Our fearless leader. Kinsman "The 
Wonder Dog" led us gradually up the trail that was 
covered with Autumn's quilt of colors laid down to 
blanket the Earth for the upcoming Winter. 

As we neared the top we were greeted with patches 
of snow from the previous night's storm. The view 
from the fire tower offered a panoramic view of the 
surrounding ski areas which will be bursting to life 
by Thanksgiving. 

On the trip down, Ray was tantalizing our tastebuds 
with his secret recipe for Elderberry wine. Once 
back at the car, Ray surprised us with a sampling of 
his Elderberry wine complete with wine glasses - 
which was a perfect ending to a pleasant hike! 
Thanks Ray! 


Green Mtn Club or VT Parks Dept??? (Cont) 
I think it is important that members of the 
Killington Section should know that I am 
withdrawing because of Main Club action, not 
because of anything that has occurred in the 
Killington Section. 

Sincerely, Herb Ogden Sr.; June 1972 

Ray [Secor], I have concluded, after Saturday's 
Annual GMC Meeting, that I can no longer 
volunteer my whole hearted services for the Green 
Mountain Club as a member of the Killington 
Section. This is not a sudden decision. In recent 
years it has seemed to me that an unhealthy trend 
has been strengthening as Sections falter and Main 
goes "big time." I am inclined, in any such 
situation, to go either whole hog or get out. I find 
this trend so disheartening, over a period of years, 
that I can no longer go whole hog. 

As I indicated in my "memo" on Saturday and 
sought to point up during the seminar, I feel that the 
present trend can lead only to the Vermont Parks 
Department. This trend involves standardization of 
too many facets of trail & shelter maintenance, 
directives from Main, permission from Main rather 
than advice, salaried executive secretary, the 
executive-committee-of-the-executive-committee 
(Advisory Board?), a stifling of individual initiative 
and responsibility in the Section, a position that 
Sections are creatures of the Main Club rather than 
the other way around— and several other 
considerations. 

I have, in recent years, spend considerable time and 
money on the Tong Trail as an active member of the 
Killington Section, in hopes that my perception of 
the trend might be clouded. That hope no longer 
exists. I do not wish to play an active role in the 
dissolution of the volunteer organization once 
known as the Green Mountain Club. 

Sincerely, Herb Ogden Sr.; May 1972 







Killington Section Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule Winter & Spring 1998 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown. 
Participants should bring lunch unless noted. Non-members are welcomel 

Wear sturdy, water-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader Distances are approximate; 
difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. Leaders are not 
necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

January 31, Saturday: Leaders Roma and A1 Fulling, 773-6997, 1 :00 p.m. 

Snowshoe from Belview Ave. to leaders house for fireplace party. 2 mi. conditions 
permitting else alternate route. 

February 7, Saturday: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 10:00 a m 

Ski or snowshoe old turnpike road to elbow road, long trail - Sherburne. 4 mi. mod 

Old beaver pond. 

February 21, Saturday: Leaders Gordon and Helen Cawood, 352-4310, 9:30 a m. 

Meet at Leicester Four Corners, grade school. 

Joint hike with Breadloaf Section, snowshoe or hike (no skis), Moosealamoo from 
Keewaydin camp. 5 mi. mod 

February 28, Saturday: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 9:00 a m. 

Ski or Snowshoe, Chittenden Brook Trail through moose territory past beaver 
ponds and overlooks. 7.5 mi difficult. 

March 7, Saturday: Leader Mary Ellen Zizis, Call Sue Thomas for details 773-2185, 

10:00 a m. 

Hike or Snowshoe Long Trail north from Brandon Gap. Difficult 

March 14, Saturday: Leader Gretchen Crowley, 775-9354, 10:00 a m. 

Mystery snowshoe or hike. 4-5 mi. moderate. 

March 21, Saturday: Leader Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502, 9:00 a m. 

Shrewsbury snowshoe or hike. 4-5 mi. moderate. 

April 4, Saturday. For details call Linda Smith, 265-4493, 5:30 p.m. 

Annual Meeting and potluck at Econo Lodge, route 4 Mendon. 

Bring your own place setting and a dish to share, also your ideas for the summer hike 
schedule. 

April 26, Sunday: Leader Gretchen Crowley, 775-9354, 10:00 a m 
Mystery hike, 4-5 mi. moderate. 

May 2, Saturday: Leader Jean Davies, 483-6623, 1 :00 p.m. 

Pittsford trails, easy 4-5 miles. Mileage subject to groups desires. 

May 9, Saturday (rain date May 10) Leader Ray Catozzi, 773-3006, 10:00 a m. 

Suzy Peak, Timouth/Clarendon. Easy to moderate, less than four miles, good views. 

May 16, Saturday: Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185, 10:00 a.m. 

Wildflower hike, call for details. 
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1 8 February 1 998 


Dear friend of the Killington Section: 

Regrettably, the Smoke & Blazes that was mailed at the end of January 
contained misinformation about membership renewal. The GMC's Waterbury 
Center headquarters will not send out renewal notices for the Killington Section, 
because we have not asked it to and do not want it to. As it has for years, our 
Section will continue to send out its own renewal notices. 

We prefer to collect Section dues ourselves and send the GMC's share to 
headquarters, rather than have the GMC staff collect the dues and send us our 
share. This way, the Section gets the money faster. Also, having our Section 
volunteers do the work ensures that the GMC need not hire additional paid staff to 
deal with Section memberships. This is good, because the more staff the GMC 
hires, the more the dues seem to increase. 

If there is a "paid" next to your address label, you have renewed for 1998. 

If there is a "life," you are a Life Member and need not pay. Otherwise, please 
send your dues to the Section Treasurer at the address on the form that 
accompanies this letter. The GMC Bylaws give you until 1 May to pay, but your 
prompt renewal now will help us plan for the future at the 10 March Killington 
Section Directors meeting. 

The second reason for this letter is to clarify an item in the last schedule: the 
scheduling meeting for outings from mid-May to mid-August will be combined with 
the Killington Section Annual Meeting at the Econo-Lodge on Route 4 in Mendon at 
5:30 p.m. on 4 April. If you have an idea for an outing but cannot attend, please 
call Outings Committee Co-Chair Linda Smith at 265-4493. 

The third reason for this letter is the urgent need to find a new Smoke & 
Blazes editor and assistant editor. I would have put a call for volunteers in the last 
Smoke & Blazes if I had known the editor was quitting. Editorial duties are (1) 
editing articles received, if necessary; (2) laying out the newsletter; (3) printing a 
master copy; (4) taking the master to a commercial printer; and (5) seeing to it that 
the final product is mailed well before the first outing on the new schedule. The 
Outings Committee prepares the outing schedule, so the editor should only have to 
have it printed commercially with the newsletter. This has to be done every three 



months. Contributors can be urged to send in material on computer diskette or E- 
mail. A couple hours' work can produce an acceptable issue. If you want 
something that looks more professional or includes artwork, it takes longer. If you 
want more information, please ask me. I edited Smoke & Blazes on a computer 
from 1988-94. 

Because we need to get the next issue to the printer by early May, please 
contact me by the end of March if you are interested in helping with Smoke & 
Blazes or know of someone who might be. I would hate to see our newsletter end 
after 50 years of continuous publication. 

We need other volunteers, too: 

© Trail maintainers (work with clippers, saws, hoes, shovels, pick-mattocks, 
paintbrushes, brush scythes, and more) 

© Shelter and outhouse maintainers (work with hammer, nails, roofing, wood 
preservative, and more) 

© Sign makers (work with wood router) 

© Trails & Shelters Chair to coordinate the above and link our work with that 
of the GMC as a whole (involves some paperwork) 

© Outing leaders (lead hikes, snowshoe hikes, ski tours, bike trips, canoe trips, 
and more) 

© Outings Committee co-chair (help find people to lead outings; compose the 
quarterly outing schedule) 

© Publicity people (contact newspapers, radio, and community access TV to 
let people know about our outings and trail & shelter work; develop a Section 
brochure) 

© Educators (speak at public meetings about the Section, the GMC, hiking, 
camping, and the other things we do) 

If you are interested in volunteering, please note your interest on your membership 
renewal form or call me. 

Finally, a personal note: I did not know my late father's 1972 resignation 
letter would appear in the last Smoke & Blazes. I respected his reason for quitting, 
but I disagreed. I joined the Section in 1962 (before he did), I have been a member 
ever since, and I intend to remain a member. As readers of Smoke & Blazes and 
the Long Trail News know, I have opposed the growth of some GMC bureaucracy 
and vociferously fought some main club initiatives like Uniform Dues. I have lost 
most of the fights. That is no reason to quit, though. The GMC's overall work is 
more important than my dissatisfaction with some aspects of that work. I hope 
those of you who are dissatisfied with some aspect of the GMC will work to 
change it, not abandon the organization that built and maintains the Long Trail. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Millington Section of the 
6tMC - Annual Meeting 

April 4. IMS 

tty Jean Davies, Secretary 

President Herb Ogden opened die meeting after die 
pulluck supper. The Secretary's report was read and 
accepted, in/s/p Al Pulling/Roma Pulling. 

AJ Pulling’s printed treasurer’s report was accepted. 
ml s/p Jake Sherman/Eric Deutschbein. 

The Section President’s meeting will be held at the 
Vermont Law School on April 18. Herb Ogden is going, 
and will be glad to have odier interested members go 
with him. Herb Ogden and Jake Sherman will attend die 
GMC May Sections meeting. 

Rob and Sue Carey contributed over 20 years of service to 
die Killington Section, but disagreed so strongly with the 
uniform dues structure of the GMC, now in place, that 
they did not renew dieir membership. Motion: I move a 
resolution of dianks go to Rob and Sue Carey, 
m/s/p Madeline Sherman/Roma Pulling. 

Trails: 

Herb Ogden gave a trails committee report. He would 
appreciate someone to head up diis committee, since he is 
also president of die Killington Section. Contact him if 
you are interested. 

Before the ice storm, from Route 140 nordi was in good 
shape. The Bucklin Trail will not be moved for die 
present. 

The Blue Ridge Canty Trail was in fine condition. The 
Forestry Service bought land bordering the Old Turnpike 
Road (alias Old Elbow Road), and die Canty Trail may he 
relocated somewhat to come out on Route 4. if there is the 
interest in doing so. It can be (lagged, but probably clear- 
ing action will not take place for a year, anyway. 

Pico camp was not jacked up last year since it appeared it 


might not survive trail relocation. Dave Hardy. GMC Trail 
Supervisor, said dial dicrc was a slowdown on die Killing- 
ton development due to protests from a landowner on die 
WtxxJward Reservoir. This means diat die Pico shelter can 
remain for now, and can be jacked up if we want. 

Hardy reported that they will start cutting diis year on the 
Killington/Pico relocation trail, but the new Pico trail will 
not open this year. The presence of die Bicknell Thrush 
holds back work high up on the Pico Trail until late Au- 
gust. The Long Trail Patrol is slated to work on the western 
Pico route to Route 4. There will be five weeks of volunteer 
patrol and five of paid patrol plus a couple of weeks of 
YCC work. The YCC workers stay at Gifford Woods. They 
will also relocate die Long Trail around die Juggernaut 
Trail and more. 

On the Bear Mountain/Route 140 relocation: The White 
Rocks Trail will go down the Keewaydin Trail to Sugar 
Hill Road, pul in a bridge over Route 140, and go up Bear 
Mountain. This trail should open this year. There are still a 
few places die Long Trail remains in the same location! 

Annual Meeting, page 2 


From the editor . . . 

I’m sure all of you arc eager to gel back out on die trails 
and hats off to all of you who kept hiking through die 
winter months. This is my first edition as editor of Smoke 
& Blazes, and I hope dial I can follow in die footsteps of 
editors past. I am looking to become more active in the 
club as I am a fairly new member. My first hike of die 
season was just a couple of weeks ago, and it fell great to 
be out on the trails again! However I also saw that many 
of the trails in our section will need some clean-up after 
diis winter’s ice storm. Feel free to call, email or snail 
mail anytime widi thoughts, suggestions and stories. 

Kim Armstrong 
HC70 Box 1 12A, 

Plymouth. VT 05056 
(Day) 802-672-4191 
(F) 802-672-4190 
kapr@vemiontel.com 
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Annual Meeting , continued from page I 

The 1998 Ice Storm: (by Dave Hardy) 

South of Route 4 there are approximately 15 
blowdowns above the snow. As the snowmelts, a better idea 
of the underlying brush will appear. 

Route 4 to the Appalachian Gap is die worst area, 
although most damage is under the snow pack. Chain 
saws can be dangerous in clearing ice damaged trees. 

The GMC plan is to let the sections plan dieir own work 
and do what they can There are around 180 
unattached volunteers who Hardy will send out to 
help sections as needed. Hardy hopes die Long Trail will 
be all open by July 4. 

Kim Armstrong planned to attend the Annual Meeting, 
but did not appear. She is the new Smoke Blazes editor. 

Her address is HC70, Box 1 12A, Plymouth. VT 05056. 

Based on Phil Smith's Director’s report. Jake 
Sherman passed out a printout of the Killington 
Section’s views. Eric Deutschbein moved that we adopt 
Sherman’s draft, m/s/p Eric/Roma Pulling. 

Sandy Tarbor is the membership and volunteer 
coordinator for the GMC. She fielded questions from 
die floor concerning the proposed expansion of GMC 
headquarters in Waterbury. and the make-up of the staff. 

She said dial there is no GMC plan to go to the 
membership for money. Money appropriated by the 
Legislature for the GMC all goes to land projects. She 
stud there were 10 full-time staff widi the rest being seasonal. 
Those include shelter caretaker staff and the LT patrols. 

Sue Thomas and Jean Davies went off the Killington 
Section Board, having served the maximum two 
terms. Davies took notes for the remainder of the Annual 
and die Director’s meetings. 

Nominations for the Killington Section Directors: 

Connie Youngstrom by Sue Thomas. 2 nd by Roma Pulling 

Jake Sherman by A1 Pulling, 2 nd by Sue Thomas 

Bob Perkins by Ray Catoz/.i. 2 nd by Al Pulling 

Karen Cartier by Sue Thomas. 2 nd by Eric Deutschbein 

I move the nominations be accepted. 

m/s/p Madeline Sherman/Jake Sherman. 

The election was by ballot with Youngstrom. Sherman 
and Perkins being elected to the Board. 

A Director's Meeting followed: Nominations: 

Herb Ogden for President by Jean Davies, 2 nd by Al Pulling 
Phil Smith for Vice-President by Al Pulling, 2 nd by 
Jake Sherman 


I Pulling for Treasurer by Jake Sherman, 2 nd by Bob Perkins 


Jake Sherman for Secretary by Bob Perkins, 2 
Connie Youngstrom 


bv 


It was decided that a copy of Sherman’s proposal should 
be sent to Phil and Linda Smith and the secretary of 
die GMC. 

Bob Perkins agreed to serve in the new post of historian, 
m/s/p Jean Davies/Jake Sherman. 

It was suggested that the next Smoke & Blazes let 
members know dial we are starting to collect GMC history, 
in case they have pictures, ledgers and other memorabilia. 

The Directors’ meeting adjourned al 8: 12 p.m., 
followed prompdy by the adjournment of the Annual 
Meeting, m/s/p Bernie Donahue/AI Pulling. 


Have You /Renewed 
Your Membership? 

Remember Smoke & Blazes ends for you widi diis issue if 
you have not renewed your membership for 1998. Take a 
minute to till out the membership form in diis issue to 
renew today. 


In Memory . . . 


Arnold G. Bebee Sr. 

Arnold Bebee passed away February 16 in Cambridge, New 
York, at the age of 77. Mr. Bebee was the fadicr of Vivian 
Bebee Walter, a Killington Section member. Mr. Bebee 
worked in Bennington for die W.E. Daily co. and served as 
town clear and lister in Rupert. REP 

Cornelia Mould Baker 

Cornelia “Corky” Baker, of Forestdale, passed away re- 
cendy. She was a former member of the Killington Section, 
known then as Corky Wilbur, She was the daughter of Fred 
Mould, who was a Sterling Section member and tireless 
worker on the Long Trail. Moulds Lodge, on the site of the 
present Beaver Meadow Lodge, was named for him. REP 

Wanted: 61MC Memorabilia 

Have you been collecting old pictures, ledgers and 
other memorabilia about the Long T rail and the 
Killington Section? We will begin to collect these 
items to start a GMC history archive. 

If you have items you would like to donate, 
please call Bob Perkins at 773-01 84. 
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excursion Reports . 


Three Dog HiKe 

October t777 


by Sue Thomas, leader 

Having encountered an unusually belligerent porcupine on 
a previous trip to Moscow Pond. I was a little uneasy about 
die three dogs who endiusiastically joined us from an Octo- 
ber hike. The 20 people were none too pleased to hear about 
it either. Luckily I’d waited to warn them till we were on 
our way so there was no escape for them. We took a trail 
built by the YCC (Youth Conservation Corps.) that con- 
nects Half Moon State Park with Bomoscen, by way of 
Moscow and Said Ponds, an area rich in wildlife, mostly 
harmless though we kept an eye out for “Spiney Norman” 
as I have named my attacker. 

We had lunch on the rocks surrounding Moscow Pond and 
explored a newly flooded beaver pond where many trees 
had been chewed and removed. Perhaps we could enlist 
their help in clearing the ice storm damage on the Long 
Trail! 

Our next stop was an overlook above Glen Lake, dien die 
trail winds down and circles die lake, coming out on several 
points jutting into the waters, very scenic. All made it back 
un-spined and happy. 

Quarterline Poad 

January ?/, I? 70 

By Roma Bulling, leader 

If you thought that the January 21 hike was to be crosslots 
to our house for a fireplace party, you were right. We de- 
voted quite a bit of time to finding a route that would avoid 
die swamp because it had failed to freeze, but a few days 
before the 3 1 “ it became clear dial even a bypass of the 
swamp wouldn’t be satisfactory. We had several inches of 
snow on the ground with a thick crust, which broke widi 
every step. An alternate route had to be found, as provided 
in the schedule. 

Years ago Harold Rogers used to lead winter hikes on the 
Quarterline Road in Rutland Town, and we decided to go 
there again. Parking near where the paved road turned to 
dirt, we started walking. Immediately off to our left we had 
a lovely view of the Green Mountains in the distance. Soon 
die road forested on both sides until it crossed through 
fields further on. We walked until the road intersected a 
paved one, at which point we turned back. The weather was 
sunny and perfect for a winter hike, although die day had 
started out cloudy. We saw turkey tracks beside the road. 
One jeep passed us. 


6lbovi I^oad, Mendon 

February 1, 1770 

by Herb Ogden, leader 

Which road between Shrewsbury and Duxbury crosses die 
Green Mountains at the lowest elevation? Which one has 
its highest point somewhere other than where it crosses die 
east- west watershed? 1 think the answer to bodi is the Old 
Turnpike Road from Mendon to North Sherburne. It 
crosses the watershed (and the Long Trail) at The Elbow, 
elevation 1951'. It reaches its highest point, about 2020', 
over one mile west of there. That's atop the first rise in die 
unmainlained part the road as one heads east from the 
snowmobile trailhead. It's near the old kiln dial shows on 
the 1 869 Beers Atlas of Rutland County. 

Anodier interesting fact about the Old Turnpike Road, odi- 
erwise known as the Elbow Road, is dial it used to be die 
main crossing of the mountains between Brandon Gap and 
Shrewsbury, after the Green Road (which crossed near 
North Pond in Chittenden) fell into disuse. After the 1927 
flood, it was supplanted as the mail route by the road over 
Sherburne Pass, now US 4. For more information on the 
Old Turnpike Road, the Green Road, and other abandoned 
parts of Rutland County, sec Faye Smith Moulton's Adven- 
turing Into Vermont's Fast, printed by Academy Books in 
1990. 

Ready to explore diis road on a bright but cold morning 
were nine Killington Section members and guests. We left 
the cars at the Mendon snowmobile trailhead. The snow- 
shoes that most of had brought were unnecessary. Even 
after the main snowmobile route diverged to die Wildcat 
Road, enough machines had traveled the route to pack it 
down and provide solid footing. The one skier did make- 
some use of her skis, though she wisely took diem off on die 
descent toward Nordi Sherburne. We met one other skier, 
one other walker, and one snowmobile. Someone had skied 
nordi on the woodroad from The Elbow and one person had 
walked south on the LT. That was it for people tracks. We 
also saw the tracks of a bobcat, a moose, and a small deer 
descending into North Sherburne. East of The Elbow, we 
noticed considerable damage from the January ice storm. 
Many trees had no tops, and some of the tops had ended up 
in the old road. Luckily, all had been cleared away before 
we got there. 

Going west to east, the first point of interest is die old kiln 
just below the road. To judge from the 1940 LT guidebook, 
the old Hellebore Trail from Blue Ridge to Willard Gap 
crossed somewhere around here. At the fool of the kiln's 
hill, on the south side of the road, is an old foundation. 

Elbow Road, continued on page 4 
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Trail Excursions, continued from page 3 

After passing a camp on the right, descending a hill, and 
passing two big camps (houses, really) on the left, the part 
of the road that is passable in summer ends. We descended 
to the first of die beaver ponds, passing another foundation 
on the right. At die Wildcat Road junction, we marveled at 
die marks left by someone who had apparently driven up 
die snowmobile trail on the Wildcat Road and gotten stuck 
when all four ures broke through the crust. The snowmo- 
biler told us a tow truck had come and pulled it out. We 
wended our way along the edge of a beaver pond diat cov- 
ered the road long ago. ascended past what appeared to be 
an old dam, crossed an active beaver pond on a litde cause- 
way, and climbed gently up The Elbow. Because it wasn't 
even lunch time yet, we descended to the first house on the 
Sherburne side. Though a surveying quirk it is in Mendon, 
however. We admired the old house in its snug valley, 
then, shedding some layers as the day warmed up, retraced 
our tracks uphill to lunch at The Elbow. 

Mt. Moosalamoo 

February 21. IMS 

By Gordon and Helen Cawood, leaders 
Twelve hikers and dog Cuckoo assaulted Mt. Moosalamoo 
from Keewaydin Camp on Route 53, Salisbury. We fol- 
lowed die Summit Road to Keewaydin Trail to Oak Ridge 
Trail to die summit: in all. a 2,000 foot elevation gain. 
There were spring conditions (no snow, a lot of mud) at the 
fool and winter conditions (6” + snow) at the summit. 

Snowshoes were not necessary but might have been helpful 
near die top if it had been worth carrying them all that dis- 
tance. The Summit Road is well marked with blue blazes 
and easily followed to the point where the Campsite Trail 
goes off to the north. Beyond that, the Summit Road and 
Keewaydin Trails are poorly marked and maintained. They 
might present a problem for anybody who is either not fa- 
miliar with the area or unused to following obscure trails. 
We had lunch on the summit and enjoyed an excellent view 
of the inside of a fog bank. Most of the group retraced steps 
smartly. However, a few of us look advantage of another 
viewpoint on the Overcliff Trail to check on scenery to the 
west, including Lakes Dunmore and Champlain. 

Thank you for coming, Mike and Ginger Fiskio, and Jack 
Burbank (Breadloafers), Sue Thomas, Herb Ogden and 
Jerry Parker (Killingtoners), and Joe Menoff, Michael 
O'Neill. Patrice Clark and Susan Mulholland. We enjoyed 
your company. 

Chittenden Groove SKi Trail 

February 2$. liiB 

by Herb Ogden, leader 

Who would have thought that we would need to find a 


shady place to have lunch on a winter outing? Not only was 
this a brilliantly blue and beautiful day, but it was down- 
right warm! Fortunately tiiere was plenty of new snow, so 
the lone skier (the leader) and a half-dozen or so snow- 
shoers were not disappointed. 

The gate just up from the Brandon Gap Road was closed, as 
it usually is in winter, so we began our tour there. Leaving 
the Forest Service road at the summer trailhead. we fol- 
lowed Chittenden Brook on die old woodroad dial doubles 
as the summer and winter trail. The icicles on die ledges 
overhanging the trail had grown huge, and diis part of the 
trail was especially pretty. We followed recent tracks as far 
as die pretty beaver pond. Beyond that, no one had ven- 
tured since the previous week's snowstorm, but the going 
wasn’t bad in about two feet of snow. Some of the down- 
hills in wet, heavy snow taxed the meager skill of the skier, 
but he only ended up in one embarrassing position. He 
made up for diis by gready outdistancing the snowshoers on 
die downhill leg of the ski trail circle. The only other prob- 
lem was encountered by die only dog, who cut his paws on 
some crusty spots but didn't seem to mind much. There was 
only very slight damage from die January ice storm. 

About die only wildlife noted were chickadees and a wood- 
pecker. Despite die warmdi of die day, there were almost 
no animal tracks. Maybe diey had been out earlier in the 
morning before the diin crust melted and 'hus left no tracks. 

Millington Section &oard 
of Pi rectors Meeting 

By Jean Davies, Secretary 

The March 10, 1998 board meeting was held at Herb Og- 
den’s home with the following present: President Herb Og- 
den, Jake Sherman, Ray Catozzi, Sue Thomas. Treasurer 
Alfred Pulling, Sue Carey, and Secretary Jean Davies. 

The minutes of the last meedng were read and approved 
after corrccdng the dates, in/s/p Sue Carey, A1 Pulling. 
Killington Section members pay their dues to A1 Pulling, 
treasurer, who forwards the amount owed to the main club. 

With die new dues system, the status of 30-year members 
who automadcally became life-members, is cloudy. The fol- 
lowing arc exempt from paying dues as 30-year members: 
Raymond Catozzi, Rachael Charland, Ellen B. Russell. W 
Churchill Scott, Ira/Lorraine Hawley, John/Janet Marlin, 
Robcrt/Thelma Perkins. 

Board Meeting, page 5 
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Hoard Meeting, continued from page 4 

Life members are: Herbert/Hannah Ogden. Catherine 
Thomas, Gerald Parker, Joan Sibley, and David Wright. 

To date, the higher dues have not had an apparent effect on 
die Killington Section membership. Motion: Anyone who 
was a member for 30 years at the time the GMC main club 
credited diem as being a life members should be considered 
a life member for the Killington Section as of December 31, 
1997. m/s/p Sue Thomas, Jean Davies. Motion: To establish 
die status of George Reynolds. He should be on the above 
list, m/s/p unanimously. Al Pulling, Sue Thomas. 

Ray Catozzi will remain on the board until his term expires 
in 1999 Sue Carey resigned. Motion: I move to replace Sue 
Carey with Jake Sherman, m/s/p unanimously. Sue 
Thomas. Ray Catozzi. A discussion followed on filling 
odier upcoming vacancies. 

Membership. There were 34 members of the Killington 
Section at this time in 1997. As of March 1. 1998 there are 
52 members, aldiough some are families. There are many 
new people. 

Finances. The cost of getting out Smoke & Blazes including 
stamps runs around $80 to S90 per issue. 

Finances seem stable for 1998 at diis time. 

Motion: Phil Smidi should urge the GMC directors to in- 
vestigate ways people can belong to two sections without 
paying double dues, m/s/p Al Pulling, Ray Catozzi. 

The Board went on record as thanking Sue Carey, Sue 
Thomas. Jean Davies, and Ray Catozzi for their service on 
the board, and Rob Carey for his hard work as editor of 
Smoke <5 Blazes. 

Vice President Phil Smidi sent his report for die Killington 
Section. It appears that less traffic will be around Pico this 
year. The blasting that hikers complained of last year was 
for the pipeline (probably snowmaking and sewage). 

Phil is a GMC Director. The GMC Annual Meeting will be 
held June 13. The GMC directors are considering a pro- 
posal lor three expansion phases, including a staff of 30. 

Our board wondered if we wanted more paid staff in a vol- 
unteer organization. The initial GMC plan was for a big 
push to pay the mortgage on die new headquarters, dien pul 
energy back into the trails. Jake Sherman will write up our 
concerns for the Annual Meeting. 

Governor Clement Road 

Discussion of Gov. Clement Road landowner contracts dealt 
widi the question of “throwing up" the road and installing a 
gate during the hiking season. This would allow landown- 
ers to unlock it. but keep out die problem pickup trucks. 

The snowmobilers are using it responsibly in the winter. 


Jerry Parker contacted some landowners who seemed satis- 
fied widi the idea. Herb planned to contact others. 

Dave Hardy is GMC’s Soudiern Coordinator. He hopes to 
develop a new Pico trail this summer. Discussion: whether 
help from other Sections should be accepted. The Killington 
Section has always maintained the old trail. We don't have 
a signed agreement with the main club about contacting us 
and working through us on trail maintenance to agree on 
changes and work crews. 

There are plans to avoid the Juggernaut ski trail The GMC 
would like our help on a two thirds mile stretch involved 
with the relocation of the main trail and die Appalachian 
Trail. It is flagged. Gary Salmon may have his crew work- 
ing on it this summer. If asked. Killington Section should 
help with work parlies. 

Cooper Lodge is die responsibility of die main club. Ruth 
Cooper Lamb sent a card regarding its future and the inter- 
est of the Cooper family in it. She wrote. “If the current 
Cooper Lodge is to be maintained, die ski area needs to 
agree to oversee its winter use. If dial can't be worked out. 
we urge abandoning it and rebuilding a lodge or lean-to 
somewhere . . .” The family would support a new building 
serving Pico and Killington which would retain die Cooper 
name in memory of her grandfadier. Motion: We encourage 
the ski area to do more on the upkeep of Cooper Lodge, 
m/s/p Jake Sherman. Al Pulling. 

Herb noted our Section By-laws need revision . Since all 
members can vote, the last sentence in Article 2 saying diey 
shall be at least 18 years old should be deleted. And Article 
14 should be deleted on account of uniform dues. Odier 
items will be discussed at the Annual Meeting. 

Trails: Ice damage trail work may lake precedence over 
helping the GMC with new trail work between Route 140 
and Button Hill. An exemption will be needed to use power 
tools in die National Forest. We should keep our eyes open 
for ice damage on the trails and report die location. 

The U.S. Forestry Service is thinking of making some 
changes on the Canty Trail on Blue Ridge. Herb will Itxik 
into it. Discussion on die meeting place and parking prob- 
lem for Killington Section hikes remains unresolved. 
Burlington’s guidelines on Difficulty Ratings as guidelines 
for our hikes should be used in die outing schedule. The 
new GMC trip leader guidelines booklet will be lent to new 
hike leaders. Sue Thomas will continue work on a form for 
new members. Phil Smith and Jean Davies will pursue die 
ideas of Fox Room programs at the Rutland Library. Jake 
Sherman will talk with Jim Davidson of the Rutland 
Historical Society about possible storage of Killington Sec- 
tion archives. 
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Volunteers Step Forward; More Needed! 


by Herb Ogden. Trails & Shelters Committee Chair 

I am happy to report a substantial response to this year's plea lor volunteers. We have a new editor lor Smoke <& Blazes. She 
is Kim Armstrong, a Plymouth resident who owns her own publie relations business. Nine other people volunteered for the 
following (the total is more than nine because some were willing to do more than one thing): Trail work (9), Shelter work 
(6), Signmaking (3), and Publications (1). 

Unfortunately, no one volunteered to lead outings or help with public education. Nobody stepped forward at the Section An- 
nual Meeting, either. Bob Perkins, a new member of our board, did agree to become Section Historian, however. 

If you haven't signed up for trail or shelter work but want to help in that department, just show up for a work party, or, if the 
work parties don't mesh with your schedule, call me at 775-1350 (evenings) or 775-3368 (days) and I will pul you to work. 

If you are interested in other work for the Section, please call. We especially need someone to coordinate trail and shelter 
work in my stead. We are the only Section where the President is also the Trails & Shelters Chair, and I would like that dis- 
tinction to end as soon as possible. 


Killington Section Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule late Spring/Summer/Early Fall 1998 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown 
Participants should bring lunch unless noted. Non-members are welcome! 

Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are ap- 
proximate: difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader 
Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

May 23. Saturday: Leader Herb Ogden. 775-1350, 9 a m. 

Lower Walk-Thru. Join us for our spring clean up on the Long Trail from Rt. 140 in Wallingford to Gov. Clement 
Shelter. Tools provided or bring your own. 

May 30, Saturday (raindate May 31): Leader Ray Catozzi, 773-3006, 8:30 a m. 

Appalachian Trail, Massachusetts. Wildf lower loop hike from Blackinton, Mass, and down the Pine Cobble Trail 
to Williamstown. 4.6 miles easy to moderate, a few short steep pitches. Hopefully we ll see dogwood, mountain 
pinks, mountain laurel and lady slippers. 

June 6, Saturday: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 9 a.m. 

National Trails Day. Spring cleanup from Gov. Clement Shelter to Sherburne Pass. Tools provided or bring your 
own. Help us get the Long Trail in shape for summer hiking. 

June 13, Saturday: Leaders Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310, 8:30 a m. in Middlebury or 9:30 a.m. 
at the trailhead 

Hurricane Mountain, Adirondacks. Joint hike with Breadloaf Section. A steep hike to an open summit with a 
firetower and exceptional views. 6 miles moderate. Call for details. 

June 21, Sunday: Leaders Bill MacDonald, (603) 448-6434 or Eric Deutchbein, (802) 875-1216 

Canoe the Connecticut River. Wilder Dam. Joint with Ottaquechee Section. 15 miles from Wilder Dam to the 

Windsor Bridge. 

June 27, Saturday: Leader Kit Davidson, 273-2982, 9 a.m. 

Falls of Lana, Salisbury. Climb to a spectacular cascading falls near Lake Dunmore, option to continue on to Sil- 
ver Lake. 3-6 miles moderate, with some steep climbing. 
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July 5, Sunday: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 10 a.m. 

Work Party. We ll be working on any unfinished projects in the Killington area. Tools provided. 

July 11, Saturday: Leader Eric Deutchbein, 875-1216, Meet in Rutland at 9:30 a m. or behind 
the Equinox Hotel at 10 a.m. 

Mt. Equinox. Manchester. Up the steep Burr & Burton Trail to a spectacular summit, and down the Beartown 
Notch Trail Come for a day hike or bring a tent and camp overnight, option to join Sunday’s work parly. 5-6 miles 
difficult. 

July 12, Sunday: Leader Eric Deutchbein, 875-1216, 9 a m. behind the Equinox Hotel. Manchester Village 
Mt. Equinox Work Party. Join the Friends of Equinox Preservation Trust doing maintenance on the Burr & Bur- 
ton Trail. 

i July 18, Saturday: Leader Ruth Hare, afternoons 747-7542, evenings after 7, 747-6133, 9 a.m. 

Bicycle Trip, Rutland. 20-25 miles in the Rutland area, moderate pace. 

July 25, Saturday: Leader Carol Hignite, 860-1530, Meet in Rutland at 10 a.m. or at the dam at 10:30 a m. 

Canoe Chittenden Reservoir, Chittenden. Joint trip with the Burlington Section. A leisurely paddle around a 
scenic lake, home to moose and loons, 

August 1, Saturday: Leader Kit Davidson, 273-2982, 1 p.m. 

Taconic Ramble. Spend an afternoon exploring a unique property with varying terrain, from a waterfall to rocky 
cliffs and a Japanese garden. Followed by refreshments with a spectacular view. 

August 2, Sunday: Leader Eric Deutchbein, 875-1216 

Tubing the Sacandaga River, New York State. Approximate fee $20, call one week in advance for details. 
August 8, Saturday: Leadar Jerry Parker, 775-6208, 6 p.m. 

Moonlight Hike, Shrewsbury. A full-moon ramble through the woods in Shrewsbury. 4 miles easy 
August 15, Saturday (raindate August 16): Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185, 8:30 a.m. 

Mt. Abraham, Lincoln. Via the Battell Trail and down the Long Trail to Lincoln Gap Beautiful views from one of 
Vermont’s three alpine tundras. 6 miles difficult. 

August 22, Saturday: Leader Karen Cartier, 773-3509, 8:30 a.m. 

Mt. Ellen. Up the Long Trail from Rt. 17 to the summit and down the Jerusalem Trail. 9.6 miles difficult. 

August 26, Wednesday: Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185, 7 p.m. 

Scheduling Meeting. Come help us plan our upcoming hike schedule. 

August 29, Saturday: Leader Channing Bickford, 773-1794, 10 a.m. 

Old Turnpike Road, Mendon. See the remains of an old kiln and a beaver pond. 3 miles easy. 

September 13, Sunday: Leaders Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997, 9 a.m. 

Homer Stone Brook Trail, Mt. Tabor. Up the Homer Stone Brook Trail to scenic Little Rock Pond and out via the 
Long Trail to Big Branch. 4 1/2 miles moderate. 

September 19, Saturday: Leader Jerry Parker, 775-6208, 10 a.m. 

Shrewsbury Cemetery, Shrewsbury. Explore an old cemetery and mill site on the Cold River with interesting 
sights along the way. 3-4 miles easy -moderate. 

September 26, Saturday (raindate September 27): Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185, 8:30 a.m. 

Sleeping Beauty Mt. & Fishbrook Pond, Lake George. Great views of the Adirondacks and the lake from open 
ledges, and a side trip to a remote pond 7.8 miles, moderate. 


KILUNGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for meinbersliip in ihe Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that 
I/we will receive the Long Tr.ul .Vews (dub quarterly), Smoke and Mazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership card. Dues help 
maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 110 - Route 1, plus side trails) and throughout the lung 
Trail system in Vermont 


DUES 


NAME: 

Individual 

S 27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 


Family 

$ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* 

ADDRESS: 

Individual Lifetime 

$500 (entirely tax-deductible) 


Family Lifetime 

$750 (entirely tax-dcduclible) 



' People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 

or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. TELEPHONE: 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C., the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Vlt. Hub. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club. Inc. 

I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): u;ul work, shelter 
work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails ;uid Shelters Fund, supporting the Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


.Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RED 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 0.5701 



Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Thelma Perkins 

6 Rachel Drive 

Rutland, VT 05701-3772 


Printed on recycled paper 
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Lowland WalK-Through 

Ma>f V*. 

By Herb Ogden, leader 

An unusually good turnout of volunteers allowed us 
to check all the Long Trail from Wallingford Gulf al- 
most to Consultation Point (north of Gov. Clement 
Shelter) and fix most of the problems we found. For 
the first time in years, we also freshened up some of 
the trail blazes during a walk-through. We left this 
part of the LT in good to excellent condition. 

Remaining tasks include improving the signage and 
blazing so hikers wont miss Minerva Hinchey Shel- 
ter and Clarendon Shelter, moving the full privy at 
the latter, adding stepping stones in the cow pasture 
south of the Lottery Road in Shrewsbury, rerouting a 
short stretch near Hermit Spring, fixing wet spots on 
both sides of the Keiffer Road, adding waterbars to 
the ascents between the Cold River Roads, repairing 
steps on a hill south of Gov. Clement Shelter, and 
repainting numerous blazes. Please contact Trails & 
Shelters Chair Herb Ogden (home phone 775-1350) 
if you are interested in any of these projects. 

Highland Walfc-Through 

Tune (/, I'WB 

By Herb Ogden, leader 

Earlier in the spring, we had visions of spending 
days clearing trails that the Vermont state authorities 
and the Appalachian Trail Conference had told us 
were severely damaged in the January ice storm. 

As it turned out, however, the tales of ice damage 
were greatly exaggerated, and we had a very suc- 
cessful bunch of work parties on National Trails Day. 

Some of us, including Bill Robichaud and Jerry 
Parker, got a head start on the annual inspection of 
the Long Trail in the Coolidge Range during May. 
Also, three volunteers with chainsaws from the 
Killington Ski Area cleared all the bigger blowdowns 
from Cooper Lodge to Sherburne Pass. When the 
date for the Walk-Through rolled around, most of the 
Bucklin Trail and the LT north of Cooper Lodge were 
already done. We had enough people to form three 
good-sized work parties. One, led by Greg Western 


from the Waterbury office, went from Cooper Lodge to 
Consultation Point, thoroughly clearing the trail and 
cleaning waterbars, some of which had been ne- 
glected for years. One, led by Bob Perkins, finished 
trimming the trail from Cooper Lodge to Sherburne 
Pass and freshened up the blazes between Cooper 
and Pico. One, led by Herb Ogden, ventured outside 
the Killington Section's usual area and tackled the 
north end of the Shrewsbury Peak Trail. This is nomi- 
nally maintained by Farm & Wilderness Camps, but it 
looked like the ice storm damage south of Shrewsbury 
Peak would keep them busy for some time, so we de- 
cided to help out. The part of the Shrewsbury Peak 
Trail we worked on has seen little or no maintenance 
since at least 1986 and was so grown-in that walking 
parts of it was like swimming through spruce. We 
cleared it to GMC standards south to a point about V4 
mile south of the gap between Little Killington and 
Shrewsbury Peaks. The trail up in the saddle leading 
to the south peak had some old blowdowns but was 
nowhere near as bad as the trail from Shrewsbury 
Peak Jet. down to the gap. 

Remaining tasks on this part of the LT include adding 
puncheon or stepping stones in wet areas about 1 mile 
north of Gov. Clement Shelter and about 1 mile south 
of Pico Camp, moving the Pico privy to a new hole 
because the old one is nearly full, adding still more 
waterbars, and repainting the blazes from Cooper 
Lodge south to Gov. Clement Shelter. Please contact 
Trails & Shelters Chair Herb Ogden (home phone 
775-1350) if you are interested in any of these pro- 
jects. 


From the editor . . . 

Please send me fun stuff about your hikes! I need to 
hear from you! 


Send hike reports and other interesting info to: 

Kim Armstrong 
HC70 Box 112A, 

Plymouth, VT 05056 
(Day) 802-672-4191 
(F) 802-672-4190 
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On this Walk-Through, we had help from not only our 

own volunteers but also from a dozen people that the 
Eastern Mountain Sports store in Lebanon, New Hamp- 
shire had recruited for National Trails Day. Many 
thanks to EMS Assistant Manager Greg Greene, of 
Bridgewater, for providing the majority of our work force 
this day. Thanks also to Killington, Ltd. not only for its 
volunteers but also for giving our work party free pas- 
sage on the new Killington Gondola and a free barbe- 
cue after work was done. 

Connecticut Canoe 

Tune 21, We 

By Eric Deutschbein, leader 
Though only four people from the section attended, this 
trip with the Ottaquechee section was certainly well 
worth the effort. Our two boats were joined by seven 
from the Ottaquechee gang, and after vehicles were 
shifted and equipment accounted for, we set off from 
the base of Wilder Dam. 

The river was up some, but a glance at the bank 
showed that it had very recently been two to three feet 
higher. The current was quite strong, though not nearly 
dangerous. In fact, this made paddling much easier and 
we finished the trip at least an hour quicker than would 
normally be expected. We were also able to float with 
impunity over gravel bars that would normally require 
either fancy maneuvering or canoe dragging (with con- 
sequent wet toes). 

Below White River Junction we passed through some 
minor rapids, and went past a couple of small islands. 
The sun had broken forth just as we had started down- 
river and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves im- 
mensely. There was not a lot of wildlife to be seen, 
some ducks of course and a hawk or two. I don't even 
recall seeing a turkey vulture, which is odd, as I have 
seen many who seem very fond of the Connecticut on 
past canoe trips. 

We stopped for lunch and a swim at Sumner Falls, 
which is actually just rapids. A kayaker was playing on 
the waves, but we all chose the better part of valor. Af- 
ter the Tails," the river widens somewhat and the cur- 
rent is correspondingly a bit slower, but we still made 
good time to the take-out point, just above the Windsor 
covered bridge on the New Hampshire side. 

Getting all the boats on the vehicles was somewhat of 
an adventure, mostly due to the exceptionally slimy 
mud on the riverbank. But of course we somehow man- 
aged, and our adventure came to a close. Many thanks 
to Mary Ellen, Doug and Marta for attending, as well as 
the members of the Ottaquechee section. A special 


thanks is due to Doug, who stayed up half the night be- 
fore the trip devising a method to transport his canoe on 
a different truck, as his had died the day before! 

Hurricane Mountain, 

Mirondacfcs - Toint 

£reaH Loaf/Killington HiKe 

Tune \3 , IW 

By Gordon and Helen Cawood, leaders 

Trip was cancelled due to a forecast of rain and thunder- 
storms. We had only one disappointed caller, Mary Ellen 
Zizis (Killington). No one showed up at the scheduled 
meeting place. P.S. Sue Thomas (Killington) was in 
Adirondak Loj at the time. She reports that the weather 
was so bad she could not go hiking that day. 

£ant>( Trail Worfc ?art>( 

Tul>f 5 IW 

By Herb Ogden, leader 

This work day was originally scheduled to take care of 
any remaining ice storm damage on the Killington Sec- 
tion, but that was all done a month or more before. This 
gave us the luxury of sending a full-fledged work party 
all the way to the top of Blue Ridge Mountain for the first 
time since the Killington Section formally took over 
maintenance of this trail from the late Craigue Perkins 
about ten years ago. 

Most of our time was spent digging silt out of old water- 
bars and adding new ones. There had been few above 
the falls that are two-thirds of the way up the trail. We 
also cleared a half-dozen blowdowns, trimmed brush, 
and mowed a considerable stretch of the old logging 
road just south of the U. S. Forest Service boundary. Fi- 
nally, we spent a lot of time sawing off the ugly, high tree 
stumps that had been left at the summit and hauling the 
brush off into the woods. The trail also has a new regis- 
ter just north of Tall Timbers Camp. My late father 
made it about thirty years ago, and I thought it was about 
time to put it to good use. 

Tasks remaining include repainting the blazes, adding 
puncheon or stepping stones in wet places in the first 
half mile, and scouting a switchbacked reroute between 
the U. S. Forest Service boundary and the falls so as to 
avoid a very steep and eroded stretch. Please contact 
Trails & Shelters Chair Herb Ogden (home phone 775- 
1350) if you are interested in any of these projects. 
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Mount Equinox (Hike £r Camp) 

Tul'j n, \m 

By Eric Deutschbein, leader 

The weather for this trip was quite questionable, per- 
haps accounting for the miserable turnout. Though 
the forecast said warm and sunny, the undeniable 
reality was cloudy and on the coolish side. Only Sue 
Thomas and Mary Ellen Zizis joined me for the hike 
up, and Sue returned to Rutland leaving only two to 
camp. 

The climb up the steep Burr and Burton (or "Blue") 
Trail was, as always, a stern test for even the most 
fit. We kept a steady pace though, and stopped only 
briefly on the way, once at the Upper Spring, which 
unfortunately has suffered from the intervention of 
mankind and now sports a huge PVC pipe where it 
comes out of the mountain. 

We found the weather at the top to be windy, cold 
and clammy, but the excellent view and close prox- 
imity of a hot dog vendor on the porch of the 
Equinox Hotel was enough to make us hang around 
for lunch. We were treated to the unique sight of a 
miniature rain squall working its way along the back 
side of a nearby ridge and right up to our location, 
but it was such a light shower that I had to insist that 
it really had not rained at all. 

We descended the mountain via the Bear Town (or 
“Ridge") Trail, which is one of my favorite trails any- 
where. Much of it is the actual ridge of the north side 
of the mountain, and you have some views to both 
sides, blocked only by the trees. After a couple of 
miles we came out on a truck trail and returned the 
last mile to the "civilized" part of Bear Town Road. 

Sue then departed, and Mary Ellen and I loaded our 
gear into my truck and set off for a camping spot I 
had spotted on the way down. We cleared off two 
small spots on an overgrown log trail to set up our 
tents, and gathered some of the dead limbs around 
us for a fire. Most of the wood was of poor quality 
(being softwoods tossed aside by loggers), but a sec- 
tion of perfectly seasoned beech saved the day and 
cooked Mary Ellen's "campfire stew" just fine (you 
really have to try this stuff!). 

We went to sleep as soon as the sun did, with vague 
hopes of a possible moonlight hike down the truck 
trail in the backs of our minds. Though the moon was 
near full, it was riding low in the sky (being a waning 
moon, two days past full) and the desired illumination 
just wasn't there, with the mountain itself cutting off 
much of the light. 


The scheduled work party with the Equinox Preservation 
Trust for Sunday had been canceled (by them) on short 
notice, so after a hearty breakfast at Mrs. Murphy's 
Donuts, we took a stroll up to Lye Brook Falls. This is a 
relatively short hike to a very tall, "staggered" falls in a 
steep ravine. The weather on Sunday was also consid- 
erably brighter, and it was a good end to the weekend 

Little “Pond 

September \3. fllfc 

By Roma Pulling, leader 

Little Rock being one of the most popular destinations 
on the Long Trail, it wasnl surprising that we were part 
of a very large group there on the day of our hike. I 
counted thirty hikers and then gave up. Alfred and I later 
estimated there must have been at least fifty in the 
area. Some were Middlebury College freshman on an 
orientation outing. 

In the morning when we met five other people at the 
park, the skies were cloudy. Happily, it soon cleared off 
and was a beautiful, sunny day, perfect for hiking. We 
drove in three cars to South Wallingford, where three 
hikers got out and waited while the three drivers left to 
spot two cars at Big Branch parking area in Mt. Tabor, 
where we planned to end our hike. 

When the drivers returned in one car, we were waiting 
at the Little Red Schoolhouse, which provides a parking 
area for hikers. This is the beginning of the Homer 
Stone Brook Trail, an alternate route to the pond. It 
proved to be a good choice because we met no other 
hikers and enjoyed having it to ourselves. 

On reaching the pond and threading our way through 
the groups of people, we sat at the edge of the pond 
near the tenting area and ate our lunch. One hiker even 
went in swimming, but this late in the summer it wasnl a 
popular activity. After a leisurely break, we made our 
way south from the pond to the Big Branch area and our 
cars. 

PEPOFT OF THE. 

FILLIN6T0N SECTION 
TO THE CiF-EEN MOUNTAIN 

clu& im annual meeting 

The Killington Section maintains the Long Trail from 
Wallingford Gulf (Vt. 140) north to Sherburne Pass 
(U S. 4), the Killington Spur Trail, the Bucklin Trail, and 
the Pico Link Trail. We also maintain the Canty Trail up 
Blue Ridge Mountain, which is no longer part of the 
Long Trail System. This amounts to 21 .6 miles of Long 
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Trail and 6.4 miles of side trails. Although most of the 
shelters in our section have good adopters, the Section 
as a whole has also worked on structures as needed. 

We usually have three or four work parties per year. In 
the last six years, at least 81 people (not including staff) 
have participated in at least one, and we have registered 
at least 1 51 days of volunteer labor. Since November 
1992, some people have participated in sixteen or more 
work parties. In the last year, we had three work parties 
and 24 new volunteers. Many of them came to us 
through a National Trails Day promotion by the Eastern 
Mountain Sports store in Lebanon, N.H. Through this 
EMS store, the GMC is also receiving $1 ,000. It will 
probably be used for puncheon on a long boggy stretch 
in the Killington-Pico saddle. 

Aside from our primary mission of maintaining trails and 
shelters, we promote outdoor involvement and education 
by offering about one activity per week. Most are day 
hikes, but we also offer an overnight, some ski tours, a 
few bicycle and canoe trips, a Fall Potluck, and the April 
Annual Meeting. We try to reduce use of the Long Trail 
by scheduling most outings elsewhere, often on trails or 
old roads known only to the outing leader The most- 
attended event his year was the Eighth Annual Taconics 
Ramble, which drew at least 27 people to Kit Davidson's 
Japanese gardens and craggy trails in Hubbardton Our 
Annual Meeting drew 22, and our Coolidge Range work 
party (helped mightily by EMS) drew a record 19 for a 
work party. In the last year, we had 40 outings, attended 
by about 391 people. 

Challenges for the coming year include moving or re- 
placing Pico Camp (which is to be under a new ski lift), 
working with Cooper Lodge's adopters to avoid its demo- 
lition, finding some way to hinder vehicles from reaching 
Gov. Clement Shelter without antagonizing nearby 
landowners, updating our trail signs, helping with three 
major relocations, and recruiting new members to re- 
place those (including two of the last three Section Presi- 
dents) who quit rather than pay Uniform Dues. 

The Section is run by a nine member Board of Directors 
limited to two consecutive three year terms. We are 
having difficulty attracting people for the harder jobs 
such as Trails and Shelters Chair, especially because 
people do not want to deal with paperwork. We did, 
however, just have the first contested election for a 
Board seat in at least the last dozen years. We also fi- 
nally have a Section Historian who is preserving our 
records and wonderful old photographs. 

At its Annual Meeting, the Section overwhelmingly re- 
solved that it "views with concern the rapid growth and 
expansion of GMC headquarters in Waterbury," espe- 
cially the proposal to spend $300,000 to $450,000 for 
what would essentially be a new headquarters. The res- 
olution said "the other concern involves the rapid growth 

of the headquarters staff." At the Section Presidents' 
Meeting and through its representatives on the Sections 
Committee, we have cautioned against asking our mem- 
bers and donors for too much. We have urged the GMC 
leadership to consider proposed new staff positions in 
light of whether the Sections and other volunteers can 
do what the new staffer is supposed to do, and whether 
the new staffer's proposed job is essential to the GMC. 

1 am pleased to see that the new GMC President is more 
attentive to the needs and wishes of the Sections, and 
much more respectful of their feelings, than his three 
immediate predecessors. 1 think he is ushering in a new 
era of cooperation and understanding between the club 
leadership and the Sections. 1 hope the GMC Board of 
Directors supports this improvement. 

Rutland, 11 June 1998 
Herbert G. Ogden, Jr. 

President. Killington Section 

voLUNTeep.s fop pence 

IMPPOVe LOCfKL TFAILS 

By Herb Ogden 

As they have for several years, the Volunteers for Peace 
gave us two days of their time for trail projects. Their 
first day was 3 August. Led by Herb Ogden, they tackled 
the Deer Leap Trail from near Willard Gap to Little Dear 
Leap. While this trail had been cleared enough so that it 
could be followed despite the horrible January ice storm 
damage, much clearing remained to be done. Ten 
young volunteers from Belgium, England, France, 
Greece, Japan, Philadelphia (no, this is not a mistake) 
and Scotland spent five hours bringing this trail up to 
GMC standards, sawing and trimming countless limbs 
that had fallen into or bent over the trail in the ice storm. 
They also cleared out many waterbars both on the above 
stretch of trail and also from Little Deer Leap to Maine 
Junction. 

On their second day, 4 August, the volunteers were led 
by Bob Perkins. They opened an approximately .1 mile 
relocation of the LT around Hermit Spring, which had 
been a "foot bath in the wilderness" even in summer. 
They also worked on wet areas on both sides of the Lot- 
tery Road. 

This year's volunteers were unusually friendly and capa- 
ble. and it was a pleasure working with them. 
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Killington Section Green Mountain Club 
Outing Schedule Fall/Winter 1998-99 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown. 
Participants should bring lunch unless noted Non-members are welcome! 

Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. Distances are ap- 
proximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. 
Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

September 26, Saturday (raindate September 27): Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185, 8:30 a.m. 

Sleeping Beauty Mt. & Fishbrook Pond, Lake George. Great views of the Adirondacks and the lake from open ledges, and 
a side trip to a remote pond. 7.8 miles, moderate. 

Sunday, October 4: Leaders Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997, 9 a.m. 

Snake Mountain Addison. Beautiful views from the summit, 4 miles moderate. 

Saturday, October 10: Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185, 9:30 a.m. 

Silver Lake via Chandler Ridge Trail - Goshen. A pretty trail along a ridge overlooking Lake Dunmore, 8 1/2 miles, moder- 
ate. 

Saturday, October 17: Leader Gretchen Crowley, 459-0018, 

Kid's Hike. A mystery hike especially for kids. Approximately 3 miles, easy. 

Sunday, October 18: Leader Mary Ellen Zizis, 773-2194, 10 a.m. 

Fall Bike Trip. Approximately 20 miles. 

Sunday, October 25: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 1 p.m. 

Bridgewater Goldmines. Explore a series of caves and excavations where gold diggers once mined in Vermont. 2 miles, 
moderate. 

Sunday, November 8: Leader Gretchen Crowley, 459-0018, 10 a.m. 

Mystery Hike. 4-5 miles, moderate. 

Friday, November 13 - Sunday, November 15: Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185. 

Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center - Mystic, Conn. Native American museum with life-size dioramas, arti- 
facts, films on the history of the Northeast woodland tribes, 16th century village and 1780 farmstead. Possible trip to Mystic 
Seaport or aquarium. Admission charge and motel. Please call by Oct. 15 so we can make reservations. 

Saturday, November 21: Leader Linda Smith, 265-4493, 5:30 p.m. 

Annual Pot Luck Dinner and Slide Program. At the Econolodge on Rt. 4 in Mendon. Bring your own place setting and a 
dish to share. 

Sunday, December 6: Leader Bob Perkins, 773-0184, 10 a.m. 

Pine Hill/Rocky Pond. Rutland, 3 miles, moderate. 

Saturday, December 12: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 9 a.m. 

Backwoods of Bridgewater. Hike or snowshoe (dependent on conditions). Visit old cemeteries and cellarhouse with some 
nice views. 6 miles, moderate. 

Sunday, January 10: Leader Jerry Parker, 9 a.m. 

Mystery Hike or Snowshoe. (Dependant on conditions.) 5 miles, moderate. 

Sunday, January 17: Leader Jean Davies, 488-6623, 1 p.m. 

Cross Country Ski the Pittsford Trails. Explore Pittsford’s new trails system, mileage variable. 

WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? 

Our next schedule will include mid-January - mid-April. Please call Linda Smith, the outings committee chair, by December 
15 to guaranteed a spot on our schedule. 265-4493. 







Killington Section, GMC, Director’s Meeting 

October 27, 1998, 7 p.m. 


The meeting was held at the home of 
Pres. Herb Ogden with the following pre- 
sent: Herb Ogden, Ray Catozzi, Bob 
Perkins. A1 Pulling, Bill Robichaud. Phil 
Smith, Linda Smith, Ruth Gibbud, Connie 
Youngstrom, and Jake Sherman. 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of 
both the March 10, 1998 Directors’ Meeting 
as well as those of the annual meeting, hav- 
ing previously appeared in Smoke & Blazes, 
were unanimously approved with no correc- 
tions or additions, m/s/p Phil Smith, A1 
Pulling 

Treasurer’s Report: A1 Pulling re- 
ported a balance in the checking account of 
$100.94 as of this date. This will increase by 
approximately S308 when the section is re- 
imbursed by the main club for materials 
used in constructing a new outhouse to re- 
place one destroyed by fire at Gov. Clement 
Shelter. 

Long Trail Relocation Report: Bill 

Robichaud reported on the many relocation 
projects currently being carried out by the 
GMC within the Killington Section. Bill has 
been working closely with the GMC people 
and doing much volunteer work himself. It 
Ls estimated that as much as half of the sec- 
tion’s approximately 20 miles are to be relo- 
cated. It is anticipated that all of this work 
can be completed by the end of next year. 

Some of the major portions being 
relocated include: 

1. from U.S. 4, well west of Sherburne pass, 
up the west side of Pico, a section of new 
trail close to 4 miles long. 

2. the section from Gov. Clement Shelter 
north to Consultation Point would be relo- 
cated to the west. 

3. between Rtes. 140 and 103 the trail 
would again be relocated to the west along 
Bear Mountain and would cross 140 west of 
its present location. 

4. Little Killington where a relo would allow 
the LT to avoid crossing the Juggernaut ski 
trail. 

5. north of U.S. 4 up back side of Deer Leap 


Mtn. into Willard Gap (this stretch is offi- 
cially outside the KS's maintenance area). 

PICO CAMP: The section will recom- 
mend to the GMC that no attempt be made 
to move Pico Camp. It was the unanimous 
view that the shelter is in too poor a condi- 
tion to withstand removal to another site. 
Killington had offered to do this when its 
helicopters begin working the site in connec- 
tion with extensive ski trail development. 
American Skiing Company has reportedly 
offered $5,000 to help build a shelter or tent 
platform in another location, and it was felt 
this should be pursued. 

CONTINUED KILLINGTON SEC- 
TION MAINTENANCE: After much dis- 
cussion it was passed unanimously that for 
the time being responsibility for maintaining 
all trails within the Section including several 
miles of new relos would continue to rest 
with the Killington Section, (m/s/p Ray 
Catozzi, Bob Perkins). This was in response 
to concern that with slim work party 
turnouts the extra burden may be beyond our 
capabilities. 

KS ARCHIVES: Jake Sherman will 
check with Jim Davidson of the Rutland 
Historical Society about a permanent home 
for the club’s archives with the Society. Bob 
Perkins, our historian, urged that an agree- 
ment be worked out with RHS whereby they 
would preserve and order the material but 
we would be allowed to borrow it back out 
for programs and such. The archives 
presently consist of a complete run of Smoke 
& Blazes, LT News and account books but 
could come to include scrapbooks and photo 
albums. 

SMOKE & BLAZES: There was posi- 
tive reaction to Smoke & Blazes under the 
new editorship of Kim Armstrong. The 
names of directors will be included in up- 
coming issues for ease of contact. 

NOMINATIONS: Herb Ogden urged 
the group to think of a good potential nomi- 
nee to replace Ray Catozzi, whose second 
term is expiring in 1999. Since it is a second 

(continued on page 3) 


OPEN MEETING 
FOR GMC 
MEMBERS ON 
JAN. 7 IN RUTLAND 

How is the Green Mountain Club 
doing ? How can we improve? What are 
your ideas and visions for the 
future of the Long Trail? 

YOU are invited 
to join an open meeting with 

GMC Executive Director Ben Rose 

on 

Thursday, January 7, 1999 

This is one of a series of discussion 
groups being held throughout the state, 
offering GMC members a close-to-home 
opportunity to discuss the management 
and future of our club in a friendly, 
informal format 

When: Thursday, January 7 

Time: 7 p.m. 

Where U S Forest Service, 

Rutland 

For more info contact 
Herb Ogden, 775-1350 
or Ben Rose, 244-7037 ext 12 


From The Field . . . 


SCAR RIDGE - 

WMNF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

7 October 1998 
by Ron Kirschbaum 

This hike began at the Little East Pond 
trailhead off the Tupoli Rd. After a leisurely 
1 1/4 mile hike to the pond, the fun really be- 
gan. 

I took my initial compass reading from 
the north shore of the pond and headed due 
magnetic-north. I immediately encountered 
some of the thickest balsam fir boughs. As I 
gained altitude the woods opened up a bit, and 
(continued on page S) 
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Notice of Proposed Section Bylaw Change 

At the 27 October meeting of the Section's Board of Directors, the Board unanimously ap- 
proved the following Bylaw changes, subject to ratification by a two-thirds vote of those Section 
members who attend the Annual Meeting in April 1999. Additions arc rcdlincd and deletions are 
stricken out . Present Article 15 would become Article 14. For an explanation of the proposed 
changes, please see the article on the Directors Meeting elsewhere in this issue. 

Art. 2 Membership in the Killington Section is open to anyone who supports the pur- 

poses of the Killington Section and pays the annual dues. Ail voting members shall be at least J_8 
years old. 

Art. 14 Annual dues, to cover the G.M.C. assessment, trail and shelter work, social and 
other appropriate activities including publication of a newsletter, shall be set bv the Board of Di- 
rectors. subject to approval bv a majority of those present at an Annual or Special Meeting. 

Art. 15 If the Section is dissolved or otherwise ceases to function, all of its property of 

every kind shall pass to the Green Mountain Club. Inc., or the G.M.C.'s designated successor. 


Killington Section, Green Mountain Club By-Laws 


Killington Section Directors, 
Including Officers 

Year in parenthesis indicates end of three year term. 

President: 

Herbert G. Ogden 
20 Birchwood Ave., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-1350 eves, 

775-3368 workdays 
E-maillco@together.net (1999) 

Vice-President: 

Philip Smith 
9A Capitol Hill, 

Fair Haven VT, 05743 
Tel. 265-4493 (2000) 

Secretary: 

Jacob R. Sherman 
48 Morse Place, 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2001) 

Treasurer: 

Alfred R. Pulling 
883 U.S. Rt. 4 East 
Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 773-6997 

E-mail ral37@juno.com (2000) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2001) 

Raymond Catozzi (1999) 

RuthGibbud (1999) 

Linda Smith (2000) 

Connie Youngsirom (2001) 

Killington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Philip Smith 

(see above for info) (1999) 

Alternate: 

Allred R. Pulling 

(see above for info) (2000) 


Smoke & Blaze s Editor: 

Kim Armstrong 
PO Box 373 

Bridgewater Comers, VT 05035 
(Day) 802-672-4191 
(F) 802-672-4190 
Email: kapr@vermontel.com 


(Including amendments ratified at 
1991 Annual Meeting ) 

1 . The purposes of the Killington Section of 
the G.M.C. shall be to maintain that part of 
the Long Trail, along with side trails and shel- 
ters which it agrees to maintain for the 
G.M.C.; to encourage proper trail and shelter 
use throughout its section of the Ix>ng Trail; 
and to arrange for group hikes and other social 
and appropriate activities. 

2. Membership in the Killington Section is 
open to anyone who supports the purposes of 
the Killington Section and pays the annual 
dues. All voting members shall be at least 18 
years old. 

3. The Killington Section shall conduct all 
activities without prejudice in regard to race, 
gender, religion, national origin, or sexual 
preference. We shall encourage persons with 
disabilities to participate according to their 
limitations. 

4. The activities of the section shall be man- 
aged by a Board of Directors, consisting of 
nine members. The Directors shall be nomi- 
nated from the floor and elected at the Annual 
Meeting. 

5. Tlie terms of office of the Directors shall 
be three years, with three Directors elected 
each year. A Director who has served two full 
consecutive terms may not be re-elected until 
one year has passed. 

6. The absence of a Director from two con- 
secutive meetings of the Board, without a 
valid reason accepted by the Board, shall ter- 
minate membership on the Board and create a 
vacancy. Vacancies on the Board, created thus 
or through resignation, may be filled by a ma- 
jority vote of the remaining Directors, subject 
to approval of the Section at the next Annual 
Meeting. 

7. Officers shall be elected by the Directors 
from among their number at the first meeting 
of the Board following the Annual Meeting. 
They shall consist of a President, Vice- 
president. Secretary, and Treasurer, with the 


last two being combined if found desirable. 

The term of office shall be one year. 

8. Whenever necessary, the Directors shall 
elect, preferably from their number. G.M.C. 
Directors and alternate Directors as allocated 
by the G.M.C. By-laws. The Directors may at 
their discretion elect G.M.C. Directors and 
alternates from the general Section member- 
ship. 

9. The By-laws may be amended by the af- 
firmative vole of seven Directors, effective 
upon ratification by a two-thirds vote of those 
Section members who attend an Annual or 
Special Meeting, following a notice of at least 
two weeks. 

10. The Board shall meet at least twice a 
year, upon the call of the President or at the 
request of three or more Directors. A quorum 
for all business of the Board shall be a major- 
ity of the total number of Directors. 

11. A quorum for all business of the Section 
shall be one-tenth of those members eligible to 
vote. 

12. The Annual Meeting shall be held no 
later than the end of April to nominate and to 
elect Directors, hear reports of the Officers 
and G.M.C. Directors), plan for the coming 
year, and transact any other appropriate busi- 
ness. 

13. Within fourteen days after a vote of a 
majority of the Directors or a petition of ten 
per cent of the members, the President shall 
set the date of a Special Meeting of the Sec- 
tion and give at least fourteen days notice, 
with an agenda, to all members. 

14. Annual dues, to cover the G.M.C. assess- 
ment. trail and shelter work, social and other 
appropriate activities including publication of 
a newsletter, shall be set by the Board of Di- 
rectors. subject to approval by a majority of 
those present at an Annual or Special Meeting. 

15. If the Section is dissolved or otherwise 
ceases to function, all of its property of every 
kind shall pass to the Green Mountain Club, 
Inc., or the G.M.C.'s designated successor. 
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Killington Section, GMC, Director 'a Meeting, from page 1 


term, Ray can not be reelected according to 
the by-laws. 

GMC DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

GMC Director Phil Smith reported on the 
last main club meeting which occurred Sept. 
19 in Waterbury. Discussion at that time 
focused on a proposal for the GMC to buy all 
or part of a sizeable tract of upwards of 40 
acres of land adjacent to the headquarters 
complex which may soon be coming on the 
market. The price of this land would be in 
the $300,000-5400,000 range. The acquisi- 
tion, contend those who support it, would 
provide a number of expansion opportunities 
at the main club site and protect against po- 
tential adverse development. 

This is in addition to ongoing plans and 
proposals to upgrade and expand the present 
headquarters building which appear at pre- 
sent could cost upwards of another 
5100,000. 

These developments were received with 
concern. There was unanimous consensus 
that spending significant club money to 
“preserve the view" was not a legitimate 
club function. There also was unanimous 
consent that: (a) a proposed 1 2-mile 
“connecting trail” from Waterbury headquar- 
ters to LT was a “separate question” from 
the land purchase, and (b) it was difficult to 
support purchase of extra land before deter- 
mining if presently owned land were suffi- 
cient to support the club’s planned uses. 

Phil also reported that the 400-member 
New York Section was contemplating seced- 
ing from the GMC over the uniform dues 
issues. 

TRAILS & SHELTERS CHAIR: 

Herb again asked for a volunteer to be the 
Trails & Shelters Chairman. It is burden- 
some for him to continue to have to fulfill 
this role while serving as section president. 

GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER: The 
masonry is in need of repair. It was agreed 
Herb will pursue a possible grant for this 
work from the Appalachian Trail Conference 
(ATC). The shelter is perhaps the oldest on 
the present AT. If a grant is not forthcoming, 
consideration will be given to doing the job 
ourselves out of the Kirk Fund. 

Meanwhile, vandalism at the shelter 
Continues to be a problem In August the 
privy was burned. A new one was prefabbed 
by Jerry Parker and set in place by Jerry and 
Roy Arthur at a cost for materials of $308.39 
which will be reimbursed by the GMC. The 
Center post supporting the roof overhand also 
was pulled down by vandals. This will be 
replaced by Roy Arthur. Herb has been in 
touch with landowners in the area concern- 


ing putting up a closed gate during hiking 
season. 

BY-LAWS CHANGES: It was unani- 
mously approved to recommend to the mem- 
bership at the annual meeting changes in two 
of the section's 14 by-laws, (m/s/p Bob 
Perkins/Ray Catozzi). These changes would 
eliminate the provision in Article 2 that only 
members over 18 can vote and eliminate Ar- 
ticle 14 entirely since it deals with dues 
which are now entirely in the control of Wa- 
terbury. 

GROUP SIZE POLICIES: Among 
proposed amendments coming out of a re- 
cent section presidents’ meeting were several 
dealing with size of day-hiking groups. One 
in particular called for there to be a leader for 
every four hikers rather than the present 10 
hikers. It was unanimously agreed that a 
ratio of one leader to every six hikers would 
be more workable and reasonable (m/s/p 
Bob Perkins/Phil Smith). 

CLARENDON GORGE: Bob Perkins 
expressed concern over the possible sale of 
the lower part of Clarendon Gorge Near Rte. 
7 and possible subsequent restriction to the 
public. He is pursuing this matter. 

COOPER LODGE: Damage and 
trashing to this historic CCC-built cabin, 
high on the west slope of Killington, by 
skiers continues to be a problem. Talk con- 
tinues of having to abandon the shelter if 
there is no improvement in the situation. The 
issue is how much supervision of the struc- 
ture is Killington prepared to undertake. It 
was suggested meanwhile that a sturdier 
latch would be helpful. Herb will pursue 
this. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: It was moved 
and seconded (A1 Pulling, Ray Catozzi) that 
George Reynolds, having been a 30-year 
member of the Killington Section, be 
adopted as a life member of the GMC. In 
order to obtain more info about present dues 
policies of the GMC as they relate to life 
membership, it was moved to table the mo- 
tion to the next meeting, (m/s/p Ruth Gib- 
bud/Phil Smith). 

PUBLICITY: There have been some 
problems with hike publicity during the past 
month. Ray Catozzi agreed to keep the Rut- 
land Herald informed and Ruth Gibbud will 
do the same for The Mountain Times. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
The next Director’s meeting was scheduled 
for Tuesday, February 2, 1999. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jake Sherman, 

Secretary 
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************ 

ARSON! 

by Herb Ogden 

Wc regret to announce that the 
Lieutenant Governor Jarvis Snodgrass 
Memorial Gazebo, otherwise known as 
the outhouse at the Percival W. Clement 
Memorial Shelter, was lost to arson this 
summer. It was the only two-holer on 
the LT. Its first career was as a residen- 
tial privy in Humble Hollow in Shrews- 
bury. In August 1966, my late father and 
I bought it for S5 (or S2.50 per hole), 
trucked it to Gov. Clement, painted it 
white, added a window, and gave it a 
name to match the shelter's grandilo- 
quent one. Wc got so many inquiries 
about its namesake that we had to fabri- 
cate a biography of Lt. Gov. Snodgrass. 
Wc even had Jarvis Snodgrass Memorial 
Excursions whenever the first of April 
fell on a weekend. Alas, a few inconsid- 
erate partygoers have put an end to this 
pilgrimage spot. 

The burned "gazebo" has been re- 
placed by a very serviceable outhouse, 
which Jerry Parker prefabricated based 
on plans obtained from the Ot- 
tauqueebee Section and modified to give 
the "head" a little more head room. 
Jerry and shelter adopter Roy Arthur 
trucked it in and built it soon after hear- 
ing that the old structure bad burned. 

Apparently at the same time as the 
arson, someone tried to destroy the front 
of the shelter itself. The middle support 
for the overhang was yanked out. proba- 
bly with the help of a vehicle. It was 
probably burned, as no trace has been 
found. It appears there was an attempt 
to yank out the corner support. Luckily, 
it failed, and the overhang did not col- 
lapse. How people can get their kicks 
from trying to destroy the oldest shelter 
on the Long Trail is beyond me. We 
would like to find the criminals and have 
the State teach them a lesson, but there 
arc unfortunately no leads. 

All this has given new impetus to a 
project the U.S. Forest Service and the 
GMC thought of a few years ago: trying 
to persuade the Town of Shrewsbury to 
allow a gate on the Gov. Clement Road 
(probably just south of the first brook 
crossing), to be locked in hiking season. 
The owners of the three camps between 
the brook crossings would have keys. 
Several landowners on the road welcome 
this idea. Anyone who has thoughts 
about this is asked to contact Section 
President Herb Ogden at 775-1350 
evenings. 

************ 
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Killington Section Green Mountain Club - Outing Schedule Winter 1999 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown Participants should bring lunch unless noted 
Non-members are welcome! Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader Distances are ap- 
proximate, difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader 
Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense 

Sunday, January 10: Leader Jerry Parker, 747-4439, 9 a m. 

Mystery Hike or Snowshoe. (Dependant on conditions.) 5 miles, moderate 

Sunday, January 17: Leader Jean Davies, 488-6623, 1 p.m. 

Cross Country Ski the Ptttsford Trails. Explore Pittsford's new trails system, mileage variable 

Sunday, January 31: Leader Jerry Parker, 747-4439, 1 p.m. 

Children's Adventure Series. Easy 1 to 3 miles, mileage flexible 

Saturday, February 6: Leaders Roma and Al Pulling, 773-6997, 1 p.m. 

Quarterllne Road. Easy to moderate 3 miles 

Saturday, February 13: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 10 a m Return about 2 p.m. 

Spring Lake Ski Tour In Shrewsbury. Follow wood roads from Spring Lake Ranch to the Long Trail and tour a bit of the Bear Mountain reloca- 
tion scheduled to open in 1999. Beaver ponds, views, and an old homesite with orchard. About 3 miles, generally easy. Good for any moder- 
ately experienced skier Lack of snow will result in an alternative outing. Call if in doubt whether we re skiing, snowshoeing or hiking 

Saturday, February 20: Leader Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502, 10 a m. 

Snowshoe or cross-country, bring both or call leader for details Moderate 5 miles 

Saturday, February 27: Leader Ray Catozzi, 773-3006, 9 a m. 

Cross-country ski at Hlldene Ski Touring Center. Fee Bring lunch or eat at cafeteria 

Saturday, March 6: Leader Gordon Cawood, 352-4310, call leader for time and meeting place. 

Join hike with Breadloaf Section. Hike or snowshoe Lincoln Road with views to the west and south Moderate 5 miles 

Saturday, March 13: Leader Herb Ogden, 775-1350, 9 a m Return about 4 p.m. 

Pine Brook Trail Ski Tour. Follow U S. Forest Service roads along Pine Brook and Bingo Brook. Steep uphill, a possibly tricky brook crossing, 
then some views and long downhills on broad roads About 5 miles, part easy and part moderate Lack of snow will result in an alternative out- 
ing Call if in doubt whether we're skiing, snowshoeing or hiking. 

Saturday, March 20: Leader Sue Thomas, 773-2185, 10 a m. 

First Day of Spring. Moderate 4 to 6 miles 

Sunday, April 11: Leader Jerry Parker, 747-4439, 1 p.m. 

Second Children's Adventure Series. Easy 1 to 3 miles 

Saturday, April 17: Leader Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502, 9 a m. 

Early signs of spring walk. Call leader for details. 

Saturday, April 24: Call Linda Smith, 265-4493, 5:30 p m 

Annual Meeting and Potluck at the Econo Lodge. Bring a dish to share and place setting 

WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? - Our next schedule will include mid-April through mid-October Please call Linda Smith, the outings committee chair, 
by April 1 to guaranteed a spot on our schedule. 265-4493. 


FALL POTLUCK WITH FORESTER 
21 November 1998 
by Herb Ogden, eater 

Linda Smith ran this by remote control, otherwise known as Sue Thomas, so I guess I have to write the article. Attendance was less 
than usual, possibly because we were competing with a contra dance, a Unitarian-Universalist coffee house, and another concert, but the 
food was if anything more sumptuous than usual, and the program was first-rate. Gary Salmon, a State Forester in the Department of 
Forest, Parks & Recreation, gave an interesting slide lecture on trail work and how the woods affect us all. Among the most interesting 
photos were those of rock work on the new relocation of the LT north of Consultation Point on Little Killington and those of sliding a 
doped sow bear out of its winter den as part of a study on how ski areas affect bears. Also, Ray Catozzi brought a couple the Section's 
old scrapbooks, and many of us enjoyed looking at the photos from as far back as the nineteen teens. 

Many thanks to the Econo-Lodge at Pico for again letting us use their downstairs fireplace lounge for the event! 


Volume 5K Number ? Page 5 


Millington Section - Careen Mountain Club 


Pecember t110 


From the Field, 
continued from page 1 


the views lo the cast were magnificent. 

Upon reaching the ridge top I found the 
first heard paths of the hike. Ten minutes later 
I had made the summit! 

Because of the thickness of the woods 
and the need to use the compass with disci- 
pline, this bushwack is one of the most re- 
warding climbs of a lesser hiked peak, on the 
New England highest hundred list. 

PANTHER PEAK 

ADIRONDACK PARK, NEW YORK 

24 October 1998 
by Ron Kirschhaum 

Panther Peak at 4.442'. is the 18th high- 
est peak in New York. Because of its location 
in the western part of the park, it affords 
views of Mt. Marcy and at least 23 other 
4,000-footcrs that can only be seen from it and 
Sananoni Mountain to the south. 

The trailhead is located two miles south 
of the abandoned mining village of Tahawus. 
(Well worth checking out.) 

We had beautiful weather for this hike, 
no clouds and deep blue skies! 

After following a very muddy trail to 
Bradley Pond, we then followed an unmain- 
tained trail to the summit. This trail proved to 
be in better condition than many maintained 
trails. The last half mile of this hike is above 
tree-line, and we had 360 degree views. We 
spend a good hour at the summit and then 
headed for the lower elevations and the mud! 

BRIDGEWATER GOLD MINE 

25 October 1998 

by Herb Ogden, Leader 

A good-sized group of treasure seekers 
showed up on this fine fall afternoon. By the 
time we reached the trailhead on the Daley 
Hollow Road, the group was a little smaller. 
One veteran hiker misunderstood the ren- 
dezvous in Bridgewater Comer. He spent 
some time looking for us in locales as distant 
as Chatcauguay (pronounced "chat-a-ghee"), 
then gave up and took his passenger on a dif- 
ferent hike. They found just as much gold as 
we did. 

From the Daley Hollow Road, the old 
road used to go to the Pioneer Mine and oth- 
ers. After climbing up a narrow valley with an 
impressive stone wall on the other side, we 
turned off the old road at the first house foun- 
dation on the right, where daylilies still grow. 
After identifying a few pieces of iron that were 
in the cellarhole or near it, we walked uphill a 
couple hundred feet to a much larger founda- 
tion. 1 think Churchill Scott once said it was 
probably the remains of a boardinghouse for 
the miners. Whatever it was, it's a huge three- 
sided structure dug into the hillside. Below it 
is a big barn foundation. A little farther east, 
below a lane, is the actual mine. 


LAAAAAAAAAAAAJAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA A AAAAAAAA-AAAA 

“SMOKE & BLAZES ENDS 

'‘for you, if you don't renew your membership for 1999. If you don't ^ 
i kwant this to be your last issue, please use the membership form to 4 1 
\ ^send your dues to Treasurer Al Pulling, 883 U.S. Rt. 4 East, \ ^ 

^Rutland VT 05701. The GMC and the Section appreciate your 
4 k support for the Long Trail and our activities. i l 
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The mine, which has no name on the 
1869 Beers Atlas, is a level, dry shaft extend- 
ing maybe 200' into the hill. It is the longest 
shaft I know of in Bridgewater. Someone had 
placed candles at strategic intervals. We lit 
them as we walked along, and the scene was 
pretty. Toward the end of the shaft, we en- 
countered quite a number of hibernating bats 
hanging from the ceiling of the shaft. (Made a 
note not to visit the place so late in the fall as 
to disturb the fumy little fliers.) The last one 
out blew out the candles. We then stood on 
the heap of tailings at the shaft's mouth and 
puzzled about a circular foundation that 
looked to be partly buried, inspected the bam 
foundation closer to (he old road, and returned 
to the cars. 

The road actually continues up the valley 
past at least two more mines and a small ccl- 
larholc. Along with Mara Carey. Killington 
Section member Channing Bickford and I ex- 
plored this earlier in the fall. Unfortunately, 
after we gained maybe another hundred feet of 
elevation, we encountered the results of the 
January ice storm in full force. We slithered 
under trunks, clambered over them, pushed 
through branches, and occasionally had to 
make considerable detours away from the road 
to avoid the destruction. Consequently. I de- 
cided not to lead any official hikes farther up 
the road until cither saws or rot clear the way 
again. 

BRIDGEWATER HOLLOW HILL ROAD 

12 December 1998 
by Herb Ogden. Leader 

No, “Bridgewater Hollow Hill" is not one 
of the Bridgewater hills that was hollowed out 
by gold seekers. As far as I know and the old 
maps show, there were no gold mines east of 
the North Branch of the Ottauquechee River, 
and we kept to the cast of that. Instead, it’s 
my name for the partly abandoned road from 
Bridgewater Village north to Bridgewater Hol- 
low. Even Roma Pulling, whose great- 
grandfather lived on a branch from this road 
down to Bridgewater Center, didn't know the 
proper name for this road. Does anyone? 

We began at a sharp turn where the only main- 
tained road veers cast. Heading about due 
north, we reached Bridgewater Hollow in 
about 3.3 miles. We passed two ruined camps 
and two active ones. In that same distance, 
the 1868 H.B. Thompson map of Bridgewater 
(sold at the Bridgewater Center store) shows 


1 1 bouses and two schools. Curiously, the 
1869 Beers Atlas shows only seven houses and 
one school. I assume that, while the Thomp- 
son map was published in 1868, the survey 
was done earlier, because it is hard to imagine 
four houses and a school disappearing in just 
one year. By the time of the first U.S. Geolog- 
ical Survey quadrangle in 1911. only the 
Bridgewater Hollow school remained. Now 
that is gone, too. Although abandoned, the 
road is a major snowmobile route, but most of 
the old ccllarholes arc obscure enough so that 
the motorized folks probably never realize 
they are traversing an old neighborhood except 
when they see the Kellogg-Bassctt cemetery. 

Heading north from the Gold Coast Road, 
we at first passed some open fields, then 
climbed moderately through hardwoods past 
several old house sites. In about a mile, in a 
little clearing, we reached an abandoned camp 
where a side trail went cast. We crossed a 
little brook and very soon reached another 
clearing, where a side road leads down to 
Bridgewater Center past the farm where 
Roma’s great-grandfather lived. Soon after 
that, at the height of land, we reached the 
Kcllogg-Bassett burying ground. Although it 
is large, there appears to have been many 
years when it was poorly maintained, to judge 
from stumps of trees and brush. Many of the 
graves are marked only by uninscribed field- 
stones. Some of the inscribed stones arc un- 
usual. like the one showing a funeral obelisk. 
The Vermont Old Cemeteries Association 
book says the earliest grave is from 1813 and 
the latest from 1865. 

At a sunny noontime, we lunched near a 
still-maintained camp, about V* mile north of 
the cemetery. A partly filled-in cellarhole was 
at the edge of its lawn, and it had a pretty little 
pond too. Less then half a mile farther north, 
just before what the 1966 U.S.G.S. quad says 
is a (rail to Montague Hill, we found a cellar- 
hole identified as "A.L. Allen & Co." in the 
1869 atlas. It was actually a double cellar- 
hole. We speculated that, when the owner 
enlarged the house, he simply added another 
cellar rather than disturb the existing cellar 
wall. Around here, we saw that a bobcat had 
followed the old road a ways. So had cither a 
coyote or a dog that was far from home and 
master. 


KILLIN’ GTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for memberslup in the Killington Section, a cliapter of tlie Green Mountain Club. I/we understand that 
I/we will receive the Long Trait News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule of outings, 
work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a memberslup card. Dues help 
maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and throughout die Long 
Trail system in Vermont. 

DUES NAME: 

Individual $ 27 ($ 1 9 tax-deductible) * 

Family $ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* ADDRESS: 

Individual Lifetime $500 (entirely tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (entirely tax-deductible) 

* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 

or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. TELEPHONE: 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C., the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Ml Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail w'ork, shelter 
work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to die Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting die Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Qub 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 



Mr. & Mrs. Robert 4 Thelea Perkins 

6 Rachel Drive 

Rutland, VT 05701-3772 


Printed on recycled paper. 
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Killington Section, GMC, Director’s Meeting 

February 16, 1999 - 7 p.m. 


The meeting was held at the home of Presi- 
dent Herb Ogden, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rut- 
land, with the following present: Herb Og- 
den, Ray Catozzi, Bob Perkins, A1 Pulling, 
Phil Smith, Connie Youngstrom, Jake Sher- 
man, and special guest Dave Hardy, director 
of field operations for the GMC. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

A1 Pulling reported $972.29 in the checking 
account and $524. 17 in interest from the 
Kirk Fund. There also is $1,317.58 in a 
Chittenden Bank savings account. 

Section Membership: 

A1 reported that as of this date, 16 individual 
memberships had been renewed as well as 
five family memberships The section has 15 
life members. A1 noted that the Killington 
Section lost 40 members when the main 
club went to uniform dues. 

Archives Agreement: 

Section historian Bob Perkins negotiated an 
agreement w ith the Rutland Historical Soci- 
ety to house our archives which presently 
consist of scrapbooks, photo albums, back 
runs of Smoke and Blazes, and other memo- 
rabilia. A motion to adopt the agreement (m/ 
s/p Bob Perkins, Jake Sherman) was passed 
unanimously. Bob suggested that the histori- 
cal society might be interested in a history of 
the section for one of its upcoming quarter- 
lies. 

Smoke & Blazes: 

The next issue is due in March. This will be 
the last issue current members receive un- 
less they renew'. Jake Sherman will include a 
reminder that hike leaders or their designees 
are responsible for submitting written hike 
reports to the editor. 

Director Candidates: 

Ray Catozzi ’s term is expiring, and he is not 
eligible for re-election. The names of a num- 
ber of individuals who would be qualified to 
fill this slot were mentioned. The new direc- 


tor to replace Ray will be elected at the sec- 
tion annual meeting April 24. 

GMC Field Operations Report: 

Dave Hardy gave an extensive report cover- 
ing relocation w ork within the section and 
several other topics. He reported that the 
GMC had a lot of staff members working on 
the various relos within the section and that 
they hoped to complete two of the major 
ones, Pico and Bear Mountain, this year 

Pico Relocation - The game plan is to 
have the approximately five-mile relo from 
Willard Gap north of U S. 4 to just south of 
Pico Peak open by September. The new trail 
w ill sw ing well to the west and will intersect 
the highway near Beaver Pond. An old log- 
ging road bridge on the trailhead at U.S. 4 
will be replaced by a narrower bridge that 
w ill serve both the LT and the Catamount 
Trail. Dave felt the new Rte 4 crossing 
would be safer than the present one at the 
top of the pass. He did not envision any kind 
of pedestrian overpass at the site. Mean- 
while, Pico Camp will be spared for at least 
another year due to delays in American Ski- 
ing Company's development plans How- 
ever, the privy needs to be moved this year. 

Bear Mountain Relocation - It is also 
hoped Bear Mountain will be completed by 
September. A lot of “side hilling” up the 
south side has been done. The new section 
will offer plentiful vistas to the west and a 
nice bald outcrop of rock. It will cross Vt. 
140 Vi of a mile west of the present crossing. 
The old route will be closed. Relo plans for 
south of 140 are not finalized, however the 
Greenwall Shelter will continue to be used 
and will be about '/< mile from the Long 
Trail. The LT will be using a significant por- 
tion of the Keevvaydin Trail no matter what 
configuration is finally selected. 

(continued on page three) 



Annual Meeting 
This Saturday 


New 

Location! 


Annual Meeting 
and Potluck 

Saturday, April 24 

5:30 p.m. 

New Location at 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
basement, 

West Street, Rutland 
Bring a dish to share 
and a place setting. 

Call Sue Thomas at 773-2185 
for more information 


From The Field . . . 


White Rocks Snovvshoe Hike 
February 20, 1999 

Our group of eight hikers and two lively 
dogs had a perfect winter’s day with the tem- 
perature in the high 20’s , calm winds and a 
pale blue sky overhead. By way of the White 
Rocks picnic area we started off on the Kee- 
vvaydin Trail, some on foot and others on 
snowshoes. The Keevvaydin J rail is a steep 
climb, though fairly short in length, and offers 
some nice wintertime view's of Bear Mountain 
and other hills through the trees. 

We made our way through a mixed hard- 
wood forest before entering spruce, balsam 
and paper birch woods nearer the summit. 

(continued on page five) 
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Killington Section Directors, 
Including Officers 

Year in parenthesis indicates end of three year term 

President: 

Herbert G Ogden 
20 Birclnvood Avc., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-1350 eves. 

775-3368 workdays 

E-mail lco@together.net (1999) 

Vice-President: 

Philip Smith 
9A Capitol Hill. 

Fair Haven VT, 05743 
Tel. 265-4493 (2000) 

Secretary: 

Jacob R. Sherman 
48 Morse Place, 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2001) 

T rcasurer: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
883 U S. Rt 4 East 
Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-6997 

E-mail ral37@juno.com (2000) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2001) 

Raymond Catozzi (1999) 

Ruth Gibbud (1999) 

Linda Smith (2000) 

Connie Youngstrom (2001) 

Killington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Philip Smith 

(see above for info) (1999) 

Alternate: 

Alfred R Pulling 

(see above for info) (2000) 


Smoke & Blazes Editor: 

Kim Armstrong 
PO Box 346 

Bridgewater Corners. VT 05035 
(Day) 802-672-4191 
(F) 802-672-4190 
Email: kapr@vennontel.com 
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50 Years Ago in Smoke and Blazes 

By Bob Perkins 
Historian, Killington Section 

A decision made at the annual Section meeting on January 20, 1 949 was to continue publica- 
tion of Smoke and Blazes, then a four-page monthly, which had been started on a trial basis the 
previous September. This article recalls some highlights of 50 years ago from that first full year of 
publication. 

Section officers for 1949 included President Fred Field, Vice President Leone Smith, 
Secretary-Treasurer Eleanor Walker, Trails Ray Catozzi and Churchill Scott, Shelters Craigue 
Perkins, Harold Valiquette and Gale Spaulding, Outings Billy Allard, Photography Shirley Morris, 
and Newsletter Mary and Vera Perkins 

For entertainment at that annual meeting there was a contest to choose the seven natural won- 
ders of Rutland Country . The selected w onders will be revealed later in this article. 

The major trails and shelters project lor the year was the relocation of the old Blue Triangle 
Camp from its site next to the brook near Gov. Clement to its new home above Spring Lake. On a 
January work party the shelter w as cut into sections and trucked to the south shore of the lake At 
least seven more work parties at Spring Luke were reported during the year. The camp sections 
were tobogganed across the lake ice, carried up through what was then an open pasture, and re- 
assembled high on the hill. 

Membership in the Section for 1949 topped out at 95 with 60 adult members and 35 juniors 
Dues w ere then $2.00 for adults and $0 50 for those through high school. Thirty dollars of the dues 
payments was forwarded to the main club Outings were held to just about every shelter in our sec- 
tion as well as to Bradder’s Camp in Tinmouth, the Canty-Fostman Camp on Bomoseen, Tucker 
Lodge (twice). Little Rock Pond, Noyes Pond, While Rocks, Mt. Carmel, Mooselamoo, and 
Equinox. There also were several special events. The February winter weekend was held at 
Craigue Perkins’ camp in Mendon (later known as Tall Timber). It was necessary to hike in from 
Route 4 because Old Turnpike was not a plowed road in those days, hi April, Leone Smith hosted a 
Maple Sugar-on-Snow party at Camp Sangamon in Pittsford with the traditional pickles, doughnuts 
and coffee. 

The Inlersectional, an annual gathering for members of all GMC sections, was organized by 
the Killington Section in August, again at Tall Timber. The November rummage sale, promoted 
with newspaper and radio advertising, was the big money making event of the year. Proceeds were 
$101.88 By the way, the Section, ended 1949 with a bank balance of $558.40 

The final social event of the year was a covered dish supper at Vera Perkins' Beechwood. 

Alter supper Churchill Scott showed some movies taken on the Long Trail. 

Smoke and Blazes carried a few “personals” and in July took note of the w edding of Bob 
Perkins and Thelma Cole. The October issue carried Thelma’s story of their Long Trail hike liom 
Danby to West Wardsboro 

In another interesting story Clyde Spaulding recalled a winter adventure of nearly 40 years 
before (i.e about 1909). The trip involved a four-horse "barge" called the Marble City Queen and 
about 20 people on snow shoes going to Killington via Brew er’s. The old hotel was still standing at 
that lime. 

It seems pretty clear that there is a continuity of interest over the y ears for those of us w ho 
love the "mountains of Vermont" and who support the Club that “makes (them) play a larger part 
in (our) lives." We’re lucky that Smoke and Blazes has recorded some of the history of our prede- 
cessors for more than 50 years. Soon a complete run of Smoke and Blazes from 1 948 to date will be 
available at the Rutland Historical Society. The seven natural wonders of Rutland County, as se- 
lected by a vote of the Killington Section in 1949, w ere/are Killington View, Pittsford Ice Caves, 
White Rocks, Bird Mountain, Spring Lake, McLaughlin Falls, and Deer Leap. Do you agree? 

Killington Section Memorabilia 

Do you have stashed aw'ay somewhere old photos, slides or other mementos of Killington Sec- 
tion folks, activities or trail scenes? Would you like to be able to share them with others now and 
with future generations of Long Trail lovers? Our Section has made an arrangement with the Rut- 
land Historical Society, where the Society has started a Killington Section GMC collection and has 
agreed to accept, care for, and make available to the public, items related to the presence of the 
Green Mountain Club in the Rutland area. 

In addition to photos and slides, such items as trail or shelter registers, hike schedules, 
newsletters, newspaper clippings, posters, video tapes, home movies, club account books, meeting 
records, and correspondence would be appropriate. If you have anything that you would like to do- 
nate to the Society for our collection please contact Bob Perkins (802-773-0184). If you have mate- 
rial that you don’t wish to part with right now but might donate at a future date, please let us know 
of its existence. The new year marks the 90 th anniversary of the founding of the Green Mountain 
Club in 1910. This is a great time to take a step to preserve our history. 
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Killington Section , GMC, Director's Meeting, from page 1 


Gov. Clement Shelter - Cooper Lodge - 
No definite plans have yet been formulated 
for relocating this stretch. 

Lottery Rood to Kieffer Rood - Prelimi- 
nary scouting has taken place but we are “2- 
3 years away from doing anything.” 

Walkthroughs: 

The section will soon be scheduling the tra- 
ditional annual walkthroughs. The walk- 
through of lower portions will be scheduled 
in May while that for upper elevations will 
await the complete melting of snow in June 

Cold River Road Parking: 

It was unanimously approved (m/s/p Connie 
Youngstrotn/Ray Catozzi) that the section 
recommend to the GMC that it not plun for 
any parking lots on the upper Cold River 
Road. At present there is a wide spot offer- 
ing spaces for two or three vehicles and this 
is deemed sufficient 

Gov. Clement Shelter: 

Numerous proposals for keeping vehicles 
away from the shelter, a frequent target of 
vandalism and site of row dy partving. were 
discussed but, each having draw backs, it 
w as decided to do nothing for now 

Trails & Shelters Adoption Program: 

Dave indicated that the GMC is expanding 
its present trails and shelters adoption pro- 
gram to include sections of trail Thus if it 
were agreeable to us the main club could 
assign sections w ithin the Killington Section 
I to outside adopters This is merely a proposal 
at this point but it prompted concern by some 
1 directors that it w ould erode the traditional 
role of the section as trail maintatners. The 
adopters would report to the section's Trails 
& Shelters chairman. 

GMC Wilderness Support: 

Dave indicated that the GMC plans to sup- 
port legislation calling for the designation of 
additional wilderness areas within the Green 
Mountain National Forest. One of the pro- 
posed new areas would be in the Philadel- 
phia peak region south of Vt. 125 while the 
second would take in the virtually unpopu- 
lated Glastonbury mountain region thereby 
extending the present Lye Brook wilderness 
south to Kelley Stand Road The legislation 
could be written up in a way favorable to 
existing trails and campsites. 

GMC Director’s Report: 

Phil Smith reported at the last main club 


meeting the New York Section voted by a 
margin of 1 56 to 68 to leave the club. Dissat- 
isfaction over the uniform dues was seen as a 
major factor in this unfortunate decision. 

Also at this meeting a motion to purchase 
some 40 acres of land adjacent to the Water- 
bury headquarters to create a campus-like 
environment and protect the “viewshed” was 
tabled after 1 V4 hours of discussion. The 
prospective purchase at a cost of several hun- 
dred thousand dollars left “a sufficient num- 
ber of people uneasy." How ever, an expendi- 
ture of $10,000 over what was budgeted was 
approved for renovations and changes to the 
headquarters facility. Also, it was voted to 
expend $30,000 to upgrade the club's maps 
and get them into digitized form The club is 
looking at several cartographers before se- 
lecting one to carry out this process. 

There is a GMC meeting March 20 in 
Manchester at the Equinox and the Long 
Trail meeting will take place June 12 at 
Stratton Mountain. The main club is looking 
for nominations from the sections for life 
memberships. 

Gov . Clement Masonry Repair: 

Herb Ogden hopes to secure a grant from the 
Appalachian Trail conference for this needed 
repair w ork, but if he were not able to obtain 
the grant, he sought permission to use Kirk 
Funds to hire a mason to do the work. It was 
estimated that four hours would be required 
A motion to authorize $200 from Kirk Fund 
interest (m/s/p Bob Pcrkins/Al Pulling) to 
pay for this job was passed unanimously. It 
was hoped that the Shrewsbury Snowbirds, a 
snowmobiling club, might go 50-50 on the 
job and that Roy Arthur might be willing to 
do the work 

Resignation: 

Linda Smith lias resigned from the position 
of hiking schedule coordinator. Appreciation 
was expressed for her past efforts in this im- 
portant post. 

Next Meeting: 

The next meeting w ill take place Saturday, 
April 24 at the Annual Meeting and Potluck 
at the Unitarian Universalist church on West 
Street in Rutland. 
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4 Check Your 4 
$ 4 

4 Smoke & Blazes $ 

4 4 

I Label l 

4 The Killington Section collects dues 4 
J on a calendar year basis If your 
4 mailing label on this issue of Smoke 4 
4 and Blazes has a red check mark it 4 
4 means that, according to our 4 

4 records, you have not yet paid dues 4 
4 for 1999. 4 

4 4 

^ Please send $27 ^ 

£ (for Individual) or $35 
£ (for family) to: ^ 


* Killington Section, GMC 

* Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
J 883 US Route 4 East 

f Rutland. VT 05701-9038 

4 4 

4 There also is a membership applies- 4 
4 tion at the end of this newsletter. 4 
4 This includes membership in both § 
4 the Killington Section and in the 4 
4 main Green Mountain Club 4 

4 Subscriptions to Smoke and Blazes 4 
4 and to the Long Trail News must 4 
4 soon be terminated if 1999 dues ft 
£ are not paid. We appreciate your ft 

ft support and look forward to hearing a 
a from you. 

44444444444444 

Keep a Section Member 
in Your Thoughts 

Our thoughts go out to Herb 
Ogden, president of the Killington section, 
who’s mother passed away a few months 
ago after a brief illness. She was 84. Ruth 
Emily Ogden was bom in New York and 
received her bachelor’s degree from Vassar 
College in 1936 and her master’s degree 
from Columbia University School of Library 
Science in 1938. In 1946 she married Her- 
bert Gouvcmeur Ogden, and they moved to 
Hartland. Together they owned and operated 
a daily 7 goat and sheep farm, a sugarbush, 
the Lull's Brook Inn, and Ogden's Cider 
and Grist Mill, all in Hartland. Mrs. Ogden 
started the Hartland Elementary School Li- 
brary and did volunteer w r ork. Ruth and her 
husband moved to Rutland in 1993. 


Volume 52. Number / Page 4 Millington Section - Careen Mountain Club April 

Killington Section Green Mountain Club - Outing Schedule Summer 1999 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown. Participants should bring lunch unless noted 
Non-members are welcomel Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader Distances are 
approximate, difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader 
Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Saturday, April 24 - ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK - 5 30 p m Sue Thomas, 773-2185 for information 

**Location Change** Unitarian Universalist church basement, West Street, Rutland Bring a dish to share and a place setting 

Sunday, April 25 - BRISTOL PLANE WRECK -9am. Jerry Parker, 775-6208. 

Hike to the site of a WWII plane wreck, some bushwhacking. 6 miles moderate 

Saturday, May 1 (Rain Date, Sunday, May 2) - MAY DAY AT SHAW MOUNTAIN - 10 a m. Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Benson. A slow paced hike through many varied habitats, bring binoculars and field guides, we'll see many returned migrants and early wild- 
flowers. (This is a Nature Conservancy Preserve, no dogs please ) 2 1/2 - 3 miles, easy with some climbing 

Saturday, May 8 - MOUNTAIN BIKE TREK - 9 a m Lynn Pilcher, 459-2851 Approximately 20 miles on old roads, moderate 

Sunday, May 16 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES - 1 p.m. Jerry Parker, 775-6208 A short trip, great for children and families. 

Saturday, May 22 - LOWER WALK-THRU - 9 a m. Herb Ogden, 775-1350. 

Join us for our spring clean-up on the Long Trail from Rt. 140 in Wallingford to Gov. Clement Shelter Tools provided or bring your own. 

Sunday, May 23 - A BOTANIZING RAMBLE - 2 p.m. Roy Pilcher, 459-2851. 

Joint outing with Rutland County Audubon. Join botanist Jim Graves to explore and identify some of our spring woodland flowers Meet at 
Barstow School, Chittenden. 

Saturday, May 29 - STONE HUT COOKOUT - 10 a m. Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997. 

Shrewsbury - 3 miles, easy. Bring hot dogs to roast, club will furnish hot beverages 

Saturday, June 5 - NATIONAL TRAILS DAY - Herb Ogden, 775-1350 

Help us get the Long Trail in shape for summer hiking. Gov. Clement Shelter to Sherburne Pass Tools provided or bring your own 

Saturday, June 12 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES - 6:30 p.m. Jerry Parker, 775-6208. An evening hike for kids and families 

Saturday. June 19 - MYSTERY HIKE - 10 a m. Gretchen Crowley, 483-9448 Moderate. 

Saturday, June 26 - BAKER PEAK - 8:30 a m. Karen Cartier. 773-3509. 

Via the Long Trail and out the Old Job Trail past Griffith Lake 13 miles, moderate 

Sunday, July 11 - HURRICANE MOUNTAIN TRAVERSE - For meeting place and time call Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310 
Adirondacks Joint with Breadloaf Section Steep ascent to a bald summit with excellent views 6 miles, moderate. 

Saturday, July 17 (Rain Date Sunday, July 18) - TONGUE MOUNTAIN - Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

Lake George - a long hike with spectacular views of the lake, possibility to see rare timber rattlesnakes 12-13 miles, difficult. 

Sunday, July 18 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES -1pm. Jerry Parker, 775-6208. A short trek for children and families. 

Saturday, July 25 - WORK PARTY • 9 a m Herb Ogden, 775-1350 Help out with trail maintenance, tools provided or bring your own 

Saturday, July 31 (Rain Date Sunday, August 1) - NINTH ANNUAL TACONIC RAMBLE - 1 p.m Kit Davidson, 273-2982 

Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, mountain peaks with views north, south, east, and west, a Japanese Garden and other goodies Wine 

and cheese on the lawn afterward 2-5 miles easy to moderate, walkers can leave the group at several points and wait on the lawn for the rest. 

Saturday, August 7 (Rain Date Sunday, August 8) - FIFTH ANNUAL FALLS OF LANA RAMBLE - 10 a m. Kit Davidson. 273-2982 
One of the most spectacular waterfalls in Vermont, a panoramic view of Lake Dunmore, an enchanted sort of forest, and a mountain lake en- 
circled by white birch. 3 miles, moderate, good family excursion Walk to Silver Lake optional, swimming there or at Lake Dunmore possible 

Sunday, August 8 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES -1pm. Jerry Parker, 775-6208. For kids and families. 

Saturday, August 14 (Rain Date Sunday, August 15) - MT. IRA ALLEN - 8:30 a m Sue Thomas, 773-2185. 

Fayston - via the Hedgehog Brook Trail and the Long Trail. We'll pass over Burnt Rock Mountain with excellent views and a glacial pothole 8 
miles, difficult. 

WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? - Our next schedule will include mid-August through mid-November. Please call Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 or Sue 
Thomas, 773-2185 by July 17 to guarantee a spot on our schedule. 
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From the Field, 
continued from page 1 


Animal tracks meandered through the woods, 
crossing the trail several times. Snowshoe 
hare, red squirrel, coyote and deer tracks were 
among those seen Any hopes of hearing win- 
ter bird calls was next to impossible because 
of the loud crunch, crunch of our booted or 
snowshoed feet on old crusty snow. Henry, a 
Youthful energetic golden retriever, and 
Woody, a young brown Labrador, stole the 
show with their playful antics. They rolled, 
tumbled and chased up and down the snowy 
trail, never once letting up. 

Warm mellow sunshine greeted us when 
we sat ourselves down on the marble boulders 
at the top of the cliff for lunch. We took in the 
view overlooking the valley while overhead 
two ravens circled lazily. Karen’s chocolate 
chip cookies were a welcome treat! It was a 
speedy downhill return and soon we were back 
to the cars. A line day it was in the good com- 
pany of those who love the outdoors. 

Pittsford Trails Network Hike 

By Jean Davies, leader 
January 17, 1999 

For the first time in years, I prayed for 
40-degree temperatures in January, The prob- 
lem was the thick layer of ice over the snow'. 
X-C skiing is fun on snow, but impossible on 
ice. Happily , by 1 p.m. on the 1 7 U *, the weather 
cooperated, and even the sun showed up to 
greet Sue Thomas, Benue Donahue, Connie 
Youngstrom, Lynn Pilcher, Bob Perkins, Char- 
lie Edgar, Cody Hesse, and me Seven-year- 
old Cody, the kid next door, represented the 
youngsters w e wish we’d see more of on our 
GMC hikes. This was Cody’s first introduc- 
tion to the GMC, and he’s eager to come 
again. 

We admired Bob’s I940’s ski equipment, 
but we agreed that he's in style, sort of. He 
used close to what they’re using now for back- 
country skiing. 

The warm snow' caused us to move on the 
slow side, stop to admire the views, geogra- 
phy, and history of the area, and allowed 
Bemie to keep up by walking. For once we 
were glad to see the snowmobilers, since ski- 
ing was good only where they’d broken in the 
trails, but none of us wanted to convert to ma- 
chines. 

After an hour or so, some of the group 
opted to leave (to watch a game on TV). Lynn, 
Sue and Connie snowshoed on tire Cadwell 
section of the trail, seeing interesting animal 
tracks on the way. 

It was cold and icy the day before, and 
poured the day after our hike. We lucked out 
for a fine day. 

Quartcrlinc Road 

By Roma Pulling 
February 6. 1999 
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Editorial Deadline 

§ Hike Leaders and Other Inspirational Writers 

A Please get your hike reports and stories in to the editor no later than 
T Friday, July 30. for the next issue of Smoke & Blazes Remember to put your 
A name, date and hike destination on the report. You can send your stories hand- 
4-written, typewritten, on disk, or via fax or email to: 


Kim Armstrong, PO Box 346, Bridgewater Corners, VT 05035 
P 802-672-3157 F 802-672-4190 Email: kapr@vermontel.com 



The Killington Section frequently spon- 
sors ski or snowshoe hikes 
this time of year. Skating trips are less com- 
mon, but this outing qualified as one. For 
most of its length the road was glare ice dis- 
guised by a thin coating of snow . Although w e 
slewed and skidded, no 
one fell. 

After meeting six other people at the 
park, Alfred and I led the way to the point 
where the Quarterline Road turns to dirt and 
parked beside the road. While usually not 
maintained in the winter, it showed signs of 
having been plowed and had been driven on. 
One car passed us. 

A nice view that I remembered from the past 
was obscured by haze on that cloudy day. We 
saw some animal tracks, but other than squir- 
rel and rabbit most were not identified. 

When we slopped to take a break about 
2:30, it was mutually agreed we should re- 
verse course and return to our cars. Think 
spring! 

Robert Frost Mountain in Ripton, 

Hike or Snowshoe, 

Joint Outing Breadloaf/Killington 
Sections 

By Gordon Helen Cawood, leaders 
March 6, 1999 

TTie trip was cancelled due to winter 
storm warnings. The back roads of Ripton are 
not place to be in 10-12 inches of snow. We 
had planned to hike the snowmobile trail from 
Lincoln Road to the peak, hi winter there are 
good views to the north along the trail, and to 
the west from the peak All were notified of 
the trip cancellation. 

Pine Brook Ski & Stick Tour 

By Herb Ogden, leader 
March 13. 1999 

Despite a new' snowfall and nice, season- 
able w eather, only three skiers show ed up to 
tour some of Green Mountain National Forest 
ski trails in the Bingo area of Rochester. We 
parked at the last house on Bingo Road, 
crossed the Bingo Brook bridge, and headed 
north up the Pine Brook Trail. This gains 
about 400-feet before crossing Pine Brook and 
heading west, and herringboning was in order 
on the steeper pitches. Soon we cam across the 


track of a moose with a little fresh snow on it. 
Then, right in the trail, there was a large 
packed-down area, the sign of a moose-nap 
We thought we could see where it had moved 
its head around eating snow. Nice not to have 
to get out of bed when thirsty! After the sec- 
ond moose-hap crater, there was no longer any 
snow on the track or the piles of moose mu- 
nure, so we knew we were close to it. We 
never saw or heard it though 

Some gullies on the way up required deli- 
cate side-stepping so we wouldn't get our skis 
wet in the little brooks that crossed the trail. 
That got me a bit worried about the crossings 
of the two branches of Pine Brook I was glad 
to discover that since that last ski tour I’d led 
up there, the Forest Service had bridges both 
of the crossings nicely. 

We lunched at an old farm site overlook- 
ing the remains of a pasture and an old apple 
orchard, w ith nice views south over the Bingo 
Brook valley . Then misfortune hit the skier 
with the waxless skis As the day w anned, the 
fine-grained new snow reached just the consis- 
tency that makes it stick to a waxless ski like 
instant cement. Maybe the disaster would have 
been avoided if the skis had been resurfaced 
recently At any rate, we could scrape the 
snow off them only to have it stick again in a 
few yards. The only solution was for the two 
skiers who had waxed skis to pack down the 
trail ahead by making several passes, so the 
waxless skis would no longer have much to 
stick to. Eventually, though the owner of the 
waxless skis just look them off and w alked. I 
learned a lesson from this: when leading a ski 
tour, carry not only all the waxes you might 
need, but cany everything that might be 
needed for the other style of ski. I had every- 
thing conceivable for waxed skis, from green 
wax to yellow wax (which I used at the end), 
plus extra tips in case a ski broke - but noth- 
ing, let alone glide spray, for waxless skis. 

There may be something about weather 
conditions in the Bingo area that makes for 
tricky snow. The last tour I led in this area 
went all the way up to the end of the Bingo 
Road in Hancock, and we encountered such 
sticky snow that neither waxless nor waxed 
skis worked well. 




KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club, I/we understand 
that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly). Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership 
card. Dues help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and 
throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES 


NAME: 


$ 27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

$ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* ADDRESS: 

$500 (entirely tax-deductible) 

$750 (entirely tax-deductible) 

* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 

or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. TELEPHONE:__ 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C.. the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Mt. Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club, Inc. 


Individual 

Family 

Individual Lifetime 
Family Lifetime 


I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail work, 

shelter work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting the 

Killington Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 
SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US Route 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701-9038 




PERKROB 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Thelia Perkins 

6 Rachel Drive 

Rutland, VT 05701-3772 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
Annual Meeting, April 24, 1999 


The annua! meeting of the Killington 
Section, Green Mountain Club, was held Sat- 
urday evening, April 24, in the basement of 
the Unitarian Universalist Church in Rutland 
following the traditional pot luck supper. 
President Herb Ogden conducted the meeting 
and special guests representing the main club 
were Dave Hardy, director of field programs; 
Sandy Tarburton, membership and volunteer 
coordinator, and Gregg Western, supervisor of 
caretakers and crew s in the Coolidge Range 
and closely involved w ith the many trail relo- 
cations currently being carried out in our sec- 
tion 

MINUTES 

The secretary’s minutes, which had pre- 
viously appeared in Smoke & Blazes, were 
approved unanimously without being read 
aloud (A1 Pulling, Jean Davies). 

MEMBERSHIP 

Follow ing discussion of the fact that sec- 
tion membership is down and members seem 
to be slow in renewing this year, it was moved 
and seconded (Bob Perkins, Bill Robichaud) 
that membership reminder notices be sent out 
b\ the muin club This was carried unani- 
mously Sandy Tarburton noted that their reg- 
ular procedure is to send out an initial notice 
followed by two reminder notices. 

PRESIDENT S REPORT 

Herb was pleased to report that Bob 
Perkins and Bill Robichaud have agreed to 
take over as the new co-chairmen of Trails & 
Shelters, relieving him of that responsibility. 
Clearing and blazing will take place during 
walk-throughs coming up in May and early 
June. There w ere 151 hours of volunteer labor 
between 1992 and 1998 contributed to main- 
taining trails in the Killington Section. 

PICO CAMP 

The American Skiing Company doesn’t 
have the funds to build its planned intercon- 
nect between Killington and Pico thus sparing 
Pico Camp for at least another year. However, 
the structure should be jacked up and leveled 
out as the register is full of complaints from 
overnight visitors unhappy with having to 
slceD on a slant. 


GMC DIRECTOR 

Phil Smith is unable to serve another 
term as director to the GMC. A1 Pulling, the 
alternate director, agreed to take over the posi- 
tion and keep us abreast of the many plans and 
projects being formulated at the Waterburv 
headquarters. All agreed GMC leadership is 
much more sensitive to section needs than in 
the past. 

TRAIL REPORTS 

The Canty Trail is in good shape but 
problems exist near the trailhead. These in- 
clude lack of parking, wet terrain, and liability 
from semi-abandoned buildings Much of this 
could be solved by relocating the trail to all 
federal land. 

On tlie Long Trail itself, relocations are 
progressing well on the w hole. North of U S. 4 
it is “pretty much ready to go” and the flag 
line is easily followed. South of Rte. 4 a lot of 
work remains to be done but hopefully will be 
completed by Labor Day. 

The relo in Little Killington is partly 
done. No relo is planned for file Bucklin Trail 
but a good bridge is needed across Brew ers 
Brook. Gary Salmon is currently building a 
bridge with the Youth Corps across the lower 
Brewers Brook crossing. 

North of Gov. Clement Shelter there are 
plans for a possible relo but nothing has yet 
been picked out. 

On the Bear Mountain relo there is a dif- 
ference of opinion betw een the GMC and fire 
U.S. Forest Service archaeologist with regard 
to the treatment of old cellar holes. The debate 
centers on whether it is better to go right past 
them or give them a wide berth and approach 
only by short side trails The Minerva Hinchey 
to Vt. 140 portion is mostly done. New sig- 
nage will be needed on Vt. 140 to properly 
indicate the changes. Local volunteers who 
would like to work with Dave and Gregg on 
Long Trail Patrols building new routes in the 
section are more than welcome. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Herb complimented editor Kim Arm- 
strong on the new' professional look of Smoke 


FALL POTLUCK 
AND PROGRAM 



Saturday, November 20 

5:30 p.m. 


The Unitarian Universalist Church 
basement, 

West Street, Rutiand 
Bring a dish to share 
and a place setting. 

Call Sue Thomas at 773-2185 
for more information 


& Blazes. Connie Youngstrom has agreed to 
take over as Outings Chairman replacing 
Linda Smith. She will be helped by Sue 
Thomas 

RUTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
AGREEMENT 

Section historian Bob Perkins has worked 
out an agreement with the Rutland Historical 
Society to serve as a permanent repository for 
our scrapbooks, albums. Smoke & Blazes col- 
lection, meeting notes, and other memorabilia 
Anyone with such material or perhaps a per- 
sonal collection is encouraged to donate it to 
the Society. 

CLARENDON GORGE 

Bob is currently wearing another hat as 
chairman of the Clarendon Gorge Park Associ- 
ation. This group is concerned that the lower 
part of tlie Clarendon Gorge just cast of w here 
the Mill River crosses Rte. 7 will fall into 
private hands and no longer be publicly acces- 
sible. Tlie group would like to have some pub- 
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Killington Section Directors, 
including Officers 

Year in parenthesis indicates end of three year term. 

President: 

Herbert G. Ogden 
20 Birchwood Avc., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-1350 eves. 

775-3368 workdays 

E-mail lco@together.net (1999) 

Vice-President: 

Philip Smith 
9A Capitol Hill. 

Fair Haven VT, 05743 
Tel. 265-4493 (2000) 

Secretary: 

Jacob R Sherman 
48 Morse Place. 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2001) 

Treasurer: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
883 U S. Rt. 4 East 
Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-6997 

E-mail ral37@juno.com (2000) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2001) 

Raymond Catozzi ( 1 999) 

Ruth Gibbud (1999) 

Linda Smith (2000) 

Connie Youngstrom (2001) 

Klllington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Philip Smith 

(see above for info) (1999) 

Alternate: 

Alfred R. Pulling 

(see above for info) (2000) 


Smoke & Blazes Editor: 

Kim Armstrong 
PO Box 346 

Bridgewater Comers. VT 05035 
(Day) 802-672-4191 
(F) 802-672-4190 
Email: kapr@vermontel.com 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
ANNUAL REPORT, JUNE 1999 


The Killington Section maintains the Long Trail (and hence the Appalachian 
Trail) from Route 140 in Wallingford Gulf to Route 4 at Sherburne Pass, the 
Killington Spur Trail, the Bucklin Trail up Killington from the west, and the Pico 
Link. We also maintain the Canty Trail up Blue Ridge Mountain, which is no 
longer part of the Long Trail System. This amounts to 2 1 .6 miles of Long Trail 
and 6.4 miles of side trails, for a total of 28 miles. That works out to precisely half 
a mile of trail for every membership in the Section. 

Even a few y ears ago, the ratio was much better. We usually had over 100 
members, and approached 150 in the last decade Now we have 14 Life Members, 
27 Individual Members, and 13 Family Memberships. Counting two people per 
family, that works out to 67 members. I'm a little puzzled at the slump We know- 
some reasons Several formerly very active members, including one long-time 
President, quit as soon as unified dues greatly increased their dues. The added cost 
alone apparently wasn't the only reason, since it appears no one took advantage of 
the $7 low income or trail maintainer discount. Some may have quit to protest the 
loss of autonomy by all Sections. Of course, some just moved away or lost inter- 
est. To make up for the losses, maybe our dues reminders have to be more force- 
ful. and may be we need to work with sporting goods stores and others to publicize 
the Section better. 

Despite our relatively low membership, our outings arc generally well -attended 
Except during mud season and hunting season, we offer about one activity per 
week Jerry Parker's series of Children's Adventure Outings has been popular. We 
have also had canoe trips, bicycle tours, cross country ski treks, and snowshoe out- 
ings. We continue to try to reduce traffic on the Long Trail by scheduling most of 
our trips on side trails and old roads that are known only to the hike leader and a 
few- others. 

Our part of the Long Trail is in the best shape ever. Puncheon donated by East- 
ern Mountain Sports has fixed the mud wallows in the saddle between Pico and 
Killington. Hours of work by Trails & Shelters Co-Chair Bill Robichaud and oth- 
ers have slowed the erosion on the north slope of Pico. Rocks moved by the GMC 
trail crew and griphoist have let hikers cross Gould Brook dryshod except during 
real high w ater. The relocation north of Cooper Lodge has moved the trail onto a 
better footway away from Killington's ski trails, thanks to GMC crews. 

Speaking of relocations, this will be the year for them. By this fall, about one- 
third of the Long Trail in our section will be mov ed from where it was last fall 
Another several miles will probably move in the next few years. We have helped 
some and will continue to do so, but most of the work has been done by GMC 
crews and the Youth Conservation Corps. Although the resulting trail will be sig- 
nificantly longer than it is now, the Section has. however, voted to maintain all the 
new trail plus the present route from Pico to Sherburne Pass, which will become a 
side trail. 

We continue to be very pleased that GMC President Rolf Anderson is attentive 
to the needs and wishes of the Sections. He has ushered in a new era of coopera- 
tion between headquarters and the local groups. I am sure I speak for all nine 
members of the Killington Section's Board of Directors in applauding him for this. 

Rutland, 1 1 June 1999 


Herbert G Ogden, President 
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Killington Section, 

GMC Annual Meeting, from page 1 


lie entity such as the Town of Clarendon own 
it and is hoping to raise money toward this 
goal through grants. 

Continued on page 3 

LONG TRAIL GUIDE 

Dave Hardy noted that a new edition may 
be published next year and sought input on 
how many of the new changes ought to be in- 
cluded. A motion to include description of all 
or as many as possible of the new relocations 
in our section was passed unanimously (Jake 
Sherman, A1 Pulling). A motion was also 
passed to recommend to main club that relo 
descriptions be published in the Long Trail 
News. 

HONOREES 

Churchill Scott suggested that Ellen Rus- 
sell be honored by the Club as a benefactor. 
Sandy Tarburton noted that the GMC asks for 
names of individuals eligible for five and 10 
i year service awards as well as Volunteer of 
the Year There are also honorary Life Mem- 
bers. 

DIRECTORS MEETING 

At a special Directors' meeting Bill Ro- 
bichaud was unanimously elected to a three- 
year term replacing Ray Catozzi whose term 
has just expired. Bob Perkins was elected 
vice-president to fill the term of Phil Smith 
who has resigned A1 Pulling will take over 
Phil's term as GMC Director with Connie 
Youngstrom serving as alternate. Ruth Gibbud 
was also elected to another term as a director. 
All of these new officers were unanimously 
approved by the general membership. The 
business portion of the meeting was then ad- 
journed upon a motion by Janet Martin 

PROGRAM 

The evening's program was a slide talk 
presented by Cura Clifford Nelson who, two 
years ago with her sister, hiked the Long Trail 
from end-to-end to honor the 70th anniversary 
of her grandmother's hiking the trail. Her 
grandmother, Kathleen Robert Clifford, along 
with two other young women, thru hiked the 
LT in the summer of 1927, the first women 
ever to do so. Known as “The Three Muske- 
teers,” they carried their rations and extra 
clothes in pack baskets and completed the 
journey in a remurkable 26 days. In paying 
tribute to her grandmother’s accomplishment, 
Cara and her sister also raised $30,000 for the 
Long Trail Protection Fund. Cara was intro- 
duced by program chairman Ray Catozzi. The 
presentation cleverly interwove yesteryear 
with today and was enjoyed by all. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Killington Section Membership Report 

Badger, Robert L 




Baitz, Scott 

Bebee, Vivian/L Walter 
Bickford, Channing 
Boutwell, Rev/Mrs Robt 
Bushey , Philip J Jr 
Cartier, Karen W 
Catozzi, Raymond 
Charland, Rachael W 
Conlon, George 
Darrow, Dr Robert 
Davidson, Kit 
Davies, Jean 
Deinzer, Walter 
Devereux, Charlene 
Dicton Sr, Joseph 
Donahue, Bernard G 
Flynn, Michael T/Gauthier 
Gallagher, Peter/B Yon 
Gibbud, Ruth 
Ginsberg, Frances 
Hawley, Ira/Lonaine 
Henkel, Margaret 
Hooker. Geo, Cheryl & TJ 
Johnson, Willard 
Lamb, Ruth/Sandy 
Little, John J 
Malkus, Sam 
Martin, David S 
Martin, John/Janet 
Malhewson, Jcn/Kimberly 
Mathis, Dave 
Matteson, Richard E 
McGill, Chuck/Charlene 
Nelson, Cara/Jonathan 
Ogden Jr, Herbert/Hannah 
Parker, Gerald 
Partalis, Catherine 
Perkins, Robert/Thelma 
Pettrone, Mark 
Phillips. Don/Diane 
Pranger, Pat 
Pulcer, Ronald/Sarah 
Pulling, Roma/Al 
Quigg, Peter 
Reynolds, George 
Robichaud, William T 
Rogers, Wally 
Romeo, F John 
Russell, Ellen B 
Scott, Churchill 
Sheldon, Marilyn 
Sherman, Jacob R 
Sibley, Joan 
Smith, Jesse 
Smith, Phil/Linda 
Suddartli, John/Lindsey 
Thomas, Catherine 
Trubisz, Jeffrey 
Tufuno, Albert L 
Waldhauer, Carolyn 
Wright, David P 
Youngstrom, Connie/Mark 
Zeh, Stuarl/V Backuitis 
• Zizis, Maryellen 


1 6 Grant St 
Box 564 
14 Belmont Av 
1 6 Birchw ood Ave 
690 Town Line Rd 
POBox 156 
63 Evergreen Ave 
103 Bellevue Ave 
414 Chestnut St Apt 1005 
299 Sunset Dr 
19 Cream Hill Rd 
321 St John Rd 
Box 37 

9 Tenney Brook Ct 
2 Orion Av 
2728 US Route 7 N. 

50 Edgcrton St 
POBox 47 
2637 E Pittsford Rd 
69 Temple St 
1 55 Highland Rd 
819 US RT 4 E 
RR 1, Box 264 
1 1 Rovce St 
2393 Flag RD 
POBox 1395 
POBox 292 
31 Williams St 


Potsdam NY 13676 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Rutland VT 05701-3322 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701-9342 
E Wallingford, VT 05742 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Springfield, MA 01 104-3440 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Mendon, VT 05701 
Castleton, VT 05735 
Pittsford VT 05763 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Gaysville, VT 05746 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701-3527 
Rye, NY 10580 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Shrewsbury, VT 05738 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Abilene, KS 67410-6949 
Bolton Landing, NY 12814-0127 
Killington, VT 05751-0292 
Proctor, VT 05765 


IPA, 41 1 LuFayette St. 303, NY, NY 10003 


471 Perkins Road 
POBox 1262 
260 Lincoln Ave 
POBox 760 
33 Greenwood Ln 
POBox 224 
20 Birchwood Ave 
Rt I , Box 586 
POBox 6052 
6 Rachael Drive 
86 Mt View Dr 
RD l.Box 203 
RR 2, Box 192C 
317 Countryside Dr 
883 US Rt 4 E 
Currier Rd. Box 62 
POBox 83 
POBox 457 
RR 2, Box 5370 

121 Ellison's Lake Rd 
6 Heritage Hill 

RR 3, Box 4869 
1 1 1 8 W Tinmouth Rd 
48 Morse Place 
RFD, Box 132 
RR 3, Box 4496 
9-A Capitol Hill 
3 Meadow View Dr 
20 Birchwood Ave. 

3 Settlers Wav 
RR l,Box 1025 
1072 Bixbv RD 
POBox 1001 
1608 Lottery Rd 
41 VreelandAve 

122 Nichols St 


Rutland Town, VT 05701-4614 
Middletown Springs.VT 05757 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Killington, VT 05751-0760 
Westford, VT 05494 
Williston, VT 05495 
Rutland, VT 0570 1-3605 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Rutland, VT 05701-6052 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Averill Park, NY 12018 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Wallingford, VT 05773-9718 
Rutland Town, VT 05701-9315 
Rutland, VT 05701-9038 
Killington, VT 05751 
Springfield, VT 05 156-0083 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Castleton, VT 05735 
Ludlow, VT 05149 
Rutland, VT 05701-24 15 
Rutland, VT 05701 
W Rutland, VT 05777 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Fair Haven, VT 05743 
Mendon, VT 05701 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Salem, MAO 1970 
Cuttingsville, VT 05738 
Ludlow, VT 05149-9773 
Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
Shrewsbury. VT 05738 
Totowa, NJ 07512 
Wilmington, MA 01887 
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KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand 
that I/w'e will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership 
card. Dues help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and 
throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

DUES NAME: 

Individual $ 27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

Family $ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* ADDRESS: 

Individual Lifetime $500 (entirely tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (entirely tax -deductible) 

* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 

or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. TELEPHONE: 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C.. the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Mt. Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail work, 

shelter work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting the 

Killington Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US Route 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701-9038 



PERKR0B 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Thelma Perkins 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701-3772 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
Director’s Meeting, November 20, 1999 


A meeting of the Killington Section's 
officers and directors was held Saturday, Nov. 
20, 1999, at 4:30 P.M. at the Unitarian Church 
in Rutland prior to the club's annual fall 
potluck supper. Attending the meeting were 
Herb Ogden, section president; Bob Perkins, 
vice-president and 'historian'; A1 Pulling, 
treasurer and GMC director, directors. Bill 
Robichaud and Ruth Gibbud, and secretary, 
Jake Sherman. 

TREASURER’S REPORT -A1 

Pulling reported that the section currently has 
$1,124.74 m its checking account and 
$1,317.58 in the savings account. There has 
been no change in the Kirk Fund. The section 
now numbers 41 individual members, 36 fam- 
ily members, and 14 life members. 

It was noted that membership renewal 
letters are now being sent out from the main 
club in Waterbury. Dues can be paid either 
directly to the main club or to our own section 
treasurer, the same percentage being returned 
to the section in either case. It w as also noted 
that the main club's letter can be tailored to 
section needs and in our case should include a 
reminder that dues include Smoke A Blazes. 

HISTORIAN’S REPORT - Bob 

Perkins reminded the meeting that the sec- 
tion's archives are now being stored and pre- 
served at the Rutland Historical Society’s 
building on Nickwackett Street. If anybody 
has any photos, diaries or other memorabilia 
related to the section looking for a permanent 
home,' they would be most welcome 

SMOKE & BLAZES - All w ere 
pleased with the job being done by editor Kim 
Armstrong (now Jackson). All hike leaders 
were reminded about the need to submit hike 
reports promptly. 

NOMINATIONS — Several candidates 
were suggested to fill two directors’ terms 
that will be beginning in April 2000. 


ters. The donation is apparently limited to that 
purpose only. The amount of money available, 
however, is still well short of that needed for 
the 40-odd acres the club would like to pur- 
chase to preserve a suitable natural environ- 
ment around itself and prevent unwanted de- 
velopment. 

SECTION LEADERS MEETING - 

Bob Perkins and Bill Robichaud represented 
the section at this meeting held Saturday. Nov 
1 3, at Vermont Law School in South Royalton 
Among items discussed there was an earlier 
suggestion by section leaders that the main 
club return a larger percentage of dues to the 
sections. This proposal, however, has been 
referred by the club to its membership com- 
mittee and still remains 'on the table.’ 

Another item brought up was that some 
sections now have Web pages. Some sections 
have them while others don’t. Ours is among 
those who don't. A section’s web page can 
contain a tremendous amount of info about the 
section including its history, membership, and 
hike schedules. A section web page might also 
be linked to the main club's web page as well 
as to the w eb page of the local Chamber of 
Commerce under 'Recreational Opportuni- 
ties.’ Obviously, some sections contain mem- 
bers with the skills to pul these pages into 
operation. Bob is going to look into what 
would be required to "get one up.’ 

Another topic raised was group use of the 
LT, particularly in sensitive areas or times 
such as during mud-season, on Alpine sum- 
mits, etc. The trail traverses land under many 
different ownerships including state land, 

U S. Forest Service land, etc each with its 
own set of rules. The rules are unclear and 
lack uniformity. The club plays a dual role 
because while we aim to be protectors of the 
trail we are also users. It was felt that 10 peo- 
ple on an overnight hike and 20 on a day hike 
were reasonable limits but these do not repre- 
sent amthing hard and fast. 

The section leaders also addressed the 
need to recruit younger members into the club. 


climbing, and take no more than four hours. 
There are about eight or 10 of these hikes dur- 
ing the year. Any section can schedule 
Turtle' hikes if it wants to and is free to 
make use of the name 

RENAMING OF SIDE TRAIL - 

After much discussion of possible names for 
the section of old LT between Pico South and 
Sherburne Pass, which with the new rerouting 
of the AT/LT has now become a side trail, the 
name Sherburne Pass Trail was selected from 
about a dozen possibilities. It was felt this 
name would avoid confusion and provide a 
geographical place name that would make the 
purpose of the trail clear to hikers. The sec- 
tion will now report its recommendation to the 
main club w hich had requested us to come up 
with a name. They needed it fairly quickly to 
be able to use in new maps and guidebooks 

HIKE PUBLICITY - It was felt the 
section needed better hike publicity and that 
the appointment of a publicity chairman w ould 
be a good idea. Some other thoughts about 
publicizing hikes included a 'postcard' size 
schedule that would be handy for attaching to 
refrigerators or just earn ing; a table display at 
such locations as the mall, the Rutland Fair, 
and Arts in the Park, and having hikes with a 
leader possessing special know ledge, for ex- 
ample, a geology or a botany hike 

In terms of trail maintenance, it was sug- 
gested that in the newsletter volunteers should 
be sought for specific jobs rather than just 
being asked for generally. Bill Robichaud felt 
the main club needed to go after the state for 
more money for this purpose It was noted that 
more ‘ridge-runners’ or caretakers were 
needed and also needed to be better paid 
Herb asked what the section might do to assist 
the ridge-runners charged with patrolling the 
Coolidge Range. 

Also, it was felt that with Castleton, Col- 
lege of St. Joseph and Green Mountain in the 
area more college students ought to be inter- 
ested in associating with the club. 


GMC DIRECTOR'S REPORT - A1 One successful idea has been the creation of 


Pulling reported that at the last main club 
meeting there was much discussion of a recent 
$100,000 donation in relation to the purchase 
of land surrounding the Waterbury headquar- 


so-called 'Turtles' hikes presently popular in 
the mid-state area. ‘Turtles' hikes are geared 
to families with young children and are less 
than five miles, involve less than 500 feet of 


Continued on page 3 


Volume $ 2 , Number 3 Page Z 


Millington Section - Cxreen Mountain Club 


Pecember tiii 


Klllington Section Directors, 
including Officers 

Year in parenthesis indicates end of three year term. 

President: 

Herbert G. Ogden 
20 Birch wood Ave., 

Rutland VT. 05701 


Tel. 775-1350 eves. 

9/19-30/98 

43 

10/98 

33 

775-3368 workdays 

11/98 

23 

12/98 

12 

E-mail lco@together.net (1999) 

1/99 

6 

2/99 

45 


3/99 

22 

4/99 

13 

Vice-President: 

5/99 

32 

6/1-16/99 

32 

Robert Perkins 

Total 261 





6 Rachel Dr.. 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2001) 

Sec retan: 

Jacob R. Sherman 
48 Morse Place. 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2001) 

Treasurer: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
883 U S. Rl. 4 East 
Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-6997 

E-mail ral373juno.com (2000) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2001) 

Raymond Catozzi ( 1 999) 

Ruth Gibbud (1999) 

Linda Smith (2000) 

Connie Youngstrom (2001) 

Klllington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
sec above info (2000) 

Alternate: 

Connie Youngstrom 
( 2000 ) 


Smoke & Blazes Editor: 

Kim Jackson 
PO Box 346 

Bridgewater Corners. VT 05035 

(802)672-3157 

Email: kapr@\ ermontel . com 


Pico Camp Register - 
September 19, 1998 - June 16, 1999 


Below is a summary of the Pico Camp use from September 19. 1998 through June 16, 
1999. Bear in mind plenty of hikers do not sign in, and some do not indicate they are 
only one of a large party. 


Most hikers did not say where they lived, but Argentina. Germany, and the Netherlands 
were included AT and LT end-to-enders apparently signed in more regularly than those 
hiking a shorter distance.Commcnts (v erbatim: include all mention of conditions at any 
shelter and background of writer, if apparent) 


10/5/98 

10/7/98 

10/26/98 

5/1 1/99 

5/11/99 

5/19/99 

5/20/99 

5/29/99 

6/6/99 

6/13/99 

6/16/99 


Warmer than expected night. All new shelters should be enclosed 
AT '96. LT '98. 

Cooper Lodge sucked. LT end to ender. 

Here for the night. Cooper Lodge sucks. Headed to Burlington 
What a great cabin this is. by far the best yet. AT M A-ME 
Great cabin. AT hiker from PA. 

I feel as if the shelter may tumble down the mountain at any second 
This fine little cabin Canada. 

Glad to sec Pico Camp is still on the trail. It was a welcome sight 
What a great place to stay. 

Pico's a great old camp 

Feel sorry for the folks up at Cooper vv/ no windows LT end to ender 

Compiled by Herb Ogden, Millington Section GMC, July 1999. 


From The Field 

EXPLORING LOWELL LAKE 
August, 29, 1999 
hv Ruth Gibhud 

Five canoers traveled to Londonderry 
to explore one of the prettiest lakes 
around on August 29th. With its multiple 
coves and four islands, there was lots to 
see. We found blossoming pitcher plants 
in the bog and got fairly close to w hat we 
determined, bv consensus, was a cor- 
morant We saw a beaver lodge and sev - 
eral stashes of food awaiting the winter. 
Although the lake level was quite low, vve 
had an enjoyable day, quitting the water 
and loading our craft before the winds 
came up and the rain came down. 

ROBERT FROST MT., R1PTON, VT 
October 16, 1999 

by Helen & Greg Crawford 

Someone on today 's hike organized a 
beautiful, warm, sunny October dav for 


us. The trip leaders can't take credit Sev - 
enteen of us. including six from the Bread 
Loaf section and five from the Rutland 
area, charged into the woods on a snow- 
mobile trail from the Ripton-Lincoln 
Road The trail led to the peak of Robert 
Frost Mountain. There was no snow or 
snowmobiles to get in the way. But mud 
boots proved useful. 

At the peak we met George Smith 
and his wife from White River Jet. George 
had called to go on our trip. But some- 
how. we missed connections Being re- 
sourceful. the Smiths climbed on their 
own. 

We stopped at a viewpoint facing 
cast, a short distance below the summit 
for lunch and relaxation I'm sure Sue 
Thomas' photos will show just how re- 
laxed vve got. and w hat a good view we 
had of Bread Loaf Mountain and the sur- 
rounding Greens. 
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Killington Section, 

CMC Director's Meeting, from page 1 


On the matter of adopters, the only ones 
presently working in the section are Ruth und 
Sandy Lamb of the Lake George area who are 
taking care of Cooper Lodge. It was felt that if 
Waterbury would have the adopters work di- 
rectly through the section rather than the main 
club, the section would be much more recep- 
tive to the idea. 

Finally, it was felt that follow-up letters 
for membership should be sent to all who 
come on hikes and sign the hike register. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 P.M. 
as the clamor or eager potluckers and the 
aroma of a variety of home-cooked dishes fo- 
cused all further attention on the food and pro- 
gram portion of the evening. In all, about 35 
individuals participated. 

PROGRAM — A very interesting slide 
talk was presented by Ruth Mary Cooper 
Lamb who as mentioned above, with her hus- 
band Sandy has adopted Cooper Lodge, the log 
camp high on the w est side of Killington Peak 
This structure has been much abused by skiing 
parlies and others over the past few decades 
and has required a great amount of w ork and 
attention to keep it serviceable so the efforts of 
the Lambs are much appreciated. Cooper 
Lodge was named alter Ruth's uncle Edward 
Cooper, w ho w as president of the Green 
Mountain Club in the 1920s and instrumental 
in the establishment of the Long Trail. 

Ruth's talk focused mainly on her aunt 
Mary Cooper Back who wore many hats dur- 
ing her 86 y ears including girlhood years in 
Vermont (during which she hiked the LT from 
Sherburne Pass up to Warren solo), art school 
in Chicago, and marriage to a Wyoming artist- 
cowboy with whom she settled in that state's 
Wind River Valley in 1935 Ruth has chroni- 
cled her aunt's struggles and passion for life in 
a memoir based on her letters and journals 
entitled ‘Mary's Way.’ The program was thor- 
oughly enjoyed by all. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jake Sherman 
Secretary 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE OF 
SMOKE & BLAZES IS 
FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2000 

You can send your stories handwritten, 
typewritten, on disk, or via email to 

Kim Jackson. PO Box 346, 
Bridgewater Corners, VT 05035 
P 802-672-3157 
Email: kapr@vermontel net 
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Badger, Robert L 

16 Grant St 

Potsdam NY 13676 

Bailz. Scott 

Box 564 

Ludlow, VT 05149 

Bebee, Vivian L Walter 

1 4 Belmont Av 

Rutland VT 0570 1-3322 

Bickford. Channing 

1 6 Birchw ood Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Bouttvell. Rev Mrs Robl 

690 Town Line Rd 

Rutland, VT 0570 1-9.342 

Bushev , Philip J Jr 

POBox 156 

E Wallingford. \T 05742 

Cartier, Karen W 

63 Evergreen Ave 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Catozzi. Raymond 

103 Bellevue Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Charland, Rachael W 

4 1 4 Chestnut St Apt 1 005 

Springfield, MA01 104-3440 

Conlon, George 

299 Sunset Dr 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Darrow, Dr Robert 

19 Cream Hill Rd 

Mendon, VT 05701 

Davidson, Kit 

321 St John Rd 

Castleton. VT 05735 

Davies. Jean 

Box 37 

Pittsford \T 05763 

Deinzer, Walter 

9 Tenney Brook Ct 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Devcreux, Charlene 

2 Orion Av 

Ludlow. VT 05 149 

Dicton Sr, Joseph 

2728 US Route 7 

N. Rutland, VT 05701 

Donahue, Bemord G 

50 Edgerton St 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Flynn, Michael T Gauthier 

POBox 47 

Gaysville. VT 05746 

Gallagher. Peter B Yon 

2637 E Pittsford Rd 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Ciihbud. Ruth 

69 Temple St 

Rutland. VT 05701-3527 

Ginsberg. Frances 

155 Highland Rd 

Rye, NY 10580 

Green, Donald 

34 Chasanna Dr 

Rutland, VT 

Hawley, Ira Lorraine 

819 US RT4E 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Henkel, Margaret 

RR 1, Box 264 

Shrewsbury, VT 05738 

Hillier. Steven 

PO Box 299 

Stockbridge, VT 

Hooker, Geo, Cheryl & TJ 

1 1 Royce St 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Jackson. SteveKim 

PO Box 346 

Bridgewater Cnrs, VT 05035 

Johnson. Willard 

2393 Flag RD 

Abilene, KS 67410-6949 

Lamb. Ruth Sandy 

POBox 1395 

Bolton Unding NY 12814-0127 

Little. John J 

POBox 292 

Killington. VT 0575 1-0292 

Malkus. Sam 

31 Williams St 

Proctor, VT 05765 

Martin. David S 

IP. A 41 1 LaFayette St. 303 

NY, NY 10003 

Martin. John Janet 

47 1 Perkins Road 

Rutland Town, VT 0570 1 -46 1 4 

Mathewson. Jon Kimberly 

POBox 1262 

Middletown Springs, VT 05757 

Mathis. Dave 

260 Lincoln Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Mattcson. Richard E 

POBox 760 

Killington. VT 0575 1-0760 

McGill. Chuck Charlene 

33 Greenwood Ln 

Wcstfbrd, VT 05494 

McGowan, Sandi 

PO Box 694 

Killington. VT 05751 

Nelson Cara Jonathan 

POBox 224 

Williston. VT 05495 

Ogden Jr, Herbert Hannah 

20 Birchwood Ave 

Rutland, VT 05701-3605 

Parker, Gerald 

Rl 1. Box 586 

Cuttingsville. VT 05738 

Partalis. Catherine 

POBox 652 

Rutland. VT 05701-6052 

Perkins, Robert Thelma 

6 Rachael Drive 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Pcttrone, Mark 

86 Mt View Dr 

Averill Park, NY 12018 

Phillips. DonDiane 

RD 1, Box 203 

Cuttingsville. VT 05738 

Pranger. Pat 

RR 2. Box 192C 

Wallingford, VT 05773-9718 

Preiser. John 

6 North St. Apt 5 

Rutland. VT 

Pulcer. Ronald Sarah 

317 Countryside Dr 

Rutland Town, VT 05701-9315 

Pulling. Roma'Al 

883 US Rt 4 E 

Rutland, VT 05701-9038 

Quigg Peter 

Currier Rd. Box 62 

Killington. VT 05751 

Reynolds. George 

POBox 83 

Springfield, VT 05 1 56-0083 

Robichaud. William T 

POBox 457 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Rogers, Wally 

RR 2, Box 5370 

Castleton, VT 05735 

Romeo, F John 

121 Ellison's Lake Rd 

Ludlow, VT 05149 

Russell. Ellen B 

6 Heritage Hill 

Rutland. VT 0570 1-24 15 

Scott, Churchill 

RR 3. Box 4869 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Sheldon. Marilyn 

1 1 1 8 W Tinmouth Rd 

W Rutland. VT 05777 

Sherman Jacob R 

48 Morse Place 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Sibley, Joan 

RED, Box 132 

Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Smith, Jesse 

RR 3, Box 4496 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Smith, Phil Linda 

9- A Capitol Hill 

Fair Haven, VT 05743 

Suddarth. John Lindsey 

3 Meadow View Dr 

Mendon. VT 05701 

Thomas. Catherine 

20 Birchwood Ave. 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Trubisz. Jeffrey 

3 Settlers Way 

Salem, MA 01970 

Tufano. Albert L 

RR 1, Box 1025 

Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Walczykowski. Jane 

PO Box 302 

Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Waldhauer, Carolyn 

1072 Bi.xby RD 

Ludlow. VT 05 149-9773 

Wright, David P 

POBox 1001 

Middletown Springs, VT 05757 

Wood. David 

160 Allen St. 

Rutland. VT 

Youngstrom. Connie Mark 

1608 Lottery Rd 

Shrewsbury . VT 05738 

Zardus. Joan 

8 Barbara Dr 

Ameshury, MA 

Zeh. Stuart V Backaitis 

4 1 Vreeland Ave 

Totowa, NJ 07512 

Zizis, Maryellen 

122 Nichols St 

Wilmington, MAO 1887 
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Killington Section Green Mountain Club • Outing Schedule Winter 1999/2000 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown Participants should bring lunch unless noted 
Non-members are welcome! Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader 
Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader 
Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Sat. December 4 - SNAKE MOUNTAIN 9a.m. Sue Thomas, 773-2185. 

4 miles round trip, weather depending. 

Sat. December 11 - BRIDGEWATER HOLLOW TO THE LOOKOUT 9 a m. Herb Ogden. 775-1350. 

From Bridgewater Hollow, we will climb to the Appalachian Trail north of the Pinnacle on an old road that passes 
the remote Bridgewater Hollow Cemetery and the more remote site of a large farm. We will follow the AT from 
the Lookout Farm Road to the Lookout, which has a wonderful panorama. We'll continue west on the AT to an 
old highway leading from Barnard back to Bridgewater Hollow, past the remains of more farms that disappeared 
about a hundred years ago. 5.5 mi. moderate, with about 1000' vertical climb. Return around 4 p.m. 

Sat. January 8 - QUARTERLINE ROAD HIKE Roma and Al Pulling, 773-6997. 

1p.m. Easy to moderate, 3 miles. 

Sat. January 15 - SHREWSBURY PEAK SKI AND SNOWSHOE 10 a m. Connie & Mark Youngstrom, 492-3502. 
Snow conditions permitting we will cross country ski along snowmobile trails to where the Shrewsbury Peak hik- 
ing trail crosses. From there we will stash our skis and hike the rest of the way to the summit on snowshoes. 
Ought to be fun if the snow is fine. Difficult, about 6 miles round trip. Call for details. 

Sat January 22 - AIKEN STATE FOREST WINTER TREE IDENTIFICATION 10 a m. Gary Salmon, 492-3315. 
Learn the winter trees by bark and bud with the expert. This will be a snowshoe or ski event depending on 
weather conditions. Please call for details. Easy. 1-2 miles. 

Sat. February 5 - GOVERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER AND BEYOND, in Shrewsbury. 10 a.m.; return about 
2:30 p.m, Depending on snow cover, we'll ski, snowshoe, or walk from the Upper Cold River Rd. up the Gov. 
Clement Rd. to this historic stone shelter, the Long Trail’s oldest. Any skiers, at least, may want to continue up 
to the Sargent Brook crossing before turning back. There will also be a visit to the long abandoned farm north of 
the shelter, and probably a fire in the shelter’s inside Fireplace for lunch. 3 mi. Easy, expandable to about 4 mi. 
Moderate. 

Sat February 12 - MERCK FOREST 10 a.m. Gretchen Crowley 483-9448. 

Ski, snowshoe, or hike depending on the weather. Please call for more information. 

Sat. February 19 - OLD TURNPIKE ROAD SNOWSHOE HIKE 9 a.m. Sue Thomas, 773-2185. 

We will hike from the Old Turnpike Road to the Long Trail. 

Sun. February 27 - MYSTERY SNOWSHOE HIKE 10a.m. Gretchen Crowley. Please call for info. 

Sat. March 11 - CHILDREN’S ADVENTURE SERIES 1p.m. Jerry Parker, 775-6208. 

1-3 miles, Easy. Great time for kids! 


WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? Our next schedule will include mid-March through mid-June. Please call Connie 
Youngstrom, 492-3502 or Sue Thomas 773-2185 by March 1 to guarantee a spot on our schedule. 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand 
that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership 
card. Dues help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and 
throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

DUES NAME: 

Individual S 27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

Family $ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* ADDRESS: 

Individual Lifetime $500 (entirely tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (entirely tax-deductible) 

* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 

or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. TELEPHONE: 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C., the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Mt. Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club. Inc. 

I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail work, 

shelter work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

1/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting the 

Killington Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US Route 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701-9038 


(11864) 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Drive 

Rutland, VT 05701-3772 



Printed on recycled paper. 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
Director’s Meeting, February 2, 2000 


The meeting was held Wednesday. 
Feb 2. 2000 at 7:30 p m. at the home of 
Herb Ogden in Rutland Present were 
Herb Ogden, president. Bob Perkins, 
vice-president and "historian " Al 
Pulling, treasurer and GMC director. 
Directors Bill Robichaud and Connie 
Youngslrom. and Secretary Jake Sher- 
man 

SECRETARY’S MINUTES - The 
minutes of the Nov 20. 1999 meeting 
were passed unanimously without addi- 
tions or corrections 

TREASURER’S REPORT - The sec- 
tion as of Feb I had $1,091.77 in its 
I checking account and $1,346.22 in the 
sa\ings account. We owe $185 to the 
main club as their share of dues Cur- 
rently there arc 19 family memberships. 
14 life memberships, and 43 individual 
members. Kirk Fund interest for the year 
w as $649.32. Starting next year on a 
onc-ycar trial basis the GMC will refund 
the sections 25% of dues instead of the 
current 20% 

MEMBERSHIP FORM - The main 
club has drawn up a section membership 
renewal reminder form which w ill go out 
under the signature of Herb Ogden Herb 
suggested a number of changes including 
an indication of how much of dues is 
tax-deductible. This year the reminder 
letters will go out only to those who 
haven’t renewed but next year they w ill 
be sent to everybody. Dues may be sent 
directly to Waterbury or to section trea- 
surer Al Pulling When dues arc sent to 
the main club, our portion has been re- 
ceived promptly A suggestion was made 
that life members could be asked for an 
additional contribution or to volunteer 


for particular activities. A short note in 
Smoke &■ Blazes could accomplish this. 

HISTORIAN - We arc planning to co- 
operate with the Burlington Section in 
adding a section on archives to the pro- 
posed Section Leaders' Handbook Bob 
Perkins will be getting in touch with the 
Burlington Section historian. Dot Myers, 
on this. At present there is great inconsis- 
tency among sections in the thoroughness 
with which minutes and other records arc 
kept. Herb suggested that the proposed 
handbook should be rev iewed by al least 
one person from each section It is un- 
clear at just what stage this handbook is 
at. Meanwhile, a new Long Trail guide- 
book is slated to be published this year 
This is most welcome since there hav e 
been so many relocations including mam 
in the Killington Section 

SMOKE A BLAZES - Hike leaders arc 
again reminded to submit reports in a 
timely manner to editor Kim Jackson 
They're best done while the event is still 
fresh. Connie agreed to call procrastinat- 
ing hike leaders 

OUTINGS -- Connie suggested it would 
be a nice idea to send hike leaders a post- 
card of thanks which at the same time 
could serve as a reminder of the hike re- 
port. We just happen to hav e a large sup- 
ply of section postcards Meanw hile. 

Jake offered to draft a letter which would 
be sent to non-members who go on hikes 
w ith the club inviting them to join 

As a solution to the problem of getting 
the hike register from the last leader to 
the next. Herb offered to keep the regis- 
ter in box outside lus office where it 
could be conveniently picked up The 


Killington Section 
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, March 25 

Potluck at 5:30 p.m,, 
Business meeting at 7 p.m., 
and short program on hiking in the 
Sierras by Bob Perkins following. 

Fellowship Hall (downstairs) of the 
Unitarian-Universalist Church, 

117 We st St., Rutland 


office at 92 Center Street is about a 
block away from Kollonski Fire Station 
He would sec that accompany mg it 
would be hike schedules for distribution 

We've had bad luck with the weather on 
recent outings. Both Gary Salmon's and 
Connie's hikes were on bitterly cold days 
and no one show ed up 

GMC DIRECTOR'S REPORT ~ Al 

Pulling reported on a recent GMC meet- 
ing in Waterbury at which some new and 
probably controv ersial proposals were 
put forward The first was a proposal 
that the GMC become involved in over- 
seeing the recreational use of the so- 
called "Champion lands." These arc 
large tracts of land primarily in the 
northeastern part of the state which w ere 
recently acquired by the state from the 
Champion Lumber Co. On the face of it 
this activ ity seemed to have little connec- 
tion with the Long Trail or its side trails. 
The board after much discussion passed 
a motion instructing our Director to ex- 
press serious concern about any GMC 
involvement in the Champion lands un- 
less it can be shown that this w ill con- 
tribute to the objectiv es of the club 

Continued on patfe 3 
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Trails and Shelters Committee Needs Workers 


The story of the Green Mountain Club is the story of volunteers w ho conceived, built and 
maintained the Long Trail. It is essential for the future success of the Club that volunteers continue 
to play a major role A major function of the Killington Section is to provide an opportunity for 
members to do just that. 

Each year we list a few “work parties" in the outing schedule. We are finding, however, that 
we are unable to know, several months in advance, when, where, and what work will be needed 
Therefore, we re hoping that several members w ill volunteer to join the Trails and Shelters Com- 
mittee. 

Membership on the Trails and Shelters Committee does not constitute a commitment to any 
specific trail work It simply means that you would like to be notified and invited to participate in 
any 'work parties" that are needed in addition to those listed in the schedule. Trails and Shelters 
work is at times strenuous, but it also includes tasks appropriate for any member such as trimming 
brush, painting blazes, or even just walking over a short section of trail to report its condition 

The moral and financial support of every member is truly appreciated but if you would enjoy 
making a hands-on contribution to the '‘oldest long-distance hiking trail in the country" please join 
the Trails and Shelters Committee by giving me a call 

Bob Perkins, (802) 773-0184 
Co-chair, Trails and Shelters 


Killington Section Directors, 
including Officers 

Year in parenthesis indicates end of three s ear term. 

President: 

Herbert G Ogden 
20 Birclnvood Ave. 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-1350 eves. 

775-3.368 workdays 

E-mail IcoW togcthcr.net (1999) 

Vice-President: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr.. 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2001) 

Secretary: 

Jacob R Sherman 
48 Morse Place. 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2001) 

Treasurer: 

Alfred L Pulling 
883 U S Rt 4 East 
Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel 773-6997 

E-mail ra 1 37 ci juno com (2000) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr. 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2001) 

Raymond Cato/./.i (1999) 

RuthGibbud (1999) 

Linda Smith (2000) 

Connie Voungstroin (2001) 

Killington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Alfred L Pulling 
see above info (2000) 

Alternate: 

Connie Youngstroin 
( 2000 ) 


Smoke & Blazes Editor: 

Kim Jackson 
PO Box 346 

Bridgewater Comers. VT 05035 

(802)672-3157 

Email: kapriff vcrmontel.com 


From The Field 

QUARTERLINE ROAD. 

RUTLAND TOWN 
January 8, 2000 

By Roma Pulling 

A winter hike leader faces a lot of uncer- 
tainty. Weather conditions on the day of the 
hike can range from freezing rain to gale force 
winds to below -zero temperatures But we 
encountered none of that January 8 turned out 
to be mostly sunny with mild temperatures 
That was partly responsible for the fact that 
there were 14 of us on the hike, and being an 
afternoon hike was another factor. 

Quarterline Road was a popular winter 
hike destination in the early days because it 
wasn't maintained for vehicular traffic Now 
we find it plowed and sanded but with little 
traffic und still provides a pleasant outing. 

One of the most rewarding parts of the hike 
comes at the beginning, when there is a great 
view of the Green Mountain range. At 2:30 
p.m. we turned back toward our cars because 
some of our hikers had commitments later in 
the afternoon 

Burlington Free Press 
Celebrates the GMC’s 
90th Birthday 

The Burlington Free Press has invited 
readers to send in their favorite memories of 
hiking the Long Trail The best submissions 
will be printed as part of "90 Tales from the 
Long Trail." Mail entries to Long Trail Memo- 
ries, 191 College Street, Burlington. Vermont 
05401; email, bfreepress <7 aol.com. or fax: 
(802) 660-1802. We encourage all to send in 
their stories and memories 


In Memory Of 
Merritt Thomas 

Our thoughts are w ith KS Life Member 
Catherine Thomas on the loss of her father, 
Merritt I. Thomas, on Junuary 1 9 Merritt was 
73-years-old and had been in fragile health for 
some time 

Mr. Thomas was a graduate of Rutland 
High School and was part owner of Thomas 
Dairy in Rutland Town. He was a Vermont 
Slate Representative, a director of the First 
Vermont Bank and a trustee for the Vermont 
State Fair. 

He is survived by his wife. Natalie 
Thomas, six daughters, a son. and two broth- 1 
ers ITtree brothers predeceased him Cathy is | 
married to KS president, Herb Ogden 

National Trails Day: 
Saturday, June 3, 2000 

It's a great day to give back to the trails 
y ou love year 'round! if y ou are looking for a 
complete listing of National Trails Day events 
in Vermont, contact Karen Sharpwolf at 
(802) 244-7037 ext 23 or after May 1 

GMC Annual 
Meeting Weekend: 

June 9 - 11, 2000 

Inn at the Lon” Trail, Sherburne, Vt. 

I losted by the Otlauqucchec Section, this 
year's GMC Annual Meeting is right in our 
own backyard, providing us a great opportu- 
nity to learn about the entire club. Details and 
registration forms can be found in the spring 
2000 Long Trail Sews or bv contacting the 
GMC at (802) 244-7037 or’ 
gmcSgreenmountainclub.org. 


March 2000 
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Killington Section, 

GMC Director's Meeting, from page 1 


It was suggested that the state forest and 
parks department w ould be the proper 
agency for such oversight. 


Another proposal w as for the GMC to 
purchase a bed & breakfast across the 
highway from its headquarters for conver- 
sion into office space. The price would be 
$275,000. The GMC is considering this 
move because it has been unable to reach 
a satisfactory agreement on price w ith the 
landowner on its (western) side of Rtc. 

100 where it had hoped to purchase 40 or 
so acres for expansion and protection The 
B&B would cost money to renov ate and 
in addition lacks sufficient sewerage ca- 
pacity for projected use by the GMC. 


After much discussion, the board passed 
unanimously a motion expressing concern 
about these plans and that based on the 
information available it would seem the 
club would be better off pay ing a higher 
price on the western side to get what it 
really wants rather than get involved in a 
complex and potentially risky venture 
with the B&B property The next GMC 
meeting w ill be in March in Middlcbury. 


GOV ERNOR CLEMENT SHELTER 

— Several suggestions were made for 
dealing with vehicular access to the shel- 
ter with its potential for serious vandalism 
which has occurred in the past. It was 
agreed the best approach was for a gate to 
be installed just after the second bridge 
and no parking lot. This proposal w ill first 
be taken to landowners who own camps in 
the vicinity as well as the Shrewsbury 
Snowbirds, the local snowmobiling club. 

If they approv e, the next step w ould be to 
approach the Shrewsbury selectmen 
which would be done by Connie, a 
Shrewsbury resident, and a GMC repre- 
sentative. 


SHERBURNE PASS TRAIL - A deci- 
sion w as made to extend the name Sher- 
burne Pass Trail to cov er that portion 
from U S. 4 north to the former Maine 
Junction It was felt this would provide 
the most logic and clarity for hikers. Ear- 
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Welcome New Members to the 

Killington Section Since December 1999 


Hogenkantp. William & Joan 
Kellogg. Daniel & Miranda 
Morcton. Kelly & Bruce 
Pilcher. Paul 
Soutlnvorth. Ann 


POBox 262 
3 1 High St 
POBox 374 
22 Gibbs St 


Rutland. VT 05702 
Proctor. VT 05765 
Cuttingsv illc. VT 05738 
Proctor. VT 05765 


19 Town Line Rd Rutland. VT 05701-9707 
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licr the board had endorsed the name for 
that portion of the old LT between Sher- 
burne Pass and Pico Camp Also dis- 
cussed was whether the section would 
w ant to take on the maintenance of this 
mile-long stretch of trail north of the 
pass. The Otlauquechcc Section conics 
up to Maine Junction but not to the high- 
way This may be brought up at the an- 
nual meeting 

RTE. 4 LT/AT T RAILHEAD - The 

main club has come up with a proposed 
parking lot for the new trailhead of the 
LT/AT where it crosses Rtc. 4 The 
parking lot would be directly opposite the 
entrance to the Fox Hollow condomini- 
ums and would be quite si/cablc with 
space for what appears to be at least 20 
vehicles. The plans were prepared by 
Enman Engineering. There is some park- 
ing there right now but it is not well 
maintained particularly in winter Plowed 
snow presently blocks the entrance. 

ANNUAL MEETING - The annual 
meeting has been scheduled for Saturday . 
March 25 at 5:30 p.m. in the basement of 
the Unitarian Universalist Church. Rut- 
land There will be a politick supper fol- 
lowed by a business meeting at 7 p.m. 
and then a slide show of the High Sierras 
presented by Bob Perkins Killington 
Section memorabilia will be on exhibit 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Jake Sherman. Secretary 


DEADLINE 
FOD NEXT 
ISSDE OF 

SMOKE & 
BLAZES 

IS 

THURSDAY, 
IUNE15, 2000 

You can send your stories 
handwritten, typewritten, 
on disk, or via email to: 

Kim Jackson. 

PO Box 346, 
Bridgewater Corners, 
VT 05035 
P 802-672-3157 
Email: 

kapr@vermontel.net 
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Killington Section Green Mountain Club - Outing Schedule Spring 2000 


Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown Participants should bring lunch unless noted 
Non-members are welcome! Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader 
Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. 
Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense 


Saturday. March 11 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES - 1 p m. Jerry Parker, 747-4439, 1-3 miles, Easy. Great time for kids' 

Saturday. March 18 - AIKEN STATE FOREST LATE WINTER TREE IDENTIFICATION - 10 a m Gary Salmon 492-3315 Learn the 
winter trees by bark and bud with the expert This will be a snowshoe or walk depending on the weather conditions. Call for details Easy, 
1-2 miles 


Saturday, March 25 - KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING - 5:30 p m dinner ,7pm brief meeting See front page of newslet- 
ter 

Sunday, April 2 - MOOSALAMOO MTN HIKE - Gordon and Helen Cawood, 352-4310 A joint hike with Breadloaf Section 5 miles 
Please call for details. 

Saturday, April 8 - DORSET TO DANBY HIKE - 9 a m Sue Thomas, 773-2185 Via an old forest road, we will traverse a ridge where we'll 
pass a natural rock bridge and explore a marble quarry. 4-5 miles, easy to moderate 

Sunday, April 16 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES - 1 p m Jerry Parker, 747-4439 Look for signs of spring on this easy family hike 

Saturday, April 22 - EARTH DAY HAYSTACK MOUNTAIN IN PAWLET 9 a m Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 . We'll travel to Pawlet 
and hike the trails, do some birding and botanizing, too 

Saturday, April 29 - MYSTERY HIKE -10am Gretchen Crowley, 483-9448 Please call for details 

Saturday. May 6 - HAYSTACK MOUNTAIN -9am Connie Youngstrom 492-3502 We'll travel to Pawlet and hike the trails, do some 
birding and botanizing, too 

Saturday May 6 - 8TH ANNUAL MARSH CL EANUP - 9 a m West Rutland Town Hall Join the Rutland County Audubcn Society in 
helping preserve this important local wetland and observe marsh dwelling birds at the same time More information David McDevitt 
438-2381 

Saturday, May 13 - PERU PEAK WILDERNESS HIKE - 8 30 a m Lynn Pilcher, 492-2401 Mileage 12 1 miles, Difficult 

Saturday, May 20 - SPRING WILDFLOWER HIKE -10am Sue Thomas, 773-2185 Location to be determined You may need your bug 
dope for this one! 

Sunday, May 21 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES -1pm Jerry Parker, 747-4439 Fun for the kids Easy 1-3 miles 

Saturday, May 27 - LOW ELEVATION WALK THROUGH -9am Bill Robichaud, 775-2567 Trail inspection & maintenance of Walling- 
ford Gulf Road (Route 140) and Gov, Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury. Moderate Sturdy shoes, gloves, & a light lunch. Tools provided 

Sunday, May 28 - GRANDPA'S KNOB HIKE - 9 30 a m. Roma & Al Pulling 773-6997. Views of Hubbardton 3 miles, moderate 

Saturday, June 3 - NATIONAL TRAILS DAY HIGH ELEVATION WALK-THROUGH -9am Bill Robichaud, 775-2567. Celebrate Na- 
tional Trails Day by joining us in inspecting and maintaining our trails between Gov Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury and Route 4 in Men- 
don. Moderate to Strenuous Bring sturdy shoes, work gloves and a light lunch Tools provided 

Sunday, June 4 - CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES - 1 p m Jerry Parker, 747-4439 Easy, 1-3 miles 

Friday, June 9 - Sunday, June 11 - GMC ANNUAL MEETING WEEKEND See article for more information 


Saturday, June 17 - BIKE TRIP - 9 a m. Sandy McGowan, 775-8841 Moderate to difficult Location to be determined, call for more detail 

Saturday, June 24 - BRIDGEWATER HOLLOW HIKE -9am Herb Ogden, 775-1350 From Bridgewater Hollow, we will climb the Ap- 
palachian Trail north of the Pinnacle on an old road that passes the remote Bridgewater Hollow Cemetery and the more remote site of a 
large farm We will follow the AT from the Lookout Farm Road to the Lookout, which has a wonderful panorama We'll continue west on 
the AT to an old highway leading from Barnard back to Bridgewater Hollow, past the remains of more farms that disappeared about 100 
years ago 5.5 miles, moderate, with about 1000' vertical climb Return around 4 p m. 

WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? Our next schedule will include mid-June through mid-August Please call Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 or 
Sue Thomas 773-2185 by June 15 to guarantee a spot on our schedule 
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Long Trail’s New Trailhead at Route 4 


The Long Trail has a new trail head on 
Route 4, just West of Pico and right across the 
street from the Fox Hollow Condominiums 
This spot is currently an open area, a sort 
of pull off. The appearance of the site dates 
back to the mid 1 950s. Most people probably 
know that Route 4 used to be more w indv than 
it is now. When the highway was straightened 
the property of the abandoned right of way 
usually reverted to whoever the neighboring 
land owner was However, at the spot that is 
now the trailhead the state retained ownership 
of the sliver of land between the highway and 
the brook that parallels it 

Fast forward to the year 2000 - since the 
slate retained ownership, the land is available 
to use as a public parking lot and trail head 
Over the past couple of years w e have 
focused our energy on building the new route 
of the Long Trail around the w est side of Pico 
Now that this trail is open, we are turning our 
attention to improving the trailhead 

Eventually we would like to have a safe, 
solid, constructed parking lot at the site The 
current site is OK as a temporary parking area 
- but it's not a long term solution The ground 
is rough, gets muddy, und runoff from Route 4 
tends to make gullies there In addition, as 
everyone knows - cars on Route 4 drive pretty 
fast - so in the long run we should have a regu- 
lar driveway entrance to the parking so that 
folks can safely pull on und off Route 4 

In 1999 the Green Mountain Club got a 
small grant front the National Park Service to 
hire an engineer to design a parking lot The 
gist of the design is a gravel lot that will take 
up uhout half of the current open area near the 
trail head (That would make it big enough to 
accommodate a similar number of cars as the 
parking lot at the top of Sherburne Pass ) The 
lot w ould be in the East half of the current 
open urea. away from the route of the hiking 
trail. (People who are walking through will 
not have to walk through the parking lot. ) It 
will have a paved entrance that w ill be directly 
opposite the drive way for the Fox Hollow 


Condominiums (AOT says that driveways 
should be directly opposite each other - it is 
safer and also makes it easier to put in traffic 
controls like turning lanes if needed in the 
future.) 

We've shown this parking lot plan to 
some contractors in the Rutland area, and it 
looks like the parking lot would cost around 
$40,000 to build. That means it may be a 
while before it gets built. There is some led- 
erul highway money set aside for projects like 
this, and we’re actively putting the GMC's 
name in to be considered for that money. 

In the meantime it would be great if folks 
kept an eye on how the current “unimproved” 
parking area is doing - and spoke up with any 
simple things we could do to make it work 
better 

In anticipation of eventually having 
money lor construction, we are going ahead 
and getting the permits we will need. AOT 
issued u permit last fall. The Town of Mendon 
Planning Commission will review the plans at 
an upcoming meeting. 

In the Fall of 1999 the Mendon Planning 
Commission asked that the project include a 
"landscaping plan ." This is a really good idea 
The goal of the "landscaping" w ould be to 
revegetate or reclaim the disturbed area 
around the parking lot. In the end it would 
look like the woods (and the edge of the 
woods) - not like a vacant lot with a parking in 
the middle. 

If folks have ideas about how this trail- 
head and parking area should look, are inter- 
ested in helping with planning or planting the 
landscaping, or want to know more about this 
project - just call Greg Western at the GMC 
office 244-7037 ext IS 
(greg ti greenmountainclub.org) 

Also, it would be great if anybody who 
lives m Mendon. particularly, would like to 
look over the trailhead plan before it is pre- 
sented to the town planning commission - and/ 
or could come to the planning commission 
meeting and help present the plan 


Is Your Membership Up for Renewal? 

The Killinglon Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. Could the next issue of Smoke A 
Hluzes be vour last because you have not paid your dues for 2000? If your mailing label on this 
issue of Smoke anil Blazes has a red check mark, it means (hat you have not paid your dues. 




Please send S27 (for individual) or S35 (for family) to: 

Killinglon Section, GMC 
Allred Pulling. Treasurer 
883 US Route 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701-9038 




I , 


There also is a membership application at the end of this newsletter 
This includes membership in both the Killinglon Section and in the 
main Green Mountain Club 



A Preliminary Idea of 
What Planners Would 
Like the Parking Area 
to Look Like When 
Finished, and How 
You Can Be Involved 


Greg has provided us with some simple, 
rough ideas of how the parking lot might 
look when it is finished However, he is 
looking for input, especially from those who 
are members of the Section and have inter- 
est in gardening or landscaping, especially 
being involved in actually laying out the 
plants and work on the ground, when the 
time comes As more new s comes to us, 
we ll get it out to you Here are some pre- 
liminary ideas: 

For people driving by and for people who 
live across; the street: Between the park- 
ing lot and the road would be low plants 
and/or jumbled boulders This would visu- 
ally "break up" the view of the parking lot 

For hikers: 

• A clear path from the parking lot to the 
LT/AT. For example a gravel turnpike 
similar to that built just north of Route 
4 . 

• A clear route of the LT/AT for people 
hiking through (who are not going over 
to the parking lot at all) All reads in 
place metal highway signs and blaze 
posts. When landscaping is done the 
route of LT/AT south of the road could 
also be tumpiked to make it very clear. 

Fur the land: Aside from the area taken 
up by the parking lot itself, the land at the 
(railheads would be "reclaimed " There 
would be a healthy community of native 
plants behind the parking lot and away from 
the road 111 is would eventually just grow 
up and be 'the woods " 

For the GMC stuff and volunteer main- 
tainers: The landscaping would not re- 
quire unusual amounts of ongoing mainte- 
nance Tlie point of the landscaping w ould 
not be to have a "yard" or "garden" that 
w ould need regular care The 
"landscaping," as such, would be a one time 
effort to “recover" the disturbed land 
around the parking lot and at the trail head. 
Alter this initial effort the management 
needs would be the same as for any patch of 
natural ground near a road, near a parking 
lot, or at a trail head 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand 
that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly). Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly wdth schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters w ith caretakers, and a membership 
card. Dues help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and 
throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES 

Individual 

Family 

Individual Lifetime 
Family Lifetime 


S 27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

$ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* 
$500 (entirely tax-deductible) 
$750 (entirely tax-deductible) 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE: 


* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 
or whose income is unusually low, may deduct S7 from dues. 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C., the Killington Section retaias 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Mi. Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club, Inc. 


I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail work, 

shelter w-ork, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting the 

Killington Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US Route 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701-9038 



(11864) 

KOBERT & THELMA PERKINS 
6 RACHEL DRIVE 
RUTLAND VT 05701-3772 


Printed on recycled paper. 
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Killington Section Annual Meeting; March 25, 2000 
Unitarian Universalist Church, Rutland, Vt. 


The annual meeting of the Killington Sec- 
tion. Green Mountain Club, was held Sat- 
urday evening, March 25, in the basement 
of the Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Rutland following the traditional potluck 
supper. President Herb Ogden conducted 
the meeting. Special guest representing 
the GMC was Greg Western, assistant su- 
pervisor of field operations, who has been 
very involved the past couple of years di- 
recting trail relocations in the Killington 
Section. 

MINUTES - The secretary's minutes of 
the last annual meeting, April 24, 1999, 
were approved unanimously. They had 
previously appeared in Smoke & Blazes. 

TREASURE’S REPORT - Treasurer Al 
Pulling was unable to be present and sub- 
mitted a written report. In our regular 
funds we have a total of $3,428. 1 8 as of 
Dec. 31, 1999. This consists of $869.77 in 
the checking account, $ 1 .346.22 in the 
savings account, and $1,212.19 in a CD at 
Charter One Bank This represents a gain 
of $5 1 .79 over last year's balance. The 
balance in the Kirk Fund is $ 1 5,20 1 .40, a 
gain of $8 1 2. 1 7 over last year. Kirk Fund 
money is kept in three CDs at the Chitten- 
den Bank. Membership as of the end of 
'99 was 78. an official decrease of one 
from the previous year, but there have 
been several new members recently. The 
treasurer's report was unanimously ap- 
proved. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - 

Sherburne Pass Trail: Herb reported that 
section directors recommended the former 
Long Trail between Pico Camp and Maine 
Junction, north of Sherburne Pass, be re- 
named the Sherburne Pass Trail. The main 
club officially approved this new designa- 
tion at its latest meeting. 

Vehicles al Gov. Clement Shelter: The 
section is continuing to deal with the 


problem of full-sized vehicles getting into 
Gov. Clement Shelter and possibly being 
used for vandalism. Our present idea is to 
put a gate on that road by the upper bridge 
and not include a parking lot. The first 
step is to take this proposal to landowners 
in the vicinity for their approval. If this is 
obtained, we would then go to the Shrews- 
bury snowmobile club and to the town se- 
lect board. 

Road Widening at Brewer 's Corners: The 
Town of Mendon has proposed that 
Wheelerville Road be widened at Brewer's 
Comers to provide for parking. From that 
90 degree bend in the road the Bucklin 
Trail takes off for Killington Peak. The 
goal would be to create five or six parking 
spaces even in winter. Bill Robichaud ex- 
pressed concern that such widening would 
involve taking down trees and this would 
further open up the area to ATV four- 
wheelers. which have already wrecked wa- 
ter bars. Gary Salmon of the state forestry 
department has rounded up resources in- 
cluding funds to build ATV barriers on the 
Bucklin Trail, but it may not be possible to 
do much with the beginning part of the 
trail given its flat and open terrain. 

Work parties: Dates have been set for this 
year’s work parties. The “low-level walk- 
through" from Gulf Road to Gov. Clement 
Shelter will take place on May 27. One 
week later on June 3 will be the “high- 
level walkthrough" from Gov. Clement 
north to Rte. 4. With the GMC’s Annual 
Meeting taking place the following week- 
end at The Inn at Long Trail, it would be 
nice to have trails in the area including the 
Deer Leap Trail, in very good shape. Greg 
Western noted there may be a group of 
volunteers who’ve signed up through East- 
ern Mountain Sports in Manchester to sup- 
plement our own work parties for the June 
3 date. 



Ira Hawley, 84 

Our section has recently lost another of 
its most stalwart members. Ira Hawley, 
who was a Life Member, passed away 
June 19 at the age of 84. Until his health 
failed, he was one of the more popular 
hike leaders whose outings were always 
well prepared and accompanied by 
knowledgeable commentary. Ira’s daugh- 
ter Lorraine is also a Life Member and 
assists in distribution of Smoke & Blazes. 
His wife, Irene, who passed away in 
1996, was a member and enthusiastic 
hiker. Ira did many hours of work on the 
trails and shelters. He will be widely 
missed. 


Smoke & Blazes: Compliments were 
voiced on the professional look of Smoke 
& Blazes and the work of editor Kim Jack- 
son. Kim, who was unable to be present, 
has mentioned that the number of hike re- 
ports has been dwindling. It was urged that 
all hikes be written up whether by leaders 
or their designees. 

Continued on page 3 
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Killington Section Directors, 
Including Officers 

Year in parenthesis indicates end of three year term 

President: 

Herbert G. Ogden 
20 Birchwood Ave.. 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-1350 eves, 

775-3368 workdays 

E-mail lco@together.net (2003) 

Vice-President: 

Connie Youngstrom 
Box 1160 

Shrewsbury, VT 05738 (2003) 

Secretary: 

Jacob R. Sherman 
48 Morse Place, 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2004) 

Treasurer: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
883 U.S. Rt. 4 East 
Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-6997 

E-mail ral37@juno.com (2003) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2003) 

Raymond Catozzi (2003) 

Ruth Gibbud (2003) 

Gretchen Growley (2003) 

Sue Thomas (2003) 

Killington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
see above info (2003) 

Alternate: 

Connie Youngstrom 
(2003) 


Smoke & Blazes Editor: 

Kim Jackson 
PO Box 346 

Bridgewater Comers. VT 05035 

(802) 672-3157 

Email: kapr@vermontel.com 
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Ethan Allen to Bi rnt Mt. - Joint Hike 
with Killington and Bread Loaf Sections 
April 2, 2000 

By Gordon & Helen Cawood 

Five hikers embarked on today's expedition 
Several other callers were pul off by the forecast of 
rain in the afternoon, or chose not to go for other 
reasons We decided to take the shorter quick-exit 
route, and not go to the peak of Ml Moosalamoo 
We started at Branbury State Park campground, 
visited Ethan Allen cave and Pitch Pine point where 
we had limited views of Lake Dunmorc It started to 
rain while we were having lunch at Pat's Pad Our 
fastest exit was to Upper Plains Rd . where we left a 
car. saving Burnt Mt for another trip Thanks for 
coming, Tony Lahendro, and Barbara and Al Stiles 
We enjoyed your company 

Spring W alk Thri 
May 27 and June 3 

By Bob Perkins 

On May 27 and again on June 3 a small but 
dedicated group of members conducted our annual 
Spring Walk Thru This event is designed to inspect 
our trails and to perform light maintenance prior to 
the start of the summer hiking season We want to 
be sure the trails are ready for use. and we want to 
identify what additional work will be needed By 
working in teams of two or three and assigning a 
manageable piece of trail to each team we were able 
to cover most of our section of the Long/ Ap- 
palachian Trail and as well as the former Long Trail 
(now the Sherhumc Pass side trail) on Piro. 

In general we can report that our trails arc in 
quite good condition There arc a two or three blow- 
downs to be removed and several wet spots where 
puncheon should be installed Some new signs would 
be helpful The center post supporting the roof of 
Governor Clement Shelter was ripped out by vandals 
and has been missing for some time We hope to 
replace it this year 

Our next work party is on the schedule for 
August 12 but Trails & Shelters co-chair Bill Ro- 
bichaud no doubt will be out on the trail in the mean- 
time Anvone willing to help can give Bill a call at 
775-2567. 

Grandpa's Knob 

May 28, 2000 

By Roma Pulling 

The day of our hike w as cool and cloudy , but 
considering the many rainy days in this rather wet 
spring, we fell very fortunate With eight hikers be- 
sides ourselves, we left the park in three cars, headed 
for Hubbardton 

Grandpa's knob is notable for several things 
including the location of an early experimental wind 
tower erected during World War II A small amount 
of pow er was generated but came to an end w hen the 
blades blew o(T The cement foundations of the tower 
and some of the hardw are arc still visible 

Secondly Grandpa's knob is the location of 
transmitting facilities for Channel 28, Vermont Pub- 
lic Television Years ago on our first hike to the sum- 
mit the studio was still manned and we went inside 
to talk with the operator. It is now operated remotely 

Last but the reason for our trip to the summit, 
the view from the top is remarkable and panoramic 
A cool breeze discouraged most of us from admiring 
the view for a long period We escaped to a sheltered 
place near the transmitting facility and ate our lunch 
before returning to our cars and heading home 


J uly 2000 


BRIDCEW ATER HOLLOW TO THE LOOKOET 

June 24, 2000 

By Herb Ogden. Leader 

Despite fine weather, only four people went on 
this hike It must be that rumors of my bushwhack- 
ing to old cellarholes have spread Like most ru- 
mors. there is some truth in them, but mostly we 
stayed on cleared old roads or trails 

We left our cars at the intersection of Bridge- 
water Hollow Rd and Bridgewater Hollow Rd Ex- 
tension No, I'm not making up the second name 
Though it sounds pretty urban it's what the Town of 
Bridgewater calls the road west from the former 
pond at the Hollow, after you've climbed up the 
narrow valley from the Chateauguay Road We 
crossed the brook, went right through the snowmo- 
bile gate, passed the Hollow Schoolhouse site, and 
soon turned left uphill on the always-muddy old 
highway that runs over The Pinnacle to North 
Bridgewater 

After climbing about a tenth of a mile on it, we 
struck off west through the brush and reached the 
Hollow Cemetery in a few hundred feet It was beau- 
tiful with a canopy of ferns, but the ferns made it 
hard to see some of the lower gravestones, many of 
which arc simple unfinished fieldstones The oldest 
stone, at the top of the graveyard, is a proud marker 
from 1811. I understand a Boy Scout or a troop has 
made it their project to keep down the underbrush 
They've done a good job, but the place is due for a 
cutting now 

Back on the old highway , we soon kept going 
straight on an overgrown road where the more used 
one bore right, crossed a brook, and climbed between 
stone walls about three rods apart, an almost sure 
sign of a former public highway. No other trace of 
the highway remains at this point, though it may 
show on the 1 868 map of Bridgewater At a fairly 
level spot, we came to the large foundation of a 
house We got some idea of how long it had been 
since a house stood there from the presence of a big 
yellow birch stump right on one of the walls Obvi- 
ously no tree had grown there while a house stood on 
the foundation, and the big birch had been bom and 
died since then. Just north of the cellarhole was a 
mostly filled-in well. South, across the former road, 
arc a bam foundation and barnyard walls, but we 
didn't visit them because the underbrush was in full 
foliage Instead, we bushwhacked another several 
hundred feet to an old road (now used by ATVs) 
running from the highway over the Pinnacle up to 
the high point of the Lookout Farm Road Near 
where the Appalachian Trail joins it, we saw a small 
cellarhole to the west We pondered what farming 
must have been like in the early 1 800s in such a 
high, isolated spot 

After the AT crosses the Lookout Farm Road, it 
follows an old road to The Lookout So did we The 
view from The Lookout was excellent To the north, 
we could see beyond Mansfield Below us lay Lake 
Lakota To the east, we could probably sec Lafayette 
in the White Mountains, and. further south. Tnpvra- 
mid To the southeast, we could see Ascutney and 
probably Monadnock To the southwest were the 
outlines of Okemo. Stratton, and probably Equinox. 
To the west lay the whole Coolidge Range, from 
Shrewsbury to Pico, and more Many thanks to the 
private landowners who no only allow the public to 
visit The Lookout but even maintain a viewing plat- 
form on the roof of their cabin! 
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Hike Register: Starting this weekend, the 
official hike register will be kept in a let- 
terbox on the porch of Herb's office at 
Center & Nickwackett Streets, a block 
away from Koltonski Fire Station. We also 
want to make sure to get addresses of any 
guest hikers in order to better contact them 
regarding joining the section. 

GMC Board Meeting: A! Pulling, our di- 
rector to the GMC, submined a written 
report summing up the recent GMC Direc- 
tors meeting March 18 at the Kirk Alumni 
Building at Middlebury College. The main 
item of business w as the unanimous ap- 
proval of the club's decision to purchase 
some 40 acres of land adjacent to the club 
headquarters in Waterbury to allow for 


growth and control development in the 
area. After a long period of negotiations, 
the landowner Don McCain agreed to meet 
the price the club was willing to pay. De- 
tails pertaining to maintenance of the prop- 
erty such as snow plowing and grass mov- 
ing are still being negotiated. All by 
$120,000 of the purchase price is assured 
from grants and donations and raising the 
balance was not thought to be a problem. 

Meanwhile, there is less enthusiasm 
about another proposed deal at headquar- 
ters, the purchase of a bed & breakfast 
property across Rte. 100. This property 
was being considered at one time for ex- 
pansion space as well, but has numerous 
problems such as inadequate sewage dis- 


posal associated with it. The above is wel- 
come news to the Killington Section, 
which at its last directors meeting Feb. 2, 
had expressed the view that the main club 
not get involved with the B&B property if 
the McCain property was what it really 
wanted. The final item was the vote to 
adopt the name Sherburne Pass Trail as 
well as to rename other side trails caused 
by the LT relocations. 

GMC Report: The following items were 
brought up by Greg Western: 

Champion Lands Involvement: Greg 
noted that there are people in the North- 
east Kingdom who want to form a new 
section of the GMC in order to take care 
of trails in that area including those in the 
huge tract recently purchased by the state 
from the Champion Lumber Co. The news 
that the GMC was contemplating involve- 
ment in the area so far removed from the 
CT and its side trails prompted skepticism 
at the last Killington Section directors 
meeting at which the section instructed its 
GMC director to express serious concern 
about this involvement unless it could be 
shown to contribute to the club's objec- 
tives. Some feel that area is more geo- 
graphically and geologically linked to the 
White Mountains and in fact the AMC was 
contemplating starting a section there. 

Other proposed developments still in 
the thinking state include a Taconic Trail 
and a proposed trail from Mt. Equinox to 
Merck Forest. 

Guidebooks: A new version of the 
Long Trail Guide Book should be ready 
by June or July. Meanwhile, work is pro- 
ceeding on a complete revision of the 
guidebook to be released a year from now. 
Bob Perkins requested that a preliminary 
text of these revisions concerning our sec- 
tion be sent to us in advance for editing 
and proofreading. A new edition of the day 
hiker's guide is also being readied. 


Continued on page 4 
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The Killington Section is responsible for maintaining the following: 

- The Long Trail from Vt. 140 in Wallingford Gulf to Tucker-Johnson Shelter 25.1 mi. 
(This is also the Appalachian Trail as far north as Maine Jet at Willard Gap.) 

- The Sherburne Pass Trail from the Long Trail north past Pico Camp to 3.0 mi. U.S. 4 
in Sherburne Pass (this was the Long and Appalachian Trails until 1999) 

- The Bucklin Trail from Brewers Comers on the Wheelerville Road in 3.3 mi. Mendon 
to the Long Trail near Cooper Lodge on Killington Peak 

- The Pico Spur from Pico Camp (on the Sherburne Pass Trail) to Pico Peak 0.4 mi. 

- The Killington Spur from Cooper Lodge to Killington Peak 0.2 mi. 

- The Canty Trail from Elbow Road in Mendon to Blue Ridge Mountain 2.4 mi. 

This is 34.4 miles, an increase of about six miles over 1999. We not only agreed to 
keep maintaining the old route of the Long Trail in addition to taking on the reroute west 
of Pico Peak but also took responsibility for some of the Long Trail north of U.S. 4 for 
the first time since it was moved from west of Deer Leap to east of Deer Leap in the 
1960s. We and our shelter adopters also maintain Minerva Hinchey Shelter, Clarendon 
Shelter, Governor Clement Shelter, and Pico Camp. 

Ruth and Sandy Lamb have independently adopted Cooper Lodge, which 
belongs to the State of Vermont. We hope we can manage all this. Our three or four work 
parties per year have had as few as six and as many as 20 participants. The high count 
was thanks to the EMS store in Manchester and to a contingent from Headquarters. 

The Killington Section conducts frequent outings, described in the calendar sections 
of the Rutland Herald and the Mountain Times of Killington. In the late spring, summer, 
and early fall these occur weekly or more often. In the last year, outings have included 
not only ordinary hikes on official and unofficial trails but also special children's 
"discovery" hikes, bicycle trips, cross country ski tours, and snowshoe hikes. Members 
receive a quarterly. Smoke <& Blazes , which we think is the oldest continuously published 
section newsletter. We are also trying to gather the archives in one place, led by Section 
Historian Bob Perkins. He has already gathered a complete set of Smoke & Blazes , which 
was given to the Rutland Historical Society for better access by the general public. 

10 June 2000 
Herbert Ogden, President 
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Interpretive Billboard: Greg noted 
that Deer Leap day hikers and other hikers 
new to the Sherburne Pass area are likely 
to be confused as to why the Inn at Long 
Trail is located there when the relocated 
LT/AT now crossed far below, a mile to 
the westward He suggested that an inter- 
pretive billboard display at the top of the 
pass explaining the history- and signifi- 
cance of the trail, the pass, and the inn 
would be a welcome addition to that area. 

Elbow Road Logging Greg noted 
that logging is presently going on just a 
little north of Sherburne Pass. This area is 
in the Green Mountain National Forest 
and the logging is perfectly legal, but it 
may be upsetting and confusing to some 
hikers who think they are in a wilderness. 
Greg suggested a sign explaining that this 
is a "working forest" and. perhaps face- 
tiously, “watch out for trucks.” This is part 
of the price for having the LT follow a 
logging road in a national forest. The trail 
is still blazed and can be easily followed 
but a staircase has been tom out. The log- 
gers are expected to be there through this 
fall and can be expected back in 15 years. 

Clarendon Gorge Suspension Bridge : 
This is described by Greg as an “ongoing 
hot potato." Dave Hardy, GMC director of 
field operations, is currently trying to get 
the Federal Highway Administration to 
send a natural bridge engineer to the site 
to make sure the bridge is safe and struc- 
turally sound. Last summer a crew re- 
placed some of the boards and this was a 
"scary experience.” 

New Cooper Lodge Outhouse: The 
Vermont Youth Conservation Corps will 
be constructing a new outhouse this sum- 
mer at Cooper Lodge. The new "Cooper 
Pooper” is going to be “a really big out- 
house” with a 70-gal. capacity which will 
enable it to be used year-round. 

Shrewsbury Peak Trail: The Shrews- 
bury Peak Trail is about to be moved. The 
goal is to get it off the Juggernaut Ski 
Trail. This work will be done by the Ver- 
mont Youth Conservation Corps. If any- 
one is interested in talking to these young 
people about the natural history of the area 
or the history of the GMC, these young 
people are always looking for speakers. It 
is a good opportunity to interest them 
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specifically in the GMC. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Trail Maintenance North of Sherburne 
Pass: A motion was made and seconded 
to have the section expand its maintenance 
responsibility to the section of trail be- 
tween U.S. 4 and Tucker Johnson Shelter. 
The Ottauquechee Section at present main- 
tains the area westward to Willard Gap but 
is not willing to do it up to the highway. 
Jake Sherman suggested the section might 
have its hands full with the Killington Sec- 
tion itself particularly in light of the many 
relos and that the area north of Rte. 4 was 
a much traversed one that might be better 
handled through the main club and 
adopters. After some discussion it was 
voted with at least one nay to take respon- 
sibility for the trail from U.S. 4 to Tucker 
Johnson Shelter. 

AT/LT Parking Lot on Route 4: The 
new parking area for the relocated AT/LT 
on Route 4 is described as a “weedy mud- 
hole" right now. The GMC is presently- 
looking for input on what a finished park- 
ing lot should look like, what kind of land- 
scaping it should have, etc., what kind of 
simple things could be done if money is 
not forthcoming. 

It appears that the Park Service seri- 
ously under budgeted the cost of a parking 
lot at the site, according to Greg, by a fac- 
tor of 10. The S3.000 originally budgeted 
went entirely for architectural plans drawn 
up by Enman Engineering of Rutland. The 
Appalachian Trail Conference is also look- 
ing for funds but nothing is certain at this 
stage. Anyone’s help as amateur landsca- 
pers or otherw ise would be welcomed. 

Election of New Directors: Gretchen 
Crowley and Sue Thomas were nominated 
as directors to replace Phil and Linda 
Smith whose terms had expired. Also 
nominated as part of this slate for re- 
election was Al Pulling. The slate was 
unanimously elected. 

DIRECTOR’S MEETING- Following 
ad journment of the regular meeting at 8:05 
p.m. a special director’s meeting was held 
for the purpose of electing officers. 

Elected as vice-president was Connie 
Youngstrom replacing Bob Perkins who 
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DEADIIHE FOR NEXT 
ISSUE OF 
SMOKE & BUIES 

IS 

September 15, 2000 

You can send your stories hand- 
written. typewritten, or via email to: 


Kim Jackson. P0 Box 346. 
Bridgewater Corners. 

VI 05035 
P 802-672-3157 
Email: kapr@vermontel.net 


Letter to the Editor: 

To Killingtpn Sec. G.M.C. 

Thank you for your generous gift to the 
Mission in honor of Merritt. He would 
have been very pleased. 

Sincerely, 

Natalie Thomas 

(Regarding a memorial gift for her late 
husband Merritt Thomas) 


declined to run citing two other section 
offices he held. All other present section 
officers were elected: Herb Ogden, Presi- 
dent; A I Pulling, Treasurer; Jake Sherman, 
Secretary, and Bob Perkins, Historian. 

Following the meeting, all enjoyed a 
slide program presented by Bob and 
Thelma Perkins. They showed slides of 
family hikes along the Pacific Crest Trail 
of California between Yosemite and Mt. 
Whitney during the 1960s. The Perkins' 
and their four children completed this 212- 
mile stretch over a period of five summers 
averaging five miles a day. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jake Sherman, Secretary 
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Killington Section Green Mountain Club - Outing Schedule Summer/Fall 2000 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown. Participants should bring lunch unless noted. 
Non-members are welcome! Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. 

Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. 

Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Saturday, July 8 - Sixth Annual Falls of Lana Ramble - 10 a m. Leader; Kit Davidson. 273-2982. 

One of the most spectacular waterfalls in Vermont, a panoramic view of Lake Dunmore, an enchanted sort of forest, and a mountain lake 
surrounded by white birch. 3 miles moderate Walk to Silver Lake optional; swimming there or at Lake Dunmore possible afterward. Rain 
date: Sunday, July 9, call leader if in doubt. Joint hike with Appalachian Mountain Club 

Sunday, July 16 - Stratton Mountain Loop - 9 a m. Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Climb the mountain where the Long Trail was born! A fire tower on top offers spectacular views, and we'll descend via beautiful Stratton 
Pond 10.7 miles - a long hike of moderate difficulty. 

Saturday, July 22 - Okemo Mountain - Leaders Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310. 

Via the YCC trail, with a fire tower on top affording spectacular views. Joint hike with the Breadloaf Section, call leaders for meeting place 
and time. 

Saturday, July 29 - Tenth Annual Taconic Mountains Ramble - 1 p.m Leader: Kit Davidson, 273-2982 

Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, mountain peaks with views north, south, east & west, a Japanese garden and other goodies 
Wine and cheese on the lawn afterward 2-5 miles easy to moderate, walkers can leave the group at several different points and wait on 
the lawn for the rest. Bring no lunch. Rain date Sunday. July 30. Call leader if in doubt. Joint hike with Appalachian Mountain Club 

Saturday, August 5 - Bike Trip - 9 a m. Leader: Sandi McGowan, 775-8841 . 

Moderate to difficult, location to be determined Call leader for more details. 

i 

Saturday, August 12 - Trail Maintenance - 9 a.m. Leader: Bill Robichaud, 775-2567. 

We ll be doing whatever needs doing! Come help us keep the Long/Appalachian Trails in good shape. Bring sturdy shoes, work gloves & 
lunch. Tools provided 

Sunday. August 20 - Children's Adventure Series - Pittsford Ice Caves - 1 p.m. Leader: Jerry Parker, 747-4439. 

Trek to the ice caves and venture inside if you dare! Short but steep hike. 2 miles roundtrip. Call leader for details 

Saturday, August 26 - Jackson Gore, Okemo - 9 a m in Rutland. Leader: Eric Deustchbein, 875-1001 . 

Beautiful waterfalls, cascading down the mountain, a special place not often seen. 4 miles moderate, some bushwhacking (Can also meet 
the group at trail head at 9:30 a m.) Call leader. 

Saturday-Sunday. September 9-10 - Backpacking Weekend - Leader: Gretchen Crowley, 483-9448 
Leaving at 10 a m. Saturday, location to be determined, call leader for details. Moderate pace. 

Saturday. September 16 - Prospect Rock -9am Leaders Roma and Al Pulling, 773-6997. 

Manchester Follow the Rootville Road for a view of Manchester and Mt Equinox. Moderate. 4 miles. 

Saturday, September 23 - Mt. Ascutney - 9 a m Leader: Herb Ogden, 775-1350. 

Up the Windsor Trail and down the Brownsville Trail for beautiful views, waterfalls, an old quarry and a fire tower. 5.3 miles difficult. Return 
by 5 p.m. 

Saturday, September 30 - Canoe Trip - Leader: Eric Deustchbein, 875-1001. 

A day trip in the historic Mt. Independence area. Contact leader a week in advance, if you want to borrow a canoe or have space for an- 
other person in yours. 

Saturday, October 7 - Plymouth 5-Corners - 9 a m. Leaders Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997. 

Explore a ghost town with cellar holes, an old cemetery and mill site. 4 miles, easy - moderate. 

Saturday, October 14 - Sleeping Beauty Mountain - 9 a m. Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185. 

Lake George Great views of the lake, the Adirondack Mountains and the Green Mountains. Ascend on old carriage roads and on the way 
down visit remote Fishbrook Pond. 7.8 miles, moderate Rain date Sunday. October 15. 

WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? Our next schedule will include October through December Please call Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 or Sue 
Thomas 773-2185 by September 15 to guarantee a spot on our schedule. 
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Badger. Robert L 

45 Birch Dr 

Potsdam NY 13676 

Baker. Rick 

Box 298 

Wallingford. Vt 05773 

Baitz. Scott/C Devereux 

2 Orion Ave 

Ludlow . VT 05149-1014 

Bebec Vivian/L Walter 

14 Belmont Av 

Rutland VT 05701-3322 

Boutwell. Rev/Mrs Robt 

690 Town Line Rd 

Rutland. VT 05701-9342 

Brewster, Deb 

129 Holly St 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Bushey . Philip J Jr 

POBox 156 

E W allingford. VT 05742 

Catozzi. Raymond 

103 Bellevue Ave 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Charland. Rachael W 

414 Chestnut St Apt 1005 

Springfield, MA 01104 

Conlon, George 

299 Sunset Dr 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Darrou . Dr Robert 

19 Cream Hill Rd 

Mendon, VT 05701 

Davidson. Kit 

321 St John Rd 

Castlcton. VT 05735 

Dcin/cr. W alter 

9 Tenney Brook Ct 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Dicton Sr. Joseph 

2728 US Route 7 

N Rutland, VT 05701 

Donahue. Bernard G 

50 Edgerton St 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Gibbud. Ruth 

69 Temple St 

Rutland. VT 05701-3527 

Ginsberg, Prances 

155 Highland Rd 

Rvc.NY 10580 

Glade. Jack 

14 Rt 149 

W Pawlet, VT 05775 

Green. Donald A 

34 Chasanna Dr 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Hawley. IraTorTame 

819 US RT 4 

E Rutland. VT 05701 

Henkel, Margaret 

RR 1. Box 264 

Shrewsbury. VT 05738 

Hogenkamp. Wm/Joan 

POBox 262 

Rutland. VT 05702-0262 

Hooker. Geo, Cheryl & TJ 

1 1 Royce St 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Jackson. Steve/Kim 

POBox 346 

Bridgewater Crs , VT 05035 

Kellogg. Damcl/Miranda 

31 High St 

Proctor, VT 05765 

Lamb. Rulh/Sandy 

POBox 1395 

Bolton Landing, NY 12814 

Little, John J 

POBox 292 

Killington. VT 05751-0292 

Malkus. Sam 

31 W illiams St 

Proctor. VT 05765 

Martin, David S 

Box 324 

Mt Holly, VT 05758 

Martin. JohnJJanct 

471 Perkins Road 

Rutland Town. VT 05701 

Mathewson. Jon/Kimbcrly 

POBox 1262 

Middletown Springs. VT 05757 

Mathis. Dave 

260 Lincoln Ave 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Matiescm. Richard t 

POBox 760 

Killington. VT 05751-0760 

McGowan. Sandi 

POBox 694 

Killington, VT 05751 

McShanc. Maureen 

2837 Cold River Rd 

N Clarendon, Vt 05759 

Moreton. Kelly/Brucc 

POBox 374 

Cuttingsvillc. VT 05738 

Ogden Jr. Hcrbcrt/Hannah 

20 Birchwood Avc 

Rutland. VT 05701-3605 

Parker. Gerald 

Rt 1. Box 586 

Cuttingsvillc. VT 05738 

Perkins. Robert/Thelma 

6 Rachael Drive 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Pettronc. Mark 

86 Mt View Dr 

Avcrill Park. NY 12018 

Phillips. Don/Diane 

5 Mt School Road 

Shrewsbury . VT 05738 

Pilcher. Paul 

22 Gibbs St 

Proctor. VT 05765 

Pranger. Pat 

1044 Sugar Hill Rd 

Wallingford. VT 05773 

Pulcer. Ronald/Sarah 

317 Countryside Dr 

Rutland Town. VT 05701 

Pulling. Roma/AI 

883 US Rt 4 

E Rutland. VT 05701-9038 

Quigg. Peter 

Currier Rd. Box 62 

Killington, VT 05751 

Rantancn. John 

17 Clark St 

Rutland, VT 05701 

Reynolds. George 

POBox 83 

Springfield. VT 05 156-0083 

Robichaud. William T 

POBox 457 

Rutland. VT 05702-0457 

Rogers. Wally RR 2. 

Box 5370 

Castlcton, VT 05735 

Romeo, F John 121 

Ellison's Lake Rd 

Ludlow. VT 05 149 

Russell. Ellen B 

6 Heritage Hill 

Rutland. VT 05701-2415 

Scott, Churchill 

RR 3, Box 4869 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Sheldon, Marilyn 

44 Oles Dr 

Rutland. VT 05701-9492 

Sibley, Joan 

RFD, Box 132 

Cuttingsvillc, VT 05738 

Smith, Phil/Linda 

9-A Capitol Hill 

Fair Haven. VT 05743 

Southworth. Ann 

19 Town Line Rd 

Rutland. VT 05701-9707 

Sweeney. Kevin 

210 N Church 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Thomas. Catherine 

20 Birchwood Ave 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Thomas, Susan L 

27 Clinton Avc 

Rutland. VT 05701 

Trubisz. Jeffrey 

3 Settlers Way 

Salem, MA 01970 

Tufano. Albert L 

386 Robinson Rd 

Shrewsbury . VT 05738 

Walczykowski, Jane 

POBox 302 

Cuttingsvillc, VT 05738 

Waldhaucr. Carolyn 

1072 Bixby RD 

Ludlow. VT 05149-9773 

Wood, David F 

160 Allen St 

Rutland. VT0570I 

Wright. David P 

POBox 1001 

Middletown Springs. VT 05757 

Youngstrom. Conmc/Mark 

Box 1160 

Shrewsbury. VT 05738 

Zardus. Joan 

8 Barbara Dr 

Amesbury. MA 01913 

Ztzis. Maryellen 

122 Nichols St 

Wilmington. MA 01887 
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Smoke & Blazes Seeks 
New Volunteer Editor 

It is with regret that I must pass the ba- 
ton for the position of volunteer editor of 
Smoke & Blazes to another member inter- 
ested in being the new editor. 

Smoke & Blazes is published quarterly, 
coordinating with the outing schedule's dif- 
ferent seasons. Very little needs to be typed 
as members and directors send their reports 
and articles by email or disk. Those that do 
need to be typed are usually short pieces. I 
have used Microsoft Publisher to create the 
newsletter, but any software will work. The 
only other aspect that you should be con- 
scious of is proofreading, which 1 do once 
the entire newsletter is laid out. From there, 
other members become your support team in 
producing the finished product. 

The newsletter is copied/printed in Rut- 
land at Prime Offset and then Roma and Al 
Pulling, along with other volunteers, prepare 
the newsletter for mailing. 

Smoke <6 Blazes is by far a team effort. 
If it weren't for its contributors and those 
who take the newsletter from print to distri- 
bution, it would never happen! What I’m 
try ing to say is that producing the newsletter 
is fun and you are contributing to your GMC 
section . . . and you don’t have to do it all by 
yourself! 

In the section’s Annual Report. Herb 
mentioned that the section believes that 
Smoke & Blazes is the oldest continuously 
published section newsletter. Let’s keep the 
spirit going! 

If you are interested in taking on the 
newsletter, please call me at 802-672-3157 
or email me at kapr@vermontel.net, or con- 
tact Herb at 775-1350 or lco@together.net. 

Thanks, 

Kim Jackson 

High Water Warning 

As of late May, Gould Brook, between the 
Lower and Upper Cold River Roads, is so high 
that it probably cannot be crossed dryshod and 
must instead be forded. To stay dry . use the 
Wilmuth Hill Road between the Lower and 
Upper Cold River Roads, west of the Long 
Trail We regret the inconvenience. Your local 
trail maintainers: Killington Section, Green 
Mountain Club. Rutland. Vermont. For further 
information, or to volunteer for any of our ac- 
tivities including trail and shelter maintenance, 
write or call Section President Herb Ogden. 20 
Birchwood Avc . Rutland VT 05701,(802) 
775-3368. LCO@together.net. 
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Green Mountain Club - Pico 


Camp Register 


Nov. 3. 1990 - June 9. 1991 

Compiled by Herbert G. Ogden, 
April 22, 2000 


Hikers per month: 

November 5 

December 

3 

January 

3 

February 

11 

March 

14 

April 

23 

May 

57 

June 

1 1 (through 6^9 


State or country of origin (which many did not give) 

CA x CT xx FL x LA x 

MA xxxx ME x NH x NJ xxxxx 

NY xxxxxxxTN x 

VT xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx VA x Germany x 

Selected comments: 

10 Dec. 1990: Windows busted; needs shutters. AMC member from Hartford. CT. 

30 Dec. 1990: “All in all a nice camp These cabins are a good idea and 1 would like 

them in other states along the trail." Elizabeth. NJ. 

14 Apr. 1991: “On the map. the beginning of the trail from Pico Peak to this cabin wasn’t 
detailed enough. So, we searched for the entrance of the trail ....” 2 from Rutland. 

8 May 1991: “Started at Route 103 yesterday, stayed at Governor Clement Shelter last 
night when my boyfriend proposed to me. I accepted, of course, and this is the best hike 
I’ve ever been on!” CT. 

8 May 1991: Came from Gov. Clement and saw her first “trail closed until Memorial 
Day" sign only at Cooper. Wonders if she missed a sign at Clement. Boston. 

19 May 1991: “Trail is super. FABULOUS VIEWS." Ontario. 

24 May 1991: “Hiked in from Rt. 4 across from the Inn. Saw a large coyote or timber- 
wolf on the way up." Long Island NY. 

25 May 1991: “Good Lord! When you hit the slope dow n hill from here, don’t just do 
something, stand there Right w here the trail comes out there's a cluster of trout lilies right 
in the trail! And how bout these trillium? And the sweet flower smell! To feel my heart 
beat so strong I can hear it, to set my feet down on the soft trail, to move once again 
through the forest, and be with it, hear it beckon. A fine home coming for 2 former thru- 
hikers who’ve pined for this, dreamed of this, longed for this trail in their souls. Thank 
you. Thank you. THANK YOU to the trail maintainers!!!! You make this happen. To 
those who aren’t, clear a blowdown on your way out, clear a waterbar with your boot 
heel." [No address] 

26 May 1991: “After a 25 year absence I returned to Pico Lodge. Much has changed but 
still much remains the same. 1 am here with my son - his first time also. We went up to 
the peak - ski lifts and towers and debris. View beautiful. Hope to get back many more 
times.” [Rutland] 

27 May 1991: “Started on May 24th from Rt. 103. Trails in excellent shape.” Shafts- 
bury. 

27 May 1991: “This is the best Memorial Day weekend I can remember - wildflowers 
abound, wonderful conversations, three of Tim’s gourmet dinners, mist and clear cold wa- 
ter. Oh yes, two white tailed deer and noises from one coyote and one bulky smelly bear.” 
Cambridge MA 

29 May 1991: “This is the nicest shelter that 1 have seen in quite a while. It’s a shame it 
will not be here for much longer.” Massachusetts to Canada 

31 May 1991: “Slogged up here tonight in the downpour. No fun at all!! Took shelter a 
few times on my way up. w hich turned out to be a mistake. Due to the delays I did not 
reach the cabin until 10:00 p.m. Coming up from Route 4 in the dark during a heavy rain 
can be quite a challenge!" [no address] 


GMC Director’s Meeting 
March 18, 2000 

The March meeting of the directors of the 
Green Mountain took place March 22 at the 
Kirk Alumni Building at Middlebury College. 
It was well attended with about three members 
absent. 

As the first order of business. Executive 
Secretary Ben Rose announced that Don Mc- 
Cain, the owner of the property adjacent to the 
headquarters in Waterbury Center, which the 
club was interested in buying, had met the 
price the board was willing to pay The pros 
and cons of the matter were discussed at length 
and it was voted unanimously to accept the 
offer Details pertaining to maintenance of the 
property such as plowing snow and mowing 
grass are still being negotiated. 

All but SI 20.000 of the purchase price is 
assured from grants and donations, and raising 
the balance was not thought to be a problem. 

The directors were less enthusiastic about 
the May property across the road than they 
were previously. Problems with sewage dis- 
posal and dangers of crossing Rt. 100 betw een 
the two properties, also costs of 
renovating the buildings, were the factors in 
the change of opinion. 

Near the end of the meeting votes were 
taken to rename parts of the side trail north of 
Rt 4 the Sherburne Pass Trail to correspond 
w ith the trail south of Rt 4 and to rename some 
other side trails necessitated by the Long Trail 
relocation. The meeting was adjourned about 2 
p.m. with the next meeting planned for the Inn 
at the Long Trail in June. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Alfred L Pulling 
Killington Section Director 


Are You a Turtle? 

By Bob Perkins 

Do you love to get out for a walk in the 
woods but fear that Killington Section hikes 
may go too far or too fast for you? Then maybe 
you're a turtle. 

Randy Travis of the GMC in Waterbuiy 
has been leading a scries of outings for a group 
calling themselves the Turtles. My wife Thelma 
and 1 joined them on May 31 for a most enjoy - 
able stroll and picnic lunch in the Texas Falls 
area. Although mostly "mature" hikers, the 
group w elcomes anyone who prefers to enjoy 
the outdoors at a slow pace. 

To leant more about the Turtles and to get 
on their mailing list, contact Randy at: randall- 
travis@netscape.net or 802-244-5783. 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 




I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand 
that 1/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership 
card. Dues help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and 
throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 


DUES 

Individual 

Family 

Individual Lifetime 
Family Lifetime 


S 27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

$ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* 
$500 (entirely tax-deductible) 
$750 (entirely tax-deductible) 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE: 


* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 
or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C., the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Mt. Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club. Inc. 


I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail work, 

shelter work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting the 

Killington Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 
SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 




(11864) 

ROBERT & THELMA PERKINS 
6 RACHEL DRIVE 
RUTLAND VT 05701-3772 


Primed on recycled paper 
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Killington Section - Green Mountain Club 
Director’s Meeting: August 22, 2000 


Present: Herb Ogden, Bob Perkins, Bill 
Robichaud, Al Pulling. Sue Thomas, 
Gretchen Crowley. Connie Youngstrom. 
Mark Youngstrom, Jake Sherman. GMC 
Director of Field Operations Dave Hardy, 
and special guest Roy Arthur. 

Secretary 's Minites: The minutes from 
the March 25 annual meeting held at the 
• Unitarian Church were unanimously ap- 
proved with no additions or corrections. 

Gov. Clement Shelter: One of the main 
purposes of tonight's meeting was to con- 
sider solutions to ongoing problems of 
partying and vandalism at Gov. Clement 
I Shelter. The situation has become so bad 
that hikers no longer feel welcome there 
and are avoiding the shelter. In fact, it was 
noted that both the current edition of the 
Long Trail Guidebook and the AT Wing- 
foot book urge hikers not to stay there. 
Tired hikers may arrive to find a loud, 
alcohol-fueled party in progress or the 
partiers might show up at 10 or 1 1 P.M. 
after the hikers have sacked out. Often this 
occurs on weekends. Other damage re- 
ported by those present included deep ruts 
left by a pickup truck, beer bottles around 
the fireplace, trees cut down, and some- 
time ago the middle post of the roof sup- 
port yanked out. Gretchen stated that ev- 
ery hiker Jerry Parker meets asks about 
the safety of the shelter. 

Over the course of a long discussion many 
solutions were raised including getting 
more law enforcement up there, posting 
strong warning signs, banning fires, and 
relocating the trail away from the shelter. 
Other more radical measures included gat- 
ing the access road, a "tank trap" and actu- 
ally relocating the shelter a mile or two 
further up the trail. 

Since Gov. Clement is the oldest shelter 
on the LT and a historic landmark, tearing 
it down and moving it was definitely a last 


resort. Problems were also seen with gat- 
ing which would have to secure town ap- 
proval, would not likely be favorably re- 
ceived by camp ow ners along the road, 
and would not keep out ATVs or even 
trucks which could approach from another 
direction. Also, experience has shown that 
gates themselves can become a target of 
vandalism. 

Roy Arthur pointed out that the Vermont 
Association of Snow Travelers (VAST), a 
snowmobile club, puts up money to pay 
for sheriffs patrols who go up to Gov. 
Clement every weekend between Dec. 1 5 
and April and keep things in order. He 
didn't know w hat the cost of this was as it 
was coordinated by Frank Wilk of VAST. 

Herb proposed we initially adopt a three- 
fold approach: (1) contract w ith sheriffs 
and constables to go up each w eekend day 
and one day during the week, (2) put up 
durable signs saying the shelter is for hik- 
ers’ use only, and (3) moving the trail away 
from the shelter. This approach was subse- 
quently adopted with the exception that 
instead of contracting with the constables 
Dave Hardy suggested checking w ith the 
forest service's law enforcement officer to 
see w hat kind of higher profile program 
could be set up between now' and Colum- 
bus Day. In a memo the following day, 
Dave reported that he had talked to Kim 
Kinville of the U.S. Forest Service and she 
had agreed to visit the shelter the next few 
weekends, probably after dark. With re- 
gard to fires, he stated that legally they 
would have to be banned from a resource 
perspective not a behavior perspective. He 
also noted again that ATVs are illegal on 
public lands or town highways and could 
be ticketed In addition, the GMC. per the 
motion, w ill post signs at the shelter, dis- 
tribute brochures, and proceed with a trail 
relo. 

Herb said he still needs to contact a mason 


Congratulations! 

Those members who remember 
Sandy Tarburton from the GMC 
staff will be interested to know 
that she gave birth July 19 to a 
baby boy. River, weighing 7 lb., 
1 1 oz. Congratulations, Sandy, 
from all of your KS friends! 


regarding repair of stonework at Gov. 
Clement. 

Clarendon Gorge: Dave reported that a 
paved parking lot with a better bulletin 
board at Clarendon Gorge is in the works. 
There will be money to build the lot 
through a Federal Highway Enhancement 
Grant and they are presently getting design 
bids. However, the parking lot work can’t 
happen until the railroad work gets done. 
The GMC is hopeful that ultimate man- 
agement of the gorge will be changed from 
the state to the U.S. Forest Service. 

Another positive development reported by 
Dave is that the present suspension bridge 
across the gorge has been checked out by 
federal engineers and found to be safe due 
in large part to "overdesigned abutments." 
These federal inspectors will be coming 
back every two years to check it out. Still, 
many hikers find the swaying traverse of 
the structure a scary experience. Dave said 
its replacement by a rigid-arch, pedestrian- 
static, bikeway-type bridge would be the 
ultimate solution. 

Pico Camp: The GMC plans to build a 
new Pico Camp a little less than half way 
up the new Long Trail south from Rte. 4 
Dave asked for input from the section as 
to how it felt about locating the shelter in 
that area. The proposed site is 1 .8 mi. 
from Rte. 4 and at an elevation of 2490 
feet (above 2500 feet requires filing for an 
Act 250 permit!!). The shelter would be 
five miles from Cooper Lodge and 3 1/2 to 

Directors Meeting, continued on page 3 
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From The Field 

L 


Killington Section Directors, 
including Officers 

Year in parenthesis indicates end of three >car term 

President: 

Herbert G. Ogden 
20 Birchwood Ave., 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 775-1350 eves. 

775-3368 workdays 

E-mail lco@together.net (2003) 

Vice-President: 

Connie Youngstrom 
Box 1160 

Shrewsbury, VT 05738 (2003) 

Secretary: 

Jacob R. Sherman 
48 Morse Place. 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2004) 

Treasurer: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
883 U.S. Rt. 4 East 
Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-6997 

E-mail ral37@juno.com (2003) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2003) 

Raymond Catozzi (2003) 

Ruth Gibbud (2003) 

Gretchen Growley (2003) 

Sue Thomas (2003) 

Killington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
see above info (2003) 

Alternate: 

Connie Youngstrom 
(2003) 


Smoke & Blazes Editor: 

Kim Jackson 
PO Box 346 

Bridgewater Comers. VT 05035 

(802)672-3157 

Email: kapr@vermontel.com 

I 


MT. OKF.MO HIKE - BREAD LOAF/ 
KILLINGTON JOINT HIKE 
July 22, 2000 

by Cordon <£ Helen Cawood 

The trip was cancelled due to threatening 
weather. Thunderstorms were predicted. The 
observation tower would not be the place to be. 
Only one person from Breadloaf Section had 
registered - Carol Kress. Only one person from 
Killington Section had registered - Ray 
Catozzi. Jack Burbank (Bread Loaf) called late 
Friday evening. By that time we already de- 
cided to cancel. 

PROSPECT ROCK, MANCHESTER 
September 16, 2000 

by Roma Pulling 

We studied the large, black cloud hanging 
over the park on the morning of this hike and 
didn't like what we saw. I took a quick mental 
inventory of the contents of my pack because I 


wanted to be sure my poncho and rain bonnet 
were inside. But as seven of us headed south in 
two cars, the sky started to clear and was blue 
w ith white, fluffy clouds for the duration of the 
hike. 

There is a Prospect Rock in northern Ver- 
mont. also, which leads to some confusion. 
They both give good views of valleys below , 
and the one where we hiked has a pleasant 
view of Manchester and surroundings. The trai 
follows the old Rootville Road, now no more 
than a rocky jeep trail. We hadn't encountered 
much traffic on previous trips but this time met 
several 4-wheel-drive vehicles and a group of 
four 4-w heelers. 

As we settled on the rock to enjoy the 
view and eat our lunch, a strong, cold wind 
struck us: so we weren't inspired to linger 
longer than necessary . We returned to our cars 
and homes, pleased that w e hadn't let the dark 
cloud spoil the day for us. 


INTERVIEW WITH W. CHURCHILL SCOTT 

12 June 1999 - By Herb Ogden 

I interviewed Churchill while driving him to and from the Green Mountain Club's Annual 
Meeting at Stratton, where he received an Honorary' Life Membership in recognition of his 
years of service to the Killington Section and the Club. 

Churchill graduated from high school in 1932. Willis Ross, a postal employee in Rutland, 
supervised Churchill in Killington Section trail crews in 1933 and probably 1932. It was the 
depth of the depression and Churchill could not find a job, so Ross recruited him to be care- 
taker at "Porky Camp,” the closed camp on Killington Peak near the present Cooper Lodge. 
Churchill spent the summer of 1934 there. His parents would drive up to Sherburne Pass with 
provisions. Though the hike to Killington was shorter via the Bucklin Trail, Churchill pre- 
ferred the scenic hike in from Sherburne Pass. 

The Killington Summit House was gone by the time Churchill first climbed Killington. 

He could see its foundation stone piles and some debris. The hotel lay between the Bucklin 
Trail and the pre-1999 Long Trail, just north of the Cooper Lodge spring. Its croquet lawn was 
the level spot just above Cooper Lodge. 

By the time Churchill began trail work in 1932 or 1933, the Long Trail alternate route 
around the w est side of Pico had been abandoned. He never took it. One of the alternate 
routes in the Pico-Killington saddle had also been abandoned? 

Churchill is familiar with the route of the old Carriage Road from Brewers Corners to 
Killington Peak. He does not know why the Bucklin Trail was built to replace it. 

After the 1938 hurricane made the LT between Pico and Killington impassable, Churchill 
was one of a crew who cleared it. He is not sure who superv ised the crew. It may have been 
Willis Ross if he was still alive then. The hurricane ended the building of Cooper Lodge in 
1938. Before the hurricane, materials were hauled up the Bucklin Trail. After it, they were 
hauled up the Juggernaut Trail from West Bridgewater, now abandoned to the Killington Ski 
Area's development. 

Sometime in the 1970s, Churchill and Preston Bristow scouted a new route for the LT 
from Gov. Clement Shelter to Cooper Lodge. It ascended west of the present route and went 
over Little Killington. The present route is not the first that Churchill remembers. The first he 
remembers followed the brook farther north than the present route does. About a mile north of 
Gov. Clement, it turned sharply west away from the brook. 

Somew hat north of Gov. Clement, an east-w est road crossed the LT. There were ruined 
buildings on it. (Perhaps one of them stood over the cellarhole GMC Field Supervisor Dave 
Hardy reported finding somew hat north of Gov. Clement in 1998.) 

Mortimer Proctor was higher-class than other Killington Section members Churchill 
thinks he did no trail work, but gave lots of money for the Long Trail Lodge. One of his co- 
horts from Proctor, named French, was active in the GMC. For a while, there was a GMC 
Proctor Section. It maintained the LT from Sherburne Pass north to perhaps Brandon Gap. 
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Killington Section, 

Director’s Meeting, from page 1 


4 mi. from Tucker-Johnson Shelter to the 
north. Dave said he is leaning toward a 
three-sided structure and that it would be 
100 yards off the trail. The selected site is 
by a permanent stream. He needs to make 
sure the shelter is not going to be too near 
a possible proposed lift and therefore 
needs to talk to Killington-Pico about their 
development plans. 

Plans are to leave the old Pico Camp until 
the new one is built but Sue Thomas and 
others warned that a big chunk cut out of 
the porch of the badly w orn structure is 
"really hazardous." 

Trail Maintenance: The section is fortu- 
nate to have had volunteers from various 
parts of the country' working for the past 
three weeks on the Bucklin Trail. This in- 
cluded a second stream crossing. Bill Ro- 
bichaud was \ery pleased w ith the quality 
of the w ork. He added that overgrowih of 
nettle was becoming a problem and that 
every' hiker should put a pair of clippers in 
his backpack. Others present however sug- 
gested that we have excellent trails com- 
pared to "up north." the long section from 
Johnson up through Hazen's Notch being 
described as "nettle heaven." While not in 
our section the nettles up around New 
Boston are described as "terrible." It was 
noted that the lower part of the Canty Trail 
is getting brushed in and clipping was 
needed. Herb will seek Bill Robichaud's 
input on a thank you letter to the volun- 
teers who worked on the Bucklin Trail. 

Memorial Contribution: It w as moved 
and unanimously approved that the 
Killington Section make a SI 00.00 contri- 
bution out of its general fund to the Long 
Trail Protection Fund in memory of Ira 
Haw ley . Al and Roma Pulling will write 
something up for the Herald about the con- 
tribution and about Ira's many years of ser- 
vice to the Killington Section and the hik- 
ing community. 

Smoke <£ Blazes: Kim Jackson has re- 
signed as editor but will keep going for a 
while until a replacement is found. 

Vermont Grocers Association Hike: 

The Vermont Grocers Association, who 
apparently will be meeting at Killington, 
has requested that a member of the 


section lead them on a hike Friday, Sept. 

15, around Killington Peak. The leader 
would meet them at 10 a.m. at the base of 
the gondola, ride up with them to the sum- 
mit. then perhaps hike down the spur trail 
to Cooper Lodge and the LT. In return 
they would contribute S200 to the section. 
Herb appealed for volunteers with the time 
and inclination to lead it. He himself had 
initially agreed to do it but subsequently 
had a scheduling conflict. 

Hike Publicity: The section hasn't had a 
publicity chairman in some time and pub- 
licity' on upcoming hikes has been lacking. 
Gretchen volunteered to take up the slack 
by calling the Herald and The Mountain 
Times. We particularly want to get listed 
in the Herald calendar where our events 
haven't been included the past couple of 
weeks. This may be their fault as well as 
their calendar person just left and a new 
one is being trained. Herb volunteered to 
send the hike schedule to the Shopper, the 
Good News, the Mountain Times, the 
Manchester Journal, and the Black River 
Tribune Meanwhile. Herb has prepared an 
excellent fact sheet on the section which 
he plans to post at major trailheads. We 
should also make a better effort to post our 
hike schedule on store bulletin boards as 
well as at the library. 

Treasurer’s Report: Al Pulling reported 
that there is presently $943.88 in the 
checking account and SI 346.22 in the sav- 
ings account. There is also a Killington 
Section CD worth $1263.79. The Kirk 
Fund has a balance of $777.61 w ith 
SI 4.606.94 presently in the Kirk Fund CD. 
The section presently has 74 members in- 
cluding 19 family members, 14 life mem- 
bers, and 4 1 individual members. Count- 
ing all the family members there are 93 
members in all. 

Hiking Group from Wales: Sue Thomas 
noted that there is a hiking group from 
Wales coming over in October and they 
want to do a program for us at Green 
Mountain College, Poultney. Beyond that 
there isn't too much information at 
present, though any program would proba- 
bly be more convenient and attract a larger 
audience if it were held at a Rutland loca- 
tion such as the city library ’s Fox Room. It 
could cost us for stamps if w e w anted to 
send a mailing. 


James P Taylor Event: Herb announced 
the section has agreed to sponsor a James 
P. Tay lor Series event. Connie 
Youngstrom will help w ith the planning. 

Hiking Gnome: Hundreds of hot sweaty 
hikers have enjoyed an ice cold, brook- 
chilled soda this summer courtesy of the 
"Hiking Gnome(s)." These unnamed bene- 
factors have distributed over 900 sodas 
near the Kieffer Road in Shrewsbury , 
leaving them in the stream for hikers who 
then deposit the empties in a bag provided 
for that purpose. Grateful hikers hav e 
noted the kindness in a number of trail 
registers, but the good times are ending as 
Labor Day is the cutoff. The gnomes not 
only put the sodas out. they purchase them 
themselves. We won't give you their iden- 
tities but the initials are J.P. and G.C. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned 
at 9:55 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jake Sherman. Secretary 


DEADLINE FOR 
NEXT ISSDE OF 

smoke & Blazes 

IS 

January 10, 2001 

You can send your stories 
handwritten, typewritten, 
or via email to: 


Kim Jackson. P0 Box 346, 
Bridgewater Corners, VT 05035 
P 802-672-3157 
Email: kapr@vermontel.net 
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Killington Section Green Mountain Club - Outing Schedule Winter 2001 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown. Participants should bring lunch unless noted. 
Non-members are welcome! Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. 

Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. 

Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Sat. Oct 21 - 9 00 am LAKOTA LAKE TO NOTOWN ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL. 9 mi. and about 1500' total climb; difficult 
Walk road from Barnard to Bridgewater Hollow, abandoned about 140 years ago, south as far as the Appalachian Trail near 
Lakota Lake Then hike the AT west along ridges to Notown. Some good views and cellar holes. Return after 5pm. Herb Og- 
den (h) 775-1350 (w) 775-3368 

Sun, Oct 22 - 10:00 am WORK PARTY. Simple preventative maintenance on the swinging bridge at Clarendon Gorge Tools 
provided. Bob Perkins 773-0184 

Sun. Oct 29 - BIKE TRIP. Ripton area, 12-14 mi Mostly dirt roads, moderately hilly. Meet at 10am at ROBERT FROST IN- 
TERPRETIVE TRAIL. ROUTE 125. Ruth Hare (d) 747-6121 ext 1152 (e) 223-1196 

Sat. Nov 4 - AT HIKE IN MOUNT TABOR 9:00 am Hike the AT north to Little Rock Pond, returning on the Green Mtn Trail, or 
possibly head south to Baker Peak for some late autumn views. Mileage variable 8-12 mi, moderate. Connie Youngstrom 492- 
3502 

Sat. Nov 1 1 - 10:00 am HISTORY WALK - CHAMPLAIN FEEDER CANAL Follow the tow path along the historic feeder 
canal in Fort Edward, NY Explore the remains of the old locks, with signs explaining their operation and the significance of the 
canal in the region's history. Possible side trip to the new visitor's center on Roger’s Island, featuring models of the two pre- 
revolutionary forts once sited there, and artifacts Flat, easy walk, 3-5 mi at your discretion. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Sat Nov 18 5:30pm - ANNUAL FALL POTLUCK SUPPER Unitarian Church Join us for our annual potluck and slide presen- 
tation (possibly of Nepal). Bring a dish to share (with some good food in it) and a place setting, everyone welcome Sue 
Thomas 773-2185 

Sat Dec 9 10 00 am - MYSTERY HIKE Moderate snowshoe or hike, depending on conditions. Gretchen Crowley 483-9448 

Sat Dec 16 10:00 am - SPRING LAKE SKI TOUR Shrewsbury. About 3 mi, easy to moderate. Follow wood roads from 
Spring Lake Ranch to the Long Trail and then south to Patch Hollow. Beaver ponds, views and an old home site with orchard 
Good for any moderately experienced skier. Call if in doubt whether we're skiing, snowshoeing or hiking. Return about 2pm 
Herb Ogden (h) 775-1350 (w) 775-3368 

Sun. Jan 7 9am - MYSTERY HIKE Moderate Ski, snowshoe or hike depending on conditions. Jerry Parker 747-4439 

Sun. Jan 14 9 30am - HIKE AND HOT DOG ROAST - Half Moon State Park, Bomoseen. Mileage variable, ski or snowshoe if 
conditions are favorable Bring hot dogs, or whatever, to roast over the fire Hot drinks will be provided Roma and Al Pulling 
773-6997 

Fri. Jan 19 7:00pm GMC TAYLOR SERIES - TRAIL MAGIC Jeannie Hines presents slides, music and stories from her 1997 
Appalachian Trail thru hike from Georgia to Maine. Unitarian Church, West Street, Rutland. Admission $4 members, $7 non- 
members. Refreshments available 

Sat Jan. 20 9:30am - OLD TURNPIKE ROAD / LT SNOWSHOE, Killington. About 5 mi, moderate Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Sat. Jan 27 - JOINT TRIP WITH THE BREADLOAF SECTION - MOOSALAMOO MTN - We'll snowshoe, walk or ski depend- 
ing on conditions. 4-5 mi, moderate. Call leaders for meeting time and place Gordon and Helen Cawood 352-4310 

WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? Our next schedule will include January through April. Please call Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 or 
Sue Thomas 773-2185 by January 10 to guarantee a spot on our schedule. 


October 2000 
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| Interview with Craigue Perkins - 21 May 1991 

| by Herb Ogden 

| I interviewed Craigue at his home on the Old Turnpike Road (Elbow Road) in 
| Mendon. His wife was present, but I don't think any of the following information 
$ came from her. The purpose of the interview was to determine the uses that had been 
l made of the land between Sherburne Pass and Killington Peak, so the Green Moun- 
| tain Club could use the information to help the National Park Service get the best 
| route for the Appalachian Trail (hence also the Long Trail) on the best terms. 

| 1 asked about Mortimer Proctor, who granted the public an easement to use the 

|j Long Trail over land he once owned. Craigue said Mortimer Proctor was a figure- 
i head rather than a doer in the GMC. He knew nothing about the deed by which Mor- 
| timer Proctor gave the public the right to pass over Vermont Marble Company land 
i from Sherburne Pass south toward Killington. Proctor did no trail work. Proctor was 
| not an outdoors person and had little contact w ith the Killington Section. He was 
4 pleasant but had no social contact with the Killington Section. He never heard Proc- 
I tor express an opinion on anything. Proctor gave the right to build Cooper Lodge. 

4 Craigue was not sure when this area was last logged. He graduated from high 
| school in 1920 and began hiking it around 1923. He did not recall seeing any logging 

* roads, skid roads, or brush from logging. 

The Killington Section always maintained this part of the LT. The fire lookout 
I who was stationed at the fire tower on Pico Peak (since moved to Killington Peak) 

I probably did no maintenance. The ground return phone line (of which a few insulator 
I pegs can still be seen attached to old trees in 1999) was installed in the 1930s. He is 
I not sure when it was abandoned. It served the fire lookout tower. 

? The central Green Mountain Club erected a metal camp on Killington Peak He 
? was there riveting seams in black fly season The materials were hauled up from the 
J west, probably with a horse. They probably used the LT. (This does not seem con- 
J sistent with coming up from the west.) They may have had to make more than one 
I 'rip. 

‘ Pedestrian use of the LT varied; he probably could not even give an average 

* number of hikers per year. When he was in high school, he knew few people who 

“ hiked up there. He graduated from high school in 1 920. When he was on the trail, he 

* usually met no one. He could not guess use in the 1930s; it went in cycles. Other uses 

* of the LT included snowshoe hikes. 

f His first ascent of Killington, probably when he was in high school, was probably 
¥ up the Bucklin Trail. They pulled toboggans up with blankets and slept at a metal 
¥ camp once. They also went up the Bucklin Trail another w inter. He recalls no snow- 

* shoe hikes from Sherburne Pass to Pico Shelter (now Pico Camp). He does not recall 
$ skiing on the LT. George Peck and others skied down the west side of Killington, 

%. probably on the Bucklin Trail. 

$ The Long Trail is more worn in recent years, but the first half mile south of Sher- 
$ bume Pass was always muddy. 

| To reach Cooper Lodge from Sherburne Pass, he may usually have used the al- 
| temate trail that went west around Pico (from Pico Jet. to a point south of Pico Peak, 
l shown on old guidebooks). I don't think he said why. 

| The Bucklin Trail was opened about when Perkins began to be active. The Car- 
4 riage Road from Brewers Comers to Killington Peak was still passable then. 

4 He thinks he hired people, maybe the Bucklin boys, to clear the LT after the 
4 1938 hurricane. 

4 The Hellebore Trail up Blue Ridge Mountain existed since about the time he be- 
4 gan hiking. It was not used much. He was vague on when it was replaced by the 
4 Canty Trail. When he began hiking, the Killington Section barely existed. 

The GMC used to be more of a social affair then than it is now . Perhaps there 

* used to be fewer competing social activities. The Killington Section used to put more 

* pressure on members to do trail work. When he was a GMC Trustee, it was the same 
I in other Sections. The Worcester Section was the most active in trail work. The 

I Killington Section kept an average balance between socializing and working out- 
f doors. 

MUMMMMMMtmmmmi 


Smoke Sr Blazes 
Seeks New 
Volunteer Editor 

It is with regret that I must pass 
the baton for the position of volunteer 
editor of Smoke Blazes to another 
member interested in being the new 
editor. 

Smoke & Blazes is published quar- 
terly, coordinating with the outing 
schedule's different seasons. Very lit- 
tle needs to be typed as members and 
directors send their reports and arti- 
cles by email or disk. Those that do 
need to be typed are usually short 
pieces. I have used Microsoft Pub- 
lisher to create the newsletter, but any 
software will work. The only other 
aspect that you should be conscious of 
is proofreading, which I do once the 
entire newsletter is laid out. From 
there, other members become y our 
support team in producing the finished 
product. 

The newsletter is copied/printed 
in Rutland at Prime Offset and then 
Roma and Al Pulling, along with other 
volunteers, prepare the newsletter for 
mailing. 

Smoke & Blazes is by far a team 
effort. If it weren't for its contributors 
and those who take the newsletter 
from print to distribution, it would 
never happen! What I’m try ing to say 
is that producing the newsletter is fun 
and you are contributing to your GMC 
section . . . and you don't have to do it 
all by yourself! 

In the section’s Annual Report. 
Herb mentioned that the section be- 
lieves that Smoke & Blazes is the old- 
est continuously published section 
newsletter. Let's keep the spirit going! 

If you are interested in taking on 
the newsletter, please call me at 802- 
672-3 1 57 or email me at 
kapr@vermontel.net, or contact Herb 
at 775-1350 or lco@together.net. 

Thanks, 

Kim Jackson 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand 
that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly). Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership 
card. Dues help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and 
throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

DUES NAME: 

Individual $ 27 (Si 9 tax-deductible)* 

Family S 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* ADDRESS: 

Individual Lifetime S500 (entirely tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (entirely tax-deductible) 

* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 

or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. TELEPHONE: 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C., the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Mt. Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club. Inc. 

I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail work, 

shelter work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: . 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting the 

Killington Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
RFD 3, Box 7269 
Rutland VT 05701 




r OBert& 


Primed on recycled paper. 
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Killington Section - Green Mountain Club 
Director’s Meeting: January 2, 2001 


Present: 

Herb Ogden, Bob Perkins, Bill Ro- 
bichaud, A1 Pulling, Sue Thomas, 

Gretchen Crowley, Connie Youngstrom, 
Ruth Gibbud, Jake Sherman, and guest 
Mark Youngstrom. GMC Director of 
Field Operations Dave Hardy was absent 
due to illness. 

Secretary 's Mini tes: 

The minutes of the Aug. 22 directors 
meeting were unanimously approved with 
no additions or corrections. These minutes 
have already appeared in the October, 
2000, issue of Smoke <& Blazes. 

Bucklin Trail Controversy : 

The past few months have seen grow ing 
controversy over measures taken to reduce 
and eliminate usage by ATVs or other mo- 
torized vehicles of the Bucklin Trail, the 
popular side trail from Wheelerville Road 
to the Long Trail and ultimately Killing- 
ton Peak. 


reluctant to ban it completely due to log- 
ging. The upper portion of the trail is on 
land owned by the state. It is illegal to run 
ATVs on state land without permission 
and such use is subject to fine. Bill Ro- 
bichaud reported that about four years ago 
the state was giving consideration to find- 
ing a new route for the Bucklin but later 
changed its mind and told Dave Hardy it 
wanted the GMC to keep the trail on the 
road. 

It was finally decided that the Killington 
Section along with the GMC should 
request that Conrad Motyka, chief of the 
Vermont Forest, Parks & Recreation 
Department, and the City tell us their stand 
on motorized vehicle traffic on the trail. 
State forestry official Gary Salmon has 
suggested that the best response would be 
a joint state/city/USFS statement. Another 
thought was to contact the Appalachian 
Trail Conference (ATC) to see if they be- 
come involved in side trail issues. 


Welcome New Members! 

Shelley Lutz 

3424 Quarterline Rd, 

Center Rutland, VT 05736 

Michael llyichcnko 

201 Skyline Dr, Coram, NY 11727 

Susan Corrigan 

16 US Rt 4. Rutland. VT 05701-9737 

C Stark Biddle 

5 Court St, Rutland, VT 05701 

Janet Estelle 

3119 Middle Rd. 

N Clarendon, VT 05759 

Sarah Fearing 

90 Center St. Apt 2. Rutland. VT 05701 

Ken Railing 

29A Royce St, Rutland. VT 05701 

Stephen/Diana Williams 

682 Vt Rt 30. West Paw let, VT 05775 


In October a letter-to-the-editor writer to 
the Rutland Herald complained 
about the boulders and tank traps that 
have been set up to discourage motorized 
traffic. Herb Ogden responded in Novem- 
ber with a letter defending these measures, 
noting that ATVs had destroyed half the 
water bars on the upper portion of the 
Bucklin and these would require hundreds 
of man hours to replace. In December 
Herb's letter drew an irate and personal 
response from an ATVer. 

Directors felt it was important to approach 
the issue in a calm manner, avoid fruitless 
exchanges, and explain the legalities. It 
was also important to involve the state, the 
city of Rutland, and the main club. The 
city of Rutland owns the watershed from 
the Wheelerville Road to the Killington 
line and does not want to encourage mo- 
torized use that would adversely affect 
water quality. Nevertheless it might be 


Gov. Clement Shelter: 

Herb, Dave Hardy, and others have given 
much thought to the wording of a sign at 
the shelter that would make clear that it 
was primarily intended for nighttime use 
by backpackers. One draft stated: 
"Welcome to the Governor Clement Shel- 
ter. This shelter is maintained by the Green 
Mountain Club for public use; overnight 
use is limited to backpackers only. Contin- 
ued overnight use that discourages back- 
packers w ill result in removal of this shel- 
ter." Various modifications of this wording 
were discussed and it was also suggested 
that additional wording to the effect that 
the shelter "may be patrolled" would help 
stem mayhem and vandalism by rowdy 
partiers. Al Pulling said he had been up to 
the shelter last fall and put in two center 
posts. This is important since a heavy load 
of snow on an unsupported roof could 
cave it in. 


Come spring Bill and Greg Western, the 
GMC Assistant Director of Field 
Operations, plan to eyeball a possible relo- 
cation of the trail around the shelter. Also 
suggested was that we encourage the main 
club to scout out potential sites for a sec- 
ond shelter between Clarendon Shelter and 
Cooper Lodge. This shelter would more or 
less replace Tamarack Shelter which was 
taken down a few years ago because of its 
proximity to Killington's Juggernaut Ski 
Trail. There was discussion as to whether 
this shelter would be better sited higher up 
at or near Consultation Point or lower 
down near a brook. It was noted that Con- 
sultation Point might be too w indy and 
exposed. 

There continues to be discussion about 
preventing access to Gov. Clement 
Shelter by vehicles. Dave Hardy has noted 

Continued on page three 
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Killington Section Directors, 
including Officers 

Year m parenthesis indicates end of three year term 

President: 

Herbert G. Ogden 
20 Birchwood Ave., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-1350 eves, 

775-3368 workdays 

E-mail lco@together.net (2003) 

Vice-President: 

Connie Youngstrom 
Box 1 160 

Shrewsbury, VT 05738 (2003) 

Secretary: 

Jacob R. Sherman 
48 Morse Place, 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 775-2784 (2004) 

Treasurer: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
883 U.S. Rt. 4 East 
Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. 773-6997 

E-mail ral37@juno.com (2003) 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT. 05701 
Tel. 773-0184 (2003) 

Raymond Catozzi (2003) 

RuthGibbud (2003) 

Gretchen Crowley (2003) 

Sue Thomas (2003) 

Killington Section members of 
Green Mt. Club Board of Directors 

Director: 

Alfred L. Pulling 
see above info (2003) 

Alternate: 

Connie Youngstrom 
(2003) 


Smoke & Blazes Editor: 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Dr., 

Rutland VT, 05701 
Tel. (802) 773-0184 
Email: RPerkins@aol.com 


From The Field . 

PLYMOUTH FIVE CORNERS 

October 7, 2000 
by Roma Pulling, leader 

Nine of us met at the park on a very 
frosty morning and proceeded to Plymouth 
Five Corners, where we were met by three 
people who live in that area. The weather, 
although cool and breezy, was ideal for hik- 
ing. 

Five Comers was settled as the result of 
a gold rush in the late 19th century. For a 
while there were mills, a blacksmith shop, a 
school, store and hotel, but it did not prove 
to be a profitable enterprise. Now all that 
remains are foundations of former buildings. 
Five comers are formed by roads running to 
South Woodstock, Reading, Hale Hollow 
Road, Coolidge State Park, and one that con- 
nects with Rt 100 near the Coolidge Ceme- 
tery. Two of these roads are closed to traffic 
now. 

Our first goal was to inspect the re- 
mains of a foundation in the brook believed 
to be that of one of the mills. Leaving our 
cars parked in that area, we walked up 
Bradley Hill, looking for cellar holes as we 
climbed. The Plymouth residents were help- 
ful with this enterprise, and we were able to 
locate four. Continuing on Bradley Hill, we 
kept to our right where there is a sign for the 
Five Comers Cemetery and walked there. 

We w ere interested to find a listing of the 
burials under glass near the entrance gate. 

Finding comfortable places to sit, we 
ate our lunch in the cemetery and then re- 
turned to our cars. This is an area that never 
fails to arouse my interest. 

PATCH HOLLOW 

December 16, 2000 
by Herb Ogden, Leader 

This was meant to be a ski tour, but the 
half-dozen participants all walked instead. 

We did meet a skier on one of Spring Lake 
Ranch's trails, but he said it was uncomfort- 
ably bony. The bridges on the relocated 
Long Trail leading south to Patch Hollow 
would have been especially difficult with the 
shallow snow cover. 

Thanks to Spring Lake Ranch, there 
was plenty' of parking at its trailhead. Several 
cross country skiers had made a track west to 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter; we walked to the 
side of it, observ ing proper 
trail etiquette. We stopped briefly at the 
shelter and reflected that its predecessor, 
Sunnyside Camp, was once the Blue Trian- 
gle Camp and stood near Gov. Clement 
Shelter. We then followed the LT south 
through pretty winter woods to the old road 
up to Patch Hollow, which the 


relocation uses. Although the relo opened 
only in 1999, the old trail south ov er Button 
Hill could not be seen. 

At Patch Hollow, now that the weeds 
were down, we could see the little 
foundation just west of the LT. We also 
noted the old orchard. We wondered who 
lived there, and when. We lunched amidst 
the beavers’ handiwork (or should it be 
teethiwork) of many gnawed-dow n trees. 
They had even taken down some pretty big 
ones. The view south across their pond was 
pretty. 

We varied our route a little on the way 
back, using a Spring Lake trail that runs west 
of the LT. There were tracks of moose and 
other animals. This was a nice little three 
mile jaunt. 

HALF MOON STATE PARK 
January 14, 2001 
by Roma Pulling, leader 

This was a gloomy day because there 
was no sunshine, like so many days this win- 
ter, but the temperatures were comfortable 
and we actually had snow on the ground. It 
was one of the most enjoyable w inter out- 
ings I have been on in several years. 

We met four other hikers at the park 
and headed for Half Moon, passing Lake 
Bomoseen and Austin, Roach, Bresee and 
Black ponds on the way. Ice fishermen were 
out in large numbers, mostly on Lake Bo- 
moseen. We saw no one at Half Moon, even 
though there were tracks of hikers and skiers 
who had been there before us. Animal tracks 
were common too, especially those of deer 
who had been pawing in the snow under oak 
trees, perhaps to feed on acorns. 

Some people came equipped with both 
skis and snow shoes, but after some discus- 
sion we all headed out on snow shoes. Two 
people hiked all the way to High Pond while 
the rest of us went a short distance and then 
returned to a trail junction Alfred had chosen 
a place for our fire. We had used a plastic 
toboggan to haul wood and supplies in and 
now took those items off so we could use it 
for a table! On it we spread hot dogs, rolls, 
ketchup, mustard, hot beverages and cups. 

Meanwhile, Alfred had quickly built a 
fire, and by the time the hikers returned we 
were ready. It is amazing how good the hot 
dogs, coffee and even soup mix tastes in the 
outdoors, and we made the most of 
it. The subject of doing more hiking was 
discussed, but one person had another com- 
mitment and we made a day of it, returning 
home with very' pleasant memories. 
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in e-mail correspondence that the 
routes to the shelter could be regarded as 
driveways and blocked off with boulders. 

If vehicles were then parked on the town 
road, they would be in violation of block- 
ing a town road. 

Pico Camp: 

It is clear that the days of the present Pico 
Camp are numbered but no one has a defi- 
nite date for when the old and ailing struc- 
ture will come down. Meanwhile, there are 
plans for a new Pico Camp which w ill be 
erected on the new LT about a mile south 
of Route 4. This shelter will be built by the 
GMC but it is unclear whether Killington 
or the GMC is going to pay for it. We 
might put out a request for volunteer help 
to section members once construction gets 
closer. 

GMC Taylor Series: 

Arrangements and assignments were made 
for the next GMC Taylor Series lecture 
which is being hosted by the Killington 
Section. The event is entitled "Trail 
Magic” and will take place Friday, January 
19. at 7:00 P.M. at the Unitarian Church, 
West Street, in Rutland. Featured w ill be 
Jeannie Hines who will present slides, mu- 
;sic and stories from her 1997 Appalachian 
Trail thru hike from Georgia to Maine. 

Sue Thomas volunteered to take responsi- 
bility for posters and signage; Connie 
Youngstrom and Ruth Gibbud will share 
responsibility for refreshments; Bob 
Perkins w ill set up a GMC Exhibit on the 
back tables, and Herb Ogden will make 
sure the facility is ready and needed equip- 
ment such as a screen provided. Herb will 
also introduce the speaker. Sue and 
Gretchen will share publicizing the event 
to local media. There is a S50 rental fee to 
the church. It was decided that it would be 
much nicer and roomier to hold the 
event upstairs. 


Smoke & Blazes: 

Bob Perkins has risen to the challenge by 
volunteering to take over Smoke & Blazes 
from outgoing editor Kim Armstrong. Kim 
had appealed for a successor in the last 
two issues without success. 

Bob's willingness to take this on was con- 
ditioned on a replacement being 
found for him as co-chair with Bill Ro- 
bichaud of the Trails & Shelters 
Committee. A search for a replacement is 
now in progress. Special thanks 
to Bob for taking on this vital job. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Al Pulling reported that there was 
presently SI 007.63 in the section's check- 
ing account and $1,346.22 in the savings 
account. In the Kirk Fund savings there is 
S777.61. There are 14 life members, 19 
family members, and 53 individual mem- 
bers for a total of 86 memberships repre- 
senting 105 actual members. 

Annual Meeting: 

A date of March 3 1 , 200 1 w as set for the 
Killington Section annual meeting. There 
will be no special program that night as the 
directors meeting and the main meeting 
take up a good bit of time after dinner. The 
terms of three directors will be expiring at 
this time but no additional candidates are 
needed unless any which to step forward. 

Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at about 9:00 
P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jake Sherman, Secretary 


On Spruce Ledge 

by Roma Pulling 

Since the day I read about the replace- 
ment for Ritterbush Camp being built 
south of Devil's Gulch in 1998, 1 was de- 
termined to see it. At the time of the dedi- 
cation May 1, 1999, we had other commit- 
ments; so our plans for that date were 
foiled. This fall (November 2000) an 
opportunity came our way when we were 
in northern Vermont visiting family. We 
spent the night in a motel, listening to elec- 
tion returns on TV, and early the next 
morning we were off. 

The trail starting on Route 1 18 had 
been relocated since Alfred and I were 
there in 1983, and we were momentarily 
confused by a side trail that seemed to 
head north whereas we wanted to go south. 
Getting oriented and picking up the Long 
Trail across the road from the new parking 
lot, we made good time on our route. The 
location of the old Ritterbush camp seems 
to have been completely obliterated, or at 
least we didn't see it, and we were soon at 
Devil's Gulch, a part of the trail that has 
always fascinated me with its boulders the 
size of houses, requiring a great deal of 
scrambling. The new shelter is .7 mile 
south of the gulch and about .6 mile on a 
side trail east of the LT. 

Spruce Ledge camp was built by the 
Laraway Section and other volunteers and 
has sliding doors and bunk space for eight 
campers. The area has been developed 
with a picnic shelter off to one side and a 
camping area with a bench. We were very 
favorably impressed and made use 
of the picnic facility to eat our lunch be- 
fore starting north on the trail to return to 
our car. The Laraway Section and other 
workers are to be congratulated on a job 
well done. 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSDE OF SMOKE &BIAZES is April 1, 2001 

You can send your stories to: 

Bob Perkins 

6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701 
P -18021 773-0184 
E-RPerkinsVT@aol.com 
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Killington Section Green Mountain Club • Outing Schedule Winter/Spring 2001 

Trips leave from Main Street Park at east end of Rutland City Fire Station at the time shown. Participants should bring lunch unless noted. 
Non-members are welcome! Wear sturdy, weather-resistant footgear, dress for weather changes, and stay with the leader. 

Distances are approximate; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call trip leader. 

Leaders are not necessarily trained in first aid. If you ride with someone, please share car expense. 

Sat Jan 27; Call for time and meeting place JOINT TRIP WITH THE BREADLOAF SECTION - MOOSALAMOO MTN - We'll 
snowshoe, walk or ski depending on conditions 4-5 mi, moderate. Gordon and Helen Cawood 352-4310. 

Sat. Feb 3, 9 a m Return after 4 p.m. BARNARD DISTRICT NO. 2 from the Smith Hill Rd. in Stockbridge Ski tour, snow- 
shoe, or walk, depending on snow cover. Call the leader to find out. Up to 8 mi., moderate for snowshoers, difficult for skiers, 
although entirely on old roads. Visit the long abandoned part of Barnard east of Delectable Mountain and see what the early 
settlers' life must have been like in winter Leader: Herb Ogden 775-1350. 

Sun. Feb. 11; Noon. Return after 5 p.m. SHREWSBURY PEAK. Ski out to the trail crossing, then switch to snowshoes to 
climb to the summit. Difficult 6-7 miles. Meet at the Shrewsbury Meeting House and then carpool to Tin Shanty. Call for de- 
tails. Leaders: Mark and Connie Youngstrom 492-3502. 

Sun. Feb 18; Please call for location and time SLEDDING PARTY. Bring sleds, toboggans, inner tubes, or whatever you 
have. Suitable for kids and the young at heart! Cocoa and other hot drinks provided, dress warmly Leader: Gretchen Crowley 
459-2098. 

Sat. Feb. 24 10 a m. LAKE NINEVAH Mt. Holly Snowshoe, Ski or Hike Moderate 5-6 miles round trip Leader: Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

Sat March 3; 10 a m THE BIG ROCK. Snowshoe on the slopes of Shrewsbury Peak to visit the largest glacial erratic in 
Shrewsbury Not appropriate for skis or walking, moderate to difficult Leaders Barry and Barbara Griffith 492-3573 

Sat. March 10; Call for time PICO PEAK Snowshoe Hike from Rte 4 to the proposed site of the new Pico camp Moderate, 
under 4 miles Leader: Bill Robichaud 775-2567 

Sat. March 17; 1 p m. GLEN DAM Rutland Hike, Ski or Snowshoe depending on weather, refreshments following About 2 
miles, easy. Leaders: Roma and Al Pulling 773-6997. 

Sat. March 31; 5:30 p.m KILLINGTON SECTION ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK SUPPER. Bring utensils and a dish 
to share, coffee and hot drinks provided. Followed by a short meeting and election of officers. All are invited to bring photos to 
share of club hikes or trips Non-members are welcome! Unitarian Church, West Street, Rutland. 

Sun. April 1; 10 a m MYSTERY HIKE. Moderate. Leader: Gretchen Crowley 459-2098 Please call for details. 

Sat April 7; 10 a m. LYE BROOK FALLS. Manchester. A moderate 4 mile hike to one of Vermont’s highest waterfalls Some 
steep climbing Leader: Sue Thomas 773-2185. 

Sat. April 14; 10 a m MT. HANLEY. West Rutland. Easy to moderate with a few steep climbs Raindate will be May 15. 
Leader: Ray Catozzi 773-7006. 

Sat April 21; Call for time and details. SUCKER BROOK TRAIL. Goshen/Ripton. 6-7 miles, easy to moderate. Gordon and 
Helen Cawood 352-4310. 

Sun April 22; 1 p.m CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE SERIES. Easy. 1-2 miles. Jerry Parker 747-4439. 

Sun April 29; 1 p.m. Return after 4:30 p m LONG TRAIL from Rt. 103 to Lottery Rd. in Shrewsbury. Ascending the Great 
Gorge Gulch to Gorge Lookout, passing Clarendon Shelter, and getting a nice view from Beacon Hill Return via Adams Rd 
and attempt to find the cemetery 4.5 miles, moderate Leader: Herb Ogden 773-1350. 

WANT TO LEAD A HIKE? Our next schedule will include May through September. Please call Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 
or Sue Thomas 773-2185 by April 1 to guarantee a spot on our schedule. 
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j Harold C. Rogers J 

♦ 1916-2000 { 

a Harold Rogers was a loyal member of the Killington Section for * 

$ many years before he was forced to discontinue hiking due to physical $ 

♦ problems. He had been a Board Member and a good hike leader. A lot ♦ 

♦ of old-timers remember the winter hikes he led nearly every year on the ♦ 
f Quarterline Road in Rutland Town. There was always a saw in his 

♦ right hand. Harold said he couldn't hike without something to carry, 

4 and that saw came in handy many times when the group wanted to 

| build a fire at lunchtime. | 

♦ * 

♦ When Harold passed away October 2 1 he was a resident of Genesis I 
j Eldercare. but his home was on Kendall Avenue with his wife. Alberta. J 
J He was the father of five daughters and three sons by his first wife, 

I Florence, who predeceased him. He had worked as a carpenter, also at a 
| Vermont Tubbs. Wilson Moving and Storage, and at Trinity Episcopal | 
i Church as sexton. Those who knew him have many fond memories. | 

♦ * 

MMmMMMMMIMM MMMM 

Letters From The Field . . . 

Greetings. We have received the generous $100 contribution from the 
Killington Section in memory of Ira Hawley. We very much appreciate this 
support in honor of a long-time member of the GMC who was a strong 
supporter of the Long Trail Protection Campaign. Please convey our thanks 
to all members of the Section. 

Robert L. Lincoln, Jr. 

Director of Development 
Green Mountain Club 


Dear Mr. Ogden, 

1 met you at the trailhead parking lot on hwy Vt. 140 on 23 Sept., a wet 
Saturday morning. We were all hiking up White Rocks Mt. I was thru- 
hiking the LT at the time. 1 am glad to say that I arrived at the northern 
terminus on 8 Oct, and I am now back at home in Alabama with my family. 
My purpose in writing is to commend you, as GMC President of the 
Killington Section, for the condition of the LT from Vt. 140 to Sherburne 
Pass. This was one of my favorite sections of the trail. As a hiker, 1 would 
like to thank you and your supporters/maintainers for the obvious hard 
work that has gone into the maintenance of this section of the LT. Please ... 
keep up the good work. Herb. 

Warmest regards, 

E.T. 


January ZOOl 

Bob Perkins New 
Smoke & Blazes 
Editor 

Bob Perkins has graciously volun- 
teered to continue publishing Smoke & 
Blazes starting with the next issue in 
April. 1 have enjoyed compiling the 
issues for the section, but it is time for 
me to pass the torch. For the April 1 
deadline, please remember to submit 
anything to Bob. at the address listed 
on page three. It has been a pleasure 
receiving all the fun stuff about the 
section over the past few years! 

Sincerely, 

Kim Jackson 

4 . 

I 

Killington Section 
of the 

Green Mountain 
Club 

Annual Meeting 
and 

Potluck Supper 

Saturday, March 31 
5:30 p.m. 
Unitarian Church 
West Street, Rutland 

Bring utensils and a dish to 
share. Coffee and hot drinks pro- 
vided. Supper will be followed by 
a short meeting and election of 
officers. All are invited to bring 
photos to share of club hikes or 
trips. Nonmembers welcome! 


KILLINGTON SECTION, GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

I/we apply for membership in the Killington Section, a chapter of the Green Mountain Club. I/we understand 
that I/we will receive the Long Trail News (club quarterly), Smoke and Blazes (section quarterly with schedule 
of outings, work parties, and social events), reduced rates at most shelters with caretakers, and a membership 
card. Dues help maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 - Route 4, plus side trails) and 
throughout the Long Trail system in Vermont. 

DUES NAME: 

Individual S 27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

Family $ 35 ($25 tax-deductible)* ADDRESS: 

Individual Lifetime $500 (entirely tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (entirely tax-deductible) 

* People who volunteer substantial time for the Section or the G.M.C., 

or whose income is unusually low, may deduct $7 from dues. TELEPHONE: 

The Killington Section collects dues on a calendar year basis. As required by the G.M.C., the Killington Section retains 20% of annual dues 
and passes the rest on to the central Green Mt. Club. All Section members are also members of the Green Mountain Club. Inc. 

I/We would like information about volunteering for the following activities (circle your choices): trail work, 
shelter work, signmaking, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other: 

I/We also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund, supporting the 

Killington Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

Please make checks payable to Killington Section, G.M.C. 

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer / 1 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

883 US Route 4 East ‘ 

Rutland VT 05701-9038 




Primed on recycled paper. 
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Killington Section Holds 2001 Annual Meeting and Pot Luck 


By Jake Sherman, Secretaiy 

The March 31 meeting was as 
usual held at the Unitarian 
Church in Rutland. Following a 
tasty potluck supper, it was called 
to order about 6:35 by Pres. Herb 
Ogden. About 30 members were 
in attendance. 

Secretary’s Minutes: The 

minutes from the 2000 annual 
meeting were unanimously 
approved. They' had previously 
appeared in Smoke & Blazes . 

Treasurer’s Report: A written 
report was provided by Al 
[hilling. As of tire end of the year 
2000 there was a total of 
$3,653.26 in assets with S965.63 
in the checking account, 
$1,375.49 in the savings account, 
and $1,312. 14 in a CD. The Kirk 
Trails & Shelters Fund ended the 
year with total assets of 
$13, 586.73, a gain of $385.33 
from the previous year. This 
consisted of $14,639.37 in CDs 
and a savings balance of S947.36. 
Meanwhile, the section has a total 
of 88 members, a gain of 10 from 
the previous y ear. There were 50 
individual members, 24 families, 
and 14 life members. If two were 
assigned for each family’ 


membership, the total would be 112. 
Al’s report was unanimously 
approved. In discussion it was noted 
that at least a part of the funds to 
replace Pico Camp might have to 
come from the Kirk Fund. It is still 
not known if the GMC will bear all 
the cost. Part of the money may also 
come from the .American Skiing Co. 

President’s and Trails & Shelters 
Reports: Herb Ogden and Trails & 
Shelters Chairman Bill Robichaud 
brought as up to date about section 
news in a variety of areas: 

Bucklin Trail: -- A few years ago 
this popular side trail from 
Wheelerville Road to the summit of 
Killington Peak began to be heavily 
used by all-terrain vehicles. The 
ATVs unfortunately wrecked 
numerous stone waterbars, 
particularly' on the upper half of the 
trail, which had taken many man- 
hours to build and required many- 
more to fix. To deal with the 
problem the state had “tank traps” 
and large boulders put in the trail, 
tore out some log bridges, and 
dragged deadwood onto the sides of 
die woodroad to narrow it. Some 
ATVers have protested these 
measures as “overkill”. Last fall the 
issue surfaced in the Rutland Herald 
letters column where a letter from 


Herb, in response to an ATVer’s 
letter, drew an irate response from 
another writer. State officials 
now feel that they may have acted 
too aggressively and should have 
first posted signs to warn the 
ATVers. Herb agreed that signs 
should have been posted first but 
expressed skepticism about their 
effectiveness. At any rate, state, 
federal and GMC people came 
together over the issue and there 
will be a concerted effort to 
enforce ATV prohibition on the 
trail this summer, possibly by 
contracting with sheriffs to 
provide policing. 

Gov. Clement Shelter - This 
venerable stone structure is the 
oldest shelter on the entire Long 
Trail. Unfortunately, it is easily 
accessible to normal vehicles and 
has become a popular spot for 
rowdy beer partiers who 
intimidate and discourage Inkers 
from staying there. Some 
guidebooks even make a point of 
warning hikers to avoid it. Signs, 
visits by Forest Service and law 
enforcement personnel, and a 
short trail relocation around the 
shelter are some of things the club 
is trying to do about the situation. 

See Page 3 Meeting 
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Killington Section Directors: 

Term expiring in 2002: 

Ruth Gibbud* 

Herbert Ogden* 

William Robichaud 

Term expiring In 200): 

Gretchen Crowley 
Alfred Pulling* 

Susan Thomas 

Term expiring In 2004: 

Robert Perkins* 

Jacob Sherman* 

Connie Youngstrom* 

* Indicates second consecutive three year term, 
not eligible for reelection. 

Killington Section Officers 

President: 

Herbert G. Ogden 
20 Birchwood Avenue 
Rutland. VT 053701 
775-1350 evenings 
775-3368 workdays 
lco@togetlier.net 

Vice- President: 

Connie Youngstrom 
Box 1160 

Shrewsbury. VT 05738 

492-3502 

marky@sover.net 

Secretary: 

Jacob R. Sherman 
48 Morse Place 
Rutland. \T 05701 
775-2784 
JakeVT@aol.com 

Treasurer: 

Alfred L Pulling 
883 U S.Roule 4 East 
Rutland. VT 05701 
773-6997 
ral37@juiio.com 

Historian: 

Robert Perkins 

Killington Section 
Representatives to GMC 

Director: 

Alfred L. Pulling 

Alternate: 

Connie Youngstrom 

Smoke & Blazes Editor 

Robert Perkins 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 
773-0184 

Rl' erkinsVT@aol.com 
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from/ the/ Editor 

It is with mixed feelings of nostalgia and anticipation that I 
step into the capable shoes of Kim Jackson who has so 
competently edited this publication for the last several years. 

I remember helping my parents, Craigue and Man' Perkins, 
crank the mimeograph machine in our Irving room to tum out 
copies of the early issues of Smoke and Blazes which they 
inaugurated in October, 1948. For half a century while I was 
away from Rutland, S&B was my primary, almost only, 
connection with the club. I could not tum down the 
opportunity to continue the Killington Section tradition of 
sponsoring the oldest continuously published section newsletter 
in the Green Mountain Club. 

.Another attraction of this assignment for me is the excuse it 
gives me to learn desktop publishing. My professional 
computing experience did not include that skill, but 1 am 
making good progress. 

A concern was that there might be a shortage of material to fill 
the pages. Ifs clear that this hasn't been a problem for this 
issue. My sincere thanks go to all who contributed. I 
encourage hike leaders to continue to send in their reports, and 
I invite everyone to submit suggestions, letters to the editor, or 
pieces on any topic that might be of interest to fellow members. 
My e-mail and snail-mail addresses are at the bottom of the 
column to the left 

I hope to publish S&B quarterly in February, May, August, and 
Noverber. Over the years the schedule as varied: sometimes 
three, four, or six times a year. In its earliest years S&B was a 
monthly. In those days first class postage was three cents. 


Don’t Forget to Renew 

Green Mountain Club and Killington Section dues 
are collected on a calendar year basis. 

If dues are not paid for year 2001 
you probably will receive no more issues of 
Long Trail News or Smoke & Blazes. 
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Meeting 

Continued from Page 1 


At present we are negotiating 
with the Forest Service over how 
strongly worded the sign can be. 
There has also been discussion of 
digging a barrier between the 
road and the shelter but this is 
seen as a maximum measure. A 
few years ago the shelter’s middle 
support post was pulled out and 
still needs to be repaired. At 
some point we plan to go to the 
Shrewsbury Select Board and 
explain to them what's going on 
and what we’re living to do. 

Cooper Lodge — There is ongoing 
debate over whether this shelter, 
another venerable shelter in our 
section, originally built by the 
CCC in the 1930s. high up on the 
west face of Killington, should be 
removed. The shelter, for the past 
1 5 years or so, has been the 
responsibility of the main club 
and there is an adopter, Ruth 
Cooper Lamb, whose family 
name the shelter honors. 
However, damage to the shelter 
from skiers has become a chronic 
problem and every winter it takes 
a beating. Five or six years ago a 
new roof was put on, but, with 
people skiing off the roof, it now- 
leaks. The adopter has expressed 
the belief that the ski area should 
oversee the winter use of the 
shelter and that if that can’t be 
worked out the shelter ought to be 
abandoned and relocated 
elsewhere, Iltree years ago the 
directors passed a motion 
encouraging the ski area to do 
more on the upkeep of Cooper 
Lodge. 


Pico Camp — The present shelter will 
need to be replaced when the 
Killington-Pico interconnect is built 
and, at any rate, is not in good shape. 
Two sites for a new shelter are being 
considered on the new LT relocation. 
One is at the biggest brook between 
Route 4 and Pico Peak, wliile the other 
is higher up in a birch glade. The 
question with the latter site is whether 
the water source is good enough. 

Clarendon Gorge Bridge -- There is 
good news on this front. The bridge 
has been inspected by professional 
inspectors from the National Park 
Service and found to be in good 
condition, safe, and likely to last a 
long time. Moreover, the Park Service 
has agreed to inspect the structure 
ever} - two years. 

Rou f e 4 Trail Head -- We owe a debt 
to the Vermont Department of 
Traasportation and state highway 
crews for keeping the parking area of 
the new LT trail head on Rte. 4 
plowed out this winter. How’ever, this 
area on the south side of the highway 
about two miles below Sherburne Pass 
still has a rather rough appearance. 
There is a beautiful landscape 
architect’s plan for its development 
but at present no money to fund it. 

James P. Taylor Series: Section vice- 
pres. Connie Youngstrom reported that 
our sponsorsliip of a Taylor Series 
lecture on Jan. 19 w-as a success. The 
event was held at the Unitaiian Church 
and attracted more than 30 people, 
which was not bad at all considering 
the weather. The speaker was Jeannie 
Hines of Plainfield, NH, who 
presented in slides, masic and stories 
her Appalachian Trail thru hike from 


Georgia to Maine in 1997. 
Connie felt she did a nice job and 
had a great sense of humor. Herb 
asked if there was sentiment for 
hosting another Taylor lecture 
next year and Sue Thomas, who 
contributed posters and other 
publicity for this event, suggested 
scheduling it when the weather 
was better, perhaps during foliage 
season. It may be, however, that 
the series is only done during the 
winter months. A show of hands 
indicated support for sponsoring 
another event. 

Smoke & Blazes: Kim 

.Armstrong Jackson served 
admirably for a couple of years as 
editor of our publication but was 
finally compelled to relinquish 
the reins. Fortunately, she agreed 
to stay on until a successor was 
found. All are pleased that Bob 
Perkins has stepped forward to 
assume this responsibility. 

Bob said he was learning a lot 
about desktop publishing and 
thanked all who have submitted 
material to him. He reminded 
and encouraged liike leaders to 
submit their reports in a timely 
fashion. The newsletter comes out 
every three months and deadlines 
are the first or second week of the 
month of publication. 

Outings Committee: Sue and 
Connie have been handling this 
all-important committee that puts 
together the quarterly schedule of 
hikes, outings, and other get- 
togethers. Sue expressed the need 
for those who wish to lead hikes 
to notify' them in a timely way. 
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Gretchen Crowley has 
volunteered to contact various 
local media about publishing our 
hike schedule. It was noted that 
the Herald has been better in this 
regard now that Jack Crowther is 
handling it. 

Historian's Report: Bob 

reported that we are making 
efforts to preserve our history. A 
big part of this has been our 
agreement with the Rutland 
Historical Society to provide a 
permanent home for any 
scrapbooks, dippings, archives, 
memorabilia, or complete runs of 
Smoke & Blazes we care to 
submit to them. Anyone with 
pictures or other material is 
encouraged to add them to our 
holdings at the Society. 

Green Mountain Club 
Director’s Report: As usual 

there are many new developments 
and projects emanating from 
Waterbury, but as GMC director 
Al Pulling noted, “95% of the 
time the talk is of money.” The 
last GMC board meeting was held 
Jan. 20. One big project on the 
front burner is a new pedestrian 
bridge crossing of the Lamoille 
River. The proposal is for a 
suspension bridge over the river’s 
main and secondary channels, 
which would cost $165,000. 

Also mentioned was an 
agreement with Jay Peak to 
control more land around the Jay 
Peak ski area. Another area up 
north to receive attention was the 
former Champion lands in the 
Northeast Kingdom where the 


GMC has expressed interest in 
becoming the “corridor manager” for 
hiking trails. Al also reported that he 
raised a question at the meeting about 
the club’s policies on cleaning up after 
your dog during a hike and allowable 
distances from the trail for canines to 
“do their business”. 

The GMC is also seeking volunteers to 
make presentations to school, scout, 
and other groups about its goals and in 
particular the “Leave No Trace” 
program. It was noted that long before 
this our section was the first to adopt a 
“pack it in, pack it out” policy. 

Old Business: There was none from 
last year. 

New r Business: Herb sought input on 
the question of memorial 
gifts... whether the section ought to be 
making contributions outside the club, 
even if it is in memory of a valued 
member. The feeling was that 
memorial contributions from our 
limited funds should be limited to the 
GMC. 

Election of Directors: Unanimously 
reelected to second tliree-year terms as 
directors were Bob Perkins, Jake 
Sherman, and Connie Youngster. 
There were no other nominations from 
the floor. 

Election of Officers: The directors 
adjourned for the traditional brief 
meeting to elect officers. This was 
quickly accomplished by reelecting the 
present slate. The officers are: Herb 
Ogden, Pres.; Connie Youngstrom, 
Vice-Pres.; Jake Sherman, Secretary; 
.Al Pulling, Treasurer and GMC 
Director; Bob Perkins, Historian; Bill 


Robichaud, Trails & Shelters 
Chairman. 

Ray’s Hobblebush: Before the 
meeting adjourned, Ray Catozzi 
reminded all those interested in a 
few sprigs of hobblebush to sign 
his list. It will be another few 
weeks however, as right now 
there is so much snow he can’t 
even find the bush. 


Program: Providing the 

evening" s entertainment was Herb 
Ogden who offered a humorous 
account of the life of one Jarvis 
Snodgrass, who gave his name to 
the famed Jarvis Snodgrass 
Memorial Sanitary .Annex at Gov. 
Clement Shelter. Actually, this 
celebrated “two-holer” was 
purchased by Herb’s father back 
in the ’60s and trucked to the 
location it would occupy for the 
next 30 or so years. 
Unfortunately, the structure 
burned three years ago. The 
various phases of Snodgrass’s 
career occasioned much hilarity, 
notably his opposition while a 
legislator to a “clean privy” bill 
and his death of “aromatitis” at 
Coasultation Point. While it was 
tempting to believe in a real 
Snodgrass, whose tenure as 
Percival Clement’s Lt. Governor 
was all too brief, the whole tiling 
was an April Fool. 
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Ripton Area Bike Trip 

29 October, 2000 
By Ruth Hare 

This ride never happened as 
planned. The morning in late 
October dawned with blustery' 
wind, swirling snow and a 
temperature probably around 30. 
After waking up and looking 
outside, and reflecting that I had 
received not one inquiry 
beforehand from an interested 
rider, I concluded that no one 
could possibly be crazy enough to 
show up for that ride in that 
weather. So I went back to bed. If 
anyone was indeed crazy enough, 
I apologize for disappointing 
them and promise to try it again 
in a more favorable season. 


Hike to Baker Peak 

4 November, 2000 
By Connie Youngstrom 

Once again the Killington Section 
was blessed with a lovely autumn 
day. The skies were pale blue, 
the air balmy and calm. After 
delivering the cars to the bottom 
of the Lake Trail, our group of 
seven set off on the AT/LT south 
in the direction of Baker Peak. 
Passing over the bridge that spans 
Big Branch Brook, we noticed 
several perfect swimming holes 
but got no further than discussing 
and daring each other to take a 
dip. 

The trail followed an old road on 
a gentle grade so walking was 
easy. The loud crunching of dry 
leaves underfoot and the splash 
and tumble of the brook alongside 
was our background music most 


of tire way'. Now that the trees are 
entirely free of leaves, their trunks 
stood out boldly against the warm 
tans and browns of the forest 
floor. The different tree species 
held varied textures 3nd hues, 
fascinating to observe closely. 
Evergreen ferns and club mosses, 
as well as the many different 
lichens and mosses, were in 
showy greens and blues now that 
they were not competing with the 
rest of the summer greenness. 

We made Baker Peak our lunch 
stop and found plenty of rocks to 
sit on. Clouds began to move in 
from the northwest as we finished 
up our lunches and munched 
Halloween candy. Other hikers 
arrived and shared the hazy view 
to the west of the lulls and fields 
in Danby and the big marble 
quarry on the mountainside. Via 
the Lake Trail, we crossed several 
splashing streams while making 
our return to Route 7 and the cars. 


Mt. Moosalamoo 

27 January, 2001 

By Gordon and Helen Cawood 

This was meant to be a joint 
Breadloaf'Killington Section 
snowshoe. The morning of the 
hike Sue Thomas called to say 
that it was snowing heavily in 
Rutland, and that the Killington 
group decided against making die 
trip. 

Six of us started out in spite of the 
looks of the sky. From Camp 
Keewaydin we snowshoed up 
Summit Road to its junction with 
Keewaydin-Overcliff Trails. 
Dull, hazy conditions limited 


viewing. Nevertheless, we saw 
Lake Dunmore and the lulls to the 
west from Overcliff Trail. From 
that height the fishing shanties on 
the lake looked like Monopoly 
game hotels. 

Thanks for coming Pat, Barbara, 
Fern, and Kim. We enjoyed your 
company. 


Barnard District No. 2 in 
Winter 

3 February 2001 
By Herb Ogden 

This was billed as a hike, 
snowshoe or ski tour, depending 
on conditions. Luckily, everyone 
brought snowshoes, for the snow 
was at least two feet deep in 
places. Also luckily, no one 
brought skis, for various moose 
had made such a hummocky mess 
of the old roads in places diat 
skiing would have been 
frustrating and difficult. 

While we saw no moose, one 
hiker’s dog did find a moose 
antler w'hile we were lunching, 
and one of us soon found the 
antler's mate close by. 
Apparently a moose feels off- 
balance once one of the heavy 
antlers comes off and works like 
mad to get rid of the other as soon 
as possible. The antler finder cut 
quite an interesting figure on the 
way back, with two huge antlers 
tied to his pack. 

We went in from the Smith Hill 
Road, which leads from the Stony 
Brook Road in Stockbridge east 
to the Nye District of Barnard, 
over Deleciable Mountain (of 
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which Mount Hunger is a peak!). 
Leaving our cars where the 1869 
Beers Atlas of Windsor County 
shows a side road heading south, 
we walked up Smith Hill Road to 
the next brook crossing, followed 
the old Smith Hill Road for a 
couple hundred feet, then 
diverged southerly on a wide 
woodroad. After a half mile or 
so, we turned west on another 
wide woodroad, crossed Davis 
Hill Brook, and reached the old 
side road shown in the 1869 atlas. 

We soon passed an enigmatic 
huge rock pile on the north. On 
several sides it is laid up in nice 
dry masonry but apparently 
contains no cavity and serves no 
apparent purpose. One of us 
heard from an old-timer that it 
was an Indian grave. Coming to a 
height of land with a nice view 
west, where a house stood in 
1869, we encountered smaller 
laid-up rock structures, also 
mysterious. From here, it was 
easy going to the road from Stony 
Brook to Barnard District No. 2, 
apparently abandoned soon after 
1911. Years before that, it used 
to lead over Delectable Mountain 
to the Chatauguay Road in 
Barnard, as shown in the 1869 
atlas. Parts of it are now very 
hard to find, as some people who 
were with me on a hike a few 
summers ago found out firsthand 
in an unplanned way. 

From a cellar hole in the middle 
of a log landing, we snowshoed 
east on the old road, soon 
reaching an old farm site on a 
terrace overlooking a brook. At 
the edge of the terrace, a root 
cellar had been dug. The stone 


chamber is still mostly intact, 
though the entrance is mostly 
blocked by a big fallen tree. We 
crossed the brook, ascended past 
another old farm site on the left, 
and finally came to the site of 
School No. 2, where there is a 
large cellar hole. William M. 
Newton's History of Barnard, 
Vermont (Vt. Historical Society 
1930) has a photo of it, half caved 
in. If the original school was the 
building shown in the photo, it 
was unusually careful 

construction for a backwoods 
school, for they usually lacked 
cellars or even a full foundation. 
Maybe what began as a dwelling 
house was converted to a school 
when the original school fell 
down. At any rate, though it 
boasted 31 pupils in 1815, it is 
long gone, and the whole district 
has been uninhabited for about a 
century. 

We turned around at the next 
brook crossing, because a horde 
of snowmobilers was passing on 
the far side. We lunched at the 
old school site and varied our 
return by taking an old woodroad 
cast to the snowmobile trail over 
Delectable Mountain, then 
returned to our original route on 
that trail. Reflecting on what life 
in No. 2 must have been like in 
winter in the early 1 800s, we 
concluded it probably wasn't that 
much different from life in the 
country generally, since even 
non-remote farms were pretty 
self-sufficient in those days. Still, 
we wondered what folks did in 
case of sickness or catastrophe 
with so few neighbors near, and 
what it was like to slog a couple 
miles over hill and dale to that old 


school even' day through the 
snow. 


Shrewsbury Peak Ski 
and Snowshoe 

11 February, 2001 
By Connie Youngstrom 

With snowshoes strapped to our 
daypacks our group of four set off 
on x-c skis on the snow covered 
CCC road. After two days of 
warm temperatures and rain, the 
snow surface proved to be very 
fast and hard. Clear blue skies 
and a frigid wind kept us moving 
to stay warm. We had a nice 
view of Shrewsbury peak, Saltash 
Mountain, and several nearby 
lulls as we reached a high point 
on the road. 

.After our skis were stashed in a 
thick stand of balsams, on went 
the snowshoes for the climb up 
the Stone Cliimney Trail at the 
site of the old CCC pavilion. We 
crunched our way noisily up the 
trail on a crust)' snow surface 36 
or more inches deep. While the 
mountain protected us somewhat 
from the bitter wind, it could be 
heard whistling in the high 
branches overhead. Occasionally 
a chickadee or a white winged 
crossbill sang from a spruce or 
balsam spire. Steadily upward we 
climbed, until the hardwoods 
gave way to conifers and the 
going became somewhat tricky. 
With several feet of snow under 
underfoot, we were up in the 
dense evergreen boughs. 

Once on the summit, the view 
stretched from the mountains in 
New Hampshire to Stratton, 
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Bromley and Magic Mountains, 
and west to the Taconics. Nearby 
we saw the wetland areas in 
Plymsbury Wildlife Management 
.Area and the hills: Kinsman, 
Jockey, and Ingalls 

The descent was rapid and at 
times a big slide on our bottoms. 
With the temperature dropping as 
sunset approached, we kept up a 
brisk pace. The ski back was a 
fast downhill run as the setting 
sun cast a deep rosy glow on the 
lulls. 


Sledding Party 

18 February, 2001 
By Gretchen Crowley 

This outing was cancelled due to 
lack of interest. 


Snowshoe to Pico Peak 

10 March, 2001 
By Steve Williams 

Following the significant snowfall 
of the preceding Tuesday, the first 
question was where could cars be 
parked if the parking area on the 
south side of Route 4 was not 
open. Bill Robichaud contacted 
the traffic department responsible 
for that section of Route 4 who 
then did a great job of clearing the 
area, leading to parking space for 
a whole army, let alone the two 
cars requiring space. 

The liike objective was to reach 
the proposed new site of the 
shortly to be relocated Pico 
shelter. This involved following 
the Long Trail over a steady but 
undulating grade generally south 


east from Route 4. The key 
features of the hike were one 
excess and one shortage; the 
excess being the snow and the 
shortage being trail blazes. With 
the recent twenty plus inch 
snowfall, naturally deeper in 
gullies, this led to some hard 
work for the leader, who did a 
sterling job of making things 
easier for those behind. The depth 
of snow also led to some 
challenges in the crossing of 
gullies where the technique of 
avoiding sinking up to your waist 
was not known to all, and in 
particular to the writer who found 
himself in a ’locked down” 
position which required some in- 
depth digging to allow 
disentanglement. 

With the trail covered by virgin 
snow f , and man)' tree trunks 
having snow patches stuck on to 
them, the visibility of blazes 
(white, at that) was far from 
optimum. Several times the trail 
appeared to have been lost 
altogether, but Bill, with what we 
can only assume was training by 
native .Americans at some time in 
his past, found indentations on the 
surface of the snow implying the 
location of a p3th beneath, leading 
eventually to the finding of 
additional blazes. 

.After some two and a half hours 
of stead)’ ascent, it appeared that 
reaching the objective and 
returning at a reasonable hour 
were incompatible ideas. During a 
soup and refreshment break, the 
democratically arrived at decision 
was made to declare, “Ave won” 
and set off on the return. 


Thanks to Bill for the leadersliip. 


Shrewsbury’s Big Rock 

3 March. 2001 

By Barbara and Barry Griffith 

Soon after moving to North 
Shrewsbury we became 
privileged to know Gordon, 
Glendon and Maijorie Pierce, 
proprietors of the Northam store 
operated by their family since 
1918. The Pierces were -- among 
many other tilings — faithful 
stewards of the land and our local 
historians. 

During our early explorations we 
discovered a large glacial erratic 
on the south slope of Shrewsbury’ 
Peak. Marjorie identified our find 
as Picnic Rock. On summer 
Sundays after church in Northam 
as a girl, Maijorie related, folks 
would pack lunches and travel by 
horse and buggy up the old 
logging roads for an afternoon 
picnic at the Big Rock. On March 
3, eight of us passed Pierce’s 
Store for our own trip to Picnic 
Rock. The gods smiled on us, 
presenting us with a perfect 
winter day for our hike. Starting 
at the Tin Shanty, we began our 
trip on snowmobile trails 
maintained by VAST, as well as 
the Catamount Cross-Country Ski 
Trail. Our snovvshoes, optional for 
the first hour, became necessary' 
for the second half of our trek, as 
we continued our climb on long- 
abandoned logging roads. The 
rock cairns, which mark the way, 
were covered with snow, but 
discreet tree markers left last 
summer kept us going in the right 
direction. 
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We made it to the Big Rock by 
noon. .After a circumferential tour, 
we celebrated with a picnic lunch, 
which was satisfying, although 
perhaps not as grand as those of a 
century ago. After the usual 
obligatory photographs, the return 
was all downhill. 

Marjorie Pierce recently passed 
away at age 98, joining her 
siblings who had predeceased her. 
llie Pierces — who never married 
and left no children -- placed the 
family property' in trust, to be 
preserved and enjoyed by future 
generations. This report is 
dedicated to their memory. 


Glen Dam 

17 March, 2001 
By Roma Pulling 

.After several "open" winters, I 
was pleased when this winter 
brought ample snowfall for winter 
sports. On St. Patrick's Day 
fifteen of us went to Glen Dam. 
wliich used to be a popular winter 
hike when Churcltill Scott was 
one of our volunteer hike leaders. 
It seemed like a good time to 
repeat this outing. 

It had been my plan to delegate a 
lot of the responsibility for this 
hike to my husband, as he grew 
up not far from Glen Dam and 
was more familiar with the 
territory'. But the 17th turned out 
to be the day of the GMC 
directors’ meeting in Middleburv, 
leaving me on my own. There 
were two people on skis; the rest 
used snowshoes. 


What can I say? We followed the 
road, which had been plowed, to 
the dam, and then struck out 
across lots past the old reservoir 
and across lands of the Rutland 
Town recycling shed and athletic 
fields. After some brief confusion 
at the town lands, we made our 
way back to the plowed road, 
although not exactly at the point I 
had planned. 

I want to thank tliree people 
especially: Sue Thomas for 

coming to my rescue when I was 
temporarily without wheels: John 
Rantanen for helping sort out the 
maze of trails near the athletic 
field; and Virginia and Churchill 
Scott for allowing us to park at 
their house nearby. 


1st Annual Shrewsbury 
Moose Tracking Hike 

1 April 2001 
By Gretchen Crowley' 

I must first give credit to Jerry 
Parker, the real trip leader, who 
led three women tlirough five feet 
of snow in the wild Shrewsbury 
wilderness on the 1st annual 
Shrewsbury Moose Tracking 
Hike. The exact location of the 
hike will not be disclosed; as we 
are hoping to have more folks join 
us for the second annual moose 
tracking hike next year. 

It was a dreary Sunday morning 
as we departed from Rutland to 
the lulls of Shrewsbury for our 
moose tracking expedition. When 
we arrived at the designated 
parking area to begin our 
expedition, Parker's truck decided 
to get stuck in the snow, so it took 


tliree strong women to help him 
get his truck out before the 
expedition could go on. Men 
drivers! !! 

We went out into the woods and 
tramped around in snow shoes for 
about 30 minutes when Parker 
found us a big, old bull moose 
about 800 lbs., taking a little 
afternoon siesta in the snow. I 
was so excited, as this was the 
first moose I had seen out in the 
woods in this part of Vermont. 
Mr. Moose got up from his bed 
and paced back and forth while 
Parker tried a few moose calls. 
The moose was not impressed 
with tliis noise, as it really 
sounded like a dying cow rather 
than something that would be of 
interest to him. We got to view 
the moose for about five minutes 
(total) when he decided it was 
time to go find another restful 
spot without two-legged varmints 
interrupting his nap time. 

We then hiked around for about 
another hour looking for more 
moose tracks, but no further 
tracks or moose did we find. We 
did get a little misdirected out 
there in them woods, but a little 
chocolate from Sue Thomas got 
the leader right back on track to 
the cars. 

We hope more folks will join us 
next year for some more moose 
tracking fun. 

P.S. Jerry Parker has more titan 
35 years of experience when it 
comes to being out in the woods, 
and is an excellent tracker and 
hiking guide. 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule: May - August 2001 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown. Non- 
members are welcome. Bring drinking water and, for morning departures, bring a lunch. Wear sturdy footgear 
and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate; difficulty- indicates steepness and footing. For more 
information about a trip, please call trip leader. 

Sat. May 5, 1p.m. V/hite Rocks Picnic Area, Wallingford. Easy one mile hike down to the ice beds area, then 
back to the picnic area for a cookout. Bring food to grill; hot drinks furnished. Rain date: May 6. Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 

Sun. May 6, 10 a.m. Bicycle the Middlebury Loop on dirt roads. 12-14 miles, moderate. Ilelmits strongly 
recommended. Ruth Hare 223-1 196. 

Sat. May 12, 9 a.m. Appalachian Trail from Pomfret to W. Hartford, passing Bunker Hill Cemetery and 
historic Kings Highway with many scenic vistas. 8.6 miles, moderate, 1800 ft. elevation gain. Return about 5 
p.m. Herb Ogden 775-1350. 

Sat. May 19, 10 a.m. Wildflower Hike to Shaw Mountain, Beason. We should see white triilium, bloodroot 
and wild ginger among others at tliis Nature Conservancy preserve. Possible side trip to East Creek Waterfowl 
Preserve. Bring binoculars and bug repellant! 3-4 miles, moderate, slow pace. No dogs please in the preserve. 
Sue Thomas 773-2185. 

Sun. May 20, 1 p.m. Children’s Adventure Series. An easy 1-2 mile liike for the whole family, all welcome! 
Jerry Parker 747-4439. 

Sat May 26, 9a.m. Low Elevation Walk Through. Inspection and light maintenance of sections of the Long 
Trail between Wallingford Gulf Road (Route 140) and Gov. Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury. Moderate. Bring 
sturdy shoes, work gloves and a lunch. Tools provided. Bill Robichaud 775-2567. 

Sat. June 2. 9a.m. National Trails Day High Elevation Walk Through. Inspection and light maintenance of 
our trails in the Coolidge Range between Gov. Clement shelter in Shrewsbury and Route 4 in Mendon. 
Moderate to strenuous. Bring sturdy shoes, work gloves and a lunch. Tools provided. Bill Robichaud 775- 
2567. 

Sun. June 10, 9 a.m. Griffith Lake via the Old Job Trail. Explore the summer home of Vermont’s first 
millionaire, Silas Griffith. Down the old carriage road, with an optional climb to the summit of Baker Peak for 
a beautiful view. 6-8 miles, moderate. Barry and Barbara Griffith 492-3573. 

Sat. June 16, 7:30 a.m. The Long Trail in Stowe, from Smugglers Notch north to Route. 15. 12 miles, 
difficult. Rain date: Sun. June 17. Gretchen Crowley 459-2098. 

Saf/Sun. June 23/24. Hike and camp weekend at Reading Pond, Plymouth. We’ll set up a base camp and 
explore the area in day hikes. Call the leader for time and details. Eric Deutschbein 875-1226. 
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Sat June 30. Treadway Mountain in the eastern Adirondacks. We’ll be parking at Putnam Pond: S5 fee per 
car. A moderate 7-mile hike with 900 feet elevation gain to an open summit with spectacular views. Call 
leaders for meeting time and place. Gordon and Helen Cawood. 352-4310. 

Sat July 7, 10 a.m. Bear Mountain Loop, Wallingford. Easy to moderate hike with a few steep pitches. 3.5- 
4 miles. We are going north on the old Long Trail from Route 140 to junction with new LT., then south to top 
of Bear Mountain and down to new 140 crossing. Rain date: Sun. July 8. Ray' Catozzi 773-3006. 

Sat July 14, 9 a.m. Butler Lodge, Mount Mansfield. Erected in 1933, Butler Lodge on Vermont's highest 
peak got a thorough face-lift last year. We’ll climb to the shelter, and then hike down the Long Trail to 
Nebraska Notch. 6 miles, moderate, steep. Rain date: July 15. Sue Thomas 773-2185. 

Sat July 21, 10 a.m. Haystack Mountain, Pawlet. Hike to an open summit with beautiful views of the 
surrounding Taconic Mountains and Mettowee River valley. Three miles, moderate with some steep spots. 
Steve & Diana Williams 645-9529. 

Sat/Sun. July 21/22. Canoe the Battenkill, Vermont’s most famous trout stream with lots of beautiful scenery' 
along the way. This will probably be an overnight trip; weather dependent. Call leader for time and details. 
Eric Deutschbein 875-1226. 

Sun. July 29, 1p.m. Children’s Adventure Series. An easy 2-mile hike for the whole family. All welcome! 
Jerry Parker 747-4439. 

SaL Aug.4, 9a.m. Killington Peak via the Bucklin Trail. At 4241 ft., Killington is Vermont’s second highest 
peak. We'll keep a slow pace but be prepared for some steep climbing. 7.5 miles, difficult. Roma and Al 
Pulling 773-6997. 

Sat. Aug. 11, 1p.m. Eleventh Annual Taconic Mountains Ramble - Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, 
mountain peaks with views north, south, east and west, a Japanese garden and other goodies. Wine and cheese 
on the lawn afterward. 2-5 miles, easy to moderate. Walkers can leave the group at several different points and 
wait on the lawn for the rest. Bring no lunch. Rain date: Sun. Aug. 12. Call leader if in doubt. Kit Davidson 
273-2982. 

Sat. Aug. 18, 8:30 a.m. Camel’s Hump via the Burroughs Trail. 5 miles, difficult, with stunning views at the 
top. Gretchen Crowley 459-2098. 

SaL Aug. 25, 9 a.m. Black Mountain, N.Y. Easy to moderate hike with a few steep pitches. Beautiful 360- 
degree view looking right down to the west on Lake George. Will ascend trail to top, down to the south, then 
east past two shelters. 5.6 miles. Rain date: Aug. 26. Ray Catozzi 773-3006. 

Want to Lead a Hike? 

Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas, 773-2185, and Connie Youngstrom. 492-3502. The fall 
schedule will include September through November. To make a suggestion, or to get your favorite outing on 
the schedule give Sue or Connie a call.before August 1. Don’t wait ‘til the last minute. 
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Rutland Senior Hikes: May - August 2001 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle” hikes for seniors and others who 
wish to enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, 
involve limited elevation gain, and avoid treacherous footing. All trips leave from the Godnick Adult Center on 
Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue on Fridays at 9 a.m. and return in early afternoon. Leaders are Charlie and 
Jean Davies, 483-6623; Bob and Thelma Perkins. 773-0184; or A1 and Roma Pulling, 773-6997. 

Fn May 4 Town Walk, Proctor/Pittsford. Leaders. Davies 

Fri. May 18. Part of Trail Around Middlebury. Leaders: Davies. 

Fri. June 1. Slack Hill, Plymouth Leaders: Pulling 

Fri June 15. Via the Elbow. North Sherburne to Chittenden Leaders: Perkins 
Fri. June 29. Lead Mine Mountain, Chittenden. Leaders: Pulling. 

Fri. July 13 Cook out, Robert Frost W'avside, Ripton.. Leaders: Perkins 
Fn July 27 Mount Peg. Woodstock. Leaders: Pulling. 

Fri Aug 10. Blueberry Picking, Green Mtn. Nat. Forest, Goshen. Leaders: Davies. 

Fn Aug 24 Little Rock Pond, Mount TaborAVallingford. Leaders: Perkias 


Outreach Volunteer Opportunity 

By Brian Aust, 

GMC Headquarters 

Teach school groups, outing clubs, scout troops, and 
other organizations about the Long Trail. Impart 
your knowledge of how to prepare for the 
backcountrv to groups of varying ages. Become 
part of the GMC's upcoming traveling “Leave No 
Trace” presentations while learning about wildland 
ethics and state-of-the-art minimum impact 
backcountrv skills. The mission of the Leave No 
Trace (LNT) program is to promote and inspire 
responsible outdoor recreation through education, 
research, and partnerships. Materials and a 
weekend LNT training course with presentations on 
and off the trail w'ill be provided. Contact 
AmeriCorps Member and GMC Group Outreach 
Coordinator Brian Aust at 802-244-7037 ext. 27. 


Vermont Wildemes Slide Show 

Courtesy of The Vermont Sierran 

On May 23 at 6 p.m. in the Fox Room of the 
Rutland Free Library the Vermont Chapter of the 
Siena Club will be sponsoiing a talk and slide show 
about the push to preserve wilderness in Vermont. 
The speaker, Matteo Burani of Worcester, VT, is 
Vermont Outreach Coordinator for the Northern 
Forest .Alliance, a coalition working to protect the 
northern forests of NY, VT, NH, and ME. She has 
been particularly interested in the West Mountain 
Wildlife Management Area and the Nulhegan Basin 
Unit of the Silvio O. Conti National Wildlife 
Refuge, both in Essex County, VT. The meeting is 
free and open to the public. 


- 11 - 


Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
Application for Membership 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outmgs. trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

DUES: collected for a calendar year: 

Individual $27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

Family $35 ($25 tax-deductible)* 

Individual Lifetime $500 (all tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (all deductible) 

* People who volunteer a substantial amount of time for club work or who have a limited income, may deduct $7 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 


Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with application to: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland. VT 05701 
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Bill Robichaud Earns Trail Service Award 


Bill Robichaud, KiUington 
Section Trails & Shelters Co- 
chair, received some weU- 
deserved recognition recently at 
the Green Mountain Club annual 
meeting in Bolton. BUI was 

named winner of die prestigious 
Roy O. Buchanan Award for ten 
consecutive years of traU service 
for the GMC. 

It was noted, “He has worked on 
just about every inch of traU the 
KiUington Section maintaias.” 
[That would be more than one 
and a half million inches. Ed.] In 
addition to working the traU 


No, this isn’t a probate court 
story. Cindy, a section member 
from Wallingford, has adopted 
Minerva Hinchev Shelter under 
the GMC's shelter adoption 
program. This means that she 
has volunteered to visit the 
shelter at least tliree times a year, 
inspect and report on its 
condition, and do minor 
maintenance and repairs on the 
shelter, the outhouse, water 
supply, and wash pit. 


himself almost every week, BiU 
leads work parties of KiUington 
Section members and of 
volunteer youth groups, and 
serves as an Appalachian TraU 
corridor monitor in Shrewsbury. 
BUI says he enjoys chatting with 
thru hikers that he meets on the 
traU and that nearly aU of them 
express appreciation for Iris work 

The award is named in honor of 
Professor Roy O. Buchanan, 
legendary father of the Long 
Trail Patrol, which he organized 
in 1931, and lead for the next 36 
years. 


In her new role Cindy joins other 
shelter adaptors in our area: 
Carleton Maxwell, Clarendon; 
Roy Arthur, Gov. Clement ; Ruth 
Lamb, Cooper, and Erling and 
Kristian Omland, Tucker- 

Johnson. Pico Camp is stiU an 
orphan. To leant more about the 
shelter adoption program contact 
office manager Jane Coffey at 
Green Mountain Club 

headquarters in Waterbury. 


Steve Williams New 
Co-chair of Trails & 
Shelters 

Steve Williams, section member 
from West Pawlet, has accepted 
the post of TraUs & Shelters Co- 
chair, which he now shares with 
BUI Robichaud. Thank you, 
Steve. 

Ray Catozzi Attends 
Appalachian Trail 
Days in Virginia 

Section member Ray Catozzi 
recently attended Appalachian 
TraU Days in Virginia. Read his 
impressions on page 8. 

Be an Exhibitionist 

The KiUington Section gets 
together twice a year for an 
evening potluck and slide 
presentation. We’re always 
looking for new presenters. If 
you’ve been on an interesting 
trip lately, or in the past, and 
would like to share your sUdes, 
caU Sue Thomas, 773-2185 or 
Connie Youngstrom, 495-3502. 
We guarantee you an 
appreciative audience and good 
food! 


Cindy Taylor-Miller Adopts Minerva Hinchey 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the Killington Section, 
Green Mountain Club 


from/ the/ fditor 

Thanks Jon 


Killington Section Directors 

* Second consecutive 3-year term. 

Not eligible for re-election. 

Term expires in: 


2002 ’•' Ruth Gibbud 

“ * Herbert Ogden 

“ William Robichaud 

2003 Greichen Crowley 

“ * Alfred Pulling 

“ Susan Thomas 

2004 * Robert Perkins 

“ * Jacob Sherman 

“ * Connie Youngstrom 

Killington Section Officers 

President Herbert Ogden 

Vice President... Connie Youngstrom 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Alfred Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

History Robert Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

“ Connie Youngstrom 


Trails & Shelters .William Robichaud 
“ Steve Williams 

Delegates to GMC Board 


Director Alfred Pulling 

Alternate Connie Youngstrom 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Robert Perkins 


.Any writer or editor knows that it is nearly impossible to 
verify' the accuracy of one’s own work. Whatever is on the 
printed page seems to be what was intended. Fortunately, Jon 
Mathewson, section member from Middletown Springs, has 
volunteered to proofread Smoke & Blazes. Of course, I'll be 
responsible for the errors that slip through, but I can assure 
you, based on my first issue, that they will be far fewer due to 
Jon’s careful work. 


Where’s Cold River Cave? 

During World War II in the early ‘40s gasoline was in short 
supply and was rationed. Section outings were sometimes 
scheduled to be within walking distance from town. One 
destination I remember was Cold River Cave. 

As I recall, perhaps incorrectly', the cave was on the north side 
of the river. The crawl-in entrance, maybe three by five feet, 
was nearly at water level and not more than a few yards from 
the river. But I have no recollection of where on Cold River it 
was. 

A few weeks ago, in search of the cave, I waded up the river 
from Old Route 7 to Cold River Road with no success. I’d be 
happy to hear from anyone who can show me the way to Cold 
River Cave. 


Trip Reports 

My thanks to all who contributed material for Smoke & 
Blazes. Trip leaders: If you prefer not to submit a report, 
please recruit a volunteer to do so. 


Contact Information 

Gretchen Crowley, 32 Pleasant St., Proctor, VT 05765, 459-2098, gcrowley(®rnnc org 
Ruth Gibbud, 69 Temple St., Rutland, VT 05701, 747-0732 

Herbert Ogden, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368, lco@together.net 

Robert Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol com 

Alfred Pulling 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, ral37@juno.com 

William Robichaud, 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PL, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2784, jakesher@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom, Box 11 60, Shrewsbury. VT 05738, 492-3502. marky@sover.net 
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M t. H an le y 
Castleton Rail-Trail 
14 April 2001 

By Ray Catozzi, leader 

On this day in mid-April I had 
planned an interesting hike one 
way up Mt. Hanley in West 
Rutland to the mountain top, 
then back down to the hang 
glider take-off platform for 
lunch, then down a different 
route to the VVTiippIe Hollow 
Road. 

We had had the heaviest total 
snowfall of any March in 
recorded history, so 1 checked 
out the trailhead a couple of 
days before our hike date. There 
was still two feet of snow 
covering our trail. I cancelled 
the hike, but... 

We still gathered at our Main 
Street meeting place where I told 
the gang of eight my change of 
plans. We headed for Castleton 
State College where the D & H 
Railroad ran right behind the 
college. This railroad is now a 
rail-trail. We left a car there and 
then drove to where the rail-trail 
crosses Route 30, and hiked five 
miles back to the college. No 
elevation gain except climbing 
over a foot of snow every few 
hundred yards. It was mostly 
bare ground, which made an 
easy, enjoyable hike. 

I'll save Mt. Hanley for this fall. 

Sucker Brook 

21 April 2001 

By Gordon & Helen Cawood, 
leaders 

Six or eight folks snow'shoed 
from the Ripton-Goshen Road to 
Sucker Brook Shelter for lunch. 


and returned. 

Kids’ Hike to Rocky Pond 

22 April 2001 
By Jerry Parker, leader 

The first children's hike of the 
season turned out a small group, 
which I led up to Rocky Pond in 
Rutland for some pollywog and 
frog hunting. The children had a 
great time, and no one took an 
early spring dip in the chilly 
water. 

Clarendon Shelter Loop 

29 April 2001 
By Herb Ogden, leader 

.Among the sixteen participants 
in this outing were two 

octogenarians or thereabouts, 
and four children, the youngest 
only 7. All made it from Vt. I()3 
up the Great Gorge Gulch to 
Clarendon Lookout, however. 
At Clarendon Shelter, we met an 
elderly fellow who had come in 
on an ATV, I guess from 
Lincoln Hill Rd., and was busy 
cleaning up the place. 
Apparently he does this often. 
Was this the mysterious 
“Kestrel’' who used to leave 
beverages in the brook? 

We headed up the abandoned 
Gaynor Road to the brook 
crossing and then began looking 
for the two-grave Bullard 
Cemetery from the 1840s, using 
directions from the Pullings and 
Churchill Scott. We found a 
likely looking spot at the 
confluence of two streams, but 
no graves, despite much poking 
around in the ground by the 
enthusiastic children. The group 
then divided. Some went back 
down the old public road to 


Route 103, while others explored 
the bam and house cellarholes 
above the brook crossing. The 
children found bits of crockery, 
an old handle, and possibly the 
skeleton of a perambulator. 
Although the Gaynor Road 
presented sloppy going at this 
point, apparently having confused 
itself with a brook, we slogged up 
it to the Lottery Road, which we 
followed east to the Long Trail. 
The LT south of the Lottery Road 
was so wet I had to carry the 7 
year old at one point. The 
children combed the little 
cellarhole at the foot of Beacon 
Hill for artifacts but found none. 
Just north of Beacon Hill, we 
walked for a few feet through 
lingering snow. The brook 
crossing at Clarendon Shelter was 
a little tricky on account of 
meltwater, but most made it 
dryshod. We then took the 
Gaynor Road the rest of the way 
to Route 103, ending a very 
pleasant sunny Sunday afternoon 
walk. 

White Rocks Picnic Area 

5 May 2001 

By Ray Catozzi, leader 

This afternoon hike is one I've 
led many times over the years. 
One time we hiked up the 
Keewayden Trail to the top of the 
WTiite Rocks talus slopes and 
back to the picnic area for a 
supper cookout. 

This time I took the group up the 
short trail to the open lookout to 
see the whole talus slope, then 
down to the ice beds at the 
bottom of the slope. We did find 
some ice, a very small amount, 
but it was tli ere. 
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We then hiked back to the picnic 
area for our cookout supper. 

Leicester Hollow Bike Trip 

6 May 2001 
By Ruth Hare, leader 

At the park I gathered my 
"group" for the day - myself and 
Lucy, whom I'm told is an 
enthusiastic new club member 
and outing participant. She 
proved it that day by explaining 
that she had dug her bike out 
from long disuse, determined to 
tackle the ride. 

We decided to change the plans 
for the day to keep us closer to 
home and afford a somewhat 
shorter ride, so we headed up to 
the Leicester Hollow Trail in 
Goshen. It was a sunny and 
reasonably warm early-spring 
day, perfect for riding. Hie 
route, however, demonstrated 
once again that my sunglasses 
must be rose-colored: as usual 
the climbs proved tougher and 
the trail rougher than I 
remembered. But Lucy was a 
good sport and even tackled the 
many deep water-bars with more 
aplomb than her leader. Point 
the handlebars down and — 
thump, bump — she'd be 
through. 

At one point about hallway, 
temporarily defeated by a 
particularly cavernous and 
muddy ditch, we stopped for a 
short wildflower-idcntification 
session. 

"Hmm, what's the one with the 
spotted leaves?" 

"Oh, I don’t remember." 

"Doesn't that little yellow one 
look familiar?" 


"Hmm, sort of." 

"Oh, (with relief in the voice) 
there's a trillium!" 

"Yes! That’s definitely a 
trillium." 

"Yup, no doubt about it." 

Only slightly reassured as to our 
identification skills, we pressed 
on and finally' reached Silver 
Lake, where we met up with a 
couple of club members who had 
hiked in. There we all basked in 
the spring sunshine for a while 
along the beach. And eventually 
the cyclists coaxed themselves 
back on the bikes for the bumpy 
ride back down. 

Pomfret to W. Hartford A/T 

12 May 2001 
By Herb Ogden, leader 

The weather forecast said 80% 
chance of rain, and we five 
Inkers got more than 80% of the 
way before it rained, so I guess 
we did all right although 100% 
of as got somewhat wet at the 
end. Actually, we did quite well 
since the sun was out for a good 
half of this hike and it had been 
so dry that we were not bothered 
by bugs. 

Driving from Rutland and 
spotting a car took an hour and a 
half, so we hit the Appalachian 
Trail at the South Pomfiet to 
Pomfret Center Road at 10:30 
a.m. A steep climb brought us to 
what one guidebook says is part 
of the King’s Highway, one ol 
the first roads in Pomfret, now a 
grass-grown snowmobile trail. 
Just northeast of an old four 
comers, we found the cellarhole 
of a house that shows on both 
the Beers Atlas of Windsor 
County and the 1911 U.S.G.S. 


quadrangle. We liked the old 
road, but the A.T. diverged east 
near a smaller foundation. Atop 
a bare hill, we found a half-dozen 
members of the G.M.C. 
Ottauquechee Section enjoying 
the view, which included 

Ascutney, probably Stratton, and 
Okemo. They continued west 
while we continued east to 
another nice open hilltop where 
we lunched in the sun and 

enjoyed a view of the above plus 
the whole Coolidge Range. 

After lunch, we descended to a 
very pretty part of Cloudland 

Road, ascended to the junction 
with the side trail to Cloudland 
Shelter, followed it a ways north 
but concluded it would be too far, 
and continued over Thistle Hill to 
a spur trail to the new Thistle Hill 
Shelter. We didn't go to it, but 
another hiker said it was nice. 
Here, we heard an owl hoot 

repeatedly. Sign of a coming 
storm? Soon, we encountered 
three runners on the trail. We 
descended to the Joe Ranger 
Road through beautiful woods 
and fields. Just after we crossed 
another old road, we found a big 
cellarhole and bam just south of 
the trail and a catch basin just 
north of it. Then the promised 
rain began, accompanied by 
rumbles of thunder. The rain was 
actually refreshing and surely 
needed. It rained off and on for 
the rest of the hike, and the 
continued thunder led us not to 
linger on the last nameless hill 
with the beautiful view of the 
White River Valley. 

Fauna: Aside from birds, we saw 
one deer, two little toads, and a 
few squirrels and chipmunks. 


- 4 - 


Volume 54, Number 3 


Smoke & Blazes 


August 2001 


Flora: Painted and purple 

trilliums, wild leeks, spring 
beauties, trout lilies, 

may-flowers, yellow and blue 
violets, flowering hobblebush, 
and some stunningly blooming 
apple trees. 

Kids’ Hike to Kit 
Davidson’s 

20 May 2001 
By Jerry Parker, leader 

We had a nice turn out for our 
hike over to Kit Davidson's in 
Hubbardton. The kids couldn't 
get out of the car fast enough to 
scoop up a fishing net and race 
down to the ponds to see who 
could catch a frog the quickest. 
You have to be pretty quick to 
catch some of the frogs in Kit's 
ponds. 

The second part of the adventure 
that day invoked looking for 
rock crystals or diamonds, as 
some kids called them. The kids 
could have stayed there all day 
long filling their pockets if 1 let 
them. I did eventually have to 
drag them away so we could 
hike out to the overlook and then 
hike down the trail to the rocky 
ledges. You had to hang on to a 
cable to get down in some 
places. The kids loved this - 
fearless they are. 

1 do hope everyone had a good 
hike, including the adults, and 
look forward to seeing everyone 
again on my next hike. 

Trail Walk-Thrus 

26 May 2001 

2 June 2001 
By Bob Perkins 

As Is our custom, maintenance 


walk-thrus of our section of the 
Long Trail were scheduled for 
National Trails Day (tills year on 
2 June) for the liigher elevation 
portion north of Gov. Clement 
shelter and, on the preceding 
weekend, for the lower portion 
to the south. 

The weather looked somewhat 
iffy’ on the 26 th but eight 

volunteers showed up and TraiL 
& Shelters Co-chair Bill 

Robichaud assigned four teams 
of two to cover the trail thru 
Wallingford and Shrewsbury. 
The trail was found to be in 
fairly good condition. Minor 
maintenance was performed and 
the locations of a few mud holes 
and larger blowdowns were 

noted for future work. 

There was nothing iffy' about the 
weather on the following 
Saturday, however. Our Trails 
Day outing was completely 
rained out. (But see Gretchen 
Crowley’s story on the 16 June 
outing below. ) 

Griffith Lake 

10 June 2001 

By Barry & Barbara Griffith, 
leaders 

We began by spotting two cars 
at the end of the old carriage 
road (now known as the Lake 
Trail) at Danbv’s south end. We 
then proceeded up Forest Road 
1 0 in Mt. Tabor until we reached 
the AT/LT, parking in a very’ 
nice, roomy Big Branch parking 
lot. .As we started we noticed 
that three of the vehicles in the 
lot had been vandalized with 
windows smashed out. In the 
near distance we could hear 
shots from the direction of a 


private camp nearby. This made 
as a bit nervous about leaving our 
vehicles there. 

Our hike started with eight 
people and ended with eight. We 
always see that as quite an 
accomplishment. From the 
parking lot (elevation 1500 feet) 
we walked east on the road for a 
short distance, then turned right 
and began a gradual descent 
heading south on the Old Job/ 
Long Trail. It’s an easy hike to 
the Big Branch Shelter. The trail 
then paralleled the Big Branch 
Brook, eventually turning rigid 
and crossing the stream via a 
suspension bridge. At the end of 
the bridge we admired two huge 
white-pine trees that appeared to 
be well over a hundred years old. 

Once over the bridge, instead of 
continuing south on the AT/LT, 
we turned left and followed an 
abandoned road (now a trail) 
along and up Big Branch Brook. 
Along the way we saw the 
remains of charcoal kilns from a 
century' ago. F.ventually we 
reached Mill Glen, the Old Job 
site, where we paused to review 
the history' of the area and the 
man who once owned this 
forested expanse, Danbv’s Silas 
L. Griffith. 

Bom in 1837, Griffith returned to 
Danby after the Civil War 
intending to operate a general 
store. However, after acquiring 
woodlands in Mt. Tabor in 
payment of a debt, he turned to 
the business of logging and 
lumbering. He pioneered the use 
of saws rather than axes and mills 
powered by steam rather than 
water wheels. He used his raw 
materials efficiently, operating 
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numerous kilns to make charcoal 
from the branches of the trees 
not large enough for lumber, and 
even stopped the sawdust to ice 
companies to use as insulation. 

The Old Job site at Mill Glen 
was the location of Griffith’s 
first sawmill. By the late 1880s 
there was a bustling community 
at this site, with more than forty 
structures including a large 
sawmill and charcoal kilns, a 
large boardinghouse for single 
men, tenant houses and cottages 
for families, a schoolhouse, a 
general store, and a post office 
where mail was postmarked 
“Griffith, Vermont”. Changing 
times led to abandonment of the 
site a century ago. Only a few 
remnants remain. 

Leaving the Old Job site we 
passed a large mound of sawdust 
on the left and followed Lake 
Brook along the Corridor Trail 
about five miles to Griffith 
I^ake. It was here that Silas 
Griffith built his summer home 
where he entertained guests and 
pursued his passion for trout 
fishing. Griffith had a carriage 
road constructed to get supplies 
and guests to his summer home 
on the lake. At the Danby 
Library one can see pictures of 
how the men built the carriage 
road. 

We didn’t linger long at Griffith 
Lake, as thunder and lightning 
descended upon us from over the 
ridge to our west, so down the 
carriage road we went. This 
three-mile descent brought 
appreciation from all as to the 
road building skills of a century 
ago to engineer this trail into the 
side of the mountain. We 


retrieved our vehicles at Town 
Highway 10, intact, and went 
home. 


Killington Work Party 

16 June 2001 

By Gretchen Crowley, leader 

The 16 June outing that was 
supposed to go to Stowe for a 
12-mile hike on the Long Trail 
turned into a work party up at 
Killington. The weather that day 
was kind of crummy, so I 
decided to lead a work party 
(with the help of Bill Robiehaud) 
up to the peak of Killington. 
Bill's work party from the 
previous week was a wash out, 
so there was still plenty of work 
to be done up there. 

At 9:00 am six of us got to ride 
the gondola up to Killington 
Peak. That was a nice treat. At 
the top, the group and a million 
bugs set off on the side Hail to 
Cooper Lodge. At Cooper 
Lodge we doused ourselves in 
bug juice and then set out in two 
groups to do some trail work. 
We worked for about four hours 
north and south on the Long 
Trail and called it a day. 

Mount Treadway 

30 June 2001 

By Gordon & Helen Cawood, 
leaders 

Ten of us started out from the 
Putnam Pond Campground off 
New York Route 74 west of 
Ticonderoga. From the 

campground parking area we 
followed the Grizzle Ocean Trail 
around the southern tip of 
Putnam Pond to the trail’s 
intersection with the Rock Pond 


Trail. North on the Rock Pond 
Trail brought as to the Treadway 
Mountain Trail. The bugs were 
hungrier than we were at the 
lower elevations. We waited 
until we got to the wind-blown 
lower peak to have lunch. .After 
lunch most of us hoofed it over to 
the higher peak for views. There 
were distant rumbles of thunder 
so we didn’t stay long. 

Our congratulations to Bill Incas 
who negotiated the hike with 
some tricky rock scrambles in 
spite of impaired vision. .And our 
thanks to those who helped guide 
him along. 

Bear- Mountain-Loop 
White Rocks Lookout 

7 July 2001 
By Bob Perkins 

When a trail is relocated and the 
original trail is abandoned one 
might think that it would take 
many years for the old trail to 
become obscured. Not 

necessarily so. 'The Long Trail 
north of Route 140 was relocated 
a couple of years ago and 
replaced with a new trail over 
Bear Mountain. Our leader, who 
prefers to remain anonymous, 
planned to take us up the old trail 
and to loop back to Route 140 via 
the new trail. 

Cars were spotted and we set out 
up the road that the old trail had 
followed. We soon realized that 
we had missed a right hand tum 
and had followed the road too far. 
After some consultation one of 
our hikers, being of the female 
persuasion, actually asked a local 
resident for directions. 

Once on the old trail the 
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challenge was to follow the 
blazes. There is a good reason 
why our blazes are painted 
white. The blazes on the 
abandoned trail had been 
carefully painted over in a very 
rustic cocoa color and were 
nearly invisible. We never did 
get lost. We knew where we 
were at all times. But, 
eventually, the trail did get lost. 
The wood road we were 
following just petered out. 

Realizing that discretion is the 
better part of valor, we reverted 
to plan B. We retraced our steps 
to Route 140. retrieved the cars, 
and drove to the White Rocks 
picnic area for lunch. After 
lunch we all went up to the 
lookout and two of the group 
went on to the ice beds. The 
weather was beautiful; the flies 
were minimal and. in spite of the 
change in plans, a good time was 
had by all. 

Haystack Mountain 

21 July 2001 

By Steve Williams, leader 

Sue Thomas led a small convoy 
from Rutland to the assembly 
point at the Williams’ residence 
in Pawlet, a convoy notable for 
its diversion as a result of the 
Wells’ fair and the loss of one 
car whose driver elected to 
follow his own route. Before 
departure from the Williams’ 
another potential participant was 
regrettably lost, though whether 
through the intimidating 
intrepidness of the remainder of 
the part} or because, as a new 
hiker, three hours was longer 
than expected, was never 
determined. Including the 


leaders, Steve and Diana 
Williams, this left ten to tackle 
the Pawlet Haystack, the 
southernmost of three small hills 
running north-south on the east 
side of Route 30 (not to be 
confused with the Wilmington 
Haystack or one other Haystack 
reportedly located in the 
northern part of the state). 

Accessed from a Route 30 side 
road some two miles north of 
Pawlet, the trail follows an 
overgrown old track for some six 
tenths of a mile before reaching 
the Nature Conservancy 
maintained trail. From this point 
it is about an hour's hike to the 
1900-foot summit. The trail, the 
undulations, the foliage are all 
standard Green Mountain, or in 
this case, Taconic Mountain, 
fare for which no new literary 
description immediately comes 
to mind. However, the view 
from the rocky summit, north 
and south along the Mettowee 
valley, east to Danby and the 
Green Mountains and west to the 
Adirondacks does provide a very 
high reward to effort ratio. 

After a half hour of peak and 
place identification, lunch and 
use of the photo opportunities 
available, the descent began. The 
return trip was notable for 
meeting up with the previously- 
lost participant who had 
demonstrated great initiative in 
finding both the peak and the 
trail, and was merely 7 an hour 
and a half behind the rest of the 
party. 

The outing concluded with iced 
tea and lemonade in the 
Williams’ garden and the 
cooling of feet in the adjacent 


Mettowee River. The Williams 
have to date received no reports 
of any persons missing from the 
return trip to Rutland. 

Kids’ Hike to Chaffee Falls 

29 July 2001 
By Bob Perkins 

Toads and toadstools were the 
fauna and flora that attracted the 
most interest of the half-dozen 
pre-schoolers and the two pre- 
teeas that joined Jerry Parker on 
this mid-summer kids’ hike. 
.Also along for the fun were 
several parents, grandparents and 
other adult friends. 

We did a loop of about two miles 
on some of the Pittsford trails 
with the key destination being 
Chaffee Falls on Furnace Brook. 
The brook and falls were flowing 
quite full in spite of a near record 
dry July, and the pools below 
were most inviting. Several of 
us doffed hiking boots to wade in 
cool, clear water. You can guess 
which two managed to get in all 
over, clothes and all. 

These kids are our future club 
leaders and trail maintained, 
folks, and this is the age at which 
they can be hooked. 

A Senior Climbs Vermont’s 
Second Highest 

4 August 2001 

By Roma Pulling, co-leader 

It was always a possibility that 
we wouldn't be able to complete 
the climb up Killington but have 
to wait on the trail for our 
younger hiking companions to 
meet us on their way down, but 
three hours after starting on the 
Bucklin Trail from Brewer's 
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Appalachian Trail Days in Damascus, Virginia 

By Ray Catozzi 


Comers we hauled our 

septuagenarian bodies into the 
clearing at Cooper Lodge. There 
we parked ourselves for rest and 
recharging our batteries while 
the four others crawled the 
remaining .2 mile to the actual 
summit to join the 

communication towers and enjoy 
the view. I 

It was a very active day on the 
mountain. We were told that 
early that morning there had 
been a wedding at the top. 
Among the people entering the 
clearing at the lodge was a 
couple looking for "Trail C." 
We showed them the trail 
leading down the mountain, 
which they thought was the right 
one, but later we met them 
coming back up, saying they 
were on the wrong side of the 
mountain. Further down we saw 
a plane flying very low, perhaps 
doing a little aerial photography. 

The trail was in good shape and 
well blazed. It was longer, 
steeper and strewn with more 
rocks than it was five years ago 
(I swear this is true). And I’m not 
referring to the boulders the size 
of our car that have been placed 
to deter 4-wheelers and other 
motorized atrocities. Those I 
approve of. [Or ... of those I 
approve.] The carpets of violet 
wood sorrel that would have 
been covered with bloom in July 
still had a few delicately 
beautiful blossoms. Wildlife was 
scarce, but at the lodge a 
chipmunk came close, but when 
Alfred tossed it a crust of bread it 
disappeared, not to be seen 
again. 

[Note: Shortly after writing this 


As many of you hikers already 
know I have been section-hiking 
the Appalachian Trail for over 15 
years now, having completed 
about 1300 miles of the total 
2168-mile trail. 

I planned a trip for this May to 
do a 42-mile southbound piece 
ending in downtown little 
Damascus, VA on the weekend 
of Appalachian Trail Days. The 
AT goes right thru the center of 
town and. on Trail Days, 
thousands of hikers and their 
families tent all around the town. 

This was the fifteenth year 
Damascus has celebrated the 
hikers coming through their town 
and the celebration gets bigger 
and bigger every year. Saturday 
afternoon all the hikers and their 
families gathered at the east end 
of Main Street and. at a given 
signal, a parade through town 
started, led by their fire trucks, 
police cars, and a Scottish band 
playing marching music. Up and 
down the march the hikers were 
tluxming water balloons at the 
spectators and vice versa. It was 


spoof, I read about 80-year-old 
Bob Nortlirup completing the Long 
Trail for the 7th time. That put me 
in my place. The idea of an 80- 
year-old person climbing Camel's 
Hump and Mansfield is, to repeat 
an overused expression, mind- 
boggling. I'm re-energized. So 
take away that rocking chair and 
leave my walking stick where I can 
reach it. From now on it’s full 
speed ahead.] 


a grand, fim-filled parade. 

At a gazebo at the recreation 
field, there were many rock 
bands playing at different times 
and hundreds of hikers and 
families, including young 
children, were dancing on a large 
black area in front of the gazebo. 
Hundreds and hundreds more 
were sitting down around the 
dancers, watching and enjoying 
it all. 

Sunday afternoon another band 
played at the gazebo. A dozen or 
so young boys and girls were 
dancing all around the paved 
area, mostly alone. Then a three- 
vear-old boy came out on the 
pavement and danced totally 
naked while all the spectators 
applauded from the sidelines. It 
was a completely unexpected 
occurrence but everyone, 
including the three-year-old boy, 
enjoyed it immensely. 

Oh, the week-long hike you 
asked. Yes, it was good. Many 
miles of the trail were through 
open, wild horse pastures at 3000 
to 4000-feet elevation. The wild 
horses came tight up to us 
looking for food. I tried to pet 
them but they immediately 
backed away from me. 

I stayed in three shelters, tented 
four nights, and, because of the 
hot weather, drank far more 
water than what little food I ate. 

Pwas a great backpack! But AT 
Trail Days was more fun. 

[Note: Ray's story was edited to 
fit in this space. Ed.] 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2001 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown. Non- 
members are welcome. Bring drinking water and, for morning departures, bring a lunch. Wear sturdy footgear 
and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate; difficult}' indicates steepness and footing. For more 
information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right. 


September 1 
Saturday 
10 AM 

September 8 
Saturday 
10 AM 

September 1 5 
Saturday 


September 22 
Saturday 
9 AM 

(Ram dale 9/23) 


Bridgewater Hollow 

From the west, over a long-abandoned road with one glorious old farm 
site along the way and some nice nearby \ievvs. Well also visit the 
hard-to-find Bridgewater Hollow Cemetery and the site of the school. 
Moderate 4-mile hike with 800-foot elevation gain. 

Long Trail Work Party 

Join us for a day of light maintenance on the Long Trail. Bring work 
gloves and a lunch. Tools provided, or bring your own. 

Robert Frost Mountain, Ripton 

A joint hike with the Breadloaf Section. Five miles, moderate, with 
scenic views to the east and southwest. 

Note: Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

Mount Hanley, West Rutland 

We'll ascend from WTupple Hollow Road, stop for lunch at the hang * 
glider platform, and descend by a different route. Four miles; easy to 
moderate; some climbing. 


September 29 
Saturday 

9 AM 

October 6 
Saturday- 

10 AM 

(Rain date, 10/7) 


October 14 
Sunday 
8:30 am 


October 20 
Saturday 
10 am 

October 27 
Saturday 
10 AM 


Abbey Pond, Middlebury 

A beautiful, remote beaver pond. Four and a half miles; moderate, with 
some climbing. 

Bear Mountain, Wallingford 

Easy to moderate with some steep climbing to the top of the mountain. 
Three miles. 

Note, for this hike only: Meet near the 99-Restaurant in Green 
Mountain Plaza on Route 7 south. (Due to Art-in-the-Park). 

Stratton Mountain, Stratton 

Rained out last year, so we 'll try it again! Spectacular views from the 
fire tower. We'll descend via beautiful Stratton Pond for a 10.7-mile 
loop. A long hike of moderate difficulty. 

Shrewsbury Peak, Shrewsbury 

Up the Black Spruce Swamp trail to Shrewsbury Peak. Easy to 
moderate; steep near the peak. Enjoy sweeping views to the northeast 
east, and south. Return by the same route, or via the more difficult trail 
down to the ‘•chimney” . Round trip about 4 miles. 

Mystery Hike 

Five miles; moderate. Destination: leader’s surprise. 


Herb Ogden 
775-1350 


Bill Robichaud 
775-2567 

Gordon & 

Helen Cawood 
352-4310 


Rav Catozzi 
773-3006 

Roma & Al 
Pulling 
773-6997 


Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Barbara & 
Barry Griffith 
492-3573 

Gretchen 

Crowley' 

459-2098 
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November 4 
Sunday 
8:30 am 


Pharaoh Mountain, near Lake George, NY Connie 

Ten to twelve miles; 1600-feet elevation gain. Difficult due to distance. Youngstrom 

492-3502 


November 17 
Saturday 
5:30 pm 

November 1 8 
Sunday 
10 AM 


Annual Killington Section Potluck Supper 

Join us at the Unitarian Church, 117 West Street, Rutland for a potluck 
supper and a slide program. Bring a place setting and a dish to share. 
Coffee provided. 

Long Trail Work Party- 

Join us for a day' of light maintenance on the Long Trail. Bring work 
gloves and a lunch. Tools provided, or bring y our own. 


December 1 
Saturday 


Mystery Hike 

Save tills date and see November Smoke & Blazes 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Bill Robichaud 
775-2567 

Steve & Diana 
Williams 
645-9529 


Want to Lead a Hike? 

Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas, 773-2185, and Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502. The 
winter schedule will include December thru February. To make a suggestion, or to get your favorite outing on 
the schedule give Sue or Connie a call before November 1. Don’t wait ‘til the last minute. 


GMC /Forest Watch Wild Hikes on Wednesdays 

Easy to moderate trips; leave Wednesdays at 3:30 PM. Space limited. You must register in advance. 

September 5 Abbey Pond Area, Middlebury Must register by August 29 223-3216 

September 19 Cape Area, Goshen Must register by September 12 223-3216 


Rutland Senior Hikes - September - November 2001 

Die Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle” hikes for seniors and others who 
wish to enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, 
involve limited elevation gain, and avoid treacherous footing. .All trips leave from the Godnick Adult Center on 
Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue on Fridays at 9 am. and return in early afternoon 


September 7 

Carriage Trails to the Pogue, Woodstock 

Charlie & Jean Davies 

483-6623 

September 21 

Chittenden Brook Trail, Rochester 

A1 & Roma Pulling 

773-6997 

October 5 

Around Lefferts Pond, Chittenden 

Bob & Thelma Perkins 

773-0184 

October 19 

Trails at Camp Betsy Cox, Pittsford 

Charlie & Jean Davies 

483-6623 

November 2 

McLaughlin Falls, Mendon 

Al & Roma Pulling 

773-6997 
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Killington Section Members - August 1, 2001 


Robert L. Badger 

Potsdam, NY 

Dave Mathis 

Rutland 

Scott & C. Devereau Baitz 

Ludlow 

Richard E. Matteson 

Killington 

Karen Bamouw 

Rutland 

Sandi McGowan 

Killington 

Vivian & L. Walter Bebee 

Rutland 

Donald McIntyre 

Rutland 

C Stark Biddle 

Rutland 

M Cecilia McMillen 

Ludlow 

Joel Blumenthal 

Proctor 

Kelly & Bruce Moreton 

Cuttings ville 

Rev. A Mrs. Robert BoutweU 

Rutland 

Hanna Ogden 

Rutland 

Jeffrey Breslow A Ginna Frabtz 

Chicago, IL 

Herbert Ogden & Cathy Thomas Rutland 

Maria L. Carreno 

Saxton’s River 

Gerald Parker 

Cuttingsville 

Raymond Catozzi 

Rutland 

Catherine PartalLs 

Rutland 

Rachael W. Charland 

Springfield, MA 

Robert & Thelma Perkins 

Rutland 

George Conlon 

Rutland 

Mark Pettrone 

Averih, NY 

Dave & Clare Coppock 

Rutland 

Paul Pilcher 

Proctor 

Susan Comgan 

Rutland 

Pat Pranger 

Wallingford 

Gretchen Crowley 

Proctor 

Ronald A Sarah Pulcer 

Rutland Town 

Dr. Robert Darrow 

Mendon 

Roma A A 1 Pulling 

Rutland 

Kit Davidson 

New York. NY 

Ken Rahing 

Rutland 

Theresa L. Davis 

Pittsford 

John A Susan Orzell Rantanen 

Rutland 

Walter Deinzer 

Tinmouth 

Leslie Ratley-Beach 

Bridgewater 

Joseph Dicton, Sr. 

Rutland 

George Reynolds A R Hastings Windsor 

Bernard G Donahue 

Rutland 

William T Robichaud 

Rutland 

Janet Estelle 

North Clarendon 

Wally Rogers 

Castleton 

Sarah Fearing 

Rutland 

F. John Romeo 

Ludlow 

Alice Flyte 

Wallingford 

Ellen B Russell 

Rutland 

Ruth Gibbud 

Rutland 

Churchill Scott 

Rutland 

Frances Ginsberg 

Rye, NY 

Marilyn Sheldon 

Rutland 

Zed Grande 

Rutland 

Jacob R. Sherman 

Rutland 

Donald Green 

Wallingford 

Joan Sibley 

CuttingsviUe 

Bam' A Barbara Griffith 

North Shrewsbury 

Janine Small 

Rutland 

Patricia K Hannegan 

Rutland 

Carlene P Smith 

Proctor 

Ruth Hare 

Montpelier 

David Smith 

Chittenden 

Lorraine Hawley 

Rutland 

Phil A Linda Smith 

Fair Haven 

Margaret Henkel 

Shrewsbury 

Arm Southworth 

Rutland 

William A Joan Hogenkamp 

Rutland 

Kevin Sweeney 

Rutland 

John A Nadme Horchner 

Rutland 

Cynthia Taylor-Miller 

Wallingford 

Patricks. Lucille Hurley 

Rutland 

Susan L Thomas 

Rutland 

Michael Ilyichenko 

Coram, NY 

Jeffrey Trubisz 

Salem, MA 

Steven & Kim Jackson 

Bridgewater Comers 

Albert L. Tufano 

Shrewsbury 

Joseph R. Jalbert 

Rome, NY 

Jane W’alczykowski 

CuttmgsviUe 

Robert Kancir 

Fairfield. CT 

Carolyn Waldhauer 

Ludlow 

Ruth & Sandy Lamb 

Bolton Landing, NY 

Rob A Celeste Walker 

Rutland 

Mariaiuie Largello 

Ludlow 

Stephen A Diane Williams 

West Pawlet 

Marty Lawthers & Ed Madzer 

Peru, NY 

Joyce K. Wilson 

Shrewsbury 

John J. Little 

Killington 

David Wood 

Rutland 

Shelley Lutz 

Center Rutland 

David P. Wright 

Middletown Springs 

Sam Malkus 

Proctor 

Paul Yager 

Castleton 

David S. Martin 

McLean, VA 

Connie A Mark Ycungsrtom 

Shrewsbury 

John A Janet Martin 

Rutland Town 

Joan Zardus 

Amesbury, MA 

Jon & Kimberly Mathewson 

Middletown Springs 

Maryellen Zisis 

Wilmington, MA 


Individual memberships: 73. Family memberships: 25. 
Total members: 123 (assuming two people per family). 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
Application for Membership 


The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parlies, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

DUES: collected for a calendar year 

Individual $27 ($19 tax-deductible)* 

Family $35 ($25 tax -deductible)* 

Individual Lifetime $500 (all tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (all deductible) 

* Anyone who volunteers a substantial amount of time for club PHONE: 

work or who has a limited income, may deduct S7. 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section’s 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail w ork. shelter work, sign making, publications. leading outings, publicity, education, other. 

Make check payable to: Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section. Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland. VT 05701 


* 
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Don’t Miss Our 
Fall Potluck 

The annual Killington 
Section fall potluck supper and 
program will be held at 5:30 pm 
on Saturday. November 17 at 
the Unitarian Church. 1 17 West 
Street in Rutland. 

Members and nonmembers 
are welcome. Bring a place 
setting and a dish to share. 
After supper we'll be treated to 
slides and a talk b> section 
member Paul Pilcher from 
Proctor. 

This event goes rain or 
shine. Rating: easy. 

Welcome New 
Members 

We're happy to welcome 
the following folks who have 
joined the Ki Kington Section 
since our membership list was 
published in August. We hope 
to see you on the trail. 


Lynda Baydin 
Gerard Coursey 
Michael H. Foster 
Margaret Johnson 
Pamela Johnson 
Peter Kirk 
Bonnie Lucas 
Robert Lucas 
Charlotte Schwartz 
Kathleen Wood 


Morristown. NJ 
Rutland 
Killington 
Rutland 
Rutland 
Rutland 
Rutland 
Rutland 
Goffstown. Nil 
Chittenden 



Coolidge Range - Our Home Turf 


Killington and Mendon Peaks over the Notch from Rutland 
Valley. Killington, at 4241 feet, is the high point of Rutland 
County and the second highest in Vermont. 


Come Join Our W 

By Herb Ogden. Section President 

Work should not be thought 
of as a four-letter word, despite 
the title of this. Please help! 

This began as an article 
about our 8 September work 
party, which consisted of one 
Leader (Bill Robichaud) and one 
Follower (me). Between us. I 
think we carried a one-man 
crosscut saw. a shovel, a pick- 
mattock. a crowbar, pruning 


* * * Parties 

shears, and lunch. Our main 
work was at a couple ol 
usually wet spots about hall 
a mile south of IJS 4 on the 
new Long frail. We heaved 
some pretty big rocks into 
place, improving a waterbar 
or two. We also sawed down 
the rest of a large birch, the 
top of which had nearly 
fallen on some hikers earlier 

See page x. Work Parties 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the Killington Seetion. 
Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

* Second consecutive 3-year term. 

Not eligible for re-election. 

Term expires in: 


2002 * Ruth Gibbud 

** * Herbert Ogden 

“ William Robichaud 

2003 Gretchen Crowley 

“ * Alfred Pulling 

** Susan Thomas 

2004 * Robert Perkins 

** * Jacob Sherman 


** * Connie Youngstrom 

Killington Section Officers 

President Herbert Ogden 

Vice President ...Connie Youngstrom 
Secretary Jacob Sherman 


Treasurer Alfred Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

History Robert Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

“ Connie Youngstrom 


Trails & Shelters William Robichaud 
" Steve Williams 

Delegates to GMC Board 


Director Alfred Pulling 

Alternate Connie Youngstrom 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Robert Perkins 


Contact Information 


From/ they Editor 

More on Cold River Cave 

As I related in the August issue. I have had no luck in locating 
Cold River Cave, which I recalled having visited years ago. Ra\ 
Catoz/.i says he remembers the Cave as being just west of the Cold 
River Road but that the entrance has been long since obliterated. 
Diligent research, however, has turned up the following 
photographic ev idence that supports my memory. 



Killington Section junior members Marjory 
Perkins, Jean Spaulding, and Bobbie Spaulding 
(I. to r.) emerge from Cold River Cave on a 
section outing circa 1937. 

Smoke & Blazes Illustrated 

Now that we have the technology for including pictures I 
encourage one and all to submit photos of recent or not-so-reeent 
section activities or. in fact, am pictures that would be of interest 
to other members. We are printing in black, while, and gra\ onh 
but. in most eases, color prints will reproduce reasonable well. 


Gretchen Crowley, 32 Pleasant St.. Proctor. V I 05765. 459-2098. gcro wl ey a rrmc.org 
Ruth Gibbud. 69 Temple St.. Rutland. VT 05701. 747-0732 

Herbert Ogden. 20 Birchwood Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. (11)775-1350. (W)775-3368. lco@ together.net 

Robert Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184. rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East. Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, ral37@juno.com 

William Robichaud. 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland. VT 05701. 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman. 48 Morse PI.. Rutland. VT 05701. 775-2784. jakeshertr7hotmaiI.com 

Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Pawlet. VT 05775. 645-9529. voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom. Box 1160. Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3502. marky@sover.net 
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Taconic Ramble 

1 1 August 2001 
By Sanjukta T. Ghosh 

After the sweltering 90-plus 
days in the first week of August, 
we deserved it — the sunny 
skies, the occasional white fluffy 
clouds, the mild temperatures 
and the low humidity. It was a 
day perfect for a hike: a perfect 
day to meander along the 
Taconics. taking in the serenity 
of the Japanese Gardens, the 
breathtaking panoramic vistas ol 
the historic Hubbardton 
Battlefield and beyond. 

Led by owner Kip 
Davidson. whose frail 
appearance belies his energy and 
strength, about a dozen of us and 
two energetic dogs winded our 
way through mountain brooks, 
meadows and rolling hillsides. 
The approximately 4-mile 
leisurely hike took about three- 
and-a-half hours. 

Starting from the car park at 
the base of Mount Zion, we first 
strolled across the lush meadows 
to East Hubbardton Road. 
Crossing this major road, we 
went up the fields along the east 
side to the trails leading up to 
the waterfalls on Breton Brook. 
The thick forests almost caused 
some of us to lose our way. 
Unfortunately, the intense heat 
of the summer had all but dried 
up the brook, so the waterfalls 
were down to a trickle. But with 
a little imagination and help 
from others who'd been on the 
hike before, it was easy to hear 
the rush of the brook and feel the 
sprinkle of the mountain waters. 
We crossed the brook and 
zigzagged our way out back to 


the fields and East Hubbardton 
Road. In less than an hour we 
had made a giant loop and were 
at the Japanese Garden at the 
foot of Zion Minor. 

The Japanese Garden has 
miniature pagodas and bridges 
over parts of a small pond. At 
the center of the pond are the 
falls, created just by strategically 
placed rocks. After resting here 
a bit. a smaller group started oil 
for the top of Zion Minor. 
Though it looks steep, we were 
at the apex in less than 15 
minutes taking in the spectacular 
view of the majestic laconic 
range and the Pittsford Ridge. 
We wound our way to another 
overlook, sardonically named 
"Moot Point" by Kip's friend. 
Though the view is not as 
extensive, we could, this time, 
see the southern extension of the 
Taconics. From Moot Point we 
backtracked our way and started 
off for Zion Major. 

The path to Zion Major is 
tricky and steep. For the 
adventurous, there is an even 
riskier path complete with cables 
to cling to. (Only one of us 
chose this latter path!). Though 
this too was a short trek up. the 
incline was enough to make even 
the fittest of us sweat a lot. But 
it was all worth it at the top -- we 
were greeted with breathtaking 
views of the Adirondacks on our 
left and the Hubbardton 
Battlefield, looking like a small 
backyard from that height, to the 
front of us. While we picnicked 
here red-tailed hawk soared the 
blue skies above us. After a 
good rest, we started our descent 
— a path just as narrow and 


tricky as the ascent. But we were 
down in minutes trudging 
through lush vegetation. I was 
told by one group member that on 
a previous hike, a botanist friend 
of his had commented on the 
wide variety of ferns he had seen 
here. At least 1 1 different 
varieties of fern are found in 
these forests, he told me. 

The stillness in the green 
forest base made me wonder how 
my dog. who had accompanied 
us. had experienced the hike -- 
after all she can hear sounds and 
sniff out odors we hardly know 
even exists. I was reminded of a 
say ing by the Greek philosopher 
Heraclitis: what if the nose was 
the seat of judgment? Certainly, 
it would have been a different 
hike! 

Camel’s Hump 

1 8 August 2001 
By Gretchen Crowley, leader 

Has anyone seen Bill 
Robichaud? He met us down at 
the park and was going to meet 
some folks in Pittsford to bring 
on the hike, but he was never 
seen again that day. Did Bill 
make it to the lop of the Camel's 
Hump? I hope he is not still 
waiting at the top for us. 

I had hoped that the weather 
was going to clear up a little 
better for our hike hut the clouds 
hung on. so there wasn't much ol 
a view from the lop. Who would 
have thought that gloves would 
be needed in August, hut it was 
58 on the lop and very windy. It 
did clear up nicely when we got 
hack to our cars, hut that is par 
for the course. Next year we 
will have to try it again. 
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Black Mountain, NY 

25 August 2001 
By Ray Catozzi. leader 

Black Mountain over in 
New York State is one of the 
nicest mountains to climb and 
it's relatively close to Rutland. 
It's an easy-to-moderate climb 
up an old logging road for the 
first mile and a-half or two. 
Then, as you near the summit 
cone, it's a steep uphill for the 
last half-mile or so to the top. 

On a small, rocky open spot 
there are gorgeous views 
looking right down on the 
northern half of beautiful Lake 
George. There, along with a 
couple of dozen other hikers, our 
ten sat down and ate lunch while 
we viewed the laconic and 
Green Mountains of Vermont 
off to the east. 

After lunch I took our group 
down to the south off the steep 
mountaintop on a different trail. 
Shortly after we started down we 
took a short side trail that led to 
an open rocky spot with another 
gorgeous view -- this one 
looking down on the southern 
half of Lake George, all the way 
to the Lake George Village. 

Eventually our trail turned 
east. We walked past two nice 
boggy ponds and a shelter, then 
turned north to rejoin the old 
logging road and returned to our 
cars. I've done this loop hike 
twice now. I think next time I'll 
reverse the loop to add interest. 

We had an interesting group 
on this trip: one was from 
Massachusetts. one from 
Lebanon. New Hampshire, one 
from Windsor, one from Orwell. 


two from Norwich, and two 
from West Pawlel. Only two 
were from Rutland. 

Bridgewater Hollow 

I September 2001 
By I lerb Ogden, leader 

Despite the lack of notice in 
the Rnl lain! Herald, eight people 
showed up for this hike. I think 
this disproves our theory that 
there is no point in scheduling 
outings on Labor Day Weekend 
because no one will come. 

We began by dri\ing to. as 
one hiker put it. "parts of 
Bridgewater that I never knew 
existed." Leaving the cars where 
the Bridgewater Hollow Road 

leaves the Chateauguay Road, 
we walked up the latter to the 
Walker Hill Road. The 

North Branch of the 

Ottauquechee River was so low 
that we saw some interesting 
bedrock and boulders that 

normally are under water. 

I had planned to follow 
entirely the old roads shown in 
the 1 8G8 map of Bridgewater 
and the 1869 Beers Allas, but tall 
wet grass and shrubs on the 
barely visible first right off the 
Walker Hill Road dissuaded me. 
Instead, we climbed further, 
almost to the lirst cellar hole on 
the left, and turned right onto a 
VAST trail. First, we marveled 
at a machine that takes long logs, 
saws them into firewood length, 
splits them, and then conveys 
them to a truck. About all it 
doesn't do is run around the 
woods felling the trees. Also at 
the log landing were some old 
railroad rails. I spun a tall talc 
about how there used to be a 


lumber railroad way up there. 
Somebody asked how the train 
could get up such a steep grade. I 
replied that it had to get up a 
terrific head of steam down in 
Bridgewater Center and charge 
north at such a clip that the 
momentum would carry it up the 
grade. After some folks looked a 
little inclined to believe this. I 
thought I'd better admit there 
never was a railroad in 
Bridgewater, and that the rails 
probably were railroad scrap, 
cheaper than regular girders, that 
held up an old bridge. 

Crossing a low ridge on the 
snowmobile trail, which was also 
a logging road, we joined the old 
road at an unnamed stream. 
Following a badly washed out 
road north along the stream, we 
came to a beautiful farm site, 
owned by the Chamberlain 
family in 1868. It is in a little 
bowl, where a spur of the old 
public road dead-ended. I lie big 
barn remains are a little uphill to 
the west and are more elaborate 
than most. Judging from its 
absence on the 191 1 USGS map. 
house and barn were all gone by 
then. 

On our way to the barn, we 
met an ATV rider named 
Beauregard ambling in from his 
house on the Walker I lill Road. I 
do mean ambling; he wasn't 
chewing up the wood road or 
running loud. When a small pack 
of dirt bikers snarled their speedy 
way up the valley in a few 
minutes, he seemed as annoyed 
as we. Mr. Beauregard turned 
out to be a good source ol 
information and even a guide. 
His family has owned land on 
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Walker Hill Road since his 
great-grandfather bought it in 
the 1800s. While we lunched in 
the sun. which had just come 
out. he went back a little along 
our route and flagged for us his 
private route to a mysterious 
approximately two by six foot 
laid-up rock heap next to a ledge 
a good tenth of a mile from 
where the old road first crossed 
the brook. It was on too steep a 
side hill to have been rocks 
turned up while plowing. No 
one could think of a use for it 
other than the one Mr. 
Beauregard suggested: maybe 

something was buried there. 

Retracing our steps up to 
where the Chamberlain spur left 
the road to Bridgewater Hollow, 
we headed up hill to the east, 
where Mr. Beauregard soon 
pointed out the spring for the 
next farm site we’d see. The 
site, up on the ridge, was 
unusual in that part of the very 
deep cellar hole had no exit 
(except, presumably, long gone 
stairs to the first floor): the rest 
appeared more crudely built. 
About a hundred feet south on 
the ridge were the remains of a 
big barn and maybe an 
outbuilding or two. This shows 
on the 1868 and 1869 maps but 
not on the 1911 one. A little 
farther along, about 30’ to the 
north of the road. Mr. 
Beauregard had flagged for the 
remains of the sugarhouse. The 
stone "arch" for the fire under 
the evaporating plan was easy to 
make out. 

Following the old road east, 
we crossed the main ridge and 
headed down to Bridgewater 


Hollow, passing some nice 
southerly views and stopping to 
munch a few blackberries. We 
appreciated the flora more than 
the fauna: all we saw of the latter 
w as a toad and a snake. 

In Bridgewater Hollow, we 
crossed the brook and headed 
south, then east, to reach the 
Bridgewater Hollow Cemetery, 
with graves from about 1810 to 
1850. Luckily, the fall of a huge 
pine had just missed the most 
elaborate, that of Mrs. Perkins. 
Many of the headstones arc just 
upright ilcldstones. presumably 
erected by pioneer families too 
poor to afford a carved 
memorial. Many are hard to see 
in the brush. I hear a Bon Scout 
troop adopted the cemetery some 
years ago. and someone did 
brush hog it. but now it is 
rapidly growing up again. This 
historic site needs help. 

We finished by taking what 
probably was the original road 
up to Bridgewater Hollow, 
which keeps to the east of the 
brook all the way down. The 
1868 map shows it as an old 
road, and it's pretty obscure in 
places. It ends within sight of 
the Chateauguay Road, but we 
left it where a small landslide 
had torn a gap in it. We finished 
up on the present Bridgewater 
Hollow Road, admiring the 
dappled sunlight on the beautiful 
ledges over which the brook 
flowed down from the hollow. 

Robert Frost Mountain 

15 September 2001 
By Gordon Caw ood. co-leader 

The day turned out to be 
cool and sunny, perfect for 


hiking. Twelve folks from the 
Killington and Breadloat 
Sections started from the 
Lincoln-Ripton Road at the 
snowmobile trail crossing, 
approximately one mile south of 
the road junction with the North 
Branch Road. Following the 
snowmobile trail to the west, we 
crossed the North Branch Road at 
a camp with beautiful gardens. 
Continuing to the peak we had 
lunch and visited the east-facing 
lookout. Brcadloaf Mountain and 
neighboring Green Mountains 
were clearly \ isible. We returned 
with the same number of hikers 
that we started with (per Sue 
Thomas, this is a Killington 
Section requirement). Our thanks 
to the Killington and Brcadloaf 
Section hikers who made this a 
successful outing. 

Mount Hanley 

22 September 2001 
By Ray Catozzi, leader 

This was intended to be a 
loop hike. My plan was to hike 
from the Whipple Hollow Road 
up a nice, well maintained road to 
the hang gilders' takeoff ramp 
and to return to a different spot 
on the Whipple Hollow Road via 
an older, more overgrown road a 
little to the south that was the 
only way I had previously 
climbed Mount I lanley . 

The usually good v iew to the 
west from the ramp was very 
hazy. We couldn't see Lake 
Bomoseen. and even Bird 
Mountain, close by to the 
southwest, was in the low clouds 
much of the time. 

After lunch we started down 
and began searching for the 
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intended downhill route. We 
tried two different ATV roads 
heading south but both kept 
going uphill, so we went a little 
farther down and tried a third. 
This one seemed to be the right 
one: at least it headed downhill. 
But it soon became completely 
overgrown with bushes and 
trees, so we turned back, 
bushwhacking, to our nice uphill 
road and returned to our cars. 

We had left one car in the 
parking lot where we had 
intended to come out. The 
whole gang, plus one dog. 
gathered there and many 
enjoyed the wine and cheese 
party that I hosted. 

The Sequel 

On the Monday after this 
hike I got a call from Killington 
Section member George Smith 
who used to live in Rutland. 
George moved to 1 lartland about 
thirty years ago but comes over 
to hike with us every so often. 
Could I. he asked, tell him how 
to climb Mount Hanley. 

To make a long stor> a little 
shorter: A few days later George 
and I left from the parking lot 
that had been the site of the wine 
and cheese party on Saturday, 
and headed up the road I had 
intended to come down with the 
Killington Section group. We 
went up and for a couple of 
miles it was in pretty good 
shape. But as we approached 
the area where we should have 
connected up with the "nice, 
well maintained road" it 
suddenly became overgrown 
with bushes. We whacked 
through and in a short way 


found ourselves on the ATV trail 
where I had turned back with the 
Killington Section group on 
Saturday . Wow ! I had found the 
connection. 

The next time I lead a hike 
to Mount Hanley it will he a 
loop hike (after 1 do a little trail 
clearing). 

Abbey Pond 

29 September 2001 
By Roma Pulling, co-leader 

Sometimes we joke about 
losing a hiker (it hasn't 
happened), but this is the first 
time I added some on the way. 
We started out with six and 
returned with ten. after picking 
one up at Mac’s Convenience 
Store in Brandon, another at 
Abbey Pond parking lot. and had 
two catch up with us on the trail. 

The weather was good. A 
few dark clouds looked 
threatening but didn't produce 
any rain. 

The Abbey Pond Trail is 
rocky and climbs steadily. A 
bridge carried us over the stream 
early in the hike, while two other 
crossings posed problems. We 
were glad we had chosen a dry 
year for the hike. Wildlife on 
the way consisted of one red eft, 
but at the pond we were 
entertained by a school of fish. 
Several people tossed pieces of 
bread into the pond, which the 
fish snatched up promptly. We 
could see a beaver lodge across 
the pond. 

As always, this hike gave us 
a good workout and a pleasant 
outing. 


Bear Mountain 

6 October 200 1 

This trip was cancelled due 
to rain. 

Stratton Mountain 

14 October 2001 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

For the second time in two 
years the weather thwarted our 
plans to climb Stratton Mountain 
and hike the 10.7-mile loop via 
the old l.ong Trail route. Unlike 
last year, at least it wasn't 
pouring, but as we left the sunny 
valley and drove up the Kelley 
Stand Road toward the mountain 
we entered a cloud that seemed to 
be enveloping all the higher 
elevations that day. Inside the 
cloud it was cold. damp, and 
misty, with so little visibility that 
a quick vote at the trail head was 
all that was needed to change our 
plans. Rather than venture any 
higher into the cloud we opted to 
hike to Stratton Pond and around 
it. only a couple of miles shorter 
but without the viewless climb. 

About 3.5 miles in we 
stopped at the new Stratton Pond 
Shelter, truly a Ritz-Carllon ol 
open-fronted trail shelters, with a 
large, deck- 1 ike porch and vented 
sleeping loft. At the pond we 
stopped for a chat with the 
caretaker and his large white dog 
Clover who. after a season ol 
greeting hikers, has become adept 
at panhandling. (Clover, that is. 
not the caretaker. 

As we stood on the shore we 
could hear an occasional whoop 
and holler across the water, and 
we stared off around the pond 
expecting to find young folks. 
Much to our surprise we found 
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instead a group of middle-aged 
men hav ing a golf tournament in 
the woods! What with the mist, 
it had a sort of Alice in 
Wonderland quality. They'd 
dug little holes here and there 
and we stopped long enough to 
watch three of them tee off. The 
first ball hit a root and went 
careening off into the woods. 
The second hit a tree with a 
resounding THWACK and 
nearly decapitated the 
bystanders when it ricocheted 
back. Only the third made a 
clear path, though I suspect it 
was still pretty hard to find in 
the underbrush. We thought it 
odd that anyone would earn 
golf clubs four miles in for that, 
but to each his own. 

Shrewsbury Peak 

20 October 200 1 

By Barbara Griffith, co-leader 

Our day started at 7:45am 
with phone calls from potential 
hikers asking if the hike was still 
"on" as the day was drizz.lv. but 
warm. Our optimistic leader. 
Barn Griffith, refused to cancel, 
citing the weather forecast as 
"clearing late morning". 

Ray Catozzi led a convoy of 
vehicles to the Griffith's in 
North Shrewsbury. We then 
proceeded up the CCC road, 
spotting cars at the Chimney and 
parking at the Black Swamp 
Road. The summit was socked 
in with clouds but all 17 
optimistic hikers. donning 
various forms of rain gear, 
ascended Shrewsbury Peak by 
the East route. 

We found the terrain easy- 
to-moderate: steep only at the 


peak. The closer we hiked to the 
peak the more the rain gear was 
stowed away. Shortly after 
reaching the top we were 
rewarded with clearing skies and 
substantial views. Our leader's 
optimism won out. On a good 
day one can sec all the way to 
the White Mountains. Mount 
Ascutney. Mount Monadnock 
and a long chain of the Green 
Mountains. 

After lunch trekkers chose 
which descent route the> wish to 
take, fifteen went down to the 
Chimney. This trail was more 
difficult, the first few hundred 
feet climbing over ledges and 
rocks. Two hikers chose the 
more moderate trail via the 
Black Spruce Swamp road. One 
person was missing temporarily, 
but a few whistles and a bit of 
shouting brought the wayward 
one back to the fold. 

Mystery Hike 

27 October 2001 
By Gretchen Crow ley, leader 

Four of us headed out on 
this chilly day from the end of 
Lottery Road to the top on 
Kinsman Hill. At the top of the 
hill there is a picnic table to 
enjoy some nice view's and a 
little lunch, but not when it is 
snowing. Who ordered this 
white stuff on my hike? We did 
sit up at the picnic table and 
catch a few views when the 
clouds broke. We followed the 
logging road down the hill and 
made a very short bush whack to 
connect with the Long Trail 
south, which led us back to 
Lottery Road. 

Jerry Parker then took us for 


a short hike off of Lottery Road 
to find the final resting place ol 
the Bullard’s, which Herb Ogden 
has been looking for for quite 
some time now. (Herb, you just 
take a left off Lottery Road onto 
the logging road and a right at the 
downed tree.) We then bush 
whacked back to our cars and 
headed back to Rutland. 

Bromley Mountain 

4 November 2001 

By Connie Youngstrom. leader 

The day dawned clear, but 
soon heavy grav clouds pushed 
their way in and remained so for 
our hike up and over Bromley 
Mountain. Our group of live plus 
the dog set off at the (railhead on 
Route 1 1. climbed gradually, and 
met several other hikers out 
doing the same. Woody the dog 
splashed his vva> through even 
stream and was quite 
entertaining. 

We passed through slightly 
stunted birch and beech woods as 
we neared the summit. Our lunch 
stop was out of the wind inside 
the ski patrol cabin, where we 
read the hikers log. ate 
Halloween candy, and had 
some good conversation while 
trying to stav warm. 

Continuing north. we 
descended gradual l> and entered 
thick balsam and spruce forest. 
We noted the interesting rock 
formations, lush outcrops of moss 
and deep green carpets ol 
clubmoss and wood ferns along 
the way. Our day ended with a 
visit to the llapgood General 
Store where we enjoyed hot 
drinks and a leisurely browse 
through the oldest continuallv 
running store in Vermont. 
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Work Parties Continued from pauc I 

this summer. Not much pruning 
was needed. We also visited 
with a number of hikers and. I 
hope, educated them a little 
about what it takes to keep the 
Long Trail in good shape. 

Bill and I were pretty 
discouraged at the low turnout. 
The weather was nice 
enough, but hardly anyone 
came. Were some folks still on 
vacation? Did some stay home 
because the newsletter notice 
didn't say where we'd be 
working? It was too bad. 
because there was a lot more 
work to do than we could finish. 
For example, the relocated Long 
Trail has scores of waterbars and 
diversion ditches to keep the 
tread way dry. Most of them silt 
up in one to two years. When 
that happens, the water runs 
down the trail. That is not only 
unpleasant underfoot, but it also 
can erode away the painstaking 
product of days of trail workers' 
time building things like stone 
steps. Eventually, the trail turns 
into a little gully. This can be 
seen on parts of the Sherburne 
Pass Trail, and even more 
dramatically on the Long Trail 
between Smugglers Notch and 
Sterling Pond (which is not in 
our Section, thank goodness). 

Speaking of waterbars: I 

took the Sherburne Pass Trail 
south from Sherburne Pass on 
the last weekend in October to 
"put the trail to bed" for the 
winter. In the first six tenths ol 
a mile, guess how many 
waterbars there are! [Look for 
the answer on page II. Fd.J. II 
our part of the Long Trail 


averages even one third of that 
number of waterbars per mile, 
we have about 400 just on the 
Long Trail, let alone on our 
miles of side trails. Help clean 
them out! It's not hard work. It 
just takes a hoe. If your 
schedule doesn't fit our work 
parties, please call Trails & 
Shelters Co-Chairs Bill 
Robichaud or Steve Williams. 
They can tell you which parts of 
the trail need work and loan you 
our Section's tools to work on 
them. 

On a positive note, perhaps 
now is a good time to recognize 
those who have participated in 
scheduled work parties over the 
last nine years. They are listed 
on page 1 1 with the years and 
number of days each volunteer 
helped clear trail, clean out 
waterbars. saw away 
blowdowns, maintain shelters, 
and do the other things that 
make the Long Trail a pleasant 
place to be. Many thanks to all 
who gave their time and effort! 
[My apologies to anyone ire may 
have left out. Ed. | 

Trail Crews Work on 
Kiilington Section 

By Greg Western 

[ The following is taken from an 
informal report by Greg 
Western. Field Supervisor for 
the Green Mountain Club. Ed.] 

1 am writing to update folks 
on how the trail crew work went 
this year on the Kiilington 
Section. 

The Vermont Youth 
Conservation Corps crews did 
eight weeks of work on Pico 


building solid trail through the 
muddy spots up where the trail 
crosses through the birches. 
Another crew worked four weeks 
on the Long Trail just north ol 
the junction with the Bucklin 
Trail. It'd be great to hear what 
folks think of this work! A note 
for next year: the GMC has 
already arranged with YYCC for 
another four weeks of trail crew 
on the LT somewhere north ol 
Cooper. If folks have in mind 
specific spots they want worked 
on. just contact me sometime. 

The Volunteer Long Trail 
Patrol added some more stairs 
and water bars on the north side 
of Bear Mt. south of Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter. They also, as I 
noted below, repaired some All- 
Terrain-Vehicle damage along 
the Patch Hollow Road and put 
ATV discouraging boulders in 
the old road way. 

It turns out that the boulders 
on Patch Hollow Road were 
placed in such a way that they 
will make the trail difficult to ski 
on. This was a mistake, as we 
did not intend to block ski use ol 
the trail. I looked at the trail with 
Bill Robichaud and a couple ol 
local folks from Spring Lake 
Ranch who frequently ski back 
there (Becky Bates and Peter 
Grace) and we figured out a 
better way to arrange the 
boulders so that they won’t 
obstruct skiing. 

(On October 2~ Greg and a 
group including Section Vice- 
President Connie Vo angstrom 
returned to Patch llollow and 
rearranged the boulders. Fd. / 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. ’01 - Feb. ’02 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown. Non- 
members are welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a lunch. Wear sturdy footgear 
and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip: difficulty indicates steepness and footing. 
For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right 


December 1 Mount Antonc, Rupert 

Saturday Mount Antone offers views of Dorset Peak and beyond. Five miles; 
9 am moderate. Snowshoes may be needed, depending on conditions. 


Steve & Diana 
Williams 
645-9529 


December 15 Senior Shuffle 

Saturday Hog Hill Cemetery in historic Old Brandon. Two miles: moderate. Walk 
9 am or snowshoe. depending on conditions. 


Roma & A I 
Pulling 
773-6997 


December 29 
Saturday 
9 AM 


South Hill, Stoekbridge 

Loop trip from South Hill Cemetery to Fletcher Brook and back, all on old 
roads. Ski. snowshoe. or hike, depending on conditions. If in doubt, call 
the leader. Remote area with some nice nearby \ iews and cellarholes. 
Cemetery with the famous "killed by the fall of a tree" stone. Five and a 
half miles: moderate. 


I lerb Ogden 
775-1350 


January 5 
Saturday 
9 am 


Pico Camp via Sherburne Pass Trail 

Snowshoe from Sherburne Pass south to Pico Camp on the former Long 
Trail. Go from the hardwood forest up into the conifers with a great vista to 
the north. If you've not been on this trail in snow season, you won't 
recognize it. Five miles: difficult. 


I lerb Ogden 
775-1350 


January 12 
Saturday 
1 0 AM 

January 20 
Sunday 
12:30 pm 

January 27 
Sunday 
9 AM 


Mystery Hike 

Leaders are keeping the destination a secret. Ski. hike, or snowshoe. Five 
miles: moderate. 


Barry & Barbara 
Griffith 
492-3573 


Glen Lake Overlook, Bonioseen 

A scenic hike along the shore and a short climb to the overlook for a snack 
break. I like or snowshoe depending on conditions. Three miles: moderate. 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Snake Mountain, Addison 

Snow shoe to the summit for panoramic view s of the Champlain Valley and 
Adirondacks. Four miles: moderate: steep. 


Larry <£ Vi\ 
Walter 
775-3855 


February 2 
Saturday 
9 am 


Little Rock Pond and Green Mountain, Danby 

(Actually, the pond's in Wallingford and the mountain's in Mount labor.) 
Ski to the pond and then snowshoe up the mountain if weather permits. 
Call for details. Four to six miles: moderate. 


Connie 

Youngstrom 

492-3502 


February lo Shrewsbury Bushw hack 

Sunday Snowshoe off the trail, in the woods where animal tracks will be abundant. 
10 AM Two to three miles: moderate. 


Jerry Parker 
747-4439 


Schedule continued on other side of page. 
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Schedule continued from other side of page. 


February 16 
Saturday 


February 24 
Sunday 
10 AM 

March 2 
Saturday 
10 AM* 


Grandpa’s Knob, Castlcton 

Snow shoe or hike, depending on conditions. I like up the TV service road 
to the open summit, site of an installation of a wind generator that failed in 
the 1940‘s. Excellent views from the summit and geological oddities en 
route. Three miles: 1000-feet elevation gain. Easy hike: moderate 
snow shoe. Call leaders for meeting time and place . 

Tiny Pond, Tyson 

A beautiful upland pond recently acquired by the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department for preservation. Three to four miles: moderate. Snowshoes 
may be needed. 

Skyline Lodge, Kiptnn 

Snowshoe up the Skylight Pond trail to this shelter on the Long Trail. Five 
miles: difficult. 


Gordon & I lelen 
Cawood 
352-4310 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Gretchen 

Crowley 

459-2098 


Want to Lead a Hike? 

Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas (773-2185) and Connie Youngslrom (492-3502). I he 
spring schedule will include March through May. lo make a suggestion, or to get your favorite outing on the 
schedule, give Sue or Connie a call before March I . Please don’t wait 'til the last minute. 


Do Turtles Hibernate? 

The every other Friday turtle hike series, sponsored by the Rutland 
Recreation and Parks Department, has ended for this year but some of the 
participants would like to continue in the same slow and easy spirit on snowshoes 
during the winter. If there is sufficient interest, and if volunteer leaders come 
forward, such a series of outings might be arranged. If you're interested in 
leading or joining a Winter Turtles group (we need a better name) please call 
Laurie at the Godnick Adult Center (773-1 853) and let her know . 
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KILLINGTON SECTION VOLUNTEERS 

8 Nov 1992-30 Oct 2001 

Volunteer's name with year worked (number of times) 

* received 5 year service patch ** received 10 year service pin Twenty-nine waterbars 


Abatiell, Andy 

'98 

Hawley. Ira * 96 


Rieger, Wendy 

'97 

Amadon, Erin (staff) 

00 

Helms, Deane 

00 

Robichaud. Ann 

'98 

Anderson, Leon 

'99 

Hurley, Lucille 

•01 (2) 

Robichaud. Bill • 96 

'93 (2) 

Armento, Judith 

'94 

Jaenecke, Pete 

'94 

♦ 

94 (2) 

Backus. Kathleen 

00 

Jaenecke. Peter 

'94 

♦ 

'95 (2) 

Bickford, Channing 

'95 

Kokines, Ray 

00 

♦ 

'96(3) 

Bishop. Gunilla 

'95 

Lamb. Ruth * '96 



•97 (2) 

Bloomer, Kristin 

'96 

Lamb, Sandy * '96 

'93 

♦ 

98 

Blumenthal, Joel 

'98 

LeBlanc. Jill 

'98 

+ 

'99 (4) 

Brennan, Brian 

'98 

Little, John 

'98 

+ 

00 (2) 

Brownell. Betsy 

'94 

+ 

'99 

♦ 

01 (3) 

Briggs, Ted 

'97 

Lopez, Virginia 

98 

Sherman, Jake 

01 

Bump, Frank 

'96 

Lucas, Bill 

01 

Simpson. Brian 

00 

Carey, Mara 

'93 (2) 

Lynch. Peter 

'94 

Simpson, Kimball 

00 

+ 

'94 

Mark. Molly 

94 

Smith (Pellerin). L 

'93 

Carey, Rob ** '96 

'93 (2) 

Martin, David 

'97 

+ 

'94 

+ 

'94 

Marx, Roland 

00 

Southworth, Ann 

'93 

+ 

'95 

McKenna, Brendan 

00 

Stein, Willow 

94 

Carey Seth 

'93 

McNeil, May 

'97 

Stoff, Becca 

00 

+ 

'94 

Mellon, Mary 

'93 

Tavares, Luisa 

'98 

Carey. Sue ** '96 

93 

Mitchell, Ann 

00 

Taylor-Miller. Cynthia 

99 

+ 

94 (2) 

Mitchell. Maureen 

00 

Tenzak. Sue 

99 

+ 

'95 

Montague, Alan 

'96 

Thomas. Sue ** '96 

'93 (2) 

+ 

'96 

Nicoll. Nancy 

'98 

♦ 

94 (2) 

Catozzi, Ray 

'93 

Ochs, Walter 

'94 

+ 

95 (2) 

+ 

'95 

Ogden. Herb ” '96 

'93 (2) 

+ 

96 

+ 

•97 (2) 

+ 

'94 (2) 

+ 

•97 (2) 


'99 (2) 

+ 

'95 (2) 

+ 

98 (2) 

Cayer, Jennifer 

'98 

+ 

'96 (3) 

+ 

'99 (2) 

Cayer, Judy 

98 

+ 

'97 (3) 

+ 

00 

Cayer, Paul 

'98 

+ 

'98 (3) 

Thorne. Doug 

98 

Cemanski, Joe 

'97 


'99 (3) 

Thome. Marta 

98 

Champayne, Chris 

'95 

+ 

00 (3) 

Tufano. Al 

'97 

Collins, Rick 

98 

4- 

01 (2) 

Waldhauer, Carolyn 

95 

Crowley, Gretchen 

00 

O'Neill. Michael 

'98 

Walczykowski. Jane 

01 

+ 

01 

Parker, Jerry ** 96 

'93 

Wallem. Klaus 

'95 

Deinzer. Walter 

98 

♦ 

94 (2) 

Walter, Larry 

95 

Deutschbein, Eric 

96 

♦ 

'95 (2) 

Ward. Mary 

'93 

+ 

'98 (2) 

♦ 

'96 (2) 

+ 

'95 

+ 

00 

+ 

'97 (2) 

Ward, Tim 

'93 

Donahue, Bernard 

'93 

+ 

'98 

+ 

'95 

+ 

'98 

+ 

'99 (2) 

Welch, Tim 

'93 (2) 

Driscoll, Katy 

'98 

+ 

00 (3) 

+ 

95 (2) 

Dutch, Phil 

'94 

♦ 

01 (2) 

Western, Greg (staff) 

98 

Ehrlich, Jason 

'98 

Perkins. Bob 

'97 

+ 

00 

Eich, Kat 

00 

+ 

'98 (2) 

Williams, Diana 

01 

Fish, Kate 

00 

+ 

'99 (3) 

Williams, Steve 

01 

Fusco, Ron 

'97 

+ 

00 (2) 

Winans, Jon (staff) 

00 

Gibbs, Tim 

'97 

+ 

01 

Withbeck, Ryan 

'97 

Gilmore, Dave 

'96 

Pettrone, Mark 

'94 

Woodhouse, Bev 

'98 

+ 

'98 (2) 

+ 

'96 

Woodhouse, Chuck 

98 

Greene, Greg 

'98 

Phillips, Don 

■97 

Yost, Molly 

98 

Gregory. Carol (staff) 

00 

+ 

'98 

Youngstrom, Connie 

•97 

Hardy, David (staff) 

00 

Pingree, Rick 

'97 

♦ 

00 

Hare, Ruth 

'95 

Pulling, Al ** '96 

'96 

Youngstrom. Mark 

•97 

+ 

'96 

Pulling. Steve ** 96 


Zizis. Maryellen 

95 

Hannegan, Pat 

'95 

Rantanen, John 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

Application for Membership 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail AVir.v. and 
the Section quarterly Smoke Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

Membership dues for one year: NAME: 


Individual $27 ($19 tax-deductible)* nnDCQC 

Family $35 ($25 tax-deductible)* AUUKbbb 

Individual Lifetime $500 (all tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (all tax deductible) 


* Anyone who volunteers a substantial amount of PHONE: 

time for club work or who has a limited income, ’ 

may deduct $7. 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work. shelter work. sign making. publications. leading outings. publicity . education. 

other. 

Make check payable to: Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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A Note About Numbers 


Smoke anti Blazes started in 1948 as a monthly publication and continued so 
until about 1959 when it became a bimonthly. In about 1967 it switched to 
quarterly publication. Occasionally issues were skipped, especially in 1970 
and 1971. 

In general each calendar year was assigned a new "Volume", and "Numbers” 
were assigned consecutively from " l " through each year. 

There is some lack of consistency in the months of publication, and there are 
some out-and-out errors in the numbering. 

The following Table of Contents lists the issues in this binder showing the 
Volume, Number, and Date as printed and, where different, what the 
Volume, Number, and Date probably should have been. 


Dedication 

This set of copies of Smoke and Blazes is donated to the Rutland Historical 
Society in memory of my parents, Mary and Craigue Perkins and my aunt, 
Vera Perkins. They conceived the idea for a Killington Section newsletter in 
1 948 and served as editors and publishers for the first several years of its 
existence, cutting stencils, and running mimeograph copies in our living 
room. They continued as frequent contributors to the publication and as 
active members of the Club for over a half century. Fortunately, Dad had a 
pack rat proclivity which I seem to have inherited. By combining his 
collection of Smoke and Blazes with mine, I have been able to put together 
this complete run of the publication. 

Bob Perkins 
Rutland, VT 
April, 1999 
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Wilderness: 

A Vermont Tradition 

Forest Watch Executive Director 
Jim Northup will describe Vermont's 
long tradition of wilderness 
preservation and will discuss current 
proposals for additional wild, 
roadless areas. Jim's presentation, 
part of the GMC sponsored James P. 
Taylor Winter Series, will be at 7:00 
I’M. Friday. 15 March 2002. at the 
UU Church. 1 1 7 West Street. 
Rutland. Admission at the door: 
members $5. nonmembers $8. kids 
free. 

Dues To Increase 

The GMC Board of Directors 
has made two changes in club-wide 
membership processing. 

Effective 1 July 2002 dues will 
be increased to the following: 


Single S30 

Family 40 

Student 20 

Volunteer 20 

Single Life 750 

Family Life 1000 


Renewal dale for a member who 
was paid up as of 31 July 2001 is 
January first, as in the past. Renewal 
date for a member who joined after 
31 July 2001 will be on the 
anniversary’ of his/her joining. A 
member who fails to renew within a 
four-month grace period after his/her 
renewal dale will be dropped. 


Section Potluck and Annual Meeting 

Elect New Directors and Vote on Bylaw Changes 

The Killington Section will hold its annual meeting following a 
potluck supper starting at 5:30 PM on Saturday. 20 April, at Fern 
Cottage. This new location for us is located on the west side of Creek 
Road just north of the intersection w ith River Street. (See map. page 6.) 
Bring a dish to share and a place setting. Beverages will be prov ided. 

Members will elect three section directors for regular three-year 
terms and one for a two-year term. For the three-year positions 
incumbents Ruth Gibbud and Herb Ogden are term-limited out after six 
years in office. Incumbent Bill Robichaud intends to stand for 
reelection. The two-year slot became open when Sue I homas 
announced her retirement for personal reasons. Any section member is 
eligible to serve as a director. Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor at the meeting. (Following the membership meeting the directors 
will convene to elect section officers for the coming year.) 

Members will be asked to ratify two bylaw amendments recently 
approved by the directors: ( 1 ) To delete from Article 2 the sentence that 
requires voting members to be at least 18 years old. (2) lo delete 
entirely Article 14. which authorizes the section to set its own annual 
dues. (The latter change is required for conformity with the GMC club- 
wide uniform dues policy .) 

After the short business meeting out-going President I lerb < )gdcn 
will show slides of his trip to Iceland. 

Member to Through Hike the AT - Again 

Killington Section member, shelter adopter, and trail maintainer. 
Cindy Tay lor-Miller. will be leaving the trailhead south of Springer 
Mountain. Georgia on I March to begin her second through hike of the 
2168-mile Appalachian frail. She knows what she's getting into. She 
made her first AT through hike a quarter century ago in 1 977. 

Cindy, trail name Mrs. Gorp. figures it will take her about 16 weeks 
to make it from Georgia to Vermont: she plans to be back home in 
Wallingford for a two week break in early July. Then it's on to 
katahdin: six more weeks. 

(You can find Cindy's web page at lrailjminuils.com mrsgorp.) 
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from/ the/ Editor 

Meditations of a Cartophile 

What could be a better wax lor a map lover to spend a lew dreary 
w inter evenings than to dig out the atlases and topo maps and to relive 
past hikes and imagine new ones? It's been a while since I abandoned 
any hope of bagging the Adirondack 48. or of conquering the W hite 
Mountain 46. 

How about a more modest goal - say the high points of Rutland 
County? There are 27 towns and one city in the county and each must 
have, if not a peak, at least a highest point. Killington Peak, being on a 
town line, does double duty, so there are 27 high points. 

I think I've located them all on 16 different topographic 
quadrangles. A surprise -- guess which quad has the most town high 
points. West Rutland w ith six! And close behind is Proctor with live! 

On page 1 1 I've listed the results of my perusing. I'd like to hear 
from anyone who spots an error. Now the challenge is to xisit these 
high points on the ground. 

Getting the Right Word 

While writing the piece above I figured that "cartophile" was a 
wonderful ostentatious word for "map lover". Unfortunately. I could 
find it only in one dictionary where it is defined as "a collector of 
baseball cards". Oh well I still like it. 

Due to a miscommunication I referred, in the November issue, to 
"Hog Hill Cemetery". Although no wildlife was spotted. I'xe learned 
that the true destination of our 15 December outing was "Hawk Hill 
Cemetery". I -Yokes a rather different image, doesn't it? 


Contact Information 


Gretchen Crow ley. 32 Pleasant St., Proctor. VT 05765. 459-2098. gcrowley wrrmc.org 
RuthGibbud. 69 Temple St.. Rutland. VT 05701. 747-0732 

Herbert Ogden. 20 Birchwood Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. (11)775-1350. (W)775-336X. lcowtogether.net 

Robert Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184. rperkinsxtw aol.com 

Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-6997. ral37 w juno.com 

William Robichaud. 215 Lincoln Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman. 48 Morse PL, Rutland. VT 05701. 775-2784, jakesher56 whotmail.com 

Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Axe.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Paw let. VT 05775. 645-9529. voorburgwsox er.net 
Connie Youngstrom. Box 1160. Shrexxsbury . VT 05738. 492-3502. marky w soxer.net 
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Help Maintain the Long Trail - Be a Sector Checker 


Do you know why our group 
is called the "Killington Section" 
rather than the "Rutland Chapter" 
of the Green Mountain Club? 
When the GMC was founded in 
1910 the founders* vision and 
primary focus was the 
construction of the Long Trail 
from Massachusetts to Canada. 
They divided the projected trail 
route into sections, each named 
after its most prominent 
geographic feature, and they 
named local groups to build and 
care for each section of the trail. 
Some of these local groups have 
come and gone over the years, 
and some have changed their 
names, but today we have, among 
others, the Breadloaf Section, the 
Sterling Section, the Laraway 
Section and. of course, the 
Killington Section. 

As members of the Killington 
Section we all support the Long 


Trail financially with our dues, 
and many of us enjoy the outings 
and social get-togethers. But our 
name reminds us that our raison 
d'etre is the care and maintenance 
of the "Killington section" of the 
Long Trail. Typical maintenance 
tasks include pruning trailside 
foliage, trimming grass and brush, 
repainting bla/es. repairing or 
replacing directional signs, hoeing 
out water bars, and removing 
small blowdowns from the trail. 
Occasionally a large blowdown 
must be removed or a wet spot on 
the trail must he bridged or 
bypassed. 

To give more members a 
chance for hands-on participation 
in trail care and maintenance the 
section directors, in the spirit of 
the founders, have sub-divided 
the Killington section of the trail 
into a number of shorter sectors. 
It is their hope that members. 


cither individually or with a 
partner, will volunteer to select 
and take charge of the care and 
maintenance of one or more 
sectors. Sector Checkers 

periodically will \ isil their 
sectors, perform any needed 
maintenance tasks that lliev feel 
comfortable doing, and report to 
the Killington Section trails 
chairman on the condition of their 
trails and on the need for am 
major tasks for which more help 
is needed. Tools and guidance b\ 
experienced trail workers will be 
provided as needed. 

The available trail sectors are 
listed below. If you're interested 
in becoming a Sector Checker for 
the Killington Section, or have 
questions about it. gel in touch 
with Bill Robichaud or Herb 
Ogden (See Cimlacl Information 
on page 2). 


Trail Sectors Maintained by the Killington Section 


Bear Mountain 

3.6 miles 

Clarendon Gorge 

2.7 miles 

Beacon Hill 

1 .9 miles 

Cold River 

2.0 miles 

Gould Brook 

1.5 miles 

Sargent Brook 

1 .4 miles 

Killington South 

4.3 miles 

Killington North 

6.3 miles 

Willard Gap 

1 .4 miles 

Pico 

3.4 miles 

Bucklin 

3.6 miles 

Blue Ridge 

2.4 miles 


Long Trail: Route 140 to Minerva 1 1 inches Shelter 

Long Trail: Minerva Hinchey Shelter to Route 103 

Long Trail: Route 103 to Lottery Road 

Long Trail: Lotterv Road to Lower Cold River Road 

Long Trail: Lower Cold River Road to l Ipper Cold River Road 

Long Trail: Upper Cold River Road to Gov. Clement Shelter 

Long Trail: Gov. Clement Shelter to Cooper Lodge 

Long Trail: Cooper Lodge to US Route 4 

Long Trail: US Route 4 to Tucker-Johnson Shelter 

Sherburne Pass frail: US Route 4 to LT at Jungle Junction. 

plus Pico Link to Pico Peak 
Bucklin frail: Brewers Corner to Cooper Lodge. 

plus Killington Spur to Killington Peak 
Cantv Trail: Old Turnpike Road to Blue Ridge summit 
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Trip Reports 

Mount Antone 

I December 2001 

By Steve Williams, co-leader 

Thanks to Sue Thomas the 
group assembled at the Merck 
Forest Visitor Center. Unlike the 
previous southwest Vermont 
expedition, when one participant 
was lost while finding his own 
way from Rutland, and another 
appeared to be overawed by the 
peaks of the area, all declared 
participants were at the starting 
gate in good time. 

To make the route more 
interesting, diversions via the 
McCormick trail and the ski trail 
were made as an alternative to 
merely following the "Antone 
Road” track. This led to 
complaints by a senior member ol 
the party on the subject of going 
down rather than up. a \alid point 
as it happened. However, in the 
interests of reaching the peak he 
was prevailed upon to stay with 
us: we hope that he saw the view 
from the top (over the northern 
pail of the Mettowee valley) as an 
acceptable reward. 

In the past six months there 
has been considerable logging 
around the McCormick trail, but 
with the exception of one very 
muddy patch at the top. the 
logging has opened up the trail 
considerably. also allowing 
glimpses westward toward the 
Adirondacks. 

At the summit the party was 
rewarded with some sunshine, 
which made for a good lunch 
break with time to enjoy the 
surroundings. 

The descent was via the 


Bebee Pond trail, which has some 
attractive stretches through stands 
of silver birch. Beebe Pond does 
not rate amongst the state's most 
scenic, but Birch Pond, passed 
next, does have some claims as a 
picnic and (Summer!) swimming 
spot. Following Birch Pond, 
further protests were heard about 
going up on a down part of the 
trail. Fortuitously no other option 
was practical as a means ol 
returning to the Visitor Center, so 
the leaders were able to survive 
that one. too. 

With a total elapsed time ol 
about four hours, the ten 
participants, leaders Steve and 
Diana Williams included, 
appeared to have enjoyed their 
Merck Forest visit. 

Old Brandon Road 

15 December 2001 
by Roma Pulling, leader 


sign here told us we were on 
property of the Vermont Land 
Trust. 




As we followed the old road, 
now little more than a wagon 
track, we looked for signs ol 
settlement and in addition to 
stonewalls found two cellar holes 
but were not able to identify the 
owners. Various signs have been 
erected locating farms by number 
but not by name. 

Near the end of our hike we 
arrived at the old Hawk Hill, or 
June, cemetery . I here are stones 
for Da\id June and his wife. 
Prudence, and John and Sarah 
Ambler. John was the first settler 
to die. May 5. 1776. It was only a 
short distanee from there to our 
cars. 

This is a short, easy hike and 
one of great historical 
significance. 


A few years ago we hosted a 
trip to various historic sites in 
Rutland that we called "Hiking 
Through History." This outing 
was another hike through history 
as the area traversed by the Old 
Brandon Road was where 
Brandon's earliest settlers 
established their farms. 
Brandon's first white settler. 
Amos Cutler, built his cabin in 
this area. He was followed by 
David June and his father-in-law. 
John Ambler. 

Seven people and a dog 
assembled for this interesting 
hike. We spotted two cars in the 
parking lot at Otter Valley Union 
High School and crowded into 
our station wagon, to ride to the 
end of Carver Street, where we 
parked and started our hike. A 


Stockbridge South Hill 

29 December 2001 
by Herb Ogden, leader 

Nine people showed up for 
this old road walk. One of them 
skied most of the way but didn't 
dare go fast on the downhills for 
fear of running across a gravelly 
stretch. This was. of course, the 
leader, who had advertized this as 
a walk, snowshoe. or ski outing. 
Nobody brought snow shoes, and 
that was just as well. I here was 
at most four inches of snow. 

Leaving the cars at the I 
where South Hill Road turns 
north, we followed an old town 
road that is also a major 
snowmobile route all the way to 
Fletcher Brook. Along the way. 
we noted se\eral cellarholes 
where houses are shown on the 
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1869 Beers Allas and the 1891 
Rutland quadrangle. We also 
found a little flat plaee that may 
once have been Stockbridge 
School No. 17. The only major 
sighting in the wildlife 
department was a big buck that 
bounded down the road ahead ol 
us. We could hear some very 
excited dogs (beagles?) after 
something near an inhabited cabin 
near Fletcher Brook, but we never 
found out what it was. 

After heading north about a 
mile on the Fletcher Brook Road, 
we turned west on a steep uphill 
road that led past three or four 
more home sites before bringing 
us back to the road we came in 
on. At the end of the outing, we 
explored the South Hill cemetery, 
including the grave of the deal 
mute who was "KILLED by the 
fall of a Tree" at age 21. There 
were several interesting epitaphs. 
We were appalled to see that two 
of the oldest stones had been shot 
through with guns, however. 

Pico Camp 

5 January 2002 

by I lerb Ogden, leader 

The ingredients were pretty 
good: a slightly breezy day just 
below freezing, a well-trodden 
trail, enough snow for snow shoes, 
and seven well-prepared hikers. 
The only drawbacks were an 
absence of wildlife and. above 
about 3000*. an absence of views. 
In fact, by the time we reached 
the ski trail at the old Pico 
Junction, fog limited visibility to 
a few hundred feet. 

So many people had already 
snowshoed the route that several 
of us just carried our snowshoes 


on the way up. We halted 
occasionally to enjoy the 
spectacle of the snow-clad trees, 
and we stopped longer at the 
Sinkhole to hear one of our 
number describe the cave that lies 
below it. which he and others 
have explored recently. They 
even found a couple of bats once. 
Once we got up into the 
switchbacks, the evergreens were 
even more beautifully frosted. It 
appears there had been some ice 
fogs up there recently. 

It took us only about an hour 
and a half to reach Pico Camp, so 
we were early for lunch. This 42- 
year-old building was in pretty 
good shape except for some 
rotted framing around the big east 
windows. Using supplies the 
Leader packed in. we replaced 
two big missing window panes 
with Lexan™. secured some 
smaller panes that were in danger 
of falling out. patched the door 
where it had been gnawed, and 
added more sheet metal to the 
privy door, where it had been 
gnawed through. 

The w ell-trodden snow shoe 
traek continued on south, but no 
one seemed to have snowshoed 
up Pico Loop. The last entry in 
the logbook was by a party 
snowshoeing from Sherburne 
Pass to Cooper Lodge and then 
down the Bucklin I rail! The trail 
seems to be getting more winter 
use than last time I led such a 
hike, back in 1996. even though it 
is now only a side trail. Anyway, 
w ith the benefit of all the packing 
done by others, some of us pretty 
much flew back down, taking 
about 3/4 hour for the 2.4 mile 
descent. 


Glen Lake Overlook 

20 January 2002 
By Sue I homas. leader 

When I planned a winter hike 
to Glen Lake Overlook, my 
biggest concern had been that the 
snow might obscure trail blazes, 
seemingly painted by leprechauns 
at an average height of three to 
four feet off the ground. 
Needless to say. that wasn't a 
problem. In fact, snowshoes were 
left behind and we made our way 
cautiously around the lakeshore 
on a combination of ice. snow, 
and a few patches of bare ground. 

Even the dogs were smart 
enough to stay off the lake, where 
open water was still visible 
proving that they're more 
intelligent than the occupants ol 
the one lone ice shanty just oil 
shore. It had not yet sunk when 
we moved on to the short climb 
up to the cliff, where we had a 
snack and enjoyed the view, and 
arrived back at the cars just in 
time for Ray's I lappy I lour. 

Snake Mountain 

27 January 2002 
By Larry Walter, co-leader 

Viv and I led a hike up Snake 
Mountain east of Vermont Route 
22A. and south of Vermont Route 
17 in Addison. We were joined 
by two other hardy souls for an 
enjoyable climb of about 950 feet 
to an open view from the top. We 
could see a good 180-degree 
panorama of the valley lloor 
accentuated by Lake Champlain 
in the north and the Adirondacks 
to the west. The track was icy 
going up. but softened enough to 
afford some bite from our boots 
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on the way back down. The lack 
of snow in the valley below 
looked more like the scene of a 
May hike than a view from the 
deep end of January. No one 
needed snow shoes, and aside 
from some day-old ATV tracks 
there wasn't a sign of any 
mechanized use of the trail at all. 
No wildlife were sighted, 
probably due to our lack of 
attention to the surroundings. 
Where's Mr. Parker when you 
need him?! 

Anyone planning a hike up 
Snake Mountain should be aware 
that the new trailhead and parking 
lot are north and west of the prior 
access. (Take Wilmarth Road 
east from Route 22A and then 
hang a left onto Mountain Road 
for a couple hundred feet to the 
parking lot on the left.) The hike 
is easy enough and rewards you 
with a wonderful view and a nice 
place to eat lunch. 

Little Rock Pond 

2 I ebruary 2002 

By Connie Youngstrom. leader 

The day greeted us with 
brilliantly blue skies and frosty 
cold air — a beautiful wintry 
morning glistening with rock- 
hard ice from yesterday's storm. 
Our group of five brave ice 
hikers, dressed for the cold and 
read) w ith poles and snow shoes, 
started off near Wallingford Pond 
access, heading towards the Long 
Trail and Little Rock Pond. 

Walking on rutted icy tracks 
was tricky, to say the least. Once 
on the Long Trail, we headed 
south where the trail climbed 
gradually, following a north- 
facing slope to the pond. With 


the snow surface encased in a half 
inch of ice. crampon equipped 
snow shoes w ere a necessity 
today. Our crunching footsteps 
were so loud that conversation 
had to wait till we stopped for a 
rest. We found the pond ice and 
snow covered and the outlet 
stream full and rushing. Atop 
nearby Green Mountain ice 
covered branches sparkled in the 
sun. Lunch was in the sunshine at 
the little bridge where we had a 
nice view of the pond and 
mountain. 

I found an interesting variety 
of debris, or windchaff, on the icy 
snow after the high winds last 
evening. Some of these included: 
beech nut husks and tan leaves, 
shreds of paper and yellow birch 
bark, hemlock branchlets with 
tin\ cones attached, red spruce 
and balsam needles, red spruce 
cones, scraps of all sorts of 
lichens and mosses, and bits of 
tree bark, twigs and larger 
branches of many different trees, 
l ew animal tracks were spotted 
due to the storm, but I did see one 
set of coyote tracks and a set of 
deer tracks near the pond. Near 
Wallingford Pond we found a set 
of otter tracks, lfs bounding gait 
and many slides must have 
occurred during the height of the 
storm before the sleet and snow 
changed over to rain. 
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Killington Section, GMC 
Directors Meeting 

5 December 200 1 

By Jake Sherman. Secretary 

Present 

Herb Ogden. Bob Perkins. A I 
Pulling. Bill Robichaud. Sue I liomas. 
Gretchen Crowley. Connie Youngstrom. 
Mark Youngstrom. and Jake Sherman 

Secretary's Minutes 

The minutes of the January 2 and 
March 31 meetings were approved. 
These minutes have already appeared in 
Smoke Blaze a. 

Treasurer's Report 

As of the present there is SI. 388.03 
in the checking account. S 1.375.40 in 
the savings account, and S747.30 in the 
Kirk fund savings account. I here is 
SI 4.030.37 in Kirk I und CDs. the same 
as last year. I here are (>2 individual 
members in the section. 52 family 
members and 14 life members. 
Allowing two individuals lor a family 
membership, the total number of section 
members is 1 28. 

President's Report 

Clarendon Ciore e Park ini: Lo t — 
I he Appalachian I rail Conference 
(ATC) is putting out to bid a $53,000 job 
for paving of and improvements to the 
Clarendon Gorge parking area ofl Route 
103. In addition to the paving, the job 
would involve improvements to the 
bulletin board as well as to the trail on 
both sides of the road. I he work may be 
done next summer. Meanwhile, 
vandalism continues to be a problem at 
the area with the cars ol even day hikers 
suffering broken windows. We are 
desirous of working with the main club 
and other organizations to increase 
patrols of the parking lot. 

New Pico Sh elter - I lie GMC is 
planning to build a new Pico Camp on 
the relocated AT LI on the west side ol 
Pico. The biggest brook crossing along 
this stretch is located 1.8 mi. south ol 
Route 4 and the proposal is to build the 
shelter 0.3 mi. away from the brook to 
the south along the same contour. This 
brook is the last reliable water source 
heading south. The shelter would be 0.3 
mi. off the trail. The shelter is far 
enough around the mountain so you 
begin to lose highway noise, lo further 
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minimize noise we persuaded them to 
reorient the shelter so it would lace 
south. 

CMC Director's Report 

Al reported that the agenda at the 
September meeting dealt with "the usual 
money matters." Part of the land around 
the Waterbury headquarters has been 
purchased and negotiations are 
continuing for the other, larger, pari. 
Some shelters have been built on the 
Waterbury property to house GMC help: 
in winter they will be rented to skiers. 
There was no discussion at all of the 
Champion lands nor was there any 
mention of a proposed trail from Ml. 
Equinox over to Merck f orest. The last 
Long Trail \ 'ews contains the annual 
report. 

Old Business: 

Governor Clement Shelt er - After 
much discussion of possible solutions to 
ongoing problems of vandalism and 
rowdyism at the shelter, it was voted 
unanimously to request a meeting with 
the Shrewsbury Select Board to get their 
input and put forward our ideas. It was 
suggested that Roy Arthur of the 
Vermont Association of Snow Travelers 
(VAST). Gary Salmon of the Stale 
Forest Service and Shrewsbury resident, 
and Mark and Connie Youngstrom. also 
Shrewsbury residents, be invited as 
well. The full array of options from 
putting up signs to banning parking, 
having periodic visits by law 
enforcement, digging trenches, gating 
the road. relocating the trail, 
and building a new shelter continue to be 
on the table. We were somewhat 
incredulous to hear from Dave Hardy 
that according to the Forest Service 
because the shelter is on public property 
we can't even put up a sign. We are 
asking him to go back and find out if this 
can really be true if legally use of the AT 
is restricted to pedestrians. Herb's 
strategy features a combination of 
signage, a parking ban by the town, and 
enforcement by Forest Service 
personnel. It is distressing that some 
guidebooks advise hikers to avoid 
stopping at Governor Clement, the LT's 
oldest shelter, because of possible 
harassment. Meanwhile, efforts to get 
stonework repaired have not met with 
success, as the stonemasons are still too 
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busy. 

Distribution of Quline Schedules - 
- Sue takes the outing schedule to the 
Rutland Herald and sends it to The 
Mountain Times. Bob mails it to The 
Rutland Shopper and Sam 's Good 
Sews. It was suggested that the Black 
River Tribune. Vermont Sports, the 
Brandon-P ills ford Reporter. Manchester 
papers and other radio and TV outlets 
might be good places to send it to. Bob 
said he would be happy to send it to any 
other print media to which we would 
like to have it sent. Jake will sec that 
schedules of our hikes are available at 
Eastern Mountain Spoils in the Diamond 
Run Mall. 

Use of Non-Members Addresses - 
It was felt that non-members who go on 
hikes and sign our register should 
receive a schedule of future hikes along 
with a letter inviting them to join the 
section. Mark and Connie offered to 
draft the letter along with input from Sue 
Thomas. While we want to encourage 
membership, we want to make it clearly 
understood that you don't have to join to 
go on the hikes. 

New Business: 

Policy on Phvsicallv Handicapped 
Hikers -- After considerable discussion, 
it was unanimously voted that a copy of 
the GMC’s Trip Leader Handbook along 
with a cover letter be sent to hike 
leaders. The letter would attempt to 
summarize the leader's responsibilities 
in such situations. While all are 
welcome to come on hikes, questions 
can arise over how much obligation 
there is on the pail of the group to aid 
the handicapped hiker and whether hike 
plans ought to be modified to 
accommodate those with disabilities. 
Ben Rose. GMC executive director, has 
asked Herb to draft guidelines for 
dealing with handicapped hikers that 
will hopefully clarify these and various 
legal issues. 

Bv-Law Chances -- Changes to 
two of the section's by-laws were 
unanimously approved. Eliminated 
from Article 2 was a sentence stating 
that all voting members shall be at least 
18 years old. Article 14 defining the 
section's policy on dues was eliminated 
as well since all dues policies are now 
set by the main club. 
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Annual Medina -- There was 
discussion of a date for the section's 
next annual meeting. None was set but 
it will take place sometime between late 
March and mid-April. We will look into 
Fern Cottage as an alternative to the 
Unitarian Church depending on cost. It 
was proposed that a 45-50 minute Him 
on the training of the 1 0th Mountain 
Division would make a good program. 

Nominees for Dir ectors - I lie 
terms of a number of directors and 
officers, some of whom are ineligible for 
reelection due to having served two 
consecutive terms, will expire at the next 
annual meeting. After some discussion 
of potential replacements, it was 
unanimously approved to put off further 
discussion of candidates until the next 
directors meeting. By this time there 
could be a thorough review of the 
membership lists. 

Trails & Shelters Renort -- Bill 
Robichaud opened by submitting his 
resignation as Trails & Shelters co- 
chair. Bill has been seriously 
disappointed during the past year by 
what he considers very poor turnout for 
work parties and walk-throughs and 
expressed frustration with trying to care 
for the trail with this lack of support. 
Jake expressed appreciation for all the 
time and hard work Bill has put into the 
section's trails for the past several 
years. Bill continued that it was his 
beliel that the section was simply no 
longer interested in traditional trail 
maintenance and that the solution lay in 
"adopters." each of whom would 
commit to caring for a segment of the 
section. Some of these adopters could 
come from our ranks while others would 
be designated by the main club. After 
much discussion, there was a feeling that 
while "adoption" had much merit, 
traditional work parties should not be 
abandoned. Herb contended Bill was 
being overly pessimistic and that 
attendance at work parties had not 
changed all that much in 10 years. 
There was also concern that adopters 
might not be able to live up to their 
original good intentions. It appears that 
the future will involve some 
combination of the two approaches. I lie 
next issue of Smoke <V Blazes will 
feature an article on the section s new 
program of trail adopters. 
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Tavlor Series -- The next Tax lor 
series program will take place Friday. 
March 15. at 7:00 I’M at the Unitarian 
Church. The program will feature a 
slide talk by Jim Northup. executive 
director of Forest Watch, a Montpelier- 
based non-profit advocacy group calling 
for the creation of new wilderness areas 
in the state and the maintenance ol 
existing ones. Connie and Sue will 
again handle refreshments and Sue will 
take care of posters and signs. We again 
want to display the GMC exhibit that 
was there last year. Last year's program 
attracted 30 people and at least that 
many should come this year. 

Trail Sharing - A request was 
made by Connie Youngstrom that a 
short section of trail between Spring 
l.ake and Patch Flollow be maintained in 
such a way that it is usable by cross- 
country skiers as well as hikers. It was 
unanimously approved that a letter be 
sent to the GMC expressing this request. 

Upcoming Meetings -- The GMC 
Executive Committee will be meeting on 
Tuesday. Dec. II at the Forest Service 
primarily to formulate its positions on 
wilderness expansion. At 6:30 that 
evening there will be at the Rutland 
Intermediate School Auditorium a 
statewide Forum on Wilderness that w ill 
include representatives of the logging 
interests as well as those of a w ide range 
of environmental groups. 

Killinaton Flamiine -- Mark 
Youngstrom reported that trees have 
indeed been cut along a Ragging 
tapeline from Cooper Lodge down to the 
West Glade Trail. Ruth Lamb, the 
shelter adopter. had previously 
notified Allen Wilson of ASC about this 
and been told the purpose was to aid 
skiers who accidentally got lost on that 
side of the mountain find their way back 
to the trail. It was felt that this was not 
a good precedent and that Killington 
should have cleared it with the club or at 
least asked. We would like Dave Hardy 
to verify the violation and contact 
Killington on behalf of the GMC. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:4 1 
I’M with several more agenda items yet 
to cover. The next meeting will take 
place Jan. 29. 2002. at 7:00 I’M. again at 
Herb's office. 


Killington Section, GMC 
Directors Meeting 

29 January 2002 

By Sue Thomas. Acting Secretary 

Present 

Herb Ogden. Bill Robichaud. Al 
Pulling. Connie Youngstrom. Bob 
Perkins. Sue Thomas 

Secretary's Minutes 

The minutes of the 5 December 
2001 meeting were read and approved. 

Main Club Director's Report 

Al reported that the Main Club has 
approved dues increases, to go into 
effect this summer, as follows: regular 
member. S30: family. S40: individual 
life. S750; dual life. SI000: student low 
income. S20. 

The Champion Lands were not 
discussed. 

Herb and Bill think we should be 
keeping an eye on main club expenses. 
Bill asked whether we get any funds 
from the Appalachian Trail Conference 
(ATC) for the shared portion of the trail. 
Herb asked Al to suggest to the Main 
Club that they minimize bureaucratic 
details with ATC that take up time and 
therefore money . 

New Pico Shelter 

We're not sure if GMC has money 
budgeted. Bill thinks that Killington 
(Resort) may not be able to make good 
on their promise to help with expenses. 
Should Killington Section think about 
donating money from our Kirk Fund? 

By laws 

Bob will print notice of proposed 
bylaw change in the next Smoke A 
Blazes. 

Section Elections 

Terms of directors Ruth Gibbud. 
Herb Ogden, and Bill Robichaud are 
expiring. Ruth and Herb are ineligible 
for reelection due to term limits. Names 
of several members were suggested as 
possible new board members and 
officers. 

Trail Maintenance 

Should xve continue to have work 
parties? General feeling is yes. but Bill 
is not interested in leading them. 
Herb will lead the high elevation walk- 
through. Sue will ask Jerry Parker to 


lead the low elevation walk-through. 
National Trails Day is I June. Should 
we approach Eastern Mountain Sports 
for sponsorship or recruitment? 
The Main Club has told Herb that I rail ! 
Adopters should report to the Main 
Club. The board doesn't like this idea: 
wants to maintain local control. We 
should still have a trails and shelters 
chair to oversee local projects. 
Should we consider using plastic rather 
than painted bla/es? 

We need to buy new tm>ls as 
needed to bring us up to the following 
complement: 3 hoes. 4 short clippers. 4 
small saws. 4 pick axes. 2 haul hoes. 3 
shovels. 3 grass whips. 3 large saws. I 
long bypass toppers. 2 pry bars. 4 lirst | 
aid kits. 

Bill feels axes are dangerous and 
shouldn't be provided to volunteer 
crews. 

Al will check on the price to rent or 
buy a power weed whacker. 

Volunteers 

Is anyone contacting people who 
check off "volunteer" on their 
membership forms? Decided to discuss, 
at the annual meeting, a new post ol 
volunteer coordinator. 

Membership 

Connie and Sue will draft a letter to 
be sent to new members. 

Trip Leaders 

Connie has received new trip 
leader handbooks from the Main Club. 
She will mail one to each leader on the 
next few schedules. 

Trail Standards 

Herb will advise the Main Club ol 
our position in favor of maintaining the 
trail near Spring Lake to be suitable for 
skiing. 

Governor Clement Shelter 

There will be a meeting at the 
Forest Service office on North Main 
Street at 3 I’M on Thursday . 28 February 
about the problem of undesirable activity 
at the site. A law enforcement 
representative will be there to clarify the 
question of whether access can be 
limited on the road. 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 I'M. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2002 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times show n. Non- 
members are welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a lunch. Wear sturdy footgear 
and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip: difficulty indicates steepness and footing. 
For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right 


March 2 
Saturday 

1 0 AM 

March 9 
Saturday 

9 AM 

March 16 
Saturday 

1 0 AM 

March 23 
Saturday 
1 PM 

March 30 
Saturday 
1 0 AM 

April 7 
Sunday 


April 14 
Sunday 
9 AM 


April 20 
Saturday 
5:30 pm 


April 21 
Sunday 
1 PM 

April 27 
Saturday 
9 AM 


Sky line Lodge, Ripton 

Snowshoe up the Skylight Pond Trail to this shelter on the Long Trail. Five 
miles: difficult. 

Herrick Mountain, West Rutland 

A strenuous 5-mile hike or snovvshoe/ski. depending on conditions. 


Bingo Brook Trail, Rochester 

Ski or snowshoe a wide ITS. Forest Service Road that leads along Bingo 
Brook into the Green Mountains. Peaceful woods and some good views to 
the east. Five miles, moderate. If interest and abilities warrant, we can 
extend this by using the Pine Bend Brook Trail 

Delaware & Hudson Rail Frail, Poultney 

Hike on a flatbed rail trail from downtown Poultney to Route 30 crossing. 
Three plus miles: no elevation gain. Rain date: Sunday . March 24. 

Mystery Hike 

Leader torn among several exciting possibilities at press time. Watch 
Rutland Herald calendar or call leader as the date approaches. 

Mount Moosalamoo, Salisbury 

Hike from historic I- than Allen Cave, where the Green Mountain Boy s are 
said to have camped out. to Burnt Mountain. Five miles: moderate. Joint 
outing with the Bread loaf Section. Call leaders for time and meeting place. 

Silver Lake, Salisbury 

I like in via the Chandler Ridge Trail for lunch on the beach. Back via 
Leicester I follow. Nine miles: moderate. 

Killington Section Annual Meeting 

Join us fora potluck supper, followed by a short business meeting, alter 
which Herb Ogden will present a slide show on Iceland. Nonmembers 
welcome. Bring a place setting and a dish to share. 1 lot drinks provided. 
Location: Fern Hill Cottage. 101 Dorr Drive. Rutland. Call leader if you 
need directions. 

Children’s Adventure Series 

A fun outing for the whole family . We may catch frogs or tadpoles or just 
explore in the woods. All ages welcome. 

Mount Aeolus, Dorset 

I like past the first marble quarry in America, then past a closed Indiana Bat 
cave, then up to an overlook on top of Aeolus. Rain date: Sunday . April 28. 

Outing schedule continued on the following page. 


Gretchen Crowley 
459-2098 

Larry & Vi\ 
Walter 
775-3855 


I lerb Ogden 
775-1350 


Ray Caloz/i 
773-3006 

Connie 

Youngslrom 

492-3502 


Gordon & I lelen 
C’awood 
352-4310 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Jem Parker 
747-4439 


Ray Catoz/i 
773-3006 
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Outing schedule continued from preceding page. 


May 5 
Sunday 
1 I’M 

Brown Covered Bridge, Shrewsbury 

Hike in from Mendon. Four miles: easy 

Roma & Al 
Pulling 
773-6997 

May 1 1 
Saturday 
10 AM 

Mystery Hike 

Leader's surprise destination. Five plus miles: moderate. 

Gretchen Crow ley 
459-2098 

May 18 
Saturday 
9 AM 

Low Elevation Walk-Thru 

Come help us do our spring clean up on the Long/Appalachian Trail between 
Route 4 in Wallingford and Governor Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury. Bring 
work gloves and lunch. Tools provided. 

Jerry Parker 
747-4439 


Preview of June outing schedule. 


June 1 
Saturday 
9 AM 

National Trails Day - High Elevation Walk Thru 

Folks will be out today all across the country doing trail maintenance 
projects. Come join the Killington Section olYhe Green Mountain Club on 
the upper elevations of the Long/Appalachian Trail from Governor Clement 
Shelter in Shrewsbury north to Sherburne Pass. Bring work gloves, lunch, 
and bug spray! Tools provided. 

1 lerb Ogden 
775-1350 

June 8 
Saturday 
9 AM 

Little Rock Pond and Green Mountain, Mount Tabor 

Hike in the Long Trail to beautiful Little Rock Pond, then climb to the 
summit of Green Mountain for views and return along the ridge. It's 6 '/> 
miles w ith some steep climbing to do the whole loop or 5 miles, easy into the 
pond and back. 

Steve & Diana 
Williams 
645-9529 

June 15 
Saturday 

To be determined. 

Barry Barbara 
Gri filth 
492-3573 

June 22 
Saturday 

1 PM 

Children’s Adventure Scries 

A fun outing for the whole family. All ages welcome! 

Jerry Parker 
7474439 

June 23 
Sunday 
8:30 am 

Cardigan Mountain, Canaan, NH 

A short but rugged climb to a spectacular bare rock summit with a manned 
fire tower. Summit is exposed and windy: bring a jacket. Difficult. 3 '/: 
miles. Option to add a 2-mile loop to Firescrew. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2 1 85 


Want to Lead a Hike? 

Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas (773-2185) and Connie Youngstrom (402-3502 ). Ihe 
summer schedule will include June thru August. To make a suggestion, or to get your favorite outing on the 
schedule, give Sue or Connie a call before May I . Please don't wait till the last minute. 
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High Points of Rutland County Towns 


Town 

High Point 

Elevation 

(feet) 

Location 

Topo Quad 

(7.5 minute series) 

Benson 

Unnamed peak 

1060+ 

About 1 .8 mi. N and 100 ft. W' from SE comer. 

Bomoseen 

Brandon 

Point on W face of 
Lead Mine Mountain 

2340 

On Chittenden town line about 2.7 mi. N from SE corner. 

Brandon 

Castleton 

Bird Mountain 

2216 

On Ira town line about 0. 1 mi. N from SW corner. 

West Rutland 

Chittenden 

Farr Peak 

3522 

About 3.0 mi. NE and 1 .4 mi. SE from W comer. 

Mt. Carmel 

Clarendon 

Susie Peak 
(Edmonds Peak) 

2409 

On Ira town line about 1 . 1 mi. N front SW corner. 

West Rutland 

Danby 

Dorset Peak 

3760+ 

About 0.2 mi. N and 1.6 mi W from SE corner 

Dorset 

Fair Haven 

Coons Den 

947 

About 0.3 mi. S and 0.9 mi. W from NE comer. 

Benson 

Hubbardton 

Unnamed peak 
on Pittsford Ridge 

2006 

About 0.2 mi. N and 0. 1 mi. W from SE corner. 

Proctor 

Ira 

Herrick Mountain 

2726 

About 0.4 mi. S and l.l mi. W from NE (concave) comer. 

West Rutland 

Killington 

Killington Peak 

4241 

On Mendon town line about 2.7 mi. SW from W corner. 

Killington Peak 

Mendon 

Killington Peak 

4241 

On Killington town line, about 2.7 mi. SW from “K" corner. 

Killington Peak 

Middletown Springs 

Unnamed peak 

2205 

About 1 .7 mi. S and 0. 1 mi. W from NE corner 

West Rutland 

Mount Tabor 

Pete Parent Peak 

2960 

About 1.4 mi. N and 2.2 mi. E Iron SW comer. 

Danby 

Mount Holly 

Ludlow Mountain 
(Okemo) 

3343 

About 3.3 mi. N and 0.2 mi. E from SE corner 

Mount Holly 

Pawlct 

Bald Hill 

2088 

About 0.4 mi. S and 2.8 mi. W from NE corner. 

Wells 

Poultney 

Spruce Knob 

2420+ 

About 3.2 mi. S and 0.2 mi. W from NE comer 

West Rutland 

Pittsfield 

Unnamed peak 

3100+ 

About 2.5 mi. S and 1 mi. E from NW comer. 

Rochester 

Pittsford 

Unnamed peak 
on Pittsford Ridge 

2035 

About 2. 1 mi. N and 0. 1 mi, E from SW corner. 

Proctor 

Proctor 

Pine Hill 

1436 

On Rutland town line about 2.5 mi. N from SE corner. 

Proctor 

Rutland City 

Point on S shoulder 
of Pine Hill 

1020+ 

On Rutland town line about 0.3 mi. S from NW corner. 

Proctor 

Rutland Town 

Point on N shoulder 
ofBoardman Hill 

1160+ 

On Clarendon town line about 0.2 mi. E IromSW corner. 

West Rutland 

Sudbury 

Stiles Mountain 

1213 

About 0.6 mi. N and 0.5 mi. W from SE corner. 

Sudbury 

Shrewsbury 

Shrewsbury Peak 

3720 

About 0.5 mi. S and 1.5 mi. W from Nl! corner 

Killington Peak 

Tinmouth 

Tinmouth Mountain 

2835 

About 1.2 mi. N and 2.2 mi. E from SW corner 

Middletown Springs 

Wallingford 

Wilder Mountain 

2784 

About 100 ft. N and 1.7 mi. V\ from SI comer 

Wallingford 

Wells 

Northeast Mountain 

2100+ 

About 2.0 mi. N and 2.3 mi. W from SE corner. 

Wells 

West Haven 

Bald Mountain 

900+ 

About 4.2 mi. S and 1.0 mi. E from NW corner. 

Whitehall 

West Rutland 

Mount Hanley? 

2110 

About 2.9 mi. S and 0.4 mi. I from NW corner. 

Proctor 


Distances and elevations are approximate interpolations from the map. "Corner" refers to a corner of the town in question. 
Directions N. E. S. and W are nominal, to he laid oil parallel or perpendicular to the town lines. 


Volume 55. Number I Smoke & Blazes February 2002 


I olume 55. Sum her I 


Smoke & Blazes 


February 2002 


Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
Application for Membership 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club Membership 
in the Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly 
Long Trail News, and the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, 
and social events. Members also receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most 
overnight sites served by caretakers Membership dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington 
Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont 


ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $27 ($19 tax-deductible)* ADDRESS: 

Family $35 ($25 tax-deductible)* 

Individual Lifetime $500 (all tax-deductible) 

Family Lifetime $750 (all deductible) 


* Anyone who volunteers a substantial amount of time for PHONE: 

club work or who has a limited income, may deduct S7. 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail/shelter work, sign making, publications. leading outings, publicity, education, other 

Make check payable to: Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Herb Ogden Passes Gavel to Steve Williams 

Barb Griffith is New V.P., Jake Sherman and Al Pulling Continue in Office 



Herb 


Killington Section 
Annual Meeting 

I3y Jake Sherman. Secretary 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club was called to order 
at 6:40 PM. April 20. 2002 b> 
President Herb Ogden at Fern Hill 
Cottage in Rutland, following a 
potluck supper. Herb welcomed the 
group and thanked Sue Thomas for 
arranging for use of Fern Hill. 
About 30 were present: all 
introduced themselves. 

Secretary’s Report 

The minutes of the 2001 Annual 
Meeting as printed in the February 
2002 issue of Smoke amt Blazes 
were unanimously approved. 


Treasurer’s Report 

The report by treasurer Al Pulling 
was approved with one correction. 
The section has $4,064.20 in 
assets. Currently there are 115 
members, a gain of 27 from the year 
2000. As of the end of 2001 there 
are total assets in the Kirk Fund ot 
$15,852.53. Herb explained that 
the Kirk Fund was established years 
ago by Dorothy Kirk of Rutland in 
memory of her husband George. 

Its purpose is to provide funds for 
maintenance of trails & shelters in 
the Killington Section. The practice 
has been to expend only the interest. 

President's Report/Trails and 
Shelters Report 

President Ogden combined both 
reports. I le explained that the Trails 
and Shelters Committee was co- 
chaired by Steve Williams who 
takes care of paperwork and e-mail 
and Bill Robichaud who takes care 
of work on the ground. 

The Governor Clement Shelter is 
jointly maintained by the Green 
Mountain Club. Appalachian Trail 
Conference, and the U.S. Forest 
Service. Because of vehicle abuse 
the club is pursuing three actions: 

( I ) asking the Town of Shrewsbury 
to prohibit parking. (2) placing a 
line of obstacles (possible boulders) 



Steve 


to prohibit the access of full si/e 
vehicles (there is no way to keep out 
ATVs). and (3) posting signs 
prohibiting parking. If this were 
done, people could be ticketed since 
it is illegal to use motorized vehicles 
off town highways. However, usage 
cannot be restricted to certain groups 
on government land. Herb wasn't 
sure if this would work. He needs to 
have contact with the snowmobile 
club and meet with the Shrewsbury 
selectmen. I f the selectmen approv e. 
exceptions would need to be made to 
permit parking to repair the shelter. 
If vandalism continues, we would 
ask them to abandon the road and we 
would gate it (north of the northerly 
bridge). 


See page 5: Meeting 
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Newsletter of the Millington Section. 
Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 
Term expires in: 


2003 Gretchen Crowley 

" * Alfred Pulling 

" Susan Thomas 

2004 * Robert Perkins 

" * Jacob Sherman 

" * Connie Youngstrom 

2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 

Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary lacob Sherman 

Treasurer Alfred Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

I listory Robert Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

“ Connie Youngstrom 

Trails & Shelters I lerb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda I lutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 


from/ the' Editor 

A Revoltin' Development? 

So many of our important social issues generate 
extreme polarization: a women's right to choose 
versus a fetus' right to life, a land-owner's right to a 
manufactured home versus a neighbor's right to 
maintain his property value, a logger’s right to his 
livelihood versus a spotted owl’s right to its habitat. 
Tom and Brad's right to marry versus - well, you get 
the idea. In each case folks on both sides believe 
strongly that they have the high moral ground. 

It can be surprising, humbling and. I hope, 
enlightening, to find oneself, suddenly, on an 
unfamiliar side. 

The City of Rutland has raised some objection to 
the plans of the Green Mountain Club to build a new 
shelter near the recently relocated Long Trail on the 
west side of Pico. The proposed shelter site is on 
federal land in the Appalachian Trail corridor but it is 
also in the drainage area of the Rutland water supply. 
Are we now the ugly developers threatening our own 
drinking water? 

Of course not. Clearly a new shelter with a 
modern composting toilet is preferable to having 
hundreds of hikers making do (so to speak) on their 
own all over the mountainside. We hope and expect 
to reach a satisfactory arrangement with the city and 
by this fall, to have a much needed replacement for 
the aging Pico Camp. But this episode has reminded 
me. at least, that there may indeed be two sides to 
every issue. 


Contact Information 

Gretchen Crowley, 32 Pleasant St.. Proctor. VT 05765. 459-2098 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-3573. Griff3VT@aol.com 

Lynda Hutchins. 10 Hibbard Hill Rd.. Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770. lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Herbert Ogden, 20 Birchwood Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. (11)775-1350. (W)775-3368. hogden@adelphia.net 

Robert Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr.. Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184. rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-6997. ral37@juno.com 

William Robichaud. 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PL. Rutland. VT 05701, 775-2784, jakesher@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Paw let. VT 05775. 645-9529. voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom. Box 1 160. Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3502. marky@sover.net 


. . 
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Coolidge Range Ridgerunner 2001 Season Report 


By Daniela Molnar 

/Daniela Molnar is the Ridgerunner 
u lto was hired by the GMC ' to he its 
presence on the Coolidge Range 
during the 2001 hiking season. The 
following is a lightly edited version 
of her report. It doesn't necessarily 
reflect official dub views hut 
contains much of interest from a 
thoughtful, close-up observer. Ed.J 

When I began ibis job in early 
August. I did not really know what 
to expect as a ridgerunner on the 
AT/LT. I quickly learned that I was 
to play many different roles: a trail 
worker responsible for a large stretch 
of popular, highly -impacted trails, a 
shelter maintainor for several heavily 
used (and abused) shelters, a public 
contact point for the CMC, an 
interpreter and protector of 
Vermont's high places for a diverse 
and constantly shifting population, 
and the list goes on. The Coolidge 
Range Ridgerunner faces the 
challenge of quickly adapting to 
constantly changing needs in an 
extremely high-use area. In this 
report. I will mainly address matters 
of concern to the GMC and to the 
2002 Ridgerunner. I want to stress 
that although this report may make 
my summer sound difficult and 
tiresome. I thoroughly enjoyed my 
time in this powerful area and 
learned a great deal from my 
experiences there. 

Shelters 

As the Coolidge Range 
Ridgerunner. I spent most of my 
time at Cooper Lodge and its 
environs. It is the highest-use shelter 
in the Coolidge Range, with about 
180 overnight visitors between early 
August and mid October 2001. My 
time working at Cooper Lodge has 
led me to believe that it would be in 
the best interest of the Green 


Mountain Club, the American Skiing 
Corporation and Coolidge State 
Forest to take down Cooper Lodge. 
Cooper Lodge is old, wet. 
perpetually dusty and cold, and is 
prone to vandalism year round. It is a 
vortex for human abuse, which in 
turn results in the disturbance of the 
fragile ecology of the region. The 
shelter itself is structurally flawed: 
the roof leaks, the windows have no 
glass because the glass is smashed as 
quickly as it is installed, the dirt 
floor is rife with mouse holes and 
droppings, and the bunks are 
lopsided. As if these inherent flaws 
were not enough, hikers and tourists 
regularly leave trash at the shelter. 
Most hikers that 1 met did not like 
the shelter. They found it cold and 
uninviting, and their initial dislike of 
the shelter perpetuated the vicious 
cy cle of abuse. 

The American Skiing 
Corporation. [is] the large 
conglomerate that owns killington 
Resort. Cooper's close neighbor . . . 
[A]ny shelter easily accessible from 
the nearby ski trails will be prone to 
vandalism and disrespect, and this 
abuse will extend to the ecosystem 
around the shelter. Cooper l.odge is 
an easy two-tenths of a mile 
downhill from two major chairlifts. 
As long as killington Resort is in 
existence in its current form. Cooper 
Lodge and the surrounding boreal 
forest will be treated with disrespect. 

Another well-known problem 
shelter in the Coolidge Range is the 
Governor Clement Shelter. Because 
the road that goes directly to the 
shelter is likely to remain open by 
the discretion of the private 
landowner who controls access to the 
road, there is not much hope that this 
shelter will become a safe place for 
hikers at any point in the future. 
[ Actually the road is a town highway 
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and the property belongs to the 
federal government. The CMC is 
working to find a inn to control 
vehicle access near the shelter. Ed. \ 
Just in my short time as a 
ridgerunner. I received a steady How 
of reports of harassment, illegal tree 
cutting, loud drunken parties, and 
even phy sical assault. I never stayed 
at the shelter because I did not feel 
safe there. The GMC Guidebook 
discourages hikers from staying 
there, and I actively discouraged 
overnight use of the shelter, as well 
What is the use of a shelter that 
hikers cannot use? Why is the GMC 
paying to maintain a shelter that is 
not used by hikers and is abused by 
non-hikers? The cry that the shelter 
is “historic" seems an unworthy 
justification. It is old. yes. but it is 
not preserved, which makes it simply 
old. not antique. Taking down the 
Gov. Clement Shelter seems like the 
only logical way to deal with the 
abuse of the area. If it remains 
standing, the abuse and \ iolence w ill 
continue. [ The Killington Section 
lias not. as yet. given up on 
preserving Gov. Clement Shelter. 
H e are trying to locale a stonemason 
who will work on the walls and 
chimney. Ed. \ 

If Cooper Lodge and Gov. 
Clement Shelter are to be taken 
down, one or two new shelters will 
need to be built. Although I have not 
researched the details of locating a 
new shelter, my experience in the 
area says that a good place would be 
the old site of the Tamarack Shelter, 
on the south side of Little Killington. 
at the junction with the Shrewsbury 
Peak frail. [ The suggested site at the 
current Shrewsbury Teak Trail 
junction actually is about a half mile 
south of the of the former Tamarack 
Shelter site. Ed.] At 3600 feet, the 
forest in this area is not as delicate as 
the present location of Cooper 
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Lodge, but it is still a high-elevation 
ecosystem. An even better spot may 
be about one mile south of the 
Shrewsbury Peak Trail junction 
where a small spring ran all summer 
(through a severe drought) and the 
forest begins to transition to a less- 
sensitive hardwood forest. 

Because there is a composting 
toilet system already in place at 
Cooper Lodge. I would recommend 
leav ing the tent platforms and 
making it a tenting site only. This 
would not attract winter visitors and 
would thus greatly reduce the threat 
of vandalism. It seemed that most 
v isitors to Cooper Lodge preferred to 
camp on the platforms, anyway. The 
established tenting sites at Gov. 
Clement should also remain. I 
believe that the site's "nocturnal 
earousers” would be much less 
enticed by a tenting area than a 
shelter. 

fhe other shelters in the 
Coolidge Range, Pico Camp and 
Clarendon Shelter, have their own 
share of challenges, though these are 
much less dire than Cooper Lodge 
and Gov. Clement. Pico Camp is a 
cozy little cabin, and although it 
receives its share of littering and 
some illegal fires. I believe that it 
should remain standing as long as it 
is not directly threatened by the 
expansion of Pico Resort. It is a 
popular lunch spot for hikers and 
receives moderate overnight use 
despite its location on a side trail. II 
it is to remain standing even one 
more season, the privy hole is full - 
the privy must be moved 
immediately. 

Clarendon Shelter is a very 
peaceful shelter with few problems . 
. . . [Possibly due lo an oversight. 
Clarendon Shelter lies on private 
land outside of the LT/AT corridor. 
The CMC may have little ability lo 
control any undesirable activity 
there. Ed.] 


The Coopah Poopah 

This new composting toilet 
faces its share of problems, but is 
operating relatively well. It receives 
very high use during the summer 
months, and is used by skiers during 
the winter months as well. There is 
certainly a need for close 
management of this facility. The 
catcher fills up quickly, especially 
during July and August, and there is 
always a lot of liquid in the catcher. 
New. eye-catching signs urging 
people to PLEASE not pee in there 
seemed to help considerably, and a 
new bucket to hold bark mulch 
helped encourage people to use the 
mulch more. The signs should 
definitely be replaced if they are not 
there at the start of the 2002 season, 
and the bark mulch bucket should 
always be kept full by the 
ridgerunner. Also, it is important to 
talk to people about the significance 
of the composting process - why it is 
important, what it does, and why to 
NOT pee in there. A drainage sy stem 
such as the one that exists at Camel's 
Hump would greatly help the Cooper 
Pooper compost more effectively. 

Killington Peak 

The Coolidge Range is certainly 
high-use. Between early August and 
mid October. I encountered 1.296 
people: hikers, thru-hikers, tourists, 
school groups, and others. Most of 
these people were tourists or day- 
hikers that I met on or near the 
summit of Killington. The summit is 
very much a part of the Killington 
resort. There is no vegetation left to 
protect on the bare, rocky summit, so 
the job of the Coolidge Range 
ridgerunner is different from the 
"stay on the rocks" job of the summit 
caretakers of Mt. Mansfield. Mt. 
Abraham, and Camel's Hump. 
Killington summit duty consists 
mainly of being a talking brochure 
for the constant stream of tourists 
that circulate quickly on and off the 


summit. The average visitor would 
stay on the summit for no longer 
than three to four minutes, during 
which time he or she would inquire 
about the names of the surrounding 
peaks and sometimes warily ask 
about the nature of my job. Having 
checked the destination off of their 
lists, they would then depart. 

I had difficulty relating to so 
many people on such a surface level, 
so I rarely succeeded in adding depth 
or substance to the peoples' 
insubstantial experience of the 
summit. I felt like I was in a 
shopping mall, not on top of a 
mountain. I think that most of my 
difficulty relating lo the big gondola 
crowds is personal. I certainly feel 
that I was able to create more 
successful summit experiences as the 
season progressed, but I am simply 
not as suited to that type of 
encounter as another person might 
be. 

I think it is important that in 
hiring the 2002 Coolidge 
Ridgerunner. the GMC take into 
serious consideration the applicants' 
propensity for relating to large 
crowds in the ways described above. 
There is certainly enormous potential 
for a ridgerunner on summit duty to 
make an impact on the gondola 
crowds, but the person who is best 
suited to this type of work may not 
be the same person who is best 
suited to the other, very different 
aspects of the ridgerunner’s duties. 
Most of my time as a ridgerunner 
was spent either alone doing trail 
work or with small groups of hikers 
at shelters, and I feel that I excelled 
at these types of interactions, but 
often felt confused as to how to best 
relate to the summit crowds. I he 
Coolidge Ridgerunner is expected to 
be a summit caretaker, multiple-site 
caretaker, and a trail maintainer. 
These are all hard jobs, and they are 
all very different. It may be in the 
best interest of the GMC to decide 
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which of the duties of the Coolidge 
Ridgerunner is most important to the 
CMC. and to hire accordingly. 

Trails 

The trails in the Coolidge 
Range are in generally good 
condition but require constant 
maintenance because they are so 
heavily used. I cleared several 
blowdowns, but most of my time 
was spent brushing in and clearing 
waterbars. The work is constant but 
not overwhelming, but it is important 
to stay on top of it and not let the 
trails get trampled, which can 
happen fast. Tom's 2000 End-of- 
Season Report has some good 
suggestions on how to manage the 
trails effectively. 

A Word on VYCC Crews 

There were two Vermont Youth 
Conservation Corps crews stationed 
in the Coolidge Range for the month 
of August, one just north of Cooper 
Lodge and one just south of Pico 
Camp. The groups worked hard, 
accomplishing impressive and much- 
needed rock drainages and staircases. 
Both groups were initially 
welcoming, inviting me to dinner 
and asking me to lead discussions 
about Leave No Trace ethics. Main 
thanks to the Killington VYCC crew 
for their openness, hospitality, and 
enthusiasm: they contributed a great 
deal to my experience and to the 
trail. Unfortunately, my experience 
with the Pico VYCC crew was not as 
positive. Fhe crew leaders 
encouraged a competitive, 
antagonistic relationship between my 
work on the trail and their work on 
the trail. They seemed to feel 
threatened by nn questions and 
suggestions. I feel that there is a 
need for greater communication and 
cooperation between the GMC and 
the VYCC. both on an administrative 
level and in the field. The 
welcoming, cooperative attitude of 
the Killington VYCC crew is 


commendable and is a good goal to 
w ork towards. 

Ideas for the Future 

The Coolidge Range is a 
problematic area of the Long Trail 
because of its proximity to Rutland, 
the most crime-ridden city in 
Vermont, and its aggressive 
"development" by the large, absentee 
corporation that owns most of the 
range. During my time as a 
ridgerunner, I often felt a sense of 
uselessness in the face of matters 
over which I had no control. A 
person who has stated authority, like 
a police officer, is better equipped to 
resolve many of the problems that 
plague this region. I did not feel 
comfortable or empowered to 
approach the locals at Gov. Clement: 
the well-intentioned “unofficial 
caretaker" at the Clarendon Shelter 
did not listen to my strong 
suggestions: all that I could do to 
counter the abuse of Cooper and 
Pico shelters was to pick up the trash 
I found left there. It often felt like 
my job consisted mostly of picking 
up trash, which is a discouragingly 
reactionary (rather than preventative) 
approach to management of such a 
beautiful and sensitive region. 

The 2002 Coolidge Range 
Ridgerunner would benefit from 
approaching the job with knowledge 
of its difficulty and by being creative 
and flexible in dreaming up 
strategies on how to deal effectively 
with the continual abuse of the 
region. A proactive, optimistic, 
dynamic person with the ability to 
transform a discouraging, difficult 
situation into a worthwhile eye- 
opening challenge will benefit 
greatly from the job and will be able 
to create needed changes in the 
Coolidge Range. 

Thanks to all the good folks at 
the GMC for your flexibility, 
receptivity, and support. Keep up the 
good work, y 'all. 


Meeting 

( 'omimied from Pane I 

Cooper Lodge is maintained by Ruth 
and Sandy Lamb. There is a 
problem with people skiing off the 
roof. A possible solution is to make 
the roof steeper, although some 
might consider this a further 
challenge. People also jump off the 
roof in summer and this loosens the 
screws resulting in leakage. Pete 
Ketcham said that he was not aware 
of any conv ersation to restrict use ol 
the shelter. 

Herb reported that an improved 
parking area is now under 
construction at the 1. L A I trailhead 
on VT 103. I le also thanked Connie 
Youngstrom and Sue Thomas for 
organizing the James Taylor 
Lecture. Herb announced that the 
Trail Sector Checkers were Kathleen 
Wood for Killington North (Cooper 
Lodge to US 4). Connie and Mark 
Youngstrom (Lottery Road to I ower 
Cold River Road), and Herb Ogden 
(Canty Trail/Blue Ridge Mountain). 
The role of the Trail Checkers is to 
walk the trail at least once, make 
minor repairs, and report any work 
needed. 

Smoke and Blazes 

Herb thanked Bob Perkins for a 
great first year. Bob remarked that 
he was having fun doing it and 
thanked everyone who submitted 
hike reports. He reminded members 
that anything is welcome. His intent 
is to publish Smoke anti Blazes in 
February, May. August. and 
November. He urged hike leaders to 
submit schedules a month before the 
publication date 

Outings Committee Report 

Sue Thomas urged leaders to call 
as far ahead of time as possible to 
schedule hikes and to submit their 
reports to Bob Perkins. 
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Historian’s Report 

Bob Perkins reported that there 
were no new initiatives but reminded 
members that all CMC memorabilia 
is welcome. The Rutland Historical 
Society has agreed to be a repository' 
for donated materials. 

Green Mountain Club 
Director’s Report 

Al Pulling reported on the 
situation regarding the Jonesville 
Bridge over the Winooski. The old 
bridge has finally been removed and 
will be replaced, but in the meantime 
LT hikers have no way to cross the 
river. Fording is not recommended 
because releases from a 
hydroelectric plant can rapidly affect 
the water depth. Pete ketcham from 
the GMC reported that a member ol 
the Ottaquechee Section has donated 
a 16 passenger van that will be used 
to shuttle hikers on both sides of the 
river at posted times. The provision 
of a footbridge is stalemated because 
an adjoining landowner is not willing 
to give the club access rights. Work 
is being done on a possible 
relocation involving the State and the 
towns of Duxbury and Bolton. 

Old Business 

The killington Director's 
recommended that the Club amend 
the by laws as printed in the February 
issue of Smoke am! Blazes. This 
action would delete the part ol 
Article 2 that requires that all \oling 
members be at least 1 8 y ears of age. 
It would also delete Article 14. 
which authorizes the section to 
determine its dues, since dues are 
now set by the Green Mountain 
Club. The recommendation was 
passed with one abstention. 

New Business 

The problem of an outhouse at a 
proposed new Pico shelter was 
discussed. The problem is that the 
newly relocated LT/AT crosses the 


Rutland city watershed and city 
ordinances require that privies within 
the watershed be equipped with a 
full septic system. Even though the 
shelter the GMC proposes would be 
equipped with the latest 
composting/combustion technology, 
it wouldn't meet the present 
ordinance. We are therefore 
negotiating with the city Public 
Works Commissioner to get 
permission to build an outhouse. If 
no shelter were built, there would be 
no shelter between Cooper Lodge 
and Tucker-Johnson Shelter, and if 
one were built without a privy it 
would undoubtedly lead to 
contamination of a nearby brook. 
Pete ketcham reported that the GMC 
has submitted an Act 250 application 
(which is more than I" thick for 
those interested in reading it!) for the 
building of a new shelter and privy 
on the relocated trail. The goal is to 
fly the shelter in by August if there 
are no challenges to the permit. Eric 
and Laura Tobiason of the 
Ottauqucchee Section are 
volunteering to build the shelter 

Sarah Lowry has been jointly 
hired (GMC/ATC) as Coolidge 
Range Ridge Runner from the end of 
June to mid-October. She will be 
responsible for basic trail 
maintenance. It was suggested that 
there be a Ridge Runner report in the 
next Smoke am! Blazes. 

Pete ketcham reported that the 
new shelter must be accessible for 
those with mobility impairment. 
There is a public perception that the 
Architectural Barrier Act. which 
provides for such access, conflicts 
with the idea of a "primitive hiking 
experience" but Pete adv ised that it 
was not in the best interest of the 
Club to be against the ABA 

Herb asked for some direction 
regarding the relocated Pico Shelter 
if negotiations do not go well with 
the city. He reported that there were 


three options: ( I ) do not build a new 
shelter in the city watershed and 
maintain the current Pico Camp as 
long as we can: (2) encourage the 
National Park Service to be 
aggressive with the city since federal 
land is not subject to local regulation 
(going through the Act 250 process 
is a good faith effort, but not 
required): or (3) urge the city to 
amend the ordinance to allow the 
Club to build the shelter since that 
would be the best solution to the 
waste situation. If no agreement 
could be reached the members voted 
to urge the city to amend the 
ordinance to specifically permit the 
GMC to build a shelter with a privy 
(which would have an incinerating 
composting system). There were no 
members who urged an aggressive 
stance and only one member 
who was in favor of abandoning the 
project. 

Herb reported that the second 
three-year terms of Ruth Gihbud and 
Herb Ogden were expiring and they 
could not be reelected: in addition 
the first three-year term of Bill 
Robichaud was expiring, lie also 
pointed out that in 2003. Al Pulling's 
term would be expiring and he could 
not be reelected, although Sue 
Thomas and Gretchcn Crowley 
could be reelected for second three- 
year terms. In 2004 the three-year 
terms of Bob Perkins. Jake Sherman, 
and Connie Youngstrom will expire 
and they will not be eligible for 
reelection). It was moved and 
seconded to place the following on 
the ballot for three-year terms to 
expire in 2005: Bill Robichaud. 

Barb Griffith, and Steve Williams. 
The nominees were accepted and 
approved unanimously as a single 
slate. 

The meeting recessed for the 
Director's meeting. Following a 
brief recess Jake Sherman reported 
that the following were elected: 
President -Steve Williams. Vice 
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President-Barb Griffith. Secretar}- 
Jake Sherman. Treasurcr-AI Pulling, 
and GMC Director-Herb Ogden. 
Herb declined in favor of Lynda 
Hutchins. Al Pulling was elected the 
Alternate GMC Director. 

It was moved and seconded to 
adjourn the meeting for a slide 
program on Iceland presented by 
Herb Ogden: the motion carried. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8: 15. 
Following the program. Jake 
Sherman on behalf oe directors and 
section members thanked Herb 
Ogden for his sen ice of six \cars as 
president. Herb did a great job and 
provided exceptional leadership. He 
w ill be much missed in that capacity. 



Section Hikers Take a Breather at Brown Bridge 


Grandpa's Knob 

16 February 2002 

Bv Gordon &. I lelen Cavvood, leaders 

Snow shoes were not needed for 
the hike up Grandpa Knob in 
Castleton on Februarv 16. Trucks 
and snowmobiles on the service road 
left us more ice than snow. Sixteen 
hikers on this joint Bread Loaf/ 
Killington outing trekked to the open 
summit. Viewing was good if you 
consider dark clouds over both the 
Green Mountains and the 
Adirondack* to be good v ievv ing. 

We talked about the 
experimental wind turbine that was 
installed on the peak in 1941. It had 
two steel blades, each weighing 8 
tons, forming a 175-foot circle. It 
operated 16 months until one of the 
blades failed. The broken blade was 
tossed 750 feet! All that is visible 
today are four stanchions, once 
supporting the 107-foot tall tower. 

We also checked on two 
unusual bedrock outcroppings, 
called "hogbacks." The crowns 
had been shaped by normal 
weathering: while the bases had 


Trip Reports 

been eroded by running glacial ice 
melt, giving the outcroppings a top- 
heavy appearance. Thank you all for 
coming. Your company brought nice 
hiking weather and made for a very 
pleasant outing. 

Herrick Mountain 

9 March 2002 

By Larry W alter, co leader 

The Herrick Mountain cross- 
country special came ofT with a 
minimum of hitches. The hardest 
part was figuring out how to 
coordinate all the vehicles in an 
effort to leav e enough people-carriers 
spotted at trail's end. After some 
heroic spring-heave driving on the 
south end we managed to get all ten 
hikers to the trailhead. 

The weather was near perfect 
with an uncommonly warm breeze 
and blue skies. The first and best 
viewpoint on the south end of the 
main ridge served as a good place to 
take a lunch break. The 170-degree 
vista includes parts of Lake 
Bomosecn. the back side of 
Birdseye. Ira, Grandpa’s Knob, 
Route 4 and the entire approach. 
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summit and easterly slope of I lerrick 
Mountain. At least one member of 
past Herrick hikes remembered 
having no view, so apparently the 
locals have cleared off some til the 
vegetation. 

We eventually hit enough snow 
to warrant occasional use of the 
‘shoe’s. A couple of hardy souls 
managed to post-hole through the 
white sections. To our surprise 
(kinda). there is now a brushed 
ATV/sled trail all the wav to the 
summit. W'e bailed off the 
southeaster!} side of I lerrick onto 
increasing)} better logging roads to a 
3:00 PM rendezvous with our 
waiting vehicles. 

Aside from one nasty little pitch 
up a snow-chute (good team work 
prevailed) and a couple false 
summits, the hike was fairly tame. 
W'e only spotted a couple guvs 
headed up the northerly ATV trail in 
the morning, with no other humans 
sighted. 

Those who wish to hike the 
same route (from Spruce Knob to the 
northerly end of the old Middletown- 
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Ira Town Road) should contact the 
locals for parking and access 
permission. I have names and 
numbers from some past survey 
work in the area. 

Bingo Brook 

16 March 2002 

Trip was cancelled due to rain. 

Poullney Rail-Trail 

23 March 2002 
By Ray Catoz/i. leader 

If you hadn't been out hiking 
this past winter with all the snow and 
cold weather, a nice short trip on a 
Hat. no-elevation-gain trail was the 
perfect way to start your hiking 
season. We took the Delaware & 
Hudson Rail-Trail from the Route 30 
crossing into the \ illage of Poultney. 
It was almost like walking around 
your own neighborhood, but we were 
out in the open countryside with no 
snow or rain. A dog or two. and nine 
of us enjoyed a pleasant afternoon 
walk. I would recommend this way 
to start your hiking season if you 
spent too much time indoors during 
the winter watching television. 

Mount Moosalamoo 

7 April 2002 

By Gordon & Helen Cawood, 
coleaders 

It must have been spring fever. 
We have never had so many calls 
about a hike (about 29). or so many 
hikers (21) participating in one of our 
hikes. Beautiful hiking weather may 
have had something to do with it. 
But the early callers could not have 
anticipated that. 

We began the hike at the 
Branbury State Park campground, 
taking Ethan Allen Tail to Ethan 
Allen Cave. We checked, but Ethan 
was not in. He must have decided 
that these accommodations were 
rather too Spartan. Ethan Allen Trail 
continued to Hawkins Road. Summit 
Road and Bear Pond Avenue. In 
spite of the urban nomenclature. 


there was no blacktop. Crag Trail 
and Pitch Pine Trail were more 
rugged, being most rugged after we 
stopped at Pitch Pine Point for lunch 
and a view of Lake Dunniore. 

Cold Spring Trail. Iroquois Trail 
and Burnt Mountain Trail brought us 
to the summit of Burnt Mt. A ledge 
to the west gave us a good view of 
the Adirondacks and the hill in 
Orwell where Lynda Hutchins lives. 
Another to the east and south took in 
Mt. Moosalamoo and Lake 
Dunniore. A short retreat from Burnt 
Mt. brought us to Upper Plains Road, 
just north of Kampersville where 
cars had been spotted. 

Many thanks, all. for coming. 
We enjoyed the hike and your 
company. 

Mount Aeolus 

27 April 2002 

By Ray Catozzi. leader 

I had climbed this mountain 
with all the old marble quarries and 
the large Indiana Bat cave many 
years ago. but I wasn't certain now of 
the right trail up the mountain. I was 
put in touch with Rick Pingree. a 
local caver, and he said. "Yes. I can 
show you the route to the cave and 
beyond." So he and I went down 
there and up the quarry road to the 
cave. Now I was all set to lead the 
group of 15 hikers there a few days 
later. 

Tvvas a great sunny day and we 
hiked up a good quarry road, past 
three or four quarries, and then to the 
bat cave, which is closed off with a 
large metal gate covering the large 
opening. Entering the cave is 
prohibited most of the time so as not 
to disturb the sleeping bats. We 
passed two nice clearances with nice 
views of the Valley of Vermont and 
just past the cave was a third where 
we stopped for lunch. 

After lunch we headed off the 
quarry road onto a nice trail that 


started up the last half mile or so to 
the top of Mount Aeolus. Easy going 
at first, then we hit a short, sleep 
pitch that a slight covering of snow 
made difficult for some of us. Then 
the trail leveled off again for a few 
hundred yards. The another steep, 
winding pitch, with more snow under 
foot, which proved loo much for a 
few of us, so we sat down and waited 
while the hardy ones went on to the 
top of Aeolus. Not much of a v iew 
up there, but those who climbed can 
now say they climbed it! 

All 15 of us had a nice pleasant 
walk back down to our cars. 

Brown Bridge 

5 May 2002 

By Roma Pulling, co-leader 

The day of the hike was one of 
those perfect days hike leaders dream 
about but don't usually get. Also, we 
planned a half-day hike, a schedule 
that appeals to many people who 
think 9 \\i is early. So we had a 
large group of 22 hikers at the park 
and only lost four of them. (Just 
kidding! Four people decided to cut 
the route short and found alternate 
means of returning home.) 

The route from Tamarack Notch 
to Brown Bridge is a popular one 
with 4-wheelers and mountain bikes 
as well as hikers: so we found it 
surprising that we met no one. 
Recent rains had made a mess of the 
trail in spots where we had to detour 
off to one side. Wild flowers were 
not as numerous as hoped. We did 
see red trilliums. colt's foot and one 
lone dogtooth violet. A few 
hobblebushes were in bloom 
although those in other locations had 
long since gone by. 

Brown Bridge is located in 
Shrewsbury over the Cold River 
where it crosses the Upper Cold 
River Road. For the benefit of 
covered bridge hobbyists, it was built 
in 1880 by Nicholas Powers and is of 
town lattice structure. 
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Even though we were 
competing with the Loyalty Day 
parade, we were pleased with the 
hike's success. 

Mystery Hike 

I I May 2002 

By Ray Catozzi. Leader 

Where did we go? I led the 
group of 13 in five cars up Route 4 to 
where the new LT/AT crosses the 
highway. I suggested we could go 
south on the AT all the way to 
Springer Mountain in Georgia, but 
we couldn’t be back in time for 
supper. 

So we went north to Willard 
Gap. where the Long Trail and the 
Appalachian Trail separate. A short 


distance further on the AT we came 
to the junction with the north loop of 
the Deer Leap Trail. Up this trail we 
went, over three short, steep pitches, 
but with nice easy stretches in 
between, to the top of Deer Leap 
Mountain. Then down a short, steep 
trail to a small brook crossing and up 
a short, steep trail on what I call the 
lower Deer Leap dome. We soon 
joined the east loop of the Deer Leap 
trail and ambled down and out to the 
Deer Leap overlook. 

Many of our group had never 
been there before and were 
overwhelmed with the view of Pico, 
Killington. Blueridge and the 
mountains all the way to New York 
State. It was windy and cold so we 


quickly got down in a hollow 
between some rock outcroppings and 
enjoyed our lunch in the warm 
sunshine. 

After lunch we descended the 
east loop to rejoin the AT. hut for 
only about 50 yards. We left the AT 
and went down the old LT/A I . now 
called the Sherburne Pass Trail, to 
the Inn at Long Trail. As we 
prepared to get in our cars for the 
drive home we looked back and saw 
three fellows rock climbing straight 
up the high, perpendicular Deer Leap 
cliff. We watched and admired them 
for quite a while, as we sipped a 
glass of homemade dandelion 
blossom w ine. 


Killington Section Members Encourage Future Members Examining Amphibious Wildlife 



Family Hike, Split Rock Trail in Pittsford 

21 April 2002. Jerry Parker, leader 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2002 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown. Non-members are 
welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a lunch. Wear sturdy footgear and dress for weather 
changes. Distances are approximate round trip; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a 
trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right 


June 1 
Saturday 
9 am 

National Trails Day - High Elevation Walk Thru 

Folks will be out today all across the country doing trail maintenance projects. 
Come join the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club on the upper 
elevations of the Long/Appalachian Trail from Governor Clement Shelter in 
Shrewsbury north to Sherburne Pass. Bring work gloves, lunch, and bug spray! 
Tools provided. 

Herb Ogden 
775-1350 

June 8 
Saturday 
9 AM 

Little Rock Pond and Green Mountain, Mount Tabor 

1 like in the Long Trail to beautiful Little Rock Pond, then climb to the summit of 
Green Mountain lor v iews and return along the ridge. It's 6 'A miles with some 
steep climbing to do the whole loop or 5 miles, easy into the pond and back. 

Steve & Diana 
Williams 
645-9529 

June 15 
Saturday 
9 AM 

Baker Peak, Mount Tabor 

We'll ascend Baker Peak (2840 feet) via the Lake Trail, a moderate but steady climb, 
to enjoy some splendid views from the summit. From there we'll take the Long Trail 
south for a look at Gri filth Lake, then return via the old carriage route to our 
vehicles. Eight miles round trip. 

Barry <fc Barbara 
Griffith 
492-3573 

June 22 
Saturday 
1 |»M 

Children's Adventure Series 

A fun outing for the whole family . All ages welcome! 

Jerry Parker 
747-4439 

June 23 
Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Cardigan Mountain, Canaan, NH 

A short but rugged climb to a spectacular bare rock summit with a manned fire 
tower. Summit is exposed and w indy; bring a jacket. Difficult. 3 '/i miles. Option 
to add a 2-mile loop to Firescrew. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

June 29 
Saturday 
9 AM 

Snake Mountain, Addison 

Hike up the trail to the site of an old hotel with panoramic views of Lake Champlain 
and the Adirondacks. then bushwhack down an alternate route. Moderate. 5 '/: miles. 
Rain date - 30' 1 ' 

Ray CaUv/i 
773-3006 

July 6 
Saturday 

10 am' 

Long Trail, Cuttingsville 

Follow the Long/Appalachian Trail south from Clarendon Gorge across the 
suspension bridge and along the ridge w ith several scenic lookouts. Option to stop 
at Spring Lake. 3 miles, or continue to Route 140. 5 '/: miles. Moderate. Rain date - 
7"'. 

Andrea McQuadc 
775-6273 

July 13 
Saturday 
9 am 

Mount Ascutney, Windsor 

Up the Windsor Trail to the summit where an observation tower provides 
spectacular views of the Connecticut River valley, the White Mountains, and the 
Green Mountains. We'll descend via the Brownsville Trail, past old quarries. Six 
miles, moderate with some steep climbing. Rain date - 14 th . 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

July 20 
Saturday 

Treadway Mountain, Eastern Adirondacks 

We'll be parking at Putnam Pond: $5 fee per car. A moderate seven-mile hike with 
900 feet elevation gain to an open summit with spectacular views. Call leaders for 
meeting time and place. 

Gordon <fc 1 lelcn 
Cawood 
352-4310 


Outing Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2002 

Continued from previous page. 


July 27 
Saturday 
I PM 

August 3 
Saturday 
I I’M 

August 4 
Sunday 
8:30 AM 

August 10 
Saturday 
I PM 


Ice Beds, Wallingford 

The perfect destination for both children and adults on a warm July afternoon! \\ e'll Barrv & Barbara 
start w ith a 200-foot ascent for a great \ iew of the White Rocks cliffs, then descend Griffith 

and continue to the base of an old rock slide still cooled by last winter's snow! Two 492-3573 

miles. 


Children's Adventure Series 

An easy hike for the whole family. A great chance to share the outdoors with the 
kids. All ages welcome! 


Jerry Parker 
747-4439 


W hite Road, Mendon 

Explore a new trail on the lower ridges around Killington that few have seen. (Bill 
is leading but this is NOT a work party)! Six miles, moderate. 

12 lh Annual Taconic Mountain Ramble: Hubhardton 

Waterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, mountain peaks with views north, south, 
cast, and west, a Japanese garden, and other goodies. Wine and cheese on the lawn 
afterward. Walkers can lease the group at several different points and wait on the 
lawn for the rest. Bring no lunch. 


Bill Robichaud 
775-2567 


Kit Das idson 
273-29, S2 


August 18 Senior Shuffle: Flat Rock, Clarendon 

Sundas A four-mile, easy -to-moderate trek to visit a geological oddity near the historic 
I p\| ' Cross n Point Road. 


Roma & Al Pulling 
773-6997 


August 24 Work Party: Pico 

Saturdas Come help prepare the site for the Long Trail’s nesvest shelter on the slope of Pico 

9 AM Peak. Tools prov ided or bring your osvn. Call leader for details 

Hike Leaders - Note 


Herb Ogden 
775-1350 


Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas (773-2185) and Connie Youngstrom (492-3502). The fall schedule 
will include September thru Nosember. Please contact Sue or Connie soon (no later than August I) with your hike 
suggestion so sse can publish the schedule on time. Please don't ssait till the last minute. 


Rutland Senior Hikes: June - August 2002 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of "Turtle" hikes for seniors and others who wish to 
enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, involve limited 
elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. All trips leave from the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street oil' 
Woodstock Avenue on Fridays at 9 AM and return in early afternoon. 


June 7 

Rail-Trail, Castlcton 

Bob & Thelma Perkins 

773-0184 

June 21 

F.ast of Bald Mountain, Mendon 

Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

July 5 

Cook-out, Pittsford Recreation Trail 

Bob & Thelma Perkins 

773-0184 

July 19 

Catamount Trail, Mendon 

Al & Roma Pulling 

773-6997 

August 2 

Hitchcock Trail, Pittsford 

Charlie & Jean Davies 

483-6623 

August 16 

Diamond Run Nature Trail, Rutland 

Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

August 30 

Chipman Pond, Tinmouth 

Al & Roma Pulling 

773-6997 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

Application for Membership 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. Vt.. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarter!) Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members 
also receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 

Indiv idual 

S30 

ADDRESS 

Family 

$40 


Senior/Student/Volunteer 

$20 


Individual Lifetime 

Familv Lifetime 

$750 

$1000 

PHONE: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preserv ation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work. sign making. publications. leading outings. publicity. education. 

other. 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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We have a new Long Trail shelter on Pico 

To be named for veteran section leader Churchill Scott 


Churchill Scott from a 1985 photo 
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frcnw the / Editor 

It Was a Jungle Out There 


Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section. 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2003 Gretchen Crowley 

" * Alfred Pulling 

" Susan Thomas 

2004 * Robert Perkins 

" * Jacob Sherman 

" * Connie Youngstrom 

2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 


*Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Alfred Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

History Robert Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

*' Connie Youngstrom 

I rails & Shelters 1 lerb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda 1 lutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Contact Information 


I've proposed the name 
"Jungle Junction" for the 
intersection where the new 
Long/Appalachian Trail leaves 
the old LT/AT (now- called the 
Sherburne Pass Trail) about a 
half-mile south of Pico Camp. 

In the 1930s there were 
three trail junctions in the vicinity 
of Pico Peak. "Pico Junction", 
about one-half mile north of Pico 
Camp, was where the old LT/AT 
stops climbing, and swings 
around to the cast. From Pico 
Junction the Pico Loop Trail 
climbed directly to the peak and 
then down to the camp (then Pico 
Shelter). Another trail from Pico 
Junction, the West Side Trail 
Around Pico, contoured around to 
the west. 

This West Side Trail rejoined 
the LT/AT about one-half mile 
south of the shelter, very near to 
today's junction. This spot came 
to be called "Jungle Junction" 
because of the tremendous tangle 
of blowdowns in the area caused 
by the great New England 
hurricane of September 1938. 
Damage was on a par with that of 
the 1998 ice storm. By 
resurrecting the name "Jungle 



Long Trail South of Pico Peak 
September 1938 


Junction" we can commemorate a 
major trail maintenanc • event and 
at the same time pro 1 ole a unique 
and alliterative name for a 
significant trail intersection. 

To complete the 1930s 
junction story: from Jungle 

Junction the L i 'A I continued 
south toward Killing'll along the 
east side of the ridge while a 
parallel trail provided an 
alternative route west of the ridge. 
These two routes joined at the 
third junction - the me farthest 
from the Route 4 traiihead. We 
called it "The Far Inn: lion" 


Gretchen Crowley. 32 Pleasant St.. Proctor. VT 05765. 459-2098 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3573. GrifDVT@aol.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd.. Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770. lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Herbert Ogden. 20 Birchvvood Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. (H )775- 1 350, (W)775-3368, hogden @adelpfiia.net 

Robert Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184. rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East. Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997. ral37@juno.com 

William Robichaud. 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701. 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PI.. Rutland, VT 05701. 775-2784. jakcsher@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30, West Paw let. VT 05775. 645-9529.voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom. Box 1160. Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3502. marky@sover.net 
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Utah 's National 


Parks 

By Roma Pulling 

After more than a year since 
our last trip-time for the airlines 
to refine their security 
procedures— we flew to Salt Lake 
City for another trip through 
southern Utah and the red rocks 
and canyons that I love. It took 
more time than usual to clear 
security, during which Alfred had 
to remove his shoes for 
inspection, but I don't mind the 
time as long as they get it right. 
And we were sabotaged only by 
the weather when we landed in 
Newark in a thunderstorm and 
were tossed around rather 
more violently than was 
comfortable. 

When time allowed we took 
short hikes in each of the parks. 
Weather was extremely hot but 
dry so was not a hindrance. The 
elevation was another matter. The 
change from Rutland's 500 feet to 
(in some places) over 10.000 is 
something that's hard to ignore. 
But we came through 
and returned with many pleasant 
memories. 1 will highlight three of 
the more outstanding trails: 

Cedar Breaks National 
Monument in southwestern Utah 
near Cedar City protects a 
spectacular rock formation known 
as the "amphitheater." Measuring 
three miles wide and over 2000 
feet deep with brilliant shades of 
red. yellow and purple, it is truly 
worth seeing. We took the 
Ramparts frail, starting near the 
Visitor Center, and reaching 
Spectra Point at 10.285 feet 
elevation. We hiked on for a short 


distance encountering widely 
scattered patches of snow before 
deciding to return to our car. By 
the way. "breaks" is an old word 
for badlands, and juniper trees 
growing in the park were 
mistaken for cedars by early 
explorers. 

Capitol Reef National Park 
near Torrey protects the 
Waterpocket Fold, a "wrinkle" in 
the earth's crust. It also preserves 
white domes thought to look like 
a capitol building and ridges 
which the early settlers 
called "reefs." Some of these 
settlers were Mormons who 
established farms along the 
Fremont River, and some of their 
buildings stand today. We chose 
a trail leading to Hickman Natural 
Bridge past many interesting 
rock formations. The bridge is 
impressive and situated over the 
trail so we were able to walk 
under it. We learned the 
difference between 

natural bridges and arches. 
Bridges are formed by erosion 
from running water. Arches are 
formed by other means of erosion, 
one example being the result of 
freezing. 

We had never found a way to 
drive to Hovenweep. a national 
monument on the Utah/Colorado 
border. But since our last attempt 
a paved road has been constructed 
from the Utah side, crossing a 
portion of the Navajo Indian 
Reservation. We hiked two miles 
in 87o heat, starting at the 
new Visitor's Center and 
returning there. We were in the 
Square Tower section of the 
monument and encountered the 
ruins of many stone structures 
built 700 years ago by the 


ancestors of our Pueblo Indians. 
Hovenweep is an Indian word 
meaning deserted valle\ 

We have derived much 
pleasure from visits to our 
nation's parks. Stay tuned for our 
next trip. 

New Local Trail 
Initiatives 

Killington Section members 
might be interested in atn of three 
recently activated local trail 
projects. Contact the person 
listed for more information or to 
get involved. 

The Rutland Recreation and 
Parks Department is organizing 
folks to map. sign, and rejuvenate 
the trails in Pine Hill Park (Cindi 
Wight. 773-1822 ext. 13.) 


The 

Physical 

Aeti\ ity 

Coalition 

is publishing 

a si reel - 

walking map of Rutland 

City and 

expects 

to receive a 

grunt to 

support 

planning 

for a 

multipurpose trail in 

Rutland 

County. 

(Dr. Ben 1 

hompson. 


775-0555.) 

The Spiritual Life Center 
hopes to build a walking path 
through the woods connecting the 
grounds of College of St. Joseph. 
Clementwood. and Fern Hill 
Cottage. (Sister Patricia Kane. 
773-5900 ext. 3256.) 


Discount for GMC Members 

The Great Outdoors at 219 
Woodstock Avenue in Rutland 
offers Green Mountain Club 
members (with GMC membership 
card) a 10% discount on any 
camping or hiking equipment. 
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Trip Reports 

Tiny Pond 

24 February 2002 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

We couldn't have asked for a 
better day to hike up to Tiny Pond 
in Tyson; the sky was blue, the 
snow was white, the sun was 
warm, and the birds were singing 
spring-like tunes. We could have 
asked for a bit less ice however. 
The trail up the ridge is extremely 
steep, and l never felt so much 
like a bowling pin as when the 
hikers above me began to slide 
back down in my direction. With 
the aid of crampons, spiky 
snowshoes. ski poles, and sheer 
luck we all arrived at the pond 
intact and had our lunch sitting on 
the ice in the warm sunshine 

The pond is at a reasonably 
high elevation, so there was 
plenty of snow, but none of us 
trusted the ice enough to cross 
over. By venturing out a few 
yards, however, we could stand 
on the surface of the pond and 
look out over the valley beyond 
the beaver dam. 

After lunch we continued on 
around the pond to look at the 
beaver lodges, passing tracks 
made by snowshoe hare, fishers, 
and grouse. The beavers were 
nowhere to be seen, no doubt 
pouring over home improvement 
catalogs and planning their spring 
projects. 

I'd scouted out an alternative 
route on the Mount Holly side, so 
we avoided the extremely quick 
though undoubtedly painful trip 
back down the way we’d come, 
thus cheating Lucy, who works in 


the x-ray department at the 
hospital, out of some job security, 
for all arriving home safely. 

Little Rock Pond and Green 
Mountain 

8 June 2002. 

By Steve and Diana Williams, 
leaders 

Under the guidance of 
Transportation Coordinator Sue 
Thomas thirteen enthusiasts left 
Rutland to meet with hike leaders 
Steve and Diana Williams at the 
trailhead parking lot at the 
intersection of the LT and Mount 
Tabor Road. The arrival of the 
cars at different times led to 
allegations of speeding. There 
being no tickets in evidence these 
allegations were fortuitously 
moot. 

The two-mile hike to Little 
Rock Pond is an easy one. a 
gradual slope with limited wet 
spots, and considerable use of 
puncheons over poorly drained 
sections of the trail on the 
approach to the pond. The pond 
looked clear and inviting. There 
was some talk by one member of 
the party about swimming to the 
other side, but the concept never 
advanced beyond the verbal 
stage. Sue Thomas brought to our 
attention the small shelter which 
used to be located on a small 
island in the pond; it was replaced 
by the larger Lula Tye shelter, 
first on the west bank, and later in 
its present position south-east of 
the pond. 

The group shortly reached 
the "decision point” where any 
intimidated by the prospect of the 
ascent of Green Mountain had the 
opportunity to branch to the left. 


follow the pond loop trail and 
return to the trailhead on the LT. 
There was a unanimous vote to 
continue up the Green Mountain 
Trail. Whether this result was due 
to confidence in the leaders, the 
adventurous spirit of all. or a 
belief in the GPS equipment 
carried by two members of the 
group remains unclear. 

An hour’s climb, including a 
few rocky passages, brought the 
group to a grand overlook 
prov iding an eastwards vista back 
towards the pond; an excellent 
spot for lunch. Following lunch 
some two hours were required for 
the steady downgrade back to the 
parking lot on the Mount Tabor 
Road. In many places the trail 
took a gentle descending angle 
across a steep slope, many of 
which were covered with fine 
stands of large and well-preserved 
evergreens. 

Regarding sighting of flora 
and fauna, we had the benefit of 
having with us both Rav C’atozzi 
and Rick Tilgree who provided a 
good overview of many of the 
plants on view. Regrettably this 
writer is rather weak on the 
subject; hence seekers of the facts 
arc referred to Rav and Rick. 
Regarding fauna, considerable 
excitement was caused when the 
advance members of the group 
were following recent moose 
prints down the trail when 
suddenly there was movement by 
an active quadruped a short 
distance away. All were ready 
for a moose sighting when an 
anticlimax appeared in the form 
of a black Labrador, whose owner 
shortly appeared ahead of us. The 
only other livestock sightings 
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were two snakes by Mrs. Leader 
who will normally go to 
considerable lengths to avoid 
them. All three survived the two 
encounters unscathed. 

On the groups return to the 
trailhead parking lot. Ray brought 
the hike to an eminently 
successful conclusion by making 
available the libation he so 
successfully produces. Thank you 
Ray. 

Baker Peak, Mount Tabor 

15 June 2002 

Rained out; rescheduled for 
the fall. 

Snake Mountain 

29 June 2002 

By Ray Catozzi. leader 

Twelve stalwart hikers drove 
to Addison to climb the last 
prominent peak on the northern 
end of the Taconic Range. We 
hiked up the usual route, which 
used to be a road leading to a 
hotel on the southern end of this 
wonderful mountain. The hotel is 
long gone, but the gorgeous view 
out over the beautiful dairy farms. 
1000 feet below us to the west, 
and 30 to 40 miles of Lake 
Champlain in the distance, 
attracts many hikers all summer 
long. Besides our twelve there 
were probably a dozen and a halt 
of more folks eating lunch and 
enjoying the view. 

My plan after lunch was to 
follow a trail that seesaw ed back 
and forth over the ridgeline and 
descended to Route 1 7 to the 
north. We all hiked to the 
northern end of the ridgeline 
where we split. Some, including 
a couple of drivers, returned the 
way we had come so they could 


drive to Route 17 to pick up the 
rest of us: the courageous few. 

The trail turned east for 100 
yards or so. and then came out on 
an ATV road. Down this road we 
went, with many switchbacks, 
and soon came toe level ground. 
But the road then turned east 
instead of continuing out to Route 
17. which we could see across a 
long view of tall grass. One hiker 
suggested that we leave the trail 
and hike across the grass to the 
road, which we did. passing 
through a farmer's yard and out 
his driveway. Wondering how 
long we would have to wait for 
our ride, we found a shady spot 
beside the highway. We had no 
sooner settled down than the cars 
pulled up next to us. Only a five- 
minute wait! Wonderful; and a 
wonderful hike. If any of you 
readers of Smoke & Blazes 
haven't climbed Snake Mountain, 
put it in your future plans. You'll 
never be sorry. 

Long Trail, Cuttingsville 

6 July 2002 

By Andrea McQuade. leader 

Cooler temperatures and 
sunny, clear skies brought out 15 
hikers to explore this section ol 
the Long/Appalachian Trail. 
After we crossed the suspension 
bridge, we met a fellow who was 
hiking to Massachusetts to attend 
a wedding - not his own. but was 
there a tuxedo somewhere in that 
gear? After our initial ascent, we 
stopped at one point overlooking 
Route 1 03 and back toward 
Rutland, followed soon after by 
another lookout that gave us a 
view of the Rutland State Airport. 
Our timing was just right to see a 
plane land. 


We continued on. stopping 
the Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
lunch, where we enjoyed me 
company of several other hikers. 
At this point, some of our hikers 
left us to return to cars parked at 
Spring Lake Ranch and the rest ol 
us continued on to Route 140. 
Shortly before we reached the end 
of our hike, we checked out 
another lookout point that gave us 
a view of White Rocks. This spot 
is somewhat obscured bv trees, 
but perhaps this would make a 
good work project someday! The 
hike was a great opportunity to 
meet new people who we hope 
will join us again for another 
outing. 

Treadway Mountain 

20 July 2002 

By Gordon and I lelen Cavvood. 
co-leaders 

Five Bread Loafers, live 
Killingtonians and Fred Torrisi 
from Alaska climbed I read way 
Mountain in the eastern 
Adirondaeks on July 20. 
We started from Putnam Pond 
State Park (off NY Route 74). 
skirted the southern border ol 
Putnam Pond and proceeded to 
Treadway Mountain trail. After 
stopping for lunch at the eastern 
summit, most of us continued on 
to the western summit where we 
took in views ol 
Pharaoh Mountain. Pharaoh Lake 
and many other Adirondack 
mountains. We knew where to 
look for the Green Mountains, but 
they were lost in the haze. 

Thanks for coming: Debbie 
Ramsdell. Barbara and Al Stiles. 
Sue Thomas. Barbara and Barry 
Gri filth, Diane and Steve 
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Williams, and. of course. Fred. 
We enjoyed your company and 
appreciated the good weather 
you brought with you. 

White Rocks/Ice Beds 

27 July 2002 

By Barbara & Barn Griffith, co- 
leaders 

We started the hike from the 
Picnic/Parking area with 13 
hikers looking for a cooler 
climate than the 80/90 degree 
weather that we have been 
experiencing. Following the blue 
blazed trail we came to the 
hogback and followed a series ol 
switchbacks to the first overlook 
of the White Rocks Cliffs. The 
view of all those boulders 
cascading down the slope is 
impressive. Makes one want to 
learn more about the geology of 
Vermont. The White Rocks area 
is in the Green Mountain range. 
Another overlook to the Taconic 


Range and Otter Creek below (0.3 
miles) before descending to the 
Ice Beds (0.5 miles) where we 
were not disappointed in the 
plunge in altitude and 
temperature. The brook that 
comes out of the rock base was as 
refreshing as we remembered! 
There were many hikers enjoying 
the coolness of the area. After a 
pleasant respite we returned back 
up to the overlooks before 
descending to our vehicles. A 
good wav to spend a warm 
summer day. 

White Road, Mendon 

4 August 2002 

By Bill Robichaud. leader 

White Road is an old logging 
road constructed in the 50s on the 
southwest side of Pico. It was a 
warm day for a hike but as we 
proceeded up the trail we were 
greeted by a refreshing breez.e. 
The only complaint, raised by 


many, was that there were no 
viewing spots. This would be 
difficult to change as the trail is in 
a wooded area. 

Our trail intersected another 
old road that we followed up the 
west side of Ram's Head 
Mountain to a plateau surrounded 
by evergreens at about 3100 feet 
where we had our lunch. Nearby 
was an old abandoned hunting 
camp covered w ith blue plastic. 

On our trip back four hikers 
decided to return the wav we had 
come. The rest of us took a spur 
trail to the south that took us to 
the Bucklin Trail. 

We found the Bucklin in 
good shape but noted that the two 
large rocks at the upper stream 
crossing were still out ol 
alignment. As the flow of the 
stream was low we had no 
problems crossing. 


Killington 

Section 

Directors 

Meeting 

4 June 2002 

By Jake Sherman. Secretary 

Present: Steve Williams. 

Barbara Griffith. Sue Thomas. 
Bob Perkins. Bill Robichaud. 
Herb Ogden, Connie 
Youngstrom, Lynda Hutchins, 
Gretchen Crowley, and Jake 
Sherman. The meeting was held 
at Herb's office. 92 Center Street. 
Rutland. 


The new section president 
Steve Williams opened the 
meeting at 7:05 with a welcome 
and introductions. There was no 
action on the secretary 's minutes 
of the annual meeting, which will 
shortly appear in the upcoming 
issue of Smoke & Blazes. 

Place and Format of Future 
Meetings 

It was decided that we will 
stick with Herb's office, as it is 
handy and central. Barry 
Griffith's office could serve as an 
alternative if necessary. All 
liked the 7:00 P.M. starting time. 

Trails & Shelters Report 

After six years as president. 


Herb has assumed the perhaps 
equally demanding role of frails 
& Shelters chairman. 1 here were 
a number of items needing 
attention 

Pieo Shelter Upda te 

The news here is excellent. 
The City of Rutland has agreed 
not to contest the club's building 
of a new Pico West Shelter in the 
city watershed. The city has 
agreed to our version of a 
campsite agreement calling for a 
privy with the latest in compost 
incineration. It will therefore not 
be necessarv to go through the 
Act 250 process. A May 27 e- 
mail from Peter Antos-Keteham 
of the GMC included thanks to 
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Herb for his support and counsel 
throughout the project. 

The shelter itself is to be 
constructed by Erik and Laurel 
Tobiason of the Ottauquechee 
Section. The ABA compliant 
privy is being constructed by Jeff 
Bostwick of the Burlington 
Section. Pete will be working 
with Dick Andrews on 
construction of the permanent 
compost incinerator. 

Naminu of the New Pico Shelter 

It was unanimously decided 
that the section would 
recommend to the main club that 
the new shelter be named in 
honor of longtime section 
member and officer W. Churchill 
Scott, .lake will forward the 
recommendation in the form of a 
letter to Waterburv. In light of 
Churchill's many decades of 
service to the GMC and the 
Killington Section, his years as a 
fire lookout on both Pico and 
Killington. and his work with the 
CCC in the Coolidge Range in the 
1930*s. that this honor would be 
most appropriate. It was also felt 
that two shelters bearing the name 
of Pico, Pico Camp and the new 
shelter, would likely prove very 
confusing to hikers. 

Governor Clement Shelter Update 

Herb met with the shelter 
adopter. Roy Arthur of VAST 
(the Vermont Association of 
Snowmobile Travelers). Roy 
found no problem w ith two of our 
proposals, posting signage and 
putting boulders along the level 
stretch of the town highway, but 
wanted to check with his club on 
the parking prohibition. If 
VAST likes all three of our 
proposals, then the next step is for 


our two groups plus any other 
interested parties to meet with the 
Shrewsbury selectmen. Barb and 
Connie, who are Shrewsbury 
residents, could make the contact 
and lead the effort. We could 
probably gain access to the 
equipment needed to move the 
boulders through Gary Salmon. 
Meanwhile, it was reported that 
the outhouse at Gov. Clement has 
been vandalized with a chainsaw . 

Walkthrouuh & Maintenance 

Our section was checked on 
some recent walkthroughs and 
found to be in close to perfect 
shape. A few waterbars need to 
be rebuilt on the Canty frail. 
With regard to the Bucklin Trail, 
it is in good shape but two large 
boulders that were installed in 
2000 as stepping stones at the 
upper Brewers Brook crossing 
migrated several feet dow nstream 
last winter becoming no longer 
usable. The rocks need to be 
moved hack upstream but the 
How is swift at this time. As it 
happens, for years we have been 
asking the GMC to build a bridge 
but they have claimed it would 
only wash out in the spring. 

After much discussion, it was 
agreed that we would request that 
the main club move the boulders 
back as a short-term solution and 
as a long-term solution that a 
bridge be built. We feel it would 
hold. 

Regarding the Sherburne 
Pass Trail. Bill Robichaud 
arranged w ith Killington for them 
to take care of it at the top north 
of Pico Junction. There are some 
blowdowns. Sue Thomas reported 
that south from Killington there 
are some low wet areas. It was 


felt that the water bars would not 
do any good in dealing w ith these 
areas. 

Sector Checkers 

Herb distinguished between 
sector checkers and trail adopters, 
noting that the former have less 
responsibility and are mainly to 
report problems. Quite a few 
portions of the section are still 
lacking sector checkers. People 
are still needed to cover the 
following: Vt. 1 40 to Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter: Gov. Clement to 
Jungle Junction: U.S. 4 to Willard 
Gap. and the Bucklin I rail. Herb 
has a list of those parts, which 
ha\e been adopted. Ideally, 
sector checkers should check their 
sections twice a year. One 
problem is that some of the 
sections cover quite a bit ol 
distance: however. Killington has 
a policy of letting GMC 
volunteers use the gondola. 

Shelter Adopters 

This program is managed by 
Waterburv. which selects the 
adopters. We belies e all of our 
shelters except for one are taken 
at this point. Herb will check 
with the GMC on this as well as 
who has responsibility for 
Tucker-Johnson Shelter. 

W elcome Siuns 

We need to change some 
names and phone numbers on the 
welcome signs that our section 
has been posting at shelters and 
road crossings within the 
section. We need to make up at 
least 20 to cover the road 
intersections and another six for 
the shelters. We'd like to get 
more of those little protective 
bulletin boards made and plan to 
ask Bill Carris about this since he 
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volunteered to make trail signs. 
Steve will mail the new signs to 
the sector checkers who can post 
them. Again, a distinction was 
drawn between sector checkers 
and trail adopters. The latter are 
chosen by and report to 
Waterbury and have more 
paperwork to fill out. 

Financial Report 

There was no treasurer's 
report as Al Pulling is in Utah. 
However, a lull treasurer's report 
was presented at the annual 
meeting April 20 and the figures 
are just about the same. 

Smoke & Blazes 

Bob Perkins again won high 
praise for his editorship of the 
quarterly newsletter. Bob has 
introduced photos and a personal 
editorial column among other 
innovations. Bob expressed 
frustration that the May issue had 
been delayed for several weeks 
because the outings schedule was 
not complete. Sue Thomas, as 
co-outings chairman, said that 
from her perspective the problem 
was getting hike leaders to 
commit to particular dates. The 
problem was expected to be 
resolved soon and the newsletter 
mailed. Bob once again 
expressed his appreciation for the 
hike reports and said it was 
perfectly okay for the leader to 
appoint someone else for this 
task. Photos were welcome also. 

Taylor Scries Lectures 

We're not happy with the 
way this year's Taylor Series 
event went. Attendance was very 
poor, even embarrassing. A big 
part of the problem it was felt was 
the steep $8 admission mandated 


by the GMC, which sponsors the 
program. Sue suggested a free 
section-sponsored slide show and 
potluck would draw a much better 
attendance. The ideal time would 
be in February or March of next 
year. Sue said she will make 
some phone calls to gauge 
interest and picture availability 
and Bob will get something in 
Smoke & Blazes . The Rutland 
Historical Society stores and 
maintains our photo albums. 

Sale of Postcards 

About 20 years ago the 
section had printed a considerable 
quantity of postcards as a 
moneymaking idea. There are 
two scenes — one of the Green 
Mountains from Creek Road in 
Rutland and one of Stratton 
Pond. The GMC logo is on the 
back. The postcards did not sell 
as expected and the question has 
arisen what to do with them. It 
was suggested that Waterbury 
could sell some. Or we could just 
give them away at potlucks and 
other presentations. Some might 
also be used to communicate with 
potential members. Sue Thomas 
is still willing to draft a message 
for this purpose. 

Communications w ith 
Waterbury 

The GMC Annual Meeting is 
coming up this Saturday. Our 
new GMC Director Lynda 
Hutchins is unable to attend 
because of prior commitments 
and Al Pulling, the alternate 
director, is away. Herb said we 
will be receiving minutes of the 
meeting. Meanwhile. Linda will 
relay to the main club our desire 
to have a bridge built across 


Brewers Brook on the Bucklin 
Trail. 

Clarendon Gorge Parking Area 

It is reported that the paving 
project is just about completed. 
Barbara Griffith has noticed that 
piles of trash are being left there 
and they just sit for weeks. She 
will look into the situation. She 
said there is an individual who's 
been picking trash up in the 
vicinity and bringing it to the lot. 
This individual has also taken to 
kicking out so-called squatters 
who camp along the river. Bill 
thought that the repaved lot 
would also be featuring a manned 
tourist information booth, which 
could provide some oversight, but 
apparentl) this is not the case. 

Rutland Count) Physical 
Activity Coalition 

This is one of a couple ol 
new groups trying to promote 
walking and physical activity in 
the count). We will be sending 
them our hike schedule. 

Pine Hill Park 

The Rutland City Recreation 
and Parks Department is 
interested in getting grants to 
build and improve trails in the 
city's Pine Hill Park. We support 
this project. Herb offered to 
attend their meetings and report 
back. 

Next Meeting 

The next directors' meeting 
was set for Tuesday. Oct. 1. at 
7:00 P.M. again at I lerb’s office. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2002 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless 
otherwise stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a lunch. 
Wear sturdy footgear and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip: difficulty indicates 
steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right 


September 7 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


September 14 
Saturday 


September 21 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

September 29 
Sunday 
9:00 AM 


October 5 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


October 13 
Sunday 
10:00 AM 


October 19 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


October 27 
Sunday 
9:30 AM 

November 2 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Blue Ridge Mountain, Mendon 

Via the Canty Trail that passes a beautiful waterfall and leads to a rocky 
summit with views of Rutland's valley. Five miles, moderate w ith some 
steep climbing. 

Okemo Mountain, Mount Holly 

Ascend via the Healdville trail to the summit observation tower for 
spectacular views all around. High point of the town. Call leader for 
meeting time and place. 

Susie Peak, Clarendon 

Four-mile, moderate hike with a short, steep climb near the top. High 
point of the tow n. Rain date: September 22. 

Buck Mountain, Lake George, NY 

An open summit w ith panoramic views of the lake and the Adirondacks 
beyond. Four-and-a-half miles, moderate. Possible side trip to 
Shelving Rock Falls if time permits. 

Baker Peak, Town of Mount Tabor 

We'll ascend Baker Peak (2X40 feet) via the Lake Trail, a moderate but 
steady climb, to enjoy some splendid views from the summit. From 
there we'll take the Long Trail south for a look at Griffith Lake, then 
return via the old carriage route to our vehicles. Eight miles round trip. 

Bald Mountain, Mendon 

Four miles, moderate with nice overlooks in all directions. 

Quimby Area of Killington 

We'll climb from River Rood east to near Quimby Mountain, and then 
descend on a woodroad to see the two-grave Woodard Cemetery from 
the 1 840s and two cellarholes from around then, one of w hich is pretty 
impressive. Good views of the Coolidge Range from several spots. 
Five miles: moderate. 

Stony Brook, Stockbridge 

Three-mile, moderate-to-difficult hike to the new Stony Brook Shelter 
on the Appalachian Trail 

Pharaoh Mountain, Lake George, NY 

We’ll take the Lake Loop to this 2500-foot mountain from Route 74. 
Moderate. 

Schedule continued on next page. 


Steve & Diana 
Williams 
645-9529 


Carol) n 
Waldhauer 
228-3602 


Ray Catoz/i 
773-3006 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Barb <£: Barry 
Griffith 
492-3573 


Andrea 

McQuade 

775-6273 


I lerb ( )gdcn 
775-1350 


Al &. Roma 
Pulling 
773-6997 

Connie & Mark 
Youngstrom 
492-3502 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2002 

Schedule continued from previous page. 


November 9 


Saturday 
9:00 AM 


November 16 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


November 23 
Saturday 
6:00 PM 


December 8 
Sunday 


10:00 AM 


Work Party 

We'll put the trail to bed for the winter. Help clean vvaterbars and 
possibly saw any blowdowns we've not gotten to before. Work 
locations will depend on need and possible snow cover. 


1 lerb Ogden 
775-1350 


Mount Tom, Woodstock 

Hike some of the 20 miles of Carriage Roads at the Marsh-Billings- 
Rockefeller National Historical Park. This park is the "only national 
park to tell the story of conservation history and the evolving nature of 
land stewardship in America. Enjoy magnificent views of Woodstock 
and the surrounding hills from the top of Mount Tom." Usually we 
avoid the woods during hunting season but these 550 acres are posted 
"NO HUNTING." We'll walk, snowshoe and/or cross country ski 
according to conditions. Five-to-six miles; moderate. 


Barb & Barry 
Griffith 
492-3573 


Potluck Supper 

Bring utensils and a dish to share for our annual fall potluck. Sue Thomas 
Nonmembers welcome! We'll have a slide program on the Crown Point 773.0 1 ^5 
Road after the meal. Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 1 Hillside Road 
(off Woodstock Avenue). Rutland. 


Lefferts Pond Loop, Chittenden 

Three miles, easy with a little gentle climbing. 


Sue 1 ho mas 
773-2185 


Want to Lead a Hike? 

Our outing schedule is coordinated b\ Sue Thomas (773-2185) and Connie Youngstrom (492-3502). The 
winter schedule will include December through February. To make a suggestion, or to get your favorite outing 
on the schedule, give Sue or Connie a call before November 1. Please don't wait ‘til the last minute. 


Rutland Senior Hikes: September - October 2002 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle" hikes for seniors and others w ho 
wish to enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, 
involve limited elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. All trips leave from the Godnick Adult 
Center on Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue on Fridays at 9 A\1 and return in earl\ afternoon. Bring a lunch. 


September 13 
September 27 
October 1 1 
October 25 


Tucker-Johnson Shelter, Killington 
Bald Mountain, Mendon 
Glen Lake Overlook, Castleton 
Trail South of Middleburv 


A1 & Roma Pulling 

773-6997 

Ray Catozzi 

773-3006 

Bob & Thelma Perkins 

773-0184 

Charlie & .lean Davies 

483-6623 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

Bylaws 

(As amended through 20 April 2002) 

1. The purpose of the Killington Section of the G.M.C. shall be to maintain that part of the l ong Trail, 
along with side trails and shelters, which it agrees to maintain for the G.M.C'.: to encourage proper trail 
and shelter use throughout its section of the Long Trail: and to arrange for group hikes and other social 
and appropriate activities. 

2. Membership in the Killington Section is open to anyone who supports the purposes of the Killington 
Section and pays the annual dues. 

3. The Killington Section shall conduct all activities without prejudice in regard to race, gender, religion, 
national origin, or sexual preference. We shall encourage persons with disabilities to participate 
according to their limitations. 

4. The activities of the section shall be managed by a Board of Directors consisting of nine members. The 
Directors shall be nominated from the floor and elected at the Annual Meeting. 

5. fhe terms of office of the Directors shall be three years, with three Directors elected each year. A 
Director who has served two full consecutive terms may not be re-elected until one year has passed. 

6. The absence of a Director from two consecutive meetings of the Board, w ithout a v alid reason accepted 
by the Board, shall terminate membership on the board and create a vacancy. Vacancies on the Board, 
created thus or through resignation, may be filled by a majority vote of the remaining Directors, subject 
to approval of the Section at the next Annual Meeting. 

7. Officers shall be elected by the Directors from among their number at the first meeting of the Board 
following the Annual Meeting. They shall consist of a President. Vice-president. Secretary, and 
Treasurer, with the last two being combined if found desirable. The term of office shall be one year. 

8. Whenever necessary, the Directors shall elect, preferably from their number. G.M.C. Directors and 
alternate Directors as allocated by the G.M.C. bylaws. The Directors may at their discretion elect 
G.M.C. Directors and alternates from the general section membership. 

9. l he by laws may be amended by the affirmative vote of seven Directors, effective upon ratification by a 
two-thirds vote of those section members who attend an Annual or Special Meeting, following a notice 
of at least two w eeks. 

10. The Board shall meet at least tw ice a year upon the call of the President or at the request of three or 
more Directors. A quorum for all business of the Board shall be a majority of the total number of 
Directors. 

11. A quorum for all business of the Section shall be one-tenth of those members eligible to vote. 

12. The Annual Meeting shall be held no later than the end of April to nominate and elect Directors, hear 
reports of the Officers and G.M.C. Directors), plan for the coming year, and transact any other 
appropriate business. 

13. Within fourteen days after a vote of a majority of the Directors or a petition of ten percent of the 
members, the President shall set the date of a Special Meeting of the Section and give at least fourteen 
days notice, with an agenda, to all members. 

14. If the Section is dissolved or otherw ise ceases to function, all of its property of ev ery kind shall pass to 
the Green Mountain Club. Inc., or the G.M.C.’s designated successor. 
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Your Invitation to Join 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 




The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Loiif* Trail Yen s, and 
the Section quarter!) Smoke & Illazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 


Individual $30 ADDRESS: 

Family $40 

Senior/Student/Volunteer $20 

Individual Lifetime $750 

Family Lifetime $1000 PHONE: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work. shelter work. sign making. publications. leading outings. publicity. education 


Make check payable to Killington Section, CMC and mail with this application to: 


Alfred Pulling. I reasurcr 
Killington Section. Green Mountain Club 
883 l)S 4 Last 
Rutland. VT 05701 
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Big turnout for dedication of new shelter 


CHURCHILL SCOTT SHELTER 

BUILT BY ERIK AND LAUREL TOBIASON. GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
GMC KILLINGTON SECTION. APPALACIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE 
AND FRIENDS OF ALL - AUGUST 2002 


Above left: Pete Ketcham 
presents sign to Churchill. 

Above: Builder Erik Tobiason 
makes it official. 


By Steve Williams 

As reported in the August 
2002 issue of Smoke & Blazes, 
we have a new shelter on the west 
slopes of Pico. After some 
difficulty in finding a date 
convenient for all those involved. 
Sunday, November 10. not 
coincidentally the last Sunday 
before the start of the main 
hunting season, was selected for 
the naming and dedication 
ceremony at the shelter. 'Plan B\ 


to hold the ceremony at the Long 
Trail Inn, was held in readiness in 
case the weather made the trip to 
the shelter impractical. On 
November 7 lh . with six inches of 
snow on the trail, this appeared 
increasingly likely. However, 
three days of warm weather 
removed essentially all snow 
from the trail and Sunday 
presented great fall weather 
conditions with temperatures in 
the sixties. 


The ceremony comprised two 
parts, naming the shelter after 
Churchill Scott, a long term and 
major contributor to the 
Killington Section, and dedicating 
it to the memory of Alice 
Ference, who lost her life while 
hiking the Appalachian Trail. 
Given that Churchill and his wife 
Virginia were able to participate 
at the Route 4 trailhead. but not to 
make the hike, Ray Catozzi. a 


See Dedication, page 7 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 
Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2003 Gretchen Crowley 

" * Alfred Pulling 

" Susan Thomas 

2004 * Robert Perkins 

" * Jacob Sherman 

" * Connie Youngstrom 

2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 


"■Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Alfred Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

History Robert Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

“ Connie Youngstrom 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 


from/ the •/ Editor 

So, what else is new? 

When I first moved back to the Rutland area after having lived 
"away" for half a century I frequently was asked whether I found much 
to be different. I immediately mentioned the Wal-Mart parking lot that 
has replaced the train station, the new Route 4 West, and the entire new 
neighborhoods east of the now paved Stratton Road. I quickly added, 
however, that to my delight, the natural scene was just as I remembered 
it. I was thinking of Pico, Killington, and Mendon "peeking" over East 
Mountain and of the Taconics with Mount Herrick forming the western 
horizon. 

But as I got hack into the woods and mountains I found that the 
natural scene was not entirely unchanged. The wild turkey and the 
coyote were not part of the Vermont of my youth. The moose, then 
found only occasionally in the Northeast Kingdom, now appeared in my 
Mendon back yard, in a Rutland swimming pool, and in a Shrewsbury 
cow pasture. On the other hand, in five years of tramping I've seen only 
one porcupine. They used to be so ubiquitous that even a bona fide 
conservationist felt no more guilt in dispatching a shelter-eating Porky 
with a heavy club to the snout than he felt in swatting a black fly. 

The view from Blue Ridge, and the stone quarry scar on Pine Hill 
are now obscured by forest growth, but one must keep a sharp eye out 
now to spot an elm tree. What I at first took to be a beautiful stand of 
lupine near the Creek Road turned out to be purple loosestrife. Eddy's 
Ice Pond and East Pittsford Pond are no more: they are returning to 
meadow and woods. There are now' zebra mussels in Lake Champlain 
and Eurasian milfoil in Bomoseen. I remember more monarch 
butterflies and fewer cardinal songbirds than I see today. 

Last but not least (except in the literal sense) we must now contend 
with the parasite Giardia lamblia. 


Contact Information 

Gretchen Crowley. 32 Pleasant St., Proctor. VT 05765, 459-2098 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury. VT 05738, 492-3573, GrifT3VT@aol.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Mill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Herbert Ogden, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, (H)775- 1 350, hogden@adelphia.net 

Robert Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701. 773-6997, raT37@juno.com 

William Robichaud, 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PI., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2784, jakesher@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet. VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom. Box 1 160. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3502, marky@sover.net 
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Trip Reports 

Flat Rock, Clarendon 

1 8 August 2002 
By Roma Pulling 

The day of our hike was a 
real scorcher. In fact it was one 
of a string of uncomfortably hot 
and humid days, and we thought, 
"Who would want to hike on a 
day like this?" But sixteen of 
them did. Fourteen of us met at 
the park, and two more waited for 
us near the beginning of our 
route, as they lived in that area. 
We hoped they would be helpful 
in finding the inscription on the 
rock, purportedly from 
Revolutionary times. 

Starting on the Quarterline 
Road in Clarendon, a round-trip 
hike to the rock would have 
covered perhaps a mile. So, as we 
had promised a four-mile hike, 
we started near where the road 
turns to dirt and did a road walk. 
Temperatures there were actually 
more comfortable than in the city 
as there was shade under trees 
beside the road and, thankfully, 
no pavement. It being Sunday 
afternoon, we saw more traffic 
than usual but were able to avoid 
any close encounters. 

From a barricaded track 
leading into a pasture, we hugged 
a hedgerow' and, upon reaching its 
end. we turned sharply to our 
right and crossed another field to 
a knoll near the edge of a forested 
area. There we entered the woods 
and almost immediately were 
standing on rock, although it was 
anything but flat. We followed it 
for some distance and I'm sure 
could have continued to do so, 
but we were summoned by our 


two young friends, who had 
found the inscription. Perhaps 
due to erosion over a long period 
of time, we couldn't make out 
any words, only letters that 
looked like "BENF." Reports 
have it that at one time there was 
a metal plaque on the rock, but it 
apparently has been removed. 

As we emerged from the 
woods on our return hike, we 
noticed a woman motioning and 
calling to us. This was the 
landowner, Helen Grembowicz, 
who had given us permission to 
walk there. She wasn't able to 
hike with us but had driven across 
the field to meet us. We chatted 
with her for a few minutes about 
the rock and the possible 
significance of the lettering. Our 
return trip to our cars was 
uneventful, and we were pleased 
to be able to renew an outing that 
had been taken by the section in 
the past. 

Blue Ridge Mountain 

7 September 2002 

By Steve Williams, co-leader 

A welcome crowd of sixteen 
turned out to join leaders Steve 
and Diana Williams in hiking the 
Canty Trail to Blue Ridge 
Mountain. Had this number not 
included a majority who knew 
their way to the trailhead an 
immediate problem would have 
resulted in taking six vehicles out 
of the meeting point, reversing 
direction onto Route 7 and going 
right onto Route 4. Naturally all 
but two of the vehicles were 
separated during this maneuver, 
the two fortuitously being the 
Williams, who did know where 
they were going, and the 
Cawoods, who did not. Debacle 


averted. 

The first few hundred yards 
of the Canty Trail are owned by 
one of the Killington Section 
members. Bob Perkins. 
Fortuitously Bob was with the 
group and accepted the honor of 
leading through his property, 
where his father used to run a 
family camp, of which the 
buildings remain to this day. 
From this point on. Herb Ogden. 
Section Checker and aficionado 
of the Canty Trail, took up the 
pole position with Steve Williams 
acting as sweeper. Herb is to be 
congratulated on the general 
condition of the trail. He did 
advise, however, of the intent to 
install more water-bars on some 
of the steeper parts of the trail. 
Given the prevailing dry ness their 
absence was by no means felt on 
this occasion. 

Herb pointed out one of the 
geological features of the trail, a 
round sinkhole caused by glacial 
activity. He also led the party to 
the (just wet) falls at about the 
halfway point; falls which the 
Williams had completely missed 
on their trial run two weeks 
earlier. 

The summit was reached 
precisely in accordance with the 
guidebook's 2 'A hours, which 
may or may not prove anything at 
all. Given the largely clear skies 
prevailing, there was an excellent 
view towards Pico. Killington and 
Deer Leap. The party then 
moved over to the western 
outlook to enjoy lunch in sight of 
Rutland, the Otter Creek Valley, 
and Bird Mountain and other 
peaks on the western side of the 
valley. 
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On returning to the trailhead. 
Herb pointed out another 
historical feature. Old Turnpike 
Road, where the trail originates, 
preceded the Sherburne Pass as 
Rutland's route east over the 
Green Mountains. At the time of 
writing it is only passable by 
motor vehicles for a limited 
distance, though a trail of some 
sort does still proceed to Route 
100 on the east side of the Green 
Mountains. 

Eighteen set off, (the same) 
eighteen returned; logistical 
equilibrium 

Susie Peak, Clarendon 

21 September 2002 
By Ray Catozzi. leader 

I've climbed Susie Peak (also 
known as Edmunds Peak), which 
straddles the Clarendon-Ira town 
line, several times so I was 
familiar with the route. From the 
parking spot on the North 
Tinmouth road it crosses a power 
line; follows a short trail up a 
low, wooded hill; and passes 
through an opening in a stonewall 
into a large meadow. Crossing 
the meadow diagonally, the route 
connected with a nice gravel road 
that led up by a couple of summer 
camps to the ATV road that it 
followed all the way to the top of 
the mountain. 

This time, however, we had 
problems. The power company 
had cleared all the brush under 
the power line and piled it high 
on both sides of the clearing. The 
brush piles hid the trail up the hill 
so we bushwhacked until we 
found the stonewall opening. 
Now we were on the right track. 

After hiking up the camp 


road about a half mile I started 
looking for the beginning of the 
ATV road, which was supposed 
to start just below the first camp. 

I couldn't find it. I figured 
someone had intentionally 
blocked the ATV road entrance 
so we hiked past the camp and 
looked for some other way to the 
top of the mountain. 

We soon found a new 
logging road taking off up hill to 
the right, so we followed it for 
quite a ways, and in the right 
direction, and soon we connected 
up with the ATV road. Hooray, 
we found it! We were then all set 
to hike the rest of the way. The 
ATV road was rough and steep 
near the top. but we are hikers. 
We all made it to the clearing on 
Susie Peak, sat down, eat lunch, 
and enjoyed what view there was 
on that foggy and cloudy day. On 
a clear day you and see the 
Rutland Airport as well as the 
southwest part of Rutland City. 

On the way back down we 
stayed on the ATV road all the 
way to the camp road. 1 then 
could see how we missed it on the 
way up. We followed the camp 
road all the way to the town road 
about a quarter-mile south of our 
cars. Next time I’ll know where 
to find the hidden ATV road, I 
hope. 

Baker Peak 

5 October 2002 

By Barry & Barbara Griffith, 

leaders 

This hike was rained out last 
spring, and as the weekend and 
Hurricane Lili both approached 
this fall we worried that history 
would repeat itself. We listened to 


rain throughout the night, but 
awoke to dry and clearing skies. 

Ten hikers ascended the old 
carriage road now called the Lake 
Trail. After crossing McGinn 
Brook we continued our climb 
heading north up the Baker Peak 
Trail to its junction with the 
LT/AT. From there the last one- 
tenth of a mile to the summit over 
the exposed rock edges presented 
the most challenging portion of 
the hike, but our party rose to the 
occasion. We were sheltered 
from the passing storm's winds at 
lower elevations, but felt their full 
force at the summit. We 
hunkered down to enjoy a well- 
earned lunch, and spectacular 
views up and down the Vermont 
Valley. 

After eating we set off south 
on the LT/AT down the easterly 
side of the ridge until we arrived 
at Griffith Lake. In the late 1800s 
lumber baron Silas Griffith 
regaled guests at his lodge here in 
grand style. The buildings are 
long gone, but the setting 
remains. We enjoyed its beauty 
before retreating to the west down 
the carriage road to our waiting 
vehicles. 

Bald Mountain, Mendon 

1 3 October 2002 
By Andrea McQuade. leader 

Eight of us - seven club 
members and a visitor from New 
Jersey - enjoyed this hike that is 
so close to Rutland. We 
experienced all kinds of weather 
- overcast skies, rain, wind, 
sunshine - and views of the fall 
foliage in Shrewsbury, the Cold 
River valley. Dorset Peak, and the 
Otter Creek Valley. The Rutland 
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Lookout is partially obscured by 
trees, but we were able to identify 
familiar landmarks. Everyone 
commented on the amount of 
leaves, especially the green ones, 
still on the trees at this time of 
year. 

Quimby Area, Killington 

1 9 October 2002 
By Herb Ogden 

Five of us decided the 
weather forecast was not bad 
enough to cancel this history hike. 
In fact, when we parked at the 
Killington Town Offices on River 
Road, the sun even shone briefly. 
Unfortunately, by the time we 
reached the end of our 1300-foot 
climb at the 2523-foot peak 
between Taylor Pinnacle and 
Rounds Pinnacle, showers were 
changing to drizzle, and we had 
only local views. Still, though we 
couldn't see the Coolidge Range, 
the nearby views were beautiful, 
especially since the foliage 
lingered late this fall. 

After lunching at the peak, 
we followed the Appalachian 
Trail farther east to the 1990s 
logging superhighway that 
connects Stockbridge South Hill 
with Notown via Little 
Sherburne. Where the new r road 
turned west, we continued 
straight on the grass grown road 
that it replaced, soon coming to 
the remains of a large house about 
100 feet west of the old road. 
From the Killington Land 
Records, it appears this was the 
homestead of Asa Woodard, who 
moved from Stockbridge and 
bought land in the Quimby area 
from 1812 until 1 829. It is now a 
large, deep cellar hole with 
exceptionally good dry masonry. 


The huge chimney pile in the 
middle probably served several 
fireplaces. Other signs of bygone 
settlement are terracing and a few 
apple trees. 

We followed the old road 
south across a small brook. 
Where the road used to continue 
south only ten years ago to pass a 
small cellar hole, it is now grown 
up in brush, and we headed 
straight for the little Woodard 
Cemetery, the last resting place of 
Asa and Mary Woodard. Asa's 
stone says he died in 1845, aged 
74. Mary died five months before 
him. aged 72. There is no sign of 
other graves and scant space for 
them in the little rock-walled plot 
on the side of Quimby Mountain 
overlooking the Coolidge Range. 
Atlases from the 1 850s and 1 860s 
show no house - indeed, no road 
- in this area, so the big Woodard 
house probably had fallen down 
by then. By 1 845, agriculture on 
hillside farms above 2000' was 
declining. Perhaps no one lived 
in the big house after Asa died a 
widower. 

Retracing our somewhat 
sodden steps, we followed the 
logging superhighway to its 
junction with the Quimby Road 
and soon were glad to be in the 
gorge of Quimby Brook, out of 
the wind. For about the last half 
mile to the River Road, the 
Quimby Road was the original 
route of the Appalachian Trail, 
relocated in the 1980s by the hard 
work of the GMC Ottauquechee 
Section. Some painted out blazes 
are still visible. Coming out onto 
the River Road, we were opposite 
the Town Offices, ending a 
pleasant outing. 


Who was Quimby? Darned if I 
know! His house appears in the 
1869 Beers Allas of Rutland 
County, apparently somewhere 
southwest of the vacation camp 
that occupies the site of a lumber 
camp near the top of the Quimby 
Road. Either it has vanished 
without a trace or the camp stands 
where it used to. No Quimby 
appears in the town land records, 
so he must have been a renter. 
But a mountain, a brook, a road, 
and a neighborhood are named 
after him. 

Stony Brook, Stockbridge 

27 October 2002 
By Roma Pulling, leader 

The day before our hike 
brought rain in the valleys and 
snow on the peaks, which brought 
me new concerns: Would the 

road in to Stony Brook, never in 
excellent condition, now become 
impassable? Would the rocky 
trail, covered with snow, become 
treacherous? Would Alfred, my 
co-leader, who had undergone 
angioplasty a few days before, 
climb to the shelter and do injury 
to himself? As usual, my worries 
were blown out of proportion, and 
we had a successful hike. 

The closest thing to a 
problem that we encountered was 
a small tree that had blown down 
across the road. The driver of the 
lead car decided to drive through 
the treetop. followed by the other 
three cars. But on our return trip 
another driver took the lead and 
very sensibly stopped near the 
blowdown. Several of the hikers 
together were able to push the 
tree off the road. 

As we started back to our 
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cars, a gentle rain started to fall. 
On the way back to Rutland it 
rained harder, but it was not a 
problem on the trail. 

The original Stony Brook 
Shelter, on the Appalachian Trail 
near its junction with Stony 
Brook Road, was built in 1958 by 
the Norwich University Outing 
Club. Over the years it had 
become dilapidated and was too 
accessible to the public: so it was 
replaced in 1 997 by a new shelter, 
three-quarters of a mile west, 
built by Erik and Laurel 
Tobiason. The old shelter has 
been dismantled. 


Minerva Hinchey Privy Party 

9 November 2002 
By Herb Ogden, leader 



“Trail Party" is what the 
Rutland Herald calendar section 
called this, and it does have a 
more pleasant ring to it than 
“work party.” Besides, this 
particular outing was unusually 
un-serious, anyway. Despite my 
fears of not having enough people 
to move the Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter privy to a new hole, a 
dozen people showed up on this 
fairly warm, sunny day. People 
took turns digging the new 3’ hole 
while the rest took turns 
supervising. Then we all bodily 
picked up the less than two-year- 
old privy and put it onto its new 


foundation over its new hole. 
One person tried it out, to make 
sure the privy wouldn't fall into 
the hole. Then everyone lined up 
outside the door for a group 
photo, appearing to wait for a turn 
at the convenience. 

After the Privy Council 
disbanded, a few people went 
north to the Airport Lookouts to 
check for blowdowns, and the rest 
went south to Patch Hollow, 
removing one small and one large 
blowdown along the way. Some 
folks made their first 
acquaintance with a one-man 
crosscut saw. We had a very 
pleasant lunch overlooking the 
Patch Hollow beaver pond, 
decided that the trail up Bear 
Mountain would be too slippery 
what with wet leaves and a few 
inches of snow, declared victory, 
and went home happy. 

Killington Area Bushwhack 

1 0 November 2002 
By Herb Ogden, leader 

While we were enjoying the 
dedication of Churchill Scott 
Shelter, I was asked whether it 
was practical to hike from there 
south along the Long Trail and 
take the Bucklin Trail down to 
Brewers Comers before nightfall. 
Because the ceremony lasted till 
around 2 p.m., I said I didn't 
think so. but I suggested an 
alternative: near Jungle Junction 
(the south end of the Sherburne 
Pass Trail), leave the trail, 
bushwhack about a tenth of a 
mile, and pick up some ATV 
tracks and logging roads that lead 
down to the Bucklin Trail about 
midway between the two brook 
crossings. About a dozen of the 
crowd wanted to do this, but 


transportation was a problem, 
so eventually we settled on a 
group of seven. Five had 
hiked south from Route 4 to 
attend the ceremony, while 
Larry Walter and Dave 
Coppock had lugged a 
chainsaw up the Bucklin Trail 
and then north along the Long 
Trail to reach the new shelter, 
clearing blowdowns along the 
way, and needed a shortcut 
back to Brewers Corners. 

We climbed to the birch 
knoll with the huge glacial 
erratic, enjoyed a very windy 
view up there, and plodded 
through three-to-four inches ot 
snow south on the LT to 
Jungle Junction. About 200 
feet south of it, I headed 
downhill, hoping to find one ol 
the faint tracks that end about 
a tenth of a mile dow nhill from 
the LT. After a little 
searching, we found one. and it 
was “all downhill from there." 
Actually, not quite. Farther 
down, after the faint track 
turned into a wide woodroad. 
the tank traps began. These 
are regulation deep waterbars. 
installed after a logging 
operation. They give the hike 
a sort of roller coaster effect. 1 
think we were all glad to hit 
the fiat Bucklin Trail. 

We didn't see much 
wildlife, but Jerry Parker did 
point out a very fresh bear 
track in the snow, which 
greatly interested our one 
canine companion. There 
were also several moose 
tracks. 
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Dedication continu ed from page 1 . 


contemporary of Churchill’s 
within the Section, spoke at the 
trailhead about Churchill's 
contributions to the Section and 
to the GMC as a whole. Please 
see page 1 1 of this issue for a 
review of Churchill’s 
accomplishments. 

For the hike to the shelter. 
Churchill was represented by his 
oldest son. Walter Jr., and his 
children Robin and Becky; his 
oldest daughter Linda and 
husband Ray and their son Keith; 
his son Kim. wife Sue and two 
children Britney and Zachary; his 
youngest daughter Candy and 
husband Clarence plus their two 
children Jill and Katie and, last 
but not least, his granddaughter 
Brianna, making some fifteen in 
all. While some lived locally, 
others had traveled from 
Connecticut. 

Alice’s daughter Jean and her 
son Douglas, who had traveled 
from New York City for the 
occasion, represented the Ference 
family. 

Ben Rose, GMC Executive 
Director, who brought along his 
daughter Anya, and Pete 
Ketchum. Field Supervisor & 
Back Country Management 
Specialist, with his wife Katie, 
represented the GMC, Waterbury. 
J.T. Horn. New England Regional 
Co-coordinator, represented the 
Appalachian Trail Conference. 

The party was brought up to 
forty by the addition of the shelter 
builders Erik and Laurel Tobiason 
and sixteen members of the 
Killington Section. 


The two-mile hike passed by 
without event, though did require 
some effort by those of the Scott 
family not used to the hiking 
milieu. They, and in particular 
five year-old Brianna, are to be 
congratulated on their efforts. The 
party thus just about managed to 
congregate at the shelter at the 
scheduled time of one p.m. 

After inspection of the 
shelter and a brief lunch break, 
addresses were made by: 

• Steve Williams. President, 
who welcomed everyone on 
behalf of the Killington Section. 

• Ray Catozzi. who further 
addressed Churchill Scott’s 
contributions to hiking in the 
Rutland Region. 

• J.T. Horn, who expressed 
thanks to the Mr. Ference (Alice’ 
husband. Jean's father) for his 
significant financial contribution 
towards the shelter. J.T. then 
described the ATC’s policy of 
naming shelters after those who 
have made major contributions to 
ATC activities, for example 
Churchill Scott. He then went on 
to describe the ATC's readiness 
to dedicate a shelter, as indicated 
by a plaque, to memorialize those 
with special attachments to the 
trail, for example Alice Ference 
and her family, who have made 
such a contribution to the 
financing of the shelter. 

• Jean Ference, who spoke of 
the importance of the trail to her 
mother and her attachment to it. 

• Ben Rose, who spoke of the 


relationship between the 
Waterbury' GMC headquarters 
and the Sections such as 
Killington; GMC goals, and the 
importance of contributions by 
members to the ongoing 
maintenance and expansion of the 
LT/AT system. 

To increase the festivity of 
the occasion, which in the 
writer's humble opinion was 
already very positive, and to 
follow a tradition initiated by Ray 
Catozzi at the end of hikes he 
leads, a toast was proposed to 
recognize Churchill Scott and 
remember Alice Ference. Again 
following Ray. the toast was 
Ray's vin non-ordinaire. Catozzi 
Elderberry Special. This was 
supported by cheese nibbles, 
naturally Vermont Cabot chedder. 

Katie Ketchum then 
demonstrated great energy as a 
photographer, taking appropriate 
groupings of the participants to 
record the occasion. These 
photos will, we hope, be a 
memorable addition to the video 
of the occasion made by Barbara 
Griffith to augment the video she 
previously made during the 
construction phase of the shelter. 

Both the Churchill Scott 
name board and Alice Ference 
dedication plaque were then 
installed. 

The party departed as the 
weather began to show signs of 
deteriorating. The majority 
descended by the LT/AT, while a 
few adventurous souls were led 
by Herb Ogden up to the ridge 
and then, via a "comer-cut" 
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known to Herb, down onto the 
Bucklin trail. 

In conclusion, the Killington 
Section of the GMC is extremely 


grateful to all who have 
participated in the financing and 
erection of the Churchill Scott 
Shelter; to those who helped 
organize the ceremony of 


November I0 Ih and to those who 
attended the ceremony, in 
particular the members of the 
Churchill Scott and Alice Ference 
families. 


Green Mountain Club Walking Song 

By R. W. Saunders 

Air; / Went to the Animal Fair 


1 joined the Green Mountain Club: 

1 felt like a regular dub; 

The first four miles were only smiles 
And then there came the rub. 

My prayer for a rest was balked; 

No matter how hard I talked. 

They would not rest at my request. 
But only walked and walked. 

(Refrain in Monotone) 

And walked and walked and walked 
and walked 

And walked and walked and walked. 


Oh. but my feet were sore. 

And some of my clothes I tore. 

The mud was deep, the hills were steep. 
And fences we climbed galore: 

As onward the leader stalked 
My prayer for a rest was balked; 

They left me dead as on they sped. 

And walked and walked and walked. 

(Refrain in Monotone) 

And walked and walked and walked 
and walked 

And walked and walked and walked. 


[This is one of several verses written for the New York Section of the Green Mountain Club ami made available 
to Smoke & Blazes by Betty Gilman who is a relative of the Haley family of Shrewsbury that hosted many GMC ' 
activities in the early days of the club.] 


Attention - Hike Leaders 

Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas (773-2185) and Connie Youngstrom (492-3502). In order 
to publish Smoke & Blazes and our quarterly outing schedule in a timely fashion we need your cooperation in 
contacting the outing coordinators before the target dates. 


Spring outings: 

March. April. May 

Target date 
February 1 

Summer outings: 

June. July. August 

May 1 

Fall outings: 

September. October, November 

August 1 

Winter outings: 

December. January, February 

November 1 


Call Sue or Connie if you'd like to lead a Killington Section outing, or to make a suggestion for an outing. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. '02 - Feb. '03 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless 
otherwise stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a lunch. 
Wear sturdy footgear and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip; difficulty indicates 
steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right 


December 8 Lefferts Pond Loop, Chittenden 

Sunday Easy. 3 miles with a little gentle climbing. 

10:00 AM 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


December 14 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Catamount Trail, Mendon To Shrew. ibury. 

We'll proceed on cross-country skis or snowshoes from Brewer's 
Comer to Gov. Clement Shelter over the VAST snowmobile 
trail/Catamount Trail. Moderate to difficult. 5 miles. 


Barb & Barry 
Griffith 
492 3573 


December 28 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 




January 5 
Sunday 
12:30 PM 


January' 1 1 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


January 18 
Saturday 
4:30 PM 


January 25 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


Bear Mountain and Airport Lookout, Wallingford/Clarendon 

Snowshoe on the Long/Appalachian Trail from Clarendon Gorge Herb Ogden 
(Vt. 103) to Wallingford Gulf (Vt. 140) with views of Rutland 775-1350 

Airport. Spring Lake and White Rocks. Moderate. 6.3 miles. 


Rocky Pond, Rutland 

Ski or snowshoe at the site of Rutland's proposed new hiking trails 
and enjoy a bit of w ilderness w ithin the city boarders. We'll loop 
back by way of Muddy Pond and a small waterfall. Easy, 2.5 to 3 
miles with some climbing. 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Patch Hollow, Wallingford. 

Hike back in time. Come and learn about the tragic 1831 tar-and- 
feathering party here; who was killed and why. Walk, ski or 
snowshoe, depending on conditions. Moderate, 3 miles round trip. 


Barb & Barn 
Griffith 
492 3573 


Moonlight Ski, Gov. Clement Shelter, Shrewsbury' 

Moonlight ski. snowshoe, or hike from Upper Cold River Road to 

Gov. Clement Shelter. Shrewsbury. Follow the road past old cellar Herb Ogden 

holes and along a rushing brook, up to the unique 1 929 stone 773-2 1 85 

shelter for a hot beverage around the fireplace. Return by the light 

of the full moon. Easy. 2.4 miles. 


Hot Dog Roast - Gifford Woods, Killington 

Ski or snowshoe in the park and then gather around the fire. Bring 
hot dogs to roast. Hot drinks will be provided. Easy. 


Roma & Al Pulling 
773-6997 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. '02 - Feb. '03 

Schedule continued from previous page 


February' 1 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Mount Independence, Onvell 

Explore the site of a Revolutionary War era fort overlooking Lake 
Champlain with several interesting sites along the route. Easy to 
moderate, 2 to 3 miles. 


Andrea McQuade 
775-6273 
or 

Linda Hutchins 
948-2770 


February 8 
Saturday 


Robert Frost Mountain, Ripton 

A joint outing with the Breadloaf Section. Snowshoes may be 
needed. Moderate, 5 miles with scenic views. Call leaders for 
meeting time and place. 


Gordon & Helen 

Cawood 

352-4310 


February 15 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Merck Forest, Rupert 

Ski or snowshoe the varied trails at the Merck Forest & Farmland 
Center. Moderate. 4 to 6 miles. 


Steve & Diana 

Williams 

645-9529 


Merck Forest, Rupert, Overnight 

February 15/16 Join the day hikers and then enjoy an overnight stay in a rustic 
Saturday/Sunday shelter. Reservations and a fee required for overnight stay. Contact 
leaders by February 8. 


Larry & Viv Walter 
775-3855 


February 23 
Sunday 
9:00 AM 


Mystery Hike, Shrewsbury 

Snow shoe in the wilds of Shrew sbury'. Some bushw hacking 
possible. Moderate. 3 miles. 


Jerry Parker 
747-4439 


March 2 
Sunday 


10:00 AM 


Deer Leap, Killington 

Snowshoe to the lookout on Deer Leap w ith option of a longer loop Sue Thomas 
over Deer Leap Mountain. Moderate. 3 miles with some steep 773-2185 

climbing. 



Killington Section 
Hikers 
on 

Mt. Antone 
in 

Merck Forest 
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At its directors meeting on 
June 4, 2002, the Killington 
Section officers and directors 
voted unanimously to 
recommend to the main GMC 
that the new Pico West Shelter 
to be built on the relocated 
LT/AT south of Rte. 4 be 
named in honor of dedicated 
longtime GMC and Killington 
Section member W. Churchill 
Scott and be known as the 
Churchill Scott Shelter. 

Churchill has been 
associated with the GMC and 
the Killington Section for 
nearly 70 years, most of that 
time as an active member 
assuming numerous leadership 
roles. Shortly after graduating 
from high school in 1932, 
Churchill joined the Killington 
Section trail crews under the 
direction of Willis Ross, who 
was a postal employee in 
Rutland. After serving on these 
crews in 1933 and perhaps in 
1932 as well, he was recruited 
by Ross to be the caretaker of 
Porky Camp, a closed camp on 
Killington Peak near the 
present Cooper Lodge, where 
he spent the summer of 1934. 
After the hurricane of 1938 
made the stretch of LT 
between Pico and Killington 
impassable, Churchill was one 
of a crew that cleared it. 

Following military service 
in World War II. Churchill 
resumed his activity with the 
section serv ing as president for 
two years (1950-1951). 
secretary for twenty-two years 
(1961-1982) and treasurer for 


Walter Churchill Scott 



twenty-five years (1961-1985). 
During this time he also played 
a key role in the maintenance 
of trails and shelters. 
Following retirement from his 
career with the U.S. Postal 
Service, he returned to 
Killington Peak for several 
years working from the 
summit as fire lookout. 

On June 12. 1999, at the 
GMC's Annual Meeting at 
Stratton. Churchill received an 
honorary life membership in 
recognition of his years of 
service to the Killington 
Section and the Club. 

Churchill's contributions were 
summed up as follows in the 
fall 1999 issue of the Long 
Trail News: 

In 1934. at the age of 
nineteen, Churchill Scott 
began his long association 
with the GMC. In that 
year, he became caretaker 
at Porky Lodge on 

Killington Peak. Scott has 
been very' involved in the 


Killington Section. Over 
two decades, he served as 
section officer and for 
many years, Churchill 
single-handedly kept the 
trails and shelters in the 
Killington Section going. 
Fie handled 

correspondence, finances, 
and did on-the-ground 
trail and shelter 
maintenance. He also led 
countless outings over the 
years and edited the 
section's newsletter. 
Smoke and Blazes. 

Scott received his end-to- 
end certification in 1969. He 
encouraged his own children 
and Rutland area youth to 
discover the joys of hiking. 
Scott's first membership in the 
Killington Section was given 
to him. like other youth, 
because he joined the military 
during WW II. 

We in the Killington 
Section are proud of 
Churchill’s legacy and feel that 
his early connections to the 
GMC going back to the 
increasingly legendary' 1930's 
together with his many 
decades of continuing service 
to the Killington Section make 
him very deserving of having 
this new shelter named after 
him. We believe that such a 
move would help to pass on 
the kind of history and 
dedication that he embodies to 
future generations of hikers. 
He has certainly been an 
inspiration to us in the 
Killinuton Section. 
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Your Invitation to Join 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail Mews, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke <& Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $30 ADDRESS: 

Family $40 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Individual Lifetime $750 

Family Lifetime $1000 PHONE: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work. shelter work, sign making. publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other. 

Make check payable to Killington Section. GMC and mail with this application to: 


Alfred Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section. Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland. VT 05701 
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It was a dark and stormy night - 


Patch Hollow, May 11, 1831 

(This story, taken from the 
History of Wallingford. Vermont 
by Rev. Walter Thorpe (1911). 
was recounted by leader Barry 
Griffith to about two dozen 
enthusiastic Killinglon Section 
snowshoers at the scene of the 
crime.] 

(Luuuj (nick in the early part 
of the nineteenth century there 
occurred "She Satch .Hollow 
Sraycdy." Stapidly returning to 
primitive wilderness is what was 
formerly well settled land. Cn the 
cast side of Siear . Mountain 
running in a northerly atul 
southerly direction is Satch 
Hollow. lit the time of the tragedy 
the Alount .Holly road, as it was 
called, passed over the highlands, 
north of the present road, (iy way 
of Qongdon 's cuid Clemons '. Clbout 
a mile east of the Clemons place 
the road branched off north 
running through Satch Hollow. 
'Upon this road five families lived. 
(It the south aid, Cuthcr Stale, 
who made wooden plows fox 
farmers in the vicinity. Next lived 
i Dcuud Saleh, who had built a 
substantial house and reared a 
large family. 5 hen came Simon 


Saleh 's and away to the right 
lived Cdnuutd Satch. 

Surther on north, a little 
away from the road to the left, 
Stolon Wheeler had built a log 
house 24 x IS and here was the 
scale of the tragedy. Wheeler had 
married a daughter of Stavid 
Satch and was a man of lUolent 
passions and jealous disposition. 
Steport said he was guilty of 
indiscretion with his uufe's sister 
and the community to show 
resentment for such conduct, 
planned to turn out and give him a 
coat of tar and feathers and 
perchance ride him on a rail. Shey 
were well organized and 
comprised goung mai from the 
village, from Sugar Hill and even 
Shrewsbury/. Shreats were made 
so publicly that Wheeler hearing 
of them swore that if attached he 
would defend himself. Visiting the 
village, he went to the blacksmith 
shop of Shomas ^Draper, made a 
large file into a two-edge knife 
and fitted it to a handle. Jt 
appears that Jarvis JCeawed had 
beat selected to lead "the rioters" 
but on the appointed day he was 
called to attend his sister's funeral 


in (Danby. He afterwards felt 
fortunate to think it utas not his 
own. Cn the night of ALuj 11, 
1831 , the party set out from the 
village. Several carried jugs of 
rum, one a bucket of tar, another a 
sack of feathers. She detachment 
from Shrewsbury got lost in the 
woods, either from darkness or too 
freque/it potations, and after 
uuuidering about for a time went 
home and reported they ’d had a 
great time with "Ctd Wheeler." 
Next day, hearing houi the affair 
terminated they were glad to make 
it known that they had never 
reached the house. Jn a field 
south of the "hollow" the parties 
from the village and Sugar Hill 
met, compared the contaits of 
various jugs and proceeded to 
disguise themselves. Jsaac 
Csbome, at the time a foreman of 
James Hus tin's hat shop, was 
appointed leader. She party 
followed along the road until they 
came to Wheeler's house and there 
called for admission. Shey 
claimed they were going fishing in 
Shrewsbury Sond and wanted 
some fire. Wheeler had placed 

See Patch Hollow. /w^e 3 
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What's the point? 


Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2003 Gretchen Crowley 

" * Alfred Pulling 

" Susan Thomas 

2004 * Robert Perkins 

" * Jacob Sherman 

" * Connie Youngstrom 

2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 


*Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Alfred Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

History Robert Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

” Connie Youngstrom 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 


From sometime in the mid 1950s until sometime in the mid 
1990s the Guide Book of the Long Trail, in describing the trail up 
the south side of Killington. mentioned a waypoint called 
"Consultation Point". What 's the story behind the unusual name of 
this transitory landmark? Based on a conversation with my late 
father. Craigue S. "Pinky" Perkins, 1 offer the following explanation. 

In the early 1950s a group from the Killington Section set out to 
conduct one of the periodic relocations of that piece of trail. I don’t 
know for sure who else was in that particular work party, but among 
Dad's frequent trail-working colleagues were R. Gale "Breezer" 
Spaulding. Clarence O. "Doc" Gaskill. and Malcolm (son of Willis) 
Ross. They decided this time to take a scientific approach. Taking 
into account the total elevation to be gained they selected an 
acceptable average pitch and resolved to maintain that average as an 
actual constant pitch throughout. I’m not sure that they used a 
surveyor's transit in the process but I know Dad owned one and it 
would have been in the spirit of the project. 

As the day wore on. however, the careful calculation of 
switchbacks grew tedious, the crew grew weary, and the hour grew 
late. At some point they paused, consulted one another, agreed to 
abandon science, and struck out on a due north course for 
Killington. The strategy worked, the new trail was a success, and 
the point became Consultation Point. 

One more point 

Speaking of interestingly named points, perhaps the most 
intriguing is a lookout on Kit Davidson's Mount Zion property in 
Hubbardton that he calls Moot Point. But it's debatable. 


Contact Information 

Gretchen Crowley. 32 Pleasant St.. Proctor. VT 05765. 459-2098 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff3VT@aol.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd.. Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Herbert Ogden. 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, (H)775-l 350. (W)775-3368, hogden@adelphia.net 

Robert Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East. Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, raT37@juno.com 

William Robichaud. 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman. 48 Morse PI., Rutland. VT 05701, 775-2784, jakesher@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Paw let. VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@so\ er.net 
Connie Youngstrom, Box 1 160. Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3502, marky@sover.net 
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Patch Hollow continued from page I 

against the door a xail tong 
enough to htace against the 
opposite wall and feeling secure 
paid no heed to them. 5'utding it 
impassible to force the door, theg 
pried a hole in the gable end of the 
roof and Jsaac Osborne, James 
Sherman and Silas Congdon 
sprang into the house. 

3hcn commenced a terrible 
struggle in the darh. Sherman got 
Wheeler bg the hair and began to 
drag him out when Wheeler 
commenced to use his knife with 
deadlg effect. She rail was 
knocked down and others rushing 
in from the outside added to the 
confusion. (Bcnj. (Brownell 
receiucd a stab in the side. Jas. 
Sherman received fourteen wounds . 
Silas Congdon seized the blade of 
the knife in his hand atul it was 
twisted round and wrenched from 
him, cutting out the inside of his 
hand. Jsaac Osborne fell across 
the bed and died without a erg. 
(During the struggle Wheeler 
slipped out of his shirt, dived 
under the bed, raised some floor 
boards, crawled under the house 
and nuidc his escape into the 
woods. .Meantime those within the 
house had got hold of Osborne's 
bodg atul dreu‘ it about the floor 
thinking it was Wheeler. 3t was 
not long before theg noticed the 
man was dead what theg dropped 
the bodg and hastilg left the house. 
3n the meantime Alts. Wheeler 
with matig shrieks had run for her 
father's house. 5 he "rioters", (for 
so theg were termed in the 
indictment ) hurriedlg disappeared 
and James Shernuui rtuuic his 
wag to (Dr. John 3ox‘s home so as 


to get his wounds dressed. 3le 
informed the good doctor of the 
circumstances, urging him to 
hasten up to "the Jiollow," 
fearing that someone was killed. 
Along times afterwards in 
recounting the experience, (Dr. 3ox 
claimed that what he saw within 
the log hut was the most terrible 
sight he could recall. (Bg the dim 
light of a bit of tallow candle he 
noticed the livid bodg of Osborne 
on the bed and the cabin literallg 
soaked in blood. 3t is a question 
how Wheeler, who had passed out 
entirelg naked, spent the night in 
the woods. (Before dagbreak he 
fled into the Jlartsboro section, 
stole a shirt from Jlw. Slorton's 
clothes line and selected an 
unfrequented haw to spend the 
dag in. Jt was entirclg emptg 
excepting two bundles of drg 
straw. With these he nuidc himself 
a straw dress and thus clad made 
his wag across coutitrg to his 
sister's home iti a part of the toum 
of (Pawlet called "Jadmar." 3icrc 
he was arrested the following dag 
and brought back to Wallingford 
for trial. 3 he court was called in 


the 3iatel but so great was the 
interest that it moved to the 
(Baptist Church. ‘Upon hearing the 
facts of the case the prisotier was 
discharged. 3Us acquittal was 
unexpected and it tended to 
intensifg the excitement. lifter 
Wheeler’s release he with his wife 
left toum cuul afterwards lived 
near (Dcutbg Corners, from thence 
going to the great west. 

3 he "rioters " in turn were held 
for trial in the countg court atul 
according to the records of Joseph 
Jlagar and (Reuben Wood were 
fined S6C.CC each, and Jcuncs 
Jhuitoon, James Shernuui and 
Jlerman Alighclls S4C.CC. 

3 or the foregoing account 3 
am indebted for mg information to 
(Dr. J. C. Jlitt, udio wrote an article 
upon this phase of Wallingford's 
historg and before it was printed 
was at great pains to see it was 
authentic. 3 he dreadful tragedg 
must have left its blight upon 
"3atch Jiollow" for shortlg 
afterwards the dwellings were 
unoccupied and it has never since 
been used for residence. 
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Trip Reports 

Mount Tom, Woodstock 

16 November 2002 
Barbara Griffith 

Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller 
National Historical Park is 
Vermont's only National Park and 
the only National Park to tell the 
story of conservation history and 
the evolving nature of land 
stewardship in America. "No 
Shooting" signs helped us pick 
this area for a hunting season 
outing. 

Undeterred by a snowstorm 
and reports of a pile-up of 
vehicles on the Killington Pass a 
party of 1 2 set off to hike the easy 
carriage roads of Vermont's only 
National Park in Woodstock. Vt. 
We added a couple visiting from 
Connecticut to make us a group of 
14. This relatively easy stroll 
followed an old carriage road 
winding up an easy grade. We 
strolled around the "Pogue" (a 
pond tucked in the cleft of the 
mountain), marveled at an old 
drinking fountain being gravity 
fed from the pond and wound up 
to the top of Mt. Tom (elevation 
1240 feet). 

The spectacular view of Mt 
Ascutney (one of Vermont's 
monadnocks) was obscured by the 
clouds, however the view to the 
east and south was a reward for 
the minimal effort. Woodstock 
from the top with snow flying and 
the covered bridge was like a 
postcard. What an ideal place to 
relax and enjoy lunch. The 
amazing craftsmanship of the 
carriage road was oohed and 
ahhed over. One section was 
about 40 feet of stonemasonry to 


span a small gully. One could 
imagine being pulled to the top in 
a carriage pulled by a team of 
horses! 

On the return we meandered 
around, visiting a log ski lodge 
that had a wood stove to warm us 
up. Down the trail we located a 
"two-seater" his and hers 
outhouse. Onward we passed the 
old bowling alley and the 
mansion. There are 20 miles of 
groomed trails in the 
550 woodland acres for all to 
enjoy. See you on the trails! 

Catamount Trail 

14 December 2002. 

This hike was postponed due 
to inclement weather. We will 
reschedule it for a future date. 

Bear Mountain, 

But Not Beyond 

28 December 2002 
By Herb Ogden 

This was going to be an over 
5-mile hike or snowshoe from 
Wallingford Gulf to Vt. 103. 
Plans were changed by the heavy 
snowfall that began on Christmas 
Day. No longer did I have to 
worn about coping with a muddy 
or icy trail. Instead. 1 had to 
figure out whether our group of 
ten could make it all the way in 
over a foot of new snow. First I 
scaled back to a round trip to 
Patch Hollow, planning to return 
on the old road that leads south to 
the Long Trail. Eventually, some 
of the group did snowshoe as far 
as the top of Bear Mountain, 
about 2.1 miles from Vt. 140. On 
the way down, we caught up with 
the majority, who turned around 
after reaching the south end of the 
summit ridge. 


Because the parking lot off 
Vt. 140 was not plowed out. it 
took us a while to get all the 
snowshoers to the trail head after 
parking cars in a tiny pull-off to 
the west of the trail crossing and 
at the Sugar Hill Road. After a 
few misbehaving snowshoe 
bindings, the next problem was 
encountered when we entered the 
woods: not enough blazes. Even 
those of us who were familiar 
with the trail sometimes had 
trouble deciding where it went. 
Some of us spent considerable 
time bobbing our heads from side 
to side trying to spy the next blaze 
through the trees. This shows that 
the new GMC blazing policy is. 
as the GMC says, not designed 
for winter hiking. I'd like to 
blaze this stretch to the old 
standard: always have one in 
sight. The new policy allows this 
but does not require it. 

Our lunch break was at the 
fine lookout on a short spur trail 
partway up the switchbacks. By 
that time, some folks' thighs were 
already getting tired of lifting a 
lot of new snow even.' time they 
took a step forward. Alternating 
the lead, we nevertheless pushed 
on up the mountain and got to the 
summit ridge in good spirits. 
From there, a few of us followed 
the swath for the beacon electric 
line along the ridge. With no 
snow on the ground, this is tough 
going, so this part was actually 
easier on snowshoes. over a thick 
blanket of snow that evened out 
the rough terrain. 

Retracing our steps was a real 
joy, much easier than breaking 
trail on the way up. We all 
returned to the Wallingford Gulf 
Road in good spirits. 
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Patch Hollow 

1 1 January 2003 
By Barb & Barry Griffith 

This was a hike with a 
hook — the chance to hear what 
happened at this secluded spot on 
the Long Trail one fatal night in 
1831. Section members were 
joined by others who do not 
regularly snowshoe -- including a 
curious newspaper reporter -- 
along to hear the tale, which is 
recounted elsewhere in this issue. 

We carpooled to our trailhead 
at Spring Lake Ranch, with Bob 
Perkins' VW van filled with 
hikers leading the way. The drive 
up the narrow, icy road to the 
parking area added adventure to 
the trip before we even put on our 
packs! We were joined at the 
Ranch by a Shrewsbury 
contingent, bringing our total to 
27 hikers. 

Snowshoes and one pair of 
skis were donned. We struck off 
heading south along the well- 
marked trail, grateful for the 
snowshoes in the deep snow left 
by recent storms. After about a 
mile of moderate elevation gain 
we reached the ridge and went 
across to the headwaters of Patch 
Creek, where the secret of the 
Hollow was revealed. 

The D&H Rail-Trail 
By Moonlight 

1 8 January 2003 
By Herb Ogden 

Like my first outing this 
season, the moonlight hike had to 
be changed from its original 
route. It was supposed to go from 
Shrewsbury's Upper Cold River 
Road to Gov. Clement Shelter, 
where we were supposed to enjoy 
hot drinks around the stone 


shelter's fireplace. After several 
weeks of snow, however, there 
was at most space for one car to 
park at the triangle on the Upper 
Road. I thought about a ski and 
snowshoe outing to Clarendon 
Shelter via the old Gaynor Road 
instead, but the Vt. 103 parking 
lot was not well plowed. Besides, 
the stream that runs down the old 
road had not entirely frozen over, 
and the descent on skis was very 
tricky. So 1 settled for the 
combination of Castleton State 
College's huge parking lot and 
the nice level trail that was made 
after the old Rutland & 
Washington Railroad was 
abandoned about twenty years 
ago. (Tracks now end at Salem. 
New York.) 

Though the temperature was 
around zero, ten of us started 
south on the Delaware & Hudson 
Rail-Trail, six on skis and four on 
snowshoers. The skiers had a fine 
time. Though many snowmobiles 
had used the trail, it had been so 
cold since the last snowfall that 
the surface was still powder snow. 
The snowshoers? Well. they. um. 
had more time to thoroughly take 
in their surroundings. The skiers 
turned around near the two-mile 
mark: the snowshoers had to stop 
sooner so we could all finish 
together. 

The surroundings were worth 
taking in. Soon after we left 
South Street, the full Frost Moon 
rose. The night was still. No 
wind blew. The bitterly cold 
snow squeaked beneath our skis 
and snowshoes. Where the 
railbed cut through pastures, 
horses stood sleeping in the cold. 
Lights shone from houses near 
and far. As the moon rose 


further, we could see the details 
of the Taconics around us and of 
the trail ahead of us, right dow n to 
the snowmobile runner tracks. 
Even though the temperature was 
now about seven degrees below 
zero, everyone enjoyed being out 
in the moonlit landscape. 

To top off a successful 
outing, former GMC Director 
Wally Rogers invited us all to his 
house, which is in sight of the rail 
trail, for hot drinks. He gave us 
that and more, namely an 
excellent soup, cheese, crackers, 
and cookies. This will be a hard 
act to follow. 

By the way. the very next 
night, four of us from the 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
skied the rail trail all the way 
from Poultney to Castleton. 7.2 
miles. It took us about three 
hours, because we stopped often 
to enjoy the scenery and talk of 
many things in the moonlight. 

Gifford Woods 
Hot Dog Roast 

January 25. 2003 
By Roma Pulling 

After many nights of sub- 
zero temperatures and da\s with 
icy winds, we felt very fortunate 
that the day of our hike was 
comfortable and the snow was 
ideal. We gathered 19 people, 
starting with 14 at the park. We 
were joined by five more at 
Gifford Woods. 

Parking our cars near the 
maintenance shed on Route 100. 
we loaded two plastic toboggans 
with supplies, strapped on our 
snowshoes and headed for the 
campground. Alfred and one 
other hiker stayed at the lean-to to 
start a fire while the rest of our 
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group with veteran hike leader 
Jerry Parker in the lead started up 
the trail. We followed 
the Appalachian Trail at first but 
then bushwhacked south for a 
ways before sw inging back 
toward the lean-to. Jem’ said it 
was pure luck that he came out at 
our destination, but we knew 
better. We studied many 
animal tracks, most of w hich were 
hard to identify because snow had 
drifted in. but Jerry was sure that 
one set of large prints were those 
of a moose. 

At the lean-to Alfred had a 
cozy fire burning and water 
heating in the old Killington 
Section pot. Hot dogs were soon 
cooking on a barbecue fork, sticks 
and aluminum foil and tasted 
delicious with hot 

beverages furnished by the club 
and cookies for dessert. After 
satisfying our appetites, we hiked 
back to our cars and returned 
home. To our friends in Florida, 
you don't know what you're 
missing! 

Mount Independence 

1 February’ 2003 
Andrea McQuade 

Twelve of us pretty much had 
the place to ourselves as we 
snowshoed around this Vermont 
historic site. In 1776 American 
Revolutionary War troops built a 
fort here, across Lake Champlain 
from Fort Ticonderoga. hoping to 
prevent a British attack from 
Canada. 

We stopped at a number of 
places along the trails to learn 
about the different structures 
including the barracks, the 
hospital, and artificers' shops, as 
well as the garden area, the 


floating bridge connecting the two 
forts, a quarry, and a crane that 
was used to lift supplies from the 
shore 200 feet below. Co-leader 
Lynda Hutchins’ lively 
commentary helped us visualize 
these places, especially because 
so much of them was covered in 
snow. 

For lunch we stopped on the 
shore of the frozen lake, w here we 
had a great view of Fort 
Ticonderoga. snowmobiles, and 
ice fishermen. Our hike also 
offered opportunities to view- 
animal tracks, porcupine quills, 
rabbit fur. and two foxes by the 
side of the road. At the end of our 
hike, we stopped at the picnic 
tables, enjoyed snacks, and heard 
a ghost story told by Sue Thomas. 

Hiking and history - both 
factual and haunted - what a great 
combination! 

Robert Frost Mt., Ripton 

1 9 February 2003 
Gordon & Helen Cawood 

A large group of 21 hikers 
assembled for this hike. There 
were ten Breadloafers. six 
Killingtoners. two Burlingtoners. 


and three nonmembers. We 
started at the junction of Lincoln- 
Ripton Road and Norton Farm 
Road and headed west on the 
snowmobile trail. 

It was a beautiful, sunny day. 
Nevertheless, it was cold, moving 
the faster members of the party so 
far ahead that it was impossible to 
keep count. But. all the cars 
disappeared at the end of the hike, 
so we're sure that we lost no one 
to any pedestrian-snowmobile 
encounters. Killington member 
Bill Lucas, though visually 
impaired, could follow the well- 
defined trail with impressive 
speed. 

The snowmobile trail was 
wide and hard packed and led to 
the peak of Robert Frost 
Mountain where we were greeted 
with a chilling westerly wind and 
no one chose to stay there for 
lunch. However, three of the 
party continued a short distance 
down the snowmobile trail as it 
continued west where there was a 
good view of Bread Loaf 
Mountain and others in the Green 
Mountain chain 
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Section Directors Meeting 

6 February 2003 

By Jake Sherman, Secretary 

A meeting of the section directors 
was held on Thursday, Feb. 6, 
2003 at 7:00 P.M. at the offices of 
Herb Ogden. Present were Steve 
Williams, Barb Griffith, Lynda 
Hutchins, Sue Thomas, Bob 
Perkins, Herb Ogden and Jake 
Sherman. 

Secretary’s Minutes — The 
minutes of the Oct. 1 meeting 
were approved as submitted. 

Trails & Shelters Report -- 

Herb gave an extensive report 
cov ering a number of areas. He 
noted that as a result of new 
federal funds becoming available 
the Forest Service had asked the 
GMC to come up with ideas for 
capital improvement projects 
along the Appalachian Trail. 

One possibility might be moving 
or replacing Clarendon Shelter. It 
is presently not on federal land 
and it would be desirable if it 
were. However, no one is 
pressuring us to move it at present 
and in fact it is well maintained. 
If it were moved, criteria for a 
new location would include a 
reliable water source and good 
distance from any road. 

Also, the GMC is planning at 
some point to build a new shelter 
between Gov. Clement and 
Cooper Lodge, possibly with an 
eye to ultimately removing both. 

Tucker-Johnson Shelter, north of 
Route 4. is not our responsibility 
but a few years ago had support 


beams tom out. There is concern 
it is too close to developments. 

Herb will check on the status of 
the proposed trailhead parking lot 
on Rte. 4. There was engineering 
done on a proposed $60,000 plan 
a couple of years ago but nothing 
has happened. The site’s pretty 
rough and can get quite muddy, 
particularly in spring. 

The main club agrees with us that 
a bridge is needed over Brewers 
Brook on the Bucklin Trail. 
There might be delay on 
construction, however, because of 
handicapped access concerns. It 
is supposed to be wheelchair- 
accessible. 

There is also a move to put in 
composting privies at both 
Minerva Hinchey and Clarendon 
Shelters. 

Except for some blowdowns 
between Wallingford Gulf and 
Minerva Hinchey, the trails are in 
pretty good shape. 

Herb recommended we purchase 
a one-man crosscut saw. Also, 
inquiries will be made about 
getting our saws sharpened. 

It was suggested that during 
spring walk-throughs we pay 
particular attention to possible 
relocation sites for shelters. 

Gov. Clement Shelter — Barb 
Griffith reported on her second 
meeting with the Shrewsbury 
selectmen and local landowners 
regarding measures to protect 
Gov. Clement Shelter. 


She noted that while cabin and 
camp owners along the road "feel 
very’ abused” they didn't want the 
road closed. However, the 
selectboard is agreeable to having 
the side of the road near the 
shelter bouldered to prevent 
access by full-size vehicles. The 
state can take care of this but not 
till late June. 

The selectboard also requested 
that Barb's husband. Attv. Barry 
Griffith, draft an ordinance 
banning parking from dawn to 
dusk along Gov. Clement Road. 
It is our understanding that once 
signs are in place the ban can be 
enforced by the Forest Service. 
The section has also suggested to 
the selectboard that there be a 
sign on the Upper Cold River 
Road near the intersection with 
Gov. Clement Road notifying 
potential partiers of the parking 
ban 

Thanks were extended to both 
Barb and Barry for pursuing the 
issue with the selectboard. 

Annual Meeting Date — Several 
possible dates for the annual 
meeting were discussed with 
April 12 finally being selected as 
our first choice. Also discussed 
was the need to fill two director 
positions. We will need a 
candidate for treasurer as Al 
Pulling's temi will be up and he 
can't be reelected. Herb is willing 
to continue as Trails & Shelters 
Chaimian but wants to step down 
as a director. 

Sue Thomas again brought up her 
difficulty as outings chairperson 
in getting hike leaders to commit 
in a timely fashion to particular 
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dates. However, if she doesn't 
get these dates pinned down in a 
timely fashion it holds up 
publication o (Smoke & Blazes . 

Kit Davidson Property -- Kit 

would ultimately like to leave his 
property in Hubbardton. which 
overlooks the battlefield and has 
provided the club with many 
hikes and outings over the years, 
to the state. But he would like us 
to maintain the trails and also 
wants the GMC to hold an 
easement as a check on the state. 
Nothing more has been heard 
recently. Lynda suggested 
checking with Waterbury to see 
what they know about it. Sue 
spoke to Kit recently. He has laid 
out some additional cross-country 
ski trails on his property and 
would like everyone to use them. 

Guidance To Outing Leaders -- 

The section has put together a 
one-page list of suggestions and 
recommendations for trip leaders 
to lead safe and successful hikes. 
One of these is to assess w hether 
hikers with special needs should 
undertake a particular hike and. if 
not. attempt to dissuade them 
from participation. 

Younger Members -- We 
would like to do things that would 
attract younger members to the 
section. Lately we have had in 
fact a lot of new people on our 
hikes. It was suggested that this 
is because there has been a run of 
easy hikes. It's been found that 
younger people, particularly with 
children, do not want anything too 
intimidating. It was suggested 
that perhaps we offer two hikes 
on a Saturday - one difficult and 


the other easy -- but we don't 
have enough people for that. 

Section Website -- Deb Weggett 
has offered to set up a website but 
needs input from us. Steve 
suggested we accept her offer and 
Bob agreed to act as our liaison. 

It was suggested that there might 
or ought to be an area for section 
news and announcements on the 
main club's website. 

GMC Director’s Report -- Our 
new GMC director Lynda 
Hutchins gave a very extensive 
report from the last club-wide 
meeting. Much of the discussion 
concerned plans for the South 
Bam. which a few days later was 
consumed by fire. It was a 
substantial blow resulting in loss 
of property, guidebooks, and even 
some archival material. On the 
positive side, a new edition of 50 
Hikes in Vermont is due out this 
spring and the Long Trail 
Protection Program has less to do 
lately being "a victim of our own 
success." 

Unfortunately, income has been 
going down and there is a 
budgetary shortfall of S80.000. 
Ways are being sought to reduce 
expenditures, increase funding, 
and over the next few years attain 
"sustainability." Lynda would be 
pleased to relay any questions and 
concerns from our section at the 
annual meeting. 

Forest Plan Revision -- Sue 
Thomas reported on a meeting 
held by the Green Mountain 
National Forest concerning its 
revision plan. The meeting was 
more for the purpose of laying out 
a timeline than dealing with 
- 8 - 


issues. In 2003 there will be a ) 
series of monthly local meetings 
for the purpose of defining issues, 
and then in 2004 draft statements 
will be developed for inclusion in 
the EIS (Environmental Impact 
Statement). It's important we be 
represented as a counter to the 
logging people and the 
snowmobile interests. 

Rutland County Physical 
Activity Coalition — Bob Perkins 
has been acting as the section 
liaison to this group which 
consists of numerous local groups 
and agencies interested in 
promoting walking and physical 
activity. The group has already 
published a map of suggested 
walking routes in Rutland City 
and has appointed a County 
Walks & Trails Committee on 
which Bob is serving. 

Other than thanking Sue 
Thomas for the excellent cookies, 
there was no other business. The 
next meeting will be the annual 
meeting on April 1 2. 


Not very original 

According to Esther Munroe 
Swift's Vermont Place-Names 
there are. in Vermont, no less than 
eight Bald Hills and eight Bald 
Mountains. She counts our 
Mendon summit, a frequent 
Killington Section outing 
destination, as a "Hill" but the 
United States Geological Survey- 
Topographic map rates it as 
"Mtn." 

And in Fairlee there's a Bald 
Top Hill. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2003 


Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless 
otherwise stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and, for morning departures, bring a lunch. 
Wear sturdy footgear and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip; difficulty indicates 
steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right 


March 2 
Sunday 
10:00 AM 


Deer Leap, Killington 

Snowshoe to the lookout on Deer Leap with option of a longer Sue Thomas 
loop over Deer Leap Mountain. Moderate, 3 miles with some 773-2 1 85 
steep climbing. 


March 9 
Sunday 
1 :00 PM 


Bucklin Trail, Mendon 

Follow the Bucklin Trail to upper Brewers Brook crossing. Herb Ogden 

along scenic Brewers Brook. About a mile and a quarter on an 775-1350 
old woodroad; slight climb. Skiers or snowshoers only. 


March 15 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


Bald Mountain, Mendon 

Snowshoes required. Some steep climbing and nice views. 
Four miles; moderate. 


Dale Christie 
747-6923 


March 22 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

March 29 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

April 5 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


April 12 
Saturday 
6:00 PM 


April 26 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Catamount Trail, Mendon 

Ski or snowshoe. Four to five miles: moderate. 


Andrea McQuade 
775-6273 


Saltash Mountain, Shrewsbury 

Six miles, moderate with some steep climbing and 
bushwhacking to the 3286-foot summit. 


Connie & Mark 
Youngstrom 


492-3502 


Mystery Hike 

Moderate. 


Barbara & Barry 

Griffith 

492-3573 


Annual Meeting and Potluck Supper 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Hillside Avenue, Rutland. 

Join us for a potluck meal followed by a short business meeting Sue Thomas 
and a presentation by Susan Morgan of the Vermont Institute of 773-2 1 85 
Natural Science. Bring a dish to share and a place setting. Hot 
drinks provided. Nonmembers welcome! 


Bristol Bushwhack 

A six-mile, moderate trek to the site of a World War II plane 
crash. Some climbing in a trailless area. 


Jerry Parker 
747-4439 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2003 

Schedule continued from previous page 


May 3 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Zion Mountain, Hubbardton 

Visit a Japanese garden with waterfalls, pools and spectacular 
boulders. Hike the ridge of Zion Mountain for sweeping valley 
views. Three to four miles, moderate with climbing. 

John Hale 
273-2293 

May 10 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 

Wildflower Ramble 

Celebrate spring with a trip to the woods to identify Vermont’s 
many wildflowers. Three to four miles: easy to moderate. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 
Barbara Griffith 
492-3573 

May 17 
Saturdav 
9:00 AM 
(Rain date 5/24) 

Lowland Walk-Through 

Join us for our spring cleanup on the Long/Appalachian Trail 
from Gov. Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury to Route 140 in 
Wallingford. All ability levels welcome to help us get this 
historic hiking trail in shape for the season. Bring work gloves 
and sturdy shoes. Tools provided. 

1 lerb Ogden 
775-1350 

May 1 8 
Sunday 
9:30 AM 

Beulah Hill, Bridgewater 

Explore the site of a mid-19' 1 ' century hill farm in the wilds of 
Bridgewater with a descendant of the original owner. Three 
miles: moderate. 

Roma & AL 

Pulling 

773-6997 

May 24 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Equinox Preservation Trust, Manchester 

Three to four-mile moderate hike with some steep pitches 
leading to views of Equinox Pond and the Green and Taconic 
Mountains. 

Steve & Diana 

Williams 

645-9529 

May 31 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
(Rain date: 6/1 ) 

Cardigan Mountain, Canaan, NH 

A short but rugged climb to a spectacular bare rock summit with 
a manned fire tower. Difficult, three and a half miles. Summit 
is exposed and w indy; bring a jacket. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

June 7 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

National Trails Day - Highland Walk-Through 

Folks will be out today all across the country doing trail 
maintenance projects. Come join the Killington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club on the upper elevations of the 
Long/Appalachian Trail from Gov. Clement Shelter in 
Shrewsbury to Sherburne Pass. Bring work gloves and bug 
repellent. Tools provided. 

1 lerb Ogden 
775-1350 

June 13-15 
Friday-Sunday 

Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting, Middleburv 

Keep this w eekend open for the annual meeting of the statew ide 
club. There will be several trips to choose from on Saturday 
afternoon 

See your 
Long Trail Ne\ 
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Killington Section Hikers at Bear Mountain Lookout 

White Rocks Cliffs in the Background 



Don't Forget 

Killington Section Annual Meeting and Potluck Supper 
Program by Susan Morgan, Vermont Institute of Natural Science 

6:00 PM, Saturday, April 12 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Hillside Avenue, Rutland 

Bring a dish to share and a place setting. 

Hot drinks provided. 

Members and nonmembers welcome. 
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Your Invitation to Join 


Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 


The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke A Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual S30 ADDRESS: 

Family S40 

Senior/Student/Volunteer S20 

Individual Lifetime S750 

Family Lifetime S1000 PHONE: 


I also enclose a contribution of S to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work. shelter work. sign making. publications. leading outings. publicity . education. other. 

9 

Make check payable to Killington Section, G.MC and mail with this application to: 


Alfred Pulling. Treasurer 
Killington Section. Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland. VT 05701 
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Andrea McQuade and Roma Pulling elected 
Directors at Killington Section annual meeting 


By Barbara Griffith, 

Acting Secretary 

The annual meeting of the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club was called to order on 12 
April 2003 by President Steve Williams. 
A warm welcome was extended to Dave 
Hardy, the Field Supervisor from GMC 
headquarters in Waterbury and Susan 
Morgan, the speaker from Vermont 
Institute of Natural Science (VINS). 

President’s Report 

Steve summarized the Club's 
involvement with our new shelter, which 
is named for Churchill Scott and 
dedicated to the memory of Alice 
Ferrance. Churchill was President of the 
Killinglon Section from 1950-51. 
Secretary from 1961-82. and Treasurer 
from 1061-85. For many years he ran the 
Club, the outings, the finances, and the 
mail. Churchill was a "heck of a guy" to 
have done all he did for the Club. 

Thanks were given to Erik and 
Laurel Tobiason for the shelter 
construction, to Jeff Bosvwick for the 
construction of the handicapped 
accessible composting privy, and to 
Jerry Parker for the tent platform. A 
thanks also was given to Deb Weggett 
for getting the Killington Section web 
site up and running. 

President Steve reported the 


following outing statistics: 

* Number of outings 39 

* Number of participants 1 76 

* Fewest per outing 5 

* Most per outing 31 


* Average number per outing 13 

* Sue Thomas attended 30 

* Andrea McQuade attended 28 

* Barbara Griffith attended 25 

* No. attending 20-30 outings 6 

* No. attending 10-19 outings 4 

* No. attending 3-9 outings 29 

* No. attending 2 outings 17 

* No. attending only I outing 120 

* % attending I or 2 outings 78 

Report from Waterbury 


Dave Hardy made the following 
points: 


1) Eric and Laurel, who built the 
beautiful Churchill Scott Shelter, will be 
constructing a new shelter at Bromley in 
the fall. In August the materials will be 
flown in and the shelter will be built in 
September. The privy will be a 
handicapped accessible composting 
privy. Anyone wishing to help out can 
contact Marge Fish. 

2) A new bridge over Brewer's 
Brook on the Bucklin Trail is on the 
schedule 


Sec Meeting, page 9 


Killington Section members on six-mile bushwhack 
in Bristol examine remains of World War II plane crash 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2004 * Bob Perkins 

" * Jacob Sherman 

" * Connie Youngstrom 

2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 

2006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

“ Connie Youngstrom 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 


from/ the v Editor 

Does size really matter? 

Half of the population insist that it doesn't; the rest of us worry that 
maybe it does. The Killington Section today has 182 members of whom 
136 live in Vermont. The population of Rutland City is about 17,292. 
Some sixty years ago in 1940 the numbers were 81 and 17.217. So. are 
we and the city stagnant; or are we stable? Should we be doing more to 
increase section membership? If so, what? 

It's understandable that the Burlington Section, with a city 
population of 38,889, has 910 members, but how come the section in 
Montpelier, population 8.035, has 394 members, and the Ottaquechee 
Section, in the Upper Valley with no real hometown, has 255? (Of 
course, on the other hand, the former New York Section, with a base 
population of many million, had only a few hundred members.) 

I'm no believer in the bigger-is-better school. I've often said that if I 
wanted to live in Chittenden County (or New Jersey, for that matter) I 
would have moved there. But 1 think I would feel better about the long- 
term prospects for the Killington Section if we could attract a larger 
number of young, active, local folks who would learn to love the Long 
Trail as we do. 

The statistics on our outing attendance, reported by President Steve 
Williams at the annual meeting and elsewhere in this issue, were an eye- 
opener for me. Should we be concerned that more than two-thirds of the 
folks who come on one of our outings never come again and probably 
never join the club? 

Our average hike attendance of thirteen is probably about as many 
as we would want. Should we schedule more outings? How' about 
different outing types - cycling? kayaking? rock-climbing? bush- 
whacking? nature-studying? overnight camping? How can we encourage 
those who show a spark of interest? 

Let us know what you think. Letters to the editor, on this or any 
subject, are always welcome. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff3VT@aol.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Andrea McQuade, 36 Morse Place, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-6273, andrea6273@aol.com 

Herbert Ogden. 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, (H)775- 1 350, (W)775-3368, hogden@adelphia.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, ral37@juno.com 

William Robichaud. 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PI., Rutland, VT 05701. 775-2784, jakesher@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom. Box 1 160, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3502, marky@vermontel.net 
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Trip Reports 

Merck Forest, Rupert 

1 5 February 2003 
By Steve & Diana Williams 

Having heard from our Rutland 
transportation coordinator. Sue Thomas, 
at eight in the morning, that she feared 
that no-one would turn up as a result of 
the prevailing temperature, it was a 
pleasure to find a total of six willing 
souls to join the leaders. Steve and Diana 
Williams, at Merck Forest shortly after 
10.00 am. (Merck Forest is located 
between Dorset, Vermont and Salem, 
New York). 

Merck Forest has the advantage of 
a welcome, i.e. warm and hospitable. 
Visitor Center, which is valuable for 
orientating participants at the beginning 
and snacking at the end of an outing. The 
warmth is provided by a brick fireplace 
of a special Finnish Design that provides 
impressive heat storage with a high- 
energy efficiency. For those technically 
minded the Visitor Center also contains 
the batteries for storing power from the 
Trust's solar panels and wind turbine, 
plus the inverter to provide the 110 volts 
a.c. used on the Trust property. 

The selected route was a circular 
one of some 3 Vi miles and coming 
within a few hundred feet of the summit 
of Spruce Peak. The intermittent views, 
north, west and south before reaching the 
turn-off to Spruce Peak, provided a good 
overview of the terrain of the 3000 acre 
Merck Forest Trust property, and of the 
southeastern Adirondacks. The route 
was partly on old farm logging trails, 
easy to follow, and partly on hiking 
trails, somewhat less easy to follow in 
view of the recent snow. Snowshoes 
were certainly an advantage, particularly 
on the hiking trail portion. 

The leaders had attempted the side 
trail to Spruce Peak the precious week, 
but in light of its steepness and absence 
of markers beyond the starting point, had 
deferred the ascent for more adventurous 
spirits, who may indeed have been 
included in the party. However, at that 
juncture. Sue gave the party the benefit 
of her experience, namely that there is no 
view from the summit meriting the 


attempt. This having been said, interest 
in the peak diminished, and the party 
continued on Gallup Road, first east, 
with views over towards the Mettawee 
valley, then north and west and back to 
the starting point. The Visitor Center 
was then the venue for lunch, topped off 
by Diana’s hot chocolate and brownies. 

For the record, the temperature on 
arriving at, and finally leaving, the 
Visitor Center was a consistent minus 
nine. 

Brewers Brook 
Bridge Site And Back 

9 March 2003 
By Herb Ogden 

Thirteen people and two dogs 
showed up for this easy Sunday 
afternoon outing. There had been rain 
and snow in Shrewsbury' earlier in the 
day. but nothing had fallen along the 
Wheelerville Road and the driving was 
easy except a bit muddy. From Brewers 
Comers, we headed up the Bucklin Trail, 
following snowmobile tracks to near the 
bridge about 1.000 feet up the trail. 
From there to the next brook crossing, 
the crusty snowshoe and ski tracks were 
hard enough so several folks didn't 
bother to put on their snowshoes. This 
was a far cry from a few weeks ago, 
when the snowshoe tracks ended soon 
after the bridge and all I found was a 
very old single ski track in deep snow 
from there on up. Unfortunately, the 
solid track also caused one of the dogs to 
lose a toenail, so Pat and Omar headed 
home shortly before the rest of us 
climbed the hill above the upper 
crossing. 

The crossing had a solid looking 
snow bridge, but we stayed on the north 
side of the brook and discussed the plan 
for a new bridge. Then we had a 
moment of silence to honor Churchill 
Scott, whose funeral was the day before. 
Churchill had probably passed this place 
over a hundred times in his long life of 
service to the Killington Section. 

We opted for some variety on the 
way back, and crossed Brewers Brook at 
the site of a logging road bridge that 
existed till about ten years ago. 
Scrambling up the south bank, we 
followed the logging road to its junction 


with the old Killington Stage Road, 
making quite a racket crunching along 
the crusty track. The Stage Road was a 
snowmobile superhighway at this point. 

I wished I'd had my Flexible Flyer! 
Very soon, we were back at Brewers 
Comers. 

Few realize it now, but Brewers 
Comers is the site of a manmade stream 
alteration. As the 1892 USGS Rutland 
Quadrangle shows. Brewers Brook used 
to hit the Wheelerville Road near 
Brewers Comers and then flow south 
into Eddy Brook. When the City of 
Rutland developed the watershed, it 
diverted Brewers Brook to flow north, 
where its water w inds up in the reservoir. 

Bald Mountain, Mendon 

1 5 March 2003 
By Dale Christie 

The weather was just what 
everyone had hoped for — just what the 
doctor ordered. . Although my doctor 
probably wouldn't have approved of my 
participation because I had been sick for 
the previous week and had not yet fully 
recovered. But I was not going to miss 
one of my favorite mountains. . Also. I 
was fortunate to have an experienced and 
knowledgeable co-leader in Joanna 
Graves. I knew that if I had a lapse in 
judgment due to my medication. I could 
count on her to keep the group from 
getting lost. 

There was quite a range in the ages 
among the ten hikers. The youngest 
member was about 10 and the eldest — 
we'll be kind with this estimate and say 
at least 60. This age difference led to 
quite the contrast in conversations. 
Some doubt about the success of the hike 
was spreading early. This was because 
of a story about a previous GMC hike at 
Bald Mountain that involved a hiker 
getting lost and separated from the 
group. Thankfully no one got lost this 
time 

Thanks to the good weather, there 
was no rush to finish the hike. There 
was plenty' of sun and snack, and the 
unique mountain offered us many 
beautiful vistas from different locations 
on the trail. With the clear skies, the 
view was endless and even the moon 
paid us a daytime visit. Despite the 
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doubt about a lack of snow as the w inter 
season neared its end, there was plenty 
of snow to walk on. There was even 
enough snow for a nice snowman at the 
Rutland Vista. After that the extra snow 
allowed for a few snowballs to be 
exchanged among the hikers. There was 
plenty of fun as the snowballs flew. Even 
though some of the folks had previously 
visited Bald Mountain, it was enjoyed by 
all. 

Catamount Trail, Mendon 

22 March 2003 
By Andrea McQuade 

Six club members set out on 
snowshoes from the trailhead below 
Pico, headed for Brewers Comers. The 
snow was wet. heavy, and deep in many 
places along the trail, except where the 
brooks and streams were starting to open 
up. The weather was overcast with fog 
and rain, obscuring some nice views. 

Along the way we saw signs of 
woodpeckers, moose, ruffed grouse, and 
a tiny bird's nest balanced in the 
branches of a tree. A roll of film 
dropped on the trail produced only blank 
pictures, rather than an interesting story. 
To avoid more steep climbing, we took a 
side trail, which led us to the middle of 
the Wheeelerville Road. We were 
content, at that point, to remove our 
snowshoes and walk up the road to our 
cars. 

Saltash Mountain (almost) 

30 March 2003 

By Mark & Connie Youngstrom 

Fifty degrees, a heavy gray sky, 
gusting wind and rain in the forecast; it 
was a typical early spring day. Thus 1 1 
adventurers set out to bushwhack up 
Saltash Mountain. Perhaps climbed 
almost 250 years ago by planners of the 
military road from Fort Number 4 to 
Ticonderoga, Saltash’s 3286-foot peak 
sits just over Shrewsbury's east border 
with Plymouth, forming a significant 
landmass between Eastham and the 
Route 100 valley. 

Our group started from Bailey 
Road, snowshoeing along an old road 
that leads to the abandoned site of one of 
largest sugaring operations in the state. 
We then crossed a snowmobile trail. 
Mark took a compass bearing, pointed 


up the hill, and the procession proceeded 
up the flank of Saltash. Connie led the 
way, followed by Jerry Parker. Up 
through the remains of the old 
sugarbush, the leaders, ignoring the 
careful directions offered from the rear, 
continued to list to port, and crossed a 
beautiful stream bridged with snow. The 
woods were beautiful and there was 
significant snow depth. Upward we 
continued, following our leaders. 

A long rock outcropping appeared 
to the north and we shoed along its base. 
Jerry thought he saw a good spot for a 
bear den. Sure enough, 20 feet toward 
the base were fresh bear prints in the 
snow. It must have just emerged from its 
winter’s nap. Our two leaders then 
continued upward, until there was no 
higher to go. A small open area on top 
offered beautiful views, including a nice 
view of Saltash peak just to the south! 
Sure enough, those breakfast doughnuts 
had settled a bit too heavily in their left 
legs, causing our leaders to veer too far 
north, and we were on the summit of 
3060-foot Bear Mountain looking at a 
pretty, gladed saddle between us and 
Saltash. Oh well, it was a first time up 
Bear for everyone, a very nice summit 
with fresh bear tracks along the way, so 
there were no disappointments. Lunch 
was consumed w ith a lot of chuckling. 

With rain threatening, we slid down 
quickly on our snowshoes, stopping for a 
group photo on a large maple branch, 
which dipped to the ground like a giant 
wooden swing. Just as we got to our 
cars, the clouds let loose and it started to 
pour. Good timing. 

A great day. We recommend Bear 
Mountain for a nice day hike (maybe 
you’ll end up on Saltash). 

Bristol Bushwhack 

27 April 2003 
By Barbara Griffith 

Jerry Parker lead our party of 6 out 
to find the crash site of an Army Air 
Force plane that went down during 
World War II. Our weather didn't look 
very promising as it was dark and 
drizzly, but we believed the weather 
report of clearing, which it eventually 
did. 


The story goes that a five-plane 
squadron left Burlington for Plattsburg 
AFB. One plane was delayed to take on 
a passenger that had blood poisoning, 
and left later than the other four. That 
plane ran into inclement weather and 
ended up crashing into the Bristol Cliffs 
Wilderness area. It was two weeks 
before the remains of the men and plane 
were discovered. 

We "bushwhacked" (does that 
mean that the person behind you gets 
whacked by the bush that you release?) 
up to a vernal pool where we found frogs 
eggs and other pool activities. There 
were several streams to cross and most 
made it over them without getting wet. 
Onward - or I should say downward - to 
a spectacular waterfall cascading down 
the cliff. With the water so high it was 
breath taking. 

Then upward to the cliffs for an 
overlook where we decided to have 
lunch. Partway through we observed four 
turkey vultures whipping by seeming to 
pursue a hawk. Suddenly we were 
interrupted by a raptor that didn't like our 
presence. Believing that we had 
unknow ingly come near a nesting site we 
packed up and quickly departed the 
area. Upward some more to another cliff 
area where we once again came near a 
raven’s nest dangling on the cliffs. 
Again these birds made it known we 
were not welcome and we quickly 
departed. 

We bushwhacked some more up 
and across the slope coming out west of 
North Pond. Jerry located the site of the 
plane crash south of North Pond. It was 
scattered over quite a large area. Several 
pictures were taken to capture the 
"moment” and Barry took a GPS reading 
to be able to find the spot easily next 
time. 

Down the slope where Jerry 
retrieved belongings to carry all the way 
back down. We all were glad that we 
had decided to ignore the morning 
weather. It turned into a beautiful day 
and quite an adventure. 

Flowers in bloom: the first- yellow 
and white violets, colts foot. Trilliums. 
Spring Beauties Animal signs: Moose, 
deer and rabbit droppings. Several 
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"Bear" trees with scratch and bite marks. 
Apparently bear prefer red pine trees. 
Also bear hair clinging in the bark and 
sap of the trees. Pileated Woodpecker 
trees, coyote scat. A red eft in the trail, 
wood frog eggs and the first garter snake 
of the year! 

Mount Zion, Hubbardton 

3 May 2003 
By John Hale 

Mount Zion in Hubbardton comes 
in two parts. Major and Minor, but there 
are also the Japanese Garden, the 
Waterfall, and Moot Point. We saw 
them all on Saturday. May 3rd. 

We were only nine, which was a 
little surprising because the weather was 
perfect — in the 50's, windy, with full 
sun: and we had a personal guide in Kit 
Davidson himself, the property's owner. 

We started off going down and then 
up through open meadows just greening 
with the new hay crop. Then into the 
woods following the old stone wall and 
then the creek, which was running high 
because of the recent rains, to the 
Waterfall. There are actually a couple 
of really significant falls of water of 
about 30 feet down into a rock gorge. 

Some of us got wet feet re-crossing 
the creek, it being too early in the season 
for the stepping stones to have been 
replaced following the winter wash out. 
But we were back in the sun and on our 
way up through the meadow to the 
Japanese Garden. 

This is a very peaceful place 
centered on a huge boulder around which 
Kit has created a pool and from the top 
of which water falls down the face into 
the pool. Ladders give access to other 
large boulders and there are Adirondack 
chairs all over the place to facilitate quiet 
meditation. 

We next scrambled up the 
escarpment which on one end is Zion 
Minor and Moot Point and the other is 
Zion Major. Did I mention that at no 
time, except when you are in the woods 
at the Waterfall, is there ever a place 
without a fantastic, long distance view. 
We ate lunch on Z. Minor and got 
drowsy in the sun before continuing on 
to Moot Point. (You just have to climb 


to a place called Moot Point at least once 
in your life.) 

Zion Major is at the north end of 
the escarpment and there is a choice of 
how to get there — the baby trail or the 
really-really-difficult, not-suitable-for- 
some trail. We all agreed to take the 
latter at Sue and Andrea's 
encouragement. Let's just say that it was 
challenging and we all felt a strong sense 
of accomplishment when we emerged at 
the top of Z. Major. Here the view is 
north across the Hubbardton Battlefield 
with the Adirondacks in the distance. 
Whiteface being clearly visible on this 
clear, clear day. 

Down the Mickie Trail back to the 
cars. What a day! 

More Trips 

/Smoke & Blazes would like to 
report interesting activities of 
members in addition to our reports of 
scheduled section outings. The two 
trips reported here by Vice President 
Barb Griffith are good examples We 
hope more members will be inspired 
to submit their stories. Ed ] 

Buck Mt. from the West 

25 April 2003 
By Barbara Griffith 

It was a sunny Friday beaconing to 
us to "get out and enjoy a fine Spring 
Day”. After a winter of hiking in 
inclement weather, we decided to take 
advantage of the situation. We were a 
party of three, leaving obligations and 
work behind. The "Green Trails" still 
had snow cover; however the close 
Adirondacks appeared to be clear and 
dry. 

The trailhead for Buck Mt. was 
easy to find, well marked, and had a 
good-sized parking lot. The trail up 
begins along an abandoned carriage 
roadway with a rock base built into the 
hillside. At 1.5 miles of easy climb we 
crossed a brook with a small waterfall on 
the left. We saw remnants of stonewalls 
and were delighted to find small yellow 
violets in bloom. 

At this point the climbing began 
with switchbacks. Only once did we 
need to take time to "find the trail". At 

- 5 - 


about three miles we reached an outcrop 
with a view of Crossett Pond to the 
southeast, and Lake George to the West. 
We decided to make this our goal and 
dug in for lunch and full sun. The views 
were spectacular of the Greens. Taconics 
and Adirondacks. 

Buck Mt is a 2334-foot summit. 
Our climb was probably closer to 2000 
feet. The trip up took about two hours; 
the trip down, a little over an hour. 
Overall we hiked approximately six 
miles. The trail was in good condition. 
We would rate this a moderate hike and 
recommend it to all. 

Lowe's Bald Spot, NH 

3 May 2003 

By Barbara Griffith 

We were in North Conway. NII for 
a weekend Conference and of course had 
to get a hike in during our "free time". 
We arrived at the Appalachian Mountain 
Club's Pinkham Notch parking lot at 2 
PM to find it full, but managed to eek 
out a spot in the overflow lot. The line 
of snow boarders and skiers up the 
Tuckerman Ravine trail was long and 
that trail well traveled. We chose an 
alternate route encountering only five or 
six people in the next three hours. 

The trail followed the "Old Jackson 
Road” rising steeply only at two 
inclines. Otherwise the ascent was 
gradual. We crossed several streams, 
climbed steadily up rock steps, leveled 
off and heard traffic on the Mt. 
Washington auto road (not opened to the 
top yet due to snow.) After crossing the 
auto road we followed the Madison Gulf 
Trail to a short climb to Lowe's Bald 
Spot, about two miles from, and 1000 
feet above our starting point. 

The views were stupendous. 
Looking north we would see Mount 
Adams and Mount Madison. To the west 
is the headwall of Huntington Ravine 
topped by Nelson Crag and the cone of 
Mount Washington. The weather was 
perfect; the mountains breathe taking. 
The "Whites" are so different than the 
"Greens” that we are accustomed to. 
(Sigh — that Saturday morn a few 
exchange students were taken to see the 
"Old Man in the Mountain” only to find 
it gone — how sad.) 
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Senior Turtle Hikes June - October 2003 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle’' hikes for seniors and others who 
wish to enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, 
involve limited elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy 


footwear, and be prepared for Vermont weather. All trips leave from the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street 
off Woodstock Avenue on Fridays at 9 AM and return in early afternoon. 

May 30 

Flat Rock: Check out this feature that’s noted on the maps. One of the rocks 
bears some mysterious inscriptions. 

Al & Roma 
Pulling 
773-6997 

June 13 

Lcffcrts Pond: A nice, easy loop hike around the pond near Chittenden 
Reservoir. Mostly level. 

Bob & Thelma 
Perkins 
773-0184 

June 27 

Notch Road Extension: A loop hike from the north branch of Cold River 
and along Mendon Brook. 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 

July 1 1 

Gifford Woods: Experience a short portion of the Appalachian Trail from 
Sherburne Pass down to Gifford Woods. 

Al & Hilldie 
Cemey 
773-4147 

July 25 

Trail Around Middlebury: Not all the way around the town but we'll 
explore another section of the twenty-or-so miles of the TAM. 

Charlie & Jean 
Davies 
483-6623 

Aug. 8 

Mount Antone: A new destination for us and the high point of the unique 
Merck Forest and Farmland Center in Rupert. 

Al & Roma 
Pulling 
773-6997 

Aug. 22 

Ice Beds - Cookout: Enjoy views of the White Rocks Cliffs and visit the Ice 
Beds on this hot August day. Then return to the picnic area for a cookout. 
For this trip only - bring hot-dogs or something else to cook over the fire. 

Bob & Thelma 
Perkins 
773-0184 

Sept. 5 

Texas Falls: Hike by a scenic stretch of waterfalls, flumes, and potholes on 
Texas Brook, an upper branch of the White River in the tow n of Hancock. 

Charlie & Jean 
Davies 
483-6623 

Sept. 19 

Mount Tom: Climb Mount Tom in Marsh Billings, Vermont's only National 
Park. Great views of Woodstock village. 

Al & Hilldie 
Cemey 
773-4147 

Oct. 3 

Leicester Hollow: One of several trails in the Green Mountain National 
Forest east of Brandon. 

Al & Roma 
Pulling 
773-6997 

Oct. 17 

Rocky Pond: A loop hike, mostly within the city limits, passing Rocky and 
Muddy Ponds, the golf course, and East Creek. 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 

Oct. 31 

Around back of Blue Ridge: Celebrate Halloween with a hike from Mendon 
to Chittenden via abandoned portions of Old Turnpike and Wildcat Roads. 

Bob & Thelma 
Perkins 
773-0184 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - Aug. 2003 


Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless 
otherwise stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a lunch. 
Wear sturdy footgear and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip; difficulty indicates 
steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right. 


June 7 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


June 13-15 
Friday-Sunday 


June 21 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
Rain date 6/22 


National Trails Day - Highland Walk-Through 

Folks will be out today all across the country doing trail 
maintenance projects. Come join the Killington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club on the upper elevations of the 
Long/Appalachian Trail from Gov. Clement Shelter in 
Shrewsbury to Sherburne Pass. Bring work gloves and bug 
repellent. Tools provided. 


Herb Ogden 
775-1350 


Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting, Middlcbury 

The Green Mountain Club will hold its statewide annual meeting 
at the Middlebury College Snow Bowl. Club business, food, 
entertainment, and a selection of hikes to choose from on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Bird Mountain, Castleton 

Hike south on Bird Mountain to its highest point, called Castle Ray Catozzi 

Peak, and leam the history of what happened there over 100 773-3006 

years ago. 


See your 
Long Trail News 


June 22 
Sunday 
1 :00 PM 


June 28 
Saturday 
1 :00 PM 


June 29 
Sunday 
9:00 AM 


July 5 
Saturday 


Children's Adventure Series 

A fun outing for the whole family. A great chance to introduce 
the kids to the outdoors. All ages welcome. 

13 ,h Annual Taconic Mountain Ramble, Hubbardton 

W aterfalls, rock ledges, rolling meadows, mountain peaks with 
views north, south, east, and west, a Japanese garden, and other 
goodies. Wine and cheese on the lawn afterward. Walkers can 
leave the group at several different points and wait on the lawn 
for the rest. Bring no lunch. 


Jerry Parker 
747I4439 


Kit Davidson 
273-2982 


Otter Creek Canoe/Kayak 

Paddle from Proctor to Florence on the Otter Creek, starting at 
the falls and ending at a historic covered bridge. Bring your 
own canoe or kayak, lifejacket, lunch, and bug spray. 
Approximately six miles. 


Lynda Hutchins 
948-2770 


Mount Moosalamoo, Salisbury 

A joint hike with the Breadloaf Section, up the Oak Ridge and Gordon & Helen 
Moosalamoo Trails, returning via the Keewaydin Trail. Five Cawood 
miles, moderate; 1,200-feet elevation gain. Call leaders for 352-4310 

meeting time and place. 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June 

Schedule continued from previous page. 


July 12 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 
Rain date 7/13 


July 19 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
Rain date 7/20 

July 20 
Sunday 
1 :00 PM 


July 26 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


August 2 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

August 9 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

August 16 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
Rain date 8/17 


August 23 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


Bridgewater Gold Mines & More. 

Visit a horizontal shaft mine from before 1869 (bring a 
flashlight to explore), and, if feeling adventuresome, peer down 
a vertical shaft mine from the same era. Then follow a pleasant 
old road past remains of farms that have been gone over a 
century, all between Dailey Hollow and Dana Hill. Five miles; 
moderate. 600 feet total climb. 

Mount Abraham, Lincoln 

Climb to the 4.006-foot summit via the Long Trail for 
spectacular view s and one of only three alpine tundra 
environments in Vermont. Descend via the Battell Trail. Five 
and one-half miles; difficult. 

Children's Adventure Series 

A fun outing for the whole family. A great chance to introduce 
the kids to the outdoors. All ages welcome. 

Catamount Trail, Mendon-Shrcwsbury 

We'll set out along the Trail southerly from Brewers Comer, 
making a steady climb of 800 feet to the notch between Mendon 
Peak and Robinson Hill. Our reward will be a steady descent to 
Gov. Clement Shelter on the Long Trail. Five miles, moderate 
but with steep stretches. 

Lost Pond Shelter, Mount Tabor 

Visit the site of the newly rebuilt shelter on the 
Appalachian/Long Trail. Five to six miles; moderate. 

Spruce Peak, Manchester 

Hike in via Prospect Rock and the Appalachian/Long Trail. 
Seven miles; moderate with 1,200-feet elevation gain. 

Mount Hanley, West Rutland 

We'll hike up the trail that the leader couldn't find to hike down 
last year. He knows where it is now' and he'll talk about an 
alternate trip dow n the upper half of the mountain. 

Shrewsbury Loop 

We’ll explore the Long Trail, the historic Crown Point Road, 
abandoned town highways and more between Route 1 03 and 
Shrewsbury's Lottery Road. We'll visit Clarendon Shelter, the 
Bullard cemetery, old cellar holes and (of course) a scenic vista. 
Five miles, 800-foot ascent, mostly moderate but with some 
steep climbing over rocks early on. 


'Lot 3 

- Aug. 2002 


Herb Ogden 
775-1350 

hogden@adelphia.net 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Jerry Parker 
747-4439 


Barb & Barry 

Griffith 

492-3573 


Roma & AL Pulling 
773-6997 

Steve & Diana 

Williams 

645-9529 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 


Barb & Barry 

Griffith 

492-3573 
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3) We need to select a site for a 
new shelter between Cooper Lodge and 
Governor Clement Shelter. 

4) The club has a project to repair 
the old log Douglas Shelter, which is in 
the federal Lye Brook Wilderness Area. 
Logs will be cut and peeled on site. 

5) In 53 days help will be needed 
setting up the caretakers' tents. Dates 
are: May 23, June 4, and June 27 

6) There is a project to restore the 
Glastonbury Fire Tower. 

7) A new printing of the Long Trail 
Guide is available. 

8) The fire that ravaged the South 
Bam at headquarters destroyed the 
historical items that were hanging on the 
walls. The old shelter logs were smoke- 
damaged. Someone will have to decide 
which ones are worth trying to restore. 
A lot had been moved out of the bam. 
The GMC was underinsured by 2/3. 
There is, or will be, a Building 
Committee to update the headquarters 
plan. This w ill be a yearlong process. 

Secretary's Minutes 

The minutes of the 2002 Annual 
Meeting, which were printed in the May 
2002 Smoke & Blazes, were approved. 

Treasurer's Report 

Treasurer Al Pulling’s report of the 
General Fund and the Kirk Trail 
Maintenance Fund were passed out to 
members and approved (see attached 
report). 

Trails & Shelters Report 

Herb Ogden reported the 
following: 

I ) Governor Clement Shelter: We 
are still working with the Shrewsbury 


Selectboard to try to come up with a 
solution to the vandalism and partying. 
A thanks was given to Barry Griffith for 
his work on this situation. Suggestions 
have been to post "No Parking" signs, 
and to put boulders along the road. 

2) Bucklin Trail Bridge: Bridge 
design is underway. Jerry Parker and 
Mark Youngstrom have advised using 
aluminum girders at this site. 

3) Sector Checker Program. A 
Sector Checker's obligation is to check 
the trail and report back to Herb. We still 
need checkers for the Long Trail from 
Gov. Clement to Cooper, and for the 
Killington Spur Trail 

4) Tools: We now have a new 
crosscut saw thanks to Waterbury . 

5) Blazing and Signage: We need 
to reblaze the trail from Lower Cold 
River Road to Gov. Clement, and supply 
better signs at Brewers Comer and 
Clarendon Shelter 

Editor's Report 

Bob Perkins extended a Thank You 
for all the hike reports submitted for 
Smoke <& Blazes. He suggested that if 
hike leaders don't want to write a report 
they might find someone else on that 
hike who would do it. If there are any 
other interests that members have that 
they wish to see in the paper let him 
know. We need to get the hike schedule 
in May for the June-August season. 
Leaders: PLEASE let Sue Thomas know 
of your plans. 

Historian's Report 

Bob Perkins asked folks to submit 
photos: the more the better. He would 
also like any other memorabilia that 
people have. We have an agreement 
with the Rutland Historical Society. 
They are archiving the Killington 
Section data and materials. 


Outings Committee Report 

Sue Thomas asked hike leaders to 
get their hikes in to her as soon as 
possible 

Sue is compiling a memorial book 
to give to Churchill Scott's wife. 
Virginia. A request went out to members 
to write about their experiences with 
Churchill. Letters are still coming in. 
The book is here for this meeting. 

GMC Director's Report 

Lynda Hutchins, who is our 
representative on the statewide GMC 
Board of Directors, presented an 
extensive report on its recent meeting. 
Most of the items covered were of 
statewide interest and not of special 
import to our section. 

The annual meeting of the 
statewide club will be at the Middlebury 
Snow Bowl on J une 13-15 

Elections 

Steve W'illiams offered a slate of 
three for election to three-year terms as 
Killington Section Directors. The 
nominees were Andrea McQuade. Roma 
Pulling, and Sue Thomas. There being 
no nominations from the floor, these 
three were declared elected. 

The Director’s then met and elected 
the following officers for the coming 
year: 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jake Sherman 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

GMC Director Lynda Hutchins 

Program 

Following the meeting there was a 
program presented by geology major 
Susan Morgan from VINS. The topic of 
the evening was A Long View of the 
Long Trail: Vermont's Natural History 
in a Nutshell. Susan told us how 
Vermont's geologic history has shaped 
the natural and human history of the 
state. 


Check out our new Killington Section web site: 
http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Thanks Deb Weggett! 
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Your Invitation to Join 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 


The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $30 ADDRESS: 

Family $40 

Senior/Student/Volunteer $20 

Individual Lifetime $750 

Family Lifetime $1000 PHONE: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preserv ation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work. sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, 

other. 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling. Treasurer 

Killington Section. Green Mountain Club 


883 US 4 East 
Rutland. VT 05701 




Killington Section directors hold routine meeting 


By Jake Sherman. Secretary 

A meeting of Killington Section 
directors was held on Thursday, 10 
July 2003, at 7:00 P.M. at the offices 
of Herb Ogden in Rutland. Present 
were Directors Steve Williams. Barb 
Griffith. Sue Thomas, Bob Perkins, 
Roma Pulling, Andrea McQuade, 
Connie Youngstrom. Bill Robichaud, 
and Jake Sherman; Trails and 
Shelters Chair Herb Ogden; and 
guests Mark Youngstrom and Alfred 
Pulling. 

SECRETARY'S MINUTES - The 
minutes of the Feb. 6. 2003, board 
meeting, which have already been 
printed in Smoke & Blazes, were 
approved as submitted. 

TREASURER’S REPORT - The 
treasurer's report was submitted by 
new treasurer Roma Pulling. There 
is at present $1,418.34 in the savings 
account. $1,651.60 in the checking 
account and $1,051.73 in the Kirk 
Savings Fund. Kirk funds also 
include three certificates of deposit 
totaling about $15,700. 

TRAILS & SHELTERS 
REPORT — The main item in 
Herb's report was the new bridge to 
be erected over Brewer's Brook on 
the Bucklin Trail. Construction of 
the bridge abutments is being done 
between July 14 and July 25 by the 
Green Mountain Volunteer Group 
under the auspices of the state forest 
service. We hope to complete the 
bridge this fall. The new- span will 


be paid for by our section. A 
motion was unanimously approved 
to authorize the Trails & Shelters 
Committee to expend up to $4,000 
from the Kirk Fund to build the 
bridge. Prior to the motion there 
was much discussion of the nature of 
the abutments on each bank, the 
nature of materials to be used in the 
construction process, and how they 
might be transported to the site. It is 
anticipated that a 25-foot span will 
need to be crossed once the 
abutments are in place. Every 
attempt will be made to minimize 
damage to greenery. 

Youth Conservation Corps - Two 

groups of the Youth Conservation 
Corps have been working in our 
section. The first is on the LT in the 
area of Snow den Peak working south 
from where they left off last year. 
The second is working on the Canty 
Trail, which ascends Blue Ridge 
Mountain from the Old Turnpike 
Road in Mendon. This group was 
encountered by Sue Thomas several 
weeks ago and told her they 
expected to be there for a month so 
they should be almost finished at this 
point. They had flagged numerous 
waterbars. Some of their work may 
end up being by passed if the trail is 
rerouted but they understand this. 

Cooper Lodge - Herb has talked to 
the new adopter of Cooper Lodge 
who is Peter Dekker of Greenfield, 
NH. Peter has been hiking in our 
section for over 30 years. He 


thought putting up shutters at Cooper 
would be futile, as they would just 
be torn down again. He felt the 
spring was running just about normal 
and also felt better signage going 
north was needed to point out the 
LT. It was also noted that a sign for 
Cooper that used to exist lower down 
on the Bucklin is no longer there. 

Tucker-Johnson Shelter - The 

shelter was checked recently by Herb 
and Andrea. The entire shelter is 
leaning backward. Herb felt the 
problem could be dealt with by 
jacking up the structure and repairing 
the back sill. 

Gov. Clement Shelter -- The door 
to the privy was found in the woods 
and reinstalled by Jerry Parker. It 
was not burned as had been thought. 

Miscellaneous - The Trail Checker 
program is going well. livery part 
of our section is covered. Jerry 
Parker is going to build a new privy 
for Pico Shelter. The walk-throughs 
went well though attendance on the 
second one was a little thin. 
Everything that was needed got 
done. A wooden sign near the 
Churchill Scott Shelter notifying that 
it is located on Rutland city 
watershed is being gnawed, chewed 
and literally eaten. Perhaps it is 
because the varnish used had tea in 
it. This will need to be repaired, as 
Herb is due to organize a site visit to 


See Directors, page 7 
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Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2004 * Bob Perkins 

" * Jacob Sherman 

" * Connie Youngstrom 

2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 

7006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 


^Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs/Co-chairs 

1 listory Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

* Connie Youngstrom 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 


The current campaign to recall California Governor Gray Davis 
is evocative of a situation right here in Vermont. No: as far as I know. 
Governor Jim Douglas is secure in his position. But our Governor 
Clement Shelter on the Long Trail in Shrewsbury is not. 

The shelter, built in 1929 and named for Rutlandcr Percival W. 
Clement. Vermont governor 1919-1921, is, I believe, the oldest Long 
Trail shelter still in use. The unique stone structure was designed by 
Wallingford architect Paul W. Thayer who later also designed the former 
Long Trail Lodge at Sherburne Pass. 

Unfortunately, in recent years Gov. Clement Shelter has come 
under attack by a small number of selfish, thoughtless, and sometimes- 
malicious people who choose to party there, usually with alcohol and 
occasionally with firearms. Several through-hikers have been so 
intimidated that they felt it necessary, even in the middle of the night, to 
hike on to the next shelter. The situation has become so serious that Gov. 
Clement is the only Long Trail shelter, and perhaps the only shelter on 
the entire Appalachian Trail that hikers are advised to avoid. 

The Green Mountain Club has tried, and continues to try . to find 
a solution to this complicated situation. The shelter is on public land and 
the road that leads to it is a public town road. The location is not on any 
frequent law enforcement beat. In fact, some of the rowdy behavior may 
not be illegal. Posting of signs, and requesting additional attention from 
the sheriff have been tried. Gating the access road has been considered. 
Current plans call for placing boulders to discourage vehicles from 
leaving the road, and possibly, with the cooperation of the Shrewsbury 
selectboard. a new no-parking ordinance. 

If all of these measures fail to solve the problem the Club will 
have to seriously consider destroying the historic building and erecting a 
new shelter a couple of miles to the north away from the road. 

What a shame that would be. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 


Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury', VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff3VT@aol.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd„ Orwell. VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Andrea McQuade. 36 Morse Place, Rutland. VT 05701, 775-6273, andrea6273@aol.com 

Herbert Ogden. 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland. VT 05701. (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368. hogden@adelphia.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184. rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, ral37@juno.com 

William Robichaud. 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PI., Rutland. VT 05701, 775-2784. jakesher@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Paw let, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom. Box 1 160, Shrewsbury'. VT 05738, 492-3502, marky@vermontel.net 
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Trip Reports 

Shaw Mountain Wildflowers 

10 May 2003 
By Barbara C> r ffith 
Co-leader: Sue Thomas 

The Nature Conservancy 
maintains the trails at Shaw 
Mountain in Benson. The early 
(lowers vere in bloom. Spectacularly 
on display were the White Trilliums 
on the hill across the road. Their 
blossoms, creating such a thick 
blanket of white _ind cover, made 
it appear that it had snowed the night 
before. 

In Moom were wild ginger, 
bellwort. wild oats, trout lily, yellow 
violets, purple violets, purple spur 
violets, white violets, white trillium. 
Dutchman's breeches, miterwort- 
( Bishop's cap), wild columbine, 
Canada may flower, w ild sarsaparilla. 
Solomon's seal, burdock, bloodroot. 
meadow rue. and sedge. There were 
probably more, but that was what we 
identified. Not to mention the garter 
snake basking on a sunny rock that 
Barbara pointed out to every one. 

Keep this hike in mind for early 
next spring if you missed this year's 
event 

Beulah Hill, Bridgewater 

18 May 2003 
By Roma Pulling 

In 1853 Daniel Robinson 
purchased 142 acres of farmland in 
Bridgewater Chateauguav on what 
later became known to his 
descendants as Beulah Hill. His 
family consisted of his second wife, 
Beulah Dimick. and three children. 
Daniel and Beulah were my great 
grandparents. 

On hike day we met five people 
at the park and drove w ith three cars 
to West Bridgewater, where we 
picked up another hiker. We took 


two cars to Chateauguay and left 
one. The remaining two cars 
proceeded up the Gold Coast Road as 
far as possible, where we met my 
cousin Otis Robinson, another Daniel 
descendant, and the current owner of 
Beulah Hill. The hike north to the 
farm was easy with very little uphill 
but many muddy spots. Otis was able 
to point out several cellar holes, and 
we explored the Kellogg- Bassett 
Cemetery, with gravestones dated 
from 1813 to 1865 but with many 
fieldstone markers. 

We stopped to admire 
wildflowers along the way, including 
dogtooth violets, blue violets, red 
trilliums, and a few yellow violets. 
We were passed on the way by two 
4-vv heel-drive vehicles, with Otis' 
daughter and family and some 
friends on their way to the farm to 
enjoy a hot dog roast. At the farm we 
were impressed with the way Otis 
has kept the fields mowed in order to 
keep them from growing up to brush. 
He pointed out the original location 
of the farmhouse, and we explored 
the foundations of the house and 
bams. 

Our return to the spotted car 
was by a short but very steep section 
of road built by Daniel to give him 
easier access to Bridgewater Center, 
where he had business interests. This 
was a great way for me to connect to 
my roots, and I hope it was enjoy able 
to others. 

Equinox Mists and Morels 

24 May 2003 

By Steve and Diana Williams 

The Equinox Preservation Trust 
(EPT) is an approximately one 
thousand-acre parcel of land on the 
slopes of Mount Equinox in 
Manchester Village. It is managed on 
behalf of the owners of the Equinox 
Hotel by The Vermont Institute of 
Natural Sciences (VINS). The route 
followed was suggested by Susan 


Morgan, the director of the VINS 
Manchester office, who was the 
guest speaker at the club's recent 
annual meeting. 

After a number of phone calls 
along the lines of "Are you really 
proposing to go with the rain 
predicted?" and the response "Yes. if 
it is anything less than a major 
downpour", it was gratifying to find 
ten others arrive to join the leaders. 
As it happened, rain was not 
continuous, and was never heavy, but 
did give the woods an invigorating 
freshness. Thanks are given to Ray 
Catozzi for leading the Rutland 
participants to the trailhcad. 

The route chosen was a circular 
one of some three and a half miles, 
with stops at two overlooks over the 
Battenkill valley: Robin's Lookout 
and Deer Knoll. During the course 
of lunch in a moderate drizzle at (lie 
latter, the leaders were challenged to 
produce a ghost or historical story to 
match those produced at other recent 
outings. At that time a twisting 
vertical mist was seen to be rising 
from an elevation beneath the knoll: 
some speculated that it was the spirit 
of Robert Todd Lincoln keeping an 
eye on Hildene. Besides this "mini" 
mist, there was significant cloud 
cover on the ridges on both sides of 
the valley. Though frequent brighter 
spots suggested the imminent 
appearance of the sun. this remained 
illusion rather than reality. As a 
small piece if history. "Mount 
Equinox" was so named because the 
first recorded ascent was made on the 
vernal equinox. 

The route descended a steep 
pitch with some well-constructed 
steps and then took the party round 
the Equinox Pond. What appeared to 
be a fisherman's meeting was being 
held in the hotel's building at the 
pond. Outside, an instructor, whose 
attire suggested a female Indiana 
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Jones. was giving practical 
instruction. 

The relatively flat trail back to 
the hotel was marked by the finding 
of morels, a cylindrical mushroom, 
by Jerry Parker who pointed them 
out to Dale Cobb, a visitor for the 
hike from Bennington. Dale 
explained how to distinguish an 
edible morel from its poisonous 
cousin, the false morel. Jerry had 
previously been concerned about this 
very point and. after receiving Dale's 
explanation, took one home for 
experimental purposes. A» long as 
we see Jerry again we will know that 
we have at least one part of tlie morel 
story straight. 

Cardigan Mountain, NH 

3 1 May 2003 
By Sue Thomas 

I remember writing a hike report 
back in the mid-eighties about a 
particularly black-fly-infested outing 
entitled "They Were the Size of 
Crows!” Well, here comes the 
sequel! Even the usually windy 
summit provided little relief from the 
onslaught, though if you're going to 
be devoured by insects, I suppose 
you might as well have a nice view 
to enjoy as well. 

Cardigan has one of the few 
remaining manned fire towers and 
unobstructed views of the Green 
Mountains and the Presidential 
Range. We eat lunch (and were 
lunch) beside an interesting 
collection of historical graffiti carved 
into the rock and dating back to the 
mid- 1800s. As we descended no one 
dared lag behind or stop to rest for 
fear of being carried off - after all. 
they were the size of crow s! 

P.S. On the way home we 
stopped at Gillingham's store in 
Woodstock and stocked up on bug 
spray - too little, too late. 


Churchill Scott Shelter 

21 June 2003 
By Ray Catozzi 

Why was the Bird Mountain 
hike cancelled? A week before the 
scheduled hike I went up to the north 
peak looking for the trail that heads 
south up the ridge to the south peak, 
known as Castle Peak. I looked for it 
a year ago and couldn't find it. This 
time all I could find was a mess of 
treetops dumped all over the 
ridgeline - not even a glimpse of the 
trail. A logging operation! They 
couldn't care less about hiking trails 
that they cover up. 

So I announced at our Main 
Street meeting place that Bald 
Mountain was cancelled but I told 
our small group about the history of 
the ten-foot tall Masonic monument 
that used to be there. Instead, we 
were going to hike up the new Long 
Trail south of Route 4 and visit the 
new Churchill Scott Shelter that was 
erected just last summer. A nice 2.5- 
mile hike up to the shelter, a nice 
lunch break, and a 2.5-mile walk 
back down to our cars. A very 
enjoyable hike. 

I don't know if we will ever get 
back up to Castle Peak 

Otter Creek Canoe/Kayak 

29 June 2003 
By Linda Hutchins 

It was a fine, albeit hot and 
humid, summer day in June when the 
group of 1 1 enthusiastic seafarers 
sallied forth from the park meeting 
place to explore the mighty Otter 
Creek. Quickly it became apparent 
this was no ordinary GMC 
adventure. 

After hasty communication and 
a few creative turns en route 
(prompted by an unseemly red light 
in downtown Rutland), the leader 
soon became estranged from the 


group of "followers". She made the 
reasonable (and brilliant, she asserts) 
decision to meet up with the rest of 
her party at the final destination, the 
historic covered bridge of Florence. 
Unfortunately, the rest of the group 
underestimated her ingenious 
foresight, and after a few 
unsuccessful and disheartening 
attempts at area search parties, made 
their way to the drop-off point (alas, 
the very same covered bridge of 
Florence). The party was thus 
happily reunited, and undaunted, 
traveled to the falls of Proctor and 
made ready to set sail. 

Many obstacles awaited the 
group in their pursuit of adventure 
over the six-mile stretch of coursing 
waterway. Several unanticipated 
blowdowns and a half dozen 
unfortunate log jams prompted 
creative bank scaling, mud wrestling 
with the valiant vessels over 
vigorous terrain, untangling snags in 
branches swept up in the vicious 
current, and an encounter with a 
dismembered fawn who had lost out 
in a snafu with a mowing machine. 
But these minor impediments were 
not enough to discourage this group 
of seasoned adventurers, and only 
solidified their resolve to nav igate to 
the famed Florence bridge. 

A few hours later, the group, a 
tad harried but all physically intact 
(no mental anguish has been reported 
to date), arrived safely at the fabled 
covered bridge. It was widely agreed 
that the ducklings, hawk, turkey 
vultures, and good company were 
just compensation for what some 
considered a harrow ing experience. 

With promises of new members 
to rejoin the group on its next water 
excursion, the daring crowd 
disbanded and traipsed home (though 
rumor has it that some rehabilitated 
in the local pub). 
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Mt. Moosaiamoo, Salisbury 

5 July 2003 

Joint hike with Breadloaf Section 
B\ Gordon & Helen Cawood 

Eleven of us took the 
Keewaydin Trail from the 
Campground up to the Oak Ridge 
Trail. The Keewaydin Trail on the 
east side of the mountain is seldom 
used and poorly maintained. The 
footpath was overgrown and barely 
visible in places. Fortunately, others 
in the party were astute in finding 
blue blazes and kept the leader on the 
straight and narrow After the 
junction, we continued on the Oak 
Ridge trail to the north to the rock 
ledge viewpoint eastward where we 
enjoyed lunch and the company of 
some flying insects. Further north on 
the Oak Ridge Trail we came to 
the Moosaiamoo Trail, providing an 
easy descent to the campground 
parking area. 

After the hike, some of us 
motored to Voter Brook overlook 
and found that there really are views 
to behold. 

Bridgewater Gold Mines 

12 July 2003 
By Herb Ogden 

Because the Rutland Herald ran 
a big article on the Plymouth and 
Bridgewater gold mines the week 
before this outing, I was afraid we*d 
have too many people. Luckily, 
however, the group topped out at 19, 
a manageable number in the fairly 
easy terrain north of the Dailey 
Hollow Road. We did consolidate 
passengers into just four cars in 
Bridgewater Comers. though, 
because there is no parking area at 
the trailhead, just a wide shoulder 
that is not all that long. 

From the Dailey Hollow Road, 
we followed an old road north along 
the east side of a pretty little brook, 
till we reached a four corners. The 
road west leads across the brook to a 


formerly farmed area. We took the 
road east, immediately passing an old 
house foundation. This appears to 
have been the W. Baker place on the 

1868 map of Bridgewater and the 

1 869 Beers Atlas of Windsor 
County. Going straight ahead, we 
soon passed the foundation of the 
Baker barn and then followed a lane 
several hundred feet, passed an old 
well, then left the lane to go downhill 
to the entrance of the mine. The 
place where one leaves the lane is far 
from obvious. The lane eventually 
lead*- • the next road east on the 

1868 map. which the 1869 atlas no 
lorg .t shows. 

Most everyone had brought 
flashlights and explored the several 
hundred foot horizontal bore. It was 
damp and cool, and its winter 
denizens, the bats, were gone. If 
anyone found any gold, they didn't 
tell me. 

We took a group photo on the 
tailings pile at the shaft entrance and 
retraced our steps till we came to a 
fork. The right turn leads to a huge 
old three-sided foundation. I think 
the late W. Churchill Scott told me 
he'd heard it was a boardinghouse 
for the mineworkers. During the 
lunch break, some folks found 
interesting scraps of metal. 

Heading downhill from the 
supposed boardinghouse, we soon 
passed a decaying little shed, the last 
standing remnant of the Baker place. 

I suppose the house was still standing 
in 1911, because the 1911 U.S. 
Geological Survey Woodstock 
quadrangle shows it at the end of a 
primitive road. It shows neither the 
boardinghouse nor the mine, 
however. In fact, no map I've found 
clearly shows the mine, though the 

1869 atlas does show an unlocated 
“Hunt & Washburn” item in the 
general area. 

From here almost to the next 
mine, the old road up the brook was 
-5- 


pretty overgrown, though someone 
did clear it after the ice storm of the 
late 1990s. When a road that comes 
up from the boardinghouse joined it. 
the walking was much easier. Soon 
we were at the height of land and 
ready to look for the Mt. Hope Gold 
Mines, which show on the 1868 map 
and the 1869 atlas. A bushwhack of 
maybe 150 feet west took us to a 
gaping water-filled pit of 
considerable circumference and 
unknown depth. Nearbv were other 
signs of digging. Backtracking to the 
old road, we soon came to the 
Pioneer Mine, also shown on both of 
the old maps. It is a big open pit 
mine with no obvious shaft, hidden 
from the road by a tall pile of 
tailings. 

After leaving our last mine, we 
passed a little cellar hole just cast of 
the road, and then descended 
gradually past the remains of a farm 
that shows on none of the maps. 
Presumably it had fallen down by 
1868. It was starting to sprinkle 
when we crossed the next brook, so 
we forwent a visit to the J. Bugbee 
( 1 868 & 1 869) cellar hole at the end 
of the road and passed up the short 
horizontal shaft mine that lies 
southeast of it and east of the brook. 
The next old farm was the E. P. 
Perkins place on the 1 868 map. The 
1911 map still shows it and the 
Bugbee place. Unfortunately, 
logging in the last year has filled up 
some of the foundation with slash. 
We took a photo of Bob Perkins w ith 
the “Perkins Place" road sign that 
someone had brought up there, then 
descended past one more cellar hole 
not clearly shown on any map. came 
out on the Dailey Hollow Road, and 
followed it back to the cars, passing a 
strange semicircular stone wall or 
foundation along the way. 

Some of us took the scenic way 
home, past the old schoolhouse at the 
end of the Dailey Hollow Road. 
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south to the Bridgewater Hill 
cemetery, and then steeply down to 
Route 4. 

Anyone who is interested in the 
Bridgewater mines might want to 
read Vermont Mines and Mineral 
Localities, by Philip Morrill and 
Robert C. Chaffee, published by the 
Dartmouth College Museum in 
1964. It mentions a “Carbeneau” 
mine near the Pioneer Mine. Perhaps 
that was the horizontal shaft we 
explored. 

Mount Abraham 

19 July 2003 
By Sue Thomas 

Our Mount Abraham trek got 
otT to an uncertain start when we 
discovered bridge construction in 
Lincoln, which detoured us hither 
and yon. The detour route did 
provide us with a beautiful view of 
our target though it was viewed w ith 
trepidation by some who thought it 
looked awfully big from that angle. 
One of the cars thought so too. and 
began to smoke alarmingly on the 
way up to Lincoln Gap. But all the 
hikers made the climb to the summit 
in much better shape - if not easily, 
at least cheerfully 

. The summit affords a good 
view of Lake Champlain and the 
Adirondacks and. at 4,006 feet, is 
one of only three alpine tundra 
environments in the state. Our CMC 
caretaker answers questions and 
keeps watch to be sure no one treads 
on the fragile tundra plants. All 12 
hikers and Shannon the dog managed 
to get back down the rocks in one 
piece, and luckily the car was feeling 
much better after its rest. Ever the 
detour seemed shorter on the way 
home, and we enjoyed the signs that 
reassuringly pointed the way to 
"Lincoln Center" along the dirt roads 
- too bad we had binoculars instead 
of opera glasses! 


Catamount Trail, 

Shrewsbury to Mendon 

26 July 2003 
By Barry Griffith 

The venerable Long Trail, a 
footpath in the wilderness from the 
Massachusetts border to Canada, is 
well known to all of us. The newer, 
parallel Catamount Trail was more 
recently marked off to afford cross- 
country skiers a similar path. This 
trek was originally scheduled for last 
winter, but inclement weather 
intervened, converting it to a summer 
hike. 

As often happens, the initial 
decisions concerned the spotting of 
» "hicle^ to accommodate our one 
canine and 16 human hikers. The 
majority of us headed to Shrewsbury , 
where we parked and walked in the 
town highway to Gov. Clement 
Shelter. We discussed the easy 
vehicular access to the site, and 
proposed "no parking" regulations 
that might be enacted to discourage 
use of the site as a "party" site for 
non-hikers. We also chatted with 
through-hikers, several of whom had 
started this spring in Georgia and 
were en route to Mt. Kahtadin. 

After our "spotters" joined us, 
we headed south on the LT a short 
distance to its intersection with the 
so-called Poczobut Road, meeting 
the Catamount Trail and following it 
upward and westward. We enjoyed 
views of Mendon Peak, Little 
Killington and Shrewsbury Peak 
from north to east along the way. We 
passed the abandoned Poczobut 
Camp, stopping for lunch in the 
notch between Mendon Peak (to the 
north) and Robinson Hill (to the 
south). 

After that it was downhill, 
continuing to the west and then 
turning to the north, w ith a nice view 
of Pico Peak on the way. We ended 
up at Brewers Corner, and our 
awaiting vehicles. 
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This route is not shown in GMC 
Guidebooks, but it is an access road, 
which is well maintained by 
VAST, and the State through the 
Calvin Coolidge State Forest, as 
depicted in the Catamount Trail 
guidebook. Check it out! 

New Lost Pond Shelter 

3 August 2003 
By Roma Pulling 

The old Lost Pond Shelter had 
been my destination several times 
starting in 1978, and a friend and I 
stayed there overnight several years 
ago. That structure was built on Cape 
Cod in 1965 by Louis Stare Jr., who 
then had it delivered in sections to 
Forest Road 10 by truck. When I 
read about a new shelter at the site I 
knew I had to visit again. 

Six people met us at the park on 
Sunday morning, and we were off' for 
Mt. Tabor in two cars. We drove to 
the end of Forest Road 30. where 
there is ample parking, and walked 
more than two miles, partly through 
Wilderness area, to the trail's 
intersection with the Long Frail. The 
shelter is slightly north of that point 
on the Long Trail. We met a hiker 
there who left shortly after our 
arrival. Finding comfortable rocks 
and logs, we ate our lunch. 

Decision time! While some of 
us walked back to the cars, those 
who desired could choose to hike 
north by way of the Long Trail 2.7 
miles to Big Branch parking lot. 
where we would pick them up. Five 
people chose that route. We picked 
them up in advance of a very heavy 
shower and delivered them safely 
back to Rutland. 

Note for those who knew about 
Alfred leaving his glasses at 
the shelter: 

What with other commitments 
and rainy weather, it was six days 
before we were able to walk back. 
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The glasses were there! What are the 
chances that this would happen 
anywhere else? An unknown person 
took them inside the shelter and 
stored them high and dry. This goes 
to prove a long-held theory' of mine-- 
that hikers are nice people! 

Spruce Peak / Prospect Rock 

9 August 2003 
By Steve Williams 

After a drive south on Route 7 
from Rutland, the party assembled at 
the AT/LT trailhead on Routes 1 1 
and 30 about a mile west of the 
Bromley ski area. Given the muggy 
weather of the prev ious week and the 
day’s forecast of “cloudy, with some 
sunny patches but also the likelihood 
of showers and thunderstorms” the 
turnout of seven was not bad. The 
route was south on the AT/LT, 2.4 
miles to Spruce Peak and a further 
2.5 miles to Prospect Rock with 
modest undulations all the way. Our 
historians Barbara and Barry Griffith 
observed two features shortly after 
the start of the hike, a cellar hole and. 
not far away, a cast iron plate which 
appeared to indicate the one time 
presence of a charcoal kiln, 
presumably with some connection 
between the two. 

Spruce Peak, reached by a 300- 
foot spur from the main trail, is a 
rock pile reminiscent of the 
Killington Peak, with good views 
northwesterly towards Mount 
Aeolus. The peak provided an open 
and convenient lunch stop. 


Directors continued from nave I 
the shelter for the city forester to 
make sure the club is doing all we’re 
supposed to do. 

KORZUN EASEMENT -Aaron 
Korzun is a landowner off the North 
Lottery Road in Shrewsbury whose 
property is crossed by the AT/LT. 
He has a small pipeline crossing the 


In the next stage, as the party 
aimed for Prospect Rock, the weather 
moved on from the “cloudy with 
sunny patches” stage to the “showers 
and thunderstorms” phase. Some 
added waterproof covers: others 
demonstrated their Vermont 
hardiness by not doing so. The trail 
turned from its previous soggy stage 
to a streambed situation, which 
resulted in what could perhaps be 
called an aquatic sport as opposed to 
hiking. While the thunder was 
limited, the volume of the downpour 
was not. At one stage th? writer 
noticed the interval between thunder 
and its associated lightening as being 
imperceptible. In the interests ot the 
comfort level of the party he did not 
share the thought until later. 

By the time Prospect Rock, an 
outcropping overlooking Manchester 
and Mount Equinox, was reached, 
the rain had diminished to a merely 
moderately wet level. At Prospect 
Rock the AT/LT joins the old 
Rootville Road, which is maintained 
to allow some high level camps to be 
reached. Arriving simultaneously 
with ourselve- were two men in a 
pick-up truck on the way to one of 
the camps. They stopped for the view 
from Prospect Rock and were as 
surprised to meet our party as we 
were to meet them. From the Rock 
the writer pointed out the location of 
the Equinox Hotel that Abraham 
Lincoln was planning to visit in the 
summer of 1 865. 

The final stage of the trip was 
two miles down the Rootville Road 

trail between a spring on one side of 
it and his house on the other. After 
some discussion, a motion was 
unanimously adopted stating that the 
section approves the granting of an 
easement to Korzun. A copy of 
these minutes highlighting this 
action will be forwarded to 
Waterbury which will hopefully 
support us and so advise the NPS. 


to the outskirts of Manchester where 
a Jeep had been located to take the 
party back to the Route 1 1 and 30 
trailhead. with the vehicle crowded 
but acceptably so under the damp 
circumstances. 

Mount Hawley 

16 August 2003 
By Ray Catozzi 

As advertised in the hike 
schedule, this year I found the route 
that eluded me last year. This year’s 
route and last year's start from 
different points on the Whipple 
Hollow Road and connect near the 
top of the mountain. 

Seven of us hiked up to the 
hang-glider launching platform. The 
view to the west and southwest 
would be wonderful but this time, as 
last year, it was foggy and misty with 
only the valley immediately below in 
good view. 

We bushwhacked south from 
the launching platform for about 100 
yard and came upon a nice level 
grass clearing on top of a large rock 
outcropping. The view here is right 
down to West Rutland and to the 
south. Twill be wonderful to get to 
that spot again sometime when the 
weather is clear. 

My oldest son Jim. who lives in 
Pennsylvania and was up visiting, 
hiked up Mount Hawley with us. 
He's an Appalachian Tail section 
hiker as I am. We each have hiked 
over 1 .000 miles of the AT 


NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CHAINSAW USE - New rules 
have been adopted by the Park 
Service stating that if you’re out 
on the trail using a chainsaw or a 
crosscut saw you have to be 
certified and also be wearing certain 
protective gear such as chaps, helmet 
and goggles. The certification 
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involves completion of a day and a 
half of training. The rules apply to 
all LT patrols, shelter adopters, and 
other volunteers. A member of our 
section, Larry Walter, has such 
certification and Herb will sound 
him out about the possibility of his 
offering certification training to 
others. The section has at least a 
couple of members who've been 
using a chainsaw for years and are 
quite expert at it, but they will still 
have to be certified. 

KS CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTH 
BARN FUND -After some 
discussion, the section agreed to 
contribute $400 to the main club for 
its South Bam Fund. The money 
will go toward rebuilding the South 
Bam, which was consumed by fire 
last February. The contribution is in 
line with amounts being contributed 
to the fund by other GMC sections. 

COOLIDGE RANGE RIDGE 
RUNNER -This year's Coolidge 
Range ridge runner is Adam Hall. 
He will be contacted by Barb with a 
welcome from our section. We 
would like his feedback on what is 
going on up there and what he 
perceives as problems. We would 
also like it if he could coordinate 
with Bill Robichaud. If possible, 
the directors would like to host him 
at a dinner or potluck sometime 
when his duties permit. Sue Thomas 
volunteered to explore various 
options. 

KS TRAILHEAD NOTICES - 

The new signs at trailheads 
informing hikers about the 
Killington Section have been a 
success but many need to be 
replaced. Steve will put together a 
dozen new ones and get 10 to Flerb 
and two to Barb. 

NEXT OUTING SCHEDULE - 
The next outing schedule will cover 
September through November and is 
rapidly filling up. September and 
most of October are already filled. 


Hike leaders are urged to get their 
dates and information to Sue and 
Connie as soon as possible. 

NEXT SMOKE & BLAZES - Bob 
will be going on vacation the first 
few weeks of August. Hopefully 
upon his return Aug. 18 he will find 
all the material needed to put 
together the next issue. The 
newsletter has been receiving much 
good feedback. 

PUBLICITY PANEL - At the last 
main club meeting the GMC 
presented the section with a folding 
display panel promoting the club and 
the LT. It is a good general display 
that hopefully could be placed in the 
windows of downtown storefronts 
and outdoor equipment stoic., or at 
the library . It was suggested that we 
could also make it "local" by adding 
pictures, maps, and other material 
related to the Killington Section. 
Andrea will pursue getting maps 
while new pictures will be taken on 
upcoming hikes. It may be 
advisable to add another panel that 
would focus exclusively on us. 

GOV. CLEMENT SHELTER - 
Barb reported that her husband Barry' 
is working on drafting an ordinance 
for the Shrewsbury selectboard with 
regard to restricting parking from 
dusk to dawn. The selectboard 
doesn't want the road "thrown up" or 
gated but prefers this more moderate 
approach. Once an ordinance is 
adopted, the select board will have 
signs put up and arrangements can 
be made with Gary Salmon to have 
some boulders put up there. 

DIVERSIFICATION - What if 
anything to do about the statistic that 
78% of new hike participants 
attended only one or two times was 
discussed. Various means of 
soliciting feedback both from 
newcomers and club members were 
discussed. It was suggested that 
easier hikes might attract more 
people, but Sue Thomas felt that our 


schedule already reflected a good 
balance of easy, moderate, and more 
challenging hikes. Sue also felt care 
needed to be taken with newspaper 
publicity as sometimes in its wake 
unmanageable numbers turned out 
for hikes. Steve offered to call Jack 
Crowther at the Herald. Steve will 
also draft a questionnaire that will be 
looked over by Bob and Sue. 

GMC ANNUAL MEETING JUNE 
14 AT MIDDLF.BURY SNOW 
BOWL — Our GMC director. 
Lynda Hutchins, attended the 
meeting and submitted a written 
report noting that the main club had 
a challenging year. In addition to the 
South Barn fire, endowment funds 
were down and there was a $13,000 
budget deficit. Executive Director 
Ben Rose took members on a virtual 
tour of the LT pointing out areas that 
either have seen improvements or 
will need them in years to come. In 
our section, he noted that the 
Clarendon Gorge bridge would need 
repairs within 10 years. There are 
also ongoing discussions about the 
ultimate viability of Gov. Clement 
and Pico Shelters. 

MISCELLANEOUS - Members 
were urged to attend US Forest 
Service informational and planning 
meetings, which are held the fourth 
Tuesday of every month for the 
purpose of soliciting input from the 
public. Since the logging and 
motorized vehicle communities are 
always strongly represented at such 
sessions, it is felt that the hiking 
community would do well to make 
sure the powers that be are keenly 
aware that we are equally concerned 
about what goes on in the national 
forests through which pass many 
miles of the Long Trail. 

ADJOURNMENT -The meeting 
was adjourned about 9: 1 5 P.M. The 
next directors' meeting has been 
scheduled for Thursday. 23 October, 
at 7:00 P.M. also at Herb Ogden's 
office in Rutland. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2003 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless otherwise 
stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footgear and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. 
For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right 


September 6 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
rain date 9/7 

South Pond, Chittenden 

We'll reach this ridge-top pond via an unmaintained section of the former 
Long Trail, rew arded by one of the best views in the area. Return on the 
Long Trail past Ralston Rest Shelter. Six and one-half miles, some 
bushwhacking and a steep ascent, but mostly moderate. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

September 13 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Work Party- 

Transport and assemble the new privy for Pico Camp on the Sherburne 
Pass Trail (formerly the Long Trail), and general maintenance if we have 
time. Bring work gloves and sturdy shoes. Tools provided. It's more fun 
than it sounds, really ! 

Herb Cgoen 
773-1350 

September 14 
Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Kayak/Canoe the W inooski River, Richmond 

Paddle a scenic stretch of river near Richmond. Call the leader for more 
details about distance and difficulty. 

Jerry Parker 
775-6208 

September 20 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Mount Antone, Rupert 

Enjoy views of the Mettawee Valley from the 2.610-foot summit in the 
Merck Forest and Farmland Center. Five miles. 820-foot ascent, moderate. 

Larrv & Vi\ Walter 
775-3855 

September 2 1 
Sunday 
9:30 AM 

Old Baldy, Bridgewater 

We'll climb mostly on old roads to the 2.409-foot summit in Coolidge 
State Forest. Approximately three miles, moderate. 

Roma & Al Pulling 
773-6997 

September 27 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
rain date 9/28 

Black Mountain, New York 

This time we'll go up the route we came down on last year, and down the 
way we went up! Difficult, 5.6 miles. 

Rav Catozzi 
773-3006 

October 5 
Sunday 
9:00 AM 

Slack Hill, Plymouth 

We’ll follow a trail from Coolidge State Park, site of a depression-era CCC 
Camp, to the 2,1 74-foot summit. Moderate, 4.5 miles, 500-foot ascent. 

Andrea McQuade 
775-6273 

October 1 1 
Saturday 
9:30 AM 

Mendon Peak, Mendon 

If a difficult hike interests you, join us for this 2.000-foot climb and 
bushwhack off the beaten path to remote, 3.840-foot Mendon Peak. 

Barbara & Barry 

Griffith 

492-3573 

October 18 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Eagle Rock, Hubbardton 

We'll do some bushwhacking to reach this rocky outcrop overlooking 
Lake Bomoseen. Moderate. 5 miles. 

Larry & Viv Walter 
775-3855 

October 25 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
rain date 10/26 

Mt. Equinox, Manchester 

We'll go up on the North Ridge Trail from Bear Town Gap and down the 
Burr& Burton Trail. Difficult, 7.5 miles, steep. 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2003 


Schedule continued from prev ious page. 


November 1 
Saturday 
8:00 AM 

Lake George Region, New York 

Depending on the weather, we’ll either climb a mountain or stick to the 
lower elevations. Moderate to difficult depending on destination. 6 or 7 
miles. Call Leaders for details. 

Connie & M^-k 

Youngstrom 

492-3502 

November 8 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Bromley Mountain, Peru 

We'll follow the Long/Appalachian Trail to the summit and descend to 
Mad Tom Notch. Moderate. 5.5 miles. 

Steve & Diana 

Williams 

645-9529 

November 15 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

History Ramble - Feeder Canal Park, Hudson Falls, New York 

Follow an easy trail alongside the historic Feeder Canal, begun 181 7 to get 
passenger and freight boats from Lake Champlain to the Hudson River for 
passage to New York City. Includes the "Five Combines" series of locks 
with interpretive signs. Possible visit to the Rogers Island Visitors Center, 
site of a pre-Revolutionary fort. Three to seven miles, depending on the 
weather. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 

November 22 
Saturday 
6:00 PM 

Fall Potluck Supper 

Joins us for our annual potluck supper and a slide program. Nonmembers 
welcome! Bring plates, utensils, and a dish to share. Hot drinks prov ided. 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Hillside Avenue. Rutland. 

Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Want to Lead a Hike? 



Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas (773-2185) and Connie Youngstrom (492-3502). The winter schedule 
will include December through February . To make a suggestion, or to get your favorite outing on the schedule, give Sue 
or Connie a call before November I . Please don't wait till the last minute. 


Senior Turtle Hikes - September - October 2003 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of "Turtle” hikes for seniors and others who wish to 
enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, involve limited 
elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for 
Vermont weather. All trips leave from the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street on Fridays at 9 AM and return in early 
afternoon. 


Sept. 5 


Sept. 19 
Oct. 3 


Texas Falls: Hike by a scenic stretch of waterfalls, flumes, and potholes on Charlie & Jean Dav ies 
Texas Brook, an upper branch of the White River in the tow n of Hancock. 483-6623 


Mount Tom: Climb Mount Tom in Marsh Billings. Vermont's only National Al & Hilldie Cerney 
Park. Great views of Woodstock village. 773-4 1 47 


Leicester Hollow: One of several trails in the Green Mountain National Forest Al & Roma Pulling 
east of Brandon. 773-6997 


Oct. 1 7 
Oct. 3 1 


Rocky Pond: A loop hike, mostly within the city limits, passing Rocky and Ray Catozzi 
Muddy Ponds, the golf course, and East Creek. 773-3006 


Around back of Blue Ridge: Celebrate Flallovvecn with a hike from Mendon Bob & Thelma Perkins 
to Chittenden via abandoned portions of Old Turnpike and Wildcat Roads. 773-0184 
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Membership Interest Survey 

The Section is anxious to learn more about how individual 
members regard Section activities and to solicit their views on 
additional activities that might be undertaken. Will you take a few 
minutes to review and respond to the questions on the back of this 
sheet. Then please fold the sheet with Steve's address on the 
outside, tape it shut, affix a 37-cent stamp, and mail. 


Fold here 


37-cent 

stamp 


Steve Williams 
682 Vermont Route 30 
West Pawlet, VT 05775 


Membership Interest Survey 

Please circle your answers. 

For how many years have you been a Killington Section member? 0 1-2 3-5 6-10 More 

How many time a year do you attend Section outings? 0 1-2 3-5 6-10 More 

Have you attended a Section meeting or potluck supper in the past three years? No Yes 

Have you participated in a Section Trails & Shelters work party in the past three years? No Yes 

How about the lengths of hikes on our schedule? Too many are short A good mix Too many are long 

How about the difficulty of hikes on our schedule? Too many are easy A good mix Too many are hard 

How often have you been asked to join a Section work party? Not often enough About right Too often 

What activities would you like to see added to schedule? Cycling Kayaking Canoeing Social events 
Bushwhacking Overnights Nature study Others (specify) 

Would you like to play a greater role in the Section in any of the follow ing areas? 

Leading hikes Leading kayak/canoe trips Trail & shelter maintenance Social events 

How could the Section do a better job of meeting your needs or expectations? 


Your name and address are on the label below. Phone: E-mail: 

Thanks for taking part in our survey. Steve Williams. Section President 

Fold here _ _ _ _ 

Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 005701 




New bridge on the Bucklin Trail 



By Barbara Griffith 

The upper bridge over Brewers 
Brook is finished thanks to the 1 00s 
of hours of both volunteer and hired 
help. This 35-foot span is 1.2 miles 
east of Brewers Comers on the 
Bucklin Trail. The abutments are 
high enough so they should keep the 
bridge above the highest spring 
Hoods, ensuring this bridge will last 
a lot longer than past ones. Now, for 
the first time since the late 1960s, 
both crossings have been bridged, 
and hikers no longer need to think 
about whether it has rained recently 
before deciding whether to climb 
Killington on the Bucklin Trail. 

Bravo! Many of you probably 
read the recent Rutland Herald 
article about the bridge, however you 
had to be there seeing it happen to 
appreciate what took place. Young 
workers lugged hundreds of pounds 
of heavy pressure treated wood, tools 
and equipment up the trail on their 
backs, in their arms, and dragging it 
in teams. Volunteers lugged bits and 
pieces up, as did passing hikers who 
would pause and grab something to 
drop off at the work site on their way 
up to the peak. 

The bridge was preassembled at 
GMC headquarters under the 
direction of GMC Field Supervisor 
Greg Western, disassembled, and 
reassembled on site by volunteers 
and paid staff directed by Greg and 
by our own Jerry Parker. However 
that isn't the entire story. As the 
days went by the bridge went 


through an evolutionary process, 
spurred by engineering suggestions 
from our own Mark Youngstrom that 
were advocated on site by Jerry 
Parker. Spending several days with 
the bridge construction crew I was 
amazed how smoothly the work 
went. After getting all the material to 
the site the biggest problem was how 
to make the 35-foot span without the 
bridge ending in a big bow. Many a 
brainstorming session went into 
effect. Changes were brought about 
with Team intervention. Not one 
mind made the difference; it was 
always the culmination of the group 
decision. 


This story is about the building 
of the Bucklin Trail Bridge over 
Brewers Brook, yet it is also a tribute 
to the many people who dug in and 
helped make it happen. I'll work in 
some cliches here. This organization 
works because of dedicated 
volunteers who ask for nothing in 
return. It's about the "silent ones" 
who do hours upon hours of work on 
the trail to make it a better place for 
all. As for those young workers, I 
personally feel that the future of 
America is in very capable hands 
and I am thankful that I had the 
privilege to spend hours in the 
outdoors with them. 
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" * Susan Thomas 
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Not eligible for re-election. 
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President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 
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History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

“ Connie Youngstrom 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


from/ the/ Section/ President 

Now that the season for trail and shelter construction and maintenance 
is essentially over it is appropriate to extend thanks to all those who have 
been active in construction and maintenance on the Section’s trails during 
the year. 

The major construction activities have been the Pico camp privy, ably 
led, prefabricated and directed by Jerry Parker, and the Bucklin frail 
bridge, erected under the direction 

of Waterbury's Greg Western, with considerable support from Jerry, 
to a design by Mark Youngstrom. Greg in turn was supported by a number 
of Americorps and other volunteers from outside the Section, but also by a 
considerable number of Section members. Thanks to Jerry and to Greg and 
to all those who assisted them. 

At the top of the trails man-hours league (outside the scheduled walk- 
throughs), we again find Bill Robichaud with more than eighty hours 
fieldwork, largely on the Bucklin Trail, but also on the Sherburne Pass trail 
and the LT/AT from Jungle Junction to a point north of Route 4. Thank you 
Bill. 

With high honors there are Peter Dekker and Barbara Griffith with 
approximately twenty hours each; thank you Peter and Barbara. 

With very honorable mention there are David Coppock, Barry 
Griffith, Ruth Hare, Ruth and Sandy Lamb, Andrea McQuade, Cynthia 
Taylor-Miller, Sue Thomas, Craig Tomkinson, Larry Walter and Deb 
Waggett who all made very worthwhile contributions. Thank you, one and 
all. 

Very special thanks should also go to Herb Ogden, who heads the 
Section’s Trails & Shelters Committee, and, besides his time on the trail, 
spends a lot of time off the trail gathering information and coordinating 
with the Waterbury GMC headquarters. 

If for reasons of incomplete bookkeeping I have failed to mention 

See President page 5 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 


Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff3VT@aol.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Andrea McQuade, 36 Morse Place, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-6273, andrea6273@aol.com 

Herbert Ogden, 20 Birch wood Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368, hogden@adelphia.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, ral37@juno.com 

William Robichaud, 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PI., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2784, jakesher56@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah L. Waggett 21 Academy St. Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024 waggett@aol.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet. VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom, Box 1160, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3502, marky@vermontel.net 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting, 23 October 2003 


By Steve Williams 
President and Secretary pro tern 

Present 

Barbara Griffith, Andrea McQuade, 
Bob Perkins, Roma Pulling, Sue 
Thomas, Steve Williams. 
Herb Ogden, Lynda Hutchins, Al 
Pulling 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made, seconded and 
approved that the minutes of the July 
10 th , 2003, meeting be approved as 
presented. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Roma Pulling reported the current 
account balances to be: 

Checking Account: $8.87 

Savings Account $1,422.78 
Kirk Savings Account $619.96 
Kirk Fund CD’s $15,776.31 

(Still to be paid from the above funds 
are the remaining expenditures for 
the Bucklin Trail bridge and 
materials costs due to Jerry Parker 
for the Pico Camp privy; see below). 

Roma also advised the current 
membership to be 124. 

Trails and Shelters Report 

Herb Ogden reported on the near 
completion of the Bucklin Trail 
bridge and the expectation that Greg 
Western would shortly return from 
Waterbury to finalize the bridge by 
the addition of some stabilizing 
beams. Herb noted that the Forest 
Service would shortly expand the 
Bucklin Trailhead parking lot. Herb 
had previously submitted to board 
members a list of ongoing and 
upcoming work projects. 

Herb advised that Greg Western had 
provided him with the names of two 
Green Mountain College volunteers 
who had expressed interest in 
participating in trails maintenance. 


Flerb advised that he had heard from 
Dave Hardy (Waterbury) who 
provided a map of the three locations 
he considered viable for the new 
shelter to be constructed in 2005 
between Governor Clement Shelter 
and Cooper Lodge. Dave had also 
advised that there is no limitation on 
buildings at any one of the three 
sites. In discussion, the Board 
reached the conclusion that, pending 
a walk-through, which Flerb will 
arrange in a timely manner, one of 
the two lower sites was preferred, 
from the viewpoints of access during 
construction and winter 
temperatures. Herb will so advise the 
Waterbury trails committee. 

Herb noted that the Route 4 AT/LT 
trailhead parking lot is in bad 
condition from the viewpoint of ruts 
and run-off. The State is believed to 
be the first party to be sought to 
rectify the matter. Steve Williams 
will communicate with Ben Rose 
(Waterbury) to ask if Waterbury will 
approach the State on the matter. 
Reimbursement of Jerry Parker for 
materials for Pico privy. 

It was proposed, seconded and 
approved that Jerry Parker be 
reimbursed $577.65 for the purchase 
of materials for the new Pico Camp 
privy. 

Aaron Kor/.un Easement 

The Section has advised Waterbury 
of its support for this easement. 

Requirements for Chain-saw use 
in Appalachian Trail Corridor 

Herb reported from his Waterbury 
discussions that the GMC position on 
the new requirements for chain-saw 
use is still being developed. It was 
agreed that the Section would take no 
further action regarding the training 
of its volunteer chain-saw operators, 
or their required safety equipment. 


until further word is received on the 
subject from Waterbury. 

Ridge Runner 

Steve reported that he had tried to 
reach Adam Hale during the previous 
two weeks to see if he had any 
comments for the Section resulting 
from his summer ridge running in the 
Section’s area. Regrettably the 
connection failed to materialize and 
we must now await receipt of a copy 
of Adam’s final report to Waterbury. 

Killington Section notices at 
trailheads 

It has been observed that not all 
trailheads have a copy of the 
Section’s “Welcome to the 
Killington Section’’ notice. Members 
seeking to rectify this are requested 
to talk to Steve or to Flerb in order to 
seek copies of the updated trailhead 
notice for placing at the appropriate 
location(s). 

Walking across Posted Land 
without permission during club 
activities 

After discussion this was agreed, as 
part of a club activity, to be 
unacceptable. The point was 
confirmed by the proposing, 
seconding and approval of a motion 
to ban such walking without the 
landowner’s permission. 

With regard to an attractive 
alternative to the Burr & Burton trail 
up Mount Equinox, which alternative 
has two posted sections with so far 
inaccessible owners, it was agreed 
that Sue Thomas would revisit the 
area to obtain the company or 
organization names of the two 
owners. Herb will then submit such 
names to the Vermont Secretary of 
State with the request that he (or she) 
advise the names of the contact 
individuals so that the Section can 
approach the two landowners with a 
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request to be able to cross the two 
parcels of land. 

Next Outing Schedule 

Sue reported that this is well in hand 
and will be ready to be published in 
the next Smoke & Blazes 

Next Smoke & Blazes 

Bob Perkins reported that the 
November issue is in progress. 

Publicity Panel 

Andrea McQuade reported that this 
is now ready and will be on display 
at the Rutland EMS store on their 
“club days”, October 24 and 25. She 
is seeking to contact Mark Foley who 
owns a number of downtown 
Rutland buildings in the hope that the 
panel can be displayed in one of 
them. 

Rutland Herald Article 

Steve reported that he had discussed 
the subject with club member Jack 
Crowther, who works for the Rutland 
Herald. Jack advised that the 
prerequisite for any article to be of 
interest to the Rutland Herald is 
newsworthiness. Consequently, at 
the time of the bridge construction on 
the Bucklin Trail, Steve called the 
Herald, which did indeed do an 
article on the subject. Hike leaders 
and Sue, in her role as outings’ 
committee chair, are requested to see 
if there is a story associated with any 
given hike (such as the history 
associated with Patch Hollow). If so, 
he or she is requested to let Steve 
know, whereupon he will contact the 
Herald. 

Governor Clement Shelter Update 

Due to the pressure of other 
workload requirements, Barry 
Griffith’s activities on developing a 
town ordinance to ban parking on the 


town road leading to the shelter have 
been delayed. Herb suggested calling 
on Norman Cohen and Becca Rice, 
other attorneys who also live in 
Shrewsbury, to see if they would be 
willing to work with Herb and Barry 
on the matter. The Board endorsed 
such an approach. 

Survey Results 

Steve presented the survey results, 
which were disappointing in terms of 
the responses received (14). There 
was a 65-95% satisfaction with the 
“length of hikes”, “difficulty of 
hikes” and “frequency of requests to 
join a work party” questions. 
Additional activities proposed which 
received at least four in favor were 
cycling, canoeing/ kayaking and 
nature study. Two thoughts emerged 
from the ensuing discussion: 

• Sue Thomas would be pleased to 
hear from anyone willing to lead 
one of these events. 

• Members always have the 
opportunity to join other 
sections, which frequently run 
these events. 

Report on GMC Waterbury 
Directors’ Meeting September 20. 

Lynda Hutchins presented a 
comprehensive written report of the 
meeting and then verbally 
highlighted the key issues and 
decisions. 

Website 

Steve reported that from his recent 
view of the site it is working very 
well. However he noted, after linking 
to the Waterbury site, that only a 
single commercial page was 
operational. Pete Ketchum 
(Waterbury) confirmed that a 
problem exists with the site and is 
being worked on. 


Andrew Nuquist letter of June 
30'\ 2003 (submitted by Lynda for 
the Board’s review) 

Andrew Nuquist (GMC President) 
received an offer of an $8,000 
donation towards the club’s 
impending 2004 budget deficit of 
$ 1 3,000 if the GMC Board “raised or 
pledged” $5,000, which Andrew 
relayed to individual directors in a 
letter, dated June 30 lh , 2003, 

regrettably emphasizing “pledging” 
rather than “raising”. Lynda reported 
that, believing it inappropriate that 
directors, particularly those elected 
by the sections, such as herself, 
should be asked to donate financially 
in addition to their other 
contributions to the club, she so 
advised the GMC Board at their 
September 20 lh meeting. Steve 
advised that he subsequently 
attempted to reach Andrew to 
support Lynda's viewpoint and, in 
Andrew’s absence, made the point to 
Executive Director Ben Rose, who 
said that Lynda’s point had been well 
understood, and recognized, by both 
he and Andrew. Lynda stated her 
belief that the point should be made 
in writing and requested the 
(Killington) Board to endorse her 
sentiments in writing to President 
Andrew Nuquist. A motion was 
proposed, seconded and approved 
that this be done. Barbara agreed to 
write the letter. 

Next Meeting 

8.00 pm. Tuesday, February 3 rd , 2004 
at Herb Ogden's Offices, 92 Center 
Street, Rutland. 

Post Meeting Note 

Greg Western and a number of 
volunteers, including Barbara, Sue, 
Lynda, Bob, Jerry and Bill, 
completed the Bucklin Trail bridge 
on October 25 th 


- 4 - 


Volume 56, Number 4 


Smoke & Blazes 


November 2003 


President continued from page 2 

others who have contributed, such as 
the hikers who carried up wood from 
Brewers Comers for the Buckiin trail 
bridge, I apologize; your time is no 
less appreciated. 

Besides the above, thanks also 
go to sector checkers Gretchen 
Crowley, Barry and Barbara Griffith, 
John and Nadine Horchner, Herb 
Ogden, Bill Robichaud, Cynthia 
Taylor-Miller, Sue Thomas, Deb 
Waggett, Vivian Walter and Mark 
and Connie Youngstrom who 

provide the status reports to Herb 
Ogden to make the system work.. 
Likewise thanks to shelter adopters 
Ray Arthur, Max Carleton, Peter 
Dekker, Erling and Christian 
Omland, Cynthia Taylor-Miller and 
Sue Thomas and Carol Chapman 
who, while reporting to Waterbury, 
handle the shelters within the 
Section's domain. Finally, thanks to 
those Section members who 

participated in the scheduled walk- 
throughs; Mark DeCrease, Gary 
Donell, Michael Forsyth, Jacob 
Flusche, Kyle Halligan, John 

Horchner, Lucille Hurley, Lynda 

Hutchins, Andrea McQuade, Herb 
Ogden, Mike O'Neill, Jerry Parker, 
Bill Robichaud, Cindy Taylor- 
Miller, Sue Thomas, Larry Walter 
and Connie Youngstrom. 
(Apologies for any misspellings of 
those I don’t know; I did my best 
with the handwriting in the book). 

Last but not least, thanks to 
Lynda Hutchins for her time of a 
different sort in being our nominated 
Director to the main club and giving 
up her Saturdays to attend the main 
board’s quarterly meetings. 

I hope to see as many of you as 
can make it at the Potluck Supper 
scheduled for November 22nd. 

Sincerely 
Steve Williams 


Trip reports 

Shrewsbury Loop 

23 August 2003 
By Barry Griffith 

Fourteen human hikers, led by 
Dickens, began this trek at the 
AT/LT parking area on Route 103. 
We struck out on the Long Trail 
heading north, working up a sweat 
on the ascent. There was a welcome 
breeze on the ridge above, carrying a 
reminder of cooler weather to come. 
We paused at a scenic vista to take in 
the view to the south and west. We 
then continued on to Clarendon 
Shelter, where we had lunch and 
chatted with through-hikers. 

After our repast we diverged 
from the Long Trail, continuing our 
walk up the so-called Gainer Road - 
a former town highway discontinued 
after the Great Flood of 1927. We 
paused to inspect large stone 
foundations, and a picture of the 
long-abandoned home of the 
Anthony Adams family, which stood 
here in the late 1 800s, reproduced in 
Dawn Hance’s history of 
Shrewsbury. We discussed the 
original settlers, who came here a 
century earlier. 

In 1797 young John Bullard 
married Lucy Buxton in Barre, 
Massachusetts. The newlyweds came 
here to raise their family — among 
the original settlers of Shrewsbury. 
We were determined to visit the 
cemetery on their home farm where 
they were laid to rest - a quest 
unfulfilled on the last Section hike 
here. Barbara would have led us 
there directly. Her absence required 
some bushwhacking, but the 
objective was achieved! We 
memorialized our visit in the site’s 
journal. 

We continued to the north and 
uphill until we arrived at 


Shrewsbury's Lottery Road — named 
for the way it was financed by the 
fledgling town in 1792. We moved 
on - finally downhill — to the east, 
pausing to inspect the site of Town 
School #11, established in 1840, long 
since abandoned. 

We reconnected with the Long 
Trail and took it to the South, over 
Beacon Hill, and then steeply 
downhill back to Clarendon Shelter. 
Here we again diverged from the 
present AT/LT, Southerly and down 
the aforementioned abandoned town 
road. This connects with Vermont's 
first interstate highway — the 
venerable Crown Point Road, laid 
out in 1759, during the French & 
Indian War. Continuing down we 
inspected CPR markers, to find 
ourselves back on Route 103. 

A short jaunt westerly returned 
us to the parking lot, where our party 
had a chance to visit and traverse the 
AT/LT Swinging Bridge over 
Clarendon Gorge. A successful loop 
concluded, we departed with visions 
of hikes to come. Happy Trails! 

Pico Camp Privy 

13 September 2003, et al. 

By Herb Ogden 

Last summer, the small Pico 
Camp privy that the Section built 
around 1992 under the direction of 
former Trails & Shelters Chair Tim 
Welch was in such disrepair that 
GMC Field Supervisor Val Stori 
took it apart and put a "chum" in its 
place. I don't know why it's called a 
chum, since it consists of a toilet seat 
on a big box, with no walls to 
separate the user from the 
environment. I wouldn't feel 
particularly chummy when using 
one. Some of us were miffed that we 
weren't given the chance to repair 
what we had, but the result was good 
for us, as you'll see if you read on. 

This summer, Jerry Parker took 
privy plans supplied by GMC 
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headquarters, simplified them to suit 
a situation where supplies could be 
trucked to within 1,000 feet of the 
work site, and completely 
prefabricated the privy. On 7 
September, Jerry and I scouted out 
the site and made sure Pico's service 
road was in decent shape for a loaded 
truck. The next weekend, a dozen or 
so of us hiked or drove to the site and 
hauled in two pickup truck loads of 
privy lumber, roofing, and bin. The 
larger part of the work party got the 
new outhouse mostly built under 
Jerry's supervision. Meanwhile, Bob 
Perkins and I replaced the rotted 
window frames in the Camp, cinched 
up and put a new 2x4 in the front 
wall, and put in a new windowsill to 
keep the weather out of the inside of 
the wall. The previous windowsill, 
installed around 1995, had 
disappeared totally, and, for several 
years, closing the windows had not 
done much to keep out the wind. 
During the week, Jerry returned to 
finish nailing down the roof before a 
big windstorm. The next weekend, 
Jerry, Barb and Barry Griffith and I 
returned to finish siding the privy, 
install the bench and seat, and do a 
little clearing on the 0.4 mile trail 
from the Camp to Pico Peak. 

The new privy stands a few feet 
closer to Pico Camp than the old 
privy did, with its back facing 
downhill to make it easier to remove 
the bin. It is also much larger, 
lighter, and better ventilated than the 
old one. 

Thanks to Jerry and to John 
Horchncr for the use of their 
vehicles, and to Killington Ltd. for 
the use of the service road. And 
thanks especially to Jerry for 
building the privy at home and then 
directing the rebuilding at the site. 

Mt. Antone, Rupert 

20 September 2003 

By Larry Walter and Viv Bebee 


The weather was a little iffy at 
the onset of our hike up Old Towne 
Road. The Merck folks were hosting 
some sort of Oktoberfest/ Chevy 
Corvair Enthusiast/ Other Old Car 
People celebration so there were 
about 20 times more humans running 
around than usual. We parked at the 
lower parking lot by Route. 315 and 
set out for the visitor center. Once we 
passed the upper parking areas and 
bam, things quieted down 
considerably. 

It took about two hours at a 
steady pace to reach the summit 
where we had lunch. The views were 
initially limited to a couple chains 
down the hill, but the ceiling lifted 
enough to get a nice peak at the sun, 
the Adirondacks and the approaching 
route. Tom kept an interesting record 
of our progress with his little GPS 
unit. We descended slowly though a 
couple brief showers, then though the 
throngs of Oktoberfesters to the 
parking lot. 

Merck Forest has 28 miles of 
hiking and skiing trails ranging over 
3,100 acres of forest land. 
Motorcycles, ATV’s and 
snowmobiles are prohibited. Viv and 
I have stayed at two of Merck’s 
cabins, all of which have a wood 
stove. Aside from an occasional farm 
tractor, you’re pretty much treated to 
a quiet hike or ski. Be aware that 
there is no grooming of the ski trails, 
so you’re probably going to be 
breaking trail on the more 
challenging routes. The visitor center 
is powered by an impressive array of 
photovoltaic cells and a giant 
fireplace with auxiliary power from a 
windmill up by the bam. 

Old Baldy, Woodstock 

21 September 2003 
By Roma Pulling 

The day of our hike was like an 
island in stormy seas, preceded by 
remnants of Tropical Storm Isabel 


and followed by a rainstorm that left 
one and three-eighths inches of rain 
in our gauge. Hike Day was the sort 
that hike leaders dream of: mostly 
sunny, cool and crisp. We met six 
hikers at the park, drove to 
Bridgewater and met five more 
hikers there. 

Our destination was in the 
southwest part of Woodstock in 
Coolidge State Forest. Most of our 
hikers, including our editor, had 
never heard of it, but 1 had hiked it 
twice, the last time in 1986. Steve, 
the leader of that hike, was with us 
again and helped us choose the right 
trail. It followed an old logging road 
very gradually with a short, steep rise 
at the very end. We saw many 
flowers including goldenrod, fall 
asters, a very confused Canada violet 
which should have finished blooming 
in July, and most exciting, a large 
patch of bottle gentians. 

The elevation at the summit of 
Baldy is 2,409 feet, and the view is at 
least 1 80 degrees. Steve pointed out 
Ascutney and Okemo with a peak at 
Killington through the trees. We ate 
our lunch there before returning to 
our cars to conclude a fantastic 
outing. 

Black Mountain, New York 

27 September 2003 
By Ray Catozzi 

The weather was fairly nice 
when we left Rutland, but completely 
clouded over when we stopped at the 
Vermont Welcome Center in Fair 
Haven to pick up our section 
president, his charming wife, and our 
lovely director to the main club. Oh 
yes, their names are Steve and Diana 
Williams and Lynda Hutchins. So the 
bunch of us proceeded to the 
trailhead east of Black Mountain. It 
was getting darker by then, but we 
could still see the trail and the signs. 

Part way up the east trail we 
turned left on another trail that 
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headed south, to a couple of nice 
ponds, and then west toward the 
northbound trail that would take us 
up to the summit. It was nearly noon 
when we reached the nice open 
Adirondack shelter near the pond so 
we stopped and had our lunch there. 

After lunch we started up the 
steep, rocky, mile-long trail. Before 
we'd gone a half of a mile it started 
sprinkling and by the time we 
reached the top it was raining. There 
were only 12 to 15 people up 
there this time. On our last hike to 
Black Mountain there were 
probably 50 or more up there 
enjoying the view. 

This day the view down the 
mountain went as far as 200 feet and 
then stopped in the thick clouds. The 
gorgeous view down the steep slope 
of Black Mountain was completely 
gone. When it is clear, it is a great 
treat to look down on Lake George, 
and watch all the powerboats, ferry 
boats, and the canoes and kayaks 
glide up and down the lake. I 
promised our group that 1 would put 
this hike on the schedule again next 
year and pray for a clear day. 

It kept sprinkling, sometimes 
hard and sometimes lightly, so we 
stayed on top only about minutes 
while some group pictures were 
taken. Then down we went in the 
rain. The rain nearly stopped half 
way down to our cars. So it wasn't 
too bad a hike. 

Mendon Peak 

1 1 Oct 2003 
By Barbara Griffith 

Our apologies to anyone who 
showed up for the hike and got left 
behind. We had it on our calendar as 
a 9:00 am hike. We thought that our 
description of a difficult bushwhack 
had kept many away. Only one hiker 
showed up so we headed out to 
Brewers Comer and met up with 


another who said it was billed as a 
9:30 hike. Having a cell phone he 
reached his group who were waiting 
at the park. Oh well. 

Three of us set off up the trail, a 
40-minute walk on an old logging 
road. After crossing Eddy Brook we 
started a steady ascent up an ATV 
trail which runs along Mendon's 
westerly slope. No switchbacks — 
straight up. Phew! This hike is not 
for the faint of heart. The trail 
stopped about 500 feet from the top 
and our bushwhack started. We got 
into short fir trees packed together, 
up mossy cliffs. An hour later, 
battered and tired, we came out 
within feet of the canister. This 
contained information about Mendon 
Peak being one of the top 100 peaks 
in NE. Yea! We made it! 

Halfway into our lunch the 9:30 
party joined us, making us a group of 
6. With a 360-degree view of the 
valleys and mountains we enjoyed 
the fall colors beneath spacious 
sunny skies. To make this trip more 
of a challenge we all agreed on an 
alternate descent. Compasses and 
GPS in hand, we headed easterly 
along the ridge toward Little 
Killington. We hoped to come across 
a logging road or trail that would 
lead down to Eddy Brook. We 
descended past three ravines that 
were pointed out to be "flumes." 
These were used to slide the logs 
down the mountain to the brook 
below. Not finding a better route, we 
finally descended one ourselves to 
get down to the brook. More 
bushwhacking followed. Finally we 
located the logging road, and 
followed it past Stovepipe City and 
back to Wheelerville Road. 

Seven hours after we began, we 
arrived back at our vehicles. Our 
party was tired and dirty, but all 
agreed that the challenge was worth 
the trip. See you on the trails! 


E a g le R ock 

Freedley Quarry, Dorset 

1 8 October 2003 

By Larry Walter and Viv Bebee 

The great Eagle Rock scramble 
unraveled at the last moment due to 
unplanned conflicts with the 
landowner. (I'll try to set up a 
January visit to the same). Viv and 1 
dug out the hiker guides and settled 
on an alternative visit to Freedley 
Quarry in Dorset. It’s a good thing 
we recon’ed the quarry hike the week 
before, as the route was a little 
confusing. 

The weather was cool, but agreeable 
for the 10 of us as we ascended 
through a farmer's field from Lower 
Hollow Road. At the top of the 
cleared fields we picked up a well- 
worn woods road that climbed 
southeasterly though a saddle. (Note: 
About halfway up this road, you 
ignore a side road to the northwest, 
which climbs, steeply to a small 
camp on the ridge. A short distance 
after this intersection the road forks, 
where you keep to the left.) After 
hitting the saddle, we took a smaller 
road about 500 feet to the north 
where we picked up a recently 
cleared (muddy) skid trail that 
descended northeasterly to the old 
Dorset Road. A couple minutes to 
the north on the Dorset Road and the 
quarry appeared on our left. 

The quarry is an interesting, semi- 
open cut into the side of the hill, with 
deep pools of water where they had 
originally taken the bulk of the 
marble out. There is some old mining 
equipment still lying around, along 
with a lot of local graffiti. The pools 
freeze over in the winter and are 
frequented by skaters who don’t 
mind a couple irregularities here and 
there. 

We ate lunch at an overlook on the 
side of the logging landing and even 
caught a couple rays of sun in the 
process. The return trip was easy 
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after the 20-minute backtrack up the 
logging trail to the saddle. 

It looks like the approach from the 
Lower Hollow Road to this saddle 
would be an excellent jump off to the 
summits of Dorset Hill and Mt. 
Aeolus, but one should check with 
the local owners before hand. The 
fellow who owns the bam, across the 
street from where we parked, is the 
key contact for use of this route. 
Unfortunately, I did not get his name 
and number. 

Mount Equinox 

25 October 2003 
By Ray Catozzi 

Our hike was scheduled to go 
up the North Ridge Trail from Bear 
Town Gap and then down the Burr & 
Burton Trail into Manchester Center. 

I had learned ahead of time that a 
logging company and a rod and gun 
club had closed the North Ridge 
Trail to hikers. Our group of six 
decided not to ignore the NO 
TRESPASSING signs but to go up 
the 35-degree Burr & Burton Trail 
and to return by the same route. 

Half way up the trail, which was 
wide enough for a jeep, we ran into 
an inch snow. Two-thirds of the way 
up, the trail narrowed to a steep, 
slippery path with two inches of 
snow. Other hikers had gone up 
ahead of us, but that made the trail 
under foot even more dangerous 
from slipping and sliding. As leader, 
I was having a terrible time climbing 
up this steep, rocky, snowy, slippery 
trail. I had to stop often to catch my 
breath. 

Our group consisted of three 
younger members: Tom Shanahan, 
and Tom and Maria Walsh, plus 
three older ones: Steve Williams, 
John Hale, and me. I told the two 
Toms and Maria to go on up and not 
to wait for me, their fearless leader. 
By this point there was over three 
inches of snow. I had to stop every 


50 yards or so, not only to catch my 
breath but also to rest my shaky legs. 
God, it’s hell to get old! I stopped at 
least 25 times before we reached the 
Rock Overlook. 

So much time elapsed that the 
young three were on their way back 
down that dangerous Burr & Burton 
Trail, but Steve and John agreed to 
stay with this tired old hiker, and to 
walk down the toll road. One of the 
three younger hikers would drive up 
to meet us. 

We made it to the overlook and 
then up the last one-half-mile 
moderate trail to the hotel. There 
were several cars of tourists there 
enjoying the wonderful view in all 
directions. The hotel and restaurant 
are closed until next summer so we 
had to eat our carry-up lunch. The 
toll road was plowed so it was nice 
walking down. A couple of miles 
down the long, curvy, five-mile road 
Tom Walsh met us. He didn't have to 
pay the $8.00 toll road fee as he said 
he was on an emergency drive to 
pick up a worn out hiker - me! He 
brought us back to our cars at the 
trailhead in Manchester. 

In spite of my damed old senior 
problems, the mountain is beautiful 
with great views of the Green 
Mountains to the east, the Taconics 
north and south, and the Adirondacks 
to the west. Try it the way we did - if 
you are young! 

Bromley Mountain 

8 November 2003 
By Steve Williams 

With a roster of fifteen and two 
dogs the party left the Route 1 1 /30 
LT/AT trailhead, heading north, at 
about 10.00 am. The weather was 
great; about freezing, little wind 
(except at the summit) and a mostly 
clear sky. 

The first destination was the 
new Bromley shelter and its 


associated privy, about one-and-a- 
half miles from the trailhead. This 
shelter was built in mid-September 
by the Manchester Section and looks 
out in a southwesterly direction. 
Materials were delivered by 
helicopter from the nearby Bromley 
ski area parking lot. All were 
impressed by the layout, quality and 
location of the shelter, though 
perhaps a little uncertain as to the 
impact of a south westerly wind on 
the warmth index. 

The trail has been relocated for 
some six-tenths of a mile towards the 
summit. As the new section is better 
graded than the original trail it is 
assumed that the relocation is to 
reduce erosion. In any event the new 
section is indeed easier walking than 
the original, with the benefit of a new 
vista, some three-tenths of a mile 
above the shelter, overlooking 
Stratton Mountain. 

About three-tenths of a mile 
below the summit, the walker is 
disgorged onto a Bromley ski slope 
where, visible just ahead, snow was 
being manufactured. The party 
elected to make its way around the 
patch and come out at the summit. 
[See Steve's photo, opposite page. 
Ed.] A few brave souls made it to the 
top of the observation tower where 
the view was first class, as was the 
wind. All gathered in the ski area hut 
-- totally enclosed — to enjoy the 
view and lunch in protected 
seclusion. As a result of the snow 
making, most, but not all, of the 
summit had a pronounced wintry 
appearance, leaving the impression 
that the mountain could not make up 
its mind whether to be in fall or 
winter attire. 

After lunch, Jerry Parker and his 
dog Dickens left us to return the 
same way, while the remaining 
fourteen and one dog set out for Mad 
Tom Notch. After a steep descent 
for the first hundred yards or so, the 
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trail undulates in a gentle fashion 
until, after some two-and-a-half 
miles, it has dropped some eight 
hundred feet to Mad Tom Notch. 
With leaves having long gone there 


are periodic good views to both east 
and west. 

Leaders Steve and Diana 
Williams, having previously spotted 
their Jeep at Mad Tom Notch, were 
able to carry five others back to the 


starting point. Sue Thomas and Ray 
Catozzi were then kind enough to 
return for the remaining seven who 
were making their way down the 
Mad Tom Notch Road towards Peru. 



Killington Section hikers near the top of Bromley. Left to right: Autumn, Winter 


Panoramic view from Black Mountain toward beautiful Lake George as 
enjoyed by Killington Section hikers on September 27, 2003. [A simulation. Ed.] 


- 9 - 





Volume 56, Number 4 


Smoke & Blazes 


November 2003 


Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. '03 - Feb. '04 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless otherwise 
stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and, for morning departures, bring a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footgear and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip; difficulty indicates steepness and footing. 
For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right. 


December 6 
Saturday 

Grandpa's Knob, Castleton 

Snowshoe or hike depending on conditions. Hike up the service road to the 
open summit, site of a wind generator that failed in the 1940s. Elevation 
gain of 1,000 feet. Easy hike; moderate snowshoe. Joint outing with the 
Breadloaf Section. Call leaders for meeting place and time. 

Gordon & Helen 

Cawood 

352-4310 

December 13 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 

Patch Hollow, Wallingford 

We'll follow the Long Trail north and branch off on the old road to Patch 
Hollow, take a short bushwhack around the beaver pond, visit home sites, 
and return by the long Trail over Bear Mountain. Possible additional trip to 
Button Hill from Patch Hollow. Moderate, 5 miles. Snowshoes may be 
needed. 

Herb Ogden 
775-1350 

hogden@adelphia.net 

January 3 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Merck Forest Ramble, Rupert 

Snowshoe or hike depending on conditions at this forest and farm preserve. 
Moderate 4 miles. Skiing may also be an option. Check with leaders for 
route planned. 

Steve & Diana 

Williams 

645-9529 

January 1 1 
Sunday 
10:00 AM 

Jockey Hill, Shrewsbury 

We'll ascend Shrewsbury's 2,650-foot Jockey Hill. Are the rocks at the 
peak an ancient Celtic site? Snowshoes or x-c skis. Five miles round trip; 
700-feet total elevation gain; moderate. 

Bard & Barry 

Griffith 

492-3573 

January 18 
Sunday 
10:00 AM 

Mystery Outing 

Call leaders for further information as the time draws near. 

Larry & Viv Walter 
775-3855 

January 25 
Sunday 
9:30 AM 

Bomoseen Hot Dog Roast 

Bring your own dogs; hot beverages provided. We’ll take a short to 
moderate snowshoe or hike to work up an appetite! 

Roma & Al Pulling 
773-6997 

February 7 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Galick Preserve, West Haven 

Enjoy hiking or snowshoeing on Nature Conservancy land overlooking the 
south end of Lake Champlain. Approximately 4 miles; moderate. 

Lynda Hutchins 
948-2770 

February 14 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Griffith Lake, Mount Tabor 

We'll travel easterly up the so-called Lake Trail, a nineteenth century 
carriage road to remote Griffith Lake, on snowshoes or x-c skis. Circa 
seven miles round trip, 1,000-feet elevation gain, a gradual but somewhat 
lengthy ascent. 

Bard & Barry 

Griffith 

492-3573 

February 2 1 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 

Tucker-Johnson Shelter, Mendon 

Snowshoe a 3.5-mile loop on the Long Trail. 

Andrea McQuade 
775-6273 

February 28 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

Chandler Ridge, Leicester 

Falls of Lana Trail to Silver Lake Trail to Chandler Ridge Trail to Minnie 
Baker Trail. We will spot cars for a one-way outing, about 7.5 miles. 
Moderate to difficult depending on weather and conditions. Good views. 

Mark & Connie 

Youngstrom 

492-3502 
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Killington Section Members, November 2003 

(* New member since August 2001) 


"Linda D Ames 


John & Janet Martin 

Rutland Town 

■Ronald G Anderson ... 

Wallingford 

"Jason Massey 

West Rutland 

"Valenda Applegarth 

Swampscott MA 

Jon & Kimberly Mathewson 

Middletown Springs 

Robert L Badger 

Potsdam NY 

"Dave Mathis & Lulu Anderson 


"Lynda & Jeff Baydin 

Morristown NJ 

Richard E Matteson 

Killington 

Vivian Be bee & Larry Walter 

Rutland 

Donald R McIntyre. M D 


"Eve Beglarian 

New York NY 

M Cecilia McMillen 

Ludlow 

C Stark Biddle 

Rutland 

"Andrea McQuade 

Rutland 

Joel Blumenthal 


‘Matthew S Mitchell 

Bloomfield CT 

Rev & Mrs. Robert B Boutwell 


■Richard C Mitchell 


"Karen Bowles 

Killington 

Kelly & Bruce Moreton 

Cuttingsville 

"Lyle J Breitkopf 

Teaneck NJ 

‘Dick Nelson 

White River Junction 

Jeffrey Breslow & Ginna Frantz 

Chicago IL 

•John Newman 


"Susan Carpenter 

Bethel 

Herbert G Ogden & Catherine Thomas 


‘Karen W. Cartier 


"Fran & Artie Oken 

Middletown Springs 

"Francisco Castillo 

Cuttingsville 

"Donna O'Malley 


Raymond Catozzi 

Rutland 

Gerald Parker 


Rachael W Charland 

Springfield MA 

Robert & Thelma Perkins 


"Dale Christie 


Mark J Pettrone 

Averill Park NY 

"Kerry Christler 

Sudbury 

Paul Pilcher 

Proctor 

"Norman Cohen 


Pat Pranger 

Wallingford 

George Conlon 

Rutland 

Ronald & Sarah Pulcer 


Dave & Clare Coppock & Family 

Rutland 

Alfred & Roma Pulling 

Rutland 

'Tom Copps 


John Rantanen & Susan Orzell 


Susan Corrigan 

Rehoboth MA 

"The Rayner Family 

Mendon 

•Alexander S Coulter 


"Jaclynne Reed 


"Gerard Coursey 


"Michele Reed 


"Deanna Cross 


George Reynolds 


"Marion Dane & Wilbur Abrams 

Pittsfield 

William T Robichaud 


Dr. & Mrs Robert P. Darrow 

Mendon 

"Steve Robinson 

Killington 

Kit Davidson 


"Craig J Roebuck 


Theresa L Davis & Janine F Small 

Pittsford 

Wally Rogers 


"Mark Decrease 

Rutland 

F John & Moira Romeo 


Walter F Deinzer 

Tinmouth 

Ellen B Russell 


Bernard G. Donahue 


"Paula Russell 

Rochester 

"Bruce E. Douglas 

Wallingford 

"Lora Salladm 

Cockeysville MD 

Janet Estelle & Don Kass 


"Donald Sandall 

Rutland 

Sarah Fearing 


"Judy Sauby 


‘Michael H Forster 


"Deborah Schoch 


Ruth Gibbud 

Rutland 

"Charlotte S Schwartz 


Frances Ginsberg 

Rye NY 

Marilyn Sheldon 


Zed Grande 


Jacob & Madeline Sherman 


Donald Green 


Joan Sibley 


Barry & Barbara Griffith 


B. Phillip & Linda Smith 

Fair Haven 

"John M & Til Hale 

Castleton 

Carlene P Smith 

Proctor 

"Anne M Hamilton 

West Hartford CT 

"Anthony Spiridakis 


Patricia K Hannegan 


"J Ross Stevenson 

Poultney 

Ruth Hare 


Lindsey & John Suddarth 


Lorraine Hawley 


Kevin Sweeney 

, Rutland 

"David W Higley 

Luflow 

"Kate H Taylor 


John & Nadine Horchner 


Cynthia Taylor-Miller 

Wallingford 

"Lynda M. Hutchins 

Orwell 

Sue Thomas 


Michael llyichenko 


"Mr & Mrs Doug Thome 

Killington 

"Steve Jackson & Family 


"Craig H & Dot Tomkinson 

... North Clarendon 

R Joseph Jalbert 


Jeffrey Trubisz 

Salem MA 

"Kay Jones 


Albert L. Tufano 

Cuttingsville 

"Linda M Jones 


"Deborah L. Waggett 

Fair Haven 

Robert & Sue Kancir 


Jane Walczykowski 

Shrewsbury 

"Andrew Kemp 


Carolyn Waldhauer 

Ludlow 

"David Kirk 


"Mary Lou Webster 


"Peter & David Kirk 


"Jennifer Wichland 

Rutland 

Ruth & Sandy Lamb 

Cleveland Heights OH 

Stephne & Diana Williams 

West Pawlet 

"Michele Landis 

Carlisle PA 

Joyce K Wilson 

Shrewsbury 

"Jill Lauren 

New York NY 

"Mark D Wilson 

Castleton 

John & Betty Little 

Rutland 

David P.Wright 

. Middletown Springs 

Shelley Lutz 


Connie & Mark Youngstrom 

Shrewsbury 

Sam Malkus 


Joan Zardus 

. . . Amesbury MA 

"David G. Marsh 

Proctor 

Maryellen Zizis 

Wilmington MA 

Davids S Martin 

McLean VA 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long, Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 

Individual 

Family 

Sen ior/Student/Volunteer 

Individual Lifetime 

Family Lifetime 



NAME: 

... $30 
... $40 

ADDRESS: 

....$20 


..$750 


$1000 

PHONE: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section’s 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, 

other. 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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On the trail to Mount Antone 



Annual meeting 
is set for April 24 

The Killington Section annual 
meeting and potluck supper will 
take place at 6 pm on Saturday, April 
24 at the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church on Hillside Avenue in 
Rutland. 

There will be openings for three 
new members on the Board of 
Directors. As specified in our bylaws, 
retiring directors Bob Perkins, Jake 
Sherman, and Connie Youngstrom 
are not eligible for reelcction after 
six consecutive years on the board. 
Nominations may be made from the 
floor at the meeting. 





Sue Thomas, Diana Williams, and Lynda Hutchins are ready to go 


See the Outing Schedule on 
page 3 for more information about 
the meeting. 


Directors meeting 

by Steve Williams, Acting Secretary 

A regular meeting of the 
Killington Section, Green Mountain 
Club Directors was held on 10 
February 2004 at Barry Griffith’s 
office in Rutland. 

Present 

Barbara Griffith, Herb Ogden, 
Roma Pulling, Bill Robichaud, Sue 
Thomas, Steve Williams, Connie 
Youngstrom, Barry Griffith, Al 
Pulling, Mark Youngstrom 

Approval of Minutes 


A motion was made, seconded 
and approved that the minutes of the 
October 23, 2003, meeting be 
approved as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Roma Pulling reported the 
current account balances to be: 


Checking Account $1,281.67 

Checks not deposited 303.75 

Savings Account 1,123.78 

CD 1396.43 

Kirk Fund Savings 1,145.36 

Kirk Fund CD’s 14,577.36 


The above figures are after 
payment of $2668 for the Bucklin 
Trail bridge and the material costs 


due to Gerry Parker for the Pico 
Camp privy. 

Roma also advised that the total 
section membership is 128 with 163 
voting members. 

Trails and Shelters Report 

Herb Ogden reported that at a 
recent Waterbury Trails and 
Shelters Committee meeting there 
had been discussion of making an 
emergency skimobile trail to provide 
access to the Bucklin Trail (uphill 
from the bridge and the anti ATV 
barricades) for use in lost skier 

Sec Meeting, page 8 
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Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 
Term expires in. 

2004 - *Rob Perkins 

“ * Jacob Sherman 

“ * Connie Youngstrom 

2005" Barbara Griffith 

“ * Bill Robichaud 

“ — Steve Williams 

2006 Andrea McQuade 

“ Roma Pulling 

* Sue Thomas 

# Second consecutive 3-year term. 

Not eligible for reelection. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary Jacob Sherman 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Sue Thomas 

“ Connie Youngstrom 

Smoke & Blazes Bob Perkins 

Trails fist Shelters Herb Ogden 

Web Site Deborah Waggett 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director - — - Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 


Contact Information: 


F ehmaiy 2004 


Vermontrivia 


It was suggested recently by Herb Ogden that it might be fun to 
include in Smoke & Blaze s some trivia questions on the subject of 
Vermont, the Green Mountains or, best of all, the Long Trail. We 
agree and are giving it a try. 

For starters Herb offered the following: 

QI. Which crossing of a large brook on a Killington Section 
trail is where no brook used to be? 

The following was inspired by a question put by Barry Griffith. 
Many of Vermont’s 251 towns share their names with large or well 
known cities elsewhere. There’s Berlin, Germany and Moscow; 
Russia; Dover England and Calais, France; Jericho and Bethel, 
Palestine; and Halifax and Windsor, Canada. Then, in the United 
States, there’s Hartford and New Haven, Connecticut; Springfield 
and Worcester, Massachusetts; Concord and Manchester, New 
Hampshire; Troy and Rochester, New York; Richmond and 
Arlington, Virginia; and Charlotte and Wilmington. North Carolina. 
All have like named Vermont towns. It goes on and on. Even Orange 
and Bakersfield, California. 

Q2. What is the largest (population) American city that 
shares its name with a Vermont town? 

Q2a. Name two states and four foreign countries that share 
their names with Vermont towns. 

In the early 1930s the Blue Triangle camp was built next to the 
brook near Gov. Clement shelter. It served until the late 1940s when 
it was disassembled and moved to the then pasture above Spring 
Lake where it became Spring Lake camp. In the 1950s it was moved 
again and became Sunnyside camp. 

Q3: Why was the old Blue Triangle camp so named? 

Answers will appear in the next issue of Smoke & Blazes. Let us 
know what you think. And please submit some posers. 


Web site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontcl.net 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Andrea McQuade, 36 Morse Place, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-6273, andrea6273@aol.com 

Herbert Ogden, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368, hogdcn@adelphia.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 

William Robichaud, 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Jacob Sherman, 48 Morse PL, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2784, jakesher56@hotmail.com 

Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejecp99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529.voorburg@sover.net 
Connie Youngstrom, Box 1160, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3502, marky@vermontel.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2004 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the cast end of the fire station at the times shown unless 
otherwise stated. Non members are welcome. Bring drinking water and. for morning departures, bring a 
lunch. Wear sturdy footgear and dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip; difficulty 
indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right. 


March 7 
Sunday 
10:00 AM 

March 14 
Sunday 
10 AM 

March 21 
Sunday 
9:30 AM 

April 3 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


April 10 
Saturday 


April 18 
Sunday 
9:00 AM 


April 24 
Saturday 
6:00 PM 


April 25 
Sunday 
1:00 PM 


Tamarack Notch to Brewers Corner, Mention 
Snowshoe, walk, or ski depending on conditions, along old roads and 
past McLaughlin Falls. Approximately 4.5 miles; moderate. 

Shrewsbury Bushwhack 

Snowshoe into the backcountry of Shrewsbury with an expert to look 
for animal tracks and signs. Three to four miles, moderate. 

Bomoseen Hot Dog Roast 

Bring your own dogs. Hot beverages provided. We’ll take a short to 
moderate snowshoe or hike to work up an appetite. 

Snake Mountain, Addison 

A short climb to an open summit and the site of an old hotel, circa 1870. 

Beautiful views of the Champlain valley and the Adirondacks. Moderate, 

3.6 miles, 900 feet elevation gain. 

Grandpas Knob, Castleton 

Hike up the service road to the open summit, site of a wind generator 
that failed in the 1940s. Easy uphill hike; elevation gain of 1,000 feet. A 
joint outing with the Breadloaf Section. Call leaders for meeting time 
and place. 

Merck Forest Traverse, Rupert 

Hike through the fields and woodlands and out the south end of the 
preserve. Approximately 6 miles, moderate. 

Killing Section Annual Meeting and Potluck Supper 
Come to the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in 
Rutland. Bring a generous sized dish to share and your own place 
setting. Hot drinks will be provided. After a short business meeting we’ll Sue Thomas 
have a slide presentation on the historic Long Trail Lodge by Dave 773-2185 

Wright. Located across the road from the present Inn at Long Trail, the 
Lodge was owned and operated by the Green Mountain Club until 1955. 

Non members welcome! 

Patch Hollow, Wallingford 

Join us for a jaunt into history at the site of a long-gone mountain Barb & Barry 

settlement, and hear the story of a grizzly murder that occurred there. A Griffith 
good introductory hike for new members. About 4 miles, easy to 492-3573 

moderate. 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


Jerry Parker 
747-4439 


Roma & Al Pulling 
773 6997 


John Hale 
273-2293 


Gordon & Helen 
C a wood 
352-4310 

Larry & Viv 

Walter 

775-3855 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2004 

Schedule continued from previous page. 


May 2 
Sunday 
9:00 AM 


May 8 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Bristol Bushwhack 

We’ll be mostly bushwhacking through the woods, rewarded with nice 
views, beaver dams, wildlife, and a really big rock. Moderate, 5 miles. 


Jerry Parker 
775 6208 


Long Trail Spring Clearing 

All are welcome to join us for our annual cleanup and maintenance, 

preparing the trail for the summer hiking season. We’ll clear water bars. Herb Ogden 

trim brush, and cut blowdowns on the lower elevations. Bring work 775- 1350 

gloves and sturdy shoes. Tools provided. Have fun while doing a good 

deed! 


May 16 
Sunday 
1:00 PM 


May 22 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Wildflower Identification Hike 

We’ll go wherever the woodland flowers are most plentiful and identify Barb Griffith 
as many as we can. A slow-paced, leisurely hike, to “stop and smell the 492-3573 
flowers". Call for location. 


Appalachian Trail, Barnard 

We’ll hike to the Lookout and the Pinnacle for views of the White ^ Thomas 

Mountains and our home mountains, Killington and Pico. Lunch will be ^ 
at Winturi Shelter, named for a former Killington Section member. Then 
on to another fine view of Mount Ascutney. Moderate, 5 miles. 


May 29 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 
Rain Date 5/30 


Pittsford Recreational Trails 

Hike south from Arch Street on the Meadow Loop Trail. |oint the „ ^ 

Cadwell Trail along Furnace Brook down to Otter Creek. Loop around ^006 

the short Phillips Trail, then up across Elm Street and down to rejoin the 
Meadow Loop Trail back to Arch Street. Moderate 5 miles. 


June 5 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


June 6 
Sunday 
9:30 AM 


National Trails Day - Upper Elevation Work Party 

All across the country folks will be out today volunteering their time to 

maintain hiking trails. Join the Green Mountain Club in out spring Herb Ogden 

cleanup on the Long/Appalachian Trail on Killington and Pico for a day 775-1350 

of fun in the woods and worthwhile accomplishments. All welcome. 

Bring work gloves and sturdy shoes. Tools provided. 


Amity Pond, Pomfret 

Hike through woodlands and upland pastures to a small pond and some 
nice views. Easy to moderate, 3 miles. 


Roma & A1 

Pulling 

773-6997 


Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting, East Burke 
June 11-13 Business meeting, entertainment, an early morning bird walk, a 

Friday-Sunday mountain bike ride and a variety of hikes to choose from. See your Long 
Trail News or the club web site for details: greenmountainclub.org 


Want to lead a hike? 

Our outing schedule is coordinated by Sue Thomas (773-2185) and Connie Youngstrom (492-3502). The 
summer schedule will include June through August. To make a suggestion or to get your favorite outing on the 
schedule, give Sue or Connie a call before May 1. Please don’t wait till the last minute. 
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Outing Reports 

Feeder Canal History Ramble 

15 November 2003 
by Sue Thomas, Leader 

The Killington Section came 
thru last fall’s hunting season 
unscathed and well fed, thanks to 
happy coincidence and a band of Red 
Coats. We began our history hike on 
a piece of the Feeder Canal bike path 
in Ford Edward, NY, which winds 
easily alongside the remnants of the 
old Champlain Canal, begun in 1817 
to provide access for freight and 
passenger boats from Lake 
Champlain to the Hudson River 



On the Feeder Canal 


The Canal opened in 1822, 
linking the St.. Lawrence River with 
New York City and enabling 
shipping of lumber, marble, and 
produce from the North Country to 
the busy port for the next 100 years. 
We enjoyed exploring the remains of 
the limestone locks and stopped for 
lunch by “The Five Combines”, a 
series of locks which each lifted or 
lowered a canal boat about 11 feet in 
order to negotiate a 55 foot change in 
elevation. Someone commented that 
a time machine would come in handy 
so that we could actually see it as it 


Smoke & Blazes 

was. That's exactly what we got at 
our next stop, the visitors center on 
Rogers Island, when we arrived to 
find a detachment of Revolutionary 
War era British soldiers occupying 
the site! 

.We got a much more cordial 
welcome than a band of “Green 
Mountain Boys" should expect. In 
fact we were ushered in for 
refreshments and the debut 
screening of a filmed reenactment of 
the Battle of Saratoga. (It debuted 
there because apparently no space in 
Saratoga could be found large 
enough to accommodate the 1400 
costumed reenactors, horses, and 
cannons, so the film was shot in a 
Fort Edward farm field.) 

Far from being sore losers, the 
Red Coats cheerfully shared their 
popcorn and explained the uses of 
their period equipment. Perhaps 
they didn’t fully understand our 
enemy status, thrown off no doubt 
by the familiar accents of Steve and 
Diana. We decided not to press our 
luck in the face of bayonets and 
retreated back to the bike path, this 
time a section in Glens Falls that 
follows the Hudson River. 
Interpretive signs explain that the 
caves in James Fennimore Cooper’s 
“Last of the Mohicans" are hidden 
behind the powerful waterfalls 
where the trail begins. 

Having returned to Rutland 
unperforated by either hunters’ 
bullets or musket balls, I say the day 
was a success. 

Postscript: My brochure 

detailing the history of the Feeder 
Canal, which was nowhere to be 
found the day of the hike, has 
resurfaced after an extensive 
archeological dig in my office. I’d be 
happy to copy it for anyone 
interested. 

Grandpas Knob 

6 December 2003 

by Gordon & Helen Cawood, leaders 


February 20 04 

Winter storm warnings 
prompted us to cancel this trip. 
Judging from the news reports a foot 
or more of snow fell in the Castleton 
area. Belgo Brook Road would have 
been a bad place to be stuck. There 
were five parties from Killington (six 
or more people) planning to hike, 
four parties (six people) from Bread 
Loaf and two other folk. 

We promised our callers that 
the hike would be rescheduled. 

Patch Hollow from the South 

13 December 2003 
by Herb Ogden, leader 

Ten people turned out on a 
beautiful mid December day for a 
loop hike from the Wallingford Gulf 
Road (Vt. 140) to Patch Hollow. 
Because the Wallingford Gulf 
t railhead parking lot on the Long 
Trail is not plowed, we left our cars 
at a plowed pull off about half a mile 
west and walked back up through 
the wildest part of the gulf. 
Observing it at pedestrian rather 
than automobile speed, one can see 
why building a road through it was 
quite a challenge, and therefore why 
the first road between Wallingford 
and East Wallingford was the 
topographically less challenging Bear 
Mountain Road, which the Long 
Trail crosses 0.6 miles north of the 
Wallingford Gulf Road. 

This was an ideal snowshoeing 
day. A day’s rain had shrunk the foot 
and a half of fluffy stuff that fell the 
previous weekend into about half a 
foot of crunchy, but not icy, firm 
snow. Soon we were inspecting 
what appears to be a bam 
foundation just to the east of the 
trail. The Griffiths said they had 
looked around for a house 
foundation but found none. We 
crossed the Bear Mountain Road and 
crunched our way up the first 
switchbacks to the old road from the 
Bear Mountain Road north to Patch 
Hollow, described in the article the 
Griffiths quoted in the February 
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2002 Smoke & Blazes. At the south 
end of the hollow, the old road seems 
to disappear under the water of 
Patch Brook, which beavers have 
triple dammed. There was much 
sign of beaver activity along the 
shore of the big beaver pond. We 
stopped for lunch and sat on a 
beaver-chewed tree trunk while 
Barry Griffith read us the article 
about the failed tarring and 
feathering attempt of 1831 that left 
one of the would-be tarrers and 
feathcrcrs dead in the cabin at the 
north end of the hollow. 



Barry Griffith reads 
The Legend of Patch Hollow 


Occasionally following wood 
roads or the old Patch Hollow Road, 
and occasionally bushwhacking to 
stay away from steep shoreline, we 
found a small cellar hole in a flattish 
field with very old apple and maple 
trees. According to the same article, 
this would have been home to one of 
the Patch families in the 1830s. At 
the head of the hollow, we looked at 
the cellar hole of the cabin where the 
1831 killing occurred, admired the 
view south, and rejoined the Long 
Trail for the hike south over Bear 
Mountain. Some of the rock steps 
were a little icy, but the hike up the 
mountain was beautiful, and the hike 
down was easy. 

We saw numerous tracks of 
deer and small canines, but the only 
animals we saw were some crows. 
We were pleased to see no ATV 
tracks. 


Mount Antone in Winter 

3 January 2003 

by Steve and Diana Williams, leaders 

Misty, icy, wet, foggy, fun, 
invigorating, slippery, slushy, snowy, 
opaque. 

These were the adjectives put 
forward by the four participants (the 
leaders having been joined by Sue 
Thomas and Lynda Hutchins) to 
describe the outing. Bill Lucas 
prudently decided that the ice 
underfoot provided a real safety 
hazard as opposed to a mere 
challenge and did not participate 
after the first quarter of a mile. He 
then retired to the Merck Forest 
Visitor Center where he produced 
some fine artwork on the 
blackboard. He did, however, receive 
credit from the Rutland Herald for 
starting, as their reporter, Gordon 
Dritschilo, did his research for his 
article (in the January 4th issue) 
before rather than after the outing. 

The original scheme was to use 
snowshoes, but with the rain and 
thawing of the previous week, boots 
alone were decided upon. However, 
given that the cleats on snowshoes 
would have helped, but that the trail 
was in places bare, there is no clear 
answer as to whether snowshoes 
would have been the better option. 

Having put forward the 
adjectives above, there is not much 
more to be said, except that “opaque" 
refers to the view obtained from the 
summit of Mount Antone, at which 
time the party was enveloped in 
mist. A vote on the optimum lunch 
spot was unanimous in favor of the 
heat in the Visitor Center. 

From the leaders' perspective, it 
was a positive group whose 
members took all the vicissitudes of 
the day and the trail in their strides. 

Perhaps the spirit of the day is 
best summed up by Lynda’s 
comment to the Rutland Herald 'It 
was between this and doing my 
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special ed paperwork. This sounded 
more exciting. I really live for 
hiking.' 

Jockey Hill 

lljanuary 2004 

by Barbara & Barry Griffith, leaders 

We awoke at 5 AM wondering 
whether this trip would be canceled. 
It was 20 below, the fourth subzero 
night in a row. We reread the recent 
newspaper article in which Sue 
Thomas assured readers that 
Killington Section hikers go out in 
all kinds of weather, even subzero 
temperatures. We put another log in 
the stove and waited. 

The hiking gods were kind. By 
10 AM it was 40 degrees warmer. 
We assembled 14 hikers eager to 
shake off cabin fever. We headed off 
to Shrewsbury, and our trailhead by 
the Tin Shanty Camp. We struck out 
heading north on an old road, which 
sees most use these days as a 
snowmobile trail. The recent cold 
snap had left it ice-covered. We were 
alone. Along the way, Jerry Parker 
and Bill Holt helped us to 
identify tracks of deer, moose, 
bobcat, fisher cat, coyote, weasel and 
more. What an abundance of 
wildlife! 



The Rock-on-the-Rock 


The snowmobile trail passes 
around Jockey Hill to the north, 
coming out at Gov. Clement Shelter. 
We instead struck out and began a 
bushwhack to the summit. The snow 
was compressed, making snowshoe 
use optional. The climb was not easy, 
but not that long. We arrived at the 
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top and our goal -- the rock on the 
rock. 

There are those who believe 
that the Celts were some of the first 
settlers in Vermont. Years ago we 
were told that the 'Rock on the 
Rock' is one of these ancient sites, 
and that at the Summer Solstice the 
sun shines through between the 
rocks. Taking a compass reading the 
rocks do point directly north and 

south So, with a stretch of the 

imagination one can see the sun 
shining through at the next solstice. 

After lunch we headed down to 
the snowmobile trail below, heading 
over a slightly alternate route. Back 
to our vehicles and pictures atop the 
ice sculpture, then onward home. 

Eagle Rock 

18 January 2004 

Larry Walter and Viv Beebe, leaders 

Our destination was Eagle Rock 
and other mysterious parts in 
Castleton, Vermont. Eagle Rock is 
due east of Beebe Pond and Vt.. 30. 

Because of prior scheduling 
conflicts, this was our second 
attempt to climb Eagle Rock. We 
were rewarded with favorable 
weather and a thumbs up from the 
local land owner. 

We had a good turnout of 11 
hardy souls. All parties successfully 
cleared a small logging operation at 
the starting point and scaled the 
introductory pitch. The group then 
patiently waited while their leader 
located the lookout. Although it was 
not a crystal clear day, we had a nice 
view to the west and northwest to 
Beebe Pond, Echo Lake, and part of 
Lake Hortonia. Lunchtime was 
spent watching the ice fisherman 
and a couple folks on a hand 
groomed skating rink. A small 
glitch: Sue failed to feed my 

addiction to trail brownies. 

The next leg involved some 
cross country hiking to the northeast 


with a couple decent vistas, 
eventually dropping back down 
though an old Christmas tree farm to 
Ganson Hill Road, and an old, 
abandoned camp. All of us, save for 
four, chose the shorter alternative 
and returned via the road to our 
parking spot. Those remaining 
continued cross-country to the 
northeast onto a ledge with a nice 
view to the west. Had we continued 
on out that ridge, we would have 
eventually rimmed out with a view 
over High Pond. It was at this point, 
however, that an alert member of the 
bunch (not me) remembered that at 
least one vehicle had been blocked in 
by one of our cars. So we 
sprint/slogged back to the point of- 
beginning only to discover that our 
land locked companions had 
somehow managed to fit a full sized 
automobile through a space the size 
of a Wal-Mart shopping basket. It 
was just as well that we headed back 
a little early, since the sun was 
getting a bit low in the sky. All told, 
most everyone had a good time. Our 
“most inspirational” award goes to 
Jerry's canine friend, Dickens. 

Should anyone wish to access 
Eagle Rock in the future, your 
contact is a nice fellow named Phil 
Marcell at 468-5238, in Castleton. 

Hike and Wiener Roast 

25 January 2004 
by Roma Pulling, leader 

What a difference a year makes! 
On January 25, 2003, we were at 
Gifford Woods with 19 hikers 
enjoying ideal snowshoeing 
conditions at 22 degrees, followed by 
a fantastic cookout. This year on 
January 25 we woke up to 13 degrees 
below zero. Conditions like that 
could be detrimental to anyone with 
health problems; so I told several 
people if they wanted to come to this 
neighborhood 1 would show them 
where to snowshoe and we could 
have a hot dog roast in the house 
afterward. 


Not really expecting anyone to 
be waiting for us, we drove to the 
park in the morning and met one 
hiker! When we told him the new 
arrangement, he went along with it. 
We picked him up after his walk 
near the old city reservoir and 
brought him back to our house. We 
enjoyed sitting by the fireplace and 
then cooked our hot dogs in the 
microwave. Serving chips, hot 
chocolate and cookies to fill out the 
menu, we had a very pleasant social 
time. 

See you in the spring, or at least 
in springlike weather. 

Griffith Lake 

14 February 2004 

by Barbara & Barry Griffith, leaders 

In the late nineteenth century 
the hills of Mt. Tabor were the 
personal fiefdom of Silas Griffith. In 
his glory days Vermont's first 
millionaire owned nine sawmills and 
at least three dozen charcoal kilns, 
employing more than 600 people. 
Griffith was an avid trout fisherman. 
To indulge his passion Griffith 
erected a 'clubhouse' on the remote 
pond on the Long Trail which now 
bears his name. That project 
included construction of a carriage 
road, at no little expense, to bring 
guests and supplies from Danby 
village to his Griffith Lake summer 
home. 

On Valentine's Day a dozen of 
us (plus Dickens) assembled to make 
the 3.5 mile ascent up the old 
carriage road, now called the Lake 
Trail. We were pleased to find the 
parking lot plowed and a snowshoe 
trail set before us. As we gained 
elevation we were rewarded by 
views of the marble quarry on Dorset 
Mountain to the west, and the 
Vermont Valley spread out below. By 
the time we reached McGinn Brook 
we were breaking our own trail, 
surprised by the amount of new 
snow at these higher elevations. We 
were pleased to have new Section 
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members Chuck and Gail Heifer join 
us for their first hike with the Club, 
and gratefully acknowledge their 
yeoman trail breaking work! After 
pausing for lunch, we finally made it 
over the ridge, joined up with the 
Long Trail and followed it the short 
remaining distance to our 
destination. 

Frozen Griffith Lake welcomed 
us. We scanned the Green 
Mountains further to the east, 
identifying Peru and Styles Peaks. 
We chatted with some 
amiable riders who had arrived here 
via the snowmobile corridor which 
runs north and south through the 
Rig Branch Wilderness. We then bid 
adieu, comforted by the knowledge 
that our return trip was downhill, on 
a well set trail. After seven miles and 
six hours we arrived back at our 
vehicles, where we conversed with 
some other returning hikers before 
hitting the road. Dickens 
immediately fell asleep in the car, all 


of us tired but satisfied to have spent 
a good day in the great outdoors! 

Buckner Preserve 

7 February 2004 
by Lynda Hutchins, leader 

After some last minute 
jostlingfshould we stay or should we 
go?), and several changes of plan 
around the mixed bag of 
precipitation, ten of us stalwart 
(foolhardy?) snowshoers crammed 
into two vehicles to brave the 
minimally plowed West Haven road 
leading to the Galick Farm. The 
trailhead was covered in virgin snow, 
but not to worry, we put some of our 
crowd to work shoveling out the 
parking area. 

The 2.5- mile trek though the 
hills, fields, and forests of the Helen 
W. Buckner Memorial Preserve at 
Bald Mountain (at 3,400 acres, the 
largest and most ecologically diverse 
nature preserve The Nature 
Conservancy owns in Vermont) gave 


us commanding views of the 
peninsula. Though several in our 
party appeared to be disappointed 
we did not come upon the likes of 
the peregrine falcon nor the eastern 
timber rattlesnake (some of the rare 
species that can be found at the 
Preserve, season permitting!), we 
were able to appreciate how the 
Poultney River sweeps the peninsula 
on the east, and Lake Champlain on 
the west and south. 

The weather gods eventually 
smiled upon us and the sun even 
graced us with his presence. 
Although the trip leader had 
forgotten some of the more 
challenging aspects of the trail (there 
were no steep, ice-covered rock 
masses in the fall!), most of the eager 
participants managed to return with 
no other infirmities than wet 
buttocks. 


Meeting, continued from page 1 

emergencies. From discussion it 
appeared that there were no strong 
views pro or con. It was agreed that 
Herb Ogden will invite Gary 
Salmon of Vt. Forests, Parks 6a 
Recreationice to our summer 
directors’ meeting to discuss the 
matter. Related ideas considered 
were to place maps on trees 
adjacent to the Bucklin Trail 
(which is the route many lost skiers 
take) and leasing a rescue sled 
somewhere on, or close to, the trail. 

Herb presented the idea of 
having toolboxes located at certain 
high elevation points, containing 
hoes and pry bars in particular. This 
idea was supported and Herb was 
requested to look into it further. 

Waterbury staff will be 


working on the permit for a new 
shelter between Governor Clement 
and Cooper Lodge during 2004 
(though it is not clear if 
construction is scheduled for 2005 
or later). 

There is an open question of 
whether a bridge should be 
recommended to the Waterbury 
HQ for Gould Stream (on the LT 
between the Upper and Lower Cold 
River Roads). This point needs 
further consideration. 

Herb will contact Pete 
Ketchum (Waterbury) to see if the 
state can be persuaded to dig a 
drainage trench round the Route 4 
LT trailhead parking lot. 

Requirements for Chain Saw use 
in Appalachian Trail Corridor 

Steve Williams reported from 


his attendance at a Waterbury 
meeting (see below) that it 
appears that user certification 
requirements will indeed be in 
force and that all should be 
prepared for it. Herb reported 
that some study is being made of 
the possibility of a shortened 
certification process for long time 
experienced chain saw users. 

Next Outing Schedule 

Sue Thomas reported that 
this is well in hand with no 
shortage of willing outing leaders. 

Next Smoke & Blazes 

(Pre meeting) Bob Perkins 
advised that this is well in hand. 
A request was made to Bob to 
include the Section’s website 
address on the schedule page. 
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Publicity Panel 

Post Meeting Note.Andrea 
McQuade reports that she continues 
to search for a downtown location 
for the promotional panels she has 
prepared and is cautiously 
optimistic about finding a good 
location shortly. 

Governor Clement Shelter Update 

Norm Cohen and Rebecca Price 
arc working on a draft ordnance to 
put before the Shrewsbury 
selectmen. Barry Griffith will 
contact them to check on progress 
and, as soon as it is available, provide 
an opportunity for the directors and 
others (in the section) interested to 
review it. 

In the longer term, should the 
ordnance not prove effective, then 
probably the shelter will have to be 
abandoned and the trail relocated. 
In this event a local skimobile club 
could well take over the shelter. 

Annual General Meeting 

Post Meeting Note: The 

selected date is April 24' 1 ' for which 
date Sue has reserved the Lutheran 
Church hall and is also arranging a 
speaker. 

Report on the GMC Watcrbury 
Directors’ January 24 Meeting 


Being unable to attend on the 
revised meeting date Lynda 
Hutchins presented comprehensive 
meeting notes. From these Steve 
highlighted: 

The impending GMC budget 
deficit for 2004/2005 of 
$45,000; 

The high costs of the new 
headquarters plan 

($965,000*), 

The planned work on the 
Lamoille bridge during 2004, 
and 

The annual general meeting 
planned for June 1113 at Burke 
Mountain. 

Report on participation in GMC 
Waterbury Volunteers’ Focus 
Group meeting. 

Steve highlighted the following 
points from the meeting: 

Consideration is being given 
to the formation of specialist 
teams for certain tasks such as 
rock clearing and drainage 
(bridges and shelters being 
already adequately covered). 

Many participants thought 
that a build up to work days 
and the possibility of some 
socialization before or after is 


worthwhile 

Several participants reported 
success with having a 
representative at EMS club 
days to be worthwhile. (Based 
on this observation the 
section will try to participate 
on the planned April 24/25 
club days). 

EMS has been willing to kick 
in $500 per project on certain 
trail days. 

Website 

Steve reported that from recent 
review this appeared to be working 
well; also that there is a link to the 
Waterbury website. 

Next Meeting 

Annual general meeting will be, 
April 24 th , at the Lutheran Church 
HaU. 

Other Business 

After discussion of the benefits 
of Rutland Herald publicity. Sue was 
requested to notify Steve of any 
outings (e.g. Patch Hollow) where 
there is a story with either historical 
or other potentially newsworthy 
element, whereupon Steve will 
contact the Herald to see if he can 
induce coverage of the outing. 



Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME 

Individual 

$30 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

$40 


Senior/Student/Volunteer 

$20 


Individual Lifetime 

$750 


Family Lifetime 

$1000 

PHONE: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section’s 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work. sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education, other. 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 






Killinqton Section elects three new Directors 


John Hale 


Lynda Hutchins 


Cynthia Taylor-Miller 


Former Killington Section Directors Bob Perkins, Jake Sherman, and Connie Youngstrom retire due to term limits after 
six years service. A full report of the April 24 th annual meeting and potluck supper begins on page 8. 


Rolston Roost razed; replacement to be raised 


Located on the Long Trail five miles north of 
Sherburne Pass, just beyond the area assigned to the 
Killington Section, Rolston Roost Shelter (aka Rolston 
Rest), built in 1966, had seen many porcupines and better 
days. Supervised by Dave Hardy, GMC Director of Field 
Programs, and coordinated by Marge Fish of the 
Manchester Section, groups of volunteers demolished the 
structure and on 21 April applied a torch to the remains. 

Later this summer a new shelter will be 
constructed on the same site. On the weekend of July 
30/31 materials will be brought in and the foundation will 
be laid. The next weekend, August 7/8, Rolston Roost II 
will be built. 

Volunteers are needed. Anyone wishing to help on 
any of these dates is asked to contact Marge Fish for 
information and directions. Phone: 802-824-3662 or. as 
she prefers, email: tortoise@sover.net. 



Dave Hardy monitors the bum 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
killington Section. 
Green Mountain Club 


VermontrOxLa/ 

In the February issue we asked: 


Librarians. lakr nolr: The February 2004 issue of 
Smoke Mazes was incorrectly designated as 
I olume 56. Actually, it is Volume 57. S'umber I. 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 

2006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 

2007 John Hale 

“ Lynda Hutchins 


“ Cynthia Taylor-Miller 

‘Second consecutive 3-year term. 

Not eligible for re-election. 
Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 


Ql.Whieh crossing of a large brook on a Killington Section trail is where 
no brook used to be? 

Al. The lower crossing of Brewers Brook on the Bucklin Trail. The brook 
flowed south into Eddy Brook until it was rerouted to provide water for Rutland 
City. (Herb Ogden). 

Q2. What is the largest (population) American city that shares its name 
with a Vermont town? 

A2.The expected wrong answer was Washington. DC (572,059). One out-of- 
state reader, not appreciative of the Vermont distinction between town and 
village, proposed Jacksonville. FL (735.617). Our answer: Baltimore. MD 
(651.154). (Barry Griffith). 

Q2a. Name two states and four foreign countries that share their names 
with Vermont towns. 

A2a.The states: Washington and Georgia. The countries: Holland, Jamaica. 
Peru and - drum roll -- Georgia, a country since 1991. 

Q3. Why was the old Blue Triangle camp so named? 

A3. The camp, built about 1932 at a cost of $550. was a gift of the Blue 
Triangle Club of the State YMCA whose emblem is based on a blue triangle. 
Girls clubs from around the state, including one at Rutland’s Longfellow 
School, contributed to the cost. The Blue Triangle was the only GMC shelter 
seriously damaged by the great hurricane and flood of 1938 and was 
disassembled soon thereafter. 

Here’s another trivia question: Vermont's first footpath in the wilderness was 
the venerable Crown Point Road, carved out during the French & Indian War in 
1 759 as a supply line between Fort No. 4 (NH) and Crown Point (NY). 

Q4. In what Vermont town does the route of the Crown Point Road 
intersect the Long Trail? (Barry Griffith). 


Web master Deborah Waggett 

Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 

John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, john@lighters.com 

Lynda Hutchins. 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell. VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Andrea McQuade. 36 Morse Place, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-6273, andrea6273@aol.com 

Herbert Ogden, 20 Birchwood Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, (H)775-1350, (W)775-3368. hogden@adelphia.net 

Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, ral.37@juno.com 

William Robichaud, 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Cynthia Taylor-Miller, 337 Easy St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, waggett@aol.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - Aug. 2004 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless otherwise 
stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy footgear and dress for weather 
changes. Distances are approximate round trip: difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For more information about a 
trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right. 

National Trails Day — Upper Elevation Work Party 


June 5 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 

All across the country folks will be out today volunteering their time to 
maintain hiking trails. Join the Green Mountain Club in out spring 
cleanup on the Long/Appalachian Trail on Killington and Pico for a day 
of fun in the woods and worthwhile accomplishments. All welcome. 
Bring work gloves and sturdy shoes. Tools provided. 

Herb Ogden 
775-1350 

June 6 
Sunday 
9:30 am 

Amity Pond, Pomfrct 

Hike through woodlands and upland pastures to a small pond and some 
nice views. Easy to moderate, 3 miles. 

Roma & A1 

Pulling 

773-6997 

June 11-13 
Friday-S unday 

Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting, East Burke 

Business meeting, entertainment, an early morning bird walk, a mountain 
bike ride and a variety of hikes to choose from. See your Long Trail 
News or the club web site for details: greenmountainclub.org 

Sec your 
Long Trail News 

June 19 
Saturday 
1 :00 PM 
rain date 6/20 

Fourteenth Annual Taconic Mountain Ramble, Hubbardton 

Massive cliffs, rolling meadows, mountain peaks with views north, 
south, east, and west, a Japanese garden full of waterfalls, plus other 
goodies. Wine and cheese afterward. Easy to moderate, '/i to 3 miles. 
Walkers can leave the group at several points and wait on the ;lawn for 
the rest. Bring no lunch. 

Kit Davidson 
273-2982 

June 20 
Sunday 
10:00 am 

Otter Creek Kayak or Canoe 

An easy to moderate day on the Creek. Bring lunch, water, and 
sunscreen. Call leaders for location and more information. 

Barb Griffith 
492-3573 
Lynda Hutchins 
948-2770 

June 26 
Saturday 
9:00 am 

Pico Loop, Killington 

Hike up to Pico Camp via the “old” Long Trail and descend via the 
current trail past Churchill Scott Shelter. Moderate, 6 miles with some 
steep climbing. 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 

June 27 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

Bike Trip, Middlebury 

Gently rolling terrain for 16.7 miles past waterfalls, covered bridges and 
the Morgan Horse Farm. 

Larry & Viv 

Walter 

775-3855 

July 10 
Saturday 
8:00 am 

Long Trail - Sucker Brook to Mount Horrid, Goshen 

Follow the Long Trail south along a ridge with many vistas, to Brandon 
Gap where we hope to see Peregrine Flacons. Moderate, 6.5 miles. 

Barb & Barry 

Griffith 

492-3573 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - Aug 2004 

Schedule continued from previous page. 


July 1 1 
Sunday 
1 :00 pm 


Children’s Adventure Scries 

A short, easy hike for the entire family. 


Jerry Parker 
775-6208 


July 17 Long Trail - Skyline Lodge to Middlebury Gap 

Saturday We’ll cross the summits of Battell Mountain, Mt. Boyce, Kirby Peak, Sue Thomas 

8:30 am and Burnt Hill as we traverse this range in the Breadloaf Wilderness. 773-2185 

Rain date 7/1 8 Moderate, 7.5 miles with some climbing. 


July 24 
Saturday 
9:00 am 
rain date 7/25 


Black Mountain, New York 

We'll go up the main trail from the east that we came down on last year. Ray Catozzi 
Then down last year’s up trail past two ponds and shelters. Moderate, 5 773-3006 

miles with some steep climbing. 


July 31 Long Trail, Mendon 

Saturday Follow the Long and Appalachian Trails in the Deer Leap area. 

9:00 am Moderate 4 to 5 miles. 


Andrea McQuade 
775-5104 


August 7 
Saturday 
10:00 am 


Walk the Old Roads of Bridgewater 

About 5 miles along abandoned roads near Ragged Hill and Raymond 
Hill. Some vistas and the parklike remains of an old farm. Moderate. 


Herb Ogden 
775-1350 


August 14 Otter Creek Kayak or Canoe, Proctor to Florence 

Saturday Float past farmland and covered bridges. 

9:00 am 


Jerry Parker 
775-6208 


Aug 21 
Saturday 
9:00 am 


August 29 
Sunday 
10:00 am 


Haystack Mountain, Pawlet 

We’ll climb to the summit for a spectacular view of the Mettawec River 
valley and soaring hawks and falcons, then traverse the historic Tunket 
Road. Moderate, 4 to 5 miles with some climbing. 


Steve & Diana 

Williams 

645-9529 


Tree Identification Hike, Mendon 

We’ll spend the day in the Aitken State Forest with expert Gary Salmon 
of the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation learning to Sue Thomas 
identify native species and discussing natural sequencing and stand 773-2185 

replacement. Moderate terrain; some climbing possible. 


September 1 1 
Saturday 


Mount Carmel, Pittsfield 

Joint hike with the Breadloaf Section. We’ll hike to the Long Trail from Gordon & Helen 
the Pittsfield side, then climb to the summit, site of a former fire tower. Cawood 
Moderate, 6 miles. Some steep climbing on an unmaintained trail. Call 352-4310 
leaders for meeting time and place. 


Want to lead a hike? Our outing schedule is coordinated by Outings Chair Sue Thomas (773-2185). The 
fall schedule will include September through November. To make a suggestion or to get your favorite outing on 
the schedule, give Sue a call before August 1. Please don’t wait till the last minute. 
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Outing 'Reports 

Tucker-Johnson Shelter 

2 1 February. 2004 
By Andrea McQuade. leader 

A group of new and veteran 
club members snowshoed from 
Route 4 to Tucker-Johnson Lodge on 
a wintry day. We had to break trail 
in some places, but overall the snow 
depth was manageable. After eating 
lunch at the Lodge, we decided to 
venture a little further on and headed 
for a lookout site recommended to us 
by other hikers we met on the trail. 
Light snow fell during parts of the 
trip, and our mascot, Dickens, made 
sure we kept up a good pace. 

Ice Capades in Mendon 

7 March 2004 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

Mother Nature played a nasty 
trick on us the week before our early 
March hike from Tamarack Notch to 
Brewers Corner - several warm, 
sunny days followed by a freeze 
turned the old road we planned to 
follow into a skating rink. Many a 
graceful double axel and spin were 
executed as we made our way up the 
icy hill, and the thought of the long 
slide down the other side filled us 
with dread. Luckily the far side of 
the hill seemed to be in a different 
climate zone, and soft snow made the 
descent uneventful. We stopped for 
lunch at McLaughlin Falls before 
joining the Catamount Trail for the 
final leg to Brewers. 



Late winter shadows 
above McLaughlin Falls 


Lake Bomoseen Cookout 

21 March 2004 
By Roma Pulling, leader 

We have fired our weatherman! 

I mean, after delivering life- 
threatening cold temperatures the 
first time we attempted this outing, 
weren't we due nice sunny, warm 
conditions? But no, we got rain, 
sleet and snow. He/she is history. 
One potential hiker was even driven 
back home by slippery driving 
conditions on the mountain. 



Al Pulling 

"Doin' what comes naturally" 

Nevertheless, seven people 
turned out and we got on with it. At 
the state park we occupied a shelter 
with a nearby grill before starting a 
hike on the Bomoseen Loop with 
Jerry and Dickens as leaders. We 
encountered light rain intermittently 
but were well bundled and took it in 
stride. There was some bare ground 
and a few patches of snow and no 
need to wear snowshoes. At one 
point we had a nice view of Glen 
Lake as we proceeded through the 
woods. 

Back at the shelter, Alfred had a 
fire started, and we roasted hot dogs 
and enjoyed a great lunch with the 
hot cocoa and coffee provided by the 
Section. As we rested comfortably 
under the shelter roof, we could 
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thumb our noses at a sleet storm 
outside. Our schedule afforded an 
early return home so that we were 
able to arrive safely before the 
snowstorm and slippery roads that 
occurred later that day. 

Snake Mountain 

3 April 2004 
By John Hale, leader 

We had the Club’s oldest 
associate with us: 98 years old, not 
many teeth, but four legs and 
indefatigable. Dickens by name. We 
also had our share of mud on the old 
summit carriage road going up Snake 
Mountain. 

It’s named Snake Mountain 
because of the serpentine shape of 
the ridge rather than its denizens; and 
we followed the ridge past the tiny 
Red Rocks Pond to the summit 
taking our lunch on the foundation 
remains of the Grand View Hotel 
(circa. 1870). The view certainly is 
grand looking west over Lake 
Champlain, the Adirondacks and 
Lynda’s school in Addison. 

It was 1 .8 miles up with a 900 
foot change in elevation and we 
made it in about two hours; a very 
nice day outdoors with friends. 

Grandpas Knob 

10 April 2004 

By Gordon and Helen Cawood, 
leaders 

Someone on today's hike 
brought along nice weather. The hike 
leaders cannot take credit for this. 
Whoever it was: thank you. Next 
time make it a little warmer and a 
little less windy. Some hikers weren't 
quite prepared for the crisp weather. 
Seventeen hikers and one pup 
climbed the service road to the peak 
of Grandpa's Knob. It is a bald 
summit with good viewing in all 
directions except north. 

Everyone stood in dutiful 
attention for a lecture about the 
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experimental wind turbine that had 
been erected on this spot during 
WWII, providing electricity for 
CVPS for a period of 16 months. 
Gordon described the equipment 
failure in which an 8-ton steel blade 
was tossed 750 feet. All that is left 
now are 4 concrete pedestals which 
once supported the 107-foot tower. 
No-one disputed Gordon's claims. 
But, since then. Barbara Griffith 
found a more detailed write-up about 
the wind turbine at the Rutland 
Historical Society. Thanks, Barbara. 



Killington & Breadloaf hikers 
on Grandpas Knob 


For lunch, the group retired to a 
more sheltered spot where we could 
examine unusual rock formations. 
These are two rock outcroppings, the 
crowns of which were shaped by 
normal weathering. While the bases 
had been undercut, presumably, by 
running glacial icemelt, giving the 
rocks a top-heavy appearance. 

Thanks for coming, all. We 
enjoyed your company. It made for a 
very pleasant outing. 

Merck Forest Traverse 

18 April 2004 

By Larry Walter & Viv Bebee. 
leaders 

Initial activities involved 
spotting cars at the end of Hidden 
Valley Road on the other side of 
West Rupert. The weather was 
beautiful for all 22 of us on our hike 
up Old Towne Road. We eventually 
reached Ninorod Cabin via Birch 
Pond, only to retreat when several 
dogs made their presence known. A 
suitable site with a nice view was 
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settled on for lunch. We then 
continued on to Bebee Pond and 
eventually onto Lookout Road and a 
nice overlook to the south. No bugs 
and shirtsleeve weather. It doesn’t 
get much better. 

We backtracked to Lookout 
Road and continued southerly to Old 
Town Road and then southwesterly 
along the brook to our waiting 
automobiles. This was arguably the 
most challenging part of the trip, 
trying to shoe-horn everyone into our 
vehicles for the return loop. After 
much head counting and head 
scratching we had everyone on board 
(or at least 1 think so). This would 
make a good snow shoe in the 
reverse direction. Let’s keep that in 
mind. 

Our youngest hike leader for a 
portion of the hike was my workout 
buddy. Kyle Bizon. Good job Kyle! 

Patch Hollow 

25 April 2004 

By Barry & Barbara Griffith, leaders 

We scheduled and advertised 
this as an easy Sunday afternoon 
hike, on the day after our Section's 
Saturday evening Annual Meeting 
and in conjunction with EMS Club 
Days. The thought was to offer 
members who support the Club by 
paying dues, and others who might 
be interested in joining the Green 
Mountain Club, with a chance to get 
out with us to enjoy the Great 
Outdoors, without having to commit 
to a strenuous trek. 

It seems the strategy worked. 
We assembled 29 hikers. Perhaps a 
third of these were "regulars." A 
second component consisted of 
Killington Section members who 
often choose not to attempt longer 
forays. We also greeted a third group 
of non-members interested in hiking 
with us for the afternoon. Mission 
accomplished! 


May 2004 

We proceeded to our trailhead at 
Spring Lake Ranch, and set off on 
the old wood road south toward our 
destination. We recalled our last 
Section hike along this route in 2003 
on snowshoes. That required exertion 
— especially by those breaking the 
trail! By comparison, this time the 
gradual upward ascent along the bare 
and surprisingly dry trail was easy, 
as advertised. We had a cleared route 
before us. We intersected with the 
AT/LT and continued south to our 
destination -- Patch Hollow. 

This seemingly remote location 
was inhabited two centuries ago, and 
was the scene of a noteworthy 
homicide in 1833. We read the 
account of this tragedy from the 
History of Wallingford. Those of you 
who do not know of the tale are 
invited on the next hike to this site to 
learn the details! This was a perfect 
time of year to look for foundations 
of old buildings. We located two, and 
based on measurements concluded 
one was "the scene of the crime." It 
was also a great time of the year to 
look for flora and fauna which we 
did. The headwaters of Patch Creek, 
which flows southerly toward Route 
140, include beavers as residents. 
They were annoyed by our presence, 
and let us know it! 



Beaver Lodge near Patch Hollow 


Our exploring done, we retraced 
our steps heading north. Upon 
reaching the Spring Lake Ranch 
property border, in lieu of a direct 
route back we continued along the 
AT/LT corridor until we arrived at 
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Minerva llinchey Shelter. We 
inspected it. and discussed its 
history. We signed the journal, 
thanking Shelter Adopter Mrs. Gorp 
for her fine maintenance of the site. 
We then struck out. diverging from 
the Long Trail, to the east and toward 
our trailhcad. 

We were not done. We opted for 
a final leg which took us to the 
northerly end of Spring Lake — 
finally free of ice! We admired the 
Lake in the foreground, and the 
Coolidge Range — Mendon. Big & 
Little Killington and Shrewsbury 
Peaks ~ in the background to the 
north. An excellent view!! 

From there, we finally took the 
road back to our vehicles. Another 
great afternoon in the Great 
Outdoors!!! 

Bristol Bushwhack 

2 May 2004 

By Barbara Griffith 

We were a party of 8 plus 
Dickens, leader Jerry’s side kick. It 
was a sunny hot day for early May. 
We whacked through bushes and the 
bushes whacked back at us! Several 
trees along the way were pointed out 
where moose had gnawed off the 
bark. 

Jerry led us first to the site of a 
late 1 800 logging camp. Foundations 
for two buildings were identified. We 
came to the conclusion that one was 
a mess hall and the other a 
bunkhouse. Pieces of two stoves 
were found, one probably to heat and 
one a cooking stove. 

After eating lunch our 
destination was a large rock that our 
leader had come upon on another 
trek. It proved elusive at first but was 
found and everyone, even Dickens, 
scrambled aboard for great views to 
the west. After photo opportunities 
the group descended via an old 
donkey trail to a cascading waterfall. 


Smoke & Blazes 

Up the trail once again and our final 
descent. 

It was a great day to be outside. 

Lowland Work Party 

8 May 2004 
By Herb Ogden. 

Trails & Shelters Chair 

The 13.1 miles of the Long Trail 
from Wallingford Gulf to Gov. 
Clement Shelter was in good to 
excellent condition after the season’s 
first work party, thanks to a dozen or 
so volunteers. 

The sector checker system set 
up a few years ago again proved its 
worth. Sector checkers were Cindy 
Taylor-Miller (Wallingford Gulf to 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter), Steve and 
Diana Williams (Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter to Clarendon Gorge), Connie 
and Mark Youngstrom (Lottery 
Road, to Lower Cold River Road.), 
and Barbara and Baity Griffith 
(Lower Cold River Road, to Gov. 
Clement Shelter). They fixed minor 
problems and told the Trails & 
Shelters Chair where the bigger ones 
were and what tools were needed, so 
the trail crews could focus on them. 
This is a big improvement over the 
old scheme of trying to cover all the 
miles with all the possible tools in 
one day. 

Most of the problems were 
blowdowns, especially on the Bear 
Mountain sector and north of the 
Lottery Road. All were removed, 
except for a few low ones that should 
deter wheeled vehicles. Confusing 
blazes at the Airport Lookout south 
of Clarendon Gorge were noted and 
fixed a few days later. Wooden steps 
north of the Gov. Clement Road 
crossing were restored and the trail 
just south of Gov. Clement Shelter 
was moved a few feet to avoid a wet 
area and ditched a bit. Even with all 
that, at least two of the crews 
finished by mid-afternoon. 


May 2no-i 

Our next work party day is 
National Trails Day. Saturday 5 
June. That is when we will try to 
spruce up (or. in the case of certain 
evergreen blowdowns, de-spruce) the 
remaining 12 miles of Long Trail and 
all 9.3 miles of side trails. That is a 
bigger job than the lowland piece, so 
I hope you come and bring your 
friends! 

Wildflower Identification Hike 

16 May 2004 

By Barbara & Barry Griffith, 
leaders 


May afforded us a beautiful day 
and the wildflower display was 
spectacular. Twenty-four people 
showed up for this hike (plus Dog 
Dickens). Our destination was Little 
Rock Pond in Mt. Tabor. It’s an easy, 
pretty flat 4-mile round trip hike. It’s 
a popular spot and has 
camping/tenting sites (for a fee). One 
can walk around the pond. We chose 
to stop and smell the flowers instead. 



Barry & Barb briefing in the park 


Flowers found: common 

strawberry, yellow violets, Jack-in- 
the-pulpit, false Solomon’s seal, 
smooth Solomon’s seal, dwarf 
ginseng, wild sarsaparilla, Canada 
Mayflower, painted trillium, purple 
trillium, partridgeberry, pink, 
starflower, foamflowcr, Indian 
cucumber (some even tasted it’s 
root). Twisted stalk and two or three 
unidentified. As anyone who enjoys 
wildflowers knows, each week one 
will find different flowers in bloom. 
It was a great day to be outside and a 
nice group to be with. 
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Killington Section Annual Meeting and potluck supper 


By Jake Sherman. Secretary 

The Killington Section annual 
meeting was held at the Lutheran 
Church in Rutland Vermont on April 
24, 2004. The meeting was called to 
order by section president Steve 
Williams at 7:20 PM. following an 
excellent potluck supper. 

Section President’s Report 

Steve reported that everything 
appeared to be thriving and that good 
hikes and other programs were 
taking place every weekend. We are 
always looking for new members and 
it is encouraging to find more people 
showing up at meetings. Steve 
extended a warm welcome to special 
guest. Andrew Nuquist. president of 
the Green Mountain Club, Dave 
Hardy, GMC Field Supervisor, and 
our guest speaker, David Wright of 
Middletown Springs. 

GMC President’s Remarks 

Andrew Nuquist began his 
remarks by noting that he has been a 
member of the Montpelier section 
since 1970 and therefore knows how 
dependent the main club is on the 
work of the sections. He felt 
communication between Waterbury 
and the sections had improved in the 
past few years. In other areas he 
noted: 

A bridge will be built across the 
Lamoille River this summer, but the 
Winooski crossing is still an issue 
and we will need to live with the 
present situation for awhile. 

There are only seven more miles 
of trail to be protected and the 
campaign will be winding down; we 
will focus on being a steward of what 
we have. 

The loss of the South Bam to 
fire a couple of years ago continues 
to be keenly felt and a three phase 
reconstruction plan is underway. The 


Centennial Capital Campaign 
Committee will be assessing ftind 
raising and reporting on it at the 
September board meeting. There 
needs to be a plan for maintenance as 
well. Hopefully, construction can 
begin in 2005. 

The subject of raising dues has 
been discussed and an increase 
within the next five years is likely. 
However, since we don’t want to 
lose members this will be put off as 
long as possible. 

Secretary’s Report 

Secretary Jake Sherman 
summarized the minutes of the 2003 
annual meting as previously printed 
in Smoke & Blazes. The minutes 
were approved as printed. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 
distributed copies of the section’s 
financial status. The treasurer's 
report was approved as presented. 

Trails and Shelters Report 

Herb Ogden reported the 
following: 

The highlight this year has been 
the bridge over Brewer’s Brook on 
the Bucklin Trail. Barb Griffith and 
Mark Youngstrom were instrumental 
in its completion. The new bridge is 
a sophisticated production and a far 
cry from the first span built many 
years ago by Herb’s father. 

Minerva Hinchey Shelter needs 
some work 

Gov. Clement Shelter is a 
perpetual problem. We are still 
pursuing a three-pronged approach in 
attempting to curtail the activities of 
rowdies and partiers who have 
vandalized the shelter and hassled 
hikers. Getting ordinances in place 
that make roadside parking up there 
illegal is seen as a good first step. 
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We are working with the Shrewsbury 
selectmen and they are sympathetic. 

Cooper Lodge adopter, Peter 
Decker, has concluded that Cooper is 
a lost cause. There is continued 
vandalism and no windows. People 
continue to trash it and ski off the 
roof. The GMC Trail Management 
Committee has therefore voted to 
close it. The shelter won’t be 
removed but it is likely the walls will 
be reduced to two feet in height. The 
previous adopters. Ruth and Sandy 
Lamb, reluctantly came to the 
conclusion that it couldn’t be saved. 
It is too bad since the solid CCC- 
built fully-enclosed structure at the 
3800 foot level on Killington’s west 
face has been one of the most 
attractive shelters on the entire LT. 
Plans are afoot to build a 
replacement shelter about two miles 
north of Gov. Clement just before 
you get into the softwoods. 

Pico Camp is in good shape. A 
new privy was built there last year. 
The front windows have also been 
replaced. The current adopter is Sue 
Thomas. 

Tucker-Johnson looks like it 
will need some major work. The sill 
is rotting. 

The lower part of the Canty trail 
will be relocated on USFS land. 

Gary Salmon discovered a road 
parallel to the Bucklin Trail which 
could serve the ATVers. 

Bill Robichaud was recognized 
for being a one man trail crew. He 
puts in a phenomenal number of 
hours. 

Field Supervisor’s Remarks 

Dave Hardy, GMC Field 
Supervisor, reported on the following 
items: 

Cooper Lodge will stay until 
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there is approval to build a new 
shelter. Though there is a bear 
habitat on the south slope of 
Killington Peak, it shouldn’t be too 
difficult to secure approval for the 
shelter. Meanwhile, the Vermont 
Youth Conservation Corps (VYCC) 
has raised the sleeping deck at 
Churchill Scott Shelter. 

The AT/LT parking lot on 
Route 4 will have an engineered 
parking lot put in. 

Minerva Minchey Shelter is not 
in the federal corridor but is fortunate 
to have a good neighbor in Spring 
Lake Ranch. Work is being done 
with Spring Lake Ranch to get an 
easement to enable the shelter to stay 
where it is. 

Rolston Rest Shelter, located on 
the LT five miles north of Route 4. 
was burned by the GMC on April 21 . 
A replacement shelter will be 
constructed over the weekend of 
August 7-8. All materials will be 
delivered to within 500 feet of the 
construction site. 

Glastenbury Tower - The U.S. 
Forest Service decided that the tower 
wasn’t safe and removed the bottom 
two flights of stairs to prevent 
access. The GMC’s goal is to get the 
tower reopened as soon as possible 
as it offers some of the most 
unspoiled panoramas in Vermont. 

Lamoille Bridge - Has been 


mired in the Act 250 process for 
three years but construction will at 
last take place this September. It will 
be a cable suspension bridge. 

Smoke ami Blazes Report 

Editor Bob Perkins.reported that 
we continue to publish every quarter. 
Bob thanked the hike leaders for 
submitting hike reports and 
encouraged them to get their reports 
in as soon as possible after the hike. 

We have an agreement with the 
Rutland Historical Society to house 
our materials. 

Outings Committee Report 

Sue Thomas. Outings Chair, 
reiterated the importance of getting 
hike leaders’ plans in early. 

GMC Director’s Report 

Green Mountain Club Director 
Lynda Hutchins reported the 
following: 

The main club’s budget 
achieved a balanced budget for the 
upcoming year but with difficulty. 

The Wheeler Pond camps in the 
Northeast Kingdom are doing quite 
well. 

There will be a ballot in the 
Long Trail News on the wilderness 
and wind power issues 

A copy of the new LT map will 
be given free to anyone who donates 


$50 or more. 

Several million dollars will need 
to be raised to meet the construction 
program that has been planned. 

New Business 

Retiring directors Bob Perkins. 
Jake Sherman. and Connie 
Youngstrom were thanked for their 
service. 

Elected as new directors were 
John Hale. Lynda Hutchins, and 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller. 

During a brief recess of the 
general meeting, the directors elected 
the following officers: 

Steve Williams President 

Barbara Griffith Vice-President 

John Hale Secretary 

Roma Pulling Treasurer. 

Adjournment and Program 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:15 PM and was followed by an 
excellent slide show on the history of 
the Long Trail Lodge presented by 
David Wright. The lodge existed on 
the south side of Sherburne Pass 
from 1921 until it burned in October 
of 1968 and for various periods was 
owned and managed by David’s 
uncle and father. The lodge attracted 
hikers and vacationers and was the 
site of many GMC annual meetings 
up into the 1950s. 


Thank You, Vermont Country Store! 


By Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters 
Chair 

The Vermont Country Store has 
sent us $500 to buy a couple of grub 
hoes or hazel hoes and wood for 
some bog bridges. The donation was 
made at the direction of the 
Community Action Team at the 
North Clarendon distribution center. 


Section member Kathleen Wood 
came up with the idea. 

This is a good time for such a 
gift, because we had to take several 
thousand dollars from the Kirk Trails 
& Shelters Fund last year to pay for 
the upper Brewers Brook bridge on 
the Bucklin Trail. With this generous 
gift, we can get grub hoes, which are 


the best tools to clear out waterbars 
and ditches. There will be over $400 
left over to buy hemlock for bog 
bridges on the Long Trail and maybe 
the bottom of the Canty Trail. 

Many thanks to the Vermont 
Country Store and its local 
Community Action Team! 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke A Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 

Individual 

$30 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

$40 


Senior/StudentA/olunteer 

$20 


Individual Lifetime 

$750 


Family Lifetime 

$1000 

PHONE: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

* 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Killington Section outing on the Poultney River 



Putting in Photo by Lynda Hutchins 


By Lynda Hutchins 
20 June 2004 

On a mostly clear, bright 
Father's Day, nine enthusiastic 
seafarers (and one mutt of 
questionable lineage) set forth in 
kayaks and canoe from the bridge 
on Book Road down the mighty 
Poultney. Destination: the bridge 
near the Galick property, about a 
mile from the mouth, in which 
the waterway joins Lake 
Champlain in its meandering 
northward journey. 

Although it may not be 
immediately apparent to the 
casual observer (what, no 
rapids?), this 40-mile river, which 
originates in the Taconic 
Mountains in Tinmouth, is 
impressive in its own regard, 
having been declared in June of 
1991 an Outstanding Water 
Resource by the Vermont Water 
Resources Board for its 
outstanding natural and cultural 
resources. 

Yes, beneath its calm, gently 
Bowing exterior, the Poultney 
River is teaming with life and 
biodiversity, housing 55% of the 
fish species that live in Vermont 
(more species than live in any 
other river in the state). As if 
that's not enough, the river is 
home to 12 of Vermont's 17 
species of mussels, the greatest 


diversity of freshwater mussels in 
New England! Not to mention 
that the Poultney has been a 
transportation corridor and home 
to many groups of people 
throughout the past several 
thousand years. 

Unfortunately, after 7.2 
miles of paddling, time and the 
muscles of the crew gave out, and 
they were unable to scout for the 
Linnet, a sunken boat from the 
War of 1812 which is rumored to 
be visible during low water 


near the mouth of the Poultney. 
However, sightings of wildlife (a 
doe with fawn, Baltimore orioles, 
cedar waxwings, bank beaver, 
great blue herons), remnants of 
wildlife (was that the skin of a 
rattlesnake or a black rat snake?), 
good company, and a 
bushwhacking visit to the 
antiquated McFarren cemetery 
made for a successful voyage. 

Note: Background information 
provided by The Nature 
Conservancy Curriculum. 2002 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 

2006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 

2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 


" Cynthia Taylor-Miller 

♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 

. Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Ve^yyuyntrlA/Cco 

In the May issue we asked: 

Q4. In what Vermont tow n does the route of the Crown Point Road 
intersect the Long Trail? 

A4. The Long Trail crosses the Crown Point Road in Shrewsbury, north 
of Route 103. You will recall that the AT/LT, before its relocation to the 
west, proceeded north from 103 along an abandoned town highway to 
Clarendon Shelter (also in Shrewsbury). It is believed that a stretch of 
that old town highway was a part of the CPR, which then proceeded 
westerly between Clarendon Gorge to the south (also in Shrewsbury) and 
the hill rising steeply to the north. We can't say precisely where the 
current AT/LT crosses the old CPR, but it was along that short stretch of 
the trail. (Barry Griffith, proud resident of Shrewsbury.) 

Barry, so far our most prolific trivialist, has posed another in our 
Towns of Vermont genre. _We all know that the town of Montpelier is the 
capital of Vermont. 

Q5. Name nine state capitals, in addition to Montpelier, and three 
national capitals, that share their names with Vermont towns. 

We’ve been watching the Olympic Games in Athens recently where 
the motto is “Swifter. Higher, Stronger”. Most of the hikers I know look 
with some silent disdain at the compulsive through-hikers and peak- 
baggers who apply those priorities to our sport. We tend to enjoy the 
journey rather than covet the destination. One the other hand, it is fun 
and gratifying to reach a measurable goal. I have my own list of the high 
points of Rutland County towns. [See Smoke & Blazes, February 2002.) 

Here’s one that should be of special interest to any Long Trail End- 
to-Enders. 

Q6. Where are the five highest and five lowest elevations on the 
Long Trail proper? 

White blazes only; spur and side trails don’t count. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Andrea McQuade, 36 Morse Place, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-6273, andrea6273@aol.com 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 

William Robichaud, 215 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Cynthia Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 2 1 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2004 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Trips leave from Rutland City Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at the times shown unless 
otherwise stated. Non-members are welcome. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy footgear and 
dress for weather changes. Distances are approximate round trip: difficulty indicates steepness and footing. For 
more information about a trip, please call the trip leader listed at the right. 


September 1 8 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


Work Party 

Join us to place bog bridges (puncheon) on the Sherburne Pass Trail and Herb Ogden 
the Canty frail, to help keep hikers’ feet dry and protect the terrain. 293-25 1 0 

Minimal hiking but we’ll be hauling wood about V « mile. Tools provided. 


September 19 
Sunday 
1 :00 PM 


September 25 
Saturday 
8:00 AM 


October 2 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 


Glen Lake Overlook, Castleton 

An easy hike along the lake shore and then a little climb to view the lake 
from above. Three miles round trip with 200 feet elevation gain. 


Bob Perkins 
773-0184 


Burnt Rock Mountain, Favston 

* • 

We'll ascend steeply to the Long Trail via the Hedgehog Brook Trail, 
then go north past a pothole to the summit. This is a rugged hike with 
scrambles up rocks and boulders, but the summit provides spectacular 
views of Camel’s Hump and Lake Champlain. (If conditions are wet, call 
leaders as they may decide against it). 


Roma & A1 

Pulling 

773-6997 


Shrewsbury Peak Loop, Shrewsbury 

We'll go up the Black Swamp Trail from the CCC Road to Shrewsbury 
Peak and return via the Shrewsbury Peak Trail. Moderate, 4.1 miles, 
1300 feet elevation gain.. 


Barry & Barb 

Griffith 

492-3573 


October 9 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 
Rain date 10/10 


Black Mountain, NY 

We'll ascend from Pilot’s Knob past some water falls to the summit for 
gorgeous views of Lake George, the Adirondacks, and the Green 
Mountains. Several brook crossings and a few steep pitches but a 
moderate 6.6 miles. Possible stop on the return trip for the best soft ice 
cream. 


Sue Thomas 
773-2185 


October 16 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Blue Ridge Mountain, Mendon 

Climb the Canty Trail and enjoy the improvements made by the Vermont 
Youth Conservation Corps, who have spent two summers working on the Steve & Diana 
trail. The Cascades will be gushing and the summit provides a view Williams 
across the valley to Rutland. Five miles; elevation gain 1 ,490 feet. 645-9529 

Moderate with some steep pitches. 


October 23 
Saturday 
9:00 AM 


Little Rock Pond & White Rocks, Wallingford 

Traverse the Long Trail Past beautiful Little Rock Pond to the cliffs of 
White Rocks, a peregrine nesting site with views down the talus slopes 
and across the valley. Descend via the Keewaydin Trail. Moderate, 8 
miles. 


Andrea McQuade 
& Tad Tucker 
775-5104 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2004 



Schedule continued from previous page. 


October 30 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 
Rain date 10/31 

Susie Peak, Clarendon 

Up a nice, wide trail to a beautiful lookout over Rutland City and the 
airport. 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 

November 7 
Sunday 
9:00 AM 

Harmon Hill, Bennington 

A short but steep ascent up stone staircases to the summit overlooking 
historic Bennington village, the Battle Monument, and Mount Anthony. 
Moderate, 3.4 miles. 

Larry & Viv 

Walter 

775-3855 

November 1 3 
Saturday 
1 :00 PM 

Historic Long Trail Lodge, Killington 

Join historian Dave Wright to explore the site of the old Long Trail 
Lodge, once owned and operated by the Green Mountain Club. With the 
aid of old photos and post cards we'll try to pinpoint the location of the 
Lodge, swimming pool, out buildings and, possibly, the route of the 
nature trail to Adirondack Lookout. Easy. (Remember, it's hinting 
season. Wear bright colors!) 

Dave Wright 
235-2376 

November 20 
Saturday 
6:00 PM 

Fall Potluck, Rutland 

Join us for our annual fall potluck supper and a slide program at the 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in Rutland. Bring 
plates, utensils, and a dish to share. Hot drinks provided. Nonmembers 
welcome! 

Sue Thomas 
773 2185 

December 4 
Saturday 
10:00 AM 

Chittenden Brook, Rochester 

Hike south on the Long Trail from Brandon Gap and down the 
Chittenden Brook Trail. Moderate, 6 miles, 868 feet elevation gain. 

Sue Thomas 
773 2185 


Senior Turtle Hikes 



Leave form Ciodnick Adult Center on Thursday at 9:00 AM 


September 16 

Lake Pleiad: A short, easy hike in to a charming pond with an optional 
moderate extension to the Silent Cliff vista. 

A1 & Roma Pulling 
773-6997 

September 30 

Pittsford Recreation Trails: A loop hike on the Pittsford Trails west of 
Route 7. partly along the bank of Otter Creek. Easy. 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 

October 14 

Bear Mountain: From Route 140 we climb to near the top of Bear 
Mountain and then descend to Patch Hollow, site of a grisly murder in 
1831. Moderate. 

A1 & Roma Pulling 
773-6997 

October 28 

Trail Around Middlebury: The TAM completely encircles the town. 
We’ll cover another section to wind up this year’s schedule. Easy. 

Jean Davies 
483-6623 
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Twenty-five Years Ago 


By Steve Williams, Section President (The writer’s 
browse through the Killington Section logbook of 1978- 
1982) 

The 1978-1982 Killington Section logbook reached 
the writer through the kind offices of Ray Catozzi. And 
who but Ray himself should be leading the first hike 
recorded; a 3000-foot ascent to Moosilauke Mountain in 
New Hampshire. It was the logbook habit of the time to 
include both publicity notices on hikes and a few notes on 
the hike itself, this latter tradition now being supplanted 
by the notes in Smoke & Blazes. 

It is instructive to read the names of some 
destinations no longer on our schedules (no criticism to 
Sue Thomas; we just need someone to come up with them 
as their chosen destination). Lana Falls/Silver/Lake 
Moosalamoo Rocks; Lake Pleiad (Middlebury Gap); 
Cantilever Rock (Mount Mansfield); Mount Philo; Pinney 
Hollow (Coolidge State Park); Moscow Pond (near 
Bomoseen Slate Park); Liberty Hill (?); Quechee Gorge; 
the Sawmill Ledges overlooking Lake St. Catherine; Lake 
Ninevah (Mount Holly) to name a few. 

“End to end" hikes, which together would make up 
the entire long trail, appear in a number of instances, for 
example nineteen miles across the Glastcnbury wilderness 
over a week-end. Sue tells me that there is now little 
enthusiasm in the Section for overnight outings. Whether 
this results from the graying of the Section’s members, 
competing activities, or our awaiting some new 
enthusiasts for “over-nighting" is a point of interest. 


On the other hand, other outings have a very familiar 
ring, for example Snowshoe to Pico; Route 140 to Route 4 
on the Long Trail; Baker Peak; Merck Forest; 
bushwhacking to Mendon Peak; Killington Peak via the 
Bucklin Trail; Blue Ridge Mountain via the Canty Trail. 
Likewise the workdays, both low and high level, and 
potluck suppers have a familiar ring. 

A number of traditions seem to have disappeared. For 
example the “Annual Valiquette Memorial Hike” when a 
flag was tied to the tallest tree on East Mountain, to be 
seen by the residents of Rutland; a “Moonlight Hike" held 
as close as possible to the nearest full moon to Christmas 
and an annual “sugar on snow” outing when participants 
enjoyed maple syrup poured over snow, accompanied by 
doughnut holes and pickles (that's what the pre-hike 
publicity says). Perhaps we should ask our historian how 
such traditions fell by the wayside. 

As for familiar names (for someone like the writer 
who has only been in the region for four years that is), 
there are surprisingly few; the Pulling family, Bemie 
Donohue, Jack Crowther, Churchill Scott and, last but not 
least, Ray Catozzi, comprising the list. 

The frequency of hikes, the number of participants 
and the occasional cancellation for inclement weather all 
remain relatively unchanged. In conclusion, let’s continue 
the traditions and move forward to enjoy the next twenty- 
five years of hiking in the extensive “back-yard" we find 
ourselves graced with! 


Have You Seen Our Stuff? 

By Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters Chair 


Most of the Section’s over 50 pieces of equipment 
are accounted for, but some have disappeared over the last 
couple years. If you’ve worked on the trail during that 
time, please check your garage or closet and let me know 
if you have any of the following: 

Pry bar. regular, 50” long (used for moving 
rocks), numbered 28. 

Sledge hammer (for rock crushing), numbered 40. 

Anvil lopper, heavy duty, numbered 44. 

Anvil lopper, ratchet, hand, numbered 34. 

Sheath for hand lopper, numbered 36. 

Day pack numbered 27. 

Fanny pack numbered 26. 

First aid kits (we had live but have none now). 

Plastic wedge, numbered 48. 


If you or someone you know could give the Section 
the following, it would be a help: 

Heavy pry bar. 

Come-along. 

Wire basket for moving stones. 

Stone boat. 

Grub hoes (also known as hazel hoes). 

Ax sheaths. 

Bow saw sheaths, various lengths. 

My law partner. John Liccardi. has given the Section 
its first two-man crosscut saw and a 36" one man crosscut. 
Thanks very much, John! 

Contact me at: 293-2510 or hogden@vermontel.net. 
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Outing 'Reports 

Pittsford Meadow Loop Trail 

29 May 2004 

By Ray Catozzi, leader 

A fairly large group of fifteen 
showed up for this easy three-to- 
four-mile hike with very little 
climbing. The Meadow Loop and the 
Cadwell Trail, both components of 
the Pittsford Trail Network, are 
mostly in the open so we could enjoy 
a close look at the meadows and 
Furnace Brook as well as views of 
the surrounding mountains. 

We started at the Meadow Loop 
(railhead on Arch Street, across from 
ihe Pittsford fire station and 
proceeded south through the meadow 
and along the brook After crossing a 
small footbridge and winding up a 
small hill the trail, now the Cadwell 
Trail, returned to follow the brook to 
Elm Street and the Cooley covered 
bridge. 

Crossing Elm Street, and still 
more or less following Furnace 
Brook, we headed for its confluence 
with Otter Creek. But in about a 
quarter of a mile the trail and the 
adjoining meadow were flooded with 
over a foot of water from the recent 
rains. 

We retreated to Elm Street and 
followed it north to its other 
intersection with the Cadwell Trail. 
Again we headed for the Creek but 
this approach, too, was flooded. So 
again we retreated to high ground 
and gulped our lunch. 

Continuing in the dry direction on 
the Cadwell Frail, and then again on 
the Meadow Loop, we returned to 
our cars. In spite of the high w ater on 
part of the trail it was still a 
wonderful hike. 

Amity Pond Natural Area 

6 June 2004 

By Roma Pulling, coleader 


This could as aptly been called 
Lost Pond, as we never saw Amity 
Pond. We hiked first to Amity Pond 
Shelter, which faces a pond, but Fifty 
Hikes in Vermont describes this as a 
"temporary pond, part of a water 
conservation experiment." Amity 
Pond is shown on a map as being 
further along the trail, apparently 
very effectively screened by trees. 

We had good weather for our 
hike with temperatures comfortable 
but not too hot. What was even 
better, it was one of our rare dry 
days. Eight people joined us at the 
park, and we proceeded in three cars 
to a small parking spot across Allen 
Hill Road from the entrance to the 
area. Leaving the shelter, we hiked 
an easy trail with easy grades until 
we reached Sugar Arch Shelter, 
where we paused for lunch. When 
the trail came out onto Allen Hill 
Road some distance from our cars, 
we followed it back to our start 
because by continuing on the trail we 
would have had to cross Broad 
Brook, very high water due to recent 
rains. 

Along the trail we scared up a 
small bird, and some bright-eyed 
hikers discovered an oven bird nest, 
with its unique construction featuring 
an opening in the front, with several 
baby birds inside. I hoped the 
mother bird would not be 
discouraged from returning to the 
nest. 

After a very enjoyable hike, we 
headed west to our home base. 

Pico Mountain Loop 

26 June 2004 

By Ray Catozzi, leader 

The last Saturday of June was a 
rain-threatening day. I don’t like to 
hike in the rain but ten hikers showed 
up. We drove up to the new Long 
Trail crossing on Route 4 west of 
Sherburne Pass, spotted a car there, 
and then proceeded up to the Inn at 
Long Trail at the pass. 


Heading south on the old Long 
Trail, now called the Sherburne Pass 
Trail, we climbed up and around to 
the east of the summit cone to the old 
Pico Shelter, where we had lunch. 
We then continued south along the 
ridge between Pico and Killington 
and soon arrived at Jungle Junction 
where the new Long Trail joins the 
old. The new Long Trail heads 
northwest and north around the other 
side of the summit. 

About half way back to Route 4 
we stopped for a break at the new 
Churchill Scott Shelter, named in 
honor of a long-time Killington 
Section member, offtcer, and hike 
leader. He was still alive in the fall of 
2002 and able to come to the Route 4 
parking lot for the dedication of the 
new shelter. I felt so good that 
Churchill could still be with us and 
attend the ceremony in his honor. It 
doesn’t happen that way very often. 
God bless you, Churchill. 

Weybridge Bicycle Ride 

27 June 2004 

By: Viv Bebee and Larry Walter, 
coleaders 

We were joined by the Cohen 
family, (Barry, Jen, Samantha and 
Lena), along with Dave and Clare 
Coppock. Ihe weather looked a 
little ominous on the way up to 
Middlebury. but it cleared to a 
beautiful day after the first five miles 
or so. 

We peddled northerly from the 
footbridge on the north end of 
Middlebury past the Morgan Horse 
farm where we turned west and rode 
through some beautiful countryside 
to Weybridge Hill, then northerly on 
a long downhill to Weybridge. We 
passed a whole boy scout troop 
peddling up the same route, with a 
concentration of the older leaders 
pushing at the tail end. 

A hard left at Weybridge 
brought us by the dam and them up a 
short, steep pitch to a west-bearing 
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section over rolling farmland. After 
an easy climb to Route 17 we headed 
southerly, crossing Otter Creek and 
hooking up with Route 23. We had 
another short, steep pitch out of the 
river valley onto another nice section 
of farm land. It didn't look like the 
com was going to make it to knee 
high by the fourth, but the stuff 
grows pretty fast. 


The last climb of the day proved 
to be the most challenging, with half 
mile long, 12-percent grade pitch 
back to Weybridge Hill. This is a 
wonderful little village, with great 
views to the west. Samantha, our 
nine-year old, peddled the whole hill! 
.We were all very' proud of her. Our 
final three or four miles were pretty 
easy, with a final, steep descent to 
the foot bridge in downtown 
Middlebury, and the parking lot. 


I'd highly recommend this 17 
mile ride to cyclists of just about any 
persuasion. What hills there are, are 
fairly short (you can walk them in 
short order), and the traffic is very 
light. The scenery is fabulous — truly 
representative of pastoral Vermont. 
We saw several other bikers using 
the same route. 


Mount Horrid 

10 July 2004 
By the Editor 

For the record: this hike from 
Goshen over Mt. Horrid to Brandon 
Gap. ably led as always by Barb and 
Barry Griffith, went off as scheduled. 

Smoke & Blazes has chosen not 
to cover the story because we were 
scooped by our local competitor, the 
Sunday Rutland Herald (see the full- 
page spread on page B8 of their 18 
July 2004 edition) and because we 
anticipate a complete report by 
President Steve Williams in an 
upcoming issue of our sister 
publication The Long Trail News. 

We’ve had a chance tcv preview 
Steve's LTN story. All we'll say here 
is that it includes mention of the 
Donner Party and of a hiker locked 
in a shelter privy. 

Black Mountain, NY 

24 July 2004 

By Ray Catozzi. leader 

Once again very few showed up 
to drive over to climb Black 
Mountain. Only nine came, only five 
were GMC members, and only two 
were from Rutland. It was a beautiful 
day and I knew we were going to 
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have a great view from the top. 

The trail up from the east 
climbed very slowly; level in many 
places. Half way up we passed the 
junction with the trail that we would 
come down on. It went south to the 
left while we continued up the east 
trail. Soon it got rough and rocky 
with many spots of running water 
from the recent rain. 

We all made it to the summit 
and everybody exclaimed how 
wonderful the view was looking 
down on the northern half of 
beautiful Lake George. We enjoyed 
watching all the boats going up and 
down the lake while we consumed 
our lunch. 

After lunch, resting, and 
viewing Lake George we headed 
south on our downhill trail. In about 
one-hundred yards I led the group to 
an off-trail lookout with a view all 
the way to Lake George Village. 

Farther along we arrived at a 
high flatland with an open-front 
shelter and two swampy ponds. Here 
the trail turned north and completed 
the loop by joining our up-bound 
trail. Then back to the cars and a 
drink of my famous home-made 
elderberry wine. 



“Dickins” Parker (left) spots 
something of interest from Deer 
Leap Lookout. Dickins is one of the 
Killington Section’s most loyal 
hikers, and one of our oldest. He’s 
either 77 or 98, or something in 
people years. 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting 


ohn Hale, Secretary 

A regular meeting of the 
lington Section Board of 
rectors was held on 1 7 June 2004 
the Law Offices of Barry Griffith 
i Rutland. 

Attending Board Members: 

Meve Williams, President 
Barbara Griffith, Vice President 
Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
John Hale, Secretary 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller 
Andrea McQuade 
Lynda Hutchins 
Bill Robichaud 

Guests present: Bob Perkins and 
Al Pulling. 

The meeting was called to order 
by President Steve Williams at 7 PM. 

Secretary’s Report: The 

minutes of the 10 February 2004 
Board of Directors meeting were 
reviewed. A motion was made, 
seconded, and passed unanimously to 
accept the minutes as written. 

Treasurer's Report Roma 
Pulling reported the following 
account balances and membership 
statistics as of 1 7 June 2004: 

Un-Restricted: 

Checking $1,850.24 

Savings 1,124.62 

Certificate of Deposit... 1.000.00 

To be deposited 72.50 

Kirk Fund: 

Savings 1,509.85 

CDs (3) 9,500.00 

Membership: 

Memberships 148 

Voting Members 175 

Our Section's share of 
members' dues is paid to us monthly 
as the dues are received by 
Headquarters. There is a natural 
bunching at the beginning of the year 
in January and February and a 
trickling during the rest of the year. 


The Bucklin Trail Bridge 
expenses are fully paid and reflected 
in the account balances shown above. 

The Kirk Fund was donated 
to the Killington Section in memory 
of George L. Kirk by his wife 
Dorothy Kirk in her will. Our use of 
the funds was restricted, as far as 
anyone present at the meeting 
remembers, to our spending only the 
interest earned on the grant and only 
spending the interest on trails and 
shelters. The principal was not to be 
touched. Anyone with a more 
complete remembrance of the exact 
terms of the gift should please 
contact Roma. 

The sum of the three certificates 
of deposit listed above is the amount 
of the principal of the original Kirk 
family donation. 

The Vermont Country Store, 
responding to a solicitation by Herb 
Ogden, generously donated $500 
which amount was deposited into the 
Kirk Savings Account at Herb's 
request. 

A motion was made, seconded 
and passed unanimously to accept 
the Treasurer’s report as presented. 

Trails and Shelters Herb 
Ogden was unable to be present at 
the meeting but has sent the 
following report. “There were ten 
participants at the low level workday 
on 8 May. A considerable number of 
blowdowns were cleared, particularly 
on the Bear Mountain Sector and 
north of the Lottery Road, though a 
few low ones were left to deter 
wheeled vehicles. Confusing blazes 
at the Airport Lookout south of 
Clarendon Gorge were noted and 
fixed. Wooden steps north of the 
Gov. Clement Shelter were moved a 
few feet to avoid a wet area. On 5 
June there were nine participants for 
the upper level workday. Bill 


Robichaud and a crew cleared from 
Cooper Lodge through to Route 4 on 
the AT/LT while Sue Thomas and 
Jerry Parker cleared a considerable 
number of blowdowns and 
performed other maintenance 
activities from Gov. Clement Shelter 
to Shrewsbury Peak. Overall, the 
Section's trails are now in good 
shape.” 

Cooper Lodge: The Section 
received a letter from Ruth Lamb 
dated 30 May 2004 indicating an 
interest in supporting the 
reconstruction of the Cooper Lodge. 
Steve has discussed the prospect with 
Headquarters Director of Trails & 
Shelters, Dave Hardy who indicated 
a rough probable cost of around 
$15,000 for the project. It was 
agreed that Dave would contact the 
l^mbs to clarify their intentions. 
Steve sent an acknowledging 
response to the Lambs and will 
follow-up with Dave. 

Hike Leader Qualifications: 

The Board had a general discussion 
about hike leaders: what the Section 
should expect of a leader; how 
should a leader be qualified; should 
training be provided; should there be 
different qualifications for leaders of 
major hikes. It was agreed that 
further discussions with Section 
Outings Chairperson, Sue Thomas 
could lead to a Killington Section 
policy about who can lead hikes 
under what approval mechanism. 

Chain Saw usage: It was 

announced that Jerry Parker will 
soon be certified by the US Forest 
Service to do trail maintenance with 
a chainsaw. Jerry joins Larry Walter 
in this certification and is a happy 
addition. We really need four or five 
chainsawers to keep up with our trail 
maintenance programs. 

Ridge Runner Dinner: At the 

end of the summer tour of duty, the 
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Section Board traditionally has 
dinner with the Ridge Runner 
appointed to our Section by 
Headquarters. This year the Board 
decided to open the dinner to the 
entire membership, to make it a pot 
luck dinner, and to hold it on a 
Tuesday or Wednesday evening 
during the first three weeks of 
September. Bill Robichaud will 
contact Pico to see if they would 
allow us to use the Pico Club House 
for the purpose. Steve will find out 
who the Ridge Runner is this year 
and contact him or her. 

Trail Head Notices: Bill 

Robichaud will distribute additional 
trail head notices. Barbara Griffith 
has the Section's supply of notices. 

Outing Schedule: It was 

reported that the next Outing 
Schedule (for September, October, 
and November) is shaping up nicely. 

Newsletter: Bob Perkins said 
that the Section newsletter. Smoke dr 
Blazes will next be published in the 
last half of August. Bob would like 
to see a more varied content and 
asked that people submit articles, 
pictures, jokes, cartoons or anything 
of interest. Submissions received by 
the beginning of August could be 
included the upcoming issue. Steve 
and Cindy Taylor-Miller undertook 
to provide articles. 

Publicity: Andrea McQuade 

reported on the success of the 
Section’s publicity display panel put 


up at the EMS store in Rutland 
during their Club Day this April. 
EMS offers a GMC Club Day twice 
a year in April and again in October 
when prices are discounted for Club 
members. 

Outreach: Bill suggested that it 
would be good to promote ourselves 
especially to younger people who 
could not only enjoy nature but also 
help the Section with its trail 
maintenance mandate. Steve offered 
to approach the Boys & Girls Club in 
Rutland and Castleton College to 
explore ways to gather new members 
for the Section. Andrea offered to 
explore a possible tie-in with the 
Public School’s YES (Year End 
Studies) program. 

Governor Clement Shelter: 

The Section has long supported a 
Shrewsbury town ordinance aimed at 
deterring vandalism in the Governor 
Clement Shelter. Herb Ogden is our 
liaison with attorney Rebecca Rice 
who, as a private citizen, is drafting a 
parking ordinance for the town’s 
consideration. Land now used by 
vandals for parking would be 
designated as NO PARKING areas 
in the evening hours and barricaded 
with boulders; the town constable 
would be tasked with actively 
enforcing the ordinance. Steve 
undertook to check with Herb about 
his knowledge of progress on this 
matter. 

Main Club Annual Meeting: 

Lynda Hutchins reported on the 


Headquarters annual meeting and the 
main club directors' meeting held at 
Burke Mountain on 12 June. The 
fire loss of the headquarters building 
has resulted in a loss of revenue in 
addition to the loss of the asset. 
Rebuilding the structure will cost at 
least $700,000 and the practicality of 
a capital fund raising campaign is 
being studied in conjunction with a 
consultant. The Headquarters annual 
budget is extremely tight primarily 
because of rising costs for insurance 
and property taxes. A more detailed 
report of the directors’ meeting can 
be obtained from Lynda. 

Website: The Section website 
address is: 

www. geocities, com/gmckillington 

The site is managed by member Deb 
Waggett. 

West Nile Virus: Barbara 

Griffith passed on a public health 
warning about mosquitoes and the 
possibility of their infecting you with 
West Nile virus. The Vermont 
Department of Health recommends 
the use of insect repellants 
containing DEET as the most 
effective. 

Next Board Meeting: The next 
Board of Director’s meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, 19 October at 7:00 
I’M at the Law Offices of Barry 
Griffith. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
9:00 pm 


Attention: All Outing Leaders 

A big THANK YOU to all who volunteer to lead our outings. Without you our program could not exist. 

It does take some time for Outings Chair Sue Thomas to coordinate the quarterly schedule and for Newsletter Editor Bob 
Perkins to format Smoke & Blazes for publication. In order to be sure that the outing schedule reaches members in time, 
outing leaders should contact Sue to firm up your plans by our deadlines: 

February I for spring outings (Mar., Apr., May) August 1 for fall outings (Sep., Oct., Nov.) 

May 1 for summer outings (Jun.. Jul., Aug.) November I for winter outings (Dec., Jan., Feb.) 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke <$ Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $30 ADDRESS: 

Family $40 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Individual Lifetime $750 

Family Lifetime $1000 PHONE: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and 'Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

* 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Muddy spots bridged on the Blue Ridge and Pico trails 


Hikers on the lower parts of 
the Canty Trail to Blue Ridge and 
of the Sherburne Pass Trail to 
Pico will have some relief from 
the mud that has been a problem 
in those areas for a long time. 
Using material financed, in part, 
by a generous grant from The 
Vermont Country Store, 
Killington Section Tails and 
Shelters Chair Herb Ogden and 
his crew including Marc Brierrc, 
Rich Matteson, Sue Thomas, and 
Larry Walter, have started 
installing puncheon. Ihe word 
rhymes with luncheon and means 
“a heavy, broad piece of roughly 


New puncheon on the Canty Trail 


dressed lumber with one side 
hewed flat”. The operative word 
here is “heavy”. Each unit of 
bridging consists of two 3-inch by 
8-inch hemlock puncheons either 
six or eight feet long, supported 
by tw'o 6-inch by 6-inch hemlock 
sills, each three feet long, and 
secured by fifty-six 6-inch 
galvanized spikes. 

About a dozen units have 
been carried in and installed. Herb 
plans to let the lumber for a dozen 
or so more units dry for a while to 
lighten the load, and then to skid 
it in on the snow 


What’s a Peak? 

By Bob Perkins 

While thinking about the 
trivia question posed in the last 
issue it soon became apparent to 
me that deciding just what is a 
peak in a given region, is neither 
obvious nor trivial. Consider 
Mount Mansfield. Most would 
agree that the Chin is a peak. 
What about the Nose? Possibly. 
The Forehead? Probably not. The 
Upper and Lower Lips? I don’t 
think so. Yet from each of these 
points it is downhill in all 
directions - perhaps the intuitive 
definition of “a peak". 


1 was led to an intriguing 
article, WHAT IS A PEAK? by 
Gerry Roach in the appendix to 
his book Colorado 's Fourteeners. 
Roach takes a mathematical 
approach to the question starting 
with the postulate “Everest is a 
peak" and proceeding logically 
through 18 definitions of terms 
including connecting ridge, 
relative peak, and neighbor. 
Along the way he defines not only 
summit but also sovereign, and 
monarch. He concludes the 
exposition at step 18: “If a 
summit is not a peak, it is a 
falsie”. 


Roach points out that even 
his most simplified algorithm for 
testing the “peakhood” of a point 
in the neighborhood of a higher 
peak depends on the selection of 
an arbitrary constant, say 200 
feet, and requiring that the 
candidate point be at least 200 
feet higher than the saddle 
between it and its higher 
neighbor. With that choice, the 
Nose would be a peak. But if we 
choose a constant of 250 feet, it 
would not be. 

Clearly, it's in the eye of the 
peak bagger. 
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Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 

2006 Andrea MeQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

” * Susan Thomas 

2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 


" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

^Second consecutive 3-year term. 

Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Lditor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Q5. Name nine state capitals, in addition to Montpelier, and three 
national capitals, that share their names with Vermont towns. 

A5. 1 guess this one was too easy. Herb Ogden got it “without looking at 
an atlas, too!” They are Albany, NY, Charleston. WV, Concord. NIL 
Dover. DE, Hartford. CT, Lincoln, NE. Montgomery. AL, Richmond. 
VA, and Springfield. IL. And Athens. Greece; Berlin Germany; and 
Washington, USA. 

In August we also asked: 

Q6. Where are the five highest and five lowest elevations on the 
Long Trail proper? 

A6. This one was a little harder. Herb's five highest were Mt. Mansfield. 
Mt. Ellen, Camel’s Hump, Jay Peak, and Mt. Abraham. On the authority 
of the Long Trail Guide I have Mt. Mansfield (Chin) at 4393 feet; Mt. 
Ellen and Camels Hump, tied at 4083; Mt. Abraham at 4006; and 
Stratton at 3936. Jay Peak is sixth at 3858. 

For the lowest point, again Herb came close with Winooski River. 
Lamoille River, Clarendon Gorge, Wallingford Gulf, and Lower Cold 
River Road. From the Long Trail Guide I have the Winooski at 326 feet, 
the Lamoille at 500, Clarendon Gorge at 800, Route 140 (Wallingford 
Gulf) at 1 160, and Route 9 at 1360. The Lower Cold River Road is at 
1400. [See a related article What 's a Peak on page 1 ]. 

Here’s one based on a suggestion form Herb Ogden: 

Q7. What tw o mountains w ithin ten miles of Sherburne Pass has the 
Long Trail, at one time or another, gone east of and gone west of hut 
never gone over? 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Grifl2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770. lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Andrea MeQuade, 36 Morse Place, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-6273, andrea6273@aol.com 
Herbert Ogden. 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0. (W)774-2200. 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184. rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 

William Robichaud, 21 5 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St.. Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet. VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Distances 
are round trip and are approximate, as arc elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the 
leader if you have any questions. 

4 December, Saturday Chittenden Brook, Rochester Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2158 

Hike south on the Long Trail from Brandon Gap and down the Chittenden Brook Trail. 

Moderate, 6 miles, 868 feet elevation gain 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am 

1 1 December, Saturday Griswold Peak, Hubbardton Leaders: Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

I he highest point in Hubbardton (2006 feet) now has an official name. We'll pay it a visit. We'll follow 
logging roads for a time, then bushwhack and scramble to the top. 

Moderate, 5 miles, 1300 feet elevation gain. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

2 January, Sunday Mount Tabor Village to South End Leader: Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Snowshoe or cross country ski from the U.S. Forest Serv ice Work Center on wood roads east of Otter 
Creek, past a big beaver pond, and along the edge of the Green Mountains to South End Road. Then 
enjoy hot beverages and snacks at the Ogdens’ new home. (Have lunch beforehand; no lunch stop is 
planned en route.) 

Easy snowshoe or moderate ski, 2 miles, 250 feet elevation gain. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 12:30. pm. 

8 January, Saturday South Pond, Chittenden Leaders: Larry & Viv Walter, 7753855 

Snowshoe or cross country ski from Lefferts Pond to South Pond. 

Moderate snowshoe or difficult ski. 5 miles, 850 feet elevation gain. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

15 January, Saturday Mystery Mike Leaders: Andrea McQuade & Tad Tucker, 775-5104 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

22 January, Saturday Shrewsbury Peak, Shrewsbury Leaders: Connie & Mark Youngstrom, 492-3502 

We'll ski to the base of the mountain, then switch to snowshoes for the steep climb to the summit. 

Difficult, 7 miles. 1500 feet elevation gain. 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

29 January, Saturday Plymsbury Area, Shrewsbury Lee Wilson, 492-3542 

Ski on the newly developed trail system in the Plymsbury area of Shrewsbury. There will be some 
options for shorter routes or for snowshoeing. 

Moderate, 5 miles maximum. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 12:30.pm. 

6 February, Sunday Hot Dog Roast, Cuttingsville Leaders: Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

Join us on skis or snowshoes for a short trek into Minerva Hinchey Shelter on the Long Trail for an 
annual tradition. Bring hot dogs to roast; hot drinks will be provided. 

Easy, 0.5 miles, 50 feet elevation gain; more optional. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:30 am 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Schedule continued from previous page. 


12 February, Saturday Baker Peak, Mount Tabor Leaders: Larry & Viv Walter, 775-3855 

Snowshoe up the Lake Trail to the summit. 

Difficult, 6 miles, 2000 feet elevation gain. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

19 February, Saturday Sugar Hill Reservoir, Ripton Leaders: Cordon & Helen Cawood, 350-4310 

Ski or snowshoe on a level snowmobile route. 

Easy, 7 miles, mostly level. 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

27 February, Sunday Military Road, Hubbardton Leaders: Barb & Barry' Criffith, 492-3573 

The Military Road through Hubbardton supplied the Colonial troops at Fort Ticonderoga. and was the 
site of a Revolutionary War battle. We'll explore a section of the old road on snowshoes or skis. 
Moderate, 3 miles, some climbing. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 1 .00 pm 

5 March, Saturday Lily Pond, Bomoseen Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Snowshoe on “Park Avenue” past beaver dams and otter habitat and see several old slate quarries on the 
way to a remote pond. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am 

12 March, Saturday Mystery Bushwhack, Shrewsbury Leader: Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Venture off the trails in the Plymsbury area to explore wildlife habitat and tracks. Moose, fisher, and 
snowshoe hare are among the species common in the area. Snowshoes required. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am. 


New trails opened in Rutland’s 
Pine Hill Park 

A number of trails in Rutland City’s Pine Hill 
Park have been upgraded recently and several miles of 
new trails have been built. Volunteers working with 
Cindy Wight of the city Recreation and Parks 
Department have lain out, cleared, built, marked, and 
signed trails and constructed bridges. The trails are 
multi-use; mountain bikes are allowed on most but a 
few are reserved for pedestrians. 

A full color map, about seven inches square 
(reproduced, right), can be requested from the Rutland 
Area Physical Activity Coalition (RAPAC) at 802- 
353-0037. 
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The Spirit of Long Distance 
Hiking 

By Mrs. Gorp. aka Cynthia Taylor-Miller 

An old Chinese proverb says that a journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step. My journey on the Appalachian 
I rail began on May 20, 1977. This is the date I first stood on 
Springer Mountain in Georgia. That summer I would hike 1,560 
miles to Route 1 1 in Manchester, Vermont where I left the trail 
to return to my junior year at the University of Connecticut. 
After two intervening years during which I constantly thought 
about completing my journey, I eventually returned to Vermont 
in August of 1979 to begin the final 500 miles of my 2,060-mile 
hike to the northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. 

I was nervous leaving the trail head on Route 1 1 in 
Manchester even though I had 1,560 miles under my belt. I was 
not in the same rock hard shape I was when I had stopped in 
1977, but I was happy to be back on the trail. I knew from 
experience that I would be able to build up my endurance level 
within a couple of weeks and I was looking forward to being 
able to hike thirteen to fifteen miles each day. I knew not to 
push myself during the first week. Let the endurance build 
slowly and go with the flow I kept telling myself, but 1 was 
somewhat impatient as I started north. After a long day of 
hiking I settled into a relaxed mode and the fun of the trip began 
to overtake me. I was finally doing what I had wanted to do for 
two years. I was going to savor every moment of my hike. 

The trail in southern Vermont is blessed with several 
wonderful swimming holes. I did not pass up the opportunity to 
swim at Stratton Pond, Griffith Lake, Little Rock Pond and the 
Clarendon Gorge. My primary gear consisted of an external 
frame, blaze orange Camptrail backpack, Vasque leather boots, 
cotton and wool clothing, a Svea 123 stove. Eureka Timberline 
tent, and a Gerry down sleeping bag. I still have the sleeping 
bag and I might even wash it someday. I’m not in any rush. The 
stove still works; at least it did three years ago. The boots, now 
too small for my older, wider feet, are sitting on a rack in the 
garage. I just can’t bring myself to discard them. 

In 25 years some of the names of shelters have changed. 
Sunnyside Camp is now the Minerva Hinchey Shelter and 
Tamarack Shelter, where I took refuge from an afternoon 
thunderstorm, no longer exists. I have returned to Springer 
Mountain three times since 1977 and once to Katahdin in 
Maine. This past summer I hiked 870 miles on the Appalachian 
Trail to complete a second re-hike of the entire Appalachian 
Trail. 

Over the years I've seen many changes. The trail has been 
relocated, fields have grown in, new shelters built, shelters 
renamed, shelters torn down, more women hikers, and lighter 
improved gear. However the one thing that remains unchanged 
is strong spirit of long distance hiking in my soul. 


In The North Woods 

By Roma Pulling 

As Alfred and I drove into Pittsburg on a recent trip to 
northern New Hampshire, a large sign loomed in front of us 
welcoming us to “The North Woods. " Before we could get too 
wrapped up in contemplating breezes in the pines, the fragrance 
of balsams and the high-pitched whistle of the white-throated 
sparrow. I noticed a familiar sight down a side street; The 
Golden Arches. 

We had driven to this area in search of the headwaters of 
the Connecticut River. Years ago we had visited Third 
Connecticut Lake in the mistaken belief that we had reached the 
source of the river only to read later that Fourth Connecticut 
Lake was the actual beginning. So we were there to complete 
our quest. In order to allow ourselves more time, we spent the 
night in Pittsburg with plans for an early start the next day. 

To reach Number 4 one drives to U. S. Customs at the 
Canadian border on Route 3. There is a parking lot on the right 
near a border marker with the trailhead on the left. We arrived 
early dressed for cold temperatures, which proved to be a wise 
move. Signs and a brochure informed us that the area was 
preserved by the Nature Conservancy, which acquired it as a gift 
from Champion International Corporation. The trail is about a 
mile long and quite steep, but we felt a sense of accomplishment 
at finally gazing at the Connecticut’s start. The lake is the 
smallest of the four Connecticut lakes but gives rise to New 
England's longest river. It consists of two and a half acres and 
lies at an elevation of 2670 feet. The trail winds in and out of 
Canada several times with small brass plaques in the ground at 
each crossing. And no Customs stations! 

We spent the afternoon of our first day hiking on the Gore 
Mountain Trail in the town of Norton and in Avery's Gore but 
had to turn back because we didn't have time to reach our goal 
of Gore Mountain. A destination for another trip! We wanted to 
reach Newport, where we planned to spend the night. 

The third day of our trip was the real gem. We planned to 
meet three hikers as they emerged from the woods on the Long 
Trail at the Canadian border. One of them was completing his 
End-to-End that day. Over a period of at least eight years we 
have helped this gentleman along the way and on the day in 
question were going to take him and his two companions to their 
car parked in Hazen’s Notch. We wanted to stop on our way up 
the Journey's End Trail to see the new shelter. Journey's End II. 
To our surprise, the old shelter, which we had stayed in back in 
1983, was still standing. We wished we could stay in the new 
shelter but had to press on. We did reach the border in time to 
meet the hikers at the completion of their trek and gave the new 
End-to-Ender our congratulations. 

What a pleasant trip we had! We hope for many more of 
the same. 
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Outing 'Reports 

Otter Creek, Proctor to 
Florence 

By Barbara Griffith 
14 August 2004 

Putting in our vessels just 
below Sunderland Falls in Proetor 
the five of us with leader Jerry 
Parker were rewarded with the 
unusual cascade of water over the 
scenic marble ledges. Usually one 
only encounters this sight in the 
spring time when snow and ice 
are melting. A rainy wet summer 
sure changes things. The seven- 
mile trip was a fast one with the 
water coming close to the top of 
the creek’s banks. We were 
zipping right along. Last year we 
encountered snags and even had 
to portage at one point. Not in 
2004! No snags were even seen. 
We soon floated under the newly 
refurbished Gorham Bridge 
admiring the workmanship that 
had gone into it and the rock 
facade over the concrete 
abutments. A feature that we were 
sure would have been missed if 
we had been viewing from above. 
Lunch was enjoyed beside 
Furnace Brook which was roiling 
out into the Creek. A bench was 
nicely placed beside one of 
Pittsford's many trails for our 
repast. 

Onward the flotilla 
continued, spotting a herd of cows 
chewing their cuds under one of 
the many massive silver maple 
trees that line the creek. As we 
continued our journey we 
encountered a long legged tall 
white bird on the shoreline across 
from the cows. What could it be? 
Jerry identified it as a cattle egret, 
rarely spotted in Vermont. (Its 


presence was reported to the 
Rutland Audubon Society). We 
went over Pitt’s Ford noting that 
it would have been difficult to 
ford with anything other than a 
boat today. A side trip was taken 
a short way up a side creek to the 
small falls that mark the 
waterpower site of one of 
Pittsford's earliest mills. We shot 
out of that stream back to the 
creek and finished our trip taking 
out at the Hammond Covered 
Bridge in Florence. In the 1927 
flood this bridge was lifted off its 
abutments and carried more than a 
mile downstream where it came 
to rest. It survived with the 
strength of the lattice truss design 
and was moved back to its 
original spot the next winter. 
What a fast river run adventure 
we had been involved in! 

Haystack and Beyond 

22 August 2004 

By Steve and Diana Williams, 

leaders 

This “Haystack” refers to the 
one in Pawlet, Vermont, and 
none of the three other 
“Haystacks” in the state. 

The group comprised Ray 
Catozzi, Gerry Parker, the 
leaders, and two friends of theirs, 
Rob Holbrook and Cyndy Warner. 
While originally scheduled for 
Saturday 21 August, it was 
postponed to Sunday because of 
rain and limited visibility on 
Saturday morning. 

The outing started on Waite 
Hill Road in Pawlet; ready 
parking being available at the foot 
of the private Tunket Road. 

The first stop up the Tunket 
Road was the home of Philip and 
Erin Ackerman-Leist where 
Philip had graciously agreed to 


present a little (very) local 
history. Philip teaches a number 
of environmentally related 
subjects at Green Mountain 
College and recently worked with 
three students to research some 
history of the area on behalf of 
the Nature Conservancy. 
Amongst the group's findings 
were that the original settler’s 
route from Pawlet to Caslleton 
was not the current Route 30. 
presumably because such a route 
would have passed Lake St. 
Catherine and exposed travelers 
to the bad “humors" then 
associated with such a lake. 
Philip commented on the local 
settlement of “Tunket" which is 
evidenced by some five or six 
local cellar holes. It would seem 
that the settlement came to an end 
in the early twentieth century; a 
situation Philip is now rectifying 
by building his own house there. 





•» 


* 


Mettawee valley 


Haystack 


From a map of 1 867 it seems 
as though the main Pawlct- 
Castleton route was originally 
along the Tunket Road, on the 
east side of Haystack, Middle and 
Bald Mountains, and could well 
have been developed from an 
Abenaki track. 

Philip gave two possible 
meanings of “Tunket”; “the route 
between two hills" being one. and 
as a euphemism for hell as the 
other; “Go to Tunket" having 
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been a local expression of 
disfavor. 

1 lowever. back to hiking 
which was. after all. the original 
intent. The route, branching off 
lunket Road just below the 
Ackerman-Leist property, was 
mostly gently graded, but with 
one steep pitch which, with the 
recent rain. was slippery, 
particularly for the return journey. 

The summit provided 
excellent views of the Mettawee 
Valley, Lake St. Catherine, the 
Adirondaeks. and the Cireens, 
including Killington and Pico. 

About half way down the 
descent, the day's route left the 
main trail and joined an old 
logging road traveling north. With 
two changes of direction onto 
new tracks (found by the leaders 
as a result of talking to Pawlet 
and Wells residents) and half an 
hour’s walking, an open meadow 
was found with a fine overlook 
over East Wells. From there some 
meadow meanderings led to the 
leaders' car previously spotted 
just off the East Wells Road. For 
the parking spot at his home and 
permission to cross the meadows 
thanks are due to Phil Russell. 
President of the Manchester 
Section of the Green Mountain 
Club. In spite of the in-between 
transitions from one logging track 
to another, and the apparent 
disappearance of Tunket Road, 
the final few hundred yards from 
Phil's house out on to the East 
Wells Road was again on “Tunket 
Road". 

The conclusion was wine, 
lemonade and cheese at the 
Williams. However, for that to 
take place, thanks are due to 


Gerry Parker for capturing, and 
removing in a glass jar. a bat. 
which had elected to rest under 
the Williams' unfurled sunshade. 
We hope that the bat is now 
happily ensconced with Gerry's 
neighbor who collects his. or her. 
species. 

Glen Lake Overlook 

19 September 2004 
By Bob Perkins, leader 

It was a beautiful early fall 
day. Nineteen people and two 
dogs voted approval with their 
feet (46 to 0) of our scheduling an 
easy Sunday afternoon walk. We 
proeeeded through the pines along 
the lake shore and across the 
bridge at the lake’s narrow neck. 
There the leader, who had 
previewed the route several 
months earlier, was mildly 
embarrassed by a sign indicating 
that the trail from that point was 
temporarily closed due to logging 
operations. 

Not to be stymied by this 
inconvenience, we decided to 
follow an alternate trail that 
seemed to start off in 
approximately the right direction. 
After a half mile or so, however, 
our alternate trail turned north 
while our destination was to our 
south. As a last resort we 
followed a logging road south for 
a short distance until the mud 
forced us to give up and head for 
home. 

But our story has a happy 
ending. On the way down chief 
scout Jerry Parker, noting a huge 
rock close by, explored off-trail 
and located an easy route to the 
top of an out-cropping. We 
enjoyed a fine view of Glen Lake, 


very much like that from the 
temporarily closed overlook. 

Burnt Rock Mountain, 

Fayston 

25 September 2004 
By Roma Pulling, leader 

Years ago when we had 
completed hiking the Long I rail 
and then photographed all the 70- 
some shelters, we were searching 
for a new challenge. We decided 
on hiking as many of the side 
trails as possible and one day set 
off for Fayston with a party of KS 
hikers to hike the Hedgehog 
Brook frail. Since then I had had 
a couple of requests to hike the 
trail again; so on the above date 
we met 1 1 hikers at the park. 
There was some grumbling about 
the early hour, but we explained 
that it was a long drive to the 
trailhead. We picked up two 
other people on the way, one in 
Killington and one in I lancock. 

On our first trip we had 
sauntered easily at the start over 
two bridges and past a camp and 
were very disappointed to find 
that the lower part of the trail had 
been relocated at the request of 
the landowner. The route 
immediately plunged down into a 
ravine over huge boulders, 
crossed a rushing stream on wet. 
slippery rocks, and climbed a 
rocky bank on the other side. The 
trail never got much easier. 

As Alfred and I are slower 
than we were on the first trip, our 
plan was to climb as far as we 
could, eat our lunch and then head 
back down in order to be in the 
parking lot to greet the rest of our 
group when they returned. We 
met eight other hikers and nearly 
as many dogs but were back at 
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our cars when the summiteers got 
back. They reported meeting the 
X 1 -year-old end-to-ender whose 
picture was in the paper not long 
before our hike. 

I his was not a hike we would 
usually schedule these days, but 
we wanted to show that we aim to 
please. 

Shrewsbury Peak 

By: Barbara & Barry Griffith, 
leaders 

2 October 2004 

Iffy weather did not deter a 
large crowd of trekkers from a 
walk up to the 3720-foot tall 
Shrewsbury Peak. Rain gear in 
packs, we gradually ascended the 
gated Black Spruce road up to the 
blue blazed trail. This area is 
known as black bear habitat with 
a very large forest of beechnut 
trees. It's now only 1.4 miles to 
the summit. Once on the blue 
blazed trail about halfway up on 
the left is an overgrown area that 
in the 1970s one could envision 


where the clearing for a ski area 
stood. The CCC camps built and 
maintained this area back in the 
1930s. We reached the peak for 
lunch. Soon clouds parted and we 
were rewarded with beautiful fall 
colors, good companionship, and 
crisp clear air. On a good day 
from several rocky views to the 
southeast one may see Mt. 
Ascutney. Mt. Kearsagc, and Mt. 
Monadnock. To the south are 
l.udlow Mountain, Bromley, and 
Stratton. 

A few hikers descended the 
same trail while the others moved 
down the rocky trail to the 
“chimney” parking lot. This trail 
descends steeply through dense 
balsam fir into a sag, them climbs 
to the summit of Russell Hill 
(elevation 2540). At the top is a 
well (unsafe) and a log lcan-too. 
There is then an easy descent 
back down to the parking lot by 
the CCC road. We were all glad 
that doubtful weather didn’t 
discourage this trip! 


Susie Peak 

30 October 2004 
By Ray Catozzi. leader 

This would have been a nice 
climb to the top of Susie Peak in 
Clarendon with its rocky 
outcropping on the top looking 
east toward the Rutland airport, 
and northeast toward Rutland. But 
we never made it for two reasons. 

First, after we parked at a big 
red bam on the North I inmouth 
Road, I missed the turnoff onto a 
dirt road that goes right between a 
farmhouse and barn. We walked 
south on the North Tinmouth 
Road for quite a long way before 
I realized my mistake. We 
retraced our steps, found the 
turnoff, and walked west toward 
the trailhead. 

But before we got to the trail 
we heard continuing gun shots 
farther up on the mountain. That 
was the second reason we didn't 
climb Susie Peak. 



A turtle hiker enjoys the view southwest from the lookout on Bear Mountain 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting, 19 October 2004 


By Barbara Griffith. Acting Secretary 

Attendance: Board members present 
were Barbara Griffith. Lynda Hutchins. 
Roma Pulling. Cynthia Taylor-Miller, 
Sue Thomas, and Steve Williams. Guests 
present were Barry Griffith, Herb 
Ogden, Bob Perkins, and Al Pulling. 

Ihe meeting was called to order by 
President Steve Williams. 

Secretary's Report: The minutes of the 
17 June 2004 Directors meeting, as 
published in the August Smoke A Blazes, 
were amended to indicate that section 
member Kathleen Woods, a Vermont 
Country Store employee, was 
responsible for the $500 gift from 
Vermont Country Store. With that 
correction, the minutes were accepted. 

Treasurer’s Report: Roma provided the 
following data: 


Checking account $73 1 .68 

Cash on hand $135.00 

Savings $1 126.31 

CD $1396.43 

Kirk savings $ 1 509.85 

Kirk CDs $13,195.27 

Memberships 91 

Voting members 145 


She noted that the Kirk Fund has 
increased by $500 because of the 
Vermont Country Store donation. The 
report was accepted. 

Trails & Shelters Report: Herb 

reported on the Canty Trail work. More 
puncheon needs to be added to the 
muddy section of the trail and perhaps 
some "turnpiking" will be needed. The 
extra cost would be $52.20. A motion 
was made and passed to fund that 
amount for the extra puncheon needed. 
Herb intends to skid stuff in during the 
winter months. 

Herb is looking into the Last Wills of the 
Kirks to better enable the Club to 
understand the Kirks’ intentions as to 
spending of the principle or interest from 
the Kirk Fund. 


Herb sends out notices prior to work 
projects to gamer helpers. 

Cindy has reported to the Main Club that 
there are now blazed ATV trails on Bear 
Mt. 

Governor Clement Shelter Update: 
Barbara reported on the continuing 
efforts to protect the shelter from 
vandalism. 

There is a cost estimate of $8,000 for a 
gate including posts, abutments, and 
barriers. It was suggested that the town 
supply the labor. Barbara and Barry 
Griffith will attend the 20 October 
meeting of the Shrewsbury Select Board 
at which gating will be discussed. They 
will report back to our board. 

A parking ordinance is still being 
considered and Forest Service signs of 
"No Motorized Vehicles" have been 
offered. 

Outing Attendees: There has been 
concern that, for some outings, people 
show up who do not have the physical 
condition or level of experience 
appropriate for that particular event. We 
discussed whether we should be doing a 
more thorough job of screening outing 
participants. 

It seems that other GMC Sections do 
some pre-hike screening and limit the 
numbers allowed per outing by omitting 
the starting time and place from the 
published schedule. This requires the 
would-be hiker to call the leader in 
advance and gives the leader a chance to 
discuss the level of difficulty of the trip 
and to explore the caller’s qualifications. 

Some of the hike leaders present liked 
this approach; others felt that fielding the 
phone calls would be a burden or that 
they would be uncomfortable rejecting 
an applicant. After some discussion the 
board decided to experiment with the 
following compromise: 

The schedule published in Smoke & 
Blazes , which goes primarily to Section 
members, will contain starting time and 
place as at present. However, for the 


schedule published in the public media, 
each hike leader may choose to publish 
starting time and place or to require 
potential hikers to call them for the 
information. 

In addition, we should 117 to provide, 
both in the schedule and at the meeting 
location, a more complete hike 
description including items such as 
elevation gain, distance, amount of time 
expected for the outing, and degree of 
difficulty. 

Publicity: Our publicity panel will be on 
display at the upcoming discount day at 
Eastern Mountain Sports. The panel is 
currently in the Rutland Free Library. 

Outing Schedule: Sue reported that the 
winter schedule is in progress 

Smoke & Blazes-Bob reminded hike 
leaders that November first is the 
deadline for registering winter outing 
dates with Sue. 

Steve will look into the possibility of 
including advertising in Smoke A- Blazes. 
Circulation is about 175 copies per issue 
including a copy to each GMC section 
president and newsletter editor. 

GMC Waterbury Directors’ Meeting: 

Lynda attended the 18 September 
meeting at Stratton Mountain. Her in 
depth report of that meeting included the 
following highlights. 

Random membership survey results were 
discussed. 

There is an urgency to get on with 
fundraising with a $5 million goal. 
Feasibility study results were reviewed. 

The mission of the GMC needs to be 
clarified. Maybe the club should get out 
of some wilderness groups such as 
Chittenden Bank 2-for-l deal. The GMC 
shouldn't back down to political pressure 
on issues such as ATV use in the 
wilderness. 

Next meeting; The next Killington 
Section Board meeting will be 15 
February 2005 (the third Tuesday), al 
7:00 PM at Barry Griffith's office 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Lotiy, Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke tfi Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $30 ADDRESS: 

Family $40 

Semor/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Individual Lifetime $750 

Family Lifetime $1000 PHONE: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

* 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Killington Section hikers enjoy lunch break at Sunrise Shelter 


Buck Mountain, NY 

9 October 2004 
by Sue Thomas, leader. 

We had a record turnout for the 
hike up Buck Mountain - almost 
200! Well. OK. they weren't all in 
our group, and we learned a valuable 
lesson - steer clear of the entire Lake 
George region on Columbus Day 
weekend. 

The trail begins right at the lake 
shore, at a large parking lot that was 
already nearly full. Later arrivals 
told us they circled like vultures 
waiting for a spot to open up. and 
when we left cars were parked down 
the road for at least a half mile. 

We started up the trail a few 
minutes behind a group of 28 kids 
and adults from a Schenectady youth 
organization and soon overtook their 
tail - two large ladies in inadequate 
shoes who clearly had no idea what 
they'd signed up for back at 
headquarters! They were good 
natured about it though. We offered 
some encouraging words and moved 
on. 

The hike up was uncrowded, 
but not so the summit. We managed 
to find a patch of rock to call our 
own. off to one side, shielded from 
the hoards by a screen of trees, and 
had a peaceful lunch. It really is a 
beautiful summit - the rocks are 
studded with garnet crystals and 
below stretches Lake George dotted 
with islands, sailboats and the toney 


Sagamore Resort. How often do you 
get a chance to “look down on" the 
rich and famous? Across the lake is 
Tongue Mountain, known for 
rattlesnakes and behind it the 
Adirondack High Peaks. 

Yes. fewer people would have 
been nice, but we had a good day. 
The only down side was the behavior 
of the youth group - nice kids all 
when we spoke to them, but 
apparently no one had ever told them 
to pack out their trash. We did. and 
they seemed genuinely bewildered. I 
hope before their next excursion 
they'll get some instruction on how 
to behave in the woods. In the 
meantime we collected several bags 
of water bottles in their wake. 

Coming down we were 
surprised to meet the same two 
ladies, still gamely trudging on. I 
sincerely hope they made it to the 
top eventually. They certainly earned 
it. 


I he biggest disappointment ot 
the day came when we discovered 
my favorite ice-cream shop closed 
Oh no! We drowned our sorrows 
with makc-your-own sundaes at 
Stewart's and the day was saved. 

Chittenden Brook 

4 December 2004 
by Sue Thomas, leader 

Surprise, surprise winter 
bypassed Rutland and dumped a load 
of snow right where we planned to 
hike. Most of us were not as 
prepared as we might have been, but 
we managed to slip and slide up the 
Long Trail from Brandon Gap. 
arriving at Sunrise Shelter in time for 
lunch. 

With the steepest climbing 
behind us we could then turn our 
attention to the beaut) of the new 
snow on the trees a Christmas card 
everywhere you looked. Moose were 
lurking - we saw plenty of tracks 


See Outing Reports pope 6 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 


VervnontriA/Ca u 


Killington Section, 

(ireen Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 


A question based on a suggestion from Herb Ogden was posed in 
the November issue: 


ferm expires in: 


2005 Barbara Griffith 

" * Bill Robichaud 

" Steve Williams 

2006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 

2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 


Cindy Taylor-Miller 


Q7. What two mountains w ithin ten miles of Sherburne Pass has the 
Long Trail, at one time or another, gone east of and gone west of but 
never gone over? 

A7. The Long Trail was west of Deer Leap till about 1969. then east, 
then west since the recent relocation. The Trail was cast of Pico Peak and 
is now to the west. (Herb originally asked about a three-mile radius. I 
thought that was too easy and changed it to the ten-mile radius. After all. 
how many mountains are there within three miles of the Pass? Td.| 


"‘Second consecutive 3-year term. 

Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Steve Williams 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 



Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


View of the Coolidge Range looking over Spring Lake 

Q8. What was the former name for Spring Lake? 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293. john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shorehain.net 
Andrea McQuade. 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Herbert Ogden. 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, (11)293-2510. (W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184. rperkinsvt@aol.com 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 

William Robichaud, 21 5 Lincoln Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-2567 

Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St., Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024. purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Paw let. VT 05775. 645-9529. voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2005 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy footwear, dress 
appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Distances are round trip and are 
approximate, as are elevation gains, d rips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any 
questions. 

5 March, Saturday Lily Pond, Bomosecn Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Snowshoe on "Park Avenue" past beaver dams and otter habitat and see several old slate quarries on the 
way to a remote pond. 

Moderate. 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am 

12 March, Saturday Mystery Bushwhack, Shrewsbury Leader: Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Venture off the trails in the Plymsbury area to explore wildlife habitat and tracks. Moose. Usher, and 
snowshoe hare are among the species common in the area. Snowshoes required. 

Moderate. 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am. 

20 March, Sunday Herrick Mountain, Ira Leaders: Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Some bushwhacking and steep climbing, rewarded w ith a view from the top of this 2726-foot mountain. 
Difficult, 6 to 7 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

26 March, Saturday Griswold Peak, lluhbardton Leaders: Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

The highest point in l lubbardton (2006 feet) now has an official name. We'll pay it a visit. We'll follow 
logging roads for a time, then bushwhack and scramble to the top. 

Moderate. 5 miles, 1300 feet elevation gain. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

2 April, Saturday Sugar Hill Reservoir, Kipton Leaders: Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310 

Easy, 5 miles, mostly level. 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

9 April, Saturday Pond Woods Wildlife Refuge, Orwell Leader: Bill Holt, 537-4227 

Early wildflowers. A lake and three ponds along the way. Wear appropriate foot gear for wet conditions. 
Rain date: 10 April. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the lire station at 9:00 am 

16 April, Saturday Birding at West Rutland Marsh Leader: Roy Pilcher, 459-2851 

A joint trip with Rutland County Audubon Society to identify the returning spring birds with local 
experts. Bring binoculars. 

Easy, 3.5 miles, about 4 hours. 

Leave from the West Rutland Price Chopper parking lot at 7:00 am. 

23 April, Saturday Section Potluck & Annual Meeting Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Bring utensils and a dish to share. Potluck begins at 6:00 pm followed by a short business meeting and 
election of directors, then a slide program. Nonmembers welcome! 

Join us at Good Shepherd l.utheran Church, Hillside Avenue. Rutland at 6:00 pm. 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2005 

Schedule continued from previous page. 

24 April, Sunday Split Rock Mt., Westport, NV Leaders: Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Views of Lake Champlain. Giant Mountain, and the Dix Range. 

Moderate. 3.5 to 5.5 miles, elevation gain 670 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

7 May, Saturday Appalachian Trail, Killington Leader: Sue Thomas, 77.3-2185 

Follow the AT from Sherburne Pass up Deer Lead for a quick view, then east thru Gifford Woods, along 
Kent Pond and past a beautiful cascading waterfall. Steep up Deer Leap; then easy. 

Moderate. 4.5 to 5 miles. elevation gain 400 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the cast end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

14 May, Saturday Lower Elevation Work Party Leader: Herb Ogden, 29.3-2510 

Join us for a day of spring cleaning on the Appalachian/Long Trail. Tools provided or bring your own. 
Wear sturdy foot gear and bring along lunch and bug repellent. 

Lasy to moderate tasks available. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

15 May, Sunday Wildflower Identification Leader: Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

Leader will choose location depending on conditions. 

Probably easy. We'll stop to smell the flowers. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

21 May, Saturday Buck Mt., Lake George, NY Leader: Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Beautiful summit overlooking Lake George and the Adirondacks. 

Moderate. 4.6 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

25 May, Wednesday Sunset Hike, Pine Hill, Park, Rutland Leaders: Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

An easy hike with some short climbs in Pine Hill Park. Bring musical instruments for a sing along, and 
supper if you'd like. 

Easy. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 5:30 i*m 

4 June, Saturday National Trails Day Work Party Leader: Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

All around the country folks will be out doing maintenance on trails in preparation for the hiking season. 
Join the Killington Section in spring cleanup on the higher elevations of the Appalachian/Long Trail in 
Killington and Mendon. Tools provided or bring your own. Wear sturdy foot gear and bring along lunch 
and bug repellent. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

1 1 June, .Saturday Mount Equinox, Manchester Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

A steep climb to the 3825-foot summit, the highest peak in the Taconic Range. Visit the memorial to 
Mr. Barbo. probably the only summit monument to a dog. Stay at Lookout Rock for peace and quiet, or 
continue on to the top of the auto road to see vintage sports cars taking part in the annual Equinox I fill 
Climb. Some date back to before World War One. 

Difficult, 6.5 to 7 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 
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The Killington Section 
remembers Diana Williams 
1938-2005 

By Sue I homas 

A few years back when Herb 
retired as Killington Section 
President we faced a bit of a 
dilemma. Ihc annual meeting 
loomed, and no one willing to take 
up the reins could be found. What to 
do? Then salvation Steve and 
Diana Williams made the colossal 
error of not attending the meeting 
and. not there to defend himself. 
Steve was duly elected. Blissfully 
unaware, they joined us for a hike in 
Dorset the next weekend, and truly 
thought we were joking when we 
said “Oh. by the way,...”. When we 
finally succeeded in convincing 
Steve that he was in fact the 
President of the Killington Section, 


The Golden Years 

by Roma Pulling 

Nearly everyone has heard this 
euphemism [ha!]. Of course the 
younger generation puts it another 
way: We’re "over the hill" or "older 
than dirt." [Blunt, but closer to the 
truth.) And then there arc those who 
ask. "But what do you DO???" 
(Now I'm beginning to get annoyed.] 
So from all us golden-aged, over-the- 
hill delinquents, here is one way we 
keep occupied. 

We have been asked how hikers 
who do a one-way hike get back to 
their cars. That's where we and a few 
others come in. They call us for 
help, and we meet them at the end of 
their trek and take them back to the 
beginning and their parked car. Or 
we meet them where their car is 
parked and take them where they 
want to start their hike. Here are a 
few examples of aid we have given: 


Diana was bemused. "I guess that 
makes me the First Lady.” she 
remarked. 



F 


That gentle good humor was 
one of the gifts she brought to enrich 
our outings, along with a great 
appreciation for the outdoors, 
curiosity about the flora, fauna, and 
history of the region, and a good 
natured determination to keep on, no 


mater the steepness of the hill. 

Last year the hill got very steep. 
Throughout most of 2004. while 
Diana struggled through the ups and 
downs of chemotherapy and endless 
hospital visits, she remained a 
presence on our hikes and never out 
of mind. We kept tabs on her 
progress and hoped our good wishes 
would help speed her recovery and 
return her to us on the trails. 

In tact, she is very much with us 
these days as we think of her often 
when we slog up the hills, enjoy a 
beautiful view, examine animal 
tracks in the snow, and laugh at 
Dickens’ sty lish wardrobe. I'm sure I 
speak for the entire Killington 
Section in extending our condolences 
to the Williams family, and our 
appreciation for the time she spent 
with us. She will be missed 


In 1995 a gentleman called from 
Tampa, Florida, about a hike he and 
others wanted to do in October. We 
were pleased to do so, but the day 
they planned to fly into Albany 
airport was a day when the fringes of 
a hurricane crossed through this area. 
It seemed unlikely anyone could fly 
to Albany in that kind of weather or 
that anyone would want to hike in it. 
but we had promised to be there to 
meet them and they hadn't canceled. 
So we drove to our meeting place, 
and as we thought, no one was there. 
But we decided to wait a while, and 
an hour later they showed up. We 
took them to their trailhead over a 
Class 4 road in the rain, dark and 
fog. As we let them out of the car, I 
heard one say to the other: "I’ll get 
you for this. Rich." 

In 1997 we received a request 
for assistance from a hiker in New 
Jersey who wanted to be picked up in 
Glencliff, New Hampshire, and 
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brought back to Sherburne (this was 
before the recent silliness]. We don't 
usually drive such distances, but the 
end of the trip was near home, wasn't 
it? So we were at the meeting place 
at the appointed time. We had time 
for a short hike on the AT. It was a 
really remote area, and it began to 
get dark. And I began to get 
nervous. We locked all the windows 
and doors and settled down for a 
long wait. In an unusually short time, 
considering their drive from New 
Jersey, the two gentlemen showed up 
and were transported back here. 

My last example is about a 
gentleman from Georgia who has 
been hiking in Vermont every year 
but one since 1996. We look forward 
to his call every year now. This year 
he completed his End to End. and we 
were there for him. T his is one way 
for the Over-the-Hill Gang to keep 
occupied. 
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and rubbed trees, but they didn't 
seem interested in socializing and 
never showed themselves. 

From a gap in the trees we were 
treated to a beautiful panoramic view 
of the very white White Mountains 
just as a large flock of geese flew 
across the valley in the foreground. 
No doubt they also had been startled 
by winter's sudden appearance and 
were hurrying to their condo in 
Miami. 

We descended the Chittenden 
Brook Trail as gracefully as possible 
under the circumstances, awarding 
extra points for style, and emerged 
just at dusk. 

Brooklyn to South End 

2 January 2005 
by Herb Ogden, leader 

We may have set a statistical 
record on this hike. Nearly 1.5 per 
cent of the population of one town 
turned out for it. That was three 
people from Mount labor, my home 
town since July 2004. If the same 
thing happened in Rutland City, we'd 
have about 250 hikers! Of course, I 
don't mean to slight the participation 
of the rest of the dozen hikers and 
two dogs who showed up on a 
cool, gray afternoon with freezing 
rain in the forecast, cither. 

We began at the U.S. Forest 
Service work camp in Mt. Tabor 
Village, otherwise known as 
Brooklyn. The new building is well 
underway. It replaces one used by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps 
during the Great Depression. Jerry 
Parker brought along a book of 
photos of CCC projects and people, 
and it was much appreciated. The 
two Brooklynites explained a further 
aspect of the CCC work: the two 
structures with tiny windows, 
massive cement walls, and thick 


metal doors just south of the work 
camp were used to store explosives. 

After climbing up onto a 
plateau past a split boulder that one 
Danby hiker remembered playing on 
as a child, we reached the end of the 
passable road, managed a tricky 
brook ford, and followed a woodroad 
along the east side of a beautiful 
beaver pond. Near the marshy south 
end of the beaver pond, at the foot of 
the Green Mountains, I pointed out a 
stone log landing. This was the 
northern end of the Emporium 
Lumber Company Railroad, built in 
1906 to haul logs to a mill between 
South End Road and Otter Creek, 
then on to the Rutland Railroad at 
the South End of Mt. Tabor. 
Continuing south on the woodroad, I 
pointed out the railroad grade 
running through a grove of red pine. 
Since it was abandoned in 1916, 
parts of the grade are hard to make 
out. We headed west from the 
railroad grade and woodroad to 
explore an area of many stone walls 
and a possible esker. If I had known, 
we could have gone a little farther 
west to a cellarhole and a small 
cemetery. As it was. we returned to 
the woodroad and railroad grade, 
heading south. Soon after we 
crossed a causeway with a stone 
culvert (pretty substantial for a 
logging railroad). I pointed out a 
switchback. Three more of these 
used to bring the rails down to the 
level of Otter Creek. We took the 
higher woodroad, passed a 
cellarhole, and climbed over a little 
ridge to see the icy, spectacular 
cascade of McGinn Brook. 
Following the brook down, we saw 
the ruins of a water powered mill, 
and Jerry found a piece of old 
machinery. By this time, the 
freezing rain had begun, and we 
were happy to reach my house on 
Casey Hill, overlooking South End, 
where hot beverages and goodies 
awaited us. 


South Pond, Chittenden 

8 January 2005 

by Viv Bebee & Tarry Walter, 
leaders 

We had a good turnout for this 
one. with 14 heads counted at the 
(railhead. flic weather was 
agreeable, with some snow showers 
on the hill and some windy 
conditions by the Pond. The route is 
a retracement of an abandoned side 
trail of the Long Trail, running 
easterly from Lefferts Pond just over 
the ridge to South Pond. 

The majority of the trail falls 
within the National Forest, but near 
the top of the ridge it enters private 
property, owned by Bob Ashton. 
(603-643- 1851). If you want to hike 
to South Pond, Mr. Ashton only asks 
that you let him know you'll be up 
that way. He does not allow AT V’s 
or Snowmobiles on his property. 

The route has not been blazed 
for years, so you have to really 
watch for old, blue paint, especially 
on the upper section. Dave Coppock 
kept us on course where things got 
steep and ill-defined. Anyone using 
this trail in the winter would be well 
advised to wear snowshoes with 
crampons or some other traction 
device, as it gets a little dicey 
towards the top. (There is an 
alternate route up an old timber road 
which branches off of the trail and 
crosses the brook, but warm weather 
had eliminated the ice bridges which 
had been available last week.) 

flic pond itself sits in a nicely 
cleared area, just below Bob's place. 
He and his caretaker came down to 
visit while we were eating lunch on 
the leeward side of a utility building. 
This is a nice hike through some 
large maple, ash and birch, with 
evidence of moose activity (we 
followed some tracks near the 
bottom). I had rated this hike as 
moderate, but in winter it probably 
should be listed as difficult. 


-6- 


I olnme >S. Number / 


Smoke A Blazes 


l ebnian 2l)<b 


Pine Hill Park 

15 January 2005 
by Andrea McQuade 
& l ad Tucker, leaders 

A group of 13 hikers enjoyed a 
six-mile outing in the Pine Hill Park 
area, which is located in Rutland 
City. The trails were snow covered 
enough for hiking boots, but not 
enough lor snowshoes or skis. The 
hike on this trail system was far 
easier than getting across the parking 
lot. which was sheer ice. Our group 
saw quite a variety of trees and other 
vegetation, as well as a splendid 
view of mountains to the north, 
including Blue Ridge and Pico. 

Hot Dogs at Minerva Hinchey 

6 February 2005 
by Roma Pulling, leader 

What a great day we had! After 
last year's struggle with cold 
temperatures, sleet and drizzle, the 
sunshine and ideal snow conditions 
seemed almost miraculous. We left 
the park with ten people and were 
met at Spring Lake Ranch in 
Shrewsbury by four more people and 
one dog. And oh yes, by two flocks 
of turkeys, which make the ranch 
their home. 

Piling the fire wood and food 
items we had taken with us on two 
plastic toboggans. we donned 
snowshoes and started up the trail to 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter. While 
Alfred and one of the Toms built a 
fire in the fireplace in front of the 
shelter. Dickens and his owner took 
a large group on a hike down the 
Long Trail and via a loop, back to 
the shelter in time for lunch. Jean 
and I took a shorter hike north on the 
trail. Accompanying the roasted dogs 
were potato chips, mustard, ketchup, 
rolls, cookies, hot chocolate and 
coffee. 

As we wound down the lunch 
phase of our outing. I heard a 
challenge: "Let's build a snowman!" 
Soon several of us were at work on 


what? It started as a snowman but 
acquired ears and a tail, more like a 
snow rabbit. The next hikers arc 
probably still scratching their heads. 

As we put out the fire and 
packed our supplies for the return 
trip to the cars. Sue told us of ice 
cutting at Spring Lake. We were ofl 
to see this operation, which I hadn't 
seen since I was a child. It was being 
done in the old way with hand saws, 
nary a chain saw in sight. Several 
chunks were lying around that we 
could examine, but no workers were 
there on Sunday. 

We had a wonderful day and 
were pleased to share it with such a 
fine group. 

Baker Peak, Mt. Tabor 

1 2 February 2005 
by Viv Bebee 
& Larry Walter, leaders 

The weather cooperated nicely 
with a fresh eight-inch layer of new 
snow, on what would otherwise have 
been a pretty icy trudge. A dozen 
souls made the hike today. The 
weather was near perfect, at just 
below freezing, with hardly anyone 
wearing hats on the way up. 

The trail head is accessed from 
a small, plowed lot off of South End 
Road (a couple miles south of 
Danby). The route runs up some 
beautiful old stands of White Pine 
and along a brook, which you 
eventually cross. We easily crossed 
the brook, which was at low flow. 

About half of the trail is routed 
along an old carriage road used in 
the early 19"' century to access a 
tourist lodge built by lumber baron, 
John Griffith. The inn is long since 
gone, but the old road grade survives 
surprisingly intact. 

Once the trail switches back to 
the north, you cross into wilderness 
just before you walk under a large 
conifer windfall. We caught 
glimpses of the Danby Mine on the 


opposite side of the valley and 
crossed a nicely built foot bridge 
which is anchored on the west of a 
rock face. You can still sec the 
pieces of solid bar-stock cemented 
into the rock which supported a 
much larger bridge for the carriages. 

There is a nice lookout above 
this rock face that is accessible with 
a brief scramble from the road. I lerb 
Ogden managed to sneak in a briel 
side trip to the lookout on our return 
from the peak. The first major view 
from the road occurs at a sharp bend 
around a second rock face, which is 
visible from Route 7. especially in 
the winter. To this point, we had 
encountered fox and coyote tracks, 
among others, in the fresh snow. 

The old road then turns up a 
major ravine. If you pay attention, 
there is at least one spot where the 
old pull-outs and dammed livestock 
watering pools are still evident. At 
the head of the ravine, you cross the 
creek, leaving the old carriage road 
behind and climbing northeasterly, 
with a moderate grade, on old 
logging roads. 

There is one spot where the trail 
makes a sharp, and very poorly 
marked right turn (at a big yellow 
birch), straight up the hill about 500 
feet to another old road where it 
continues back to the left. It s a 
shame this section could not be 
better marked, wilderness or not. I 
plan to ask the Forest Service for 
permission to do so. 

When you near the exposed, 
rocky final ascent, there is a sign 
marking the bad-weather by-pass 
which sw ings you to the right of and 
eventually to the back side of the 
summit. We took that route on the 
way back down, where we paused 
for lunch. 

As far as difficulty ratings, this 
trail should be marked difficult when 
there’s only ice on the rocks, or 
when the runoff levels are high. 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting, 15 February 2005 

By: John I laic. Secretary 

I he meeting was called to order by President Steve Williams at 7:00 I’M in the law offices of Barry Griffith. 

Board Members present: 

Steve Williams. President Lynda Hutchins. Delegate to CMC 

Barbara Griffith. Vice President Cynthia Taylor-Miller 
Roma Pulling, Treasurer Bill Robichaud 

John I lale. Secretary Sue Thomas 

The minutes of the 19 October 2004, Board of Director’s meeting were considered. A motion was moved, 
seconded and passed unanimously to accept the minutes as written by Barbara Griffith. 

Treasurer’s Report Roma Pulling reported the following account balances and membership statistics as of 

2/15/05: 


Unrestricted; 


Kirk Fund: 


Membership: 

Checking 

$2,135.71 

Savings 

$571.35 

Memberships 

Petty Cash 
Savings 
Cert, of Dep. 

150.00 

1.127.16 

1.602.01 

$5,014.88 

Cert, of Dep. 

13.378.24 

$13,949.59 

Voting Members 


Others present: 

Barry Griffith 
Herb Ogden 
Bob Perkins 
Al Pulling 


A motion was moved, seconded and passed unanimously to accept the Treasurer's report as presented. 

The Governor Clement Shelter was discussed. Herb Ogden said the Green Mountain Club (GMC) lrail 
Management Committee has met and decided that if the Tow n of Shrewsbury does not improve its policing of the shelter 
to reduce the incidence of vandalism, the Club will be forced to remove the Governor Clement Shelter and build a new 
one further up the trail between Clement and Cooper. Herb asked the Committee to postpone its decision until our 
Section and possibly the Town of Shrewsbury, could respond. 

Barbara and Barry Griffith told us that incidentally, the Town of Shrewsbury is etgially concerned about the 
vandalism at the shelter and environs and has a remediation plan under consideration. The cost of the plan is already 
proposed in the Town budget for the coming year. 

The Town's plan involves the Sheriff and his deputies patrolling the area with specific frequency during the 
summer months from Memorial Day to Columbus Day. 

At Herb's request, it was moved, seconded and passed unanimously that President Williams should write a letter 
to the GMC Trail Management Committee requesting them to postpone their final consideration and any decision about 
the Governor Clement Shelter until the fall of 2006. That would give the Town of Shrewsbury two full summer seasons 
to apply their new plan and would give all parties opportunity to evaluate the plan's effectiveness. 

Herb told us that plans for the bridge over Gould Brook are well advanced. The site will be scouted this 
summer and the bridge will most likely be built next summer. 

Herb said the Cooper Lodge will be torn down by the GMC, likely some time next summer. Those who care for 
the Lodge cannot keep up w ith the vandalism; the drug use at the Lodge is a significant issue; and the Lodge is so close to 
the ski trail as to be an attractive nuisance for skiers who go off the trail from there and get lost. A new tent platform 
(later to be joined by a new shelter) will be constructed about two miles south of the existing site prior to demolition. I he 
foundation will be preserved enough to show future generations where the Lodge was. 

This summer's trail work days will be held on Saturdays. 14 May and 4 June. 

Herb asked for another Section Checker volunteer to help monitor the trail from Cooper Lodge to Jungle 
Junction to Route 4. Bill Robichaud does that section now all by himself. 
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Herb reported that the GMC Headquarters has asked our Section lor ideas and suggestions about how to disable 
the old Route 4 parking lot access and how to re-vegetate the area. After some discussion, the Board indicated a 
preference for large boulders at the roadside but is quite comfortable leaving the final decision to I Icadquarters in 
conjunction with the V I Highway Department. 

I'he Section policy of screening hike participants was discussed. The Board has empowered each hike leader lo 
decide whether to put the time of meeting in the Rutland Herald announcement. If a leader chooses not lo put the time in 
the paper, participants must call the listed number and speak with the leader who will determine the person's suitability 
for the planned hike. Leaders may choose alternatively , to include the meeting time rather than be available for telephone 
calls. The policy is in place and the Board decided to keep it under continued review . 

President Williams reached out to Mr. Steve Lulek of the Rutland Rock Climbing Center to explore any natural 
connections between our two organizations. The Section cannot offer a commercial endorsement of the for-prolil Center 
but our Publicity Panel is currently at the Center and Bob Perkins sends the Center our newsletter. Bob offered to assure 
that outing schedule section of our current newsletter is publicly posted at the Center. 

Our Publicity Panel is a bulletin board which displays Section and Club information. It is a traveling signboard 
that Andrea McQuade manages. 

President Williams, Lynda Hutchins and John Hale will meet with Kate White, Capital Campaign Director. 
Ms. White is looking for suggestions about how best lo approach potential donors in the Rutland area. 

The Killington Section notices will be posted at all (railheads after the Annual General Meeting. 

The Section’s Annual General Meeting will be held at the Rutland Lutheran Church on Saturday. 23 April.. At 
that meeting, the Board will nominate Barry Griffith to be a new Board Director and w ill re-nominate Steve Williams and 
Barbara Griffith as Directors. Bill Robichaud was thanked for his term of service on the Board: he has served two three 
year terms and must retire from the Board according to the bylaws. 

Roma Pulling has a copy of the Section’s Bylaws and will make copies available to any interested party. 

Lynda Hutchins reported on her attendance at the Headquarters Directors Meeting held on 22 January. Some 
of the topics are: 

*Thc Club will likely meet its financial budget this year although expenses are currently over budget by about 

$ 20 , 000 . 

*The Club contracted with Demont and Associates to manage the upcoming capital campaign. The campaign has 
been extensively thought through and will be executed over the next two years. 

*Annual Club dues will be increased in the various categories: individual memberships for example, will increase 
$5 from $30 to $35 per year. 

A more complete presentation of Lynda's observations, the formal dues increase proposal, and the 
details of the capital campaign are available upon request. Rutland High School will offer a hiking program 
as an extra curricular activity for students and has requested that a Killington Section representative address the 
students to explain our club and its activities. Bill Robichaud and Steve Williams volunteered. 

Bill Robichaud told us that a representative of the Green Mountain Forrest approached him asking to be 
invited to address the Section about their programs and plans. A time and place for this speaker will be determined. 

Sue Thomas reported that the next Outing Schedule is mostly done; and Bob Perkins said that publication of the 
next issue of Smoke & Blazes is well in hand. Cindy Tay lor-Miller said the Section’s website is working well. 

The next Board meeting will be at the Annual General Meeting on 23 April at the Lutheran Church. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

I he Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain C lub Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail Sews, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke <$ Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail uork parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rales on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Irail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES! NAME: 

Individual $30 ADDRESS: 

Family $40 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Individual Lifetime $750 

Family Lifetime $1000 PHONE: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

♦ 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Barry Griffith Elected Killington Section President 


Frequent hike leader Barry 

Griffith was elected Director and 

Section President on 23 April at the 
Killington Section annual meeting. 
Barry takes over from Steve 

Williams who will continue as a 

director after completing three 
successful years in the top spot. 


Barry also replaces Bill 
Robichaud who retires from the 
board due to our six-year term limit 
rule. Thanks to Bill for his many 
hours of trail work, which no doubt 
will continue. 


Barbara Griffith. John Hale, and 
Roma Pulling were reelected as Vice 
President. Secretary, and Treasurer 
respectively. 

[Sec page 8 for a full report of 
the annual meeting.] 


Outgoing Killington Section President Steve Williams (above, right) 
Passes Baton to New Director and President Barry Griffith 


Apology To The Sector Checker For Route 103 To Lottery Road 

Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters Chair 


In the fall of two thousand and four 
We needed one sec -checker more. 
You spoke for this sector 
And went out and checked her 
And sent your report furthermore. 

With thanks I received it 
And away I did file it 
In my cyber file oh so secure. 


But there it expired! 

My computer'd acquired 
A lot of spy junk on its disk. 

I had it removed 
By an expert approved. 

But one thing did put me at risk. 

No one made a backup 
Before he did hack up 
The info that lived on that disk. 


So now you may take me to task if 
you w ish. 

Yet still I must ask you -- 
Who are you, and what's your 
address? 

And how is your sector? 

And has it been checked o’er? 
And if 'twas a mess 
Send to my address 
A report, and the mess we'l I redress. 
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Our trivia question in February’ was: 


May 2005 


Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 

2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 

" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 


‘Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 


Q8. What w as the former name for Spring Lake? 

A8. Spring Lake used to be known as Shrewsbury Pond, after its 
town. 

This raises the question as to the difference between a lake and 
a pond. My dictionary was of little help: Lake : an inland body of 
water larger than a pond and Pond: a body of water smaller than a 
lake. A cursory internet search produced a couple of additional 
suggestions. A lake is large enough to have a wind-swept beach. A 
pond is shallow enough to maintain fairly even top-to-bottom 
temperature, and to support rooted plants, even away from shore. 

Clearly, Vermonters don't feel constrained, even by the 
dictionary definitions. There are plenty of small lakes and large 
ponds. Consult your Vermont atlas and compare, for example, the 
sizes of Lake Elfin (Wallingford), Lake Madeleine (Sandgate), and 
Lake Pleiad (on the Long Trail in Hancock) with the sizes of Great 
Avrill Pond (Avrill), Island Pond (Brighton), or Joes Pond (Cabot). 


Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Apparently Lake has a desirable connotation that Pond lacks. 
Not only did Shrewsbury Pond become Spring Lake but Dog Pond 
(Woodbury) became Valley Lake, and Ray Pond (Wilmington) is now 
Lake Raponda. 

I lere are two more posers for your consideration: 

Q9. W hat Long Trail shelter, not far from Rutland, once featured 
the only piped-in running water shower bath on the Trail? 

QI0. What three Long Trail shelters were named after former 
sccrctaries/clerks of the Green Mountain Club? 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-3573. Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 170 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castlcton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell. VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Andrea McQuade. 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756. (H >293-2510, (W)774-2200. 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 
Roma & Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St., Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, vwrburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2005 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Distances 
are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the 
leader if you have any questions. 

4 June, Saturday National Trails Day Work Party Leader: Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

All around the country folks will be out doing maintenance on trails in preparation for the hiking season. Join the Killington 
Section in spring cleanup on the higher elevations of the Appalachian; Long Trail in Killington and Mendon. Tools provided 
or bring your own. Wear sturdy foot gear and bring along lunch and bug repellent. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

1 1 June, Saturday Mount Equinox, Manchester Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

A steep climb to the 3825-foot summit, the highest peak in the Taconic Range. Visit the memorial to Mr. Barbo. probably the 
only summit monument to a dog. Stay at Lookout Rock for peace and quiet, or continue on to the top of the auto road to see 
vintage sports cars taking part in the annual Equinox Hill Climb. Some date back to before World War One. 

Difficult, 6.5 to 7 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

IK June, Saturday I5 ,h Annual Taconic Mt. Ramble, Hubbardton Leader. Kit Davidson, 273-2982 

Massive cliffs; rolling meadows; mountain peaks with views north, south, east, and west; a Japanese garden full of waterfalls; 
plus other goodies. Wine and cheese afterward; bring no lunch. Walkers can leave the group at several points and relax on the 
lawn. 

Easy half mile, or moderate 3 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 1:00 PM. Rain date: 6/19. 

19 June, Sunday Paddle Otter Creek Leaders: Barb & Barrv Griffith, 492-3573 

Bring lunch, a sense of adventure, and the hardy water vessel of your choice. We’ll paddle northwest on Otter Creek and 
explore its history, ecology, and environment. Plan to be out for the day. 

Moderate. Mileage to be determined. 

Leave from Sears parking lot at the Diamond Run Mall at 9:00 AM. 

25 June, Saturday Deer Leap & Long Trail, Killington Leader: John Hale, 273-2293 

We’ll ascend Deer Leap to enjoy the view and then continue north on the Long Trail. Some climbing. 

Moderate. Mileage to be determined. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

2 July, Saturday Bird Mountain, Castleton Leaders: Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

We'll hike for the views. Steep climb at the end. Then for those wishing for more, we’ll hike around the extended top. Maybe 
we’ll find remnants of the old Mason’s Monument. Plan to be out for the day. Bring lunch, sturdy shoes, bug repellant and a 
sense for history. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

6 July, Wednesday Trails & Shelter Work Party Leader: Cindy Taylor-Miller, 446-2288 

Call leader for project plans and for meeting time and place 

7 July, Thursday End-to-F.ndcrs’ Reunion Leaders: Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

End-to-Enders (and serious wannabees!) bring pictures to pass around, favorite trail snacks, and stories. Beverages will be 
provided, and possibly slides. 

Real easy. 

Meet at the Pullings home. Route 4 East, across form Dexter Shoes, at 6:00 PM. 

10 July, Sunday Paddle Otter Creek, Proctor to Florence Leader: Jerry Parker, 775-6280 

Paddle your canoe or kayak past farms and covered bridges. 

Easy, 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2005 

Schedule continued from previous page 

16 July, Saturday Robert Frost Mountain, Ripton Leaders: Gordon & Helen C'awood, 352-4310 

Joint hike with the Breadloaf Section via snowmobile trail from the Ripton-Lincoln Road. . 

Moderate. 5-mile round trip. 

Call leaders for project plans and for meeting time and place. 

17 July, Sunday Trails & Shelter Work Party Leader: Cindy Taylor-Miller, 446-2288 

Call leader for project plans and for meeting time and place 

24 July, Sunday Bike Ride, Castleton Leader: Bill Holt, 537-4227 

Cycle on dirt roads and an abandoned railroad line. All-terrain tires recommended; helmets required. 

Moderate, 15 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

27 July, Wednesday Trails & Shelter Work Party Leader: Cindy Taylor-Miller, 446-2288 

Call leader for project plans and for meeting time and place 

31 July, Sunday Mount Ascutney, Brownsville Leader: Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

We’ll ascend the Windsor Trail and come down the Futures Trail to Ascutney State Park. Views from the tower on this 
monadnock are spectacular in all directions. Steep but rewarding. 

Difficult, 7.3 miles. Elevation gain of 2520 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

6 August, Saturday Okemo Mountain, Mount Holly Leaders: Andrea McQuade & Tad Tucker, 775-5104 

Take the Healdville Trail to the fire tower on the summit for views in all directions. 

Moderate, 6 miles. Elevation gain of 1900 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

7 August, Sunday Trails & Shelter Work Party Leader: Cindy Taylor-Miller, 446-2288 

Call leader for project plans and for meeting time and place 

13 August, Saturday Bald Mountain, Mcndon Leader: Tom C'opps, 770-9394 

This loop hike offers several vistas including the Coolidge Range, the Cold River, and Rutland. 

Moderate, 4 miles. Elevation gain of 1 130 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am 

17 August, Wednesday Trails & Shelter Work Party Leader: Cindy Taylor-Miller, 446-2288 

Call leader for project plans and for meeting time and place 

21 August, Sunday Paddle Grafton Pond, NH Leaders: Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Canoe or kayak in a beautiful spot with islands and inlets to explore. 

Easy. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 8:00 am 

27 August, Saturday Branch Pond to Stratton Pond, Arlington Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

We’ll follow the Branch Pond and Lye Brook Trails into the Lye Brook Wilderness passing Bourn Pond as well. Loons, 
beaver, bears, and moose are often seen in this remote area. 

Moderate, 9 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 am. Rain date: 8/28. 

28 August, Sunday Trails & Shelter Work Party Leader: Cindy Taylor-Miller, 446-2288 

Call leader for project plans and for meeting time and place 

10 September, Saturday Merck Forest & Mount Antone, Rupert Leader: Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Hike in the Merck Forest and Farmland Center in the Taconic Mountains, climbing to the 2610-foot summit of Mount 
Antone. 

Moderate, 6 miles. Elevation gain of 820 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 
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Outing Reports 


Shrewsbury to Lake Ninevah 

19 February 2005 
By Barbara & Barry' Gri filth 

The hike to Sugar Mill Reservoir 
in Ripton, scheduled for this day, 
was cancelled due to cold, windy, 
blustery conditions. However, nine 
people showed up for the early start 
of the hike and decided: “What the 
Neck? Let’s go somewhere". Where 
to go? All were dressed appropriately 
for the weather with multiple layers, 
had food, and a desire to press on. 
The default leaders proposed a 
snowshoe outing retracing a segment 
of the old Crown Point Road visiting 
old cemetery sites along the way. 

Following an abandoned town 
road off the labor Road in 
Shrewsbury, we stopped to pay our 
respects at the Woodward- Wilder 
Cemetery in Last ham. According to 
the Vermont Old Cemetery 
Association this cemetery has 18 
graves, was first used in 1827. and 
last used in 1874. A lot of work has 
been done here to upright markers 
and fence the burial ground against 
domestic animals pastured nearby. 

Eventually the trail joined a 
VAST trail bringing the group to the 
northeast end of Lake Ninevah where 
we then visited a newly found old 
cemetery with Wilder family 
markers. Lastly, before the return trip 
we explored the site of an unknown 
Revolutionary War soldier's grave 
and nearby encampment. This grave 
is near the top of a fairly steep knoll, 
with a DAR Hag and marker. 

Returning to our vehicles we 
agreed the lesson in history was 
enjoyable. 

Military Road, Hubbardton 

27 February 2005 

By Barry & Barb Griffith, leaders 

As the American Revolution 
began in the spring of 1775, Ethan 


Allen and the Green Mountain Boys 
staged a surprise attack, capturing 
Fort Ticonderoga. A crude road was 
thereafter cut from the Fort through 
Hubbardton to the older Crown Point 
Road and Rutland. Soldiers and 
supplies passed over this road from 
New England to the American 
garrison. Troops retreating from Fort 
Ti in July 1777 fought a rear-guard 
action on this road - the only 
Revolutionary War battle fought on 
what is now Vermont soil. 

Some 230 years later, thirteen of 
us gathered on a mild February 
morning to retrace a portion of the 
old Military Road. We convened at 
the Hubbardton Battlefield State 
Historic Site. The Visitors Center is 
closed in winter, but the parking lot 
is plowed. On snowshoes and one 
pair of skis, we descended the short 
but steep hill to the East Hubbardton 
Cemetery, where some of the town’s 
earliest settlers are buried. 

We headed in the direction of 
Fort Ti, proceeding northerly across 
Sucker Brook, then climbing and 
turning westerly through a saddle 
below Sargent Hill. It is a natural 
route, and is used by local 
snowmobilers, so we had a well-set 
trail to follow. At the height of land, 
we ate lunch, and tried to catch a 
glimpse of Lake Bomoseen and what 
lies beyond. 

It was time to retrace our steps 
to the Battlefield. We marveled at 
how the troops had managed to 
advance up the steep hill under fire, 
in wool uniforms and with heavy 
packs on a hot July day. We 
inspected nearby Pittsford Ridge, and 
reviewed how the remaining 
American forces withdrew from the 
area to fight another day. We then 
withdrew ourselves, having enjoyed 
a good day in good company. 


Shrewsbury Bushwhack 

12 March 2005 
By Barbara Griffith 

Undeterred by an ongoing 
blustery snowstorm seven 
snowshoers braved the conditions to 
venture out into the wilderness with 
their leader, Jerry Parker, exploring 
wildlife habitats and tracks. Parking 
was abundant at the vacant 
Plymsbury Wildlife Management 
area parking lot. We ventured high 
and low in our search, being 
rewarded with animal tracks and the 
freshest of moose signs. Relentless in 
our pursuit, the moose was even 
more evasive! As soon as fresh signs 
of animals were deposited these 
signs were hidden beneath the falling 
snow. 

One track resembled a giant 
trough in the snow. Perhaps a giant 
snow snake some ventured? Alas, not 
so. Per our guide, this was an otter 
trail. The slide impression made by 
the locomotion of the paws in 
pushing and/or pulling it along.. This 
trail was quite impressive to see. 

Our picnic lunch was enjoyed in 
cover beneath a canopy of 
evergreens. Returning to our vehicles 
we bade a safe trip to those returning 
to Rutland on very snow-covered 
roads. 

All agreed the day out in the 
elements was most enjoyable. What 
better way to spend a snowy, 
blustery day, inside the warmth of 
one's home or outside romping 
around in the cold? 

Herrick Mountain 

20 March 2005 
By Larry Walter, leader 

Luck was with us on this one. 
with beautiful weather and nine 
brave souls willing to traipse off 
through the uncharted (Kinda... lorn 
had his GPS) woods. Early spring is 
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a good time to go, with most of the 
motorized traffic back in the garage, 
leaving still decent snow and warm 
temperatures. We did have some 
icing problems with some of the 
aluminum snowshoe parts. I'll try to 
remember to pack some vegetable oil 
spray next time. It took about two 
hours of northward shoeing to reach 
the best view point, which is actually 
about a mile south of the peak. We 
had lunch there and enjoyed views of 
the back side of Bird Mountain and 
Grandpa's Knob, plus Marcy and 
Giant in the Adirondacks. Three of 
our part) turned back at this point 
with the rest of us forging onto 
Herrick. Most of the remaining route 
was along an existing sled trail, 
making things easier, despite my 
faulty memory resulting in an 
unnecessary ascent of a steep little 
bluff. (We took the easier route on 
the way back.). A couple of us chose 
to turn back at the base of the final 
climb with the remaining four 
making a surprisingly quick run to 
the top. We had regrouped on the 
return trip when we were passed by a 
couple of sleds moving at a 
respectful rate. They lost some of 
their cargo on the trail (a chainsaw). 
We alerted them to their loss when 
we met up at the lunch spot. Nice 
fellows, who seemed to be having a 
good time, but I think I'd still rather 
go motor-less. After leaving the 
lunch spot, the majority of the hike is 
predominantly down hill with plenty 
of nice views along the way to the 
east and west. We saw plenty of 
evidence of a couple of resident 
porcupines along the way. The 
Spruce Knob Road to the Trail' head 
can get a little rutted in March, as it 
was this time. Please contact Carolyn 
Kenny (802-235-2727) should you 
wish to hike from the end of this 
road, as well as John Wilfert (802- 
457-3567) upon whose land you’ll 
spend a considerable amount of time. 
John's land is bounded by a yellow- 
painted, blazed line. 


Griswold Peak, Hubbardton 

26 March 2005 

By Barry & Barb Griffith, leaders 

This was a hike inspired by a 
newspaper article. We read that the 
highest point in Hubbardton had its 
name officially approved by the State 
of Vermont. We have hiked many 
places over the years, but never to 
Griswold Peak. We had to pay it a 
visit! 

Thirteen of us (plus Dickens) 
joined in the adventure. Scheduling a 
hike in late March is always a 
challenge. We found that there was 
still ample snow in the higher 
elevations of the laconics, so we 
made good use of our snowshoes for 
the last time this season. 

There is no trail to Griswold 
Peak. Consulting topographical 
maps, we organized on the East 
Hubbardton Road and struck out 
easterly toward our destination. We 
ascended logging roads early, 
surprised at how deep the snow was 
when we attempted a short cut! As 
we climbed we found evidence of a 
recent logging operation, near the 
Castleton town line. 

When we approached the crest 
of the ridge, it was time to start 
bushwhacking to the north toward 
our goal. We scrambled up a 
challenging rise. We were eventually 
rewarded by a nice view of Lake 
Bomoseen and the Adirondacks to 
the west. We ate and took in the 
scenery. Then, after consulting GPS 
readings, we continued our climb. 

After another half-hour, we 
arrived at the summit. The view from 
the top was worth the climb. In 
addition to the view to the west, we 
could now see in all directions. We 
identified peaks all along the Green 
Mountain range, and had spectacular 
views of the Otter Creek valley 
below. We celebrated our 
accomplishment. 


The trip back down was 
uneventful. We took a more 
northerly route for variety, and were 
pleased to come out where we 
expected. Tired but with a feeling of 
achievement, we returned home and 
slept well 

Pond Woods Refuge, Orwell 

9 April 2005 
By Bill Holt, leader 

Joan and I just started hiking 
with the Killington Section about a 
year ago. We have had some 
wonderful experiences on all of these 
hikes, so we thought it was time we 
led a hike ourselves. Adjoining our 
property are 2, 1 1 1 acres of state land 
used mostly by the critters who live 
there and the occasional hiker, 
hunter, or fisherman. 

The day of the hike, April 9th. 
was all blue skies with just the right 
temperature for a ramble in the 
woods. Twelve hikers and Dickens 
started out around midmorning 
following a faint trail through a 
mixed forest of hardwoods and 
conifers. Soon we came onto an old 
logging road which made the 
walking very easy. After about a half 
a mile we came to Mud Pond. 

The pond is about ten acres 
including the swampy end that we 
came out on. The pond is very 
tranquil and is surrounded on the east 
and west sides by steep hills rising a 
hundred feet or so above the waters 
edge. We made our way along the 
west side of the pond following an 
animal trail. Underneath a hemlock 
someone spotted a bunch of chewed 
up twigs littering the ground. Sitting 
twenty feet up the tree was a bashful 
porcupine hoping that we would 
think he was just a bump on the 
branch. The area we were in had 
many hemlocks, a favorite food for 
the sloth like pincushions. 

Throughout the day we went up 
many slopes that led to dry oak and 
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hop hornbeam areas surrounded by 
sedge grasses. Then down we would 
go again into the ravines where the 
hemlocks were more prevalent. We 
soon came upon a five-acre heaver 
pond where a painted turtle was 
reluctant to leave it's warm log. Just 
then, Jerry caught a ribbon snake 
which promptly bit his hand. He 
hung on until we all got a good look. 
Then it started to exude that special 
snake oil smell and we set him free. 

We had a nice lunch beside a 
larger body of water know as Spruce 
Pond, although we've never seen a 
spruce anywhere near it. While 
eating we spotted a couple of blue 
herons and a hawk flying over. After 
lunch we started a slow climb up 
another ridge rising to a height of 
950 feet above sea level. That's about 
as large as the hills get over here 
before succumbing to the Champlain 
Valley. From this perch we were able 
to see Bird Mountain and some of 
the Green Mountains beyond. 

From here we went down and 
around yet another pond, called 
Doughty Pond. We followed a very 
narrow deer trail through a thick 
hemlock woods near the edge of the 
water. There was around a 15-degree 
temperature drop in these woods 
compared to the ridge we were just 
on. Up and down we continued. Then 
we came upon a large red oak with a 
gaping hole near the base. Coming 
out of this hole was a pile of 
porcupine scat three feet high and 
wide. We knock on the hollow tree 
but no one was home at the time. 

Nearing the end of our hike we 
passed through another ravine that 
brought us to the shores of Lake 
Sunset. A couple of the hikers 
recognized the spot where we came 
out as the place where they were 
certified for scuba diving. We 
followed the shore along another old 
logging run to finish our hike. We 
probably covered seven miles in all. 


Smoke dr Blazes 

and from the beginning to the end it 
was much fun. 

Lowland Work Party 

14 May 2005 

By Herb Ogden. Trails & Shelters 
Chair 

A good turnout of a baker's 
dozen allowed us to do almost 
everything that was needed in the 
south half of our section of the Long 
Trail, between Wallingford Gulf and 
Gov. Clement Shelter. Four people 
worked north from Wallingford Gulf 
to north of Patch Hollow, sawing 
small blowdowns and digging out 
waterbars. Seven dug a four foot 
deep hole for the privy at Minerva 
Hinchey, moved the privy about 15 
feet to the new site, surveyed the bad 
sill situation at the shelter, and dug 
out some waterbars working south to 
meet the above party. Two folks 
sawed a big blowdown and cleared 
waterbars between Clarendon Shelter 
and Hermit Spring, north of the 
Lottery Road. 

The rest of this part of the trail 
was already in good shape, thanks to 
Sector Checkers and Tom Shanahan, 
a freelance volunteer who is good 
with an ax. Much of this stretch does 
need to have the blazes repainted. 
Indeed, most of our Section does. I 
hope some of the summer work 
parties described elsewhere in this 
issue can accomplish that. Care is 
needed to blaze according to 
standards, so it is better to learn from 
someone experienced. 

We now have a better way to 
move privies. We have two eight- 
foot long two by fours with several 
3/8" holes about two feet in from the 
ends. Lag screws go through the 
holes and attach the 2x4s 
horizontally to opposite sides of the 
privy at about waist height. It is then 
a simple matter for four people to 
pick up the privy like a sedan chair, 
carry it to the hole, and position it 
exactly. This sure beats tipping the 
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privy on its side and then tipping it 
back up at the new site while hoping 
it will be positioned right, and it 



Buck Mt., NY via Hogtown 

21 May 2005 

By Steve Williams, leader 

A Rutland contingent having 
been ably led there by Sue Thomas, 
the Fair Haven Visitor Center was 
the assembly point for eleven Eastern 
Adirondack enthusiasts and two 
dogs, whose later actions suggested 
that they too were enthusiasts. The 
Hogtown route to Buck Mountain 
provided a follow-up to the climb 
from Lake George where Sue 
Thomas led us last year. Perhaps it 
should be called “Buck Mountain 
Lite”, as the elevation gain is only 
1 100 feet as opposed to 2000 feet via 
the Lake George route. 

From Fort Ann one follows 
County Road 26 almost to the village 
of South Bay through a pretty valley 
reminiscent of the “Hidden Valley” 
of salad dressing fame. Four miles of 
wooded and steadily climbing 
unpaved Hogtown Road and another 
1.7 miles of unpaved Shelving Rock 
Road follow. 

From the trailhead the well- 
blazed trail undulates in three 
dimensions for approximately one 
and a half miles before becoming 
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steeper and heading for the summit. 
From the summit, on the east side of 
Lake George, about one third of the 
length from the southern end, there 
are great views of much of Lake 
George and the Adirondacks, 
including a number of the high 
peaks. 


Upon the return to the trailhead. 
Sue Thomas offered to lead the party 
to Shelving Rock Falls; falls which 
Sue found after diligent searching of 
a large number of streams which 
flow beneath Shelving Rock Road. 
The majority of the group then made 
the two-mile drive and half mile 
walk in to the falls which, with a 


cascading drop approaching 150 feet, 
are well worth a visit. 

With a day when the 

temperature was up and the black 
flies down, the outing appeared to be 
a success. 


Killington Section Annual Meeting 


By Barbara Griffith, 

Acting Secretary 

The annual spring meeting of 
the Killington Section was called to 
order on Saturday, 23 April 2005 by 
President Steve Williams. A 
welcome was extended to members 
and guests. Those assembled were 
entertained by statistics that Steve 
had compiled from the past year's 
hikes. According to Steve’s report 
the average hike elevation gain was 
666 feet, the total elevation gain was 
a hike up Mount McKinley and the 
total mileage was equivalent to a 
jaunt from Brattleboro to St. Albans. 
Dog Dickens was given honorable 
mention for logging most doggie 
miles. 

CMC President, Andrew 
Nuquist spoke about the presentation 
of the 50 lh Anniversary pin to former 
Governor and End-to-Ender Howard 
Dean. Andrew spoke of the 
Headquarters budgeting process. The 
Club is now in the “quiet phase" of a 
capital campaign. The GMC Club is 
now 95 years old and looking 
forward to it's second century . 

Field Supervisor Greg Western 
addressed current issues, “sprucing 
up” the new parking lot on Route 4 
and re-vegetating the old lot so that it 
will no longer be feasible to park 
there. In this process seeds and hay 
are available to work with and there 
are plans to relocate trees from the 
nearby forest to the old lot. A time 
line for this is this spring. Greg is 


looking for volunteers for this 
project. The new lot is designed to 
accommodate 30 cars. 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 
reported on the Section’s General 
Fund and Kirk Fund. 

Secretary's and Treasurer’s 
Reports were approved. 

Trails and Shelters Chair Herb 
Ogden reported that he is contacting 
sector checkers. Primary goals for 
2005 will be the Minerva Hinchey 
privy relocation. Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter repairs, and puncheon for the 
Canty Trail. 

[Note: According to the By- 
Laws: "The activities of the section 
shall be managed by a Board of 
Directors, consisting of nine 
members. The Directors shall be 
nominated from the floor and elected 
at the Annual Meeting. The terms of 
office of the Directors shall be three 
years, with three Directors elected 
each year. A Director who has 
served two full consecutive terms 
may not be re-elected until one year 
has passed".) 

Elections were held to fill three 
three-year terms on the section board 
of directors. Barbara Griffith and 
Steve Williams were nominated and 
reelected to second terms. Barry 
Griffith was nominated and elected 
to fill the vacancy created by the 
expiring second term of Bill 
Robichaud. 


The Board now consists of the 
following: Directors and their terms: 


Director 

Term expires 

Andrea McQuade . 

2006 

Roma Puling 

2006 

Sue Thomas 

*2006 

John Hale 

2007 

Lynda Hutchins.... 

2007 

Cindy Taylor-Miller 2007 

Barbara Griffith ... 

*2008 

Barry Griffith 

2008 

Steve Williams 

*2008 

“Second consecutive 3-year 

term not eligible for 

re-election 

The Directors 

then met and 

elected the following officers for the 

coming year: and reported the results 

to the Section. 


President: 

.. Barry Griffith 


Vice President .... Barbara Griffith 

Secretary: John Hale 

Treasurer: Roma Pulling 

GMC Director: ....Lynda Hutchins 

Barry assumes the gavel and, on 
behalf of the Section, extended a 
Thank You to out going President 
Steve Williams for all of his hard 
work and dedication. 

Meeting was adjourned 

followed by a slide show 

presentation by Paul Pilcher. 

The next meeting of the Board 
of Directors will be at 6:00 I’M on 
Tuesday, 21 June 2005 at Barry 
Griffith's office, 98 Merchants Row. 
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The Intersectionals 

By Roma Pulling 

This word is probably a mystery 
to our newer members, but when I 
joined the club it was the highlight of 
the CMC year. When I first read 
about them in Long Trail News , I 
thought they sounded like a lot of 
fun: and I was able to take part in 
several of them. For a week every 
year ending on Labor Day, campers 
from every section got together 
somewhere in Vermont for a week of 
hiking and other outdoor activities. A 
former Killington Section member 
recalls that these campouts started in 
earnest at the time of the Green 
Mountain Club's 50th anniversary, 
although shorter ones had taken 
place even before. 

The golden anniversary was 
held in I960 at Mt. Norris [Eden], 1 
participated at Camp Plymouth, 
Camp Sunrise [Orwell] and Camp 
Thorpe [Goshen]. I have been told 
about ones at Tamarack Notch, Grout 
Pond [Stratton], Camp Ondawa 
[Sunderland], Twin Hills Girl Scout 
Camp ["the Wind Tunnel"] in 
southern Vermont and even one in 
Massachusetts. 


My favorite activity was the 
evening bonfire and sing-along. The 
leader for this event was "Frenchy" 
Garfield from Sudbury, 

Massachusetts. He was a real spark 
plug and wasn’t allowed to get away 
until he had led us in the song 
"Alouette," his specialty. Second on 
my list of favorites was the Saturday 
night supper. Other events included 
the auction with Frenchy as the 
auctioneer and sometimes a square 
dance with a real caller. 

Several things probably killed 
the Intersectional. A group of 
campers started to get together in the 
fall for a weekend, and others 
preferred to come for the annual 
meeting, which used to take place on 
Memorial Day weekend. A few 
diehards came to Vermont even after 
the Intersectional was officially out 
of existence and enjoyed time in the 
Green Mountain State together, but 
even that eventually came to an end. 

The Intersectionals probably 
never will be resurrected, but those 
of us lucky enough to have been 
there will never forget them. 


Appalachian Long 
Distance Hikers 
Association 



An event similar in spirit to the 
lamented GMC Intersectional is the 
Gathering of the Appalachian Long 
Distance Hikers Association. This 
year's Gathering will take place on 7, 
8, and 9 October at Dartmouth 
College in Hanover, NH. The 
ALDHA is a nonprofit group, open 
to all fellow hikers who've shared 
experiences on the Appalachian and 
other Trails. Check the web site at 
www.ALDHA.org . Ray Catozzi has 
said the Gathering is an event not to 
be missed. 


By I lerb Ogden. Trails & Shelters 

Our list of things that would 
improve our trails and shelters is so 
long that we cannot do it all on the 
May and June walk-throughs. We 
have projects great and small. Here is 
a sampling: 

Various stretches of the Long 
frail need their white blazes 
renewed. Directional arrows are 
needed here and there. Waterbars and 
ditches should be cleaned out or 
added in several areas, notably 
between Vermont Route 103 and the 
Lower Cold River Road and in the 
Killington-Pico saddle. The bog 


Pitch In This Summer 

bridging project on the Canty Trail 
up Blue Ridge Mountain should be 
completed. Minerva llinchey Shelter 
needs one or more sills replaced and 
a new roof. Privies there and at 
Clarendon Shelter should be moved 
to new pits. Gov. Clement Shelter 
needs new roof shingles, especially 
around the chimney and bottom eave. 
Pico Camp needs window latches 
and an eaves trough in back. Finally, 
while Cooper Lodge and Tucker- 
Johnson Shelter are not our Section's 
responsibility, plenty of work can be 
done there if people are available. 

To reduce our backlog and to 
accommodate folks who couldn't 
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make the traditional May and June 
work parties, Cindy Taylor-Miller 
suggested that we plan some July and 
August work parties - some on 
Wednesdays and some on weekend 
days that wouldn't conflict with 
other outings. (See the Outing 
Schedule on pages 3 and 4). 

If these don't fit your 
schedule or if you prefer to work 
alone, we can still accommodate 
you. Just contact me. Herb 
Ogden, at 293-2510 or 
hogden@vermontel.net and I can 
tell you what still needs doing and 
get you the right tools or supplies. 


I 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $35 ADDRESS: 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE: 
higher level. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

* 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 






Club members heed the Call of the Wild 



By Lynda Hutchins 

On 29 June 2005, six intrepid 
members of the Green Mountain 
Club set out to relive the stampeders 
1897-1898 Klondike quest for gold, 
following in Jack London’s 
illustrious footsteps. Expedition 
members were Lynda Hutchins 
(Killington Section). Paul Houchens, 
Phil Hazen, and Kathy Adams 
(Burlington Section), and Dave 
Blumenthal and Lexi Shear 
(Montpelier Section). Boarding a 
shuttle from Skagway, AK, to Dyea, 
the enthusiastic group embarked 
upon the Chilkoot Trail, a 33-mile 
trek, teeming with archeological 
artifacts and spectacular scenery, 
leading up over the Chilkoot Pass 
into Canada. The trail, which 
terminates at Bennett Lake, British 
Columbia, passes through multiple 
climate zones, including lush coastal 
rainforest, subalpine, alpine, 
subalpine boreal forest, and dry 
forest/sand dunes. 

Undaunted by the 45-degree 
angle of the unrelenting “golden 
stairs” and several false summits of 
the Chilkoot, the group was relieved 
that their 40-plus-pound backpacks 
came nowhere near the 100-plus- 
pound packs the stampeders lugged. 
(This was in compliance with the 
Canadian government’s directive to 
pack a “ton of goods” per person to 
Dawson City, mostly accomplished 
through multiple trips to the summit, 
where goods were stockpiled until 


fully assembled and then carted by 
boat or make-shift raft to Dawson -- 
if they were not swamped en route). 

Arriving on foot at Bennett 
Lake, the CMC group claimed 
canoes and equipment, and 
previously mailed drop-off boxes 
(delivered by an outfitter via the 
White Pass rail), and began the 550- 
mile paddle to Dawson City in the 
Yukon Territory. A series of 
waterways presented, including 
Bennett Lake, Nares River, Nares 
Lake, Tagish Lake, Tagish River, 
Marsh Lake and, of course, the 
mighty Yukon! 

The adventuresome group, with 


its fledgling sailing skills, decided to 
enlist Mother Nature’s assist in 
harnessing waves and wind power 
over the lakes, erecting a makeshift 
sail for the three lashed canoes, with 
tarp, ropes, logs, and paddles, using 
a third paddle for a rudder. The 
system worked rather efficiently 
(notwithstanding rudimentary ship- 
building skills!), with a top speed of 
5 mph attained, many of the crew 
lulled to sleep with the reciting of 
Robert Service poetry (i.e. The 
Cremation of Sam McGee). Mother 
Nature further bestowed the benefit 
of a strong current on the Yukon, 
often making paddling a sweet 
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Killington Section Officers 


VermcrntriA/Cco 

Our first trivia question in May was: 

Q9. What Long Trail shelter, not far from Rutland, once featured the 
only piped-in running water shower bath on the Trail? 

A9: Pico Shelter was an open-faced structure built on the Long Trail in the 
mid 1920s. (It was replaced in 1959 on the same site by the current Pico 
Camp, now on the Sherburne Pass Trail). The spring is about 100 feet north 
of the site. I remember that in the early 1940s there was a rustic, open- 
topped. enclosure to the east of, and downhill from, the spring. A series of 
carefully placed, grooved logs directed spring water to the top of the 
enclosure providing, as far as I know, the only shower bath on the Long 
Trail. Was it invigorating? YES! 

The other question from May was: 

Q10. What three Long Trail shelters were named after former 
secretaries/clerks of the Green Mountain Club? 


President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


...Barry Griffith 
Barbara Griffith 

John Hale 

.... Roma Pulling 


A10: Minerva Hinchey Shelter, near Spring Lake in Shrewsbury, and well 
known to Killington Section members, was named in honor of Miss 
Hinchey, who served as Corresponding Secretary of the statewide Green 
Mountain Club for 22 years from 1955 to 1977. 


Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Lula Tye Shelter, near Little Rock Pond in Wallingford, was named in 
honor of Miss Tye, who preceded Miss Hinchey as Corresponding Secretary 
for 29 years from 1926 to 1955. 

Willis Ross Camp, built on Stratton Pond in 1929, burned in 1972. It was 
named in honor of Willis Ross, a leader in the construction of the original 
Long Trail south from Killington to Prospect Rock, and who served for a 
number of years as Clerk (Recording Secretary) of the statew idc club. 

In posing this question I overlooked a fourth answer. The Willis Ross 
Annex, built across the bay from Willis Ross Camp in 1934, burned in 1952, 
was rebuilt in 1953, and dismantled in 1961. 

It’s interesting to note that all three of these honorees were Rutlanders. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Grifl2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins. 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200. 
hogden@vermontel . net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 
Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - November 2005 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Distances 
arc round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the 
leader if you have any questions. 

It) September, Saturday Merck Forest & Mount Antone, Rupert Leader: Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Hike in the Merck Forest and Farmland Center in the Taconic Mountains, climbing to the 2610-foot summit of Mount 
Antone. 

Moderate, 6 miles. Elevation gain of 820 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

18 September, Sunday Moonlit Bike Ride, Castleton - Poultney Leaders: Bill Molt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Leave the CSC campus at dusk on the D&H Rail-Trail; return on the same path from Poultney under a full moon. Bring 
helmet and some sort of bike light. All-terrain tires recommended. 

Easy, 14 miles. Elevation gain of 50 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 5:30 PM. 

24 September, Saturday Otter Creek Canoe/Kayak, Florence - Brandon Leader, Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Put in by historic Hammond Covered Bridge and paddle north to Route 73. Bring lunch and canoe or kayak 
Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

25 September, Sunday Senior Shuffle - Wallingford Pond Leaders: Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

Follow an old road to the largest pond in town. It was once named Lake Hiram and is sometimes called Spectacle Pond. 

Easy, 1.6 miles. Elevation gain of 50 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

2 October, Sunday Split Rock Mountain, Westport, NY Leaders: Larry & Viv Walter, 775-3855 

Views of Lake Champlain, Grant Mountain, and the Dix Range. 

Moderate, 5.5 miles. Elevation gain of 670 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:30 AM 

8 October, Saturday Saltash Mountain, Plymouth Leaders: Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Hike to the southern sentinel of the Coolidge Range. Some bushwhacking required to reach the 3286 foot summit. 

Difficult, 5 miles. Elevation gain of 1200 feet. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

15 October, Saturday Haystack Mountain, Pawlet Leader: Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Spectacular views of the Mettawee River Valley and the Taconic Range from the summit. Some steep pitches. 

Moderate, 3 miles. Elevation gain of 1000 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 

22 October, Saturday “Put the Trail to Bed” Work Party Leader: Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Location to be determined. Bring lunch, sturdy shoes, and work gloves if you have them. Tools will be provided. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

23 October, Sunday Long Trail Lodge History Outing Leaders: Reidun & Andrew Nuquist, 223-3550 

A joint venture with the Montpelier Section to explore the site of the Green Mountain Club’s Long Trail Lodge with historian 
David Wright. David will share historic photos, and we’ll bushwhack to Adirondack Lookout. After lunch hikers may climb 
Deer Leap if they wish. 

Easy, 0.3 miles. Elevation gain of 50 feet. Deer Leap option; add 2.4 miles and elevation gain of 430 feet. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. Or, locally, call Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

29 October, Saturday Cardigan Mountain, Canaan, NH Leaders: Andrea McQuade & Tad Tucker, 775-5104 

A short but rugged climb to a spectacular bare rock summit with a fire tower. Summit is exposed and windy; bring a jacket. 
Difficult, 3.5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 AM 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - November 2005 

Schedule continued from previous page 

5 November, Saturday Little Rock Pond - Green Mt. Loop Leaders: Connie & Mark Youngstrom, 492-3502 

Easy walk in to beautiful Little Rock Pond with return over Green Mountain to view the Pond from above. 

Moderate, 7 miles. Elevation gain of 800 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

12 November, Saturday Saratoga Battlefield, Stillwater, NY' Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Explore the site of a decisive battle of the Revolutionary War, where Benedict Arnold distinguished himself as a hero and 
Burgoyne surrendered, turning the tide. Visitors center will be open; no fee. If time permits we may also visit Saratoga Spa 
State Park or the U. S. Grant Cottage. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 AM 

19 November, Saturday Annual Fall Potluck Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Join us for our annual fall potluck supper and a slide program by Herb Ogden and Cathy Thomas on their recent trip to 
Newfoundland. Bring plates, utensils, and a dish to share; hot drinks provided. Nonmembers welcome! 

Meet and eat at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in Rutland at 6:00 PM. 

27 November, Sunday Great Hawk Colony Road Walk, Rochester Leaders; Gorgon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310 

Joint trip with the Breadloaf Section on a dirt road lined with No Hunting signs, but wear bright colors. 

Easy, 4.4 miles. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

3 December, Saturday Moscow Pond, Hubbardton Leader, Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Hike in to a small, remote beaver pond west of Lake Bomoseen. Our route will be determined by weather conditions. 
Moderate, 3.5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM 

10 December, Saturday Pine Hill Trails, Rutland Leader: Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Explore the extensive new trail system, through woodlands with cliffs and ponds, in Rutland City’s Pine Hill Park. 

Moderate. Route, mileage, and elevation gain to be determined. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM 


Turtle Outing Schedule September - October 2005 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle” hikes for seniors and others who 
wish to enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, 
involve limited elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy 
footwear, and be prepared for Vermont weather. Meet to car pool on Thursdays at 9 AM from the Godnick 
Adult Center on Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue. We return in early to mid-afternoon. Call leaders listed at 
the right below if you have questions. All are welcome. 


8 September 

Mt Tom, Woodstock 

Moderate. Follow carriage roads and trails in the Marsh Billings National Park to 
Mt. Tom overlooking Woodstock village. 

Bob & Thelma Perkins 
773-0184 

22 September 

Rocky & Muddy Ponds, Rutland City 

Moderate. Loop through Rutland City’s Pine Hill Park passing the old stone 
crusher site and two good-sized ponds. 

Ray Catozzi 
773-3006 

6 October 

Back of Blue Ridge, Mendon - Chittenden 

Moderate. Walk up old Turnpike Road, past the beaver dam (if the water is not 
too high), and down Wildcat Road. 

Bob & Thelma Perkins 
773-0184 

20 October 

Chaffee Falls, Pittsford 

Moderate. This walk in the woods culminates beside a lovely waterfall on Furnace 
Brook. 

Jean Davies 
483-6623 
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Outing 'Reports 


Sunset Hike, Pine Hill, Rutland 

25 May 2005 

By Roma Pulling, leader 

The musical sound of the 
melodica rang over Pine Hill as we 
sang "Red Sails in the Sunset" and 
"You Are My Sunshine," but it had 
no effect on the weather. When we 
finished our short concert, the skies 
were still cloudy and threatening. 
No sunset that night! 

Five of us had gone to Pine Hill 
in a hopeful mood and had stopped 
halfway into the hike for light 
refreshments. By that time it seemed 
unlikely we would see the sun that 
evening, whereas if we hurried back 
to town we could perhaps get to the 
library in time to watch a slide show 
about hiking which, without our 
knowledge, had been scheduled on 
the evening of our hike. 

It seems to me this outing is 
worth scheduling again, another 
time, and perhaps in another place. 
Stay tuned. 

Otter Creek, Clarendon-Rutland 

19 June 2005 

By Barbara Griffith, co-leader 

Rivers and streams swollen with 
recent heavy rains, roads washed out, 
and news reports of calamities had us 
all wondering about this trip. This 
section of Otter Creek from the 
Creek Road in Clarendon to Park 
Street in Rutland, a stretch of about 
13 miles, had been beckoning to me 
for some time. As a responsible 
leader I had an alternate trip planned. 
However Otter Creek crested during 
the night and had receded to what all 
participants agreed was a safe “Club” 
adventure. One thing about high 
water on the Creek - it eliminates 
most “snags” which we call those 
stringers or walls of refuse that can 
occur across any narrowing body of 


water. They consist of trees, trunks, 
junk, rubbish, basketballs, and at 
times have sand and mud involved 
with vegetation growing abundantly. 

One such snag portage was 
necessary in the 13 miles - not bad at 
all! Silver maples lined the banks. 
There were multitudes of nesting 
birds greeting us, or warning us off. 
Kingfishers were plentiful as were a 
variety of ducks. Cliff swallows 
nesting in the high creek banks came 
swooping at us. There were king 
birds and oh, so many more. 

There are no falls or rapids in 
this area of the Creek. It meanders 
through farm country, alongside com 
and hay fields. If you trace it as the 
crow flies from our put in to take out 
on a topographical map it is a bit 
over six miles. So you can imagine 
all the twists and convoluted turns 
involved. Abutments of several 
bridges from long ago line the banks. 
A number of these appear in the 
middle of nowhere. 

Please come with me on our 
trip. I’ll denote mileage from our 
launching to some locations when I 
can in parenthesis. 

Donning personal flotation 
devices, checking supplies of insect 
repellant, lunches, water, sunscreen, 
and cameras, off we paddle heading 
north on the “Indian Road”. Mill 
River flows in just before our 
launching site. We paddle upstream a 
bit. but the current is strong. So with 
the current we go. The Creek Road 
looms up above the bank to our left, 
or west, as we rush by heading north. 
Sand banks are spotted on our right 
with sand pipers abundant. The creek 
swings away from the Creek Road 
(1.25 miles) and wanders east before 
crossing under the Walker Mt. Road 
bridge (2 miles). Just past this bridge 


is the site of an old ford from pre- 
revolutionary days but, as we zip by, 
the water is too high for us to see any 
evidence of the ford. From here it 
seems as though we do loop-de-loops 
as we twist hither and yon. Around a 
comer we turn and hear rushing 
water. “What’s that?” we wonder as 
there are no rapids on our agenda. 
It’s a massive snag with volumes of 
water rushing over and under. 
Discretion being the better part of 
valor, we pull our kayaks out and 
notice that others have done so 
before. We pulled and carried the 
five kayaks around on land and put 
in safely on the other side. 

Who knows where lunch was 
enjoyed? It was on a sandbank 
somewhere on the Creek. We passed 
in back of Mill River High School (6 
miles), and made our closest 
approach to the railroad tracks since 
Walker Mt. Road. The Crown Point 
Military Road forded the Creek 
somewhere near this location. Just 
beyond Otter Valley Supply Lumber 
Company, several brooks rush into 
the Creek. We keep paddling! Soon, 
or not so soon (8 miles), the Alfrecha 
Road Bridge greets us. Barry quips 
“We are more than halfway there!” 
Ilmmm, “Perhaps we should have 
spotted a ‘get away’ vehicle here.” I 
retort. 

Onwards we paddle seeing the 
Creek Road once again (10 miles) 
before encountering the Cold River 
as it rushes into the Creek. At this 
point the volume of water does 
increase, but the Creek also widens. 
Here the Creek bends back almost 
upon itself; we go directly west, take 
a sharp turn and go back to the east- 
north-east! 

What’s that up ahead? It’s the 
four-lane Route 4 Bridge. We must 
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be nearing out destination! Another 
old bridge abutment reminding us of 
covered bridges from the past, and a 
prior crossing marks the place where 
vve parked our vehicles many hours 
before (12 miles). 

A great day; a trip completed. 
With sore, tired muscles, we take 
out, bid each other adieu and leave 
with a feeling of good 
companionship and a sense of a day 
well spent. 

Deer Leap Mt., Killington 

25 June 2005 
By John Hale, leader 

The new parking lot on Route 4 
had been finished only the week 
before when we ten (humans, plus 
Dickens) met there for our Saturday 
hike up to Deer Leap Overlook. It 
was warm in the sun but we enjoyed 
a breeze even in the forest. 

The trail from Maine Junction 
would have taken us on to Katahdin 
but after a quick vote, we continued 
toward the Leap. We quickly 
separated into two speed groups and 
the five leaders (and the GPS) were 
out of hearing when the trail 
unexpectedly started (and continued) 
going down. The second five 
commented, deliberated, back- 
tracked and then re-tracked 
(correctly) down the trail finding the 
fore five after their lunch at the L.eap. 
ready to start home. 



Viewing Pico from Deer Leap 


We agreed to separate and four 
headed down the mountain, while six 
lunched and enjoyed the view of Pico 
and the valley before starting down 


(with the GPS) back around Deer 
Leap Mountain on the Appalachian 
Trail finding the Maine Junction 
again before descending to the 
parking lot, energized and grinning. 

Some of us had gone 2.8 miles, 
going up and down about 550 feet of 
elevation; some about a mile farther 
and a couple hundred feet more 
elevation change. 

Bird Mountain 

2 July 2005 

By Barbara Griffith, co-leader 

Bird Mountain, in the Taconic 
Range, has a prominent 2216 foot 
rock outcrop. Barry and I gleaned 
some historical information about 
Bird Mountain, or Birdseye as some 
locals call it. Tidbits of our research 
are: 

• From the History of Rutland 
County: Colonel Bird spent an 
unscheduled night “on the summit of 
a precipitous mountain” circa 1767, 
thus the name Bird Mountain. Some 
say he woke up and had a “Birdseye 
View” of the panorama below. 

• From the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department website: The 
Department now oversees the Bird 
Mountain Wildlife Management 
Area (BMWMA) which has 175 
acres in Ira, 115 acres in Castleton 
and 350 acres in Poultney. 

• From the History of Bird’s 
Mountain Masonic Monument : the 
Masons erected a monument on the 
top on August 27, of 1 886. When the 
comer stone was laid there was a 
great ceremony with over 2,000 
participants. This Masonic 
Monument was later struck and 
demolished by a bolt of lightening. 
We have it from a local mason that 
many of the bricks were retrieved 
and used in parts of the construction 
of the Castleton Masonic Lodge. 

For this trek the weather was 
near perfect with a group of all ages 
out for the trip to the top. There is no 


August 2005 

blazed trail to the peak and this 
leader can get you there, but I can't 
give you navigable verbal directions. 
“Just do it” we say in our family. 
You drive about three miles up the 
Bird Mt. Road to the gated road and 
kiosk with maps and information at 
the BMWMA. As you journey up the 
old overgrown road the mountain 
looms up ahead with precipitous 
ledges abundant on its southern 
slope. 



Bird Mountain from the south 


Our group made its way to the 
easterly slope and a spring with cold 
water that flows out of the caverns 
and crevices of the rocks. Just past 
the spring on the left there is a trail 
up quite a steep scramble through a 
notch. This narrow, precipitous path 
is built into the notch upon a rock 
bed. I find it difficult to describe the 
trail otherwise. A lot of hard labor 
went into its construction and for that 
we were grateful. 

At the top of this steep ascent 
the group followed the path as it 
tracked along the ridge, now rising 
more leisurely, southwesterly toward 
the summit. 

Amidst “Oh’s” and “Ah’s” all 
enjoyed the breathtaking views: to 
the east the Rutland airport. West 
Rutland, and the Coolidge Range 
with Pico, Killington, Mendon, and 
Shrewsbury; to the south the 
Taconics with Herrick Mountain, and 
Lake St. Catherine; to the west Lake 
Bomoseen, Castleton, Fair Haven, 
and the Adirondacks; and to the 
north Hubbardton; and many more I 
cannot remember. 
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Granola bars, peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches, yogurt and such 
abounded. Our five-star lunch 
overshadowed any restaurant in the 
valleys below. 

Taking our time down the steep 
terrain we soon enjoyed the 
wildflowers of summer, even 
chancing upon an orange wood lily. 
Biding adieu to one and all after a 
walk into the nearby cemeteries we 
all agreed the day was extraordinary! 

End-To-End Reunion 

7 July 2005 

By Roma Pulling, hostess 

Several months ago it occurred 
to me someone should get End-to- 
Enders together to reminisce and 
perhaps inspire others to walk the 
same course. Pretty soon a second 
thought occurred: Instead of waiting 
for it to happen, why not do it 
myself? 

On the evening of 7 July six 
people gathered at our house and 
brought trail snacks and pictures to 
share. They first entered our dinette 
and signed our guest book on a table 
displaying hiking books, including 
some of my favorites: three by Colin 
Fletcher and one of Earl Shaffer. 
Nearby on a room divider was a 
collection of ancient backpacking 
gear [from a couple of ancient 
backpackers]. 

We proceeded from there to the 
porch, where the snack items were 
assembled. We had a choice of 
veggies, trail mix, banana chips, 
peanuts, ham sandwiches and cheese. 
The beverages were iced lemonade 
and elderberry wine [guess who?]. 
While we snacked, we recalled 
experiences on the trail and poured 
over pictures of our treks. 

Cindy brought a computer disc, 
which we hoped to enjoy to cap off 
the evening. Being nearly a computer 
illiterate. I put Cindy in charge, and 
she soon discovered one of the 


limitations of a seven-year-old 
computer. Anyway, thanks for 
trying! The only thing that would 
have made the evening more 
complete was to have some aspiring 
End-to-Enders take part. They 
missed a great opportunity. 

Killington Work Trip 

9 July 2005 

By Cynthia Taylor-Miller, leader 

Three workers with tools rode 
the Gondola to the summit of 
Killington. We cleared the section of 
trail from Cooper Lodge to Jungle 
Junction of six blow downs, leaving 
one large white birch, approximately 
14 inches in diameter, located 100 
feet south of the southernmost 
puncheon in the Killington-Pico 
saddle. Hikers can walk over this 
obstacle, but if someone with a 
chainsaw removed this one, this 
section of the trail would then be 
clear of all blow downs. We also 
cleared the water bars and cut back 
brush with toppers and clippers. 

The white blazes need to be 
freshened up along this entire section 
and the blue blazes on the LT/AT 
north of Cooper should be made 
white as far as the intersection with 
the properly blue blazed Bucklin 
Trail. 1 knew I was on the right trail, 
but hikers traveling north might be 
confused as to why they were seeing 
blue blazes when they were looking 
for white blazes only. 

We walked out via the 
Sherburne Pass Trail where we 
removed two more blow downs and 
two leaners, and carted out a large 
bag of trash from both Pico Camp 
and Cooper Lodge. Bill Robichaud 
found the privy in good shape but he 
didn’t like the “flimsy” latch. 

Otter Creek, Proctor-Pittsford 

10 July 2005 
By Barbara Griffith 

To put a boat in below 
Sunderland Falls in Proctor one 


accesses the site by seemingly 
vanishing down a dirt road by the 
waste water treatment plant. It’s 
easily accessible and a beautiful 
place to launch. This launching was 
rewarded with a large volume of 
water cascading over the scenic 
marble ledges. Recent rains had once 
again put Otter Creek at higher than 
normal summer levels. 

Along this seven-mile trip one 
paddles below the creek bank levels 
isolated from the busy world above. 
The party was rewarded with various 
water fowl including great blue 
herons, and multitudes of king 
fishers. 

After lunch, which was enjoyed 
alongside one of Pittsford’s scenic 
hiking trails, these kayakers decided 
to venture up Furnace Brook, a route 
not always maneuverable due to low 
water and snags. We made it all the 
way to the Cooley covered bridge 
before returning to continue down 
Otter Creek. 

We approached “Pitt’s Ford” 
noting that it would have been 
difficult to ford with anything other 
than a boat today. Another short side 
trip was taken up a stream to the 
small falls that mark the waterpower 
site of one of Pittsford’s earliest 
mills. 

We shot out of that stream back 
to the Creek and finished our trip by 
taking out at the Hammond covered 
bridge in Florence. In the 1927 flood 
this bridge was lifted off its 
abutments and carried more than a 
mile downstream where it came to 
rest. It survived with the strength of 
its lattice truss design and now sits 
across the Creek with memories of 
earlier times. 

Taking out was a bit tricky with 
fast moving deep water. With Jerry 
Parker’s leadership, and with 
teamwork and assistance, we all 
made it safely to paddle another day. 
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Robert Frost Mountain 

16 July 2005 

By Gordon Cawood. leader 

Five members of the Bread Loaf 
and four from the Killington Sections 
were joined by a diminishing 
infestation of mosquitoes on a hike 
from Ripton-Lincoln Road in Ripton 
to the peak of Robert Frost Mountain 
along a VAST snowmobile trail. 
Since this trail is not maintained for 
foot traffic, the intrepid hikers 
pushed their way through mud in 
some places and tall grass in others. 
The trail was nevertheless easily 
followable. We all enjoyed lunch at 
the peak. 

Unfortunately there were no 
views because of so much haze. We 
could not even see the Omya quarries 
down in Middlebury. Thus it made 
no sense to continue to the lower 
viewpoint looking eastward. 

On the return trip we had the 
pleasure of meeting Claire and Norm 
Groleau, who own the property at the 
trail crossing on North Branch Road. 
It turns out that the Groleaus and 
Debbie Ramsdell had been friends in 
Charlotte before the Groleaus moved 
to their new home. They graciously 
gave us a tour of their house and 
offered us refreshments. 

Castleton Bike Ride 

24 July 2005 
By Bill Holt, leader 

On a bright Sunday seven GMC 
bikers came out for a ride. We met 
near the firehouse in Rutland and 
headed west to Castleton State 
College. After discussing where we 
would be riding, two of the riders 
decided to ride just on the D&H 
Rail-Trail. They called later that 
night to say they had a wonderful 
ride all the way to Poultney and 
back. 

The rest of us headed to Staso 
Road, which turned to dirt after a 
mile. We climbed a couple of steep 


grades before leveling off at Pond 
Hill Ranch. While taking a break 
from the hill one of the riders 
decided to head back to Castleton as 
she was a little pooped out after the 
climb. 

We were now four. As we 
started zooming down the backside 
of Pond Hill Ranch we had to stop 
abruptly when we encountered about 
ten riders on horseback coming up 
the hill. The lead rider on his white 
horse was almost thrown when the 
horse couldn't figure out just what 
we were. We had come to a complete 
stop 50 yards before the horses, but 
this one horse still was acting as 
though he had never seen a bicycle. 
Finally the cowboy straightened the 
horse around and they all passed 
without further ado. We continued on 
down the hill just coasting for a mile 
or so through the dappled light of 
maples and pines. 

We were in Poultney now, 
turning onto Watkins Hill Road, 
which is rough gravel and about 15 
feet wide. As we went along we 
passed a steep gorge on our left that 
dropped off 50 or 60 feet from the 
edge of the road. On we went, past 
farmer’s fields and shady groves, to 
Gorhamtown Town Road.; past a 
com field all tasscled out and ready 
to eat. And no, we didn't grab a few 
ears along the way. It was mostly 
cow com anyway 

. We then turned left and south 
onto Lewis Road, which was fairly 
flat all the way to Hannon Road, and 
across Route 30, where we hooked 
up with the Rail-Trail. We took this 
non-motorized trail all the way back 
to the college. The only thing left of 
this old rail road bed is the cinders on 
which it had been built. Because 
railroads rarely exceed a six-percent 
grade, it feels as if you are riding on 
level ground. So we each found a 
comfortable gear and cruised along 
through the colorful wild flowers that 
is Vermont in midsummer. 


The whole trip of 15.3 miles 
took us only two hours in real time. 
For me though, I noticed that time 
had slowed way down, like those 
summer days when, as a kid, the 
days went on for ever. So if you're 
interested in experiencing a time 
warp come with us next time and see 
if you can be that young again. 

Okemo Mountain, Mount Holly 

6 August 2005 

By Andrea McQuade. leader 

Nine hikers and two faithful 
canine companions enjoyed a break 
in the summer heat and humidity to 
climb the Healdville Trail to the 
summit of Okemo Mountain. Before 
we got onto the trail, we heard a 
presentation by Dennis Devereux 
from the Mount Holly Historical 
Association about this area that once 
was part of Ludlow and the site of a 
mill, train station and post office. 



Okemo Fire Tower 

We just about had the trail to 
ourselves going up and coming 
down. At the top, we enjoyed views 
of Ludlow and surrounding mountain 
peaks from the top of a ski lift and a 
fire tower. Back at our cars, we were 
refreshed with watermelon slices 
before heading back to Rutland. 
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endeavor with speeds up to II mph. 
Several towns along the way 
provided culture and relief from sea 
legs. Carcross, with a population of 
300. is not an altogether thriving 
community at 7 AM, but come the 
tour buses, it becomes a booming 
metropolis (or so it appeared to the 
weary crew, who, having set off at 4 
AM that morning, proceeded to 
engorge, once the town awakened, 
on fried dough, pie, fresh coffee, ice 
cream, and all things not re- 
hydrated). 

The Whitehorse dam presented 
the only portage challenge of the 
550-mile waterway stretch, 
providing a ready excuse for 
disembarking and spending three 
days touring the capital of the 
Yukon. Favorites were the 
steamboat S.S. Klondike, the 
Beringia Museum of the ecology 
during the land bridge era, and the 
Transportation Museum. An 
acquaintance of one of the crew, a 
member of the venerable Royal 


Canadian Mounted Police, supplied 
the group with tent space, showers 
(!), cooking facilities, and use of 
vehicles -- a 4-star stay in the midst 
of the heretofore primitive camping. 

The Five Finger Rapids proved 
to be the most formidable barrier en 
route. The fearless captain of one 
canoe, cognizant that some had met 
their maker at this particular juncture 
determined it best to “take the waves 
head on”, resulting in a net gain of 
12 inches of water and a thorough 
cleansing of all items on board. Once 
bailing had been completed, 
equipment and gear were shiny and 
bright, and about as good as new. 

Although there were limited 
close and personal encounters with 
wildlife, there were sightings of a 
black bear (ferrying across the 
Yukon to the opposite shore), moose, 
Dali sheep, beavers, ground squirrels 
(mighty aggressive!), peregrine 
falcons, and too-many-to-count bald 
eagles. 

On 27 July the ecstatic group 


reached its destination of Dawson 
City (where it is rumored “The men 
mined the gold and the women 
mined the men.”). Camp was set up 
at a rustic hostel located across the 
river. A ferry running nonstop 
provided access to the local flavor 
and events, including the Palace 
Grand (with featured performances 
and silent movies), Robert Service's 
cabin, Goldtooth Gertie's (modern- 
day gambling hall), and a local 
saloon which highlighted the Sour 
Toe Cocktail (extracted from a 
hapless native during a bout with 
frostbite). As luck would have it, the 
group arrived in time for the annual 
music festival; with attendees 
numbering 400, this was touted as 
the biggest event of the year. 

A bike trip to the goldfields and 
retired dredges outside of Dawson 
City provided an opportunity to pan 
for the elusive gem but alas, to the 
woe of the would-be stampeders, 
netted no profit. Bust in their quest 
for gold (as were 99 percent of their 
predecessors), they were successful 
in their Klondike voyage! 


Killington Section meets with Rutland High School Hikers 


By Steve Williams 

On 27 May, Bill Robichaud and 
Steve Williams met at Rutland High 
School with a group of student 
hikers who were participating in an 
option of the “YES” program. The 
group had already climbed Black 
Mountain and Okemo with Pico, 
Little Rock Pond, and Mounts 
Ascutney and Equinox on their 
schedule. 

Bill and Steve related the 
history of the Green Mountain Club 
and the Killington Section and then 
went on to describe our outings and 
trails and shelters maintenance work. 

Bill and Steve then joined four 
hike leaders and forty-five students 
in a foggy journey to Sherburne 


Pass. A quick bit of organizing and 
the group was off. Pico summit was 
reached via the ski trails in about 90 
minutes. By this time the mist had 
cleared and lower level landmarks 
became at least partially visible. 

After a lunch break the party 
descended to Pico camp, where an 
assembly was held to ensure that no 
one was lost. As the party set off. 
Steve attempted to stay with the first 
group. A mistake! A group of fit 15 
to 1 8 year olds does not have much 
difficulty tiring an only moderately 
fit 67 year old. At Jungle Junction, 
sanity returned and from there on 
Steve held to a more moderate speed. 

On the way down, one of the 
students described his experience 


last year with the Vermont YCC 
which had worked on this portion of 
the trail. He pointed out some of the 
water bars, embankments, and steps 
that he had worked on. 

In two hours the group was at 
the trailhead. This represented a pace 
which would have caused a rebellion 
on a Killington Section hike, but 
which was readily handled by the 
students. 

This meeting seemed to be a 
great way to interface with some 
very fit and interested youthful 
hikers. It would be appropriate for 
the Section to repeat this interface in 
future years. An invitation has 
already been extended, 
f This story edited to fit space. Ed.] 
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Your Invitation to Join 


Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 


Individual $35 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 


Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a 
higher level. 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

* 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Killington Section to Host GMC Annual Meeting in 2006 


By Barry Griffith 

The Green Mountain Club’s 
2006 Annual Meeting is being 
scheduled for the first weekend in 
June, at the Long Trail Brewery 
in Bridgewater Comers. The 
Killington Section, through its 
Board of Directors, has agreed to 
host the event. Much planning has 
taken place already. Those plans 
will be summarized here. 

The Annual Meeting will 
begin with a Friday evening 
presentation at the Long Trail 
Brewery on June 2, 2006. 

Historian David Wright will 
present a program on the original 
Long Trail Lodge, on the south 
side of Sherburne Pass. The 
“Clubhouse” was constructed for 
and donated to the Green 
Mountain Club by its President, 
Mortimer Proctor in 1923. Most 
Killington members know that the 
Long Trail actually passed 
through this Lodge, until it was 
tragically destroyed by fire in 
1968. This Friday program will 
give us the opportunity to share 
this interesting history with 
attending members from other 
Sections. 

GMC Annual Meeting 
activities will begin in earnest on 
Saturday morning, June 3, 2006. 
Killington Section volunteers will 


be needed to assist with 
registration. The Club’s annual 
business meeting will begin at 9 
a.m., and take up the morning. 

As host of the meeting, the 
Killington Section is responsible 
for organizing and leading 
Saturday afternoon hikes and 
outings in the area. Sue Thomas 
has been busy putting together a 
variety of outing options for that 
afternoon. If you are interested in 
leading a hike or otherwise 
assisting, please let Sue know. 

Saturday evening will begin 
with a social hour and dinner at 
the Long Trail Brewery. While 
the main Club has not yet 
confirmed the identity of its 
keynote speaker for the evening, 
we have every reason to believe 
that the program will be 
noteworthy and well-received. 

For those who remain in the 
area and interested, Sunday 
outings will also be provided. 
Once again. Sue Thomas is 
working to finalize this list. Call 
Sue with suggestions or offers to 
help. 

In our hosting capacity the 
Killington Section also plans to 
sponsor a raffle, to provide 
merchandise or gift certificates 
for those attending the annual 


meeting, while at the same time 
raising funds for the Club. The 
contact person for the raffle is 
Cindy Taylor-Miller. The raffle 
will require solicitation of local 
businesses for donations. If you 
are interested in helping with this 
endeavor, or perhaps have an item 
of your own to donate, please let 
Cindy know. 

Your Board of Directors 
approached this hosting role 
cautiously, having in mind our 
Section’s limited budget. We 
were delighted to learn that the 
Long Trail Brewery has 
generously agreed to underwrite 
the food and drink to be provided 
at the annual meeting. This means 
that the financial obligation of the 
Section will be minimal. Our 
primary hosting obligation will be 
to provide helpful and 
knowledgeable volunteers to 
assist. The Killington Section is 
blessed with members we can 
count on to contribute! 

There will be an official 
notice and more information 
regarding the 2006 Annual 
Meeting in the next edition of the 
Long Trial News. I wanted to 
share this news with Killington 
Section members now. See you 
on the trails this winter and in 
Bridgewater Comers next June! 
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Letter to the "Editor 

Long Trail End-to-End, Anyone? 

From discussions with a number of hikers during the section’s 
outings, I have become aware that there are a number of section 
members who have an interest in doing the entire Long Trail “in 
bits and pieces”. 

Cindy Taylor-Miller has used her knowledge of the Long 
Trail, and of its trailheads in particular, to develop a possible 
approach, showing thirty separate hikes. With this in mind an 
objective of doing all thirty hikes in a two or three years would 
appear to be practical. 

At this point no one, neither Cindy nor the writer, has stepped 
forward to offer to be an overall leader, coordinator, or anything 
else. However, I believe that with sufficient members interested, 
and with some flexibility, the development of a mode of 
undertaking the project should be possible. 

My suggestion is that, if there are sufficient members (or non 
members) interested, we have an evening meeting at, say, the 
Rutland Public Library, to discuss how we might put a plan 
together. 

Those interested are asked to call or e-mail me if they would 
be interested in participating in such a meeting. It would be helpful 
if callers would indicate any (weekday) evening, such as 
Wednesdays or second Tuesdays, when they would not be 
available. 

Stephen T. Williams 
802 645 9529 
voorburg@sover.net 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, GrifT2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd„ Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Herbert Ogden, 2 1 4 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, rperkinsvt@aol.com 
Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet. VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 


Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 

2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 

" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 


*Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2005 - Feb. 2006 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 

footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

3 December, Saturday Moscow Pond, Hubbardton Leader, Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Hike in to a small, remote beaver pond west of Lake Bomoseen. Our route will be determined by 
weather conditions. 

Moderate, 3.5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

10 December, Saturday Pine Hill Trails, Rutland Leader: Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Explore the extensive new trail system, through woodlands with cliffs and ponds, in Rutland City’s Pine 
Hill Park. 

Moderate. Route, mileage, and elevation gain to be determined. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

7 January, Saturday Buckner Preserve, West Haven Leader: Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

X-country ski at the Nature Conservancy’s preserve including the scenic ruins of a farm overlooking 
Lake Champlain and the historic Galick Cemetery. 

Moderate, 3 to 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

15 January, Sunday Pond Woods State Forest, OrwellLcaders: Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Bushwhack and/or snowshoe. Depending on conditions we will snowshoe over or around several ponds 
and through mixed woods. Dress in layers. 

Moderate, 4 to 6 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

21 January, Saturday Mystery Snowshoe Leader: Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Location to be determined. Call leader for more information or just come for the surprise. 

Moderate. Distance: only the leader knows, for sure. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

29 January, Sunday Sharcheat Skiathon, Peru Leader: Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

The Killington Section will participate in the Bennington Rutland Opportunity Council’s annual 
Skiathon to raise money for the Shareheat program. Shareheat provides assistance to low-income 
Vermonters who have difficulty paying heating bills through the winter. This year, due to skyrocketing 
fuel prices and shrinking public assistance, the need will be greater than ever. So join us for a fun day of 
x-country skiing at Wild Wings in Peru as we support a worthy cause. When they become available, 
pledge forms can be picked up from our log book on any hike. If you can’t come ski with us, signup to 
sponsor someone. 

Call leader for further details and for meeting time and place. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2005 - Feb. 2006 

Schedule continued from previous page 

4 February , Saturday Hot Dog Roast Leaders: Roma & A1 Pulling, 773-6997 

There’s nothing like a roaring campfire on a cold winter day! This outing has become an anticipated 
tradition with a short snowshoe excursion to whet the appetite. Bring hot dogs to roast; hot drinks will 
be provided. 

Easy. Distance: your choice. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

11 February, Saturday Mount Philo, Charlotte Leader: Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Climb this 980-foot mountain for sweeping views of the Adirondack Mountains and nearly the entire 
length of Lake Champlain. 

Moderate, 2 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

19 February, Sunday Sugar Hill Reservoir, Ripton Leaders: Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310 

Ski or snowshoe on a mostly level snowmobile route. 

Easy, 5 miles. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

26 February, Sunday High Pond, Brandon Leaders: Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

The Nature Conservancy recently blazed a trail to remote High Pond. We'll show you the trail, and the 
pond. Snowshoes recommended. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

4 March, Saturday Stowe Pinnacle, Stowe Leaders: Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Enjoy excellent views of Mount Mansfield from this 2,651- foot spur on the side of Hogback Mountain. 
Some steep climbing. 

Moderate, 3 miles, 1 .520-foot ascent. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

12 March, Sunday Valcour Island, NY* Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Walk on water (frozen Lake Champlain, that it) out to historic Valcour Island and tour the Bluff Point 
Lighthouse, built in 1874 and operated until 1929. The Clinton County Historical Society will be on 
hand with displays. Bring snowshoes or skis to explore the island's trails and visit the site of a pivotal 
Revolutionary War battle. 

Easy, 1.5 miles, more optional. 

* If the Lake is not safe, we’ll substitute another snowshoe trip. 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

19 March, Sunday Shrewsbury Snowshoe Leader: Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Bushwhacking in the woods. 

Moderate, 2 to 3 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting 

27 September 2006 
By John Hale, Secretary 


The Killington Section directors met at 
the Law Offices of Barry Griffith, 98 
Merchant’s Row, Rutland, VT 

Attendance: 

Board Members: Barry Griffith, 

Barbara Griffith, Roma Pulling, John Hale, 
Steve Williams, Cynthia Taylor-Miller, Sue 
Thomas, Andrea McQuade, and Lynda 
Hutchins 

Guests: Al Pulling and Bob Perkins 

The meeting was called to order by 
President Griffith at 5: 10 PM. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Roma Pulling repotted the following 
account balances and membership statistics 
as of 9/27/05: 

Un-Restrictcd: 


Checking $ 787.46 

Check not Deposited 

48.75 

Savings 

1.129.70 

Cert, of Deposit 

1.602.01 

S3.567.92 

Kirk Fund: 

Savings 

$ 1.804.98 

Cert, of Deposit 

.1.3,378,24 

$15,183.22 

Membership: 

Memberships 

158 

Voting Members 189 


The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as 
presented. 

Smoke & Blazes Editor's Report 

After being commended by President 
Griffith for his fine efforts. Editor Perkins 
reported that there was nothing new to be 
considered with the publication; the next 
edition will be sent out at the end of 
November. 

Trails & Shelters Report 

Gov. Clement shelter was better 
managed this summer with only one small 
incident: the new town police patrol seems to 
have helped control the misuse seen in past 
seasons. 

In the recent past however, the US Park 
Service has wanted the town to close the 
access road to the shelter, actually 
threatening to tear down the shelter if the 
road was not closed. This position seems to 
have been taken even after the town instituted 


the additional police patrols in that area. It 
was not clear what more the Killington 
Section could do to dissuade the Park 
Service. Barry G. will circulate Herb’s 
(Ogden) email to generate further discussion 
at the next Board meeting. 

Construction of replacement shelters 
for both Cooper and Clement are scheduled 
for next year (2006); sites have already been 
identified. 

Report from the Main Club 

Our representative, Lynda Hutchins, 
reported on her attendance at the Headquarter 
Club Directors Meeting held on 17 
September. Some of the topics were: 

* A new version of the waterproof 
Long Trail map is now available. 

* The Capital Campaign is meeting 
its optimistic goals so far: 100% participation 
from the Board of Directors; significant 
contributions or pledges from employees and 
committee members. Awareness Meetings 
are being hosted around the state. The name 
of the Capital Campaign Committee was 
changed to the “Steering Committee to the 
Second Century”. 

* The Headquarters Club 
organization’s 2005 financial books received 
a clean audit report. A few recommendations 
were made by the auditors (McSolcy McCoy 
and Co.) which were taken under 
consideration. 

* There arc still 12 full time paid 
employees, although there have been some 
departures and hires, as well as shifts in 
responsibilities. 

* There have been new developments 
in the Winooski River Crossing plans. The 
Club is re-thinking the location after a 
significant donor has apparently come 
forward. This is an important project 
involving, as it does, more than one third of 
the as yet unprotected land. 

* Board members will now receive 
part of their pre-meeting information 
packages electronically. However, the 
decision was made not to allow electronic 
access to meeting minutes for confidentiality 
reasons. 

President Griffith and all present 
thanked Lynda again for her selfless 
involvement at the Club meetings. 


GMC 2006 Annual Meeting 

Killington Section has been asked to 
consider acting as host for next year’s Annual 
Meeting, which will be held at the Long Trail 
Brewery. There was an extensive discussion 
of whether our Section should or could host 
the meeting. Numerous volunteers will be 
required to spend a good bit of time 
organizing and then actually running the 
event. 

There was a general consensus that our 
section cannot afford to be financially 
responsible for any costs: no outright 
contribution of funds to defray costs can be 
considered and no financial or contractual 
obligation can be undertaken on behalf of the 
Headquarters Club; the Club would have to 
be principal in any financial arrangements. 
There was every willingness however, to 
volunteer time and take responsibilities as 
agents for the Club. 

Cynthia T-M agreed to speak with the 
Club’s point person in this issue. Ms. Kerry 
Foster to find out what they would expect of 
our section if we were to agree to be hosts. 

Mr. Dave Wright, who is shooting a 
video about the old Long Trail Lodge, was 
mentioned as a possible speaker at the 
Annual Meeting. 

We all agreed to meet again on 
Tuesday 18 October at 6:15 PM at Barry ’s 
office to discuss this issue. Cynthia is to 
invite Kcri Foster from the Waterbury office 
to attend. 

Outing Schedule 

The next schedule, for December. 
January, and February, is filling in nicely. 

Other Business 

Former President Williams and Cynthia 
have discussed the idea of segmenting the 
entire Long Tail into day hikes such that 
interested people could complete their end- 
to-end journey in that way. A general 
discussion ensued revolving around 
perceived practical difficulties and possible 
scheduling conflicts. Steve W. will write a 
letter to Smoke & Blazes requesting email 
feed-back and indications of interest: he will 
report back to the Board. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:46 PM. 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting 

1 8 October 2006 
By John Hale, Secretary 


The Killington Section directors 
met at Sabby’s Restaurant, Center 
Street, Rutland, VT 

Attendance: 

Board Members: Barry Griffith, 
Barbara Griffith, Roma Pulling, John 
Hale, Steve Williams, Cynthia Taylor- 
Miller, Sue Thomas, Andrea 
McQuade, and Lynda Hutchins 

Guests: Al Pulling and Bob 
Perkins 

Special Guest: Keri Foster, GMC 
Headquarters Staff 

The meeting was called to order 
by President Griffith at 5:40 PM. 

Secretary’s Report 

The Minutes of the 27 September 
2005, board meeting were read, 
discussed and amended in the Trails & 
Shelters Report section in the first 
paragraph “Gov. Clement shelter was 
better managed this summer with only 
one small incident that was reported to 
us.” (underlined words added); and in 
the third paragraph of that section 
rewritten to read “Construction of a 
replacement shelter is scheduled for 
next year (2006); the site chosen is 
two miles north of Clement and about 
two miles south of Cooper.”; and in 
the GMC 2006 Annual Meeting 
section, the spelling of Ms. Foster’s 
first name was corrected to “Keri”. 

A motion was made to accept the 
amended minutes, seconded and 
passed unanimously. 

The 2006 Annual GMC Meeting 

Keri Foster spoke to us about the 
2006 Annual Meeting. Ben Rose 
would like to have been able to attend 
but had a significant conflict and sent 
his greetings instead. She was in 
attendance to answer our questions, 
allay our fears, and encourage us to 
decide to host the Meeting. 

Each year different Sections of 
the Club act as hosts for the Annual 


Meeting. The meeting in 2006 will be 
held on 2 and 3 June and the parent 
club has already made a number of 
arrangements: the venue will be the 
Long Trail Brewery in Killington; and 
the Saturday night meal and speaker 
have been contracted. Food for Friday 
night is still under consideration. 

The Club has agreed that the 
Killington Section would not have any 
financial responsibility for the event. 

Killington Section would be 
responsible for volunteers and 
management of the following areas: 

* Identify hikes and leaders for day 
hikes for Saturday in enough variety 
to interest all possible participants and 
run the hikes. 

* Arrange for a speaker for Friday 
night’s event (the parent Club agrees 
to cover the cost of any honorarium); 
and coordinate donation of desserts for 
the evening. 

* Organize and run any extra 
events such as a Gear Swap, a Raffle 
of local business products and 
services, a 50/50 money raffle, and/or 
private homes offered for lodging. 

* Detail availability and location of 
camp sites/grounds, hotels, motels and 
other overnight accommodations in 
the environs. 

* Prepare a map and written travel 
directions to the various venues. 

* Write a formal Introduction to 
the event. 

* Prepare a Schedule of Events 
once all details are settled and provide 
it to the Club for dissemination. 

* Register participants on Saturday 
(seven to ten volunteers will be 
needed.) 

A motion that our Killington 
Section host the 2006 Green 
Mountain Club annual meeting was 

made, seconded and passed 
unanimously. A Committee of the 


Whole was formed to manage the 
process and volunteers were accepted 
for the various tasks: 

* Sue Thomas offered to detail the 
hike and outing schedule with leaders, 
and to manage that process. 

* Cynthia Taylor-Miller offered to 
scout out and list all overnight 
accommodations in the immediate 
area. 

* Barry Griffith will prepare a map 
and write travel directions. 

* Steve Williams is to write the 
Introduction paper with the assistance 
of Bob Perkins. 

* Lynda Hutchins proposed to 
coordinate Section members’ dessert 
contributions and their presentation at 
the Friday night event. 

* John Hale and Cynthia Taylor- 
Miller will organize and run the 
Raffles (Gear Swap, Products & 
Services Raffle, and 50/50 Raffle.) 

* Barry Griffith will be the central 
coordination point for all activities. 

Ben Rose and Keri Foster will 
meet with the Long Trail Brewery 
people on Tuesday 15 November at 
12:30 PM to iron out details of the 
event. Barry Griffith will also attend. 

Our own annual pot luck dinner 
meeting will be held on 19 November 
and our participation in the 2006 
Annual Meeting will be presented and 
discussed. We will hope to generate 
more volunteers and possible homes 
offered for participant lodging. 
Barbara Griffith plans to set up easels 
to facilitate the sign-ups. 

The next meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole will be on 
Tuesday, 15 November at 5:30 PM at 
Barry Griffith’s office at 98 Merchants 
Row in Rutland. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
7:09 PM. 
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Outing ‘Reports 


Mount Equinox, Manchester 

1 1 June 2005 

By Sue Thomas, leader 

About two years ago I climbed Mount 
Equinox by myself and at the summit 
stumbled into the midst of the annual “Hill 
Climb”, a race up the auto road for antique 
sports cars. I thought it would be fun to bring 
the club up to see it, so this year I scheduled a 
hike to coincide with the race. Imagine my 
surprise when a few days beforehand 1 got a 
call from the silent order of monks, who own 
much of the mountain. (When I reported this 
on the hike, someone asked the obvious 
question: “Why do they even have a 
phone?”) It seemed their insurance company 
was requiring that no one be anywhere on the 
mountain during the race. I convinced the 
monk that we couldn't possibly be injured 
over at the lookout, a half mile across the 
ridge. By the time we finished commiserating 
about the idiocy of insurance companies, he 
said to go on to the top and ask the guards if 
we could watch from the porch of the defunct 
hotel. So that’s what we did and no one 
objected. We made certain to control 
Dickens. I had visions of him claiming a 
vintage Austin-Healy by jumping in and 
refusing to budge! 

The little cars are just his size. Some 
date back to World War I, and a few of the 
drivers looked as if they did too. We’d hear 
then long before they shot, one by one, over 
the crest of the hill and into the parking lot 
Two of our hikers knew a lot about cars and 
were able to identify each one, not unlike our 
spring wildflower walks. 

We. of course, paused to pay tribute to 
Mr. Barbo. I think it’s safe to say that his is 
the only mountaintop memorial to a dog 
around. Passing hikers leave offerings there: 
little piles of stones, acorns, wildflowcrs, and 
coins. Dickens appeared to be unmoved. 

WARNING: The rest of this hike report 
contains graphic material (hat may be 
upsetting to the squeamish. Caution is 
advised. 

In addition to the auto race this hike 
also, unfortunately, coincided with the height 
of the tent caterpillar invasion. The moment 
we got out of the cars we could hear a sound 
like raindrops in the leaves although the sky 
was bright blue. Caterpillar poop was falling 
like rain all around us. As we headed up the 
trail the varmints themselves hung from 
threads in our path, forcing us to dip and 
dodge in a peculiar dance as we made our 
way thru the gauntlet. It was our own GMC 
version of "Fear Factor", though as far as I 


know no one actually ate one - at least not on 
purpose. Luckily they were confined to the 
lower elevations so we eventually left them 
behind, but it caused us to start back down 
the trail after lunch with much trepidation. 

It all would have been very interesting 
viewed on the Nature Channel - we saw tree 
trunks completely covered with caterpillars 
and the ground was carpeted with bits of 
chewed leaves. Quite a different story when 
you're picking them out of your hair though! 
My complements to those hikers who 
valiantly battled thru the worms without 
complaint, and with the acceptance that 
sometimes Nature is just plain disgusting! 

Mount Ascutney 

31 July 2005 

by Herb Ogden, Leader 

Even though my late father and I were 
the first two members of the Ascutney Trails 
Association, the group that revived the Mt. 
Ascutney trails beginning in 1966, I had 
never hiked the Futures Trail up Vermont's 
highest monadnock. My trail work on 
Ascutney pretty much ended in the 60s, and 
the Futures Trail was not built till 1983. The 
best way to make sure I got around to 
exploring it was to agree to lead a hike over 
it. Now I can say from personal experience 
that there are four good ways up Ascutney: 
the Weathersfield Trail from the south, the 
Brownsville Trail from the north, the 
Windsor Trail from the northeast, and the 
Futures Trail from the east. Back when we 
were laying out or rediscovering trails in the 
late 60s, I also experienced some not so good 
ways up. One, an old wood road that we 
followed downhill from the Weathersfield 
Trail, mysteriously petered out at a high 
elevation on the west side. There was no 
more road until much lower. Only later did 
we find out that there was a long log chute on 
that side of the mountain. Of course, it had 
vanished without a trace by the 60s, and 
where it used to be was a heck of a 
bushwhack. 

The Futures Trail contrasts with all the 
other routes up the mountain in that it 
actually goes up and down significantly. The 
Brownsville and Windsor Trails are pretty 
much an unrelenting climb, and the 
Weathersfield Trail has at best some level 
stretches. As it follows the long, undulating 
east ridge, however, the Futures Trail seems a 
bit more like the Long Trail than the other 
Ascutney trails do. At 4.6 miles from the 
State Park to the summit, it is also by far the 
longest Ascutney trail. 


Our small Killington Section group 
saved the Futures Trail for the second part of 
our hike, opting for a gradual descent. 
Climbing up the Windsor Trail, we noted 
unusually low water at Gerry Falls, though 
the summer had not been especially dry. 
Ascutncy's unusually dense granite slows the 
percolation rate so much that springs on the 
mountain tend to reflect the rainfall of the 
previous summer more than that of the 
current summer. Just south of the L.og 
Shelter, we helped a hiker who, while trying 
to climb to the top, was about to head back 
down, thanks to her confusion about the 1903 
and 1857 routes. We admired the wood floor 
that the Ascutney Trails Association had just 
put in the shelter, and then headed to the top 
after a detour to Castle Rock for a good view 
of Windsor. Lunch at the top was a calmer 
event than the last time I led a hike up there, 
when one participant insisted that the 
observation tower was the best place to be in 
the face of an oncoming thunderstorm. 

We saved a little mileage by using the 
shortcut from the Slot Trail to the Futures 
Trail and by forgoing the side trail to the 
Steam Donkey (No, a steam donkey has 
nothing to do with riled-up Democrats. It's a 
stationery steam engine, used on Ascutney to 
winch logs.) Just below that side trail, we 
marveled at a wide flume that is not even 
mentioned in the guidebook. It's an 
impressive sight. Farther down, we enjoyed 
a stop at the picnic area across from where 
the mail touches but does not cross the motor 
road. The shelter is a grand old CCC type 
building, and the view is good. We enjoyed a 
final view from a knoll about a mile from the 
bottom, among pines and oaks that are unlike 
most of Ascutncy's forest. This was a long 
outing, but well worth the trip. 

Mount Antone and Beyond 

10 September 2005 
By Steve Williams, leader 

Most club trips to Mount Antone return 
either by Mount Antone Road, or via Beebe 
Pond. This trip aimed at returning on a loop 
via the southern end of Merck Forest. 
Consequently, after lunch at the summit, with 
an excellent view of much of the eastern 
Adirondacks. the nine-hiker party set off 
down Lookout Road (the latter being a 
misnomer: in many places the "road" is 
barely disccmablc). The objective was 
Lookout Point, which looks south over the 
valley leading east from West Rupert and 
towards the ridges associated with Equinox. 
Mountain. In an attempt to follow club 
traditions, the leader there provided the party 
with a post-lunch snack of zucchini bread 
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The leader was most gratified that this was 
well received as, prior to the moming of the 
hike, he had never baked a loaf of bread in 
his life, zucchini or otherwise. 

From Lookout Point, Lookout Road 
improves and, via a number of switchbacks, 
leads the hiker down to Old Town Road, 
while losing more than the 850 vertical feet 
ascended on the way up to Mount Antonc. 
This gives rise to a one-hour uphill stretch 
before the loop is completed at the junction 
with Mount Antone Road. En route the group 
visited the so called Sugar Shack shelter, 
which is in excellent shape, with a capacity 
of ten or more and Birch Pond, a pleasant 
enough small pond, but not too inviting for 
swimming because of its limited depth and 
very muddy bottom. 

All told, a welcome day in the big 
outdoors with a group with high conversation 
skills; at each resting point, the leader had to 
use all his cajolery skills to re-start onward 
motion! 

Moonlight Bike Ride, Castleton 

1 8 September 2005 
By Bill Holt, leader 

On a late Sunday afternoon six 
bicyclists met in Castleton near the 
abandoned rail road bed. All day had been 
cloudy and cool, but just before we started 
out the weather started changing for the 
better. We took off just as the sun dropped 
off the western horizon. The railroad bed was 
dry despite rain the day before and we 
cruised along at a steady pace. The trail was 
wide enough so we could ride two abreast 
allowing us to converse along the way. We 
passed fields, swamps, and woods without 
having to deal with vehicle traffic and arrived 
in Poultney at dark. We all gobbled down a 
snack on Main Street while swapping stories 
of close encounters with bears. Now that we 
were thoroughly versed on what could 
happen out there in the boondocks we started 
our ride back to Castleton in total darkness. 
Our bike lights cut a feeble path of light 
through a tunnel of black. I could sec fifteen 
to twenty feet ahead of me while leading the 
way, but when a cottontail dashed across in 
front of me it still was startling. Not far out of 
town the moon, full of orange, pecked over 
the eastern horizon. Some the bikers now 
howling like coyotes greeted the majestic 
sight. As we rode through open areas we 
were coaled with a refreshing dampness as 
the dew was settling in. We arrived back in 
Castleton under a white moon and just 
slightly chilled. We hope to ride again under 
the light of the moon, perhaps next spring. 

Sr. Shuffle to Wallingford Pond 

25 September 2005 
By Roma Pulling 


Immense potholes - some large enough 
to lose your car in - were what I remembered 
from earlier hikes to Wallingford Pond. They 
were still there - the same holes and 
(probably) some of the same water. Brown, 
dirty water surrounded by brown, dirty mud. 
But in each instance we were able to make 
our way around these obstructions without 
getting our feet wet 

There were seven of us on this outing 
under cloudy skies, but the threatened 
showers never occurred. Driving two cars up 
Sugar Hill Road off Route 140 in 
Wallingford, we followed Wallingford Pond 
Road to a parking lot 1.9 miles in. There 
were two other cars there but no other hikers. 
But someone had pitched a tent nearby and, 
we presume, was inside because his shoes 
were placed neatly beside the tent flap while 
his roll of paper towels hung on a tree branch 
in lieu of a more traditional hanger. 

There were signs that vehicles had been 
driven to the pond, perhaps in order to launch 
boats. As mud was everywhere, we decided 
to check for other approaches that would 
provide drier places to enjoy our lunch; but 
finding nothing that looked promising we 
headed back to our cars. One hiker suggested 
that nearby White Rocks picnic area would 
be a good lunch spot, and we all agreed 
enthusiastically. [Thanks, Esther], There 
were many cars there but apparently for the 
hiking trails as we were the only people 
eating there. It was their loss. 

Watch for our next "shuffle." 
Remember, no one said fun should be 
reserved for the young. 

Rupert-West Rupert Loop 

2 October 2005 
By Vivian Bebee, leader 

The planned Split Rock hike was 
postponed for a second time. Larry Walter, 
my co-leader, was in Mississippi as a 
volunteer in the hurricane relief efforts. 
When Larry and I hiked Split Rock last 
spring, it was not well-signed at the time, so I 
opted to lead a hike in more familiar territory. 
I grew up in West Rupert. 

Anyway, we had a warm and sunny day 
(75-plus degrees) for the six individuals (all 
female) that arrived for the hike. We parked 
our cars by the old Delaware & Hudson 
railroad bed on Route 153 (between West 
Pawlct and Rupert). We started our hike with 
freshly baked chocolate-chip cookies for 
sustenance and walked along the railroad bed 
for about two miles to West Rupert. Leaving 
the railroad bed. we walked along the Mill 
Road to the home of Georgia Bebee. who 
kindly allowed us to use “the facilities." 
From there on pavement up East Street, we 
walked about a mile, passing the old two- 


room schoolhousc, which served the Town of 
Rupert for grades 3-6 for many, many years 
and now is used as the Town Clerk's office. 
Turning left onto the Lang Road, we left 
pavement for a sleepy dirt road. Along the 
Lang Road, we stopped for lunch in a 
meadow and then continued on. passing three 
homes at the far end. As we passed the 
second home, the elderly owner inquired if 
we would assist in pushing a stalled vehicle 
from her garage to enable her neighbor (a 
young lady) to jump-start it with her car that 
was parked out on the road. During the 
course of our task, it was discovered that the 
friend was the wife of someone I babysat 
when I was a teenager, a very young teenager 
of course. We continued on, bearing left on 
Youlin Road (dirt as well), which led us to 
Route 315. Turning left on pavement and a 
short walk to a right on Route 1 53 brought us 
back to our cars, where more chocolate-chip 
cookies were consumed by all. For those of 
you who are still not quite sure where we 
were, turning right on Route 315 and 
traveling a couple of miles would bring you 
to the top of Rupert Mountain and Merck 
Foundation. 

The hike was a pleasant 5 V4 miles due 
to gorgeous weather, good company and 
sleepy, less-traveled roads. 

Haystack Mountain, Pawlet 

1 5 October 2005 
By Steve Williams, leader 

The leader was not totally surprised 
when, at 9:10 AM, he received a call from his 
trusty Rutland liaison. Sue Thomas, to say 
that, given the prevailing weather conditions 
in Rutland, there were no takers for the hike, 
including herself. From the leader's 
viewpoint this was somewhat disappointing 
as he had looked at his local weather situation 
at 6:00 AM., 7:00 AM. 8:00 AM and 9:00 
AM., and on none of these occasions had it 
been raining (though, admittedly, only an 
extreme optimist could have declared it to be 
a fine sky). Further, he had once again 
stretched his baking skills to produce 
brownies as bonus sustenance for the hike, of 
which more anon. 

In spite of this setback, the leader still 
had some hopes for the day, as Bob Boutwell. 
who had several times indicated an interest in 
ascending Haystack, had said that he needed 
to come to Pawlct anyway, and that the two 
of us had agreed to make the outing unless 
the weather was totally beyond the pale. 
After a coffee and taste of the 
aforementioned brownies, they headed for the 
front door, by which time it was indeed 
raining. This continued for the short drive to 
the trailhead. at which point the leader, in no 
way wishing to overplay his leadership role. 
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gave Bob every opportunity to back out there 
and then, or later, if he so elected. 



Steve's photo of the rest of his group 


At the first point on the trail where the 
I laystack summit should have been visible it 
certainly was not. and the rain continued in a 
downpour of varying intensity. From periodic 
solicitations from the leader to Bob about his 
wish to continue, it became apparent that Bob 
is a veteran of many long hikes with 
overnight stays; many of them in much 
wetter circumstances than currently being 
experienced. 

Some twenty minutes later the east 
slope, though not the summit, came into 
view, and the steeper part of the ascent 
commenced. Curiously enough, this was no 
worse than on many non-raining days when 
the rocks had not yet dried out, except that 
water was by now gushing down the trail, 
which is not blessed with water-bars. Shortly 
alter the leader's traditional fourth recital of 
the mantra “we’re almost there", the summit 
was apparently reached, as measured by there 
seeming to be lower ground all around. But 
then, after ten minutes of the leader telling 
Bob what he would sec under better 
circumstances, persistence was rewarded, and 
glimpses of the floor of the Mettawee Valley 
and of the adjoining peak (Middle Mountain) 
miraculously appeared. Two of Bob’s 
excellent Cortland apples were consumed to 
celebrate. 

After such a sight, the trip down was 
necessarily anti-climactic, except for the 
stream near the trailhead which was rather 
more challenging than on the ascent. In 
summary, a damp, but not unpleasing, trip to 
the woods! 

rhe brownies found their way to the 
church school. The recipients expressed no 
regrets about the circumstances that brought 
them there. 

Canty Trail Work Party 

22 October 2005 
By Herb Ogden, leader 

I was delighted to have ten people 
show up for the fall work party on 22 
October though the weather was not 


particularly inviting. In only about an hour, 
they managed to cany eighteen hemlock 
planks (each six feet long by two inches 
thick), and twenty hemlock sills (each three 
feet long and six inches square) about a half a 
mile up the Canty Trail. The task was made 
easier by summer hikers who had lugged 
some of the supplies part or even all of the 
way. Thank you, whoever you are! 
Meanwhile, I used the new Killington 
Section Timber Trundler to wheel two eight 
foot long planks to the work site. Once 
everything was in place, we split into a 
couple of crews to level out spaces for the 
sills and then fasten the planks to them with 
six inch spikes. We had more workers than 
we needed for this final phase, so half the 
party had time to work south on the 
Sherburne Pass Trail hoeing leaves and 
debris out of the waterbars, putting the trail to 
bed for the winter. The result: 68 feet of new 
puncheon on the muddiest remaining spots on 
the trail up Blue Ridge Mountain, and 
waterbars that will once again take the water 
off the trail instead of overflowing down the 
trail. 



This last spike ought to do it 


Until the waterbars freeze solid, if you 
lake a hike on one of our more drainage- 
intensive stretches of trail, like the upper part 
of the Canty Trail, the Long Trail north or 
south of US 4, the Sherburne Pass Trail 
(above where our party stopped), the Long 
Trail between Snowdon Peak and 
Consultation Point, the upper Bucklin Trail, 
the Long Trail between the Lottery Road and 
Clarendon Shelter, or the Long Trail south of 
Bear Mountain, please consider taking along 
a hoe to clear out the waterbars. If they get 
plugged up. water can wash out the trail and 
negate many hours of work by trail builders. I 
have Killington Section hoes to lend if 
anybody needs one. 

Saratoga Battlefield, NY 

1 2 November 

By Sue Thomas, leader 

Our day started with scraping ice off 
our cars in Vermont, but by the time we'd 
driven the scenic route along the Champlain 
Canal, watched a movie at the Visitors 
Center, and enjoyed our lunch on the patio 


overlooking the farmland and the Hudson 
Rover the sun had done its job. We set otT on 
the four and a half-mile hiking trail, shedding 
layers like molting snakes. The trail is very 
pretty, passing through fields and woods w ith 
frequent points of interest where significant 
things happened and just enough hills to give 
us a workout. We spent most of the day in 
enemy territory, signified by red-tipped posts 
that mark the location of the British lines, but 
managed to come through unscathed. I 
suspect our red hunting season clothes may 
have caused some confusion. 

We stopped to admire a monument 
dedicated to Benedict Arnold’s leg, one of 
the more unusual tributes I’ve seen. Arnold 
was the big hero of the battle and, had his leg 
wound proved fatal, we’d be seeing signs 
claiming that he’d slept in every old inn 
across New England. Well, we all know how 
his story turned out. People should just quit 
when they’re ahead. 

We’d also passed a monument on the 
drive down dedicated to Jane McCrae. Barry 
cheerfully read us her story out of a history 
book, and a lovely talc it is. Poor Jane was a 
settler with long red hair who was killed and 
scalped by the Indians and rolled into a ditch. 
If there’s one thing I've learned it's that 
having a monument in your honor is probably 
a very bad thing. 

After cookies in the parking lot most of 
us went on to sec the Ncilson House, the only 
surviving building from the time of the battle 
and our first glimpse of. at last, blue-tipped 
posts, signifying that we had finally reached 
the American lines. Relief was short lived 
however, in listening to farmer Neilson’s 
account in an audio display, we learned that 
our naughty troops had trampled Ma’s garden 
when they used the house as a headquarters. 



The big wheels of Saratoga 

By now it was dusk and the fields 
began to fill with deer - there for the same 
reason we were as hunting is not permitted in 
the National Park. Like most battlefields I’ve 
visited. Saratoga is now a serene and 
beautiful place, making it difficult to think 
about the thousands who fought and died 
there. 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: 

Individual $35 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a 
higher level. 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


PHONE. 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Gov. Clement S helter - Are Its Days Numbered? 


By Barry Griffith. President 
Killington Section 

The most venerable structure on 
the AT/LT maintained by the 
Killington Section is Governor 
Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury. 
Most Section members are aware of 
the history of problems at the site, 
which stem from its location near a 
town highway. This has allowed non- 
hikers easy access to the site in 
motorized vehicles, where they can 
disturb those trying to enjoy the 
shelter as intended. The good news is 
that a new shelter will be built on 
Little Killington in 2007, 
approximately two miles to the north 
of Governor Clement and safely 
distant from roads. This is about 
halfway between Clarendon Shelter 
and Churchill Scott Shelter, and will 
provide an excellent additional 
overnight option for hikers. 

What happens then to Governor 
Clement? For the past several years 
the Green Mountain Club and its 
partners have urged Shrewsbury to 
abandon the Town Highway leading 
to Governor Clement, to allow a gate 
to exclude motorized vehicles to be 
erected by the Forest Service. Up to 
now, the Shrewsbury Select Board 
has been unwilling to abandon the 
road. The Town did authorize funds 
for a Sheriffs patrol, and only one 
incident was reported in 2005. 
However, that report - of a motor 
vehicle narrowly missing a tent with 



campers inside at the Shelter site - is 
a reminder that even one such 
incident could lead to tragic 
consequences. 

In January' 2006, GMC’s Trail 
Management Committee concluded 
that hiker safety cannot be assured 
while vehicles can still be driven 
there, and recommended that 
Governor Clement Shelter be 
removed if Shrewsbury does not 
abandon the road for gating. A letter 
summarizing the history' and setting 
forth the resolution has been sent to 
the Shrewsbury Select Board. The 
Town has been asked for a favorable 
response by March 31, 2007. If not 


received, the erection of the Little 
Killington Shelter could be followed 
by the removal of Governor Clement. 
As expressed in a previous issue of 
Smoke & Blazes , what a shame that 
would be. 

I understand that the 
Shrewsbury Select Board intends to 
schedule a hearing to consider the 
matter later this year. I will find out 
when that hearing will be. will notify 
interested members, and will attend. 
If you want to be included on my list 
of interested members to notify, let 
me know! Time is running out for 
the Governor. 
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Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


(mostCy from hike CeacCers) 

By Steve Williams 


2006 Andrea McQuade 

" Roma Pulling 

" * Susan Thomas 

2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 

" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 


♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 


“Not much more than five minutes.” 

“Another hour.” 

“Another two hours.” 

“The summit is just around the comer.” 

“We’ll soon see the summit.” 

“There was a good view before the trees got so big.” 

“If you climb out on that fallen-over fire tower you just might see 


Killington Section Officers 


something.” 


President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 


“This stream didn't look like that last time 1 was here.” 

“The fog should lift any time now.” 

“Only one more bit of climbing.” 

“That was the last steep bit.” 

“Yes, you often have to go down before you can go up.” 

“Did your cardiologist really say that you could do this?” 

“The weather forecast didn't say anything about it raining all day.” 
“It’s just a bit muddier than when I was here last.” 


Editor 


Bob Perkins 


“Personally, I’d shoot the ATV drivers.” 


Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


“Great view if we didn’t have the clouds.” 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermonlel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200. 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184. rperkinsvt@aol.com 
Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2005 - Feb. 2006 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy footwear, dress 
appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Distances are round trip and are 
approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any 
questions. 

4 March, Saturday Stowe Pinnacle, Stowe Leaders: Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Enjoy excellent views of Mount Mansfield from this 2,65 1 - foot spur on the side of Hogback Mountain. 

Some steep climbing. 

Moderate, 3 miles, 1 .520-foot ascent. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

12 March, Sunday Valcour Island, NY* Leader: Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Walk on water (frozen Lake Champlain, that it) out to historic Valcour Island and tour the Bluff Point Lighthouse, 
built in 1874 and operated until 1929. The Clinton County Historical Society will be on hand with displays. Bring 
snowshoes or skis to explore the island’s trails and visit the site of a pivotal Revolutionary War battle. 

Easy, 1.5 miles, more optional. 

* If the Lake is not safe, we’ll substitute another snowshoe trip. 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

19 March, Sunday Shrewsbury Snowshoe Leader: Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Bushwhacking in the woods. 

Moderate, 2 to 3 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

26 March, Sunday Mt. Moosalamoo, Salisbury Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310 

Hike or snowshoe on the trails of Mt. Moosalamoo from Ethan Allen Cave to Burnt Mountain. 

Moderate, 5 miles. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

2 April, Sunday Okenio Mountain, Mount Holly Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Hike the back side to a fire tower on the summit for sweeping views in all directions. 

Moderate, 5.8 miles, elevation gain 1900 feet, steep. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 AM. 

8 April, Saturday Killington Section Annual Meeting, Rutland Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Bring a dish to share and your own place setting for a pot luck supper followed by a short business meeting and 
election of officers. All are welcome! 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in Rutland at 6:00 PM. 

9 April, Sunday Old Roads of Shrewsbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

We’ll explore several of the old wood roads of the town of Shrewsbury. 

Moderate, 6 to 7 miles. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

15 April, Saturday Grandpa’s Knob, Castleton Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Climb to the site, in the 1940s, of the first municipal wind turbine. Views in all directions of the Greens, the 
Adirondacks, and the Taconics. 

Moderate, 3 miles, elevation gain 1000 feet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 1 0:00 AM. 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Schedule continued from previous page 

22 April, Saturday Lye Brook Falls, Manchester Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Climb gradually to one of Vermont's highest waterfalls, in the Lye Brook Wilderness. 

Moderate, 4.5 miles. (Rain date: 4/23.) 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

29 April, Saturday Long Trail Spring Cleaning Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

All are welcome to join us for our annual cleanup and maintenance, preparing the trail for the summer hiking 
season. We’ll clear water bars, trim brush, and cut blowdowns on the lower elevations. Bring work gloves, sturdy 
shoes, and lunch. Tools provided. Have fun while doing a good deed. Rain date: 4/30. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

1 May, Monday End-to-Enders’ Reunion, Rutland Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

Long Trail End-to-Enders (and serious wannabees) bring pictures to pass around, favorite trail snacks, and stories. 
Beverages will be provided, and possibly slides. 

Real easy. 

Meet at Pullings’ home. Route 4 East, across from Dexter Shoes at 6:30 pm. Call for directions. 

6 May, Saturday Little Killington Shelter Site, Mendon Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Join Dave Hardy, GMC Director of Field Programs, for a look at the site chosen for our newest Long Trail shelter 
on the south slope of Little Killington. Snow shoes may be needed. 

Moderate, 5.5 miles, rough terrain and very wet. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:30 am 
or from the Shrewsbury Town Office at 10:00 am. 

13 May, Saturday Old Brandon Town Site, Brandon Roma & AL Pulling, 773-6997 

A short walk to the site of the original village of Brandon and the Hawk Hill Cemetery, resting place of the 
earliest settlers. 

Easy to moderate. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am. 

20 May, Saturday Split Rock Mountain, Westport, NY Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Gorgeous views of Lake Champlain, Grant Mountain, and the Dix Range. 

Moderate, 5.5 miles, elevation gain 670 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

27 May, Saturday Appalachian Trail, Pomfret Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Follow the trail east from Route 12 to Cloudland Shelter over hills and pastures with sweeping views of the valley 
and mountains. 

Moderate, 6.5 miles, up and down. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

2-4 June, Fri. - Sun. Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting, Bridgewater Corners 

The Killington Section will be hosting this year's Annual Meeting. See articles in Smoke & Blazes and Long Trail 
News for details, or check the website: greenmountainclub.org. There will be several hikes, especially on 
Saturday. We’ll need volunteers to help out. Call any Killington Section Board member if you can donate some 
time. 
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Outing "Reports 


Cardigan Mountain, NH 

29 October 2005 
By Andrea McQuade, leader 

We had 12 people in our group 
and we hiked in snow! The day was 
clear and sunny, but the trail was 
snow covered all the way to the top. 
The views at the summit were 
beautiful and we were joined by an 
enthusiastic group of students from 
Kimball Union Academy who passed 
us in both directions. We met a few 
other hikers along the trail who were 
also out enjoying a late-fall/early- 
w inter day. 

Austin Hill, Rochester 

20 November 2005 

By Gordon & Helen Cawood, leaders 

This was a joint outing of the 
Killington and Breadloaf Sections. It 
being hunting season, the six of us 
stuck to the roads up Austin Hill in 
Rochester, where there are plenty of 
"No Hunting" signs. Austin Hill is 
the location of the Great Hawk 
Colony, an association which owns 
some very attractive homes. We saw 
nice views of the Green Mountains 
and had lunch at the association's 
swim pond. Lunch was well deserved 
after a short hike with an elevation 
gain of 1200 feet. 

Buckner Preserve, West Haven 
Ski, Snowshoe and Slog 

7 January 2006 
By Herb Ogden, Leader 

Ha! 1 was right! I told them the 
cross country skiing would be fine, 
and I'd even checked it out a couple 
days earlier, before the last snow. 
But did they believe me? No! Most 
brought boring snowshoes. There 
was no Snowshoe Hare, however, 
because Ruth Hare did bring her skis 
all the way down from Montpelier. 
Now. I will admit that the snow 
depth was low enough so that Jerry 


Parker's little dog Dickens had no 
problems, and that none of those 
without skis or snowshoes had to 
posthole through monstrous drifts. 
Still, the skiing was fine because we 
were mostly on hayfields and old 
pastures, and we two skiers left 
everyone behind on the final glide 
down to the former Galick Farm. 

The Nature Conservancy's 
Helen W. Buckner Memorial 
Preserve was our playground on this 
fine day. Visitors' vehicles are not 
permitted beyond the summer 
trailhead, so we left the cars there 
and walked though the small village 
of houses, bams, and outbuildings 
accumulated by the old Galick 
brothers before they stopped farming 
and the Nature Conservancy got this 
beautiful land. Until we began the 
descent to the inlet of the Drowned 
Lands, we went first west and then 
east of the old road shown on the 
USGS map. That part is overgrown, 
so we could not actually use it. From 
there on north, we followed the road 
across old hayfields or pastures to a 
little plateau where a woodroad 
comes in from Bald Mountain on the 
east. At that point, though there is no 
longer any obvious road to the west, 
one simply heads west to the edge of 
the piateau, and there's the road 
again, leading down to a sizable 
house that has fallen down in the last 
six years. We battled our way 
though burdock to the foundation so 
we could have a resting place for 
lunch. Wisely, Jerry did not join in 
this endeavor, for Dickens would 
have resembled a large self-propelled 
barking burdock burr by the end of it. 
Everyone enjoyed the panorama 
from South Bay up the narrow pail 
of Lake Champlain, and most 
explored the foundations of a large 
barn just north of the house. No 
public highway map shows a road to 


this house, though it is on the 1869 
Beers Atlas of Rutland County, so 
we wondered whether the farmer did 
most of his trading across the very 
narrow lake in New York. 

Before driving back east into 
New York (think about that, "east"), 
we toured three cemeteries. A 
couple hundred feet from the 
trailhead is the abandoned Galick 
Cemetery, with some large slate 
gravestones going back to 1813. 
Lying flat near their bases in brushy 
woods just south of the Tim's Trail 
parking lot, about 1 00 feet west of an 
old power pole, are the big 
headstones of Charles and Betsey 
Stewart, who died in 1873 and 1876, 
aged 87 and 83 respectively. Our 
last visit was to the Adams Cemetery 
at The Elbow, the only one that looks 
like a real cemetery with graves in 
rows. Over the last three years, the 
Youth Group of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Rutland has 
cleared away the prickly ash that was 
once so thick that you couldn't see 
from one end to the other. They also 
have re-erected a number of stones 
and unearthed more. In the 8 inches 
of soil that used to cover one large 
headstone from 1906. the group 
found a piece of casket hardware and 
a human collarbone. Our theory is 
that the substantial headstone led 
robbers to think the deceased 
probably had been buried with 
valuable rings or jewelry. They 
probably unearthed the casket, 
robbed it, and then found the 
quickest way to fill in the hole was to 
topple the headstone into it and then 
throw some of what they had dug up 
onto the stone. This happened too 
late to be a corpse stealing for the old 
Castleton Medical School. Any 
other ideas? 
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Pond Woods, Orwell 

15 January 2005 
By Bill I lolt. leader 

This outing was cancelled due 
to weather conditions. 

Shareheat Skiathon, Peru 

29 January 2006 

By Connie Youngstrom. leader 

It was hard to imagine that there 
would be enough snow to ski on at 
WildWings Cross-Country Center in 
Peru, but there was. Mark and I 
enjoyed spring-like conditions on 
their gently rolling terrain, some of 
which followed a brook and was 
quite lovely. The weather was damp 
and temps were in the high 30s 
making for tricky waxing. I was glad 
for my nowax bases. We were later 
told that the event raised well over 
$20,000 in pledges to assist local 
folks with their heating expenses. 
Mark and I thank you for your 
pledges. If you have never skied 
WildWings do plan on joining us 
next year. You will find great skiing 
at this low-key relaxing place and 
will help to raise money for a very 
worthwhile cause. 

Gifford Woods Hot Dog Roast 

4 February 2006 
By Roma Pulling, leader 

Given the choice of leading this 
hike on Saturday, February 4, or 


Sunday. February 5. purely by luck 
we took the better of the two days. It 
was even better than forecast with 
mostly sunny skies. Eleven people 
left the park, where the ground was 
bare, and arrived at Gifford to find 
about four inches of snow on the 
ground. Still, no one saw the need to 
use snow shoes. 

After we had loaded supplies on 
a plastic toboggan and pulled it to 
one of the log shelters. Alfred busied 
himself building a good fire iri the 
metal fireplace ring. As a hike leader 
! have come to rely on, Jerry Parker 
with his assistant Dickens, and eight 
of the hikers went for a walk on the 
hill west of the shelter. (Jerry would 
insist that Dickens was the leader 
because he went first.) After they 
left, I took a shorter walk, following 
in their foot steps. 

When we had reassembled at 
the shelter, Alfred had water boiling 
for hot beverages. Two of the men 
cut hot dog sticks, which we used to 
cook our main course, which was 
accompanied by rolls, chips, 
condiments and cookies. Sue 
brought her delicious brownies with 
a candle on one to celebrate Barb's 
birthday. (If you want to know how 
many birthdays, ask her.) 

These winter cookouts are a lot 
of fun. Try it sometime! 


Philo in February 

By Steve W illiams. leader 
1 1 February 2006 

In Smoke & Blazes would-be 
participants were offered "Sweeping 
views of the Adirondack Mountains 
and nearly the entire length of Lake 
Champlain". This indeed is precisely 
what was seen, though the snow- 
shoeing originally envisaged was. 
due either to the quirks of a New 
England winter, or as a result of 
global warming, a non starter. Three 
section members, plus a guest of the 
leader from Boston, were on hand to 
ascend 980 feet high Mount Philo, 
some eight miles north of Vergennes. 
There is a very decent well-blazed 
trail which corkscrews its way up to 
the summit. There was a light snow 
covering which masked a few icy 
patches where those with yak traks, 
boot stabilizers or other anti slip 
attachments definitely had the 
advantage. The summit was at an 
ideal temperature for lunching, with 
the view described above. The 
descent was made via the road. 

This was not the Section's 
longest hike, nor the one with the 
greatest elevation gain, but a very 
satisfying one for a bright and clear 
Saturday morning. 


The 

Former Section President 
Steve Williams is spearheading an 
ambitious group who intend to 
earn their Long Trail End-to-End 
patches by section-hiking all 272 
plus miles of the trail in bits and 
pieces over the next couple of 
seasons. Already ten folks have 
expressed interest and an 
exploratory meeting is scheduled 


Long 


Trail in Bits & Pieces 



for 6:00 pm, Monday 20 March at 
Barry Griffith's office. 98 
Merchants Row. 

Steve invites all who think 
they might be interested in joining 
the group to attend the meeting, 
or to contact him for more 
information at Steve Williams, 
phone 802-645-9529 or internet 
voorburg@sover.net. 
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Section Directors Meet 

By John Hale, Secretary 


A meeting of the Killington Section 
Board of Directors was called to 
order by President Barry' Griffith at 
7:10 PM on 24 January 2006 at his 
law offices at 98 Merchants Row, 
Rutland, VT. 


Board Members Attending: 

Barry Griffith Barbara Griffith 
Roma Pulling John Hale 

Steve Williams Sue Thomas 

Lynda Hutchins Andrea McQuade 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller 
Others Attending: 

Al Pulling Bob Perkins 


Secretary’s Report The Minutes of 
the October 1 8, 2005, Board meeting 
were read and considered. A motion 
was made to accept the minutes as 
read, seconded and passed 
unanimously. 


Treasurer’s Report Roma Pulling 
reported the following account 
balances: 

Un-Restricted: 

Checking $ 971.30 

Checks not Dep 203.75 

Savings 1,129.70 

Cert, of Dep 1.414.51 

$3,719.26 

Kirk Fund: 

Savings $ 1,832.75 

Cert, of Dep 13.345.27 

$15,178.02 

Little Killington Shelter The 

planned new shelter was discussed. 
Sue T. will speak with Herb Ogden 
to discover whether the Killington 
Section will be expected to 
contribute to the cost of the new- 
shelter. 

The GMC Annual Meeting Lynda 
H. mentioned that this June event 
may be the occasion for the parent 
club’s kick-off of the fund raising 
campaign. That decision has not yet 
been made. 


Cynthia T-M announced that she w ill 
be hiking the AT again at the time of 
the Annual Meeting and has asked 
John H. to head up the raffle: 

* Tickets for sale at one for $1 and 
six for $5 

* Pul one or more tickets in the 
container in front of the item you 
particularly want: increase your odds 
for being drawn by putting more 
tickets in the container. 

* Some raffle items have already- 
been donated: more will be collected. 

Smoke and Blazes Bob P. 

leminded us that February is coming 
and he has received no articles for 
that issue yet, suggesting that it 
would be nice if someone were to 
write an article on the Governor 
Clement shelter situation. (Barry' G. 
offered to write a synopsis. See 
below) 

Outing Schedule Sue T. mentioned 
that she needs hike leaders. 

The date of our semi-annual meeting 
and pot luck dinner was set for 
Saturday, 8 April this year. Sue T. 
will double check with the church to 
assure its availability. 

Governor Clement Shelter This 
continuing situation has taken 
another turn. Barry G. reported that 
the Parent Club has written a letter to 
the Shrewsbury Select Board 
supporting the National Forest 
Service’s request that Town 
Highway 13 be abandoned from just 
north of the northernmost private 
camp on that road, and that a gate 
installed, which could be unlocked 
during the winter and hunting 
seasons. It is the Forest Service’s 
position that continued motorized 
access to Governor Clement Shelter 
threatens the safety of hikers 
camping at the shelter and that this 
past year’s increased police 
monitoring has not produced the 
desired result. If the road is not 
abandoned by the Town, the Forest 
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Service will be obliged to remove the 
shelter. (Copy of the Parent Club’s 
ietter. penned by Dave Hardy. GMC 
Director of Field Programs is 
available from your Secretary . Also 
available is a copy of the Shrewsbury' 
Clement Shelter Committee 
chairperson. David Rice’s memo to 
his committee, undated but after 
November, 2005) 

Director Hardy’s letter was read to 
the Board and found to be acceptable 
in tone and content. The consensus 
of the Board was (hat we need not 
take a formal position. Barry G. 
offered to write a synopsis of the 
circumstances surrounding this issue 
for the next issue of Smoke and 
Blazes. 

Trails Cynthia T-M pointed out that 
there have been a significant number 
of blow downs on most of the trails 
for which we are responsible, that 
some work seems to have been done 
but that much remains to be done. 
She also reported that vandalism is 
still a problem at all of our trail heads 
especially with overnight parking. 

Main Club Lynda H reported on the 
Parent Club's meeting of 17 
September 2005. 

A copy of her report is available 
from your Secretary 

It was suggested that an award for 
Bill Robichaud from the Parent Club 
recognizing Bill’s long service to the 
Club might be in order. Herb Ogden 
will be asked to follow through. 

End-to-End Steve W. brought the 
Board’s attention to the “Long Trail 
in Bits and Pieces” project. He said 
that the project is still alive and of 
interest to a number of people but 
that no progress has been made 
recently. He called for interested 
parties to attend a meeting on the 
project on Monday, 20 March, at 
6:00 PM at Barry Griffith’s office. 

I lie meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM. 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 



The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 


Individual $35 ADDRESS: 

Family.. $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE: 
higher level. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Killington Section 
Annual Meeting 


Wayne Krevetski 
is New Director 


Main Club to 
Meet at Brewery 


By John Hale, Secretary 

The annual meeting of the 
Killington Section of the Green 
Mountain Club was held on 8 April 
2006 at the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Rutland. 

Attending: 

Board members: 

Barry Griffith President 

Barbara Griffith VP 

Roma Pulling Treasurer 

John Hale Secretary' 

Steve Williams 
Sue Thomas 
Lynda Hutchins 
Andrea McQuade 
Guests: 

Dave Hardy Director of 

Field Programs, GMC 
Paul Pilcher. Guest Speaker 
Others: 

About 20 other people attended 

Pot Luck Dinner: Our pot luck 

dinner began about 6:00 pm and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. President 
Barry' Griffith brought the business 
meeting to order at about 7:00 pm. 

Minutes: The meeting minutes o( 

the 2005 annual meeting as printed 
in the May 2005 Smoke c£ Blazes 
were accepted as printed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Roma Pulling 
reported on the 2005 year’s income 



Wayne (trail name: 
Madhatter) Krevetski, who was 
elected to the Killington Section 
board in April, is new to the 
Green Mountain Club and to 
Rutland but certainly not to 
hiking, trail work, and the 
outdoor life in general. 


Wayne is a ski instructor, a 
member of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club and the 

Appalachian Trail Conservency, 
worked on a shelter construction 
project in Tennessee, and was, for 
fifteen years, a Scout Master. His 
interests also include rock 


Most Killington Section 
members are aware that we are a 
local chapter of the statewide Green 
Mountain Club (GMC), commonly 
referred to as "The Main Club". 
Reading the quarterly Long Trail 
News is the only interaction most 
members have with the Main Club. 

This weekend, 2 to 4 June, we 
have the rare opportunity to take part 
in GMC activities close to home. 
Our section is hosting the GMC 
annual meeting at the Long Trail 
Brewery (no relation) in 
Bridgewater Comers, on Route 4, 
only about 25 miles east of Rutland. 

A social hour on Friday at 7:30 
PM will be followed by David 
Wright's slide show on the history of 
the Long Trail Lodge. 

Saturday's 9:00 AM business 
meeting will give you a chance to 
meet club leaders and hear about 
what’s going on in the club and on 
the Long Trail statewide. 

Saturday afternoon offers you a 
choice from nearly a dozen different 
hikes ranging from an easy half-mile 
in Eshqua Bog to a challenging 5.8 
miles to Okcnio Mountain. Meet at 
the Brewery at 1 :00 PM. 

More Hikes on Sunday. Meet at 
9:00 am and choose Mount 


See Meeting page 9 


See Krevetski page 8 


See Brewery page 9 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 

" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Bany Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" *Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 


♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


It was the best of times, 
it was the worst of times- 


Dickens 



Dickens Parker enjoying a hike to South Pond 

By Sue Thomas 


The Killington Section recently lost one of its most 
enthusiastic hikers. Dickens Parker was a fixture on our hikes, 
summer and winter, cheerfully handling terrain that made his 
human companions growl. His little legs carried him up sizable 
mountains, thru snowbanks twice his height, and thru brush and 
mud, all at an age when most of us will be hobbling around with 
canes and walkers! 

We'll miss him; he was one of a kind. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, GrifT2VT@Vermontel.net 
John I lale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton. VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2006 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Distances are round 
trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have 
any questions. 

2 - 4 June, Friday - Sunday GMC Annual Meeting, Bridgewater Corners See your Long Trail News 

The Killington Section is hosting this year’s Annual Meeting of the state-wide club. See articles in Smoke & 

Blazes and Long Trail News for details, and check the website: greenmountainclub.org. for the latest 
information. There will be several hikes, especially on Saturday. We can use volunteers to help out. Call any 
Killington Section Board member if you can donate some time. 

10 June, Saturday Upper Elevation Work Party Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Join us for our spring cleanup on the higher portions of the Long/Appalachian Trail on Killington and Pico. Fun 
in the woods and worthwhile accomplishments! Bring work gloves, lunch, and sturdy shoes. Tools provided. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

17 June, Saturday Canoe/Kayak - Otter Creek, Proctor/Pittsford Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

A scenic paddle from Proctor to Florence past farms and covered bridges. 

Easy, 5 miles 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

24 June, Saturday 16 lh Annual Taconic Mountain Ramble, Hubbardton Kit Davidson, 273-2982 

Featured in Vermont Life magazine! Massive clilTs; rolling meadows; mountain peaks with views north, south, 
east, and west; a Japanese garden full of waterfalls; plus other goodies. Wine and cheese afterward; bring no 
lunch. Walkers can leave the group at several points and relax on the lawn. 

Easy half mile or moderate 3 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 1 :00 i>m. 

1 July, Saturday Pico Peak, Killington Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Climb to the 3959-foot summit via the Sherburne Pass Trail. Along the way see the sinkhole, an interesting 
geological oddity, and Pico Camp. 

Moderate, steep, 6 miles, 1807 feet elevation gain. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

8 July, Saturday Bike Trek, Castleton-Poultncy Bill Holt, 537-4227 

Bike on an old railroad bed and dirt roads in the Castleton-Poultney area. Helmet required. 

Moderate, 10 to 15 miles. Rain date 9 July. 

Call leader for meeting place and time. 

15 July, Saturday Montcalm Point, Lake George, NY Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Follow the Northwest Bay Trail along the shore of the lake for many scenic views, cascading streams, and shaded 
hemlock glens. Swimming is an option. 

Moderate, 10.8 miles. Rain date 16 July. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 8:00 am. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June -- August 2006 

Schedule continued from previous page 

23 July, Sunday Canoe/Kayak, Grafton Pond, NH Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

A beautiful spot with islands and inlets to explore. 

Easy. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 am. 

29 July, Saturday Dorset Peak, Danby Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Climb to the wooded 3730-foot summit via the Dorset Hollow Trail. 

Difficult, 6.8 miles, 2320-foot elevation gain. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

6 August, Sunday Paddle the Poultney River Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

A relaxing paddle along the scenic Vermont/New York border. 

Easy, 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the cast end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

12 August, Saturday Trail Work Party Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

There's always work to be done to keep the Long Trail spiffy! Call leader for details or just come and lend a hand. 
Bring work gloves and sturdy shoes. Tools provided. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

19 August, Saturday A bit of End-to-End, MA & VT Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Join the Killington Section's End-to-End group for the southernmost piece of the Long Trail. Begin at the Pine 
Cobble Trail in Massachusetts and hike across the border to the County Road in Vermont. 

Moderate, 6.4 miles 

Call leader no later than 9 August for meeting time and place. 

26 August, Saturday Canoe/Kayak - Otter Creek, Rutland Area Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Paddle scenic Otter Creek in the Rutland region. 

Moderate, 7 miles or opt to go the 1 1 mile distance. 

Meet in the Diamond Run Mall Parking lot in front of Sears at 8:00 am. 

10 September, Sunday Senior Shuffle - Quechee Gorge, Hartford Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

Enjoy one of Vermont's scenic wonders at a leisurely pace. All welcome. 

Easy. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am. 

16 September, Saturday Silver Lake, Leicester Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Hike around Silver Lake via the Chandler Ridge Trail 
Moderate, 8 miles. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

23 September, Saturday Split Rock Mountain, Westport, NY Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Gorgeous views of Lake Champlain, the Green Mountains, and the Dix Range. 

Moderate, 5.5 miles, elevation gain 670 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 
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Outing 'Reports 


High Pond, Sudbury 

26 February 2006 

By Barry & Barbara Griffith, leaders 

The snow stomi didn’t deter this 
outing, but made parking in the snow 
plow turnaround site a challenge. 
Luckily we were forewarned by a 
neighbor to bundle the cars tightly 
together. 

The Nature Conservancy 
trailhead to High Pond Preserve is on 
Ganson Hill Road in llubbardton. 
High Pond is in Sudbury. The hiking 
trail was constructed by the Vermont 
Youth Conservation Corps in July 
2005. The trail is well marked and 
quite easy to navigate, with a touch 
of the Corps' artistic flavor. 

Conservationist Douglas Burden 
started buying parcels of land in the 
1930s. Eventually these lands came 
under I'NC’s care in the early 1980s. 
These lands now cover an area of 
nearly three thousand acres with 
territory in Hubbardton, Brandon, 
Pittsford and Sudbury. There is quite 
a history about the site; if you wish 
to learn more let the Griffith’s know 
and we will forward the information 
to you. For history buffs: there is 
evidence that an old military road 
passed by the Pond. 

After sliding in on a snowy trail 
we were able to walk along the ice 
on the shoreline of the Pond. We 
enjoyed lunch sheltered from the 
wind in a sunny spot. Tom Copps 
captured the entire jaunt on GPS for 
anyone who would like exact 
guidelines. We were reminded of 
evidence of the Taconic Mountains 
with shale and slate outcroppings 
here and there. Vermont has such 
diverse geological terrain. 

On return to Rutland we 
managed to drive over the High Pond 
Road and stopped to view the site of 


the old High Pond Ski Area. There 
are old buildings still existing with 
remains of trails and ski tows. One 
can go online on New England Old 
Ski Area Preservation site ( nelsap ) 
and read about the spot from the 
1 940s to the 1 980s. 

For those who couldn’t join us 
because of the snow or because of it 
being a Sunday I would recommend 
a jaunt in. 

Stowe Pinnacle 

4 March 2006 

By Viv Bebee and Larry Walter 

After about a two hour drive 
from Rutland we pooled for a 
combined eight person count at the 
parking lot. The weather was a little 
stormy, with a fresh, 1 2-inch layer of 
new snow. The new white stuff 
actually helped dampen the effects of 
some pretty nasty ice chutes that Viv 
and I had encountered on our earlier 
recon’ hike. 

The trail has been re-located in 
recent years to avoid a housing 
subdivision to the south. The new 
trail location goes nearly straight up 
the eastern slope, resulting in some 
‘otter-slides' on sonic of the upper 
sections. We helped each other up a 
few slippery stretches, to a main 
saddle where the grades improve. A 
couple folks with decent crampons 
and a general disregard for skeletal 
integrity skittered out to a nice little 
overlook on the eastern face. 

From the first overlook, the trail 
gently descends along the 
southeastern slope and then climbs 
on an easy grade through some 
conifer thickets to a very nice, open 
summit. Although we couldn't see 
the ski resort across the valley, the 
closer peaks were visible through a 
screen of light snow. We decided to 
retreat from the wind to a more 


sheltered view on the south flank for 
lunch. Sue Thomas produced a 
candle and some stubborn matches to 
celebrate Larry’s 53 rd plus-one-day 
birthday (said candle was 
ceremoniously poked into a whole- 
wheat with cheddar sandwich). 

The return trip was accented by 
some unintended slides on our 
backsides on some of the now- 
exposed ice. One old fool attempted 
to keep up with our 15 year old 
member, luckily unscathed. At the 
urging of Peter (the 1 5 year old) and 
others, we stopped at the Ben & 
Jerry’s factory off of Route 1 00 and 
replenished our calorie counts. This 
is a relatively short hike with a great 
view at the summit. We’ll be sure to 
return in the future, but probably 
while on-route to destinations north. 

Goshen Peak Bushwhack 

19 March 2006 
By Barbara Griffith 

We slid into the parking lot at 
Brandon Gap (elevation 2183 feet) 
remarking on our third such hike out 
in one of our winter’s scarce 
snowstorms. Undeterred, we surged 
ahead for one of leader Jerry Parker's 
tracking bushwhacks. Unfortunately 
the billowing snow covered most of 
the critter tracks making 
identification a challenge at the least. 

Moose rubbings on trees were 
abundant. We wandered hither and 
yon with the hobble bush living up to 
its name as we tottered, tripped, and 
staggered trying to stay upright. 
Hobblebush is a member of the 
honeysuckle family that one 
stumbles upon in Vermont's cool, 
moist woods. It serves as a food and 
cover for wildlife such as moose, 
deer, rabbits and small rodents. 
Hiking critters found a challenge in 
slogging around in its tangled 
masses. 
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Our climb lived up to its true 
name of “bushwhack”. We peaked 
eventually onto a plateau and 
searched this way and that for one of 
those canisters that the Appalachian 
Trail Conservency puts atop some 
3000 footers. Falling repeatedly into 
large pot holes left by very hefty 
moose hooves we eventually slogged 
along to another peak. A forward 
search team ventured ahead and 
returned to the pack reporting “just 
over the next rise and up the 
embankment we found our 
destination”. The group followed our 
leader scrambling over more 
hobblebush. The ATC canister was 
located, and all signed in. Another 
peak conquered or did it conquer us? 

The sun parted to allow views 
from the top of Goshen Peak, (3292 
feet). Silence ensued as we gazed out 
over the Greens, sun shining through 
swirling snow. First we saw the other 
mountains. Then we didn’t. Agreeing 
words were not enough to describe 
the views each trekker shot a 
memory. You just had to be there. 

Mt. Moosalamoo, Salisbury 

26 March 2006 
by Gordon Cawood, leader 

This was a joint Bread 
Loaf/Killington Section hike starting 
at the campground at Branbury State 
Park in Salisbury'. The Ethan Allen 
Trail brought us to Ethan Allen 
Cave, rumored to have been used by 
Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain 
Boys during the War of 
Independence. The story was 
convincing enough to the DAR to 
have recognition of the event 
inscribed over the cave opening. 
Here Tom Copps took some neat 
photos and printed a map which he 
was kind enough to post to me (and 
perhaps others) via email. Thanks, 
Tom! Barbara Griffith is seen 
crawling out of the cave, her floppy 
hat almost concealing her identity. 


We followed Ethan Allen Trail 
to its northern end and picked up 
Bear Pond Trail, which led to the 
Cold Spring Trail. From there we 
climbed up to Pat's Pad. Pat's Pad is 
an open shelter owned by Keewaydin 
Camp. But we all chose to have 
lunch in the sun on the exposed 
bedrock. 

After lunch we hiked down the 
Iroquois Trail and followed Burnt 
Mountain Trail. The section of trail 
that climbed Burnt Mountain was 
poorly maintained and suffered much 
winter storm damage. (The same was 
true of most of Ethan Allen Trail.) 

We had the option of foregoing 
the mountain and walking out to 
Upper Plains Road where a van had 
been spotted. However, every one 
chose to climb the mountain. The 
climb was well worth it. It proved the 
only real distance viewing to the 
west over the Champlain Valley and, 
from another viewpoint to the east 
and south, over the Greens and Lake 
Dunmore. 

Okemo Mountain, Mount Holly 

2 April 2006 
Bill Holt, leader 

Six hikers and Dickens showed 
up the day after Fools' Day to hike 
Okemo from the north side. We 
started up the Healdville trail 
midmoming under a sunny sky. The 
trail climbs up steadily for a 1900- 
foot elevation gain, but is not 
strenuously steep. Despite the sun the 
air was cool from the north, just right 
for an up hill climb. As we got closer 
to the summit we started to encounter 
ice on the trail. The ice increased the 
higher we went so we had to be very 
careful of our foot placement while 
at the same time looking for hand 
holds. We soon were surrounded by 
thick conifers and rock so the going 
was very slow for a while as we 
negotiated the ice. We made it to the 
summit unscathed, but a little 


concerned about returning the same 
way. 

We were now standing 
underneath the fire tower and 
through the trees we could catch 
glimpses of skiers and snowboarders 
coming off the ski lift. As we went 
up the tower the wind and cold 
increased. By the time we reached 
the top of the tower the wind was 
gusting over 50 miles per hour and 
the chill factor was below zero. The 
views were spectacular despite the 
cold. We could see individual peaks 
and mountain ranges in all directions 
in the crisp blue air. My face started 
to numb and my eyes water after 
around ten minutes. The tower was 
very stable and safe considering the 
wind that was assaulting it. 

After lunch as we started back 
down the Healdville trail. Jerry and 
Dickens decided to do a little 
bushwhacking to avoid some of the 
ice. Luckily the ice became tackier 
and less slippery' on our way down. 
We met up with Jerry and Dickens 
after a short time. He had found a 
service road that ran parallel to our 
trail for the first half mile, but the ice 
was melting now so we decided to 
stick with the trail. Soon, we were 
legging it out unencumbered down to 
the parking lot. The day wrapped up 
with a drive over to a series of 
wonderful cascading falls, know as 
Buttermilk Falls. 

Overgrown Roads of 
Shrewsbury 

9 April 2006 

By Barbara Griffith, co-leader 

Springtime hiking guidelines 
advise us to keep off the trails in 
higher elevations until these trails 
dry out. This keeps the trails from 
eroding and keeps our feel from 
becoming waterlogged. Out in rural 
Vermont there are long-abandoned 
roads that one only needs to have the 
time to wander around on and 
explore. Thus we decided to wander 
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around in “Plymsbury”, along the 
Plymouth-Shrewsbury corridor. My 
expression is “I’m going for a 
walkabout.” 

Our weather was perfect for a 
stroll through Plymsbury on roads 
both past and present. We started at 
the parking lot on the Old Plymouth 
Road. Friend Lee Wilson led us up 
through a side road and path to join 
with the route wished-for, passing by 
old cellar holes and what was 
speculated to have been a livestock 
holding pen. Perhaps it corralled 
oxen or work horses for one of the 
logging operations from yesteryear. 

We did end up on the CCC 
(Civilian Conservation Corps) Road 
heading north for a short distance 
before slogging down to the right on 
a logging road/VAST (Vermont 
Association of Snow Travelers) trail. 
(Gate closed). The CCC Road was 
remarkably drivable for this time of 
year. No snow. 

Heading north-northeast, and 
crossing a dilapidated bridge, we 
intersected a very overgrown 
northbound lane. After clambering 
over trees downed and grown in this 
questionable pathway we ended up 
on Grouse Hill Road 

Eventually a sunny spot was 
found where fine lunches were 
enjoyed, feet were rested, and stories 
were exchanged. 

We followed the Grouse Hill 
Road back to the Old Plymouth 
Road. Walking back towards the 
parking lot we stopped to view the 
site of an old sawmill. Local history 
cites this as one of Burditt’s 
sawmills. Although the mill was in 
Plymouth the logging operation took 
place in Shrewsbury. Across the 
way, barely discemable anymore, are 
the remnants of the schoolhouse 
foundation for School District 13. 

Back on our trek we wandered 
off to the north again up a side road 


to another cellar hole. A well is 
marked with a stick there to save one 
from plunging in. We wandered up 
the hillside to view stone stacks and 
to speculate on their purpose. A few 
theories abounded. Of course we 
enjoyed the "Celtic origin" theory the 
most. However the more scientific 
and historical minds of the group 
speculated that a bam was built on 
this site with the piles of stone being 
the under-pillar foundation holding 
the bam. Livestock would have been 
housed underneath with hay and such 
on the upper floor. 

Onwards we wandered, 
amazingly coming back to the Old 
Plymouth Road having "walked 
about" exactly 6.94 miles according 
to Tom Copps' GPS mapping. Please 
call me if you want to “walk-about”. 
There’s not much I enjoy doing more 
than that or bushwhacking. 

Lowland Trail Party 

29 April 2006 
By Herb Ogden, 

Trails & Shelters Chair 

About a dozen people turned out 
on a beautiful spring day to work on 
the Long Trail between Wallingford 
Gulf and the Lottery Road in 
Shrewsbury. The Griffiths and Jerry 
Parker had agreed to remove 
blowdowns between the Lottery 
Road and Gov. Clement Shelter, and 
reported that part of the trail was 
otherwise in good shape, so we didn't 
send parties up there. Instead, we 
had a party working between 
Wallingford Gulf and Patch Hollow, 
a party working south from Vt. 103, 
and a party clearing and waterbarring 
from Vt. 103 to the Lottery' Road. 
All were successful. 

The party that started from 
Wallingford Gulf had the most work, 
because three large trees had fallen 
up on Bear Mountain. We had no 
certified chain sawyer, so we used 
the Section's recently bought one 
man crosscut saw, but as a two man 


saw with a handle on the small end. 
We began with two people who 
knew how to use a crosscut and a 
wedge, and ended with four or five, 
so this was an accomplishment in 
itself. We also did get through all 
the blowdowns and cleaned out 
numerous waterbars. 

ATVs have made a track just 
south of the high point on Bear 
Mountain. They come in from 
Button Hill, though Patch Hollow, 
and then up the west side of Bear 
Mountain till they strike the Long 
Trail near the top. They are 
damaging the footway. If you see 
one, please note its license plate 
number and tell me or Kim Kinville, 
the Forest Service's law enforcement 
person in this area 

End-to-End Reunion 

I May 2006 

By Roma Pulling, hostess 

It seemed like a good idea to 
move our party to the library (more 
room, central location), but we 
couldn't reserve any of the dates that 
interested us. So, as we have in the 
past, we welcomed people to our 
house. No. '45 was pleased. No 
packing up supplies and transporting 
them to another location. 

As you came through our door, 
the first thing you saw was a table 
with the hiker's log, our two End-to- 
End certificates, old backpacking 
gear, albums of pictures, and my 
collection of hiking books including 
three Colin Fletchers, Earl Shaffer’s 
Walking With Spring" Robert 
Macfarlane's Mountains of the Mind" 
and various trail guides. We sat in 
the living room, chatting about our 
experiences while waiting for 
everyone to get here, and then 
adjourned to the dining room. There 
we continued to reminisce while 
munching on trail snacks of gorp, 
pretzels and peanuts, crackers and 
cheese and trail bars. These were 
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accompanied by a large pitcher of 
ice-cold lemonade. 

A good time was had by all. 

Old Brandon 

13 May 2006 

By Roma Pulling co-leader 

It could be said that this hike 
brought us good and bad luck. I'll 
leave the bad for later. Early in the 
day we looked at the sky often, also 
checked Channel 3 1 on TV, and the 
weather didn’t look good. But it 
wasn't raining by time to leave for 
the park; so we packed up and drove 
down. We found twelve people 
besides ourselves! And there was no 
rain until we were inside our car 
ready to return home and driving 
south toward Rutland. 


Because we planned to spot 
cars, we left Rutland with six and 
planned to leave three at Otter Valley 
School It didn’t quite work out that 
way, but we drove to the north end of 
Old Brandon Road and left the 
remaining cars there. Several signs 
on our way indicated this was school 
property. As we hiked along, I was 
pleased to leave the lead to younger 
people while I served as sweep in the 
rear. We saw several spring 
wildflowers: red trillium, foam 

flower, and ginseng among others. 
Red efts were common. 

Jerry pointed out an old cellar 
hole, and the old Hawk Hill cemetery 
was interesting. This was the earliest 
part of present-day Brandon to be 
settled by white men, the first being 


Amos Cutler, who came from 
Hampton, Connecticut, in 1772. In 
1773 he was joined by David June 
and his father-in-law, John Ambler. 
These two men are buried here. From 
the cemetery it is a short, downhill 
walk back to the school parking lot. 

It was at this point, when we 
were nearly ready to leave, that Jerry 
suffered a very sad loss when his dog 
and companion, Dickens, wandered 
into the road and was killed by a car. 
We thought he was with us, and no 
one saw him put himself in danger. 
Everyone knew him and enjoyed 
having him join us on hikes. He will 
be greatly missed. 


Long Trail End-to-End in Bits and Pieces 2006 Schedule 


Section members who are not regular participants in the "end to end" group are welcome to join these outings, 
subject to their fitness and the availability of travel space. Those interested should call the designated coordinator at least 
ten days before the outing to determine the meeting time and place. 


Date 

From 

To 

Miles 

Coordinator 

Phone # 

29 May 

Vt. Route 140 

Upper Cold River Road 

11.7 

Tom Copps 

770-9394 

17 June 

Upper Cold River Rd 

US Route 4 

12.0 

Tom Shanahan 

775-5371 

08 July 

US Route 4 

New Boston Trail to USFS 99 

13.9 

Chuck Heifer 

287-9190 

22 July 

New Boston Trail to USFS 99 

Vt. Route 73 

8.4 

B&B Griffith 

492-3573 

05 August 

Vt. Route 73 

Vt. Route 125 

9.9 

Cindy Oas-Kirk 

775-7646 

19 August 

Pine Cobble Road 

County Road 

6.4 

Steve Williams 

645-9529 

09 September 

USFS 10 

Vt. Route 140 

8.3 

Tom Shanahan 

775-5371 

23 September 

Lake Mansfield Trail to 
Nebraska Valley Road 

Vt. Route 108 Smugglers 
Notch 

10.3 

Chuck Heifer 

287-9190 

07 October 

Mad Tom Notch Rd USFS 21 

USFS 10 

12.3 

TBD 


21 October 

Forest City Trail to 
Camels Hump Road 

Duxbury Road 

10.3 

TBD 


04 November 

Old Rootville Road 

Mad Tom Notch Rd USFS 21 

11.9 

TBD 



Krevetskl continued from page I 


climbing and white-water 
paddling. Thirty-five years ago a 
younger "Madhatter" hitch-hiked 
all the way across Canada and 
back across the United States. 


Bom in New' Jersey, and a 
longtime resident and employee 
of the State of Connecticut, 
Wayne and his wife Kathy moved 
to Rutland last year. They have 
two grown sons no longer living 
at home. 
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Wayne completed an 

Appalachian Trail thru hike from 
April to September 2004. He has 
covered the Long Trail as far as 
Middlebury Gap and looks 
forward to pushing on to 

Journey’s End. 
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Meeting continued from page 1 

and expenses and the current 
balances for both the Section and the 
Kirk Fund accounts. The reports 
were accepted as presented. 

Killington Section Income 

25% share of dues ... $ 1 , 1 1 2.50 
Other 394,48 


Total 

..$1,506.98 

Killington Section Expenses 

Newsletter 

Trails & Shelters ... 
Hall rental 

...$ 519.44 

236.85 

118.00 

Xfer to Kirk Fund.. 

Other 

Total 

.... 1,373.94 

394.41 

..$2,642.64 

Kirk Fund Income 

Xfer from Section.. 

Other 

Total 

..$1,373.94 

7.69 

..$1,381.63 

Kirk Fund Expenses 

Miscellaneous 

$120.23 


Total $120.23 

Killington Section Balances 
(as of 3 1 December 2005) 

Checking $ 971.30 

Savings 1,129.70 

Cert, of Deposit 1.650.28 

Total $3,751.28 

Kirk Fund Balances 
(as of 3 1 December 2005) 

Savings $ 1,832.75 

Cert, of Deposit 13.345.27 

Total $15,178.02 

Membership counts 

Memberships 152 

Voting members 1 87 

A member asked about the 
restrictions, if any, on the Kirk Fund 
balances: wondered about what the 
original mandate was. It was agreed 
that this topic would be discussed 
further at the next Board meeting. 


Roma was thanked for her service. 

Smoke & Blazes: Editor Bob 

Perkins was unable to attend this 
evening but was roundly thanked for 
his service. 

Web Site: Public thanks were also 

offered to our website designer. Deb 
Waggett. 

(www.geocities.com/gmckillington) 

Main Club Directors: Lynda 

Hutchens reported on her attendance 
at the latest parent club directors 
meeting. Lynda was thanked for 
selfless involvement. 

Trails and Shelters: Herb Ogden 

reported that there were many blow- 
downs but that most have been 
cleared. He mentioned that we are 
looking for another Sector Checker 
to replace Bill Robichaud. 

Dave Hardy, Director of Field 
Programs at the parent club, spoke 
about the situation with Governor 
Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury and 
the Cooper Lodge replacement by 
the planned Little Killington shelter. 

Finance Campaign: Mr. Hardy 

also spoke about the parent club’s 
fund raising Second Century Finance 
Campaign. The amount to be raised 
is from $5 to $9 million, $2 million 
of which will be used to acquire title 
to more of the Long Trail in 
Vermont and $1.5 million of which 
will be used for trail maintenance. 
The campaign has not officially been 
begun because the organizers want to 
reach more than half of the goal 
privately from large donors (as a 
sign of strength) before opening it up 
to the general public. 

End-to-End: Steve Williams 

reported on the development of the 
"Long Trail in Bits and Pieces" 
project. It is expected to take three 
hiking seasons to complete the 29 
sections identified. Day hikes are 
planned but there may have to be one 
overnight. 


Parent Club Meeting: The GMC 

Annual Membership Meeting will be 
held on the weekend of June 2 nd , 3 rd , 
and 4 lh at the Long Trail Brewery in 
Bridgewater Comers. Killington 
Section will be host and volunteers 
were sought. 

Board Election: President Griffith 

opened the meeting to nominations 
for Board members. Director terms 
are staggered; three being elected 
each year for a three-year term with 
a two-consecutive-term limit. 

This year Andrea McQuade and 
Roma Pulling each completed a term 
and Sue Thomas completed a second 
consecutive term. Andrea, Roma, 
and Wayne Krevetski were 
nominated and elected as directors to 
serve to 2009. 

Continuing directors are Barbara and 
Barry Griffith and Steve Williams 
(to 2008); and John Hale, Lynda 
Hutchens, and Cindy Taylor-Miller 
(to 2007). 

Election of Officers: The new board 
met and re-elected the following 
officers for the coming year 

Barry Griffith President 

Barbara Griffith Vice P. 

Roma Pulling Treasurer 

Secretary John I laic 

The next Board meeting was set for 
6:00 pm, Tuesday, May 23 ,d at 
Barry's office: 98 Merchants Row in 
Rutland. 

Program: The business meeting 

was adjourned at about 8:00 pm and 
Paul Pilcher presented a slide show 
of his trip to the Rocky Mountains, 
which was enjoyed by all. 


Brewery continued from page l 

Ascutney, Killington, or a portion 
of the Appalachian Trail in 
Barnard. Or bring your canoe or 
kayak and paddle around 
Woodward reservoir. 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 


Individual $35 ADDRESS: 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE: 
higher level. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Little Killington Work Party 

18 June 2006 

By Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters 
Chair 

Despite a forecast of 
temperatures around 90F, about a 
dozen people showed up to clean up 
the mess that the fall and winter 
storms had left on Little Killington. 
Larry Walter, Dave Coppock and 
Tom Copps had already sawed 
through enough of the tangle so that 
hikers could get through, but much 
more needed to be done to restore 
last summer’s hiking conditions. By 
the end of the day, that had been 
accomplished from Gov. Clement 
Shelter to Cooper Lodge. We also 
cut back brush and cleared 
waterbars. 

By far the worst stretch was 
about half a mile on either side of 
Shrewsbury Peak Junction. Trees 
had fallen on the trail every few feet, 
sometimes in great piles, so multiple 
trunks had to be cut to clear the trail 
fully. In places, the tangle alongside 
the trail was so dense that it was hard 
to find a place to throw the cut wood. 
The last task was to saw the fallen 
mess out of a number of waterbars so 
they could be cleared! 


L T End 

-to-End 

in Bits & Pieces 

LT miles 

LT miles 

Hiked 

to Go 

56.6 

216.1 

See stories on pane 6 


Dorset Peak, Danby 

29 July 2006 

By Steve Williams, Leader 

The trail, actually an old 
logging road, starts at the east end of 
Dorset Hollow. It is of a distinctly 
convex nature, gradually becoming 
steeper and steeper until it levels out 
at a notch, with views to the 
northeast over the Otter Valley, 
some three quarters of a mile from 
the summit. The process is then 
repeated on the way to the SW 
summit, where, by climbing on the 
remains of an old observation tower, 
more views of the Otter Valley are 
obtained. 

After lunching at the SW 
summit, and at the encouragement of 
Sue Thomas, we went on over to the 
NE peak, which Sue pointed out was 
only thirty feet higher and was one 
of New England's highest 100 peaks 
(number 98 for those who are 
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statistically minded). The route did 
include some modest descent before 
re-ascending and a surprising bog at 
such an elevation, but did lake us to 
the unprepossessing forest bound NE 
summit, which had the redeeming 
features of a geological survey 
canister and an opportunity to record 
our arrival in the records book 

Some of the party thought that 
the second trail leading down from 
the NE peak would curve to the west 
and join the logging road from the 
notch to the SW summit. After a 
very democratic debate on the matter 
we decided to try it for a short 
distance and reconsider if it did not 
seem to be working out. It did not: 
the trail seemed to be very feint and 
going downhill east too much. We 
therefore returned back over the NE 
summit, headed for the SW summit 
and then turned right on the road to 
the notch. 

While the weather was merely 
hot and humid on the way up. the 
party' was treated to direct 
precipitation on the way down. 
Overall, not the greatest payoff for a 
peak (the ratio of view divided by 
effort), but the company was 
enjoyable, and the participants have 
now added an ascent number 98 of 
New England's highest peaks to their 
hiking accomplishments. 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 

" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" *Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 


■"Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Minerva's CjeneaCogy 

[The following paragraph was moved here from Herb 
Ogden's story "Minerva Hinchey Shelter Goes South" (page 9) 
Ed.] 

This open front shelter was built in 1969 by Louis Stare 
and members of the Killington Section. Originally a closed camp 
with a stove, it was converted to an open shelter in 1982 to reduce 
the threat of vandalism and fire. It replaced Sunnyside Camp, a 
building of similar design with big double front doors that had 
been built by the Killington Section in 1955 but had burned. That 
in turn had replaced Spring Lake Camp, erected in 1951 by the 
Killington Section 0.6 miles north at what is now Spring Lake 
Clearing. 1 heard somewhere that Spring Lake Camp began life as 
Blue Triangle Camp, which used to stand near Gov. Clement 
Shelter near the brook bank, but, unlike the rest of the above, 1 
have not been able to verify it by consulting old guide books. 

[The following paragraph is copied from an April 1999 
Smoke & Blazes article "50 Years Ago in Smoke and Blazes", 
which reviewed items originally reported in S&B during 1949, its 
first full year of publication. Ed.] 

The major trails and shelters project for the year was the 
relocation of the old Blue Triangle Camp from its site next to the 
brook near Gov. Clement to its new home above Spring Lake. On a 
January work party the shelter was cut into sections and trucked to 
the south shore of the lake. At least seven more work parties at 
Spring Lake were reported during the year. The camp sections 
were tobogganed across the lake ice, carried up through what was 
then an open pasture, and reassembled high on the hill. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vemiontel.net 

John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lnhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 

Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 

Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 2 1 Academy St., Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - November 2006 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Distances are round 
trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have 
any questions. 

10 September, Sunday Senior Shuffle - Quechee Gorge, Hartford Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

Enjoy one of Vermont's scenic wonders at a leisurely pace. All welcome. 

Easy. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 am. 

16 September, Saturday Silver Lake, Leicester Bill Holt & .loan Davidson, 537-4227 

Hike around Silver Lake via the Chandler Ridge Trail 
Moderate, 8 miles. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

23 September, Saturday Split Rock Mountain, Westport, NY Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Gorgeous views of Lake Champlain, the Green Mountains, and the Dix Range. 

Moderate, 5.5 miles, elevation gain 670 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

1 October, Sunday Moose Mountain, Hanover, NH Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Climb to the 2300-foot summit on the Appalachian frail for excellent views of Mounts Cardigan and Kearsagc. 
The south peak is the site of a 1968 plane crash. After a side trip to Moose Mountain Shelter we’ll descend via a 
1 772 road cut by order of Governor Benning Wentworth so that he could attend Dartmouth's first commencement. 
Moderate, 4.5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

7 October, Saturday Fall Bike Trip Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Enjoy the fall foliage while pedaling. Ninety percent will be on dirt oi gravel roads. 

Moderately difficult, 15 to 20 miles. (Rain date: 10/8). 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

14 October, Saturday Stratton Mountain, Stratton Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Climb to the summit w here the Long Trail was born! Spectacular views of Somerset Reservoir, the Taconics, and 
New Hampshire from the fire tower. 

Moderate, 7.6 miles; steep, 1910-feet elevation gain. (Option for an 1 1 -mile loop). (Rain date: 15 October). 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 am. 

22 October, Sunday Senior Shuffle: Proctor Ledge, Proctor Roma & Al Pulling, 773-6997 

Climb to a view point above the village. 

Easy to moderate, 3 miles 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:30 am. 

28 October, Saturday Picnic Rock, Shrewsbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

A bushwhack thru the woods to the biggest rock in Shrewsbury. 

Moderate, 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - November 2006 

Schedule continued from previous page 

4 November, Saturday Work Party Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Help us finish up our Long Trail maintenance chores for the year. Tools provided; bring work gloves, sturdy 
shoes, and lunch. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 


1 1 November, Saturday Hope Cemetery, Barre Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Famous worldwide for its unusual, beautiful, and sometimes bizarre memorials carved from Barre granite by 
skilled artisans. Established in 1 895, the cemetery covers 65 acres. If time and weather permit we'll add a walk on 
country roads in the area or a visit to the new Vermont Historical Society Building. 

Easy. (Rain date; 12 November). 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 am. 

18 November, Saturday Fall Potluck, Rutland Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

All are welcome to join us for our annual Hunting Season feast. Bring plates, utensils, and food to share; hot 
beverages provided. Slide program will follow. 

Meet at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church fellowship hall. Hillside Road, Rutland at 5:30 i>m. 

Attention All Hike Leaders: Our outing schedule is compiled each quarter by Sue Thomas. 773-2 1 85. In order for us to 
publish the schedule on time we would greatly appreciate it if you would try to comply with the following time table: 


S & B publication date 
Covers outings for 
Commitments to Sue by 


February 20 
Mar., Apr., May 
January' 3 1 


May 20 

June, July, Aug. 
April 30 


August 20 
Sept., Oct., Nov. 
July 3 1 


November 20 
Dec., Jan.. Feb. 
October 3 1 


Appalachian Trial Hike in Pomfret, 27 May 2006 

by Sue Thomas 


The Appalachian Trail segment 
from Route 12 to Cloudland Road is 
an especially pretty one in the spring 
and well worth what can only be 
called "lumpy" terrain. It’s certainly 
easy to picture those famed Vermont 
cows, reputed to have shorter legs on 
one side than the other, endlessly 
circling the steep hillside pastures 
which we trekked up and down and 
up and down. No one of the hills was 
very high, but Tom’s GPS reported a 
quite respectable total elevation gain 
for the day, which justified some 
sore muscles. 

We may not have spotted any of 
these malformed cows, but nature 
rewarded us with lovely views of the 
valleys, mountains, and hill farms at 


many places along the way. We were 
treated to a patch of rare showy 
orchis in bloom, and a porcupine 
ambled along the trail ahead of us 
and climbed a tree. Farther along a 
mother killdeer tried to protect her 
nest, foolishly built in the trail. When 
putTing up to look her most fearsome 
failed to intimidate us, she tried 
dragging a wing to lure us away to an 
easy meal. As it happened we'd 
already had lunch, so we admired her 
handiwork instead - the nest neatly 
made of woodchips piled on tnc 
ground and filled with four beautiful 
speckled eggs, which blended in so 
well we didn't see them immediately. 
She really should speak to her 
Realtor though - location, location, 
location. 


Killdeer have no corner on bad 
judgment however. Most of the 
group struggled across a rain swollen 
stream before it was discovered that 
there was a bridge a short distance 
away! 

We admired some of the most 
impressive stonewalls we'd seen in 
the woods, evidence that people had 
once farmed that challenging terrain. 
I don't know if the cows really did 
limp, but one AT hiker surely did. 
We found his discarded swiss- 
cheese-like boots hanging from a tree 
- a testament to different generations 
of Vermonters tackling the same 
piece of Vermont. 
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At the recent annual meeting of the Green Mountain Club two Killington Section members were awarded 
honorary life memberships in recognition of their outstanding and long time service to the club. The citations 
that accompanied Bill's and Herb's plaques are reproduced below. 

Bill Robichaud Herb Ogden 



Section Leaders Honored with GMC Life Memberships 


In the early 1990’s, Bill Robichaud joined the 
Killington Section because he wanted to hike. Although 
he was already retired, most of the section members 
couldn’t keep up with him. He subsequently took up trail 
work with remarkable fervor. In the late I990’s, he spent 
hours helping to build Long Trail relocations over Bear 
Mountain north of Wallingford Gulf and around the west 
side of Pico Peak. He served for several years as co-chair 
of the Section's Trails and Shelters Committee, while 
continuing to be one of the most faithful participants on 
work parties. From 1993 to 2005, he came out for 30. At 
the same time. Bill began putting in long hours on his own 
or with a few other volunteers. In 2003 alone, he worked 
over 80 hours ’‘unofficially.” He also serves the Club as 
Sector Checker for the Long Trail between Cooper Lodge 
and Tucker Johnson Shelter, hiking that stretch at least 
twice a year and alerting the Committee of any problems 
requiring a work crew. 

According to fellow Section member Herb Ogden, ”1 
am sure there is no part of the Long frail System in the 
Killington Section on which Bill has not worked. He has 
also worked on GMC trails outside our area. He is a 
meticulous trail clearer, but his specialty is erosion 
control, which is even more important with heavy sue of 
steep trails. 


It could be said that the GMC is in Herb Ogden’s 
blood. His father, Herbert senior, was a long-time Club 
volunteer who introduced his son to the Ixrng Trail. Herb 
Jr. became an end-to-ender in 1964 and. with his father, 
helped build the shelter on Ml. Ascutney and acquired the 
two-hole privy at Governor Clement Shelter (There must 
be a story here). In addition to regularly volunteering as a 
Killington Section trip leader. Herb served as Section 
President from 1996 to 2002. As the Section Trails and 
Shelters Chair, he runs frequent work outings and. as 
importantly, coordinates the Club's responses to local trail 
issues in the Rutland area. From 1992 to 1996, he was 
secretary to the GMC Board of Directors and has been a 
member of the Trails and Shelters Committee since 2001 . 

When asked about Herb's nomination. Breadloaf 
Section volunteer Anne Hoover wrote, “I think Herb is an 
excellent choice to be nominated for Honorary Life 
Membership. I read the Rutland Herald regularly and 
occasionally see a good letter from him on some relevant 
issue. I remember Herb (as Chair of the Committee on 
Long Range Planning) as a quiet, but determined leader. 
He was an excellent chair and a good listener and, at the 
time, I thought we got a lot done." 
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Long Trail End-to-End in Bits and Pieces 

(The Saga Begins) 

Tom Copps & Steve Williams 

We are pleased to report that the “Long Trail End to End in Bits and Pieces” project is finding its way forward.... 
in bits and pieces. To date six sections have been completed (from Route 140 to Middlebury Gap, and a 3. 1 -mile bit at the 
Massachusetts border) with participation varying from 6 to 9. Having cars spotted early at the destination trailhead and an 
early start at the initiating trailhead have turned out to be key to the timely completion of hikes. This will become more 
difficult as wc move further away from “home”, but we’re learning as we go. We have successfully reconnoitered the 
route to the Long Trail one mile north of Glastenbury Peak for next year. 

: Reports of Bits andTieces 


Upper Cold River Road to 
Wallingford Gulf Road 

29 May 2006, Leg I 
By Steve Williams 

Monday, May 29, 2006 was the 
big day, the very' first hike by the 
Killington Section end-to-enders 
group. We intend to hide the Long 
Trail in bits and pieces as day hikes 
over the next two years or so. 

We assembled at the Upper 
Cold River Road trailhead right on 
schedule. Our roster included Rich 
and Lindy Brown, Tom Copps, Mike 
Farrell, John Hale, Robert and 
Bonnie Lucas, Steve Williams and 
Cindy Oas-Kirk. l.ynda Hutchins and 
her friend Gene had intended to join 
us but had to opt out the night before. 
Barb and Barry Gri filth were present 
for shuttle service but they could not 
join us either. 

Steve Williams had pre- 
positioned his car at Route 140 
earlier and was kindly driven back to 
the trailhead by Barry Griffith. The 
nine of us started out for Gould 
Brook and what lay beyond, many of 
us in sandals. The previous 
Wednesday I had checked trail and 
discovered the brook to be high and 
running fast. Fortunately it was much 
lower so we all were able to get 
across, some in sandals, some in over 
their boots. Mike Farrell waded 
across the brook barefoot. We 
continued on to Kieffer Road, the 


very first waypoint for the end-to- 
enders! 

Feeling good about ourselves 
we set out for Lottery Road and 
beyond. Enjoying our great 
adventure we continued over Beacon 
Hill and down to Clarendon Shelter 
for lunch. On the previous 
Wednesday there had been a person 
without any gear staying there; 
however he was gone when we 
arrived. After lunch and a short 
group meeting we set out for Route 
103 and the swinging bridge across 
Upper Clarendon Gorge. 

Everybody was quite surprised 
at the steep rocky, boulder-strewn 
descent from Clarendon lookout to 
Route 103. We all agreed that it is 
better to be going down this pitch 
then to be going up. We crossed 
Route 103 and the swinging bridge 
and started up the bank towards 
airport lookout. As we climbed the 
hill Bob and Bonnie Lucas decided 
that blisters developing from their 
wet stocks would preclude them 
from completing the trip this day so 
they turned back. This slope, 
although steep, is one of the prettiest 
parts of the whole trip. It is made up 
of ledge rock so wide that you have 
to watch carefully for blazes to make 
sure that you haven't lost the track. 
Soon we achieved airport lookout 
and everybody was glad to have 
another climb behind us. We all 
agreed that yes indeedy, it certainly 


was a handsome airport and we were 
still making good time. But we still 
had a lot of climbing to do, so after a 
few moments we set out for the high 
points above Spring Lake and then 
down to Minerva Hinchey Shelter. 

In due time we reached the 
shelter and sat ourselves down for a 
good long restorative rest. Mike 
Farrell decided at this point that he 
really did not want to climb Bear 
Mountain on this particular day. He 
bid us good luck and set out for the 
Spring Lake Ranch and the road 
down the hill to Route 103 where we 
promised we would pick him up in a 
couple of hours. After our rest we 
continued on up to Patch Hollow 
where several of us pitched in with 
an attenuated version of the Patch 
Hollow Legend. Of course it was 
nowhere near as lucid and 
entertaining as Barry Griffith's 
version but those who had never 
heard it were duly impressed. 

Continuing on up Bear 
Mountain we climbed the last long 
steep climb. When we reached the 
top we were all satisfied that we had 
done what we set out to do and so 
what still lay ahead of us took us by 
surprise. We were not prepared for 
how long it would seem to take us to 
travel from the north peak of Bear 
Mountain to the south peak and then 
down the long switchbacks to Route 
140. Even after we could see the 
roofs of horse barns on Sugar Kill 
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Road below us we still had miles to 
go before we slept so to speak. Of 
course everything comes to an end, 
even a great trip like this, and finally 
we all broke out into the parking lot 
at 140 more or less together with 
great whoops and hollers because we 
had actually done it! We had 
completed the first leg of the end-to- 
enders great trek! And a wonderful 
hike it was. 

We had started at 9:40 AM and 
were finished by 6: 1 1 PM, for a time 
on the trail of 8 hours and 31 
minutes. The trip was 10.8 miles 
giving a speed of approximately 1.3 
mph. The Long Trail handbook 
estimates one half hour per mile plus 
one half hour per thousand feet. 
Since we had climbed 3027 feet 
according to DeLorme, the trip 
should have taken us to 6.9 hours for 
a speed of 1.6 mph. They may not 
consider us up to snuff but we sure 
do. 

Sherburne Pass to 

Upper Cold River Road 

17 June 2006, Leg 2 
By Tom Shanahan 

Besides the leader, this twelve 
mile section was completed by Tom 
Copps, Linda Hutchins, Cindy Oas- 
Kirk and Steve Williams who spotted 
a car at the Upper Cold River Road. 
The group then car-pooled to the 
Route 4 AT/LT crossing at 
approximately 08:30 AM. The hike 
was completed at approximately 4:00 
PM. 

The weather was cloudy and 
cool. The trail between Route 4 and 
Cooper Lodge was in good shape. 
There were many blow-downs on the 
trail in the area about a half mile on 
either side of the Shrewsbury Peak 
Trail. The rest of the trail to the Cold 
River road was in good shape. 


Sherburne Pass to 

New Boston Trail 

8 July 2006, Leg 3 
By Steve Williams 

This 13.3-mile section with 
vertical ascent of 2653 feet was 
completed by Rich and Lindy 
Brown, Tom Copps, Linda Hutchins, 
Allie Norton, Tom Shanahan, and 
Steve Williams. 

After the gentle climb from 
Route 4 to Maine Junction, the trail 
meandered past the Tucker Johnson 
Shelter (this name represents two 
people, not one) to the Elbow Road 
crossing. With very restricted views 
and frequent direction changes, the 
intent of the original trail blazers was 
at times far from clear. The next 
landmark was the recently rebuilt 
and handsome looking Rolston Rest 
Shelter 

More oscillations and 
undulations brought us to the ledges 
close to North Pond, from where 
there is a fine view over Chittenden 
Reservoir, and which proved to be an 
ideal lunch spot. En route, our GPS 
master Tom Copps was mystified by 
a stream flowing from left to right 
across our path in a location where 
we were shown to be on the west 
side of the ridge. Could it be that tne 
Long Trail map is not as accurate as 
we thought? (Subsequent checking 
by Tom proved this to be the case). 

From there it was over the hump 
to the curiously named “Telephone 
Gap”. One participant suggested that 
was because cell phones don’t work 
there. However, as that situation 
applies to much of Vermont, further 
explanation is still being sought. 

A final pitch of 0.8 miles on the 
Long Trail brought us to a ski mobile 
trail heading west, which provided a 
gentle downhill amble to be joined 
by the New Boston Trail from the 
Mount Carmel direction and then on 
to US Forest Service Road 99 and 
short hike to the leader’s Jeep. 


Brandon Gap to 

New Boston Trail 

22 July 2006, Leg 4 
By Tom Shanahan 

Besides leader Tom Shanahan, 
this 9.8 mile section was completed 
by Tom Copps, Linda Hutchins, 
Cindy Oas-Kirk, Carol Wright and 
Steve Williams. The starting time 
was 8:30 AM; the hike was 
completed at 2:30 PM. 

The weather was warm and 
cloudy. The last two hours of the 
hike were conducted during a heavy 
soaking rain. This last factor made 
all the hikers happy that Steve had 
been able to spot his car at the 
intersection of the New Boston Trail 
and USFS 99. 

Brandon Gap to 

Middlebury Gap 

5 August 2006, Leg 5 
By Cindy Oas-Kirk 

It was a beautiful day for a hike 
- neither too hot nor humid. The 
Hikers were Tom Bassett (O 
Section), Richard and Lindy Brown, 
Tom Copps, Lynda Hutchins, Cindy 
Oas-Kirk, Tom Shanahan, Dorothy 
Sullivan (O Section), and Steve 
Williams. The elevation gains of the 
five mountains would rise the 
temperature, but at that point, we 
would turn a corner and be relieved 
by a cool breeze. 

We had two fine view points - 
Great Cliff, which is a protected area 
from 15 April to 1 August for nesting 
peregrine falcons, and Cape Lookoff 
Mountain. The other two hoped-for 
views. South Worth and Monastery 
Lookouts, were grown in. We 
lunched at Sucker Brook Shelter, 
which was about midpoint in our 9.9 
mile trek. 

Nine people started in at 
Brandon Gap at 8:40 AM and nine 
people arrived at Middlebury Gap at 
4:30 PM - and they were the same 
nine. Another piece of the Long Frail 
and a great time. 
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Pine Cobble & Mass. State Line to 
Country Road 

1 9 August 2006, Leg 6 
By Tom Copps 

The Killington Section End-to- 
Enders Group hikes the start of the 
Long Trail 

On August 19 the end-to-end 
group of the Green Mountain Club’s 
Killington Section hiked the Long 
Trail from the Pine Cobble Trail in 
Williamstown Massachusetts to 
County Road in Stamford Vermont. 
Our group included Lindy and Rich 
Brown, Tom Copps, Barb and Barry 
Griffith, Cindy Kirk, Tom Shanahan 
and Carol Wright. We were also 
joined at the trailhead by R.J. Hyden 
and Dylan Keenan. This pair had 
read of our adventure and come over 
from Troy NY to join us. Dylan is 
an environmental engineer with the 
state of NY where R.J. also works. 
R.J. is a powerful wide shouldered 
270 pound ex-athlete with a very' bad 
hip that needs replacement and a 
knee that is also due for an operation. 
Nevertheless, he sets a fast pace and 


quickly took the lead up the Pine 
Cobble Trail. Soon we were at Pine 
Cobble lookout. The Cobble is 
covered with a pretty forest of red 
oak. It has a fine view to the 
southwest over Williamstown and 
another to the east of North Adams. 
Barb Griffith pointed out that there 
seems to be only one pine tree on 
Pine Cobble. Since we were running 
late and it was already noon we 
decided to have our lunch right 
where we sat. 

After lunch we made our way 
over the top of East Mountain to the 
Vermont line. East Mountain is an 
easy hill strewn with granite 
boulders. It has limited views, made 
even more limited by the weather, 
which was now closing in on us. Of 
course when we reached the 
Vermont border we stopped to take 
group pictures. Although the signs 
introducing people to Massachusetts 
were bright and clear those on the 
Vermont side were old, faded and 
difficult to read. At this point we 
had covered 3.3 miles with 3.3 miles 


still to go. The hiking was easy 
although the trail was sometimes 
muddy and slippery. The showers 
and drizzle that we had encountered 
in Bennington finally caught up with 
us and the rest of the trip was done in 
the damp. 

Soon we crossed Risky Ranch 
Road at 5.8 miles and arrived at Seth 
Warner shelter at 6.2 miles. The 
shelter was in good shape with little 
sign of vandalism or graffiti. This 
marked our last waypoint with only 
half a mile left to go. Soon we 
crossed a power line and arrived at 
the County Road trailhead. 

Although it had been a long 
drive for a relatively short hike we 
were pleased to have introduced 
ourselves to the Long Trail at mile 0. 
We had also introduced ourselves to 
the difficult logistics of spotting cars 
so far away on unfamiliar roads. R.J. 
promised to do the next leg for us 
and report on conditions so I guess 
he didn't find his new companions 
too slow and boring after all. As 
always a good time with head by all! 


The Next Jive Legs 

Below is the slightly revised schedule for this fall: Hikers with long distance experience are invited to call a 
coordinator to discuss their possible participation. 


Date 

From 

To 

Miles 

Coordinator 

Phone # 

9 September 

USFS Road 10 

Vt. Route 140 

8.3 

Tom Shanahan 

775-5371 

24 September 

Lake Mansfield Trail 
(Nebraska Valley Road) 

Smugglers Notch 

10.3 

Tom Copps 

770-9394 

7 October 

Old Rootville Road 

Mad Tom Notch 

11.9 

Tom Copps 

770-9394 

21 October 

Forest City Trail 
(Camels Hump Road) 

Duxbury Road 

10.3 

Steve Williams 

645-9529 

4 November 

Mad Tom Notch 

USFS Road 10 

11.9 

Steve Williams 

645-9529 
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Minerva Hinchey Shelter Goes South 

By Herb Ogden, Section Trails & Shelters Chair 


Minerva Hinchey Shelter has a 
new foundation, new sills, and a new 
location about a dozen feet farther 
south. The present shelter, once also 
called Sunnyside Camp was renamed 
in honor of Minerva Hinchey, who 
was GMC Corresponding Secretary 
from 1955-77, back in the days when 
the Club had only one year-round 
employee. 

To be sure, the present shelter 
had only been there for 37 years, but 
it was showing its age. The rear sill 
was rotten. There were at least two 
causes. First, there had been years of 
failing provide for drainage in the 
rear, including when I had been 
Trails & Shelters Chair. Second, the 
builders had rested the sill only on a 
string of cinder blocks, and they had 
been heading slowly toward China 
for years. Consequently, even the 
floor joists were resting on the 
ground. Furthermore, the old asphalt 
shingle roof leaked. 

Preparations for renova* ion 

began last year, when GMC Field 
Supervisor Kate Fish, Spring Lake 
Ranch representative Becki Bates, 
and a few' of us Killington Section 
members sized up the problem and 
came up with a list of materials. 
Then, in July, with our own Jerry 
Parker in charge, most of the new 
foundation was laid. In one long day, 
Jerry, helped by Barry and Barbara 
Griffith, dug holes for three 

Sonotubes and poured four of the six 
footings. This involved moving some 
rocks that probably weigh a quarter 
ton. 

The next stage began on 1 2 
August, when Jerry led six other 
local GMC folks. Five GMC staff, 
and one through hiker who decided 
to stay and help. Jerry Parker, Larry 
Walter, and GMC Field Supervisor 
Kate Darakjy deserve special credit. 


because they were on the site from 8 
am to 8 pm. Spring Lake Ranch folks 
moved the wood up to the work site 
for us in their amazing six wheel 
antique. The 20-foot long 8x8 
pressure treated sills took eight 
people to move. We sawed out part 
of the old sill and dug out around the 
back of the shelter to accommodate 
jacks, laboriously jacked up the 
shelter, and put it on cribbing mostly 
donated by Spring Lake Ranch. 
Using two come-alongs 
simultaneously, we inched it about 
15 feet south so the front rested on 
one of the new sills and the rear 
rested on cribbing. Meanwhile, 
others gathered up trash and pried the 
old nails out of the discarded sill and 
siding pieces so they made safe 
kindling wood. The die-hard evening 
crew, consisting of Jerry Parker, 
Larry Walker, and GMC Field 
Supervisor Kate Darakjy at least, dug 
two more 4-foot holes for the 
remaining Sonotubes and poured 
Sakrete mixed with Portland cement 
in them before going home. 

About a dozen of us put in 
another full day on Sunday, 13 
August. We drilled the remaining sill 
to fit the Sonotube bolts, put the sill 
onto the Sonotubes, and moved the 
shelter a couple feet west. (The 
westward move was necessary 
because the crew had poured as 
many Sonotubes as possible in July, 
including the west most one of the 
rear three, so of course the rear one 
had to be a couple feet from the 
original shelter location.) We 
improved our moving technique by 
using small logs as rollers this time, 
so it was possible to move a couple 
feet in perhaps twenty minutes, much 
faster than the day before, when 
sliding the joists over the cribbing 
often threatened to collapse the 
cribbing. We then rolled the shelter 


back onto the rear sill. Meanwhile, a 
couple of us had filled in the holes 
and done a little light landscaping. 
Others replaced the bottom course of 
rotten siding and sawed off the 
excess sill at either end. (The shelter 
is 16 feet long.) Last tasks for the 
day were to nail metal roofing over 
the bottom of the shelter front w here 
it had been heavily gnawed and to 
build temporary rock steps on the 
same side. That task involved three 
people with rock bars and one or two 
others to shove the huge rocks into 
place. 



There’s more to do. The main 
task is to remove the old asphalt 
shingle roof and replace it with green 
metal that currently resides under the 
shelter. Remaining carpentry 
includes adding four comer board 
sets and probably building some 
steps for the front of the shelter, 
which is now c good deal higher than 
it used to be. It would also be nice to 
finish the landscaping, replace the 
tabic, which looks as if folks have 
built fires on it, and restore the fourth 
window. Please check the Outing 
Schedule elsewhere in this issue for 
the date of a September work party 
to finish up this big job. 

Special thanks are due to head 
carpenters and planners Jerry Parker 
and Larry Walter and to Spring Lake 
Ranch for helping with people, 
materials, and a vehicle, and for 
allowing us to keep the shelter on its 
land. 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long, Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 


Individual $35 ADDRESS: 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE: 
higher level. 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Long Trail End-to-Enders' Quest Continues 

Bits & Pieces Start to Add Ud 


Mad Tom Notch to 
Prospect Rock 

2 1 October 2006, Leg 8 
by Allison Norton 

With several cancellations in 
previous weeks due to scheduling 
difficulties and horribly rainy 
weather, the participants, Tom 
Copps. Allison Norton, Cindy Oas- 
Kirk, Tom Shanahan and Steve 
Williams, were thrilled to wake up to 
a clear day following the first bit of 
snow for the season in our area. 
There was no snow on the ground in 
downtown Rutland, but the higher 
elevations got a dusting. The sunny 
drive from the rendezvous point in 
Rutland to the Manchester area was 
absolutely gorgeous, with sparkling 
snow on all of the peaks bordering 
Route 7. Even with a pit stop for 
coffee and doughnuts in Manchester 
we got to the trailhead at Mad Tom 
Notch pretty early. Thanks Steve and 
Tom for planning ahead and spotting 
a car at the other end by the time the 
rest of us arrived. (I guess we should 
have brought them some doughnuts 
tew). 

I or the first few miles we were 
hiking in several incites of snow. I he 
trail was icy in some spots and like a 
waterfall in others. We saw an 
interesting phenomenon of stringy - 
looking ice along the edges of the 


L T End-to-End 
in Bits & Pieces 

LT miles 

LT miles 

Hiked 

to Go 

87.3 

185.4 


trail, which someone said was 
hoarfrost. Killington section 
members sure are knowledgeable! 
Being well-behaved hikers and 
wanting to establish good leave-no- 
trace karma, we tried to walk on the 
wet parts of the trail rather than 
going around. At one point someone 
suggested that we were actually 
doing double the mileage by 
zigzagging back and forth across the 
trail! Unfortunately the wet trail 
resulted in at least three wet boots in 
our party within the first hour. 

Bromley Mountain was cold, 
icy, and windy, but beautiful in the 
snow. We liked the idea of feeling 
like we were Bromley's first visitors 
of the ski season. We climbed the 
lookout tower which was even 
colder, icier, and windier. We also 
went in the ski patrol cabin at the 
peak On the way down from 
Bromley, a few of us checked out 
Bromley shelter. Even though it is a 
See Leg 8 page 9 


Mad Tom Notch to 
USFS Road 10 

4 November 2006, Leg 9 
by Steve Williams 

The last leg write-up is a hard 
act to follow, but here is a humble 
offering. For this final leg of the first 
season of “End to Ending” in bits 
and pieces, the participants were 
Cindy Oas-Kirk. Tom Copps, Tom 
Shanahan and Steve W illiams. Based 
on two past experiences of the l.T at 
high elevations with fresh snow, 
which had indicated just how hard 
white blazes can be to follow, Steve 
decided to take a look at the trail on 
the previous day, and did in fact 
ascend the first (Styles) Peak. From 
Mad Tom Notch to the peak snow 
depths varied from about two inches 
to maybe four or five. Contrary' to 
Steve's concerns, this was not 
enough to make finding the trail 
difficult. There were two significant 
blow-downs just before Sty les Peak, 
which raised another concern: Did 
the remaining ten miles ol 
Saturday's hike have a similar 
problem? 

Alter meeting at the LSI s 
Route 10 trailhead at 7.15 \M to spot 
a car. the group tra\eled the 
seventeen miles over USES It) and 

See Leg 9 page V 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section. 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 

" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" * Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 


♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 


1 What CoCor is Summer? 

At a recent Killington Section board meeting we asked for 
suggestions on ways to spice up Smoke and Blazes. One of the first 
responses was "What about color?" A good idea! 

My challenge then became - what color? We publish quarterly, 
by the seasons. The color for fall was an easy choice. It had to be orange 
- the color of fall foliage, of pumpkins, and of Halloween. 

For winter we want the coolest color - blue. There is even a 
shade called ice blue. That's appropriate. 

In spring the grass, the leaves, and almost everything else 
outdoors turns verdant green (which actually means "green green"). And 
we are, after all, the Green Mountain Club. So we have pretty obvious 
colors for three of the seasons. 

But summer! What color is summer? Why was I stuck on this 
one when the other three were so easy? July conjures up red, white and 
blue but that wouldn't be practical for our one-color production process. 
After much thought the best I've been able to come up with is - yes - hot 
pink. 

Help! Can anyone rationalize a better choice? 


History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 

Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry 'Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770. lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.nct 
Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermonlel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-2510. (W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr.. Rutland, VT 05701. 773-0184. RobertPcrkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma & Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 l ast. Rutland. V I 05701. 773-6997. pullingra 1 37'rt aol.com 
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. V I 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 2 1 Academy St.. I air Haven. VI 05743. 265-2024. purplejcep99 rt4iolmail.com 
Stephen Williams. 682 V I Route 30. West Paw let. V I 05775. 645-9529. voorburgrt sover.net 


Thinking about colors and writing in this space, which is 
sometimes used for Vermontrivia, sent me to one of my favorite 
references: Ester Munroe Smith's Vermont Place Names. Did you know 
the Vermont has 3 Green Mountains, a Green Peak, and a Green Hill (not 
counting the range, itself); 2 Black Mountains and 3 Black Hills; 2 White 
Rocks Mountains and a White Hill; a Red Mountain, a Grays Mountain, 
a Browns Mountain, a Blue Mountain, and our own Blue Ridge?. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2006 - Feb. 2007 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Each outing leader is required to deny participation, in a given outing, to anyone whom the leader 
believes might become a safety hazard to themselves or an undue burden on the group. Call the leader if you 
have any questions. 

2 December, Saturday Picnic Rock, Shrewsbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

A bushwhack thru the woods to the biggest rock in Shrewsbury. This trip was rained out in October so 
we're trying again. We may need snowshoes this time. 

Moderate, 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

9 December, Saturday Deer Leap, Killington Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Via Willard Gap to the overlook. Mileage and route subject to conditions. Snowshoes may be needed. 
Moderate with some climbing. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 AM. 

6 January , Saturday Masters' Trail, Merck Forest, Rupert Viv & Larry Walter, 775-385 5 

Some steep climbing. Snowshoes may be needed. 

Moderate to difficult, 6 or 7 miles 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

14 January , Sunday Minerva Hinchey Shelter, Cuttingsvillc Roma & AL Pulling, 773-6997 

Join us for our traditional winter hotdog roast, and inspect the recent renovations at the shelter. Bring 
hotdogs; we'll furnish hot drinks. After lunch we'll venture out for an easy snowshoe or ski. 

Easy, less than a half mile. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:30 AM. 

20 January , Saturday AT, River Road to Quimby, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Follow the Appalachian Trail to Woodard Cemetery and an unusual view of the Coolidge Range. 
Snowshoes may be needed. 

Moderate, 4 miles, 1 100-foot elevation gain, steep. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

27 January , Saturday Pond Woods State Forest, Orw cllBill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Snowshoe around and over ponds and streams. Some bushwhacking. 

Moderate, 4 to 5 miles. 

(Bad weather date: 1/28.) 

Call leaders for meeting lime and place. 

3 February , Saturday Merck Forest, Rupert Steve W illiams, 645-9529 

Snowshoe on old wood roads and trails in this unique preserve. 

Moderate, 4 to 5 miles 

I eave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2006 - Feb. 2007 

Schedule continued from previous page 

10 February, Saturday Lily Pond to Half Moon, Bomoseen Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Explore beaver, mink, and other habitat on snowshoes. 

Moderate. 4 to 5 miles. 

(Bad weather date: 2/11.) 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:30 AM. 

18 February, Sunday Sugar Hill Reservoir, Ripton Cordon & Helen Cawood, 350-4310 

Ski or snowshoe on a mostly level snowmobile route. 

Easy to moderate. 5 miles. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

24 February Chittenden Brook, Rochester Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Snowshoe south on the Long Trail from Brandon Gap, a steady climb, and then down the Chittenden 
Brook Trail. 

Moderate, 6 miles. 868-foot elevation gain. 

Meet at Brandon Gap Long Trail parking lot at 10:00 AM. 

4 March, Sunday Valcour Island, NY Sue Thomas, 775-6208 

Walk on water (frozen Lake Champlain, that it) out to Valcour Island and tour the Bluff Point 
Lighthouse, built in 1874 and operated until 1929. The Clinton County Historical Society will be on hand 
with displays. Bring snowshoes or skis to explore the island's trails and visit the site of a pivotal 
Revolutionary War battle. 

Easy, 1.5 miles. More optional. 

(If the Lake is not safe we'll substitute another trip.) 

Call the leader for meeting time and place. 

10 March, Saturday Leader's Choice Bushwhack Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Snowshoe trek thru the woods to look for winter tracks and signs of wildlife. 

Moderate, 3 to 5 miles. 


( The following was inspired by an unusual encounter on a Section outing to Montcalm Point last summer. Ed. ] 

Rattlesnake's Lament 

by Sue Thomas 


Nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen. 

1 was minding my business down by the stream 
When out of the blue came a blood-curdling scream. 
Oh. sorrow and woe. 


"By God. it was awful; I’ll tell you no lie. 

That skinny one looked me right in the eye! 

It was chilling, 1 tell you; 1 thought I would die! 
Oh, sorrow and woe. 


By the lake they call George my friends and I dwell. 
We like it just fine; the scenery's swell. 

Then the Killington Section turned our heaven to hell." 
Oh. sorrow and woe. 

I ater that day I told my friend Jake: 

"Even now when I think of it I start to shake! 

I hat bool coming toward me was loo much to take!" 
Oh. sorrow and woe. 


"That's nothing." said he, "just wait till you hear - 
I nearly wound up on the point of a spear! 

That one they call Barb is a menace. I fear!" 

Oh. sorrow and woe. 

So we hope that you hikers will give us a break. 
And if you come back to our home by the lake. 
Leave Barb and her stick in the car for God's sake! 
Oh. sorrow and woe. 


- 4 - 
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Outing Reports 

Quechee Gorge, Hartford 

1 0 September 2006 
by Roma Pulling, co- leader 

Each of the five hikers who 
headed for Quechee on a cool but 
sunny Sunday morning had 
experienced the Gorge in some way, 
either walking into it or perhaps just 
riding over it; but each of us was able 
to add a new facet to the adventure. 



Most of us had visited the area 
before development of the state park 
and found it very different. Instead of 
walking under Route 4 from the 
north side on an unimproved gravel 
road, we now parked in the new 
paved parking lot in front of the new 
Visitor’s Center, both on the south 
side of the road. We started our hike 
by descending steps at the right of 
the Center to a new path which 
followed a series of switchbacks to 
the location of the old gravel road. In 
place of the old road was a 
thoroughly groomed version with a 
high metal fence on the side toward 
the gorge. 

After the gradual descent we 
scrambled down onto the ledges and 
sal beside the Ottauquechce River to 
eat our lunch. I lie climb back to 
Route 4 was slightly more strenuous 
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but not unpleasantly so, and we were 
soon on the trail under the road and 
on our way to view the falls near the 
site of the former Dewey's Mills. We 
continued on the trail, enjoying 
views from different angles, and 
discovered that instead of coming to 
an end it continued on as a wide 
swath through head-high goldenrod. 
There was much speculation about 
where the path was leading us, but no 
one suggested turning back. 

At the end of a leisurely and 
very pleasant walk which was soon 
bordered by a body of water, we 
encountered another road and people 
enjoying water pursuits, including 
canoeing. A sign identified the site as 
Dewey’s Pond State Recreation Area. 
Across the road I recognized 
Quechee Inn. which was formerly 
known as Marshland, the home of 
Joseph Marsh, Vermont's first 
lieutenant governor. In the '40s it was 
acquired by my cousin, Kathleen 
Robinson Goodw in, and her husband 
and operated very successfully as a 
dairy farm until they left under 
pressure from the state and the 
Quechee Lakes development. Alfred 
and 1 and the children enjoyed many 
visits to the farm. 

Recognizing that it was time to 
leave, we retraced our steps but took 
time to walk across the 163-foot-high 
bridge over the gorge with a hiker 
who had never had that pleasure. 
Thus ended a familiar, but still 
different, visit to one of Vermont’s 
natural wonders. 

Silver Lake, Leicester 

16 September. 16. 2006 
by Bill Holt, leader 

Six hikers arrived at the Minnie 
Baker trailhead at 9AM. The Minnie 
Baker heads east from Route 53 just 
south of Lake Dunmore. The trail is a 
very gradual up hill climb for about a 
hall mile before leveling out. After 
another half mile the trail descends to 
the Leicester Hollow trail We 
headed north on the Leicester 
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Hollow trail for just a couple 
hundred yards before taking a turn to 
the left up the Chandler Ridge trail. 

The day started out humid and 
somewhat heavy, but the moisture 
was welcomed by all the colorful 
mushrooms. They were most 
plentiful among the hardwood forest 
running along the spine of the 
Chandler Ridge trail. We hiked north 
on the Chandler Ridge trail, slightly 
uphill at first then mostly level for 
about three miles, before descending 
to Silver Lake. 

There were quite a few people 
enjoying the lake when we arrived. 
One guy was swimming across a 
very narrow section of the lake near 
the dam holding his boots up in the 
air with one hand while swimming 
with the other. We crossed the dam 
and met the Silver Lake caretaker. 
He has a camper and is at the lake all 
summer, although many nights he 
goes home because he lives close by. 
We found a picnic table in the sun 
and had our lunch. 

The roads leading into Silver 
Lake are gated - no vehicular traffic. 
So if you come here to enjoy the lake 
for a day or to camp overnight you 
have to hike in a little over a half 
mile down hill. Coming back out is 
fairly steep, especially if you are 
caring anything, and can seem much 
longer than going in. 

After lunch we took the 

Leicester Hollow trail, a very gradual 
down slope for around three miles. 
This trail followings a meandering 
brook which begins its journey at the 
outlet of Silver Lake. Much of the 
Leicester Hollow trail is bordered by 
steep woods, large boulders, and 
moss. It is a wonderfully beautiful 
trail most often, but when the 
mosquitoes have hatched you’d better 
have protection. I hey can be fierce! 
We finished our hike by rejoining the 
Minnie Baker trail on which we 
started 
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The only disappointment was 
that we forgot to bring a snack to 
share See ya next time. 

Bike Hike, Castleton 

7 October 2006 
Joan Davidson, leader 

It was a cool clear morning 
when four of us bikers met across 
from the old Ft. Warren drive-in. We 
put on plenty of layers because it was 
going to feel even cooler once we 
started our ride down the "rails to 
trails" through Castleton State 
College. Once we got going, the ride 
was invigorating and full of fun and 
good conversation as we straddled 
the bike trail in two's. Half way to 
Poultney, we stopped and took a few 
layers off because the air temperature 
was rising as well as our own body 
temperatures from all the peddling. 

Upon arriving at Main Street in 
Poultney, we were surprised to see a 
town-wide yard sale everywhere. 
Many people were meandering up 
and down the street looking for a 
deal as well as enjoying each others 
company. As we were taking a break, 
we had a nice talk with a couple who 
have been on another section of the 
"rails to trails" that goes to Rupert. 
That will have to be a trip for another 
day for us, because this is where we 
got off the trail and headed east 
down Main St. Once we rode by the 
congested store fronts, we slowly 
made our way down into the 
historical village of East Poultney. At 
the town green we took a left onto a 
dirt road that would bring us in a 
northerly direction back toward 
Castleton. 

The back roads that we traveled 
had spectacular foliage with 
charming old farms and homesteads. 
During our lunch break, we had a 
few good laughs as we took photos 
of each other and experimented with 
the timer on the camera. Just before 
the biking group began its assent up 
a steep hillside I left, due to lower 
back issues and proceeded back to 
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the cars by a shorter less strenuous 
route. I later learned that the 
threesome saw tremendous views at 
Pond Hill Ranch before descending 
back into the village of Castleton. All 
in all, we had a beautiful day for our 
bike ride and wished you all could 
have been there too. Maybe next 
year? 

Proctor High Ledge 

22 October 2006 
by Roma Pulling 

You won't find West Mountain, 
Proctor, popularly known as "High 
Ledge," on any list of Vermont's 100 
highest peaks; but when you arrive at 
the top you are in a very special 
place. You can pause to admire a 
view of Otter Valley. 

I had made several trips to the 
lookout, including ones with friends 
and a few w ith a group of Senior 
Citizens, but the scariest was in the 
back seat of a jeep, an experience I 
don't care to repeat. 

Leaving the park in Rutland we 
were a group of 19 hikers from ages 
1 7 to 8 1 . We drove to Proctor village 
via the West Proctor Road in four 
cars, which we parked at a wide spot 
across from Proctor Gas and started 
our hike there. We first retraced our 
route a short distance up the West 
Proctor Road to Cain Street, 

followed that street for some distance 
to where we could hike to our right 
and kept to our right at each trail 
junction until our destination was 
reached. Except that our teenager 
look a more direct route, climbing up 
the steep face of the bluff. No one 
else was tempted to follow him. 

After eating our lunch while 
taking in the view, including what 
appeared to be a wildfire, we made 
our wav back to our cars b\ the same 
route. 
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Putting the Trail to Bed 

4 November 2006 

by Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters 

Eight people did the best we 
could to get our thirty-plus miles of 
trail ready for winter, but we covered 
only about a tenth of the total 
mileage. No, that doesn't mean we'd 
need ten times the volunteers 
(eighty) to do the job right. There 
are considerable stretches that have 
few waterbars and side ditches, and 
they don’t need attention after all the 
leaves fall. For example, there's not 
much to do between Patch Hollow 
and Route 1 03 and between the 
Lower and Upper Cold River Roads 
on the Long Trail, and on the lower 
two miles of the Bucklin Trail. Still, 
the statistics do mean we sure could 
use more help to clear out the 
waterbars and ditches in the late fall 
so they can do their job in the spring 
and keep the water off the trail. 
Otherwise our "Footpath in the 
Wilderness" turns into a "Footbath in 
the Wilderness." 

We eight began at US 4 and 
covered from Willard Gap on the 
north to Churchill Scott Shelter on 
the south. Two went north with a 
hoe and loppers, and the rest went 
south, armed with hoes, loppers, and 
a chainsaw. Countless waterbars and 
side ditches were cleared of silt and 
leaves, and this is by far not the first 
time since the trail was built. Things 
silt up fast. It's hard to remember 
that all the original waterbars and 
ditches were dug only about eight 
years ago when the trail was 
relocated from the present Sherburne 
Pass Trail to its present location. 

If you have some time after 
hunting season, or even before that if 
you wear blaze orange and make 
noise, and if the ground isn't' frozen 
yet. please consider calling me at 
293-2510 to volunteer to spend at 
least a few hours with a hoe. clearing 
more waterbars and ditches so the 
water will stav were it belongs. 
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Killington Section 
Directors Meeting 

by John Hale, Secretary 

The Killington Section Board of 
Directors met at 6:00 PM, on 17 
October 2006 at the Back Home 
Again Cafe in Rutland. 

Attendance 

Board members present: Barry 
Griffith. President; Barbara Griffith, 
Vice President; Roma Pulling. 
Treasurer; John Hale, Secretary; 
Lynda Hutchins; Steve Williams; and 
Wayne Krevetski. 

Others present: A I Pulling, Bob 
Perkins, and Thelma Perkins 

Secretary's Minutes 

The minutes for the 23 May 
Board Meeting were reviewed. The 
spelling of Al Pulling’s name was 
corrected and, in the Treasurer’s 
report, the Restricted funds were 
corrected to show the Certificate of 
Deposit amount to be $1 3,345.27 and 
the Savings Account balance to be 
$1,832.75 rather than the vice versa 
amounts mistakenly presented. The 
revised minutes were then accepted 
with thanks to John. 

Treasurer's Report 

Roma Pulling reported on the 
Section's bank balances as of 
10/17/06: 


Un-Restricted: 

Checking $ 1.449.02 

Savings 1.133.09 

Checks not deposited 96.25 

Certificate, of Deposit . .. 1414.5 1 
$ 4.092.87 

Restricted: 

Savings $ 1.804.98 

Certificate of Deposit 1 3.345.27 
$15.150.25 

Total $19,243.12 


These balances represent a 
$196.02 reduction from the total 
reported on 5/23/06. The I rcasurer’s 
report was approved as presented. 


Smoke & Blazes 

President Barry led a discussion 
about a $500 authorization of 
expenditure from the Kirk Fund 
(Restricted) to support the Minerva 
Hinchey shelter renovation. The 
Main Club has not requested us to 
disburse these funds and it was 
decided to await such a request. 
Treasurer Pulling was, however, 
directed to reimburse the. Griffiths 
for the $50 they spent from the $500 
authorization. 

Main Club Board Meeting 

Lynda reported on the Main 
Club Board Meeting of 30 
September 2006. Some highlights 
are: 

• Financially the GMC 
is running slightly behind last 
year’s bad performance. It is, 
however, more of a cash flow 
problem than a Fiscal crisis; the 
year will probably come close to 
breaking even with the $1.3 
million budget. 

• The Second Century 
Campaign is advancing but 
slowly. Pledges for $2.4 million 
of the $5.25 million goal have 
been received. The Campaign 
will be formally announced 
when $3.0 million in pledges is 
in hand. 

• The Main Club 
needs specific sections to host 
presentations of the Taylor 
Lecture Series in March or April. 

Lynda’s detailed report is 
available from the Secretary. 

Taylor Lecture Series 

A general discussion ensued 
about the Main Club’s Taylor Series 
program. Apparently the lectures in 
Rutland were embarrassingly poorly 
attended in the past. Some 
questioned whether we should offer 
to host. Lynda will find out the 
subjects of the lectures; the sense 
being (hat if some subject/speaker 
were real l> interesting, we might 
offer to host. 
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Trails & Shelters 

• Minerva Hinchey Shelter 

President Barry detailed how 
much work went into the recent 
renovation of the Minerva Hinchey 
shelter, especially the extraordinary 
involvement of Jerry Parker who put 
in an estimated 100 hours of effort. 
Others involved were Larry Walter. 
Wayne Krevetski, many of the 
Spring Lake organization personnel 
and the Griffiths. 

• Governor Clement Shelter 

There has been no response, 
formal or otherwise from the 
Shrewsbury Select Board who were 
to be looking into various tactics. In 
the meantime, there are anecdotal 
reports of another recent beating 
assault on a hiker. 

• Little Killington Shelter 

The Main Club has decided not 
to accept the cash donation offered in 
exchange for naming the New Little 
Killington shelter “Four Bears”; no 
new name has been established. 

Herb Ogden has offered a gift of 
up to $1,000 in dollar-for-dollar 
matching of other donations received 
for the cause of building the New 
Little Killington Shelter. 

While Herb is willing to 
continue as the Chairperson of the 
Trails and Shelters committee, he 
would appreciate sharing the effort 
with a new co-chair and would be 
happy to turn the job over to anyone 
who would like it. The Board 
discussed this situation. 

Smoke & Blazes 

Bob P. reported that delays in 
his receiving the hiking schedule are 
still a problem for him in getting out 
the newsletter. The last issue was 
two weeks late. President Barrs will 
address this problem. Bob and 
Thelma send out about 200 copies. 

The Long Trail in Bits and Pieces 

Steve W. reported that this 
project is still very much alive with 
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six to ten participants for each leg. 
Management has fallen back to 
himself and Tom Copps. 

Outings Leadership 

A general discussion ensued 
about whether a hike leader 
can/should turn away a prospective 
hiker. This point has been discussed 
at past Board meetings and we again 
con finned the Killington Section 
policy that a hike leader has absolute 
authority to decide whether a person 
can participate in any given hike 
based on safety considerations of the 
individual and of the group at large. 
We also decided that a general 
statement of this policy should be 
included in the appropriate section of 
the “Smoke and Blazes” newsletter. 


Barry and Bob will generate the 
wording. 

Long Trail Festival 

Wayne detailed his ideas about 
his Long Trail Festival to be held 
next year on 1 7 to 20 August 2007 at 
the Rutland County Fair Grounds. 
He is now forming a steering 
committee and establishing a budget. 
More complete details can be found 
at www.longtrailfestivalvt.com. 

Appreciation of Jerry Parker 

We all thought some token of 
appreciation is in order for Jerry 
Parker for all his selfless 
involvement in Killington Section 
projects: suggestions included a 

Proclamation, a Plaque (whether or 
not attached to Minerva Hinchey 


shelter), and Publication of the 
honors. 

Ben Rose to Visit Area 

Steve W. will host a special hike 
for Main Club Executive Director 
Ben Rose starting at Steve’s house 
next Tuesday, October 24"' at 10:00 
AM: destination - Haystack. 

Pot Luck Supper 

The Killington Section fall pot 
luck supper will be held on 
1 8November. 

Next Board Meeting 

The next Board meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, 6 February 2007, at 
6:00 PM and will involve food. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:34 PM. 



View looking northwest from Killington Peak Pico in the foreground and then Blue Ridge 
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Leg 8 continued from page I 

three-sided affair, it is a palace of a 
lean-to! It has a large overhang and 
a sleeping loft. 

The next several miles of our 
hike had less snow but a lot of 
stream crossings. Tom C. took 
several opportunities to politely 
recommend the investment of 
waterproof boots. Luckily the good 
LT karma from walking directly in 
the water and the mud on the trail 
prevented any of us from falling in 
any of the streams. Well, no one fell 
all the way in, anyway. After a 
treacherous crossing of routes 1 1 and 
30, we had a lunch break by yet 
another water crossing (this one at 
least had a bridge). We took a spur 
trail up Spruce Peak to check out the 
views (and, of course, to say we'd 
done it). The spur trail involved 
some rock scrambling. 

We then went on to Spruce 
Peak shelter, which is an enclosed 
cabin. One member of our group 
looked inside and found a taciturn 
non-hiker staying there. On our way 
back to the trail we mentioned the 
man to some hikers going toward the 
shelter, and they said that he had 
been there the day before as well. A 
general discussion of safety and 
shelter usage ensued. (Steve’s post 
trip note: this was reported to 
Waterbury who in turn contacted the 
Forest Service. By the time someone 
went back to the shelter, the 
“resident" had moved on). Toward 
the end of the hike we found 
Prospect Rock. The views from the 
cliff were pretty nice with mist rising 
from the valley. The end of our hike 
was an easy walk down Old 
Rootville Road. Steve's Jeep came 
into view way too soon. 


GMC 


Smoke & Blazes 

Leg 9 continued from page l 

connecting roads to reach Mad Tom 
Notch. (This road had been closed 
two weeks before because of washed 
away culvert. Fortunately the Forest 
Service had been speedy in fixing 
the problem, thus saving the group 
the necessity of driving around via 
Routes 7. 1 1 and 30 and then the 
Peru back roads). 

As the hike started, conditions 
were misty, a situation that prevailed 
until about mid-day. On Friday, 
Styles Peak had provided views to 
the East; on Saturday there was just 
the occasional glimpse of something 
from time to time. The group then 
passed over Peru Peak, which is 
notable for having no view 
whatsoever, and seems to be such an 
insignificant landmark that there is 
even no marker at the summit. The 
descent to Griffith Lake was the 
steepest and snowiest part of the day. 
but fortunately without the major 
blow-downs previously envisaged by 
Steve. All took some tumbles of one 
sort or another, fortunately without 
damage. Lunch was taken at the Peru 
Peak shelter, after which it was a 
short distance to the LT Expressway, 
aka the puncheons around Griffith 
Lake. 


November 2006 


Shortly after the lake, we had 
our first encounter of the day with 
other hikers - a family who had 
come up the Old Job trail. They were 
last seen following our group 
towards Baker Peak, which provided 
its own reward of no mist and fine 
views over the Otter Valley. Then 
began the long and steady five-mile 
descent toward USFS 10. In about a 
mile the end of snow was reached, 
thus giving eight miles of snow and 
four of a very wet trail for the day's 
conditions. Apart from a slight 
irritation from the general wetness of 
the trail, the descent was actually a 
very pleasant amble in the woods. 

Our second encounter with 
another hiker occurred at the Big 
Branch Shelter. A woman from 
Connecticut was just try ing out her 
new overnight camping equipment. 
She appeared to be equipped with all 
necessities, except for a map. Thus 
the group was able to be the good 
guys and identify just w here she was, 
upon which she decided that was the 
right place for the night. All bade 
their farewells and trundled off to the 
trailhead and the drive back to Mad 
Tom Notch. 


It’s Not Work 
If You're having Fun 

Our Section is responsible for 
maintaining about 25 miles of the 
Long Trail and several miles of side 
trails. In his 2006 annual report to the 
main club in Waterbury, Herb Ogden. 
Section Trails and Shelters Chair, 
recently submitted some interesting 
Killington Section trail work statistics 
for the year. 

3 7. . . . n umber of vol u n teers 

>8 1 ...hours of trail work 

69.. . .hours of tra\cl time 

25.. . .hours of white collar work 

W h\ not consider becoming a 
statistic for 2007? 

- 9 - 


The First 

Annual Long Trail Festival 

Mark Your Calendars 

17-20 August 2007 
Friday through Monday 

Vermont State Fair Grounds 
Rutland. Vermont 

Free Admission. Free Camping 

For more information 
Check the Festival website 

Longtrailfestivalvt.com 

Volunteers 

Please contact Section members 
Wayne & Kathy Krevetski 
802-282-2237 




Your Invitation to Join 


Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Lom; Tr. . Mews. and 
the Section quarterly Smoke A Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long t rail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $35 ADDRESS: 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE: 
higher level. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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How To Do Good Deeds While 
Enjoying A Hike 


Sixty Years Ago in 
Smoke & Blazes 


by Herb Ogden. Sections Trails & Shelters Chair 


For several years, a few people have made our work 
parties much more efficient by checking sectors of our trails 
ahead of time and reporting what needs to be done. That way, we 
no longer need to send work parties over the whole 33.4 miles of 
Long Trail and side trails we are responsible for. 

Sector Checkers periodically visit their sectors, perform 
any maintenance they feel comfortable doing (which may be 
none if they are so inclined), and report to the Section Trails & 
Shelters Chair on the condition of the trail and the need for major 
work where help is needed. Tools and guidance by experienced 
trail workers arc provided as needed. Typical maintenance by 
Sector Checkers or full-blown Section work parties includes 
pruning trailside foliage, trimming weeds and brush, hoeing out 
waterbars and trailside ditches, removing blowdowns, repairing 
or replacing signs, and repainting blazes. To become a Sector 
Checker or to be put on a list of volunteers to call when a need 
arises, please contact Trails & Shelters Chair Herb Ogden at 293- 
2510 or hogden@vermontel.net. 

Two of our Sector Checkers have retired. Bill 
Robichaud for health reasons and John Horchner because he has 
moved away. The Section thanks them for their years of service. 
Their sectors, marked VACANT below, are open for new 
checkers. 
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Killington Section Sector Checkers from south to north 


Cynthia Taylor-Millcr 

3.6 mi. 

LT from Vt. 140 to Minerva Hinchey Shelter 

Steve Williams 

2.7 mi. 

LT from Minerva Hinchey Shelter to Vt. 103 

Tom Shanahan 

1.9 mi. 

LT from Vt. 103 to Lottery Road 

Connie and Mark Youngstrom 

2.0 mi. 

LT from Lottery Road, to Lower Cold River Road 

Barbara and Barry Griffith 

1.9 mi. 

LT from Lower Cold River Road, to Gov. Clement Shelter 

VACANT 

4.3 mi. 

LT from Gov. Clement Shelter to Cooper Lodge 

VACANT 

2.5 mi. 

LT from Cooper Lodge to Jungle Jet. 

VACANT 

1.9 mi. 

LT from Jungle Jet. to Churchill Scott Shelter 

Connie Youngstrom 

1.9 mi. 

LT from Churchill Scott Shelter to US 4 

Vivian Beebe (Walter) 

1.4 mi. 

LT from US 4 to Tucker-Johnson Shelter 

Deb Waggett 

3.3 mi. 

Bucklin Trail (up Killington) 

VACANT 

0.2 mi. 

Killington Spur 

Sue Thomas 

3.4 mi. 

Sherburne Pass Trail south of US 4 and Pico Link 

Herb Ogden 

2.4 mi. 

Canty Trail (up Blue Ridge Mountain) 
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Smoke & 'BCazes to Turn 6o 

This issue. Volume 60. Number 1. marks the beginning of 
the 60th year of publication of Smoke & Blazes. The Killington 
Section newsletter is believed to be the oldest of all Green 
Mountain Club section newsletters in continuous publication. 
Volume 1. Numberl, pictured on page 1. appeared in September. 
1948. 

The lead article explains that "someone had an idea" that 
"we have a monthly news sheet for the Killington Section". Almost 
apologetically it makes clear that "at present it is in the 
experimental stage" and that "the question of continuing the 
project after January will be presented at the annual meeting". 

Well, the annual meeting voted its approval and the rest, as 
they say, is history - in more ways than one. For six decades 
Smoke & Blazes has chronicled and recorded the activities of the 
Section and its members - the day hikes and overnights, the 
paddling and pedaling, the spaghetti suppers and sugar-on-snow, 
the committee meetings and slide shows, and the blazes painted, 
the water-bars cleared, and the shelters built. 

The other front page story on that First issue, for exampled. 
reported on the Intersectional held that August at the Monroe Farm 
at the foot of Camel's Hump. For many years the Green Mountain 
Club held annual, week-long campouts that were well attended by 
folks from all of the sections. 

Fortunately, a couple of pack-rats retained copies of every 
issue of Smoke & Blazes and they are now available in the library 
of the Vermont Historical Society in Barre and at the Rutland 
Historical Society. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 170 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton. VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden. 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200. 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184. RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma & Alfred Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St., Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024. purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30. West Pawlet. VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2007 John Hale 

" Lynda Hutchins 

" Cindy Taylor-Miller 

2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" *Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 


^Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary John Hale 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

frails & Shelters Flerb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2007 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Each outing leader is required to deny participation, in a given outing, to anyone whom the leader 
believes might become a safety hazard to themselves or an undue burden on the group. Call-the leader if you 
have any questions. 

4 March, Sunday Valcour Island, NY Sue Thomas, 775-6208 

Walk on water (frozen Lake Champlain, that it) out to Valcour Island and tour the Bluff Point 
Lighthouse, built in 1874 and operated until 1929. The Clinton County Historical Society will be on hand 
with displays. Bring snowshoes or skis to explore the island's trails and visit the site of a pivotal 
Revolutionary War battle. 

Easy, 1.5 miles. More optional. 

(If the Lake is not safe we’ll substitute another trip.) 

Call the leader for meeting time and place. 

10 March, Saturday Leader's Choice Bushwhack Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Snowshoe trek thru the woods to look for winter tracks and signs of wildlife. 

Moderate. 3 to 5 miles. 

Call the leaders for meeting time and place. 

17 March, Saturday Northam Trails, Connie & Mark O'Youngstroni, 492-3502 

St. Patrick's Day ski on Shrewsbury's Northam trails. Appropriate Irish-ware mandatory! If conditions 
warrant we'll snowshoe instead. 

Moderate, 5 miles. 

Call the leaders for meeting time and place. 

24 March, Saturday Merck Forest, Rupert Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Snowshoe on old wood roads and trails in this unique preserve. Sweeping views from atop Mt. Antone. 
Moderate. 4 to 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

31 March, Saturday Killington Section Annual Meeting Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Bring a dish to share and your own place setting for a pot luck supper followed by a short business 
meeting and election of officers. All are welcome. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in Rutland, 5:30 PM. 

7 April, Saturday Mystery Hike Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Only the leaders know for sure what the destination will be. Come see for yourself and en joy a day in 
the great outdoors. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

14 April, Saturday Another Mystery Hike Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Leader's choice again. Sure to be a great trip wherever we end up. 

Call leader for approximate distance and difficulty. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2007 

Schedule continued from previous page 

21 April, Saturday Ml. Hanley, West Rutland Tom Copps, 770-9394 

You see it every day from Rutland. Join us for a climb to the top. Some steep climbing, a little 
bushwhacking, and great views. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM- 

29 April, Sunday North Pond, Bristol Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Some bushwhacking to reach a remote pond in the Bristol Cliffs Wilderness. 

Moderate, 4 to 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

6 May, Sunday Saltash Mountain, Plymouth Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Bushwhack to the top of this trailless peak, the highest in Plymouth, where the AMC has placed a 
canister log to sign. Some steep climbing. 

Moderate. 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

12 May, Saturday Senior Shuffle - Chittenden Brook, Roma & A1 Pulling, 773-6997 

Ramble along a stream to a beaver pond. Spring wildflowers should be abundant. 

Easy, 3 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

19 May, Saturday (Rain date 5/20) Long Trail Spring Cleaning Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

All are welcome to join us for our annual cleanup and maintenance, preparing the trail for the summer 
hiking season. We'll clear waterbars, trim brush, and cut blowdowns on the lower elevation stretches. 
Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be provided. Have fun while doing a good deed. 
Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

20 May, Sunday Bike Trek Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Pedal along dirt roads and Rails-to-Trails. 

Moderate, 1 5 to 20 miles (less is an option). 

Call the leaders for meeting time and place. 

27 May, Sunday Lake St. Catherine, Wells Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Explore the ridge above the lake with great views and interesting terrain. 

Easy. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

2 June, Saturday (Rain date 6/3)Lpper Elevation Trail Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

On National Trails Day volunteers all over the country will be out clearing brush and waterbars. cutting 
blowdowns and painting blazes, readying the trails for the summer hiking season. Join us to work on our 
local treasure, the Long/Appalachian Trail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be 
provided. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

8-10 June, Friday - Sunday GMC Annual Meeting, Manchester 

Centered around Hildene in Manchester with many activities, meals, and hikes planned in addition to the 
meeting itself. For details and registration information see the Long Trail News or check the website 
greenmountainclub.org. 
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Otter Creek Paddle 

26 August 2006 

In Barbara & Barry Griffith. leaders 

Hauling the kayaks baek into the ham 
to hang 'em baek up oil' the rafters hauled out 
the memory of our last kayak for the club on 
Otter Crick. ...it nas so much different than 
the '05 trip. This time the water was LOW. 
So I pulled out the old report and will excerpt 
it here: 

One thing about high water on 
the Creek, it eliminates most ''snags'' as 
we refer to those stringers or walls of 
refuse that can occur across any 
narrow ing body of water. T hey consist 
of trees, trunks, junk, rubbish, 
basketballs, and at times have sand and 
mud involved with vegetation growing 
abundantly. 

An auspicious start with two 
participants dumping head over heels into the 
crick left us using Jerry 's new pump to bail 
them out. Since the water was soooo low. no 
one really wanted to get mired knee deep into 
the mucky muddy clay of the crick banks. So 
instead, different launch methods were 
applied to start the voyage. As you gather, 
they were apparently unsuccessful attempts. 
Well, the mud got its hold on certain kayaks- 
and was reluctant to release its hold You had 
to be there to have appreciated it 

Low water we're coming around ... Not 
too much grumbling once everyone was 
"remounted'' and on their way. Must say the 
two were good sportsmen about their 
unscheduled swim. This was one way to 
cement the group together with camaraderie. 

Along comes the first stringer to 
challenge the group. W'e manage to get all 
kayaks across without dumping (barely ) and 
are on our way again. Then comes the 2nd.. 

3rd.. 4th.. 5th.. 6th.. 7th well, we lost 

count somewhere along the way after lunch. 
One big portage had us wondering what the 
dickens we had gotten ourselves into. Two 
other groups came along to the same portage. 
We were delighted to encounter others out 
using the crick along with us. 

I'll tell you this, the last log jam I had 
to haul my kayak up and over - my arms 
were about done in. We really couldn't have 
done the trip without the cooperation of the 
group. Kayaks baek on the vehicles, 
exchanges of how great a trip it was (really) 
and this person was more than relieved to 
make it home and collapse into a chair. 

I lope to see more brave souls on the 
waters of Otter Crick next year. It truly is a 
beautiful place to spend the day. 


Outing Reports 

USFS Road 10 to, 

Wallingford Gulf Road 

9 September 2(X)6. 1 eg 7 
by I orn Copps. leader 

On Sept. 9 the Long Trail end to end 
group hiked Ieg7 from I S 10 to VT 140. 
Cindy Kirk. Allison Norton. Com Shanahan 
and Tom Copps made up the group w ith l orn 
Shanahan leading. As we were leaving the 
parking lot a bus full of young people pulled 
in. They .were trail runners out for a training 
loop around the pond. The weather was 
threatening but comfortable for the moment 
at least. Within a mile the faster runners 
overtook us: we weren't in any hurry anyway. 
When we reached Little Rock Bond we found 
many of the runners already swimming and 
jousting with each other, Hie weather wasn't 
getting any better so we continued on toward 
Little Rock Pond Shelter. Presently a couple 
of the runners came down the trail obviously 
going in the wrong direction. T hey thought 
they were on the loop trail around the pond 
even though they were quite a ways below 
pond level. So we turned them around and 
sent them back up the trail. If we had not 
stopped them who knows: they might still be 
going. 

Soon we reached the old Aldrichvillc 
site at the head of I lomer Stone Brook. Quite 
a few artifacts still remain so we explored a 
bit and had a brief snack. However, with an 
eye on the sky we were soon moving again. 
We made our way comfortably up White 
Rock Mountain and across the top to the 
Rock Sculpture Garden. Unfortunately, a 
great number of the rock sculptures have 
been tipped over. We debated whether this 
was caused by vandals or the weather. We 
chose the weather. By now everybody was 
hungry (again) so we went down to the top of 
White Rock clitT for a leisurely lunch in spite 
of the sky. 

Soon however we were hurrying down 
the trail past the Green wall Shelter to where 
the Long Trail leaves the Keewavdin Trail 
and drops down to cross Bully Brook. 
Finally the rain found us and we picked up 
the pace again. Immediately we were 
drenched in a real downpour. As we 
continued down to Sugar Hill Road a bolt of 
lightning struck right next to us. It was so 
close that it left all of us quite shaken. We 
hurriedly crossed Sugar Hill Road then Route 
140 to the parking lot. We were soaked but 
warm enough and happy as we hurriedly got 
into the cars. It really was a great hike, a 
little unusual but great! 


Stratton Mountain 

14 October 2006 
by Sue I homas. leader 

I suppose that Stratton Mountain really 
ought to be approached with some reverence 
after all it is considered to be the birthplace 
of the Long and Appalachian Trails. Green 
Mountain Club founder. James fay lor. came 
up with the idea for the Long I rail while 
hiking there, and Benton MacKaye thought 
up the Appalachian Trail from the summit. 
As I led the Killinglon Section up the trail on 
a picture-perfect fall day. I expected some- 
such life-changing inspiration to strike me 
too. but it was not to be. Oh well. I’ll settle 
for a beautiful fall day in Vermont, good 
company, and a sweeping view from a lolly 
fire tower, and leave lofty ambitions to 
others. 

On the summit a plaque tells the history 
of the mountain, and from the tower 
Somerset Reservoir. Mt. Snow. Glastonbury. 
Lquinox. Ascutney. Killinglon. and Grand 
Monadnock were all visible. 

Given the significance of this spot to 
the Club, perhaps we should make the climb 
a yearly pilgrimage. We might even sacrifice 
some ritual trail mix on the summit, dance 
around and chant . . no. maybe not! 

On the way home we stopped to see the 
nearby Daniel Webster monument 
commemorating the spot where the orator 
spoke to a crowd of 1600 at a Whig Party 
rally in 1840. 

Masters Trail, Rupert 

6 January . 2007 

by Larry Waller and Viv Bcbec. leaders 

Others along for the walk in Merck 
Forest: Sue Thomas. Herb Ogden. Tom 
Copps. Mark and Connie Youngstrom. Steve 
Williams. Woody and Phoebe. (We were 
briefly introduced to Jerry Parker's 1 3-week- 
old Cairn terrier. Burdock, in the morning). 

Access is southerly and then easterly 
from West Rupert. There's a place to park by 
the Merck gate, as long as you're not in the 
path of the bus or in the snow plow 
turnaround. Jeff Harvey and I had cleared the 
trail a couple weeks back, so it's a nice 
unencumbered grade up about 25 
switchbacks or so. and then up the main 
southerly ridge from Mt. Antone. 

We had a pleasant lunch at the lookout, 
just off the north side of the summit, where I 
managed to pick up a tick. It was windy and 
probably in the mid 50s - really weird stuff 
for January. Just when we headed back to the 
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south. a pretty good rain squall hil us as we 
made our way down Beebe Bond I rail. 

I was ahead a little bit. looking lor 
things to elear off of the trail, when I heard a 
loud WHUMP and one of the dogs yelp. I 
looked baek up the trail to see Connie 
standing next to a freshly fallen. 12-inch- 
diameter. 35-foot-long snag. It had chosen 
that time (it was a bit windy) to fall as close 
ns possible to our little hand, without actually 
hurting anyone. 

Phoebe recovered almost immediately, 
and we all scurried olT the hill and dropped 
down the Wade Lot Road to Old I own Road, 
and southwesterly by the brook to our cars, 
lorn and I used Barb and Barn’s trusty 3- 
Ibol bucking saw to remove a couple of 
windfalls along the way. I'.veryone counted 
their lingers and toes and climbed into our 
heated transportation devices. 

Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
Hot Dog Roast 

14 January 2007 
By Roma Pulling, leader 

On the day of our hike, my brother 
called me and asked me to call him "if we 
got back! Another person asked if we were 
going to call it olT because of the weather. 
There was light snow with the possibility of 
freezing rain, but the main roads were 
clear and the road from Route 103 to Spring 
Lake Ranch had been well sanded. By the 
time we all got together, there were 16 of us 
making our way to Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
for our winter cookoul. 

This outing turned into a team effort, 
starting with my co-leader, my husband. 
Alfred. Two people. Larry and Viv Walter, 
contributed wood for our fire. As there 
wasn't enough snow to make using a 
toboggan for delivering supplies to the shelter 
practical, several people pitched in and 
carried supplies in for us. And hikers who 
knew the area of the shelter well acted as 
hike leaders. Thanks to all of these people. 

While Alfred built a fire in the outdoor 
fireplace and heated water for hot beverages. 
I set out supplies inside the shelter for lunch. 

I he hikers headed south on the Long Trail 
and were back in time for our meal. I took a 
short walk on the trail myself. What a 
wonderfully peaceful experience compared to 
my home on the main road! The cookout 
was fun. loo. We used to cook out more 
often in the old days. At that time there were 
fewer restrictions about where fires could be 
built. 

We were honored on this outing to 
have lour Rillingion Section Presidents 
three former Presidents: Rob Carey < I ‘>84- 
91). Sue Carey (1993-95). anil Steve 
Williams (2002-04). and our current 
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President, Barry GrilTuh (2005 to date). 
When we all were full, we packed up what 
was lefi of our supplies and walked back to 
our cars after a short but very satisfy ing 
activity. 

Quimby Mountain, Killington 

20 January 2007 
by I lerb Ogden, leader 

This outing taught us several lessons. 
First, don't believe me when it’s noon but I 
suggest a better place for lunch because it's 
only about half an hour further along. 
Second, there can be a great difference in 
snow depth between the 1000-foot and 2500- 
lbol elevations. Third, some forests recover 
remarkably rapidly after logging operations. 
Fourth, it’s better to ride in Jerry Parker's 
jacket than to try to walk through snow that's 
deeper than you are tall. This applies only to 
the sole canine participant, however. 

A beautiful sunny, crisp morning saw 
eight of us. including two guests who were 
new to us but obviously not new to hiking, 
gather at Main Street Park. There were 
actually nine of us if you count Jerry's 
amazingly cute and friendly terrier puppy. 
Burdock. Jerry says he chose the name 
because the dog has a rough coat the color of 
burdock. I think it's also because the dog 
should stick with him. Burdock hiked along 
happily at first, because the snow was only a 
couple inehes deep. W hen the depth doubled 
as we climbed up the Appalachian Trail from 
the River Road in Killington. however. 
Burdock got a cozy ride in Jerry's jacket. By 
the time we reached the first (unnamed) peak, 
some 1.500 feet above where we began, the 
snow was about 15 inches deep, but it was 
fluffy and pretty easy going even without 
snowshoes. 

ITiat was where we should have had 
lunch, since it was noon. Fearless Leader, 
however, thought it might be too windy and 
urged continuing on to the old Woodard 
cellarhole in Quimby. where the walls would 
shelter us from the wind. I thought it would 
lake about half an hour. Nearly two hours 
later, the first of our party arrived there. The 
snow along the ridge was denser than it was 
on the west slope, and that slowed us up 
some. Then I missed the overgrown turn 
from off the logging superhighway that runs 
south from Notown, crosses Fast Mountain, 
and ends up on Stockbridge South Hill near 
Pittsfield. Consequently, we had to follow it 
maybe half a mile farther soulh than usual 
and then climb back northeast up a somewhat 
overgrown logging road. Part way along it. 
there was a lunch mutiny, so only half the 
parly reached the old Woodard place and no 
one reached the Woodard Cemetery . 

We returned as planned down the 
Quimby Road. It has been closed to A I Vs 
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and snowmobiles and was pristine. A couple 
of us wished we had our skis. Liven so. the 
hike down the beautiful steep sided Quinibv 
Brook valley look only about an hour, and we 
were back at the Killington I'own Offices by 
quarter past three. 

Who was Quimby? I have tried to find 
out. but all I know is that the 1869 Beers 
.4 lias oj Rutland County shows an "R, 
Quimby” house on- the ridge of Fast 
Mountain and a rough road leading to it. not 
up Quimby Brook but south of it. While the 
Beers Allas did not always locate rough roads 
precisely, it usually did a pretty good job. and 
the "R. Quimby” location is so far from the 
Woodard cellarhole that I don't think they can 
be the same thing No Quimby shows up in 
the town land records of the time, so he must 
have been a renter, not an owner. Madeline 
Fleming who wrote a history in the 1960s. 
located one person whose grandfather had 
known him. Now a mountain, a brook, and a 
locality bear his name. 

Who were Asa and Mary Woodard, 
who lie buried all by themselves in a little 
plot surrounded by a stone wall, high on Ihe 
west slope of Fast Mountain? Mary died in 
February 1845. aged 72. and Asa died that 
July, aged 74. I surmise they were the last 
occupants of a large two story house about a 
quarter mile north of the cemetery. It must 
have disappeared by 1 869. beeause Ihe Beers 
Atlas doesn't show it. Nevertheless, its ruins 
are still impressive. The dry-masonry 
ecllarhole is still some seven feel deep. It is 
roughly square, a good forty feet on each 
side. In the middle is a huge chimney pile, 
about ten feet on each side. The only likely 
reason for such a big chimney base would be 
to support Hues serving multiple fireplaces on 
at least two floors. It must have been built 
some lime after April 1812. because that is 
Ihe date of the earliest deed to a Woodard in 
Killington (Asa Sr.) and the deed says 
nothing about a dwelling. 

Asa came from Stockbridge. legally 
and probably physically loo. Building 
anything like a decent road from Ihe River 
Road in Killington up Quimby Brook was 
probably impractical with nineteenth century 
techniques. Madeline Fleming's History oj 
Sherburne (Killington's name for most of its 
existence) says International Paper built the 
present Quimby Road in Ihe 1940s. I guess 
that, to reach Asa's place by road, one went 
south from Nolown in Stockbridge on the old 
road to l ittle Sherburne, then headed over 
Last Mountain by more or less the route of 
the present logging superhighway, and 
headed back north more or less on a contour. 
Fifteen years ago or so. before the last 
logging operation, a jeep road followed Ihe 
route of the present logging superhighway 
south from the Appalachian frail crossing. 
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passed jusi west of the Woodard ccllarholc. 
passed about 1 50 feel west of the Woodard 
Cemetery, passed just a few feet west of a 
vers small cellarhole. and continued on 
south. Perhaps it followed the original road. 

Asa began with I (X) acres in 1812 and 
bought more land on East Mountain in 1824. 
1820. 1833 and 1834. Haifa year alter his 
death in 1 845. what may have been his seven 
children deeded their interests in one lot to 
another Asa. presumably his son. What 
happened to the home lot is not clear, 
because the volume of the town land records 
that probably showed it was destroyed in a 
fire. It appears, however, that all the 
Woodards had sold out by the 1 850s. Unless 
the big house burned down, my guess is that 
old Asa was its last occupant, no one kept it 
up alter he died, and the roof caved in by 
I860 so it was not shown on the Beers Allas 
of that year. Probably no one has farmed the 
west side of Hast Mountain for over 160 
years since the death of old Asa. the original 
homesteader. 

Pond Woods State Forest 

27 January 2007 

by Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, leaders 

Around ten in the morning, eleven 
hikers staned walking into the woods from 
Sunset Lake Road in Orwell. We were 
supposed to be snowshoeing but there were 
only a couple of inches of fresh snow atop a 
measly crust. It still felt like winter weather 
though, because the air was nippy . 

We started bushwhacking up hill 
through hardwoods until we reached a trail 
used mostly by animals. Ihe trail soon 
became sleep and ledgy requiring careful 
footing in some spots. Soon, we got to the top 
of the ledge which had many scraggly pines, 
oaks, and blue berries trying to survive on a 
thin layer of soil. The ledge provided good 
views of Mud Pond directly below us. We 
could also see Lakes Sunrise and Sunset 
further olT. but because it was overcast and 
snowing slightly we could only sec for about 
live miles. 

After leaving the ledge, we descended 
into a hemlock forest where the chill that we 
lost with the climb was back again. We kept 
up a brisk pace for the next mile until we 
reached the marshy end of Mud Pond. Mud 
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Pond, until four months ago. was accessible 
by four wheel drive vehicles, but it is now 
gated a mile from the pond because some 
nitwit decided to dump a whole truck load of 
household garbage right near the pond. Very 
few people ever drove up there anyway, so 
thank you nitwit for keeping Mud Pond free 
of vehicles. 

We left the pond and did a little more 
bushwhacking through a mixed forest. We 
soon reached another body of water created 
by beavers. Since the pond didn't have a 
name. Larry dubbed it Joanic Pond. The ice 
seemed thick enough and we got across 
without losing anyone. Soon wc reached a 
larger body of water known as Spruce Pond, 
although. I have never seen a spruce tree 
anywhere near the pond. Maybe there was at 
one lime, hut now the only conifers around 
the pond are hemlocks and white pines. We 
decided to stop for a bite to cat. but it was so 
cold that we didn’t stop for very long. 

After a good thirty minutes of legging 
it out with some elevation gain, we reached 
the top of Oak Hill, where there were red. 
white and chestnut oaks around. We then 
descended dow n to the back side of Doughty 
Pond. After going through a large grove of 
hemlocks we skirted the edge of the pond 
across the ice. We found some pitcher plants 
from last year popping out from the 
vegetation near shore. 

Wc left Doughty Pond behind as wc cut 
through mixed woods across a brook and 
were soon standing next to a porcupine tree. 
There was no doubt it was the home of a 
porcupine, because of the huge pile of scat at 
the bottom of the tree hole. Wc knocked and 
sure enough we could hear some scrabbling 
inside the tree. 

After hiking for another mile we 
reached Sunset Lake where ice fishermen 
were try ing their luck. They got a late start 
this year, and this was the first weekend we 
had seen anyone on I .ake Sunset After 
another mile of easy walking we ended our 
hike with Joan's pumpkin muffins. 

See va next time. 

Lily Pond to Half Moon, Hubbardton 

1 0 February 2007 
by Sue Thomas, leader 
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"I sec an ant leg!” exclaimed Barb, as 
she carefully dissected the seat of a pileated 
woodpecker to sec what he’d had for dinner. 
(Does killington Section know how to have 
fun on a hike, or what?) I decided to pass, not 
out of squeamishness but. due to poor 
eyesight I don't think I'd be able to see an 
ant leg. So I contented myself with 
examining the very large hole in the tree from 
which the bird had extracted the yummy 
treat. Even taking int<T account the size of a 
pileated. the hole was impressive. 

We'd set out for Lily Pond hoping to 
see signs of nature and. fortunately , the rest 
of our finds were much larger. Beavers have 
created a new pond which was formerly the 
trail. These are ambitious "Keep up with the 
Joneses” beavers. In addition to the usual 
large dam and lodge they'd taken out a 
second mortgage and built two smaller dams 
alongside, creating a kiddy pool and perhaps 
a hot tub 

Ihe trail next passes small quarries 
where hefty cables are still anchored to 
boulders and huge piles of scrap slate. In 
other years with more snow I've seen otter 
slides on these piles. If I were them I'd 
contract with the beavers to construct a I -bar 
rope low. This year (before the big blizzard) 
the snow' barely covered the rocks, but we did 
find a slide a little farther up the trail. Tracks 
were plentiful - deer, porcupines, mice, 
grouse, rabbits, turkey, and a large wing print 
where a turkey had taken flight. 

Lunch was a more formal affair than 
our usual. We dined in style at a "sidewalk 
cafe” along the trail complete with candles on 
the tables and a floor show, provided by the 
section's smallest (and by far cutest) member. 
Burdock Parker. Sporting a natty new 
sweater with leopard-print collars and cuffs, 
he prepared to show off a few tricks, but 
developed a sudden case of stage fright, 
which was entertaining also! 

Trorn Lily Pond we set olT through Ihe 
woods and managed to stumble on to Half 
Moon Pond, which was fortunate since that's 
where we'd parked the cars. Wc had a snack 
and bravely set off across the ice. which was. 
alarmingly, covered with water in places. 
Safe, but a bit frightened to be sure, terra 
firma was a relief. 


Don't Forget 

Killington Section Annual Meeting and Potluck 
Everyone is welcome 5:30 pim Saturday 31 March Bring a dish to share 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Hillside Avenue, Rutland 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting 


by John I laic. Secretary 

The Killington Section Board of 
Directors met at 6:00 pm on 6 February 2007 
at the Back Home Again Cafe in Rutland. 

Attendance 

Board Members present: President 
Barry Griffith. Vice President Barbara 
(iriflilh. Secretary John Hale. Secretary 
Roma Pulling. Lynda Hutchins. Wayne 
krevetski. Andrea McQuadc. and Steve 
Williams. 

Others present: Bob Perkins. Thelma 
Perkins, and Al Pulling. 

Special guests: GMC Development 
Ollicer Shawn Keelcy and Montpelier 
Section Member Andrew Nuquist 

Secretary’s Minutes 

The minutes for the 17 October 2006 
Board Meeting were corrected on page three 
(. . . the Main Club's Taylor Series S e r vi c es 
program.) and a ty pographical error on page 
four, then accepted as corrected with thanks 
to John. 

Treasurer's Report 

Roma Pulling reported on the Section s 
bank balances as of 6 February 2007. 
Un-Restricted: 


Checking $ 1.559.89 

Savings 

1.133.94 

Cash/checks on 1 land 

311.25 

Cert, of Deposit 

1.454.36 
$ 4.459 44 

Restricted: 


Kirk Savings 

$ 1.985.02 

Cert, of Deposit 

13.574.72 

$15,559.74 


Total S20.0I9.I8 
Memberships: (not reported) 

These balances represent a $776.06 
increase from the total reported on 17 
October 2006. The Treasurer's report was. 
approved as presented with thanks to Roma. 

Roma mentioned that the $500 
expenditure from the Kirk Fund authorized 
by the Board at the 17 October meeting last 
year to be paid to the Main Club has not yet 
been requested and so not paid. Because 
representatives of the Main Club were 
present. Roma cut a check in the appropriate 
amount and gave it to Shawn Keelcy for 
delivery. 

Roma reported that Ms. Ellen Russell 
has died leaving one fitlh of a life insurance 
policy valued at $9,305 to the Killington 
Section. Roma has received a letter from the 
estate and is now awaiting settlement. Ms. 
Russell was a long time member of the Club. 


GMC Capital Campaign 

Shawn Keelcy and Andrew Nuquist 
made a presentation of the Main Club's 
Capital Campaign: 

We are two years into the Campaign 
the purposes of which are I ) to provide an 
endowment with current income for Long 
I rail maintenance: 2) to protect the entire 
length of the Long frail and assure public 
access (i.e. no dependence on private owners 
of trail land): and 3) to rebuild the burned 
bam at the Watcrbury headquarters. 

The locus of the Campaign started with 
the Main Club Board of Directors and staff, 
both of which groups have registered 100% 
participation. The second phase, just begun 
in Montpelier. Burlington and Ottauquechee 
Sections, is for each Club Section to 
approach its own members and the At-Large 
members living in that Section's geographic 
area. 

The process for a section is to I) 
assemble a team; 2) attend an orientation 
session provided by the Main Club: 3) attend 
a training session provided by the Main Club 
to learn how to solicit effectively and 
comfortably for money: 4) set up a program, 
make appointments and visit prospective 
contributors: and 5) participate in Report- 
Back sessions with representatives of the 
Main Club. 

Andrew shared some of the Montpelier 
Section’s experience. Their committee of 
eight people had to overcome their natural 
hesitancy and awkwardness in asking people 
for money. It was discouraging at the 
beginning but eventually all members found 
personal rewards in the effort beyond their 
successes in generating funds for the Club. 

Note: There is a one million dollar 
challenge grant on olTer which must be 
matched by the end of 2007 which is also the 
expected end of the Killington Section s fund 
raising efforts. 

John Hale, and Lynda Hutchins both 
offered to participate in the Section's efforts: 
but neither could commit to heading up the 
group. 

Main Club Board Meeting 

Delegate Lynda Hutchins reported the 
following highlights of the Main Club Board 
Meeting of 20 January 2007: 

The Capital Campaign has raised $2.9 
million toward a revised goal of about $6 
million. 

The preliminary 2008 fiscal year 
budget was presented showing an $80,000 
shortfall. Expenses have already been cut to 


the bone and stall' is being stretched to their 
limits. On the other hand, we generate good 
income from publications and membership is 
growing. I he Capital Campaign must 
succeed to put the Club on solid financial 
ground. 

An official GMC logo is being 
researched: a larger emphasis on the Long 
Trail is wanted. 

Ihe Club is purchasing green lumber 
harvested under the Vermont Family forest 
program for use in the Head Quarters 
rebuilding project. I his is a money saver and 
fosters sustainable lumbering. 

Lynda's detailed report is available 
from the Secretary 

Trails and Shelters 

Barry Griflilh. reported that the 
Shrewsbury Select Board appears unwilling 
to “throw up" the road to Governor Clement 
Shelter and is seeking other alternatives for 
controlling hooligan misuse of the shelter. 
That board's position letter to the Main Club 
is expected shortly. The Main Club 
committee will then decide how to respond. 

Construction of the new Little 
Killington Shelter, designed to replace 
Governor Clement Shelter, has been 
rescheduled to 2008. probably because of 
money concerns. TTie Clarendon Gorge area 
was recently cleaned of trash. 

Smoke & Blazes 

Bob Perkins was proud to announce 
that we are now printing in color. The next 
issue will come out at the end of February 

The Long Trail in Bits and Pieces 

Steve Williams reported that the Long 
Trail in Bits and Pieces group is still going 
strong, planning for next season's hikes. 

Long Trail Festival 

Wayne Krevetski reported that Ihe 
Long frail Festival is making progress. The 
City of Rutland, through the Recreation 
Department, has agreed to cover liability 
insurance costs for the event. The City has 
agreed to the terms of the contract for use of 
the Fair Grounds and that document is 
expected to be formally signed shortly. 

Section Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be a pot luck 
supper again this year to be held on a 
Saturday, either 14 or 21 April, depending 
upon which best suits the Church. Sue 
T homas will make the reservation. 

Service Award 

Steve Williams was presented with Ihe 
Long Trail Service Award in recognition of 
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Volume 60, Number / Smoke <& Blazes February 2007 

his many contributions to the Club. Next Board Meeting The meeting was adjournal at K:(M> 

Congratulations to Steve. the next Killington Section Board PM. 

meeting will be at the Annual Meeting in 
March. 


Late Breaking News! 

The Governor is Reprieved 

at least temporarily 



Governor Clement Shelter on the Long/Appalachian Trail, (1929 - 20??) 

As we. somewhat belatedly, go to press Smoke & Blazes has learned that the voters of Shrewsbury in 
town meeting have indicated by a vote of 190 to 89 that they would be willing to throw up and gate Clement 
Shelter Road rather than see the historic shelter dismantled. The next move is up to the Shrewsbury Select 
Board. Watch these pages for further developments. 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long, Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke <S Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 

Individual 

$35 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

$45 


Senior/StudentA/olunteer 

$20 



Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE: 
higher level. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


Roma Pulling, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
883 US 4 East 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Rutland to Host First Annual Long Trail Festival 


By Wayne & Kathy Krevetski, organizers 

The First Annual Rutland Long Trail Festival, 
a celebratory gathering to inspire individuals to 
participate in the outdoors, is scheduled for Friday 
thru Monday. 17 20 August 2007 at the Vermont 

State Fairgrounds, in Rutland. Admission is FREE 
and free camping will be available at the 
fairgrounds 

The festivities start Friday night with music 
by Drum Journeys of the Earth, and others. 

Saturday will be tilled with exhibits and 
presentations including: 

• Leave No Trace Principles 

• Hiking Nepal, slide presentation and discussion 

• An Ordinary Wanderer: Long Trail End to End 
Hike, slide presentation and discussion by 
author and hiker Jan “Liteshoe” Leitschuh. 

• History of the Long Trail Lodge, slide 
presentation, by Dave Wright 

• Long Distance Hiking , panel discussion and 
Q&A by those who have and are doing it. 

• Questing/Geo Caching Adventures , 
presentation with opportunities for local 
questing adventures. 


• Films moderated by Robert “Red Wolf Croyle 
Recovering A Species The Red Wolf 

Arctic Dance - The Mardy Murie Story. 
Wilderness and Spirit - A Mountain Called 
Katahdin 

• Yoga Salutation to the Sun and Tai Chi For the 
Athlete 

• Backpackers kitchen Eating well on the trail 

• Rutland Historical Society Long Trail Video 
Project 

• Hiking/T rail Etiquette 

• Plus fun filled activities for the Kids 

• As well as music by Local Musicians 

The Key Note Speaker on Saturday Night 
will be noted writer and radio commentator Willem 
Lange. There will also be music by the likes of 
Gypsy Reel and others. 

Sunday will continue with presentations and 
exhibits but the Big Event for the Day will be 
guided hikes of our local trails. 

Monday will be set as a trail Work Day. 

So come on out and join us for an 
educational, fun filled weekend. 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section. 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevctski 

" *Andrea McQuade 

” ♦Roma Pulling 

2010 *John Hale 

" *Lynda Hutchins 


" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

^Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary/Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

I listory Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Latest News from the Governor 

The Forest Service, with concurrence of the Killington 
Section and other interested parties, has advised the Shrewsbury 
Select Board that Governor Clement Shelter will be razed unless 
the town takes steps this summer to permit gating the access road. 
In a recent nonbinding vote, townspeople indicated by a good 
majority that they preferred the shelter to the road, and there are 
indications that the Selectmen may be willing to along. 



Governor Clement Shelter, circa 1930 


Unwelcome partiers, often with alcohol and Firearms, have 
made the shelter unappealing, and possibly unsafe, for hikers. All 
previous attempts to control the situation have been unsuccessful. 
Several legal steps are required in order to "throw up" the road so 
that it can be gated, but hopes are rising again that what may be the 
oldest Long Trail shelter still in use may be saved. 

Stay tuned. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://www.qeocities.com/qmckillinqtonStav 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 170 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton. VT 05735,' 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd„ Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104. andrcamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773. 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden. 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25!0, (WJ774-2200. 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma & Alfred Pulling. 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St.. Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Pawlet. VT 05775. 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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WORK PARTIES READY THE TRAILS FOR THE SEASON 


By I lerb Ogden. 

Section Trails & Shelter Chair 

First, the Honor Roll. Here 
are the people who sawed trees, 
dug out waterbars. pruned back 
brush, and generally got our part 
of the Long Trail in shape for the 
hiking season. 

Greg [Badger?! 

Rich Brown 
Dave Coppock 
Tom Copps (2) 

Barbara Griffith 
Barry Griffith 
Wayne Krevetski* 

Roland Marx 
Allison Norton 
Cindy Oas-Kirk 
Herb Ogden (2) 

Jerry Parker (2)* 

Tom Shanahan 
Wayne [Soros?] 

Larry Walter’ 1 ' 

Sorry. A couple of last names 
in the register were hard to read. 
Those with a (2) after their name 
came out for both work parties. 
Those with asterisks lugged chain 
saws. 

On 19 May, eight volunteers 
showed up despite threatening 
weather. Two cleared brush and 
dug drainage ditches between 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter and the 
hilltop south of the Airport 
Lookout. Three cleared brush and 
many blowdowns between the 
Lottery Road and the Keiffer 
Road, and another three cleared 
brush and waterbars and several 
blowdowns between the Upper 
Cold River Road and Gov. 
Clement Shelter. Most of the rest 
of our section between the 


Wallingford Gulf Road (Vt. 140) 
and the Upper Cold River Road 
had already been cleared by a one 
man crew named Tom Shanahan. 
Thanks very much, Tom! Thanks 
also to Sector Checkers Connie 
and Mark Youngstrom, Tom 
Shanahan and Steve Williams for 
reporting on their sectors so we 
could send the crews where they 
would do the most good. 

We do still have some 
problems on the lowland part of 
our trails. ATVs have been on the 
trail north of Bear Mountain. 
Minerva Hinchey Shelter needs 
metal edges on the table to foil 
porcupines that have gnawed it. 
Wet stretches north of the Lottery 
Road need bog bridging or 
relocation. Last but definitely not 
least. Gould Brook needs 
bridging. We may have help 
from a General Electric group on 
this. 

On 2 June, National Trails 
Day, ten volunteers provided 
meals for black flies, chiggers and 
mosquitoes while looking out for 
thunderstorms. Rich Brown took 
two crews up the work road to the 
Killington Peak top station, 
courtesy of Killington, Ltd. A 
chain-sawyer and a brush 
lopper/swamper headed south to 
Gov. Clement Shelter, meeting 
three people with loppers heading 
north. Another chain-sawyer and 
a brush lopper/swamper headed 
north to Sherburne Pass, meeting 
three people with an ax-mattock, 
hoes, and a lopper heading south. 
The result was that the entire LT 
from Gov. Clement to Jungle Jet. 
and the Sherburne Pass Trail are 


properly cleared. Also, the 
Sherburne Pass Trail is better 
drained than it has been since at 
least the 1 960s. We cleared or 
built some 52 waterbars, 
including a couple substantial 
new ones. Jerry Parker's little dog 
Burdock even pitched in on a 
couple of the waterbars! 

Many thanks to the crew 
listed above and to Sector 
Checkers Larry Walter. Dave 
Coppock, Cindy Oas-Kirk. 
Allison Norton. and Deb 
Waggett. Many of the Sector 
Checkers not only reported where 
work was needed but also did 
some maintenance before the 
work party. In fact, by the time of 
the work day, the Bucklin Trail 
was already in good condition and 
needed no crew. 

More work remains, 
however. We lacked crews to 
cover the Long Trail from Jungle 
Jet. to Tucker-Johnson Shelter, 
the Pico Spur, and the Canty Trail 
up Blue Ridge Mountain. Several 
blowdowns are reported south of 
Churchill Scott Shelter, the 
shelter privy door blew off and 
must be replaced, the nettles north 
of Route 4 need scything, and 
ditches and waterbars south of 
Tucker-Johnson Shelter need 
cleaning. The Canty Trail was 
cleared of blowdowns in early 
winter, but it probably needs 
attention again. If you have time, 
we have work for you! Tools are 
available. Please call Herb Ogden 
at 293-2510 or email 
houden a \ ermontel . net . 
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Notes from the Road 


By Cindy Taylor-Miller 
[Mrs. Gorp has switched travel 
modes this year and embarked on a 
cross country bike ride. Smoke <S 
Blazes has received the following 
communiques , Ed. :] 

Wallingford, VT, April 3. One 
last email before I head south to 
Yorktown, VA this morning to begin 
my TransAmerican Bike Ride to 
Astoria. OR. 

Charlottesville, VA April 5: I 
have gone 186 miles since Sunday 
when I left Yorktown. VA and am 
currently in Charlottesville right at 
the University of VA. It's a brisk 
morning. Have a 5 mile UPHILL to 
Rockfish Gap this afternoon to reach 
the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

All is well, feeling fine, and the 
bike, my Cannondale T2000 is 
running smooth. 

Chester, IL, April 26: Hello 
from Chester, IL, home of Popeye 
the sailor man! Been on the TransAm 
route since April 1st and have 
covered 1,168 miles. Have had snow, 
broiling sun, strong headwinds, and 
today it rained for a brief bit, but for 
the most part the weather has been 


perfect for riding. The Appalachians 
were tough and hilly. Now the terrain 
has mellowed out a bit, averaging 
about 60 miles a day. My biggest 
mileage day so far has been 76 miles 
and the smallest 36 miles. 

Had my Cannondale T2000 
tuned up yesterday in Carbondale. 
IL. The bike has been flawless. I 
haven’t even had a flat tire 
(shhhhhhhhhhh I don't want to jinx 

myse 10- 

Back in Elkhom City, K.Y, I 
waited out two days of pouring rain, 
snow showers and 35 degree temps. 
When I hit finally hit the road west 
again, I came upon a house in the 
middle of Rte 61 1. A mud slide had 
washed it downhill the evening 
before. One of the salvage workers 
helped me carry my bike around the 
mess to higher, dryer, less muddy 
ground and back to the blacktop. 

All is well. I've had a shower 
every’ night and am eating well. I 
think Long Distance Bike Riding 
beats LD Hiking ;-). 

Dubois, WY, May 19: Hello! I 
am alive and well and in Dubois 
WY. Survived the tornadoes in 


Kansas and tomorrow enter 
Yellowstone National Park. 2.775 
miles and NO Flats!!! 

Riding into Lander, WY the 
wind was so strong I had to pedal my 
bike going downhill a 6% grade. It 
made for a very long a tiring 128 
mile day. 

Baker City, OR June 1: Hello. 
Here in Baker City, Oregon. It's a hot 
day. By Sunday they're predicting a 
high of near 100*. I'm on slow bake. 

There wasn't a welcome to Oregon 
sign when I crossed the ID/OR 
border near Oxbow. Instead, it felt 
like welcome to Hell's Canyon.Tum 
up the heat! I’m sorry’ I fretted the 
frozen toes back in Yellowstone. 

The Oregon frail passed 
through here in Baker City. 

I should be touching the front 
wheel of my bike in the Pacific in 
about 5 to 6 days, depends on the 
heat and if I can ride in the 
afternoons. I need my nap when it 
gets too hot. 

3,660 miles on the TransAm ! 


The Long Trail in Bits & Pieces 

A group of Killington Section GMC hikers has set out to hike the entire 272.7 miles of the Long Trail from end- 
to-end in bits and pieces. Starting in 2006 the group has covered 87.3 miles of the Long Trail plus approach trail miles. 
Listed below are the next several legs planned by the group. 


Date 

Miles 

From 

To 

Coordinator 

Phone 

Mon., 28 May 

1 1.2 

County Road 

Vt. Route 9 

Rich Brown 

802 948-2966 

Sat.. 23 June 

14.4 

Stratton- Arlington Road 

Old Rootville Road 

Steve Williams 

802-645-9529 

Sat., 7J uly 

10.4 

Vt. Route 125 

USFS Road 201 

Allison Norton 

802-775-1627 

Sat., 21 July 

13.9 

USFS Road 201 

Lincoln Gap Road 

Tom Copps 

802-773-9394 

Sat.. 4 August 

1 1.6 

Lincoln Gap Road 

Vt. Route 17 

Cindy Oas-Kirk 

802-775-7646 

Sat., 25 August 

12.8 

Vt. Route 1 7 

Camels Hump Road 

t.b.d. 

t.b.d. 


Most of the pieces are long, and sometimes difficult, day hikes requiring extra planning and effort. Occasionally 
there are overnighters. Hikers who have been on a few of our section's regular scheduled hikes are welcome to call the bits 
and pieces hike coordinator to discuss details. It is the coordinator's prerogative to accept additional hikers for any 
particular hike. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2007 

Visit our web site: http://www.geocities.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

2 June, Saturday Upper Elevation Trail Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

On National Trails Day volunteers all over the country will be out clearing brush and waterbars, cutting 
blowdowns and painting blazes, readying the trails for the summer hiking season. Join us to work on our 
local treasure, the Long/Appalachian Trail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be 
provided. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

[Rain date 3 June.] 

8-10 June, Friday - Sunday GMC Annual Meeting, Manchester 

Centered around Hildene in Manchester with many activities, meals, and hikes planned in addition to the 
meeting itself. For details and registration information see the Long Trail News or check the website 
greenmountainclub.org. 

16 June Saturday Paddle Otter Creek, Proctor to Florence Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Paddle your canoe or kayak past farms and covered bridges. 

Easy, 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

[Rain date 17 June.] 

23 June, Saturday 17th Annual Taconic Mountain. Ramble, Hubbardton Kit Davidson, 273-2982 

Featured in Vermont Life magazine! Massive cliffs, rolling meadows, mountain peaks with views north, 
south, east, and west, a Japanese garden full of waterfalls, plus other goodies. Wine and cheese 
afterward: bring no lunch. Walkers can leave the group at several points and relax on the lawn. 

Easy half mile or moderate 3 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 1 :00 PM. 

[Rain date 24 June. Call leader if in doubt.] 

30 June, Saturday Sunset Paddle, Glen Lake, Castleton Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Canoe or kayak into the sunset at Glen Lake in Bomoseen. and swim if weather permits. Bring food for 
supper. A hotdog roast may be possible. Call leaders for information. If you don't have a boat join us for 
a ride. 

Leave from West Rutland Price Chopper (east end of parking lot) at 6:00 PM. 

8 July, Sunday Paddle the Poultney, Fair Haven Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

A relaxing paddle for kayaks or canoes along the scenic Vermont/New York border. 

Easy. 5 miles. 

Leave from Diamond Run Mall parking lot (near Sears) at 9:30 AM. 

14 July, Saturday Black Mountain, W hitehall, NY Alison Norton, 775-1627 

Beautiful views of Lake George and the Adirondacks from the 2.646 foot summit of the highest peak in 
the Lake George region. 

Moderate, 5 miles. Elevation gain 1.046 feet with some steep places. Option for a longer loop. 

Leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 


Schedule continued on next page. 


Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2007 


Schedule continued from previous page. 

22 July, Sunday Senior Shuffle, Pine Hill, Rutland Bob Perkins, 773-0184 

We’ll try a few of the new trails in our city park and view Rocky Pond from above. 

Easy. 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 1 :00 PM. 

28 July, Saturday East Mountain, Rutland Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Bushwhack to the ridge top at 2,386 feet and explore this local landmark. 

Difficult, 5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

4 August, Saturday Delectable Mountain, Barnard Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Hike from the White River to Notown along the west flank of Mount Hunger and Delectable Mountain 
in eastern Stockbridge and western Barnard, including abandoned Barnard District No. 2. Unusual views 
of the Coolidge Range, hill farms abandoned 150 years ago, mysterious stone piles, and deep 
backwoods. Mostly on woodroads and old highways but some bushwhacking. Bring plenty of water or a 
water filter. 

Moderate to difficult. 8 miles. Elevation gain 1.900 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

1 1 August, Saturday Mount Grant, Lincoln Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Follow the Cooley Glen Trail to the Long Trail, then up to the 3,523-foot summit. We'll bushwhack 
back to some open views. 

Difficult, 8.5 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

18 August, Saturday Haystack Mountain, Pawlet Diane Bargicl, (413) 687-1 109 

Climb via the Nature Conservancy trail to an open summit with spectacular views of the Green 
Mountains and the Mettawee Valley. 

Moderate. 3 miles with a steep pitch at the top. Elevation gain 1,000 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:15 AM. 

Or meet us at Williams Hardware on Main Street in Poultney at 10:00 AM. 

25 August, Saturday Mystery Bike Raid Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Explore back roads. 

Moderate. 

Call leaders for details and for meeting time and place. 

(Rain date 26 August.] 

8 September, Saturday North Pond, Chittenden Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Climb the ridge above the reservoir to a remote, high elevation beaver pond on what was once the main 
route to Pittsfield. Keep an eye out for moose which frequent the area and enjoy views of the lake and 
mountains. 

Difficult. 9 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

[Rain date September 9.) 


Volume 61). Number 2 


Smoke & Blazes 


Outing 'Reports 

Chittenden Brook 

24 February 2007 

By Joan Davidson, co-leader 

This snowshoe trip was a 
little daunting due to the cold 
blustery day, as well as the 
enormous amount of' snow that 
we had received the week before 
on Valentine's Day. We began the 
trek from the top of Brandon Gap, 
heading south on the Long Trail. 
Previous snowshoers and cross 
country skiers had already packed 
much of the trail down so the 
initial going wasn't too bad. After 
about an hour, we came upon 
moose tracks that were interesting 
to see, but made snowshoeing a 
little tricky, because you could 
easily get your shoe caught down 
one of the deep moose track 
holes. The views on the trail were 
spectacular of the Braintree range 
east of us, as well as the frost that 
glistened on the branches above 
our heads. 

Once we reached the trail 
junction we ate our lunch, and 
then began our descent in an 
easterly direction toward 
Chittenden Brook campground. 
This trail had not been used by 
anyone, so it was slow going in 
the very deep snow. Also, the trail 
was hard to see in places and at 
one point we had to search around 
to lind our markers. By the time 
we reached our vehicles at the 
front parking lot of Chittenden 
Brook, we all seemed pretty tired 
and happy to take ofT our 
snowshoes and gobble down our 
snack of oatmeal cookies. 


Mount Antone II 

24 March 2007 
By Steve Williams, leader 

Mount Antone I, ably led by 
Larry and Viv Walter from the 
Rupert side earlier this year, with its 
tree falling episode, was a hard act to 
follow. However, twelve Merck 
Forest enthusiasts arrived to join 
Steve on this “Mount Antone II” hike 
on a bright and sunny morning. The 
first concern was mud on the access 
road; two of the party wisely left 
their cars adjacent to Route 315, 
though the road itself was not as bad 
as Steve had anticipated from his 
scouting visit the day before. The 
Old Town Road section of the trail 
was easy enough with just a little ice 
thrown in to merit attention. Shortly 
after taking the side trail towards 
Clark's Clearing there was a blow- 
down across the trail. At this juncture 
we were fortunate to have with us 
Sawman and Axeman (aka Larry 
Walter and his protegee, Peter) fully 
equipped with their tools of choice) 
who enthusiastically removed the 
offending tree. 

Upon reaching Clark's Clearing, 
snowshoes were donned until shortly 
before the summit, where the 
southern exposure led to mostly bare 
ground. Kn route the principal 
diversion was the discovery by Jerry 
Parker's dog Burdock of a number of 
chipmunks in a tree. Burdock, being 
of a breed bred to chase and catch 
rodents, anticipated great sport. 
However, in the art of tree climbing 
the chipmunks demonstrated a 
definite superiority, and in fact it was 
they who had the better sport. 

At the summit we celebrated the 
birthday of Diane Bergiel, at which 
point the well equipped Cindy 
impressively produced a candle and a 
match. Congratulations on the 
birthday. Diane! Jerry Parker 
followed up this act by finding an 
owl pellet and pointed out the knee 
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and other bones of a mouse which 
had moved on to the lunch stage of 
its life, unfortunately that of the owl. 

On the way back to the visitors 
center, the group stopped by at the 
sugar house (equipped with a new 
reverse osmosis unit as well as a 
conventional evaporator) where 
many sampled some of the syrup 
samples available and some went for 
the pancakes on offer. Not too much 
later the rain started. Good timing! 

Chittenden Brook Trail 

12 May 2007 
By Roma Pulling, leader 

Carpets of delicate spring 
beauties interspersed with dog tooth 
violets, wood anemones and 
Dutchman's britches delighted the 
nature lovers in our group. The trip 
could have been billed as a 
wildflower hike! 

Our group of fourteen people 
and one dog left the park in Rutland 
with five cars which we parked by 
Route 73 at the beginning of the road 
to the Chittenden Brook 
Campground in Rochester. Due to 
the fact that the gate was still closed, 
it added a mile to our usual 3.5-mile 
walk; but I didn't hear any 
complaints. 

It is a road walk with only 
gentle uphills. 

At the junction marked #4 on 
our map, where the main trail 
continues on to the Long Trail, we 
stopped for a lunch break and to wait 
for part of our group to catch up. 
Then we took a side trail to the 
beaver pond, where we could watch 
salamanders near the shore. The 
beavers were not home or at least did 
not have their welcome mat out. 

The return trip was uneventful, 
and we left for home, congratulating 
ourselves on having picked another 
day of perfect hiking weather. 
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Killington Section Annual Meeting 


By John Hale. Secretary 

The annual meeting of the 
Killington Section. Green 
Mountain Club was held on 32 
March 2007 at the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church on 
I lillsidc Avenue in Rutland, VT. 

Board Members present 

were Barry Griffith. Pres.; 
Barbara Griffith. VP; Roma 
Pulling, Treas.; John Hale. Sec.; 
Lynda Hutchins; Andrea 
McQuade; and Wayne Krevetski. 
About 1 5 other people attended. 

A Pot Luck Dinner began at 
about 5:30 pm and was enjoyed by 
all. 

President Barry brought the 
business meeting to order with the 
observation that this likely was 
the 95th annual meeting of the 
Killington Section, our founders 
having started the Section in 
1912. 

The Minutes of the 2006 
Annual Meeting as printed in 
Smoke and Blazes were approved 
as presented. 

Treasurer Roma Pulling 
reported the following account 
balances as of 31 December 
2006: 

Un-restricted: 

Checking $ 1.509.89 

Savings 1.741.52 

CD 1.704.06 

$ 4.955.47 

Restricted: (Kirk Fund) 

Savings $ 1.985.02 

CD's 13,559.11 

$15,544.13 

Membership: 

Memberships 145 

Voting Members 1 66 


The Un-restricted assets 
increased $1,204.19 from last 
year and the Kirk Fund assets 
increased $366.11 from last year. 
Our registered membership 
decreased by seven. 

Smoke and Blazes editor 
Bob Perkins reported that the 
publication continues its smooth 
quarterly appearance. He asked 
people to submit articles and 
pictures for inclusion. Bob was 
roundly thanked generally and 
especially praised for his 
inclusion of color in the 
publication. 

President Barry mentioned 
one item that did not appear in the 
publication: Bob and Thelma 
Perkins have granted an easement 
to the Green Mountain Club for a 
section of the Canty Trail that is 
part of their family’s property. 

Deb Waggett was thanked 
again for her service in generating 
the Section’s webpage the new 
address for which is: 

web.niac.com/gmckiUington. 

Herb Ogden. Trails and 
Shelters Chair, reported on 
various shelters: 

• Minerva Hinchey Shelter 

was significantly improved last 
year but still needs new front 
steps. 

• Mill River suspension 
bridge area is still hard to 
maintain because of the illegal 
camping and partying that occurs 
there. Overlapping official 
jurisdictions make the policing 
more difficult. 

• Gov. Clement Shelter is 
still being abused, most recently 


with journal entries from the last 
hiking season indicating that a 
through hiker was beaten by 
several people who had driven to 
the shelter. There is some good 
news. On town meeting day the 
voters of Shrewsbury approved an 
advisory ballot item calling for 
abandonment of the town 
highway leading to the shelter so 
that the Forest Service can erect a 
gate to keep Governor Clement 
from being razed. However, only 
the Town Selectmen can 
authorize discontinuance of a 
town highway, after a public 
warning and hearing. This 
process will probably play out in 
the months ahead; the outcome is 
unknown at this time. If the 
Forest Service is unable to gate 
the road during the summer to 
help insure hiker safety, it is 
expected that Governor Clement 
will be demolished. 

• Little Killington Shelter 

will not be constructed this year 
primarily for lack of funds but 
also because of the uncertainty 
surrounding the Governor 
Clement shelter. 

• Cooper Lodge will be 

demolished because of misuse; 
the foundation will be retained as 
a memorial. 

• Pico Camp is now in 
good shape but if the new owners 
of the Killington ski resort decide 
to create the long proposed inter- 
connect between Killington and 
Pico, the shelter could be lost for 
being physically in the way. 

Herb has been informed that 
a group of about 20 local General 
Electric employees want to do 
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volunteer trail construction this 
summer. A bridge over Gould 
Brook is under consideration. 

Tom Copps reported on the 
first year's activity of the Long 
Trail in Bits and Pieces Project. 
Most participants have completed 
nine of the 29 sections in the 
project totaling 94 miles mostly in 
hikes near Rutland. Most sections 
are of ten to 1 1 miles in length, 
nearly twice the length of 
Killington Section’s weekly 
hikes. All are welcome. 

Lynda Hutchins reported on 
her attendance at the latest parent 
club meeting held on 24 March. 

John Hale reported on the 
parent club's Second Century 
Finance Campaign as it will be 
supported by our Section. John, 
Lynda Hutchins and Steve 
Williams are the committee which 
will reach out to club members in 
our area asking for contributions. 


More than $3,000,000 of the 
$5,250,000 expected in the 
Campaign has already been 

raised. 

Upcoming Events: This 

year’s GMC’ Annual Meeting will 
be held at 1 lildene in Manchester 
on 8 - 10 June. 

• The Rutland Area 
Physical Activity Committee 
(RAPAC) has asked our Section 
to join them in offering weekly 
articles to the Rutland Herald 
newspaper. 

• The first annual Long 
Trail Festival will be held at the 
Rutland Fairgrounds on August 
17-20. Much fun is expected for 
all. The webpage is: 

www.lonfitrailfestivalvt.conK 

• It is not too early to begin 
thinking about the ATC’s 
Biennial Meeting to be held at 
the campus of Castleton State 
College in July of 2009. 


• I he Green Mountain 
Club Centennial is also in the 
offing coming up in the year 
2010. 

President Barry opened the 
meeting to nominations for 
Board Members for terms to end 
in 2010. John Hale, Lynda 
Hutchens, and Cindy Taylor- 
Miller were nominated, seconded 
and unanimously approved: 

The full Board then met in closed 
session and elected the following 
officers for the coming year: 

Barry Griffith President 

Barbara Griffith. Vice President 
John 1 lale... Secretary /Treasurer 

The next Board meeting 

date was set for 6 pm on Tuesday 
19 June at the Back Home Again 
Cafe. 

The meeting was adjourned 
at about 8:00 pm 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 


Individual $35 ADDRESS: 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a PHONE: 
higher level. 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 


I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to Killington Section, GMC and mail with this application to: 


John Hale, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
P. O. Box 506 
Castleton, VT 05735 


1 

A 




LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 



Long Trail Festival Big Success 

Hats off to killington Section members Cathy and 
Wayne krevetski! Last year when they broached their idea 
for a Long Trail Festival almost everyone offered mild 
encouragement but many privately feared low attendance and 
an embarrassing failure. Alter all, this is Rutland. Vermont, 
not a well known trail town like Damascus. Virginia whose 
Trail Days Celebration was the krevetskis' inspiration. 

Well, the estimated 1.000 attendees proved the 
doubters wrong. 



Festival goers relaxing on the green 


Hopeful Signs for Gov. Clement 

The Shrewsbury select board recently held a public 
hearing and a visit to the site proposed for the gate on the road 
to Governor Clement Shelter. Although no official action was 
taken, it appears that the selectmen are heeding their 
constituents who. in a nonbinding but substantial majority 
vote, have said that they want to save the shelter. 

The discussion has progressed from whether the road 
should be gated to the resolution of a number of details such 
as who should hold title to the road, who should pay for the 
gate and parkins; urea, and the dates when the gate should be 
locked and unlocked. 

Another public hearing is scheduled for 6:00 PM on 
1 9 September at the Shrewsbury tow n clerk's office. 


Pot Luck to Feature Yukon Trip 

The killington Section’s annual fall pot luck supper 
wili take place at 6:00 PM on Saturday 10 November at the 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in 
Rutland. Members and nonmembers alike are invited to 
attend. Bring a plate, utensils, and a dish to share. 

Following supper Paul Houchens of the Burlington 
Section will present a siide show of the Yukon River canoe 
trip that he and live other GMCers, including our own Lynda 
Hutchins, took last year. 
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GMCers heading north 


Here’s what Paul has to say: 

"There are strange things done in the midnight sun..." 
These famous words by poet Robert Service. The Bard of the 
North, inspired a group of six GMCers to trek northward last 
summer to discover the allure of the northern summer. 
Following the footsteps of the Stampeders in the klondike 
Gold Rush of 1898, the group climbed the infamous Chilkoot 
Pass from Alaska into Canada and then boarded canoes for the 
550-mile journey down the Yukon River to Dawson City. 
Under almost perpetual daylight they paddled through Miles 
Canyon, camped on the "marge of Lake Labarge." shot the 
Five Finger Rapids, explored abandoned settlements and 
panned for gold on Bonanza Creek in the klondike Valley. 
Did they strike it rich? Well they do have a wealth of stories to 
tell! 
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Remembering Al and Bill 

The Killington section lost two of its long-time and most 
dedicated leaders this summer with the deaths of Al Pulling and 
Bill Robichaud, eaeh in his early eighties. Al and Bill had 
contrasting personalities but they shared a common devotion to the 
outdoors and to the Long Trail in particular. 

Gregarious Al served as a Section Director and Treasurer 
for many years, alternating the jobs with his wife Roma when 
term-limit rules came into play. Al and Roma led hikes in all 
seasons over the years including their popular annual winter 
snowshoe trek and hotdog roast. As a sideline, Al transported long- 
distance AT and LT hikers around the state and was an expert on 
locating all the trailheads. On a wall of their home Al and Roma 
had a huge map of Vermont with photos of (I think) every Long 
Trail shelter. They had visited and photographed them all. 

Independent Bill also served as a Section Director but 
meetings, committee work, and group outings were not his things. 
He was happiest in the woods, especially with a pair of toppers in 
one hand and a hoe in the other. Bill turned out for almost every 
scheduled work party and no one knows how many days he went 
out alone, or with anyone he could recruit, to clear waterbars and 
blowdowns. Bill was our official Sector Checker for Long Trail 
from Cooper Lodge to Tucker-Johnson Shelter and was a key 
participant in the major relocations on the west side of Pico and 
over Bear Mountain. As a GMC Corridor Monitor Bill spent hours 
tramping off-trail to help ensure the integrity of our protected 
lands. 

The Killington Section is fortunate to have had leaders like 
Al and Bill. We send our condolences to their families. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 402-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale. 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293. john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuadc. 2 Jan Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701. 775-5104. andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindy Tnylor-Millcr. 337 Last St.. Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0. (W)774-2200. 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184. RobcrtPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggctl. 2 1 Academy St.. Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Paw let. VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sovcr.net 


Smoke <£ Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" * Andrea McQuade 

" "Roma Pulling 

2010 "John Hale 

" "Lynda Hutchins 


" “"Cindy Tay lor-Miller 

"Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

frails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda I lutchins 

Alternate Alfred Pulling 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 
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Bits and Pieces End-to-Enders Still Going Strong 


Kelly Stand Road to 
Old Rootville Road 

23 June 2007. Leg 1 1 
By Steve Williams 

While six participants had 
been expected until 0.00 I'M. the 
night before, this number was 
suddenly halved, to lorn Copps. 
Cindy Oas-kirk and Steve 
Williams. However, as the 
weather forecast was promising 
(and eventually proven correct) 
and the minimum of two cars 
available was met. the outing 
proceeded. The threesome met at 
Zoey's in Manchester and 
proceeded to leave Steve’s Jeep at 
the lower end of the Old Rootville 
Road whereupon Cindy drove the 
approximately 22 miles to the 
trailhcad on the Kelly Stand Road 
for a l >:50 am start. 

Two and a quarter hours. 3.8 
miles and 2000 feet of elevation 
gain sav\ the party atop Stratton 
Mountain. At about three-fourths 
of the way up Tom’s illusion of 


seeing the lookout tower at the 
summit is believed to be the 
triumph of hope over reality. 
However, at the summit, a climb 
up the tower was very 
worthwhile, even if a chilly 
experience because of the wind. 
With Killington. Somerset 
Reservoir. Ascutney and the 
Adirondacks all in sight it was a 
line place to be. The group had an 
interesting chat with the GMC 
caretaker on duty who told of the 
one week's training new 
caretakers receive, covering all 
aspects of their jobs: care of 
facilities, interaction with visitors, 
first aid. rescue operations and the 
management of composting 
privies. Any takers? 

On to Stratton Pond, a 
relatively easy, mostly downhill. 
3.2 miles with the pond providing 
a picturesque lunching spot. From 
Stratton Pond to Prospect Rock is 
5.7 miles of nothing in particular 
(except for a line new bridge at 


the entry point to the Lye Brook 
wilderness) but which does very 
adequately meet the Long Trail 
description of “A Footpath in the 
Wilderness". Approximately half 
a mile before Prospect Rock, the 
trail comes out on a surprisingly 
smooth and well groomed 
extension of the Old Rootville 
Road. It was in such great shape 
in fact that we met a through 
hiker who had previously passed 
us coming back because he 
thought that he must have missed 
a turnoff somewhere. 

Prospect Rock, with its line 
view of Manchester, was a 
welcome rest spot before the 
rigors of the 1 .8 mile descent of 
the Old Rootville Road. Sounds 
easy, but with a number of steep 
stretches, a rough surface, and 
knees feeling the effect of the 
previous miles, the last stretch is a 
good one to have behind you. 

All in all. a tine day out. 


Middlebury Gap to 
Emily Proctor Shelter 

7 July 2007. Leg 12 
By Allison Norton 

The participants for our hike 
included Allison Norton, Tom 
Copps. Steve Williams. Lynda 
Hutchens. Cindy kirk. Rich 
Brown, and I .indy Brown. Our 
day started out bright and sunny 
and we were in great spirits as we 
crossed Route 125 and began a 
steep climb up the trail, entering 
the Breadloaf Wilderness. We 
were very chatty and conversation 
topics included the weather. 


small-engine aircraft, and privy 
etiquette. Soon, however, not a 
word was spoken as we 
proceeded to sneak past the 
turnolT to the Silent Cliff trail 
(Shhh!). We continued to climb 
and you could actually see that we 
were on a ridgeline as we hiked, 
with the land dropping off on 
either side of us. After a few 
miles we reached Boyce Shelter. 
When the guide says. '“On the 
trail." they aren't kidding. It 
looks like someone just dropped it 
right in the middle of the trail. I 
expected to see the Wicked 


Witch’s feet sticking out from 
under it! We were on the long 
green tunnel, though, not the 
yellow brick road, so after a short 
break for snacks and a few really 
great photos we were off again. 

Leaving the shelter, the trail 
seemed tricky to find at first but 
we found it. We came to some 
really old log puncheon that was 
very, very, slippery. After that 
we chose to go around the log 
puncheons when we came to them 
rather than trying to use them. 
We made sure to step right in the 
mud. rather than widening the 
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muddy sections, of course. For 
the next few miles we went up 
and down along a ridgeline 
through the Breadloaf Wilderness, 
crossing over Mt. Boyce and 
Battel I Mountain (no real views 
from either). We spent most of 
this time looking forward to lunch 
at the next shelter (well, at least I 
did. and a few others kept asking 
how far to our lunch stop!). And. 
as on most hikes, the estimates of 
how faraway we really were from 
our intended lunch spot ranged 
from a lew minutes to a few 
miles. We were very happy when 
we reached the sign for the spur 
trail to Skyline Lodge at Skylight 
Pond. 

Skyline Lodge is a really 
fancy enclosed log shelter. Fancy 
compared to the board lean-tos. 
anyway. It has a front porch, a 
table inside, and two levels of 
sleeping platforms. I have less 
positive things to say about 
Sky light Pond- it is rather muddy 
and weedy. Last year Tom and I 
read in the shelter log that 
someone had seen a six-inch 
leech in the pond! Swimming 
anyone? Leeches or no leeches, 
the pond gave us a great view, so 


LT 

End-to-End 

in Bits & Pieces 

LT 

miles Hiked 


150.8 

LT 

miles To Go 


121.9 


August 2007 


we ate lunch on the porch and 
enjoyed our break. Upon leaving 
the shelter a member from our 
parly said that it seemed longer 
than a tenth of a mile back to the 
LT, and mentioned that a tenth of 
a mile would be 176 yards. I 
bravely suggested that I count 
steps to see. and giant-stepped 
back to the LT! It was 221 steps, 
give or take a few rocks and roots, 
so whoever does the mileage for 
the signs and guidebooks wasn't 
all that far off. 

Leaving the Skylight Pond 
trail we went north on the LT 
continuing our ridge walk. We 
took a short side trail for a 
lookout on Breadloaf Mountain, 
and it really was a lookout (Look 
out!) with a trail that suddenly 
drops off. It was getting windier 
and a little darker, though, so we 
tried not to hang around for too 
long. It started to rain, and just as 
we reached Lmily Proctor Shelter, 
the skies opened and it really 
rained. Rich and Lindy who had 
gotten to the shelter ahead of us 
said they were making lea. but 
unfortunately they were teasing. 
We had to admire the shelter, 
though. It is a cute little log lean- 


to with what is probably a great 
view, although we couldn't see 
anything due to the weather. 

After a longer than usual rest 
at the shelter we roused ourselves 
for the 3.5 mile trek down the 
Emily Proctor Trail to Steve's 
jeep. It was a very slippery hike 
down, especially for the first mile 
or so. with pouring rain and 
dripping rocks, and more than one 
of us ended up on our backs on 
our packs, like turtles. On the way 
down we were marveling that 
we'd be coming back up that 
same trail in a few weeks for our 
next leg! At some point on the 
way down, a new tradition 
(maybe!) was begun. Steve 
suggested that we make bets on 
when we'd be back at the car: 
with each person contributing a 
quarter (closest guess takes all). 
Rules were discussed, including: 
1 . Everyone has to be off the trail 
and at the car for it to be official: 
and 2. No fair purposely dawdling 
or hurrying so your time wins. I 
don't remember what the winning 
time was. but Rich was the 
winner, and he commented that 
with his winnings he'd be able to 
buy half a gallon of gas. 



The End-to-End Gang takes a break at Boyce Shelter . 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2007 

Visil our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

8 September, Saturday North Pond, Chittenden Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Climb the ridge above the reservoir to a remote, high elevation beaver pond on what was once the main 
route to Pittsfield. Keep an eye out for moose which frequent the area and enjoy views of the lake and 
mountains. 

Difficult. 9 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the lire station at 9:00 AM. 

| Rain date September 9. | 

15 September, Saturday Senior Shuffle - Mount Independence Roma Pulling,773-6997 

Bring supper and a musical instrument if you have one for a sing-along in the sunset at historic Mount 
Independence. 

Easy. 2 miles. _ 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 5:00 PM. 

22 September, Saturday Mystery Bike Ride Joan Davidson & Bill Holt, 537-4227 

Explore back roads. 

Moderate 

Call leaders for details and for meeting time and place. 

23 September, Sunday Gilmore Pond, Bristol Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

I like into the Bristol Cliffs Wilderness. 

Easy to moderate. 3 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the lire station at 9:00 AM. 

29 September, Saturday Killington Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Follow the Long/Appalachian Trial from Governor Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury to Cooper Lodge on 
Killington Peak then down the Bucklin Trail. Optional climb to the 424 1 -foot summit if time and 
weather permit. 

Difficult. 8 miles. Elevation gain of 2391 feet. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 8:30 AM. 

[Rain date: September 30. | 

7 October, Sunday Bird Mountain, Castlcton Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

We’ll hike for the views. Steep climb at the end and some bushwhacking, so bring sturdy shoes, lunch 
and a sense for history. 

Moderate. 3 to 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 


Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2007 

Schedule continued from previous page 


13 October, Saturday Little River, Watcrbury Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

I listory hike on a loop trail passing various sites, cellar holes and cemeteries that dale baek to the 1 700s 
v\hen farms and mills thrived in the area. State Park fee required 
Moderate. 3 to 4 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

20 October, Saturday Griffith Lake, Mount Tabor Sue Thomas,773-2185 

A gentle climb on an old forest road, the Old Job Trail, which meets the Long/Appalachian Trail at 
pretty Griffith Lake. We'll continue on to Peru Peak Shelter for lunch. 

Moderate. 8 to 9 miles. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

| Rain date: October 2 1. 1 

27 October, Saturday Deer Leap Overlook, Killington Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Climb to a rocky overlook with beautiful views. A few steep pitches. Loop via the Long/Appalachian 
frail. 

Moderate. 3 to 4 miles. Elevation gain of 800 feet. 

3 November, Saturday Work Party Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

I lelp us put the trail "to bed" for the winter by clearing out water bars, removing downed trees, and 
repairing the shelters. It's a fun way to contribute to a great local resource. Bring sturdy shoes, work 
gloves, and lunch. Tools provided. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 9:00 AM. 

10 November, Saturday Annual Fall Potluck Supper Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Join us for our annual fall potluck and a slide program on Alaska. Bring plates, utensils, and a dish to 
share. Nonmembers welcome! 

Meet and eat at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in Rutland at 6:00 PM. 

25 November, Sunday Great Hawk Colony, Rochester Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310 

A safe road walk, partly paved and partly smooth dirt, and lined with "NO HUNTING" signs. This is a 
joint trip with the Bread loaf Section. 

Easy. 4.4 miles. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

I December, Saturday Crow n Point Road, Proctor Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Follow along the route of the historic military road, past the homesite on Tory sympathizer Roger 
Stevens and several cellar holes. 

Easy. 

Leave from Rutland's Main Street Park near the east end of the fire station at 10:00 AM. 

8 December, Saturday Cook Mountain, Ticondcroga, NY Allison Norton, 775-1627 

Views Lake George and the Champlain Valley from the top of the Longue Mountain range. I like, or 
snowshoe if winter comes early this year. 

Easy hike or moderate snowshoe. 4 miles. Elevation gain of 900 feet. 


I 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting 


By John I laic. Secretary 

The Killington Section Board of 
Directors met on 19 June 2007 at 
the Back Home Again Cafe in 
Rutland. I he meeting was called 
to order by President Barry at 
about 6:00 I’M. 

Attendance 

Board members present: 

Barry Griffith. President. 

Barbara Griffith. Vice President. 
John I lale. Secretary /Treasurer. 
Lynda I lutchins, and 
Andrea McQuade. 

Also present: Lditor Bob Perkins. 

A Loss 

A great sadness and sense of loss 
came over the Board when we 
learned that Al Pulling, long-time 
member and former Treasurer, 
passed away yesterday. The 
Board paused in silent 
remembrance of this line man. 

Secretary's Minutes 
The Meeting Minutes of the 2007 
Annual Meeting were approved as 
presented. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer John I lale presented the 
Cash Flow Report for the year to 
date showing income of 
$3,068.98 and expenses of 
$801.31. and a Current Balance 
Report showing the general 
account of $6,334.48 and the Kirk 
Fund of $15,725.01. Copies of 
these reports are available from 
the Treasurer. 


John was asked to provide the 
Section's membership numbers 
with the financial statements next 
time and to bring the Killington 
Section Membership List that the 
Main Club provides, to the next 
Board meeting. 

[After Note: According to 

Waterbury’s list, the Killington 
Section has 142 memberships 
with 195 voting members as of 30 
May 2007.| 

Second Century Campaign 

Treasurer Hale presented a 
financial idea lor the Board's 
consideration: that the Killington 
Section make a $15,000 donation 
from the Kirk Fund to the Main 
Club's Second Century 
fundraising campaign. He 
reasons: 

The Kirk Fund is reserved 
for use in maintaining the 
Section's portion of the Long 
Trail; and the Section values the 
Kirk name and has a strong 
interest in preserving the Kirk 
legacy. 

While the Section has 
enjoyed the interest earned on the 
fund (ranging from $300 to $600 
per year), the Section's actual 
expenditures from the Kirk fund 
average only $315 annually over 
the past 1 1 years for standard 
maintenance. [Extraordinarily, the 
Section decided to support the 
Main Club with a $2,000 donation 
for “Bridge material" in fiscal 
2003.] 


An analysis of the Section's 
income and expense over the past 
1 1 years reveals that income from 
dues averages $1,071 and 
standard expenditures average 
$1,018 [The Section was 
extraordinarily assessed $1,472 
by the Main Club in fiscal 1998 
for its share of the main liability 
insurance policy.). We basically 
break even financially each year. 

The Main Club needs 
support now for the Second 
Century campaign and offers to 
recognize the endowment of a 
shelter by name in the Long frail 
Guide, Annual Report, website 
and at Club Headquarters and 
promises a good faith effort to 
continue donor acknowledgment 
in perpetuity. 

The Kirk Fund balances 
currently stand at $15,725.01 in 
the Section's accounts at Key 
Bank; and the General Fund 
balances stand at $6,334.48. 

* John feels that by means 
of this suggested donation, the 
Kirk funds would be spent on trail 
maintenance per the Kirk 
mandate; the Kirk name would be 
remembered in posterity; the 
Main Club would begin to 
actively use the funds for trail and 
shelter maintenance as part of the 
Second Century campaign; and 
the ongoing work of the 
Killington Section would not be 
negatively impacted. 

A general discussion ensued: 
Could the new Little Killington 
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shelter be endowed in this way? 
Should the general membership 
be asked lor input? For approval? 
Do the By-Laws authorize the 
Board of Directors to make 
decisions of this type? Can the 
Kirk funds principal be 
distributed or rather only the 
interest? President Barry offered 
to speak with Herb Ogden about 
these last two issues. John hoped 
that a decision could be made 
before the end of this year, and 
the Board agreed to discuss the 
suggestion again at its next 
meeting in September. 

Clement Shelter 

Ihe Governor Clement Shelter 
saga continues. The Shrewsbury 
Selectmen will visit the site 
personally in the next few days 
and appear ready to decide 
whether the town will “throw up" 
the road, allowing it to be gated. 
There is some reason for 
optimism. I lie US f orest Service 
requires a decision from the town 
by the end of this summer. 

CMC’ Directors Meeting 

Lynda presented her minutes of 
the Main Club's Board of 
Directors meeting held at Hildcnc 
in Manchester on 9 June. Her 
written report is available from 


Secretary' Hale. 

Trails and Shelters 
The Trails and Shelters work 
parties have been successful so far 
this summer. 

Smoke & Blazes 
Bob Perkins reported that the 
Smoke and Blazes newsletter 
continues to do well. He noted 
that he is using one folded folio 
sized piece of paper now rather 
than separate stapled sheets. 
President Barry opined that ours 
is far and away the best newsletter 
produced by any of the GMC 
sections. 

Nov GMC Logo 
Lynda presented the two options 
for a new section logo offered by 
the Main Club for our 
consideration and choice. 
Unanimously, the Board chose 
Alternative B in which the word 
“Vermont" continues to appear in 
the bottom arch of the circular 
logo and in which the word 
“Killington" appears outside and 
directly below the circular logo. 
Lynda will report our decision. 

Long Trail Festival 

Everyone was reminded that the 
Long Trail Festival will be held 
on 1 7-20 August. Board member 
Wayne Krevetski is looking for 


more hike leaders for that Sunday. 

Potluck Dinner 

I he Fall Potluck Dinner is to be 
scheduled for either November 
17 lh or 1 0 th in that order of 
preference. The date will be 
finalized after Lynda speaks with 
prospective guest speaker Paul 
Houchens about his availability. 
Paul has a line presentation on the 
Yukon and a particular 
hiking/kayaking trip taken by 
GMC members last year. 

Sympathy 

There was a discussion about 
using Section funds for a 
remembrance for Al Pulling. The 
general consensus was that were 
Al himself involved in the 
discussion, he would vote against 
such an expenditure on the 
grounds that it would be a 
dangerous precedent. We all 
agreed that individual expressions 
of sympathy would be most 
meaningful. 

Next Board Meeting 

The next Board meeting will be at 
6 pm. Tuesday 16 October at 6 pm 
at the Back I lome Cafe. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:00 PM. 


Thundering Brook Relocation on the AT Nears Completion 



VYCC and GMC crews putting finishing touches on the wheelchair-accessible relo near River Road 
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Notes from the Road 



By Cindy Taylor-Miller 

[In the May issue ire left Mrs. dorp in Baker. OR 
on her trans-continental hike ride. Ed. ] 

Twisp, IV A, June 13: Hello all. I reached the 
Pacific Ocean at Florence OR on June 7. So far 
4.086 miles and I'm riding back to Vermont via the 
Northern Tier. Currently I'm in Twisp Washington. 
Long day. % miles of which 50 were all uphill over 
the Northern Cascades. I don't have much time on 
this computer and they're closing the library. 


Mrs. Gorp and her biking companion. Stump 
Thumper, a five-time AT through hiker. 

WiUiston, A ID, June 28 : Bucked strong headwinds 
to reach the MT/ND border this morning. I feel 
cursed. First I had three Hat tires in five days in 
Montana and now the winds are blowing strong 
from the East the direction I'm headed. Had two 
great days of westerly tail winds and rode 122 


miles. (m\ 7th Century ), in six and a half hours. 

Saw two wolves this morning before the border and 
a black bear near the Libby Dam in Montana. I'll be 
riding through Canada, taking the most direct route 
home. I'm about a third of the way home! 

Superior, Wl, July 10: Yesterday was the 

100th day on this journey and we rode 101 miles 
from Grand Rapids MN to here to celebrate. Not 
really, it just worked out that way. We got to 
Cloquet MN about 2 PM and decided to keep 
riding. It's a rainy morning here so I'm not leaving 
bright and early. I should be back in Vermont in 
about 3 weeks. Today I hit 6.000 miles! 

Middlebury, VT July 31: Guess it's time to let 
you know that I finished my cross country bike ride 
last week, on Wednesday July 25th in Middlebury. I 
rode to the same bike shop where I bought my 
Cannondale T2000 last winter. It's for sale now. a 
low mileage 2007 model. 

116 days; 6.786 miles; 20 States: I Province; 
and 3 Hats. 

I'm slow ly getting back into the swing of things 
around here in Wallingford. My body is here hut the 
old brain is still on a bike tour. I’ve gone through a 
three-foot pile of unopened mail and thought it was 
time to bring the pool furniture out of the pool 
house. I'm working on the weeds, one perennial bed 
at a time. 

Yesterday. I visited the Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter on the AT/LT and ran into several AT thru 
hikers I know. That was a good diversion and made 
me realize how much I LOVE VERMONT. 

[Cindy went on to say that this winter she'll he 
planning her next long distance hike tour. Ed. / 

I think I'd like to ride the Southern Tier. This 
way I'll have traversed the country three times: once 
across the middle, once across the north, and once 
across the south. 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke <$ Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long frail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: 

Individual $35 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a 
higher level. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 


John Hale, Treasurer 
Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 
P. O. Box 506 
Castleton, VT 05735 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 



LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


► 
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What is the Kirk Fund? - Why Should I Contribute To It? 


By Barry Griffith, Section President 

"Recent Killington Section 
Members sometimes ask ’What is the 
Kirk Fund?* or 'Why should I 
contribute to it?”’ I asked these 
questions after joining the Killington 
Section, and have inquired with 
more purpose since joining the 
Section’s Board of Directors. 
Longtime members were able to 
provide general information, but not 
the specifics. I volunteered to do 
some research. I found the sentence 
quoted above in the January' 1981 
edition of Smoke & Blazes'. I also 
unearthed the information set forth 
below. 

Establishment of the Kirk Fund 
was announced at the Killington 
Section’s 15 January 1977 Annual 
Meeting - more than 30 years ago. 
George Kirk died in 1966, having 
worked as a reporter and editor at the 
Rutland Herald for 57 years. Me was 
also an observer for the Weather 
Service for over 25 years, and was 
reported to be an expert on botany 
and ornithology as well as “all items 
of natural history .’’ Smoke & Blazes 
articles describe him as “an ardent 
Green Mountain Club member” (Jan. 
1977) and as “an active hiker who 
probably climbed Killington more 
than anyone else.” (Oct. 1978) If 
George Kirk held the record, I 
wonder if it has since been eclipsed 
by W. Churchill Scott, Bill 
Robichaud, or others following in 


his footsteps!? 

Dorothy Wyman Kirk (1907- 
1987) was a Radcliffe graduate who 
taught English at Rutland High 
School for many years. Dorothy Kirk 
continued her association with the 
Killington Section following the 
death of her husband and her 
retirement in 1972. The Annual 
Meeting minutes contained in the 
January 1977 issue of Smoke <£ 
Blazes explain the Kirk Fund as 
follows: 

Mrs. Dorothy Kirk 
established a Fund in memory 
of Mr. George L. Kirk with a 
check for $500.00. *** To be 
named the George L. Kirk 
Trails and Shelters Fund of the 
Green Mountain Club, Inc. 
This Fund to be managed by 
the Killington Section and 
when the principal] reaches 
$5,000.00 the % [interest] 
income will be used for 
maintenance. Mrs. Kirk will 
continue to contribute with the 
understanding that the Section 
will do the same. A number of 
methods were discussed: 
voluntary donations at the 
time of paying dues, gifts in 
memory or honor of a person, 
or a small donation on hikes. 

Subsequent Treasurer's reports 
show the Fund steadily growing, 
thanks to the commitment and 
contributions of Dorothy Kirk and 
other Section members. The January 


1981 Smoke & Blazes reported: 

Over the past five years 
Mrs. Kirk has made several 
substantial donations which 
when added to the 
contributions of club members 
presently total $4973.19. After 
reaching our goal of $5,000 
the interest earned will be used 
for the maintenance of our 
section’s trails and shelters. 
With constantly increasing 
expenses... the Kirk Fund is 
vital to enable us to meet our 
responsibilities. 

The October 1981 Smoke dJ 
Blazes reported that the goal had 
been reached “and according to the 
terms of the agreement, interest 
earned will [now] be used for trails 
and shelter maintenance.” 

I have not reviewed our Section 
records for the decades since the 
$5,000 threshold was achieved 26 
years ago. Your Killington Section 
Board of Directors has authorized 
expenditures for trails and shelters 
work, and will continue to do so. 
Thanks to continued donations and 
accrued interest, the Kirk Fund now 
contains more than $ 1 5,000. 

The minutes of the last Section 
Directors' meeting, contained 
elsewhere in this newsletter, reflect 
that the Board recently considered a 
proposal to donate $15,000 from the 
Kirk Fund to the Main Club. I 


Continued on Pane 2 
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Kirk Fund (Continued front Page l ) 


Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" * Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 

2010 *John Hale 

" *Lynda Hutchins 


" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 


believe I speak for your Killington 
Section Directors when I state that 
the decision not to transfer these 
funds to the Main Club intends no 
disrespect to the laudable goals of the 
Second Century Campaign. We 
encourage Killington Section 
members to contribute to the Second 
Century Campaign as they are able. 
Rather, I believe your Directors' 
decision was intended to honor the 
stated terms of the Kirk Fund, and in 
particular the stipulation set forth 
above that the Fund “will be 
managed by the Killington Section.” 


Killington are two which spring to 
mind. The Board expressed its 
willingness to expend Fund 
monies on such worthwhile 
projects, while respecting the 
$5,000 reserve and other 
conditions for its management and 
use accepted by the Killington 
Section when the Kirk Fund was 
established. 

I hope this investigation and 
report memorialized in Smoke & 
Blazes will inform a new 
generation of Killington Section 
members about the establishment 
and use of the Kirk Fund. We 
should all be thankful to Dorothy 
Kirk and other past Section 
members for establishment of and 
generous donations to the Kirk 
Fund, which will continue to pay 
dividends as the Green Mountain 
Club and Killington Section enter 
their second century protecting 
and maintaining the lx>nc Trail 


Expenditures for the 
improvement of the trails and 
shelters in our area have been 
approved during my tenure on the 
Board. There will be projects 
needing financial assistance on “our” 
stretch of the Long Trail in the near 
future - Gov. Clement repairs and 
the projected new shelter on Little 


Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate vacancy 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 

Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindv Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773. 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0. <W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Killington Section Board of Directors Meeting 


By John Hale, Secretary 

The Killington Section Board of 
Directors met at the Back Home 
Again Cafe on 23 October. The 
meeting was called to order by 
President Barry Griffith at about 6:00 
PM. 

Attendance:: Board Members: 
Barry Griffith. President 
Barbara Griffith, Vice President 
John Hale. Secretary & Treasurer. 
Lynda Hutchins 
Andrea McQuade 
Steve Williams 
Wayne Krevetski 
Roma Pulling 
Cindy Taylor-Miller 

Guests present: 

Kathy Krevetski 
Herb Ogden 
Bob Perkins 
Thelma Perkins 
Sue Thomas 

Secretary's Report: The 

Minutes of the 19 June Board 
meeting were reviewed and approved 
as presented by Secretary John Hale. 

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer 
John Hale presented the Financial 
Statements dated 10/23/07 which 
reflect Total Assets of $22,535.58; 
Income and Expense for the period 
1/1/07 to 10/23/07 of $3,813.42 and 
$1,069.66 respectively yielding a Net 
Income for the period of $2,743.76. 

Income for the period came 
primarily from Donations of $2,253 
and Membership Dues of $1,255. 
Expenses for the period were 
primarily Newsletter Expenses of 
$381. Hall Rental for our two social 
events and a $500 donation to the 
Main Club regarding the Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter. 

Statewide Club: Lynda 

Hutchins reported on her attendance 
at the Main Club's Board Meeting of 
28 September 2007: 


• The Main Club cash flow is 
running slightly better than last 
year but is still an area of 
concern and various painful 
options are under consideration 
including cutting the share of 
dues given back to Sections 
from 25% to 20%. 

• The Second Century 
fundraising campaign stands at 
about $4,400,000 with $845,000 
to go to the goal. 

• Preparations are underway 
for the new Main Club 
Headquarters building; Act 250 
and other permit applications 
are submitted, a construction bid 
is expected by January, a 
residential wind turbine has 
been donated for education 
purposes, lumber is being 
measured and cut. 

• Two men have been 
arrested and charged with the 
felony count of damaging public 
property. During this summer, 
these men clear cut a 3.000 foot 
long by 60 foot wide section of 
Big Jay (Jay Peak) in an area 
under GMC management by 
deeded easement. The Main 
Club is suing the men for civil 
damages and pursuing other 
punitive action. 

Lynda's full report is available 
from the Secretary. 

Governor Clement Shelter: 

The Governor Clement Shelter saga 
continues. The Town of Shrewsbury 
originally offered to “throw up the 
road" to the shelter so it could be 
closed to vehicular traffic and so shut 
out miscreants. The Town Board of 
Selectmen has since decided to 
downgrade the road to a "trail” 
allowing its entrance to be gated. In 
theory the gate would be locked 
during the summer party months to 
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keep out the vandals and opened in 
the late fall and winter for hunters 
and snowmobilers. The timing of the 
locking/unlocking is still being 
discussed, but this solution appears 
to be workable for all parties. The 
Shelter will likely not have to be torn 
down as a result. 

It was moved, seconded and 
passed that a $100 donation toward 
the Town’s cost of installing the gate 
(which is to be provided free by the 
US Forrest Service) be offered by the 
Killington Section to be 
consummated once the gate is 
actually installed. This gesture is 
meant to encourage the Town and 
indicate the Section’s pleasure at 
their decision. President Griffith will 
write the offer letter. 

Smoke & Blazes: Bob Perkins 
reported that the next Smoke and 
Blazes newsletter will be sent out at 
the end of November and asked that 
reports on hikes be submitted more 
quickly. He was asked if recycled 
paper can be used for our 
publication; Bob will research. 

Kirk Fund: John Hale again 
presented his idea that the Killington 
Section contribute $15,000 of the 
Section's Kirk Fund to the Main 
Club's Second Century campaign. A 
contribution of this size would 
endow a particular Long Trail shelter 
and be recognized by name in the 
Long Trail Guide, the Annual Report 
and website, and at the Main Club 
Fleadquarters. 

John felt that the Kirk funds 
would be spent on trail maintenance 
per the Kirk mandate; that the Kirk 
name would be remembered in 
posterity; that the Main Club would 
begin to actively use the funds for 
trail and shelter maintenance as part 
of the Second Century campaign; 
and that the ongoing work of the 
Killington Section would not be 
negatively impacted. 
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A motion was made and 
seconded that the Board make the 
fall potluck dinner meeting 
scheduled for 10 November an 
official Section meeting; that an 
extraordinary mailing be sent out to 
all Killington Section members 
noticing the meeting and the 
contribution proposal; and that the 
general membership should decide 
the issue. (John offered to pay for the 
extraordinary mailing). 

In active discussion, the 
opposing view held that the original 
intent of the Kirk family donation 
appeared to be to put control of the 
funds in the hands of the Section; 
that the funds could have been given 
to the Main Club but were not; and 
that the Section has an obligation to 
maintain control of the funds as we 
have for the past 30 years. 

The motion was defeated in a 
vote of two Yeas and seven Nays. 

Trails and Shelters: Trails and 
Shelters Chairperson, Herb Ogden, 
asked that the Board consider 
allowing him to represent that the 
Killington Section is willing to 
support upcoming projects in our 
area with substantial financial 
contributions. This would allow him 
better leverage with the Main Club's 
Trail Management Committee in 
having our own project needs set 
higher on the priority list. 

It was moved and seconded that 
the Killington Section should stand 
ready to contribute as much of the 



Steve Williams at Duck Brook 


funds from the Kirk Fund balances 
($15,920.84 as at 10/23/07) as 
necessary to support worthwhile 
projects within the Section's purview 
with the provisos that the Kirk Fund 
balances shall not be drawn down to 
less than $5,000 and that the Section 
Board review and approve all such 
projects before funds be expended. 
The motion was intended to serve the 
dual purpose of supporting Herb in 
his relationship with the Main Club 
and to settle the issue of how the 
Kirk Fund monies may be utilized. 

The motion passed with five 
Yeas, three Nays, and one abstention. 

Outing Publicity: President 

Griffith reported that the Rutland 
Herald has changed its method of 
accepting public notices for 
publication. An electronic filing 
system is now employed and Bob 
Perkins offered to enter information 
about the Section's hikes in that way. 

End-to-End Hike: Steve 

Williams reported that there arc six 
End to End hikers still in the 
program and the last hike of this 
season will be held on 3 November. 

Trailhead Issues: The Route 
103 parking lot and the adjacent 
Clarendon Gorge areas are being 
misused, particularly with trash and 
garbage discards. There is no person 
or organization now responsible for 
policing the area. Herb Ogden will 
bring up the subject at the next Main 
Club Trail Management Committee 



Group at Peru Peak Shelter 
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meeting. One suggestion was to hire 
people on probation from the courts. 

Upcoming Events: Upcoming 
events include the Second Annual 
Long Trail Festival in August of 
2008; the Appalachian Trail 
Conference Biennial celebration in 
July of 2009 (the Killington Section 
contact will be Sue Thomas); and, of 
course the Green Mountain Club 
Centennial in 2010. 

The Education Committee of 
the Main Club sponsors speakers in 
their Taylor Series and on February 
6, 2008, Board member Cindy 
Taylor-Miller will speak about her 
recently completed transcontinental 
bicycle ride. There is no official 
charge for attending the program, but 
any donations collected will accrue 
to the Killington Section. 

The speaker at the 1 0 November 
Fall Potluck Dinner will be Paul 
Houchens who will describe his (and 
Board member Lynda Hutchins’) 
experiences in the Yukon last 
summer. A motion was passed to 
reimburse Mr. Houchens $60 toward 
the cost of his car transportation to 
the meeting. 

Next Board Meeting: The next 
Board meeting will be held on 
Tuesday. 12 February at 6:00 pm at 
the Back Home Again Cafe in 
Rutland. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:39 pm. 



Beaver Work at Bolton Notch 




Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2007 - Feb. 2008 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

1 December, Saturday, 10:00 AM Crow n Point Road, Proctor Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Follow along the route of the historic military road, past the homesite on Tory sympathizer Roger 
Stevens and several cellar holes. 

Easy. 

8 December, Saturday Cook Mountain, Ticonderoga, NY Allison Norton, 775-1627 

Views Lake George and the Champlain Valley from the top of the Tongue Mountain range. Hike, or 
snowshoe if w inter comes early this year. 

Easy hike or moderate snowshoe. 4 miles. Elevation gain of 900 feet. 

16 December, Sunday, 10:00 am The Stegosaurus Bridge, Rutland Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Hike or snowshoe. depending on conditions, to see the new bridge at Pins Hill Park. We’ll meander a bit 
coming back to hit some of the highlights of the park. Note: if snow is insufficient for snowshoes, ice 
creepers may be needed. 

Moderate. 3 to 5 miles. 

5 January , Saturday, 10:00 am High Pond, Sudbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Hike to this pristine preserve owned by the Nature Conservancy. We may do some bushwhacking 
around the pond to explore winter wildlife habitat. Snowshoes may be needed. 

Moderate, 3.5 to 4 miles. 

12 January , Saturday, 8:30 am Mad Tom Brook, East Dorset Larry Walter, 775-3855 

A combination of old forest roads and bushwhacking on a forested ridge. Snowshoes may be needed. 
Difficult, 6 miles. 

19 January, Saturday, 9:00 am Lake George W ild Forest, Dresden, NY Allison Norton, 775-1627 

Snowshoe to remote Lapland Pond or Black Mountain Point, depending on conditions. 

Difficult, 7 to 8 miles. 

27 January', Sunday, Ski-for-Heat Ski-athon, Peru Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

Enjoy a day of skiing at Wild Wings x-country ski area on groomed trails, and raise money to help your 
neighbors stay warm this winter. Call leader for time and place or for more information. 

2 February , Saturday, 9:00 am Merck Forest Ramble, Rupert Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Walk or snowshoe, depending on conditions, through the woods and along old roads in the forest 
preserve. 

Moderate. 4 miles. 

9 February , Saturday, 10:00 am D&H Rail Trail, Rupert Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Cross country' ski along the converted rail bed. Rain date: 2/10. Call leader for conditions. 

Easy. 8 miles. 

Schedule continued on next page. 



Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2007 - Feb. 2008 

Schedule continued from previous page 

16 February, Saturday, 9:30 am Gifford Woods, Killington Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Annual Hot Dog Roast. Celebrate Roma's grandmother's 144th birthday at our annual event. Bring your 
own hot dogs or whatever you want to roast over the campfire. Hot drinks will be provided. Snowshoes 
may be needed. We'll have a short hike to work up an appetite. 

Easy, one-half mile. 

23 February , Saturday Mystery Snowshoe Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Storm date: 2/24. Call leaders for time and place, conditions, and degree of difficulty. 

2 March, Sunday, 10:00 am Woodland Snowshoe Jerry' Parker, 775-6208 

Explore animal tracks and winter signs. May involve some bushwhacking. 

Moderate, 3 miles. 

8/9 March, Saturday/Sunday Merck Forest Winter Weekend, Rupert Viv & Larry' Walter, 775-3855 

Come down for a day hike (or ski or snowshoe, depending on conditions), or spend the night in one of 
the shelters. Fee for overnight stay. Call leaders for details or to make overnight reservations. 


Global Warming? 

A note from our schedule coordinator. Sue Thomas. 773-2185 

After our scheduled trip to the Valcour Island Lighthouse had to be cancelled two years in a row. I’ve decided 
that the way to make the channel freeze over is to not list it in the schedule! I will keep an eye on conditions, 
and if it’s safe enough for the Historical Society to open the lighthouse, we’ll go. It's likely to be the first or 
second Sunday in March. Phone me if you'd like to add your name to the to-be-called list. 


Killington Section Outings Last Winter 



Pond Woods, 27 January 2007 Merck Forest 24 March 20007 
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Sable Mountain Area 

4 August 2007 
By Herb Ogden, leader 

This was going to be a moderate to 
difficult eight mile hike along the flank 
of Mt. Hunger and (yes) Delectable 
Mountain in Stockbridge and Barnard. 
For three reasons, it wasn't. First, the 
forecast was for temperatures around 90 
degrees. Second, I checked out the 
bushwhack part of the route and 
discovered that an old, logged-over area 
that was fairly easy to navigate in April 
had turned into something with such 
lush, high ferns that one had to walk 
very slowly to avoid tripping over the 
logging leftovers that were now hidden 
beneath all the vegetation. Third, part of 
what looked like a nice woodroad walk 
in April was choked with tall nettles. 
After conferring with the other two who 
showed up. I changed the hike to an old 
road walk. I'll put the original on the 
schedule for next spring. 

We drove up Pittsfield's South Hill 
Road from Vt. Route 100 and left the car 
at the height of land. Walking down a 
pretty passable road to the Fletcher 
Brook Road, we passed several cellar 
holes and a nice new camp. We then 
headed north on the Fletcher Brook 
Road, very happy on such a steamy day 
to be in a steep, shady valley with a 
brook at the bottom. Leaving the valley, 
we hiked up the Taggart Hill Road. 
When the grade lessened, we retreated 
up a shady lane to the former J. Taggart 
farm, where we lunched and enjoyed a 
little easterly view. 

Soon after lunch, we turned left 
onto a less used road, where logging had 
created some local views. Quite a ways 
up the road was a rustic year round 
house with lawn ornaments! There were 
also several foundations. As the road 
deteriorated, we finally stopped climbing 
toward Sable Mountain and the road 
took us south to the car. We saw no 
wildlife to speak of but enjoyed the 
relatively cool woods on this hot day. 

On the way home, we toured the 
old cemetery. Some of the stones from 
the early 1800s are beautiful. There's 
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also the gravestone equivalent of yellow 
journalism - the headstone of a deaf 
mute who was "killed by the fall of a 
tree." This was a good place to ponder 
what life was like up there about two 
centuries ago. 

Mount Independence 
Senior Shuffle at Sundown 

1 5 September 2007 
By Roma Pulling, Leader 

Saturday morning was very 
disappointing with dark clouds and 
showers. It didn't seem likely that we 
would ever see the sun set, as we never 
saw it rise. When we left the park at 5:00 
PM, it started to rain again. But at the 
lookout on the Orange Trail at Mt. 
Independence, we saw the most beautiful 
sunset I ever remember. 

Four of us set out on the trail that 
had been "improved" to accommodate 
wheel chairs since our last trip there. 
Still, it seemed long for such 
conveyances with sharp turns, and I was 
glad to be walking. At the new lookout 
we ate our supper and enjoyed the view. 
Returning as dark settled in we needed 
the flashlights that we had stowed in our 
packs. 

Thank you. Sue, Barb, and Charlie, 
for sharing this rewarding experience 
with me. 

Bird Mountain-Poultney 

7 October 2007 
By Barbara Griffith, leader 

We've been to the top of Bird 
Mountain a number of times but we've 
never made the hike up the same way. 
None with us this day had made the trek. 
When we pointed in the general direction 
of the western summit stating that that 
was our destination all that was seen was 
a fog bank. The clouds cloaked the 
mountain and the hikers knew not what 
they were climbing towards. Perhaps the 
mystery spurred them on. 

Our footing was fine as we traveled 
up a well maintained path skirting the 
fields at the base of the mountain. 
Steadily we climbed onto the steep 
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incline that is stoned into the path. Noses 
to the hill we carefully made our way to 
the area between the ridges then winding 
to the southwest. In the time it took us to 
attain the top of the outcrop the fog and 
clouds parted and we were rewarded 
with breath taking views to the valleys 
below. Dinner in a fine restaurant would 
be found wanting after lunch at this 
altitude's panorama. 

Bird Mountain, located in the 
Taconic Range, has a prominent 2216- 
foot rock outcrop. Barry and I gleaned 
some historical information about Bird 
Mountain or Birdseye as some locals call 
it: From the “History of Rutland County” 
one learns that Colonel Bird spent an 
unscheduled night “on the summit of a 
precipitous mountain" circa 1767. Thus 
the name Bird Mountain. Some say he 
woke up and had a “Birdseye View” of 
the panorama below. 



Bird Mountain from the South 


According to their website the 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department 
now oversees the Bird Mountain 
Wildlife Management Area, which has 
1 75 acres in Ira. 115 acres in Castleton 
and 350 acres in Poultney. According to 
the “History of Bird’s Mountain 
Masonic Monument” the Masons erected 
a monument on the top on 27 August 
1886. When the comer stone was laid 
there was a great ceremony with over 
2000 participants. This Masonic 
Monument was later struck and 
demolished by a bolt of lightening. We 
have it from a local mason that many of 
the bricks were retrieved and used in the 
construction of the Castleton Masonic 
Lodge. 
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Little River State Park 

1 3 October 2007 

By Viv & Larry Walter, leaders 

We had a good turn out with 13 
folks eventually joining up. The Little 
River State Park is an 1100-acre tract 
within the Mount Mansfield State Forest 
situated west of Waterbury, VT and 
north of the Waterbury Reservoir. The 
park headquarters closed the weekend 
before, so we hiked an extra mile up the 
hill from the gate to the trail head. This 
little park is a historical gem with many 
cellar holes, graveyards and points of 
interest. A thriving farm and mill 
community existed here from the mid 
1800s into the 1930s. We guessed that 
the total mileage was about five miles. 
Except for the first quarter-mile or so, 
most of the hiking was on an easy grade. 
We managed to see pretty much 
everything and were leaving the old 
Waterbury Last Block Co. Sawmill site 
when it began to drizzle. I then led 
everyone on an errant shortcut (it's 
traditional) before about-facing to our 
warm automobiles. Anyone interested in 
obtaining guide maps to the different 
sites can get one at the park headquarters 
during the summer, or they can give us a 
call. There are several trailside history 
stations with short descriptions of who 
occupied different sites, some tragic and 
some humorous. It’s worth the trip the 
next time you’re in the Waterbury area. 
A clockwise loop would be a nice choice 
if on skis. 


End-to-End in Bits & Pieces 


LT 

End-to-End 

in Bits & Pieces 

LT 

miles Hiked 


150.8 

LT 

miles To Go 


121.9 
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Lincoln Gap to Appalachia Gap 

4 August 2007, Leg 14 

By Cindy Oas-Kirk 

Lindy Brown, Tom Copps, Allison 
Norton, Cindy Oas-Kirk, and Dorothy 
Sullivan hiked the 11.6 miles over this 
very interesting section of the Long 
Trail. We set in at 8:45 AM and emerged 
at 6:15 PM. I don’t think there was a 
winner of the "Time Out” contest. Most 
guesses were between 4:30 and 7:00 PM. 
Who guessed 7:00 PM? And was that a 
second guess? 

The weather was perfect. We did 
have to add a layer atop Mt. Abraham as 
we sat having a snack. It was crowded 
on Mt. Abe that day. The caretaker was 
very helpful, pointing out various peaks 
including Camel’s Hump (where we will 
be hiking on the next leg of our Bits & 
Pieces project). Killington, and some of 
the Adirondacks, and Whites. It never 
ceases to amaze me how the mileage 
shrinks when viewed from the mountain 
tops. This section of the Long Trail 
offers boulder scrambling, rocky terrain, 
softwood northern forest, and three ski 
areas - some runs look very formidable 
without snow. There are also many 
fabulous lookouts. 

An interesting find along the way 
was the access to the Theron Dean 
Shelter via a side trail and/or a cave. 
Another factoid is that the Long Trail 
from Lincoln Gap to the Winooski River 
is called "The Monroe Skyline". In the 
1930s there had been a plan to build a 
highway along this section but it was 
voted down. 

For peak baggers, we did summit 
two of Vermont’s five 4,000-foot peaks: 
Mt. Abe and Mount Ellen. 

Vermont Route 9 to 
Kelley Stand Road 

22/23 September 2007, Leg 16 
By Steve Williams 

All six "regulars”, meaning Rich 
and Lindy Brown. Tom Copps, Allison 
Norton, Cindy Oas-Kirk and Steve 
Williams were available for this hike, so 
far the only one where an overnight was 
undertaken. Originally the idea had been 
to undertake it in two legs, with the 
breakpoint being access to the ridge via a 
forest road (by Jeep) followed by a 
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stretch on a skimobile trail (on foot), 
which access had been surveyed by 
Steve and Tom. However, discussion of 
the time required and the associated 
logistics led to the decision to overnight 
at the Goddard Shelter, 0.3 miles short of 
Glastenbury Peak. 

The day was great and. with the 
help of early starts by all for the trip to 
leave two vehicles at the Kelley Stand 
Road trailhead, the group left the Route 
9 trailhead shortly before 8.00 AM. The 
trail was easier than the mid-state 
locations which had been the subject of 
other recent "End to End” hikes and was 
also without any bugs (which, earlier in 
the season are a plague in the area). The 
party reached the Goddard Shelter in mid 
afternoon, left gear there and went on to 
the summit to view the surrounding area 
from the fire tower. This was a good 
move, as on Saturday afternoon humidity 
was low and the view good, as opposed 
to the next morning when the reverse 
applied. A spectacular coverage of green 
meets the eye from East to West and 
North to South, from the Adirondacks to 
New Hampshire and from Stratton and 
Mount Snow to Massachusetts. 

It was the writer’s first encounter 
with freeze dried foods, but the beef 
stroganoff and noodles proved to be 
splendidly filling, and were followed by 
an ice cream sandwich (in the usual 
chocolate biscuits), for which saliva 
provided the hydration. Ingenious, and 
definitely recognizable as ice cream even 
if not first choice in comparison with, 
say, Ben and Jerry ’s. Tom and Rich were 
purists and set up tent near the peak (see 
below): the remaining four settled for the 
comforts of the shelter which we had to 
ourselves. Initially the wind and the 
early "heads down" time of 8.00 PM 
were deterrents to sleep, but eventually 
the rigors of the day overcame both. 

On Sunday morning two 
unaccompanied fine looking hounds 
appeared, of which more below. 

Now, some vignettes from the 
party: 

• Lindy Brown: "My favorite 
part was waking up Sunday morning in 
the shelter on Glastenbury Mountain to 
very chilly temperatures. After breakfast 
we hiked 4.1 miles to Kid Gore Shelter 
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for our first lunch of the day. It was so 
beautiful there. We sat in the sunshine 
looking out at gorgeous foliage and a 
body of water. I wanted to spend the day 
but they told me we had a few more 
miles to go! Later in the day at our next 
lunch (adequate food being an essential 
of longer distance hiking) we met a 
couple that had spent the night at Kid 
Gore. They had had a moose walk right 
by the shelter that morning”. 

• Tom Copps: "Soon after Rich 
and I pitched our tents at the top of 
Glastenbury and crawled in for the night 
I was awoken by running animals racing 
closely around his tent. I was concerned. 
What could they be? Bears? No. too fast. 
Raccoons? Again no. Coyotes? Maybe. 
On about lap ten the second one 
whimpered to the front-runner and the 
mystery was explained. They were 
hounds out on their own. They spent the 
whole night chasing around the top of 
the mountain annoying us. Two hikers 
who were sleeping without even tents on 
the top of the mountain were also the 
target of rambunctious nocturnal 
carousing and got little sleep. However, 
they probably diverted attention from 
Rich and me, allowing for a comfortable 
nights sleep after all" 

• Allison Norton: “I have to say 
I was thrilled when we got to the 
trailhead at Route 9, because I had 
looked forward to this trip all spring and 
summer! I second the previous 
comments that we found this hike to be 
easier than some of the other LTETE 
trips further north. A particular feature 
of the trip that was especially nice was 
the “mauve squad" which consists of 
Cindy, Lindy, and me, all with similar 
shades of backpack, and sometimes 
hiking as a trio. One of the main things I 
remember from the first day is that we 
were never really sure where we were, or 
how far from our campsite, because 
there were no signs and few landmarks! 

I think we were all surprised when we 
got to Goddard Shelter as soon as we 
did. I also insist on including the 
following useful tidbit of information: on 
the first day we passed two HUGE piles 
of bear scat right on the trail. Also on 
the first day, as we got closer to the 
shelter, we came across two young guys 
who were obviously hiking faster than us 


and were taking a break. They caught up 
toward the “mauve squad," as we were 
hiking together at the time, and we 
discussed holding them up somehow so 
we could get to the shelter first. I 
considered holding my hiking pole out to 
the sides like a balance pole. But when 
we talked to them, they mentioned that 
they were going to just sleep on the 
ground without tents, and we relaxed a 
little. The shelter was beautiful and clean 
with a nice porch, which provided a 
psychological if not physical barrier to 
roving wildlife. And, the second day 
was pretty much a slow, gradual 
downhill all day with only a few minor 
uphills. Like everyone else, I was 
surprised and excited to see Sue and 
Barry at Story Spring. Seeing those two, 
coupled with running into Pooh Bear and 
Happy Tails (see below), resulted in a 
noisy, excited reunion of sorts at the 
shelter, much to the surprise of some 
other hikers who said they hadn’t seen 
people in days!” 

• Cindy Oas-Kirk: “As we 
came into Story Spring Sheller-our last 
stop along this division of the Long 
Trail, 1 thought I was seeing things. But 
no— indeed, there was Sue Thomas and 
Barry Griffith approaching from the 
North with treats of bottled water, 
cookies and stories of the "Glastenbury 
Triangle". WOW!! How thoughtful!! 
We learned there is a history of 
mysterious disappearances on this 
section of the Long Trail. Yes, we were 
all accounted for and pleased to learn 
this on our way out. The last four miles 
seemed easy as we moved right along 
chattering with our welcoming party” 

• Steve Williams: “Also at 

Story Spring Shelter were Pooh Bear and 
Happy Tails, previously met in mid-state 
and still looking remarkably trim and 
enthusiastic as they made their way to 
the Massachusetts border. (As trail 
names do not give much away about 
their owners, let’s add that Pooh Bear 
was an attractive woman with many 
years of youthful advantage compared to 
the more mature members of our own 
party, while Happy Tails was a Nova 
Scotia Duck Toller Retriever. Not too 
may of these out on the trails).” 

Before the final stretch. Forest 
Service Route 71 to Kelley Stand Road, 


the party met a man and his (presumed) 
daughter who were looking for two 
hounds which, from their description, 
were the two described by Tom above, 
and last seen by the searchers the 
previous day. After some discussion 
about missing canines, it emerged that 
there were two missing bipeds also, but 
these appeared to be of less concern. The 
Glastenbury Triangle strikes again? 

The hike concluded at about 5.00 
PM. with a feeling of satisfaction by all at 
having conquered the longest continuous 
roadless section of the Long Trail. 

Duxbury Road to 
Bolton Notch Road 

3 November 2007. Leg 1 8 
By Lindy Brown 

Come along with us as this is a trail 
of three men and a lady! On Saturday 
Steve Williams, Tom Copps, and 
Richard and Lindy Brown hiked the 
Long Trail from Duxbury Road to 
Bolton Notch Road. Steve and Tom were 
to meet us in Jonesville at 8:00 AM. We 
arrived in Jonesville, looked in our rear 
view mirror, and there they were at 8:00 
AM. How's that for coordination? 

We started hiking at 8:35 AM on a 
very cold day; frost was still on the 
grass. Tom thought we needed to jog. 
Well, Steve soon put an end to that idea! 
We paused for a photo opportunity under 
the I 89 overpass as this marked a 
milestone in our 8.2-mile journey. 

The wind was really whipping at 
Duck Brook Shelter where we stopped 
briefly for a chilly lunch at 1 1 :00 AM. In 
the afternoon we had a few outlooks and 
then time for another snack at the 1 680- 
foot height-of-land. 

We were fascinated by the beaver 
pond and by all the fresh work the busy 
animals have been doing. Tom took a 
picture of a tree being held up only by an 
inch of wood remaining in its center. 
After a little difficulty crossing the final 
brook, we arrived at the car at 1:45 PM. 
We stopped for tea and HUGE brownies 
on the way home. 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: 

Individual $35 

Family $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a 
higher level 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section's maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


NAME: 

ADDRESS 


PHONE 

E-MAIL: 


8ob Perkins. Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
Maintenance Endowed 



Mrs. Gorp: On 
the Road Again 

[Killington Section Director, 
shelter adopter, and AT End-lo 
Ender, Cindy Taylor-Miller, (a.k.a 
Mrs. Gorp), who last summer 
bicycled across the country and 
buck, provided the following 
update.] 

Once again I’ll be riding across 
the country on my bicycle. This 
time the route I'll follow is called 
the "Southern Tier", as it traverses 
3,159 miles through the states of 
California. Arizona, New Mexico, 
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Florida. I'll begin 
this adventure at the Pacific Ocean 
in San Diego, CA and ride east to 
the Atlantic Ocean 

I'll have a bit of climbing to do 
to get out of San Diego before I 
spill out into the desert near In-ko- 
pah Pass. This route is best ridden 
before it gets too hot. That is why 
I'm making this my end of February 
get-a-way from the snow ride. 

I will reach the route's highest 
point at Emory Pass, 8,228 feet in 
New Mexico. Once I ride out the 
Texas hill country the route should 
"flatten out" as I pedal through the 
bayous and farmlands of the Gulf 
Coast and reach the Atlantic Ocean 
in Florida. 

I hope to be back in Vermont 
near the first of May, just in time 
for black fly and mud season! 


By Cindy Taylor Miller 

Smoke & Blazes has been 
informed that the future 
maintenance of Minerva Hinchey 
Shelter has been permanently 
endowed through a generous 
Second Century Campaign 
contribution from Scott and Deb 
Livingston of Bolton, Connecticut. 

Scott Livingston is President 
and CEO of Horst Engineering , a 
61 year old manufacturer of 
precision machined components for 
aerospace and other high 
technology industries. 

The Livingstons both are 
competitive endurance athletes, and 


completed a thirteen day End-to- 
End of the Long Trail in 2005. 
Their Long Trail hike was 
chronicled in the June 2006 issue of 
the Appalachian Mountain Club's 
Appalachia. When asked why they 
chose Minerva Hinchey Shelter, 
Deb said, "I lived in Mendon and 
taught snowboarding at Killington 
for many years. I feel a closeness to 
that area because of that." 

The Killington Section is 
thankful for generous people like 
the Livingstons who have the 
ability to ensure the future of one 
of the seven shelters within our 
section. 
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Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2008 * Barbara Griffith 

" Barry Griffith 

" * Steve Williams 

2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" * Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 

2010 *John Hale 

" *Lynda Hutchins 


" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Barbara Griffith 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate vacancy 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Section Directors to Meet 

It's not often that a Killington Section event is postponed 
because of our fickle Vermont weather but it happened in 
February, not to an outing but to the regular quarterly meeting of 
the Section Board of Directors. President Barry Griffith has 
rescheduled the meeting for 

6:00 -AM Tuesday 25 March 
at the Back Home Again Cafe 
on Center Street in beautiful downtown Rutland 


Board meetings are not always the most exciting way to 
spend an evening but meetings are open to all members and, in 
fact, to anyone who is interested. This would be a good 
opportunity to gain some insight into what it takes to manage our 
program of outings and maintenance of our section of the Long 
Trail. You might even find a way to become more involved in your 
club. 



Directors Steve Williams and John Hale at a Previous Board 

Meeting 


And then there's our second favorite sport. While discussing 
club business you can enjoy a cup of tea, a light snack, or even a 
full delicious Back Home meal (on your own nickel, of course). 
Join us on the 25th. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barbara & Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573. Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104. andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, (H)293-25I0, (W)774-2200, 
hogden@vermontel .net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobcrtPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 2 1 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburg@sover.net 
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Black Mountain, Whitehall, NY 

14 July 2007 

By Allison Norton, leader 

A fifty percent chance of rain 
was forecast, but the day turned out 
to be clear and sunny. We had a nice 
group of nine people plus 
everybody’s favorite terrier. When 
signing in at the trail register on Pike 
Brook Road, I wrote a greeting to the 
Burlington Section in the log, 
because according to the GMC 
calendar they would be doing the 
same hike the next day! 

After a little climb out of the 
parking lot, the trail is an old road for 
a while, goes past someone's 
(uninhabited?) camp with 
outbuildings, and then turns up the 
Black Mountain trail toward the 
summit. The trail to the summit is 
pretty steep and very eroded. As we 
were climbing, we met a woman and 
her puppy. The puppy became 
Burdock’s new best friend and for 
much of the climb, the two dogs 
raced and chased each other up and 
down the trail, back and forth past 
our group. They must have gone at 
least ten times the distance that we 
people hiked. 

When we reached the summit, 
we found that the windmill was 
gone, which was a surprise to some 
of us. There were some solar panels 
instead, along with the usual 
assortment of communication towers 
and the remnants of a ranger cabin 
and an old fire tower. Having 
anything on top of a mountain, 
especially in a wilderness, is 
controversial to many of us, but 
personally I prefer solar panels and 
windmills to condos. The weather 
was still clear and sunny at the top, 
and we enjoyed a leisurely lunch 
while discussing the views. 

The area around the peak has 
some steep cliffs, but the only 
casualty was one water bottle. From 


Outing Reports 

the peak, we could see Lake George, 
Lake Champlain, the High Peaks, 
and Route. 4 extending to our very 
own Pico, Killington, and Mendon. 
We could even see White Rocks 
when the haze shifted. 1 swear 1 
could even see the faintest outline of 
the Champlain Bridge, but don't ask 
me to explain exactly how to find it! 



Photo Op on Black Mountain 

After our lunch was the moment of 
decision: in the hike schedule, I had 
listed the hike as a trip to the summit, 
with an “optional” longer loop down 
the west side of the mountain, 
depending on weather and the 
group's preference. The decision was 
enthusiastically unanimous, or 
unanimously enthusiastic, to 
continue the loop! The trail down the 
west side of the peak is beautiful, 
with views of l.ake George much of 
the way down. It is much less eroded 
as well. We followed a few faint side 
trails in search of better views. It was 
only after bushwhacking through 
chest-high shrubbery and across 
rocky ledges to reach some 
blueberries that someone mentioned 
the possibility of rattlesnakes! No 
sightings, even though we had Barb 
with us. I wasn’t on her infamous 
snake hike, but I’ve heard! 

The trail switchbacks down, 
down, and down some more. We 
marveled at the well-constructed 
trail, with retaining walls built of 
rock, and we wondered if it had been 
a road in the past. At the bottom of 
the trail, we looped back to our 
starting point, along the Black Mt. 


Pond trail and the Lapland Pond trail. 
Black Mt. Pond had a lean-to with a 
nice new picnic table. Both ponds 
were pretty clear, and we could see 
frogs and little fish. Near Lapland 
Pond, we were able to catch a view 
of the towers on the summit of Black 
Mt., and with all of the climbing and 
descending we had done, the summit 
didn't really look all that far away. 
Much of the Lapland Pond trail 
heading back to the junction with the 
summit trail was pretty wet, but for a 
warm sunny day we put up with it 
just fine. Once we reached the 
junction with the summit trail, it was 
an easy walk back to the trailhead. 

Great Hawk Colony, Rochester 

25 November 2007 
By Gordon Cawood. leader 

Eight GMCers resisted the 
temptation to go skiing on this, the 
first decent ski weekend of the 
season. Instead, we enjoyed what 
developed into a sunny hike up 
Austin Hill in Rochester. VT. We 
admired the upscale Great Hawk 
Colony dwellings from roads clearly 
marked "Hunting Prohibited" The 
hunters were busy, however, judging 
from the rifle reports sounding from 
the Maple Hill area to the west. The 
sun came out while we had lunch 
beside the community's swim pond. 

A moment of excitement 
occurred when Viv's still-rolled-up 
seat pad rolled out onto the ice. A 
gentle breeze took it out near the 
middle of the pond. After some 
agonizing minutes another playful 
zephyr brought it back to shore 
where it was quickly recovered. 
Views to the west of the lightly snow 
covered hills were irresistible. 

Thanks for coming, Arlene 
Zivitz, Larry and Viv Walters. Sue 
Thomas, Allison Norton, Gerry and 
Cheryl Martin. I enjoyed your 
company. 
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Crown Point Road, Proctor 

I December 2007 
By Barry Griffith 

We carpooled to Proctor, where 
we were met by Jim Moore, our 
leader for this outing. Jim told us that 
he went on many Killington Section 
outings as a teenager, learning from 
Churchill Scott, Craigue Perkins, and 
others. He was pleased to share his 
knowledge and love of the outdoors 
with us. Appropriately, we met at a 
Crown Point Road marker at the 
northeasterly comer of Beaver Pond. 
The Crown Point Road could be 
described as Vermont’s first hiking 
trail. After driving the French from 
Lake Champlain in 1759, British 
General Amherst sent troops to cut 
and mark a route from Crown Point 
to Fort No. 4 on the Connecticut 
River. In the years which followed 
colonists used this route to come and 
settle here. 

Traces of the old Crown Point 
Road are hard to spot in most towns. 
However, as we descended into the 
Garden of Eden Jim pointed out a 
remarkably well-preserved abutment 
carved into the hillside above his 
home. We paused to admire the 
workmanship in a stone house Jim 
has erected nearby. We then 
continued north, past another 
noticeable abutment, and on to 
Shelter Rock. The southerly side of 
this massive outcropping benefits 
from solar warmth even in the 
winter, and was likely used as a 
campsite. 

Our next stop was the cellar 
hole of Roger Stevens, who settled 
here in 1770. His home was west of 
Gorham Bridge, on a tract with a 
great view of the Otter Creek valley 
and Green Mountains to the east. Jim 
shared stories about Roger's son, 
Roger Jr., who remained loyal to the 
Crown during the American 
Revolution, and was required to 


remove to Canada to avoid the wrath 
of his neighbors. We then struck out 
to the west until we came across 
another old highway, the Market 
Road, which was used to take goods 
from Middlebury and other towns 
along its route southerly to Albany. 
We followed this road south to the 
Powers cellar hole - home of another 
early area settler. We talked about 
the local marble industry, dominated 
by the Proctors in the years which 
followed. 

A short trek along the present- 
day highway returned us to our 
vehicles. We expressed pleasure with 
our walk in the woods, enjoying both 
the natural features and the history of 
the area. Thanks for a great day, Jim! 

High Pond, Sudbury 

5 January 2008 

By Barbara & Barry Griffith, leaders 

Holidays over, cabin fever 
amongst us - twenty snowshoers and 
one dog came out for this hike. It 
was so nice to see everyone again. 
We were fortunate to have along 
with us a former maker of signs and 
resident of the High Pond ski area. 
Gleaned from Cindy Taylor-Miller 
was history of the ‘80’s. The mystery 
of the trails and signs that crisscross 
the area was solved. 

The Nature Conservancy 
trailhead to High Pond Preserve is on 
Ganson Hill Road in Hubbardton. 
High Pond itself is in Sudbury. The 
hiking trail was constructed by the 
Vermont Youth Conservation Corps 
in 2005. One word of caution - you 
hike into and down to High Pond. 
Thus you hike out and up when you 
leave. 

Conservationist Douglas Burden 
started buying parcels of land here in 
the 1930’s. Eventually these lands 
came under the Conservancy's care 
in the early 1980’s. The preserve 
now includes nearly three thousand 


acres in Hubbardton, Brandon, 
Pittsford, and Sudbury. There is quite 
a history about the site. If you wish 
to learn more, let the Griffiths know 
and we will forward the information 
to you. For history buffs, there is 
evidence that an old military road 
passed by the Pond. We noted 
evidence of the Taconic Mountains, 
with shale and slate outcroppings 
here and there. 

Returning to Rutland we 
managed to drive over High Pond 
Road, and stopped to view the site of 
the old High Pond Ski Area. There 
are old buildings still existing with 
remains of ski tows and trails. There 
are even gravestones beside the old 
farmhouse across from the old ski 
area. One can go online to the 
NELSAP website (New England 
Lost Ski Area Preservation) and read 
about High Pond’s history from the 
1940s to the 1980s. 

Mad Tom Notch Road 

12 January 2008 
By Larry Walter, leader 

Tom Copps and I recon'd this 
hike the weekend before and 
encountered a nasty combination of 
zero Fahrenheit and a hard crust with 
four inches of powder on top. Any 
side hill traversing rapidly 
degenerated into frustrating skating 
expositions with poles and shoes 
scattered over a 200-meter radius 
(speaking for myself here... Tom did 
a lot of waiting). Thankfully, a long 
rain and lots of January thaw had 
lowered the snow level and made the 
footing a lot better for the GMC hike. 

The trail begins about a half 
mile east of the Dorset Town Clerk's 
office where the paved road turns 
northerly. We parked at the town 
office. It’s a nice place to park, but 
beware of speedy automobiles 
slaloming off of the hill. Once on 
the trail, it continues about a half 
mile along the north bank. That’s 


Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: March - May 2008 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

2 March, Sunday, 10:00 am Woodland Snowshoe Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Explore animal tracks and winter signs. May involve some bushwhacking. 

Moderate, 3 miles. 

15 March, Saturday, 9:00 am Spruce Peak, Manchester Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Snowshoe south on the AT/LT to the summit of Spruce Peak for views of the Taconic Range and the 
valley. (Depending on conditions a lower elevation hike may be substituted.) Bad weather date: 3/16. 
Moderate, 5 miles. 

29 March, Saturday, 9:00 am Pharoh Lake Wilderness, Chilson, NY Allison Norton, 775-1627 

Options include several back-country ponds and mountain summits with sweeping views. Very wet with 
several stream crossings. Actual route will be determined by weather and trail conditions. 

Difficult, 6 to 7 miles. 

5 April, Saturday, 5:30 pm Killington Section Annual Meeting, Rutland Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Join us at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue for a potluck supper followed by a short 
business meeting w ith election of officers and updates on Long Trail issues. Bring a dish to share and 
your own place setting. All welcome. 

12 April, Saturday, 10:00 am Shrewsbury Ramble, Shrewsbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Explore old logging roads in Shrewsbury. May be wet. 

Moderate, 7 miles (with shorter options). 

19/20 April, Saturday/Sunday Merck Forest Weekend, Rupert Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Come down for a day hike or spend the night in one of the shelters at this 3.000 acre preserve. Fee for 
overnight stay. Call leaders for details or to make overnight reservations. 

26 April, Saturday, 9:00 AM Tree Hike, West Rutland Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

In celebration of Arbor Day, join us for a hike with forester Russell Reay We'll climb to a summit with 
great views and learn about tree identification, the history of this hardwood landscape, and forest 
management. 

Moderate, 3 miles with some climbing. (Rain date: 4/27.) 

3 May, Saturday, 9:00 am Deer Leap Overlook, Killington Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Climb, with a few steep pitches, to a rocky overlook with beautiful views. Then loop back via the 
Long/Appalachian Trail. 

Moderate, 3 to 4 miles, elevation gain of 800 feet. 

10 May, Saturday, 9:00 am Shaw Mt., Benson Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

Welcome spring with a bird and wildflower walk through this beautiful Nature Conservancy preserve, 
home to white trillium. wild ginger, and fringed polygala. The migrants will be back from winter 
quarters so bring binoculars, field guilds, and bug spray. No dogs, please. 

Moderate, 2.5 miles. 


Schedule continued on next page. 


Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Dec. 2007 - Feb. 2008 

Schedule continued from previous page 

17 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Long Trail Spring Cleaning Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

All are welcome to join us for our annual cleanup and maintenance preparing the trail for the summer 
hiking season. We'll clear water bars, trim brush, and cut blowdowns on the lower elevation stretches. 
Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be provided. Have fun in the woods while doing a 
good deed. (Rain date: 5/1 8). 

24 May, Saturday , 9:00 AM North Branch Trail to Silver Lake, Goshen Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Hike from Moosalamoo campground to beautiful Silver Lake with possible extension to see the Falls of 
Lana. 

Moderate, 6.5 miles. (Rain date: 5/25.) 

30/31 May, Friday/Saturday Main Club Annual Meeting, Waterbury GMC, 244-7037 

This year’s meeting of the state-wide Green Mountain Club will be at the club headquarters in 
Waterbury Center. Learn about the activities of the main club, meet like-minded folks from across the 
state and beyond, and choose from a dozen hikes in the central Vermont area. See your Long Trail News 
for more information, or log on to www.greenmountainclub.org. 

1 June, Sunday, 9:00 am Gilmore Pond, Bristol Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Hike to a remote pond in the Bristol Cliffs Wilderness. 

Easy to moderate, 3 miles 

7 June, Saturday, 9:00 am National Trails Day Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Volunteers all over the country will be out today clearing brush and waterbars, cutting blowdowns, and 
painting blazes, readying the trails for the summer hiking season. Join us to work o our local treasure, 
the Long/Appalachian Trail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be provided. 

(Rain date: 6/8.) 

8 June, Sunday, 10:00 am Senior Shuffle (or Black Fly Ramble), Tinmouth Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Stroll by Chapman Lake and visit the grave of early Vermont Statesman Nathanial Chipman. Bring bug 
juice! 

Easy, 3 miles. 

14 June, Saturday Bike Trek Bill Holt, 537-4227 

Pedal along old roads and a discontinued railroad bed. Call leader for details and meeting time and 
place. 

Moderate, 15 to 20 miles. (Rain date: 6/15.) 
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where the road crosses to the south 
side over a bridge that was washed 
out in the early 1900s. The twisted 
remains of an I-beam stringer lie 
down stream from here. 



Mad Tom Brook 


I'm inclined to think that this 
was more than just an access route 
for pig-iron smelters. The bridge 
footings (at least three of which we 
encountered) were all substantial, 
with stone and mortar wing walls. 
When the road crossed back to the 
north bank, further up the ravine, we 
found beautifully constructed 
retaining walls complete with iron 
support cradles built into the stone 
work (to support wooden rails?). 
When we hit the third massive bridge 
footing, where the road crosses back 
to the south side of the brook, we 
paused for lunch. A dark fisher-cat 
trotted side slope to the north of us. 



Lunch at Mad Tom 


All in the party appeared well and 
relatively oblivious to future hazards 
(similar to Irvin and Mallory?), so 
we left the drainage and climbed 
northerly and westerly over a series 
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of old skid trails until we hit the 
height of land. Earlier, some of us 
were silly enough to believe my 
proclamation: “we probably won’t 

need snow shoes”. It got a bit dicey 
on the southeast slope with some 
glazed surfaces and post-holing. 
Lesson learned... I’ 1 1 be a bit more 
conservative the next time. Tom 
kept track of our progress with his 
trusty GPS. The satellites accurately 
indicated us as being within striking 
distance of Pierre, South Dakota. 
We were welcomed by a relatively 
bare, razor-back ridge upon which 
we descended several hundred feet 
southwesterly, catching views of the 
back side of Bromley and Stratton as 
well as the Taconic Range. We 
discovered several, beautiful old 
maples and oaks along the way, 
some with cryptic cross-hatched 
scribe marks and blazes. Some of 
the old snags had been all but 
disassembled into brick-sized chunks 
by the local woodpecker. Not many 
people get up this way. Eventually 
we had to bail off the west side onto 
old skid roads, eventually joining 
back onto the main trial. We got 
back to the cars at about three o'clock 
and rendezvoused at the local store 
for essential sugar, fat, salt and 
caffeine supplements. Nine souls 
started and nine finished with no 
injuries... just the customary dose of 
whining (brownies were provided to 
soften the blow). 

I’m going to attempt to get the 
Town and the Forest interested in 
adopting this route, bridge crossings 
included, as an official LT side trail. 
Mad Tom Brook is a beautiful stream 
with huge pools. The third bridge is 
within easy reach of Mad Tom Notch 
Road and Forest Road 21. Another 
branch could easily be established to 
a major ridge to the south which 
eventually tails out near East Dorset. 
We’d probably need another bridge 
crossing there. I’ll schedule a fall 


hike, when the water levels are 
negotiable, for one of these extended 
routes. Being that I’m allergic to 
spot-the-car scenarios. I’ll probably 
attempt to loop things off. Hope to 
see you there. 

Ski Day for Shareheat, Peru 

27 January 2008 
By Connie Youngstrom 

Wild Wings XC Center, located 
in Peru, VT., was the host of this 
year’s Shareheat fundraiser. BROC 
organized the event to raise money 
for heating assistance. With the 
current high fuel prices, the 
fundraiser was especially important 
this year. 

Cindy Taylor Miller, Mark and I 
were the representatives from the 
Killington Section. The month of 
January saw a big meltdown, so 
skiing was limited to the easier 
terrain, mostly on the level near the 
warming cabin. Under overcast skies 
with a light snow fall we climbed the 
hills and enjoyed exhilarating 
downhills, while taking in the views 
of the snowy woods. 

In total we raised almost $500 
for this important cause. Many 
thanks to those of you who made 
donations. 

Merck Forest Ramble, Rupert 

2 February 2008 
By Steve Williams, leader 

With icy conditions on the 
afternoon and evening of the 
preceding Friday, and thinking of the 
connecting road from Route 315 to 
the Merck Forest Visitor Center, the 
key question about the hike was 
whether it would be held at all. 
Fortunately, the leader was able to 
make contact with Merck Forest, 
specifically Ken Smith, the man 
responsible for sanding the 
aforementioned road. With a 
reassuring report by Ken at 7.30 a.m. 
the leader felt sufficiently confident 
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to invite others to join him, which a 
surprising number of eleven did. 

Most of the four-hour loop trail 
hike was on the Forest's old logging 
roads, but with the last half mile or 
so down from the shoulder of Spruce 
Peak being a more conventional 
hiking trail. Fortuitously all 
participants had snowshoes or yak 
tracks or similar which, given the 
occasional ice beneath the snow 
covering of a few inches, were 
highly desirable. Views out towards 
the Adirondacks, Mount Equinox 
and Mount Antone were all 
worthwhile, even if mostly through 
trees. Larry Walter did some sterling 
maintenance work by cutting and 
removing a number of obstacles from 
the trail. 

All in all a pleasant outcome 
bearing in mind what might have 
been expected from the previous 
day’s inclement weather. 

Gifford Woods, Killington 

1 6 February 2008 
By Roma Pulling 

Without the help of my co- 
leader, Steve Pulling, this roast 
would never have gotten off the 
ground. He drove his truck, which 
was a big help in carrying our 
equipment and supplies; he lifted 
crates of wood and a 5-gallon water 
carrier with great ease; and he 
strapped all this stuff to a toboggan 
and hauled it to the shelter. 

As our 1 1 hikers and 2 dogs 
were on their way over Route 4 to 
our destination, we saw a car lying 
on its side on the shoulder. It was 
surrounded by a police vehicle, fire 
truck and ambulance with westbound 
traffic backed up for some distance, 
but eastbound traffic was moving 
smoothly and we were soon inn the 
parking lot near the maintenance 
shed at Gifford Woods. Steve 
quickly had the supply toboggan 
ready to go and we proceeded on 


snowshoes for a short distance to a 
group of lean-tos named Locust, Pine 
and Cherry but decided on Aspen as 
having a fireplace we could actually 
identify under the snow. Taking 
turns with the shovel Steve had 
carried in, the men cleared enough 
snow away so a fire could be built. 
Jerry and Steve P. volunteered as 
firekeepers while 7 of our group 
went on a snowshoe hike. Jean and I 
enjoyed an abbreviated version and 
returned to the shelter to find that our 
firekeepers already had water boiling 
so we could warm up with hot 
chocolate. 



Hot-dogs on the Fire 


Shortly the long trekkers 
returned, and we partook of roasted 
hot dogs in rolls, chips, mustard and 
relish and topped it off with a cake 
and candle in honor of my 
grandmother's 144th birthday. For 
both the idea and the cake I owe 
thanks to our Outings Chairperson, 
Sue. 

Who was my grandmother? 
Ruth Ellen Lewis was bom February 
16, 1864, in Bridgewater and upon 
completing her education taught in 
area schools. On 21 February 1885, 
she married Gilman Fernando 
Robinson and settled on his farm in 
Bridgewater Chateauguay until they 
were hired to work on renovation of 
the Inn in Wallingford, he in 
construction and Ruth furnishing 
meals for the workers. While there, 
Ruth gave birth to her first child [my 
uncle]. 


On completion of the work in 
Wallingford, Gilman purchased a 
farm just over the Bridgewater line in 
the town of Woodstock, where my 
mother was bom. Besides caring for 
her two children, Ruth mothered 
three boys from Gilman's first 
marriage, his mother and his brother, 
and a two-year-old child which they 
adopted from an orphan train and 
even a grandson for a while. In time 
Gilman and Ruth had a new three- 
story house and a five-story bam 
built, which are still there, now being 
used as a bed-and-breakfast. 

Thanks to everyone who came 
on the annual roast and helped to 
make it a huge success. 


Nina LaPenna 

By Sue Thomas 

The Killington Section has lost 
another devoted member with the 
passing in February of Nina 
LaPenna, 91. Throughout the 1980s 
and early 90s Nina was a regular on 
hikes, short and long, and an 
enthusiastic and welcome contributor 
to pot luck suppers. 


Raffle Quilt 

Calling all sewing enthusiasts: 
The Killington Section is planning to 
make a quilt, which will be raffled 
off to benefit the Green Mountain 
Club's Second Century Campaign. 
Our goal is to have it completed in 
time for the annual meeting in late 
May. If you'd like to help by 
contributing a square (or two, or 
three...!), by donating money or 
materials, or by helping with the 
construction and quilting, please 
contact Sue Thomas, 773-2 1 85. 
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Killington Section, GMC Members as of February 2008 


Timothy J Abraham, Rutland 
Bob Amelang. Rutland 
Lulu Anderson, Rutland 
William P Anderson, Sr., Rutland 
Robert L. Badger, Potsdam, NY 
Greg M Badgley Ludlow 
Diane Bargiel, Whitehall, NY 
Jeff Bayden, Morristown, NJ 
Lynda Bayden, Morristown, NJ 
Vivian Bebee. Rutland 
Richard Biziak, Cuttingsville 
Joel Blumenthal, Proctor 
Abigael Boone, Hebron, CT 
Robert B Boutwell, Rutland 
Karen Bowles, Killington 
Michael J Brayton. Monkton, MD 
Lyle K. Breitkopf, Teaneck, NJ 
Jeffrey Breslow, Chicago, IL 
Linda Brown, Orwell 
Richard Brown, Orwell 
Anne C Brown, Plymouth 
Bruno Brzoza, Ludlow 
Dewey A Burleson. Hackensack, NJ 
Steve Carbine, Rutland 
Andrew Carter, Brandon 
Jenny Carter, Brandon 
Raymond Catozzi, Rutland 
Rachael W Charland, Franklin, NH 
Ronna G, Charlton, Rutland 
David Chamock, Rutland 
Dale Chnstie, Proctor 
Bill Cobleigh. Wallingford 
Stephen M Cohen Belmont 
Norman Cohen, Rutland 
George Conlon, Rutland 
Clare Coppock. Rutland 
Dave Coppock, Rutland 
Tom Copps, Rutland 
Bill Craib, Woodstock 
Elizabeth Craib, Woodstock 
Leo A, Crawford. Plymouth 
Nathan Dansereau, Pittsford 
Mrs Robert P Darrow, Mendon 
Robert P Darrow, Mendon 

Kit Davidson, Castleton 
Joan Davidson, Orwell 
Theresa L Davis. Pittsford 
Bernard G Donahue, Rutland 
Joan Ebberson, Rutland 
Bill Edgerton. Gaysville 
Marilyn Edgerton, Gaysville 
Russell Edwards, Rutland 
Michael H Foster. Silverthorne, CO 
Ginna Frantz, Chicago, IL 
Monica M Freson. Pittsford 
Ruth Gibbud, Rutland 
Frances Ginsberg, Rye, NY 
Ronald Grande, Rutland 
Molly Griffith, Boulder, CO 
Barbara Griffith. Shrewsbury 
Barry Griffith, Shrewsbury 
Thomas Grillo, Proctor 


Gerald L. Guppy. Killington 
Karen Gwozdz, Pawtet 
William Gwozdz, Pawlet 
John M Hale, Castleton 
Til Hale, Castleton 
Particia K. Hannegan, Rutland 
Ruth Hare, Montpelier 
Lorraine Hawley, Rutland 
Chuck Heifer, Poultney 
Gail Heifer, Poultney 
Jean A. Hinsin, Rutland 

Rick Hollenbaugh. Pittsford 
Bill Holt, Orwell 
Lynda M Hutchins, Orwell 
Michaael Ilyichenko.Yaphank, NY 
Betty P Johnson, West Rutland 
Wayne Jones. West Rutland 
Robert Kancir, Fairfield, CT 
Sue Kancir, Fairfield, CT 
Shawn Kershaw, Chalfont, PA 
Peter Kirk. Rutland 
Paul Kraby. Killington 
Joseph M Kraus. Rutland 
Kathy Krevetski, Rutland 
Wayne Krevetski, Rutland 
Joyce M Krevetski, Toms River, NJ 
Ruth Lamb, Queensbury, NY 
Sandy Lamb, Queensbury. NY 
Jill Lauren. New York, NY 
Susan Lipkin, Rutland 
Betty Little. Rutland 
John Little. Rutland 
Tammy Loomis, Wells 
Shelley Lutz, Center Rutland 
Sam Malkus, West Rutland 
David S Martin, McLean, VA 
Janet Martin, Rutland 
John Martin, Rutland 
Jon Mathewson, Middletown Spnngs 
Kimberly Mathewson. Middletown Springs 
Dave Mathis. Rutland 
M Cecilia Mc<illen, Ludlow 
Sandra McCall. Rutland 
Patti M McGowan, Belmont 
Amy C McLaughlin, Rutland 
Dennis S McLaughlin, Rutland 
Andrea McQuade, Rutland 
Mary T Mellow, Rutland 
Mic Metz, West Rutland 
Mathew S Mitchell. Newton. MA 
Tarra Mitchell, Newton, MA 
Richard C Mitchell, Oswego, NY 
Bruce Moreton, Cuttingsville 
Kelly Moreton, Cuttingsville 
Nancy L. Murphy, Rutland 
Brett B. Myhre, Clarendon 
Gene C Nelson, Orwell 
Martin Nitka. Ludlow 
Allison Norton, Rutland 
Cindy Oas-Kirk, Rutland 
Okie O'Bries, Killington 
Herbert G Ogden, Mt Tabor 
MJ O'Hara, Ludlow 


William L. Oppenheimer, Manalapan. NJ 
Gerald Parker, Shrewsbury 
Ralph Perkins, Rutland 
Robert Perkins, Rutland 
Thelma Perkins, Rutland 
Mark J Pettrone.Averill Park, NY 
Kem Phillips, Ringoes, NJ 
Svetlana Phillips. Ringoes. NJ 
Paul Pilcher. Proctor 
Chuck Piotrowski, Rutland 
Frances Powers, Killington 
Ronald Pulcer. Rutland Town 
Sarah Pulcer. Rutland Town 
Roma Pulling, Rutland 
Anna Rayner, Mendon 
Jeremy Rayner, Mendon 
Steven Roberts, Bristol, PA 
Wally Rogers. Castleton 
F John Romeo. Homosassa, FL 
Moira Romeo, Homosassa, FL 
Lora Salladin.Cockeyville. MD 
Christel Schiffer, Mendon 
Ed Schiffer. Mendon 
Ellen Schlagel. Rutland 
Jim Schlagel, Rutland 
Robert Schulhafer, Mahopac, NY 
Charlotte S Schwartz, Goffstown, NH 
Manlyn Sheldon, Rutland 
Joan Sibley, Cuttingsville 
Joan F Smith, Killington 
Carlene P, Smith, Proctor 
Karen Stannard, Rutland 
J Ross Stevenson, Poultney 
Nancy L. Stevenson, Poultney 
Larry Stewart, Ludlow 
John Suddarth, Mendon 
Lindsey Suddarth. Mendon 
Kebtn Sweeney. Rutland 
Joseph F Taylor, Long Beach. NY 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller, Wallingford 
Catherine L. Thomas, Mt Tabor 
Sue Thomas, Rutland 
Craig H Tomkinson, Belmont 
Dot Tomkinson, Belmont 
Jeffrey Trubisz, Salem, MA 
Leslie Tucker, Rutland 
Albert L. Tufano, Cuttingsville 
Deborah L. Waggett, Fair Haven 
Larry Walter, Rutland 
Mary Lou Webster. Brandon 

Jack Whitney, Queensbury, NY 
Stephen M Williams, West Pawlet 
Joyce K. Wilson, Shrewsbury 
R Lee Wilson, Shrewsbury 
David P Wright, Middletown Spnngs 
Carol J Wright, Rutland 
Connie Youngstrom, Shrewsbury 
Mark Youngstrom, Shrewsbury 
Joan Zardus. Amesbury, MA 
Marilyn Zimmerman, Pittsford 
Randal B Zimmerman, Pittsford 
Arlene Zivitz, Rutland 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the 
Section includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and 
the Section quarterly Smoke <& Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also 
receive reduced rates on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership 
dues help to maintain trails and shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system 
throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: 

Individual $35 

Family. $45 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life 
memberships and categories for giving at a 
higher level. 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington 

Section’s maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


Bob Perkins, Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 









Allison graduated as a psychology major from Alfred 
University and has an advanced degree from SUNY Albany. 
She works as a school psychologist for grades K-6 in Whitehall. 
NY. 


Growing up in the Buffalo area. Allison's outdoor 
experience was pretty much limited to occasional visits to her 
Dad's hunting camp and to family camping in state parks. When 
a friend, seven or eight years ago, invited her to climb Sleeping 
Beauty Mountain near Lake George she was hooked on the 
woods and hiking. 


Allison settled in Rutland in 2005 and soon found the 
Green Mountain Club. She became an active participant and 
before long was leading Killington Section hikes, especially in 
the southern Adirondacks. With a small group from the club, 
Allison has been hiking the Long Trail in bits and pieces. Her 
favorite spot on the Trail so far is - surprise - Little Rock Pond. 
She expects to become an End-to-Ender by this October. 


At Emerald Lake State Park in July Allison Norton will 
become Mrs. Allison Henry. Phil Henry, her husband-to-be, a 


Allison Norton Elected New 

At the recent annual meeting of the Killington Section 
newcomer Allison Norton (trail name Landshark) was elected to 
the Board of Directors. Also elected to the nine-member board 
were former director Sue Thomas and continuing director Barry 
Griffith. 


Killington Section Director 

teacher in West Rutland, is not much of a hiker, but somehow 
arranged for them to be on top of Mount Mansfield when he 
proposed. 


Killington Section Kayak Raffle 

By: Wayne Krevetski 

Do to the generosity of Eastern Mountain Sports of the 
Diamond Run Mall; the Killington Section was able to raffle a 
Kayak during Mother’s Day weekend, in conjunction with 
Eastern Mountain Sports 20% Gear-Up Sale. EMS donated 
the Kayak, a Perception Prodigy 10, and allowed us space at 
the entrance to the store to sell tickets. Thanks go to Allison 
Norton, Sue Thomas, Cindi Taylor-Miller and her son Kyle, 
Bob Perkins, Chryl Martin, and Barry Griffith for spending 
part of a beautiful weekend in doors at the Mall to sell tickets 
as well as to others who helped with ticket sales. The Kayak 
was won by GMC member, Paul Dahm of Poultney. All of 
the proceeds, $267.00 will go to the Killington Section. Lastly 
thanks to Sarah, Craig, Scott, and the rest of the gang at EMS 
for their help in making this event possible. 


AT Thru Hikers Companion 

By Kathy Krevetski 

I am working with the Appalachian Long Distance 
Hikers Association as a field editor for their AT Hiker's Guide 
the "Thru-Hiker’s Companion". The "Companion" lists the 
resources available to hikers along the length of the 
Appalachian Trail, and is up-dated every year. I will be 
helping to up-date the section dealing with the trail running 
through Vermont, and ask that any members who find any 
new hiker resources or resources no longer available to contact 
me so that the information can be included in the next printing 
of the "Companion". I can be contacted at 
kkrevetski@hotmail.com or by phone 779-1485. People who 
are not familiar the "Thru-Hiker’s Companion" can view 
and/or download the latest edition for free at the Appalachian 
Long Distance Hikers Association website at www.aldha.org. 
Your help will be appreciated, thank you. 
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Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" *Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 

2010 *John Hale 

" *Lynda Hutchins 

" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

201 1 * Barry Griffith 

" Allison Norton 

" Sue Thomas 


♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Killington Section Treasure Hunt 

By Herb Ogden 

I will give a Long Trail Guide from the 1960s to the first person 
who sends me the correct answer to this paper treasure hunt — and I will 
give the Kirk Trails & Shelters Fund $100 in that person's name, too. 

• Start at the site of the southernmost shelter, camp, or lodge that 
ever existed in the Killington Section. 

• Go north on what was the LT until the 1997 relocation, to the 
top of the first hill. 

• Go west until you hit the present LT. 

• Note the first letter in the first word of the name of the place 
where you now are. 

• Go to the former camp complex developed by a man whose last 
name began with the same letter as the first word in the name of the 
place where you just hit the present LT. It is on a blue blazed trail 
maintained by the Killington Section. 

• Go as far north as you can on this blue blazed trail. 

• Note the first letter in the second word of the name of the place 
where you now are. 

• Go to the shelter whose name used to begin with the next letter 
in the alphabet. 

• Hike 13.8 miles on the LT while remaining in the Killington 
Section. 

Where are you now? 

Send your answer to: 

Herb Ogden 802-293-2510 

2 1 4 South End Road 

Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756 hogden@vermontel.net 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 170 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104. andreamcquade@adelphia.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Allison Norton 47 West St., #1, Rutland, VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnorton@lycos.com 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingraI37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2008 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckilIington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless otherwise 
noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the Fire station. Distances are round trip and are 
approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any 
questions. 

1 June, Sunday, 9:00 AM Gilmore Pond, Bristol Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Hike to a remote pond in the Bristol Cliffs Wilderness. 

Easy to moderate, 3 miles 

7 June, Saturday, 9:00 AM National Trails Day Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Volunteers all over the country will be out today clearing brush and waterbars, cutting blowdowns, and painting 
blazes, readying the trails for the summer hiking season. Join us to work o our local treasure, the 
Long/Appalachian Trail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be provided. 

(Rain date: 6/8.) 

8 June, Sunday, 10:00 AM Senior Shuffle (or Black Fly Ramble), Tinmouth Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Stroll by Chapman Lake and visit the grave of early Vermont Statesman Nathanial Chipman. Bring bug juice! 

Easy, 3 miles. 

14 June, Saturday Bike Trek Bill Holt, 537-4227 

Pedal along old roads and a discontinued railroad bed. Cali leader for details and meeting time and place. 
Moderate, 1 5 to 20 miles. (Rain date: 6/1 5. Schedule continued on next page. 

22 June, Sunday, 9:00 AM Otter Creek Paddle - Proctor to Florence Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Paddle your canoe or kayak past farms and covered bridges. PFDs required. 

All day, 5 miles. 

28 June, Saturday, 18th Annual Taconic Mountain Ramble, Hubbardton Kit Davidson, 273-2982 

Featured in Vermont Life Magazine! Massive cliffs, rolling meadows, mountain peaks with views, and a Japanese 
garden full of waterfalls. Wine and cheese afterward; bring no lunch. Walkers can leave the group at several 
points and relax on the lawn. 

Easy half mile or moderate 3 miles. 

Rain date 6/29. Call leader if in doubt. 

6 July, Sunday, 9:00 AM Lye Brook Falls, Manchester Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Climb to one of Vermont's highest waterfalls, in the Lye Brook Wilderness. 

Moderate, 5 miles. 

13 July, Sunday, 9:00 AM Moscow Pond & Glen Lake, Bomoseen Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Visit a remote beaver pond and end with a swim at Glen Lake if it's hot. 

Moderate, 5.5 miles 

19 July, Saturday, 10:00 AM Mt. Ascutncy, Windsor Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

We'll ascend via the Brownsville Trail to the rocky, 3 1 50-fot summit where a fire tower provides spectacular 
views of the Connecticut River, the Green and White Mountain ranges, and the Windsor-Cornish covered bridge. 
Back down the Weathersfield Trail. 

Difficult, 6.1 miles, 2400-foot elevation gain. 

26 July, Saturday Paddle Down the Poultney River, Poultney Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Join us for a leisurely paddle down the Poultney River near the New York border. Bring your canoe or kayak, 
lunch, sun screen, and PFD. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June - August 2008 

Schedule continued from previous page 

• 3 August, Sunday Lost Pond Bog, Danby Dick Andrews, 885-3201 

, Joint hike with the Ottauquechee Section to a remote natural area. Some bushwhacking. 

Moderate, 7.5 miles, 900-foot elevation gain. 

Call leader for meeting time and place, or call Sue Thomas, 773-2 1 85 for car pool from Rutland 

9 August, Saturday, 9:00 AM Hadley Mountain, Hadley, NY Allison Norton, 775-1627 

Great views from the summit tower of Great Sacandaga Lake, the Adirondacks, and the Greens. Some very steep 
parts. 

Moderate. 4 miles. 

16/17 August, Saturday & Sunday 2nd Annual Long Trail Festival, Rutland Wayne Krevetski, 282-2237 

24 August, Sunday, 9:00 AM Around Chittenden Reservoir, Chittenden Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Pass thru the abandoned town of New Boston where only cellar holes and a small cemetery remain, and follow 
old roads to Lefferts Pond. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 

6 September, Saturday, 10:00 AM Deer Leap Overlook, Killington Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Climb to a rocky overlook with beautiful views. A few steep pitches on this loop hike via the Long/Appalachian 
Trail. 

Moderate, 4 miles, 800-foot elevation gain. 


Turtle Walks Schedule 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle” hikes for seniors and others who wish to 
enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, involve limited 
elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for 
Vermont weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9 AM at the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue. We 
return in early to mid-afternoon. Call leaders listed at the right below if you have questions. All are welcome. 


12 June 

Pine Hill, Rutland 

Hike to Rocky Pond via several of the new trails in our city park. 

Bob Perkins 
773-0184 

26 June 

Quechee Gorge, Hartford 

Hike to the bottom of Vermont’s Grand Canyon and more. 

Edith Kellogg 
775-1246 

10 July 

Exploring Trees, Pittsford 

A nature walk focusing on identification and appreciation of trees. 

Jean Davies 
483-6623 

24 July * 

Cookout, Camp Plymouth State Park 

Bring something to cook. We'll supply the Fire. Hike and/or swim optional, 
or just relax in the park. 

Al Tufano 
492-3608 

7 August 

Lefferts Pond to Chittenden Dam, Chittenden 

Follow a section of the Catamount Trail to the dam. 

Bob Perkins 
773-0184 

2 1 August * 

Lowell Lake, Londonderry 

Hike around the lake in this little-known state park. 

Edith Kellogg 
775-1246 


* Bring Green Mountain Passport if you have one. Seniors can get a Green Mountain Passport for a small fee from your 
city/town clerk. Passport is good for lifetime free admission to State Parks. 
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Emily Proctor Shelter to 
Lincoln Gap 

21 July 2007, E2E Leg 12 
By Steve Williams, leader 

Participants; Tom Copps, Allison 
Norton, Cindy Oas-Kirk, Steve 
Williams, and special guests Nicola 
Culmo, Sara Jones and Brian Culmo 
((Steve’s daughters and grandson 
respectively). 

The first key feature of the day was 
rising early enough to coordinate an 
early enough start for all participants to 
be at the Emily Proctor trailhead by 8.00 
AM., with a car already spotted at the 
Lincoln Gap end point. 

The next feature was 3.5 miles on 
the Emily Proctor trail before the Long 
Trail was even reached. Fortunately the 
weather was kinder than on the descent 
down the trail two weeks earlier when 
rain had made the steeper top section a 
tad hazardous. In addition, the trail starts 
off at a very gradual incline, so the hiker 
is lulled into a comfortable feeling that 
“there’s nothing to this”. 

Once on the L.T this belief in the 
ease of LT hiking was rapidly dispelled 
by the ascent and partial descent of 
Mounts Wilson. Roosevelt Cleveland, 
and Grant and Little Hans Peak. 
Together with the ascent on the Emily 
Proctor Trail, this results in a day’s total 
climbing of over 4200feet: not a bad 
workout by most standards. A summary 
of this leg is readily given: trees, rocks, 
ups and downs, and occasional splendid 
views over great swaths of the Green 
Mountains. 

Of note was the party’s search for 
Sunset Ledge, 1.1 miles short of Lincoln 
Gap. In mid afternoon, with a fair degree 
of exhaustion setting in. with the party’s 
GPS and topographical identification 
skills being at a low ebb, and with one 
participant feeling that it was just around 
the next comer, some two hours were 
spent eagerly awaiting our arrival at 
Sunset Ledge. So, when the Ledge was 
finally reached, with the knowledge of 
its proximity to the concluding trailhead, 
it was welcome indeed. 


Outing Reports 

Two memories remain of the 
descent to Lincoln Gap, I) the non- 
appearance of Lincoln Gap Road until it 
was only twenty five yards away, and 2) 
that it was reached about half an hour 
after sunset, which is about as close to 
losing light that one wants to be. 
Nevertheless, the party learned from the 
experience, and on the following hike all 
were equipped with hiking headlamps. 

The journey home was notable for 
two events, the first being the ride back 
to Bristol from the Emily Proctor 
trailhead. The Williams party parted 
from the others and, following the 
suggestion of one of the other 
participants, took off on a dirt road 
toward Vermont Route 125. This turned 
out to be much longer than expected, 
with the result that the travelers arrived 
at a crossroads in the middle of nowhere, 
with no indication of which way to travel 
to get to “somewhere”. At that point an 
angel of mercy, in the form of a woman 
in a Volvo, unafraid of coming across a 
large SUV with out-of-state plates, rolled 
down her window and said “Can I help 
you?” which she then did most 
effectively. 

By this stage the youngest member 
of the party, athlete Brian, having 
acquitted himself very creditably all day 
long, including the consumption of a not 
insignificant number of energy bars, 
decided that food was an absolute and 
immediate must. Bristol having nothing 
to offer, the travelers set off for 

Middlebury. 

Oh what joy. a drive-in restaurant 
with lights ablaze appeared! With great 
expectations the travelers drove in, full 
of anticipation of burgers, Philly steak 
subs and all the trimmings. Given the 
state of the travelers’ hunger, the 

waitress appeared to have the attributes 
of Marilyn Monroe and Mother Theresa 
combined. And then the anti-climax: 
“We closed ten minutes ago”. 

But now the good news; said 

waitress directed the party to a bar and 
restaurant in Middlebury, which was 

reached in some ten minutes. Some 
members of the party, including the 
writer, having covered their attire with 


mud during the day, there was 
nervousness as to whether such a group 
would be admitted. Nicola was delegated 
to use her charms and gain entrance. As 
a college town, with hikers frequently in 
the area, the staff showed great 
sympathy, readily admitted the group 
and rapidly responded to the pleas for 
something to eat immediately (fresh 
bread and oil) and then made available 
pasta and other good things. Crocodile 
tears were shed when the next would-be 
entrant was denied admission as the 
restaurant was closing 

End of story, apart from an 
uneventful drive to return home shortly 
before midnight. 

Appalachian Gap to 
Forest City Trail 

25 August 2007, E2E Leg 1 5 
By Allison Norton, leader 

Allison Norton, Tom Copps, Steve 
Williams, Rich Brown, and Lindy 
Brown were present for this leg. Cindy 
Kirk could not join us but she’d already 
hiked this leg the week before. Not only 
did she hike it, she backpacked it out- 
and-back, spending the night near 
Camel’s Hump. 

Much of this leg was characterized 
by short, steep “puds” (“pointless ups 
and downs”) through small notches and 
up and down rock faces, and through 
much of the hike I marveled at the 
thought of Cindy traveling the section 
alone, with a full backpack, in both 
directions! 

From our particular experiences on 
this particular hike, several lessons can 
be learned. As a public service to the 
fine readers of Smoke & Blazes , the 
lessons will be pointed out in due course. 
First, we started out in several cars so 
that we’d be able to spot a car at the 
northern end, as usual. The first 
rendezvous point was the trailhead on 
Camel’s Hump Road. The pair of us in 
my car had some difficulty locating the 
group in the other car, until we found 
them at the other trailhead on Camel’s 
Hump Road. There are two. We found 
the others, consulted our maps as a 
group, and decided that the trailhead at 
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the end of Camel’s Hump Road would 
be the best choice, resulting in the 
shortest side-trail hike at the end of the 
day if we hiked down the Forest City 
Trail but took the Connector to the 
Burrows Trail to end up at the spotted 
vehicle. 

We are thrilled to be hiking the 
whole Long Trail, but we do whatever 
we can to shorten those side-trail hikes. 
So, Lesson I : Take the time to figure out 
exactly which trailhead you’ll be 
meeting at before you set out, especially 
if you’re the one driving. But, when you 
get there, perusing the maps once more 
and checking the distances is still a good 
idea. 

We drove around to Appalachian 
Gap (VT 17) and set out north on the 
Long Trail as planned. As we climbed 
over Baby Stark and Molly Stark 
Mountains, we met Pooh Bear and her 
dog Happy Tails who were hiking the 
LT southbound. Sound familiar? If you 
recall from Steve’s write-up of the 
Glastenbury overnight, we ran into Pooh 
Bear and Happy Tails at Story Spring 
Shelter, and realized that we’d met them 
before. Well, this was our original 
meeting with them, a month earlier. 

After the Starks, we passed Birch 
Glen and Cowles Cove shelter. Cowles 
Cove has an interesting feature - an 
outhouse that isn’t an outhouse at all. 
It’s an “out” with no house around it! 
Next was Burnt Rock Mountain, which 
has a huge outcropping of rock with the 
blazes going right up the rock face. If 
you like Deer Leap, this is more like 
Deer Leap’s grandpa. We proceeded 
through Ladder ravine, which consists of 
an aluminum ladder bolted to the rock, 
and Paris Skidway, which has nothing to 
do with Paris Hilton. 

The “puds” continued, with much 
scrambling and sliding to get up and 
down each rockface, and our pace was 
slowed considerably each time. We 
passed few hikers on this trip, but we did 
pass one or two backpackers and they 
mentioned that they were concerned 
about finding water, as it had been an 
extremely dry August. We scratched our 
heads and thought that maybe the last 
significant water we’d seen was near 
Cowles Cove, quite a few miles behind 
us. Lesson 2: Be prepared! 


Around the time we reached 
Mounts. Ira and Ethan Allen, we heard 
thunder in the distance. As it was late 
afternoon and we still had several miles 
to go, we were concerned. Rushing to 
lower ground seemed to be the best 
option at the time, but most of us were 
simply too tired to go very fast. The sky 
darkened and it showered as we 
descended, but the brunt of the storm 
passed far to the south of us. We 
reached Montclair Glen and the turnoff 
to the Forest City Trail without anyone 
falling off a cliff or getting struck by 
lightning. The sky had cleared by this 
point and it was quite nice again. This 
leads us to Lesson 3: Don’t panic if a 
thunderstorm is looming! 

As we set down the Forest City 
Trail, we heard someone clapping. 
Nope, not a welcoming committee, it 
was a couple of people and their dog 
headed toward us. The man said that 
they were clapping to scare off bears. 
Looking around at the gathering dusk 
and dense shrubbery, I decided it wasn’t 
the most foolish thing I'd heard all day. 
We asked why they were hiking UP 
Camel’s Hump so late. They sheepishly 
reported that they’d gone up Camel’s 
Hump as a day hike from the eastern 
side, had descended the wrong trail by 
mistake, and didn't realize it until they’d 
reached the trailhead and the parking lot 
was totally different. We offered our 
condolences but could offer little 
assistance as our car would be 
overstuffed as it was, but they seemed in 
good spirits and were prepared with 
headlamps, snacks, and jackets. This 
leads us to Lesson 4, a repeat of Lessons 
1 and 2: Look at the map and be 
prepared! 

We made it down the Forest City 
Trail and to our car as it was getting 
dark. On the drive home, as we got 
closer to Rutland we noticed downed 
frees, dark houses, and power company 
trucks out in force. It appeared that the 
storm had been much worse in Rutland 
than it had been in the area we'd hiked. I 
turned on my phone and found several 
frantic messages from home, saying, 
“Where are you? The weather is 
horrible!” Lesson 5: If you’re returning 
after dark and the weather has been bad, 
call home to reassure your loved ones! 
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Fox in Locks, Hudson Falls, NY 

18 November 2007 
By Allison Norton, leader 

This trip started as an impromptu 
hunting season outing, and ended up as 
an adventure we’ll be talking about for 
years. A small group of us met up at the 
Five Combines locks in the Hudson 
Falls/Fort Edward, NY area. We had 
planned on walking several miles of the 
trails and then adding on a road walk 
through the village to make a loop. 

There are a total of five locks, each 
dropping around 10 feet. The walls of 
the channel are made of large bricks and 
it is roughly a 15 to 20 foot drop to the 
water’s surface. When we arrived at the 
park, we went over to look down into the 
locks. Much to our surprise, a fox was 
looking up at us! He must have fallen 
into the water. With no way up or down 
the channel as he was hemmed in by a 
ten-foot lock on each end, he had made 
his way onto a little shelf in the wall. 

He looked wet, tired, and scared, 
but otherwise in good health. It appeared 
that his little hiding space was due to a 
missing brick in the wall. Tom used his 
cell phone to call the police, stating that 
while it was not a medical emergency, 
assistance was definitely required to get 
the fox out and on his way. The 
individual on the other end of the phone 
stated that someone would be sent out. 
Our group chose to eat lunch and wait 
for the fox’s rescue, rather than 
beginning our walk as planned. 

Once we’d finished eating help still 
hadn’t arrived. Tom and Larry decided 
to walk into the neighborhood and to try 
to borrow someone's phone book to 
make a more specific call for help, 
possibly to Fish and Wildlife or the 
SPCA. The rest of us started our hike. 

Tom and Larry caught up to us 
after a while, stating that they’d had 
some trouble finding someone who’d let 
them use a phone book and a phone. If 
Tom and Larry came running up your 
front lawn going on about a trapped fox, 
would you let them in? They had 
contacted the DEC who had stated 
they’d try to send someone, but it might 
take awhile because most of their staff 
was dealing with deer hunters coming in 
to log their kills. 
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We completed our walk on the 
trails and then through the neighborhood, 
and on part of our road walk we 
happened upon a car accident that had 
happened moments before. What a day! 
When we got back to the lock area, a 
local man was at the scene, and was on 
his own phone trying for help. This 
gentleman seems to have been affiliated 
with the village somehow. He told us 
that in the past, a puppy and a fawn have 
been rescued from the same area. 

Finally, about two hours after our 
initial call for help, an officer from the 
Hudson Falls Police Department arrived. 
About 20 minutes after that, two fire 
trucks arrived on the scene, along with 
an ambulance and a truck containing a 
Wildlife Rehabilitator. The arrival of this 
last vehicle resulted in a collective sigh 
of relief, as it was exactly what we 
wanted to see — it had a logo on the door 
indicating it was from the Wildlife 
Department, and the back was full of 
cages. Perfect! 

The gate was unlocked and one of 
the fire trucks was backed down the road 
to the canal area. The firefighters 
opened a little door in the back of the 
truck and pulled out a long extension 
ladder. The Wildlife Rehabilitator was 
ready with his catchpole, a long pole 
with a loop of cable attached (just like 
you see on TV!). The ladder was 
lowered to the top of the lock just 
downstream from where the fox was 
sitting. The fox didn’t like the ladder 
coming down at him for some reason. 
He jumped into the water and began 
swimming back and forth between the 
locks. When the ladder was pulled up 
again, the fox got back onto the shelf. 

The ladder was lowered again, and 
when the fox jumped into the water 
again to swim upstream, one of the 
firemen went upstream of the fox and 
tapped the water with a pole. The fox 
swam back toward the ladder. The 
Wildlife Rehabilitator was ready on the 
ladder, and caught the fox around his 
middle with the catchpole. The fox was 
hoisted out of the water with his legs 
kicking, was quickly released, and had 
run halfway to the nearby woods before 
half the spectators even realized that 
he’d been rescued! 


Cook Mountain, NY 

8 December 2007 
By Allison Norton, leader 

The Cook Mountain Preserve in 
Ticonderoga, NY is part of the Lake 
George Land Conservancy. We had 10 
participants for this hike, and we were 
very enthusiastic as this was the first 
snowy hike of the season for most of us. 
Several inches of snow covered the 
ground in the woods. 

The trail starts as an old woods 
road, with “Nature Conservancy” and 
“No Hunting" signs along the way. We 
followed the Red Trail. After climbing a 
small hill, the trail makes a sharp turn off 
the road and heads straight up the 
mountain. Just beyond the turnoff we 
could see signs intended for travelers on 
the woods road coming from the other 
direction. The signs indicated that it was 
a protected area, and hunting was not 
allowed. There were deer tracks 
everywhere, and I chuckled at the 
thought of deer running just over the 
boundary and going “Nyah, nyah” to 
hunters in pursuit 

We climbed for just over a mile, 
getting decent views along the way, until 
we reached the summit of Cook 
Mountain. At the top was a “Summit” 
sign, but it was hanging loosely in a tree 
as it had been detached from its signpost. 

I walked around with the sign for a bit, 
thinking that a "portable summit” could 
be useful in motivating weary hikers! 

After reaching the summit, we went 
on for a few tenths of a mile to a great 
overlook, looking south over Lake 
George. The view was just beautiful 
with partial sun and a bluish glow over 
the mountains. We tried to pick out 
familiar mountains to the south, such as 
Black Mountain and Buck Mountain, but 
we had a hard time reaching a consensus 
because they all look less familiar when 
you are looking from a different 
direction than usual! 

On the way down, we slipped and 
slid down the trail, and once we reached 
the woods road we chose to loop back 
via the Yellow Trail for variety. This 
trail goes through a wetland past 
remnants of a beaver lodge. We also 
passed remnants of local festivities, and 
everyone pitched in to help pack out the 
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cans and bottles that had been 
thoughtfully arranged in little piles 
around the area. 

When we returned to the cars, 
several people crossed the road to check 
out a historical marker. The marker 
documented “Abercrombie’s Landing.” 

It states that in July 1758. 15,000 men 
landed in the area to attack Ticonderoga 
during the French and Indian War. They 
were defeated by Montcalm, luckily for 
us. 

Lake George, NY, Wild Forest 

19 January 2008 
By Allison Norton, leader 

This hike began at the Pike Brook 
Road trailhead, which is also one of the 
trailheads typically used for Black 
Mountain. We’d received plenty of 
snow in the previous week or two, but 
we arrived to a freshly plowed trailhead 
lot courtesy of the Dresden Highway 
Department. 

I had originally considered a hike 
all the way to Black Mountain Point for 
this trip, but it would have been almost 
twelve miles round trip, and that is just 
too far for a snowshoe outing. Out of 
our group, about half chose to use 
snowshoes and half chose to use 
stabilicers or something similar. 
Everyone seemed happy with his or her 
choice. 

We headed south on the much-used 
Pike Brook Road trail toward Lapland 
Pond. We passed several junctions with 
trails leading to the Black Mountain 
summit, but because a) it hadn’t been 
listed in the hike description and not 
everyone wanted to go up there and b) it 
might not have been safe due to possibly 
icy conditions, we decided to head to the 
ponds. 

We stopped at the Lapland Pond 
lean-to for a snack, and then took the 
Lapland Pond trail to Millman Pond. 
This trail was much less traveled and had 
no tracks in the snow. We played “find 
the marker” to figure out our way. I 
must say that the bright yellow disks 
nailed to the trees were easy to follow in 
the snow — no offense to certain other 
trails that use white paint. Even though 
we had to search to follow the trail, this 
section was pretty easy, with little 
climbing or descending and some nice 
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wetland areas. We observed that this 
trail is probably very wet in warmer 
weather. 

We reached the Millman Pond 
leaq-to for lunch. The lean-to and privy 
are a sight to behold, maintained by an 
obviously dedicated caretaker. The lean- 
to was very clean and had lots of 
shelves, hooks, and cubbies for storage. 
The privy was even more impressive. It 
had poems and cartoons about outhouses 
tacked to the walls, a generous supply of 
toilet paper, and, most importantly, a 
bright red toilet seat! Lifting the lid, one 
finds a message scripted carefully in 
permanent marker: “Millman Pond Hot 
Seat.” 

After a long, sunny lunch break, we 
retraced our steps on the Lapland Pond 
and Pike Brook trails. Once again, we 
passed several turn-offs to the Black 
Mountain summit, but in addition to 
reasons a and b above, we now had c) 
we’d be descending in the dark. We 
stuck to the plan and arrived at the cars 
with plenty of time until dark. All in all, 
we’d done a little over 8 miles, and the 
hike was declared a success. I was one 
of the folks who chose to wear 
snowshoes, and I slept over eleven hours 
that night! 

Pharaoh Lake Wilderness, NY 

29 March 2008 
By Allison Norton, leader 

For this hike, we began at the 
Putnam Pond Campground in Chilson, 
NY (just west of Ticonderoga). On the 
day of our hike, the road leading from 
NY 74 to the campground was plowed 
only to the last house. Beyond that, we 
followed deep ruts through slushy, wet 
snow downhill into the campground. 

I was concerned about difficulties 
getting out, but figured I’d deal with that 
at the end of the hike! Rather than drive 
to the trailhead, we chose to park at the 
entry booth of the campground and walk 
the extra two tenths of a mile because of 
the snowy road. Larry was attired in 
several shades of yellow and green, 
causing several to comment on his 
ensemble. 

The hike started just beyond the 
boat launch on Putnam Pond, and took 
us along the Grizzle Ocean Trail. There 
were several feet of snow in the woods. 


and most of us wore snowshoes. As I’d 
warned in the hike description, we had 
several stream crossings. Some had 
actual bridges and some had snow 
bridges, but a few required leaps of faith. 

It was only about two miles to the 
Grizzle Ocean lean-to where we had our 
lunch. 

After lunch, we walked out on the 
pond, roughly following the shoreline 
and making a nice loop. We returned on 
the trail back toward the campground. 
About halfway along, we encountered a 
side trail to the south shore of Putnam 
Pond. The views were absolutely 
beautiful, with clear blue sky and the 
pond (which is actually the size of a 
lake) covered in ice and snow. 

A few brave souls ventured out 
onto the ice, and before we knew it, the 
entire group was on the ice. I had my 
reservations about this, as did several 
others, but groups often follow each 
other, and a “shortcut” (still about a 
mile) across the flat pond in the sun was 
just too tempting. So, most of us, 
including me, began to trek across the 
ice. Several group members held back 
and politely voiced their concerns about 
safety, and chose to head back through 
the woods. 

It was a long trip across the middle 
of the pond, and as we walked I noticed 
that much of the ice along the shoreline 
was gone. As we got closer to the boat 
launch, I wondered what we’d do if the 
ice was thinner there or if it was gone 
altogether. We made it onto the pier 
without incident, and the hikers who’d 
chosen the woods route met up with us 
only a few minutes later. 

Our drive out of the campground 
was also without incident, and we once 
again made it home in one piece. After 
the hike, I learned from the Longstreet 
Highroad Guide to the Adirondacks that 
the name Grizzle Ocean comes from a 
logger named Grizzle who "boasted so 
much about the fish he caught in this 
pond that his friends joked it must be an 
ocean.” 

First AT Thru Hiker Spotted 

Swan Song reports the first AT thru 
hiker of the season passing Gov. Clement 
Shelter on 13 May. The hiker said he left 
Springer Mountain in January .Mad Hatter 
says he must like hiking in snow. 


Deer Leap? - Plan B 

3 May 2008 

By Steve Williams, leader 

This hike was a reschedule of that 
of 27 October, which was rained out. 

On Monday, in preparation for the 
Saturday hike, Tom Copps and Steve 
Williams hiked the route to check for 
any missing signs, none were found; but 
they did have three hours of rain, some 
gusts of wind up to thirty-five miles an 
hour and a few slabs of residual hard 
packed snow come ice to contend with. 
The view from the overlook to 
Sherburne Pass was intermittent, and it 
was hardly the spot for a relaxed lunch.). 

Now to Saturday, when the 6:00 
AM weather forecast indicated 
“showers" for the morning. From that 
time on there was continuous rain until 
Steve arrived at the Rutland meeting 
point to find Sue Thomas and Tom 
Copps. Sue’s take on the day was “Not 
for me”, and Steve and Tom’s reaction 
was “Been there, done that”, so they 
decided to sit in Steve’s car and await 
further arrivals, if any. Surprise, surprise, 
there was one; Allison Norton, who had 
a strong disinclination to return home. 

After some discussion an 
acceptable alternative to Deer Leap was 
agreed upon and the three enthusiasts 
were on their way, at which time the rain 
stopped, though the temperature 
remained on the low side. During their 
three-hour hike the group visited two 
ponds, could see where Pico and 
Killington would be seen if they were 
not hidden in clouds, descended into a 
fifty foot gorge, which hardly challenged 
Quechee, but which was picturesque 
nevertheless, observed some vicious 
orange reptiles, passed some recently 
charred stumps and timbers, found a 
piece of aged transportation equipment 
and an antique liquor holder, lunched 
overlooking one of the ponds, and 
ascended a peak known by its elevation. 

Steve offers a Toblerone bar to the 
first correct identification (by telephone 
or e-mail) of the location of the hike. 
The opening date for this challenging 
competition is when the judge, aka 
Steve, receives his copy of this edition of 
Smoke A Blazes. 
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Killington Section Annual Membership and Directors Meetings 


By John Hale, Secretary 


The Treasurer’s annual reports were accepted as presented. 


The Killington Section annual general membership 
meeting and a meeting of the board of directors were held on 5 
April 2008 at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Rutland. 
About 26 people attended including the following board 
members: 

Barbara Griffith, VP Wayne Krevetski 

Barry Griffith. Pres. Andrea McQuade 

John Hale. Sec. & Treas. Roma Pulling 

Lynda Hutchins Steve Williams 

Our pot luck supper began about 5:30 PM and was enjoyed 
by all. 

President Barry Griffith brought the business meeting to 
order with the observation that this was probably the 97th 
annual meeting of the Killington Section, the presentation of the 
agenda for the evening, and the announcement that two new 
member of the Board of Directors would be elected this 
evening. 

The meeting minutes of the 2007 annual meeting, as 
printed in Smoke A Blazes were approved as printed. 


Reports for the year ending 3 1 December 2007. 


ASSETS 


Checking accounts 

$2,070.50 

Certificates of deposit 

20.115.48 

Total Assets - 2007 

$22,185.98 

NO LIABILITIES 


Total Assets - 2006* 

$19.791.82 

Net Increase in Assets 


(2006 to 2007) 


$2,394.16 


INCOME 


Membership Dues 

$1,152.50 

Interest Income 

331.57 

Donations 

2,253.72 

Other 

40.00 

Total Income 

$3,777.79 

EXPENSE 


Postage & Printing 

$ 548.93 

Trails and Shelters 

587.75 

Hall Rental (Two Annual Meetings 

150.00 

Other 

96.95 

Total Expense 

SI. 383.63 

Net Increase in Assets 


(2006 to 2007*) 

$2,394.16 

♦Treasurer’s Note: The 12/31/06 Financial Statements as 

originally presented, showed Total Assets of $20,499.60. This 

figure was reduced by $707.78 to reflect a 

more accurate 

balance as of that date: $19,791.82. A frill reconciliation of this 

revised statement is available on request of the Treasurer. 


John pointed out that the Section is basically running at 
break-even with dues and interest covering expenses. This 
year’s extraordinary donation from the estate of a former 
member caused the increase in assets. 


Trails and Shelters Chairperson Herb Ogden spoke 
about Section accomplishments in 2007 and challenges for 
2008. 

• Minerva Hinchey is finished except for some more staining 
to be done. 

• Governor Clement Shelter may yet be saved. The town has 
"thrown up” the road but has yet to pass the ordinance necessary 
to install the gate. 

• Cooper Lodge is still scheduled for demolition but will not 
be tom down until a new tent platform is built to replace it. New 
signage is especially needed at this location and a volunteer with 
a router and skills is sought. 

• A sign board is needed at the Bucklin trailhead because the 
existing one cannot be read from the road. 

• Trail blazes are in need of refreshment and volunteers are 
sought. 

• Thanks were offered to Dave Coppock and Larry Walter for 
extraordinary volunteer service. 

• One project seeking a volunteer is that of reading, 
condensing and compiling the data in the trail registers: traffic 
volume, comments, etc. 

• We have tools to loan to those who want to work outside 
the regular work parties. 

Main Club Director of Field Programs Dave Hardy 
spoke about projects elsewhere in Vermont. 

• The State of Vermont is proposing to allow mountain 
biking and horseback riding on some of the single path trails in 
specific sections of the state parks. The Main Club plans to 
object to this use. (The Long Trail is protected from these uses 
because it falls under national jurisdiction.) 

• The Thundering Falls Bridge is scheduled to be dedicated 
on Saturday, 1 3 September this year. 

• A developer has purchased the defunct ski resort. Snow 
Valley near Bromley. The plan is to build expensive homes and 
re-establish the ski resort for homeowners only. While it seems 
unlikely that the snowmobile trail (VAST 7) currently running 
through the property would be re-routed to share the Long Trail, 
still the Main Club will intercede to assure that the VAST 7 is 
not re-routed at all closer to the LT. 

• Big Jay Mountain adjoins the Jay Peak ski area. Both 
mountains are on State property but the Green Mountain Club 
holds a conservation easement on Big Jay and the bowl in 
between the two mountains. The bowl has been traditionally 
and illegally used by back country skiers. Last year two men 
allegedly clear cut 800 trees in the bowl to facilitate their winter 
sport. The men have been identified and charged with the 
crime; they face up to five years in prison. The Main Club has 
closed the damaged area to allow re-generation and the back 
country skiing community is up in arms. 

• The Main Club has agreed to further exploration of a 
connection with the North Country National Scenic Trail which 
now rims from North Dakota to Crown Point in New York. Any 
connection would likely run through Addison County to connect 
to the Long Trail in the Middlebury Gap area. These are 


- 9 - 


Volume 61. Number 2 

preliminary negotiations. 

CMC Board Representative Lynda Hutchens presented 
her report of the 22 March 2008 Main Club board meeting. 

• Financially, the Main Club has a current account deficit 
caused primarily by the Capital Campaign pulling donations 
away from the three appeals processed during a year. Next 
year’s budget will be prepared without increase. 

• The Vermont State allocations included $25,000 for the 
Club. 

• The Second Century Campaign is within $50,000 of our 
goal to raise $5.25 million, has been a big success, and will be 
completed shortly. 

• Construction for the new headquarters building will begin 
shortly as all necessary permits have been obtained and the 
funds are at hand. 

Lynda’s full report is available from the Secretary. 

Smoke A Blazes editor Bob Perkins was thanked for his 
tireless work. S&B appears to be 61 years old this season. 

Sue Thomas announced a quilting bee project the product 
of which will be raffled off to the benefit of the GMC. Everyone 
is welcome to participate. 

Steve Williams reported that the Long Trail in Bits and 
Pieces group is still hiking having completed 19 of 29 defined 
sections. There are four section members hiking and Tom Copps 
has completed all of the 19 sections. 
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President Barry Griffith set out some upcoming events: 

• GMC Annual Meeting. Waterbury Center, 3 1 May 2008 

• Second Annual Long Trail Festival, Rutland, 15-17 August 

2008 

• ATC Biennial Conference, Castleton, 17-20 July 2009 

• Green Mountain Club Centennial Celebration, 2010 

• Killington Section Centennial Celebration, 201 1 

Board member Wayne Krevetski reported on plans for 
this year’s Long Trail Festival, the second annual, to be held on 
15-17 August this year. "The Long Trail is not just a brewery." 

The general membership nominated and elected Allison 
Norton, Barry Griffith, and Sue Thomas to the Killington 
Section board of Directors. The new board met and elected the 
following officers for the coming year: 

• President. Barry Griffith 

• Vice President, Wayne Krevetski 

• Secretary and Treasurer, John Hale 

• GMC Board Representative, Lynda Hutchins 

• Alternate GMC Board Representative, Steve Williams 

The next board meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 3 June 
at 6:00 PM at the Back Home Again Cafe. 

The meeting was adjourned at about 8:30 PM 


Smoke & Blazes 


Feeling Lucky? - Win a Quilt! 

By Sue Thomas 

The Killington Section is selling raffle tickets for this 
beautiful queen-size quilt. The top squares in the "bear paw" 
pattern were made by Karen Bowles, Joan Davidson. Ruth 
Gibbud. Barb Griffith. Carol Hare, Cindy Oas-Kirk. Cindy 
Taylor-Miller, and Sue Thomas. The whole thing was put 
together by Barb, Cindy, and Sue in a marathon week of sewing 
(and ripping out and re-sewing!). It was a fun co-operative 
project, and we're all proud of what we accomplished together. 

Proceeds will go to the Green Mountain Club, 
earmarked for trails and shelters. Tickets are $2.00 each or three 
for $5.00 and will be available on Killington Section hikes 
throughout the summer and at the Long Trail Festival in August. 

The drawing will be held on 27 September at the Green 
Mountain Club Volunteer Appreciation Picnic in Londonderry. 

If you're interested in buying (or selling) tickets, call 
Sue Thomas, 773-2 1 85. 

[Smoke A Blazes regrets that our monochrome printing cannot 
do justice to the heautijul and bright quill of many colors. Ed. ] 
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Killington Section Low Elevation Trail Ready for Summer Hikers 


By Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters Chair 

Thanks to work done by Sector Checkers Bob 
Shanahan, Cindy Taylor-Miller, Barb and Barry Griffith, 
Connie Youngstrom, and Steve Williams, nine of us were pretty 
much able to do the work necessary to put the Long Trail from 
Wallingford Gulf to Gov. Clement Shelter in good to excellent 
shape. 

Four of us cleaned out the long ditches on the Long 
Trail north of Patch Hollow, made a start at repairing a bridge, 
and clipped back what was growing into the trail. Three more 
worked between Route 103 and the Lottery Road. Two of us 
pruned from the Gov. Clement Road to Gov. Clement Shelter 
and spent most of our time building up a walkway through a wet 
place on the side hill north of the former Haley farm. 

Some work is left. We did not cure the perennial 
nuisance of wet trail in the cow pastures on both sides of the 
Lottery Road. That would take either a lot of volunteers with 


pick axes and shovels, or a small backhoe. to dig a ditch just 
uphill from the trail. This may be the only remaining place on 
the LT where the presence of cows complicates the drainage. 

Minerva Hinchey Shelter needs stain on the extended 
rafters, needs its privy moved to a new hole by fall, and could 
stand a little other work. 

Another remaining task is to finish repainting the 
blazes from Bear Mountain to Minerva Hinchey Shelter and 
from Clarendon Lookout to the Lower Cold River Road. I've 
found blazing to be a pleasant one mile per hour task, not bad 
even for a hot day. The chief requirements are that you need to 
paint a neat, square cornered two-inch by six-inch blaze, 
exercise good sense about what to blaze (for example, don't 
repaint a blaze on a dead tree that may soon fall), and either be 
at least five and a half feet tall or be able to levitate to reach the 
higher blazes. 



Volunteers Needed for ATC Conference Next Year in Castleton 


The GMC will host the 2009 Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy Biennial Conference at Castleton State College. 
We need hundreds of volunteers to plan and run the conference, 
which will host 800- 1 000 outdoor enthusiasts. (The Iasi lime the 
GMC hosted the ATC Biennial Conference was in 1985 at 
Green Mountain College.) 

July 17-24, 2009 will be a week of celebrating and 
learning about the 2,170-mile Appalachian Trail. Hikers will 
come to Vermont from all over the U.S. Many will be AT thru- 
hikers or section hikers still working to complete the trail. 
Anyone coming to the conference can enjoy the following 
activities: 

Indoors 

ATC General Membership Meeting 

Trail and Shelter Discussion Panels 

Hiking and Backpacking Workshops 

Exhibits, Vendors. Food & Friends 

Evening Entertainment 

Time to Talk and Meet Other Outdoor People 


Outdoors 

Appalachian Trail Hikes in Vermont 

Long Trail Adventures 

Family Programs 

Bicycle Tours 

Paddling Expeditions 

Vermont History & Cultural Excursions 

A Chance to Breathe Fresh Vermont Air 

We need volunteers to lead hikes and excursions; register 
and greet guests; sell T-shirts; staff workshop information 
centers; manage logistics including signs, parking and camping; 
and much, much more. We need you NOW and for the event 
itself. 

It is not too early to add your name to the growing list of 
potential volunteers. If you have a particular interest, let us 
know and we will be happy to accommodate you. Our greatest 
need for volunteers will be Friday, July 17 - Monday, July 20. 
To volunteer, or for more information, please contact Jean 
Anderson at: jeanoutdoors@aol.com 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $35 ADDRESS: 

Family $45 

Senior/Student/Volunteer $20 

Contact us for information on life memberships 

and categories for giving at a higher level. PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section’s 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


Bob Perkins. Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland. VT 05701 
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Killington Section Member Summits Kilimanjaro 

I had put my name on a waiting list and made a 
deposit two years ago. Passport - check, inoculations - 
check, forms in at Pack Paddle Ski - check, airline 
reservation confirmed - check. The day of my vacation 
was drawing near. Finally gear - the most thought- 
requiring item in spite of a basic list that had been sent. I 
think I'm ready! 

On 8 February I headed to Rochester, NY, caught 
a plane the next day, and the day after that arrived in 
Moshi, Tanzania, Africa via Detroit, Amsterdam, and 
Kilimanjaro. There were eleven of us, three from Vermont 
and eight from New York, plus Rick and Yusaf, our 
guide/leaders. Our base was the Springland Hotel in 
Moshi. 

Early next morning we were up and headed out 
on a three-day safari to Lake Manyara and the 
Ngorongoro Crater where we saw all the Big Five except 
the jaguar. On our fourth day we began our climb of Mt. 

Kilimanjaro via the Machame Route, which is a five-day 
ascent allowing for acclimatization The route was via 
Machame Hut, Shira Hut. Barranco Valley, Karangua 
Barafu Hut, to Uhuru Peak at 19,340 feet. 

We started the summit climb at 11:30 PM, 
arriving at Uhuru Peak at 6:30 AM to watch the daylight 
arrive. Most of the group made the hike with a couple 
people getting altitude sickness and unable to make the 
summit. On summit night (and throughout our trek) we 
were well tended with one porter to about even, two 
hikers in case someone needed help. The porters would 
burst into song now and again along the trail. Heading up 
the mountain our headlights were on. and soft beautiful, 
melodic music began, here and then there, from the 
porters along our rank and file. To me the overall effect 
was that of a pilgrimage. Ahead and behind us were other 
similar groupings of light. 

We descended via the Mwika Trail, which is more direct 
and took two days. 


Mount Kilimanjaro 


In our travels we carried a day pack with water, 
snacks, and gear for any weather condition. The porters 
pampered us by carrying everything else up the mountain 
as well as by cooking our meals. The effects of altitude 
were the most unpredictable factors. The weather was 
changeable with the clouds, and the temperatures dropped 
as the elevation increased. Once we were back at the hotel. 
Thank Yous and gifts were given to the porters. We were a 
changed group. Our strides were proud. We had climbed 
Kilimanjaro! 

P.S. A surprising coincidence occurred on the trip. 
One of the couples and their 16 year old daughter 
mentioned being on the Long Trail last summer. In a river 
in the Shrewsbury area they came upon a stash of soda 
that was cold and heaven-sent. I quickly mentioned that I 
knew of the stash and the gentleman who kept it supplied 
for hikers. A big Thank you to Jerry Parker from Debbie, 
Joe, and Liz! 

How about that! I travel halfway around the world 
to hear about the trail magic from Jerry Parker. (I actually 
met a couple of men on the Long Trail on Camel's Hump 
last summer who also spoke highly of finding Jerry's 
stash.) It's a small world. Your deeds do not go unnoticed. 
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Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 
Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" * Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 

2010 * John Hale 

" * Lynda Hutchins 

" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

201 1 *BarT> Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 


♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary/Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 


Killington Section Treasure Hunt 

In our May issue Herb Ogden posed a Killington Section virtual 
treasurer hunt. Here it is with the clues and solution revealed. 

• Start at the site of the southernmost shelter, camp, or lodge that 
ever existed in the Killington Section. BufTum Lodge 

• Go north on what was the LT until the 1997 relocation, to the 
top of the first hill. Button Hill 

• Go west until you hit the present LT. 

• Note the first letter in the first word of the name of the place 
where you now are. "P" Patch Hollow 

• Go to the former camp complex developed by a man whose last 
name began with the same letter as the first word in the name of the 
place where you just hit the present LT. It is on a blue blazed trail 
maintained by the Killington Section. Perkins (Craigue) Tall 
Timber Camp 

• Go as far north as you can on this blue blazed trail. 

• Note the first letter in the second word of the name of the place 
where you now are. "R" Blue Ridge Mountain 

• Go to the shelter whose name used to begin with the next letter 
in the alphabet. "S" Sunnyside Camp 

• Hike 13.8 miles on the LT while remaining in the Killington 
Section. 


Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 


Where are you now? Cooper Lodge 

Sue Thomas was first to locate the virtual treasurer and. as 
promised. Herb presented her with a 1960s Long Trail Guide and has 
donated $100 to the Kirk Fund in Sue's name. 


Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 


Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 170 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Allison Henry 47 West St., # I . Rutland. VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonI@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade. 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@comcast.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184. RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East Rutland, VT 05701, 773-6997, puIlingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 2 1 Academy St., Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: Sept. - Nov. 2008 

• « * 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless otherwise 
noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. Distances are round trip and are 
approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any 
questions. 

6 September, Saturday, 10:00 AM Deer Leap Overlook, Killington Steve Williams, 645-9529 

Climb to a rocky overlook with beautiful views. A few steep pitches on this loop hike via the Long/ Appalachian 
Trail. 

Moderate, 4 miles, 800-foot elevation gain. 

13 September, Saturday, 8:30 AM Pico Loop, Killington Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Hike south on the LT/AT to Churchill Scott Shelter, then to the summit of Pico for lunch with a view. Descend 
via the Sherburne Pass Trail past Pico Camp and the Sink Hole. 

Moderate. 7 miles, with some steep climbing. 

21 September, Sunday, 6:00 AM Mt. Greylock, Adams, MA Dorothy Sullivan, 436-2019 

The highest peak in Massachusetts at 3491 feet. Call leader for alternative meeting place. 

Difficult, 10.5 miles. 2000-foot elevation gain. A steady pace will be required. 

27 September, Saturday, 10:00 AM Greendalc Trail, Weston Barry & Barb Griffith, 492-3573 

Walk on old roads bordered by stone walls and abandoned orchards. We'll go on to the GMC Volunteer 
Appreciation Picnic in Londonderry in the afternoon, where the Killington Section quilt will be raffled off, food 
will be served, and volunteer awards will be presented. Come join the fun! 

Easy. 4-mile road walk. 

4 October, Saturday, 9:00 AM Old Baldy, Bridgewater Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

A gradual ascent with a few steep spots leads to the 2409-foot summit, with sweeping views of the Connecticut 
River Valley and the White Mountains. 

Moderate. 4 miles. 

11 October, Saturday Equinox Trails, Manchester Diane Bargiel, 413-687-1 109 

Explore the preserve featuring views and a pond. 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

Easy to moderate. 

18 October, Saturday, 9:00 AM Goshen Mountain, Goshen Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Bushwhack to the 3293-foot summit for views of the cliffs of Mount Horrid. 

Difficult. 4 miles. 

25 October, Saturday, 9:00 AM Skylight Pond, Ripton Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Climb to a remote beaver pond via the Skylight Pond Trail for lunch at the Long Trail's Skyline Lodge shelter. 
Moderate, 5 miles. 


30 October, Thursday, Midnight Deadline for Winter Hike Schedule 


Sue Thomas, 773-2185 



! ! ! Attention AH Hike Leaders ! ! ! 

The next schedule will include outings for December, January, and February. 
Claim your dates for ski, snowshoe, skate, slip, or slide trips. 

Call Sue before Halloween. 



Schedule continued on next page. 


Killington Section, GMC - Outing Schedule: June Aug yet 2008 

Schedule continued from previous page 

1 November, Saturday, 9:00 AM Smith Peak, Shrewsbury Barry & Barb Griffith, 492-3573 

We'll start up the Black Swamp Trail, then bushwhack tot the 3200-foot summit to sign our names in the log 
book. Difficult, 6 miles. 

8 November, Saturday^OO AM Trail Work Party Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Our major project will be work on the puncheon north of Governor Clement Shelter in Shrewsbury. Possibly 
other projects, depending on participation. Bring work gloves, lunch, and sturdy shoes; tools provided 
Rain date: 1 1/9. 

16 November, Sunday Great Hawk Colony, Rochester Gordon & Helen Cawood, 352-4310 

A safe walk for hunting season, partly paved and partly smooth dirt. A joint trip with the Breadloaf Section. 

Call leaders for meeting time and place. 

Easy road walk, 4.4 miles. 

22 November, Saturday, 6:00 PM Annual Fall Potluck Supper Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Join us for our annual fall potluck and a slide presentation by Cindy Taylor-Miller on her recent cross-country 
bike trek. Bring plates, utensils, and a dish to share. Meet at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside 
Avenue in Rutland. Nonmembers welcome. 

6 December, Saturday, 9:30 AM Prospect Mountain, Lake George, NY Steve Williams, 645-9529 

A steep climb near the route of an old funicular railway, once the world's longest cable railway, to the site of the 
former summit hotel. Some steep climbing. 

Meet at the Fair Haven Welcome Center on Route 4. 

Moderate, 3 miles. 

13 December, Saturday, 9:00 AM Cook Mountain, Lake George, NY Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Our second annual Cook Mountain expedition. Views of Lake George and the Champlain Valley from the top of 
the Tongue Mountain Range. Some steep spots. Snowshoes may be needed depending on conditions. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 


Turtle Walks Schedule 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle” hikes for seniors and others who wish to 
enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, involve limited 
elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for 
Vermont weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9 AM at the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue. We 
return in early to mid-afternoon. Call leaders listed at the right below if you have questions. All are welcome. 


4 September 

Tinmouth Pond, Tinmouth 

An easy road walk by the pond in Rutland's original county seat 

Roma Pulling 
773-6997 

1 8 September 

Trail Around Middlebury 

Not all the way around. Leader will select an interesting section 

Edith Kellogg 
775-1246 

2 October 

Hawk Mountain, Brandon 

Hike past the original, now abandoned . Brandon town center 

Roma Pulling 
773-6997 

1 6 October 

Fall Foliage Hike 

Leader will try to find the best color in our area 

Jean Davies 
483-6623 

30 October 

Back of Blue Ridge, Mendon/Chittenden 

Walk up Old Turnpike Road and down Wildcat Road 

Bob Perkins 
773-0184 
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Outing Reports 


County Road to Vt Route 9 

20 May 2007, E2E Leg 10 
By Cindy Oas-Kirk 

1 was asked to recapture this 
hike, whose write-up had been 
overlooked. Let me see - the hikers 
were Rich and Lindy Brown, Tom 
Copps, Allison Norton, Cindy Oas- 
Kirk and Tom Shanahan. 1 recall 
meeting on Route 9 east of 
Bennington. We left a car there and 
drove to the trail head on County 
Road. This route affords a view of 
the power generating windmills at 
Searsburg to the south although very 
few windmills were in motion that 
morning. 

This was the hike on which 1 
learned what a puncheon was. There 
seemed to be miles of puncheons, 
both above and below the water line. 
A number of us thought we would 
see how waterproof our boots were. 
Others - smarter than us - took their 
boots off and went barefoot. Several 
aerial acts demonstrated how 
slippery puncheons can be. 

There was an outstanding 
phenomenon at a point where the 
trail bordered a pond. As we came 
around a bend we encountered a fi ve- 
to-six-foot wall of branches, a beaver 
dam, which sealed off a river to 
create the pond whose surface was 
eye-level above us. This was a little 
disconcerting, but there were no 
leaks. What an engineering marvel! 

After seven miles of up and 
down Harmon Hill offers an 
expansive view of Bennington. The 
thought of Lindy's cookies and 
lemonade at the car was a perfect 
carrot for us over the 1.8-mile steep, 
descending, rocky staircase to Route 
9. 

Great hike! 


Merck Forest Overnight, Rupert 

19/20 April 2008 
By Larry Walter, leader 

We had a near-record turnout 
for the day hike portion of this trip 
with 18 heads counted at the trail 
head. After a brief visit with the 
Merck kitty cat we headed up the hill 
towards the bam and sugar house. 
The first real grade is a bit steep in 
places so we re-grouped at the first 
trail intersection and watered up. 
Tom, Peter, and crew took out some 
small windfalls along the way with 
the arborist saw. 

A quick sidestep onto the 
Lourie Trail put us at Ned’s Cabin 
where we had lunch and conducted a 
brief inspection. There are several 
places in need of attention, including 
some rotting deck boards on the front 
porch, a sticking rear door and 
deteriorating insulation material on 
the floor. We decided the dead 
mouse hanging from the rafters was 
an acceptable ornament, especially 
since we couldn’t reach it. All in all 
though, the cabin is still a very nice 
place to stay. The whole group had 
lunch at and around the picnic table. 
The black flies were out and biting, 
but we managed to bat them away. 

Part B of the hike involved a 
steep pitch up the Beebe Trail (next 
time we’ll take the Buechner- 
Lookout route) where the group got 
stretched out a bit. Some of us ran 
out of water (it was HOT!) but some 
sharing of bottles helped. Included in 
this section was a detailed recitation 
of a past Merck hike near- 
catastrophe when a 12-inch beech 
snag nearly clobbered Steve, Connie, 
her doggie (Phoebe?) and Tom. Said 
log is still laying there along some 
stone steps. 

After we hit the saddle, another 
ten minutes up the ridge landed us at 
Mt. Antone for some nice, although 


somewhat hazy views. Some patches 
of snow afforded some relief from 
the heat. On the way back down 
Antone Road, the group split up at 
the Wade Lot Road intersection 
where six of us returned to Ned’s for 
the overnight stay. There were 
several windfalls along this section 
as well, some too big for our little 
saw to handle. 

Upon arrival at the cabin. Tom 
and I hiked up to the small culvert to 
the southwest of Ned’s to filter some 
water for dinner. I discovered my 
little MSR was missing a small check 
ball, but Tom came to the rescue 
with his filter and we soon had 
enough to get us though two meals. I 
stuffed a quart of milk up the culvert 
for cold storage purposes. Dinner 
was simple, but satisfying. We 
rigged up a nylon suspended, twin 
candle-lantern over the top of the 
table. Tom and I attempted to read 
amid flying debris while Sue, Viv, 
Allison and Peter waged an 
increasingly aggressive card game. I 
can’t remember the name - Pummel? 
Annihilate? Crush? Something like 
that. 

Next morning we were up at 
0600 to pick up several spindled 
and/or burnt playing cards, cheap 
cigar butts and a couple pink-handled 
throwing knives (!) embedded in the 
rafters above the table. A brief hike 
found the milk still safely hidden 
away in the culvert. We had 
breakfast and strolled back down 
Antone Road with a detour down 
Clark’s Clearing Trail to Birch Pond. 
Some of us paused to visit the bam 
animals and the crosscut saw 
collection before we rendezvoused at 
the visitor center. The house cat was 
feeling better, even getting lured into 
a brief game of swat the paper. 
Seems they said she was 18 years 
old. 
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Vermont Route 15 to 
Codding Hollow Road & on to 
Davis Neighborhood Trail Jet 

25/26 May 2008, E2E Legs 19 & 20 
By Cindy Oas-Kirk 

Participants: Tom Copps, Cindy 
Oas-Kirk, and Steve Williams. 

This two-day excursion was our 
first of the 2008 End-to-End in Bits 
and Pieces season. We will complete 
the Long Trail this year if all goes as 
scheduled. 

We switched our hikes for this 
weekend because reports from 
headquarters state there is snow on 
Bolton Mountain. We will begin at a 
lower elevation. The travel time and 
mileage are adding up as we head 
north and I feel like a tourist on the 
holiday weekend as we traveled the 
beautiful Vermont countryside. We 
left Rutland at 8:45 AM, stopped at 
GMC Headquarters and dropped off 
some gear, spotted cars, and set out 
from the Route 15 West Settlement 
Road trailhead at noon. 

We went a short distance and 
gee - it was lunch time. We found a 
large rock beside the impressive, 
new, Lamoille River suspension 
bridge and had lunch and then 
continued our Long Trail journey on 
this beautiful day. Prospect Rock 
Lookout overlooking the Lamoille 
River valley was definitely the 
highlight of this section. We emerged 
at Codding Hollow Road at 5:00 PM 

Back at GMC Headquarters we 
settled into one of the enclosed 
shelters and then headed for the Back 
40 building with kitchen and 
showers. Sleep came easily after 
Steve's lasagna and Cindy's dessert. 
The next morning started off 
correctly with Tom's bagels and 
cream cheese. (Note the accent on 
food.) We packed, spotted cars, and 
returned to the Long Trail at Codding 
Hollow Road at 8:00 AM. 

Mt. Laraway and the Laraway 
Lookout offered fabulous views of 
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Mt. Mansfield and of the area of our 
previous day's ramblings. Atop the 
mountains, alas, we came into snow 
-just a small stretch beneath the 
puncheons. 

The prediction of rain came true 
when we were a mile from Corliss 
Camp. We lunched at the shelter and 
proceeded to Davis Neighborhood 
Road, exiting at 12:45 PM. 

Two days of moderate hikes 
was a gentle introduction to our third 
year on the Long Trail. We are in 
good hands with Tom tracking our 
routes and mileage with his GPS and 
Steve, with his new altimeter, 
offering an encouraging expletive 
every 1,000 feet of elevation gain! 

Bolton Notch Road to 
Lake Mansfield Trail Junction 

8 June 2008. E2E Leg 21 
By Lindy Brown 

Cindy Oas-Kirk, Allison 
Norton. Tom Copps. Steve Williams. 
Dorothy Sullivan, and Rich and 
Lindy Brown started this hike at 7:45 
AM with the temperatures in the 90s! 
We had our first lunch at 
Harrington's View, which was 
beautiful with a great view. This was 
my favorite view as the others along 
the way were grown in or hazy. 

Along the way we visited 
Buchanan and Puffer Shelters and 
Taylor Lodge. Taylor Lodge was 
named for James P. Taylor, founder 
of the GMC. It was really 
picturesque sitting on the porch. We 
climbed three mountains: Bolton, 
Mayo, and Clark. 

The black flies were relentless. 
They seemed to thrive on bug spray! 
We were covered in bites by the end 
of the hike. When a porcupine 
crossed our trail we gave him the 
right of way. We hiked near beaver 
ponds, climbed down a ladder, and 
followed the trail of a constipated 
moose! 
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Allison won the time out contest 
so we each had to give her a quarter. 
She surprised us with brownies at the 
end of the day. 

Chipman Lake, Tinmouth 

8 June 2008 

By Roma Pulling, leader 

In three cars our seven hikers 
made their way onto Tinmouth Pond 
Road and parked our vehicles, with 
permission from the owner, at what 
is known as The Pavilion. Returning 
westward on foot, we made our way 
north on West Shore Road, crossing 
the pond outlet on a makeshift 
footbridge and onto West Birch 
Road. We followed this eastward 
along the north shore until we came 
to East Shore Road and took that 
south to Tinmouth Pond Road and 
the start of our hike. 

1 wanted to tie this part of our 
trip in with a visit to the grave of 
Nathaniel Chipman so drove to the 
cemetery next. It being lunchtime by 
then, we stopped in the shade of a 
line of shrubbery and ate before 
continuing with our exploration. 
Nathaniel was a very important 
individual in the Tinmouth 
community, which is why some 
people call the lake by his name; 
others call it Tinmouth Pond. By this 
time our group had dwindled to 
three. One person was more or less 
captive as she was riding in our car.! 
Knowing Chipman's status in the 
town, we looked for the tallest 
monument on the highest point in the 
cemetery and found what we were 
looking for. Nathaniel arrived in 
Tinmouth from Salisbury, CN, 
having been bom there 15 November 
1752. He graduated from Yale, 
served in the Revolutionary War, 
was Chief Justice of Vermont. U. S. 
District Judge, U. S. Senator, and 
was one of the commissioners who 
negotiated the admission of Vermont 
into the Union in 1791. 

Later Rutland replaced 
Tinmouth as the county seat, and 
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Nathaniel along with other VIPs 
moved here to live. 

Lake Mansfield Trail Junction 
to Smugglers Notch 

28 June 2008, E2E Leg 22 
By Steve Williams, leader 

This was the fifth leg north of 1- 
89, with the group comprising Tom 
Copps, Allison Norton, Cindy Oas- 
Kirk and Steve Williams. The group 
again camped at Golden Brook 
Campground at the south end of 
Stowe; a good site by a brook. 

There was an early departure to 
spot a car in Smugglers’ Notch and 
drive the 45 minutes back to Lake 
Mansfield for a 7.00 AM. start; an 
easy 1.5-mile stretch up the Lake 
Mansfield Trail to Taylor Lodge and 
shortly thereafter to join the LT at an 
elevation of 1850 feet. Subsequently 
there is a 3.5-mile climb to 3080 feet 
at the “Eye of The Needle” (where 
the trail passes through a cleft 
between two boulders), but with a lot 
of ups and downs on the way. (The 
“ups and downs” add about a 1000 
feet of elevation gain in excess of a 
straightforward ascent to the Mount 
Mansfield peak). 

The group lunched at Butler 
Lodge, where, it was speculated, 
there would be a good view to the 
west if not surrounded by mist. Of 
three different routes to the so-called 
“Forehead”, the group chose what 
seemed to be the original, and most 
difficult. The most fascinating spot 
was where the only way forward is to 
lie on your stomach on a sloping 
rock with 20 ft drop behind you, hold 
on with both hands as you inch 
across to the far side, where a firm 
foothold is available and where you 
can return to the vertical position. 
Once above this challenge it was a 
fine scramble over ledges to the so 
called “Forehead” at 3940 feet, 
followed by a “walk in the park” to 
the top of the Mansfield Toll Road, 
and then on the actual summit, the 
“Chin”, 1.4 miles away. 
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And now we come to the Trail 
Magic in the form of Phil Henry, 
Allison’s then fiancee, now husband, 
with a backpack of goodies; very 
encouraging, highly appreciated, and 
a good excuse to sit for half an hour. 
There were a few good views to the 
west, before the mist settled in once 
and for all as the group headed for 
the Chin. This was not the place to 
hang around with the weather giving 
every appearance of deteriorating 
rapidly, with rain commencing 
shortly, and then continuing until the 
end of the hike. 

The descent was steep for the 
first half-mile; no massive exposure, 
but considerable care was called for 
to avoid moving in the wrong 
direction too fast. The group stopped 
at Taft Lodge; where some drowned 
looking, but remarkably equable, 
scouts had just arrived for the night. 

Then came the long, long steep 
slog down to Smugglers Notch. 
There was a debate about when a 
vehicle from Smugglers Notch could 
first be heard; some claimed an hour 
before reaching it (aural mirage?), 
some, including the writer, not until 
they were within twenty-five yards 
of the road. 

The sweepstake on the end time, 
5.50 PM. was again won by Allison. 
For the record, our average speed 
was, again, about a mile an hour. 

Mount Ascutney, Windsor 

19 July 2008 
By Herb Ogden, leader 

Trail work has taken so much of 
my scarce spare time since 1 became 
Trails & Shelters Chair that I have 
been on few hikes, so perhaps the 
low attendance was because not 
many people know me any more. Or 
perhaps some were daunted by the 
notice that this was a "difficult" hike. 
Or maybe some actually believed the 
forecast for a hot day with a chance 
of thundershowers. For whatever 
reason, nobody showed up at the 
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meeting point in Rutland. One person 
from South Burlington had. however, 
arranged to meet me at the bottom of 
the Brownsville Trail, so I had to go. 
We had fun anyway. We decided to 
save time by not spotting cars and to 
hike up and down the Weathersfield 
Trail. I think this is the most scenic 
of the four trails up Ascutney . though 
the Windsor Trail has a special place 
in my heart because it was the first 
one my late father and I reopened in 
1966 after the 1938 hurricane had 
closed it. Dad and 1 then founded the 
Ascutney Trails Association, which 
maintains all four trails and publishes 
an excellent guidebook. 

When we arrived, the 
Weathersfield Trail parking lot was 
nearly full. People on the trail ranged 
from the very young to the pretty old. 
Despite this wet summer, the small 
cascade and the flume were nearly 
dry. and the 70-foot Crystal Cascade 
was pretty feeble. Water flow on this 
granite monadnock is strange. 
Apparently it takes so long for water 
to percolate though the rock that the 
water table lags a year or two behind 
the rainfall. Luckily, we had brought 
plenty of water and kept sipping as 
we chugged up the trail and enjoyed 
the sights. My guest especially liked 
the level stretch south of the Crystal 
Cascade with views to the south, and 
the east views from Gus's Lookout. 
By the time we reached the top, 
thunder and dark clouds lay to the 
north, whence the wind was blowing, 
so we did not tarry long on the 
observation tower. We did, however, 
succeed in getting most of the way 
down before it rained, and we arrived 
back at our cars with our clothes only 
slightly dampened and our 
enthusiasm not dampened at all. 

Davis Neighborhood Trail to 
Vermont Route 118 

2 August 2008, E2E Leg 24 
By Allison Henry 

The participants for this hike 
were Allison Henry, Tom Copps, 
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Steve Williams, Cindy Oas-Kirk, and 
Dorothy Sullivan. A few of us 
camped at the Lakeview 
Campground in Eden the night 
before. The proprietor warned us of 
the difficulty of the trail ahead, and 
we wondered whether to feel worried 
or amused. 

After a very uneventful night we 
got an early start on the Davis 
Neighborhood trail. The walking was 
easy and we got to Corliss Camp 
very quickly. As usual, I must 
comment on the shelters. Corliss 
Camp is a very cozy looking 
enclosed cabin with bunks, a porch, 
and an open loft above the main 
cabin. 

On the official Long Trail map. 
the next section of our hike is 
marked off as a 6.7-mile hike with no 
viewpoints, major peaks, side trails, 
or any other landmarks indicated on 
the map other than a few smallish 
peaks noted by black triangles. 1 was 
very concerned about this, thinking 
we'd be walking through a 
monotonous green tunnel for hours, 
choosing our breaks arbitrarily and 
wondering when, if ever, we’d reach 
ANYTHING of note. However, there 
were in fact several viewpoints with 
decent lookouts. Even better, the 
Laraway Section of the GMC did not 
disappoint — each smallish peak and 
even each stream was marked with a 
sign indicating exactly where we 
were. 
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The “6.7 miles of nothing” flew 
by with a few snack breaks and we 
were at Spruce Ledge Camp in time 
for a lovely lunch. Spruce Ledge is 
another well-maintained enclosed 
cabin with bunks and a porch, and 
even a sliding front door. At Spruce 
Ledge Camp there is a lookout 
(LOOKOUT!) toward Belvidere 
Mountain, which will be on our next 
leg. On the side of Belvidere there is 
a grayish thing sticking out. The 
consensus was that it is remnants of 
some sort of asbestos mine, if I got 
that right. To me, it looked like a 
UFO. Believe what you want! 

Our next adventure was Devil’s 
Gulch. Devil’s Gulch is a notch that 
one must navigate by going over, 
between, and around boulders of 
various sizes, mostly big. The Long 
Trail Guide describes Devil’s Gulch 
as a “challenging route.” The shelter 
logs made it sound even worse, with 
the southbound authors insinuating 
that they’d thought they’d never get 
out alive. One comment in a shelter 
log called it “Tolkien-esque,” and 
another called it a “mini-Mahoosic 
Notch.” 

With a little bit of trepidation 
we headed north and before we knew 
it, rocks were beginning to appear 
around us. Just when we were 
asking. “Are we in the Gulch yet?” 
there was another fine Laraway 
section sign stating that we were 
there! After all that buildup. Devil’s 
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Gulch was great and not at all 
difficult compared to say. The 
Forehead. There was one boulder 
shelf that 1 sat down on and said. 
“Hmm, now what.” wondering 
whether 1 wanted to jump. fall, or 
slide onto a very pointy rock down in 
a crevasse, but Cindy looked ahead 
and saw there was terra firma just to 
my left for a landing point. 

After we got through the Gulch, 
wiping our brows and saying, 
“Whew, that was nothin’!” we found 
ourselves headed down toward 
distant Ritterbush pond. We were so 
far ahead of our usual schedule that I 
thought “oh boy, time for a swim!” 
Unfortunately, the trail went up again 
and not toward the pond, so there 
was no swimming for Landshark 
today! We went up some more (of 
course) to Ritterbush lookout, and 
then had a nice, rolling walk down 
toward the car on Route 1 18. 

We were out of there by three 
o'clock or so, setting a new land- 
speed record. I believe Steve won the 
“time out” contest. Two more 
excellent things happened after that. 
First, it started raining about ten 
minutes after we got in the car 
(translation: a victory, we beat the 
rain!). Second, we FINALLY made 
it to Ben and Jerry's in Waterbury 
before they closed! 


Killington Section Directors Meeting 


By John Hale, Secretary 

A regular meeting of the 
Killington Section Board of 
Directors was held on 10 June 2008 
at the Back Home Again Cafe in 
Rutland. Attending Board Members: 
Barry Griffith, President 
Wayne Krevetski, Vice President 
Sue Thomas 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller 


Roma Pulling 
Allison Norton 
Lynda Hutchins 

John Hale, Secretary' & Treasurer. 
Absent: 

Andrea McQuade 
Guests: 

Bob and Thelma Perkins 

President Barry G. called the 
meeting to order at about 6:00 PM 
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The minutes for the Annual 
Meeting of 31 March 2008 and the 
Board Meeting of 5 April 2008 were 
approved as presented. 

The Treasurer’s Report 
($23,300.73 assets, no liabilities, net 
income $1,114.75) for the period 1 
January 2008 to 6 June 2008 was 
approved as presented. Treasurer 
John H. committed to having Section 
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membership numbers at the next 
Board meeting. 

Lynda H. reported on the Main 
Club’s Board meeting of 31 May 
2008. (A full report is available on 
request of the Secretary.) 

The Governor Clement Road 
gate is now installed. The State of 
Vermont provided the gate itself; 
signage is expected to be erected by 
the Town of Shrewsbury; and the 
vehicle turn-around area is to be 
expanded. No supporting funds will 
be requested of us. 

Keys to the gate will be 
provided: the snowmobile club 

president will have one. and the 
Killington Section President will 
have one. 

President Barry G. 

recommended that log-in stations be 
installed both at Governor Clement 
and Clarendon shelters. These 
devices provide valuable information 
about traffic volume and hiker feed- 
back. Barry G. offered to take charge 
of implementation after consultation 
with Killington Section Trails and 
Shelters Chairperson, Herb Ogden 
and Main Club contact, Dave Hardy. 
Barry G. also recommended that 
signs be installed one mile before 
and after each shelter, which plan he 
will also coordinate. 

Barry G. spoke about signs the 
Killington Section will post on the 
Trail welcoming hikers to the section 
of the Long Trail under our 
protection. After a discussion, it was 
decided not to include Section Board 
members’ names and contact 
information on the signs, but rather 
one single contact name, that of 
President Barry G., should be 
provided. 

Hikers may use the contact to 
request emergency assistance or to 
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request transportation. The signs are 
to be printed on especially durable 
and waterproof paper by the Main 
Club. 

Sue T. led a discussion about 
advertisements posted along the 
Long Trail. The first reaction was 
that all advertisements should be 
taken down when discovered. A 
discussion revealed that some 
advertisements (public bus schedules 
for example) might be appropriate 
and the line became less clear. Lynda 
H. offered to query the Main Club to 
see if there may be an official policy 
on this issue. 

Sue T. reported that this year’s 
Trails Day was successful. There 
were two groups on the Killington 
section clipping, clearing, and 
digging. One group transported 
puncheon lumber for later placement. 
Three blow-downs were cleared and 
there was a picnic afterwards. 

Herb Ogden’s request for 
funding of $405.20 for puncheon 
lumber was approved; the funds will 
be expended from the Kirk Fund 
balances. The Board also authorized 
Herb to spend up to $500 for new 
roof shingles for the Governor 
Clement Shelter. 

Cindy T-M. presented a bill for 
$32.84 for stain for the Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter and asked whether 
the Killington Section or the Main 
Club should make the 
reimbursement. She reasoned that 
since the Main Club has received a 
$15,000 endowment for the 
maintenance of the MH Shelter, they 
should pay. It was agreed that Cindy 
will contact Dave Hardy at the Main 
Club to determine any policy or 
procedure in regards this type of 
expenditure. 

The EMS kayak raffle might 
have generated more for the Section 
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if we had had slightly more notice, 
but everyone agreed it to have been a 
generous gift from EMS that earned 
the Section $274. 

Sue T. and other kind souls have 
sewn a quilt on the theme of four 
bears and will raffle the quilt for the 
benefit of the Main Club as a 
contribution of the Killington 
Section. Tickets are priced at $2 each 
or three tickets for $5 and the 
winning ticket will be drawn on 27 
September this year at the Volunteer 
Appreciation Picnic in Londonderry . 

Sue T. mentioned that, often 
enough, she has problems getting 
hike leaders to commit to specific 
dates in a timely manner. This delays 
her input to the Smoke and Blazes 
newsletter and delays the 
newsletter’s publication. A general 
discussion of this issue ensued. Two 
things became clear: 1) Sue does a 
great job that cannot be improved 
upon; and 2) a special notice to hike 
leaders should be placed in the next 
newsletter, asking for compliance 
with deadlines and calling a Hike 
Leaders Meeting where the issue can 
be explored. 

The Long Trail in Bits and 
Pieces is still going strong. The 
participants are now camping 
overnight through the more distant 
and longer sections. 

The Second Annual Long Trail 
Festival will be held this year on 15 
to 1 7 August at the Fair Grounds in 
Rutland. A wonderful event is 
expected again this year. 

After setting the next Board 
meeting for Tuesday, 7 October at 
6:00 PM at a Rutland restaurant to be 
announced; the meeting was 
adjourned at about 8:20 PM. 
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Bob Perkins, Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 


1 

A 



LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME 

Individual 

. $40 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

Senior/Student/Volunteer 

$50 

$22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 
and categories for giving at a higher level 

PHONE: 



E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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The Top Ten Things I’ve Learned 
On Our Bits and Pieces Hikes 


By Allison Henry 

10. At the first lunch break, the food 
is delicious. At the second break, 
you are grateful to have some food 
left. By the third break, you figure 
you should be grateful that at least 
you have half an old granola bar and 
some pulverized chips. 

9. You can amuse yourself for long 
periods of time by talking about your 
favorite recipes, favorite restaurants, 
and what type of take-out you're 
going to order when you get home. 

8. There are many possible ways to 
get past a blowdown. Bushwhacking 
around it, walking carefully over it, 
climbing over it, and taking a flying 
leap and yelling. “Geronimo!” are all 
acceptable alternatives. 

7. There are many possible ways to 
get down a big slab of bedrock. 
Bushwhacking around it, walking 
carefully down it, climbing down it, 
and taking a flying leap and yelling, 
“Geronimo!” are all acceptable 
alternatives. 

6. No matter what time you get going 
in the morning, you always start 
walking around 7:20 am and always 
finish just before dark, with only a 
few exceptions. 

5. We are never truly sure exactly 
where we are on the trail, even after 
consulting ourselves, different maps, 
the Long Trail Guide, the GPS, and 
hikers coming from the other way. 


4. You fall down so often, get 
swarmed by so many clouds of bugs, 
and push through so much thick 
brush that you never recall each 
individual incident, but you spend 
the next day wondering where that 
odd-shaped bruise, humongous bug 
bite, and suspicious rash came from. 

3. No matter how religiously you 
wash and air out your gear, you will 
find that your house, your car, your 
pack, and your self will smell like a 
foot for days afterward. 

2. Long day-hikes on a Saturday take 
the whole weekend — you spend 
Friday packing and driving, Saturday 
hiking and driving, and Sunday 
resting, inspecting wounds (refer to 
number 4), and dealing with all your 
gear (refer to number 3). 

I. On hike day, by eleven in the 
morning you are counting down the 
miles and hours until the hike will be 
over, but 24 hours later, when you 
are sitting around at home, you will 
be counting down the days or weeks 
until the next hike! 


Killington Section 
Alert 

The Killington Section has 
inaugurated an email service called 
KS Alert to augment our quarterly 
newsletter, Smoke & Blazes. 
Subscribers to the free service, 
occasionally and irregularly, will 
receive emails with items of timely 
interest between Smoke & Blazes 
publication dates. 

To subscribe just send an email 
to KS Alert@aol.com with Join in 
the subject line. 

You can cancel you subscription 
at any time by sending an email to 
KS Alert@aol.com with Cancel in 
the subject line. 

The email address that you 
provide to KS Alert will not be used 
for any other purpose nor will we 
share it with anyone. 

Please don’t use the KS Alert 
email address for any other 
communications. See page 2 for 
contact information for other section 
business. 


LT End-to-End in Bits and Pieces 

LT Miles Hiked: 272.7 LT Miles to Go: 0.0 

Starting at the Massachusetts State Line on 19 August 2006, an eager 
group from the Killington Section resolved to earn their Long Trail End- 
to-End awards by hiking the trail in bits and pieces. Twenty-eight day- 
hikes later, on 12 October 2008, most of the group arrived at mile post 
592 on the Canadian border. Congratulations to you all. 
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Newsletter of the 
Kiliington Section, 
Green Mountain Club 

Kiliington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2009 Wayne Krevetski 

" "‘Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 

2010 *John Hale 

" *Lynda Hutchins 

" "'Cindy Taylor-Miller 

201 1 *Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 


"■Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Kiliington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Our Second Favorite Activity 

Scenes from Our Annual Fall Potluck 



Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@lighters.com 
Allison Henry 47 West St., #1, Rutland, VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@comcast.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma Pulling. 883 US Route 4 [Last, Rutland, VT 05701. 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Outing Reports 


Hadley Mountain, Hadley, NY 

9 August 2008 
By Allison Henry, leader 

For most of the week before the 
hike, the forecast called for rain (big 
surprise!) but by Thursday night 
weatherchannel.com indicated that 
the town of Hadley would have 
sunny weather on Saturday w ith only 
a 20 percent chance of rain! The 
weather held and we had a gorgeous 
clear day. 

With rendezvous points at the 
park in Rutland and at the welcome 
center in Fair Haven, a group of 
seven set out for the long drive to 
Fladley. Even though it is far, it is a 
neat area for a road trip if you like 
tourist traps. We passed a lot of mini 
golf courses, ice cream stands, and 
rafting outfitters along the way. The 
lot was full when we got there; it’s a 
popular place. 

Hadley Mountain is “only” 
about 2675 feet high but the hike 
involves a 1500 foot elevation gain 
in less than two miles. Most of the 
trail is worn down to bare bedrock. 
According to the Longstreet 
Highroad Guide to the Adirondacks, 
the area had several forest fires, 
accounting for not only the thin soil 
but also lots of paper birch. I think 
of this trail’s difficulty as being the 
opposite of most other mountain 
trails. Rather than winding up the 
mountain gradually and ending in a 
steep scramble to the summit, the 
trail goes straight up the side of the 
mountain for the first two thirds or 
so, then levels off and w inds around 
to the summit. 

We made it to the top without 
too much difficulty and joined the 
hordes of other tourists already there. 
Hadley Mountain has an open, rocky 
summit with 360-degree views. We 
had a leisurely lunch in the sun and 


debated with the caretaker and each 
other about the geological features in 
the distance. Here’s the rundown: 
we could see Great Sacandaga Lake, 
various Adirondack peaks (but 
probably not Marcy), the Catskills 
(faintly), and various Green 
Mountain peaks, even including, you 
guessed it, our own Killington. 

By the way, Hadley Mountain 
has a fire tower, too. Most of our 
group ascended the tower, although I 
personally made it only to the highest 
landing and couldn’t bring myself to 
go up the rickety ladder into the box. 

On the way back down to the 
trailhead. Sue found a hat that 
Steve’s friend Barbara had lost on 
the way up. Not quite understanding 
who had lost the hat. Sue 
triumphantly placed it on the head of 
Barb Griffith, resulting in lots of 
laughter from the rest of us as we 
said, “Wrong Barb!” 

At the trailhead there is a sign 
noting the difficulty of the hike, and 
it says that “expert” hikers can make 
the trip up in an hour, “moderate” 
hikers should take an hour and a half, 
and “novices” (or something like 
that) would need several hours. 
Steve reported that it had taken us 
about an hour and fifteen minutes to 
get to the summit, placing us 
between average and “expert.” Not 
bad at all! 

We had a great time and we 
don’t need a sign to tell us that we’re 
awesome hikers. Despite the very 
long drive and short-ish hike, I 
strongly recommend this trip 
especially if the weather is clear! 

Deer Leap. Plan A 

6 September 2008 
Leader: Steve Williams 

This hike was the successor hike 
to the rained-out 27 October 2007 


hike and the equally rained-out 3 
May 2008, hike. Again, the forecast 
was less than favorable with rain 
falling early morning and forecast as 
being intermittent during the day. In 
spite of expressions of interest from 
locales as far removed as Killington 
and Hanover, N.H., only one 
participant, Tom Copps, turned out 
to join the leader and his friend 
Barbara, daughter Nicola and 
grandson Brian. Sue Thomas was 
kind enough to arrive at the starting 
point to advise that she was not 
coming, but also to advise that the 
hike had been advertised as being at 
1 0.00 am rather than 9.00 am as both 
Steve and Tom had thought. Sue then 
left for the Route 4 trailhead, just in 
case the Killington and Hanover 
potentials arrived, which they did 
not, and those waiting looked for 
useful occupation until 10.00 am just 
in case anyone else showed up, 
which they did not. The leader, 
having slipped up on the timing, felt 
that the least he could do was offer 
breakfast all round, which was duly 
obtained at the Midway Diner. The 
good news was that by 1 0.00 am the 
rain had stopped, and in fact held off 
during the entire hike. 

The route was up the AT/LT 
from Route 4 to Maine Junction, the 
AT for a few hundred yards, and then 
the Deer Leap Mountain trail over 
Deer Leap Mountain to its junction 
with the Deer Leap overlook trail and 
thence to the overlook which, 
surprise, surprise, was dry enough to 
be sat on for lunch. The return trip 
was the shorter return to the AT and 
thence to Maine Junction again and 
back down to Route 4. 

The leader thanks all those 
willing to join him on such a dubious 
day. 
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Hazen's Notch to VT Route 118 
and Jay Pass to Hazen's Notch 

13/14 Sept. 2008, E2E Legs 26 & 27 
By Rich & Lindy Brown 

The hiking family is reunited 
after a few weeks of hiking 
separately! These two legs were done 
by Steve Williams, Tom Copps, 
Cindy Oas-Kirk. Allison (Norton) 
Henry, and Richard and Lindy 
Brown. On Friday night we camped 
at Lakeview Campground on Eden 
Lake. The next morning we hit the 
trail at Haven's Notch (VT Route 58) 
at 7:30 am. We made it to the 
Tillotson Camp at 11:40 am for 
lunch but circled the place trying to 
find a way in! Aha- finally found the 
door and enjoyed our break. 

Now on to Belvidere Saddle. 
We took the Foresters Trail up to the 
tower. Some of the group braved the 
tower but not all of us. Some of us 
were just resting and eating 
chocolate when we discovered we 
had company - a snake. So much for 
relaxing. We ended our very hot day 
at VT Route 118 at 5:15 pm. We 
enjoyed a family dinner in 
Morrisville, then back to the 
campground. 

Sunday morning we were 
packed, even the tents, by 6:00 am. 
After picking up egg breakfast 
sandwiches and coffee-to-go at the 
general store we started on the trail at 
VT Route 242 in the pouring rain at 
7:15 am. We had a good climb at 
first and then it was minor ups and 
downs all day. We had a snack at 
Chet's Lookout, which is a huge 
rounded boulder with a ladder 
leading to it. Only the males climbed 
onto the boulder as it was raining and 
slippery. Most of the day was a nice 
walk in the woods. It stopped raining 
before we got to lunch at Hazen's 
Notch Camp at noon. We ended the 
hike at the road under the cliffs at 
Hazen's Notch at 1 :40 pm. 


Jay Pass to Vermont Route 1 05 

1 1 October 2008. E2E Leg 28 
By Allison Henry 

This leg included Allison 
Flenry, Tom Copps, Steve Williams. 
Cindy Oas-Kirk, Sue Thomas, Linda 
Hutchinson, and Gene Nelson. Our 
levels of alertness varied due to our 
different accommodations the night 
before; some had had restful nights at 
home or in a lovely B&B; the rest of 
us spent the night at the impressively 
clean, impressively inexpensive, and 
impressively noisy Snow Shoe 
Lodge in Montgomery Center. But, 
the price was right and the location 
perfect for our travels. No car 
spotting was needed for this hike 
because Steve had made 
arrangements with his friend Barbara 
O'Connor to pick us up at 3:30 pm at 
the northern end of the leg. Was that 
Steve's bet for our time out contest? 

We set out just before 7:30 am 
from Jay Pass, and at the start of the 
hike I couldn't resist starting a 
discussion about whether or not 
certain side trails are acceptable 
alternatives when doing the whole 
Trail. There really was no conflict — 
we all agreed (or at least, 1 think we 
did) that the blue-blazed "Jay Loop" 
which circumvents a section of the 
LT is perfectly allowable. We 
checked out Jay Camp, which is an 
enclosed camp being renovated. It 
was a steep climb from the shelter 
and up, up, UP Jay Peak. We had 
been warned (we're always being 
warned!) that Jay Peak would be 
very difficult, but I would say it is 
easier than the Bucklin Trail. We 
finally came out on a ski run, walked 
up the rocky slabs on the summit, 
and walked past the ski area 
buildings. 

We were headed down a ski run 
in search of the LT north when 
someone said, "Wait, aren't we going 
to stop here for a snack and enjoy the 
view?" In our haste to keep walking 
we forgot the whole point. We 


allowed ourselves some time taking 
pictures and huddling with snacks, 
and then it was a scavenger hunt 
north down the mountain to find the 
next blaze. After some ups and 
downs we had another lunch at Laura 
Woodward Shelter, including some 
delicious raspberry bars (you're 
welcome!). Sue was excited about 
the privy decor. Instead of a moon- 
shaped window, the outhouse door 
was carved with a horse. Shelter 
description: lean-to! 

After some more ups and 
downs, including an up over Doll 
Peak and lots of downs from there, 
we were at Shooting Star Shelter. 
Another lean-to! Lindy and Rich had 
a very interesting moose incident 
there on their hike a few' weeks 
earlier (you'll have to ask them), but 
all the wildlife we saw were a 
backpacker and his unfriendly, 
barking Labrador. The pooch was 
well-controlled on a leash, however, 
unlike Lindy’s moose. The privy was 
one of the highlights of the whole, 
entire Trail for me. This one had a 
rabbit-shaped window' in the door. 
We then had one minor bump in our 
way. Burnt Mountain, and Steve led 
the way out onto VT 105 at exactly 
3:30 to meet Barbara! 

After the hike, we returned to 
our respective accommodations to 
get cleaned up, and Steve and 
Barbara hosted us at their B&B for a 
little champagne in anticipatory' 
celebration. We had dinner in 
Montgomery Center and retired 
early. Those of us at the Snow Shoe 
worried about getting a good night’s 
sleep, as a band, the Funky 
Crustaceans, would be performing in 
the bar right below our rooms. A few 
members of our party did spend 
some of the night reluctantly 
listening to the music. "Yours truly" 
conked out within ten minutes of 
hitting the pillow and woke up when 
the alarm went off on Sunday 
morning. 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Dec. 2008 - Feb. 2009 

Schedule continued from previous page 


Deadline For Spring Hike Schedule Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

/ / / Attention All Hike Leaders ! ! ! 

The next schedule will include outings for March, April, and May. 

Claim your dates for spring - call Sue by 31 January. 

[A note from Sue: Thanks to everyone who called ahead for the last schedule. 

It helped to streamline the process and eliminated a lot of follow-up calling. / 

Ski the Northam Trails, Shrewsbury Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

A moderate cross-country ski outing on the Northam Trails in the Plymsbury Recreation Area. 

Call leader for starting time and place. 

[Rain date: 8 February.] 

14 February, Saturday, 10:00 AM Hot Dog Roast, Shrewsbury Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Join us for what has become a popular annual tradition, this year at Minerva Hinchey Shelter on the 
Long Trail. Bring your own hot dogs (or whatever you want to roast over our campfire). Hot drinks will 
be provided. Snowshoes may be required for the short walk in. and we’ll work up an appetite with a pre- 
roast jaunt to Patch Hollow. 

Easy. 0.25 miles, plus optional 1 mile. 

22 February, Sunday, 10:00 AM High Pond, Sudbury Barb & Barn Griffith, 492-3573 

Washington may not have slept here but we’ll snowshoe in to celebrate his birthday by exploring the 
winter wildlife habitat at this pretty Nature Conservancy preserve. 

Moderate. 4 to 5 miles. 

28 February , Saturday, 9:00 AM Mystery Snowshoe Larry Walter & Viv Beebe, 775-3855 

Leaders will choose location to suit weather conditions. 

Moderate 5 to 6 miles. 

7 March, Saturday, 9:00 AM Pharaoh Lake Wilderness, C'hilson, NY Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Explore backwoods trails and ponds. Snowshoes may be necessary and it could be very wet. 

Difficult, 7 to 8 miles. 

14 March, Saturday, 10:00 AM Woodland Trek, Shrewsbury Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Look for animal tracks and maybe a few signs of spring. Snowshoes may be needed. 

Moderate, 2 to 3 miles. 


31 January, Sunday 



7 February , Saturday 


To be determined Valcour Island Lighthouse, Plattsburgh, NY Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

It’s time again for the fourth annual cancellation of the Valcour Island Lighthouse hike! Maybe, because 
2009 is the 400th anniversary of Samuel de Champlain’s exploration of the lake, the gods will smile on 
us this year and freeze the channel. If it's safe enough for the Historical Society to open the lighthouse 
we'll go spur-of-the-moment, probable on a Sunday early in March. 

Call the leader if you'd like to be placed on her to-be-called list. 

Easy, 1.5 miles; more optional. 



o S IQ IS 20 25 

Distance (in miles) 



Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Dec. 2008 - Feb. 2009 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

6 December, Saturday, 9:30 AM Prospect Mountain, Lake George, NY Steve Williams, 645-9529 

A steep climb near the route of an old funicular railway, once the world's longest cable railway, to the 
site of the former summit hotel. Some steep climbing. 

Meet at the Fair Haven Welcome Center on Route 4. 

Moderate, 3 miles. 

13 December, Saturday, 9:00 AM Cook Mountain, Lake George, NY Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Our second annual Cook Mountain expedition. Views of Lake George and the Champlain Valley from 
the top of the Tongue Mountain Range. Some steep spots. Snowshoes may be needed depending on 
conditions. 

Moderate. 4 miles. 

20 December, Saturday, 9:00 AM Old County' Road, Mendon Ton Copps, 770-9394 

Follow an old road from Tamarack Notch to the Brown Covered Bridge in Shrewsbury. Snowshoes may 
be needed. 

Moderate, 4 miles... 

21 December, Sunday Winter Solstice on the Long Trail, Shrewsbury Dorothy Sullivan, 436-2019 

Joint hike with Ottauquechee Section. Snowshoe or hike on the Long Trail from Route 103 to Lower 
Cold River Road. Initial steep climb through boulder filled ravine. 

Difficult, 3.9 miles, 1200-foot elevation gain. 

Call leader for starting time and place. 

3 January, Saturday 9:00 AM Herrick Mountain, Ira Larry Walter, 775-3855 

A strenuous climb to enjoy the view. Snowshoes may be needed. 

Difficult, 8 miles. 

10 January, Saturday, 9:00 AM Emerald Lake, Dorset Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Celebrate Allison and Phil's 6-month anniversary' with a snowshoe around Emerald Lake. 

Moderate, 3.4 miles. 

17 January, Saturday, 10:00 AM Shrewsbury Ramble Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Leaders will select the route. 

Moderate. 4 to 5 miles. 

24 January, Saturday, 10:00 AM Long Trail, Shrewsbury Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Snowshoe or hike south from the Lower Cold River Road to Clarendon Shelter and back, with stops at 
the Bullard Cemetery. 

Moderate. 5.8 miles, 1000-foot elevation gain. 

31 January, Saturday, Appalachian Trail, Killington Dorothy Sullivan, 436-2019 

Joint hike with Ottauquechee Section. Snowshoe with some steep spots. 

Moderate, 3.4 miles, 1500-foot elevation gain. 

Call leader for starting time and place. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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VT Route 105 to Canadian Line 

1 2 October 2008, E2E Leg 28 
By Steve Williams 

This final hike brought the 
“Steady Six” (Rich and Lindy 
Brown, Tom Copps, Allison Henry, 
Cindy Oas-Kirk and Steve Williams) 
together for the final thrust. They 
were accompanied by Sue Thomas, 
completing her Long Trail quest 
started in 1982, Linda Hutchins, also 
working on the Long Trail in bits and 
pieces, and Steve's friend Barbara 
O’Connor, who has been supporting 
Steve this year in doing “make-ups”. 

First of all. some car shuffling 
was required to place two cars at 
each end of the hike and to 
accommodate Linda traveling that 
morning from Essex, the Browns 
from Orwell, and the remaining six 
coming from Montgomery Center. 
This done, the party set off on a 
bright sunny fall morning at 8:30 am. 
In 1.2 miles and 500 feet up we 
reached Carlton Mountain, a truly 
modest final peak, and with no 
objections from those who had 
traversed Jay Peak the day before, 
we continued the 1.4 miles to the 
northern terminus of the Long Trail 
at the US-Canadian Border Line Post 
592. 

Journey’s End provides a rocky 
outcrop straddling the international 
border and, at 2100 feet, a fine view 
into Quebec, including Owl's Head 
and some adjacent peaks. Rather to 
the writer’s surprise no Homeland 
Security personnel were in evidence 
at the border to check out identities, 
particularly of those bold enough to 
stand with one foot in each country, 
or even with two feet in Canada, 
though there are stories which 
indicate that they were not far away. 
Indeed an excellent place to sit 
around and contemplate the 272 
miles traversed over the previous two 
and a half years, with a great stretch 
of Canada and the boundary swath 
before our eyes to prove it. A 


Smoke & Blazes 

sparkling beverage, cookies and 
chocolate bars were on hand for 
celebration. 

Then a half mile to Jay Camp, a 
snug starting or ending overnight 
possibility, where Rich and Lindy 
Brown suddenly took off on the final 
eight-tenths of a mile to the trailhead. 
All became clear when the rest of the 
party arrived at the trailhead; where 
they had a portable table set up, with 
table cloth no less, champagne and 
glasses, and an extraordinary “Death 
by Chocolate” dessert, sufficient to 
satisfy any raging chocoholic and 
which undoubtedly replaced the 
calories burnt off on the two days’ 
efforts. Thank you Rich and Lindy; a 
truly fitting finish! 

Skylight Pond, Ripton 

25 October 2008 

By: Viv Bebee & Larry Walter 

The weather reports spawned a 
couple phone calls the night before. 
A big rain storm with high winds 
was swooping in, and every time we 
checked NOAA, the start-time had 
been moved up. I stuck with my 
usual “we’re going no matter what” 
blather in the background while Viv 
tried to calm nerves over the phone. 
We were surprised when we ended 
up with a good turnout (II) at the 
trail head including a couple of 18- 
year-old college freshmen (Peter and 
Sara). 

Out guide text was 50 Hikes in 
Vermont, Fifth Edition, by Bob 
Lindemann and Mary Deaett. It’s a 
good resource. We did notice a 
small mistake in the directions from 
Route 125. After turning north on 
Forest Road 59, you travel the 
reported mileage of 3.6 miles to a 
fork (instead of to the trail head) and 
continue on said right fork another 
mile to the parking area. 

The trail follows a brook for a 
good mile along old logging roads. 
There are very few trail-blazes in this 
section, but the path is well 
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maintained. There's one stream 
crossing that wouldn't be too much 
fun after a hard rain or in the spring. 
Eventually you ascend more steeply 
on single track with some switch- 
backs thrown in to the upper 
sections. There are some nice views 
off to the northeast in this section. 
Peter packed the Griffith's trusty 3- 
foot Disston (a vintage crosscut saw) 
all the way up with the anticipation 
of showing off our sawing prowess, 
only to find our well scouted 
obstruction had been sawed off by 
some glory hog (who did a fine, 
non-motorized job, by the way). 

After cresting over the ridge and 
crossing the Long Trail, Skyline 
Lodge is only another five minutes 
down the east side. A little pumpkin 
witnessed our passage down the hill. 
The lodge is in great shape, with well 
chinked cracks, real windows with 
screens and a solid door. It must 
have been really nice to stay there in 
the colder months when there was 
still a stove, drying your socks and 
reading a good novel. The covered 
front porch overlooks a pleasant 
pond, just down the hill. Word has 
it. there's a trail that runs around the 
shore. We had lunch and tried not to 
talk politics too much. An 
interesting feature is what appears to 
be the mummified remains of a 
weasel that managed to get his (I’m 
assuming this was a guy-weasel- 
inspired, unplanned event) head 
stuck in the framework along the 
lower left edge of the north wall. 
He’ll be waiting for you. Don’t 
forget to say hi. 

We beat the odds and made it all 
the way back to the cars before the 
rain hit, and hit it did. Viv’s splinter- 
party continued over to Dead Creek 
to watch a couple soggy geese 
hanging out in the sanctuary. 
Evidently it was still a little early for 
the main party of honkers. Peter 
chaufifeured us old folks safely back 
to Rutland. 



Volume 61, Number 4 Smoke & Blazes November 2008 


Killington Section Directors Meeting 


By John Hale, Secretary 

A regular meeting of the 
Killington Section Board of 
Directors was held on 7 October 
2008 at the Midway Diner in 
Rutland. 

Board Members Attending: 

Barry Griffith, Pres. 

Wayne Krevetski, VP 
Sue Thomas 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller 
Allison Henry 
Lynda Hutchins 
Andrea McQuade 
John Hale, Sec. & Treas. 
Absent: Roma Pulling 
Guest: Bob Perkins 

President Barry G. called the 
meeting to order at about 6:00 pm. 

The Minutes for the 10 June 
2008 Board Meeting were approved 
as presented. 

The Treasurer's Report 

($23,930.88 assets, no liabilities, net 
income $1,744.90) for the period 
I / 1/2008 to 10/7/2008 was approved 
as presented. 

Lynda H. reported on the Main 
Club’s Board meeting of 27 
September 2008. (A full report is 
available on request of the 
Secretary.) 

Sue T. reported on the very 
successful Four Bears quilt raffle: 
$750 was raised and donated to the 
Main Club as a contribution of the 
Killington Section. Killington 
Section member Tom Copps held the 
winning ticket at the drawing on 27 
September at the Volunteer 
Appreciation Picnic in Londonderry. 

There was a discussion about 
whether the $750 donation should be 
absolutely restricted to the Little 
Killington Shelter project as 
originally specified, or whether the 
funds could be unrestricted and 


offered to the Main Club for current 
operating expenses. Ben Rose asked 
the Section to consider unrestricting 
the funds since the Little Killington 
Shelter project will be delayed. A 
motion was made, seconded and 
passed unanimously to unrestrict the 
donation allowing the Main Club to 
use the funds for general expenses. 

Winner Tom C. has offered to 
donate the quilt back to the Club and 
Sue T. will speak with him to 
discover the specifics of his 
intention. Various ideas were briefly 
discussed as to how the quilt could 
be best utilized after a re-donation. 

All the quilters who worked on 
this project and especially Sue T. 
were thanked for their initiative, 
dedication, administration, and 
nimble fingers. It was a huge effort 
with a wonderful result. 

Wayne K. reported that this 
year’s Long Trail Festival (15 to 17 
August) enjoyed another successful 
year with about twenty percent 
increased attendance, more campers 
and more vendors. Next year’s 
Festival is already being planned. 

The Governor Clement 
Shelter road gate strategy' seems to 
be successful. While ATV riders 
cannot be completely deterred, 
monitoring of attempts to defeat the 
gate has generated immediate 
counter-measures and the gate itself 
has not been vandalized. Miscreants 
in street vehicles have been kept out. 

The gate has been opened for 
the fall and winter seasons as agreed 
with the Town of Shrewsbury. The 
Section is monitoring post-opening 
activity. 

Allison H. spoke about the trail 
sign at Jungle Junction’s being 
significantly deteriorated and 
wondered whether it should be 
removed entirely as the purpose for 
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which it was originally placed is no 
longer germane. After discussion, 
Allison agreed to seek Dave Hardy 
of the Main Club's opinion about 
whether to refurbish or remove the 
sign. 

The Section will attend the 
Rutland Regional Medical 
Center’s Wellness Fair on 
Wednesday 22 October from noon to 
4:00 pm. with the Section's sign 
board, publications, newsletters and 
membership registration cards. 
Wayne K. will represent the Club. 

Eastern Mountain Sports in 
Rutland has offered another kayak 
for the Section to raffle during EM S’ 
Fall Club Days event, subject this 
time to the Section’s taking an 
advertisement in the Rutland Herald 
announcing the raffle at the store 
which will generate more store 
traffic in addition to larger raffle 
sales. Wayne K. said that a two inch 
by two column advertisement run in 
the Herald for three days would cost 
$213. 

A general discussion ensued 
about whether the Section should, 
even in this indirect way, advertise 
for a private business. The 
consensus was that since the 
advertisement would only be an 
announcement for the Section, 
incidentally thanking EMS for their 
donation; and since the 
advertisement would serve the 
additional purpose of general public 
exposure for the Section and the 
Club, that the advertisement should 
be placed. The motion to spend $213 
for the advertisement was moved, 
seconded and passed unanimously. 
Wayne K. will manage raffle ticket 
sales on Friday night and Saturday. 
17 and 18 October and run the 
drawing on Saturday night. 

A suggestion was made to 
establish an E-List for the 
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dissemination of notices, alerts and 
other communications on a more 
immediate basis than the quarterly 
Newsletter. It is envisioned that a 
special email address will be set up 
to which interested parties can direct 
their request to be enrolled on the 
Killington Section E-List. The 
Board thought the suggestion a good 
one and Bob P. offered to set up and 
manage this list. 

Bob P. also agreed to provide 
copies of the Newsletters in .pdf file 
format to Deb Waggett, the Section’s 
webmaster, going forward so that 
interested persons can retrieve past 
copies of the Newsletter. 


As I am at a loss for words to 
describe my trip, I would like to 
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Allison N. reported that the 
Long Trail End to End in Bits and 

Pieces campaign will hike its last 
stage shortly. Seven people have 
finished the Trail in this way and one 
person is lacking only one section. 
All participants were congratulated 
on their accomplishment. 

The Section’s Fall Pot Luck 
Dinner meeting will be held at the 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 
Rutland on 22 November from 5:30 
to 8:30 pm. The evening’s program 
will be a presentation by Board 
member Cindy Taylor-Miller of her 
cross-country bicycle trip. 


Well, I’m hoping for good 
weather tomorrow, as there were lots 
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Barrv G. suggested that the 
Board consider hosting a third pot 
luck dinner meeting some time 
during the winter to compliment the 
spring and fall dinners. He will 
broach the subject and determine 
interest at the November dinner. 

Sue T. asked the Board to think 
about how to properly recognize Ray 
Catozzi for his lifelong involvement 
with the Club and the Section. 

The next Board meeting was set 
for Tuesday 10 February 2009 at the 
Midway Diner. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
about 8:20 pm. 


to - End Hike 

of clouds coming in at sunset. It 
would be nice to be on a summit and 
have a view for a change. 

September 18, 2008: Thursday 
Sterling Pond Shelter 
Mites Today 9 Total 211.5 

60 . 7 miles left, almost over. 
Good Thing! Climbing over 
Mansfield today was the most 
frightening hiking 1 have ever done. 
Between the "Steep and rough climb 
over rocks and ledges, using ladders 
in some places " to get up the 
Forehead, to the “ Drop steeply from 
the Chin on precipitous ledges" to 
get back down, they fail to mention 
the Class 4 and 5 rock climbing that 
you have to do and the nice flight 
into open air that you would have if 
you slipped off one of those ledges, 
and this wearing a backpack 

WHAT A RUSH!!!!!!!!!! 

Tired, time for sleep. 

Mad Hatter 

In closing it was a wonderful 
trip and we are lucky to have such a 
wonderful Trail in our backyards to 
play on. 


Thoughts on a 

By Mad Hatter (Wayne Krevetski) 

Where does one start in writing 
about an End-to-End Hike? Maybe 
with some basic statistics: Started on 
30 August 2008, finished 26 days 
later (including one zero day) on 24 
September. The weather was good; 
the first week had no rain at all and 
then only three separate days of rain 
afterward. Of course one of those 
days was when I was hiking between 
Mt. Abraham and Stark’s Nest, and 
another was going over Camel’s 
Hump, but you can’t have 
everything. 

Before 1 started I had heard that 
“if you can hike the Long Trail you 
can thru-hike the Appalachian Trail”, 
but I was surprised at how true that 
statement proved to be. The Long 
Trail was not only the inspiration for 
the AT but in the end seems to have 
served as a model as well. The 
parallels between the two are 
amazing. Whether it’s boulder filled 
gulches, rocky ascents, high 
ridgelines, or soft forest paths, the 
Long Trail has them all, a real gem 
of a trail. 


Long Trail End - 

share with you two entries from my 
Journal. 

September 17, 2008; Wednesday 
Butler Lodge 

Miles Today 10.9 Total 202.5 

Over two hundred miles and I 
am going to sleep under the shadow 
of Mount Mansfield. Hopefully with 
good weather, I will be crossing the 
summits of Mansfield and moving on 
to Spruce Peak tomorrow. 

I caught up with "The Duke ” at 
the lodge and he has his "Duchess ” 
with him, they got engaged to be 
married today on top of Mansfield 
(He told me of his plans a week ago. 
Said that he could later call it the 
high point of their relationship). The 
Caretaker here is named Jeff; yes a 
real caretaker, first of the trip. This 
is his second day assigned to this 
site. 

The hiking is much more 
difficult up at this end. Lots of steep 
ascents and descents, and lots of 
mud. Reminds me of the Whites in 
NH. Without so much exposure. 



Bob Perkins Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 


Individual $40 ADDRESS: 

Family $50 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 
and categories for giving at a higher level PHONE: _ 


I also enclose a contribution of 

$ to the Kirk Trails and 

Shelters Fund supporting the 
Killington Section's maintenance and 
preservation of trails and shelters 

I would like information on 
volunteering for: 


E-MAIL: 

trail work, shelter work, 

sign making, publications, 

leading outings. publicity, 

education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and 
mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 47 1 1 
Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury 
Center, VT 05677 




Some Coming Events 

Killington Section Potluck 

Ivcryonc’s welcome lo join 
Killington Section members lor our 
short annual business meeting and 
spring pot luck supper. Bring a dish 
to share and your own place setting. 
No reservations needed. Just show up 
at the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church on Hillside Avenue in 
Rutland at 6:00 I’M on Saturday. 28 
March. 

GMC Main Club Meeting 

f’lau to attend the annual 
meeting of the statewide Green 
Mountain Club at our new Visitor 
Center in Watcrbury Center. You can 
attend the main events, business 
meeting and over a dozen outings to 
choose from, on Saturday. 30 May. 
or make it a weekend by including 
Friday evening and/or Sunday. It's a 
great opportunity to meet club 
leaders and other like-minded folks 
from around the state. See your Long 
Trail Arm s for more details. 

Appalachian Trail Conference 

I lie Green Mountain Club is 
hosting the Biennial Conference ol 
the Appalachian I rail Conservancy 
from 17 24 July this year at 
Castlelon State College. Hikers anil 
enthusiasts from Maine to Georgia 
are expected. Volunteers familiar 
with the Rutland area are needed to 
greet visitors and staff an 

information desk. (You don't need to 
be an active hiker.) If you would 
like to help call Jean Anderson at 
802-657-3540. or email at 

ieanoutdoors@aol com 


Killington Section Snowshoers on Deer Leap 



Long Trail Festival 

The third annual (and 
grow ing every year) Long I rail 
Festival returns to the Vermont 
State Fairgrounds in Rutland on 
Saturday, 8 August. I'he Festival 
is: 

"A Celebratory (lathering to 
Inspire Individuals to Participate 
in the ( httdoors 

"An Annual Festival of 
( httdoor Activities and 
Educational Presentations A 
Exhibits and Lots of bun in 
Beautiful I ennoni 

"Featuring Music by the Best 
of Venn on I Musicians!" 


GMC Centennial 

Coming next year the 1 00th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Green Mountain Club in I ‘>10 with 
the goal "to make the Vermont 
mountains play a larger part in the 
lives of the people” and a vision of a 
Long Trail from Massachusetts lo 
Canada. Plans are under way lor the 
celebration. Stay tuned. 

Killington Section Centennial 

We think the Killington Section 
was born in I OIL More research is 
required. Send us your ideas as to 
how vve should recognize this 
milestone. 



I 'olt/me 62. Number l 


Smoke <Sc Blazes 


Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Perm expires in: 


2009 Wayne Krevelski 

" * Andrea McQuade 

" *Roma Pulling 

2010 *John Hale 

*Lynda Hutchins 

" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

201 1 .*Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 


♦Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secrelary/Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Susan Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 
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Killington Section Treasurer Hunt II 

By Herb Ogden 

I will give a Long Trail Guide from the 1960s lo the first person 

who sends me the correct answer to this paper treasure hunt - and I will 

give the Kirk Trails & Shelters Lund $100 in that person's name. too. 

1 . Start at the top of southern Vermont's highest mountain. 

2. Go downhill on the only blue blazed trail until you reach a structure 
named after a former GMC president. 

3. Go south on the Long frail as it existed when that person was GMC 
president until you strike a presently blue blazed trail. 

4. Turn right on the presently blue blazed trail. 

5. Continue on the blue blazed trail until you are at or near a former 
landmark with a two word name. 

6. Hike on the most direct route of the present or former Long frail to 
the site of a structure whose name began with the last letter of the 
second word in the former landmark's name. 

7. From that site, go north on a former blue blazed loop trail, now 
nearly or totally obscure, until you reach a former white blazed trail. 

8. Turn left on the former white blazed trail until you reach a presently 
white blazed trail. 

9. Turn left on the white blazed trail. 

10. Follow the white blazed trail until you reach a blue blazed trail to the 
right. 

1 1 . Follow the blue blazed trail until you come to a shelter. 

12. Not counting the shelter you have just arrived at, name the present 
lodges, camps and shelters built by the CMC (including our 
Section) that you have passed. 


Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Flint: At some point, you will pass by or very near the site of a former 
structure named for a deciduous conifer. 

Send your answer to: 

Herb Ogden, 214 South End Road. Mt. l abor. V I 05253-9756 
802-293-25 1 0 hogden@vermontel.net 

// rate this one as "difficult". Ed./ 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barry Griffith (>8 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vennontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506. Castleton. VT 05735, 273-2293, john@sudokuvt.com 
Allison Henry 47 West St.. H I, Rutland. VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins. 10 Hibbard Hill Rd.. Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770. lmhutch@shoreham.nct 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland. V I 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@comcast.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford, VI 05773. 446-2288. ctmiller@verinontel.net 
Herbert Ogden. 214 South End Road.. Ml. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPcrkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Roma Pulling, 883 US Route 4 East, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-6997, pullingral37@aol.com 
Susan Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 2 1 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024. purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Stephen Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Paw let. VT 05775. 645-9529, voorburg00@comcasl.net 
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Old Baldy, Bridgewater 

4 October 2008 
By Sue Ihomas. leader 

When we saw the bird hunters 
with their 4-wheel-drive pickup truck 
parked at the bottom of the hill we 
should have taken the hint. But 
intrepid Bob-the-C'ar soldiered on 
and. alter a lew nerve-wracking 
scraping noises from his nethermost 
regions, arrived triumphant at the 
(railhead. (Apparently none of the 
miscellaneous parts left behind were 
essential We made it safely home to 
Rutland as well.) In fact, old Bob 
looked a bit smug as the jeep 
carrying the rest of our parts limped 
in. wheezing and spewing smoke. 

Fortunately, the hike to the 
summit was a good deal less 
exciting. But it was a nice fall day 
and a pretty trail, which winds 
gradually up the mountain on old 
wood road, only becoming steep near 
the top causing some of us to wheeze 
a bit too. We had our lunch on the 
summit and. on noticing that the 
view improved considerably when 
we stood up. we decided that to 
rename Old Baldy "Old Rogaine" 
seemed appropriate. In spite of 
encroaching bushes, mountains could 
be seen in all directions - the Greens, 
the Whites, the laconics, and close 
by Mount Ascutncy. I hope a full 
head of hair will not someday 
obscure the view completely. 
Sometimes "bald is beautiful". 

Smith Peak, Shrewsbury 

I November 2008 

By Barry' & Barb Griffith, leaders 

While we have ascended 
Shrewsbury Peak countless times, we 
had never climbed Smith Peak, its 
4200-lbot neighbor to the east until 
this year. It was about time! Smith 
Peak is in the northeastern corner of 
the l ow n of Shrewsbury . When New 
Hampshire Governor Benning 


Outing Reports 

Wentworth chartered Shrewsbury in 
1761, this comer lot was set aside for 
the Church of England. In theory', the 
acreage in such a “glebe lot” would 
be leased to settlers, with the rents 
going to the Church. In practice, we 
doubt this remote mountain lot was 
ever so settled or used. We don't 
know who Smith was - more 
research needed! 

flic fall outing schedule is 
assembled in the summer, and we 
gambled that the CCC Road would 
still be open and passable on 
November I. A late October snowfall 
had us wondering. Undaunted, ten of 
us assembled and consolidated into 
4-whecl-drive vehicles in Northam. 
There was snow and ice on the CCC 
Road, but we made it safely to our 
trailhead. We packed up and 
proceeded up the Black Swamp 
Trail, on the east side of Shrewsbury 
Peak. Happily, the temperature was 
(slightly) above freezing. So. while 
there was snow on the mountain, the 
footing was good. There were 
abundant fresh deer and moose 
tracks to be found. 

Just below the Black Swamp 
trail shelter, we took the side trail to 
the east. It eventually descends to the 
Farm & Wilderness Camps. With 
snow on the ground the trail was not 
always easy to pick up. but the 
intermittent blazes kept us on course 
until we reached the south side of 
Smith Peak. Here, with a reminder 
that the hike description included the 
words “difficult” and "bushwhack", 
we struck out for the summit. We 
located the canister and signed in. 
Over lunch there was discussion of 
the background noise - was it wind, 
or a stream? One of our group 
correctly identified the source the 
snow guns on Killington Peak, a few 
miles to the north. Tis the season! 

After lunch, we retraced our 
steps to the Black Swamp frail. 


While two returned to their vehicle, 
the rest voted for a bonus ascent of 
Shrewsbury Peak - two summits for 
the price of one! While Smith Peak 
affords only obstructed views, on 
Shrewsbury Peak we were able to 
enjoy its unobstructed panorama. We 
then descended, tired but pleased 
with our day. A good time was had 
by all. 

Fall Work Party 

8 November 2008 

By Herb Ogden. Trails/Shclters Ch. 

Considering that there was no 
announcement in the Ruilaiid 
Herald and the weather forecast w as 
for morning showers and afternoon 
rain, I was pleased that eight of us 
showed up for this work party 

One group of five went up to 
Gov. Clement Shelter. First they 
rearranged the bog-bridging lumber 
that had been trucked in during the 
spring so that it can be hauled the 
rest of the way to where it is needed 
once the ground freezes. Had it been 
left as it was. some of it would have 
frozen into the ground. Then they 
dug a new hole for the privy, moved 
the privy onto it, decommissioned 
the old hole with appropriate 
ceremony, and were done by early 
afternoon. 

The other group spent the whole 
day clearing the over fifty waterbars 
and side ditches on the Sherburne 
Pass Trail between Sherburne Pass 
and Pico Camp and building a half 
dozen or more new waterbars. 
Lacking an adequate supply of 
supple young backs, we didn't build 
them to ideal GMC standards, which 
call for using rocks so large that it 
takes two people to move them into 
place and burying them deeply in the 
trail. Like many of our other 
waterbars, these will require a little 
more maintenance than the 
Stonehenge variety. But we need to 
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clear debris out of them at least once 
a year anyway, so it doesn’t make a 
big dilTcrence. 

I lie second group had what is a 
unique experience, at least in my 
filly years of hiking the Long Trail. 
Descending above the Sinkhole, we 
heard a strange noise down the trail. 
It sounded like music, but not like a 
radio. As we got closer, it appeared 
to be a choir singing gospel music. 
I any Walter said he thought he'd 
gone to heaven. We thought. "A 
choir in the woods on a rainy 
afternoon? No way!" Hut it turned 
out to be ten Tufts University 
students, apparently members of an a 
capelin group, singing happily in the 
drizzly forest. They turned around 
soon alter we passed them, and we 
could hear them singing behind us all 
the way back down even though they 
were also hiking along at a decent 
pace. Sometimes trail work has 
unexpected rewards. Join us next 
time, and who knows what you'll 
hear or see. 


Hot Dog Roast Cuttingsville 

14 February 2009 
By Roma Pulling, leader 

Over the years, when my 
husband and I were leading hikes to 
remote areas for wintertime 
barbecues, we tried various locations, 
among them Half Moon and 
Bomoscen State Parks. Gifford 
Woods and Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
on the Long Trail. Gifford and 
Minerva Hinchey were our favorites. 
For two years my son Steve has been 
my helper assisted by our friend. 
Jerry Parker, and this year our 
Valentine's Day event was at 
Minerva I linchey . 

The weather was favorable this 
time— sunshine and comfortable 
temperatures. While Steve started the 
fire and I laid out the food and 
supplies on the table in the shelter. 
Jerry' led the group of eight hikers 
south of the shelter on the Long Trail 
through an area called Patch's 
Hollow. Harry regaled the group with 
tales of scandalous happenings in 


years past. (If you want the details, 
call Barry.) 



President Barry Recounts 
the Tragedy at Patch Hollow 


When the hungry returned, we 
were ready for them, liach one 
brought their item lor grilling while 
condiments, chips, cookies and hot 
drinks awaited them. Two of our 
good cooks furnished homemade 
cookies and muffins. 

What fun! It made winter seem 
just a little shorter. 


Thank You, Trail Volunteers, For An Hour Each Day Of The Year! 


By Herb Ogden. 

Trails & Shelters Chair 

About twenty Kiilington Section 
members and friends spent enough 
time on trail work in 2008 so that, for 
each day of the year, there was one 
hour of volunteer work. Scheduled 
work parties accounted for 217 
hours. Individual work or work 
parties assembled on short notice 
accounted for another 149. fora total 
of 466 hours spent either on trail 
work or getting to the work site. 
Actually, that total is low. because I 
know of others who have put in 
many hours clearing or repairing 
trails but did not bother to report 
them. 

Most of the work was done on 
the Long Trail between Wallingford 
Gulf and Clarendon Gorge, on the 
Sherburne Pass Trail south of 


Sherburne Pass, and at Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter, but almost all of the 
over 34 miles of Kiilington Section 
trail saw at least minimal 
maintenance. In the last two years, 
all blazes have been renewed on the 
Long Trail from Wallingford Gulf to 
about a mile north of Gov. Clement 
Shelter and on the Sherburne Pass 
Trail south of US 4. 

There is plenty left to do. 
Unfortunately, some of the Long 
Trail that was moved west of Pico 
Peak ten years ago is seriously 
eroding. It needs rock steps and 
ditches. Elsewhere, some waterbars 
have not been cleared for a couple 
years. Brush is growing up in front 
of our newest shelter, Churchill Scott 
Shelter. The Kiilington Spur from 
Coo|K-r Lodge to Kiilington summit 
and the Pico Link from Pico Camp to 
Pico summit need rock steps, flic 


Long Trail on both sides of the 
Lottery Road and the Kciffer Road 
needs bog bridging and ditching to 
reduce the mud. Rotten bog bridging 
on the south slope of Kiilington Peak 
needs replacing. Pico Camp needs 
an entry porch. The northern half of 
our section of the Long Trail needs 
reblazing. This is a sampling of what 
needs doing. For a full list, contact 
me at hogdon </ \ ennontrl.net. 

To keep up our Section's good 
work, please join us in the two work 
parties on the schedule in this issue 
of Smoke A- Blazes. Lspecially if 
your schedule does not allow that, 
please tell me if you are available for 
occasional last-minute work parties 
or would like to lake on a special 
project. 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule March - May 2009 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckiliington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the lire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

7 March, Saturday, 9:00 AM Pharaoh Lake Wilderness, Chilson, NY Allison Henry, 775-1627 

I xplore backwoods trails and ponds. Snowshoes may be necessary and it could be very wet. 

Di nieul l. 7 to 8 miles. 

14 March, Saturday, 10:00 AM Woodland I rek, Shrewsbury Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Look for animal tracks and maybe a few signs of spring. Snowshoes may be needed. 

Moderate. 2 to 3 miles. 

21 March, Saturday, 9:00 AM Hunt for Spring Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

The calendar says spring has arrive, so we'll go wherever we need to go to hunt it down. (Have passports 
ready! ) 

Moderate. 3 to 5 miles. 

28 March, Saturday, 6:00 PM Killington Section Annual Meeting, Rutland Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Bring a dish to share and you own place setting for a pot luck supper followed by a short business 
meeting and election of officers. All are welcome! 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on Hillside Avenue in Rutland. 

5 April, Sunday, 10:00 AM Grandpa's Knob, Castleton Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Climb to the site of the lirst municipal wind turbine ( 1940s). Views in all directions of the Greens, the 
Adirondacks. and the Taconics, and some very silly rocks. 

Moderate. 3 miles, 1000-foot elevation gain. 

18 April, Saturday, 10:00 AM Mt. Zion, Hubhardton Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Visit a Japanese garden and see waterfalls, rolling meadows, and mountain views at this unique site, 
home to Moot Point. 

Moderate. 3 miles, w ith some steep spots. 

Rain date: 19 April. 

25 April, Saturday, 9:00 AM Cook Mountain, Ticonderoga, NY Allison llcnry, 775-1627 

View Lake George and the Champlain Valley from the top of the Longue Mountain Range. 

Moderate, 4 miles, 900-loot elevation gain. 

2 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Bald Top Mountain, Fairlec Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Sweeping views of the While and Green Mountains from the 1776-foot summit alongside Lake Morey . 
Moderate. 6.5 miles. 1375-foot elevation gain. 

9 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Wild Flow er Hike Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

A slow-paced hike to identify early spring w ildllowers and birds. Location to be determined. 

16 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Long Trail Spring Cleaning Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

All are welcome to help prepare the trail for the summer hiking season. We’ll clear water bars, trim 
brush, and cut blowdowns on the lower elevation stretches. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch, 
fools will be provided. I lave fun while doing a good deed. 

Schedule continued on next page. 



Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule March - May 2009 

Schedule continued from previous page. 

23 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Bird Mountain (aka Birdseye), Castlcton Tom Cupps, 770-9394 

ninth to a sweeping \ iew atop a spectacular cl i I I'. 

Moderate. 3 to 4 miles with some sleep pilches and a little bush- whacking. 

29-31 May, Eri. — Sun. (irevn Mountain Club Annual Meeting, Walerbury Center CMC, 244-7037 

Choose from over a dozen outings (hike. hike, or paddle) on Saturday and a work parly on Sunday. See 
your Long Trail Avtr.v lor details or visit the club web site at www . qreenm ountau ten it- a j. 

(> June, Saturday, 9:00 AM Upper Elevation Trail Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

On National frails Day volunteers from all over the country will be out readying the trails for the 
summer hiking season by clearing brush and waterbars, cutting blowdowns, and painting blazes. Join us 
to work on our local treasurer, the Long/Appalachian Trail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, bug 
repellent and lunch, fools will be provided. 

13 June, Saturday, 1:00 PM Mystery Hike, Shrewsbury Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Easy 2-mile hike with great views. 


What It's All About - A Winter Day atop Mount Herrick 
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Killington Section Directors Meeting 


By Cynthia I aylor-Miller. 

Acting Secretary 

A regular meeting of the 
Killington Section Board of 
Directors v\as held on 10 February 
2009 at the Midway Diner in 
Kutland. 

Board Members Attending: 

Barry Griffith. President 
Wayne Krcvelski. VP 
Allison I lenry 
Susan Thomas 
Roma Pulling 
Andrea McQuade 
l.ynda Hutchins 
Cy nthia Taylor-Miller 

Absent: Guests: 

John Hale Bob Perkins 
I lerb Ogden 

President Barry Griffith called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 I’M 

Due to the absence of John 
Male. President Griffith asked for a 
volunteer to record the minutes of 
this evening's meeting. Cynthia 
I ay lor-Miller volunteered. 

I he minutes for the 7 October 
2008 KS Directors meeting were 
approved as presented in Volume 61. 
Number 4 of Smoke am! Blazes. 

Due to the absence of John 
I lale. a current Treasurer's Report 
was not submitted. 

L.ynda Hutchins reported on the 
Main Club's Directors meeting of 24 
January 2009 held at Vermont Law 
School. (A full report is available on 
request ol the Secretary ). I he GMC* 
Annual Meeting will be on 30 May 
2009. hosted by the Montpelier 
section at the new building in 
Waterbury Center. The GMC has a 
new Membership and Volunteer 
Coordinator. Mari Zagarins. 

The Killington Section Annual 
Meeting will be on 28 March 2009 at 


the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
on Hillside Road in Rutland. 

Trails and Shelters Chairperson, 
I lerb Ogden, lead a discussion on 
recruiting boy scouts, high school 
and college students, GE volunteers. 
Rutland Recreation Department, and 
I MS staff members as KS volunteer 
trail maintainers. A goal for this year 
is to double the number of volunteers 
to assist w ith the spring and fall trail 
maintenance work trips. 

Herb will obtain a repair quote 
from a stone mason for the exterior 
walls and fireplace at Governor 
Clement Shelter. Shelter adopter Roy 
Arthur will replace the roof this 
spring. 

The bog bridging delivered to 
Clement Shelter Road is still there 
and needs to be moved to the trail 
work site. 

The GMC Trail Management 
Committee has taken the new 
Killington Shelter “off the radar" for 
two reasons: the current financial 
situation of the club, and the hope 
that Governor Clement Shelter may 
be holding its own now that the 
access road is seasonally gated. 
However, the new Killington Shelter 
is in the ATC 5-year plan for 2011. 

Dismantling of Cooper Lodge 
may begin this summer leaving the 
tent platforms and privy in tact. 

Recently, a list of KS property 
was given to both the current 
Treasurer and President. 

Volunteer hours spent on trail 
maintenance as well as trail related 
matters, i.e. Newsletter, recruitment 
of trip leaders, and section meeting 
hours should be collected and 
reported. 

Volunteers are needed to build 
and install the Gould Brook Bridge. 
Coordination of this project will 


begin this summer and may become 
one of the Long frail Festival 
I lardcore work trips. 

Sometime this spring, the 
Sherburne Pass Trail will be 
relocated w est of the new sink hole. 

President Griffith expressed the 
club's appreciation to Herb Ogden 
for his commitment over two 
decades of dedicated service. 

Bob Perkins reported that 
approximately 190 Smoke and Blazes 
are mailed each quarter. 

Four people have signed up to 
receive the Killington Section E-mail 
alert notices. In order to make this 
work as planned more members need 
to sign up. Continued sign-up notices 
will appear in future issues of Smoke 
and Blazes. 

Outing Chair Sue Thomas 
expressed her concerns regarding a 
Greenwich, New York newspaper 
[Greenwich Journal & Salem Press] 
where a recent outing to Emerald 
Lake was listed with omissions of 
critical contact and meeting 
time/place information. Many 
unanswered questions remain as to 
how this paper received the KS 
outing information. Allison Henry 
will research this further. 

The ATC Biennial Conference. 
“Vermont Forever Green ". 17-24 
July 2009 at Castleton Slate College 
and hosted by the GMC continues to 
solicit hike leaders, local residents 
familiar with the area and services to 
assist with the hospitality booth, 
silent auction donations and an 
Exhibits Chairperson. Contact 
information will be provided in the 
next issue of Smoke and Blazes. 

Wayne Krevetski made a 
motion to provide Eastern Mountain 
Sports of Rutland, upon request, with 
Killington Section member mailing 
labels for the semi-annual spring 
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Club Day Sale/Kayak Raffle in 
April. Motion seconded by Lynda 
Hutchins. Motion passed. 

The new dates for the Long 
I rail festival are 7, 8. and 9 August 
2009. I he focus of activities will on 
Saturday the eighth with vendors, 
music, and presentations. Work trips 


and hikes will take place on Sunday 
the ninth. There will he more 
children's entertainment at this 
year's festival. Camping will be 
available on the Fairgrounds from 
Friday evening to Monday morning. 

Sue Thomas reported that the 
Four Bears Quilt received an 


additional $250 bringing the total 
donations to the main club of $ 1 ,000. 

The next K.S Directors meeting 
will be held after the section Annual 
Meeting on 28 March 2009. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:52 
I'M. 


Members Continued from Page 7 


Paul J. Renfro. Cuttingsville 
Wally Rogers. Castleton 
I . John & Moira Romeo, llomosassa, FT 
Rebecca Roy. Rochester 
Jim & Ellen Schlagel. Ruiland 
Debbie Schoch. Shrewsbury 
Robert Schulhafer. Mahopac. NY 
Charlotte S. Schwartz. Manchester. Nil 
Sarah Shanahan. Wallingford 
Heather Shay. Cuttingsville 
Joan Sibley. Cuttingsville 
Mark Skakel. Center Rutland 
Joan F. Smith. Killington 
Carlene P. Smith. Proctor 
J. Ross & Nancy Stevenson, Poultries 
John Suddarth. Mendon 
Joseph F. Taylor. Long Beach. NY 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller. Wallingford 
Catherine L. Thomas. Mt. Tabor 
Sue Thomas. Rutland 
Craig H. & Dot Tomkinson. Belmont 
Leslie Tucker. Rutland 
Albert L. Tufano.Cuttingsville 
Deborah L. Waggett. Fair Haven 
Seve Walsh. Shrewsbury 
Larry Walter. Rutland 
Alan FI. Wayler, Ludlow 
Mary Lou Webster. Brandon 
George R. Wilbanks. Westport, CT 
Stephen Williams, West Pawlet 
Terri Wilson. Rutland 
Joyce K. & R. Lee Wilson, Shrewsbury 

David P. Wright, Middletown Springs 
Carol J. Wright. Ruiland 
Connie & Mark Youngstrom, Shrewsbury 
Joan Zardus. Amcsbury MA 
Randal It. & Marilyn Zimmerman. Rutland 
Arlene Zivitz. Rutland 




Elevation Gain: Zero 


In each of the last several years outing coordinator 
Sue Thomas has optimistically scheduled a walk across 
the ice of Lake Champlain to the historic Bluff Point 
Lighthouse. Each time, on the appointed day. the ice was 
dangerously thin (Global warming?) and the outing was 
cancelled. This year the date was left floating (there's a 
joke here somewhere) and as we go to press it's reported 
that on I March a persistent group of Killington Section 
members, joined by Clinton County. NY Historical 
Society guides successfully made the crossing. 


Going Once; -- Going Twice; . . . 

The Killington Section, as our contribution to the 
Green Mountain Club, plans to auction olT two baskets at 
the Appalachian frail Conservancy gathering al Castleton 
in June. We will assemble two baskets: one containing 
Vermont products such as maple syrup. Green Mountain 
Coffee, pancake mix, and Champlain Chocolates: the 
other hike-related items such as socks, guidebooks 
compasses, flashlights, and trail snacks. Anyone wishing 
to contribute an item for the baskets should contact Sue 
Thomas at 773-2185 by the end of June. 
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Killington Section Members as of February 2009 


I imolhy J. Abraham. Kulland 
Bob Amelang. Rutland 
William I*. Anderson. Rutland 
Robert I . Badger, I’otsdam. NY 
Diane Bargicl. Whitehall. NY 
Karen Barnouw. Rutland 
Ihomas Bartholomew. Benson 
Vivian Bebee, Rutland 
Richard Biziak. Cultingsville 
Joel Blumenthal. Proctor 
Abigael Boone. Hebron. C l 
Karen Bourque. Sudbury 
Rev. Robert B. Boutwell. Rutland 
Karen Bowles, Killington 
Melbourne & Lynn Boy nton. Rutland 

Michael J. Bray ton. Monklon. MD 
Lyle J. Breitkopf. Teaneck. NJ 
Linda & Richard Brown. Orwell 

Anne C. Brown. Plymouth 
Bruno Brzoza. Ludlow 
Ralph & Nancy Cameron. Castleton 
Steve Carbine. Rutland 
Andrew & Jenny Carter. Brandon 
Raymond Catozzi, Rutland 
Rachel W. Charland. franklin. Nil 
Ronna G. Charlton. Rutland 
David Charnock. Rutland 
Dale Christie. Proctor 
Dave& Clare Coppock. Rutland 
font Copps. Rutland 
Michelle Cordeiro-Breault. Proctor 
Susan Corrigan. Rchoboth. MA 
Lee A. Crawford. Plymouth 
Pamela M. Cropley. Bolton. C l 
Jack Crowther, Rutland 
Nathan Dansereau. Pittsford 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert P. Darrow. Mendon 

Kit Davidson. Castleton 
Bill Holt &. Joan Davidson, Orwell 
Theresa L. Davis. Pittsford 
Bernard G. Donahue, Rutland 
Bill &. Marilyn Ldgerton, Gaysville 
Kathy fillers, Ludlow 
Ann f. Flockcn. Westport. C'T 
l in Garrepy, Syracuse. NY 
Ruth Gibbud. Rutland 
Frances Ginsberg. Rye. NY 
Ronald Grande. Rutland 
Molly Griffith. Longmont. CD 
Barry & Barbara Griffith, Shrewsbury 
I homas Grillo, Proctor 
William & Karen Gwozdz, Pawlet 
John M. & Til Male, Castleton 

Anne M. Hamilton. West Hartford. CT 
Patricia K. Ilannegan, Rutland 
Ruth Hare. Montpelier 
Jim Harrison, Killington 


Lorraine Hawley. Rutland 
Chuck &Gail Heifer, Pouliney 
Jean A. Hinson. Rutland 
Rick llollcnbaugh. Pittsford 
Robert I lotion. Sudbury 
Lynda M. Hutchins. Orwell 
Michael llyichenko. Yaphank. NY 
I ont & Kathy Johnson. Ludlow 
Lindsey Johnson. Mendon 
Betty P. Johnson, West Rutland 
Wayne Jones. West Rutland 
Robert & Sue Kancir. Fiarfield, C I 
Joseph M. Karus. Rutland 

Shawn Kershaw. Chalfont. PA 
Paul Kraby. Pittsford 
Wayne & Kathy Krevelski. Rutland 

Joyce M. Krevelski. fonts River. NJ 
Ruth & Sandy Lamb. Queensbury. NY 
Jill Lauren. New York. NY 
John & Betty Little. Rutland 
Tammy Loomis. Wells 
Shelley Lutz, Center Rutland 
Joseph F. Lyons. Cos Cob, CT 
Sam Malkus, Stowe 
David S. Martin. McLean. VA 
John & Janet Martin. Rutland 
Gerry' D. & Chryl Y. Martin. Shrewsbury 

Jon & Kimberly Mathewson.Middletown Springs 
Sandra McCall. Rutland 
Dennis S. & Amy C. McLaughlin. Rutland 
Andrea McQuade. Rutland 
Mic Metz. West Rutland 
Jasmine Metzer. Brooklyn. NY 
Matthew S. & Tarra Mitchell. Newton. MA 
Richard C. Mitchell, Oswego, NY 
Kelly & Brice Moreton. Cultingsville 
Gene Munger. Roslyn. NY 
Nancy L. Murphy. Rutland 
Gene C. Nelson. Orwell 
Martin Nitka, Ludlow 
Allison Norton. Rutland 
Cindy Oas-Kirk. Rutland 
Okie O'Brien, Killington 
Barbara O'Connor, Pawlet 
Herbert G. Ogden. Ml. l abor 
MJ O'Hara, Ludlow 

William L. Oppenheimer. Manalapan. NJ 
Gerald Parker. Shrewsbury 
Robert & Thelma Perkins. Rutland 

Mark J. Pettrone, Averill Park, NY 
Kent & Svetlana Phillips, Ringoes. NJ 
Paul Pilcher, Proctor 
Chuck Piotroski. Rutland 
Stephen Prentiss, Killington 
Ronald & Sarah Pulcer, Rutland Town 
Roma Pulling. Rutland 
Jeremy & Anna Rayner, Mendon 
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Bub Perkins, fcditor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland VT 05701 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter ol" the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trull Vctr.v, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke <V Mazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the l ong Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES NAME 

Individual S40 ADDRESS 

Family $50 

Semor/StudentA/olunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 

and categories for giving at a higher level PHONE 

E-MAIL: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section s 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 

I would like information on volunteering for 

trail work. shelter work, sign making. publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club. 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 


May 2009 


Annual Meeting of Section 
Members and Directors 


Garry Martin Elected New 
Killington Section Director 


By Chryl Martin, Recorder 

The Killington Section annual general membership 
meeting and directors meeting was called to order at 
7:15 pm on 28 March following a pot luck dinner at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Approximately 25 
people were in attendance including board members 
Andrea McQuade, Barry Griffith, Wayne Krevetski, 
Lynda Hutchens, Allison Henry, and Sue Thomas. 

President Barry Griffith called the meeting to order 
and minutes from the last annual meeting were 
approved. 

In John Hale's absence copies of his Treasurer’s 
report were distributed. After a brief clarification of 
items related to the Kirk Funds the report was approved 
as presented. Barry is to confer with John regarding the 
General Fund CD which comes up for renewal on 5 
April 2009. 


ASSETS 

Bank Accounts 5,320.42 

Certificates of Deposit j9,358. j0 

2008 Total Assets: $24,678.52 

NO LIABILITIES 


[Asset increase over 2007: S 2,492.54 ] 


INCOME: 

Membership Dues 2,286.00 

Interest Income 661 .88 

Donations 1,125.00 

Other 2&LQQ 

2008 Total Income: $4,632.88 

EXPENSES: 

Postage & Printing 857.47 

Trails and Shelters 377.54 

Hall Rental 150.00 

Quilt Donation 750.00 

Other 5.33 

2008 Total Expenses: $2,140.34 


Wayne Krevetski Reelected; 
Herb Ogden Returned to Board 



Herb Ogden, Wayne Krevetski, and Garry Martin 


GMC : Lynda Hutchins reported that the GMC is in 
good shape financially and that there is much excitement 
about the Grand Opening of the new facility to occur at 
the annual meeting on 29-31 May. She reported that 
publication of books and maps has become a money- 
making venture; that the Herrick Building disposition 
will be addressed in the future; that GMC Executive 
Director Ben Rose has agreed to a pay cut, and all other 
staff have agreed to a pay freeze; that they look forward 
to receiving stimulus funds to hire people to work in the 
field; and that the phonathon is coming up if anyone 
wants to assist. 

Field Program : In the absence of Dave Hardy, Herb 
Ogden related that Cooper Lodge will be tom down. Sue 
Thomas suggested that some sort of recognition of the 
Coopers and Lambs be considered. A new shelter may 
be built to replace Cooper. 

Governor Clement shelter is to receive a new roof 
by the adopter who is affiliated with the Snowmobile 
Club, and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy may grant 
$3,000 for a stone mason to work on the shelter per town 
ordinance. Herb doubts if it will be that expensive. The 

See Meeting page 3 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2010 *John Hale 

" *Lynda Hutchins 

" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

201 1 * Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

" Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary/Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings Sue Thomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 
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Killington Section Treasurer Hunt II 

By Herb Ogden 

Because no one reported "finding the treasure" from the February issue, 

I'm repeating the challenge with Hints added for legs 3 and 4. 1 will give a Long 

Trail Guide from the 1960s to the first person who sends me the correct answer 

to this paper treasure hunt - and I will give the Kirk Trails & Shelters Fund $100 

in that person’s name, too 

1 . Start at the top of southern Vermont’s highest mountain. 

2. Go downhill on the only blue blazed trail until you reach a structure named 
after a former GMC president. 

3. Go south on the Long Trail as it existed when that person was GMC 
president until you strike a presently blue blazed trail. 

Hint: This version of the LT was in use till the very late 20th 
century. 

4. T urn right on the presently blue blazed trail. 

Hint: The blue blazed trail is the only one in the Coolidge Range 
connecting with the Long Trail that is NOT maintained by our 
Section. 

5. Continue on the blue blazed trail until you are at or near a former landmark 
with a two word name. 

6. Hike on the most direct route of the present or former Long Trail to the site 
of a structure whose name began with the last letter of the second word in 
the former landmark's name. 

7. From that site, go north on a former blue blazed loop trail, now nearly or 
totally obscure, until you reach a former white blazed trail. 

8. Turn left on the former white blazed trail until you reach a presently white 
blazed trail. 

9. Turn left on the white blazed trail. 

10. Follow the white blazed trail until you reach a blue blazed trail to the right. 

1 1 . Follow the blue blazed trail until you come to a shelter. 

12. Not counting the shelter you have just arrived at, name the present lodges, 
camps and shelters built by the G1MC (including our Section) that you have 
passed. 


Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Hint: At some point, you will pass by or very near the site of a former 
structure named for a deciduous conifer. 

Send your answer to: 

Herb Ogden. 214 South End Road, Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756 
802-293-25 1 0 hogden@vermontel.net 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 


Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Veimontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@sudokuvt.com 
Allison Henry 47 West St., #1, Rutland, VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Gerry Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-2244, gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 
Andrea McQuade, 2 Jan Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5104, andreamcquade@comcast.net 
Cindy Taylor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford, VT 05773, 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Sus Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Meeting continued from pane 1 

gate will be locked on 15 April for 
the summer. Herb enumerated the 
upcoming meetings and 
conferences. 

Trails & Shelters: Herb Ogden 
reported on the areas where 
assistance will be needed to 
maintain the 34 miles of trails that 
we oversee. He said he should be 
researching other groups who 
might be able to assist also but 
lacks the time and hopes Wayne 
Krevetski can transition into 
leadership and help with this. Barry 
thanked Herb for all his work on 
the Trails. 

Smoke & Blazes : Bob Perkins 
requested that leaders call Sue 
earlier with dates for their outings 
and that they send in hike reports at 
anytime. He also requested that 
reports or editorials on other trips 
of interest be sent as well. Barry 
thanked Bob for his good work. 

Barry noted the websites listed 
on the agenda for those who are 
interested. 

ATC Biennial Conference: 
Trina Perkins reported on the 
conference to be held at Castleton 
State College in July. She passed a 
sign up sheet for hike leaders and 
encouraged members particularly 
to assist with hospitality at the 
conference. Donations were 
requested for our silent auction 
whose proceeds will go to GMC. 
Sue requested items to fill a basket 
of Vermont made products as our 
contribution. Trina noted that the 
recent Killington Section endeavor 
inspired her Ottauquechee Section 
to also hike the Long Trail in “bits 
and pieces.” 

Long Trail Festival : This year 
the festival will have expanded 
children's activities and 
entertainment. In addition, it will 
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showcase other forms of outdoor 
recreation. They are hoping to include 
caving, climbing, cycling, and 
kayak/canoeing as well as hiking. 
They will continue to have camping at 
the fairgrounds from Friday evening 
through Sunday with the major 
fairgrounds program on Saturday. 
Hikes and a work trip will be on 
Sunday. 

Volunteer Coordination: Forms 
were passed out for people to record 
hours worked on trails. 

Joan Smith noted a concern 
regarding the garbage accumulating at 
the Clarendon Gorge parking area, 
and it was agreed that the Board 
would try to determine who has the 
responsibility for this area before 
becoming involved. 

Election of Board Members: 
Board members Andrea McQuade and 
Roma Pulling who have completed 
two terms of service and Wayne 
Krevetski whose first term has ended 
were recognized for their good 
service. After nominations from the 
floor, three directors were elected to 
terms to run from 2009 to 2012: 
Wayne Krevetski for a second 3-year 
term. Herb Ogden and Gerry Martin 
each for a 3-year term. 

The Directors adjourned to elect 
officers and after a brief business 
meeting reported that officers elected 
were: 

President Barry Griffith; 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary -Treasurer John Hale; 

GMC Board Rep Lynda Hutchins 

The Directors also approved an 
amount up to $2,000 to be used 
toward repairs on Governor Clement 
Shelter at the discretion of Herb 
Ogden. The next Board meeting date 
was set for June 9, 2009. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:45 pm. 


- 3 - 


May 2009 

Name That Hill 

By Bob Perkins 

Among the Outings reported 
on in this issue of Smoke & 
Blazes are trips to Bald Mountain 
in Mendon and to Bald Top in 
Fairlee. A coincidence? What are 
the chances? 

This led me to one of my 
favorite references: Ester M unroe 
Swift's Vermont Place Names. A 
winter evening browsing this 
book is almost as good as one 
perusing my map collection. 

Lumping together 8 Bald 
Hills, 8 Bald Mountains, and I 
Bald Top we have Bald (17). It 
appears that "Bald" is Vermont's 
favorite mountain name. (Swift 
counts our Mendon prominence 
as a "Hill"). 

The runners-up include West 
(14), Round (13) East (II), and 
Burnt (11). In the next tier we 
have Prospect (9), Cobble (9), 
Hogback (8), Pinnacle (8), Cow 
(7). Haystack (6), Hedgehog (6). 
and Hurricane (5). 

For the record, our 1 7 Balds 
are in Bridgewater, Fairlee, 
Fletcher, Hinesburg, Huntington, 
Jericho, Leicester, Maidstone, 
Mendon, Pawlet, Townshend, 
Waitsfield, West Haven, 
Westminster, Westmore, and 
Woodford. 

None of the "Balds" are on 
or near the Long Trail and none 
are listed in the recent GMC book 
Place Names on Vermont's Long 
Trail, but 3 of the "Bumts" are 
listed there. 

I wonder if many of our 
"Balds" were named in the days 
of Vermont's sheep craze when 
perhaps they were indeed as bald 
as their southern cousins are 
today. 
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Cook Mt., Lake George, NY 

1 3 December 2008 
By Allison Henry, leader 

Hike canceled due to an ice 
storm the previous day. Tom and I 
went to Pine Hill Park and took 
pictures of ice-coated trees with my 
new camera. 

Emerald Lake, Dorset 

10 January 2009 
By Allison Henry, leader 

My husband Phil and I were 
married at Emerald Lake State Park 
in July 2008 and, in the schedule. I 
promoted this hike by calling it a 
celebration of our 6-month 
anniversary. The groom did not 
appear on this hike, however - he 
owns no winter gear! 

We still had plenty of people for 
our hike including some new folks 
from New York State. When the 
NYers called to plan a rendezvous 
with me for the trip, a potential 
problem was revealed — their local 
paper had picked up the schedule, 
but it only said the date, the leader’s 
name and number, and “Emerald 
Lake, 9:00 am.” The schedule did not 
specify that we were meeting in 
Rutland at 9. 

Luckily this little detail came up 
in our phone conversation so our 
guests were able to arrange to meet 
us a little later than 9. Additionally, 
my area code was not included. We 
talked about these issues at a board 
meeting soon after, and I believe I 
was assigned the task of contacting 
the newspaper directly to ask them to 
include more information. I guess I'd 
better get on top of that. 

All went well with the 
rendezvous and we had 17 people, 
which made a nice long line of hikers 
marching on the trail! There was 
only a little snow so snowshoes were 


Outing Reports 

not really needed, but I advised ice 
grippers or even snowshoes for 
traction due to a few steep spots 
including a slippery sidehill right 
over a culvert full of water. 

The trail around Emerald Lake 
has some interesting features.. .those 
of us who like to be in total 
wilderness were not impressed, but I 
like to see things other than trees 
once in a while! We first went up 
over the culvert (no one fell in!), then 
UNDER route 7, and then over a 
train track. We went up the 
embankment on the east side of 
Route 7 to a few overlooks only 
partially obscured by trees. We then 
climbed and slid back down to Route 
7 on the south end of this part of the 
trail. Some of us purposely slid right 
down the trail, which must have been 
quite a sight to oncoming traffic! 

After crossing the highway, the 
trail goes over the guardrail and 
along the south shore of Emerald 
Lake, past a swampy area. This area 
is also the headwaters of our Otter 
Creek! We had a nice, rambling hike 
up to the campground and found 
ourselves a lunch spot at one of the 
campground's lean-tos. 

We saw lots of animal tracks 
including foxes, bobcats, deer, and 
bunnies. We then followed a side 
trail back down to Emerald Lake, 
and followed the west shore around 
the lake to the beach area. I saw a fox 
with very bright orange fur. No one 
believed me at first, but we were at 
least able to confirm that I’d seen a 
fox, if not the actual color, by 
checking out his tracks. 

At the beach, we fine, cultured, 
mature hikers spent some time on the 
swings and slides at the kiddies' 
playground. It was then a short walk 
back to the cars where we had a fine 


post-hike snack of delicious Jones 
donuts. 

Shrewsbury Ramble 

1 7 January 2009 

By Barb Griffith, co-leader 

One thing we had plenty of last 
winter was snow! Barry and I had 
planned on hiking from the “Tin 
Shanty” in Shrewsbury over to the 
Governor Clement Shelter. This is a 
favorite hike for us as it follows the 
Catamount Trail and a snowmobile 
trail. The distance is about 4 miles 
with a slow, uphill climb. We were 
willing to go but we cancelled due to 
snow. People didn't want to drive up 
to Shrewsbury. Perhaps next year. 

Long Trail in Shrewsbury 

24 January 2009 

By Barry Griffith, co-leader 

We inherited this hike from 
Herb Ogden. Since our two 
scheduled outings this winter had to 
be cancelled, we were glad we could 
step in. We convened with old 
friends and new at the AT/LT 
parking lot on Route 103. The group 
climbed up the steep ravine to the 
north, managing to slip and slide to 
the top, where snowshoes were 
adorned. We continued along the 
trail to the top of the ridge, where all 
enjoyed the view from the lookout to 
the south and west. Continuing our 
journey we kept climbing and 
stopped at the Clarendon Shelter for 
lunch. It was cold, so we didn't 
linger long after we fueled our 
bodies. 

From there we diverged from 
the Long Trail, and proceeded north 
up the Gaynor Road. We crossed the 
Great Roaring Brook at the old 
bridge site that washed out in 1927 
and later was abandoned as a town 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule June - August 2009 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

6 June, Saturday, 9:00 AM Upper Elevation Trail Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

On National Trails Day volunteers from all over the country will be out readying the trails for the 
summer hiking season by clearing brush and waterbars. cutting blowdowns, and painting blazes. Join us 
to work on our local treasure, the Long/Appalachian Trail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, bug 
repellent and lunch. Tools will be provided. 

13 June, Saturday, 1 :00 PM Mystery Hike, Shrewsbury Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Easy 2-mile hike with great views. 

20 June, Saturday, 9:00 AM Boiling Springs, Chittenden Barb & Barn Griffith, 492-3573 

Aficr several years of searching this elusive site has been rediscovered! 

Moderate. 4 to 6 miles; with some bushwhacking. 

27 June, Saturday, 9:00 AM Paddle Otter Creek, Pittsford Jerry Parker, 775-6208 

Canoe or kayak past farms and covered bridges from Proctor to Florence. 

Easy. 5 miles. 

5 July, Sunday, 8:30 AM Stratton Pond, Stratton Sue Thomas, 773-2 1 85 

Follow the Stratton Pond frail. Bring swimsuits. 

Easy to moderate. 8 miles. 

1 1 July, Saturday, 9:00 AM Griffith Lake, Mount Tabor Tom Copps, 770-9394 

A gentle climb on the Old Job Trail, meeting the AT/Long frail at Griffith Lake. 

Moderate, 7 miles. 

18 July, Saturday, 9:00 AM Mad Tom Notch Bushwhack, Peru Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Follow the brook and old forest roads as well as some bushwhacking. 

Difficult, 8 to 10 miles. May involve a brook crossing. 

25 July, Saturday, 9:00 AM Paddle the Poultney, Poultney Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

A peaceful cruise f canoes or kayaks) along the Vermont/New York border on the Poultney River. 

Note: Meet at Sears parking lot in the Diamond Run Mall. 

31 July, Friday, Midnight Deadline for Fall Hike Schedule Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

! ! ! Attention All Outing Leaders ! ! ! 

The next schedule, to be published in August, will include outings for 
September, October, and November. 

It's time to contact our Outing Coordinator to claim your dates. 

Please call Sue Thomas. 773-2185 now. 




Schedule continued on next page. 


Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule March - May 2009 

Schedule continued from previous page. 

2 August, Sunday, 10:00 AM Thundering Brook Falls, Killington Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

We'll head east on the Appalaehian Trail, through GifYord Woods State Park, around Kent Pond, and end 
at spectacular Thundering Brook Falls. 

Easy to moderate, 4 miles. 

9 August, Sunday , 9:00 AM Little Rock Pond, Mt. Tabor Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Hike the Green Mountain Trail to ledges overlooking the pond, then luneh at the water's edge and return 
via the Long/Appalachian Frail. 

Moderate. 7 miles. 

15 August, Saturday, 9:00 AM Prospect Mountain, Lake George, NY Steve Williams, 645-9529 

A steep climb near the route of an old funicular railway to the site of the former summit hotel. 
Outstanding views. 

Difficult. 3 miles. 

Note: Meet at the Fair Haven Welcome Center on Route 4. 

23 August, Sunday, 9:00 AM Winona Lake Paddle, Bristol Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

A leisurely paddle in an area rich with bird life. Bring binoculars. 

30 August, Sunday, 9:00 AM Otter Creek Paddle, Clarendon Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Easy paddle from the Creek Road in Wallingford to Alfrecha Road in Clarendon on the Otter. 

Note: Meet at Scars parking lot in the Diamond Run Mall. 


Turtle Walks Schedule 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle" hikes for seniors and others who wish to 
enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, involve limited 
elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for 
Vermont weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9:00 AM at the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue. 
We return in early to mid-afternoon. Call leaders listed at the right below if you have questions. All are welcome. 

1 1 June Hawk llill, Brandon Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Hike past the original, now abandoned. Brandon town center. 

25June Pine Hill Park. Rutland Ann Perry ,236- 1 780 

I like some of the new trails in our new park. 

9.luly Mount Independence, Orwell George Butts, 483-2891 

A Revolutionary W ar historic site. Views of Fort Ticonderoga and Lake C hamplain. 

23 July Grandpa's Knob, Castlcton Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Climb to the site of the first municipal w ind turbine (1940). 

6 August Lake St. Catherine State Park, Poultney Bob Perkins, 773-0184 

Bring something to cook: we'll supply the tire. Hike. swim, or just relax. 

Nominal park admission fee. Fee waived with Green Mountain Passport available from town/city clerks. 

20 August Glen Lake Overlook, Castlcton F.dith Kellogg, 775-1246 

Walk along the shore of Glen I ake. then climb to a great view of the lake below. 
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highway. The foundations of the 
Bullard family home and bam were 
observed. Barbara then led us up the 
rise to the Bullard Cemetery, where 
we paid our respects to Lucy and 
John Bullard, who had settled here in 
1789. 

Continuing our ascent through 
the overgrown fields, we eventually 
came out on the Lottery Road, where 
we inspected the old Town Poor 
Farm cellar hole. Turning back down 
hill, we snagged a snowmobile trail, 
which eventually led us back to the 
Gaynor Road. We then followed the 
old town highway down to Route 
103 and our vehicles. This was a day 
to keep moving as it was chilly! 
However, a good time was had by 
all. 

High Pond, Sudbury 

22 February 2009 
By Barry Griffith, co-leader 

Alas, this hike to a pond in Sudbury 
was cancelled due to one of those 
weekend snowstorms. We had been 
cautioned not to park in the “parking 
area” when it was snowing because 
this was also the snow plow turn 
around area. For those who wish to 
do this some time you will find the 
location and description in the Day 
Hiker ’s Guide to Vermont. 

Bald Mountain, Mendon 

28 February 2009 

By Viv & Larry Walter, leaders 

We broke a long tradition of 
experiencing perfect weather for the 
practice hike in trade for something 
off the set for Scorsese’s Cape Fear. 
We chose to run our loop 
counterclockwise up the icy skid 
path from some recent logging. The 
weather was crisp and clear. That 
coupled with a pretty stiff wind on 
the north vista chased us off the top 
and down to Red Rocks overlook. It 
was much nicer down there so we 
broke out lunch and enjoyed a nice 
view over the airport and south along 
Route 7. 
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Pharaoh Lake, Chilson, NY 

7 March 2009 
By Allison Henry, leader 

For this hike in the Pharaoh 
Lake Wilderness I chose the Tubmill 
Marsh Trail, which starts on Route 
74 about 10 miles west of 
Ticonderoga, NY. This trailhead is 
directly on the highway, which was a 
good choice because last year the 
road into the Putnam Pond 
Campground was not plowed and the 
driving was hairy. 

We debated at length about 
whether or not snowshoes were 
needed — there was at least two feet 
of snow but the trail was extremely 
well packed. We discussed and 
hemmed and hawed, and then we 
made the official decision to go 
without snowshoes with the 
understanding that we might return 
to the car for them. One person did 
carry snowshoes — I am not naming 
names. Sure enough, after we'd 
walked for less than ten minutes and 
at least two people had fallen off the 
trail into snow up to their thighs, 
back to the cars we went. The person 
who was carrying snowshoes said “I 
told you so” — I am still not naming 
names but here's a hint, he has a dog 
who looks like Toto. 

Once in snowshoes, we were 
able to proceed as planned. The trail 
goes across a nice dam on Eagle 
Lake, up an old road, and along a 
valley floor. We stopped at some 
interesting icicles that made an 
excellent backdrop for photos. Barb 
Griffith posed first, and was the first 
to fall off a log into the snow, to the 
delight of those of us with cameras 
ready. I went next, and sure enough, 
1 fell too. One of the photos that was 
taken looks like Cindy Kirk pushed 
me! 

After the photo fiasco, we did 
some climbing around what the map 
calls Ragged Mountain. On the far 
side as we descended, we 
encountered a strange weather 
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phenomenon. The snow was melted 
down to bare earth, a warm breeze 
was blowing, and the weather felt 
about 10 degrees warmer. An ADK 
El Nino? Bear breath? A localized 
area of global warming? 

We took a side trail to the 
Tubmill Marsh lean-to fora leisurely 
lunch. After lunch it was still 
relatively early, and we discussed 
whether to hike further or return to 
the cars. We ended up splitting up. A 
few people chose to proceed at a 
slow pace back to the cars, and the 
rest of us went on to Honey Pond. 
After looking at the pond and saying, 
“Well, there's Honey Pond,” we 
turned around and went back the way 
we came, and eventually caught up 
with our other group members who 
had been enjoying their stroll. They 
spent the time investigating 
interesting things like icicles and 
fems. We made it back to the cars 
safely, of course. The drive home felt 
very long but I think everyone had a 
nice day. 

I’ve probably walked or jogged 
this trail a hundred times, but never 
seem to tire of it. The remaining 
section included nice views to the 
west, though an old grove of 
plantation red pines. The trail 
eventually circles around for a nice 
view of Pico, Killington, 
Shrewsbury, etc. I’m reasonably 
sure that all 10 humans and Burdock 
(Jerry’s Cairn terrier) enjoyed the 
day. I’d highly recommend this path 
to those who haven’t walked it. It’s 
only 10 minutes from Rutland to the 
trail head. Call us if you want 
directions, or better yet, a guide. 

"Hunt for Spring" on Snake Mt. 

29 March 2009 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

Our hardy band of explorers set 
out for Snake Mountain in Addison, 
determined to track down some 
encouraging early signs of spring. 
Our findings were as follows: 
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1 ) frozen mud. 

2) mud. 

But what a view! 

Mt Zion, Hubbardton 

18 April 2009 

By Barbara & Barry Griffith, 

Leaders 

April is early to hike the Greens, 
so the Taconics beckoned. Kit and 
Mickey Davidson’s trails are a 
delight in any season. Our group 
included many old friends, but also 
some new folks who had not been to 
Kit's before. We were happy to 
introduce them to this wonderful 
place. The house was closed and 
driveway gated when we pre-hiked, 
so we parked at the Battlefield and 
walked to the trailheads. We found 
the drive open, and Kit at his house 
to welcome us! This gave us a 
chance to personally thank Kit for 
welcoming hikers to his well-marked 
trail system. 

To get our blood pumping, we 
elected to ascend Mt. Zion Major via 
Mickey’s Trail. From the summit we 
enjoyed the view of the Battlefield 
and beyond to the north, although to 
the west Adirondacks stayed 
concealed by distant clouds. We then 
descended to the Japanese Gardens, 
for a repast and a moment of Zen. 

After lunch we re-ascended Mt. 
Zion Minor, where we viewed Kit’s 
gardens below and the Taconic 
Range to our east and south. No hike 
here would be complete without a 
trip to Moot Point, so we proceeded 
to the trail’s southern terminus, 
where we enjoyed the landscape and 
took a group picture. After returning 
to Kit’s house we strolled through his 
fields to the north, for one last view 
south down the Brittain Brook 
valley. 


While this was the first visit to 
this spot by some in the group, we 
are assured they will return and share 
Kit’s special place with friends. 

Bald Top Hill, Fairlee 

02 May 2009 

By Viv & Larry Walter, leaders 

We had a good turn out for this 
trip, despite the drive. Ten people 
joined us for a trip up the gorge, by 
some nice waterfalls. It was a bit 
steep in places, but everyone 
managed to get though OK. Tom and 
Larry walked right by a cool, outdoor 
chime built by a third-grade school 
class. 

The bugs weren’t out in force 
yet, so we could enjoy the steady 
climb to the summit. You have to 
walk around some to catch most of 
the view, mainly to the north, east 
and west. About the final half-mile is 
along the ridge which is frequented 
by ATV's, but none went by on our 
outing. 

Someone had cut out some windfalls 
on the final climb, so I didn't get to 
drag Barb and Barry’s nice little 
crosscut over anything. There will be 
other storms. There’s a decent view 
of Lake Morey off the top of the 
ridge that Viv and I had not noticed 
before. 

Low Elevation Trail Work 

16 May 2009 

By Allison Henry, worker 

I was in leader Herb’s group. 
Here's a quick run down. First we 
fixed the sign at the Route 140 
parking lot. (Well, Herb fixed it; I 
provided verbal consultation and 
moral support). Does anyone know 
why the railroad spikes at the bottom 
of the sign post are called 
"deadmen"? We had some theories 
but no true conclusions. { Note from 


Wayne Kr eve (ski: Allison, they're 
called deadmen because they're 
buried in the ground.} 

Barb and Dave dug waterbars 
for the trail going up from the lot 
while I created a wireless internet for 
the Village of Wallingford. Don't 
ask. 

Then we drove around to Spring 
Lake Ranch and dug out the ditches 
and culverts on the trail between 
Minerva Hinchey and Patch Hollow. 
I did some very important 
investigations on the apple tree in 
Patch Flollow. Then we returned to 
the Ranch and Barb sweet-talked a 
vicious wildebeest so he came over 
for a photo shoot. 

Finally, we drove around to the 
swinging bridge, and dug out the 
cables so they won't rust as fast. At 
least, I think that is why we were 
doing it. Good news - almost no 
trash in the Clarendon Gorge area! 
Someone must've cleaned it up on 
green up day. 

Bird Mountain, Castleton 

23 May 2009 
By Tom Copps, leader 

In spite of threatening skies five 
of us made the trip up Birdseye on 
Saturday. Although it was drizzling 
as we started up and I blindly led us 
into a patch of virtual rainforest 
bush, we soon broke out onto a 
recently proscribed bum area. Jeff, 
Larry’s hiking buddy from the Forest 
Service in Rochester, said that he had 
read about it in the Rutland Herald a 
couple of weeks ago. This is the Bird 
Mountain Wildlife Management 
Area and they are try ing to improve 
wildlife habitat. The rest of the trip 
was top-rate under cloudy but dry 
skies. 
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Photos from some Recent Outings 




Enjoying the View from Snake Mountain 




View of Lake George from Cook Mountain 


Clarendon Gorge Suspension Bridge 







Bob Perkins. Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland, VT 05701 



1 

A 


LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $40 ADDRESS 

Family $50 

Senior/Student/Volunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 

and categories for giving at a higher level. PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ 


to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 


maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making. publications, 


Jeading outings, 


Dublicity, education 


Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club. 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 



A New Lease on Life for Governor Clement Shelter 


Historic Governor Clement Shelter in 
Shrewsbury, believed to be the oldest shelter still in use 
on the Long Trail, came perilously close to 
decommissioning and destruction. Located on a public 
town road, the shelter had become an attraction for too 
many drive-up groups who chose to party, often with 
alcohol and sometimes with firearms. It had become 
unpleasant, if not actually unsafe, for hikers. The Long 
Trail Guide advised hikers to avoid staying there. 



Governor Clement Shelter, built in 1929 


For over a decade the club, working with our 
partners including the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, 
the Town of Shrewsbury, the Rutland County Sherriff, 
and Vermont Department of Forests and Parks, tried 
various strategies to curtail the undesirable use. Last year 
the Town Select Board agreed to permit a gate on the 
road to the shelter. The gate is to be locked during the 
hiking season but unlocked in winter to allow 
snowmobile access. 


Eastern Mountain Sports Trail Clean-up Day 

Tuesday 15 September 2009 
F.MS personnel will be working to clean up the area 
at the Clarendon Gorge Suspension Bridge off 103. 
Anyone willing to help should meet at the EMS 
store in Diamond Run Mall at 9:00 am 



Clement Shelter Road gate. Note boulders on right. 


So far, the gate has been successful. We have, 
therefore, tabled plans to abandon and to demolish the 
shelter and have resumed major maintenance projects, 
which had been postponed while the future of the shelter 
was in serious doubt. 


The bunks have been removed temporarily and 
the unique stone walls of the shelter have been 
repointed. Planning is underway for new interior 



Unique stonew ork of Governor Clement Shelter 
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Newsletter of the 
Killington Section. 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2010 "John Hale 

" * Lynda Hutchins 

" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

201 1 * Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry' 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

" Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 


* Second consecutive 3-vear term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings SueThomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 


A Photo from the Past 



Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Do you recognize this young fellow who's testing a new stream- 
crossing structure on the Bucklin Trail in the late 1960s? 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-3573. Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506. Castleton. VT 05735, 273-2293. john@sudokuvt.com 
Allison Henry 47 West St., #1, Rutland. VT 05701 775-1627. allisonnortonl@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd.. Orwell. VT 05760. 948-2770. lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Gerry Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road. Shrewsbury . VT 05738. 492-2244. gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 
Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773. 446-2288, ctmiller@vermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184. RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Sus Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 2 1 Academy St.. Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024. purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams, 682 VT Route 30, WestPawlet. VT 05775, 645-9529. voorburg00@comcast.net 





Volume 62, Number 3 


Smoke <6 Blazes 


August 2009 


Outing Reports 


Cook Mt., Ticonderoga, NY 

24 April 2009 
By Allison Henry, leader 

This hike was a reschedule 
from December. Cook Mountain 
is a small peak in Ticonderoga - 
part of the Lake George Land 
Conservancy. The first time I was 
there, five or six years ago. it was 
summer time and the peak was 
grown in. It is best to go when the 
trees are still bare. This particular 
day was very hot. the hottest it 
has been so far this year. I was 
pleased to have a good-sized 
group and, as a good leader, I 
warned everyone about staying 
hydrated and wearing sunscreen. 

The hike starts off on an old 
road but then turns off the road 
and becomes a steep climb. Climb 
we did. with no switchbacks. A 
few of us had forgotten, but then 
were reminded, how hot it can be 
in the woods when there are no 
leaves on the trees for shade! We 
agreed that these w’ere better 
conditions than we would have 
encountered following the ice 
storm in December. 

After the steep climb, we 
reached a saddle, and then a less 
strenuous climb to the peak. The 
trail winds around most of the 
rocky summit area, with nice 
views in all directions, before 
reaching an overlook, from which 
we were able to see Lake George 
and part of Lake Champlain, as 
well as many of our favorite 
peaks but from a different angle. 
We took lots of photos at the 
summit, including some of People 
Sitting on Big Rocks, People in 


Trees, and Man Who Fell from 
Tree. 




posing for a photo op. 

On the way down, we enjoyed the 
views of the Lakes and of the 
town of Ticonderoga even more - 
we hadn’t noticed the views 
behind us on the way up. 

The best part of the hike was 
our side trip to the Wind Chill 
Factory on Route 9N in 
Ticonderoga. which w'as only a 
little out of the way on our drive 
home. Very generous serving 
sizes. 1 had a small cone and the 
soft serve was about 10 inches 
high. I swear! We also admired 
some motorcycles parked in the 
lot. As we were leaving, we saw 
an interesting teal-colored beetle 
(the insect, not the car). A little 
kid then walked by with a giant 
cone covered in rainbow 
sprinkles. A member of our party 
quietly commented that the 


sprinkles are made of beetle eggs. 
Luckily the kid did not hear him. 

Stratton Pond 

5 July 2009 

By Sue Thomas, leader 

Looking back on the summer 
of '09 it may seem that the sun 
never shown and hip-waders were 
more the footgear of choice than 
hiking boots . . . gallons of water- 
proofing were purchased, mold 
grew on our socks while we were 
still wearing them, and we all 
wished EMS would have a sale on 
zip-off pants in a nice mud-brow n 
color. 

So eyebrows were raised 
when 1. the hike scheduler, was 
blessed with a rare sunny day for 
my trek to Stratton Pond. Hmm . . 
. most suspicious! However, it 
happened, (and I'm not talking) 
we all benefited and enjoyed our 
lunch on the sunny shore where 
one intrepid member even took a 
dip. A mighty quick one. 
accompanied by squeals and 
shrieks, but we who remained on 
shore are unlit to judge. 



Intrepid member in Stratton Pond 


After lunch we inspected the 
work of the resident beavers, who 
have made the north side of the 
shore trail their own. cutting olT 
access to their housing complex 
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with a very effective moat to 
discourage undesirables like 
ourselves. It worked. 

All in all a great hike. If 
anyone is interested in learning 
my secret for ensuring a sunny 
day. I accept cash, checks, and 
most major credit cards. 

Mad Tom Notch, Peru 

1 8 July 2009 
By Larry Walter, leader 

This version of the usual 
Walter hike up Mad Tom 
included a more faithful 
retracement of the old carriage 
route, including three fords of the 
brook near the ruins of the old 
bridges. As usual. Tom Copps 
(with his trusty GPS unit) and I 
recon'd this hike the weekend 
before, with the aim of getting on 
top of the main ridge to the south 
of the brook for a return loop 
back to the trial head. 

The day of the hike brought a 
good turnout including Burdock, 
our official trail dog. We parked 
at the town office and hoofed it 
up to the trail head from there. 
The route was a retracement of 
where we had hiked in January of 
'08, except we now had the 
welcome option of crossing at the 
first bridge site, about one-half 
mile from the trail head. 

Tom and I had previously 
busied ourselves with cutting out 
some of the more obstructive 
stems of trail debris in this next 
section, while completely missing 
the ruins of an old boiler off the 
north side of the trail. The boiler 
site has a pretty impressive 
complex of old diversion channels 
and such, all within easy view of 


the trial. When you hit the boggy 
nettle patch, just look left. 

After wading though crossing 
number two. to the north side of 
the brook, we walked along the 
remains of several impressive 
stone retaining walls, complete 
with hand-forged iron support 
cradles. These improvements and 
the road were purportedly 
established by the Equinox Hotel 
for a tourist buggy route up the 
creek. Our final crossing to the 
middle branch brought us to the 
remnants of an old picnic area 
where we broke for lunch. 
There’s a decomposing Forest 
Service sign here with mileage (2 
miles?) to Mad Tom Notch. 

The trail improves at this 
point, although it hasn't had any 
vehicular traffic for quite some 
time - a good thing. We 
continued northeasterly up the 
road about another 2000 feet and 
then bushwhacked southeasterly 
to Mad Tom Notch Road, the 
later a well maintained way. 
From there we walked the road 
southerly about a mile, crossing 
the southerly branch of Mad Tom 
Brook to where we could 
bushwhack due west to pick up 
the top of a said ridge that runs 
west-southwesterly, paralleling 
the brook. There are some places 
where old logging roads provided 
a pretty good path. Again, no 
sign of vehicles of any kind. 

Jerry managed to find a 
pretty good overlook from the 
final high spot before we cut 
northwesterly down an 
increasingly sharp spur, working 
our way past some impressive 
cliffs. There are some very nice 
stands of hemlock in this area. 
Thanks to Tom's GPS. it was 


easy to retrace our steps until I led 
us astray at the bottom of the hill, 
blundering into someone’s back 
yard. Some stealthy side steps 
brought us back to the bridge over 
the brook and a quick hike back 
to the car. 

Aside from a minor abrasion 
up on the ridge, everyone came 
out pretty much unscathed. 
Mission accomplished. It was 
nice to have an RN along (Terri) 
to bandage up our temporarily 
hobbled GMC'er. 

Tom and I have already 
schemed on extending our hike 
further south along Mad Tom 
Notch road, eventually tying in 
with a "4wd" road/trial that runs 
parallel with and southerly of 
Little Mad Tom Brook. The big 
problem will be how to get across 
the Brook to the railroad bed. 
Stay tuned for more madness (and 
fun). 

Thundering Brook Falls, 
Killington 

2 August 2009 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

We actually considered an 
alternative hike, seeing as days of 
rain had turned this steep, mostly 
downhill section of the 
Appalachian Trail north from 
Sherburne Pass to slime. We 
decided that we were up to the 
challenge, though I had a few 
flashbacks along the way - who 
remembers the "year of the 
monsoon" Annual Meeting in 
Bridgew ater several years ago? 

I led this same hike in the 
deluge, with the added anxiety of 
having a very' pregnant woman 
along. We decided that day that if 
you have a baby on the trail you 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Sept. - November 2009 

Visit our web site: http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary eonsidcrablv in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

7 September, Monday, 9:30 AM Black Mountain, Dresden, NY Ceiry & C’hryl Martin, 492-2244 

Gorgeous views of Lake George, the Adirondacks. and the Green Mountains from the summit. Return 
via several scenic ponds. 

Moderate. 5.6 miles. Some steep climbing. 

12 September, Saturday, 9:00 AM Shrewsbury Peak, Shrewsbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

A long loop up Shrewsbury Peak via the Black Swamp Trail to the I.ong/Appalachian Trail, then down 
to the Governor Clement Shelter. 

Difficult. 8.2 miles. 

19/20 September, Saturday /Sunday Silver Lake Overnight, Leicester Allison Henry, 775-1627 

I like up to the lakeside campground, or join us just for the day. 

Call leader for details. 

26 September, Saturday, 3:00 PM GMC Headquarters, VVaterbury 

GMC Volunteer Appreciation Picnic. 

See your Long Trail News for details. 

27 September, Sunday, 9:00 AM Winona Lake Paddle, Bristol Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Rained out in August. We'll try again 

3 October, Saturday, 9:00 AM l.ost Pond Shelter, Mt. Tabor Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Hike south from Big Branch on the Long/Appalachian Trail to see the newly reconstructed shelter. 
Moderate, 6 miles. 

10 October, Saturday, 8:30 AM Saratoga Battlefield, Stillwater, NY Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

We'll stop fora tour of the home of General Schuyler, which was burned by Burgoync and rebuilt in 
1 777. then go to the battlefield to hike the Wilkinson National Recreation Trail and view exhibits at the 
visitors center of this important Revolutionary War site. 

Easy to moderate. 5 miles. Shorter options available. 

17 October, Saturday, 8:30 AM Cardigan Mountain, Canaan, NH Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Beautiful views from this bald, 3121-foot summit and fire tower. Possible longer hike on to a second 
summit at Firescrew. 

Moderate, 3 to 4.5 miles. 1220-foot elevation gain. 

25 October, Sunday, 9:00 AM Mystery Climb Tom Copps, 770-9394 

Leader will choose a summit in the Rutland area. 

Call leader for details. 

31 October, Saturday, 9:00 AM Fall Trail Maintenance Day Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Help us get the Long/Appalachian Trail "put to bed" for the winter by clearing out waterbars. removing 
downed trees, and repairing shelters. Bring sturdy shoes, work gloves, and lunch. Tools provided. 
Hallowe'en costumes optional! 

Schedule continued on next page. 



Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Sept. - November 2009 

Schedule continued from previous page. 


31 October, Saturday, Midnight Deadline for winter hike schedule Sue Thomas, 773-21X5 



! ! ! Attention All Outing Leaders ! ! ! 

The next schedule, to be published in November, will include 

outings for 

December, January, and February. 

It's time to contact our Outing Coordinator to claim your dates. 

Please rail Sue Thomas 773-7185 now 



1 November, Sunday, 8:30 AM Haystack Mountain, Wilmington Viv & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

View from the 3445-foot summit includes Monadnock (Ni l), Greylock (MA). and Glastonbury (VT). 
Moderate, 4 miles. 1025-foot elevation gain. 


7 November, Saturday, 9:00 AM Fall Trail Maintenance Day, II Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Another fall work day. We’ll linish up our trail maintenance for the yare. I'.’s a fun way to contribute to a 
great local resource, fools provided. 


14 November, Saturday, 8:30 MA Path of Life, Windsor Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Our annual hunting season ""sale" hike this year will be a visit to this unique and interesting trail on the 
shores of the Connecticut River built by Buddhist monks and now maintained as a public garden. We'll 
also get to explore one of the canoe trail campsites, a challenging hedge maze, and some teepees. Bring 
lunch for a picnic at river's edge, or buy it at the Harpoon Brewery. 


21 November, Saturday, 6:00 PM Annual Fall Potluck Supper Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Bring a dish to share and your own plate and utensils and join us for our annual event. Slide program on 
the Himalayas. All welcome. 


Turtle Walks Schedule 


The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of "Turtle” hikes for seniors and others who wish to 
enjoy their outings at a somewhat slow and easy pace. The outings typically cover two to four miles, involve limited 
elevation gain, and try' to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and he prepared for 
Vermont weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9:00 AM at the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue. 
We return in early to mid-afternoon. Call leaders listed at the right below if you have questions. All are welcome. 

3 September Lye Brook Falls, Manchester Bob Perkins, 773-0184 

One of Vermont’s higher waterfalls, on the edge of the wilderness. Moderate 

17 September Governor Clement Shelter, Shrewsbury Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Hike to what is reputed to be the oldest shelter on the Long Trail. Easy 

1 October Mount Tom Trails, Woodstock Edith Kellogg, 775-1246 

Hike to the Pogue and enjoy some of Mount Tom’s carriage roads. Easy. 


15 October Greendale Trail, Weston Bob Perkins, 7730184 

Travel along Greendale and Jenny Coolidge Brooks on gravel roads and wooded trails. Easy 


29 October Lefferts Pond, Chittenden 

A pleasant, leisurely walk around the pond. Moderate 


Tom Copps, 770-9394 
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are obligated to name it after the 
nearest shelter. Therefore the 
areas around Caughnawaga and 
Melville Nauheim are particularly 
to be avoided. 

This year's discussion was 
equally interesting. Over lunch at 
Gifford Woods we compared 
notes on the many colorful terms 
we'd heard over the years for . . . 
"a call to nature", "a separation", 
"see a man about a dog", 
"communing with nature", "find a 
pink (or blue, depending on the 
gender) tree". I wouldn’t be 
surprised to find whole websites 
devoted to the subject. My 
favorite came from a friend who 
went on an organized trip where 
they each took their turn with 
"Mr. Trowel". 

Raising the tone a bit, we 
continued on past the beautiful 
series of waterfalls and Kent 
Pond, and ended on the new 
boardwalk at Thundering Brook 
Falls, reaching the car just in time 
to escape the inevitable rain. 

Lincoln Gap - Appalachian 
Gap 

A Bitts and Pieces Make-up 

6 August 2009 

By Steve Williams Leader 

As readers of these columns 
may recall, on 12 October 2008 
the Gang of Six (Rich and Lindy 
Brown. Tom Copps. Alison 
Henry, Cindy Oas-Kirk and Steve 
Williams) completed the final 2.6 
miles of the Long frail from 
North Jay Pass to “Journey’s 
End" at the Canadian Border, 
having started their quest for the 
Long Trail two years previously. 
However, the writer had missed 
one leg. the 1 1 .3 miles from 
Lincoln Gap to Appalachian Gap 


and it was not until 6 August that 
he managed to accomplish this. In 
company with his friend and 
fellow Killington Section member 
Barbara O'Connor, daughters 
Nicola Culmo and Sara Jones, 
grandsons Brian Culmo and 
William Jones and son-in-law 
Pete Culmo, Steve left the 
Lincoln Gap trailhead at 7:50 am, 
the group having left home in 
Pawlet at 5.30 that morning. 

The 11.3 mile stretch is 
typical Long Trail, sometimes 
smooth, sometimes rocky, 
periodically steep, sometimes 
muddy, sometimes dry, and 
frequently “rooty". The section is 
notable for having seven peaks. 
Mount Abraham, Little Abe. 
Lincoln Peak. Nancy Hanks Peak. 
Cutts Peak. Mount Ellen and 
General Stark Mountain (a 
minimal peak which was passed 
over without recognition). The 
section is also notable for having 
five chairlifts come up to the 
ridge, two ladders on the descent 
to simplify tricky pitches, great 
views over Lake Champlain, 
across to the White Mountains 
and north and south over much of 
the Long Trail territory. Even if 
not generally agreed to be the best 
of the 29 legs, it certainly has a 
claim to be so. The weather was 
great, some clearing fog in the 
morning, then periodic sunshine 
all day long with temperatures in 
the mid sixties. While everyone 
else enjoyed the views provided 
by the clearings at the lift sites the 
two grandsons enjoyed sitting in 
ski-lilt chairs on every possible 
occasion They also introduced 
some new elements to hiking: 
Brian by tree climbing and later, 
after descending the two ladders, 
ascending the pitches via rocks. 


roots and trees as a challenge. 
William by transporting a toad for 
four miles in his pocket and then 
claiming its new environment to 
be superior to its starting point. 

The $1 per head sweepstake 
on the completion time was won 
by Nicola with an estimated 
arrival time of 6:29 pm. versus our 
actual arrival at 6:46 pm. 

The completion was 
celebrated at Appalachian Gap 
with champagne, followed by 
dinner at the Bobcat Restaurant in 
Bristol. The dinner was just fine, 
though conversation did lag 
somewhat as a result of the day’s 
efforts. 

Steve extends his heartfelt 
thanks to the other five of the 
Gang of Six and to all those who 
joined him on this his final leg. 


Deer Leap (NY) 

15 August 2009 
By Steve Williams, leader. 

This proposed attempt at 
Prospect Mountain (adjacent to 
Lake George Village) was a 
replacement for a scheduled hike 
last December, which was 
postponed because the planned 
date was found to be still within 
the New York hunting season. 
Accordingly, Barbara O'Connor 
and Steve Williams arrived at the 
advertised meeting place (the Fair 
Haven Welcome Center) at 8:55 
am expecting one or more cars of 
cheery Killington Section hikers 
to join us. Not a one: a situation 
which still prevailed at 9:35 am. 
So. what to do? Repeat our trial 
run by ourselves? (A bit tedious). 
Go to Aviation Mall for a retail 
experience? (Hardly in a true 
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hiking spirit). Visit Starbucks? 
(Hardly sustainable all day long). 
Eat an ice cream? (Yes). Hike 
somewhere else? (Yes). 

The ice cream was selected 
as the first order of business, at 
Bolton Landing on the way to the 
selected hike: Deer Leap, an 
overlook towards the northern end 
of the lake. However, surprise, 
surprise. Acquiring an ice cream 
in Bolton Landing at 10:45 on a 
sunny Saturday morning in 
August was by no means easy. 
The first potential source was 


only serving breakfast. Ben & 
Jerry's next door was still closed, 
and the restaurant next to that 
only opened at noon. But trusty 
Stewarts came through, even if 
short on the style one would have 
hoped for in Bolton Landing. 

The Deer Leap trail is a one- 
mile spur off the Tongue 
Mountain Range Trail, starting 
about half a mile in from the 
trailhead on route 9N. An easy 
enough trail through open 
woodlands with an elevation gain 
of a few hundred feet. The end 


point was some slabs at about 400 
feet above the lake, opposite 
Hulett's Landing on the Lake 
George eastern shore, and within 
sight of some of the lake's 
northern islands. In other words, 
an easy Saturday afternoon 
ramble with some worthwhile 
views. 

The day concluded with a 
search for kayak launching spots 
at the northern end of the lake: 
four were found, two on the east, 
two oi the west. 


Killington Section Directors Meeting 


By John Hale, Secretary 

The Board of Directors of the 
Killington Section met on at 6:00 
pm on Tuesday, 16 June 2009 at 
the Midway Diner in Rutland, 
President Barry Griffith presiding. 

Board members present were 
President Barry Griffith. Vice 
President Wayne Krevetski. 
Secretary /Treasurer John Hale, 
Lynda Hutchins. Gerry Martin, 
Allison Henry. Herb Ogden, 
Cynthia Taylor-Miller. and Sue 
Thomas. Also present was guest 
Bob Perkins. 

The Minutes for the 28 
March 2009 Annual Meeting as 

presented in the May 2009 Smoke 
& Blazes newsletter. were 
considered. Bob P. and John 11. 
corrected the Treasurer's Report 
as presented in the newsletter: 
2008 Total Income is correctly 
stated as $4,632.88 but one 
income item was left out of the 
presentation, namely $267.00 
received from the EMS Kayak 
Raffle. In all other respects, the 


Minutes for the 28 March Annual 
Meeting were correct and it was 
moved, seconded and passed 
unanimously to accept the 
amended Minutes. 

John H. presented the 
Financial Statements for the 
period 31 December 2008 to 15 
June 2009. Total assets w'ere 
$25,071.97 including $19,292.36 
in certificates of deposit and 
$5,679.61 in checking accounts. 
Total income for the period was 
$1,061.01 consisting primarily of 
membership dues of $935.75; and 
total expenditure for the period 
was $666.56 consisting primarily 
of newsletter printing and 
postage. The Financial 

Statements were approved as 
presented. 

Lynda 1 1. presented reports of 
the Main Club’s Annual 
Meeting and the most recent Club 
Director’s Meeting. The Annual 
Meeting was held on 30 May at 
the new headquarters building, 
one of the "greenest" buildings in 
Vermont. 


Lynda indicated that 
departing GMC President Richard 
Windish reported on the new 11Q 
building completion and the fact 
that the Club ended the year with 
a $150,000 profit, the first in five 
years. Senator Leahy was 
instrumental in our receiving a 
$270,000 HI ID gram. 

Lynda's full reports are 
available from the Secretary by 
request.. 

Herb O. presented the Trails 
and Shelters Report: 

• This summer, the 

Governor Clement Shelter will 
have a new roof: and the 

stonework will be re- 
po inted/re paired (see below). In 
preparation for the re-pointing, 
the KS will remove the existing 
old bunks. There was a general 
discussion of the configuration of 
any new bunks. 

• Herb requested anyone 
with KS tools to report them to 
his inventory efforts. 
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• Herb reported that the 
trails in our Section are in the best 
shape we have seen in five or 
even ten years, owing primarily to 
the large number of volunteers in 
action. 

• Herb floated the idea that 
since Wayne K. is also on the 
Main Club's Trail Management 
Committee, he (Herb) be allowed 
to step down. There was a 
general murmur of discomfort and 
the idea was dropped. 

• Herb suggested that KS 
research archives and generate a 
local trail/club history to be 
placed on the Club web-site 
and/or to serve as a part of the KS 
centenary in 2011 (the Killington 
Section was formed in 1911.) 

Bob P. and Sue T. reported 
solid, good, and unchanged 
situations from the Smoke & 
Blazes Editor and the Outings 
Director positions respectively. 

A proposal for stonework 
repair at Governor Clement 
Shelter was discussed. Wayne K. 
has personally used Steve Morris 
of Sudbury in a number of stone 
projects and recommends him. 
Steve’s proposal is for $6,760 for 
13 day’s work ($520 per day) less 
four donated days for $2,080. for 
total labor of $4,680 plus 
estimated material costs of $353. 
The overall total cost to us could 
be as much as $5,033, or less if 
the job takes less than 13 days. 

Considering that the 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy 
grant of $3,000 for use on the 
Clement Shelter has been 
confirmed, the out-of-pocket cost 
of this project could approach 
$2,033. Practically. the 


stonemason's bill would be 
presented to the Main Club along 
with KS's check for any balance 
over $3,000 and Waterbury would 
pay the mason, sending also an 
acknow ledgment of the donation. 

A general discussion ensued: 
whether to get a second quote, 
who should sign the proposal 
document, the terms of any dollar 
advance, etc. 

A motion w'as made, 
seconded and passed unanimously 
to authorize the expenditure of up 
to $2,033 at Wayne K.’s decision 
about which contractor to use of 
those bidding, to repoint and 
repair the existing stone wall at 
the Governor Clement Shelter; the 
choice of contractor to be made 
w ithin two weeks. 

Gerry M. offered Charles 
Austin of W'est Rutland as 
possible contractor and Herb O. 
offered the name of George 
Smith. Gerry and Herb will make 
the original contacts and direct 
any interest to Wayne K. who will 
interview and follow through on 
the estimate process. It was 
recognized that the “best” 
contractor might not be the lowest 
dollar bidder. In any contract, the 
only money’s advanced will be 
for the invoiced cost of materials. 

In order to save the Section 
money, Wayne K. offered to cut 
out the existing bunks with a 
chain saw and he will also be 
responsible to posting notices on 
the trail at significant distances 
from the shelter to alert hikers to 
its closing for repairs. 

Wayne K. also accepted 
responsibility for contacting Roy 
Arthur about replacing the 


Governor Clement Shelter roof. 

the expected cost for which is 
$460. The authorization for this 
expenditure was approved by the 
Board at the 10 June 2008 
meeting. 

It was moved, seconded and 
passed unanimously that Herb O. 
should have Section member 
Larry Walter reset the Section’s 
crosscut saw for a cost of up to 
$ 100 . 

Wayne K. reported on this 
year’s Long Trail Festival to be 
held at the Vermont State 
Fairgrounds on 7, 8. and 9 
August. Plans are progressing 
well: this year children's 

programs will be expanded. 
Wayne seeks hike leaders for the 
Sunday and both Allison H. and 
Herb O. offered their services. 

Sue T. reminded everyone 
that she needs donations for the 
KS raffle basket for the ATC 
Conference this summer. 

Sue also brought the Cooper 
Lodge’s demolition to mind. She 
would like to arrange a get- 
together at the Lodge before it is 
to be demolished, for Section and 
Clue, members. Cooper relatives, 
etc. with donated food and little 
cost to the Section. She 
suggested that the Section might 
contribute funds in support of 
those who would find the cost of 
the $15 round-trip gondola ride 
onerous. We will discuss this 
further when a demolition date 
has been set by the Main Club. 

Barry' G. set Tuesday 29 
September as the next Board 
meeting date and adjourned the 
meeting at about 8:30 i’m 
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6 Rachel Drive 
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LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke A Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served b\ caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES 

Individual $40 

Family $50 

Senior/Student/Volunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 
and categories for giving at a higher level 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 

E-MAIL 


I also enclose a contribution of $ 


to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting ti.e Killington Section's 


maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, _ 


publications, leading outings, 


publicity, education 


Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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Section Workers Put Trail to Bed for Winter and 


Address the "Foot Bath in the Wilderness Syndrome 


by Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters Chair 

On 31 October and 7 November, ten and eleven 
people respectively turned out to get our trails ready 
for winter. Waterbars and side ditches were cleared 
between Patch Hollow and Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
and between Jungle Junction, and Tucker-Johnson 
Shelter on the Long Trail, between Jungle Junction 
and the Sinkholes on the Sherburne Pass Trail, and 
on the entire Bucklin Trail 

With another dozen people or so, we could have 
completed the job by clearing the waterbars and side 
ditches between Governor Clement Shelter and 
Cooper Lodge on the Long Trail, on the lower mile of 
the Sherburne Pass Trail, and on the Canty Trail up 
Blue Ridge Mountain. Even so, this is a better 
cleanup job than we usually manage 

The crew of Larry Walter, Dave Coppock, and 
Wayne Flewellig cleared some 70 waterbars and 
ditches on the Long Trail and the upper Sherburne 
Pass Trail, besides crosscut sawing out several 
blowdowns We also crosscut sawed blowdowns on 
the Long Trail north of Jungle Junction and on the 
Bucklin Trail, and we brushed the Bucklin Trail and 
the Long Trail from Keiffer Rd. to Gould Brook and 
from US Route 4 to Tucker-Johnson Shelter. 

Many bog bridges (sometimes called puncheon) 
were added Cindy Miller, Steve Williams, Dave 
Coppock, and Tom Coppock installed 28 feet of 
puncheon south of Minerva Hinchey Shelter; Sue 
Thomas, Tom Copps, Ruth Hare, and Barb Griffith 
installed 40 feet north of Keiffer Road; and Larry 
Walter, Ted Molnar and Herb Ogden installed 24 feet 
north of Cold River Road That represents twenty 
green hemlock planks each two and a half inches 
thick by eight inches wide and between eight and ten 


feet long and twenty sills to hold them up, each six 
inches square and three feet long. Thanks to Barb 
Griffith and Dave Coppock for transporting the 
lumber and to Spring Lake Ranch for letting us use 
their road! Except for one plank south of Jungle 
Junction and two bog bridges not far north of US 
Route 4, this completes our plan for bog bridging 



Killington Section members installing puncheon 

As recently as 2003, there was no bog bridging 
that was installed by the Section except a few rotten 
puncheons in the Coolidge Range Since then, the 
Section's work parties have installed about 140 feet 
on the Long Trail, 60 feet on the Canty Trail, 30 feet 
on the Sherburne Pass Trail, and 20 feet on the 
Bucklin Trail. Add to that a substantial length added 
by the Long Trail Patrol during relocations on Bear 
Mountain and in the Coolidge Range in 1998, plus 
later work, and the result is a lot less mud and 
happier feet 

Thanks to all who made this possible. 
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Smoke & Blazes 


A Photo from the Past 


Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2010 *John Hale 

" *Lynda Hutchins 

" *Cindy Taylor-Miller 

201 1 * Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

" Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings SueThomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 

F.ditor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 



Killington Section members Bob and Thelma Perkins, 1949 


Herb's Treasurer Hunt III 

OK. folks, you couldn't solve the last one. so I'll make this one 
easier by referring only to present trails and shelters. Begin at the 
structure named for a long-time secretary of the Club. Hike in the 
direction of the only aircraft beacon that is right on our section of the 
Long Trail. After passing the first old foundation that lies just right of the 
trail, turn left on the next highway . Take your next left, on an abandoned 
highway. Cross the Appalachian Trail and continue on the abandoned 
highway until you reach a paved road. Where the Long Trail crosses the 
paved road, go south to the next shelter. What river have you crossed? 

A prize for first correct answer sent to Herb Ogden (contact info below). 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury. VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vemiontel.net 
John Hale. 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506. Castleton. VT 05735. 273-2293. john@sudokuvt.com 
Allison Henry 47 West St., #1. Rutland. VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd.. Orwell, VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave.. Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Gerry Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road. Shrewsbury. VT 05738, 492-2244, gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 
Cindy Tay lor-Miller, 337 East St., Wallingford. VT 05773, 446-2288. ctmi I ler@' .ermontel.net 
Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184. RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
Sus Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 2 1 Academy St., Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Pawlet. VT 05775. 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Outing Reports 


Green Mountain Trail 
to Little Rock Pond 

9 August 2009 

by Allison Henry, leader 

A week before the hike, two 
hiking buddies and I scoped out this 
trail and had a lovely time. Gorgeous 
weather, only a little mud, and a nice 
swim. For some reason I thought this 
would also lead to a lovely time on 
the actual date. Not so much. The 
weather was grey and threatening 
rain, but a small group still showed 
up. raring to go. A rendezvous with a 
newcomer/nonmember in the Mt. 
Tabor area went as planned, so our 
little group was rounded out to five. 

The Green Mountain Trail 
going up from Forest Service Road 

10 is muddy and overgrown, but still 
a pleasant climb with a few views 
here and there. A few miles into the 
hike, one member of our party, our 
newcomer, twisted an ankle. He 
indicated little pain and wanted to go 
on. so on we went. 

The sky was getting darker so 
we opted to lunch on top of Green 
Mountain in the trees for some cover, 
rather than at an overlook. Right as 
we sat down for a chilly lunch, down 
came the cold drizzle. To add insult 
to injury, your leader brought no 
baked goods due to a very busy 
week. So we snacked on some 
Starbursts for dessert. Not even 
chocolate! 

On we went to check out a few 
of the overlooks above the pond. As 
we descended the trail down to the 
pond, over ledges of increasing 
steepness, our guest's ankle pain 
worsened. The good news is that 
despite the drizzle, the trail was still 
pretty dry and thus not too slippery. 
We went around the north end of the 
pond and along the eastern shore, 
passing few hikers other than a group 
of arguing, screaming children 


jumping off the rocks. Even though it 
was raining 1 envied them — this 
Landshark always loves a swim! 

Our guest's ankle continued to 
get worse. He borrowed some hiking 
poles for support and we also took 
several rest stops. It was still a long, 
difficult walk for our injured guy. He 
kept a good attitude and kept 
apologizing for holding up our hike, 
even though we told him apologies 
were unnecessary'. That evening I 
talked to our guest who was feeling 
better thanks to some painkillers and 
help from family in the area. 

Silver Lake, Leicester 

19 September 2009 
by Allison Henry, leader 

This hike was originally 
planned as an overnight with the 
instruction “contact the leader for 
details.” A few days before the hike, 
several folks signed on for a day trip 
only. As for the overnight part, I got 
a few vague expressions of interest 
and a few definite responses of “NO” 
but no serious commitments. So, the 
pile of backpacking gear in our spare 
room remained untouched. Finally, 
the evening before the hike. I learned 
that several people were in fact 
interested in spending the night. I 
looked at the tangle of backpacking 
gear and said, "Argh.” So the hike 
was renamed a day hike due to the 
leader’s lack of interest in last-minute 
packing. Lesson learned: if planning 
a hike requiring an RSVP, give a 
contact deadline! All went well with 
the rendezvous and drive to the 
trailhead, and we had absolutely 
gorgeous weather. On the way up the 
trail, we checked out the Falls of 
Lana, and also took some time to 
straighten out some rumors regarding 
several of our members' personal 
lives (you had to be there). We had a 
happy, sunny lunch on the beach of 
Silver Lake. Following lunch, we 


played an important and much- 
anticipated game. “Wheeee!” No, 
that is not a misspelling of a video 
game console. If you have been to 
Silver Lake, you have probably seen 
the channel from Sucker Brook that 
feeds into the lake — it has concrete 
walls and fast moving water, w ith a 
bridge over it. I take great delight in 
throwing things over the bridge 
(sticks, branches, fellow hikers) and 
saying “Whee!” as they shoot the 
rapids. After this mature and 
dignified pastime, we followed the 
trail around the lake. Our forester 
was able to cut a few small blow 
downs with his saw collection. Near 
the end of the lake loop, we stopped 
for a long break on one of the rock 
slabs on the lakeshore. While sitting 
there, we spotted a crayfish sitting on 
the lake bottom. A very brave hiker 
picked it up, and found that it was 
actually two crayfish embracing, one 
much more lively than the other. 
What was the explanation for this 
scenario? Death match? 

Resuscitation? Or the most obvious, 
a mating ritual? The crayfish weren't 
talking. For a finale to our hike, we 
descended behind the dam and 
climbed to a view looking west 
toward Lake Dunmore and the 
Adirondacks. A few years ago the 
caretaker at Silver Lake had told us 
this is one of the best views of 
Vermont, and I don't think any of us 
were disappointed on this trip. 

Lost Pond Shelter, Mt. Tabor 

3 October 2009 
by Allison Flenry, leader 

I chose this hike not only to see 
the newly rebuilt Lost Pond Shelter, 
but also to visit Big Branch, which is 
a great brook. The weather for this 
trip was a little grey, but the cloudy 
skies made the oranges and reds in 
our vibrant foliage even brighter! 
Our large, friendly group also made 
the day seem bright. This hike began 
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with an easy climb to Big Branch 
Shelter, where a few of us had 
pictures taken in front of a carving 
on the shelter wall reading, “I Am 
Here Now.” Very confusing, since 
even though I have a picture of me in 
front of “I Am Here," now I am here, 
and not there. 

We proceeded one at a time 
across the Big Branch suspension 
bridge, carefully heading the sign 
that says, “Bridge Weight Limit: One 
person." We reached Lost Pond 
Shelter and found it still standing. 
As we ate lunch, it began to pour, 
and we noted that the shelter would 
probably last at least a few days 
because it was so “moist." The 
shelter is very well built with a high 
platform and plenty of hooks for 
hanging gear, as well as a large 
overhang. Thank you to the 
Manchester section for their hard 
work! 

As we finished our lunch a 
southbound section hiker appeared. 
He happily accepted an offer of fruit, 
but seemed just as happy to see us go 
so he could have a little piece and 
quiet. After lunch. Barb led us on a 
side trip to find the start of the trail to 
Lost Pond Bog, We ultimately opted 
to stick to our original itinerary, but, 
now we know how to get there! Our 
return trip to the trailhead was much 
like our trip in: silly conversations, 
photos of foliage, and tiptoeing 
across Big Branch Bridge. Another 
successful trip! 

Saratoga Battlefield, NY 

1 0 October 2009 
by Sue Thomas, leader 

The K il lington Section has 
always enjoyed combing a good hike 
with a little history, so we headed 
down to the Saratoga Battlefield for a 
little of both. On the way we made a 
stop at the site where settler Jane 
McCrea was murdered by Indians 
and was relieved of her long 
black/ red hair (contemporary 
accounts differ as to the color, but 4 


out of 5 settlers surveyed agreed that 
she was exceptionally beautiful) 

Our next stop was the Phillip 
Schuyler house in Stillwater where a 
park ranger gave us an excellent tour. 
General Burgoyne commandeered 
Schuyler's country estate and used it 
as his headquarters during his less 
than happy battle vacation. They say 
that fish and houseguests start to 
stink after 5 days, and he proved to 
be the worst kind-on leaving, rather 
than write a nice thank-you note he 
burned the place to the ground. Kind 
of puts obnoxious Uncle Ralph who 
merely spits and hogs the remote into 
perspective. General Schuyler sent 
workers up from Albany to salvage 
the hardware from the rubble and had 
the house rebuilt in no time. Anyone 
who has experienced endless delays 
while renovating the bathroom can't 
help but be impressed. 

We also checked out a small 
roped-off area on the lawn where a 
snapping turtle had laid her eggs 
several months before, and no action 
had been seen. The rangers had 
decided they wouldn't hatch at all, 
but I have since learned from that 
scholarly source, the Mark Trail 
comic strip in the Sunday paper, that 
if laid late in the year they will 
sometimes go dormant and resume 
development in the spring. Hopeful 
news, a blessed event may still occur. 

On to the battlefield, where we 
ate our lunch on the deck enjoying a 
sweeping view of the valley. The 
Wilkinson National Recreation Trail 
took us through the fields and woods 
where in September of 1777 this 
pivotal battle of the Revolution took 
place, with significant sites marked 
along its four and a half mile length. 
A highlight is the monument 
honoring Benedict Arnold's leg. 
surely one of the world's most 
bizarre tributes. Arnold was the big 
hero of the battle, but by the time the 
monument was erected had landed in 
the doghouse so his name does not 
appear anywhere on it-just a 


depiction of his leg, which was 
injured in the fighting. 

We ourselves unexpectedly 
came under fire when we emerged 
from the woods to find an 
encampment of Redcoats! They 
fired their muskets and as they 
charged at us w ith bayonets drawn, I 
foolishly expected our brave 
menfolks to throw themselves in 
front of us ladies. ..but alas, chivalry 
is indeed dead 

We got a tour of the camp 
though and a whiff of some 
delicious-looking stew cooking over 
the fire. We were able to make our 
escape when a troop of boy scouts 
distracted the soldiers’ attention so 
that we could scurry back to the 
neutral territory of the parking lot. 

On the way home we made one 
more stop at the graves of Jane 
McCrea and of Duncan Campbell, a 
member of the Black Watch killed at 
Ticonderoga during the French and 
Indian War and whose ghost is said 
to walk the ramparts on dark and 
misty nights. 

Cardigan Mountain, NH 

1 7 October 2009 
by Sue Thomas, leader 

The morning was gloomy and it 
had snowed in the higher elevations, 
so enthusiasm for the long drive to 
New Hampshire to climb Cardigan 
lagged a bit. Its rocky summit can be 
treacherous when icy and the cloud 
cover promised no views as a 
reward. 

Exhibiting more optimism than 
sense, we decided to go anyway - we 
had to. I’d made treats. Lo and 
behold, we passed thru a magic 
portal at the top of Sherburne Pass; it 
was a completely different day on the 
other side. Blue sky and sunshine 
made the snow-covered mountains 
beautiful and the climb more 
appealing. 

We took the longer route to the 
summit (we’d also taken the longer 
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route to New Hampshire, but enough 
said about that!). This route takes 
you along the ridge top with 
gorgeous views and makes the 
summit, a massive dome of rock 
topped by a fire tower, look very 
dramatic and a bit daunting. We 
hiked thru our first snow of the 
season, but fortunately the rocks 
were clear, as it's straight up from the 
ranger's cabin. Very straight up! But 
what a view from the summit - we 
could see the Presidentails, snowy 
white, and to the west our "home" 
mountains. 

I was glad I'd packed hot 
chocolate. Even in the sun we got a 
reminder that winter would be along 
soon, so haul out your wooly 
underwear. 

Path of Life Garden, Windsor 

1 5 November 2009 
by Sue Thomas, leader 

Hurricane Ida was not in a very 
“zen" mood on Saturday , and exuded 
almost two inches of bad Karma 
throughout the state. Regarding it as 
merely another speed bump in the 
path of life, we rescheduled our 
annual hunting season trip to Sunday 
instead. 

Nine of us made the trek to 
Windsor to explore the Path of Life 
Sculpture Garden on the shores of 
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the Connecticut River. Originally 
built by a Buddhist colony now gone 
from the area, it is now being 
maintained as a public trail. 

We picked up a map and 
explanatory guide and entered the 
garden by passing thru a tunnel 
beneath the railroad tracks. From 
there the trail led us thru many 
stations, each sy mbolic of an aspect 
of life creatively represented by 
sculpture and constructions made of 
natural materials. 

The path of life of course is 
never without challenges- our first 
being a complicated maze 
constructed of bushes which proved 
to be surprisingly difficult. We took 
many wrong turns leading to dead 
ends, dispatched scouting parties and 
retraced steps only to find we’d 
forgotten which routes we’d already 
tried- it gave us a new appreciation 
for blazes and made us wish we 
hadn't left our lunches in the cars! 
This way and that, we went, 
completely fuddling Tom’s poor 
GPS unit- I'm sure I heard it 
whimper. 

Finally one of our advance party 
reached the center and rang the bell! 
Success! But how fleeting, now we 
had to find our way back out. 
Reread previous paragraph. 
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We continued on to the Tree of 
Wisdom, spun prayer wheels, and a 
few took a side trip to explore one of 
the Connecticut River Canoe Trail 
campsites. 

Huge Easter Island-like faces 
carved out of charred wood were 
especially intriguing and I was 
excited to find Elegant Stinkhom 
mushrooms growing around another 
station. There were bee hives nearby 
and a sign praising the bees for 
working for the good of the 
community without complaint. 
Hmm I'm not sure all that buzzing 
doesn't include a grumble or two. 

By now we were reaching our 
later years in the path of life and a 
much-deserved “respite", consisting 
of a hammock set in the woods by a 
burbling brook and a small waterfall. 
Yes! That's my idea of a reward! 

A winding spiral path led us to 
enlightenment, followed by death 
and rebirth, then back out thru the 
tunnel for lunch at the Harpoon 
Brewery - from the spiritual to the 
spirits. 

After lunch we took a quick 
hike around l^ke Runnemede, and 
admired the beautiful old houses of 
Windsor. 


Killington Section Directors Meeting 


by: John Hale, Secretary 

The Killington Section directors 
met at 6:00 pm on 29 September 
2009 at the Midway Diner in Rutland 
with President Barry Griffith 
presiding. 

Board Members present were: 
President Barry Griffith. Vice 
President Wayne Krevetski, 
Secretary /Treasurer John Hale, 
Lynda Hutchins. Gerry Martin. Herb 
Ogden, and Sue Thomas. 

Also present were guests Bob 
and Thelma Perkins 


The Minutes for the 16 June 
2009, Board Meeting were reviewed. 
It was moved, seconded and passed 
unanimously to accept the Minutes 
as presented. 

John H. presented the Financial 
Statements for the period 12/31/2008 
to 9/29/2009: Total Assets 

$25,346.81 including $19,539.70 in 
certificates of deposit and $5.807.1 1 
in checking accounts. Total income 
for the period was $1,628.85 
consisting primarily of membership 
dues of $1,357.25; and total 


expenditure for the period was 
$960.56 consisting primarily of 
newsletter printing and postage. The 
Financial Statements were approved 
as presented. 

Lynda H. presented reports of 
the Main Club's recent Director’s 
Meeting: 

• Current income for the Main 
Club is down from last year and the 
endowment value has been reduced 
by about $1,000,000. It's the 
economy. 

• Ben Rose announced that the 
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Federal stimulus funds have been 
reeeived; the amount. $65,000. was 
processed through the National 
Forrest Service and is considered 
sufficient to pay for about two years 
of Club construction projects. 

• The Club Centennial Book is 
now available for purchase. 

• Centennial celebrations are being 
planned. The actual date on which 
the Club was formed was March 1 1. 
1910. Separate celebrations are 
being planned by the Main Club and 
some of the Sections. 

• Six shelters were rebuilt during 
this 2009 year. 

• The Appalachian Trail 
Conference sponsored by the Club 
was a success with 910 attendees 
(and more than 300 volunteers), 
generating a $17,000 profit for the 
Club. 

• The Club long range financial 
plan has been completed; the range is 
from 2011 to 2015. 

• The Jay Peak legal action against 
two felons, who cut trees on Club 
property, is headed back to court; 
one perpetrator is contrite and paying 
his fine; the other is neither and will 
likely be taken back to court and 
faces actual time in the penitentiary. 

Lynda’s full report is available by 
request of the Secretary. 

Herb O. presented the Trails and 
Shelters Report; 

• The Governor Clement Shelter 
masonry repairs have been 
completed to everyone's full 
satisfaction. When the Main Club 
presents an invoice, Killington 
Section will pay in the $2,033 
previously approved as our share. 
The locking gate mechanism has 
proved effective; there has been no 
vandalism. As to the new roof, it 


Smoke & Blazes 


appears that roofing material may be 
provided by the State of Vermont 
(according to adopter Roy Arthur) 
and the snowmobile club is still set 
to do the roof work yet this fall. The 
installation of additional bunks in the 
shelter is under discussion, and, once 
the design is agreed upon. President 
Barry G. will poll the Board for 
approval to buy any extra materials. 

• Cooper Lodge is still scheduled 
for demolition but will not in fact be 
demolished without significant prior 
notice. 

• The Churchill Scott Shelter. In 
an arrangement with the City of 
Rutland, the Killington Section 
agreed to provide signage about the 
use of the privy. Flerb O. proposed 
sign wording two years ago to 
comply with our agreement but the 
City has yet to respond. Herb will 
write again to the City to get 
approval so we can post the 
appropriate signs. 

Herb’s full report is available by 
request of the Secretary. 

Sue T. spoke as Outings 
Director, about the continuing need 
for hike leaders coming forward 
earlier in the scheduling process. 

Allison H. brought up the 
question of injuries on Club hikes 
(by proxy). The subject was 
discussed at some length. The Main 
Club carries insurance which extends 
to each of the Sections. Lynda H. 
will seek clarification of the 
insurance policy, its effects, 
coverage, reporting responsibilities, 
etc., and also inquire about any 
“injury policy.” 

Sue T. and Barry G. mentioned 
that there is a Leaders Handbook 
available from the Main Club. Bob 
P. will write and publish an 
announcement about the availability 
of the Leaders Handbook in the next 
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newsletter. Lynda IT will question 
the Main Club about on-line 
availability of the Handbook. N.B. 
Ben Rose, on being contacted about 
this question, agreed to add this 
query to the agenda for the next 
meeting of the Legal. Insurance and 
Risk Management Committee of the 
Main Club, which is chaired by Rick 
Windish; we will be informed of the 
outcome. This year’s Long Trail 
Festival was a success with about 
1,000 people attending. Especially 
rewarding was the fact that more 
families and families with children 
attended this year. Next year’s 
Festival will be held on August 7. 
2010 . 

The EMS Kayak Raffle is to be 
held this coming weekend. October 
2 nd , 3 rd and 4*. We still need 
volunteers to host the raffle table. It 
was suggested and agreed that before 
next year's raffle, a special “KS 
Alert!' will be placed in the 
newsletter, requesting volunteers. 

The fall potluck dinner will the 
held on November 2 1 51 this year. 

Wayne K. proposed that the 
Killington Section centennial 
celebration might be a fund-raiser 
dinner at the New Long Trail Inn. 
say on 5 or 6 June, possibly with a 
silent auction. There was general 
support from the Board and Wayne 
agreed to pursue the details to be 
presented to the Board for final 
approval. N.B. Ben Rose, in 
conversation with Kathy Krevetski. 
gave a positive response to our 
proposal. 

The next Board meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, 2 February 2010 at 
the Midway Diner. 

President Barry G. closed the 
meeting at about 8:00 pm. 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Dec. 2009 - Feb. 2010 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless otherwise 
noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. Distances are round trip and are 
approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any 
questions. 

5 December, Saturday, 10:00 AM Mount Tabor Area Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Mount Tabor south End to Mount Tabor village via the old Emporium Lumber Company logging 
railroad., the UH & DS (Up Hill and Damn Steep) and logging roads with a side trip to Baker Cemetery 
and an optional ascent of Money Cobble 
Easy. 2.5 miles, 400-foot elevation gain.. 

12 December, Saturday, 10:00 AM C'adwell Loop, Pittsford Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Hike, snowshoe, or ski depending on conditions on one or more of the Pittsford Trails. 

Easy, 2.5 to 5 miles. 

20 December, Sunday, 12:00 Noon Spring Lake, Cuttingsville Bard & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Walk or snowshoe, depending on conditions, around Spring Lake and environs. 

Moderate, approximately 3 miles. 

9 January , Saturday , 9:00 AM Merck Forest, Rupert Steve Williams, 645-9529 

A woodland ramble. Snowshoes may be needed. 

Moderate, 3 to 4 miles. 

16 January , Saturday, 9:00 AM Chittenden Brook, Rochester Viv Bebee & Larry W alter, 775-3855 

Ski or snowshoe on a wood road. 

Moderate. 4 to 5 miles. 

23 January, Saturday, 10:00 AM Bomoseen, Castleton Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Ski or snowshoe past abandoned quarries to a beaver pond and look for animal tracks. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 

30 January, Saturday, 9:30 AM Grandpa's Knob, West Rutland Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Snowshoe to the site of Vermont's first wind tower (from the 1940s) for great views. 

Moderate, 3 miles, 1000-foot elevation gain. 

7 February , Sunday , 10:00 AM Hot Dog Roast Steve & Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Join us for a visit to Gi tTord Woods State Park for our annual winter cookout. Bring your own hot dogs 
or whatever you want to roast over the campfire. Hot drinks will be provided. Snowshoes may be 
needed and we'll have a short hike to work up an appetite. 

Easy. 

14 February, Sunday, 9:00 AM Pond Woods State Forest, Orwell Bill Holt & Joan Davidson, 537-4227 

Hike or snowshoe across frozen ponds and up and down rolling hills and dales hoping to see animal signs along 
the way. 

Moderate, 5 to 6 miles. 

20 February , Saturday, 9:00 AM Little Mad Tom, Peru Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Part three of Larry's quest. Snowshoes will be needed. 

Difficult. 8 miles. 

28 February , Sunday Long Trail & AT to Gifford Woods Dorothy Sullivan, 436-2019 

A Joint outing with the Ottauquechee Section. Snowshoes will be needed. 

Moderate. 3.5 miles. Call leader for time and details. 
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LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarter!) Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke dr Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rat^T ' 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 

Individual 

$40 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

$50 


Senior/Student/Volunteer 

$22 


Contact us for information on life memberships 


and categories for giving at a higher level. 


PHONE: 

» 


E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to 

Green Mountain Club, 471 1 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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KiUington Section , Green Mountain Club 
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Happy BM&day 

Green Mountain Club 

March 11, 1 91 0 - March 1 1 , 201 0 


Centennial Year Events 

1 1 March, Thursday 
GMC Birthday Party. South Burlington 
See Long Trail News 

27 March. Saturday 

Killington Section Annual Meeting and Potluck 

See Outing Schedule insert 

7 May, Friday 

Dinner at Trapp Family Lodge, Stowe 
See Long Trail News 

15 May. Saturday 

Lower elevation Long Trail maintenance 

See Outing Schedule insert 

22 May, Saturday 

GMC Annual Meeting. Waterbury Center 
See Long trail News 


5 June, Saturday 
National 1 rails Da 

Higher elevation Long Trail maitrtenr. .e 
See Outing Schedule insert 

5 June, Saturday 

Dinner at Inn at Lon;.' Trail 
See p ge 7 

16 July. Friday 

Bam Dance, South Londonderry 
See Long Trail News 

26 July. Monday 

Long Trail Relay Hikers arrive at Route 140 
See Long T rail News 

7 August. Satin d,i 

4th Annual Long Trail Festival, Rutland Fair Grounds 

See May Smoke <& Blazes 


The Green Mountain Club: founder, sponsor, defender, and protector of the Long Trail 


l 
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Smoke & Blazes 


A Photo from the Past 


Newsletter of the 
Killington Section. 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


2010 *John Hale 

" "‘Lynda Hutchins 

" *Cindv Taylor-Miller 

201 1 * Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

” Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary/Treasurer John Hale 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings SueThomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 



Dedication of the new suspension bridge at Clarendon Gorge, 1957 


Herb's Treasure Hunts (cont.) 

Remember Herb’s poser (rated difficult) from the Mav S&B wherein 
he asked for the number of shelters a hiker would pass on his convoluted 
route? Well, Sue Thomas finally saw through Herb's deviousness and 
came up with the answer: "None". Was that fair. Herb? 

Dale Christie was the first to solve the treasure hunt from the 
November S&B. The river to be crossed was "Mill River", (also being 
crossed in the photo above). 

Sue and Dale received antique Guide Books and the Kirk Fund 
received donations in their names. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 


Bam Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, GrifT2VT@Vermontel.net 
John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton. VT 05735. 273-2293, john@sudokuvt.com 
Allison Henry 47 West St.. #1, Rutland. VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins. 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell. VT 05760. 948-2770. lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland. VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Gern. Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-2244. gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 
Cindy Taylor-Miller. 337 East St.. Wallingford. VT 05773, 446-2288. mrsgorp@gmaii.com 
Herbert Ogden. 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor. VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumniUVM.edu 
SueThomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St.. Fair Haven. VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet. VT 05775, 645-9529. voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Outing Reports 


The U.H. & D.S.R.R., Mt. Tabor 

5 December 2009 
by Herb Ogden. Leader 

This was probably the only 
Killington Section hike that followed 
most of an abandoned railroad. To 
be sure, we’ve hiked parts of the 
Delaware & Hudson Rail Trail in 
Poultney, Paw let and Rupert, and 
we've followed a little of the lumber 
railroad on the way to Lye Brook 
Falls, but those were only small parts 
of the entire Rutland & Washington 
Railroad or the Lye Brook lumber 
railroad respectively. In contrast, 
this hike took in about 80 per cent of 
the Emporium Forestry Company's 
railroad that ran for about 2.5 miles 
north from a mill in the South End 
part of Mt. Tabor. It operated from 
about 1906 to 1916. Locals called it 
the U.H. & D.S.. short for Up Hill 
and Damned Steep. It used four 
switchbacks to climb from Otter 
Creek to the fairly level shelf that 
skirts the base of the Green 
Mountains south of Mt. Tabor 
Village. According to William 
Gove's chapter in Rails in the North 
Woods (North Country Books 2nd 
ed. 1999), it had only one 
locomotive, a homemade geared 
machine called the Clyde, and 
several logging cars. He says only 
two were used at a time on account 
of the grade. 

We began at South End Road 
about a tenth of a mile north of 
where the logging railroad used to 
cross it. heading due east on a road to 
a deer camp. We had permission 
from its owner. William Gaiotti. 
After several hundred feet, we 
struck the former railroad at a 
clearing and headed pretty much 
north on it. It went through a cut and 
curved around the edge of the Otter 
Creek marshes. It was pretty soggy 
in places until it climbed away from 
the marsh. Crossing two small 
brooks, it switched back and headed 


south, recrossing the same brooks. 
At the second switchback down 
over the edge of the railbed, I pointed 
out the frog of an old switch. We 
pondered why it was left when no 
ordinary rails remained. We then 
headed back north, crossing the same 
two brooks again. We looked for 
hardware at the third switchback, 
which ended at another brook but 
found none. There was considerable 
rockwork at the fourth switchback 
and in a little causeway north of it. 
We also began to pass stone walls, 
probably part of what the 1869 Beers 
Atlas of Rutland County > shows as the 
Foley farm. 

A couple hundred feet north of a 
log landing, we turned west from the 
old railroad to visit the Baker-Foley 
Cemetery, where the last burials 
were from the 1850s. It lies about a 
hundred feet south of a road that 
continues on to the public Norse 
Lodge Road off US 7. We also 
visited a big cellarhole a couple 
hundred feet east of the cemetery 
before returning to the railroad. 

The railroad soon diverged from 
the woodroad that we had followed 
since the log landing, heading north 
across a slightly swampy area on a 
little causeway with side ditches. It 
crossed yet another brook, followed 
the woodroad for a little, then headed 
northeast and apparently ended at a 
stone loading platform at the base of 
the mountain. We backtracked the 
woodroad and followed it north 
along the east edge of a big swamp 
and beaver pond. Possibly a logging 
railroad could have run here, but the 
railroad aficionados among us opined 
that it just didn't feel like a former 
railroad. After crossing another 
brook, we emerged onto a drivable 
road that led us down to the village 
of Mt. Tabor (Brooklyn to us locals). 
On the way, we passed a small 
square structure with thick cement 
walls, a thick cement roof, and an 


iron door w ith a lock. I joked that it 
was an unusually sturdy outhouse. 
Actually, according to folks who 
know Mt. Tabor history, it was built 
to store blasting powder the CCC 
used to build Forest Road 10 east to 
Landgrove. A little farther along 
was a "two-holer" made of similarly 
sturdy construction, and soon after 
that we reached the U. S. Forest 
Service work camp. By then, what 
had begun as a snow flurry at the 
cemetery had turned into a real 
snowstorm that began to cover the 
bare ground. Consequently, we 
decided to use the car I had spotted 
rather than hike back along a 
different route. 

Merck Forest, Rupert 

9 January 2010 
by Steve Williams, leader 

A recent snow fall, sunshine, and 
a moderate temperature. (15 to 20 
degrees) made the day ideal for a 
snowshoe ramble. In spite of this, 
participation was limited. Sue 
Thomas and Tom Copps from 
Rutland and Barbara O'Connor and 
the leader from Paw let. The route 
followed Old Town Road and Lodge 
Road to the track up to the Spruce 
Peak viewpoint, and then Lodge 
Road and Gallup Road back to the 
bams. Snow scenery was great, many 
snow clusters on shrubs and trees 
and. for much of the route, virgin 
snow on the track. 

Criteria for a lunch spot were 
defined as a place with a view, but 
also out of the wind, not necessarilv 
compatible objectives. The matter 
was resolved by selecting an open 
equipment barn on the side of one of 
the area's large meadows. However, 
the barn's rafters were home to a 
large number of doves, most of 
whom vacated as the group arrived: 
the remainder then periodically 
disturbed the peace as they decided 
that the time had come to move out. 
For aesthetic reasons the barn floor 
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being covered with snow was 
definitely a plus. 

Bomoseen before the Thaw 

23 January 2010 
by Sue Thomas, leader 

We just squeaked in a last low- 
elevation snowshoe trip before the 
January thaw took away all of our 
beautiful snow. No doubt a different 
adjective w ill come to mind after our 
annual April blizzard, but in January 
the snow is still welcome, and it 
provided a canvas for a variety of 
tracks that day. My. but the little 
woodland creatures had been busy! 
Foxes, squirrels, rabbits, deer, 
fishers, turkeys, grouse, and a variety 
of little scurrying things kept us busy 
try ing to figure out what they'd been 
up to. 

In some places there were 
regular varmint highways; in others 
the tracks ominously stopped a short 
distance from their hidey-holes. 
Imagine: you start down the 

driveway, cup of coffee in paw, to 
get your morning paper, and ZAP!! 
Mr. Owl has breakfast. It seems that 
the paper boy tossing your Rutland 
Herald in a puddle is not actually the 
worst way to start your day. 

The best find of the day was a 
number of otter slides, including 
what was easily the longest one I've 
ever seen. I think we stumbled on the 
training track for the Olympic luge. 


After lunch al fresco at the 
"Park Avenue Cafe" we continued on 

to pretty Lily Pond and boldly 

ventured across the ice to inspect 
some over-ambitious beaver chews. 
We returned to the cars along the 
shore of Lake Bomoseen. passing 
several historic buildings made of 
native slate, and remnants of quarries 
and mill operations on the site. 

Note: As of this writing the 
Vancouver Olympics are still in 
progress. No word yet on the results 
of the otter luge, but we're rooting 
for our local athletes. 

Gifford Woods, Killington 
Annual Hot Dog Roast 

7 February 2010 
by Roma Pulling, leader 

On a mostly cloudy and cold [1 
mean GLACIAL] winter morning we 
met at the park bundled like 
Eskimos. After some good-natured 
banter about the level of intelligence 
required to start on a morning like 
that, we headed for Gifford Woods 
State Park on the mountain, only to 
encounter another problem. From 
about Wheelerville Road to Noel's 
Restaurant, the road was icy and 
Steve's truck tried to take matters 
into its own hands and travel from 
side to side instead of forw ard. Steve 
was able to persuade it to stay on the 
traveled portion of the road, but we 
saw instances where vehicles had 
ended up in the ditch. 


In order to give the other drivers 
some input in deciding whether to 

continue up the mountain or return to 

Rutland. Steve stopped beside the 
road. Both other drivers expressed 
their willingness to continue, and 
after a short distance road conditions 
improved. Eight people had left 
Rutland and five others joined our 
group for a total 1 3 at the state park. 

Steve loaded all the supplies on 
his toboggan, secured them with his 
bungee cords, and with Jerry’s help 
to keep it upright, pulled it to a lean- 
to named "Cherry ." First, the snow 
had to be shoveled from the outdoor 
fireplace in order for Steve to start a 
fire while I set food stuff on the table 
and Jerry Parker led a group on a 
short hike on the Appalachian Trail. 

The hikers returned about noon 
for tht cookout. Each person had 
brought hot dogs or sausages and 
cooked them over the open fire on 
twigs which Sue had provided for 
that purpose. Steve boiled water in 
the club pot so that all those who so 
desired could have a hot drink 
courtesy of the Killington Section. 
The menu was fleshed out with 
cookies and potato chips donated by 
the hikers. 

When everyone had eaten all 
they could, it was time to pack up for 
our return trip. Hooray! The road 
conditions had improved during our 
time on the mountain, and we arrived 
home without further incident. 


Killington Section Directors Meeting 


by John Hale. Secretary 

The Killington section Directors met 
at 6:00 pm on 23 February 2010 at 
the Back Home Again Cafe in 
Rutland with President Barry Griffith 
presiding. 

Board members present were: Barry 
Griffith. President: Wayne Krevetski. 


Vice President; John Hale. 

Secretary /Treasurer: Lynda 

Hutchins; Gerry Martin: Herb 

Ogden; Sue Thomas; Allison Henry; 
and Cynthia Taylor-Miller. Also 
present were guests Cathy Thomas 
and Bob Perkins 
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The Minutes for the September 29. 
2009, Board Meeting were 
reviewed. It was moved, seconded 
and passed unanimously to accept 
the Minutes as presented. 

Treasurer John H. presented the 

Financial Statements for the year 
ending 31 December 2009. 



Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule March - May 2010 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless otherwise 
noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. Distances are round trip and are 
approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any 
questions. 

7 March, Sunday, 9:00 AM Catamount Trail, Mendon Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Trek form Brewers Comer north on the Catamount ski trail to Route 4 
A 6-mile moderate snowshoe or a difficult ski. 

13 March, Saturday Burnt Mountain, Shrewsbury Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

A combination cross-country ski and snowshoe; ski to the base of the mountain and then snowshoe up 
and around. 

Five miles, with some challenging terrain. 

Call leader for meeting time and place. 

21 March, Sunday , 9:00 AM Fayville, Glastonbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Walk. ski. or snowshoe to an abandoned logging town in the mysterious "Glastenbury Triangle". 
Moderate, 4 miles. 

27 March, Saturday, 5:30 PM Killington Section Annual Meeting, Rutland Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Bring a dish to share and you own place setting for a potluck supper followed by a short business 
meeting and election of officers. All are welcome! 

Meet at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Hillside Avenue, Rutland. 

28 March, Sunday, 10:00 AM Bald Mountain, Mendon Allison Henry , 775-1627 

Work olT the potluck supper with a hike on the Bald Mountain loop. Great views. 

Moderate 3.5 miles with some steep climbing. Grippers may be needed depending on conditions. 

3 April, Saturday , 9:00 AM Silver Lake, Leicester Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

We'll be joined by Bill Powers, author of "Silver Lake. Beyond the Mists" fora hike to the site of an old 
hotel on the lake shore. Bill will share historic photos and stories about the area. 

Moderate, 3 miles. 

10 April, Saturday , 9:00 AM Battenkill State Forest, Cambridge, NY Allison Henry , 775-1627 

Cross the border. 

Moderate; 5 miles. 

18 April Sunday, 9:00 AM Crow n Point Road, Weathersfield Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Hike along a section of the original military road and visit historic Grout cemetery. 

Moderate 3 or 4 miles with a possible stream crossing. 

24 April, Saturday, 9:00 AM Natural Bridge, Dorset Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Climb on old roads to this geologic oddity and descend via bushwhacking along the course of a beautiful 
marble streambed with sculpted gorges and waterfalls. 

Moderate, 3.5 to 4 miles with 900 feet elevation gain. Some very steep grades 

2 May Sunday , 9:00 AM Birds and Wild Flowers Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

A slow-paced hike to a locale of the leader's choosing to identify spring wild flowers and returning 
migrant birds. 

Schedule continued on next page. 
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Killington Section, GMCOuting Schedule March - May 2010 

Schedule continued from previous page. 

8 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Winona Lake, Bristol Larry Walter & Viv Bebee, 775-3855 

Canoe or kayak on a beautiful pond. 

15 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Long Trail Spring Cleaning Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

All are welcome to help prepare the trail for the summer hiking season. We'll clear water bars, trim 
brush, and cut blowdowns on the lower-elevation stretches. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch: 
tools will be provided. Have fun while doing a good deed. 

22 May, Saturday CMC Annual Meeting, Waterbury Center CMC, 244-7037 

This year's annual meeting of the Green Mountain Club will recognize the clubs 1 00th birthday with 
activities on Friday. Saturday, and Sunday at club headquarters on Route 100 in Waterbury Center. 

There will be a variety of hikes to choose from on Saturday. 

See your Long Trail News for details. 

23 May, Sunday, 9:00 AM Lake Ninevah Area, Plymouth Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Explore old roads and trails and visit the gravesite of a Revolutionary' War-ear soldier. 

Moderate. 

29 May, Saturday, 9:00 AM Ethan Allen Cave, Salisbury Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Purported to be the site where the Green Mountain Boys hid out. See it and decide for yourself. Optional 
extra short climb to a view point. 

Moderate. 4 miles. 

5 June, Saturday, 9:00 AM National Trails Day Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Volunteers all over the country will be out today clearing brush and waterbars. cutting blowdowns, and 
painting blazes, readying trails for the summer hiking season. Join us to work on our local treasure, the 
Long/Appalachian frail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be provided. 


Senior Shuffle 

The Killington Section would like to thank 
Roma Pulling for her many years of leading the "Senior 
Shuffle" hikes, along with husband Al. Roma has now 
retired from the job. but we’d love to keep the tradition 
going. If anyone is interested in taking over leadership of 
th^ "senior Shuffle" (one easy, non-threatening, or slow- 
paced hike per schedule) please contact hike co- 
coordinator Sue Thomas at 773-2185. Thanks, again 
Roma! 

Left Roma recording attendance at Minerva Hinchey Shelter 
on the Valentines Day Senior Shuffle Hot Dog Roast. 14 
February 2009 
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• Total Assets were 
$23,721.57 including $19,553.81 
in certificates of deposit and 
$4,167.76 in checking accounts. 

• Total income for the year 
was $2,367.46 consisting 
primarily of membership dues of 
$1,707.75. 

• Total expenditure for the 
year was $3,324.41 consisting 
primarily of $1,163.56 in 
newsletter printing and postage 
and $1,943 for the Section’s share 
of expenses associated with the 
new stonework at the Governor 
Clement Shelter. 

• The only financial 
transactions since the year end 
have been a $100 contribution 
received and membership dues 
received of $502.50. 

It was moved, seconded and passed 
unanimously to accept the Financial 
Statements as presented. 

Herb O and Wayne K. presented the 
Trails and Shelters Report and 
Planning. Herb requested Board 
members to review the Projects listed 
to assure that the information is 
currently valid. Some highlights: 

• In early May. a site visit with 
Dave Hardy is planned to scout a 
Trail relocation to avoid the 
Hermit Spring bog. 

• The General F.lectric people 
are again interested in 
volunteering. 

• A bridge is envisioned for 
the Trail crossing at Gould Brook 
which will probably be a two year 
project given abutment challenges 
on one side (GE engineer 
volunteers could be of use here.) 

• The bunks at Gov. Clement 
Shelter will start with one lower 
level with allowances and 
provisions for an upper level 
should it be desired later. This 
project is scheduled for I May 
this spring starting at 10:00 am at 
the Shelter. About four workers 
will be required. 


• The Gov. Clement Shelter 
roof repair has been offered to be 
done by Shelter Adopter. Roy G. 
Arthur utilizing shingles provided 
by the State of VT. 

• Options were discussed for a 
section of the Trail north of 
Lower Cold River Road which 
does not drain. 

• A very steep and eroded 
section of the Bucklin Trail was 
discussed with an eye to possibly 
creating a switch-back. 

The full Report and Planning 
document is available from the 
Secretary on request. 

Barry G. presented some upcoming 
events and their dates: 

• The Main Club is hosting a 
Centennial Anniversary Gala at 
the Doubletree Hotel in 
Burlington on II March. A $10 
donation is sought and 
reservations are requested. 

• The Killington Section will 
hold its Annual Meeting and pot 
luck on 27 March at the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

• Wayne K. will firm up the 
F.MS Club Day and Raffle date, 
expected in the middle of April. 

• The Main Club will host a 
fund raiser dinner at the Trapp 
Family Lodge on 7 May. The 
cost is $ 1 00 per person and 
Governor Howard Dean will 
speak. 

• Section Low Elevation and 
Upper Elevation Work Parties 
will be held on 15 May and 5 
June respectively. 

• The Main Club's 100th 
Annual Meeting will be held at 
the Waterbury Center 
Headquarters on 22 May. 

• The Killington Section 
Centennial Celebration will be 
held at the Inn at the Long Trail 
on 5 June starting at 6:00 pm. 
Club Executive Director Ben 
Rose will be the speaker at this 
$25 per person dinner buffet. 


There will also be a raffle and 
raffle items are to be given to 
Kathy Krevetski for this event. 

• The Main Club is sponsoring 
a Long Trail End-to-Fnd Relay 
Hike starting on 17 July. 
Participation will be quite limited 
to reduce the ecological impact. 

• The Fourth Annual Long 
Trail Festival will begin this year 
on 7 August. 

Lynda H. presented a report on the 
Main Club Board Meeting of 23 
January held in the Forest Center at 
the Marsh-Billings-Rockefellcr 
National Historical Park. Woodstock. 
VT.: 

• The Club's financial position 
has improved: we may end the 
fiscal year in the black. The line 
of credit has been repaid, 
publication income is strong and 
investments have rebounded. 

• Business memberships are to 
be offered at various donation 
levels. The Club’s goal is to 
exceed 10.000 members. NB: 
current Club membership is 
8.914. 

A copy of Lynda's full report is 
available on request of the Secretary. 

Bob P. is looking for new authors 
and more articles for the Smoke and 
Blazes publication. 

The Board of Directors terms of 
John H.. Lynda II. and Cynthia T-M 
all expire at the Annual Meeting on 
27 March this year. Lynda offered to 
continue as GMC Board 
representative as a regular member 
and is authorized to that function in 
our Bylaws. Allison H. would accept 
the position of Secretary if offered. 
John offered to continue the work of 
the treasury function under the 
direction of a to-be-elected new 
Treasurer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 
PM. 
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Another Source 

by Allison Henry 

There are several options for 
those who prefer to get their Long 
Trail information online. The Green 
Mountain Club's website is the 
obvious start. You can also become a 
"Fan" of the GMC on Facebook or 
join several other LT-related groups 
on Facebook. iVhiteblaze.net, an 
internet forum geared primarily 
toward Appalachian Trail thru- 
hikers. also has lots of user-provided 
information about the Long Trail and 
other trails. 

Last spring, a new website. 
m\w\longlrailliikiny ; was started by a 
friend of the LT. Joe Figura (trail 
name Rolling Stone), a self- 
described “displaced New 
Englander” who currently resides in 
Montana). Rolling Stone graciously 
agreed to an “e-interview" last 
November. He explained that he 
started the website to provide a “one 
stop resource for basic information 
about thru-hiking the LT and to offer 
a user-generated online thru hiking 
companion. In addition we wanted to 
bring awareness to younger folks 
about the GMC's mission." The site 
manager's focus on encouraging us to 
support the GMC is clear throughout 
the website. There are links to the 
official GMC website as well as 
strategically placed gentle reminders 
to donate directly to the GMC. Other 
sections of the website include links 
to GMC and LT-related events, 
community members' trail stories, 
and a whole section describing 
camping opportunities in Vermont. 

When you visit the website, you 
are greeted by a banner linking to the 
latest Green Mountain Club news. 
There is also a description of the 
Long Trail, its basic history', and the 
mission of the GMC. The opening 
page of the site also explains the 
site's goals as such: “...in conjunction 
with the Green Mountain Club, we 


for Long Trail News 

present to you Long Trail Hiking and 
we hope that this special place on the 
web will be a stopping point for you 
as you plan your journey on the Long 
Trail. And when you're done with 
your journey, come back, log into the 
hiker network and post a blog and 
photos of your trip to share with 
others." 

Longtrailhiking.info is a mix of 
general trail information as well as 
interactive forum sections where the 
reader can access current information 
and add additional news and updates 
to help others. First, the “Trail 
lnfo"section starts with links to an 
online version of the GMC's End-to- 
End Guide. The page linked to the 
guide once again reminds us that if 
we find the information helpful, we 
should donate directly to the GMC or 
consider buy ing a copy of the End to 
End Guide or the waterproof LT 
map. An individual reading the site, 
whether a hiker, a local business 
owner, a trail angel, or simply an 
interested member of the community , 
can add comments about changes or 
updates to Trail-related services and 
Trail conditions. A subsection of the 
E2E page is the “Shelter Guide" 
where recent comments have been 
posted about shelter repairs, animal 
activity, and so on. Another feature 
of the website is the “Web Boards" 
portion which is a traditional 
discussion forum, w ith topics such as 
"Gear". "End to End Planning", and 
“Flora and Fauna." Still another 
section of Longtrailhiking.info is the 
LT Hiker network. This is a social 
networking site where the user can 
create a profile, make “friends" with 
other users, post pictures, etc. 
Rolling Stone has indicated that 
hikers can also create their own trail 
journals on the site, and trail-related 
businesses can create a group on the 
Hiker Network much like has been 
done on Facebook. 


and Networking 

Rolling Stone has not yet 
completed the whole Long Trail, but 
has “ambled up and down the Trail.” 
mostly in the southern sections. Both 
of his two attempts at an End to End 
of the LT with his teenage daughter 
were cut short. He has hopes of 
finishing an End to End trip this 
summer. He has been doing parts of 
the AT since 1986 and is planning an 
AT thru-hike in the near future. 
Rolling Stone has had some 
interesting, yet rather familiar 
experiences while hiking on the LT. 
On he and his daughter's first day on 
their first attempt at thru-hiking the 
Long Trail, right at the Pine Cobble 
Trailhead. two women staggered out 
of the woods in front of them and 
demanded directions to the nearest 
Dunkin Donuts. They have also been 
denied a good night’s sleep by a 
woodpecker and a raccoon (on 
separate nights). 

The Longtrailhiking.info site is 
indeed a “one stop resource" for 
members of the LT community. 
Visitors to the site can access current 
information about LT conditions, 
link up with other LT hikers, and 
find details about services in nearby 
towns, while still being reminded of 
the importance of supporting the 
Long Trail ourselves. 

Visit 

Longtrailhiking. info 


Quilting, Anyone? 

Members of the Killington 
Section are once again working on a 
quilt to be raffled off at the fall 
volunteer luncheon to benefit the 
Green Mountain Club. We had a lot 
of fun last lime, but the more hands 
the better! If you'd like to help out 
with sewing, attend a "quilting bee", 
or sell tickets, contact Sue Thomas at 
773-2185. 
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The Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club 

& 

The Inn at Long Trail 
Present 

The Green Mountain Club's Celebration of a Century 

The Inn at Long Trail 
Route 4, Sherburne Pass 
Killington, Vermont 

Saturday, June 5, 2010 
at 

6 o'clock pm 

Guest Speaker 
Ben Rose, Executive Director 

"Looking Ahead to the Long Trail's Second Century" 

$25 per person 

Fabulous all inclusive buffet dinner served 

Cash bar and entertainment 
Raffle with lots of great prizes 

Reservations for dinner can be made on line at www.innatlongtrail.com 
or call the Inn at 802-775-7181 

Discounted Lodging at Inn for weekend with full breakfast also available 

All proceeds to benefit the Green Mountain Club 
For more information or to volunteer to help 
contact Kathleen & Wayne Krevetski at 802-779-1485 

The Killington Section will also host a volunteer work day on the trail on 
Saturday, June 5 and also will sponsor a local hike on Sunday, June 6. 


I 



Bob Perkins. Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutlan+d VT 05701 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke <?• Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parlies, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Verrmnt. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME. 

Individual 

$40 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

$50 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer 

$22 


Contact us for information on life memberships 


and categories for giving at a higher level 


PHONE: 



E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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Long Trail Festival 
at Rutland Fair Grounds 


GMC Club Days 
at the Mall 


Gov. Clement Shelter 
Restoration 


By Wayne Krevetski 

The Rutland l.ong Trail 
Festival, a celebratory gathering to 
inspire individuals to participate in 
the outdoors will take place on 
Saturday, 7 August 2010 at the 
Vermont State Fair Grounds in 
Rutland. Admission is free and 
camping on site is available for $5 
per person for the weekend. 

The summer 2009 issue of AT 
Journeys highlighting Rutland City 
as a trail town and referring to our 
festival as “an awesome day of 
festivities, education activities and 
relaxation geared toward the whole 
family”. Last year Backpacking 
magazine also cited Rutland as “the 
best place to raise children as thru- 
hikers.” 

Another “Hard Core” volunteer 
workday is scheduled for Sunday 8 
August. In previous years the “Flard 
Core" crew worked on the 
Appalachian Trail (AT) Thundering 
Brook Falls relocation, helped to 
repair the suspension bridge over 
Clarendon Gorge, and replaced the 
roof on Tucker-Johnson Shelter... 

Fleaded up by local musician 
Phil Flenry, the superb talent of 
Vermont musicians is putting this 
festival on the map and making it a 
must stop for hikers and their 
families as they come through 
Vermont this summer. 


By Wayne Krevetski 



"Mad Hatter" Krevetski at Diamond Run 


Again this spring the Killington 
Section was represented at the EMS 
Club Days Event at the Diamond 
Run Mall. Thanks to Tom Copps, 
Allison Henry', Wayne Krevetski, 
and Cindy Taylor-Miller, the section 
was able to get the word out about 
the Long Trail and the Green 
Mountain Club. Though traffic at the 
Mall was low do to the great spring 
weather outside, a good number of 
people stopped at our table to look at 
the display and get information on 
the club and membership. 

As a side issue the section also 
received $84.00 in donations from 
people shopping at EMS during the 
event. Thanks again to those that 
could help out and keep an eye out 
for future information about the Fall 
Club Day event. 


By Herb Ogden 

Early in May, Wayne "Mad 
Hatter" Krevetski, his sons Sean and 
Devin, and Cindy Taylor-Miller (Ms. 
Gorp) built a beautiful new sleeping 
platform at Gov. Clement Shelter. It 
is level, its height is just right for 
sitting on the edge, and it lightens up 
the space greatly. 

The old double deck bunks had 
been removed so the mason could 
restore the stonework last fall. The 
bottom bunks, at least, dated back to 
around 1965. They were hardware 
cloth, installed by my father. When 
the hardware cloth developed holes, 
they were boarded over. The upper 
bunk was at an uncomfortable slant 
and had little headroom. Good 
riddance! We will add upper bunks 
only if the demand is present. The 
restoration of this historic shelter will 
be finished once Shelter Adopter 
Roy Arthur and his snowmobile club 
crew replace the roof shingles. 

Thanks again to the Town of 
Shrewsbury for turning the road into 
a legal trail so a locked gate could 
prevent the rowdy parties and 
vandalism that had made staying at 
Gov. Clement a chancy business and 
had put the shelter on the path to 
demolition. Now it’s a real gem. 

See Trails & Shelters page 4 
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Smoke & Blazes 

Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 

Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


201 1 *Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

" Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 

2013 Viv Bebee 

" Tom Copps 

" Steve Williams 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary Allison Henry 

Treasurer Gerry Martin 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings SueThomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 


Editor 


Bob Perkins 


Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 



Photos from the Past 

One day in 1972 the late Robert West, prominent Rutland lawyer 
and legislator, was cleaning out his basement at 65 Center Street in 
Rutland preparatory to selling the building. He ran across two wooden 
boxes, which he donated to the Rutland Historical Society. 


The boxes contained nearly one hundred 3-by-4-inch glass slides 
w ith photographs from the early days of the Green Mountain Club and 
the Long Trail. We don't know who originally collected these pictures, 
but it can be no coincidence that prior to 1977 the office of the Green 
Mountain Club was in Rutland and, for a time, next door at 63 Center 
Street. The slides remained at the Rutland Historical Society, unknown to 
many, until recently when they were converted into a half-hour program 
on a modern digital medium for more convenient viewing. 

The premier showing is scheduled for the Killington Section 
Centennial Celebration at the Inn at Long Trail on 5 June with future 
showings on Historically Speaking , the Historical Society’s program on 
PEG Channel 15, on Wednesdays at 4:00 i>m. Thursdays at 1:30 pm. and 
Fridays at 7:30 pm through most of June.. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Viv Bebee 14 Belmont Avenue, Rutland. VT 05701, 775-3855, vib@sover.net 

Tom Copps 78 North Main Street, #3, Rutland. VT 05701, 774-5144, tcopps@sover.net 

Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 

John Hale, 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@sudokuvt.com 

Allison Henry 47 West St., #1. Rutland, VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 

Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd.. Orwell, VT 05760. 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 

Gerry Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-2244, gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 

Herbert Ogden. 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.lJVM.edu 

SueThomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 2 1 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Killington Section Directors Meet 


By Allison Henry, Secretary 

The Killington Section Annual 
Meeting was held on 27 March 2010 
at the First Lutheran Church 
following our potluck dinner, led by 
President Barry Griffith. Board 
members in attendance were: Barry 
Griffith. President; Lynda Hutchins, 
Delegate to Main Club; and directors 
Gerry Martin, Cindy Taylor-Miller. 
Sue Thomas, and Allison Henry; also 
about 20 members of the Section. 
Absent Board members were: John 
Hale, Wayne Krevetski, and Herb 
Ogden. 

Barry reminded us that the 
Green Mountain Club was formed in 
1910 and the Killington Section was 
likely formed in 1911. Barry also 
reviewed the section by-laws, noting 
that later in the meeting we'd be 
electing three new directors, as three 
current board members would not be 
eligible for re-election having served 
two consecutive 3-year terms. 

On behalf of 

Secretary /Treasurer John Hale. Barry 
referred to minutes from the 2009 
Annual meeting, and it was passed to 
accept the minutes as presented. 
Reference was made to the 
Treasurer's report for 2009, as 
published in the most recent Smoke 
& Blazes. Upon motion, these were 
also accepted as presented. 

Lynda Hutchins reviewed her 
Main Club report from the last 
General Meeting taking place on 21 
March 2010, with the following 
highlights. See Lynda for more 
details. 

• The Main Club is in the 
“black.” Merchandise sales are under 
budget, but ahead of last year. The 
2009 Appalachian Trail Conservancy- 
annual meeting at Castleton brought 
in some income. The cost for salaries 
has gone up six to seven percent due 
to an “active Held season.” but much 
of this comes from federal stimulus 


money. -At GMC's 100" birthday 
party celebration in Burlington on 1 1 
March, a skit was presented showing 
the history of the club. Steve 
Williams was in the skit as 
Ambassador Bryce, having been 
recruited for his fine British accent! 
You can visit YouTube to view the 
performance. 

• The club is continuously 
working on improving its online 
presence to connect with members 
and potential members who prefer 
the Internet to paper 
communications. A new software 
program is in progress. 

• Congratulations to us — 
resolutions were passed at both the 
State and Federal level praising 
GMC's stewardship of the Trail. 
Dick Krompegal and Tom Simmons 
were recognized by the Main Club 
for service. 

• The Main Club's new budget 
is 1.5 million dollars, up from the 
past two years. Stimulus money is 
still available, and they are 
anticipating another "active field 
season.” 

• Publications updates: A new 
waterproof map of the Camel's 
Hump area is now available. This is 
smaller than the official Waterproof 
Long Trail Map but similar in 
design. The Day Hiker's Guide to 
Vermont is being revamped. They are 
taking out the "Rambles” section, as 
short walks will now be addressed in 
an upcoming Walker's Guide. The 
new edition of the Day Hiker's Guide 
will also include more loop hikes that 
connect with part of the Long Trail. 
The Section Leader's Handbook is 
also being revised. 

• The club now has a new 
insurance policy which has better 
coverage. 

• A relay hike of the Long 
Trail is being planned for July and 


August as part of the Centennial. 
Lynda emphasizes that we must 
contact Ben Rose directly if we wish 
to participate. More information is 
available on the Club's website. 

Minutes from the 23 February 
2010 Directors' Meeting were 
presented briefly by President 
Griffith on behalf of 
Secretary /Treasurer John Hale. 

Highlights from Trails and 
Shelters, also presented by Barrv 
Griffith. 

• There will be a Trail 
relocation in the Shrewsbury' 
area to avoid a bog. This was 
even in the "Legal Notices" 
section of the Rutland Herald. 

• We still need a bridge for 
the Gould Brook crossing 
between the Cold River Roads. 
There is still a possibility of this 
project getting taken on by 
volunteers from General 
Electric. 

• The stonework at Governor 
Clement Shelter is completed. 
Bunks will be added on I May. 
The shelter adopter is doing roof 
repairs; shingles provided by the 
state. 

• We are considering possible 
improvements near the Cold 
River Road and on the Bucklin 
Trail to reduce erosion. 

• Barb Griffith gave 
compliments to Tom Shanahan 
for putting big rocks in Gould 
Brook, making the crossing 
much easier. 

Smoke & Blazes update from 
Bob Perkins: Always looking for 
contributions, hike write-ups, and 
articles. 

Outings report from Sue 
Thomas: Will be working on next 
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schedule in May. Leaders are always 
welcome. Please call me! 

Volunteer opportunities this 
spring: EMS Club Days 23/24 April 
(sit at a table at the mall and try to 
convince people to become a 
member in order to receive the Club 
Days discount); Booth at the 
Sunshine Daydream Festival at 
Killington on 1 7 April. 

A question was raised about 
getting our outing schedule onto the 
online calendar at the Main Club's 
website. While our schedule 
printings do not coincide with the 
printings of the Long Trail News, the 
online calendar might be updated 
more frequently. Barry or Bob will 
investigate. 

Upcoming Centennial 

celebration events were reviewed by 
President Griffith; refer to the front 
page of the February 2010 S&B or to 
the main club's website for details. 
The Killington Section will be 
hosting a party at the Inn at Long 


Trail on June 5 lh , National Trails 
Day. Ben Rose will be the guest 
speaker, and Killington Section 
Friend and Spouse Phil Henry will be 
the musical guest. It will be a buffet- 
style dinner, and the tagline for the 
event is “closer, cheaper, better 
entertainment.” Other upcoming 
events were noted: the Main Club 
Annual Meeting on 22 May and the 
Long Trail Festival on 7 August. 

Election of New Directors 

Barry expressed the Section's 
thanks to the three outgoing 
directors: to John Hale for his service 
as Secretary /Treasurer, (as well as 
another thank you to A I and Roma 
Pulling for their past service), to 
Cindy Taylor-Miller for contributing 
experience and wisdom, and to 
Lynda Hutchens, our liaison to the 
Main Club. Lynda is not eligible for 
re-election as a director but the 
by laws do not state the liaison must 
be a director. 


Trails^^helters^^ 

Also early in May, Sector 
Checkers Cindy Taylor-Miller. Steve 
Williams and Barbara O'Connell, 
Connie Youngstrom, Barbara and 
Barry Griffith, and Viv Beebe were 
out checking their sectors of the 
Long Trail and reporting what work 
was needed where. As a result, the 
14 May Lowland Work Parties were 
successful. On a beautiful spring 
day, a dozen people cleared brush, 
dug out waterbars and side ditches, 
and sawed branches and blowdowns 
from Wallingford Gulf to about a 
mile north of Gov. Clement Shelter. 
Except for a few wet spots, this 
entire trail is now in good to 
excellent condition. 


Some of the wet spots north and 
south of the Lottery Road in 
Shrewsbury' probably will be avoided 
by relocations soon. GMC Director 
of Field Programs and a small 
Killington Section contingent walked 
my proposed relocations early in 
May. Depending on U. S. Forest 
Service approval, the trail south of 
Lottery Rd. will head north along the 
road, cross a small brook, and cross a 
small wet area on bog bridging 
before heading south through 
pleasant, dry woods to join the 
present route before it heads up 
Beacon Hill. This will avoid the 
perennial mud wallow along the edge 
of the cow pasture. To the north of 
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Four members were nominated 
for the three directorships to be 
filled: Viv Bebee by Sue Thomas; 
Steve Williams by Chryl Martin; 
Tom Copps by Steve Williams; 
Chryl Martin by Allison Henry. 
Chryl respectfully declined the 
nomination, and moved that the 
nominations cease and that we elect 
the slate of three candidates. Barb 
Griffith seconded Chryl’s motions, 
making Viv, Tom, and Steve our new 
Directors to join continuing directors 
Barry. Wayne, Sue, Allison, Herb, 
and Gerry. 

A brief Director's meeting was 
held to appoint officers. Barry 
Griffith and Wayne Krevetski will 
remain as President and Vice 
President, Allison Henry was 
appointed Secretary; Gerry Martin 
was appointed Treasurer, and Lynda 
Hutchins will continue as our 
Delegate to the Main Club with 
Allison Henry as alternate. 

The-meeting adjourned at about 
7:40 PM. 


the Lottery Road, roughly between 
Hermit Spring and the height of land, 
the trail would run slightly west of 
the present route and use a 
switchback to moderate the grade. 
This would avoid the wet area south 
of and along the brook that flows 
into the swamp. 

Trails & Shelters Co-Chair 
Wayne Krevetski and I have heard of 
considerable winter damage to the 
trail in the Coolidge Range, so we 
hope for a good number of 
volunteers on National Trails Day, 5 
June, to put that piece of the trail 
back in good condition. 


Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule June -- August 2010 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless otherwise 
noted, all trips leave from Rutland’s Main Street Park, near the east end of the tire station. Distances are round trip and are 
approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you ha\e any 
questions. 

5 June, Saturday, 9:00 AIM National Trails Day Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Volunteers all over the country will be out today clearing brush and waterbars, cutting blowdowns, and painting 
blazes, readying trails for the summer hiking season. Join us to work on our local treasure, the Long/Appalachian 
Trail. Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes, and lunch; tools will be provided. 

13 June, Sunday, 10 AM Bike Tour -Castleton Area Ted & Martha Molnar, 468-5125 

Meet at Castleton State College South Street parking lot (last lot on the left, past all buildings). We will offer two 
rides, one leisurely and one more ambitious. Ride 1: Castleton to Poultney and back. 12 miles on flat, unpaved 
bike trail. Ride 2: Two lakes tour, 17 miles on quiet back roads with rolling terrain and little or no traffic. 

19 June, Saturday, 9:00 AM Crow n Point Road, Weathersfield Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Mike along a section of the original military road and visit historic Grout cemetery. 

Moderate 3 or 4 miles with possible stream crossing. 

Rain date; 6/20. 

26 June, Saturday, 10:00 AM Tinmouth Gulf Road, Tinmouth Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Follow the Tinmouth Gulf Road south through woods and former farm land to the Purchase and Old Otis Road. 
Moderate, 6 miles, 1200-foot elevation gain. 

4 July, Sunday, 9:00 AM Mascoma Lake, F.nfield, NH Terri Wilson, (334) 787-2426 

Celebrate the Fourth with canoeing, kayaking, and swimming, followed by a potluck cookout. Bring salads and 
side dishes to share. 

Easy. 

10 July, Saturday, 9:00 AM Lake St. Catherine, Wells Viv Bebee & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Explore the ridge above the lake w ith great views and interesting terrain. 

Easy. 

1 1 July, Sunday, 10:00 AM Bike Tour- Castleton Area Ted & Martha Molnar, 468-5125 

Meet at Castleton State College South Street parking lot (last lot on the left, past all buildings). We will offer two 
rides, both on quiet back roads with little or no traffic. 

Ride I: Castleton - Fair Haven - Poultney loop. Flat, 15 miles. 

Ride 2: Castleton - Hubbardton loop. Rolling to hilly, 21 miles. 

17 July, Saturday, 9:00 AM Bromley Mountain, Peru Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Great views from the summit. 

Moderate. 6 miles. 

Rain date: 7/18. 

24 July, Saturday, 9:00 AM Paddle the Poultney, Fair Haven Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

A relaxing paddle for kayaks or canoes along the scenic Vermont - New York border. 

Meet at the Diamond Run Mall parking lot near Sears. 

Easy, 5 miles. 

Rain date: 7/25. 


Schedule continued on next page. 


Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule June - August 2010 

Schedule continued from previous page. 

1 August, Sunday, 9:00 AM Clarendon Lookout, Shrewsbury Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Follow the Long/Appalachian Trail up a dramatic, boulder-strewn gulf to the lookout and on to Clarendon Shelter 
with an option to visit an old cemetery in the woods,. 

Moderate, 2 1/2 to 3 miles with some steep climbing. 

7 August, Saturday, All day Long Trail Festival, Rutland Wayne Krevetski, 282-22-37 

Meet at the Rutland State Fair Grounds any time on Saturday for free fun. education, and entertainment 
for the whole family at the fourth annual Rutland Long Trail Festival. 

Easy. No elevation gain. 

8 August, Sunday, 8:00 AM Little Rock Pond, Wallingford Wayne Krevetski, 282-22-37 

Meet in the parking area inside the Dana Avenue entrance on the Rutland State Fair grounds. Join 
Festival attendees in a work party to help build new tent platforms at Little Rock Pond on the Long 
Trail. 

14 August, Saturday, 9:00 AM Snake Mountain, Addison Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Gorgeous views of Lake Champlain and the Adirondack High Peaks. 

Moderate clime. 4 miles. 

21 August, Saturday, 8:00 AM Grafton Pond Paddle, Grafton, NH Viv Bebee & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Flat water paddle for canoes or kayaks. Swimming, too! 

Easy. 

Rain date: 8722. 

28 August, Saturday, 8:00 AM Appalachian Trail, Pomfret Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Follow the AT to the lookout for a view of Lakota Lake, and then on to Route 1 2. 

Moderate. 7 miles. 


TURTLE HIKES SCHEDULE 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle" hikes for seniors and others who w ish 
to enjoy their outings at a somewhat slower and easier pace. The hikes typically cover two to four miles, involve limited 
elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for 
Vermont weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9 am at the Godnick Adult Center on Deer Street off Woodstock Avenue. We 
return in early to mid-afternoon. Call leaders listed at the right below if you have questions. All are welcome 


June 3 

Eshqua Bog Nature Area, Hartland; Woodstock Trails 

Discover this w ildflower and bog plant sanctuaiy via path and boardwalk. 

Renee Warren 
747-4466 

June 17 

Merck Forest Trails, Rupert 

Get acquainted with Merck Forest and Farmland Center. Optional donation. 

Edith Kellogg 
775-1246 

July 1 

Pittsford Trails, Pittsford 

Hike along an interesting trail near Pittsford. 

Ann Perry 
236-1780 

July 15 

Snake Mountain, Addison 

Logging roads lead to abandoned hotel site at summit. Excellent views. 

Bob Perkins 
773-0184 

July 29 

Cookout - Hapgood Pond, Peru 

For this outing only, bring something to cook over our campfire. Hike around 
the pond. swim. eat. and relax. 

George Butts 
483-2891 

August 12 

White Rocks, Wallingford 

En joy the cool breeze from the Ice Beds at the base of the White Rocks Cliffs. 

Jerry/Lyn Ash 
775-3481 

August 26 

Susie Peak, Clarendon 

Climb to the proposed site for a controversial wind turbine. 

Bob Perkins 
773-0184 
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Outing Reports 


Boiling Springs, Chittenden 

20 June 2009 
By Barb Griffith 

For years Barry and I have been 
looking for Boiling Springs in 
Chittenden. People would casually 
say, "Oh. So and So used to know 
how to find the springs." We made 
several forays in with topo maps, 
compass, and GPS unit. We 
wandered hither and yonder (more 
yonder than I wanted to do). We 
could see it on the map, but it 
remained elusive trip after trip after 
trip in. Then one day we were 
chatting with friend Jim Moore, who 
said he had just hiked up Carmel and 
had stopped in at Boiling Springs to 
refresh himself. So once again, Barry 
and I went in search - this time with 
"perfect" directions from one who 
had just been there. But, alas, it was 
not to be. Upon our return home that 
day, we called Jim. He promised to 
help us out on hike day, to help us 
finally find what was lost to us. 

It was a perfect day to be out 
hiking, not too buggy, not too warm. 
Parking cars at the Mountain Top Inn 
lot, we began our adventure. One 
walks in on old roads, past cellar 
holes of an old village. We paused at 
the cemetery in "Old Boston". There 
is not much climbing at all on this 
route, and the road is easy to walk. 
There are a series of intersecting 
roads, but we managed to head along 
with maps. (After all Barry and I 
had almost been here lots of times!) 

As we neared our destination, a 
series of "Burma Shave" signs 
started to show up, encouraging the 
group. The last sign said, "Give a 
hoot after the bridge". We passed a 
tree with "BS" carved into it - the 
same tree that Barry and I had passed 
several times before. I thought it was 
someone's initials, but what do you 
know? ft was a marker for Boiling 
Springs!! Well, we all gave a "hoot," 


and a "hoot” was returned from down 
in the woods. Climbing down we 
arrived at our destination, with the 
springs indeed boiling and roiling. 
Barb decided she had to feel the 
effects of the swirling water and 
bubbling sand, so she carefully (?) 
waded in. It felt like quicksand. Soon 
after, as we settled down to lunch. 
Jim told stories of his decades of 
trips in to the site. According to Jim, 
the springs are the headwaters of the 
Proctor water supply. (Now he tells 
the wader!) 



Barb (.riffilh Testing the Waters 


After our spring-side feast, the 
return trip was uneventful. Tom and 
Allison did discover a mouse nest in 
a Mountain Top Inn XC Trail sign-in 
register and were enraptured with all 
the wee little ones. They were so cute 
-the mice, that is. 

Poultney River, West Haven 

25 July 2009 

Barb & Barry Griffith, leaders 

As summer 2010 fast 
approaches and we contemplate 
putting this paddle on the schedule 
again, I want to remember to let 
everyone know about the POISON 
IVY! In 2009 it was thick and 
everywhere at the parking area where 
we put the kayaks in. I ended up with 
poison ivy on my legs and fingers, 
and am sure that others must have as 
well. Therefore, if we do the paddle 
again, everyone should wear tall 
socks and gloves until we are 


waterborne! If someone has another 
idea, let me know, as I am up for 
more input! 

This is a nice gentle paddle. 
Even with all the rain and the water 
being high, this river is still 
navigable. The put-in is a bit of a 
steep pitch down a muddy bank 
(after dragging through poison ivy!) 
When we did this paddle in 2008, it 
took us forever to paddle down the 
river. The water was low, and 
thunderstorms threatened later in the 
day. We learned from the Nature 
Conservancy (they own the land 
along most of this paddle) that when 
the water is low there is back How 
from Lake Champlain and indeed the 
current becomes more stagnant as 
one approaches the mouth of the 
river. So one's waterway downstream 
becomes another's upstream. (Does 
this make sense?) 

On this day, the trip was fast. 
We managed to drag out for a muddy 
lunch spot. A cemetery was pointed 
out on a knoll. This being rattlesnake 
country, no one wanted to venture 
into the overgrown field. There were 
numerous water birds along the way. 
The riverbanks were lined with 
cottonwood and silver maples. As 
one paddles along downstream New 
York is on your left and Vermont on 
your right. You put in on the New 
York State side and take out in 
Vermont, near the Galick Farm. This 
section of the Poultney River is a 
pleasant paddle, and we recommend 
it. 

Otter Creek Paddle, 

Wallingford 

30 August 2009 
By Barbara Griffith, leader 

High waters of the summer 
2009 made this a quick trip (or 
quicker than in past years). The 
"stringers" that one usually has to 
portage around or climb over in Otter 
Creek were virtually nonexistent or 
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at least underwater or washed away. 
For this trip we convened in the 
Diamond Run Mall parking lot, and 
proceeded to the "put in" site on the 
Creek Road in Wallingford. The site 
I like to start at is about 2 miles south 
of the intersection of Walker 
Mountain Road and Creek Road. The 
kayaks were unloaded, and most of 
the vehicles were spotted at our 
journey's end by the bridge that 
spans Otter Creek on the Alfrccha 
Road in Clarendon. 

This peaceful trip meanders 
through farm country. At one point, 
the river almost bends back on itself. 
One mostly had only to steer, as the 
current carried us steadily along. 
There came a time when we kept 
looking for favorite "sand banks" to 
lunch upon. However, none showed 
up. We then realized that they were 
all under water! Hunger finally drove 
us to find a respite area to dine. It 
was buggy, and the stinging nettles 
kept us locked in to a small area. 

Reloading, we continued on. 
We enjoyed watching the cows, the 
herons, and the various other water 
fowl, until the bridge loomed into 
site. To be truthful, my arms were 
tired and I was ready to disembark. 
Every time I have done this trip, it 
has been different. 2010? We will 
see. 

End Note: I was concerned 
when a Mom showed up with her 4- 
year-old child for this trip. I tried to 
discourage them from coming, as the 
water was high and swift. 
Nevertheless, they persevered, came, 
and appeared to enjoy the long trip. 
Always remember, however, that as 
an outing leader you have the right - 
and the obligation - to question 
anyone about having the proper gear 
and ability for an excursion. 

Shrewsbury Peak Loop 

1 2 September 2009 
By Barb Griffith, co-leader 

This group of seven started out 
early in the morning, spotting cars on 
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the Gilman Road, which is off the 
Upper Cold River Road, and then 
driving to the Black Swamp trailhead 
on the CCC Road in Plymouth. We 
enjoyed a nice stroll up the gated old 
logging road (gated due to the black 
bear habitat) to the base of 
Shrewsbury Peak, where we started 
our climb. The weather was wet, as it 
had been all summer. However, this 
crew was prepared with appropriate 
rain gear and plenty of enthusiasm. 
The rain may have dampened the 
trail, but our spirits were high and 
dry! This is an easy trail to access the 
3737-foot Peak of Shrewsbury. At 
the junction of the Black Swamp and 
Shrewsbury Peak Trails there was 
some debate about whether to climb 
the last few hundred feet to the top, 
as there would be no view in all the 
cloud cover. However, since it was 
there and we were there, to the top 
we climbed. The clouds were thick 
and cold (at 2 miles from the trail 
head). 

We returned to the junction, and 
headed north toward Little 
Killington. This part of the trail was 
like walking through the forest 
primeval with thick undergrowth, 
slippery underfooting, and 
evergreens stunted by the altitude. 
One follows the trail down into a 
saddle between Shrewsbury and 
Little Killington. Part way down we 
decided to pause and have lunch (one 
thing this group does well) amongst 
the dense vegetation. Fortified with 
food, we forged ahead. It was great 
to have a blazed trail, as visibility 
was not the best. In fact, it was 
difficult to keep the entire group in 
sight. Reaching the saddle (at 3.2 
miles) we began the climb up to the 
junction with the Long Trail on Little 
Killington. 

We reached the junction a bit 
wet and tiring (at about 4.2 miles). 
Now it was all downhill to Governor 
Clement Shelter. We had the 
pleasure of walking across the new 
bog-bridging that had been put in last 
spring, and marveled at the 
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construction. We could see how 
necessary it had been - especially 
with such a wet summer. Arriving at 
the Gov, we appreciated all the new 
masonry work that had been done to 
the shelter (at 6.8 miles). Finally 
arriving at the spotted vehicles, we 
acknowledged a great day outside 
with friends. 

Spring Lake Loop, Shrewsbury 

20 December 2009 

By Barb & Barry Griffith, leaders 

The snow did not deter folks for 
this snowshoe. ski, and walk. Several 
enthusiastic souls met at "The Olde 
Bam" in Cuttingsville .We drove 
from there to the Spring Lake Road, 
ascending past Spring Lake Ranch to 
the nicely maintained parking area. 
On the way we passed a motorist 
deeply mired in a ditch by the Sugar 
Flouse - and discovered it was one of 
our crew! We all stopped to assist, 
but despite our efforts, we were 
unable to push or pull the vehicle out 
of the ditch. We decided to leave the 
vehicle, and tackle its extraction after 
the hike. Loading passengers back in. 
everyone proceeded to the trailhead. 

This trial is well maintained, 
and circles around Spring Lake. New 
snowshoes had to be readjusted 
along the way. Some decided to 
snowshoe, others skied, and some 
walked a bit (although for the 
walkers, post holing occurred further 
along when the snow became deeper 
and the trail less packed). It was 
COLD. 

When we arrived at the outlet of 
Spring Lake, it was so pretty to look 
out across the frozen pond. Onwards 
around to the west side and heading 
south we came upon a "kill site." 
where Jerry tried to determine and 
inform us what had eaten what 
.There was much speculation as to 
what had taken place. It was an 
interesting lesson in survival of the 
fittest. Continuing on, we snagged 
the Long Trail in a bit. We followed 
it to Minerva Hinchey Shelter, and 
then took the farm road back to our 
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vehicles. We agreed that being in the 
protection of the woods had 
prevented us from exposure to 
extreme cold of the day. All returned 
home to warm up. 

Addendum: The vehicle was 
successfully extricated from the ditch 
before the end of the day. 

The Ball, Arlington 

20 February 20 1 0 
By l.arry Walter, leader 

I'm at fault for originally 
advertising this little jaunt as a 
difficult 8 miler up the side of the 
Little Mad Tom drainage. Operating 
on an assumption that blazed trails 
actually go somewhere, Jeff Flarvey 
and I recon'd the hike in November 
and found that the blazes disappeared 
about 15 minutes out of the drainage 
and that the terrain was a little scary 
on the return trip (we took a short cut 
- bad idea.). That's when I thought 
"Hey! I'll drag, (or lead) everyone up 
onto a really cool section of the 
Taeonic Range, just south of 
Arlington". This 800-acre parcel 
(currently owned by Mettawee 
Timber and Plastics) is under 
consideration for purchase by the 
USFS and basically encompasses the 
eastern flank of Spruce Peak and 
most of the drainage of Dry Brook. 

Tom Copps, Jeff Harvey and I 
scouted the trail a week early, which 
was a good thing, because we missed 
a turn and ended up hiking straight 
up the south side of Grass Mountain 
(3100 feet). The view was OK. but 
not spectacular. On the return trip, 
we thought. Gee. that ridge over to 
The Ball (aka. Ball Mountain) looks 
like an easy hike from a saddle we 
were going though anyway. I had 
heard from some folks at the 
Arlington Town Office that the 
views were great from The Ball, as 
well as from the ridge leading up. So 
it was settled. 


A handful of hard-core 
GMC’ers showed up (Linda H., 
Gene. Peter G. and Tom C.), 
expecting a grueling trek up the 
eastern flank of the Greens. In 
contrast, the trip up to The Ball is 
entirely on old logging roads and 
ATV trails, most of moderate grade. 

I expected to see some snowmobiles 
up there, but we were breaking trail 
the whole way. This would be a great 
ski run, but you’d have to get 
permission from the abutting owners. 

I can help with contacts, if you're 
interested. 

After reaching a main saddle 
between Grass Mountain and The 
Ball, the remainder of the hike is 
along a nice ridge line to the east that 
gets increasingly sharp, eventually 
yielding nice views to the north past 
Equinox and northwesterly down 
onto Route 30. A short distance from 
the summit, there's a very nice lunch 
spot with a 180-degree view to the 
south. We decided to bushwhack 
southeasterly back down to Dry 
Brook Road, but would not 
recommend the same for future trips. 
It's steep and rocky. A return trip on 
the ridge and logging roads would 
probably yield about a 6-mile hike 
with roughly 1700 feet of elevation 
gain. Sans the bushwhack. I'd rate it 
as a moderate to difficult, depending 
on how much snow’s on the ground. 

I will definitely lead another hike or 
snowshoe to this peak, perhaps with 
a car spot to the northeast of the 
summit. 

Silver Lake, Leicester 

3 April 2010 

By Sue Thomas, leader 

Mother Nature turned the heat 
up on 3 April and gave us a preview 
of the summer to come. We gazed 
longingly at the patch of ice still 
visible in the middle of the lake as 
we sat perched on the rock retaining 


wall, all that was left of the old 
Silver Lake Hotel. At least that was 
what I’d always thought. Fortunately 
on this trip we were in the hands of 
historian Bill Powers, author of 
Silver Lake, Beyond the Myths, who 
showed us many things I'd never 
noticed on countless visits to the 
area. 

For instance, the stone footprint 
of the hotel can still be found, if you 
know where to look, as well as the 
spring that supplied drinking water. 
Perhaps the most curious relic is a 
large mound on the property where, 
we were delighted to learn, the 
faithful who had taken "the pledge" 
buried all alcohol and tobacco 
products and marked the spot with a 
stone obelisk. As we enjoyed our 
lunch on the lake shore. Bill shared 
several scrapbooks of wonderful old 
photos and postcards he has collected 
of the hotel in its heyday. 

After lunch he led us along the 
penstock to an open view of Lake 
Dunmore, then surprised us all with 
an added walk out to the surge tank, 
a tall, thin tower that none of us had 
noticed before. 

On the way back down we 
stopped to read the names and 
wedding dates of early settlers in the 
area carved into a rock beneath the 
penstock where they were easily 
overlooked. But Bill was saving the 
best for last. On a boulder near the 
parking lot, unnoticed many times 
before, is a long inscription dedicated 
to "Aunt Jenny", who ran a tea room 
at the site. "Everything I am I owe to 
my mother" her son had carved unto 
the stone. 

Many thanks to Bill for 
spending the day with us and sharing 
his wealth of information about 
beautiful Silver Lake. 


Bob Perkins, Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutlan+d, VT 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke <H Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME 

Individual $40 ADDRESS: 

Family $50 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 

and categories for giving at a higher level, PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section’s 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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Centennial Relay Visits Killington Section 


Perhaps the most appropriate of the several events 
commemorating the 1 00th anniversary of the 1910 
founding of the Green Mountain Club was the Centennial 
Relay. In relay style, groups of enthusiasts day-hiked the 
Long Trail from end to end. Starting at the Massachusetts 
line, each group spent a day hiking its assigned section of 
the I rail. Then, in lieu of a baton. Prickles the porcupine 


Killington Section Annual Potluck Supper 

Are you one of our Killington Section members 
who seldom, (or never), for whatever reason, join us for a 
hike, boat trip, or bike ride? Are you a supporter of 
Vermont's Long Trail and Green Mountain Club but have 
not joined the Killington Section? Are you new to the area 
(or a long time resident) who has read about our outings in 
the paper and wondered what it would be like to 
participate? 

Here's you chance to enjoy a meal and slide show 
and to socialize with like-minded folks at no charge to 
you. Our annual fall potluck supper will be at 6 PM on 
Saturday 20 November at the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church on Hillside Road in Rutland. Bring a dish to share 
and your ow n plate and utensils. All are welcome! 

Get Your Red-Hot Raffle Tickets Here! 

There's still time to purchase tickets for the 1 00th 
anniversary quilt raffle. The "Vermont Woodlands" quilt 
is queen-sized, in fall colors featuring a tree-of-life 
medallion surrounded by maple leaves, acorns, pine trees, 
and beavers. The drawing will be held at the Volunteer 
Appreciation picnic on 25 September so get your tickets 
now. They can be purchased on any Killington Section 
outing or by contacting Sue Thomas 773-2185, Cindy 
Oas-Kirk 775-7646. Ruth Gibbud 747-0732, or Karen 
Bowles 775-0239. 


was passed on to the next group to the north for its day 
hike. All the way to Canada. 

Prickles was joined by several of our members as 
she passed through the Killington Section on 26 July on 
the way to earning her End-to-End patch. (See stor\. page 
4.) 
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Miss Prickles Porcupine, Long Trail End-to-Ender 
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The Pitch at Pitch Pine Point 


Newsletter of the 
Killington Section. 

Green Mountain C'luh 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


201 I * Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

" Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 

2013 Viv Bebee 

" Tom Copps 

Steve Williams 


* Second consecutive 3-vear term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary Allison Henry 

Treasurer Geny Martin 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings SueThontas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 

Editor Bob Perkins 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 



[A few Vermont places were named for significant or interesting events \tt 
Independence and Runaway Pond come to mind and maybe lieklenaked 
Pond. Today we report on the reverse situation. The place name triggered the 
event. | 

The people in our party plodded up the primitive path to 
the peak where we paused to enjoy the pristine panorama and to 
partake of the provisions from our packs. The pinnacle's name. 
Pitch Pine Point, prompted playful President Barry to propose 
and promote a postprandial pastime in which he would play the 
part of pitcher. Perkins was pleased to proffer his prized 
possession, a primitive pedestrian pole. Larry presumed to 
participate and promptly positioned himself at the plate. 



Pre.xy picked up a pine cone and prepared for his 
primary pitch. A perfectly placed pitch. A powerful swing. And 
POW! The projectile, in its parabolic path, passed over the 
precipice. But Perk's pole parted and was now in a pair of 
pieces. 

P.S. Presently Larry, as penance for his performance, 
professionally produced, and presented to Perk, a proprietary, 
personalized, pedestrian pole. Please peruse picture to port. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Viv Bebee 14 Belmont Avenue, Rutland. VT 05701, 775-3855, vib@sover.net 

Tom Copps 78 North Main Street. #3. Rutland, VT 05701. 774-5144. tcopps@sover.net 

Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury . VT 05738. 492-3573, GrifT2VT@Vermontel.net 

John Hale. 1 70 Spooner Point or PO Box 506, Castleton, VT 05735, 273-2293, john@sudokuvt.com 

Allison Henry 47 West St., It I, Rutland. VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 

Lynda Hutchins. 10 Hibbard Hill Rd„ Orwell. VT 05760, 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 

Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 

Gerry Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road. Shrewsbury. VT 05738. 492-2244, gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 

Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road.. Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland. VT 05701. 773-0184. RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 

Sue Thomas. 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland. VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett. 21 Academy St„ Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams, 682 VT Route 30. West Paw let, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcasl.net 
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Brooklyn Bridge, New York, NY 

21 March. 2010 
By Barbara O'Connor & 

Steve Williams, co-leaders 

The Killington Section spring 
expedition to the Big Apple elected 
to include at least an easy hike 
amongst its activities and selected 
the Brooklyn Bridge as being ideal 
for the occasion. Once the rabbit 
warren beneath Grand Central had 
been mastered, the trip to the 
trailhead adjacent to the City Hall 
MTA stop, via the Lexington Avenue 
Train 6, was uneventful. After 
crossing just one street, there 
stretched the bridge walkway/cycle 
path, centrally located between and 
above the two roadways, some 1.13 
miles long. 

A few other statistics on the 
bridge: 

• Original designer, appointed 
1867, John Roebling, died 1869 
from a bridge related injury. 

• Successor, son Washington 
Roebling, incapacitated by 
"bends", communicated via wife 
Emily. 

• Construction 1870-1883. 

• Height above high water: 
towers 276 feet, roadway 135 
feet. 

• At time of construction: 50 
percent longer than any previous 
suspension bridge. 

(For more details than you ever 
wished to know. Google “Brooklyn 
Bridge Facts and Information"). 

While on land the pathway is 
blacktop, once over water it becomes 
easily walked planking. Views of 
both uptown and downtown 
immediately appear, the latter being 
particularly spectacular because of 
the proximity of the Financial 
District. The Statue of Liberty and 
the Verrazano Narrows Bridge then 
come into view. There is a pedestrian 
traffic circle at each tower, one of 


Outing Reports 

which contains raised copper 
sketches of the means of construction 
and other historic data. Just two 
events stand out from the very 
refreshing one hour walk and its 
aftermath: having our picture taken 
with some Korean tourists who 
seemed to want to demonstrate their 
contacts in the USA, and. at the end 
of the bridge, finding the highly 
commended Brooklyn Ice Cream 
Factory, located almost directly 
beneath the bridge. 

In conclusion, a word of 
warning for those attempting to 
return from the Borough Hall MTA 
Station on a Sunday, as we did. Read 
the fine print on notices scattered 
around the Station, otherwise you 
may just find, after walking for some 
ten minutes amongst the seven lines 
that intersect there, that “Trains 4 & 
5 will today be replaced by a J Train 
to be found on the platforms 
normally used by X & Y trains at the 
far end of the green concourse etc.’* 
And good luck! 

[Smoke & Blazes is always glad to 
receive and publish "Outing Reports" that go 
beyond trips listed in the official schedule 
Obviously Barbara and Steve have grasped 
the essence of our customary report formats 
Ed] 

Natural Bridge, Dorset 

24 April 2010 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

I'd warned everyone that this 
was a trail that wasted no time in the 
ascent. Nearly vertical is a rude 
awakening to the hiking season, but 
hey, with such a wonder as a natural 
bridge for a reward it would be worth 
it, right? 

As we paused at the top of the 
ridge to catch our breath and place 
our hearts back in our chests, I felt it 
was time for the disclaimer. As 
natural bridges go, our humble 
Vermont version would not take the 
breath away in any case the climb 
had already accomplished that. In 
fact, anyone who has visited the 


Southwest would likely find this one 
a bit of a yawn, so I cautioned 
everyone to keep disparaging 
comments to themselves so as not to 
hurt its feelings, and we proceeded 
on for lunch beside the natural 
wonder. Brownies were 

administered to help make up for the 
lack of grandeur. 

If the bridge itself does not 
inspire awe, the bushwhack back 
along the streambed absolutely does. 
The stream follows a v ein of marble 
all the way down to where we were 
treated to spectacular waterfalls, mini 
-gorges and places marble in white, 
pink, and green was smoothed and 
swirled by the water. 

We enjoyed a second round of 
brownies by the shore of Emerald 
Lake, a great end to the day. And the 
less said about the Great Peep Race 
of 2010, the better. 

Crown Point Road, 

Wethersfield 

1 9 June 20 10 

By Barb & Barry Griffith, leaders 

The Crown Point Road was 
originally marked and cut in 1759. to 
get people and prov isions from the 
Connecticut River to Lake 
Champlain. In the years that 
followed, the Road served untold 
travelers and settlers. When we 
learned that folks from Weathersfield 
had blazed a hiking trail on the old 
Road in these parts, we decided to 
bring the Killington Section to check 
it out. We had originally scheduled 
this lower elevation hike for April, to 
keep us off the wet higher trails. We 
had to postpone that outing due to 
inclement weather, and rescheduled 
it for June. 

Vehicle spotting was the first 
order of business. We placed Jerry 's 
vehicle in the middle to rescue 
Burdock, if the day proved too hot 
for him. He was glad we did. Then 
we all gathered on the Greenbush 
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Road in Cavendish, near the old 
Paine Tavern. We crossed the 
remains of an old stone bridge, and 
headed south into the woods. Yellow 
blazes guided our way as we crossed 
a stone wall marking the 
Weathersfield town tine, finding the 
remains of an old cellar hole on our 
left. After stopping for lunch, we 
descended the trail to another CPR 
marker on Route 131. 

The next part of our walk was 
along present day highways through 
Amsdcn. Of historical interest along 
the way was an original (?) stone 
Road marker engraved "CP 1760 
MILE XI" to indicate that it was 1 1 
miles from Fort No. 4 in 
Charlestown. N.ll. More interesting 
to some was a sard sale we walked 
past on Route 106. This is the first 
time we can recall hiking past one of 
these on a Killington Section outing. 
A number of items were purchased. 
Perhaps we should look for potential 
yard sale locations when scheduling 
future outings! 

We continued south on Branch 
Brook Road - now a dead end road. 
About fifty years ago, a Hood control 
dam was built on Branch Brook 
south of here. That dam created 
Stoughton Pond, and altered the 
terrain above it. We again entered the 
woods, following the yellow blazes. 
We passed another old stone road 
marker, this one crudely lettered 
"1759 10 M CAMP." The blazes 
soon brought us to the bank of 
Branch Brook. We located the 
yellow marks on the other side, took 
off our boots, and waded in. This 
would have been a challenge in 
April, when the stream was swollen 
and the water frigid. Today, it was a 
pleasant way to cool our feet. 

A steep but short scramble up 
the slope on the east side of the 
Brook brought us to an abandoned 
roadway. After walking on this road 
for a time, we followed the blazes 
across a small rivulet and up a slope. 


Here we found the abutting Plain and 
Grout Cemeteries, and our awaiting 
vehicles. We inspected old stones 
marking patriot graves, and returned 
home. 

Tinmouth Gulf 

26 June 20 10 
By Herb Ogden, leader 

A rising chance of showers was 
forecast for the afternoon, but the 
morning dawned sunny, and nine of 
us decided to explore the wilds of 
southwest Tinmouth. We began at 
the south junction of the Upper and 
Lower Gulf Roads. South of that 
point, the Gulf Road becomes Class 
4 and is chancy for normal vehicles. 
Making a less than obvious turn to 
the southeast, we hiked through the 
comer of a hay field and entered the 
woods. After passing through a 
mossy stone wall, we climbed over a 
blowdown with really interesting 
funguses that had a sort of leg 
attaching them to the trunk. This 
fairly level stretch of old woodroad 
ended at a turn to the east, where a 
short bushwhack to the west led to a 
view over Tinmouth Gulf. 

At this point we discussed the 
difference between Gulfs, Notches, 
Passes, Gaps. Tunnels. and 
Dungeons. Without consulting 
Webster's, I think we concluded that 
a gulf in northern New England is a 
narrow valley leading from one more 
open area to another, usually if not 
always with considerably different 
elevations. In contrast, a pass or gap 
is a low place on a ridge that allows 
traffic to pass from one side of the 
mountains to the other. A notch is 
like a pass or gap except deeper. A 
tunnel is a narrow valley with steep 
sides that gives the feeling of being 
enclosed when the leaves are out. A 
dungeon seems to be more or less the 
same thing, but perhaps the feeling 
of being enclosed comes more from 
the denseness of the forest and less 
from the steepness of the valley's 
sides. Now, please write in and 


disagree! And tell us if you know of 
other mountain terms used in 
Vermont. 

Hiking up a side valley from the 
gulf, we crossed its brook at a pretty 
waterfall. Farther up. the road 
became a mudhole and then a pond 
for several hundred feet. It's hard to 
believe local folks say normal cars 
could drive this far in the 1920s or 
30s. Respite came when we struck a 
continuation of Tinmouth Town 
Highway 16. a north-south road that 
some say used to be a highway all 
the way down to Danby. This is now 
both a snowmobile trail and a 
Tinmouth Town Recreation Trail 
through an area owned by the town 
and subject to conservation 
easements. Following this road 
south, we passed some sort of man- 
made stone structure just east of the 
road. Aside from the road itself, this 
was the last manmade thing we saw 
till we passed a modern cabin on the 
slope down toward Purchase Brook. 
Meanwhile, before the final climb 
over an unnamed mountain between 
The Purchase and Tinmouth Peak, 
we had lunch at a log landing where 
the Tinmouth trail went east at a less 
than obvious turn. Rain began then 
and continued for most of the rest of 
the hike. So much for "chance of 
showers"! Navigating several more 
less than obvious turns with the help 
of my GPS, we eventually crossed 
Purchase Brook at another less than 
obvious turn and. by a couple more 
less than obvious turns, descended 
through a sugarbush and wound up 
where the abandoned Little Village 
Road crossed the ridge, coming up 
from Danby. We followed it most of 
the way down to the abandoned part 
Ricketts Road, avoiding the badly 
eroded and overgrown lower quarter 
mile or so by taking a less than 
obvious turn into a recently logged 
area. (By now. are you getting the 
idea that less than obvious turns were 
a hallmark of this outing? Steve 
Williams said it was a wonder we 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Sept. - Nov. 2010 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary' considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

6 Sept., Monday, 9:00 AM Bear Mt. - Clarendon Gorge Gerry & Chryl Martin, 492-2244 

Follow the Appalachian/Long Trail from Route 140 in Wallingford to the swinging bridge over 
Clarendon Gorge w ith stops at Minerva Hinchey Shelter and the Airport Lookout. 

Moderate, 6.3 miles. 

1 1 Sept., Saturday, 9:00 AM White Rocks Lookout, Wallingford Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Climb the Keewaydin Trail and the Appalachian/Long Trail to the "rock garden' and a scenic 
overlook 

Steep. 3.2 miles. Rain date: 9/12. 

18 Sept., Saturday, 9:00 AM Mother Mvrick Mountain, Dorset Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

We'll be joined by Dave McDevitt. Southern Vermont Steward of the Nature Conservancy, to 
explore the 3361-foot summit, with optional post-hike trip to Mother Myrick's Ice Cream Parlor. 
Some steep climbs. Five to six miles. 

Rain Dale: 9/19. 

25 Sept., Saturday, 3 PM Volunteer Appreciation Picnic, Waterbury RSVP. See below 

A gathering and free picnic at GMC headquarters to honor all volunteers for the hours of work that 
go into maintaining the club and the Long Trail. Please RSVP by Friday. 17 September, to Mari 
Zagarins, 802-244-7037 or m 2 agiirins@greennww 1 lamclub. 0 rfi. 

26 Sept., Sunday, 9:00 AM Rattlesnake Cliffs, Salisbury' Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Starting at Moosalamoo campground, we’ll skirt the mountain and climb to a scenic lookout. 
Moderate, 5 miles. 

2 Oct., Saturday, 8:00 AM Cardigan Mountain, Canaan, NH Terri Wilson, 334-787-2426 

Beautiful views from this bald, 3132-foot summit. 

Moderate. 3 miles with some steep climbing. Elevation gain 1220 feet. 

Rain date: 10/3. 

9 Oct., Saturday, 10 AM Shrewsbury Peak Barry' & Barb Griffith, 492-3573 

Up the Black Swamp Trail and down the other side, with optional side trip to 'picnic rock". 
Moderate, 5 miles with some steep climbing. 

Rain date: 10/10. 

16 Oct., Saturday, 9:00 AM Thundering Falls, Killington Viv Bebce, 775-3855 

Follow the new accessible trail to the foot of the falls, and then continue on the Appalachian 
Trail. 

Moderate. 5 miles. 

23 Oct., Saturday, 9:00 AM Big Branch Bridge, Mount Tabor Tom Copps, 774-5144 

We'll hike south on the Long/Appalachian Trail to check out the newly constructed bridge 
and the ruins of an old mill. Option to continue on to Lost Pond Shelter. 

Moderate 2.6 (or optionally 6) miles. 


Schedule continued on next page. 



Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Sept. - Nov. 2010 

Schedule continued from previous page. 

30 Oct., Saturday, 9:00 AM Halloween at Devils Den, Whitehall, NY Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Spend Halloween eve exploring Devils Den and Death Rock, if you dare! Local residents 
and Nature Conservancy volunteers Tim and Mary Ward will guide us safely through. Nice 
views of South Bay. 

Mileage variable. 

6 Nov., Saturday, 9:00 AM Fall Trail Maintenance Day Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Help us get the Long/Appalachian frail put to bed for the winter by clearing out water bars, 
removing downed trees and repairing shelters. Bring sturdy boots, work gloves, and lunch. 
Tools provided. 

13 Nov., Saturday, 9:00 AM Fall Mystery HikeMark & Connie Youngstrom, 492-3502 

Leaders will select an appropriate venue for our "deer season" outing. Call if you need more 
details. 

20 Nov., Saturday, 6:00 PM Annual Fall Potluck Supper Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Bring a generous-sized dish to share and your own plate and utensils and join us for our 
annual event. Non-members welcome. Following the meal we'll enjoy a slide program 
"Walking through Time - Archaeology & History on the Long Trail" by Dave Lacy, 
archaeologist with the US Forest Service. 

Meet at 6:00 PM at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Hillside Road in Rutland. 


TURTLE HIKES SCHEDULE 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of “Turtle" hikes for seniors and 
others who wish to enjoy their outings at a somewhat slower and easier pace. The hikes typically cover two 
to four miles, involve limited elevation gain, and try to avoid treacherous fooling. Bring water and a lunch, 
wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for Vermont weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9 AM at the Godnick 
Adult Center on Deer Street oil' Woodstock Avenue. We return in mid-afternoon. Call leaders listed at the 
right below if you have questions. All are welcome. 


9 Sept. Rattlesnake Cliffs Trail, Leicester Bob Perkins 

Moderate hike offers spectacular views of Lake Dunmore, 773-0 1 84 

Adirondacks. No snakes. 


23 Sept. Mt. Toni, Marsh-Billings-Rockcfeller National Park, Woodstock Tom Copps 

Enjoy autumn foliage while hiking old carriage roads past flic Pogue 774-5 1 44 
to Mt. Tom. 


7 Oct. Taconie Mountains Trails, Hubbardton Jerry & Lvn Ash 

Follow a network of trails to the Japanese Garden and to Moot Point on 775-348 1 
Mount Zion. 


21 Oct. Helen W. Buckner Memorial Preserve, West Haven Bob Perkins 

I like Tim's frail through fields and forests where Vermont is west of 773-0184 
New York. 


4 Nov. Long Trail, Spring Lake, and Patch Hollow, Clarendon Tom Copps 

Hike from Spring Lake, past the Minerva Hinchey Shelter, to Patch 774-5144 
Hollow. 
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actually came out where we meant 
to.) We ended with a pleasant three 
quarter mile walk south along the old 
Ricketts Road, passing a former 
marble quarry and a large house 
foundation lying just west of the 
road. 

According to Tom's GPS, total 
distance was 7.7 mi., total time: 5 hr 
0 min, total climb was 1890 feet, and 
total descent was 24 feet more than 
that. Some of the climb and mileage 
wasn't originally planned. I added it 
in hopes of finally getting a view 
from the south end of Tinmouth 
Mountain. We were rewarded - sort 
of. It was easy to see the next ridge 
in the rain, but the Green Mountains 
were barely visible. 

Bromley Mountain, Peru 

17 July. 2010 

By Sue Thomas, leader 

The breezes were cool and 
refreshing on the summit of 
Bromley, a welcome change from 
the blast furnace down below. 

Six of us had gathered at the 
trailhead. including a very patient 
college student, who diplomatically 
hid his dismay at finding himself 
hiking with the geriatric set. Being 
six feet live inches tall he had eyed 
little Bob-the-car with even more 
dismay, and offered to drive us down 
to Manchester in his roomier vehicle. 

This should have made us 
nervous - he carried no pack, wore 
running shoes, and looked as if he 
could jog to the summit and back in 
the time it took the rest of us to zip 
up our packs and adjust our canes ... 
er ... hiking poles. Fortunately he had 
no pockets so I confiscated his keys, 
thereby ensuring that he couldn't 
drive off without us. 

On the way up we took a break 
at Bromley Shelter, where we 
encountered the first of several 
sawed-off sign posts. It seems some 
aren't satisfied with the usual 


souvenirs - why buy key chains if 
you can lug a 30-pound sign out of 
the woods for free? 

From the summit tower we 
could see a storm blowing in across 
the Taconics, so we enjoyed lunch 
and the view and headed bask down 
for ice cream. 

Long Trail Relay, Shrewsbury 

26 July 2010 

By Barry' Griffith, leader 

We had perfect weather for Leg 
10 of the GMC Centennial Relay. 
Sunshine, temperatures starting in 
the 50s, ending in the 70s. A nice 
breeze on the ridges to keep the bugs 
away. Thank you, hiking gods! 

We assembled at 8 AM at the 
Town Office in downtown North 
Shrewsbury. Prickles was the first to 
arrive, looking forward to a great 
day. After dropping off participant 
vehicles at the Cold River Road 
crossing where we would end the 
day, Killington Section volunteers 
Bob Perkins, Gerry Martin and 
Barbara Griffith shuttled hikers to 
the Route 140 parking lot in 
Wallingford via back roads. There 
we were joined by two Wallingford 
residents, completing our contingent. 
In addition to Prickles, eleven hikers 
participated: Molly Griffith 

(Colorado), Bill Johns and George 
Jackson (Connecticut Section). Mary 
Keenan (Burlington Section), Marge 
Fish and Bob Whitney (Manchester 
Section), Adrian Eisler and Julia 
Huessy (Wallingford), Barbara 
Griffith, Barry Griffith and Allison 
Flenry (Killington Section). 

After Prickles was welcomed to 
the Killington Section of the Long 
Trail and obligatory group photos 
were taken, the group set off 
northward at about 9 AM. One mile 
in we were able to look south to the 
White Rocks, over which yesterday’s 
leg had passed. We ascended, then 
descended. Bear Mountain to Patch 


Hollow. Thousands pass this spot 
annually not know ing of the bloody 
tragedy which occurred here in 1831. 
Leader Barry Griffith related the 
story to Prickles and the other hikers. 
Rumor has it that Allison Henry may 
post the narration on YouTube. 

From there it was on to Minerva 
Hinchey Shelter, where adopters 
Gerry & Chryl Martin had left a 
fresh roll of toilet paper for Prickles 
and her entourage. Rather than eat 
lunch there, the group voted to press 
on to the airport lookout with its 
open view to the west. We then 
descended to Clarendon Gorge, 
where Prickles admired the 
suspension bridge. Suggestions of 
bungee jumping were suppressed. At 
the Route 103 parking lot circa 2 
PM three hikers left for other 
obligations, but another joined in. 
Then began the steep ascent to the 
Clarendon lookout, where the hikers 
could again look back south to 
survey their progress. Next stop: 
Clarendon Shelter, again in 
wonderful shape. Alison and Barry 
shared jokes to get us up the incline 
to the summit of Beacon Hill. We 
then traversed an area where the 
Youth Conservation Corps has been 
working this year to keep hikers' 
boots dry in a naturally wet area. A 
highlight of Prickles' day was 
meeting a new YCC group just 
beginning a three week stint. The 
future is in good hands! 

After a final climb. Prickles and 
her companions descended to Lottery 
Road and finally to their waiting 
vehicles on the Cold River Road. 
The day's outing was projected to 
end at 5 PM. and we were pretty 
much on schedule. Great weather, no 
untoward incidents or injuries, lots of 
smiles and great memories. A good 
time was had by all. 
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Killington Section Directors Meet 


By Allison Henry, Secretary 

The Killington Section directors 
met at 6:10 PM on 15 June 2010 at 
Seward's Restaurant in Rutland, led 
by Section President Barry Griffith. 
Other directors present were Vice 
President Wayne Krevctski, 
treasurer Gerry Martin. Secretary 
Allison Henry. Sue Thomas. Vivian 
Bebee, Steve Williams, Herb Ogden, 
and Tom Copps. Also present were 
Lynda Hutchins, liaison to the Main 
Club, and friends Bob and Thelma 
Perkins. 

A motion to approve the 
minutes from the Annual Meeting on 
March 27, 2010, as already published 
in the May 2010 issue of Smoke 1 1 
Blazes, was made by Lynda, 
seconded by Gerry, and passed. 
Allison posed a question about the 
format of minutes via email. We 
determined that sending documents 
both in the body of the email as well 
as an Open Office document 
attachment would be acceptable to 
all. 

The Treasurer's Report was 
presented by Gerry. A motion to 
accept the report was made by 
Wayne, seconded by Allison, and 
passed. Garry explained that 
$2010.85 for the Governor Clement 
renovations was taken from our 
general fund rather than from the 
Kirk Fund, which is in a CD. in order 
to avoid a $6.00 early CD 
withdrawal penalty. Barry moved. 
Herb seconded, and the board 
agreed, that we leave the accounts as 
they are for now and that, when the 
Kirk Fund CD rolls over, we move 
$2010.85 from the Kirk Fund to the 
general fund as an internal 
reconciliation. We also discussed 
whether our funds should be moved 
into longer term CDs with better 
interest rates. Steve suggested that 


our treasurer look into options for us 
to address at our next meeting. 

A Trails and Shelters report was 
given by Herb and Wayne, co-chairs 
of Trails and Shelters. 

• Herb reported that when the 
Churchill Scott shelter was built, an 
agreement had been made between 
the GMC and the City of 
Rutland/Public Works regarding the 
public water supply. A sign was 
supposed to have been posted stating 
that the area around the shelter is the 
watershed for the City of Rutland, 
therefore no camping allowed other 
than at the shelter, and no human 
waste is to be deposited other than at 
the privy at the shelter. When the 
original agreement was reached, it 
said that the Club and City should 
“work together to post appropriate 
signs." Herb passed around a sample 
sign for us to review. We discussed 
how many signs are expected to be 
posted, and where, such as at the 
north and south line of the watershed 
area along the frail or only at the 
shelter? Herb will contact the City 
and/or Public Works for more 
information before we make a final 
determination regarding the sign 
language and placement. 

• The Forest Service wants us 
to log our volunteer hours. There is a 
spot to log your time on the top of 
the Sector Checker form. 

• Wayne reported that the 
bunks at Governor Clement are 
complete! It is a lower-level sleeping 
platform and the shelter is really 
“brightened up.” According to Barry 
there have been no reports of 
\andalism or mischief at the shelter 
this summer. Barry also noted that 
even snowmobilers were 
commenting in the shelter's logbook 
over the w inter. 


• Adoptions: Minerva Hinchey 
needs an Adopter. Former adopter 
Cindy Taylor-Miller has given up her 
post as she is once again on a long- 
distance expedition and is not 
available to take care of the shelter. 
Cooper has not been maintained by 
the GMC for some lime. Herb 
reviewed the list of the shelter 
adoptions for the rest of our section 
of Trail. 

• Shelter and structure damage 
by porcupines was also discussed. 
Suggestions were posed such as 
metal sheathing on sleeping 
platforms, which works until it starts 
to pull up and then it has sharp 
edges. We also discussed building 
“porky salt licks” away from shelters 
and leashing Ushers to the sleeping 
platforms. Attaching an extra, easily 
replaceable board to the front of each 
chewed area also is being considered 
as a viable option. 

• Clarendon Shelter will 
eventually be moved as it is not on 
federal land. In the very long term, a 
replacement for Clarendon will be 
built near Hermit Spring. 

• Relocations/Adjustments: 
Dave Hardy has approved a 
relocation of the Trail south oT 
Lottery Road. This still needs 
approval by the Forest Service. The 
relo is Bagged with pink flags if you 
want to check it out. Dave Hardy has 
also approved a relocation north of 
Lottery Road, also still to be 
approved by the Forest Service. This 
is flagged yellow. There is an “old" 
suggestion (from 1995!) in the list of 
projects to move a section of Trail 
near the Kieffer Road; it was decided 
to remove this from the list. 

• Other Projects: There w ill be 
a visit to Gould Brook in July with 
GE volunteers, as they will possibly 
be building a bridge across the 
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brook. Also, a stretch of the trail 
south of Upper Cold River road will 
be moved as there is a new muddy 
stretch. Eventually we will build up a 
section near Little Killington that is 
steep, rocky, and disintegrating. This 
project will need to be done by 
people with rock work experience. 
There is a major blowdown on the 
Canty Trail which has been there for 
some lime. It might not be removed, 
as this is a good excuse for a 
switchback through that section. 

• Tom. Gerry, Herb, and Sue 
completed an “adjustment" around 
the expanding Sinkhole on the 
Sherburne Pass Trail. The trail now 
passes west of the hole. 

• Some of our tools are 
missing - please check your garage, 
shed, and station wagon! 

• Herb emailed out a list of 
small projects since the major work 
parties were rained out. If you 
complete a job. let Herb know so he 
can cross it off the list. And don’t 
forget to log your hours! 

Highlights from the Main Club 
report were presented by liaison 
Lynda noting that most meeting 
attendees had already heard the 
information at the Main Club Annual 
Meeting in May. Copies will be 
provided by Lynda on request. Some 
points to note: 

• The Main Club is still in the 
black! 

• There is a wind project 
pending for Lowell Mountain. This is 
not on “our" land but near it, and the 
Main Club is monitoring the 
situation. 


• A new Section Leader's 
Handbook is available on the 
Montpelier Section's website. 

• T here was a good turnout 
from the Killington Section at the 
Main Club's annual meeting! 

President Barry once again 
offered thanks to Bob for the Smoke 
<St Blazes. Bob reminded us to keep 
the trip reports coming, and get them 
in sooner please! Outings coordinator 
Sue mentioned that there are several 
bike trips on this summer's schedule. 

Wayne reported that the 5 June 
dinner at the Inn at Long Trail to 
raise money for the GMC was a 
success! Sixty-two people were in 
attendance. The proceeds were $600 
which will be donated to the Main 
Club. Thanks to Bob Perkins and Jim 
Davidson of the Rutland Historical 
Society for the design and 
presentation of the slide show. David 
Wright also gave a presentation on 6 
June about the original Long Trail 
Lodge. Thank vows were issued to 
Patty and Murray McGrath of the Inn 
for the delicious dinner, and to folks 
who donated items for the raffle: 
McGraths, Eastern Mountain Sports, 
John Hale, Cindy Taylor Miller, and 
Gerry Martin. $213 was raised from 
the raffle, also to be sent to the Main 
Club It is possible this could become 
an annual event. 

David Wright will be working 
with Killington Resort to place a 
historic marker at the site of the old 
clubhouse. Herb moved. Sue 
seconded, and the board concurred in 
asking Barry to send an appropriate 
letter of support to the State Historic 
Commission. 


Wayne reported that the fourth 
annual Rutland Long Trail Festival is 
coming up on Saturday 7 August. 
There will be music, new movies 
from the Department of the Interior, 
and a Leave No Trace presentation. 
The "hardcore project" for follow ing 
day will be carrying materials and 
building tent platforms at the Little 
Rock Pond area. Speak to Wayne if 
you are interested in leading an casy- 
to- moderate, local hike as part of the 
Festival. 

Barry reminded us that the Long 
Trail relay hike starts on 17 July and 
will be coming through our section in 
late July. Barry will be leading a 
section of the relay on 26 July. All of 
the information about the relay hikes 
is in the Long Trail News. Be sure to 
sign up in advance if interested. 

Barry reminded us that next 
year will be the 100th anniversary of 
the Killington Section! What should 
we do for our anniversary? There is 
nothing in the archives regarding 
what was done for our Section's 50th. 
Herb is looking for old information 
about what was known as the "Board 
of Trustees" at the start of the 
Killington Section. Some 
information could be at the Vermont 
Historical Society in Barre or at 
UVM. Marcellus Wheeler of Rutland 
made the original donation to the 
GMC, and he was a manure 
salesman! We are hoping to track the 
changes to the Trail and changes to 
the Killington Section borders. When 
written up we can publish a history 
of the Section. 

The next meeting was set for 
Tuesday. 5 October 2010. The 
meeting adjourned at 7:59 PM. 
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LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

I he Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail Sews, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke <H Diazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual S40 ADDRESS 

Family $50 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer S22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 

and categories for giving at a higher level. PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making. publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road. Waterbury Center, VT 05677 




New Structures and 


Suspension Bridge over Big Branch 



Trail Ready for Winter 

By Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters Co-Chair 

I was going to call this article "Trail Tucked in for 
Winter," but then I reflected that actually the last thing we 
want is a tucked-in trail That would mean ail the 
waterbars and side ditches were tucked in under a mat of 
leaves and silt and weren't doing their job of keeping the 
water from running down the trails Between the nine 
folks who showed up for the 6 November work party and 
several more who couldn't come then but agreed to do full 
fall maintenance on various stretches of trail, we have 
worked on most everything under about the 3,000 foot 
level except for the Canty Trail up Blue Ridge Mountain, 
which is reported in good shape except for a few 
blowdowns It would have been nice to clear the 
waterbars and side ditches for about a mile either side of 
Cooper Lodge, but there was already too much snow 
We'll have to give that top priority in the spring work 
parties, along with replacing rotten bog bridging south of 
the Keiffer Road, north of Gov Clement Shelter, and north 
of US 4 


Routine Maintenance 



It's time to highlight the contributions by our trail 
volunteers rather than leave them anonymous like most of 
those who go on our strictly pleasure outings So here is 
the fall work party: Dick Carey, Dave Coppock, Tom 
Copps, Jim Dorman, Wayne Flewellig, Allison Henry, Joe 
Minard, and Sue Thomas. (I was recovering from 
pneumonia and couldn't work, and co-chair Wayne 
Krevetski had to attend a Killington Ski Area meeting.) In 
addition, Larry Walter and Dave and Clare Coppock spent 
a day readying the Bucklin Trail for winter, and the 
following others have worked on the trails this fall: Barb 
and Barry Griffith, Chryl and Gerry Martin, Cindy Taylor- 
Miller, Viv Beebe, and Connie Youngstrom If you did. 
too, and I failed to list you, I apologize Please do tell me 
or Wayne Krevetski when you work on the trails and how 
long you were at it Not only does it keep us from sending 
others out to do what you already did, but it also gives us 
the volunteer hour statistics that the Green Mt Club has to 
report to the Forest Service and others 
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Smoke & Blazes 
Newsletter of the 
Killington Section. 
Green Mountain Club 
Killington Section Directors 
Term expires in: 


201 1 *Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

" Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 

2013 Viv Bebee 

Tom Copps 

" Steve Williams 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary Allison Henry 

Treasurer Gerry Martin 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings SueThomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

and Wayne Krevetski 

Delegates to CMC Board 

Director Lynda Hutchins 

Alternate Allison Henry 

Smoke & Bla/.es 

Editor Bob Perkins 


Web Site 

W eb master Deborah W'aggett 


A Photo from the Past 

The new shelter at Little Rock Pond has quite a genealogy. 
According to Long Trail System Shelter History by Paul Woodward there 
was a private camp in a fine spot on the west shore in 1928. The shelter 
that I remember was built on the island in 1935 and was reached by a 
bridge from the mainland (see photo). 



Killington Section Hikers Crossing to the Island, 1941. (I to r) 

Jim Hayward, Fernand Bartlett, and Bob, Dorothy, and Craigue Perkins 


The 1935 shelter was replaced in 1962 but the 1962 shelter was 
moved, in 1972. to its present location north of the pond. Also in 1962 
the East Shore Shelter was built but it too was relocated, in 1972, to the 
south and renamed for Lulu Tye. 


A Letter to the Editor 

Dear Sir, 

I am prompted to pick up my pen in praise of your prose pertaining 
to the premature perishing of your pal, the pedestrian pole. Your 
portrayal was perfection, and I speak for all in proclaiming our pride in 
the premium periodical you produce quarterly, despite the preponderance 
of perenniall} procrastinating hike report providers. 

JA peruser of said periodical 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Viv Bebee 14 Belmont Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-3855, lwalter@sover.net 
Tom Copps 78 North Main Street, #3, Rutland. VT 05701. 774-5144. tcopps@sover.net 
Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, GrifT2VT@Vermontel.net 
Allison Henry 47 West St., # I, Rutland, VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 
Lynda Hutchins, 10 Hibbard Hill Rd., Orwell. VT 05760. 948-2770, lmhutch@shoreham.net 
Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
Gerry Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road. Shrewsbury, VT 05738. 492-2244, gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 
Herbert Ogden. 2 1 4 South End Road.. Ml. Tabor. VT 05253-9756. 293-2510. hogden@vermontel.net 
Bob Perkins. 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni. UVM.edu 
SueThomas. 27 Clinton Ave.. Rutland, VT 05701. 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 2 1 Academy St.. Fair Haven. VT 05743. 265-2024. purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams. 682 VT Route 30. West Paw let. VT 05775, 645-9529. voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Outing Reports 


Bald Mountain, Mendon 

28 March 2010 
By Allison Henry, leader 

A ten o'clock start on this fine, crisp day let us sleep- 
in a little after the big feast at the potluck the night before. 
Being unsure of the conditions, 1 had advised participants 
to bring ice grippers or even snowshoes in case of leftover 
snow. It turns out that the ground was mostly bare, with 
only a little crusty old snow in a few sheltered spots. A 
pleasant trip was had by all. with a long but chilly lunch 
break on one of the overlooks and several peeps-themed 
photos. 

About the only remarkable thing that happened was 
after lunch, when the gang of saw-wielding gentlemen 
went ahead to neaten up the trail for the rest of us. Toward 
the end of the loop, we caught up to them and found them 
standing around and scratching their heads. A large saw 
was immobilized in a blowdown. Fortunately someone 
was carry ing the equipment needed to free said saw from 
the tree trunk; otherwise the saw. and probably Larry, 
would still be there. 

Folded Rock, Cambridge, NY 

10 April 2010 
By Allison Henry, leader 

This trail is located on Route 313 in the Battenkill 
State Forest between Arlington, VT and Cambridge, NY, 
a few miles west of the state line. There is a public 
trailhead on the south side of the road, but the trail is also 
accessible from the property of Battenkill Valley Outdoors 
(BVO), a private shop ofYering canoe and bike rentals, 
guided trips, maps, et cetera. Their shop has a very 
distinguished looking sign with a kayak stuck through it. 
When my spouse and I went for a recon hike the week 
before, the folks at the store told us they would be out of 
town for the weekend but that we were welcome to park 
on their property . They warned us that a bicycle race was 
to take place the same weekend as our hike, but it turns 
out the traffic stop was west of our turnoff for the trail, so 
our plans were safe. 

This trail has two different names, either Folded 
Rock or Peaked Rock. The trailhead and a trip write-up on 
the Adirondack Mountain Club (ADK) website say 
“Peaked Rock." and signs along the trail and in the 
vicinity mostly refer to “Folded Rock.” We also saw a 
sign on which “Peaked Rock" was crossed out and 
corrected to read “Folded Rock." It is unclear who is 
responsible for the trail, but according to the above- 


mentioned ADK trip report from last year, the trail was 
“created" and “improved" by ADK members in the past. 
The trail is an out-and-back. about two and a half miles 
each way. 

After a rendezvous at Main Street Park and another at 
Stewarts in Arlington, with our numbers swelled to ten 
persons, we made our way to the Battenkill Valley 
Outdoors center. The drive itself was quite nice, following 
the Battenkill River. 

At the BVO property the trail starts near a carved 
creature - either a monster or a very rough-cut black bear. 
It was another gorgeous day for a hike, warmish with no 
leaves to block our views. After a walk through a field, the 
trail goes up. up, and straight up for almost two miles, 
mostly along an old gravel road. There was a lot of 
huffing and puffing and I took a lot of breaks. Once we 
reached the ridgeline, we had occasional views of the 
valley below. We also found some vernal pools complete 
with frog spawn. Luckily, no one tried to hand me some 
this year. We even found a really big newt. After a ridge 
walk, the trail headed downward (resulting in some 
grumbling that we'd have to go back up again on our 
return before we could go down). 

The trail ended with a great lookout (lookout!) north 
over the valley. Sure enough, right at the end of the trail 
there was an outcropping of rock that looked like it had 
been folded. It didn't exactly look peaked though. We took 
some photos of the views along with a few close-ups of 
the Folded and/or Peaked Rock formation. We had a 
leisurely lunch sheltered behind the ridge, grumbled our 
way back up the ridge, and stumbled our way down the 
steep gravel road to our cars. With the sun and wind I 
ended up with a very pink face that evening! 

Appalachian Trail, Pomfret 

28 August 2010 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

There was a bit of a mix-up about the meeting time 
for this hike, so I administered molasses cookies in the 
parking lot and all was forgiven. 

The day turned out to be an oasis in the middle of an 
unusually hot summer - one of those perfectly blue-sky 
days without the humid haze that had clouded the views 
for so long. This made the short but steep climb to The 
Lookout more than worthwhile, and the ascent of the 
alarmingly rickety -looking ladder to the rooftop viewing 
platform a must. We did the smart thing though and sent 
up a scout. Naturally I was judged to be the most 
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expendable. When I did not fall thru the roof the others 
joined me for spectacular views in ail directions. 



The Lookout at The Lookout on the AT, Pomfret 


Back on terra firma we celebrated with caramels and 
then backtracked to the trail. This achievement called for 
chocolate cookies. A pleasant walk thru the woods led us 
at lunchtime to Wintturi Shelter, named for a Killington 
Section member who, though gone by the time I joined the 
Club in 1982, was still legendary for his habit of carry ing 
a warm beer on all hikes. We toasted him with more 
molasses cookies, and awarded several to a grateful young 
backpacker. 

After lunch there was a bit of up and down, but we 
had more chocolate cookies to keep up our strength, and 
the trail is just so darn pretty that a few more caramels 
were in order as we passed scenic stone walls and open 
clearings overlooking Mt. Ascutney. 

Crossing lovely fields and stiles, our thoughts began 
to turn to ice cream, which so enflamed us that we 
kidnapped two thru-hikers at the trailhead and took them 
to a country store up the road, before depositing them at 
Gifford Woods on our way home. A delicious day! 

Mother Myrick Mt., Dorset 

18 September 2010 
By Sue Thomas, leader 

Not long ago a resident of Dorset was mowing the 
field adjacent to his home when the tractor hit a hard 
object below the surface. Investigating, he discovered a 
large marble slab with the name "Newton Myrick" 
beautifully inscribed in flowing script. This prompted 
some research by the local historical society, and helped to 
satisfy my longtime curiosity about the unusually named 
peak. 

It turned out that Isaac Newton Myrick was a stone 
carver whose home and shop had stood at the site where 


the inscribed marble, now on display at the historical 
society, was found. "Mother" Myrick is thought to have 
been Isaac's mother, who was a local midwife. 

At the base of the peak we visited the marker where 
the Kent Tavern had stood - one of several sites around 
the state where constitutional conventions were held. 

Knowing that The Nature Conservancy has been 
acquiring land on the mountain, I invited Dave McDevitt, 
the conservancy’s Southern Vermont Steward, to come 
along on our hike. At the trailhead he gave each of us a 
copy of the conservancy's new book Places to Walk. 
Paddle, and Explore and then guided us up the correct and 
most direct route to the ridge top, rather than the longer 
and more convoluted route I had mistakenly taken when I 
scouted out the hike. Thank you Dave! Along the way 
Dave stopped to post new signs and gave us an overview 
of the conservancy's projects and goals in the area. 

At the summit a view of the surrounding valley and 
mountains made a nice backdrop for lunch, and we all 
signed in at the summit canister. A large number of hawks 
passed by on their way south for the winter - a thrilling 
sight. 

On the way back down Dave discovered what a 
bunch of trouble makers we really are when we gleefully 
helped him pull blowdowns and brush into the trail to at 
least slow down ATV access - a "reverse work party" that 
somehow seemed much more fun than clearing the trail. 
We all agreed that it was the best time we'd ever had doing 
trail work. 

Rattlesnake Ridge, Salisbury 

26 September 2010 
By Larry Walter, leader 

This hike in the Moosalamoo National Recreation 
Area east of Lake Dunmore is one of our personal 
favorites for its hike-to-view ratio. Viv and I had 
reconnoitered the loop in a counterclockwise direction a 
couple of weekends before and figured the best direction 
would be the opposite. 

Most of the traffic in this region comes from the west 
side at the Keewaydin Camp or from the south via the 
Falls of Lana trail (if the brook is fordable). Striving to 
avoid some of the hubbub, we parked at the Voter Brook 
Overlook, under escort of a local constable (not sure what 
that was about). This is a nice little spot with picnic tables 
and a good view to the southwest. It’s accessed by way of 
Forest Road 32 (Blueberry Hill route), off of Vermont 
Route 73 (Brandon Gap). You can just make out a small 
portion of Rattlesnake Cliff if you slide off to the 
southerly end of the clearing. 
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A recently reopened trail drops off the hill 
southeasterly from the overlook for a 5-minute hike to the 
North Branch frail. I counted twelve people at the start - 
not a bad turnout. The members were getting restless after 
we'd descended southwesterly for about 45 minutes along 
the brook to where the Rattlesnake Cliff trail takes off to 
the right and ascends steeply to the northeast. 

Tom, Barry, and Diane helped me remove some 
windfalls with the Griffith's antique 3-foot crosscut saw 
and some good teamwork. Meanwhile the rest of the 
group clattered on up the trail. I was sure they'd pause at 
the first junction to wait for one of their hike leaders. 
Righttttt! 

We banked a lefi at the first, brand-spanking new 
sign and worked our way down to another fork (still no 
souls present), the left of which took us to the most 
southerly overview where about half of the group was 
hanging out. The rest of the delinquent hikers had 
migrated (or as they'd say out west, "quailed'') to parts 
unknown. 

Taking Viv's concerns in mind and with a strong 
commitment to group cohesiveness, I followed leader 
protocol by sitting down for lunch. There's a fantastic 
view of the Greens, the most impressive height of land 
being Gillespie Peak. You can see most of the surface of 
Silver Lake, the southern end of Lake Dunmore, and way 
down the Route 53 drainage to the south. If you slide just 
a little further to the west along the cliff, there's another 
spot where you can see more of Lake Dunmore. That’s 
where the missing hikers showed up. 



View of Lake Dunmore from Rattlesnake Cliffs 


After finishing lunch, we worked our way back up to 
the first ‘‘Cliffs" sign (badly in need of repair) and 
checked out the western overlook. This one gives you a 
nice view of the Adirondacks and most of Lake Dunmore 


and Fem Lake. Gordon's house is somewhere along the 
later. I think this view point is more heavily visited, but I 
prefer the more southerly of the three. At least some of 
these cliff overviews are closed by the Forest Service in 
the peregrine falcons' spring nesting season. Fall is a great 
time to go. 

We headed north up the Oak Ridge Trail towards Mt. 
Moosalamoo. This is a nifty hike unto itself, with partial 
views through the trees to the west. A lot of the surface is 
along a sharp ledge which could be pretty slippery if wet - 
another good reason for hiking clockwise. We noticed that 
a bunch of trash that previously had been thrown off the 
ledge by hikers unknown had subsequently been picked up 
by hikers unknown. Well done to the later. 

About a quarter-mile short of the top of Moosalamoo 
the Keewaydin frail takes off to the southeast. Taking 
direction front those more influential and, frankly, 
intimidating than I, the decision was made to skip the peak 
and head down hill. The National Forest crews have been 
busy on this section, with lots of new water bar work and 
impressive stone paving and culverts. 

After taking out a couple more windfalls, Barry 
wisely confiscated all implements of destruction from me 
so as to catch up with the others who had heartlessly 
waltzed on down the hill. After dumping out on Forest 
Road 24B. it's a quick, 5-minute jaunt down the hill to the 
overlook. All were accounted for and we squeezed into 
our automobiles for the carpool back home. I'd estimate 
this trip to be about 4 or 5 miles, round trip and moderate 
in difficulty. We'll do this one again. 

Note from Viv regarding lorry’s “left behind” 
grumbling above, "This was not a work party!" 

Mount Cardigan, NH 

2 October 20 1 0 
By Terri Wilson, leader 

Not only was the weather great, but the company was 
exceptional. There were ten of us hiking up “Old Baldy." I 
can't think of a better way to spend a day than with my 
“Green Mountain" family. After a moderate climb up the 
mountain we were rewarded with a view I never tire of. 
The colors were bursting with yellows and oranges that 
accented all the surrounding hills. There was more 
agreement than debate on what we were looking at in the 
distance. That doesn't happen all the time! 

We enjoyed our lunch and company. Then it was off 
to hike “Firescrew”. There was no debate. Everyone 
seemed in agreement. Our family was united in decision. 
That doesn't happen all the time! We scrambled down the 
rock and over to the ridge of Firescrew. Looking back at 
“Old Baldy" gave one a new appreciation for the climb. 


Volume 63, Number 4 Smoke cfc Blazes November 2010 


After some time taking in the views, taking pictures and 
fellowship we headed back. On the way down we passed a 
young couple with a small child. She was heard saying 
“Look at the world mommy” while pointing down at the 
landscape. You couldn't help but catch the child’s 


appreciation for the beauty outstretched before us. 

Everyone agreed that it was a good day for a hike and 
we needed to stop for ice cream on the way back. Now 
that is my kind of kin! 



The Killington Section of the Long Trail 



- 6 - 



Volume 63. Number 4 Smoke & Blazes November 20 JO 

Killington Section Directors Meet 


By Allison Henry, Secretary 

The Killington Section Board of Directors met at Sewards 
Family Restaurant at 6:00 P.M. on 5 October 2010. 
Present were President Barry Griffith. Vice President 
Wayne Krevetski. Treasurer Gerry Martin, Secretary 
Allison Henry; and directors Sue Thomas. Tom Copps. 
and Herb Ogden. Also present were friends Bob and 
Thelma Perkins, Barb Griffith, and Lynda Hutchins. 

Minutes from the 15 June meeting were approved on a 
motion by Herb, seconded by Gerry. 

Treasurer’s report by treasurer Gerry: 

• Finances remain excellent; there has been limited 
activity since the last report. 

• Our CDs mature in late October. C’D interest rates are 
extremely low but there are few other options with 
higher interest rates, and nothing as secure as a CD. 
Even if we extended the CDs to 5 years we would not 
earn much interest. 

• Internal reconciliation between the Kirk Fund and the 
General Fund still is needed in the amount of about 
two thousand dollars. We discussed whether or not this 
reconciliation should be made now. We believe that we 
can only use the interest from the Kirk fund, not the 
principal, but there is limited information available as 
to the original amount of the Kirk principal. Allison 
moved, and Lynda seconded, that we do the internal 
reconciliation so everything is in order. Further 
discussion indicated that if we transfer the amount 
now. the Kirk checking account will be very low. 
Allison amended her motion to defer the transfer of 
money until we find out the actual amount of the Kirk 
Fund principal. We then discussed ways to research 
this information. Gerry has gone through old treasurer's 
logs but cannot find the actual number. We can 
possibly consult other members of the Killington 
Section. Allison has a briefcase full of meeting minutes 
to turn over to Gerry for more research. 

The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion by 
Allison, seconded by Herb. 

Special Shrewsbury Trip Report by guest Barb Griffith: 
Dave Hardy, GMC Director of Field Programs, and 
representatives from the US Forest Service went out in the 
Shrewsbury Peak area, including the Black Swamp Trail 
and around to the chimney. Dave will be reporting to the 
Trails and Shelters Committee of the Main Club. One of 
the Forest Service representatives has requested help with 
maintenance of trails in this area. It could eventually fall 
under our Section. Upon discussion, we feel that we could 


come up with a sector checker but not be responsible for 
the actual maintenance, as we already have a lot of miles 
of trail to maintain. 

Report from Wayne: 

• Thank you to Tom for helping to represent the 
Killington Section at the Diamond Run Mall for the 
Fastem Mountain Sports (EMS) "Club Days" sale. 
EMS gave customers the twenty percent Club Days 
discount as long as they purchased at least $50 worth 
of merchandise and gave $10 to the Club. During the 
two-day sale Tom and Wayne together raised $155 in 
donations for the Killington Section. 

• We received a letter from Ruth Cooper Lamb who 
wants a copy of Bob Perkins' slide show. The slide 
show will also be shown at the ALDHA gathering. 
Copies of the DVD show can be purchased from PEG 
TV Channel 15. 

• The 201 1 Long Trail Festival will be held on Saturday, 
6 August with a trail work day Sunday, 7 August. 

Trails and Shelters report by co-chairs Herb and Wayne: 

• Governor Clement Shelter is completely renovated 
with a new roof and new shingles. The site crew made 
a new bench out of saplings as well. 

• The Governor's Gate is open for the hunting and 
snowmobile seasons. 

• Herb will send a thank-you note to shelter adopter Roy 
Arthur. 

• Bill Gwozdz, representing the GE Volunteers: Dave 
Hardy. GMC Director of Field Programs; and Doug 
Reeves of the U. S. Forest Service visited the Gould 
Brook crossing site between the Lower and Upper 
Cold River Roads in Shrewsbury . The cost for a bridge 
for this sometimes dangerous ford is astonishingly high 
for a Forest Service-designed bridge. Dave Hardy and 
the Forest Service representatives are skeptical of the 
suggested design to build a bridge just to the island: 
however a full span will be very long. We will keep in 
touch with the Main Club about this issue as a bridge is 
definitely needed. We discussed whether the ford 
should be mentioned in the guidebook or if a sign 
should be posted. A detour via a roadwalk is possible 
but it adds mileage. 

• Wayne suggested that we add signage for the Governor 
Clement road - it is not in the ATC guidebook nor on 
their map. and AT hikers, especially South-Bounders, 
get confused because they think it is Upper Cold River 
road. Should we post a sign or map? 

• Pico Camp needs substantial carpentry- including a new 
door, steps, and maybe new bunks, as well as some 
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work underneath such as chicken wire to keep out the 
porkies. Do we have enough people for such a project 
on an upcoming Trail Work Day? Can we recruit a 
volunteer group, such as EMS or the carpentry students 
at Stafford? 

• We do not know the time frame but Clarendon Shelter 
will eventually be removed or relocated because it is 
not on GMC or government property . We pointed out 
that it is still in good shape and it would be a shame to 
lose it. 

Main Club Directors 25 September Meeting report by 
Allison, our alternate representative. [See Allison for more 
specific details.] 

• Highlights: The GMC had a great Centennial year with 
many celebrations and projects by the Main Club and 
by the individual Sections. W'e got lots of publicity 
including the End-to-End Relay and Prickles the 
Porcupine on Facebook! It was a great Held season as 
well with supersized efforts in many locations. Our 
book, A Century in the Mountains, received the 
Hathaway Award. The GMC community was saddened 
by loss of friend and Board member Dave Blumenthal. 
The Board appointed l.exi Shear to fill his post. 

• The Main Club is working with an auditor. There are 
no major concerns with financial procedures or record- 
keeping. 

• Lowell Wind Project: This was a major discussion at 
the Main Club meeting. Green Mountain Power has 
proposed a large-scale wind project on the Lowell 
Range. Turbines will be clearly visible from Belvidere 
Mountain and Tillotson Camp; as well as in view from 
much of the northem/cenlral section of the Long Trail. 

• The Green Mountain Cub is NOT officially 
opposing the project. We are working to set a 
precedent and we are focusing on three points. ( I ) 
We want to consider the cumulative impact of 
multiple wind power projects; this is only one of 
what could eventually be many projects in view of 
the Long Trail. There is no statewide long-term 
energy plan. As individuals, we should be speaking 
with our legislators about a long-term energy plan 
for Vermont. (2) What arc the plans for 
decommissioning the project? (3) How can the 
impact of the towers on the views from the Trail be 
minimized? At least nine of the towers are tall 
enough to require red blinking lights as per FAA 
regulations. Technology is available for lights that 
only turn on when a plane is detected. 

• We need to communicate these three points to the 
community for public relations purposes. 


Additionally, the GMC is not focusing on the 
environmental impact of such a project as there are 
other groups already addressing this. 

• A motion was passed to spend $30,000 (including 
what has been spent so far) in addressing the 
Lowell Range project. This includes lawyer fees 
and an expert witness. 

• Development Committee: The new Dave Blumenthal 
Education Endowment will provide long term funds for 
Trail-related educational projects. 

• Other changes: There are some changes to committee 
appointments; job titles, and policy wording. 

Outings report by Sue, Outing Coordinator: 

• Outings have been very successful. As always, contact 
Sue if you wish to lead a hike or trip! 

Other Business: 

• General discussion of safety for group outings. What 
health information, if any, should we ask participants 
to provide? Some might be uncomfortable sharing 
personal information, but it is clearly a safety issue in 
some cases, such as asthma, diabetes, or an insect 
allergy. To our knowledge the Main Club has no 
specific policy and we do not require written sign-ups 
or waivers. We suggested that a group leader casually 
remind the group to mention any health problems to 
the leader in private at the start of the trip. We 
discussed that some leaders might be uncomfortable 
making this announcement, and that some participants 
might not wish to share. As always, we reminded 
ourselves that the group leader has the right to ask 
someone not to participate if they appear unable or ill 
equipped. 

• Quilt Raffle tickets are still available and are still being 
sold at the Main Club headquarters. 

• Our annual Fall Pot Luck will be on 20 November with 
a slid show on Archeology on the Long Trail. 

• Our Section's Centennial will be on 4 October 201 1. 
What can we do to celebrate? Suggestions: Exhibit in a 
vacant store front downtown. Old slides/photos. 
Killington Section Dinner. Find some of the original 
trail in our area. Allison is considering a backpacking 
trip of our section of the Long Trail. 

• Will we have an event to commemorate Cooper Lodge 
before it is removed? We still have no tear-down date. 

• The next board meeting is set for Tuesday, I February 
2011 at Sewards. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm 
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Killington Section, GMC Outing Schedule Dec. 2010 - Feb. 2011 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

1 1 Dec., Saturday 9:00 A.M. LT/AT Mystery Hike, Killington Area Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Destination and mileage will be determined by conditions. Snowshoes may be needed. 

19 Dec., Sunday, 10:00 A.M. Hawk Hill - Old Brandon Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Explore the site of the original settlement of Brandon and an old cemetery 
Easy to moderate, 4 miles. 

9 Jan., Sunday, 9:00 A.M. The Ball, Arlington Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Snowshoe or ski depending on conditions. 

Moderate to difficult, 5 to 6 miles. 

15 Jan., Saturday, 9:00 A.M. W allingford Pond, Wallingford Tom Copps, 774-5144 

Snowshoe or ski depending on conditions. 

Moderate, 2.5 to 3 miles. 

22 Jan., Saturday, 8:30 A.M. Bamforth Ridge, Bolton Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Snowshoe on the Long Trail to Duxbury Window and Bamforth Ridge Shelter on the side of Camel's 
Hump. 

Moderate, 6 miles. 

29 Jan., Saturday, 9:00 A.M. High Pond, Sudbury Barb & Barry Griffith, 492-3573 

Snowshoe and explore winter wildlife habitat at this pretty Nature Conservancy preserve. 

Moderate, 4 to 5 miles. 

6 Feb., Sunday, 10:00 A.M. Hot Dog Roast, Shrewsbury Steve & Roma Pulling, 773-6997 

Join us at Minerva Hinchey Shelter on the Long Trail for our annual cookout. Bring your own hot dogs 
or whatever you want to roast over our campfire. Hot drinks will be provided. Snowshoes may be 
needed, and we'll have a short hike to work up an appetite. 

12 Feb., Saturday, 9:00 A.M. Rail-Trail, W. Rupert Viv Bebee & Larry Walter, 775-3855 

Snowshoe or walk, depending on conditions, on a rail-trail and old roads. 

Moderate. 3 to 5 miles. 

19 Feb., Saturday, 10:00 A.M. Rail-Trail, W. Paw let Herb Ogden, 293-2510 

Cross-country ski (or walk if Mother Nature doesn't cooperate; call leader to inquire) on the D & H 
Railroad route from West Pawlet. VT to Granville. NY. 

Easy. 8 miles. 

Note: Meet at 10:00 A.M. at the West Pawlet Post Office. 

26 Feb., Saturday, 10:00 A.M.Tamarack Notch to Brewers Corners, Mendon Sue Thomas, 773-2185 

Moderate snowshoe; about 4 miles. 

5 March, Saturday, 8:30 A.M. Pharaoh Lake Wilderness, Chilson, NY Allison Henry, 775-1627 

Explore ponds and forests. Snowshoes may be needed. It may be very wet. 

Moderate. 5 to 6 miles. 



Bob Perkins, Editor 
6 Rachel Drive 
Rutland VT 05701 
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Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke <& Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $40 ADDRESS. 

Family $50 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 

and categories for giving at a higher level PHONE. 

E-MAIL: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 

I would like information on volunteering for 

_trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to 

Green Mountain Club. 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 





Killington Sectioneers kayak on Grafton Pond NH 
August 22, 2010 with Terri Wilson 


Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 


February 201 1 


Spruce Peak Shelter January 22, 201 1 on a trip 
led by Allison Hen'y 
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Pictures of 
Seasonal hiking 
with the Killington 
Section. 
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Smoke & Blazes 
Newsletter of the 
Killington Section, 
Green Mountain Club 

Killington Section Directors 

Term expires in: 


201 1 *Barry Griffith 

" Allison Henry 

" Sue Thomas 

2012 * Wayne Krevetski 

" Gerry Martin 

Herb Ogden 

2013 Viv Bebee 

" Tom Copps 

" Steve Williams 


* Second consecutive 3-year term. 
Not eligible for re-election. 

Killington Section Officers 

President Barry Griffith 

Vice President Wayne Krevetski 

Secretary Allison Henry 

Treasurer Gerry Martin 

Committee Chairs 

History Bob Perkins 

Outings SueThomas 

Trails & Shelters Herb Ogden 

and Wayne Krevetski 

Delegates to GMC Board 

Director Allison Henry 

Alternate Steve Williams 

Smoke & Blazes 


THANK YOU, EDITOR BOB PERKINS! 
WELCOME, EDITOR VIV BEBEE! 

One of the perks of being a Section President is that GMC provides 
you with courtesy copies of newsletters from the other Sections. I 
have presided over the Annual Meetings of the Killington Section 
since 2007. 1 have stated every year that our own Smoke & Blazes 
is the best GMC Section newsletter, bar none. 

Praise for the quality of this publication over the past decade is 
properly bestowed upon our fine newsletter Editor, Bob Perkins. 
For ten years, every quarter Bob has solicited articles and reviewed 
photographs of Killington Section outings, new and old. Bob has 
gently reminded and patiently cajoled our hike and other leaders 
into submitting reports and articles in a (more or less) timely 
fashion. Smoke & Blazes has memorialized outings and provided 
our members with information about our Killington Section. More 
often than not, over the past decade the best articles were written 
by Bob himself. 

Earlier this year. Bob advised our Board of Directors that it was 
time for him to back away from the time commitment required to 
serve as our newsletter Editor. We received this news with sadness, 
but also with extreme gratitude for the fine service Bob has 
provided in this post for ten years. Bob, thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts! 

Vivian Bebee has stepped forward, and has agreed to serve as our 
new Smoke & Blazes Editor. Larry Walter will serve as her 
Assistant Editor and Tom Copps will serve as Photo Editor. Thank 
you, Viv - Larry and Tom. We are grateful to all of you! 


Editor Viv Bebee 

Assistant Editor Larry Walter 

Photo Editor Tom Copps 

Web Site 

Web master Deborah Waggett 


Barry Griffith, Killington Section President 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 

Viv Bebee 1 4 Belmont Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-3855, lwalter@sover.net 

Tom Copps 78 North Main Street, #3, Rutland, VT 05701, 774-5144, tcopps@sover.net 

Barry Griffith 68 Griffith Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-3573, Griff2VT@Vermontel.net 

Allison Henry 47 West St., #1, Rutland, VT 05701 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 

Wayne Krevetski 22 Roberts Ave., Rutland, VT 05701 282-2237 wkrevetski@hotmail.com 

Gerry Martin 998 Lincoln Hill Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-2244, gdmartin2020@yahooo.com 

Herbert Ogden, 214 South End Road., Mt. Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel.net 

Bob Perkins, 6 Rachel Dr., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 

Sue Thomas, 27 Clinton Ave., Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

Deborah Waggett, 21 Academy St., Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purplejeep99@hotmail.com 
Steve Williams, 682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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Outing Reports 


DEER LEAP, K1LLINGTON. December 1 1. 2010. by Tom Copps. leader 

This was to be our last trip to Deer Leap for the year. Our crew was myself, Larry Walter and the pair from Pawlet Steve 
Williams and Barbara O'Connor. We arrived at the LT-AT trailhead on US Route 4 at about 9:45 in the morning on a cold 
and overcast day. The snow cover was light so we settled for grippers instead of snowshoes and started out. Climbing 
steadily we arrived at Maine Junction in Willard Gap in due time. Continuing up the trail we had a short discussion as to 
whether we should proceed over the top of Deer Mountain. Short because none of us had any intention of doing any such 
fool thing! Having re-established our goals for the day we continued on around the north side of the mountain until we 
arrived at the Deer Leap Spur. Up we went, though not nearly as fast as we had been traveling of course. Slippery! 

As everybody knows, when we finally achieved the rocks of Deer Leap Lookout the views were beautiful. We saw some 
snowmaking on Pico but the mountain also appeared to be covered with a good deal of natural snow. I seem to remember 
that eighteen inches had been reported on the backside the previous week by Larry and Dave. When we were satisfied 
with the view, we turned back, still not yet having eaten lunch. Larry went on ahead and picked out a large rock in the 
woods that served nicely as a table. 

After lunch we descended via the spur, turned right, and quickly made our way to the Inn at the Long Trail. Here we spent 
an enjoyable hour conversing and sampling the beer, wine and snacks. Finally we walked back down the highway to the 
car, stowed our gear and returned to Rutland. 


THE BALL. ARLINGTON. January 9, 201 1, by Larry Walter, leader 

I always tend to underestimate the time it takes to get a group of people up to a peak and back. We had a great turnout of 
10 hikers, including myself. Dave and Nancy Hagelburg let us park in their woodlot where the trail takes off up Dry 
(never been known to) Brook. The temperature was just right given the grade. The hike is all on old logging roads, most 
of which could be walked without snowshoes, but once on top, post holing was not pleasant. 1 neglected to make sure that 
everyone had snowshoes when we left. That, coupled with our time growing short, prompted a 2:00 PM lunch on the ridge 
for five of us with the other five making it to the summit about fifteen minutes later. As luck would have it, the view was 
pretty much obscured by a pretty fair little snow squall, but it cleared up a bit when we were descending, affording a nice 
view back down through the drainage. 

We walked through the southern portion of a 775-acre proposed acquisition by the Forest Service that I’d been working 
on for about 2 years. Looks like it might actually happen. I hope it does, because this drainage plus the three peaks in the 
area (including Spruce Peak and Grass Mountain) are just stunning. Word has it that the approach from the north is 
equally impressive, so that’ll be one to recon in the spring. Hope to see you there for the official summer trip. 


WALLINGFORD POND. January 15, 201 1, by Tom Copps, leader 

Early Saturday morning was cold and quiet. When I called Sue, she exclaimed "my God, do you know that it's four 
below!" However we met at the park as usual. By we I mean myself and Bob Perkins. The two of us made our way to East 
Wallingford where we met up with Steve and Barbara, for our final group of four. The drive up to the Wallingford Pond 
parking space was uneventful on a well-maintained plowed road and we set out at about 10 AM. 

The conditions were beautiful. We quickly made our way to the junction at the pond area. A quick reconnoiter to the left 
brought us to the north half of what used to be called Spectacle Pond, where there is a small lunch area with a dilapidated 
homemade table. The pond was beautiful so we tested the ice a little bit Everything seemed just fine. 

We retraced our steps back to the junction and proceeded up the South side of the right "spectacle". The ice seemed fine 
under two feet of snow so we set out counterclockwise around the shore looking for the channel to the other "spectacle". 
At least that’s what I was doing. The channel appeared in front of us as we rounded the east end of the pond. As Johnny 
Carson used to say, when you come to a fork in the trail take it. So we did. As 1 made my way around a tree that had 
tipped over into the channel 1 heard a small crack in the ice. When Barbara, our tail gunner, made the turn she said some 
water was coming up. The northern pond is much larger and more appealing. After a little confusion about where we 
should make landfall we made our way around the left shore back to the dilapidated picnic table for lunch. 


As we were packing up, four snow machines arrived. We had a pleasant conversation with them although they were quite 
smelly. Barbara warned them about the slush anyway. Again we made our way back to the pond junction. As we 
regrouped we could hear what sounded like beagles running in the woods. 

On our way back down the trail we met four more snow machines, so they are pretty active on these trails. No skiers. 
When we explored the area just after Christmas, we met a hunter with three beagles, another hunter with an old time 
single shot and a cross-country skier who had come up from the Belmont side. Certainly a more interesting group to meet 
on the trail I would say. 

Although I was a little nervous in the morning about how it would all work out it was a great day and I am indebted to 
Bob, Steve and Barbara for making my "leadership" no work at all. 


NOT BAMFORTH RIDGE. January 22. 201 1. by Allison Henry, leader 

I had scheduled a hike to Duxbury Window and Bamforth Ridge Shelter on the Long Trail north of Camel's Hump, but I 
watched the weather forecasts during the week prior to the trip with shivers of foreboding. With the highs expected to be 
in the single digits for the upcoming weekend, by mid-week I began walking the Long Trail in my brain, searching for a 
closer, more southerly and more sheltered destination for the expedition. (It would have been a very long drive for what 
could have been a miserable trip.) I even went so far as to actually look at the Long Trail map and suddenly. There It 
Was, shining like a beacon. ...Spruce Peak Shelter. Shorter drive to be home to a warm house sooner? Check. Less 
northerly? Check. Sheltered? Check check! Less-exposed trail AND an enclosed shelter. Even with the potential for sub- 
zero temperatures we had five participants, including yours truly, two more crazy diehards, a Herb, and a new guy (plus 
his well-mannered terrier mix). An added bonus: the trailhead on Rt II and 30 was already plowed from the previous 
night's snowfall, due to snowmobiler use in the winter. After a treacherous crossing of the highway (Flatlanders in 
SUVs!), the snowy woods welcomed us with open limbs. Hilarity ensued soon after entering the woods... as I spoke 
proudly of the convenient ratcheting feature on my snowshoe bindings, I fell over backwards, covering myself from head 
to toe in fluffy snow. Luckily (?????), it was too cold for the snow to melt on me. Other than the landshark-shaped hole 
marring the flawless snow, the scenery was perfect. The best winter conditions I've ever seen. Every single branch and 
twig was covered with a light layer of fluffy snow. There was new snow cover on the Trail itself, a foot deep or so, but 
clearly people had been there two or three snowfalls ago. Larry broke trail most of the way in his MSR Denalis (without 
the tails!). We only had a few instances of “losing” the white blazes but we knew the general direction of the Trail 
anyhow. I believe the temperature ended up in the low teens, warmer than expected, but lunch was still a bit chilly even 
in the enclosed shelter. The wood stove was tempting but we resisted — otherwise by the time we got it going we 
would've had to leave. After lunch, it was a quick walk out on our packed trail. 

By the way, has anyone seen Tom? He insisted on going to Bamforth Ridge despite the cold. When we got to the 
trailhead. he headed north instead of south. He is probably nearly to Camel's Hump by now.... 


HOT DOG ROAST. February 6. 201 1, by Roma Pulling, leader 
"Seems like old times..." 

And it was very much like old times except when your leader, in a "senior moment," filled the Section's pack basket with 
ingredients for hot beverages and other goodies and left it sitting in her dinette at home. For that I am extremely sorry. 
Of course that backfired, didn't it? 1 was one of those who endured the winter outing with no hot beverage. Strangely, 
following a day of unpleasant surprises, we had good weather. We experienced mostly cloudy weather with a few 
glimpses of blue sky and acceptable driving conditions. The road from Route 103 to Spring Lake Ranch, which can be 
tricky at times, had been well-plowed and sanded. 

Eight of us met at the park that morning and were met by two more at the parking area at the ranch. Three joined us later 
at our meeting spot, Minerva Hinchey Shelter. While Steve and I stayed at the shelter to get things set up and a fire going 
over which we would soon cook our hot dog s and sausages, the rest of the group went for a short snowshoe hike in the 
area. What really added a festive touch to the occasion was when three old-timers who, like myself, who don't hike as 


much as they used to, were able to join us: Rob and Sue Carey and Jerry Parker. And I was grateful that everyone was so 
gracious when I fell down on the job. Thank you. 


WEST RUPERT (BUSHWACK/RAIL TRAIL). February 12. 201 1. bv Viv Bebee/Larrv Walter, leaders 

Our little group consisted of stalwarts, Tom Copps and Sue Thomas. (Larry was included in case we needed any trail 
breaking, ditch digging or tree maiming). The day was overcast and cold with a bit of wind, adding up to a nice mix of 
winter elements. The sun tried to peak though a couple times. We parked our car at Georgia Bebee’s house (Viv’s mom) 
and walked from there north on Mill Road to the rail trail. We crossed the brook on the rail trail bridge, put on our 
snowshoes, left the rail trail, shoed across a small meadow to begin climbing a steep little woods road that wound up the 
east side of the hill. Several turkeys had used the same route. After we reached a point where the road swung more to the 
northeast, we turned northwest instead and made our own trail, passing several deer beds. A narrow window in a pucker 
brush patch brought us out onto the top of the hill. Viv pointed out a large bird’s nest on the way up. The summit 
afforded a nice opening from where we could see the West Rupert valley south/southeast, including Mother Myrick, 
Antone Mountain, Masters Mountain and west to Salem, NY. While standing on top of the hill enjoying the view, we 
noticed a large bird floating across the valley. It was close enough to see a white tail and head with a dark body. Looked 
like a bald eagle to us! 

From the summit, another woods road dropped steeply off the southwest flank of the hill and then wound around to the 
west, crossing open fields, coming down to Cross Road (not maintained in the winter). On the side of the road, we 
noticed feather remains of a grouse. When we left Cross Road a short distance further up the road. Sue happened to cross 
over the fence near a stump-dump and noticed the entrance to a fox den. Perhaps the likely predator. 

We snowshoed across a few more open fields and rolling hills, having lunch near the top of a wooded ridge. Then we 
headed southerly across the ridge and spotted a rather large, quarried stone marker about four feet tall with a pointed top 
but no markings, unless they were under the snow by the base. Continuing on to another open hill-top, we had a great 
view of West Rupert Village. For such and easy (Larry says) hike, there are several excellent views along the way. A 
quick 10 minutes down the other side of this last hill and across a meadow brought us out to the Cross Road Bridge over 
the brook. We picked up the rail trail again just off the bridge and worked our way back to the Bebee residence, where 
Viv’s mom had some freshly-baked brownies to share. Good company, beautiful snow, great views . . . .all adding up to a 
very nice day. 


Killinqton Section Directors* Meeting 


Minutes of Directors’ Meeting 
February 1, 201 1 
By Allison Henry, Secretary 

Present: President Barry Griffith, VP Wayne Krevetski, Secretary Allison Henry, Treasurer Gerry Martin; Directors Sue 
Thomas, Herb Ogden, Tom Copps, Viv Bebee; friend Bob Perkins. 

Meeting convened at 6:20 pm at Sewards Restaurant, Rutland. 

Minutes approved from 10/5/2010 (motion by Herb; seconded by Wayne). 

Treasurer’s report was presented by Treasurer Gerry. Contact Gerry for a copy 
and/or for more details. Highlights: 

•Funds received from the quilt raffle (which will then be donated to the Main Club) and from donations from Club 
Days held at Eastern Mountain Sports last fall 

•We had an increase in membership funds after the first of this year 


•No changes in issues brought up at our last few meetings: we have not yet decided to do an internal 
reconciliation between our checking account and the Kirk fund. Also, our cds still have very little yield but no one is 
offering a decent rate so we’ll continue to roll them over where they are for now. 

The Treasurer's report was accepted by the Board (motion by Herb, seconded by Wayne). 

Lynda Hutchins, our liaison to the Main Club, was not present due to weather but she submitted a written report to Barry. 
Barry gave us a brief summary of Lynda's report from the last Main Club meeting which was held on January 22, 201 1. 
Contact Lynda for a written copy. Highlights: 

•Our intervener status in the proposed Lowell Range wind project has been keeping the Main Club very busy with 
public meetings, hearings, and research; legal and consulting fees are also contributing to financial challenges of Club. 
$20, 400 has already been used of the $30K sum already approved by the Board 

•Concerns about what funding sources will be like this year — stimulus money, statue funds, etc. 

•The new Marketing Committee is addressing topics such as: overuse of the Trail in some areas; brand awareness 
(“GMC” vs. “LT”); technology use in the woods. 

•Lynda was appointed as a Main Club director at large to fill a vacancy (another director had resigned) 

[Motions made, seconded and approved to appoint Allison Henry as the Killington Section director to the Main Club and 
Steve Williams as the alternate. -Ed.] 

Bob Perkins announced that he will be retiring from his position as Smoke & Blazes editor sooner than anticipated (he 
had previously shared this news in an email to the Directors several weeks ago). [Discussion regarding transition to a new 
editor. -Ed.] The Board thanked Bob for his ten (ten!) years of service. 

The Killington Section’s own 100-year anniversary will be this October. [Discussion regarding events to commemorate 
this occasion. -Ed.] 

A Trails and Shelters report was presented by co-chairs Wayne and Herb. Highlights: 

•the Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC) is trying to get the entire Appalachian Trail recognized as a National 
Historic Site. This is something that would be done “section by section.” The Vermont section of the AT had been 
suggested as a possible “test case” but the GMC is not sure that this would be ideal. We are still working on easements 
with some landowners. However, being on the Historic registry would give the Trail better legal standing in the face of 
development such as wind towers or ski areas. Any cost associated with this transition would be covered by the ATC. 

•The Main Club is working on a 5-year plan for improvements and renovations to shelters 
•Pico Camp could be the Rutland Long Trail Festival’s Hard Core project for Sunday of the festival, if the 
Festival's board approves the project. A question then arose as to whether Pico and Killington still plan to build a 
connector trail between the two ski areas. When this was proposed years ago, it was slated to go right past the front door 
of Pico Camp. No one on the Board has heard anything for sure, especially recently, about the resort areas' plans. We 
discussed what improvements to Pico Camp were necessary, and it was suggested that we attempt to find out what the ski 
areas plan to do in the near future. 

•There are still no official plans for a bridge at Gould Brook 

Other Business: 

•[Discussion regarding possible new location for our pot lucks and Annual Meeting. -Ed.] 

•Allison asked what constitutes true volunteer hours for reporting purposes to the Main Club: only actual trail 
work, or also leading hikes, etc. Barry said that volunteer hours would include everything: trail work, leading hikes, and 
even board meetings. 

•We have a new Sector Checker for the Canty Trail 
•Does anyone have photos of the original Long Trail Lodge? 

Meeting adjourned at 7:51 (motion by Allison, seconded by Herb) 

(For complete transcript of the above Minutes, contact Allison Henry.) 


This n’ That 


— GMC Board News : The Board of Directors of the Killington Section appoints one of our members as our 

representative to the Green Mountain Club Board of Directors. Each of the other Sections similarly designates a GMC 
Director. General or at-large Directors elected by GMC members round out the main Club Board. I am happy to report 
that two Killington Section members are now serving on the GMC Board of Directors. Last month the GMC Board 
appointed LYNDA HUTCHINS, who has ably served as our Killington Section representative, to fill its vacant at-large 
Director position. The Killington Section Board thereafter promptly appointed our Board member (and Secretary) 
ALLISON HENRY to serve as our Killington Section delegate to the GMC Board. I believe that all concerned are pleased 
with this development - I know I am! Allison has much to offer at the GMC Board level. The GMC will now have the 
benefit of Allison's talents and energy, while at the same time retaining Lynda's skills and expertise. Come to our 
Killington Section Annual Meeting and congratulate them both! 


Barry Griffith, Killington Section President 


—Celebrate Our Killington Section Centennial!!! The meeting in Burlington that established the Green Mountain Club 
on March 11, 1910 is well memorialized. We properly celebrated the centennial of GMC's founding throughout 2010. 
Sections were established in the months and years that followed GMC's founding, to pursue work on the Long Trail at a 
local level. Our Section was organized in Rutland on October 4, 191 1. Thus, this year the Killington Section turns 100 - 
good cause for further celebration! 

We discussed events to recognize this anniversary at our recent Section Board meeting. Wayne and Kathy Krevetski have 
volunteered to organize a celebratory dinner at the Long Trail Inn on June 4 - National Trails Day. Allison Henry plans to 
organize a summer hike through the part of the Long Trail maintained by our Section - perhaps Prickles can be persuaded 
to join us! A celebration around an autumn potluck also seems in order — either on Tuesday, October 4, or as part of the 
annual deer hunting season get-together. 

The Killington Section's 1 00th Annual Meeting will be held at the Godnick Center on March 26. Come join us, hear what 
we have in mind, and tell us how you would like to celebrate Killington's centennial year. 

Barry Griffith, Killington Section President 


- EMS Club Days, April 8 and 9 (discounts for GMC members) 


Viv Bebee, Editor 
14 Belmont Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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A 


LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 


The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 


Individual 

Family 

Sen ior/StudentA/olu nteer 

$40 

$50 

..$22 

ADDRESS: 

Contact us for information on life memberships 
and categories for giving at a higher level. 

PHONE: 



E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section’s 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters 

I would like information on volunteering for 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


Killinqton Section. GMC Outing Schedule March - May 2011 

Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear 
sturdy footwear, dress appropriately for the weather, and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! 
Unless otherwise noted, all trips leave from Rutland's Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station. 
Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of 
difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

5 March, Saturday, 8:30 A.M., 

Pharaoh Lake Wilderness, Chilson, NY Allison Henry 775-1627 

Explore ponds and forests. Snowshoes may be needed. It may be very wet. 

Moderate, 5 to 6 miles 

13 March, Sunday, 9:00 A.M.. 

The Dome, Pownal Larry Walter 775-3855 

Showshoes are required for this climb to a viewpoint in the Taconic range. 

Difficult, 7 miles 

20 March, Sunday, 9:00 A.M. 

Ludlow Mountain, Mount Holly Barb and Barry Griffith 492-3573 

We will climb via the Healdville Trail to the summit fire tower with views of 
the major peaks in Southern Vermont. Some steep climbing - 1,900 feet elevation 
gain. Snowshoes may be needed. Moderate, 6 miles. 

26 March, Saturday, 6:00 P.M., 

Killington Section Annual Meeting Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Bring a dish to share and your own place setting for a pot luck supper, followed 
by a short business meeting and election of officers. All are welcome! 

NEW LOCATION: Godnick Senior Center, Deer Street, Rutland 

27 March, Sunday, 10:00 A.M., 

Grandpa's Knob, Castleton Tom Copps 774-5144 

Climb to the site of the State’s first municipal wind turbine, erected in the 1940’s; 
great views in all directions of the Greens, the Adirondacks and the Taconics; 
elevation gain 1 ,000 feet. Moderate, 3 miles 

2 April, Saturday, 9:00 A.M., 

Snake Mountain, Addison Allison Henry 775-1627 

Climb to the site of a ca. 1 870 hotel - gone now, but the sweeping view of Lake 
Champlain and the Adirondack Mountains are well worth the hike; 900 feet 
elevation gain. Moderate, 4 miles 

9 April, Saturday, 9:00 A.M. (rain date April 10), 

Hamilton Falls, Jamaica Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Hike on the old roadbed of the former West River Railroad along the river 
and up to the Falls, at Jamaica State Park. Optional extra hike to Ball Mountain 
Dam. Moderate, 4 miles 

16 April, Saturday 10:00 A.M.-2:30 p.m., Section Leaders Forum, 

GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Contact Main Club for details. 244-7037 ext. 24 

The Club is hosting this meeting in order for members to exchange information on 
trail maintenance, outings and promotion. 

17 April, Sunday, 

Mystery Hike Diane Bargiel 413-687-1109 

The leader will choose a destination. Call for meeting place and time. 


7 May, Saturday, 9:00 A.M., 

Long Trail Spring Cleaning Herb Ogden 293-2510 

All are welcome to join us for our annual cleanup and maintenance, preparing 
the trail for the summer hiking season. We will clear waterbars, trim brush 
and cut blowdowns on the lower elevation stretches. Bring work gloves, sturdy 
shoes and lunch. Tools will be provided. Have fun while doing a good deed. 

14 May, Saturday, 9:00 A.M., 

Spring Wildflowers and Birds Connie Youngstrom 492-3502 

A short hike to identify the wildflowers and birds of the area. Bring binoculars, 
fieldguides and bug repellent. 

15 May, Sunday, 9:30 A.M., 

Winona Lake, Bristol Larry Walter and Viv Bebee 775-3855 

Canoe or kayak on this beautiful, small lake (a/k/a Bristol Pond), with abundant 
bird life. 

21 May, Saturday, 10:00 A.M., 

Relive the Patch Hollow Horror, Cuttingsville Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

How time flies - it’s the 1 80 th anniversary of the dastardly deed, and we will 
hike to the scene of the crime to commemorate the occasion (grass skirts optional). 

Moderate, 3.5-4 miles 

28 May, Saturday, 9:00 A.M. (rain date May 29) 

Lye Brook Falls, Manchester Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Climb gradually to one of Vermont’s highest waterfalls, in the Lye Brook Wilderness. 

Moderate, 4.5 miles 

4 June, Saturday, 9:00 A.M. 

National Trails Day, Long Trail Maintenance Herb Ogden 293-2510 

Volunteers all over the country will be out clearing brush and waterbars, cutting 
blowdowns and painting blazes, readying the trail for the summer hiking season. 

Join us to work on our local treasure, the Long/Appalachian Trail. Bring work gloves, 
sturdy shoes and lunch. Tools will be provided. 

10-12 June, Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting, Plymouth 

Hosted by the Ottauquechee Section at Camp Plymouth State Park, with activities, 
meals and hikes planned in addition to the meeting itself. For details and registration 
information, see the Long Trail News or check the website - greenmountainclub.org. 
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Steve Williams, Barbara O’Connor and Bob Perkins 
on Wallingford Pond, February 15 



Allison in her Rabbit Hat 
at High Pond, January 29 



The Annual hot dog roast at Minerva Hinchey 
hosted by Roma Pulling, February 6 



Annual Meeting, March 26 

Steve Williams, Jennifer Wright GMNF, Gerry Martin. Herb Ogden, Wayne Krevetski, Allison Henry, Sue Thomas, Tom Copps 






Killington Section Directors: 

Term expiration 2012 
Wayne Krevetski* 

Gerry Martin 
Herb Ogden 
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Tom Copps 
Steve Williams 
Term expiration 2014 
Allison Henry 
Sue Thomas* 

•Second consecutive 3-year term. Not eligible for 
re-election. 
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Steve Williams 
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Allison Henry 

Secretary 

Gerry Martin 
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Sue Thomas 

Outings 
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Web Site: 

Deborah Waggett 

Web Master 


THANK YOU 

This, my first newsletter note as President, will be a note of 
thanks. The first thank you goes to the Killington Board of 
Directors for their trust in me to appoint me as your president 
for the coming year. I will not let you down. 

My second thank you goes out to the folks who stepped up to 
represent the Section at the EMS Club Days event in April. 
Allison, Henry, Tom Copps and Herb Ogden gave there time 
to put a face on the Green Mountain Club, Killington Section, 
and Long Trail. Their efforts earned the Section $140.00 in 
donations and a new member. Aside from the monetary gain, 
the importance of sharing our love for and commitment to the 
trail with others and, hopefully, igniting the same fire and 
commitment in them cannot be overstated. The future of the 
Trail and the other wild places we currently enjoy depends on 
developing an understanding and respect for those places with 
the youth who will be responsible for their care in the years to 
come. 

The weather is changing and the black flies will soon be gone. 
Lets go for a hike and take a friend with you. 

Wayne Krevetski, Killington Section President 


IN MEMOR1AM 

We sadly note the passing of our friend, John Little. John was 
an avid hiker and along with his dog/hiking partner, Sammi, 
was an active participant in Killington Section outings. John’s 
quiet good humor will be greatly missed, and we extend our 
sincere condolences to Betty and all the family. 


Contact Information - Web Site - http://web.mac.com/gmckillington 


Viv Bebee 
Tom Copps 
Allison Henry 
Wayne Krevetski 
Gerry Martin 
Herbert Ogden 
Bob Perkins 
Sue Thomas 
Deborah Waggett 
Steve Williams 


14 Belmont A venue, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-3855, lwalter@sover.net 
78 North Main Street, //Apt. 3, Rutland, VT 05701, 774-5144, tcopps@sover.net 
47 West St., Apt. #1, Rutland. VT 05701, 775-1627, allisonnorton I @gmail.com 
22 Roberts Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701, 282-2237, wkrevetski@hotmail.com 
998 Lincoln Hill Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-2244, gdmartin2020@vahooo.com 
214 South End Road, Mount Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@ vermontel . net 
6 Rachel Drive, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
27 Clinton Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

21 Academy Street, Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purpleieep99@hotmail.com 
682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgOO@comcast.net 
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This iT That 


GMC Annual Meeting ; June 10-12, hosted by Ottauquechee Section at Camp Plymouth State Park, with activities, 
meals and hikes planned in addition to the meeting itself. For details and registration information, see the Spring LTN or 
check www.greenmountainclub.org . 

Killington Section Board Meeting : June 21*, 6:00 p.m. at Seward’s Restaurant, North Main Street. 


PLEASE!!!!!! Viv Bebee and Larry Walter will be on vacation the end of August through first week of September. The 
next issue of Smoke & Blazes must be ready for the printer no later than August 19 th . It would be so helpful if, when you 
lead a hike, you could send us your hike report shortly thereafter, as well as any other items you want included in the next 
issue. Sue Thomas will also need new hikes for the hike schedule sooner. If not, the September issue will not be going 
out until the end of September. Thanks for your help. 


GMC Trail Committee Meeting : April 14, PM at Waterbury Headquarters. 

Attendees: Larry Walter, Jen Wright (USFS employees). Herb Ogden, Wayne Krevetski, Dave Coppock. Several topics 
were discussed, but our primary reason for attending this meeting was to reaffirm the GMC policy of blazing trees to 
achieve “inter-visibility” between the same. The use of the trail has progressed steadily towards a 4-season form of 
recreation. This has made it very difficult to find a snow covered path in certain sections, one being the popular stretch 
running south from Route 73. Dave Coppock and I will probably plan a general maintenance day for this segment (along 
with others) when we’ll bring the blazing up to standard. Any volunteer painters? LW 


Outing Reports 

TAMARACK NOTCH. BREWERS CORNERS. February 26. 201 1, by Sue Thomas, leader 

One of this snowy season’s big dumps having occurred overnight, we decided not to assume any parking would be 
available at the Notch so early and opted for a snowshoe up the Bucklin Trail to the bridge instead. This had the added 
benefit of no snowmobiles, making for a much more peaceful hike, and the new snow sparkling in the sun was a treat. 

When we had almost reached the bridge, we looked back to see a late arrival - our shortest Killington Section member, 
Burdock Parker, was barreling gamely through the powder. No easy feat when the snow is deeper than you are tall. He 
was pleased to find that he had arrived just in time for lunch, probably his goal all along. 

After lunch, we decided it was too pretty to go home, so continued on up the trail for a bit before turning back, making 
way now and then for back-country skiers coming down from Killington. Alas, no one seemed lost, which was a bit of a 
disappointment. We had looked forward to pointing them toward the long walk out to Route 4. Yes, we are evil! 


THE DOME, POWNAL . March 13, 201 1, by Larry Walter, leader 

The weather report was awful, but two other fools, er GMC’ers showed up at the park. It’s a long drive to Pownal, so we 
decided to come up with something closer and relatively wimpy. Seeing as how Sue was the only one with a car, Tom 
and I piled into the venerable “Bob” and took a quick run over to Pine Hill Park. The hike/shoe up through the park was 
nice and quiet, with just a couple others out on the trails. Gas saved: check. Hiked some winter fat off: check. Put a 
couple more miles on Bob: check. It’s nice hiking with good people, just about in any weather. 
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COY HILL RD AND BUXTON RD- MIDDLETOWN SPRINGS. April 17. 201 1. bv Diane Bargiel. leader 


Mud and rainy season had arrived, so come Sunday morning of our scheduled hike, there was a real concern about the 
weather and the temperature. Storms north of Route 4 had been predicted, and as I walked out on my back deck, I could 
literally see the dividing line above my own yard (the north side of which had nasty clouds and the south had more puffy 
clouds with some visible sky). 

I called folks to see if they were going to take a chance. Barry, Barb, Sue, Tom, and Larry were the hearty souls that 
morning who listened to me as I said something about there being no rain at all above East Poultney, and the word from 
Middletown Springs shared the same news. On top of that, the temperature was comfortable. 

So, everyone got in their cars to meet me, even though it had been pouring in Rutland and Shrewsbury all morning long. 
Imagine how I felt then, when I drove out of my garage about 15 minutes prior to the meeting time and was hit with 
sprinkling raindrops that turned into a steady rain. I was sweating it out that I’d have a bunch of folks a little annoyed 
with me, but luckily, everyone was in good humor and by the time we hit the trail-head, so-to-speak, the rain had stopped 
and I didn't get strung up for mucking up people’s day. Phew! 

The six-mile loop on dirt roads was lovely and included an alpaca farm (which is the site of the original Coy homestead), 
streams, signs of a dog-sled trail, beautiful views, a mix of conifers and budding hardwoods that were in the beginning 
stages of their spring awakenings, and an uphill and a downhill that gave us a nice balanced workout. By the way, the 
uphill climb on the west side of Coy Hill is more gradual than the east side. 

We finished with a meal at Sissy’s Kitchen on her front porch on Route 140 just past the intersection with Route 133 
where we had originally gathered. Then we checked out the cemetery across the street where we read some very dark and 
ominous grave stones from the 1 8th and 19th centuries. 1 don't know about the rest of the gang, but I'm glad that 1 didn't 
live around those folks! 

It ended up being a fun and nourishing walk without any rain. Many thanks to the gang for being such good sports and 
good company. 


BOTANY AND BIRDING AT SHAW MOUNTAIN. BENSON. Mav 14. 201 1, bv Connie Younestrom, leader 

Our group of seven was just the perfect size for a slow-paced ramble on the footpath at Shaw Mountain. This Nature 
Conservancy preserve is host to a wide array of spring wildflowers and many rare plants. We could comfortably gather in 
close to observe the plants growing at our feet or crane our necks while searching for an elusive songbird in the greening 
treetops. Thankfully, the forecasted rain held off until we returned to our cars at the trailhead, even though the skies 
remained dark and brooding and the air cool. Highlights for plants included Purple Virgin’s Bower, a rare little Wild 
Clematis that is at its northern most reach at Shaw Mountain. Ironically, one of the rambling vines draped lavishly over 
an invasive honeysuckle shrub. Not far away, an interesting double form of White Trillium was spotted. It sported six 
sepals and six leaves rather than the usual three. Barb aptly renamed it “sexillium” and took some excellent photos of the 
plant. The usual list of spring flowers - Dutchman’s Breeches, Squirrel Com, many Violet species. Barren Strawberry, 
and more. A partial list of the birds heard or seen included Ovenbird, American Redstart, Black-Throated, Green, Black, 
White and Yellow Warblers, Common Yellowthroat, Swamp Sparrow, Ruffed Grouse, Tufted Titmouse, Red-Bellied 
Woodpecker, Baltimore Oriole, Wood Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Eastern Wood Pewee, Red-Eyed Vireo, Cardinal, Rose- 
Breasted Grosbeak, Yellow-Throated Vireo, Scarlet Tanager and Great-Crested Flycatcher, just to name a few! A nice 
look at a Garter Snake, several Red Efts, an America Toad and an unseen Northern Grey Tree Frog that screamed from a 
treetop. 
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LYE BROOK FALLS. MANCHESTER. May 30, 201 1, by Sue Thomas, leader 


Our appointed day dawned stormy 
The rain date, it was worse. 

We settled then on Monday, 

And woke to rain, of course. 

As dark clouds loomed above the ridge 
With forecast grim and wet. 

We slathered on the bug spray. 

And to the falls we set. 

And there we found a wondrous sight- 
Not of the falls I speak. 

But lo, the sun, that yellow thing. 

Gone AWOL all last week! 

The blue sky went right to our heads. 
The hike out, oh so merry, 

We just had to share our joy. 

With Messrs. Ben and Jerry. 
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Viv Bebee, Editor 
1 4 Belmont Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trait News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 

Individual $40 

Family $50 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 
and categories for giving at a higher level. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ 


, to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 


maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, 


education 


Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 471 1 Waterbury - Stowe Road, 


Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


K1LLFNGTON SECTION. GMC OUTING SCHEDULE 


JUNE - SEPTEMBER 201 1 


Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy footwear, dress 
appropriately for the weather and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless otherwise noted, all trips 
leave from Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station off Center Street in Rutland City. Distances are round trip 
and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any 
questions. 

18 June, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Baker Peak, Ml Tabor Tom Copps 774-5144 

Climb to a viewpoint on Baker Peak via the Lake Trail. Some steep 
climbing - 2,350 feet elevation gain. Moderate, 5.6 miles. 

25 June, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

LT and Old Roads, Shrewsbury Herb Ogden 293-2510 

We will follow the Long Trail north from Route 103 to the beacon north of the 
Lottery Road, then return via old roads and a little bushwhacking past the Bullard 
Cemetery. Moderate, 6 miles. 

2 July, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Big Branch to Old Job, Mt. Tabor Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Hike along Ten Kilns Brook to the site of a once-thriving logging community 
and a real big pile of sawdust. Moderate, 3.5 miles, with option to go further 
along the brook. 

9 July, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Otter Creek Paddle, Clarendon Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

A moderate-length paddle for canoes or kayaks. Meet at Sears parking lot. 

16 July, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Mount Hanley, West Rutland Tom Copps 774-5144 

You see it every day from Rutland. Join us for a climb to the top. Some steep 
climbing, a little bushwhacking and great views. Moderate, 4 miles. 

23 July, Saturday, 8:30 a.m. 

Buck Mountain, Fort Ann, NY Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Climb to a beautiful rocky summit with garnet crystals and a stunning view of 
Lake George and the Adirondack Mountains. Moderate, 4.6 miles. 

31, July, Sunday, 8:30 a.m. 

Shaftsbury State Park, Shaftsbury Viv Bebee & Larry Walter 775-3855 

Paddle for canoes or kayaks, hike, swim, picnic. Something for everyone to relax and enjoy. 

Lake Shaftsbury is small, so an easy paddle. Hiking on Healing Springs Nature Trail, which 
goes around the Lake also crosses over Hemlock Island via bridges. Small fee for use of 
State Park will be charged per car. If poor weather is predicted for Sunday and Saturday looks 
better, we will do this on July 30 instead. Call leaders. 

5-7, August, Friday-Sunday 

100 ,h Anniversary Event - Backpack the Killington Section Allison Henry 775-1627 

Celebrate our milestone by hiking the entire 23 miles of the Killington Section. Call 
leader by August 1st for details and to reserve a space. 

20 August, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Haystack Mountain, Pawlet Steve Williams 645-9529 

We will climb to the summit for a spectacular view of the Mettawee River Valley 
and soaring hawks and falcons. Some steep climbing. Moderate, 4-5 miles. 


14 August, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Rattlesnake Point, Salisbury Larry Water 775-3855 

Hike to spectacular views of Lake Dunmore and Silver Lake from a series of 
comfortable ledges on the south flank of Mt. Moosalamoo. Our route will begin 
at the most northerly trailhead for the Falls of Lana. The bridge has been replaced 
above the Falls, so the hike will be relatively short. 1,100 feet elevation gain. 

Moderate, 4.5 miles. 

27 August, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Paddle the Poultney River Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

A relaxing paddle along the scenic Vermont/New York border. Easy, 5 miles. 

Rain date August 28. Meet at Sears parking lot. 


THURSDAY HIKES SCHEDULE 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of hikes for those who wish to enjoy their outings at a less 
strenuous pace. The hikes typically cover two to four miles, involve limited to moderate elevation gain, and try to avoid 
treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for Vermont weather. Meet on 
Thursdays at 9 am at the Godnick Center on Deer Street to car pool. We return in early to mid-aftemoon. Call hike 
leaders if you have questions. All are welcome. 

June 9 Eshqua Bog Nature Area, Hartland; Mt. Peg, Woodstock Renee Warren 747-4466 

Visit this wildflower and bog plant sanctuary (Lady’s Slippers!), then hike Mt. Peg. 

June 23 ChafTee Falls, Pittsford Edith Kellogg 775-1246 

This woodland walk along Furnace Brook ends at a lovely waterfall. Moderate. 

July 7 Trail Around Middlebury, Middlebury Tom Copps 774-5144 

Leader will select an interesting section of the TAM. 

July 21 Deer Leap, Killington Lyn/Jerry Ash 775-3481 

Climb the Deer Leap trail to both overlooks. Excellent views! Moderate. 

Aug. 4 Lily Pond, Bomoseen Tom Copps 774-5144 

Hike past beaver dams and old slate quarries to remote pond. Moderate. 

Aug. 18 Cookout - Gifford Woods, Killington Ann Perry 236-1780 

(free admission w/Green Mt. Passport*) Bring something to cook over our campfire. 

Enjoy a short hike or just relax. 

* Age 62? Obtain your lifetime Green Mountain Passport for $2 at your Town Clerk’s Office. 
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ilh-Oh Prickles got into Allyson's pack! 



Cheryl Martin and Barry performing the Patch 
Hollow Tragedy 





The latest in rain fashion at Spring Lake 


"You are here ' in Merck 
Forest 


Larry Walter at Chittenden 
Brook. 

Happy Centennial 
Killington Section! 



► 

The new Old Job Bridge. Massive 
wooden Birders! 







Killington Section Directors: 

Term expiration 2012 
Wayne Krevetski* 

Gerry Martin 
Herb Ogden 
Term expiration 2013 
Viv Bebee 
Tom Copps 
Steve Williams 
Term expiration 2014 
Allison Henry 
Sue Thomas* 

Dave Coppock 

’Second consecutive 3-year term. Not eligible for 
re-election. 


Killington Section Officers: 


Wayne Krevetski 

President 

Steve Williams 

Vice President 

Allison Henry 

Secretary 

Gerry Martin 

Treasurer 

Committee Chairs: 

Bob Perkins 

History 

Sue Thomas 

Outings 

Herb Ogden 

Trails & Shelters 

Wayne Krevetski 

Trails & Shelters 

Delegates to GMC Board: 

Allison Henry 

Director 

Steve Williams 

Alternate 

Smoke & Blazes: 

Viv Bebee 

Editor 

Larry Walter 

Assistant Editor 

Tom Copps 

Photo Editor 

Web Site: 

Deborah Waggett 

Web Master 


Editors Note * If you would rattier 
receive Smoke & dazes by email, 
please contact me. Thank you. 


NEW MEMBER 

Hi to all fellow members of the GMC. My name is Paul 
Norton and 1 am the proud father of Allison Norton. I 
recently became a GMC member this past March. 
Unfortunately, my hikes are limited to 2-mile walks through 
my South Buffalo neighborhood two or three times a week. I 
do look forward to hiking the woods of upstate NY every Fall 
during deer season. I am proud of Allison and her husband, 
Phil, and all of their accomplishments. The pictures they send 
me make me want to be there with you guys. This is just a 
little note to say “Hi” from a proud new member of the GMC. 

Paul V. Norton 
Buffalo, NY 



Contact Information - Web Site - httn://w eb.mac.com/gmckillington 


Viv Bebee 
Dave Coppock 
Tom Copps 
Allison Henry 
Wayne Krevetski 
Gerry Martin 
Herbert Ogden 
Bob Perkins 
Sue Thomas 
Deborah Waggett 
Steve Williams 


14 Belmont A venue. Rutland, VT 05701. 775-3855. lwalter@sover.net 

21 Engrem Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-5968, dscoppock@gmai I .com 

78 North Main Street, #Apt. 3, Rutland, VT 05701, 774-5144, tcopps@sover.net 
47 West St., Apt. #1, Rutland, VT 05701, 775-1627, allisonnortonl@gmail.com 

22 Roberts Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701, 282-2237, wkrevetski@hotmail.com 

998 Lincoln Hill Road, Shrewsbury, VT 05738, 492-2244, gdmartin2020@vahooo.com 
214 South End Road, Mount Tabor, VT 05253-9756, 293-2510, hogden@vermontel . net 
6 Rachel Drive, Rutland. VT 05701, 773-0184, RobertPerkins@alumni.UVM.edu 
27 Clinton Avenue, Rutland, VT 05701, 773-2185 

2 1 Academy Street, Fair Haven, VT 05743, 265-2024, purpleieep99@hotmail.com 
682 VT Route 30, West Pawlet, VT 05775, 645-9529, voorburgQO@comcast.net 
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This iT That 


100- Year Celebration 


Will Wiquist, new CEO of the Green Mountain Club, was the guest speaker at the 100 lh year anniversary celebration of 
the Killington Section, held on June 4, 201 1 at the Inn at Long Trail. Over 30 club members attended the GMC benefit 
dinner, hosted by Patty and Murray McGrath of the Inn at Long Trail. 

With help from research done by past president, Barry Griffith, of Shrewsbury. Will reviewed the early days of the 
Killington Section and how the Killington Section came to be. 

The following is a synopsis prepared by Killington Section member, Kathleen Krevetski, of Will’s presentation that 
evening: 

In 1 9 1 1 , the Vermont Magazine noted a meeting on October 4 ,h of that year that was organized by 
Margaret Clement where Green Mountain Club President, James P. Taylor, talked about the work and 
projects of the Green Mountain Club, with the result that the 25 people in attendance that night organized 
the Killington section, just one year after the founding of the Club. By 1913, with the Killington section 
on board, the Long trail stretched from Killington Peak to Smugglers Notch. From 25 members in 1911 to 
245 Killington Section members 100 years later, the Green Mountain Club today has grown to over 10,000 
members worldwide. 

For over one hundred years, the Green Mountain Club has been working to build and then maintain and 
promote the Long Trail and other hiking trails in Vermont. Will acknowledged the Killington Section has 
been an essential part of this organization. When the Green Mountain Club was first established at a 
meeting in Burlington in 1910, the first donation to the club was $100 from Mr. M.E. Wheeler of Rutland. 
Rutland County was the home of the Club from 1917 through 1978. Right there at the top of Sherburne 
Pass, Killington, Mortimer Proctor took the lead in paying for the famous Long Trail Lodge, which served 
as the Club’s central meeting place and home since 1923. The Lodge incorporated mossy rocks and used 
birch wood throughout, which eventually became such a popular tourist attraction that it was transferred to 
private management and unfortunately burned down in 1968. 

It was in that Lodge that the Club celebrated completion of the Long Trail in 1931. The Club later moved 
its offices first to downtown Rutland, then to Montpelier and eventually to Waterbury where we make our 
home today. 

There is something special about the Long Trail that has inspired dedication and sacrifice from Vermonters 
and non-Vermonters for more than 100 years. Will said for him it is the quiet breeze on the mountain tops, 
the exhilaration of seeing a splendid view, the sense of accomplishment one gets from besting a tough trail 
and working with others on a common mission. Like so many. Will admitted that when he first started 
hiking, it never occurred to him to ask who made the trails possible as they were part of the landscape. 

Despite its age, the Long Trail never fails to inspire hikers to commit so much time and energy into making 
the trails accessible and promoting the role of mountains in people’s lives. Now more than ever. Will 
knows it takes hard work and planning, with so many people making a difference and working together 
today to make the hikes of tomorrow possible. 

It is the members of the Green Mountain Club that do so much of that heavy lifting -literally and 
figuratively- that makes for the hiking experience we treasure. He told us two things he knows for sure 
since being with the Green Mountain Club for a little over a month: the Club is a great organization 
powered by great volunteers, and his boots are not waterproof enough for trail work during mud season. 

It is the volunteers that make this organization tick and all are welcome, because for every white blaze you 
paint on every red spruce on Dear Leap, there is a white blaze fading on a maple in Jay. Along with our 
partners in the Forest Service, the State government and the organizations such as the Appalachian Trail 
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Conservancy and ALDHA, we all come together and work hard to keep the trails open, safe, and beautiful 
today and for generations to come. We volunteer because we love the trails, we love the woods, we love 
Vermont and we love the Green Mountain Club. I (Will) ask that you continue to remind people of the 
role that the Green Mountain Club plays in making the Vermont Mountains play a larger part in the life of 
the people while maintaining and promoting the outdoor experience we all cherish. Thanks you all for your 
commitment to the Green Mountain Club. 


Volunteers Spend Over 200 Hours Getting Trails Ready for Summer 

By Herb Ogden, Section Trails & Shelters Co-Chair 

Since late November of 2010, at least 20 Killington Section volunteers have spent at least 200+ hours working 
on our trails and many more hours getting to and from work sites. I write “at least" because some folks do not 
keep track of their time. Co-Chair, Wayne Krevetski, and I do appreciate those who keep time records. The 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy and the U.S. Forest Service have an appetite for statistics. Also, being able to 
cite worker hours can come in handy when the GMC is lobbying for something in Montpelier. 

Here, in alphabetical order, is the Honor Roll of those who have checked sectors, cut brush, sawed and moved 
blowdowns, dug out ditches, painted blazes, carried or built bog bridging and repaired shelters: Dave 
Coppock, Tom Copps, Scott Erickson, Anne Gallivan, Barbara Griffith, Barry Griffith, Allison Henry, Lynda 
Hutchins, Wayne Krevetski, Joe Minard, Cindy Oas-Kirk, Herb Ogden, Debbie Schoch, Tom Shanahan, Cindy 
Taylor-Miller, Sue Thomas, Steve Walsh, Larry Walter, Steve Williams and Connie Youngstrom. There may 
well be others who have helped keep the trails in shape, but just have not told us. Many thanks to all! 

Our Lowland Work Party on May 7, 201 1 saw nine people fix the worst problems between Wallingford Gulf and 
the Gov. Clement Road. On June 4, 201 1 , National Trails Day, fourteen of us did the same between the Gov. 
Clement Road and the site of Tucker-Johnson Shelter on the LT and the Sherburne Pass Trail. Smaller 
groups or one-person work parties had already done the Bucklin Trail, the Killington Spur and the Canty Trail 
up Blue Ridge Mountain. In general, our trails are in good to excellent shape. 

This is not to say there is nothing left for folks to do. Bog bridging needs to be added or replaced in several 
areas, including south of the Keiffer Road, north of Gov. Clement Shelter, and near Jungle Junction on the 
ridge between Pico and Killington. We have purchased the materials, but people are needed to carry it in and 
spike it down. Various trails need brush lopped on the sides. Some stretches need to have blazes repainted. 
Signs need to be made for the Bear Mountain vista spur, Hermit Spring, the Gov. Clement Road crossing, the 
Canty Trail trailhead and various features around Gov. Clement Shelter, Pico Camp and Churchill Scott 
Shelter. We are scheduling a Fall work party, but individuals or small groups could do a lot in the meantime. 
For a full list, please see the Section Website or contact me or Co-Chair, Wayne Krevetski. 


Outing Reports 

THE HISTORY HIKE THAT BECAME A WORK PARTY. June 25. 201 1 , by Herb Ogden, leader 

This was supposed to be a loop hike: north on the LT from VT 103 to above the Lottery Road and then return via old 
roads and the Bullard Cemetery. But when the official forecast included an over 60% chance of thunderstorms, I decided 
it was not appropriate to have an official hike where we probably could not reach safety in time if the storms came our 
way. Instead, I invited volunteers to saw up and remove a small but intense area of new blowdowns just south of 
Clarendon Gorge. At least there, we had a good chance of reaching cover before a storm reached us. Barry Griffith and 
Sarah Beard joined in the effort. With the one man crosscut saw and a couple of bow saws, we reopened the trail. There 
were some pretty spectacular uprooted evergreens to deal with. The planned hike will be rescheduled for October. 
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OLD JOB TRAIL j-MOUNT T A BOR . July 2, 201 1, by S u e Th omas jeadgr 

Luckily, we had Barry along on our hike through the Old Job site to keep the ghost of Silas Griffith at bay. From all 1 
have read about him. he likely would have charged us a toll and made us buy our lunches at the company store! Barry's 
ancestor, and Vermont’s first millionaire, owned a logging and charcoal operation along Ten Kilns Brook. All that is left 
now of the village of Griffith is a hugh pile of sawdust, but a notebook at the Old Job shelter has old photos, maps and 
newspaper clippings. 

We had lunch by the very impressive new bridge at the shelter and then skedaddled before Old Silas could charge us a fee 
for use of the picnic table. Thank goodness he had not yet thought of a coin-operated outhouse! 


OTTER CREEK PADDLE. July 10. 201 1. by Barry and Barbara Griffith, leaders 

Paddlers: Barry, Mary, Jerry, Barbara, Barb, Steve. Lynda, Linda, Ted. Martha, Jen, Diane, Burdock (last names 
withheld to protect the perpetrators...) 

It rained Friday night. It rained hard. It rained a lot. I heard it. Wondering how high the Creek would be Saturday 
morning. Knew there would be much more water chugging along the Otter. By the time we got everyone assembled at 
the "put in spot," there were 12 people, 1 dog. 9 cars. You all know how the drill goes-everyone out, kayaks off vehicles, 
paddles, life vests and other paraphernalia. The drivers then back in their vehicles and off to where we would "take out" 
later at the bridge on Alfrecha Road. Reassemble the drivers in 2 vehicles and back to the "Trail Head." (So far so good?) 

"The water was murky. 

The people were perky" 

The water was moving right along. This is usually a fairly easy, but muddy spot to launch from. Now paraphernalia into 
kayaks, paddles, life vests and one by one, two by two we encounter very tippy conditions. Almost all in the Creek and we 
hear, "Where’s my paddle”? Oh no! A paddle has been left in a vehicle and that vehicle was back at the "take out!” Rats! 
Barry tosses his keys and away speeds Linda to retrieve her paddle. 

So we are a flotilla of 1 1 and 1 Burdock moving right along... trying to slow down a bit. 1 3 minutes later, we hear a Beep 
Beep! Before we know it, we are once again a complete group. As I said, the old river was moving right along. There 
were eddies, currents, small whirlpools and muddy water abounding. Then along came the stringers, debris across the 
waterway. When doing this trip with two people it is pretty quick. With 1 2 people to get around, over or through, it takes 
awhile. We were able to get around most sites. Branches were moved. Barry brought his trusty handsaw so we cut 
through other debris. Who would have thought we would have to do trail maintenance? Over logs, over branches, under 
this and that. The conditions were very tippy for some kayaks as currents caught one unawares and up against logs and 
such just under the surface. We were pushed sideways, backwards, every which way (even over, but I get ahead of 
myself!) 

"Over logs, over branches 

We hit the muddy trail 

As our Kayaks kept floating along (mostly)" 

The first one to capsize was Martha. Over she went. Now, if you have paddled Otter Creek you know that the riverbanks 
are steep and muddy. Places to get out are rare and today even rarer! We were glad she had her PFD on! She clung to 
her kayak as we floated along locating an appropriate place to get her ashore. It was about 10 minutes before we found a 
suitable place. Jerry luckily had his nifty hand pump. Others had dry clothes to warm her up. The "crew" all worked 
together to solve the problems. 

Once again, we were Off! More stringers and such. Cheering squads emerged to help everyone handle the stream issues. 
Then, my gosh, over goes Steve!! Again. I am grateful that he had his life vest on. His kayak takes in much water and 
once again the "Team" takes on the role of finding a landing strip, tugging the kayak to a tiny patch of land (almost 
capsizing another vessel in the process) and Jerry and his trusty pump are once again to the rescue. (His arms were 
growing weary, no room for anyone else to help out.) They get launched again and we are underway. 
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The group was growing weary. Luckily, we were nearing the end. We keep hearing. "How will we know where to take 
out?” We alleviated fears by indicating the bridge where the cars were waiting for us. Then, low and behold we were 
there!! Yea! One and all keep thanking us for a great trip. 1 certainly won't forget this one!! 12 in and 12 out (and 1 
dog). What an adventure we had!! Thank you all for "stepping up to the plate". 

(and I did not have my camera!!) 


BUCK MOUNTAIN, FORT ANN, NY, July 24, 201 1, by Sue Thomas, leader 

Hot, muggy and AWFUL was the consensus by the small group brave enough to assemble at the park on Saturday. Even 
having a “new” car with AC for the first time in years* did not make the prospect of slogging up the mountain appealing. 
So the decision was unanimous to reconvene the following day. when the weatherman had promised cooler temps and air 
that did not feel like a cotton-batting overcoat. 

Good choice! Sunday was a beautiful clear day and we were rewarded at the summit with spectacular views of Lake 
George and the Adirondack High Peaks, which we enjoyed while munching wild blueberries. Amazingly, we had it all to 
ourselves for quite a while. We watched the paddle wheel tourist boat chug up the Lake, reminisced about Barb's 
rattlesnake encounter at Tongue Moutain across the Lake, and I, for one, would not have traded places with the “beautiful 
people” at the ritzy island resort down below. 

*A note to the many friends of Bob the Car - Bob is enjoying a well-earned retirement in the country on a nice farm where 
he can run with all the other Neons. 


SHAFTSBURY STATE PARK, July 31. 201 1, by Larry Walter and Viv Bebee, leaders 

Five of us made the trip over to this wonderful little 80 acre pond. There’s a full picnic and swimming area on the east 
shore, complete with showers, boat rentals, toilets, grills and a little short -order establishment. The weather was very 
warm, but a nice breeze kept us comfortable. Just perfect for a quick trip around the pond on the nature trail (about a mile 
does the circuit). The trail runs along a pretty good stretch of wooden walkways elevated over the swampy portions of the 
shore. We were impressed with how well-maintained the paths and walkways were. We brought a collection of boats 
along, so we toured some of the wetlands on the far western side of the pond (a brief portage was necessary) where we 
encountered geese, cedar waxwings, a heron, woodpeckers, and several other, unidentified critters. The water temp was 
heaven and the swimming area had a nice, sandy bottom. Walking, paddling, reading, swimming and, of course, eating 
made for a relaxing day. Shaftsbury Lake is definitely worth a return trip next summer. Thanks for the company. 


RATTLESNAKE POINT, SALISBURY. August 14, 201 1. by Larry Walter, leader 

The weather didn't look that promising for the day’s hike, but the big thunder cells held off long enough for us to reach 
the point and get back off without getting sprinkled on. The new bridge at the Falls of Lana was impressive. It looks like 
it’ll be there for a while. The falls are always beautiful. 

It was muggy, but our deliberate pace up the Aunt Jenny Trail put us at the south-facing vista just before lunch. From 
there we took in a very nice view of the Greens along with a good portion of Silver Lake. We worked our way around to 
the west-facing lookout just in time to watch a sailboat race on Lake Dunmore. 

Our return followed the same route until we reached the penstock where we bailed off westerly to the highway and a 
quick trip south along the same to our cars. If you know where to look, there are inscriptions left by the settling family 
close to the penstock and another very nicely chiseled homage to Aunt Jenny by her son, down by the northerly parking 
lot. Seven in and seven out. A good day. 
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Killinqton Section Directors’ Meeting 


Minutes of Directors’ Meeting 
June 21, 2011 

By Allison Henry, Secretary 

(Edited by Viv Bebee - For complete transcript of the these Minutes, contact Allison Henry) 

Present: Wayne Krevetski, Steve Williams, Allison Henry, Sue Thomas, Vivian Bebee and Herb Ogden.. 

Meeting called to order at 6:55 p.m. Minutes approved from 3/26/1 1 meeting. 

Report from Allison Henry on highlights from Main Club Annual Meeting on 6/1 1/1 1 : 

Change to By-Laws, allowing businesses or organizations to have voting rights as GMC members. 

Welcome to Will Wiquist, new Executive Director 

Trail relocation in Duxbury area due to Winooski River crossing. 

Should Main Club have a fund specifically to address legal costs (i.e. Lowell Wind Project)? 

Volunteer picnic 9/17/1 1 in Londonderry. 

Displays given to each Section, includes photos, literature, etc. 

Highlights of Trails and Shelters report by Wayne and Herb: 

Bog bridging needs installation at Keiffer Road and Canty Trail. 

Pico Camp was recently worked on by Killington Section. 

Confusing road crossing just south of Governor Clement. 

Killington Section earned $7.00 from bottle returns from Cooper Lodge. 

G.E. Green Team to work on draining project on the Trail north of the Lottery Road. 

Smoke and Blazes report by Viv Bebee: Positive feedback on the newsletter, especially the photos on the front page. 
Reminder to send in your hike reports! Option to receive S&B via email. 

Deb Waggett, webmaster, wants more information for Killington Section website, newer pictures, links to YouTube and 
Facebook. 

Outings report by Sue Thomas: Space needed for Fall potluck as Godnick Center not available. 

Other business: 

l()0 ,h Anniversary Celebration events discussion. 

Discussion of possible candidates to Fill vacant seat on Board of Directors. Dave Coppock will replace 
Jennifer Wright. 

Dinner at Inn at Long Trail on National Trails Day: 30 plus people attended, raised over $300 after costs, as 
well as over $100 from the raffle. Discussion on making this an annual event and having dinner on a day 
other than National Trails Day (i.e. Sunday evening rather than Saturday evening) due to difficulty with 
Finishing trail work and getting to the dinner on time. 

James P. Taylor series: discussion on whether or not to sponsor a presentation. 

Sections to enter their own Hike Schedules on Main Club calendar through use of a code given by Main Club. 
Town of Killington working on new town trail system to link up with the AT near Thundering Brook Falls; 
asked for Killington Section collaboration. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. Next meeting date not set. 
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Viv Bebee, Editor 
14 Belmont Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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A 



LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT. is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 

Individual 

Family 

Senior/Student/Volunteer 

. . . $40 
...$50 
..$22 

ADDRESS: 

Contact us for information on life memberships 
and categories for giving at a higher level. 

PHONE: 



E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 471 1 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


K1LL1NGTON SECTION. GMC 


OUTING SCHEDULE 


SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 201 1 


Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless 
otherwise noted, all trips leave from Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station off Center Street in 
Rutland City. Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in 
level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

3 September, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Bird Mountain, Castleton Tom Copps 774-5144 

A steep climb with some bushwhacking, rewarded with a great view. 

Moderate, 4 miles. 

10 September, Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 

Shrewsbury History Hike, Shrewsbury 

We will visit Picnic Rock and the old firing range 
bushwhacking 

17 September, Saturday, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Volunteer Appreciation Picnic, Londonderry 

If you have pitched in maintaining the Long Trail, manning an information booth, 

selling raffle tickets or serving on the Board, this day is for you! See the Long Trail 

News for details or call Mari to RSVP at (802) 244-7037 x24 or m /aga rins dgreenmountainc lub . org 

24 September, Saturday, 8:30 a.m. (rain date September 25) 

100 <h Anniversary Event, Killington via the historic Summit Hotel Road 

Local historian, Justin Lindholm, will guide us up to the site of the old hotel and 
share his experiences in discovering and mapping this historic abandoned road. 

Difficult, bushwhacking and steep, 7 miles. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

1 October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Bromley Mountain, Peru 

Climb to spectacular views from an observation tower. We will follow the 

LT/AT south from Mad Tom Notch. Moderate with climbing, 5 miles. Allison Henry 775-1627 

8 October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. (rain date October 9) 

Around Chittenden Reservoir, Chittenden 

Starting at the site of the abandoned town of New Boston, we will travel 

old roads down to the Reservoir and Lefferts Pond. Moderate, 4 miles. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

15 October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Slack Hill, Coolidge State Park, Plymouth 

A nice hike through a mix of hardwood and conifer forest with view of 
Mt. Ascutney from the vista. 

Moderate, 550 feet elevation gain, 4-5 miles. Vivian Bebee & Larry Walter 775-3855 

22 October, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Shrewsbury Peak 

Climb to the 3,700 foot summit via the Black Swamp Trail for views of the 
surrounding mountains. Moderate with steep climbing, 1,300 feet elevation 

gain, 5 miles. Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 


. Moderate with a bit of 

Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 


30 October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Pico Peak, Killington 

Ascend via the Sherburne Pass Trail to the summit at 3,957 feet. There may be 

snow at the top, so be prepared. Difficult, 6 miles. Tom Copps 774-5144 

5 November, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. (rain date November 6) 

Work Party 

Help put the trails to bed for the winter. Wear sturdy shoes and bring work 

gloves. Tools will be provided. Herb Ogden 293-2510 

12 November, Saturday, 9:00 .am. (rain date November 13) 

Burlington Bike Path, Burlington 

A safe hunting season walk along the shore of Lake Champlain, with stunning 
views of the Adirondack Mountains. If it is too cold and windy to walk, we 
will visit the ECHO Lake Aquarium & Science Center on the waterfront 

instead (entrance fee). Possible stop for dinner on the way home. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

19 November, Saturday, 5:30 p.m. 

100 ,h Anniversary Event 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 
Hillside Road, Rutland City 

Our annual Fall potluck this year will be a celebration of the Killington 
Section's 1 00 th year, with displays and a slide presentation. Please contact 
Barry Griffith or Sue Thomas if you have anything of interest to contribute. 

All are welcome. Bring your own place setting and a dish to share. Sue Thomas 773-2185 

27 November, Sunday 
Road Walk 

Another safe hunting season walk on dirt roads. Call for time and place Diane Bargiel 413-687-1109 

4 December, Sunday, 

Merck Forest, Rupert 

We have not yet decided which trails we will be taking, but the hike will be 

moderate with some steep climbing, 4-5 miles. Vivian Bebee & Larry Walter 775-3855 

THURSDAY HIKES SCHEDULE - 201 1 

Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of hikes at less strenuous pace, typically cover 2-4 
miles, moderate elevation gain and try' to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy 
footwear, and be prepared for Vermont weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9 am at the Godnick Center on Deer 
Street to car pool. Call hike leaders if you have questions. All are welcome. 

Sept, 1 Bald Mountain — Aitken State Forest, Mendon Lyn/Jerry Ash 775-3481 

This challenging hike offers panoramic views of mountains, valleys, Rutland City. 

Sept. 15 Hawk Hill, Brandon Edith Kellogg 775-1246 

Follow the forest trail to the site of old Brandon and surrounding area. Moderate. 

Sept. 29 Emerald Lake State Park, North Dorset George Butts 483-2891 

Explore the trails on varied interesting terrain around Emerald Lake. Moderate. 

Oct. 13 Big Branch Bridge, Mt. Tabor George Butts 483-2891 

Explore the Big Branch area on the Long Trail. New suspension bridge. 

Oct. 27 Chittenden Brook, Chittenden Edith Kellogg 775-1246 

Follow an old wood road along the course of a pretty stream. Moderate. 
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Carol Wright, Larry Walter and Ruth Hare on Baker Peak 



The Long Trail wipe-out between 
the Cold River Roads 






Connie Youngstrom and Phoebe on Shaw Mountain with 
Sue Thomas and Carol Wright 




Larry and Barry marching up Coy Hill 
in Middletown Springs 


Mount Cardigan, early winter October 2005 


Prickles joins our Pot Luck. Artwork by Sue the Artist 
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This n’ That 


100 lh Anniversary Event, bv Vivian Behce 

For those of you who were not at our Fall potluck this year, you missed a special treat indeed. Cindy Miller and Barry 
Griffith gave us a wonderful, historical slideshow and commentary presentation. There were seven (past and present) 
Presidents of the Killington Section in attendance: Wayne Krevetski, Barry Griffith. Herb Ogden, Rob Carey, Sue 
Carey, John Martin and Janet Martin. Also, Bob Perkins, Rob Carey and Herb Ogden shared with us most interesting 
reminiscences of their “collective” years as members of the Club. Last, but very not least, Allison Henry created an 
imaginative and edible “Prickles Porcupine,” which included a cheese ball with pretzel sticks for quills and black olives 
for eyes, and Sue Thomas created a chocolate cake of the Killington Section of the Long Trail (miniature, of course) with 
white chocolate chips for the LT, blue M&M’s for side trails and many artistically-detailed signs, depicting a Patch 
Hollow miniature Barry Griffith in grass skirt. Sink Hole, “commodious commode” outhouse, Churchill Scott shelter and 
Pico Camp, to name just a few, and a bridge of toothpicks and string over Clarendon Gorge. Many thanks to all those 
mentioned above, as well as to the “cooks,” for their hard work, time and effort so graciously given. 

Outing Reports 

SNAKE MOUNTAIN. April 2. 2011, by Allison Henry, leader 

When I put this hike on the schedule in January 201 1, 1 was dreaming of sunny, 70 degree weather. You never know, it 
could happen. We woke up to a grey, damp day with questions of “should we even go?” Since there was no voracious 
downpour or freezing rain, the answer was, of course, “yes.” Two groups met at the Mountain Road (west side) 
trailhead for a total of five happy hikers. At the trailhead, the weather was sunny and in the high 50’s. YAY! The 
second most exciting part of the hike occurred here. In the middle of the parking lot there was a giant femur. Other 
bones were nearby. There turned out to be a whole animal carcass (cow?) wrapped in plastic in the woods beyond the 
lot. Probably an enterprising dog had dragged some of the parts into the parking lot, no doubt called off by a horrified 
owner. Off we went to the trail, admiring Sue’s house along the way. We followed the carriage road up to the summit, 
w hich was a mix of frozen mud and long section of old, packed snow. Snowshoes were not really needed, but stepping 
off the previously-trodden, packed snow resulted in sinking up to your knees in soggy, wet snow. The summit was 
sunny, but very, very windy. A group of college-age students were sunning themselves on the slab, but we older folks 
did not prefer such extreme conditions. The first most exciting part of our trip occurred at the summit. Despite the sun, 
we could see that it was getting suspiciously darker. Huddled on the summit slab, we could see a giant, dark, swirling 
cloud of snow hovering over the Adirondacks, inching toward us. We made our way down the side trail a ways to the 
pond and had a quick lunch, watching the swirling cloud get closer and closer. The sun disappeared and one or two 
snowflakes fell as we descended. A few moments later, the sun reappeared and the sky turned blue again. We could still 
see out over the valley from the trail, and there were no angry clouds or snowflakes in sight. The rest of the hike was 
uneventful, and upon reaching our cars, we were reluctant to leave. A good time was had by all. Make no bones about 
it! If you don’t like the weather in Vermont, wait five minutes. 

KILLINGTON SECTION ANNIVERSARY HIKE. August 7. 201 1, by Allison Henry 

This year marks the 1 00 th anniversary of the Killington Section of the Green Mountain Club. To commemorate the 
occasion, we arranged an “end to end” hike of the portion of the Long Frail that the Killington Section maintains, from 
Route 140 to Route 4. We did about 23 miles over three days. I was joined by member Joe Minard and friend Kathi, as 
well as the very famous Prickles Porcupine! Prickles had been shuttled down to Rutland the day before by one Dave 
Hardy, himself. Our Outings Director, Sue Thomas, joined us for the first half of the trip, and Section President, Wayne 
Krevetski, showed up a little later on the first day and participated for the rest of the journey. The purpose of this hike 
was not only to mark the Killington Section’s anniversary, but also to give us a chance to admire our beautiful Section. 
Part of the reason for scheduling this hike for August was to informally spread word among the many hikers, LT end-to- 
enders and AT thru-hikers along the Trail about the Green Mountain Club and our mission. Our Section was in great 
shape, not only due to our efforts, but also due to work in current and previous seasons by the Long Trail Patrol and even 
VYCC. To further celebrate our anniversary, we took the “historic” route of the Trail after crossing Route 1 03, which 
means we went up an old road past a Crowne Point Road marker rather than climbing the “Great Gulch.” As a result, we 
ended up at Clarendon Shelter campsite ahead of some very speedy thru-hikers, who had gotten off the Trail for a few 
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hours to go to the Whistle Stop. They did a double-take when they saw we had arrived first! At the campsite that night, 
there were 14 tents: AT and LT northbounders and southbounders, a few weekenders and us, for a total of 22 people. 
Sue seemed disappointed to leave us the next morning as we headed through the fields of the Lottery Road area. We had 
lunch at Governor Clement and admired last year's improvements. Killington was a long, difficult climb that literally 
took ALL DAY. During our toil up Killington, we met Kim aka Bliss, the Coolidge Range ridgerunner. We finally 
reached Cooper Lodge in the late afternoon and found ourselves engulfed in a cloud. In the shelter, we encountered two 
SOBO AT hikers, Whisky and J-Tree, who are veterans of the Long Trail Patrol. Turns out they had already met 
Prickles and had been in the car with her on her shuttle to Rutland. Kathi, Prickles and I opted to spend the night in 
Cooper Lodge, since its days are numbered, and had it to ourselves except for one tiny toilet paper-thieving mouse. The 
gentlemen tented on the platforms. Unfortunately, it started raining soon after everyone turned in for the night, which 
meant a soggy trek out in the morning. I especially enjoyed the section from Cooper north to Jungle Junction because it 
is a beautiful, remote-feeling section of trail and I am the section checker. To maintain the historic nature of our hike, 
we walked out on the Sherburne Pass Trail aka “The Old Trail.” Long Trail Ale was waiting for us at the trailhead 
courtesy of Phil Henry Shuttle Services, Inc.! 


HAYSTACK (PAWLET). August 20, 201 1. by Steve Williams, leader 

Thanks to Sue Thomas' guidance of a Rutland contingent, the complete group assembled with Steve Williams and Diane 
Bargiel from elsewhere at the Waite Hill Road trailhead just about on the nose of 10:00 a.m. About an hour and a 
quarter took the group to the summit via a short portion of Tunket Hill Road, followed by a Nature Conservancy trail 
almost to the summit, thence by what seems to be a generally recognized right-of-way on a limited section of private 
property to the summit itself; an easy trail with only one brook crossing, and a steeper pitch towards the summit. From 
the fortunately cleared summit, there are fine views of the Mettowee Valley, Lake St. Catherine, Killington and the 
eastern Adirondacks. Using the leader’s as yet unrecognized expedition efficiency index (“EEI”) (equals the rewards 
divided by the required effort to reach a given location), a high result was expected for the summit and was indeed 
measured. After a refreshing lunch break at the summit, a one hour ramble returned the group to the trailhead. 

FALL HIKES AFTER IRENE. September 24. 201 1 and October 8. 201 1. Sue Thomas, leader 

Our hikes this .Fall of 201 1 have involved a good deal of improvisation and last-minute rerouting, thank you Irene 
(grumble). She fuddled both the 100 ,h anniversary trek up the historic Killington carriage road and my October hike 
around Chittenden Reservoir. Both areas remained off-limits due to storm damage and the minor detail of access roads 
that were no longer there. That Irene was nothing if not thorough. 

So, in September, we decided that if we couldn’t climb Killington, we could at least look at it from a distance and settled 
on Grandpa's Knob in Hubbardton. We could see when we got there that Irene had had her way with Belgo Road, as 
well, but repairs had been made and we had a very nice hike to the ridge top. 

In October, I chose Moscow Pond and Glen Lake as a substitute destination. It was one of those gloriously warm, blue 
sky days that we think about while scraping the ice off our windshields in December, and what better place to be than a 
trail along the lakeshore. Ahhh! We checked out the beaver lodge on Moscow Pond, enjoyed lunch at the Glen Lake 
overlook and basked in the sun at each and every peninsula along the shore, where the water reflected the brilliant blue 
sky and gold autumn leaves. A stop for ice cream at the country store completed our perfect day. You may now resume 
ice scraping. 

PICNIC ROCK HISTORY HIKE. September 10, 201 1. Barb and Barry Griffith, leaders 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Irene’s destruction from two weeks before, we were wondering if we should cancel this 
trip, but decided to go forth knowing that we would have to change the hike parameters and modify the trip a bit. The 
CCC Road being closed and gated, we obtained permission to park in Karen and John Lorentz’s driveway. Having to 
walk in to our starting point added another three miles to this adventure. Being a democratic society, the participants 
were polled as to whether they wanted to do the climb to Picnic Rock or a walk out to the firing range as we knew we 
could not do both. The vote was cast for the rock, and we ventured forth. The day was glorious; 1 1 individuals set out 
to learn some history of the CCC Road, picnic area and such. Within '/a mile, Shrewsbury Peak rose in the distance at a 
height of 3,737 (not our destination today). We would soon be on its NW slope. 
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The Griffiths pointed out old insulators in trees on the south side of the road that they understand were to bring 
communications to the firing range. Meeting House rock was next on the agenda, where some of Shrewsbury’s earliest 
church services were held. The natural amphitheater was evident. We paused for reflection. Soon the group was at the 
Picnic Pavilion where, today, only a chimney stands, remnants of the grand building from yestery ear. A photo of the 
area was passed around showing the former building, the well house and the clearing all around. 


We proceeded up Russell Hill to the Russell Hill Shelter, hiking along the side trail to Shrewsbury Peak. From here, 
there were a few rights and lefts along trails, snowmobile paths. Catamount Trail paths and logging roads until we 
reached our destination at Picnic Rock. (To be accurate, we went left off the CCC Road, left off the Peak Trail, right off 
the Vast Trial, left off the logging road, right off the secondary logging road, right into the Rock.) 


After much admiration of what we believe is Shrewsbury’s largest glacial erratic, the party celebrated a picnic in 
memory of all the picnics that had gone before. A measuring tape was produced and the dimensions of the boulder were 
recorded as 25 feet tall and 100 feet in circumference. Doing online research, a cubic foot of granite weights 165 lbs. 
(some rock is heavier than others are). Playing with these numbers, our estimate is that Picnic Rock weighs a whopping 
1,237 tons (more or less). 


Our return trip was a stroll through the old CCC-built picnicking sites. Remnants of fireplaces are still in use. We even 
came upon a swing and enjoyed more leisure time before heading back out to our vehicles. Our next history hike will be 
to the firing range, outhouse and stone shelter on October 22. This too has been modified. We planned on Shrewsbury 
Peak, but the Black Swamp Road has washed out. Perhaps the Peak in the spring of 2012! 

WORK PARTY. November 5. 201 1, by Herb Ogden, Trails & Shelters Committee Co-Chair 

On a beautiful, sunny fifth of November, eight people showed up to help put our trails to bed. If we’d had twice the 
number, we could have done it pretty thoroughly. As it was, two people cleared waterbars from Wallingford Gulf to the 
top of Bald Mountain, two cleared from Clarendon Shelter to the Lottery Road, two cleared from US 4 to the Tucker- 
Johnson shelter site and then out the AT and Sherburne Pass Trail south to Sherburne Pass, and two went to the Keiffer 
Road to lug the bog bridging, which had been left there in the Spring, into the brook to install it. All but the last two did 
fine. The last two searched high and low and right and left for the lumber and finally reluctantly concluded that someone 
had stolen it. All they could do was shim up some of the existing, rotting bog bridging and improve the side ditching just 
south of the road. They then scouted a possible relocation of the Long Trail south of the Upper Cold River Road. 

What a lack of volunteers left undone was the entire Canty Trail up Blue Ridge Mountain, the Sherburne Pass Trail south 
of US 4 to the ski trail, and the Long Trail from Jungle Junction, to Shrewsbury Peak Junction. The first two, especially, 
have scores of waterbars. Please, if you have the time and energy, consider borrowing a hoe from Co-Chair, Wayne 
Krevetski, and clearing waterbars before the snow is too deep. 

The Honor Roll for this work party was Tom Copps, Allison Henry, Cindy Miller (Ms. Gorp), Cindy Oas-Kirk, Herb 
Ogden, Gregg Rickert, Sue Thomas and Larry Walter. 


Killington Section Directors’ Meeting 

Minutes of Directors’ Meeting 
September 27, 201 1 
By Allison Henry, Secretary 

Present: Wayne Krevetski, Steve Williams, Gerry Martin, Allison Henry, Tom Copps, Sue Thomas, Dave Coppock, 
Herb Ogden and Vivian Bebee. 
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Meeting called to order by Wayne at 6:08 p.m. It was unanimously passed that Dave Coppock be officially appointed to 
the Board. Welcome to Dave, new Director! “Close the door before he bolts! " Minutes approved from 6/21/11 
meeting. 

We discussed the format of the minutes, both for on-record and for publication in Smoke & Blazes. The Editor of Smoke 
& Blazes has abbreviated the minutes at times due to space constraints. Allison offered to provide the Editor with a short 
version and a long version, but following discussion, it was informally decided to stick with current procedures: Allison 
will write minutes as usual and provide copies to the Board; Vivian will either print the minutes as is or edit for space. 

Treasurer's Report by Gerry Martin: 

donation of $100 from the Killington Section (from Raffle at Inn at Long Trail dinner in June) was acknowledged 
with a thank you note from the Main Club. 

cds will roll over in mid-October; will keep accounts as they are. Yield painfully low. 

Kirk Funds paid out for lumber. 

Discussion regarding Kirk fund: Can we use only the interest? What is the principal balance we need to 
maintain? Can we draw from this fund for post-Irene repairs? Still can’t find a clear answer in previous records or 
minutes. Herb suggested that he speak with Barry and Barb to get a summary of what they know; Allison and Sue will 
re-check old minutes. 

Report approved by Ogden/Williams. 

GMC Main Club report provided by Director, Allison Henry. Highlights: 

Long Trail Patrol was off the trail due to Irene; instead worked in local communities for flood clean-up, including 
Waterbury, Jamaica and Newfane. 

Auditor has visited again; found “no red flags.” Recommended better segregation of duties as well as clear 
documentation of use of restricted donations because donors expect it. 

Lowell Project Update (this refers to the Wind Project in Lowell near Belvidere Mountain): Appeals are in 
progress, but the company is “ignoring” them for now and proceeding with the project. No further role for GMC at this 
point. No word yet from FAA on light system (lights are required on some of the tallest turbine towers; new technology 
is available that would allow the lights to turn on only when a plane is in range rather than blinking all night and 
destroying the view). A State energy plan has been put out. It can be viewed and the public can make comments at 
vtenergvplan.vermont.gov . Make comments as a private citizen; GMC will make its own statement. We still need to 
work on the wording of our wind power policy. 

This year is the 20 ,h anniversary of the Taylor Series; Sections are encouraged to hold an event. Can be held at no 
charge to the public; option to solicit donations. 

Current membership, 10,177; lots of positive media exposure this year including the Winooski project, new 
Killington Map, the renewable energy design of the Main Club HQ, and the new trail in the Northeast Kingdom. The 
Washington Post even covered the Long Trail Patrol. 

The 2012 Annual Meeting will be held at Jay Peak resort. 

The GMC is now responsible for all of the Appalachian Trail in Vermont. Care of the Long Trail from VT Route 
12 to the Connecticut River was recently handed over to us from the Dartmouth Outing Club and approved with a Board 
vote. According to the O-Section, this section of trail “needs work but is comparatively undemanding.” 

New trail in Northeast Kingdom has been built — ground broke on July 1 1; one and a half miles built in eight days. 
Hoping to eventually go 17 miles to Island Pond. 

Trails and Shelters Report by Herb and Wayne: 

Most of LT/AT is open except for 103 to 4 and some side trails. Worst damage is in Shrewsbury area. Several 
bridges are out along the Trail and local roads, and a section of the trail has slid into Sargent Brook north of the Gould 
Brook crossing. Partnering with Forest Service on relocating and eventually reopening in this area. Safety is a concern. 
There are rumors of mud and landslides. 
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Shrewsbury is looking into FEMA funds for bridge on Governor Clement Road. 

Dave Hardy in conjunction with some of our local people has proposed a road walk to circumvent the area, with 
signs posted. Once the Forest Service lets us back in, we can scout out and build a relocation, which is expected to cover 
about four tenths of a mile. Herb expects this would be an afternoon project for about half a dozen people. The 
Manchester section has also offered assistance. There was a motion to approve Dave Hardy’s road walk, then once the 
area is reopened, Herb and Wayne would then work with Dave on a relocation (Ogden/Thomas); this was approved by 
the Board. Our proposed road walk was: West on the Cold River Road to the Wilmouth Hill Road; North on the 
Wilmouth Hill Road; East on the Upper Cold River Road; North on the Gilman Road; East on the Gov. Clement Road; 
and North on the LT to Gov. Clement Shelter, fording the W. branch of Sargent Brook, if necessary, where we lost the 
pedestrian bridge. 

Sherburne Pass Trail is not in restricted area, but no report of conditions. The Bucklin rail is okay — both bridges 
are there but there is a relo needed on a section between the bridges where the trail has been washed out. 


Smoke & Blazes Report by Vivian Bebee: 

Thank you for timely submissions. We have a lot of material. 

Discussion of web site. Do we need any changes? Could use an update in photos and material. Schedule has 
been updated. Vivian and/or Wayne will take to our web person. 

Outings Report by Sue Thomas: 

Hikes can be changed to work parties, especially if previously scheduled hike is in a closed area. 

Discussion; 10/15/1 1 hike changed to a work party. 

If you do cancel a hike, be sure to go to the park to make sure no one is waiting there. Also, if you cancel a hike 
due to lack of access, call Herb or Wayne ahead of time in case they want the hike changed to a work party. 

100 lh anniversary potluck — our potluck will once again be at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church on November 
19. Barry will be doing a presentation. Hoping to have past K-Section presidents attend. 

Other: 

Killington Trails Leadership Team: Wayne went to a meeting in July re: a Kiliington town trail that provides a 
loop walk in the Thundering Falls area. We expect this is now on a back burner due to Irene. Wayne mentioned that the 
Thundering Falls boardwalk is heavily damaged. A piece of it even ended up in Bridgewater and is being used to shore 
up someone’s driveway! 

Taylor Series event? Traveler, Pete Lain, will be in area in February and has offered to do a presentation. Wayne 
will look into. 

Club Days this weekend at Eastern Mountain Sports. Looking for folks to man a table to talk about the Club, our 
activities, membership, etc. 

Appalachian Long Distance Hikers Association is having their gathering in North Adams, MA October 7-9. The 
GMC Main Club is trying to get a table at this event and will need volunteers. Wayne will be attending, but will have 
other obligations. If interested, speak with Wayne. 

Herb is looking for people to compile data from old Trail Registers, especially usage numbers. Tom Copps 
agreed to compile the Sherburne Pass Registers and Herb gave them to him. Herb is still looking for folks to compile the 
Upper Cold River Road and Canty Trail Registers. We need the data for the Forest Service, among others. 


Next meeting will be Saturday, November 19, at 4:30 before the Potluck to discuss any changes in trail conditions and 
any work that needs to be done due to Irene damage. Next regular meeting will be in January. Meeting adjourned at 


8:06. 
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Vivian Bebee, Editor 
14 Belmont Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke <£ Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 

Individual 

...$40 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

...$50 


Senior/StudentA/olunteer 

...$22 


Contact us for information on life memberships 


and categories for giving at a higher level. 


PHONE: 



E-MAIL: 


to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 


I also enclose a contribution of $ 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, 


sublicity, education 


Make check payable to ”GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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KILL1NGTON SEC TION. CMC OUTING SCHEDULE 


Deccmhcr-March, 2012 


Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless 
otherwise noted, all trips leave from Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station ofT Center Street in 
Rutland City. Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in 
level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

10 December, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Pico Peak, Killington Tom Copps 774-5144 

Ascend via the Sherburne Pass Trail to the summit at 3,957 feet. Snowshoes 
required. Difficult, 6 miles. 

7 January, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bald Mountain, Mcndon Tom Copps 774-5144 

3.5 miles w ith some steep climbing and excellent views. 

15 January, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Annual Hot Dog Roast Larry Walter & Viv Bebce 775-3855 

Location to be decided; perhaps Bomoseen State Park, Emerald Stake Park or 
Lake St. Catherine State Park. Bring what you wish to roast and drink. Chips, 
cookies, condiments and fire wood to be provided by leaders. 

22 January, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Lowell Lake, Londonderry' Allison Henry 775-1627 

A 3-mile, moderate snowshoe around Lowell Lake, past a Revolutionary 
War-era cemetery. 

28 January, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

High Pond, Sudbury Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

Snowshoe and explore winter wildlife habitat at this pretty Nature 
Conservancy preserve. Moderate, 4-5 miles. 

4 February’, Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 

Trail/road hike, Rupert to West Rupert Larry Walter & Viv Bcbec 775-3855 

Begin by doing a short section of rail trail and paved road in Rupert, to a back 

road (dirt) between Rupert and West Rupert. Have option of finishing on rail 

trail from West Rupert back to cars, or may get a ride for drivers at Viv’s Mom’s 

house to pick up cars in Rupert. Easy 4-5 miles. 

11 February, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Lily Pond, Bomoseen Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Snowshoe past beaver meadows, old quarries and other habitat to a remote 
pond. Moderate, 3.5 miles. 

18 February, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. Rutland or 10:45 a.m. Country Club 

Lake St. Catherine Country Club, Poultney Diane Bargiel 413-687-1109 

Snowshoe on woodland trails, options for short or longer routes. 


26 February, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Jockey Hill, Shrewsbury Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

Snowshoes required for this 4-mile trip, which will include some 
bushwhacking and some climbing. Difficult, 4 miles. 

4 March, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Black Mountain Ponds, Dresden, NY Allison Henry' 775-1627 

Snowshoe to a chain of remote beaver ponds at the base of Black Mountain. 

Moderate, 6 miles. 
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This n’ That 

♦ Friday and Saturday, April 13 and 14, Eastern Mountain Sports “Club Day Sale” 

♦ Saturday, March 31, 6:00 p.m., Killington Section Annual Meeting at Godnick Center on 
Deer Street in Rutland City (pot luck supper, bring dish to share) 

♦ Saturday, June 9, GMC 102 nd Annual Meeting at Jay Peak Resort (see Long Trail News or 
GMC website at www.Qreenmountainclub.orQ for details of scheduled events for June 8, 9 and 10) 


A Note from Killington Section President. Wavne Krevetski 

Just a short note to bring you up to date on what has been happening on our section of the trail since Irene. 

To start with, we have a section north of Gould Brook that has been scouted for a relocation of the trail that 
washed into Sargent Brook. We are looking at putting the trail on higher ground to get it out of the wet areas 
just south of Upper Cold River Road. It is preliminary at this point and more scouting will be needed after 
spring thaw. Sticking with the trail in Shrewsbury, there recently was a meeting at the Shrewsbury Town Office 
with Town Officials, the GMC, Engineers, National Forest Staff and FEMA officials concerning bridge 
replacement in the Town. The good news is that there are plans to rebuild the bridge across Sargent Brook, 
maybe this Summer. 

Late this past Fall, a relocation of the Bucklin Trail was flagged and brushed out. It is in the State Forest, and 
before it can be made permanent, additional permitting needs to be done. Again, we are also waiting for 
spring thaw to make some fine adjustments to keep a dry treadway. This relo will also bring you to higher 
ground above and to the north of Brewers Brook to avoid current wet areas on the trail. 

If you have not heard, an individual has just been charged with burning down the Tucker Johnson Shelter. It is 
sad that it happened, but good to see that justice will be done. On the bright side, there has been scouting 
done for a better location for a replacement shelter. The Club, ATC and National Forest people seem to agree 
on a preliminary site a little north of the present side, off and above the trail. More to come on that in the 
future. 

So, you can see there will be lots going on in our neck of the woods this Summer, and we also have Eastern 
Mountain Club Day in April. 

If you are interested in helping out with trail work, or Section outreach, please contact me at 
wkrevetski@hotmail.com or call 282-2237. 

Thank you and safe hiking. 


Outing Reports 


LOWER POULTNEY PADDLE. August 27. 201 1. hv Barb & Barrv Griffith, leaders 

With Hurricane Irene careening up the East Coast, we were wondering if we’d get this paddle in. Those who did call 
vacillated whether they should stay at home and batten down the hatches or gel out on the water before the soaking rain 
attacked. Well, wc had eight participants and two dogs who appeared to defy the Hurricane (the dogs had no choice). 


This is usually a wonderful paddle on calm wide waters. We were not disappointed!! It is a hit difficult to describe where 
our "put in" spot was since the road system in West Haven, Vermont is a bit of a mystery without a map. 

This day was the "calm before the storm." Throughout the trip, paddlers voiced concerns that they return home in time to 
prepare before the hurricane arrived. Weather alerts were still trying to track the path of Irene and what the impact would 
be on land-locked Vermont. We were oblivious to the destruction that was soon to be wreaked upon us! The Lower 
Poultney is a nice, quiet paddle. The river tends to be shallow and is much wider to paddle on than Otter Creek. A lot of 
the land in this area alongside the Poultney River is owned by the Nature Conservancy. As one paddles along 
downstream (south), Vermont is to your right and New York is on the left bank of the river. We had a wonderful day and 
welcome camaraderie, with no major (or minor) catastrophes! 

On this day, the trip was fast. We managed to drag out lor a muddy lunch spot. A cemetery was pointed out on a knoll. 
This being rattlesnake country, no one wanted to venture into the overgrown field. There were numerous water birds 
along the way. The riverbanks were lined with cottonwood and silver maples. We put in on the New York Stale side and 
took out in Vermont, near the Galick Farm. 


BURLINGTON BIKE PATH. November 13. 2011. by Sue Thomas, leader 

This year for our "safe" hunting season hike, the Killington Section ventured with great trepidation into the wilds of 
Burlington, more frightening for some of us than any African Safari. (Give me a charging Rhino any day, over a honking 
Lexus minivan). 

Once parked and on foot, we felt much more at home, and the bike path proved an interesting change from our usual hikes 
as it followed the lake shore, and waves crashing on the rocks gave it an ocean fee. We were treated to a close-up view of 
a pileated woodpecker, and the more distant High Peaks of the Adirondacks across the lake. 

We arrived at the bridge spanning the mouth of the Winooski River just in lime for lunch at a small waterside park, then 
continued on past Colchester Bog and out onto the causeway, which connects the mainland with the Island of South Hero. 
By now, the sun had emerged and the sky turned blue, making the walk out into the Lake on the causeway scenic, if 
windy. Surprisingly, we had it mostly to ourselves, though a bicyclist whizzed by us in an awful hurry and in spite of the 
break in the causeway (where in summer a bike ferry transports people across) mysteriously never returned. We decided 
he had either been eaten by Champ or picked up by a Russian submarine. 

All in all it was a great day, and we logged almost seven miles of hiking without hearing a single gunshot - only leaf 
blowers, which transformed mild-mannered Larry into Mr. Hyde. Fortunately, the things are so loud that the operators 
failed to hear the insults he hurled their way. Otherwise, he likely would have been beaten senseless with the hose 
attachment. Once he had been subdued and buckled into a straitjacket, all was well. 

ANNUAL HOT DOG ROAST, LAKE BOMOSEEN STATE PARK. January 15, 2012 . 

by Larry Walter and Vivian Bebec. leaders 

We were a little doubtful that anyone would be crazy enough to participate in an outdoor cookout on the breezy west 
shore of Lake Bomoseen, especially since the projected high was 6°. Turns out we had four hardy souls besides us show 
up, so the gig was on. I secured a nice little expedition sled from Dave Coppock (Thanks Dave!) to drag our food and 
wood into the chosen campsite. There was just enough snow to make it an easy pull. It was a little windy, but we found a 
nice little shelter in the sun , with a decent fire pit on the down-wind side of the shelter. It was a good thing we ended up 
close to the entrance road, because we just managed to catch Steve Williams before he gave up on trying to locale us from 
all the tracks. The campground is a popular destination for the locals, who in turn manage to keep things picked up and 
orderly. In times past, we've left someone back with the fire while the rest of the group went for a hike, but it was close 
to lunch anyway, so we burnt some meat and flour-based products in quick order, cleaned up and readied for a hike. 
There's a nice little loop hike just to the north of the entrance drive that works its way up through the woods. It was just 
the right grade to keep us warm and occupied with some nice scenery. We noticed there were several fishermen on the 
lake, but they were all on foot. Much of the water was still open. Pretty strange winter so far. 
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HIGH POND. SUDBURY. January 28. 2012, by Barbara Griffith, leader 

The Nature Conservancy (railhead to High Pond Preserve is on Ganson Hill Road in Hubbardton. High Pond, itself, is in 
Sudbury. The hiking trail was constructed by the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps in 2005. One word of caution 
about this trip - you hike in and down to High Pond. Which means that you have to climb up and out at the end. The last 
time we did this hike there were “feet” of snow on the ground. This day, there was none due to the mild winter pattern 
Vermont has been locked in. Just ice to contend with. Some hikers wore spikes, others just proceeded cautiously (tried 
to). Two had their breath knocked out when their feet went out from under them on the slippery slopes. Otherwise, the 
day was great weather, and we picnic-lunched in a sunny spot above the Pond. 

Conservationist, Douglas Burden, started buying parcels of land here in the 1930 , s. Eventually, these lands came under 
the care of the Conservancy in the early 1980's. The Preserve now includes nearly three thousand acres in Hubbardton, 
Brandon, Pittsford and Sudbury. There is quite a history about the site that one can now access online. 


RAIL TRAIL/ ROAD HIKE, RUPERT TO WEST RUPERT, February 4. 2012 . 

by Vivian Bebee and Larry Walter, leaders 

The morning of the hike looked to be shaping up like most of the VLB/LW outings: Really nice during the previous test- 
hike and awful for the official event. There wasn't anything in the forecast about snow, but it was definitely painting the 
road white at 0700. Things started clearing up as soon as we hit the road, and by the time we were nearing the kickoff 
point, it was sunny and about 20°. Not bad. 

Viv spotted a couple strange vehicles at a RxR crossing on Route 153. Turned out to be some of our hiking mates. We 
had an excellent turnout with 14 people, including 4 newcomers. The entourage continued on down Vermont Route 153 
toward Rupert and pulled over near the first crossing of the old railroad bed across the highway (within Rupert Town 
boundary ). I'm not normally a big fan of rail to trail routes since the rail lines were extremely well engineered, hence 
almost devoid of detectable curves, horizontal or vertical. But this section runs by a lot of nice wetlands, with a little 
brook draining the same. It's supposed to be closed to motorized vehicles, although we spotted one heading towards 
Salem the week before. The brook had managed to get pretty wild, probably during Irene last summer, with several 
recently destroyed farm bridges and even the remains of an old barn along the way. We flushed the same grouse seen the 
week before. Lots of beaver activity. The ground was bare. No snow anywhere. Cold temperatures made the walking 
easy. 

We left the rail trail after about 2+ miles for a brief tramp on Routes 153 and 315 in downtown Rupert to Youlin Road 
where we hooked a right and headed south up the hill. This road winds its w'ay up an increasing grade, with little or no 
traffic, to connect to the Lang Road. There are only a handful of homes up this way, so the hike is pretty much non- 
motorized. A nice little surprise was the sighting of a couple bluebirds right along the road. I always forget how 
amazingly beautiful those little birds are. Seemed a little out of season to see them in VT, but there they were. We had 
lunch on the stone wall by the Hatch driveway at the lop of the hill and continued southerly on the downhill slope of the 
Lang Road. There were some structures missing from the landscape that Viv remembered being there pretty recently. 
Seems the new owners removed any and all traces of the house and bam w here Viv's childhood friends lived w ith their 
parents on a working dairy farm. 

We continued on the Lang Road to West Rupert, turning right onto East Street, passing what used to be the two-room 
school house where Viv attended grade school (which is now the location for the Rupert Town Office, and also passed her 
grandparent's old place (a previous site of the Rupert Town Office), and eventually ending our like at Viv’ s Mom's 
house. A quick trip in Mom’s car delivered the drivers back to retrieve their auto’s. 

LILY POND. BOMOSEEN. February 11. 2012 (Sue Thomas, leader) 

Hello GMC! My name is Patches, and this is my report on my first ever hike with the Killington Section. Oh boy, did I 
have a blast! I know I've only been around for four months, but it was the best time I've ever had! Everyone was so nice, 
but I did have my paws full keeping track of them all and had to run back and forth all day to make sure 1 didn't neglect 
anyone. 
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The best thing was I made two new dog friends - that Burdock knows everything there is to know about chasing varmints. 
I want to be just like him when I grow up! 

I had such a great day! There were sticks to chase and chew, fascinating smells to be smelled, and 1 even tok a toboggan 
ride down an icy hill that was so much fun 1 went back up and did it again! 

I almost couldn't believe my eyes, but all the folks actually sat down in the middle of the day and got FOOD out of their 
packs. Wow! That was awesome! Burdock says that's his favorite part of hiking w ith the club. 

I couldn't understand why they all circled around Lily Pond though, since the other dogs and 1 had much more fun 
running across it on the ice. I guess people are strange sometimes. 

Anyway, it was the best day ever, I couldn't stop wriggling. . .til I got in the car to go home, and then I was out like a 
light. 1 hear that happens with the people too. 


Prickles, Allison, Kathi and Joe - Killington Section Anniversary Hike, August 201 1 
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In case there are some of us who have forgotten what winter really looks like, this is a picture from a club hike in West 
Rupert, February, 201 1. Tom Copps, Vivian Bebee and Sue Thomas are enjoying the view, while Larry Walter takes the 
picture. We believe we witnessed a bald eagle flying in the valley just below our eye level off this summit. 
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Vivian Bcbee, Editor 
14 Belmont Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 

ANNUAL DUES: NAME: 

Individual $40 ADDRESS: 

Family $50 

Senior/Student/Volunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 

and categories for giving at a higher level. PHONE: 

E-MAIL: 

I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to “GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 471 1 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
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K1LL1NGT0N SECTION. CMC 


OUTING SCHEDULE 


Mtirch-June, 2012 


Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless 
otherwise noted, all trips leave from Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station off Center Street in 
Rutland City. Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in 
level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. 

10 March. Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Plymsbury Ski Trails Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

Explore cellar holes, stone walls and an intriguing hold in the ground; 
moderate, 4 miles. 

17 March, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Mystery Hike, Rutland area Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Approximately 5 miles on trails and old wood roads. Moderate. 

25 March, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

D&H Rail Trail, Castleton/Poultney 

Follow the route of the old Delaware & Hudson railroad. We can choose a 
segment either 5 miles or 8 miles, depending on weather conditions and interest 

31 March, Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

Killington Section Annual Meetingr, Godnick Center, Deer St., Rutland Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Bring a dish to share and your own place setting for a potluck supper, followed 
by a short business meeting and election of officers. Main Club Director of 
Field Programs, Dave Hardy, will fill us in on Tropical Storm Irene damage 
to the Long Trail. 

7 April, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Split Rock & Bald Peak, Pittsford Tom Copps 774-5144 

We’ll try out two of the scenic trails in Pittsford, through pasture and woodlands, 
with a spring pond and a rocky outcropping. 3-4 miles, choose an easy piece, or 
a more challenging, but short, climb. 

14 April, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Slack Hill, Coolidge StatePark. Plymouth Vivian Bebee/Larry Walter 775-3855 

A nice hike through a mix of hardwood and conifer forest with view of 
Mt. Ascutney from the vista; moderate, 4 miles. 

21 April, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Natural Bridge, Dorset Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Climb on old roads to this geological oddity and descend via bushwhacking along 
the course of a beautiful marble streambed with sculpted gorges and waterfalls; 
moderate, 4 miles with 900 feet elevation gain. Some very steep grades. 

29, April, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Moreau Lake State Park, South Glens Falls, NY 

Climb to an overlook; moderate, 5 miles, with short, steep portion. 


Tom Copps 774-5144 

Easy. 


Allison Henry 775-1627 


6 May, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Spring wildflower hike Connie Youngstrom 492-3502 

Location to be determined. A slow-paced hike to a locale of the leader’s choosing 
to identify spring wildflowers and returning migrant birds. 

12 May, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. (rain date May 13) 

Long Trail Spring Cleaning Wayne Krevetsky 282-2237 

All are welcome to help prepare the trail for the summer hiking season. This year, 
the after effects of Tropical Storm Irene will be a challenge, so all help will be 
appreciated! Bring work gloves, sturdy shoes and lunch. Tools will be provided. 

Have fun while doing a good deed. 

20 May, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Stove Pipe City, Mendon Larry Water 775-3855 

Hike from Brewers Corners south and east up Eddy Brook to the 
northeast slope of Mendon Peak and from there to the summit of 
the Peak. Some bushwhacking; difficult, 7 miles. 

26 May, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Boiling Spring, Chittenden Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

Follow old wood roads through the New Boston area to find this unusual site 
where water bubbles up from the ground. Moderate, 7 miles. 

2 June, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

National Trails Day Maintenance, Killington Herb Ogden 293-2510 

Wayne Krevetski 282-2237 

Volunteers all over the country will be out today clearing brush and waterbars, 
cutting blowdowns and painting blazes, readying trails for the summer hiking 
season. Join us to work on our local treasure, the Long/ Appalachian Trail. Bring 
work gloves, sturdy shoes, lunch and bug spray. Tools will be provided. 

9 June, Saturday 

Green Mountain Club Annual Meeting, Jay Peak Resort, Jay, VT 

See your Long Trail News for details and registration information 
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Pittsford from the Split Rock trail 



Erstwhile Tucker Johnson with Lynda Hutchins, 
Rick Brown and Tom Shanahan 




Blast from the past, microburst near Stratton Pond. 
August 27, 2005 Steve , Barry , Cindy and Lynda 



Bridge at Peru Shelter. Allison Henry, Cindy Kirk and 
Tom Shanahan 
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This iT That 


TRAIL MAINTENANCE REPORT . Tuesday, April 17, 2012, by Barbara Griffith 

With a hoe, small saw and hand clippers 1 spent the day clearing water bars, trimming back small brush and 
picking debris on the LT/AT. My intent was to park on the Governor Clement Road and head north to the top of Little 
Killington. It was a glorious day, not too warm and a bit of a breeze. The trail was in amazingly good condition. Barry 
and 1 had been out last Fall cleaning water bars from the road into Clement shelter, so the first section 1 did wasn't too 
complicated. Saw my first snake of the season. It was a pencil thin, tiny, 10-inch garter snake basking in the sun. It 
moved away quite quickly when I disturbed it’s peace. My next critter was a good-sized toad that was in the mucky mud 
of one of the water bars with a little wooden log bog bridge leading to it. Luckily my hoe didn't hack away any of it's 
appendages. I decided to be more careful of my digging techniques for the rest of the day. The trail and the woods were 
dry, and the understory was oh so dry. 

The brook crossing to Clement, which is usually a challenge for me, was doable. Someone had put rocks across, 
so with hoe in one hand to balance and a pole in my other I was able to cross quite easily. A "thank you" to whoever 
facilitated that! (I suspect it was "Plans to Much.") It was now much later in the day than I had anticipated (Takes a lot of 
time cleaning water bars!), and I was wondering if I would make it to the top of Little Killington. 

I continued up the road/trail, snagging off the road at the top of the rise. This section of the trail was a bit damp. 
There are multiple seeps along the side of this section, but still not the mucky, muddy state it usually is in. These water 
bars had not been cleaned last Fall so my job was a bit more challenging here. In the past when I had been in with a hoe, I 
had been in a hurry and had not taken the time to clean out the multiple "rock bogging" sections. The mud and leaves had 
hidden these rocks over the years, so I cleaned around, between and made the drainage more doable. This took a lot of 
time. 

A large flat rock loomed ahead and had "lunch spot" written all over it. My arms were a bit sore, so I decided it 
was also a good time for a break. So quiet out there by myself, yet not so quiet. As I sat listening, I heard a barred owl 
hooting in the distance. Off and on, a Pileated Woodpecker was hammering away, and I heard it or them calling their kik- 
kikkik throughout the day. A little mole or mouse moved around in the leaf litter. Several different butterflies flitted 
around. The hillside was aromatic with the profusion of ramps. 1 decided I needed a few for my salad tonight so broke 
off a couple of leaves.) April 17th and the understory was alive with wildflowers. Trilliums were ready to bloom, but the 
weather is to turn colder, so 1 imagine they will be delayed for a while. Also budded were squirrel com, trout lily, and a 
plant I could not identify (will have to look up when I get home). In bloom, 1 was delighted to see spring beauties, colts 
feet, and yellow violets. Earlier in the day, I checked out the area of the Trail where I have seen lady slippers every year, 
but they were not up yet. 

Continuing up, I now knew I would not make the top at the speed I was traveling. That was OK. I made it to the 
"Ear Tree." (Those who know this section know what I mean. It's that tree with a limb that looks like an ear. I suspect it 
hears many stories throughout the hiking season.) I wandered along this ridge another 20 minutes not encountering any 
water bars or debris. I cut out 2 small trees that hikers had been going off trail to maneuver around. At this point, it was 
time to return home. I had accomplished most of what I had intended (except the top). It had been a wonderful day "on 
the trail" and, oh, it does take a long time to clean water bars! 

Outing Reports 

JOCKEY HILL, February 26. 2012. Barry & Barb Griffith, leaders 

A group of nine hikers and two dogs gathered on the site of one of Shrewsbury’s original settlers, Thomas 
Stewart, now known as the former site of the Tin Shanty, ready to hike in to our first destination. It was the first 
snowshoe of the season for most people. In fact, when people called to confirm, I warned them to dust off their 
snowshoes and they were incredulous that there would be that much snow (there was). We hiked up the Tin Shanty Road, 
donning our "shoes," snagged the snowmobile trail and continued to shoe in to the bottom of Jockey Hill. We passed by 
the Orey Wright Lumber Mill site where Barry pointed out that the lumber for the Northam Church had been milled here 
in the 1 840's. On our return trip, we went in to look at the cellar hole and the stone wall in the stream bed that must have 
been a dam for said saw mill over 150 years ago. 

At this point, we snagged an old logging road to the left and headed up the hill meeting the first real challenge of 
a stream crossing. (Later in the day we would hike in to the headwaters of this stream.) The snow was pristine, the skies 
were eggshell blue, the camaraderie calming. As we climbed, we started shedding layers of clothing. At the beginning of 
the day, it had been cool and a bit of a chill with the wind, but we warmed up quickly with the increased exercise. 


Eventually the promised bushwhack commenced as we ascended at a greater slope grade. There sure were plenty of 
bushes whacking us and at different times, we had to pull two people back up from the snowy depths when they fell over. 
As we climbed, the snow became deeper and deeper, never loosing it's splendor. Upwards to the "rock on the rock"! 

As always, just when you wonder if you’ll ever make it, we reached the top of the hill at 2,641 feet elevation and 
were rewarded with great views to the east. We then climbed down to the rock and our lunch spot. Could this be an old 
Druid or Celtic worshiping site? Is the boulder a glacial erratic or is it a "dolman" balanced on those "peg stones" by 
cultures gone by? On the summer solstice, does the sun really shine past the pegs and align the beam? What is truth, 
what is fiction, and what is just imagination? (We saw no gnomes, but were they watching us?) Perhaps the magic was 
the glorious day that had wrapped itself around us. 

Lunch being over, we took off for the next destination that Kathy Pingree had reminded us about earlier, the 
beaver dam meadow site. Off we slid down through the fluffy snow finding an abundance of animal tracks. Jerry pointed 
out fisher tracks. So far today we had seen the tracks of white-footed mice, voles, coyote, and squirrel. Once at the 
beaver dam site, we had great views to the north of Mendon, Little Killington and some more of the Coolidge Range. 

From here the return trip started. We hiked out and eventually made it back to the old logging road that we had 
started in on, re-crossed the stream (no casualties), out to the snowmobile trail at the base of Jockey Hill and back to our 
vehicles. Before departing, we discussed the death of a hiker who died in January while out on the Emily Proctor Trail. I 
stressed the need for everyone to leave a note where they were or might be going and an intended return time. Alas, this 
did not help the young hiker in January. 

BLACK MOUNTAIN PONDS. March 4, 2012. Allison Henrv. leader 

The network of trails on the east shore of Lake George is easily accessible and in my opinion, never too crowded. 
People seem to gravitate to the summit trails on sunny weekends (Black Mountain, Buck Mountain) leaving the more 
remote pond trails pretty quiet. We have done the Black Mountain Pond areas several times as a winter hike, but it is 
always a good choice — easy drive, plowed trailhead lot, and usually not too icy. We had a cloudy day for this hike with 
temperatures in the 30s. Our group included three regulars and two friends of the leader from NY. There was a little fresh 
snow, but mostly packed down, old snow. Like almost all of our hikes this winter, only microspikes or yaktrax were 
needed. After the slight climb from the trailhead, we paused at the turnoff for the Black Mountain summit trail, but with 
no takers we continued on as planned to the pond area. We reached our destination, Millman Pond, in time for lunch. The 
shelter is a marvel of caretakerdom. There are handmade shelves and storage nooks, frying pans, tools such as rakes and 
brooms and a well-built fire pit. The outhouse is a site to behold. Outhouse-themed comics and poetry on the walls, a 
built-in storage compartment for TP and, most of all, a red toilet seat labeled “Millman Pond hot scat,” which is a close 
second to Minerva Hinchey’s glory. After a dessert of rolo brownies (just what it sounds like — brownies festooned with 
chopped up rolo candies) our slog out was a bit slower thanks to full tummies and melty snow. 

The most exciting part of our hike was during the drive home. On Washington County Route 6, Larry ex- 
claimed, “Did you guys see that huge porcupine?” 1 made Sue turn the car around to go check it out. Back we went, 
necks craning, until Larry said, “Look! There!” and Sue turned the car around again. There certainly was SOMETHING 
there. ...a shaggy black animal who looked to weigh at least 40 pounds, clinging to a log in a wetland. “That's not a porky! 

It's a.. ..a I don't know!” At first, I thought it was a baby bear. It turned out to be a big, black, shaggy housecat. Sue 

got out of the car for a better look, and Mr. Kitty glaaaaaaaaaaared at her before slinking below the log, tail twitching. 

PINE HILL TO PROCTOR. March 17, 2012. Sue Thomas, leader 

With no leaves yet on the trees the woods were open and bright in the warm spring sunshine. Our merry band of 
hikers skipped happily along accompanied by the lovely trill of birdsong, oblivious to the peril ahead. Suddenly, the sky 
darkened and the peace was shattered by the deafening cries of hundreds of menacing birds! Their black bodies blocked 
out the sun as wave after wave passed overhead, and we cowered, grabbing for Burdock lest he be carried away in the 
cruel talons of. . .well, OK, they were just starlings, but it was impressive to see several huge flocks, very Hitchcock! 

Nostalgia had inspired me to lead a hike on the old stage road from Pine Hill Park to Proctor before it becomes a 
more “civilized” mountain bike trail later this year as part of the ongoing expansion of the Pine Hill trail system. A large 
group patiently waited while we dropped some cars at the Proctor end. The first hill reduced our number by one and 
another turned back before we reached Rocky Pond. At that rate, I was afraid by the time we got to Proctor there would 
be no one left but me and the dogs! But the remainder of the group proved more hardy, climbing hills, negotiating a few 
muddy spots and endlessly tossing a Frisbee for our most tireless (four-footed) hiker, who logged more miles than the rest 
of us put together. We stopped for lunch at a small reservoir. One hiker who grew up in Proctor remembered coming 
there to swim and picnic when it was maintained as a town recreation area. We opted to picnic and skip the swim. 




We emerged from the woods near the rusty remains of the old Proctor ski tow, glad to have spent a great day 
outside and also grateful not to have been dismembered by vicious birds - always a goal of the Killington Section. 

SLACK HILL. April 14. 2012. Vivian Bebee and Larry Walter, leaders 

We had an impressive turnout for this hike up through Coolidge State Park (Route 100A) with a head count of 1 8. 
The weather was near perfect. The bugs were few, but potent. More on that later. A non-democratic decision (meaning 
Larry decided) was made to make it a true loop by parking down by the highway. After organizing somewhat, the head of 
the monster launched itself up the paved road towards the check-in station (now vacant), passing some nice lodges and 
some decent views to the northwest. This many people are always challenging, but the GMC ethic kicked in reliably, 
allowing some of our slower hikers to catch up. It was good to see some returnees by newer participants, as well as some 
young friends of ours including, Peter, who will be graduating from college soon. Yikes! Peter has hiked with the GMC 
since he was 15. Larry tortured some of the latter with stupid tree ID questions. They nicely feigned to have (a) 
confidence in, and (b) a tepid interest in Larry's shaky dendro-knowledge. 

The trailhead for the Slack Hill trail began just past the entrance station. About 2/3’s of the way on the trail, Jerry 
Parker slid off to the left side to an old cellar whole, nicely signed “In Memory of Dick” (dated in the early 50’s). 

Different theories were kicked around, including a pet dog once owned by Tom Copps. Once we returned to the trail, we 
had another steep section to finish before looping around the summit of Slack Hill, followed by a short descent to a small 
but very nice view to the south, with a bench. Since we weren't all going to fit on the bench, most of the group sat in the 
surrounding grass and brush. Our chief tick-magnet, Ms. Thomas, managed to produce one specimen crawling upon her 
person. This discovery produced the usual arms-up, airport security sort of scene, but no other eight-legged critters were 
discovered. 1 guess that’s a heads up for the rest of the season. Normally there would still be snow on this trail in April, 
but not a trace of the stuff was to be seen, except up on the mountain resort trails. From the viewpoint, there’s an easy 
hike down to an open field and picnic area with some more nice views. The trail then re-enters the woods and eventually 
crosses a major stream before heading down an old access road to the cars. Larry was called upon for his “near 
photographic” trail memory at one junction for a right or left opinion. Fortunately, Viv had a clearer memory and chose 
the correct direction that avoided Larry’s hiking into a dead-end tent platform area. There’s an interesting old CCC lodge 
site across a flood-damaged bridge near the parking area. Some of the stone work, including the old fireplace and 
retaining walls, are worth seeing. The remains of the original roof trusses are stacked nearby, but they're too far gone to 
be used again. Some pretty nice joinery went into these old places. 

NATURAL BRIDGE. April 21. 2012. Sue Thomas, leader 
Up the ridge to the natural bridge 

We climbed and we climbed and we climbed. 

“For that little bridge we climbed this @*M ridge?” 

Gasping for breath we whined. 

“How nice to see” they said to me, 

“Green things not seen since last Fall.” 

“What flower is it? It’s so exquisite!” 

And Stella, she sat on them all. 

Down the ridge from the natural bridge 
There in the underbrush thick. 

Rocks piled in an arch, we halted our march 
And Herb poked inside with a stick. 

We readied to flee, but no beast did we see 
From winter’s slumber awake. 

T’was but the steep grade of the old road that made 
Our knees to tremble and quake. 

MOREAU LAKE STATE PARK, April 29, 2012. Allison Henry, leader 

Moreau Lake is a New York State Park just off the Northway, between Saratoga Springs and Lake George. When 
I lived in Saratoga, I used to go there for walks around the Lake. This past winter, I was invited on a hike there with 
friends and thought, “This really isn’t all that far for a GMC hike.” Thus, the hike made it onto our schedule. It was a 
nice day for a hike - sunny, windy and low 50’s. Very few bugs! We had six “regulars” on this hike plus a pal of the 
leader, plus two pals of the leader’s pal. One of our regulars immediately commented that yours truly was not our “token 
young person” on this particular hike. 


Our fearless leader had followed the maze of trails in the park with friends and via sight, but navigating the park 
map (it cost $2, but was vastly superior to the tiny black-and-white internet printout initially used) was in itself an 
adventure. Red trails, white trails and trails that were not even on the map all added up to the fun of “1 know where we 
are and how to find our way back to the car, but how do we get over THERE from HERE?” We followed a slowly 
rolling, ever climbing ROR trail (Red Oak Ridge) just above the campground road, until reaching a turnoff to the 
Overlook Trail. You might recall from the summary in the schedule that this hike included a “short steep section.” Well, 
this was it, a half-mile climb with not one, but two steep sections that I’d call “talus fields” going nearly vertical. Hands 
down, this was the toughest part of the hike. Literally, hands-down. The overlook is just what you’d imagine, an 
overlook, looking east over Moreau Lake toward mountains in the distance which were probably some Taconics and some 
Greens. At the overlook, conveniently in time for lunch, our chatty group likely disrupted several individuals who had 
probably hoped for a quieter break on the summit. These folks were easy brought to the dark side with offers of brownies 
and chocolate eggs. 

After coming carefully down the way we came up, with no casualties, we heard something coming through the 
woods above us and we turned in anticipation, hoping it was a deer or even a bear. It turned out to be a running man in 
green spandex, wearing a number and carrying a map. At first I thought he had gotten REALLY off course from the Lake 
George Half-Marathon, which was also taking place that day. He ran right past us and appeared not to have even noticed 
our group. We started seeing more and more such folks as we headed toward the Lake. Turns out they were participating 
in an orienteering race called the Billy Goat. They were zigging and zagging up and down the trails as well as bush- 
whacking through the woods in search of orange flags. We moved a few of the flags to make it easier for the competitors 
(just kidding). 

Once down from the ridge, we made our best attempt to follow some of the trails around the Lake and wetland 
areas, once again with some head scratching, map rotating, and “how do we get there from here” from our leader. We 
saw lots of beaver work including a recently chewed tree more than twelve inches in diameter, and a beaver lodge right on 
the shore of the pond. One member of our party actually scaled the beaver lodge for closer inspection, probably causing 
the poor beaver family inside to believe that the apocalypse was imminent. 

The end of our hike included crossing a causeway for gorgeous views of the Lake, tromping across the playground, 
beach and picnic area, and briefly considering a group crashing of the Billy Goat’s post-race party. Instead, we followed 
the lake shore back toward the parking lot. For a finale, we followed a herd path right along the edge of the water, which 
involved some dodging of tree brachcs lest one step off the lakeshore into the Lake. I was hoping someone would fall in 
so I could add it to this hike write-up, but the end of the hike remained uneventful. 


Killington Section Annual Meeting 

March 3 1 , 20 1 2 
By Allison Henry, Secretary 

(Edited by Vivian Bebee - For complete transcript of these minutes, contact Allison Henry) 

Present: President Wayne Krevetski, Secretary Allison Henry, Treasurer Gerry Martin, and Directors Sue Thomas. Tom 
Copps, Vivian Bebee, and Dave Coppock. Also present: 20+ other K Section members and friends. 

Minutes from 201 1 annual meeting approved (G. Martin/Barb Griffith; passed) 

Treasurer's report from Gerry Martin: 

About one thousand dollars ahead of last year 

Returns on CDs continue to be very minimal, but will continue to roll over; questioned looking for higher interest 
rate, but higher rate would result in some risk to the principal. Board does not want this. 

Membership numbers are up — have we actually added people or is there a new definition of members, i.e. 
businesses or additional family members counted. (Note: A. Henry offered to get in touch with Main Club to ask) 
Treasurer's report accepted (Barry Griffith/A. Henry; passed) 

Dave Hardy, Director of Field Operations, made a guest appearance to update us on the condition of the Long Trail in and 
around our area, especially after Irene. Of note, paraphrased: The Killington Section has the honor of having “The only 


piece of the Trail still closed due to Irene.” A section of the trail from Cold River Road to Governor Clement is still 
closed by the Green Mountain National Forest. A road walk is posted. A site visit with local club members, Dave, Forest 
Service folks and possibly a grant writer is scheduled for early April. Also, the town of Shrewsbury may or may not 
replace washed out bridges. Possible trail adjustment or relocation in an area near Lottery Road-- a flagline has been set. 

Forest Service is prosecuting the alleged perpetrator of the burning of Tucker Johnson Shelter. A potential new site is 
being scouted — a little north of the old site, off the trail. 

Wind project in Lowell — is moving forward, but will have a radar-operated lighting system, as the Club had hoped. Lights 
are required on the tallest turbines, but now will only switch on when a plane is in range rather than staying on all night. 
The Club learned a lot from participating in the public hearings and other pieces of the project, and we have been able to 
bring our “expertise” to other projects such as the new towers in Deerfield. 

Thundering Falls boardwalk — destroyed by Irene. Forest Service looking for support in fixing/replacing. Also 
damaged/gone: bridge in Kent Brook area, Stonybrook bridge. This has been a low water year and a lot of debris from 
Irene has not been moved yet so it might be best to wait on some repairs until another high water event moves things 
around again. 

Bromley tower — built in early 60s (Bromley Ski Area) was condemned after inspection last summer by engineer and will 
be disassembled/destroyed. GMC will work with Bromley and be primary fundraiser on replacing it. Trail will not be 
moved off the summit of Bromley. 

Main Club summary from representative Allison Henry, with some notes provided by alternate Steve Williams: 

Lowell Wind Project under some appeals but still moving forward. 

Main Club Annual Meeting is the weekend of June 8-9 at Jay Peak resort 

Main Club looking for copy of the 1922 Long Trail guide. Historical Society might lend us copy. 

Fiscal Year 2013 budget passed unanimously 

Still working on Winooski Project. Recent appeal raised $50,000.00 

Club involved in discussions of safety and search and rescue on the Trail, following the death of a young hiker on 
the Emily Proctor Trail. State of VT looking at updating their response protocol — many areas not covered and 
responsibility falls on State Police. Resources often not available for dangerous or nighttime rescues. 

Nomination and Election of Directors: 

Confusion due to lack of a list available of current directors eligible/ineligible for re-election. Discussion ensued 
with the election going forward under the assumption that Tom, Sue, Allison, Vivian, Dave and Herb were the 
existing Directors whose terms were not yet up, leaving three positions to be filled. Nominations were made and 
seconded; following paper ballot, Hillary, Gerry and Barry were elected to fill three vacant positions. 

The Directors old and new then met to elect officers (still discussing who was actually off the Board due to term 
expiration. Officer nominations made and seconded as follows: President, Herb Ogden; VP, Barry Griffith; Secretary, 
Allison Henry; Treasurer, Gerry Martin. Allison Henry remains our rep for the Main Club, with Hillary Coolidge elected 
as alternate. 

Next Board of Directors' meeting scheduled for June 12, 2012 at 7 pm at the Henry House. 


Vivian Bebee, Editor 
14 Belmont Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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A 


LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland, VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced rates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 

Individual $40 

Family $50 

Senior/StudentA/olunteer $22 

Contact us for information on life memberships 
and categories for giving at a higher level. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE:. 

E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ 


to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section’s 


maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity, education 

Make check payable to ”GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


K1LUNCTON SECTION, C.MC OUTING SCHEDULE June-Scntember, 2012 


Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless 
otherwise noted, all trips leave from Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station ofT Center Street in 
Rutland City. Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in 
level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. HIKE LEADER HAS DISCRETION TO 
REFUSE ANYONE WHO IS NOT ADEQUATELY PREPARED. 

16 June, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Birdseye Mountain, Castleton Tom Copps 774-5144 

Climb to a rocky overlook; some steep pitches and some bushwhacking. Difficult, 5 miles. 

23 June, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 

Quimby, Stockbridge Herb Ogden 293-2510 

We will hike south from Stockbridge on old roads; then along the Appalachian Trail to Notown. 
Moderate, 7 miles. 

30 June, Saturday 

Mystery hike Diane Bargiel 413-687-1109 

Moderate, 4-6 miles. Call leader for location and starting time. 

8 July, Sunday 

Winona Lake, Bristol Vivian Bebee & Larry Walter 775-3855 

Canoe or kayak on this beautiful, small lake (a/k/a Bristol Pond), w ith abundant bird life. 

Call leaders for start time. 

22 July, Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 

Mount Ascutney, Windsor Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Climb to the summit of this 3,150-foot monadnock for spectacular views from the fire tower. 

Difficult, 6 miles, 2,520 feet of elevation gain. 

28 July, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Annual Poultney River Paddle Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

A relaxing paddle along the scenic Vermont/New York border. Bring canoes or kayaks; flotation 
devices required. 

5 August, Sunday 

Mystery Hike Larry Walter 775-3855 

Difficult, 8-12 miles. Call leader for location and starting time. 

12 August, Sunday, 8:30 a.m. 

Hunger Mountain, Waterbury Center 

Ascend via the Waterbury Trail for great views of the Green and White 
summit. “Bring your bow & arrows for the Hunger Mountain Games.” 
of elevation gain. 

18 August, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Silver Lake, Ripton Tom Copps 774-5144 

Hike to this beautiful Lake via the North Branch Trail and out the Goshen Trail. Cool off with a swim 
at the beach. Moderate, 5 miles. 


Allison Henry 775-1627 

Mountains from the 3,539-foot 
Difficult, 5 miles, 2,290 feet 
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Annual cold dog cookout, this time at Bomoseen 


Lake Bomoseen from Gramps 


Trip around (and high above) Lake 
Moreau over in New York State 


Kayaking on Bristol Pond 


The wall at Aldrichville on the LT-AT 
near Little Rock Pond 


Our favorite baby weasel 


Larry about to jump off from Mendon Mountain 


Killington Section Directors: 

Term expiration 2013 
Vivian Bebee 
Tom Copps 
Steve Williams 
Term expiration 2014 
Dave Coppock 
Allison Henry 
Sue Thomas* 

Term expiration 2015 
Hillary Coolidge* 

Barry Griffith 
Gerry Martin* 

♦Second consecutive 3-year term. Not eligible for 
re-election. 
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This n’ That 


Friday and Saturday, October 5 and 6, Eastern Mountain Sports, “Club Day Sale” 

HIGHLAND WORK PARTY. Saturday. June 2, 2012. by Herb Ogden 

This year, the Highland Work Party was appropriately named not only because we worked at high elevation in the 
Coolidge Range, but also because the weather was what the Scotch Highlands are famous for: chilly and rainy. 
Nevertheless, six people showed up and joined the Honor Roll: Dave Coppock, Tom Copps, Allison Henry, Wayne 
Krevetski, Herb Ogden and Sarah Shanahan. The day before, Sue Thomas had finished clearing the many waterbars on 
the Sherburne Pass Trail and Cindy Taylor-Miller had cut weeds in Patch Hollow. 

While Allison and Sarah dug out two miles worth of waterbars south from US 4 to Churchill Scott Shelter on the 
LT, Wayne delivered some bog bridging to the bottom of the Canty Trail with the gracious cooperation of its new owners. 
Then he and the rest of us brought sixteen 8’ hemlock planks and two sills up to the Alpine Pipeline crossing on the 
Sherburne Pass trail using Wayne’s truck. By the time we had lugged them the remaining .4 mile to Jungle Jet., the rain 
was becoming steadier and the trail slipperier, and we decided not to lug any farther. We installed one bog bridge, but left 
for another day the task of carrying 14 planks about a mile south on the LT to fix broken bog bridges. If you know of any 
carriers with strong backs and ambition, let us know. 

Paddling Otter Creek taka "Tree Kayaking"), July 1, 2012. (not a Club trip), by Barb Griffith 

We wondered what this trip would be like as we unloaded the kayaks and equipment for the paddle. 1 have never 
seen the "Crik" so low! The last paddle we did on this section was just after a tremendous amount of rain and we zoomed 
along at a fast pace ending in about three hours time! Today, we dragged the kayaks down to a cavity in the bank and 
each developed their own launching technique. What was most difficult was extricating our feet and sandals from the 
mud. (This would be a common theme throughout the day.) We put in to Otter Creek at 1 1 :30 a.m. Our spirits were high 
and the weather was perfect, sunny and breezy: the trees lining the banks of the Creek gave us shaded relief. However, 
there wasn't much of a current so we were forced to paddle downstream without much help from the forces of nature. 

The first hour of the paddle went without much ado. We did not encounter any snags or stringers. Life was good. 
We were giddy with the day. Barry chose our lunch spot, but when he got on shore, he hit quicksand or quick mud and 
started sinking. Once again he extricated himself and crawled back into his watercraft with both crocs intact. Another 1 5 
minutes along, we found a real sand bar and enjoyed a leisurely meal. The whole day was proving to be leisurely. That 
was soon to change as we started our encounters with maneuvering around, over and under snags left by Hurricane Irene. 

As in our initial launching we each developed our own techniques to get our kayaks and selves over each 
barricade. This prompted a lot of teamwork to get the kayaks over without going over into the water....which did happen 
by the way. I wasn't available with my camera to document the "tip overs”. Rats!! 

The snags kept a coming. So, not only did we have no current, we also had river blocks coming at us. This was 
not going to be a 3-hour trip today. Our spirits were high even though our paddling arms were growing weary. We 
flushed up a mother duck and about 9 ducklings who could not fly yet, chasing them down stream all day long. (Bet they 
slept well that night.) 

Wish we had kept track of the number of snags we had to get over. I will say "many". After awhile we started to 
call it "tree kayaking", and we finally made it to our take out spot with thunder in the distance. We all marveled at our 
time on the "Crik"and for what a perfect day it had been. It was 4:30 p.m. 

The trip had taken us 5 hours! 

What an awesome stupendous day we had!! We survived intact, 

(already discussing our next kayak adventure), but we did learn that "tree 
kayaking" TAKES A LOT LONGER than water kayaking. 
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Outing Reports 



BOILING SPRINGS. CHITTENDEN. May 26. 2012. Barry & Barb Griffith, leaders 

Our last trip into the Springs was June 2009. As always with these out-of-the-way locations, we attempt to hike 
in every few years to keep the spot current in our minds. The weather was perfect, the trekkers waiting with bated breath 
to achieve the destination and marvel at the boiling water. (We had to explain that the “boiling" here did not mean hot). 
We were 1 1 hikers, two dogs. This is a rather long hike, but level terrain with a slow uphill elevation gain making it 
downhill on the return. 

Wildflowers were abundant. We came upon an Oven Bird’s nest. Would have missed it entirely if our 
commotion had not made Mama Oven Bird un-nest and try to lead us away. The nest was on the ground on the side of the 
logging road and carefully camouflaged by wrapping living ferns around the top. Quite clever! We quickly strode by to 
leave her to get back to incubating her eggs. 

We attained the Boiling Spring site by noon. The Springs made quite a show for our lunch. As you can see in the 
photo, we were captivated as it bubbled away! One must see it to believe. We wondered if there are other “boiling 
springs” in Vermont and , if so, where. There were other geological questions left unanswered. 

There were new participants who joined us. It is always nice to have new input. For those who called the leaders, 
I advised food, water, proper footwear and the ability to hike 7+ miles. For some, that was a challenge towards the end of 
the trip. The heat and humidity rose throughout the day. The mud we had to plow through threw a curve ball to some. 
However, all made it in and out. 
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WINONA LAKE (a/k/a BRISTOL POND). BRISTOL. July 8. 2012. Viv Bebee & Larry Walter, leaders 

Despite the very early start time, Linda, Teri and Sarah joined us with their kayaks for a very pleasant, early 
morning paddle. We started early not only to avoid the heavy traffic at this “fishing” site and beat the heat, but also in 
hopes of seeing more wildlife. We were definitely rewarded for our effort. Not only did we see turtles, ducks, gulls, 
herons and bald eagles, we were also treated to a rare sight. As we paddled down the peaceful channel that leads to the 
main pond, directly in front of us only a very few feet away, male and female sandhill cranes walked out of a marshy area 
with two juveniles following close behind, swam across the narrow channel and walked into the marshy area on the other 
side. They made sounds like a soft, rattle/purr. What a sight! Further out in the pond, we saw some fat, happy snakes 
sunning themselves on a little island. Needless to say, we all stayed in our canoe/kayaks and did not venture onto the 
island. Also, there were only a couple of other boats on the water, so we did not have to avoid areas where others were 
fishing. Note : On the front cover, picture of kayakers, Linda and Sarah. 


MOUNT ASCUTNEY, WINDSOR, July 22, 2012, Sue Thomas, leader 

Mount Ascutney fits the definition of a monadnock - rising from the valley floor all on its own, with no 
surrounding mountains or ridges for company. Poor, lonely Mount Ascutney. But the thing about a monadnock is, as you 
approach from any direction, it looms in front of you in all its intimidating glory, and any sympathy you might have had 
for it fades as you gaze at its enormous bulk and realize that nary an elevation line was gained by car. Lucky you, you get 
to climb every inch. Gulp! 

Having blue skies, a relatively cool day in the midst of a steamy summer and great companions eased the way as 
we slogged up the Windsor Trail. We stopped for a breather at Gerry’s Falls, not very impressive in a dry year, but any 
excuse will do on an unrelenting climb! 

By the time we reached Halfway Springs, we felt at least 155 years old, so thought we might as well take the 1857 
route, now a spur trail, to check out an old cabin, which looked about as rundown as I felt. We found a family there 
taking a break on their way up. Their little girl seemed not the least bit winded, and with a mouthful of Skittles told us all 
about the series of candy breaks that had fueled her climb. We ran into them again when we crested the ridge, and she 
regaled us with the tales of pizza all the way to the summit tower, atop which she clutched a small bag of M&M’s and led 
a discussion about everyone’s favorite donut flavor. 1 hope she took a moment to notice the view, which is of course 
spectacular, taking in the Windsor/Comish covered bridge over the Connecticut River in the foreground, to the distant 
White Mountains and our own Greens. 

As we ate our lunch at the base of the tower, our little friend disappeared down the trail,still talking . . .which may 
explain the overpowering urge we felt for ice cream when we reached the trailhead. A stop at the Brownsville store was 
just the thing, where we had a scoop each and marveled over the elaborate model train set up in the back room. Extremely 
detailed, it featured eco-friendly construction sites complete with solar panels and outhouses, a cop car lurking behind 
trees in a speed trap and even the Old Man of the Mountain resurrected. A fun way to end a great day. 


MYSTERY HIKE. August 5, 2012, Larry Walter, leader 

I had originally planned to ascend a Green Mountain high peak, but in light of weather forecasts predicting 
morning thunderstorms, thought better of it. Evidently, most other people thought the same since the phone was pretty 
silent (no calls for time and place of hike). 

Sue, Tom and I decided to limit our hike to something short, with water at the end for swimming to cool off. 
Silver Lake fit the bill. We came in from the east (easy) side and reached the Lake just when the wind was picking up and 
the clouds were gathering. Tom and I stuck to the plan and attempted to backstroke through 1 Vi- foot-high whitecaps. 

Sue wisely decided to limit her involvement to a casual wade near shore. 

The return trip to the car left us all wishing we were in the water again, so we compensated with a visit to the 
Brandon ice cream shop on the way home. 
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June 12, 2012 

By Allison Henry, Secretary 


Killington Section Directors’ Meeting 


Present: President Steve Williams, VP Barry Griffith, Secretary Allison Henry, Treasurer Gerry Martin, and Directors Sue 
Thomas, Dave Coppock, Tom Copps, Vivian Bebee, and Hillary Coolidge. Also present: former President/Trails and 
Shelters Co-Chair Wayne Krevetski. 

• Meeting was called to order at 7: 1 1 pm. 

• We confirmed Steve Williams as section President. He had been named as President by our Board via 
email/phone discussion following some confusion as to who is actually on the Board and whose term was up 
(please refer to minutes from 3/31/12). 

• Minutes from Directors meeting on 3/6/12 and Annual Meeting on 3/3 1/12 were approved (Griffith/Martin and 
Copps/Bebee, respectively). 

• Treasurer's Report by Gerry Martin 

o Membership numbers up, has generated income. Recent expenses include Godnick Center rental and 
lumber . 

o Recent audit went well 

o Steve requested clarification re: use of Kirk Fund. Gerry and Barry suggested he refer to Barry’s article 
about the Kirk fund written in Smoke and Blazes several years ago. Gerry will add sentence to Treasurer’s 
report about the use of the restricted fund 

o Group “THANK YOU” to Gerry for excellent work! 

• Main Club Highlights from Allison Henry, Director to Main Club: 

• Working with Ski Areas along Long Trail to set up official side trails to connect ski areas to LT 

• Lifetime Membership given to Ben Rose 

• Winooski Bridge Project still in progress; next big project could be replacement of Bromley Lookout Tower 

• Main Club continuing to follow progress of wind projects around the State 

• Trails and Shelters Report from Wayne Krevetski 

o funding coming in for Irene-related repairs. LT Patrol and VYCC will do most of the work. Bucklin Trail 
relocation and Cold River Road area being worked on in the coming weeks 

o Main Club might be donating money to Shrewsbury for bridge repairs 

o We are allowed to open up the view at Bear Mountain vista 

o Also noted: Susan Shea is looking for Section reports for Long Trail News — 100-500 words with photos. 
Vivian will call Barb about this. 

o Thank You from Wayne for sending him photos for annual meeting slide show 

o Owner of the Canty Trail access has given permission for us to access trail through the gate on his 
property for trailwork. He has asked if trailhead can be moved because even with “No Parking” signs, 
people still park there and block the gate. Wayne will discuss options with Forest Service (they have been 
discussing moving the trailhead for years) and with the landowner. 

o Other than Irene damage in Shrewsbury area, “our section is in good shape.” 

o Some thruhikers have reported confusion with road walk in Shrewsbury area. Barry will be working on 
improving signage. 

o Vandalism at Rt. 140 lot — there is no sign there warning folks of potential vandalism 

o Mountain bike tracks from 140 to Minerva Hinchey 
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o Sue questioned what info can be left in the shelters, “officially.” Some items found include phone books 
and bus schedules. Wayne: commercial ads are definitely not allowed. Unsure of actual Main Club policy. 

• Smoke and Blazes Update: 

o Make sure your contact info and term limit info are accurate 
o send any photos of outings to Tom and/or Vivian 
o Group “THANK YOU” for Tom and Vivian's efforts! 
o As always, call Sue SOON if you want to lead outings! 

• Other Business: 

o Website: Group discussion: website needs updating. Photos and information are outdated. Not all issues 
of Smoke and Blazes are available on the site. Hillary offered to get in touch with webmaster Deb 
Waggett. 

o Publicity: What options are there for communicating outings schedule to public, besides Smoke and 
Blazes and website? Should we utilize email? We have had difficulty with the Herald's calendar not 
working properly. Hikes are sometimes advertised in small, local papers such as Mountain Times and VT 
Country Sampler. Group discussion of importance of publicity vs. safety concerns. Publicity is important 
to make community aware of our activities, invite new people on hikes, recruit new people for work 
parties, and recruit new members. However, concern was expressed that if hikes are advertised in 
“tourist”-type papers, tourists who are unprepared may show up for outings. Hillary offered to get in 
touch with local organizations such as colleges and libraries for outreach (Vivian will send list of 
people/groups who already receive our mailings). 

o Hike Safety: We held a very long discussion about situations where individuals show up for hikes 
unprepared, either unprepared with gear and/or not physically capable of completing the hike safely. 
Throughout discussion we emphasized that it is ultimately the role of the hike leader to turn someone 
away if unprepared or not physically capable, although some hike leaders might not be comfortable with 
the possibility of conflict and/or hurting someone's feelings. We do need to make decisions for individual 
safety as well as the safety/comfort of the group. If someone is unprepared, hikes at a very slow pace, or 
gets injured, the entire group could be at risk for being out after dark. A caveat has been placed on the 
schedule that states that the hike leader can turn someone away if unprepared, but a) not everyone reads it 
and believes it and b) if someone reads about the hike somewhere other than our printed schedule, 
this caveat is not included (e.g. newspaper). Should we refrain from listing the start time and/or the 
meeting place on the schedule, so that participants have to call first? Several cons were raised to this 
point, including that if someone has to call they might leave it to the last minute and not call and thus not 
attend. Also, even if the leader is to ask questions about the person's experience and gear, “can you really 
screen someone in a phone call?” Finally, do we need to make more of an effort to include a variety of 
hikes on the schedule? Our members do have access already to the Thursday Outings schedule at the 
Godnick Center. As a group we decided that for difficult hikes, we would list less information as 
mentioned above, so participants are required to call first. We will discuss this problem at future meetings 
as well. 

o Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 25 at 6:30 pm at the Bebee- Walter establishment. 
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K1LLINGTON SECTION, CMC OUTINC SCHEDULE September -December, 2012 


Newcomers and nonmembers are welcome on our outings. Bring drinking water and a lunch. Wear sturdy 
footwear, dress appropriately for the weather and be prepared for weather changes. This is Vermont! Unless 
otherw ise noted, all trips leave from Main Street Park, near the east end of the fire station off Center Street in 
Rutland City. Distances are round trip and are approximate, as are elevation gains. Trips vary considerably in 
level of difficulty. Call the leader if you have any questions. HIKE LEADER HAS DISCRETION TO 
REFUSE ANYONE WHO IS NOT ADEQUATELY PREPARED. 


8 September, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Trails Around Middlebury Tom Copps 345-7159 

Follow the TAM trails from town north down Otter Creek to a power dam at the 
start of Otter Creek Gorge. We will cross the river on a footbridge at a dam and 
optionally continue downstream toward the gorge and return. Moderate, 2 miles. 

15 September, Saturday, call leader for meeting time (rain date September 16) 

Supper Hike, Hogback Mountain, Goshen Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Bring supper along for an easy to moderate 2 Zi mile hike, and enjoy the sunset 
from a viewpoint on Hogback Mountain. 

22 September, Saturday, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Volunteer Appreciation Picnic, Waterbury (GMC Headquarters) 

Help celebrate our fabulous volunteers and eat free food! RSVP by September 1 7 
to Mari Zagarins (802)24 1 -8324 or mzagarins@greenmountainclub.org 

23 September, Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Shrewsbury Peak Loop Barb & Barry Griffith 492-3573 

We will ascend using the Black Swamp Trail. This is a gradual climb for 1 .7 miles. 

However the last 0.3 miles is a steep grade. For our return trip, we will descend using 
the Russell Hill trail. This is very steep for the first part and one has to climb over rocky 
outcrops. Not for the faint of heart! Wear appropriate footwear. Bring water and lunch. 

(Leaders have the ability to refuse ill equipped arrivals.) In the event that the CCC road 
remains gated, this hike will change a tad bit. Moderate climb, difficult nlungc, 4 miles . 

29 September, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Glen Lake Trail, Bomoseen Lisa Pettis 265-4816 

A beautiful hike along the share of Glen Lake to Moscow Pond and Half Moon 
State Park. Moderate, 6 miles. 

7 October, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bald Mountain, Mendon Tom Copps 345-7159 

Admire the fall foliage from several viewpoints. Moderate, with a few steep 
places. 3-5 miles. 

13, October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Burnt Rock, Waitsfield/Fayston Larry Walter 775-3855 

Steep, big rock croppings and some exposure with a great view. Will be coming 
in from the Hedgehog Brook Trail. Difficult, 5.2 miles, elevation gain 1.090 feet. 


20 October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Griffith Lake, Peru Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Hike in to Griffith Lake from the south on the Griffith Lake Trail, with a stop at 
Peru Peak Shelter. Easy to moderate, 5 miles. 

27 October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Work Party, Shrewsbury Herb Ogden 293-2510 

Wayne Krevetski 282-2237 

Join us to construct a new trail between the Upper and Lower Cold River Roads 
where the LT/AT was destroyed by Tropical Storm Irene. Bring work gloves, 
sturdy shoes and lunch; tools will be provided. 

3 November, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 

Mount Antonc, Rupert Steve Williams 645-9529 

Follow the trails through Merck Forest and Farmland Center to an overlook with a 
panoramic view. Moderate, with some steep bits, 5 miles. 

10 November, Saturday, call leader for meeting place and time (rain date November 11) 

Mystery Hike, Middletown Springs/East Poultney Diane Bargiel (413)687-1 109 

We will play it safe on this first day of hunting season and hike the back roads. 

Moderate, up to 7 miles. 

17 November, Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

Pot Luck Supper, Godnick Center, Deer St., Rutland Sue Thomas 773-2185 

Join us for our annual hunting season event. Bring your own place setting and a dish 
to share for the meal, which will be followed by a slide show. All welcome! 

1 December, Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 

Shaw Mountain, Benson/West Haven Viv Bcbec & Larry Walter 775-3855 

Hike in the Shaw Mountain Natural Area with lots of small ups and downs, rugged 
and rocky, with a loop around the summit. Moderate. 2.4 miles. 


THURSDAY HIKES SCHEDULE - 201 1 

The Rutland Recreation and Parks Department sponsors a series of hikes for those who wish to enjoy their outings 
at a less strenuous pace. The hikes typically cover two to four miles, involve limited to moderate elevation gain, 
and try to avoid treacherous footing. Bring water and a lunch, wear sturdy footwear, and be prepared for Vermont 
weather. Meet on Thursdays at 9 am at the Godnick Center on Deer Street to car pool. We return in early to 
mid-afternoon. Call hike leaders if you have questions. All are welcome. 

Sept. 13 Little Rock, Pond, Mt. Tabor George Butts 483-2891 

One of the most beautiful and popular spots on the Long Trail. Moderate. 

Sept. 27 Chittenden Brook, Chittenden Tom Copps 345-7159 

Follow an old wood road along course of a pretty stream. Moderate. 

Oct. 11 Big Branch Bridge, Mt. Tabor George Butts 483-2891 

Explore the Big Branch area on the Long Trail. New suspension bridge. 

Oct. 25 Old Turnpike Road, Mendon Justin Lindholm 773-4249 

Join our guest leader, Justin Lindhold, on a hike on this ancient road where 
we will visit an old mill site, wetlands and beautiful natural settings. Moderate. 


Vivian Bebee, Editor 
14 Belmont Avenue 
Rutland, VT 05701 
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LONG TRAIL 



KILLINGTON SECTION 


Your Invitation to Join 

Killington Section, Green Mountain Club 

The Killington Section, based in Rutland. VT, is a chapter of the statewide Green Mountain Club. Membership in the Section 
includes membership in the Club. Members receive a membership card, the Club quarterly Long Trail News, and the Section 
quarterly Smoke & Blazes including a schedule of outings, trail work parties, and social events. Members also receive reduced nates 
on items from the Club bookstore and at most overnight sites served by caretakers. Membership dues help to maintain trails and 
shelters in the Killington Section (Route 140 to Route 4) and the Long Trail system throughout Vermont. 


ANNUAL DUES: 


NAME: 

Individual 

$40 

ADDRESS: 

Family 

..$50 


Senior/Student/Volunteer 

$22 


Contact us for information on life memberships 


and categories for giving at a higher level. 


PHONE: 



E-MAIL: 


I also enclose a contribution of $ to the Kirk Trails and Shelters Fund supporting the Killington Section's 

maintenance and preservation of trails and shelters. 

I would like information on volunteering for: 

trail work, shelter work, sign making, publications, leading outings, publicity. education 

Make check payable to "GMC" and mail with this application to: 

Green Mountain Club, 471 1 Waterbury - Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677 


